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STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS AND TRENDS .. 

Appellate Courts 

1. In 1986, there were 1,880 filings (1,415 civil, 465 
cr iminal) and 2,049 d isposi tions ( 1,467 civil, 582 
criminal); filings dropped 1.1 percent, while dispositions 
rose 2.0 percent from 1985. 

2. Since 1976, the number of filings in the appellate courts 
soared 59.9 percent ( 1 ,176 to 1,880) or an average of 
about 6.0 percent per year; the number of filings per 
appellate judge cl imbed 48.8 percent (84 to 125). [Table 
12 J 

3. There were 933 formal dispositions (690 civil, 243 
criminal) in the appellate courts in 1986 -- an increase 
of one case from 1985. By formal opinion, the supreme 
court disposed of 344 cases (255 civil, 89 criminal); the 
court of appeals handled 589 cases (435 civil, 154 
criminal) • The number of civil cases disposed of by 
formal opinion in the appellate courts decreased 2.5 
percent (708 to 690) from 1985 to 1986; the number of 
criminal cases increased 8.5 percent (224 to 243). There 
were 1,116 appellate cases (777 civil, 339 criminal) 
terminated by order or other mode prior to submission to 
the court as compared to 1,077 dispositions of this kind 
in 1985. [T~bles 3 and 9] 

4. In 1986, cases involving domestic relations (dissolutions 
and child custody) comprised 31.2 percent (215 of 690) of 
the formal appellate decisions in civil cases the 
largest single category of disposi tions. The 104 tort 
cases comprised the second most numerous type of civil 
case followed by administrative law (101) and contract 
(91) cases. The number of attorney disciplinary cases 
disposed of by formal opinion increased from 13 to 18. 
[Tables 3 and 9] 

5. The average appellate case terminated by formal op~n~on 
was decided five months after it was ready for submission; 
the average elapse time from the filing of a notice of 
appeal to the time a case was ready for submission was 
about seven months. Regular civil cases submitted to the 
supreme court in January i987, were made ready in or 
before July 1986 -- a delay of six months. 

iv 
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6. During 1986, the number of pending cases in the appellate 
courts declined 1.3 percent (1,184 to 1,169). The number 
of cases "ready" for disposition rose 4.5 percent (378 to 
395). [A "ready" case in this context is defined as any 
pending case in which all necessary papers have been 
filed; it includes cases which have been submitted to the 
court but not decided.] [Tables 4 and 8] 

7" By formal opinion, the appellate courts affirmed the 
decision of the trial court approximately two-thirds 
of the time; about one out of five district court filings 
were rever:sed and in the remaining cases the appellate 
courts rendered a mixed decision, partially affirming and 
reversing the trial court. 

8. In 1986, there were 284 applications to the supreme court 
for fUrther review of a court of appeals decision. Of the 
281 applications considered, the court granted further 
review in 60 cases and denied further review in 221 other 
instances. Although only about one out of five 
applications for further review was granted in 1986, it 
was the highest number and percent ever granted. Since 
1977, the Stlpreme court has denied further review in 86 
percent of the cases (1,609/1,870). [Table 10] The 
supreme court vacated the judgment of the court of appeals 
in 32 cases; it affirmed 13 decisions in 1986. 
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Trial CouFt 

1. In. the 30-year period since 1956, the first year trial 
court statistics were collected and analyzed at the state 
level, the number of civil filings escalated 131.3 percent 
(22,922 to 53,027) while the number of criminal filings 
skyrocketed 634.7 percent (6,178 to 45,391); the number of 
civil/criminal filings per district judge mushroomed 138.9 
percent (416 to 994). [Appendix F) Iowa ',s population 
grew 5.9 percent (2,722,375 to 2,883,400) during this 
period. 

2. Since 1956, the number of civil/criminal dispositions per 
district court judge jumped 88.8 percent (394 to 744)0 
[Appendix H]. 

3. Since 1956, the number of juvenile petitions soared 296.2 
percent (1,607 to 6,367). The number of probate cases 
opened rose 47.4 percent (16,137 to 23,793) since 1956. 
[Appendix F] 

4. Since 1974, the first calendar year after unification of 
the Iowa District Court, civil filings, criminal filings, 
juvenile petitions and probate matterS have increased 
46.4, 119.8, 16.9, and 5.1 percent, respectively. 
Similarly, the number of simple misdemeanors/scheduled 
violations filings increased 24.0 percent (484,651 to 
686,348) while the -number of small claims petitions rose 
less than one percent (68,021 to 68,465). The 1986 
figures show a 2.9 percent increase in the number of 
simple misdemeanor f il ings, a 5.5 percent rise in the 
number of scheduled violations and a 5.9 percent decrease 
in the number of small claims filed in the district court 
from 1985. [Appendices F and G] 

5. In 1986, only 517 of the 232,211 simple misdemeanors (0.2 
percent) and 761 of the 26,067 small claims (2.9 percent) 
terminated by judicial officers were appealed to the 
district court. [Tables 5 and 6] 

6. In 1986, dissolutions and modifications (16,844), uniform 
support (7,722) , and domestic abuse (170) filings 
accounted for 24,736 cases or 46.6 percent of all civil 
f il ing s (53,027). Indictable misdemeanor cases involving 
first and second offense drunk driving (OWl) comprise 
18,286 of the 45,391 criminal filiogs or 40.3 percent of 
the total. There were 7,692 felony filings in 1986 -­
down 278 cases or 3.5 percent from the 7,970 felony 
filings in 1985. [Tables 4 and 5] 
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I. APPELLATE COURTS 

THE SUPREME COURT OF IOWA 

The Supreme Court of Iowa is composed of nine justices. 
The chief justice is selected by a vote of the court and serves 
for the duration of his or her eight-year term of office. As 
of January 1, 1987, ninety-eight persons have served on the 
supreme court since Iowa became a territory on July 12, 1838. 
Al though the high court was composed of only three justices 
during the first 25 years, the general assembly increased the 
court's membership to four in 1864, to five in 1876, to six in 
1894, to seven in 1913, to eight in 1927, and nine in 1929, as 
a result o£ rising caseload. 

At the end of 1986, the justices of the supreme court 
listed in order of seniority were: W. Ward Reynoldson, Chief 
Justice (Osceola), David'" Harris (Jefferson), Arthur A. 
McGiverin (Ottumwa), Jerry L. Larson (Harlan), Louis W. Schultz 
(Iowa City), James H. Carter (Cedar Rapids), Charles R. Wolle 
(Des Moines), Louis A. Lavorato (Des Moines), and Linda K. 
Neuman (Davenport). Justice Mark McCormick resigned effective 
January 31, 1986; on the same date, Fifth District Chief Judge 
Louis A. Lav()rato of Des Moines was appointed to the supreme 
court. On July 24, 1986, Seventh District Judge Linda K. 
Neuman was appointed to the supreme court to succeed Justice 
Harvey Uhlenhopp who died May 22, 1986. 

Pictured above in a October 1986 photograph of the Justices of 
the Supreme Court of Iowa are: Jerry L. Larson, David Harris, 
W. Ward ReynoldsoH (Chief), Arthur A. McGiverin and Louis W. 
Schultz (seated)~ and Louis A. Lavorato, James H. Carter, 
Charles R. Wolle and Linda K. Neuman (standing). 
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--- -------

Selection and Removal 

The method of selecting justices to the Supreme Court of 
Iowa has changed several times since 1838. While the three 
terri torial justices were appointed by the President of the 
united States, when Iowa became a state on December 28, 1846, 
the constitution provided for the selection of supreme court 
justices by a joint vote of both houses of the general 
assembly. Iowa's second constitution, adopted in 1857, 
reflected the mood of Jacksonian democracy and called for the 
popular election of judges. Finally, in 1962, Iowa voters 
ratified a constitutional amendment which removed judges from 
partisan elections and established a 15-member State Judicial 
Nominating Commission composed of seven laypersons appointed by 
the governor and confirmed by the senate and seven attorneys 
elected by members of the Iowa bar. The supreme court justice 
with the longest service, other than the chief justice, chairs 
the commission. Whenever a vacancy occurs on the Supreme Court 
of Iowa, the commission nominates three individuals from whom 
the governor selects one. One year following initial 
appointment, and every eight years thereafter, supreme court 
justices stand for retention at the general election. Trial 
and appellate judges appointed after July 1, 1965, must retire 
by age 72~ those appointed earlier may serve until their 75th 
birthday. 

Procedures were established in 1975 for the discipline and 
removal of judges standing for retention election. The 
Commission on Judicial Qualifications may apply to the supreme 
court to retire, discipline or remove any justice, judge or 
magistrate. The commission is composed of a district court 
judge and two practicing attorneys appointed by the chief 
justice of the supreme court and four non-attorney electors 
appointed by the governor and confirmed by the senate. 

Jurisdiction 

The supreme court stands at the apex of the Iowa judicial 
system. The court has general appellate jurisdiction in both 
civil and criminal cases. The court also has original 
jurisdiction in such cases as reapportionment, bar discipline 
and the issuance of temporary inj unctions. The supreme court 
has jurisdiction over all appeals from final judgments and from 
interlocutory orders. It also has the authority to grant writs 
of certiorari in cases where a district court is alleged to 
have exceeded its jurisdiction or otherwise acted illegally. A 
majority of cases handled by the supreme court are appeals from 
adverse final judgments in the trial court, the Iowa District 
Court. Except where the action involves an interest in real 
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est~te, no appeal shall be taken in any case where the amount 
in controversy, as shown by the pleadings, is less than $3,000 
unless the trial judge certifies that the cause is one in which 
appeal should be allowed. In small claims actions, \'I'here the 
amount in controversy is $2,000 or less, the supreme court may 
exercise discretionary review. In criminal cases where the 
state is the appellant or applicant, the supreme court may 
exercise discretionary review in the following cases: (1) an 
order dismissing an arrest or search warrant; (2) an order 
suppressin9 or admitting evidence; (3) an order granting or 
denying a change of venue; and (4) a final judgment or order 
raising a question of law important to the judiciary and the 
profession. In cases where the defendant is the appellant or 
appl icant, the supreme court may exe"rcise discretionary review 
in the following cases: ( 1) an ordEir suppressing or admitting 
evidence; (2) an order granting or denying a change of venUe; 
(3) an order denying probation; ( 4 ) a simple misdemeanor or 
ordinance violation conviction; and (5) an order raising a 
question of law important to the jUdiciary and the profession. 
All other final judgments may be appealed to the supreme court 
as a. matter of right. [See diagram of the Iowa judicial system 
on the preceding page.] 

The 1976 Session of the 66th General Assembly established 
a five-member court of appeals. [The Iowa Court of Appeals was 
increased to six members in 1983.] All cases continue to be 
appealed directly to the supreme court which transfers cases to 
the intermediate cOurt. Supreme court justices in rotating 
three-member panels determine which cases to retain and which 
matters to route to the court of appeals. Pursuant to Rule 
401, Rules of Appellate Procedure, the supreme court ordinarily 
shall hear (not transfer) cases involving: ( 1) substantial 
constitutional questions as to the validity of a statute, 
ordinance, court, or administrative rule; (2) substantial 
issues in which there is or is claimed to be a conflict with a 
publ ished decision of the court of appeals or supreme (~ourt; 
(3) substantial issues of first impression; (4) fundamental and 
urgent issues of broad public importance requiring prompt or 
ul tima te determination; and (5) lawyer discipline. The rule 
also authorizes summary disposition of certain cases by the 
supreme court and transfer to the court of appeals of cases 
involving the application of existing legal principles. 

In addition to deciding cases, the supreme court is 
authorized to supervlse the administration of justice and 
promulgate rules of procedure for the district court, determine 
the rules for admission and discipline of the bar, regulate a 
client security fund and program of mandatory continuing 
education for lawyers and judges, and adopt rules regulating 

-4-



appellate practice and procedure. In exercising its 
administrative and supervisory control over the trial court, 
the Supreme Court of Iowa appoints a chief judge in each of the 
eight judicial districts. The chief judges are responsible for 
overseeing all judges and magistrates within their 
jurisdictions. Together with the chief justice of the supreme 
court and the chief judge of the court of appeals, chief judges 
of the dist'rict court comprise the Iowa Judicial Council. The 
council is authorized to consider all court administrative 
rules, directives, and regulations necessary to provide for an 
efficient, orderly, and effective administration of justice in 
Iowa. 

Administrative Office 

Assisting the supreme court in its administrative, 
supervisory, and decision-making roles are the state court 
administrator, clerk of the supreme court, legal assistants, 
and various boards and commissions. The court administrator, 
clerk of supreme court and legal assistants Serve at the 
pleasure of the court. The court administrator and staff have 
many statutory and administrative responsibilities including: 
managing the judicial department, screening cases for oral 
argument and cas.e routing, wr.iting case statements, gathering 
statistical data on judicial business at all levels, 
apportioning judicial magistrates among the counties, computing 
the district court judgeship formula, conducting educational 
programs for judicial officers and support staff, recommending 
improvements in the organization and operation of the judicial 
system, administering the judicial retirement system, handling 
fiscal and personnel matters, planning and budgeting for the 
judicial department, providing administrative assistance to 
various court-appointed committees, and attending to such 
matters as the supreme court may direct. The court 
administrator serves as the executive secretary for the 
Judicial Qualifications Commission and secretary to the State 
JUdicial Nominating Commission; the court administrator is also 
a member of the Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning Agency 
and the State Library Commission. 

The clerk of the supreme court also serves as the clerk of 
the court of appeals. The clerk dockets and monitors all cases 
appealed to the court, collects court fees, files legal briefs, 
and appendices, and records and files every opinion and order 
of the appellate courts. The clerk is responsible for the sale 
of court opinions, the administration of the biannual Iowa bar 
examination and the election of attorney-members to the state 

,. 
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and judicial election district nominating commissions. The 
clerk of the supreme court also collects and accounts for all 
fees associated with the state bar examination and the 
shorthand reporter examination and certification. 

Boards and Commissions 

In its role as supervisor of the Iowa bar, the supreme 
court appoints the members of the Board of Law Examiners and 
confirms as commissioners of the court the members of the 
Grievance Commission and the Committee on Professional Ethics 
and Conduct. In 1973, with the assistance of The Iowa State 
Bar Association, the court established the Client Security and 
Attorney Disciplinary System designed to prevent defalcations 
by members of the Iowa bar and provide for the payment of 
losses caused to the public by dishonest conduct of Iowa 
attorneys. The court appointed a seven-member commission to 
administer the fund resulting from an annual assessment imposed 
on attorneys. In 1973, the supreme court ordered that all Iowa 
lawyers and judges complete a minimum of 15 hours of continuing 
legal education each year. A 12-member Commission on 
Continuing Legal Education was appointed to exercise general 
supervisory authority over the administration of this rule. 

On December 28, 1984, the Supreme Court of Iowa, upon 
peti tion of The Iowa State Bar Association, established an 
Interest on Lawyers' Trust Account program (IOLTA), effective 
July 1, 1985. Attorneys in Iowa are required to deposit 
clients' funds in interest-bearing trust accounts. However, 
under this program, sums that are too small or held for too 
short a time to cover the cost of maintaining the accounts, the 
attorneys are required to deposi t such funds into a pooled 
interest-bearing trust account. Any interest resulting from 
the pooled account is transmitted to the Lawyer Trust Account 
Commission, a seven-member body of both lawyers and laypersons 
appointed by the supreme court to administer the IOLTA 
program. Funds received in the IOLTA prograw are used 
primarily to assist in providing legal services to the poor in 
ci viI cases. Other publ ic purposes related to improving the 
administration of justice also are eligible. The supreme court 
determines the actual allocation of IOLTA funds. In 1986, 
IOLTA grants totaling $332,004 were awarded to 13 
organizations. 

The supreme court is responsible for promulgating rules of 
evidence, appellate, civil, criminal, juvenile and probate 
procedure. The court also is authorized to prescribe rules of 
evidence, pleading, practice, and procedure, and the forms of 
process, writs, and notices for all proceedings concerning 
hospitalization of mentally ill persons and chemical substance 
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abuse. In exercising its rulemaking authority, the supreme 
court is assisted by several commi ttees including: (1) the 
Supreme court Committee on Rules of Civil Procedure: ( 2) the 
Advisory Commi t tee on Rules of Criminal Procedure: (3) the 
Supreme Court Advisory Committee on Iowa Rules of Evidence; (4) 
the Supreme Court Advisory Committee on Rules of Juvenile 
Procedure; and (5) the Probate Rules Committee. 

Court Reorganization 

In recent years the administrative responsibilities of the 
state court administrator and supreme court have increased 
dramatically as the size of the judicial department has grown. 
The 1983 Court Reorganization Act provided state funding for 
~ourt support staff and a five-year phase-in by functional arp,a 
of various court system components: October 11 1983 - jury 
fees and mileage; July 1, 1984 - court reporters, and witness 
fees and mileage: January 1, 1985 - court attendants; July 1, 
1985 - juvenile referees, juvenile court officers, and staff; 
July 1, 1986 district court clerks and staff, probate 
referees, judicial hospitalization referees, and incidental 
j ud icial expenses; and July 1, 1987 - ind igent defense costs. 
The implementation of court reorganization has proceeded on 
schedule. The judicial department doubled in size when over 
900 employees join the department July 1, 1986. 

The supreme court has appointt:d advisol'v committees from 
different components joining the judicial department to assist 
the court in implementing a smooth transition. A personnel 
system and pay plan for all judicial employees has been 
established. The state court administrator is the public 
employer of court employees for purposes of public employment 
relations. 

