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ABSTRACT 

The flJrlough program has been in operation in the .\1assachusetts Department 
vf Correction since November 6, 1972. A total of 115,274 furloughs have been 
granted between the inception of the program and December J I, 1986. During tha t 
period, 645 of those furloughs resulted in escapes (a resident failing to return to 
"lIs/her correctional facdity wi thin two hours of the appointed time of return), thus 
Yielding an overall furlough escape ra te of 0.6 percent or 6 escapes per 1,000 
[oJrloughs granted. This report contains a statistical description of the number, 
diS trtbution and outcomes of furloughs for the year 1986 as well as a trend analysis 
vf [-Jrloughs since the inception of the program in 1972. 

From January I, 1986 to December 31, 1986, a total of 8,896 furloughs were 
granted. The number of individuals receiving furloughs in 1986 was 1,645. During 
1986, 11 furloughs resul ted in an escape, yielding an overall excape ra te of 0.1 
percent or I escape per 1,000 furloughs granted. 

From the inception of the furlough program through 1982 there was an 
overall decline in the number of furloughs granted, the number of offenders 
furloughed, and the percentage of the released population participating in the 
furlough program prior to release. The escape rate showed a parallel decline 
during this period. However, starting in 1983 and extending into 1985, the number 
of furloughs granted and the number of individuals furloughed increased while the 
trenc& in the percentage of the released population furloughed and the escape ra te 
con unued to decline. The figures for 1986 show similar patterns of increase in the 
number of oflenders furloughed and a decrease in the escape rate and the 
percentage of the released population furloughed prior to release. However, there 
""'as a decrease in the number of furloughs granted to individuals, contrary to 
recent years. The decline in the proportion participating in the furlough program 
;mor to release was attributed to the increasing number of women and other 
offenders wi th short sentences in the released population. The decline in escapes 
was related to a relatively recent change in the type of furlough granted at secure 
inS ti tutlon" i.e., in recent years furloughs from secure institutions must be 
escorted, thereby greatly reducing the opp'ortunity for escape. 
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Introduction 

This report presenu a s ta tlstical description of furloughs granted by the 

I,lassachuse t ~s Department of Correction for the year 1986. Contained in this 

report are trends in the number of furloughs per year and furlough outcome5 from 

the inception of the program in 1972 until the end of the year 1986 • 

. A furlough is considered by the Department of Correction to be an "extension 

of the limits of the place of confinement [or a trustworthy resident" of a state 

correctional facility. The Department regards the furlough program as a means by 

which residents may maintain or re-establish direct ties with the communities from 

which they have come and, therefore, to be consistent with its policy of community 

reintegration. Furloughs may be granted for medical IXlrposes, for contacting 

t-ros~tlve emp10yer~, for securing living accommodations preparatory to release, 

or tor visiting a critically ill relative or attending a relative'S funeral; but, most 

commonly, they are granted for family visits. As diverse as these functions are, 

they all share the common desired end result of a reduction in the repeated 

criminal behavior of the prison releasee. An equally important function of 

furloughs, however, is their use as a correctional management device for dealing 

\IIi th j nm a tes. 

Re~idents are required to serve a certain portion of their sentences prior to 

becoming ellaible for furlough as establlsned by the Departmentts furlough rules 

and regulatioN.' The resident Is subject to a rigorous furlough screening process 

prior to being granted a furlough consisting of: an appUcation review, an interview 

by an institutional furlough committee, completion 01 at. furlough sponsorship 

agreement, a criminal history background ched< of the furlough sponsor, and 

1 would hke to acknowledge Ramon Raagas for his assistance with this report. 
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a revieW of all relevant Information by the Superintendent of the facility. Initial 

furlough applications mw t go through an even more extensive J)('ocess. The 

applicant must be reviewed by a Central ottice Furlough Panel and approved by 

the CommlHloner or liis designee. Residents meeting the general eligibility 

criteria are allowed by statute 14 furlough days per furlough year; in practice they 

receive jeven days during the fint half of the year and seven days during the 

second halt of the year. A furlough may last less than 24 hours, thus an indIvidual 

can be furloughed more than 14 times during a year. A resident's furlough year 

runs for 12 consecutive months from the date of the l1uthoriZZltion of the resident's 

initial lurlough; each successive furlough year commences on the annivel'3uy of 

the turlough authorizatiof. date. 

