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E\'olution of the Juvenile Court 

The moyeillenttll\\ ard treatingjul enile llflender" parllcu­
larl~ ,erillil, or chfllnic onc" nlllrc li"c adult cl"lnllnal, i, 
pan of a bl'llad attac" on thc traditillnal .lUI cnile .IU\lICC 
,I,tcm, The jUlcniit: court I\a, founded at the turn of thc 
ccntur) ,1\ a ,ilecial iled in,t illlllnn fllr deal ing II Ith depcnd­
l'nt, nl'git'.,:tl'd, <Ind ddlnquclH minor" In it, bnd hl'tllr) 
it ha, n'ceill'd bmh acclaim and ,corn, 
Thc fir,t IUIl'nile Cllun \\,1\ fllUr.dcd In ChlCa!!ll ill I Xl)lJ_ 
With ill a'Llecadc IUlcnilc cnun, had becll l',t.Jlli,hd III 
nlll,t Statl". The'nl'I\ coun rl'prc,l'l1tl'd onc ,hPCL't llf a 
hroad, prllgn::\\il l' nll1\ l'mCnttll accoillmodatc urban In,lIll1-
tion, {(1 an incrca,ingl) indlhtnal and Imllllgram pllpulallon, 
and ttl incorporatc rl'Cl'nt dl,cm enc, In thc behal illral. 
;'I''-'WI. and !llcdic:i1 ,cicncc, into thc rCaI'ln!! of childrcn, 
The .Iu\cnile Clllln 1\ a, ahll pan of anothcr~rhih1',ophlcal 
nlm cmcnt that ha, bcen tl'l"Illl'd "thl' rCI llit a!!:lln,t fllr­
maiI,m"--,1 nllll elllcnt rclkL'lIng thc ullinhil~ pragm,IlIL' 
philo,oph): "It', all nght if It I\nr"," 

In IUlenilc Cllun, chtldrcn I\crc Illlt tll bc -:hap'cd \\ Ilh 
,p~clfiL' LTimc,. Thc L'clltrall,lI1gllagc llfthL' LTIIl1~lalla\\ 
aCCll\,1l10n, Pfllllf. guilt, puni,hmelll--\\ a, rcplaccd b) 
tcrlll, frum thc ,ncial 1\ or"cr', I llcabulan --- nccd" trcat­
mcnt, pnllectllln. gUldallcc, 'UpCI'\ 1'llll1, -Ii did nlH 1ll<lltcr 
II hcthcr a child camc Illlll thc coun bccalhe llf nc!!lect llr 
an aClof dcllnqut'nc) : all1ll1',t an) bchal illr I1lll rclkctt.'d III 
thc utnpian modcl, llfchIidhlllld clluld bc labt'led dclInqucnt 
Thc L'nun', IlllcnClllllln. gUIdancc, and 'lIpcn I'lon \\Crl' 
prc,ulllcd tll bc rcquircd and 'uppl1',ed tll bc hcnclolclll 

Thc fllot' llf the iu I elli Ic Cllun ,prang frlllll CtlnCCph III CI I iI 
rathcr than llf Crilllln<lllu'tICC. 'pccii'icall) i'nli11 thc 
IllcdlCI <II i'-:ngll'h ductrinc 01/,0),(11.\ 1l<1IJ'1<1(, \\ hlch pcrmll­
ted tht' Cnl\\ n tll interrupt Ill' ,upplant natural famil) rela· 
tion, \\ hcnt'l er a ch i1d', \1 cI fare \1 <I' thrcatcncd, Thc nc\\ 
thcon underll in!! the IUlenile Clllm, II hich ha, rcmaincd 
dlli11i;wlll for 1:1111'~toftl"I' Cenlllr), n::,tcd on thrcc prcmi,c,: 

I. Childhood i, a perilld of depelldenc) and 1'1," In \\ 11Ich 
,upl'n i,illn I, c\\clllial Illr ,Ul'\ 1\ ai, 
2. Thc fa 1111 I) i, llf prinwr) Importancc In lhc 'Upl'1'\ I,ion 
and training of children, bUllhe ,late ,hllUld pia) a pnmar) 
role in the educalion of children and inll'1'\ l'ne \1 hcne\ cr 
the fal11i1) 'l'lting lail, III prn\idc adequate nurture, moral 
lraining, llr ~lIpcn i~ion, 
.3 When a child i, al ri,", a public oll'icial i, the appropriate 
aUlhoril) 111 decidc \1 hat aClion i~ inlhe child', bC'l interc,!. 