The supreme court also is assisted by eight chief judges 
and district court administrators who supervise judicial 
officers and employees in their respective districts. Although 
funding is now centralized, most of the day-to-day 
administration is done at the district level where budgets are 
developed and expenditures are monitored. The supreme court 
and staff review all budget requests, prepare a departmental 
budget, and present the budget request to the legislative 
branch. A budget summary is attached to the chief justice's 
annual "State of the Judiciary" message to the legislature. 
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Budget 

The 1986 Session of thp 71st General Assembly appropriated 
$31,500,000 to finance the ,\,?eration and administration of the 
Judicial Department for fiscal year ending June 30, 1987. This 
figure includes appropriations for the supreme court, court of 
appeals, state court administrator's office, district court 
administration, court-related boards and commissions, jury and 
witness fees, the salaries and travel expenses of all judicial 
officers, referees, and support staff, and the offices of 
district court clerks and juvenile court services. 

As noted in Chart 2 below, the general fund appropriation 
for the judiciary represented 2.4 percent of the total state 
general fund appropriation of $2,182,088,367. 

REGULATORY & 
LICENSING 

$11.8 .S\ 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
$27.4 1.3\ 

CHART 2 
8'1'ATE OP IOWA 

Appropriated funds for Fiscal year 1987 
in millions of dollars $2,182.10 

3.9\ 

EDUCATION 
$1.221.1 56.0\ 

The cost of administering the Judicial Department is 2.4 percent of 
the total State General Fund Appropriation for FY 1987. 

source: Legislative Fiscal Bureau, Fiscal Report 1986 Session, June, 
1986. 

*Judicial Department includes: court operations and reorganization. 
**Other Justice System includes: the Attorney General's Office, the 
Departments of Corrections and Public Safety, the Law Enforcement Academy, 
the parole Board &nd appropriation for a tort liability study. 
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Work Load 

During 1986, the Supreme Court of Iowa disposed of 344 
cases by wri tten opinion -- 237 civil, 89 criminal and 18 
disciplinary. [Table 1] As illustrated in the chart below, 
the number of formal opinions (signed and unsigned) increased 
13.2 percent (304 to 344) from 1985 to 1986. The fluctuation 
in the number of per curiam opinions during the last few years 
is primarily the result of the use of the "fast-track" decision 
process whereby less complex cases are submitted without oral 
argument to rotating three-justice panels. 

Signed Court Unsigned Per 
Year Opinions Curiam Opinions Total 

1986 272 72 344 
1985 273 31 304 
1984 270 53 323 
1983 281 174 455 
1982 289 178 467 
1981 278 105 383 
1980 250 2~ 275 

As illustrated in Table 2, 84.6 percent of the cases (291 
of 344) decided by formal opinion were appealed to the supreme 
court as a matter of right. There were 245 appeals from final 
judgments in the district court r 11 appeals from interlocutory 
rules, 9 postconviction appeals, 18 attorney disciplinary 
actions, 2 cases involving certified questions of law from the 
u.s. District Court and 6 cases by miscellaneous modes of 
review. The Supreme Court of Iowa exercised discretionary 
review in only 53 cases -- 45 cases appealed from the court of 
appeals and 8 original certiorari cases. 

Table 3 shows the most numerous types of civil cases 
disposed of by written opinion concerned torts (62), 
administrative law (56), domestic relations (33), contracts 
(30), property (12) and postconviction relief (12). Of the 89 
criminal cases, 22 involved guilty pleas and/or sentencing 
issues, exclusively. 

In addition to writing 344 op1n10ns during 1986, the nine 
supreme court justices registered 28 dissents and 8 special 
concurrences. Their opinions totaled 3,292 pages or 370 pages 
per judge on double-spaced, letter-size paper. The average 
supreme court opinion was nearly 10 pages in length, down one 
page from 1985. About 92 percent of the rulings (316 of 344) 
were approved by a unanimous vote of the justices. 
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Cases filed before the supreme court declined slightly 
from 1,901 (1985) to 1,880 (1986) a decrease of 1.1 
percent. As noted in Table 11, the number of filings in the 
supreme court mushroomed 59.9 percent (1,176 to 1,880) during 
the last decade. Since 1976 p civil filings have soared 92.0 
percent (737 to 1,415) while criminal cases have climbed 5.9 
percent (439 to 465). 

Table 4 indicates the number of civil and criminal cases 
II In Work," "Ready," "Assigned" and "Ou t-to-Judges j

, which were 
pending as of January 1, 1984, 1985, 1986 and 1987. From 
December 31, 1985, to the end of 1986, the number of cases "In 
Work" fell 6.2 percent (825 to 774) while the number of cases 
"Ready" for disposition decreased 29.7 percent (236 to 166). 
The total number of pending cases dropped by 127 cases (1,126 
to 999) or 11.3 percent. 

When the pending cases in both appellate courts are 
examined, figures show an overall decrease of 1.3 percent 
(1,184 to 1(169) in the number of pending cases from December 
31, 1985, to the end of 1986. Including cases assigned and 
submitted but not decided, the number of cases ready for 
disposition (i~e., all necessary papers filed) rose 4.7 percent 
(378 to 395) during 1986. 

As noted in Table 5, the average elapse time from "Ready" 
for submission to supreme court decision was 4.5 months in 1986 
-- down a full month from processing time in recent years. The 
processing time for civil, priority civil and criminal cases 
was 4~9, 3.4, and 3.5 months, respectively. 

An examination of the direction of the supreme court 
decisions during 1986, indicates that 60 percent of the 
district court rulings were affirmed by the court, 29 percent 
were reversed, and 11 percent were mixed. (A "mixed" supreme 
court decision is defined as a ruling which both "affirms" and 
"modifies" or ureversesu parts of a district court ruling.) 
Sixty-nine caseS involving such matters as attorney 
disciplinary actions, appeals from the court of appeals, 
certification of questions of law and original jurisdiction 
matters were not classified or included in the disposition 
direction computation. 
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1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 - - - ---'-

Affirmed 53 67 64 62 60 61 60 
Reversed 33 23 23 25 27 29 29 
Mixed 14 10 13 13 13 10 11 

Sixty percent of the cases (205/344) disposed of by 
written opinion were appealed from the trial courts of nine 
urban counties. Nearly one out of five cases arose in Polk 
County. 

Number Percentage of 
Counties of Cases Total Cases Disposed 

Polk 64 18.6 
Sco·tt 30 8.7 
Black Hawk 24 7 .. 0 
Linn 23 6.7 
Johnson 18 S.2 
Dubuque 15 4.4 
Pottawattamie 12 3.5 
Woodbury 11 3.2 
Cerro Gordo 8 2.3 - ---' 

TOTAL 205 59.6 

In addition to the 344 supreme court cases disposed of by 
formal opinion after submission to the court, 1,661 cases 
(1,164 civil and 497 criminal) were disposed of by court order, 
consolidation, dismissal by the clerk for failure to cure a 
default or by voluntary action by the parties involved. Table 
6 shows 152 cases were dismissed by order of the supreme court; 
284 orders were issued denying petitions for various types of 
review; 86 cases were dismissed by the clerk for failure to 
cure a default after notice; 415 cases were voluntarily 
withdrawn by the parties; 27 cases were consolidated; 552 cases 
were transferred by order of the supreme court to the court of 
appeals and 145 were disposed of by other means. In total, 
2,005 filings were disposed of by the supr.eme court in 1986. 
Excluding cases transferred to the court of appeals, the 
supreme court disposed of 1,453 appeals in 1986. 

A significant amount of judge-time also was spent ruling 
on preliminary motions and applications, conducting hearings, 
and writing 4,955 orders which did not result in the disposal 
of a case. Excluding orders transferrIng cases to the court of 
appeals, the number of dispository and non-dispository orders 
issued by the supreme court during the last seven years is 
illustrated on the next page. 
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Year Dispository Orders Nondispository Orders 

1986 1,109 4,955 
1985 1,068 5,128 
1984 1,002 4,974 
1983 893 5,071 
1982 923 4,939 
1981 822 5,006 
1980 838 4,220 

In recent years, several major structural and procedural 
changes have contributed to the supreme court's ability to 
handle an increasing number of appeals. One important 
innovation has been the reinstitution of a practice prevalent 
from 1929-43: namely, hearing and deciding cases in divisions 
of five members. Instead of spend ing four days a month in 
court hearing oral arguments, each justice now spends two days 
hearing oral arguments. (During the monthly court week, 
Wednesday and sometimes part of Thursday morning, generally are 
reserved for conference and administrative matters.) Except in 
the most complex and controversial cases in which two or more 
justices request disposition en banc (by the full nine-member 
court), cases before the supreme court are decided by 
division. The drafts of all proposed opinions are circulated 
to the entire court. At any time prior to final approval of a 
proposed opinion, any two justices may request that a specific 
case be decided en banco The research staff initially screens 
all cases and recommends to a three-justice screening panel 
whether a case should be submitted en banc or to a division; 
staff attorneys also recommend the amount of oral argument 
time, if any, which should be allotted to each case, and 
whether the case should be retained by the supreme court or 
transferred to the court of appeals. 

As noted in Table 7, 287 of the 344 supreme court 
decisions were decided by a panel of five justices. Forty 
percent of the disciplinary cases were considered en banc; 16.5 
percent of the civil and 12.4 percent of the criminal cases 
were voted on formally by the full membership of the court. 
Overall, 16.6 percent of the cases disposed of in 1986 were 
decided by all nine justices sitting en banco 

In addi tion to using j ud icial panels to hear and decide 
cases, the court also has cons~rved time by reducing the number 
of cases permi tted oral argument and limi ting the amount of 
time each party can use in presenting its case. While before 
1973 the court allowed 75 minutes to argue a case, today most 
oral arguments are limi ted to approximately 35 minutes. In 
1986, nearly one-third of the cases disposed of by formal 
opinion were submitted to the supreme court without oral 
argument. 
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The number and percentage of appeals submitted to the supreme 
court without oral argument since 1976, are illustrated below. , 

-
SUBMISSIONS TO THg SUPREME COURT 

Percent 
Year Oral Non-Oral Total Non-Oral 

1986 229 105 334 31.4 
1985 250 53 303 17.5 
1984 234 76 310 24 .. 5 
1983 257 193 450 43.5 
1982 264 217 481 45.1 
1981 254 136 390 34 .. 9 
1980 236 46 282 16.3 
1979 209 60 269 22.3 
1978 258 96 354 27 .. 1 
1977 264 105 369 28.5 
1976 242 149 391 38.1 

Other factors playing crucial roles in alleviating some of 
the court's research and administrative burdens include: the 
research of legal assistants, case statements, court orders and 
screening recommendations drafted by the resear('>n staff, and 
the administrative tasks performed by the state court 
administrator and staff, and the clerk's office. 

THE IOWA COURT OF APPEALS 

In 1976, the 66th General Assembly established a new 
five-member appellate court designated as the Iowa Court of 
Appeals; in 1983 a sixth member was added. The new court began 
hearing oral arguments and deciding cases in January 1977. The 
members of the Iowa Court of Appeals listed in order of 
seniority are: Allen L. Donielson (Des Moines), Bruce M. 
Snell, Jr. (Ida Grove), Leo Oxberger, Chief Judge (Des Moines), 
Dick R. Schlegel (Ottumwa), Maynard J. V. Hayden (Indianola) 
and Rosemary Shaw Sackett (Spencer). 

The court of appeals is authorized to review all civil and 
criminal actions, postconviction remedy proceedings, small 
claims actions, writs, order.s, and other processes transferred 
to it by the supreme court. The Iowa Court of Appeals hears 
only the cases transferred to it by the supreme court. All 
cases continue to be appealed directly to the supreme court. 
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The judges of the Iowa Court of Appeals are, from left: 
Maynard J • V. Hayden, Dick R. Schlegel, Allen L. Donielson, 
Chief ~Judge Leo Oxberger, Bruce M. Snell, Jr .. , and Rosemary 
Shaw Sackett. 

Work Load 

As indicated in Table 8, during 1986, the six-member court 
of appeals disposed of 596 cases -- 440 civil and 156 criminal 

the second largest number of dispositions in its nine-year 
history. There were 71 per curiam opinions, 518 signed 
opinions, and seven cases dismissed by order. Since the court 
of appeals was established in late 1976 and began deciding 
cases in 1977, it has disposed of 4,747 cases (3,445 civil and 
1 ,302 criminal). There were 99 civil and 71 criminal cases 
pending before the court of appeals at the end of 1986. 

The number and type of cases disposed of by formal written 
opinion are illustrated in Table 9. As noted in this table, 
the court of appeals disposed of 182 domestic relations cases 
(81 involving child custody), 61 contract cases, 45 
administrative law matters, 42 tort cases, 33 property matters, 
and 31 postconviction relief cases. Nine of the 154 criminal 
cases disposed of involved exclusively sentencing or guilty 
plea issues. 

Of the 582 cases classified by disposition, 403 or 69.2 
percent were affirmed, 83 or 14.3 percent were reversed, and 96 
or 16.5 percent were a combination of the two, modified or 
remanded only. 
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During 1986, the supreme court considered 281 applications 
for further review and granted review in 60 cases or 21.4 
percent of the time. Of the 45 court of appeals rulings 
reviewed by the supreme court in 1986, 32 were vacated and 13 
were af·f irmed. 

The average delay from the time a case was "ready" for 
submission to "decision" by the court of appeals was five 
months -- over seven months less than appellate delay in 1977, 
the court I s first year of operation. [Table 11] In 1986, the 
average elapse time for non-priority civil cases was 5.5 
months; the delay was 16.1 months in 1977. The average delay 
in case processing has remained relatively constant since 1978. 

Of the 589 cases submitted to the court of appeals in 
1986, 334 or 56.7 percent were heard on the record without oral 
argument. In 1985, the proportion of cases decided without 
oral argument was 53.4 percent. 

Including the 86 opinions with one or more dissents, the 
589 formal opinions totaled 3,974 pages, an average of 6.7 
pages per case or 662 pages per judge, counting the title 
page. The number of opinion-pages was up 501 pages from 1985. 
Opinions ranged in length from 2 to 33 pages on double-spaced, 
letter-size paper. 

Of the 589 dispositions by formal opinion, 320 or 54.3 
percent were appealed from ten counties: Polk (96), Linn (37), 
Black Hawk and Scott (36), Pottawattamie (26), Johnson and 
Dubuque (20), Marshall and Woodbury (17), and Muscatine (15). 
During 1986, the court of appeals decided cases from 93 of the 
99 counties in Iowa. 

Iowa Appellate Courts -- Statistical Summar¥ 

There were 1,880 cases -- 1,415 civil and 465 criminal -­
filed in the supreme court in 1986, down from 1,901 in 1985. 
The number of appellate case filings from 1976 to 1986 is 
graphically illustrated in Table 12. Since 1976, civil filings 
have soared 92.0 percent (737 to 1,415) while the number of 
criminal cases docketed has increased 5.9 percent (439 to 
465). In 1986, there were over 125 filings per appellate 
judge. 

During 1986, the supreme court and the court of appeals 
disposed of 2,049 cases 1,46 7 civil ( includ ing 18 
attorney disciplinary cases) and 582 criminal -- up from 2,009 
in 1985. Over half of the civil (777/1,467) and criminal 
dispositions (339/582) were by order rather than formal 
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opinion ~ 49.5 percent of these matters were dismissed by the 
clerk or the court, denied or consolidated; 37.4 percent were 
voluntarily dismissed or withdrawn. There were 1 ,169 
cases pending (844 civil and 325 criminal) at the end of the 
year -- a decrease of 15 or 1.3 percent from the first of the 
year. The number of pending cases ready for disposition 
rose 4.5 percent (378 to 395) during 1986. 

There were 933 dispositions by formal op1n1on -- 690 civil 
and 243 criminal. During 1986, the average case was decided 
about one year after it was docketed in the supreme court 
clerk's office. In the average case the parties required 
nearly seven months to file the briefs, records, etc., and make 
the case ready for submission to the court; the elapse time 
from readiness to decision was approximately five months. 

The largGst category of civil cases handled at the 
appellate level by formal opinion was domestic relations -- 215 
of 672 civil cases (excluding disciplinary cases) or 32.0 
percent. The number and types of other civil cases decided by 
formal opinion in the appellate courts were as follows: 
torts, 104; administrative law, 101; and contracts, 91. 

The supreme court disbarred or revoked the licenses of 12 
attorneys, suspended the licenses of 33 lawyers, reprimanded 
45 attorneys, and censured one member of the bar. In seven 
instances, attorney licenses were reinstated and eighteen 
disciplinary cases were decided by a formal opinion of the 
supreme court. 
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YEAR 

1986 

1985 

1984 

1983 

1982 

1981 

1980 

1979 

1978 

1977 

1976 

TOTAL 

TABLE 

NUMBER OF CIVIL, CRIMINAL AND DISCIPLINARY CASESa 
TERMINATED BY FORMAL OPINION 

!SUPREME COURT OF IOWA, 1976-1986 

CIVILb CRIMINALc DISCIPLINARyd 

,237 89 18 

245 46 13 

209 100 14 

301 149 5 

295 161 11 

208 171 4 

187 84 4 

202 81 7 

245 103 9 

252 118 4 

176 210 8 

TOTAL 

344 

304 

323 

455 

467 

383 

275 

290 

357 

374 

394 

2,557 1,312 97 3,966 

a. Where two or more related cases were consolidated for 
purposes of decision-making and resolved by one court 
opinion, only one of the combined cases was counted in 
computing the total number of dispositions by opinion. In 
1986, the 344 supreme court decisions involved 371 case 
filings. 

b. The "civil" case category in this report includes appeals 
from final denials of postconviction relief and all 
certiorari cases. 

c. "Criminal" means direct appeals from final judgment in 
criminal cases. 

d. Includes only the bar disciplinary proceedings disposed of 
by written opinion and published in the North Western 
~eporter .. 
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TABLE 2 

FORMAL DISPOSITIONS BY THE SOPREME COURT OF IOWA 
AS CLASSIFIED BY MODE OF REVIEW -- 1980-1986 

....... 
NUMBER OF l~ORMAL DISPOSITIONS 

.-. 
MODE OF REVIEW 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

Appeal from Final Order 
(judgment) in District Court 

Civil Case 149 145 2,33 217 134 164 
Criminal Case 75 159 149 131 86 33 

, .. - ~ 

Original Certiorari 
Civil Case 4 6 5 7 6 10 
Criminal Case 4 3 4 2 3 3 

Appeal from Interlocutory 
Ruling 10 19 15 29 16 19 

-
Discretionary Review of 

Small Claim 5 1 3 4 -- 1 

Certified Question of Law 2 3 6 4: 4 1 

- -------Appeal in Postconviction 
Relief Proceeding 8 21' 17 17 16 15 

- . 
Lawyer Disciplinary 4 4 11 5 14 13* 

Further Review 10 15 15 23 23 38 
--~ - - . 