There are b<lsicaUy three typ2s of furloughl el3l'ood, emergency and escor1lad. 

By tar the mon common tyFX! of furlough is tho GZl.rn~ furlough. Emer~ncy 

furlOUghs are approved for residents when a serious or penonal situation arises that 

requires their immediate presence in the community. Escorted furloughs arl!! 

emergency furloughs granted to a resident who requires close supervision while in 

the community. The resident mwt bo accompanied by correctional statf whUe on 

furlough. In 1986, 97 PQreflnt of aU fudoyr9Js WCI'& elAl'~ 

This report is dlvidQd into two :sections.. The first section covers relevant 

furlough st.1\tistia for tho yeu 1986. The second section Fesenu a brief overview 

of the Ma.s~chuseus furlough program and provides comparisons of furlough 

characteristic! over vuying timo peri~ The t.1\bl~ which foUott in the two 

App1!nd1ce31 p~esont trenda in escapo ratH by institution Ixttweon 1973 and 191", 

and the number of furloughs, the p2rcent distribution of furloughll, and escape rates 

by inmllte social charllcterutics, olfenso VllI'illblOll, criminnl history variables and 

furlough variables for 1986. In these tablElil and throuGhout the document the 

escape ra te refers to every 100 furloughs ending in escllpe. In most instances, less 

2 
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than one furlough in every 100 resulted in an escap:2 producing extremely 101Al 

escape ra tes sI;ch a.! 0.1 percent. 

This report includes information on furloughs granted from DOC tacilities. 

Thus, It does not include any furloughs taken by inmates in non-DOC facilities, such 

as COUllt~ howes of correction. 

The data lor the tables in this report Vlere derived from the computerized 

inmate data base and were produad on the:! Regent's Computer Network. 

3 



Furlough Statistic For the Year 198' 

1986Stawtia 

From January I, :1986 to December 31, 1986, total furloughs grant-cd were 

8,896. The number ot individuals furloughed in 1986 was 1,64j. The median 

number of furloughs per furloughed offender was four; the actual number ot 

furloughs ranged from one to 36. Ten offenders went out on furlough more than 2' 

times during 1936, while 378 offenders were furloughed only once. Fitty-one 

percent of the furloughed population received four or moro furloughs, and 49 

percent took fewer than four furloughs in 1986. Tha mcd.ian numblar of hours of 

leave per furlough WAS 24 hours, but the actUl.l.l number of hours furlotJghod nsnged 

from one to 170 hours. 

E3:capy R.nm by Furlouab - 1986 

Department of Correction policy defines a furloush escape as failure to 

return to a correctionAl facility within two hours of tho designlltod time of return'! 

The Department ot Correction, aa a matter of policy, recognizes two classes of 

[urlotJgh escape: thoS(l lurlO1Jn/U which result in volunUlty returns aitar two hours 

but within 24 hours of tho designated reporting time ("Into overs" or technical 

e.scapes); and thO:$O which coNtitute involuntLlty returruJ or fallure! to return after 

24 hours. Out of the 8,.8% furloughs granted in 1986, tharo were II incidenu of 

official furlouGh .tiCllp03 (3 IZltQ oven and 8 actool tiC41~) resultinG in an escillp3 

ra te of 0.1 ~cont. 

~ Rllto by ln2Mto Furlourpd in 1936 

Of the 1,64' offendefSi furloughed in 1986,11 wara decllll'cd on escllp3 status. 

The furlough outcome for individu.:nls resulted in an escAP'J rntl!l of 0.7 percent. 



Since individual Inmates often take more than one furlough, the escape ra Ie per 

Inmate furloughed is higher than the escape rate per furlough granted. Three of 

the II furloughed individuals declared on escape in 1986 returned voluntarily wi thin 

24 hours alter thetr de;tgnated time of return (Illate overs"). The median number 

at "succe~sful" furloughs (not a late over and not an escape) per inmate was four. 

La te Returns for 198& 

For 1986, there were 1.51 furloughs which were classified as "late unders" 

(returned within two hours of the appointed dme of return). The 1.51 "late lI'lders/l 

involved 124 individuals. These 124 offenders all returneti voluntarily within two 

hours of their designated time of return. Eightellln offenders were reported tv have 

two or more late returns from furlough in 1986. 