Ori!!inal", IOLlr ha,ic LharaClcri,tic, di,tin!!ul,11Cd lhc 
jU\ ~nile ~oun ') ,tem lromlhc criminal cour(,: Informalil\ 
in procedure, and dccorul11: a ,eparale detention cenrer 10;' 
,iU\ enile~: cOlllribuLOr) delinL]L1enc) ,latule~ that encoura!o!ed 
lhe judge to pun i ,h adull', pri mari I) parcl1l'. 1\ ho act i I el~ 
contri bUlcd to the dc I i ntjuenc) 01 jU\ en i Ie,: and the lhC oj' 
probation. 

Changes in the Juvenile System 
Tod~1\ lhc\e di\tilH!L1i,hin~ rc~IllIl'e, arc con,iLicrab" 
blurred. The infofl11alit\ blar~cll [!onc, Ju\cnilc'> ,it ~\ ilh 
lheir lawycr;. like adult dde'lda;ll\, JUlenilc hcaring, or 
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I Jial, proceed along the ,amc lincs as criminal trial" The 
~Ik" llf el idencc and right, of the panies are abllUl thc 
Sltme, e\ceptthat IU\ enik, ,till dOIlOl l1al e thc right to a 

\.-t'tll'\ trial or tll bail 
:I'h;: ,eparatc delention Ccnlcr, rcmaln. Separalcne", III 
raLI. i\ 11(11\ the prillcipal LIiQinglll,l1ing charactcrr,tit.' III 
lhe JU\ enilc ') ,It'IlL ,eparate detelltlon, ,eparatc rccllrd,. 
,cparate proballllnll!l'it.'er" ,cparate Judge" CI en ,cparatt.' 
fUlldtllg agcllcle, fllr rc,carcl1 
:\nd linall), prnbatillil I' no\\ a ,tand,lrd fealllrc Ill' lht.' 
.Idult CllUrt" , Thl' dl,tlngui,l1illg i'l'aturl' lll'pl'llhatlllil ill the 
lUI enile court i, It, I'llie 111 screenin!! ,IITC,t, Illadc bl lhe 
'pol ICC , Ortglllall), thc pm'ccUtllr hall no role In "Ill I cl;ilc 
hearing: a ddinqucllc) ca,e \\ a' enurcl) handled b) a 
prll(:ation llfflL'cr, hcntuali), a, the appellatc courh bc· 
camc morc demandlllg ablllll duc pmcc" ill,lUI elldc pi'll. 
L'Cedlllg', the tll\ oil CI11Clll llilhe l1I'o,eL'ultlr, inL'rc~"cd, 
Ho\\eler, in nlll,t Sialc, pnlball<';] officcr, ,till screcn 
.ill \ cntlc .IITe't, alld dt.'t.'ldc II hen the pnl,,'cutllr ,hould file 
,I pl'lIl111n. SCI er,d S tatl" l1a\ e IW\I cl i I11lnated t hI'> I'll nctlon 
and man) pro,ct."lltllr, \\ ouId II"c tll 'cc Il dl,carlkd com­
plclcl) 
The prinCipal !calU.'·:' that di'lingui,h current .1Ll\enik 
dclinquenc) procecdlng' fnll11 adult criminal proceeding' 
can be 'Ullll11ari/l'd "" 1'0110\\ ,: 

I, Absence oJlegal gllilt, Lcgall) ,,iUI l'nile, arc 11lllitlUild 
gu i1t) llf cri me, but are "fou nd 10 bc dcli nL]ul'nl." J u I cnl Ie, 
arl' 11111 hcld legall) rc'ptln,iblc for their act'>, .ILII cnile 
,taLLh,lik.c imanll), i, a dden,c again't l'riminal rC'plll1'>i· 
bilil\', It i, not. ho\\c\ cr. an ab,olute dcfcnse bccau,e of 
thc jllhSlbiltl) tlf \\ailcr l(l criminal court, 

2, Tre(l(mellf rather t/;(In punishmellf, \\'h"tcI cr act inn t hc 
court ta"c, fllllo\\ ing a finding of dclillquenc~ i, donc in 
the n:lmc llflreatJ1leIllOrCllmmunit) protection, not punl,h­
I11CI1l. a, i, the Ca,C for adult f.::lon) offendcr,. 