Miscellaneous 4 7 9 16 11 t6 
- - -- --

Total Dispositions 275 383 467 455 313 303 
- "'" 

*lncludes one judge disciplinary case. 

1986 

166 
79 

6 
2 

11 

--
2 

9 

18 

45 

6 

344 



TABLE 3 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF CASES DISPOSED OF 
BY SUPREME COURT OPINION, 1980-1986 

CASE TYPE 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 
I 

CIVIL 
Administrative law 31 23 41 56 31 
Contracts 42 29 37 46 30 
Contested child custody 10 14 13 16 7 
Domestic relations not 

involving child custody 8 32 56 43 19 
postconviction relief 8 21 17 17 18 
Property 15 16 26 1 1 17 
Taxation 4 4 5 7 2 
Tort 34 33 46 55 39 
Trusts, estates, wills 9 7 9 10 10 
Other 26 29 45 40 36 

TOTAL CIVIL 187 Wa 295 301 21f9 

CRIMINAL , , 
Guilty plea only 4 11 15 8 2 
Sentencing only 9 19 23 30 10 
Guilty plea and 

sentencing only 3 7 4 2 4 
Other 68 134 119 109 84 

TOTAl. CRIMINAL --a4 TIT 161 149 100 

LAWYER DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEEDINGS 4 4 11 5 14 

TOTAL 275 383 467 455 323 

*Includes one judge disciplinary case. 
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1985 t986 

56 56 
35 30 

7 10 

10 23 
16 12 
18 12 

8 3 
50 62 

6 2 
39 27 

245 m 

-- 6 
10 12 

1 4 
35 67 

46 89 

13* 18 

304 344 
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TABLE 4 

N{H3ER OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES: IN l«>RKa, .READyb, 
ASSIGNEOC, AND OOl'-'ID-SUPIUoIE COORI' .m>TIQsj 

A CCMPARI~ OF CASEOOl\OO 
DECEMBER 31, 1984, 1985 AND 1986 

1984 1985 1986 

CIVIL CRIMINAL 'lUrAL CIVIL CRIMINAL '.l'OrAL CIVIL CRIMINAL rorAL 

IN~ 567 258 825 535 271 806 553 221 774 

READY 189 47 236* 80 17 97* 145 21 166* 

ASSIQmD 20 6 26 19 7 26 20 8 28 

CXJT-IID-
JUSTICFS 29 10 39 36 5 41 27 4 31 

'lU.rAL 805 321 1,126 670 300 970 745 254 999 

a. In WOrk -- All cases docketed which are not yet ready for submission. 
b. Ready -- All cases ready for submission. 
c. Assigned -- All cases which have been assigned to the justices and will be 

submitted or formally presented to the court within a month. 
d. Out-to-Justices -- All cases submitted to the court which have not been 

decided. 

*For purposes of this table, the 569, 727, and 552 cases transferred to the 
court of appeals in 1984, 1985 and 1986, respectively, were deducted from the 
number of ready cases pending before the supreme court. 
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YEAR 

1986 

1985 

1984 

1983 

1982 

1981 

1980 

1979 

1978 

1977 

1976 

---~---

TABLE 5 

AVERAGE DELAY (IN MONTHS) FROM THE TIME A 
CASE IS READY FOR SUBMISSION TO OPINION 

SUPREME COURT OF IOWA, 1976-1986 

TYPE OF CASE 

PRIORITY 
CIVIL CIVIL CRIMINAL 

4.9 3.4 3.5 

6.1 4.0 3.8 

6.2 4.1 4.1 

6.8 3.8 3.7 

7.5 4.6 3.8 

5.9 4.7 4.9 

5.2 4.3 4 .. 8 

5.4 4.0 4.4 

8.3 4.1 4 .. 2 

17.0 4.3 4.5 

20.2 4.0 3.8 
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AVERAGE 
DELAY 

4.5 

5.6 

5.4 

5.5 

5.9 

5.2 

5.0 

5.0 

6.5 

12.2 

9.0 



TABLE 6 

DISPOSITION OF CASES AT THE SUPREME COURT L~VEL BY ORDER 
OR OTHER MODE PRIOR TO FORMAL SUBMISSION TO THE COURT - 1986 

NUMBER OF DISPOSITIONS 

TYPE OF DISPOSITION CIVIL 

Voluntary dismissal or with­
drawal of appeal or other 
review by appellant 334 

Dismissal by the clerk pur­
suant to Rule 19, R. App. P., 
for failure to cure default 
within 15 days after notice 69 

Dismissal by court for failure 
to comply with Rules of Appel-
late Procedure --

Dismissal by court for lack of 
jurisdiction 13 

Dismissal by court of frivolous 
criminal appeal pursuant to 
Rule 104, R. App. P. --

Denial of petition for permis­
sion to appeal an interlocutory 
ruling 148 

Denial of petition for writ of 
certiorari 44 

Denial of petition for discre-
tionary review 32 

Cases transferred to the court 
of appeals by order of the 
supreme court 392 

Consolidations* 19 

Other 113 

TOTALS 1,164 

CRIMINAL 

81 

17 

1 

138 

2 

58 

160 

8 

32 

497 

TOTAL 

415 

86 

1 

13 

138 

148 

46 

90 

552 

27 

145 

1,661 

*For purposes of this table, cases were classified as consoli­
dated at the time an order granting consolidation was filed. 
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CIVIL 

CRIMINAL 

DISCIPIJNARY 

T01'AL 

TABLE 7 

lOU3ER OF CIVIL, CRIMINAL AND DISCIPLINARY 
CASES DISPOSED OF BY OPINICI'l OF TBE SUPREJm COORl' 

EN BANe AND BY DIVISIOO, 1984-1986 

m BAN: DIVISI(E PERCmT EN Bl\'OC 

1984 1985 1986 1984 1985 1986 1984 1985 1986 

22 37 39 187 208 198 10.5% 15.1% 16.5% 

13 5 11 87 41 78 13.0% 10.9% 12.4% 

14 11 7 - 2 11 100.0% 84.6% 38.9% 

49 53 57 274 251 287 15.2% 17.4% 16.6% 
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YFAR 

1986 

1985 

1984 

1983 

1982 

1981 

1980 

1979 

1978 

1977 

iU.rAL 

TABLE 8 

N(tffiER OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES TRANSFERRED ro, 
TEBMINATED BY AND PENDIN3 BEFORE THE I<liA COORr OF APPEAIS 

1977-1986 

TRANSFERRED TEBMINATED PENDnx; END OF YFAR 

CIVIL CRIMINAl.. 'lU.rAL CIVIL CRIMINAL 'lU.rAL CIVIL CRIMINAL 'IDrAL 

392 160 552 440 156 596 99 71 170 

524 203 727 459 178 637 147 67 214 

412 157 569 397 135 532 80 41 121 

330 119 449 405 150 555 65 19 84 

397 134 531 307 116 423 140 50 190 

305 149 454 348 163 511 50 32 82 

344 116 460 303 94 397 93 46 139 

263 114 377 259 120 379 52 24 76 

245 125 370 267 117 384 48 30 78 

330 95 425* 260 73 333 70 22 92 

3,542 1,372 4,914 3,445 1,302 4,747 844 402 1,246 

*Includes 69 cases -- 56 civil and 13 criminal -- transferred to the court of 
appeals in late 1976. 
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TABLE 9 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF CASES DISPOSED OF BY OPINION 
IOWA COURT OF APPEALS 

1980-1986 

CASE TYPE 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

CIVIL 
Administrative law 33 36 44 56 31 34 
Contracts 35 39 50 54 58 74 
Contested child custody 44 63 51 84 51 51 
Domestic relations not 

involving child custody 81 94 53 87 102 106 
Postconviction relief 10 16 12 29 27 35 
Property 26 24 24 28 37 44 
Taxation 3 4 4 3 9 8 
Tort 34 35 33 28 41 37 
Trusts, estates, wills 14 13 13 16 3 23 
Other 16 14 17 14 36 38 

TOTAL CIVIL 296 338 301 399 '395 450 

CRIMINAL 
Guilty plea only 3 10 3 4 4 4 
Sentencing only 7 12 9 6 21 20 
Guilty plea and 

sentencing only 2 5 -- 4 2 2 
Other 82 136 102 135 106 152 

TOTAL CRIMINAL 94 163 114 149 133 T78 

TOTAL 390 501 415 548 528 628 
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1986 

45 
61 
89 

93 
31 
33 

4 
42 
17 
20 

435 

2 
6 

1 
145 
154 

589 



TABLE 10 

APPLICATIONS TO THE SUPREME COURT FOR FURTHER REVIEW OF A 
COORT OF APPEALS DECISION 1977-1986 

APPLICATIONS GRANTED APPLICATIONS DENIED 
PERCENT 

CIVIL CRIMINAL TOTAL CIVIL CRIMINAL TOTAL GRANTED 

1986 48 12 60 132 89 221 21.4 

1985 33 10 43 173 90 263 14.1 

1984 33 11 44 135 62 197 18.3 

1983 16 7 23 114 60 174 11.7 

1982 12 7 19 125 48 173 9.9 

1981 11 5 16 88 31 119 11.9 

1980 11 2 13 106 38 144 8.3 

1979 6 6 12 78 54 132 8.3 

1978 17 4 21 78 38 116 15.3 

1977 6 4 10 54 16 70 12.5 

TOTAls 193 68 261 1,083 526 1,609 14.0 
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YEAR 

1986 

1985 

1984 

1983 

1982 

1981 

1980 

1979 

1978 

1977 

TABLE 11 

AVERAGE DELAY (IN MONTHS) FROM THE TIME 
A CASE IS READY FOR SUBMISSION TO OPINION 

IOWA COURT OF APPEALS 
1977-1986 

TYPE OF CASE 

PRIORITY 
CIVIL CIVIL CRIMINAL 

5.5 4.4 4.5 

5.8 4 .. 8 4.7 

5.1 4 .. 4 4.3 

6 .. 3 5.0 5.2 

6.9 5.2 5.3 

5.8 5.0 5.0 

4.8 4 .. 8 4.8 

5.2 4.2 4.6 

3.7 4.0 4.1 

16.1 4.6 4.6 
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AVERAGE 
DELAY 

5.0 

5.2 

4 .. 8 

5.7 

6.2 

5.5 

4.8 

4.9 

5.8 

12.5 



TABLE 12 

NUMBER OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES FILED* 
AT THE APPELLATE COURT LEVEL 

1976-1986 

YEAR CIVIL* CRIMINAL 

1986 1,415 465 

1985 1,362 539 

1984 1,297 587 

1983 1,290 491 

1982 1,253 596 

1981 1,175 558 

1980 1,081 539 

1979 1,014 493 

1978 1,003 487 

1977 785 446 

1976 737 439 

TOTAL 12,412 5,640 

10-Year Increase 
in Percent 92.0% 5 .. 9% 

*Includes attorney disciplinary cases. 
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TOTAL 

1,880 

1,901 

1,884 

1,781 

1,849 

1,733 

1,620 

1,507 

1,490 

1,231 

1,176 

lB,052 

59.9% 



II. TRIAL COURT 

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 

The unified trial court, known as the "Iowa District 
Court," became operative July 1, 1973. The district court has 
general and original jurisdiction of all actions and 
proceedings, including probate and juvenile matters. Its 
jurisdiction is exercised by senior judges, district judges, 
district associate judges, alternate district associate judges, 
and magistrates. Tqe salary and travel expenses of all judges 
and magistrates are funded by the state. 

The Unified Trial Court Act requires the clerks of the 
district court to furnish each magistrate, associate judge, or 
district judge acting as a magistrate, a docket in which to 
enter all proceedings within their jurisdiction, except those 
required to be docketed with the clerks and assigned to 
judicial officers for disposition. The chief judge of a 
judicial district is authorized to order criminal proceedings 
combined in a centralized docket. 

Magistrates 

The Unified Trial Court Act created and allotted 191 
part-time magistrate positions to the 99 counties in the state, 
ranging from one to six per county. The original allotment 
remained in effect until June 30, 1975. Since that date, the 
state court administrator has apportioned magistrates among the 
counties. 

A magistrate appointing commission selects the magistrates 
to fill the positions allotted to the county. The person 
appointed must be an elector of the county and able to serve a 
full term of office before reaching the mandatory retirement 
age of 72. Although a license to practice law is not required, 
the commission must first consider licensed attorneys. In 
counties allotted only one such position, the appointing 
commission is authorized to appoint an additional magistrate 
and divide the statutory salary. (Adair, Howard, Ida, and 
Monona Counties exercised this option in 1986.) Mag istrates 
serve a two-year term of office commencing July 1 in 
odd-numbered years. The apportionment made in 1985 appears in 
Append ix E. The same apportionment was continued in 1987 for 
the 1987-89 biennium. 

As amended, the unified Trial Court Act authorizes any 
county or combination of counties with an allotment of three or 
more magistrate positions to appoint a district associate judge 
to substitute for three part-time magistrates. The 
substitution may not occur if it results in the lack of either 
a resident district associate judge or a magistrate in one or 
more of the counties. The substitution is made by order of the 
chief judge of the judicial district on the affirmative vote of 
a majority of the district judges in the judicial 
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election district in which the county is located. District 
associate judges serving in lieu of magistrates are nominated, 
appointed and retained in the same manner as regular district 
associate judges. As they also have the same qualifications, 
rights, salary, duties, responsibilities, authority and 
jurisdiction as regular district associate judges, their work 
load is totally integrated in this report. 

Jurisdiction 

Magistrates have jurisdiction of the following: 

1. Preliminary hearing cases. [Cas,es in which they act 
as committing magistrates on felonies and indictable 
misdemeanors.] (R.Cr.P. 2(4)(a)f The Code.) 

2. Nonindictable or simple misdemeanors, including 
traffic and ordinance violations. [A simple 
misdemeanor is a criminal offense in which the 
punishment does not exceed a fine of $100 or 
imprisonment for 30 days.] 

3. Search warrant proceedings. 

4. Emergency hospitalization proceedings. 
(Section 229.22, The Code.) 

5. Lost property actions. [These include issuing a 
warrant directing a peace officer to appoint 
appraisers to fix the value of vessels, rafts, logs 
and lumber which have been stopped or taken up and 
determining the ownership of other lost property.] 
(Chapter 644.) 

The above proceedings are all required to be entered in 
the docket furnished to them by the clerk or in the central­
ized docket for the county, if one is ordered to be maintained 
by the chief judge of the judicial district. 

6. Small claims. [A small claim is a civil action (1) 
for a money judgment where the amount in controversy 
is $2,000 or less, exclusive of interest and costs, 
and (2) actions for forcible entry and detainer where 
no qUestion of title to the property is involved. 

The act requires the clerk of the district court to 
maintain the docket for small claims actions. If the action is 
one for money judgment and it is not disposed of by the clerk 
through entry of a confession Qf judgment, default judgment or 
a voluntary dismissal, it must be assigned to a judicial 
officer having jurisdiction of such actions. This is done by 
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delivering the original notice first filed with the clerk to 
the officer. If it is an action for forcible entry and 
detainer, the appearance is required before the judicial 
officer who must handle the entire proceeding, including an 
order for the issuance of a writ of eviction if the plaintiff 
prevails. Again, the assignment is perfected by the clerk 
delivering the original notice first filed and all papers in 
the case to the judicial officer. 

The record of all actions taken by the judicial officer in 
ei ther type of small claims proceeding, including notes of 
testimony and judgment entry, is made on the original notice to 
which exhibits, if any, are attached and returned to the 
clerk. It serves as a calendar sheet from which the clerk 
makes proper entries in the small claims docket and on the lien 
index. Small claims actions are not entered in the docket 
furnished to judicial officers by the clerk or in the 
centralized docket used for criminal proceedings. 

District Associate Judges 

The original act provided for 30 magistrates required to 
devote full time to their position. One to four positions were 
authorized to counties in four population categories ranging 
from 35,000 to over 200, 000. The 25 municipal court judges 
holding office June 30, 1973, became district associate judges 
and satisfied the requirement of a regular full-time magistrate 
in the county of their residence. Upon the death, resignation, 
retirement, removal or nonretention of a district associate 
judge, a full-time magistrate was appointed to fill the 
vacancy. 

Effective January 1, 1981, full-time magistrates were 
renamed district associate judges. District associate judges 
ser'l1e four-year terms and stand for retention in office in 
their jUdicial election district the same as district judges. 

In counties having only one district associate judge, the 
county magistrate appointing commission is authorized to 
appoint an alternate district associate judge to act in the 
temporary absence of a district associate judge. Such 
alternate is paid on a per diem basis by the state for days of 
actual service rendered. In 1985, an alternate district 
associate judge served in Dickinson, Marshall, and Warren 
Counties. 