Furlcrup by Security LeveJ - 1986 

During 1986, 19' furloughs were granted from maximum or medium securi ty 

institutions, repre~nting two percent of the furloughs granted in 1986. There were 

1,722 furloughs (19 percent) granted from minimum SGCurity institutions, 2,'4' 

furloughs from mixed mlnimum/pre.relelUCl institutions (~ percen!:), and 4,434 

furloughs ('0 percent) granted trom pre-relC.'lBSO facllitiln in 1986. Table I presents 

information on furlouGh by security level for 1986 alona with ti'le corresponding 

escape r&tes f« each furlough institution.2 Five of the 11 furlough escapes 'Here 

assodated ",1m ~urJoushs from mixed minimum/pre-relollSO seCurity institution.s, 

four from mi"lmum s~urity, and two W42re a$SOCi~tQd with furlouGhs from pre· 

release centeno 

Table II Indicates thAt in 1986 furlouGhs from soc:uro instltutlotl.ll were almost 

exclusively emergency or escorted furloughs, thoso from MCI-Framingham and 

Southeastern Correctional Center (SECC) were exceptions to this pattern. In past 



Table I 

Furloogju tor the Year 1986 by Furloogh Institution and Security Level 

I ru tl ttl ti on/Se<:uri ty 

Maximum and Medium 

Minimum 

Cedar Junction 
Concord 
Framingham 
Norfolk 
SECC 
NCCI 
Total 

Medfleld 
Bay State 
:-ICC 
Toml 

Mlnimum/Pre-Re.t~ 

Plymouth 
Warwick 
Shirley 
Lancaster 
Longwood 
Hodder House 
Tow 

Pre-ReJ~ 

Boston State 
Brooke Hou.so 
Coolidge 1 
THP 
Norfolk Pre-Roloase 
McGrnth HoU$O 
CoolJdgo II 
Drug Rehabilitation 
South MlddlesQlt 
Park DrlvQ 
HiJisid0 PRe 
Charlotte HoUSQ 
Toml 

GRAND TOTAL 
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Furloughs 

24 
20 
15 
46 
.50 
40 

19' 

182 
81.5 
72' 

1722 

339 
249 

1009 
618 
259 
71 

2S4' 

897 
3'9 
560 
486 
297 
108 
124 

0 
473 
34' 
619 
166 
~430 

88'6 

E:scap3 Rate 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

0.5 
0.1 
0.3 
0.2 

0.0 
0.0 
0.' 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.2 

0.0 
0.0 
0.4 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

0.1 



Table Il 

Furlough Esca~ Rate b~ T~~ of Furlout:th 
and Security Level of Furlough Institution, 198& 

FurlouGhs 

Furlough UM.5CQrted E3c0rtl!ld 0 

In.sti tution N E..sc Rato N EiC Rate N 

Maximum &: Medium 

Cedar Junction a a 0.0 211 a 0.0 211 

Concord a a 0.0 20 a 0.0 20 

Framingham 12 a 0.0 3 0 0.0 l.s 

Not folk a 0 0.0 116 0 0.0 46 

SECC 42 0 0:0 8 0 O.(l jO 

NCCI' 0 0 0.0 110 0 0.0 40 

S~Totn.l '4 0 0.0 141 0 0.0 1" 
MWmum 16JlG 4 0.2 32 0 0.0 171t.l 

Minimum/ 2480 , 0.2 60 ~ 0.0 2.S1JO 
i5re-Refea.ro 

Pre-ReJelW:! LW12 2 0.0 20 0 0.0 4432 

Total 8632 11 0.1 2'3 0 0.0 8M' 

°rncJudes em!rgoncy furlouahs. 

7 
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Total 
E.sc Rate 

a 0.0 

a 0.0 

a 0.0 

0 0.0 

0 0.0 

0 0.0 

0 0.0 

4 0.2 

, 0.2 

2 0.0 

11 0.1 



years (mid to late 1970's) unescorted Curloughs were granted more liberally at 

"1"\edium and ma)(jmum security institutions. The escape rate was higher (or 

furloughs from lower 3ecurity raclli ties, the majority of which were unescorted 

furloughs (98 percent crom minimum and minimum/pre-release and more than 99 

percent -from pre-release .security taclJities. 