.3, Absence oj public sawiny. J u \ eni k pr'lccedlllg' and 
rcclmb are gencrall~ cio,cd to thc public. What gOl', on in 
coun i\ pre,ul11cd III be the bu,inc,,- only ofju\'enik, alld 
lhcirfamilie,. Th" po,itillll dearll h", it, root, inlhc car" 
child-,:!I ing l11i;-.;,ion of thc court. I'iearin!!, for ,aium' 
Ju\cnilc ofr.::ndcr, are Illl\1 being opencd to thc puhlic 

-t, Importance oj (ljlll'L'nill.! 's bllCkgrolllul. J u I cnllc,' nced, 
and <lm.::nabilit) to trc:alment t:an. it is \\ idel~ pre;.ul11cd, 
be dcdueed frol11 their .,ocial hi!llory, prior behaliur, and 
clinical diagnw,i;" Thi, prc;.umption i, u;.ed to Iu,tif\ lhe 
widc di,cretionary p(l\\er, ~raJ1led tll prohation'offil'cr, in 
,crecning petition;,. to the court in dccidin~ fitnc" and 
Illak.ing di'po,iiion" aild to YOlllh cOlTccti~n iI!!ellcies in 
dcciding \\hcn a liard ,huuld hc reka,ed. ~ 

5 . .\'0 long-term illcarceralio(!. Terms of confincmcnt lor 
jLllenilc, arc cumiderahly ,hurter than thu,c for adults. 

6, Separatem·ss. The ju\cnile ,y,tC11l i, ~cpt ,cpaI' 'te frol11 
t~lC adult cril11inalju,tice ,"y,tem at e\'cry point, from deten­
lion at arre,t to the identitic;. of the of'l'ic:ial, 1\ ho handle 
lhc ca,e in coun, lind ill ,ub,equent placcment, a, wcll. 

7., Speed u.nd jlexibility. Delinquellcy ea"c, arc di'I)()\cd 
of more qUickly Ihan comrarabk adult criminal ca,e" and 
the ju ycn ile court judgc ha, a broader ran[!e of di,posi t ion 
alternativc;., ~ 

) 

); 

Current Dissatisfaction \Vith the 
Juvenile System 

Thc .IU\ enile ') ,tem doc, llot lac" cmic'. ('l1l1,el'\ ati\ c 
critll", fllCU,ill!! 011 publtc sakll, fault thc \\ ,tcm flll' !!i\ in!! 
,crillU, ollendc'r, too mall) Ch,lIil'l" 1111 dil e;"ltll1or pr~lh'l. ' 
tltlll and for IIllplhlnl! ternl' III cllnlillclllcnl that arc tllO 
,hort Thc~,c lTitic, oitcn characterr/e jU\l'lldc 1'llIiitil" ii' 

countr) L'idh, and arl!ue lhat 'Pille IU\ ~nlle, ,hould be 
confincd III nll1rc PUIlIlI\ t.' 't.'lIlng' 
I.lberal Ll"ltIC', cllilcerncd \\ IIh thc probkm, tlf 1111 cnilc, 
and 'lI1\illl" tll pnllCL't thell' frPIllUIlI\ "ITanled Staic Inlru· 
,lOll" fault the 'I ,telll forbeln!o! tlllltllll!!l1. \\'here CI1l1'Cr\­
ati\l' cmit.', u,e'thc l'\ Idencl' -Ill' "n(1 l:Chahilllatl\C elkcl" 
III argul' lor nHlrt.' e\pllt.'lIl) PUIlIIi\ c 'ilnt.'lIon"lihcr.Ii, lhC 
the ,aml' el IdcllCC III ar!!ue Illr Ic" Statc 1111011 cillent al· 
tOl!cther l.iberal'gclll'r.;II) wppon thl' Ill'\\ lhat ,ublcl·tlll!! 
lUI elliil', tll confinelllcllt Oil" furthcrcrllllinalllc"-them. Ill; 
mdllcr h(1\\ henll!1l thc lrt.'.llmellt 