The number of district associate judges by judicial 
election district and county is illustrated on the next page. 
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--~- -
Judicial IOistrict 
Election Associate 
District County ,Judges 

- ---""- . --
1A Dubuque 2 
1B Black Hawk 3 
2A I Cerro Gordo 1 
2B Marshall 1 
2B Webster 1 
2B Story 2 
3A Dickinson 1 
3B Woodbury 3 
4 Pottawattamie 3 
SA Jasper 1 
SA Warren 1 
SC Polk 6 
6 Johnson 1 
6 L.inn 4 
7 Clinton 1 
7 Muscatine 1 
7 Scott 3 
SA Wapello 1 
8B Des Moines 2 
8B Lee 1 

-.- -_. --
TOTAIJ 39 

Jurisdiction 

District associate judges have the same jurisdiction as 
judicial magistrates. In addition, they have jurisdiction of: 

1~ Civil actions for money judgments where the amount in 
controversy does not exceed $5,000; 

2. Indictable (serious and aggravated) misdemeanors; 

3. Felony violations of section 321.281 (operating while 
intoxicated -- OWl); and 

4. Juvenile cases when designated as a judge of the 
juvenile court by the chief judge of the judicial 
district. 

While exercising such additional jurisdiction, they are 
not only required to employ district judges' practice and 
procedure but, as the cases are docketed with the clerk of the 
district court, they must be assigned and delivered to the 
judge with a calendar sheet on which to report the disposition 
of the case. 
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Trial by Jury and Appeal Provisions 

A defendant charged with a nonindictable or simple 
misdemeanor is entitled to a trial by a six-member jury if he 
or she files a written jury demand at least ten days before the 
time set for trial. Failure to make such demand constitutes a 
waiver of jury. TQe plaintiff may appeal only upon a finding 
of invalidity of an ord~nance or statute and the defendant only 
upon a judgment of corwiction. If the original action was 
tried by a lay-magistrate, the district or district associate 
judge shall try the case anew 1 a case tr ied by a d istr ict 
judge, district asso~iate judge or judicial magistrate admitted 
to the bar is app€lalf~d to a district judge on the record. 
[Effective July 1, 1987, all simple misdemeanor appeals from a 
decision of a magistrate shall be on the record. H.F. 612, 
1987 Iowa Acts.] Either party may appeal from the judgment of 
the district judge to the supreme court in the same manner as 
from a judgment in a prosecution by indictment. 

A small claims action is tried before the judicial 
officer to whom it is assigned without the right to a jury. 
Either party may appeal to a district court judge who is 
required to hear t'he matter on the record. If it appears the 
trial record is incomplete, the district court judge may take, 
add i tional testimony and evidence. The right of ei ther party 
to appeal from the judgment of the district judge is entirely 
within the discretionary power of the supreme court. 

District Court Judqes 

In January 1986, there were 99 district judges in Iowa. 
Under the judgeship formula computed in February 1986, 133 
judgeships were authorized" However, the provisions of Iowa 
Code section 602.18 limited the maximum number of judgeships to 
99. 

In 1986, the Iowa LegislatUre adopted a new judgeship 
formula and authorized a total of 100 district judges, 
effective January 1, 1987. The latest computation of the 
judgeship formula (March 1987) authorized a total of 105 
judgeships. The old and new statutory formulas and a copy of 
the application of the formula in 1986 and 1987 appear at pages 
38 and 39 of this report. 

?or purposes of administration and ordinary judicial 
functions, the sta te is d i v ided into e igh t j ud ic ial districts 
(Appendix D) and into 14 judicial election districts for 
purposes sta ted in the footnote to the map appearing on page 
35. with 99 judges serving in the eight judicial districts in 
1986, the population spread pei judge ranged from 25,714 in the 
5th District to 32,950 in the 4th. [Appendix C) 
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Jurisdiction 

District judges possess the full jurisdiction of the 
trial court, including the jurisdiction of magistrates. While 
exercising the latter, they are required to employ the practice 
and procedure for mag istrates. Under the Iowa Probate Code 
they are the only judges sitting in probate. 

Senior Judges 

Effective July 1, 1979, the Sixty-eighth General Assembly 
established a senior judge program whereby retired supreme 
court justices, court of appeals judges, district court judgei 
and district associate judges who qualify agree to work up to 
13 weeks per year until age 78. The supreme court may not 
assign a senior judge judicial duties on a court superior to 
the highest court to which he or she was appointed prior to 
retirement. A senior judge may not be assigned to the court of 
appeals or the supreme court except to serve in the temporary 
absence of a member of that court. A senior judge may not 
practice law. 

While serving on temporary assignment, a senior judge is 
paid no salary but continues to receive monthly judicial 
retirement annui ties. The senior judge program provides a 
hedge against inflation by mandating an increase in judicial 
annuity whenever the current salary of active judges is 
raised. There is no provision for an increase in judicial 
annuity for judges who do not participate in the senior judge 
program. 

During 1986, two supreme court justices -- M. IJo Mason 
and C. Edwin Moore thirteen district judges John N. 
Hughes, Paul E. Hellwege, Robert O. Frederick, Dale Missildine, 
R. K. Stohr, Charles W. Antes, Luther T. Glanton, Jr., Dennis 
D. Damsgaard, Ansel Chapman, T. H. Nelson, M. C. Herrick, L. 
John Degnan, and B. C. Sullivan -- and one district associate 
judge -- Don A. Petrucelli -- served as senior judges in Iowa. 
In this report, the work of these judges is combined with the 
caseload of the judicial officers with whom they worked. 

Clerks of District Court 

The clerk's office in the 99 counties performed two 
important fUnctions during 1986 which reduced the work load of 
the judicial officers in each county. These were: 

1 • Kept the small claims docket and, through the entry 
of confessions of judgment, default judgments, and 
voluntary dismissals in actions for money judgment, 
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avoided the necessity 
to judicial officers. 

of assigning many such cases 
[Tables 12(d), 14(e) and 15] 

2. Maintained a traffic and scheduled violations office 
where violations were admitted and disposed of upon 
payment of the minimum fine and costs before the time 
specified for appearance before the court on a 
uniform citation and complaint issued to the alleged 
violator. [Table 16] 

IOWA'S 8 JUDICIAL DISTRICTS AND 
14 JUDICIAL ELECTION DISTRICTS* 
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*Judicial election districts are for the purpose of nomination, 
appointment and election of district judges, the application of 
the judgeship formula, the removal of magistrates and the 
appointment and election of district associate judges. 
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Judgeship Formula 

The judgeship formula was amended by Ch. 1148, 1986 Iowa 
Acts. The new formula gives equal weight to the population and 
filings rather than taking the greater of the two factors as 
provided by the previous formula. The new formula authorizes 
one judge for every 550 combined civil and criminal filings 
(3-year average) in judicial election districts having a city 
of 50,000 or more population and one judge for every 450 such 
filings in districts not having a city that large. The 
population factor allows one judge for every 40,000 residents. 
The statutory cap on the number of district judges was raised 
by one, from 99 to 100, effective January 1, 1987. 

Appl ication of the old and new judgeship formulas for 
1986 and 1987, respectively, is illustrated by the tables that 
follow. 
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'mE APPLICATIOO OF TOE JtnmsBIP FORMUIA ONDER S~(N 602.6201, 
SOBSEX:TIOO 3, 1985 lam COOE 

Based on (1) three-year average combined civil, criminal and juvenile filings 
(1983-85), with exclusions listed in section 602.6201, subsection 3, 1985 Iowa Code, 
divided by the factor opposite the classification of the p::>pulation of the largest 
county in the judicial election district as appears in footnotes a, b, c and d, or (2) 
one judge for each 40,000 or major fraction of p::>pulation of entire election district, 
whichever results in the largest number of judges. 

JUDICIAL 
ELECTION DtSTRICT 

sea 

BBC 

STATE TCYrAIS 

NUMBER BASED 
ON (1) ABOVE 

3,165 
(5.06) 
6,310 

(10.10) 
4,045 
(7.70) 
7,688 

(14.64 ) 
3,722 
(7.84) 
5,750 
(9.20) 
5,694 
(9. 11) 
3,735 
(7.86) 
2,406 
(5.07) 
9,546 

(13.17) 
8,302 

(13.28) 
8,548 

(13.68 ) 
4,118 
(8.67) 
3,201 
(6.10) 

76,230 

NUMBER BASED 
ON (2) ABOVE 

169,100 
(4.23) 

225,500 
(5.64) 

169,800 
(4.25) 

324,400 
(8.11 ) 

156,300 
(3.91) 

196,400 
(4.91) 

198,400 
(4.96) 

155,400 
(3.89) 

79,400 
( 1.99) 

308,400 
(7.71) 

331,300 
(8.28) 

299,400 
(7.49) 

171,900 
(4.30) 

118,BOO 
(2.97) 

2,904,500 

FORMUIA 
JUDGESHIPS * 

5 

10 

8 

15 

B 

9 

9 

B 

5 

13 

14 

9 

6 

133 

RESIDENT 
JUOOES 

4 

B 

6 

11 

5 

6 

6 

4 

4 

11 

10 

6 

5 

99 

a. 200,000 or more population - one judgeship per 725 filings or major fraction. 
b. 85,000 - 199,999 p::>pulation - one judgeship per 625 filings or major fraction. 
c. 45,000 - 84,999 population - one judgeship per 525 filings or major fraction. 
d. 0 - 44,999 p::>pulation - one judgeship per 475 filings or major fraction. 
e. The seat of state government is entitled to one additional fraction. 

*Although the 19B6 computation of the judgeship formula created thirty-four (34) 
vacancies, the provisions of section 602.6201, subsection la, 19B5 Iowa Code, limits 
the maximum number of judgeships to ninety-nine (99) and, consequently, prohibits the 
vacancies from being filled. 

Prepared February 26, 1986, by: State Court Administrator, Statehouse, Des Moines, IA 
50319. 

-37-



NlMBER OF DIS'l'RICl' JU]X;ES At11'OORIZED BY 'mE JU.[X;ESfip FOlftJIA 
BASED JUIALLY CN A 'mImE-YEAR AVERl(;E OF CCMBINED CIVIL AND CRIMINAL 

FILnG) AND POPULl\T100 

JUDICIAL 
ELEcrION DISTRIcr FILI~S POPUIATION 

1Aa 2,721 172,900 
(4.95) (4.32) 

1Ba 6,202 220,900 
(11.28) (5.52) 

2A 3,867 170,200 
(8.59) (4.26) 

2B 7,381 318,500 
(16.40) (7",96) 

3A 3,408 154,100 
(7.57) (3.85) 

38a 5,437 195,300 
(9.89) (4.88) 

4a 5,000 197,700 
(9.09) (4.94) 

SA 3,415 157,200 
(7.59) (3.93) 

58 2,099 776 500 

SCa,b 
(4.66) (1.94) 
8,768 305,300 

(15.94) (7.63) 
6a 7,797 327,900 

(14.18) (8.20) 
7a 7,534 297,900 

(13.70) (7.45) 
SA 3,685 170,600 

(8.19) (4.27J 
88 2,584 117,400 

(5.74) (2.94) 

STATE 'IDTAIS 69,898 2,883,400 

aDistrict with a city of 50,000 or more population. 
bone additional judgeship for seat of government. 

FORMUIA 
JUI:X;ESHIPSc 

5 

8 

6 

12 

6 

7 

7 

6 

3 

13 

11 

11 

6 

4 

105 

RESIDENT 
JUI:X;ES 

4 

8 

6 

11 

5 

6 

6 

5 

4 

13 

11 

10 

6 

5 

100 

CEqual weight given to filings and population. In districts containing a city of 
50,000 or more population (i.e., lA, 18, 38, 4, SC, 6 and 7), there shall be one 
judgeship per 550 combined civil and criminal filings, with exclusions listed in Iowa 
Cbde section 602.6201(3), as amended by ch. 1148, 1986 Iowa Acts, and 40,000 
population, or major fraction of either. In all other districts there shall be one 
judgeship per 450 filings or 40,000 population. The filing and population fractions 
are added together and then divided by two. 
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ANALYSIS OF STATISTICS 

Regular Civil and Criminal Cases 

For the purpose of the following discussion, regular 
civil cases include all law, equity and special proceedings 
docketed in the office of the clerk except in the small claims 
docket. An appeal from a decision of a judicial magistrate in 
a small claims action also is considered a regular civil case. 

Regular criminal cases include all felony and indictable 
misdemeanors (serious and aggravated). A felony is a public 
offense which is, or in the discretion of the court may be, 
punished by imprisonment in the state penitentiary, men's 
reformatory Or women's reformatory. An indictable misdemeanor 
is a public offense, less than a felony, in which the 
punishment exceeds a fine of $100 or imprisonment for more than 
30 days in the county jail. An appeal from a decision or 
verdict in a nonindictable or simple misdemeanor case becomes a 
regular criminal case when docketed by the clerk as a regular 
criminal action. 

A total of 98,418 regular civil and criminal cases were 
docketed in the clerks' off ices dur ing 1986. This was a 3.5 
percent increase from the 95,121 civil and criminal cases 
docketed in 1985. A comparison of cases docketed for 1985 and 
1986 reveals that while criminal filings rose 10.4 percent 
(41,116 to 45,391) civil filings decreased 1.8 percent (54,005 
to 53,027). 

A number of regular civil cases and indictable 
misdemeanors filed in district court were assigned to district 
associate judges for disposition. The total number of regular 
civil and indictable criminal dispositions by district and 
district associate judges in 1985 was 100,829 -- an increase of 
9.3 percent over the 92,250 cases disposed of in 1985. There 
were 2,417 more cases pending December 31, 1986, than on 
January 1 of that year; the number of pending cases decreased 
in all but the 2nd and 5th Districts. [Tables 1, 2 (a) and 
3 (a) ] 

District Judges' Activities 

During 1986, district court judges disposed of 54,284 
regular civil cases: 533 or. 1.0 percent by trial to jury t 
4,903 or 9.0 percent by trial to court f and 48,848 or 89.8 
percent without trial. The number of civil dispositions per 
judge ranged from 457 in the 2nd District to 652 in the 7th. 
Statewide, there were 548 civil dispositions per district court 
judge, up from 515 in 1985. [Tables 2(a), (b) and (d}l 
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During 1986, district judges disposed of 19,387 regular 
criminal cases: 447 or 2.3 percent by trial to jury, 405 or 
2.1 percent by trial to court and 18,535 or 95.6 percent 
without trial. The number of criminal dispositions per judge 
ranged from 124 in the 8th District to 287 in the 3rd. 
Statewide, there were 196 criminal d isposi tions per district 
court judge. [Tables 3(a), (b) and (d)] 

The average number of civil and criminal cases disposed 
of per judge (744), with the rank of each district, is shown on 
Table 4. The 3rd District recorded the highest number of 
civil/criminal dispositions per judge (888) while the 8th 
District had the lowest number of dispositions per judge (601). 

District Associate Judges' Activities 

The·re were 347 regular civil cases assigned to district 
associate judge's during 1986 -- a 28.5 percent increase from 
the 270 cases assigned in 1985. During 1986, the judges of 
limited jurisdiction disposed of 348 regular civil cases, 107 
or 30.7 percent by trial to court, and 241 or 69.3 percent 
without trial. On a per judge basis, dispositions ranged from 
Q in the 4th District to 75 in the 3rd. [Tables 2(a), (c) and 
( d) ] 

During 1986, 26,508 regular criminal cases (indictable 
misdemeanors and simple misdemeanors on appeal) were assigned 
to district associate judges as compared to 23,804 assigned to 
such j ud icial off icers in 1985. Of the 26,810 criminal cases 
disposed of by district associate judges in 1986, 276 or 1.0 
percent were resolved by trial to jury, 316 or 1.2 percent by 
trial to court, and 26,218 or 97.8 percent without trial. On a 
per judge basis, dispositions ranged from 496 in the 2nd 
District to 985 in the 6th. [Tables 3(a), (c) and (d)] 

Civil and Criminal Filings by Case Type 

Dissolution filings (and modifications) represented 31.8 
percent (16,844) of the 53,027 civil cases docketed in the 
district court in 1986. [Table 5] These cases, combined with 
other actions involving domestic relations such as child 
support recovery (7,722) and domestic abuse (170), accounted 
for nearly one half (46.6 percent) of all civil cases filed in 
the district court. 

Table 5 also shows that 792 (3.0 percent) of the 26,067 
small claims rulings by judicial officers of limited jurisdic­
tion were appealed on the record to the district court, 
pursuant to Iowa Code section 631.13. Such appeals comprised 
1.4 percent of the civil case filings. 
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In the criminal area, the 18,286 first and second offense 
drunken driver cases (OWI--operating while intoxicated) 
represented nearly half of the indictable misdemeanor filings 
and 40.3 percent of all the regular criminal cases, i.e., 
felonies, indictable misdemeanors (serious and aggravated), and 
simple misdemeanors on appeal. [Table 6] 

The 7,692 felony filings represented 16.9 percent of the 
45,391 criminal cases docketed. Only 0.2 of one percent (517) 
of the 236,179 simple misdemeanors handled by district 
associate judges and magistrates were appealed to the district 
court for a new trial, pursuant to rule 54, Rules of Criminal 
Procedure. Such appeals comprised 1.1 percent of the criminal 
filings. 

Pending Regular Civil and Criminal Cases 

Of the 48,545 regular civil cases pending at the end of 
the year, 11,190 or 23 percent were over 18 months old. During 
1986, the number of civil cases pending over 18 months 
decreased by 1,939 or 14.8 percent. [Appendix A] The 
proportion of pending civil cases over 18 months old ranged 
from 16 percent in the 8th District to 31 percent in the 3rd. 
Except in the 5th and 6th JUdicial Districts, there were less 
civil cases pending at the end of the year than at the 
beginning. 