Proportion of Relenses Plll'tJdPAtlng in FurJooeh Progum - 1986 

From January I, 1986, to December 31, 1986, the Department of 

Correction relelUed an estimated 3,029 resIdents to the community. Of fhat total, 

80"' (27 percent) had received one or more furloughs before releasQ. TIle remaining 

7J percent ;;,1 tho inci1vldWlls releASed had not pru-ticlpated in tho furlough p~08ram 

during their incarceration. The ~t'cent of releascd Inmntos turloultled before 

rele4Se to tho community gradU4lJy declIned from 7~ pot'c:ont in 1974 to 2'1 percent 

in 1986. However, the actual numbliH' of offendcrs recoIvlng furlouGhs prior to 

releuo increased overall from 667 In 1913 to 818 in 1986, an increMO of 23%. The 

fur10ugtI participation of the 1986 released population varied accorci1ng to the 

security level of the relellSing institution iU followSl 67 percent of thoso released 

Crom pre-release facllitie~ had OOen furloughed prior to relca,so; 28 p3rcent of 

those released from minlmumlpte-roll/l~ security hl1d be<1n furlouGhed; 30 percent 

of thOle released from minimum .security {Clcill ties had b3en furloughed, and 11 

percent of tho3o releASed from mediUm or maximum security institutions had been 

Curloughed Ixdora relew:o. 

Inmlltes Furloupd Pet' AVQ11lliS McnthJy Pcpu1p.titm - 1986 

Out of an averago monthly population CIt ','69 an averAGe 01 "'00 Jndlviduals 

per month received Cl furlough iii 1986. The averago f!umlxlt of Inmates furloughed 

ranged from a low of 380 in October to a high of 608 in December. Nine percent of 

8 
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Table III 

Percent of Average Monthly Institutional Population Furloughed in 1986 

Average I of 
Average Inmates Percent of 

1 nsti ttltion/Se<:uri t)' 
Monthly Furlou&hed PopWa tiQ:1 

Population Per Month FurJooghed 

M uim lim and Medium 

Cedar Junction 679 2 ( 0.3) 
Concord 687 1 ( O.!) 
Framingham 242 I ( 0.4) 
Norfolk 1129 3 ( 0.3) 
SECC j2J 4 ( 0.8) 
NCCl 627 J ( 0.') 

Sub-Total S«ure ).887 14 ( O.~) 

Minimum 

NCC 193 43 (24.9) 
Say State C.C. 139 47 (33.8) 
Medfield 34 11 (32.4) 

Sub-Tom! Minimum 366 1~ (29.o) 

Minimwn/'P1'e-ReJ0iUQ 

Plymouth 115 20 (17.4) 
Warwick 82 16 (19.') 
Shirley 336 68 (20.2) 
Lancaster 1.56 43 (27.6) 
Longwood 120 20 (16.7) 
Hodder HoUSQ 33 5 (15.2) 

Sub-Tom! M1n.IP'a 342 172 (20.l) 

Pre-Rel~ 

8oston State 91 46 (50.5) 
MHHI . 108 61 (56.') 
No .. folk Pre-Relearo '2 18 (34.6) 
Drug Rehnbillt».tiOta 4 a ( 0.0) 
South Middlesox 107 33 (30.8) 
Park Drive .59 20 (33.9) 

Hillside PRe 40 22 (.".0) 
Charlotte Houso 13 8 (61.') 

Sub-Totni Pre-Rel~ .7. 2Of! (43.9) 

Total Daily Averago '569 m ( 9.0) 

9 



the average monthly population was furloughed per month. The major! ty of the 

j:ll'Jpulatlon (70 percent) was housed In maximum and medium security institutions 

during an average month in 1986, and less than one half of one percent (0.4 

percent) of the averag&' monthly maXimum/medium security population received a 

furlough that year. Twenty-nine percent of the minimum security population, 20.4 

percent of the minimum/pre-release population, and 43.9 percent of the pre­

release population received furloughs during a typical month in 1986. Table III 

presents the information on the number of individuals furloughed in proportion to 

the average population tor! 986. 