:\nother lIberal grllup. 11l',11 II) rl'pre,cntcd b:, ,klcll,C 
attllrnC), and ulhcr ) 11Uth ad\ llL\IlC', dcplorL" lhc Iat.''' oi' 
adcqu;lIc ]l1'l1ccduJ'il1 Pf'lltCt.'tIOIl' for IU\en"t.'" Thl, ~roup 
arl!uc, that man) ) lHllll! pCllple MC "rallrtladcd'· through a 
') ,tt.'m that IllTcr, Illl .Idt.'qu'lle prlllCl'tll1l1 IIi' thl'lr nghh 

:\1ll0ng pral'titlollcr" crllicl'll1'> ;lI1d ,ul!l!c\lion, fur rciPI'I11 
tcnd to rcf'it.-cllnd" idual agenl') bl,hl", In ~eneral. police 
and pnhecutpr, \1 ;lIllll1ul!hcr ,cntt.'IlCln!!, I'rtl[1allllntli'llclah 
\\ ,lilt tll prc,t.'1'\ e ,PIllC group llrlU\ ellllc~ \1\ cr \1 I1l1l11 the) 
call emplll) thl'ir tradllion:II aLltl1l1nt) ttl i'ocu, on the "necd," 
oflhe chdd, pcrhap, thl'llugh a 'pcclall'llurt ,ctuptolundk 
the k" ,eriOL" delinqut.'nt'. Corrl'l'tillll, llITil:ia"- Intl'l'e,ted 
i nl'ollt mil i nl! the !lcha I ior Pi' III I enllc, in thei I' L'han!l', \\ ant 
to p];l) a l!rl'~llcr I'llit' In dt.'cilling \\ hpm lhl') I11lJ~t aCl'ept 
alld hOI\ lung thc) are to hc ~cpt. 

Proposals for Reform 
The nll1\CIIll'nt tl1\\ard trcatill!! lu\t.'nllcllITendcr, morl' Ii~c 
adult'> bcgan 1\ ith thc "duc I;rot.'e,"-' refunll\ in thc latc 
196(r, and Included, in thc 1l)70',. the Fedc,'a! dlorl III 
dCln'>litutiullali/c ,taiu, ollendcr" lUI cndc, II ho h.ld not 
cOlllmilled Crlllll', hut \\ ere "hclond thc c\llltl'lli oi' theIr 
pan.: III ," or othcl'\\ I'l' in apparl'nt'necd \11' \upeJ'\ i\lon The 
L'UITt.'nt trl'nd {(l\\ ard ,cntcnL'i ng SL'rlUU, and t.'hronll' IU I elll k 
offendcr, lih.l' adulh i, a rcl'it.-cllonllfthe ,:II11C 1I11l\CmCnl. 
Thc fir,t Illa.lor allac~ on the hllll) lll' .lUI cndc cOLlrt 1<1\1, 

\1 hil'h had del l'loped 1\ ithout Illuch L'llntrPI cr,\ durin!! the 
fir't half Ill' thl' 20th ccntur\, 11;1\ all11ed at tile lac~' of 
prncedllral protcl'tlllli. SUpr~lllC Cuurt deCI\ll1l1, ill the ca,c, 
01'11/ rc GalilT alld 11/ rt' \\,illlli;l) ~,(I'uch. dUll n thc .iUI cnik 
court', rcliallce Oil illrorl11al Llt.'tfindillg, The) pnllided 
JUI enik, charged with crlllll:' alilhe proccdural pnllectlolls 
held h) adult" e\cel't Ihc nglm tll hail and 11Ir) trial. hlr 
IIl,t:lnt.'e, jlllenilc, \\erc pn1\ ided noticc ul chargc" right 
tn COUI],>CI ami to cn",·c\alll1nation or \\ itnc"cs, and 
pmtct.'tioll again,t ,elr·int.'rillllll:ltillil and lInl'II' ful scarchc,. 
The llC\t major \\ al'e of rdl1rl11, rcfiectinl! the liberal agt.'nd:1 
urthc I 'J1l7 Pre,idt.'lIt', COIlIlI1I"lononl.:1\\ Enforcelllcnt 
and thc Adll1ini,tratiun uf.lu,ticc. inlll" cd erfort, tll ~ccJ1 
,tam, llffendl'l', out ofjUICllllejU,ticc ill,titutIOIl', Prillrtll 
thi, 1ll11\Clllenl. lI1all) dt.'telltilln CClllcr, alldjLl\cllik trailling 
"chon" containl'd a suh,t:lntial proportioll uryouth, whl1"~ 
on" "crlllle," lI'ere their inah~lit\ tIl ~Ct aloJ1!.! I\ith their 
parellt,_ The 111m Cll1Cllt to dc:n,!ilutiUJlali/c ,talu" olfendcrs 
ill:l ,eIlSC grantcd adok,cellt, the ,:lIl1e right" to Icale hOll1e 
orto ign(1J'e I hI.' ir parellt,' \\i,he, a" adult, ha\c: it helpcd 
furtherthe nOlil1l1lhat childrcn.,llOuld bc treated le[!al" a, 
if thc) wcre adults, ' , 