There were 806 less criminal cases pending on December 
31, 1986, than on January 1. Of the 17,683 reg ular criminal 
cases pending at the end of 1986, 3,482 or 25 percent were over 
18 months old -- 35 percent (6, 140) had been pend ing 3 to 18 
months. [Appendix B] The 3rd District had the highest 
percentage of cases pending over 90 days (65 percent); the 4th 
District had the lowest percentage of criminal cases over 90 
days old (26 percent). 

Probate Matters 

The district judges exercise the probate jurisdiction of 
the unified trial court. There were 788 trusteeships opened in 
1986 -- down 18.7 percent from the previous year. [Table 7(a)] 
The number of trusteeships opened ranged from 45 in the 4th 
District to 143 in the 5th. During 1986, 3,779 guardianships 
and conservatorships were opened -- down 5.3 percent from 1985; 
the number of cases ranged from 236 in the 4th to 828 in the 
5th. Some 19,226 decedent estates were opened in 1986 -- a 
decrease of 603 or 3.0 percent. The number of estates opened 
varied from 1,278 in the 4th District to 3,578 in the 2nd. 
Statewide, there were 20 jury tr ials and 261 trials to court 
in contested probate matters. [Table 7 (a)] 
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Of the 18,068 estates closed during 1986, 55 percent were 
closed wi thin one year, 33 percent from 1-3 years, and 12 
percent after three years. In 1986, 61 percent of the estates 
were settled within one year in the 1st District. [Table 7(b)] 
The number Of decedents' estates closed during 1986 was 1,158 
less than the number of new estates opened. [Table 7 (a) and 
(b) J 

Juvenile Matters 

Juvenile matters are heard by district judges, judicial 
referees, and district associate judges designated by the chief 
judge of the judicial district to act as judges of the juvenile 
court. There were 6,367 juvenile petitions filed in the 
district court clerks' offices during 1986 307 more 
petitions than in 1985. [Table 8(a)] Juvenile petitions were 
classified into four general categories: delinquency (3,590), 
child in need of assistance or CHINA (2,732), family in need of 
assistance or FINA (15), and interstate compacts or extradition 
(30). Two-thirds of the FINA peti tions were filed in the 5th 
and 7th Districts. 

The number and type of formal hearings in juvenile 
matters are illustrated in Table 8(b). Figures show there were 
3,861 adjudication hearings, 5,695 disposition hearings, 5,806 
review hearings, 1,367 shelter/detention hearings and 3,689 
other hearings, for a grand total of 20,418 -- up 2,921 from 
1985. Thirty-seven percent of the juvenile hearings were 
handled by district associate judges, 60 percent were conducted 
by referees and 3 percent by district judges. 

Termination of Parental Rights 

For statistical purposes, termination of parental rights 
cases were separated from regular juvenile matters involving 
delinquent children and minors or families in need of 
assistance. As indicated in Table 9, there were 849 petitions 
for termination of parental rights filed in the district court 
during 1986 -- an increase of 52 cases from 1985. Twenty-five 
percent (211) involved involuntary or contested proceedings. 
The largest number of termination cases (198) was docketed in 
the 5th District; the fewest petitions (54) were filed in the 
4th District. There were 801 formal hearings held on these 
matters -- up 94 or 13.3 percent from 1985. 
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Hospitalization Hearings 

Table 10 shows the number and type of hospitalization 
hea!':ings. There were 4,700 hospi talization hearings in Iowa 
during 1986 -- 141 involuntary minor, 2,278 involuntary adult, 
1,134 emergency, and 1,147 substance abuse. Eighty-two percent 
of the hearings were held by judicial hospitalization referees. 

General Activities of District Associate Judges 

Other than regular civil and criminal cases, termination 
of parental rights and juvenile matters discussed above, a 
total of 143,429 cases were docketed or assigned and 141,827 
cases were disposed of by the 39 associate judges during 1986. 
There were 47,979 cases pending at the end of the year. The 
number of cases docketed and assigned ranged from 4,418 in the 
4th District to 72,914 in the 5th. The total number of simple 
misdemeanor and small claims cases pending at the end of the 
year varied from 716 in the 8th District to 34,751 in the 5th. 
The number of each type of case filed, terminated and pending 
during 1986, appears in Tables 12(a) through 12(d). 

As committing magistrates for indictable offenses, 
district associate judges conducted 18,420 ini tial appearance 
proceedings and 245 preliminary hearings in indictable criminal 
cases, pursuant to rule 2, Rules of Criminal Procedure. [Table 
12(a)] Over two-thirds of the initial appearances were held in 
the 5th, 6th, and 7th Districts1 all but five preliminary 
hearings by associate judges occurred in the 5th and 8th 
Districts. 

There were 10,584 nonindictable state cases (simple 
misdemeanors) carried over from 1985. During 1986, 50,111 were 
docketed as compared to 45,727 in 1985. Of the 48,599 state 
cases terminated during 1986, the judges disposed of 63 or 0.1 
percent by trial to jury, 1,715 or 3.5 percent by trial to 
court and 46,821 or 96.3 percent without trial. The number of 
simple misdemeanor state cases pending at the end of 1986 
(12 f 096) was 1,512 more than the number pending at the 
beginning of the year. During 1986, the associate judges of 
the 5th District had by far the largest number of nonindictable 
state cases docketed, terminated, and pending. [Table 12(b)] 
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Some 35,428 simple misdemeanor ordinance cases were 
pending from 1985. During 1986, 60,039 were docketed and 
59,997 were disposed of: 32 or less than 0.1 percent by trial 
to jury, 2,080 or 3.5 percent by trial to court, and 57,885 or 
96.5 percent without trial. The number of pending cases 
increased slightly from 35,428 to 35,470. [Table 12(c)] 

During 1986, district associate judges entertained 456 
search warrant applications and conducted 479 seized property 
hearin9s. Nearly two-thirds of the applications for search 
warrants handled by district associate judges occurred in the 
2nd, 5th, 6th, and 7th Districts~ over half of the seized 
property hearings occurred in the 1st District. [Table 14(d)] 
There were also 102 hospitalization hearings held by the 39 
district associate judges. 

There were 13,557 small claims assigned and 13,509 cases 
terminated by associate judges during 1986. [Table 12(d)] The 
judges resolved 5,028 or 37.2 percent by trial to the court and 
8,481 or 62.8 percent without trial. Of those disposed of 
without trial, 7,650 or 90.2 percent were defaulted and 831 or 
9.8 percent were either dismissed or transferred. Over half of 
tpe small claims cases handled by such judges were assigned and 
disposed of in the 5th District. 

Magistrates 

In 1986, 160,064 cases were docketed or assigned to 168 
magistrates~ they disposed of 157,282 or 936 cases per 
magistrate. [Table 13] The number of dispositions per 
magistrate ranged from 731 (5th District) to 1,150 (1st 
District). Approximately one-fourth of the cases pending at 
the end of the year were in the 1st District. [Note: Judicial 
districts vary in population from 197,700 (4th) to 540,000 
(5th) and in the number of magistrates from 13 (7th) to 35 
( 2nd) • ] 

As shown in Table 14(a), there were 19,092 initial 
appearances and 741 preliminary hearings conducted by 
mag istrates in ind ictable criminal cases. While the largest 
number of such actions were in the 2nd District, magistrates 
in the 7th District had the fewest number of initial 
appearances and magistrates in the 1st District had the 
smallest number of preliminary hearings. 

There were 82,210 nonindictable state cases (simple 
misdemeanors) docketed before magistrates in 1986. [Table 
14(b)] The magistrates disposed of 80,470 cases -- 124 or 0.1 
percent by trial to jury, 6,988 or 8.7 percent by trial to 
court, and 73,358 or 91.2 percent without trial. 'rhe 8th 
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District had the most jury trials (32) while the 1st District 
reported the least (2). There were 16,310 nonindictable cases 
docketed in the 2nd District; only 6,050 were docketed in the 
7th District. 

Statistics on nonindictable ordinance cases disclose that 
43,819 cases were docketed, 43,145 were disposed, and 4,973 
were still pending on December 31, 1986. Ninety-two percent of 
the ordinance cases were disposed of without a contested trial 
to a judge or jury. The 24 magistrates in the 1st District 
handled 13,518 ordinance cases or nearly one-third of the state 
total. [Table 14(c)] 

Overall, magistrates terminated 123,615 simple 
misdemeanors in 1986 compared to 117,844 in 1985. Over 
two-thirds of the simple misdemeanors handled by all judicial 
officers involved traffic matters. 

Magistrates entertained 583 applications for search 
warrants, conducted 208 seized property hearings and handled 6 
lost property actions during 1986. [Table 14 (d)] There were 
675 search warrant applications and 393 seized property 
hearings before magistrates in 1985. 

Statewide, for all judicial officers, the number of 
search warrant applications decreased 13.2 percent (1,356 to 
1,177) : the number of seized property hearings dl;:'opped 19.0 
percent (1,033 to 837) since 1985. Magistrates in the 2nd and 
8th Districts received the largest number of search warrant 
applications while those in the 2nd District conducted the most 
seized property hearings. Considering the work of all judicial 
officers on these matters, the highest volume of applications 
for search warrants was in the 2nd District; the 1st District 
had the highest number of seized property hearings. 

As shown in Table 14(e), magistrates disposed of 12,558 
small claims cases in 1986. Sixty-two percent (7,820) of the 
small claims were tried before the court; the remaining 4,738 
cases (3,613 defaults and 1,125 dismissals or transfers) were 
disposed of without a trial. The 2nd District had the largest 
number of small claims assigned to magistrates tried to court 
(1,716); the 7th District the highest number of cases pending 
(697) before magistrates at the end of the year. 
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District Court Clerks - -
The 99 clerks of the district court played an important 

rolel10t only in record keeping but in the handling of small 
claims (dismissals and defaults) and scheduled violations. As 
noted above, under the Unified Trial Court Act, district court 
clerks are authorized to docket and assign small claims and 
enter dismissals and defaults. Cases involving forcible entry 
and detainer must be handled by a judge. 

District court clerks also are responsible for handling 
scheduled violations in which the defendant mails in or 
delivers his or her admission, scheduled fine, surcharge and 
court cost' to the clerk's scheduled violations office before 
the time specified on the citation and complaint for court 
appearance. In addition, clerks are the custodians of 
collection boxes used at weigh stations for the deposit of 
fines and costs in cases involving weight and other non-moving 
scheduled violations of commercial carriers. 

Table 15 shows that more small claims were disposed of by 
clerks (43,316) than judges (26,067). While clerks in the 2nd 
and 3rd Districts took care of nearly three-fourths of the 
small claims terminated in their district, in the 4th District 
they handled only 52.4 percent of the small claims 
disposi tions. Overall, 62.4 percent of the small claims were 
disposed of by district court clerks. 

As noted in Table 16, the district court clerks disposed 
of 450,169 scheduled violations without the attention or 
assistance of any judicial officer -- 23,867 more than the 
number processed by clerks in 1985. On the average, a district 
court clerk disposed of 4,547 scheduled violations in 1986. 
The number of scheduled violations ranged from 239 in Ringgold 
County to 96,174 in Polk County. 

~ummary of Trial Court Statis~~ 

There were 53,027 regular civil cases (over $2,000 and 
small claims on appeal) and 45,391 regular criminal cases 
(indictable misdemeanors, felonies, and simple misdemeanors on 
appeal) filed in the district court during 1986. This 
represented a 10.4 percent increase in civil filings and a 1.8 
percent decrease in civil filings since 1985. [Appendix F] 

There was a total of 100,829 civil/criminal dispositions 
in 1986. The number of civil cases terminated rose by 3,278 or 
6.4 percent (51,354 to 54,632); the number of criminal 
dispositions decreased 13.0 percent (40,896 to 46,197) from 
1985 figures. There were 533 jury trials and 5,010 court 
trials of civil cases; in criminal matters there were 723 jury 
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trials and 1,015 court trials. Statistics show that 89.9 
percent of the civil cases and 96.2 percent of the criminal 
cases were disposed of without trial. 

There were 48,545 civil cases pending at the end of 1986 
compared with 50,150 on January 1 -- a decrease of 1,605 or 3.2 
percent.. The number of pend ing criminal cases decreased 4.5 
percent (18,520 to 17,683). Of the cases pending statewide, 55 
percent of the civil cases and 35 percent of the criminal cases 
were 3 to 18 months old~ 23 percent of the civil cases and 25 
percent of the criminal cases were over 18 months old. 

In 1986, there were 744 civil/criminal dispositions per 
district judge -- 52 less than in 1985. [Appendix 81 District 
court judges in the 3rd District had the highest rate of 
civil/criminal dispositior.s per judge (888); in the 8th and 2nd 
Districts the average·number of dispositions was 601 and 603, 
respectively. [Table 10] 

A review of the type of cases docketed in the district 
court shows that 46.6 percent of the 53,027 civil filings 
involved domestic relations -- dissolutions t~nd modifications 
(16 8 844), uniform support actions (7,722), and domestic abuse 
(170). [Table 5] Parenthetically, the largest category of 
criminal cases was first and second offense OWI (operating 
while intoxicated). OWI comprised 40.3 per'cent or 18,286 of 
the 45,391 criminal f il ings. [Table 6) Appeal s of simple 
misdemeanors (596) and small claims appeals (792) represented 
only 1.1 percent of the criminal filings and 1.4 percent of the 
civil filings, respectively. statistically, only 0.3 percent 
of the 232,211 simple misdemeanors and 3~0 percent of the 
26,067 small claims cases disposed of by judicial officers were 
appealed to the district court for a second ruling. . 

The number of probate matters opened dropped sl iqhtly 
(24,790 to 23(793) during 1986; there were 788 trusteeships, 
3,779 guardianships and conservatorships, and 19,226 estates. 
Corresponding figures for 1985 were 969, 3,992, and 19,829, 
respectively. The number of estates closed rose 3.7 percent 
from 17,420 to 18,068; 55 percent of the estates were closed 
within a one-year period. 

There was a 5.1 percent increase in the number of 
juvenile petitions filed (6,060 to 6,367) compared with 1985 
figures ~ parenthetically, the number of formal juvenile 
hearings jumped 16.7 percent (17,497 to 20,418). Sixty percent 
of the juvenile hearings were conducted by juvenile referees; 
more than one-third were handled by district associate judges; 
district judges were credited with only 3 percent of the 
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juvenile hearings. In addition to the regular juvenile cases, 
there were 849 petitions and 861 formal hearings involving 
termination of parental rights; there were 797 and 707 such 
matters the previous year. 

The average district judge terminated 744 regular 
civil/criminal cases, and tried 64 contested civil/cri~jnal 
cases during 1986. The average district associate jhdge 
terminated 696 civil/criminal cases and tried 26 cont~sted 
civil/criminal matters. 

There were 232,211 nonindictable state and ordinance 
cases disposed of in 1986 -- down .9 percent from the number 
(234,266) handled in 1985. Ninety-foar percent of the simple 
misdemeanor cases were disposed of without a contested trial. 
Judicial officers held 37,512 initial appearances in indictable 
criminal cases, conducted 986 preliminary hearings, entertained 
1,177 applications for search warrants, conducted 837 seized 
property hearings, disposed of 25 lost property actions and 
handled 4,700 hospitalization hearings. Judicial officers 
disposed of 26,067 small claims actions while the clerks of the 
district court handled 43,316. There were 450,169 scheduled 
violations processed in the clerks' offices. 
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DISTRIcrb 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

TABLE 1 

CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASF.,Sa IXXO:KE'I'ED, 
DISlQ)ED ()pb AND PEN)m:; IN 1986 

wr.m 'lUl'ALS CCMPARED '10 THOOE OF 1985C 

(Hereafter referred to as Regular Civil 
and Criminal Cases) 

PENDlNi DOCKE:l1ID pmIJ[~ 

JANUARY 1 BY CLERK DISKSED OF DEX»mER 31 

8,326 13,909 14~ 721 8,114 

10,055 13,860 13,793 10,122 

9,714 11,750 12,136 9,328 

4,299 6,316 6,796 3,819 

13,192 19,761 19,186 13,767 

9,103 12,887 13,219 8,771 

8,998 11,297 12,657 7,638' 

4,952 8,638 8,921 4,669 

68,639 98,418 100,829 66,228 

66,052P 95,121 92,250 68,923 

CEW¥;E IN 
PmJ)m:; 

-212 

+67 

-386 

-480 

+575 

-332 

-1,360 

-283 

-2,411 

+2,871 

a. Includes felonies and indictable misdemeanors (serious and aggravated) and 
actions for money judgments, other than small claims, where the arrount in 
controversy exceeds $2,000. Also includes simple misdemeanors and small 
claims appealed to the distric,t court. Ibes not include juvenile or probate 
cases. 

b. There were 16 senior judges, 99 district court judges, 39 district associate 
judges, and three alternate district associate judges serving Iowa during all 
or part of 1986. In this report, the activity of the senior judges is 
included in the terminations by district and district associate judges with 
whom they worked. Dispositions by alternate district associate judges are 
combined with the productivity of district associate judges. 

c. See map showing districts and 1985 population, Appendix D. 
d. This figure differs from that of December 31, 1985, due to inventory 

corrections .. 
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PmDlNi 

TABLE 2 

(a) :m:;{JIAR CIVIL CASES 

lCl'IVlTY :ooRIR.; 1986 WITfI '1U.rAIS CCMPARED 
'lO TfI(l3E OF 1985 

DISJ.lOOED 
ASOOCIATE .JtJOOESa OF BY 
ASSIGJED DISI?OOED DISTRICl' 'l.UrAL PEJIDIR; 