10 



Furloogh Statistics Since the Inception of the Program 

The furlough program lor residents of ,\1~sachusetts corr~ctjonal facilities 

has been opera tlng sinct! November 6, 1972. Between that date and December J I, 

1986, a total of 115,274 furloughs have been granted. On 645 occasions, individuals 

faded to return to their respecti Ie correctional taclH ty wi thin two hours of their 

appointed time of return. Thus, since the inception of the program there has been 

an overall esc:! pe ra te 0 t 0.6 percent. 

Table IV presents a summary of furlough statistics for the years 1972 to 19li6. 

Included in the table is information on the number of furloughs, the number of 

individua13 furloughed, the number of escapes and corresponding escape rates. As 

Table IV shows, the escape rate by furlough has grndU4Jly dedlned from 1.9 escapes 

per 100 furloughs in 1973 to 0.1 escape per 100 furloughs in 1986. SimHuly, the 

escape rate by individual has also decreased during thi:s period from a high of 7.6 :n 

1974 to 0.7 in 1986. 

While the number of individu.n15 furloughed each year generally dec1in~ since 

the inception of the program, during 1981 and 1932 the numbers fluctuated and in 

1983 the trend shifted al'ld the numb« of furloughed offenders started to increase. 

Overall, however, the numbers of individuals furlooghed decreased 12 percent 

between 1973 and 1986 from 1,868 offenders to 1,64' offenders. The years with 

the fewe$t furloughed offenders were 1980 and 1982. The escape rate by individual 

furloughed followed a similar pattern of steady declino over the same period 

except for a sUght increuo In 1979 and 1981. 

Along with '.helle trends, the percentage of offenders released to the street 

who had participated in tho furlough program prior to their releuo was also 

decreasing. fable V presents the data for the percentaGe of released offenders 

who pMtlcipated in the furlough program prior to their release. From 1973 to 

11 



TabLe IV 

Summary FurlollW Statistics tOf' tM Years 1972 to 1986 

Number Escape 
Numbef' of • In<1j v i dua.l.s of Rate by Escape Rate 

Year FurJOligta Fur JOlIghed Escape:!! lndividua.l by Furlough 

19723 1182 793 8 1.0 0.7 

1973 7195 1868 134 7.2 1.9 

1974 8322 1668 127 7.6 J.j 

197} 8680 14&2 88 5.9 1.0 

1976 . ../ 7985 1305 40 3.1 0.5 

1977 " 8199 13" 42 3.1 0.' 

1978 v 9062 1248 38 3.0 0.4 

1979 8040 1232 38 3.1 0.' 

1980 8654 1193 2~ 2.0 0.3 

1981 8196 1248 34 2.7 0.1# 

1982 6307 1198 12 1.0 0.2 

198) '- 6710 129' 21 1.6 0.3 

1981#"- 83'4 1'46 10 0.6 0.1 

1985' 9492 1621 18 1.1 0.2 

1986 8896 164' 11 0.7 0.1 

TOTAL lU,21¢ 10,4154 64S 6.1 0.6 

.:27,5/6 

12 
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Table Y 

ReJ~ b:! Sex and FurlCO:§!! PartidE:!tion 
1973 - 1936 . 

Yeu Total ~ Furloupd Men Released Women Relused 
Released Relu.ses PriOf' to Rejeue No. ')I Fwlou&hed No. 'Jr. Furloushed 

1973 966 (69) .. 
1974 91! (74) 

197' 926 (.59) 83' 91 

1976 1029 01) 904 12' 

1977 1193 (50) 1032 161 

1978 l133 (49) 1002 131 

1979 1124 (42) 9" 169 

1980 IOU (40) 799 (47) 216 ( 12) 

1981 ' 1118 (41) 849 01) 269 (8) 

1982 1440 (30) 962 (113) 47& (4) 

1983 1976 (32) 140' (42) 571 (.5) 

1984 212' (30) 1463 (42) 6'7 (6) 

198' 2331 (28) 1616 (.38) 71' (5) 

1986 3029 (27) 22/tJ (34) 786 (6) 

~ 03. ta are not available by sex for these years. 

13 
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1986 the number of releases more than trlpled. However, during this time the 

percentage of individuals released who had participated in the furlough program 

.jec~eased trom 69 percent to 27 percent. The annual furlough statistics indicate 

two parallel trends: (I) a decreasing ra te of furlough escape; and (:2) each year, a 

decreasing proportion of the released population puticipAting in the furlough 

program prior to release. 

