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REVIEW OF DEPARTMENT OF CCRRECTIONAL SERVICES'
! RESEARCH OM FEMALE COMMITMENTS

The Departnent receives numerous gquestionz on  ferale of-

fendsr 1=sues. These questicons include:

i, How have the characteristics of female innatzs changed

over tlns

2. What is the profile of female inmates?

2. How dao women under custady compare to nen under

custody?

4, What percentage cf women recidivate?

3. What percentage af the women under custody are noithers?

&. What crime=s did the fe=+qale inmnatss commait”

The Qffice of Pragram Planning Research and Evaluat=zan has
addressed these issues in a series of reports on women under the
Department’s custody. The purpase of this review iz to hrxzefly
discuss these reports te facilitate readers’ requests far the ac-
tual reporte. This review proavides a general picture of the lind
of research the Department has dane in this area.

A, TRENDS IH THE PCMALE INMATE POPRPULATION

These re;crt: contain extensive information dezigned Lo
reflect changes which have occcurred in th female z1n-

mate populati»n aver several years.

o
-

1. "Characteriztics of Female
tady, 197% through 19835"

Thiz report pravides z statistaical profrle i the
‘changes in the Department’s fewale inmate popula
tion during the 11 year periad 19735 through 198F.
Information isg provided on variahles such ag crine
af caommitment, first ar second felony affender
status, prior adult record, mindimum and mairimur
z=entence length, age, gthnic status=, year: ol
educatian, marital status, regicn af cam tment,
and occcupatiaonal =tatus.
2. "An Examination of the Trend of Fenalz Mew Zammat -
. ments, 197& through 13047
This report provides informaticn 20 female  nagw
- commitrents ta Ilegartment csustody cver thae nine
year pericd 197& thrsugh 1384, The fcowz of thoaz
regort i3  changes 1in  the  asunbter of woren oo
nitted, the ZSrime of comritment, and the znpact of
‘ second and persiztent felony cffender legislat:ich.




B.

COMPARISON AND PROFILE REPORTS

3.

"Comparison of Male and Female Inmates Under the
Department’s Custody: June 1, 1983"

This report compares males and females under the
Department’'s custody in terms of county of
commitment, ethnic bachkground, education, commit -~
ment age, conviction crime, and prior rscord.

"A Comparison of Women Under Custody: 1912 and
192" ’

This second comparison repoart concerns wvamen under

custody in 1912 and 1982, The 1912 informatiaon
wag obtained fraom the Annual Report of the Super-~
intendent of State PFrisoans, a publicatiaon put aout
yearly as part of the budget rezquest to the =ztate
legislature. The wamen under custody in 1912 were
haused at the State Prison at Auburn, camprising

24 of the under custody paopulatian as opposed ta
3% in 1982, '

"An Examination of +the Trend of Female New
Commitments: 1960 ta 1982°

This repart researches +the trend aof female naw
commitments faor crime fraom 1960 ta 198Z2. Eurxamined
are the number of commitments for felony verzus
nan-felony and viaclent versus non-vioclent of-
fen=ses.

"Trend in Female Offenders Under the Department’sz
Custody: 1978 through 1384"

This paper examines the trend in the number of
female cffenders under +the Department’s custody
fram 1978 thraugh 1984. This analysis considers
the impact of new commitments, secand felany and
violent felany laws, and number of releases.

"Praofile of Women Under Custody:b March 1985"

This repoart pravides a prafile of wamen under the
Department’'s custady as of March 1985, Infarma-
tion an the offense, sentence, family hackgraound,
and demographics are presented.
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c. DOMESTIC VIDLENCE

&. "Danestic Violence and Incarcerated Women: ZSurvey
Results"

In July of 1985, a survey an damestic viclernce was
administered to the female inmate population at
Bedford Hills Correctiocnal Facility. The purgose
of this survey was tao gather informatiocon cn  the
izsue af domestic violence and incarcerated wamen.
This report presents the data ILrom the sucrvey
results.

D. RECIDIVISM RESEARCH
Q. "Analysizs of Low Return Rate Among Femnale
Qffenders"

The purpose of this report i1z to analyz=e the
recurring findings of Department research +that a
laver percentage of female offenders are returnaed
ta the Department’'s custady than male affenders.
The cohort used ta examine recidivism was the 1975
release groufp, Conviction crime, prior record,
and age upon cammitment are compared for male anad
female offenders.