DISTRIcr JANUARY 1 DCX:llli"l"l!D TO BY J1JOOES DISPOSITICJilS J:B::EMBER 31 

1 6,181 6,865 68 65 6,925 6,990 6,056 

2 8,033 7,755 44 43 7,776 7,819 7,969 

3 6,893 6,186 84 75 6,611 6,686 6,393 

4 3,212 3,357 - - 3,843 3,843 2,726 

5 11,118 11,650 29 53 11,479 11,532 11,236 

6 5,290 6,331 38 29 5,871 5,906 5,715 

7 5,754 5,879 36 34 6,523 6,557 5,076 

8 3,669 5,004 48 49 5,250 5,299 3,374 

1986 
Statewide 50,1501> 53,027 347 348 54,284 54,632 48,545 

1985 
Statewide 47,752 54,Q05 270 353 51,001 51,354 50,403 

a. Includes the work of 39 district associate judges and three alternate 
district associate judges. The nine district associate judges substituting for 
jooicial magistrates served It>lk (2), Dickinson, Story, Woodbury, Warren, Linn, 
It>ttawattamie, and Des Moines Counties during 1985; alternate district 
associate judges served in Dickinson, Marshall, and Warren Counties. As 
district associate judges serving in lieu of magistrates have the same 
qualifications, jurisdiction, and responsibilities as the other district 
associate judges, they are considered one and the same and counted as regular 
district associate judges in these tables. 

b. This figure differs from that of December 31, 1985, due to inventory 
corrections. 
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DISTRICt J£JIX;ES 

1 12 

2 17 

3 11 

4 6 

5 21 

6 11 

7 10 

8 11 

1986 
Statewide 99 

1985 
Statewide 99 

TABLE 2 

(b) RmOI.AR CIVIL CASES 
DISPa3ED OF BY DIsrru:cr JOOO&S 

Methods of Disposition n.tring 1986 
With Totals CooIpared to 'lbose of 1985 

roJ.'AL TRIED PERCmT TRIFD PEOCmT 
DISPOOEO ro TRIED 'lO TRIED 

OF JURY ro JURY COJRr 10 COURl' 

6,925 51 0.7% 538 7.8% 

7,776 62 0.8% 886 11.4~1 

6,611 57 0.9% 369 5.6% 

3,843 42 1.1% 411 10.7% 

11,479 166 1.5% 829 7.2% 

5,877 60 1.0% 486 8.3% 

6,523 44 0.7% 721 11.0% 

5,250 51 1.0% 663 12.6% 

54,284 533 1.0% 4,903 9.0% 

51,001 453 0.9% 5,094 10.0% 
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PERCENr 
Wl'I'lUJr WITBOOr 

TRIAL TRIAL 

6,336 91.5% 

6,828 87.8% 

6,185 93.5% 

3,390 88.2% 

10,484 91.3% 

5,331 90.7% 

5,758 88.3% 

4,536 86.4% 

48,848 89.8% 

45,454 89.1% 



DISTRIc.r JOOOES 

1 5 

2 5 

3 4 

4 3 

5 8 

6 5 

7 5 

8 4 

1986 
Statewide 39 

1985 
Statewide 39 

TABLE 2 

( c) REX.;(JfAR CIVIL CASES 
DISPOOED OF BY DISTRIc.r ASSOCIATE JTJ[X;ES 

MetOOds of Di::;position lAlring 1986 
With 'lbtals Conplred to '!hose of 1985 

TO.rAL TRIED PERCENr TRIED PEOCFNl' 
DIgpa:jED TO TRIED TO TRIED 

OF JURY TO JURY cnm TO CXXJRr 

65 - - 7 10.8% 

43 - - 30 69.8% 

75 - - 1 1.3% 

- - - - -
53 - - 24 45.3% 

29 - - 5 17.2% 

34 - - 10 29.4% 

49 - - 30 61.2% 

348 - - 107 30.7% 

353 - - 58 16.4% 
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PERCml' 
WI'DDJT WI.TBOO.r 

TRIAL TRIAL 

58 89.2% 

13 30.2% 

7,4 98.7% 

- -
29 54.7% 

24 82.8% 

24 70.9% 

19 38.8% 

241 69.3% 

295 83.6% 



DISTRICT 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

TABLE 2 

(d) RmJIAR CIVIL CASES DISPCSFD OF PER J(JIX;E IXJR]N; 1986 
wrm '!UrALS <nIPARED '1U '.l'ID)E OF 1985 

DISTRICT JUOOES ASSOCIATE JUIX;FS 

NtJomER DISPa:;ITIOOS PER JUIXiE tumER DISPa:>ITI<NS PER J(JJX;E 

(AVERN;E) (Avmw;E) 

12 6,925 577 5 65 13 

17 7,776 457 5 44 9 

11 6,611 601 4 75 19 

6 3,843 641 3 - -
21 11,479 547 8 53 7 

11 5,877 534 5 29 6 

10 6,523 652 5 34 7 

11 5,250 477 4 49 12 

99 54,284 548 39 349 9 

99 51,001 515 39 353 9 
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PmDIN:; 

TABLE 3 

(a) RI?XmAR CRIMINAL CASES 

.ACTIVITY OORIR.; 1986 wrm 'ID.rALS <nU?ARED 
ro '.rIDJE OF 1985 

DISPOOEO 
AS9'X:IATE ~* OF BY 
ASSIGNED DISFC6l'D DISl'RICT rorAL PmDnG 

DISTRICT JmJARY 1 ocx::KB'l'ED TO BY JUIGES DISPOOITI<:m DOCEMBER 31 

1 2,145 7,044 4 .. 541 4,536 2,595 7,131 

2 2,022 6 .. 105 2,479 2,482 3,492 5,974 

3 2,821 5 .. 564 2,529 2,296 3 .. 154 5,450 

4 1 .. 087 2,959 1 .. 642 1,542 1,411 2,953 

5 2,074 8,111 4,603 4,596 3,058 7 .. 654 

6 3,813 6,556 4,496 4,926 2,387 7,313 

7 3 .. 244 5,418 3,830 4,170 1,930 6 .. 100 

8 1,283 3,634 2,388 2,262 1,360 3,622 

1986 
Statewide 18,489 45,391 26 .. 508 26,810 19,387 46,197 

1985 
Statewide 18 .. 30oa 41 .. 116 23,804 22,923 17,973 40,896 

a. This figure differs from that of December 31, 1985, due to inventory 
oorrections. 

2,058 

2,153 

2,935 

1 .. 093 

2 .. 531 

3,056 

2,562 

1,295 

17,683 

18,520 

* Includes the work of district associate judges who handle indictable misdemeanors 
(serious and aggravated). 
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DISTRICT JUI.X;ES 

1 12 

2 17 

3 11 

4 6 

5 21 

6 11 

7 10 

8 11 

1986 
Statewide 99 

1985 
Statewide 99 

TABLE 3 

(b) REX30IAR CRIMINAL CASES 
otSPa3ED OF BY DISl'RICT JUOOES 

Methods of Disposition ntring 1986 
With Totals Carpared to '!bose of 1985 

'lUl'AL TRIED PERCmr TRIED PEOCENT 
DISPa3ED ro TRIED ro TRIED 

OF JURY ro JURY COORl' ro COORI.' 

2,595 38 1.5% 219 0.4% 

3,492 65 1.9% 124 3.5% 

3,154 36 1.1% 40 1.3% 

1,411 12 0.8% 23 1 .. 6% 

3,058 114 3.7% 96 3.2% 

2,381 55 2.3% 99 4.1% 

1,930 89 4.6% 25 1.3% 

1,360 38 2.8% 13 5.4% 

19,381 447 2.3% 699 3 .. 6% 

17,913 412 2.6% 741 4.1% 
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PEOCENr 
wrunrr wr.moor 

TRIAL TRIAL 

2,338 90.1% 

3,303 94 .. 6% 

3,018 91 .. 6% 

1,316 91.5% 

2,848 93.1% 

2,233 93.6% 

1,816 94.1% 

1,249 91.8% 

18,241 94.1% 

16,760 93.3% 



DISTRICT JlJLGES 

1 5 

2 5 

3 4 

4 3 

5 8 

6 5 

7 5 

8 4 

1986 
Statewide 39 

1985 
Statewide 39 

TABLE 3 

(c) REX;UU\R CRIMINAL CASES 
DISPOSED OF BY DISTRICT ASSOCIATE .rorx;ES 

Methods of Disposition During 1986 
with Totals Catplred to '!bose of 1985 

'JUl'AL TRIED PEICENl' TRIED PERCENr 
DISPa:)ED ro TRIED ro TRIED 

OF JURY ro JURY COORI.' 10 COORI.' 

4,536 24 0.5% 62 1.4% 

2,482 52 2.1% 27 1.1% 

2,296 3 0.1% 37 1.6% 

1,542 11 0.7% 15 1.0% 

4,596 41 0.9% 10 0.2% 

4,926 66 1.4% 41 0.8% 

4,170 44 1. '1% 4 0.1% 

2,262 35 1.5% 120 5.3% 

26,810 276 1.0% 316 1.2% 

22,923 296 1.3% 273 1.2% 
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PERCEN'l' 
wr.moo'r WI'.l'f:l(X1'.r 

TRIAL TRIAL 

4,450 98.1% 

2,403 96.8% 

2,256 98.3% 

1,516 98.3% 

4,545 98.9% 

4,819 97.8% 

4,122 98.8% 

2,107 93.2% 

26,218 97.8% 

22,354 97.5% 



DISTRICT 

1--
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

_________ - __ 'l',',r· 

TABLE 3 

(d) REX;OIAR CRIMINAL CASES DISPOOED OF PER JtJmE J:XJR]N; 1986 
WITH 'lO.rALS C()rU>AREl) 'ID TlDSE OF 1985 

DISTRICT JtJIX;ES AS9X:IATE JUOOES 
NmBER DISF(l3ITIOOS PER JUDGE NGmER DISPOOITIOOS PER JUOOE 

(AVERlG!) (AVElWiE) 

12 2,595 216 5 4,536 907 

17 3,492 205 5 2,482 496 

11 3,154 287 4 2,296 574 

6 1,411 235 3 1,542 514 

21 3,058 146 8 4,596 575 

11 2,387 217 5 4,926 985 

10 1,930 193 5 4,170 834 

11 1,360 124 4 2,262 566 

99 19,387 196 39 26,810 687 

99 17,973 182 39 22,923 588 

L
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OISmrCT 

1 

.... 
i., 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statelride 

1985 
State\l1ide 

TABLE 4 

(n{PAR1~ Of! '!UrAL 1986 CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CA$EI.O!\J)Cl 

PER DISTRICT AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATE JtJIX;E 

wrm RANK OF DISTRICT 
IN' PAmNlHESIS 

(Adjusted to the nearest whole case of matter.) 

N€.ImER OF CIVIL 11(101BER OF CIVIL 
NtJmER AND CRIMINAL DIS1?OOITI<m N{M3ER AND CRIMINAL DISPOOITIOOS 

OF (Per ~udge) OF (Per Judge) 
~ 

J{J[X;ES DISTRICT JUIX;ES JUOOES DISTRICT ASSOCIATE JUOOF.S 

12 793 (4) 5 920 (2) 

17 603 (7) 5 505 (8) 

11 888 (1 ) 4 593 (4) 

6 876 (2) 3 514 (7) 

21 692 (6) 8 581 (5) 

11 751 (5) 5 991 (1) 

10 845 (3) 5 841 (3) 

11 601 (8) 4 578 (6) 

99 744 39 696 

99 692 39 597 

a. Computed from the sum of such cases disposed of by district and district 
associate judges, as shown by Tables 2(b), 2(c), 3(b) and 3(c). 
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DIS- DISOOwrIOOS 
TRICT 

1 1,672 (1,.693) 

2 2,500 (2,529) 

3 1,630 (1,647) 

4 1,213 (1,298) 

5 3,868 (3,691) 

6 2,068 (1,901) 

7 2,099 (2,091) 

8 1,794 (1,871 

1986 
state 16,844 (16,721) 
wide 

1985 
State 16,875 (16,802) 
wide 

TABLE 5 

RM3ER OF CIVIL FILlN"iS (.AND DISPa)ITI~) 
IN '!'BE DISTRICT COORl' [){JR!R; 1986 

BY TYPE OF CASE WITH 'J.Ul'ALS 
(X)MPARED 'ID 'I'BCSE OF 1985 

UNIFO~ InmSTIC OIlIER EQUITY 
SUPPORr ABOSE AND LAW 

W· 

1,496 (1,398) 18 (9) 3,585 (3,790) 

1 , 267 (1, 291 ) 34 (30) 3,816 (3,8l0) 

1,008 (1,343) 49 (52) 3,386 (3,540) 

426 (562) 2 - 1,666 (1,933) 

1,330 (1,090) 11 ( 13) 6,283 (6,574) 

586 (589) 13 ( 13) 3,581 (3,320) 

1,026 (1,437) 13 (9) 2,682 (2,958) 

583 (688) 30 (28) 2,531 (2,642) 

7,722 (8,398) 170 (154) 27,530 (28,567) 

8,223 (7,389) 246 (146) 27,934 (26,233) 

.SMALL 
CIAIMS 
APPEALS 

94 (100) 

138 (159) 

113 (104) 

50 (50) 

158 (164) 

83 (83) 

59 (62) 

66 (70) 

761 (792) 

727 (784) 

'lUl'AL 

6,865 (7,059) 

7,755 (7,819) 

6,186 (6,686) 

3,357 (3,84:-3) 

11,650 (11,532) 

6,331 (5,906) 

5,879 (6,557) 

5,004 (5,299) 

53,027 (54,632) 

54,005 (51,354) 

Legend: Disoolutions -- original actions and modifications. 
Uniform Supp:>rt -- actions pursuant to the Uniform Support of D:pendents Law. 

(URESA), Chapter 252A, The Code .. 
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DIS-
TRICT 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
State-
wide 

1985 
State-
wide 

-

OWl 

TABLE 6 

NUMBER OF CRIMINAL FILINGS (AND DISPOSITIONS) 
IN THE OtSTRICT COtJRr DURING 1986 BY CASE TYPE 

WITH TClI'ALS COMPARED TO THOSE OF 1985 

O'I'aER SIMP.LE 
INDICTABLE MISDE-

( 1st/2nd) MISDEMEANORS FELON IES MEANOR 

-----
3,374 (3,347) 2,669 (2,736) 

2,321 (2,323) 2,568 (2,408) 

2,271 (2,165) 2,186 (l r 983) 

1,045 (1,073) 1,382 (1,268) 

3,014 (2,910) 3,764 (3,447) 

2,617 (2,835) 2,655 (2,832) 

2,196 (2,358) 2,273 (2,692) 

1,448 (1,358) 1,399 ( 1 ,331 ) 

-
18,286 (18,369) 18,896 (18,697) 

16,285 (16,177) 16,289 (16,095) 

1--

9 

1 , 1 

1,0 

4 

1,2 

1 , 1 

9 

7 

68 

51 

53 

81 

62 

35 

29 

13 

--
7,6 92 ( 

7,9 70 ( 

--1,008 ) 

1,170) 

1,216) 

(557) 

1,225) 

1,499 ) 

1,024) 

(836) 

--
8,535) 

a,005) 

------, 

APPEALS 

-
33 (40) 

65 (73) 

54 (86) 

51 (55) 

71 (72) 

149 (147) 

20 (26) 

74 :.J97) 

517 (596) 

572 (620) 

--

TOTAL 

-----
7,044 (7,131) 

6,105 (5,974) 

5,564 (5,450) 
" 

2,959 (2,953) 

8,111 (7,654) 

6,556 (7,313) 

5,418 (6,100) 

3,634 (3,622) 

--
5,391 (46,197) 

41,116 (40,896) 

Legend: OOI - operating while intoxicated. 
Other indictable misdemeanors - includes serious and aggravated 
misdemeanors other than cw.r. 
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DISTRIcr 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 \ 

6 

7 
! 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

I " 

TABLE 7 

(a) P.103ATE ~ 

NmER OPENED AND TRIALS Cti CCNl'ESTS I)(JRIHj 1986 
wrm 'lu.rALS <nn>ARED 'IO ':I'IIC6E OF 1985 

GOARDI1\NSHIPS & 
TROS'mESHIPS CCRlERVAroRSHIPS FSrATES 

JUOOES OPENED OPmED OPENED 

12 79 463 2,429 

17 137 609 3,578 

11 108 475 2,601 

6 45 236 1,278 

21 143 828 2,928 

11 123 448 2,469 

10 68 317 1,658 

11 85 403 2,285 

99 788 3,779 19,226 

99 969 3,992 19,829 
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TRIALS ro 
JURY <XX.JRr 

3 28 

4 61 

-- 22 

2 8 

4 59 

- 8 

4 38 

3 37 

20 261 

7 273 



DISTRICI' 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

TABLE 7 

(b) DOCED.mTS I ES'.l'ATF.S COOSED* 

tnmER CLOOED I)(JR!N:; 1986 AND AGE A!r TIME OF CIDSIN3 
wr..m rorALS <XJIoIpARED wrm TEJOOE OF 1985 

ESTATES PERCENT wrm.IN PERCml' F.£Ot 
CUlSEO 1 YEAR 1-3 YF.AR> 

2,520 61% 27% 

3,404 52% 38% 

2,503 58% 33% 

.1,100 54% 35% 

2,930 53% 39% 

1,667 53% 38% 

1,335 52% 28% 

2,609 58% 27% 

18,068 55% 33% 

17,420 56% 32% 

*In addition, there were 1,214 trusteeships and 3,058 guardianships and 
oonservatorships closed in 1986. 
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AFl'ER 3 
YEARS 

12% 

10% 

9% 

11% 

8% 

9% 

20% 

15% 

12% 

12% 
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DISTRIcr 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

TABLE 8 

(a) MM3ER AND TYPE OF JUVEm:LE PETITI<m 

FILED J:XJRIN:7 1986 wrm '1.OTALS CDlPARFD 
ro THOOE OF 1985 

~ anNA FlNA 

342 276 -
391 399 3 

399 241 1 

220 166 -
748 615 5 

456 321 -
596 321 5 

438 393 1 

3,590 2,732 15 

3,540 2,447 21 

I.egend: CHINA -- Child in need of assistance. 
FINA -- Family in need of assistance. 