Thc rellHlI ~d 01 ,latu, ufkndcrs and minon;clintjLlelll, rrom 
,Iu'cnilc imlillltion, re,ultcd in dramatit.' ,hifts in thc per­
cci\ed mle or thc in,titution, and in the charactl'l'i,tic, of 
the peopil' \1 ithinthcl11. :--:tllongercllnccrned 1\ ith "out or 
cOlltrlll") outh, 1\ ho,c I11mt llrkn,ile beh:1I ior \\ a, tal~in!! 
bac~ to adult, or disobc) ing their ()I'der\. jUlenilc in,tilu­
tlon, bccal1lc incn::a,in~ly fillcd 1\ itil hardt.'llre. chronic 
offendcr, 1'01'\\ hOJ11 rehahilitation and cOllllllunit\ readjusl­
J11l'nt \Icrc ,ecn a\ highl) llptll11i\tic goab. Th~~e perccp-
1I11n~ about lhc futilit\ of trcatment \\erc !!i\en addcd 
empha~i, b) 'Inumbel~tlfcritical rc\ ic\\, of'ihe "1 rl':lll11enl" 
e\ aluationilleratllrl' purpurling to ,;'(1\1 lhall11lhltrcatmcnt 
program, had ncgli·:ible ciTl't.'t, \lil recidi\ i,111 rate,: and [1\ 
a line ofrc\carch. staned bl \\'OII'~:II1~, Fi~lio, and Sellin' 
ill lheir Philadelphia Colll;n Stud), ~htll~ing that a ,mall 
nuckLh 01 t.'hrtlllic lllTcndcr, tl X pcrcclllof alllhll'c 'IITC,tcd 
", IU\ enile,) accounted fllr a di'prtlponion:lte ,harc nf all 
lUI cnllc arre.,l<, 1.:'2 percent!. 

\\,h~' Do l\'lan)' Critics Think Juveniles 
Should Be Treated More Like Adults'? 
There <Ire 'l'1 cral rea,on,: 
I. JU\l'nile, a, a group account fur a largl' fractilln of the 
crime rate---tO percent of all l'citlnic, in Il)XO, at ka,t a~ 
Il1ca,urcd h) arre,t ,. 
2. Somc .Iulenile, continue tll coml11it,erillu, nr frequcnt 
crimc, in 'pite 01' t.'\ten"il c cfTol'l\ to rehabilitate thcm. 
'" The ju\cnik .Iu,ticc ,),tl'111 i, limitcd in it, capacity III 
puni,h and to incapacitale. 
-t, Ollieial, in thc adult LTil11lnal lu,tice ,\ ~tCIll arc more 
\ i . .,ibl) al't.'oui1l;lbil' ttl the public Il;rthciracilon than tho,c 
III thc lUI enile ,1u"ticc ') ,tem, 

