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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AWARDS NEARLY 

$59 MILLION TO COMBAT OPIOID EPIDEMIC, FUND DRUG COURTS 
 
WASHINGTON – The Department of Justice today announced $58.8 million to strengthen drug 

court programs and address the opioid epidemic nationwide. 

 

In 2016, nearly 60,000 Americans lost their lives to drug overdoses, an increase from the 

52,000 overdose deaths the year before. The majority of these deaths can be attributed to opioids, 

including illicit fentanyl and its analogues. The opioid epidemic, a public health crisis, is also a 

growing public safety crisis. 

 

“Confronting this epidemic is one of the Department of Justice’s top priorities,” said 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions. “These grant awards have primarily been directed to states and 

communities hardest hit by the opioid epidemic who are experiencing significant increases in the 

number of overdose deaths and non-fatal overdoses.” 

 

About $24 million in federal grants will be awarded to 50 cities, counties and public 

health departments to provide financial and technical assistance to state, local, and tribal 

governments to create comprehensive diversion and alternatives to incarceration programs for 

those impacted by the opioid epidemic. These funds, awarded under the Office of Justice 

Programs’ Bureau of Justice Assistance’s Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Program, also included 

funds from the Harold Rogers Prescription Drug Monitoring Program. This program helps 

regulatory, law enforcement, and public health agencies address prescription drug and opioid 

misuse; reduce crime; and save lives.  
 

An additional $3.1 million will be awarded by the National Institute of Justice for research 

and evaluation on drugs and crime. The research priorities are heroin and other opioids and synthetic 

drugs. 

 

 The department is also awarding more than $22.2 million to 53 jurisdictions to support the 

implementation and enhancement of adult drug courts and Veterans Treatment Courts, which serve 

as “one-stop-shops” to link veterans with services, benefits and program providers, including the 

Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Service Organizations and volunteer veteran mentors.  
 

Specific sites and funds awarded can be found online at: https://go.usa.gov/xRJWE.  
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The department is also awarding more than $9.5 million under several Office of Juvenile 

Justice and Delinquency Prevention grant programs, including the Juvenile Drug Treatment 

Court Grant Program and the Family Drug Court Statewide System Reform Implementation 

Program. Supportive of Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ priorities to reduce drug use, these programs 

helps jurisdictions build effective family drug treatment courts and ensure current juvenile drug 

treatment courts follow established guidelines. 

 

Specific sites and funds awarded can be found online here. 

 

Finally, read more about the importance of these programs in a new blog by OJP Acting 

Assistant Attorney General Alan R. Hanson online at https://go.usa.gov/xRJBp. 

 

The Office of Justice Programs, headed by Acting Assistant Attorney General Alan R. 

Hanson, provides federal leadership in developing the nation’s capacity to prevent and control crime, 

administer justice and assist victims. OJP has six bureaus and offices: the Bureau of Justice 

Assistance; the Bureau of Justice Statistics; the National Institute of Justice; the Office of Juvenile 

Justice and Delinquency Prevention; the Office for Victims of Crime; and the Office of Sex Offender 

Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and Tracking (SMART). More information 

about OJP and its components can be found at www.ojp.gov. 
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