IC -- Interstate compacts (extradition). 

Ie 

-
3 

3 

1 

8 

-
10 

5 

30 

52 

(For definition of these terms, see section 232.2, The Code.) 
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L _____ . 

TOrAr. 

618 

796 

644 

387 

1,376 

777 

932 

837 

6,367 

6,060 



TABLE 8 

(b) NtMBER OF FO.lM\L HF..ARI:tG.<) 

IN JtJV.ENILE MA'ITERS IXJR]N:; 1986 
WITH rorMS cntPARED 'ID 'l'HOOE OF 1985 

DISTRIcr AIlJUDlCATIOO DISPa:>ITIOO REVIEW D/S OTHER WTAL 

1 480 508 547 183 548 2,266 

2 410 716 427 88 592 2,233 

3 381 361 702 154 494 2,092 

4 346 192 260 106 222 1,126 

5 846 1,683 683 173 434 3,819 

6 520 712 1,927 360 895 4,414 

7 448 1,019 477 219 238 2,401 

8 430 504 783 84 266 2,067 

1986 
Statewide 3,861 5,695 5,806 1,367 3,689 20,418 

1985 
Statewide 3,460 4,900 4,840 1,269 3,028 17,497 

Legend: Adjudication hearing -- Section 232.2(2), The Code. 
Disposition hearing -- Section 232.2(16), The Code. 
Review hearing -- Section 212.102(6), The Code. 
D/S -- Detention/Shelter hearing -- Section 232.2(14)(46), The Code. 
Other -- Includes such proceedings as: hearings on motions for change of 
venue and placement, motions for evaluation, change of counsel, motions to 
continue or suppress evidence and contempt of court and probation 
violation hearings. 
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L 

TABLE 9 

lUfBER OF PETITIcm FILED AND Nrfo1BER .AND TYPE 
CF FORMAL HFAR.'[fI;S HEW IN CASES INVOLVIN3 

VOI..1JNrARY AND INVOUJNTARY TERMINATIOO 
OF PAREN'.mL RIGHTS, 1986 

NtJmER AND 'lYPE OF EURMAL ~ 
NlImER OF PETITIOOS 

DISTRICt FILED TRIAL DE'l'ERMINATIOO 

1 V* 93 62 
I** 12 22 

2V 86 59 
I 14 18 

3V 77 39 
I 20 18 

4V 18 14 
I 36 20 

5V 133 132 
I 65 61 

6V 67 34 
I 43 36 

7V 88 73 
I 8 5 

8V 76 49 
I 13 15 

1986 V 638 462 
Statewide I 211 195 
Totals 849 657 

*V - Voluntary or uncontested termination proceeding. 
**1 - Involuntary or contested termination proceeding. 
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REVlEl<i 'lU.rAL 

6 68 
2 24 

13 72 
4 22 

--- 39 
3 21 

- 14 
- 20 

5 137 
2 63 

20 54 
75 111 

- 73 
- 5 

11 60 
3 18 

55 517 
89 284 

144 801 



DISTRICT 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

TABLE 10 

IUmER AND TYPE OF BOOPlTALIZAT!OO BEARItG:) IXJ.R)N; 1986 
WITH rorALS <DIPARED 'ID 'l'HOOE OF 1985 

~ 

INVOIlNrARY INVOLUNTARY SUBS'l'l\tQ! 

MINJR AOOLT EM6~ ABUSE 

31 382 194 221 

17 366 202 200 

10 260 177 131 

2 71 61 31 

12 345 124 200 

22 387 155 189 

28 265 107 85 

19 202 114 90 

141 2,278 1,134 1,147 

130 1,875 1,108 1,086 
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iUrAL 

828 

785 

578 

165 

681 

753 

485 

425 

4,700 
., 

4,199 



DISTRICT 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

TABLE 11 

1Ol'AL N:TIVITYCl OF ASSOCIME JUOOES ~ 1986 00 MN.r1'ERS 
01'BER THAN REX.;(JLl.\R CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES, 

TERMINATIOO OF PARENrAL RIGmS AND .rova«LE CASES 
wr.m '1.OI'ALS CCMPARm oro THOOE OF 1985 

PENDnG JXX;KI1.l1'".JJ OR DISPOOED PmDn17 
JUOOES JANUARY 1 ASSI~ OF I.lECEH3ER 31 

5 1,508 13,168 13,320 1,356 

5 638 8,773 8,669 742 

4 1,663 13,243 12,866 2,040 

3 1,132 4,418 4,362 1,188 

8 30,916 72,914 69,079 34,751 

5 6,057 15,651 15,595 6,113 

5 3,549 10,109 12,585 1,073 

4 914 5,153 5,35f 716 

39 46,377 143,429 141,827 47,979 

39 50,851 145,106 149,580 46,377 

a. Includes nonindictable (simple) misdemeanors, lost property actions, snaIl 
claims, initial appearances, preliminary hearings, search warrant applications, 
and seized property and hospitalization hearings. Pending figures include 
misdemeanors and small claims only. 

NOTE: For complete and detailed information on the various types of cases combined 
in this table, see Tables 12(a) through 12(d), 14(d) and 9. 
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DISTRIcr 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

TABLE 12 

(a) INITIAL APPEARANCE PRXEIDllGS AND P.RELIMINARY HEARnGSa 

1986 AC.rI.VI.TY OF ASSOCIATE JUIX3ES 
wrm 'lU.1'AI.S CXJ«lARm ro '.l'EIOOE OF 1985 

NlMlER OF 
JOOOES INI'l'IAL APPF.ARAR::ESa PRE.LIMINARY H ... .A 

5 1,707 -
5 1,231 5 

4 1,966 -
3 - -
8 6,674 67 

5 2,900 -
5 3,111 -
4 831 173 

39 18,420 245 

39 17,551 229 

a. Refers to the initial court appearance of a person charged with a criminal 
offense above a simple misdemeanor. See rule 2 ( 1 ), R. Cr. P. 

b. Refers to a preliminary hearing held in a criminal case above a simple 
misdemeanor. See rule 2 ( 4), R. Cr. P. 
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DISTRIcr J(JJ.X;ES 

1 5 

2 5 

3 4 

4 3 

5 8 

6 5 

7 5 

8 4 

1986 
Statewide 39 

1985 
Statewide 39 

L 

TABLE 12 

(b) N:mNDIcrABLE - STATE CASES 

1986 ACl'IVI'lY OF AS&X:IATE J(J[X;ES 

wrm 'lOTALS <nIPAREO 'IO 'J.'Ha)E OF 1985 

DISPalED OF BY 
WI'lBXJT 

TRIAL 
PmDIOO TRIAL'ID TRIAL '.00 GUILTY DISMISSED/ 

JANUARY 1 JX)C.t\t,"!'ED JUR'lt' camr PLEA TRANSFERRED 

1,151 4,692 11 84 3,704 1,058 

399 2,950 2 191 2,200 512 

1,109 5,816 3 245 2,968 2,284 

835 2,063 4 10 1,402 568 

2,093 23,172 23 661 13,624 6,259 

2,539 5,281 11 200 3,558 1,620 

1,905 4,396 8 313 3,252 2,004 

553 1,741 1 11 1,138 670 

10,584 50,111 63 1,715 31,846 14,975 

13,067 45,727 57 1,846 32,678 13,629 
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PmDIR; 
0EX»IlER 31 

986 

444 

1,425 

914 

4,698 

2,431 

724 

474 

12,096 

10,584 



DISTRICf J1JIXiES 

1 5 

2 5 

3 4 

4 3 

5 8 

6 5 

7 5 

8 4 

1986 
Statewide 39 

1985 
Statewide 39 

TABLE 12 

(c) tUmIDICTABIE - ORD~ CASES 

1986 ACTIVITY OF ASSOCIATE JUOO&S 
wrm rorALS a:MPARED 'lO TEIa3E OF 1985 

DISPOOED OF BY 
WITBOOT 
TRIAL 

PF811IR2 TRIAL'lO TRIAL'lO GUILTY DISMISSID/ 
JANUARY 1 IXX:KE"l'tJJ JURY ca.JRr PLEA TRANSFERRED 

281 4,872 2 166 3,473 1,248 

226 3,944 - 176 2,895 819 

532 4,900 10 I 273 3,669 881 

230 1,117 - 41 771 327 

28,822 35,566 11 986 21,099 12,242 

3,336 5,593 6 244 4,795 405 

1,644 2,391 3 181 1,966 1,536 

357 1,656 - 13 1,344 415 

35,428 60,039 32 2,080 40,012 17,873 

37,425 66,215 15 2,003 45,854 20,340 
"----- ----
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PmDIR2 
JJEX:»mER 31 

264 

280 

599 

208 

30,050 

3,479 

349 

241 
-- - ---

35,470 

35,428 
-- ------ --



OISTRIcr J(JIX;&S 

1 5 

2 5 

3 4 

4 3 

5 8 

6 5 

7 5 

8 11 

1986 
Statewide 39 

1985 
Statewide 39 

TABLE 12 

(d) SM!\LL CI'..l\DoS 

1986 NJrIVrr'I OF AS&X::IATE JOOOES 
wrm ror.AI.S <Xln'ARED 'ID '.I'ImE OF 1985 

DISPOOID OF BY 
WlTlDJT 
TRIAL 

pmom:; ASSIGn'D TRIAL 1.0 - DISMISSED/ 
J1\NUARYl BY CLERK COO.RI.' OOFAIJLT TRAR)FERREl) 

76 1,590 352 918 290 

13 518 318 137 58 

22 535 190 212 79 

67 1,166 534 487 146 

1 7,336 2,361 4,959 14 

182 1,690 1,005 433 231 

- 77 77 - -
4 645 191 444 13 . 

365 13,557 5,028 7,650 831 

359 14,254 5,164 8,324 760 
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mmoo 
IBlM3ER 31 

106 

18 

16 

66 

3 

203 

-
1 

413 

365 



DISTRICT 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

TABLE 13 

'!UrAL .P.CJ.'IVITY OF MAGISTRATES ~ 1986 
WITfI 'lU.rALS CDlPARED ro 'l'fJ(}3E OF 1985 

IXXl<E'reD 
Ml\GISTRATES PmD1N2 OR 

l\C'l"IJAIP (AD'IfJORIZED ) JANUARY 1 ASSIGmJ)b DISPa:)ED 
24c (23) 4,257 27,636 27,591 

35 (38) 2,067 28,008 27,906 

26c (30) 1,591 19,869 19,545 

16 (19) 1,085 15,084 14,783 

19C (27) 1,325 13,888 13,879 

14 (17) 1,714 23,426 23,057 

13 ( 13) 828 14,038 12,718 

21 (24) 1,855 18,115 17,803 

168 (191) 14,722 160,064 157,282 

168 (191) 15,42Jd 148,295 148,993 

pmoIN3 
~31 

4,302 

2,169 

1,915 

1,386 

1,334 

2,083 

2,148 

2,167 

17,504 

14,725 

a. The 1986 figures indicate the actual number of magistrates serving in each 
district; figures in parenthesis show the number of magistrate positions 
authorized. See footnote a, Table 2(a) for counties using substitute 
district associate judges and Appendix E for the July 1, 1985, allocation of 
magistrates. The 1986 activity of district associate judges substituting for 
magistrates is included in the work load of regular district associate judges 
as illustrated in Table 11 rather than the business of magistrates presented 
in this table. 

b. FOr purposes of this table, all search warrant applications, seized property 
hearings, lost property actions, preliminary hearings, initial appearances, 
and hospitalization hearings docketed in 1986 were considered disposeO of by 
the end of the year. Pending figures refer only to small claims and simple 
misdemeanors (nonindictable state and ordinance cases). 

c. During 1986, Ida, Adair, Howard, and Monona Counties exercised the option 
provided in Iowa Code section 602.6402, and divided their one magistrate 
position into two jobs leaving 168 magistrates to fill 164 salaried 
positions. 

d. This figure differs from that of December 31, 1985, due to inventory 
corrections. 
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TABLE 14 

(a) 1NfW\L l\PPFJ'\Rl\'lCE ProCEEf)nGS AND P.RELIMINARY HEARIl'lJS 

1986 PCrIVrl.Y OF MN3IS'J.'RATES 
WITH '1U.1'AIS CCMPARED 'ID '.l'ImE OF 1985 

, 

NlM3ER OF 
DISTRIcr INrJ.'IAL APP~ PRELI.MI.Nl\RY HEARIl'lJSb 

1 2,136 20 

2 4 .. 183 206 

3 2,409 95 

4 1,378 101 

5 1,922 121 

6 2,867 27 

7 1,352 39 

8 2,845 132 
. 

1986 
Statewide 19,092 141 

1985 
Statewide 16,290 860 

a. Refers to the initial court appearance of a person charged with a criminal 
offense al:::ove a simple misdemeanor. See rule 2(1), R.. Cr. P. 

b. Refers to a preliminary hearing held in a criminal case above a simple 
rnisdereanor • See rule 2 ( 4), R. Cr. P. 
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PENDDG 
DlSTRICT JANUARY 1 

1 1,877 

2 1,544 

3 1,327 

4 629 

5 1,151 

6 1,357 

7 297 

8 1,413 

1986 
Statewide 9,595 

1985 
Statewide 9, 634a 

TABLE 14 

(b) lUmIDIC'rABLE - STATE CASFS 

1986 AC.l'IVlTY OF MAGISTRATES 
wrm rorALS <Xl4PARED 'IO 'llmE OF 1985 

DISPa)FD OF BY 
WI'lIDlT 

TRIAL 
TRIAL'IO TRIAL ro GUIL'I.Y DISMISSED/ 

00CKEn'ED JURY COORl' Pl:.F.A TlW~FERRED 

10,313 9 710 6,849 2,707 

16,310 26 1,864 10,294 4,059 

11,422 3 712 7,703 2,675 

7,640 2 568 4,931 2,,000 

8,451 19 860 5,865 1,690 

12,117 18 978 8,298 2,480 

6,050 15 585 3,614 1,212 

9,907 32 711 6,853 2,128 

82,210 134 6,988 54,407 18,951 

74,982 107 6,960 50,323 17,630 

PEND]}l; 
.DEX::EMBER 31 

1,915 

1,,611 

1,656 

768 

1,168 

1,700 

921 

1,596 

11,335 

9,596 

a. This figure differs from that of Deoember 31, 1985, due to inventory 
corrections. 
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PmD:roo 
DISTRICT J1\NOARY 1 

1 2,354 

2 350 

3 181 

4 434 

5 136 

6 256 

7 226 

8 362 

1986 
Statewide 4,299 

1985 
Statewide 4,621 

TA13LE 14 

(e) KmNDICTABLE - ORO~ CASES -
1966 AC'l'IVITY OF MN;ISTRATES 

WITH '1.Oi2\IS aJoiPARED ro TJD3E OF 1985 . 
~ DISPOOED OF BY 

Wl'.l'BX1.r 
TRIAL 

TRIAL ro TRIAL'ID GUILTY DISMISSroj 
OOCRETED JURY CCXJRr PLFA TRANSmRRID 

13,528 2 517 10,210 2,789 

4 ... 279 3 504 3,298 488 

4,298 1 309 3,497 4~1 

5,245 -0 387 4,003 688 

2,266 1 399 1,601 252 

6,669 10 562 5,093 957 

3,994 2 416 2,456 816 

3,540 5 289 2,798 301 

43,819 24 3,383 32,956 6,.782 

42,501 34 3,314 30,990 8,485 
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PFlIIDDG 

I>EX»omER 3" 

2 .. 364 

336 

181 

601 

149 

303 

530 

509 

4,973 

4,298 

._-----------------_. 



(d) 

TABLE 14 

SF..ARCH WARRANr APPLICATIOOS .AND SEIZID PH>1JERl'Y HE'AR1lGS 
~ BY TYPE Ql;~ JUDICIAL OFFICER ~. 