\\'hatKinds of Reforms Have Been 
Proposed,? 
Prllpo,al, rangc f1\1I11 in,tituting more adult-li~c procedure, 
In the IUIl'nlle,\ ,tem, ,uch a, rcnll1\ in!! confidentialit\ 
rc'triciion, on nicdia accounl, of lUI l'nile procecding''" tll 
renlll\ Ill!! \1 hllll' L'alC!!\"'IC, of (lITender, frolll thc ,\ ,tem 
and treating thcm as :Idulh. • 
The lila \lmUIll a~c luri ,d iClion or JLII enilc coun, i, ,et bl 
State 1'1\1, ,1J1d ~al:it.', fnll11 thc f(lIh tll the 19th bll'lhliatc, 
II ilh the IXII1 the ,tandard. :\lthouC!h 111 a 11\ ,U!!!!C,t Ill\\crill!! 
thc.'c agc lillli!'> in StdtC'> \\ herc they arc tlie hi~llc'l.there ~ 
i, lillie ,erilll" IIll1\ CJ11cnt in th" dirct.'lilln, 
Thc l1lore t) pical IIlcthod for nlllllng,lU\ enile llITcndl'r, tll 
cril1linal COlin, i, ~:lI'llllgh "wail cr" or ·'rC11101 al" pn\ce­
durc~, For ~oml' c:llegorit'· lll' of lens c." i I' ccrtai n cond it ion, 
arc nle!. ,Iuri,diction ll\ cl' .IU\ cnilc offender, can or IllU,t 
be I\ailed to cril1linal coun", Typicall), III Statc_, \1 here 
t hc 1Il;1 \111111111 agc .Iuri,d ict ion of the JLII ell i Ic cou rt end, at 
thc IXth binhdatc, luri~lliction can be \Iai\ed on" \1\l'r 
.Iu,cnilc, \\ho ha,c' pa,,,,ed thclr 16th birthdatc, Thc t)pe, 
of offcn,e, eligible for I\ai\cr include homicidc, rapc, 
al!gra\ ated a,,:tull. ar'tlll, and robbcl'\ \\ ith a fircarl11. If 
I\ailer i, not l1l:lnd:llOr), mo,t \,aile;' ,tatlltc, rcquirl' the 
court tll cl1n,idcr \\ hcther thc I llLlth i, "al1lenablc tll lreat­
l1lent" lIithin the jLl\cllIie \1;-.tel11 and whcther the ~\,tcm 
II ill ha \ c j II ri,d iction III crt hc IU \ en i Ie for Illnl! CllllU gli for 
treatll1cnt to bc pracllc:tble, The reeent trcnd inl1lan\ Statc, 
i., tll incl"ca,c the li,t of llITen,l's 'UhICL't ttl l"li\l~r. t(l 
decrca,c thc :I~t' lil11it ror ea,e, In \\'hidl \Iai\cr can hc 
applicd. and tt; lIlah.e the II ail LJ' deci,inn prl'\ulllptilc ur 
Illandator) , 
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\Vhat Do \' ou Accomplish by Treating 
Ju\'eniles l\lore Like Adults'? 
At a bare minimum. iuyenile~ \\ho are prosccutcd in criminal 
courts can bc ~cntcnccd to lon!!crtcrms in morc ~ccurc and 
puniti\c i[htitLItion,. Thc~ h;\c thc right to a jury trial. 
And rccord, of the procccding arc morc opcn to public 
,erutin) , 

C'1mparisons bctwccn thc disposition pattcrn, of ju\'cnile 
and adult coum, arc oftcn mi,leadin!! bccausc thc t\\ 0 courts 
dcal \\ ith such differcnt t~ pcs ofindi\'itluab. ~tostju\cnile 
cases. \\ hich i[1\oh c first or sccond time offcnders accuscd 
of minor offcnses. are scttled informall\. Adult cascs an:: 
w,uall) morc scriOlI', Fcwcrthan ~O pcrcent of all juvenilc 
a[Te,t~ rc~ult in findings of dclinljuency. comparcd to a 
SO-pcrccnt c1ll1viction ratc for adult ..... but thesc pcrccntagcs 
can be misleadin!!. Studies that take into account such thin!!;, 
as age. prior rec~ml. and ofTen,e find that. for the more 
scriOlls offenders. ill\ cnile and adult courts ha\e similar 
Clll1\ iction and inc~lrl'eration ratcs. The major difTcrcnce 
between thc t\\ 0 S\ ,terns is in the len!!th of the terms [m­
posed: criminal cOlirt, occasionall~ imp~be \er~ long tcrms. 
Thcorcticall\. crim[nal cOUrts should scntencc morc harshl\ 
than iu\'cnil~ coum, but thcrc are rcasons to belic\'e thi~ 
ma~ i10t happen in c\cr) casc that could bc wai\cd. Ju\cnile, 
who arc subject to \\ ai\'cr arc the most serious offcnder .... 
that a ju\cnile court judgc sCCs and thercfore ma~ rccei\c 
the har';hcst a\ai lable scntence. I-lLm C\ cr. the samc offend­
er .... "iJl)earing in a criminal court ma~ 1001.. much less seriOlb 
when comparcd to the older. more hardened offenders with 
whom a criminal court judgc mUst t~ picall) dcal. 
Studies of the impact of recent \\ai\cr'ltatutcs h:1\e produced 
inconclusi \'e results. Some ju\eni les \\hosc cascs arc \\ ai vcd 
to criminal court are scntcnccd morc lenicnth than thc\ 
would havc becn inju\'cnile court. Since thc cri~l1inal COlII:t 
prosccutor must makc an imkpendcnt e\aluation of thc 
strength of e\'idcnce. some cases arc dropped after thc 
decision has been made to \\aive thcm. 
In many States. c\'en whcn ju\'cniles arc tried in criminal 
court and convicted of the char!!es. the\ m:1\ ,till be sen­
tenced to a jll\enile or youthfu( of Tender in,titution rather 
than to an adult pri,on. The 1:1\\ sma) alIO\\ thcm to be 
transferred to an adult prison when they ha\'e reachcd a 
certain age. 