E. REPORTS CN WQOMEN COMMITTED FOR HQMICIDE

T
&
iat

10. "Survey af 1980 New Commitments
Murder/Homicide Invalving Family Members®

This report examines male and female new commat-
mente in 1980 for all homicide cases in arder to
develcp an estimate of the number of victims who
are related to the offender. Appraximately 13% of
male homicide commitments in 1980 involved family
memhers ags victims. Hawever, 44% of the female
new commitments for haomicide invalved family =em-
hers. "Family memhers" are defined as legal o
comman-law spouse, pacramaour, childeen af the of-
fender or spause, parents and grandparents.

181

. 11, "1281 Female New Coammitments for Haomicide"
Thiz report fococuses solely on the &0 female new
. canmitments in 1981 for nmurder, nanslaughter, and
criminally negligent homicide. Topics discusszed
include the offender’s rocle, the oaffender’=z

5]
I )

relatiaonghip ta the victin, a=z well a= the type
wveapon used.

§




INMATE MOTHERS

12, "Bedford Hillg Nursery Motherzs Follow-Up"

This report 1z a fallow-up study of the 8 women
wha had bhakaes born an 1981 and 1982 aand par-
ticipated in the Nursery Program at Bedford Hills

Correctaonal Facilaty. The focus i=s an the cus-
tody of the infant and other children following
release.

13. "Survey of Nursery Pragrams in Ten States"

This report descrihes a survey done aof ten states
ta see what kind aof nursery program=s exnist for

wvomen who have hahies while incarcerated. States
with a fewmale under custady population of 250 or
more were included. None of the surveyed states

had a nursery pragram where the infants return to
the prison.

TIME SERVED

14. "Time Served Among Female Releases, 1978 through
1983"

This report examines the average time served Zfcr
female offenders in state prizon aover the release
years 1978 through 1983, Althaough this study
shows a moderate increase in average tinme zerved
over these years for women, it alsao shaows that in
comparable offense categories, female commaitments
serve less time than male commitments.

BEDFORD HILLS CLASSIFICATION DATA

s

The data wused in prepaying this series of reports iz
the Classification Ouestionnaire, a comprehensive self-
report survey which was distributed at Bedford Hillz
Carrectional Facility during reception. All women who
vere committed tao +the Department'’s custody were
praocessed through that facility, =pending their




first

few weeks din a claseificaticn procesz wherse
educaticnal, medical, and psychological tests were ad
ministered. The Classification Questicnnaire zaovered 3
‘ wvide range of taopics including Lfamily, cffenze, vioe
tims, drugs and alcohol, and pricr record.
13, "Female Cammitments 1982: The Fampily®
This report enamines the data collected n thz
family for the women committed to the Department
in 1982, Two different aspectse af the fawnily ars
discussed. Childhcad hkackground and current
family situatian. Specific areag includs wamen as
nothers, phyeical and =sexusl abuse, cu=ztady of
children and pricr emplayment.
ie. "Female Commitments 1982: The Zffensze"
As in the preceding report, this data is= hased o:
1982 female cammitments to the Department.
However, the focus in this report is the
affender’s perception of the current offense, in-
cluding their role in the crine, no-affender, in-
fluence of drugs and alcaohcl, relaticnrnship o vio-
tim and factors leading to crime.
17. "Family Situations of Celected 1aa Peralz
Commitments®
This is the firzst of three reportz wribtten on 13281
female commitments to the Departmrent. The pusgpDos
caf this report is to discuss the family situzt.onz
of the women pricr to the current incarceraticn.
Particular attention is given *o incarcerated
women with respect to the number, age, nd cucstody
caf her children. Emplayment and fiﬂmn&lal Mia
tory, as reported by the offendersz, is alzwo
presented.
18, "Family Histories aof Selected Female 1981

Canmitments”

This s=secand report aon 1381 female cammitnents
examines the childhood family aof the we
Topics include their attitudes towards &
parents and siblings, ag well az who had cust
of them as children and whether they vere a
as children.




19, "The Commiiment QOffencesz of Selected 1781 Ferals
Commpitmenta®
Thiz iz the fanal report written o0 the 13422
femaly cormitnents to Bedford Hills, The type of
cffense, nentencs length, aoffender’s role,
raelaticonshinp ta viatinmn, and the ocfiender’'a
rationale for the oaffence are discussed,

All of the above cited research repaorts are avzilable upon
regquest. Please include the following checklist waith your writ
ten requests.

Requests for these repcrtszs should he forwarded to:

Mr. Frank Tracy
Director of Program Planning,
Regearch and Evaluation
New York State Department of Correcticnal Services
Building #2, State Campus
Albany, New York 12226

Questions concerning this repoart seriesg may be dirscted 4.
Mr. Tracy at (518) 457-1886 or M=, Kathy Canestrini at
(318) 457-1893.
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Praofile of Women Under Custody: March 192%

C. Domegtic Viclence

Damestic Violence and Incarcerated Women:
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