1986 ACl'IVITY OF fW2IS'l'RATES 
wrm ro.rALS CDlPARED m 'l.lJ(l)E OF 1985 

- -
SFARaI WARRANT jM?PLICATI<R3 SEIZED ProPERTY HE'AR1lGS 

DISTRIc.r OJ DAJ M rorAL 

1 56 50 41 147 

2 8 66 132 206 

3 5 23 102 130 

4 - 45 27 72 

5 39 64 81 184 

6 16 63 33 112 

7 11 106 15 132 

8 3 39 152 194 

1986 
Statewide 138 456 583 1,177 

1985 
Statewide 193 488 675 1,356 

-
Legend: OJ - District J'udges 

DAJ - District Associat:e Judges 
M -- Magistrates 

OJ MJ M 

- 247 34 

- 6 52 

- 1 34 

- 27 2 

140 14 18 

10 124 10 

- 1 16 

- 59 42 

150 479 208 

125 515 393 

There \'l'ere also 6 lost property actions handled by magistrates and 19 such 
actions disfX)sed of by district associate judges in 1986. 
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ro.rAL 

281 

58 

35 

29 

172 

144 

11 

101 

837 

1,033 



TABLE 14 

(e) SMALL CIAIf!5 

1986 1\CTIVITY OF Ml'lGISTRATES 
wrm romr..s cntPARED ID 'l"f.D3E OF 1985 

DIS~ED OF BY 
Wl'lD'.lJT 

TRIAL 
PmDDG ASSIGNED TRIAL'ID DISMISSED/ PmJ)IR; 

DISTRICT JANUARY 1 BY CIERK roJRT DEFAULT TRANSFERRED DOCF.ImER 31 

1 26 1,452 1,049 365 41 23 

2 173 2,782 1,716 "116 301 222 

3 83 1,434 860 446 133 78 

4 22, 677 380 256 46 17 

5 38 967 773 99 116 17 

6 101 1,695 788 753 175 80 

7 305 2,498 1,355 530 221 697 

8 80 1,421 899 448 92 fi2 

1986 
Statewide 828 12,926 7,820 3,613 1,125 1,196 

1985 
Stat.e\-lide 1,16aa 12,586 7,760 3,723 1,440 831 

a. This figure differs from that of December 31, 1985, due to inventory 
corrections. 
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DISI'RICl' 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

.. 1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

TABLE 15 

SMALL CLAIMS txnmT MAINTAINED BY THE CLERK DORING 1986 
w.rm 'ro1'ALS <notPARED 'IO ~ OF 1985 

DISKGED OF BY 
PENDIOO JUDICIAL PFNJ):m-; 

JANUARY 1 OOC.Kltl'NJ CLERK OFFICERSa D~31 

1,506 7,413 4,716 3,015 1,188 

2,248 11,552 8,413 3,246 2,141 

1,210 7,948 5,966 1,980 1,212 

734 3,974 2,032 1,849 829 

2,233 16,937 8,938 8,322 1,910 

1,366 7,503 4,166 3,385 1,318 

807 6,594 4,547 2,183 671 

1,299 6,544 4,538 2,087 1,218 
, 

11,403 68,465 43,316 26,067 10,485 

11,592 73,752 46,747 27,171 11 ,426 

a. Includes small claims dispositions by magistrates and judges. 
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TABLE 16 

!«JMBER OF SCHmJI:J;!D VIOIATIoosa 

Handled Exclusively by the District Court Clerks (per county) 

Number Number 
Count:t 1986--1985 Count:x:: 1986--'985 

Mair ',831 ',696 Jefferson 2,165 2,210 
Adams 970 1,004 Johnson 15,567 16,156 
Allamakee 689 1,062 Jones 1,667 1,969 
Appanoose 1,364 385 Keokuk 502 427 
Audubon 668 453 Kossuth 1,781 1,268 
Benton 3,195 3,749 Lee 3,721 3,565 
Black Hawk 13,907 13,982 Linn 19,077 18,965 
Boone 3,066 2,575 I.ouisa 1,635 1,040 
Brerrer 2,881 2,187 tucas 849 906 
Buchanan 1,904 1,993 Lyon 8.91 948 
Buena Vista 3,717 3,422 Madison 1,073 1,272 
Butler 2,251 1,680 Mahaska 3,659 2,904 
calhoun 845 760 !>'.arion 5,732 5,273 
Carr.oll 4,279 3,250 Marshall 4,164 3,893 
cass 4,387 4,288 Mills 701 2,056 
Cedar 13,725 14,563 Mitchell 917 720 
Cerro Gordo 11,797 10,589 M::>nona 1,896 1,315 
Cherokee 2,471 1,833 Monroe 1,445 1,477 
Chickasaw 1,945 1,877 M::>ntgOllEry 1,593 1,508 
Clarke 6,665 6,441 Muscatine 6,721 4,155 
Clay 3,151 2,554 O'Brien 1,730 1,593 
Clayton 2,736 2,761 Osceola 885 913 
Clinton 6,131 5,463 Page 904 841 
Crawford 3,193 2,968 Palo Alto 1,163 965 
Dallas 4,386 4,627 Plyoouth 5,387 3,435 
Davis 1,193 1,258 Pocahontas 697 636 
Decatur 2,251 1,926 Polk 96,174 94,198 
Delaware 3,205 3,720 Pottawattamie 14,332 14,304 
Des I'bines 4,834 4,435 I'oWeshiek 3;"142 ~.711 
Dickinson 2,941 3,107 Ringgold 239 242 
rubuque 6,231 6,049 Sac 2,614 2,487 
Emnet 692 636 Scott 24,233 20,297 
Fayette 3,126 2,910 Shelby 1,196 1,259 
Floyd ',767 1,949 Sioux 2,814 2,694 
Ft'anklin 4,264 3,841 Story 7,299 7,940 
Ft'enont 1,676 , 1843 Tama 3,239 3,256 
Greene 1,578 1,354 Taylor 440 431 
Grundy 2,907 1,851 Union ',936 2,000 
GUthrie 907 639 Van Buren 712 531 
Hamilton 4,670 4,521 Wapello 4,912 3,344 
Hancock , ,115 1,007 Warren 4,364 3,974 
Hardin 1,926 2,144 Washington 2,044 1,746 
l-\al:'rison 5,274 5,530 Wayne 804 819 
Henry 2,910 2,494 Webster 2,610 2,886 
fbward 84.6 896 winnebago 670 558 
Humboldt 1,136 864 Winneshiek 1,659 1,138 
Ida 1,021 885 W:xxlbury 13,851 14,062 
Iowa 3,310 3,400 Worth 4,488 3, 754 
Jackson 2,123 2,060 Wright 684 723 
Jasper 5,134 4,557 

'!UrALS 450,169 426,302 

a. Scheduled violations are defined ln section. 805.8, The Code. 
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DISTRICl' 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

APPENDIX A 

NUMBER AND AGE OF CIVIL CASESa 
PENDIOO DECEH3ER 31, 1986 

wrm 'lUl'ALS aJotpAREJ) 'lO ~E OF 1985 

NUMBER OF CASES PENDIOO (IN PERCmT) 
'IDrAL NUMBER 90 DAYS OVER 18 

PEND:m3 OR LESS 3-18 l'OlmS foDll'HS 

6,056 1,697 (28%) 2,893 (48%) 1,466 (24%) 

7,969 1,692 (21%) 4,202 (53%) 2,075 (26%) 

6,393 1,141 (18%) 3,261 (51%) 1,991 (31%) 

2,726 590 (22%) 1,596 (59%) 540 (20%) 

11 ,236 2,286 (20%) 6,971 (62%) 1,979 ( 18%) 

5,715 1,140 (20%) 3,189 (56%) 1,386 (24%) 

5,076 1,020 (20%) 2,843 (56%) 1,213 (24%) 

3,,374 922 (27%) 1,912 (57%) 540 (16%) 

48,545 10,488 (22%) 26,867 (55%) 11,190 (23%) 

50,403 111'347 (23%) 25,927 (51%) 13,129 (26%) 

a. Includes civil cases above a small claim and small claims on appeal. 
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DISTRICT 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1986 
Statewide 

1985 
Statewide 

APPENDIX B 

NOMBBR AND AGE OF CRIM.INAL CASESa 
~roo I>EX»mER 31, 1986 

wrm 'lU.r.ALS C'atfPARED 'ID 'llmE OF 1985 

NumER OF lA.""jI'~ J?E}IDDX; (IN PERCENr) 
~NOMBER 90 DAYS OVER 18 

PENDIOO OR LESS 3-18 KNmS KN1'HS 

2,.058 906 (44%) 662 (32%) 490 (24%) 

2,.153 922 (43%) 822 (38%) 409 ( 19%) 

2,935 1,,031 (35%) 1,098 (37%) 806 (28%) 

1,093 804 (74%) 227 (21%) 62 (5%) 

2,531 '1,444 (57%) 787 (31%) 300 ( 12) 

3,056 1,277 (42%) 1,210 (40%) 569 (18%) 

2,562 1,003 (39%) 834 (33%) 725 (28%) 

1,295 674 (52%) 500 (39%) 121 (9%) 
• 

17,683 8,061 (45%) 6,140 (35%) 3,482 (25%) 

18,520 7,783 (42%) 6,728 (36%) 4,009 (22%) 

a. Includes criminal cases above a small misdemeanor and simple misdemeanors on 
appeal. 
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APPENDIX C 

POPULATIOO PER DISTRIcr COORr JU)X;E 

DIS'I'RIcr POPOLA'rICN 
DISTRICT JUDGES POPOLA'rIwa PER .JtJOOE 

1 12 393,800 32,817 

2 17 488,700 28,747 

3 11 349,400 31,763 

4 6 197,700 32,950 

5 21 540,000 25,714 

6 11 327,900 29,809 

7 10 297,900 29,790 

8 11 288,000 26,181 
1 -

Statewide 99 2,883,400 29,125 
., 

a. Official 1985 population statistics -- u.s. Bureau of the Census and the Iowa 
Office of Planning and Programminge 
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First District 
Second District 
Third District 
Fourth District 

? ~ r ~!J 

''''V''OUTH ~U 

\ 
WOOOIllJRV ~~~ 

~. 

APPENDIX D 

I<YriA'S EIGHT JUDICIAL DISTRICTs - POPOIATIOO* 

393,800 
488,700 
349,400 
197,700 

Fifth District 
Sixth District 
Seventh District 
Eighth District 

STATF. TOTAL -- 2,883,400 

~i ~ 
_ •• !!!; WOftTH ~'J ~ -£~"I(, 

~- PALOAi:'f1rr 
~ C(AAO 00100 

~ ~ 
3 ~ £h.~VTOH:r 

aUENA VjSTA PQCAHONT.\l HU""BOLOT ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 

W(osru 
~"Q(Hio\'oiIj1ll """ • ..A'iir ii"fLAWAR r rl 2 rr ~ 1 I 

TANA ~ ~ 

\ 
,CII~.,rCllO ~ IilllliJ ~ ~ 

~ 
WAlK HALL 

6 

~ 
lHAMISOIO 

i'~ GUTH"'~J l 
~ 

~ .:!!.~ POwt5r4IEK IOWA ~. 

7 

5 
I 1 t MVSCATtH 

'\.~tTA.." .. tTA.N\'El 

l f£lli.l ~- ~ ~~ ~ ~J<~ ~J r~~~~ 
i 

4 a l.OUISo\ 

f.!!!bllJ ~~ AD&" ~ ~J ,LUCAS ~ ~ ~ H[".vI 

\ ~~ 

<:~ I!mJ ~ f!!lli!9.9.l.R.l ~ ~"'LJ ., .... ""10 •• o~ ~ 
~ 

540,000 
327,900 
297 / 900 
280,000 

~ 

~ 

~11 

*Official 1985 population figures -- u.s. Bureau of the Census and the Iowa Office 
of Planning and Programming. 
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APPENDIX B 

ALIOCATIClil OF JUDICIAL MN;ISTRATES JULy 1, 1985 'l'f.{OCO;H JUNE 30, 1987 

37 
48 

6 

one Magistrate counties 
two Maqistrate counties 
three Magistrate counties 

~.!J ~ rl 1* I 2 J 

IOIA""VI'O ~.~~ &!ill!J 

1* 2 2 1 2 4 

2 
5 
1 

four Magistrate counties 
five Magistrate counties 
seven Magistrate county 

2 2 . 
~ JACK'5011 

2 
2 

CLINTON 2 5 2 

.lliW 2 

2 

MU$CArIH 
ISCOi1l 5 

2 

LOlA"" 

1 

*Oounties takinq the option of appointinq one additional maqistrate as provided in 
section 602.58. 

**The allocation was reaffirmed in total when the state court administrator 
apportioned maqistrates among the counties for the 1987-89 biennium. 
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fDISTRIcr 
YEAR JtJJ:GES CIVIIP 

1986 99 53,027 
1985 99 54,005 
1984 99 49,294 
1983 99 51,476 
1982 95 55,763 
1981 95 58,225 
1980 92 58,442 
1979 92 51,031 
1978 92 46,498 
1977 92 43,324 
1976 89 40,103 
1975 84 37,963 
1974 83 36,216 
1973 83 38,057 
1972 76 40,483 
1971 76 40,315 
1970 76 37,965 
1969 76 35,574 
1968 75 33,617 
1967 76 31,646 
1966 75 30,310 
1965 75 29,207 
1964 75 28,405 
1963 75 28,138 
1962 75 28,528 
1961 75 28,288 
1960 73 26,767 
1959 73 25,136 
1958 72 23,661 
1957 72 23,579 
1956 7'0 22,922 

APPENDIX F 

FILJl.GS IN TfIE ICWA DISTRIcr CCURr 
1956-1986 

CRIMINAIP 'l.OTAL (PER JOOOE) 

45,391 98,418 ( 994) 
41,116 95,121 ( 961) 
40,379 89,673 ( 906) 
39,952 91,428 ( 924) 
39,008 94,771 ( 998) 
36,932 95,157 (1,002) 
35,669 94,111 (1,028) 
31,026 82,057 ( 892) 
21,942 74,440 ( 809) 
28,795 72,119 ( 784) 
26,009 66,112 ( 742) 
23,600 61,563 ( 733) 
20,653 .56,869 ( 685) 
16,148 54,205 ( 653) 
10,699 51,182 ( 673) 
11,300 51,615 ( 679) 
10,140 48,105 ( 633) 
9,505 45,079 ( 593) 
8,367 41,984 ( 560) 
7,496 39, "42 ( 515) 
7,159 37,469 ( 500) 
7,432 36,639 ( 489) 
7,004 35,409 ( 472) 
6,641 34,779 ( 464) 
7,113 35,641 ( 475) 
7,209 35,497 ( 473) 
7,260 34,027 ( 466) 
7,086 32,222 ( 441 ) 
6,724 30,385 ( 422) 
6,486 30,065 ( 418) 
6,178 29,100 ( 416) 

JUVENII.EC 

6,367 
6,060 
6,099 
5,532 
5,363 
5,570 
5,501 
5,227 
6,179 
6,000 
5,744 
5,685 
5,446 
3,730 
2,567 
3,249 
3,224 
2,876 
2,626 
2,367 
2,146 
2,163 
2,341 
2,096 
2,035 
1,880 
2,012 
2,005 
1,937 
1,921 
1,607 

a. Includes civil cases over $2,000 and small claims on appeal. 

pRJBM.'EC1 
OPmED 

23,793 
24,790 
24,190 
24,233 
24,329 
24,192 
23,452 
23,479 
24,218 
23,202 
22,896 
22,640 
22,646 
22,803 
21,,953 
21,.317 
20,470 
20,158 
19,520 
19,310 
19,515 
19,463 
19,034 
18,532 
17,831 
17,346 
17,248 
17,117 
16,694 
16,945 
16,137 

b. Includes indictable criminal cases (serious and aggravated misdemeanors and 
felonies) and simple misdemeanor appeals. 

c. Includes petitions filed in ordinary juvenile matters, e.g., delinquency, child 
and family in need of assistance and interstate compacts (extradition) matters; 
does not encompass cases involving termination of parental riqhts. 

d. Includes the number of estates, trusteeships, quardianships and 
conserva tor'sh ips opened. 



YEAR 

1986 

1985 

1984 

1983 

1982 

1981 

1980 

1979 

1978 

1977 

1976 

1975 

1974* 

APPENDIX G 

CYJ.lIER FII.J:tG3 IN THE IeJiA DISTRICT <XXJRr 
1974-1986 

SIMPLE SCIJI!DJLID 
MI~RS VIOIATIOOS 

236,179 450,169 

229,425 426,302 

232,070 426,023 

221,841 418,124 

231 p 998 425,272 

267,436 470,553 

292,037 490,158 

291,404 462,224 

319,481 476,955 

410,862 310,710 

410,696 285,086 

375,707 223,622 

286,504 198,147 

SMALL 
CIAIMS 

68,465 

73,752 

71,666 

67,298 

67,967 

75,259 

82,208 

78,141 

72,054 

65,434 

62,416 

63,582 

68,021 

*This was the first full year under' the new unified court system which became 
effective July 1, 1973. 
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YFAR 

1986 
1985 
1984 
1983 
1982 
1981 
1980 
1979 
1978 
1977 
1976 
1975 
1974 
1973 
1972 
1911 
1970 
1969 
1968 
1961 
1966 
1965 
1964 
1963 
1962 
1961 
1960 
1959 
1958 
1957 
1956 

APPENDIX H 

CIVIL/CRIMINA.T" DISPOOI'l'ICNS BY DISTRIcr CXXJRl' JU[X;ESa 

1956-1986 

IDISTRIC"r 
JOJ:X;ES crvrrP CR.IMINA(.c 'lUl'AL 

99 54,284 19,387 73,671 
99 51,001 17,882 68,883 
99 49,324 20,382 69,706 
99 52 .. 706 19,815 72,521 
95 54,.484 19,027 73,511 
95 54,511 17,834 72,345 
92 52,.799 17,448 70,247 
92 47,.754 15,098 62,852 
92 41,898 14,561 56,459 
92 38,682 17,200 55,882 
89 37,319 17,750 55,069 
84 35,,737 14,874 50,611 
83 35,007 14,268 49,275 
83 38,381 12,384 50,765 
76 40,553 11,147 51,700 
76 38,455 10,659 49,114 
76 35,636 9,304 44,940 
76 32,642 8,676 41,318 
75 29,541 8,035 31,576 
16 29,343 7,267 36,610 
75 30,140 6,916 31,056 
75 30,280 6,654 36,934 
75 28,258 6,757 35,015 
15 29,342 6,551 35,893 
15 28,941 7,165 36,.106 
75 30,616 7,556 38,112 
73 24,094 7,196 31,290 
73 23,988 6,949 30,937 
72 23,304 6,533 29,831 
72 23,302 6,932 30,234 
10 21,141 5,836 21,511 

oM 

PER JUIX;E 

744 
696 
704 
733 
774 
162 
764 
683 
614 
607 
619 
603 
594 
612 
680 
646 
591 
544 
501 
482 
494 
492 
467 
419 
481 
509 
429 
424 
414 
420 
394 

a. Does not include civil and criminal cases disposed of by judges of limited 
jurisdiction and maqistrates. 

b. Includes civil cases over $2,000 and small claims cases appealed to the 
district court. 

c. Includes indictable criminal cases (serious and aqgravated misdemeanors and 
felonies) and simple misdemeanor appeals. 
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