Aside from the wai\'cr or agc-jurisdiction issuc. there is 
mo\'emelll within the ju\enile justice system to trcat 
ju\'eniles more like adults. Some of this activity is clear!) 
in response to the pressures for wai\'er reforms. including 
a call for more frequent use of wai \'er, One of thc steps is 
toward the use of ~elllencing guideline~ in making placement 
and in determini[H!.lime to he ~ened. Sentcm:in!! guidelines. 
~ueh as those developed b) the StaiC orWa~hing~((;n. consti­
tute a move awa\" from a focusin!! on the needs oCthe minor 
toward the more modern CO[](CCIJl of ju~t de~crts-that the 
punishment ~hould fitthc crime, The introduction of pun i~h­
ment consideration~ into ju\'enile ,entencing i, an attempt 
to hold jU\enilcs accountable in thc same way adults are 
held accountable. 
Record~ and confidentiality con,titllte another area in which 
tradit.ional distinctions bet~\'eenju\'enile and adult criminal 
proceedings are breaking down. Becau,e of heightened 
intere,t in chronic offender,>. better juvenile criminal hi~t()ry 
,v,te[m are bein!Le,wbli,hcd. The informationthu, gener­
ated i, incrca,in~h bcin!L made availablc to criminal 'Court 
officials when j'U;'enilc; are charged a~ adults. 
The trend to treat '>eriou,juvenilc offenders more likc adult, 
i, a natural reaction to ~ome of the outmoded concept, of 

the original ju\'cnile court, and III thc much higher le\cb 
of \'iolencc exhibitcd b\ some modern \()uth. l3ec:lu,c 
ju\'enile and criminal COllrt system~ are bt;th rc~ponding to 
~ome of the same new theorie, or concepts. the t \\ 0 ~y,tem:, 
are tcndin!! to become more closeh' ali!!netl. Rehabilitation. 
the principal point of dcparture (or tl~e original ju\'enile 
,~stcm. now play, a far less crit ical role, Not ions of dcservcd 
puni~hment. incapacitation nf chronic offendcrs. and sen­
tencin!! !!uidclinc~ ha\'c become the common concerns of 
both s) ~tems. 
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Discussioll Questiolls 
I. Onc purposc ofthejuvcnile courts i, to pro\'ide a"istance 
to thc juvenile offender. Arc the) doing thcir joh in thi, 
re,pect'! 

~, Should communitie, con,idcrju\cnile progra[1lS in\'c,t­
mc[)(', for the future'! 

J, Will adult criminal court, provide the kind of attention. 
care. and control ju\'enilc, really nccd'! 

-I. Do you think the mO\ement toward treating jll\cnile 
offender, more likc adult offcndcrs i, de,irahle'! 

S. Should a IS-\'ear-old who commits a .,eriow, erime liJ..e 
rapc manned rZ)bbery be dealt with any differently from a 
~~-\ ear-old who commit, an identical otTen:-.e'! If vou need 
mo~c information to he able to an,wer that que,!:,);), what 
information do you nced. and why do you think it important 
to know'! 
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