The low percentage of the population furloughed before release in 1986 can 

be attributed, in part, to the increasing proportion of women in the released 

popUlation over the past few years.6 In 197j ten percent of the released population 

were women; their percentage has gradUOllly increased until women represented & 

high of JJ percent of the relea.sed population in 1982 and 26 perc~nt in 1936 (Table 

V). Historically, a disproportionate number of 'Nomen haye been releued without 

the benefit of furloughs because of their short sentence" this is especially true 01 

women released from Framingham ;uter servin! county sentences. In 1986, six 

percent of the released women received Iurloushs prior to release in contrast to J4 

p.;rcent of the released men. Thus, these two factors-the increaslns proportion of 

women In the released population and the disproportionate number of them that are 

released without furlough expetience--help tt) account for the low overall furlough 

ra te (27 percent) among 1986 releues. 

Table VI compares furloush statistics by furloush institution and securLy 

level tor 19" and 1986. One finds that, furloughs decreu.d overall from 198' to 

1986. ThU d«Cr~.ue occurred for furloughs taken from minimum, minimum/pre­

relea.se and PJe-reluM facHicles. However, there ViU an increase in furloughs 

Crom maximum and medium security institutions. FurJoup statistics for earlier 

years are presented in Appendix I for the years 1973 to 1976, 1977 to 1910, .lnd 

1981 to' 19a~, and 198j, respectively. In these eulier yeus, for purposes of 

consistency, in.stitutlol'ls with mixed security classifications were reported as either 

14 



Table VI 

Furloo&h:! and Esca~ Rates b~ Furlough 
In.stitlJtloo, 19&' and 19&6 . 

FlA"lou!h 19" 19&6 
I n.s ti tut.i 00 Furloughs E~cape Rate Furloughs Escape Rate 

Maximum &: MedllNn 
Cedar Junction 19 0.0 24 'J.O 
Concord 1) 0.0 20 0.0 
Framingham 52 0.0 1.5 0.0 
."4orfolk 40 0.0 116 0.0 
SECC 39 0.0 50 0.0 
:--Iccr lJ 0.0 40 0.0 

Subtotal 176 0.0 19' 0.0 

MinimlaTl 
Medfield 170 0.0 182 0.' 
Bay State Ion 0.2 81' 0.1 
NCC 599 0.3 723 0.3 

Subtotal In, 0.2 1722 0.2 

MinifTM.m~Releue 
Plymouth 390 0.' 339 0.0 
Warwick J'O 0.6 249 0.0 
Shirley 1334 0.2 1009 0.' 
Lancaster 711 0.0 613 0.0 
Longwood 39 0.0 2'9 0.0 
Hodder Hotae • 71 0.0 

Subtotal 2I2t 0.2 V" 0.2 

Pre-Ref __ 
Boston State 889 0.1 897 0.0 
Brooke HolJS4I 327 0.3 3" 0.0 
Coolidge I .530 0.0 '60 0.4 
THP 286 0.3 486 0.0 
Norfolk PR 4" 0.0 297 0.0 
McGrath HIOUM 200 0.0 loa 0.0 
Coolld,. U la, 0.0 124 0.0 
Drug Rehab . 1 0.0 a 0.0 
South MIddlesex ,n 0.2 473 0.0 
Park Dri.,. 374 0.' 34' 0.0 
Hillside PRC 684 0.1 619 0.0 
Charlotte House 140 0.0 166 0.0 

Subtotal ~ 0.2 "Jot 0.0 

Gnnd Total 9.,2 0.2 "" 0.1 

·Hodder House did not open until December 193', therefore it Is not included in 
the 198' figures. 
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mInImum or pre-release depending on their original security classification. H !nce, 

\iCI-Warwick and .\lC/.Plymouth were reported as minimum, and .lylC/-Shirley and 

1,1 CI-Lancas ter were reported as pre-release facili ties. Furlough sta tis ties for 198.5 

are reported in Table VI and in Appendix / according to both security breakdowns. 

In terms of examIning furlough trends, minimum, mixed minimum and pre-release 

facilities can all be considered "lower securitY" institutions. 

The number of lurloughs granted to inmates in maximum and medium 

security institutions has steadily declined over the yurs through 1983, with an 

increase from 1983 to 1986. Meanwhile, the number of furloughs granted to 

residtMU of lower security institutions has increased during the ",me period with 

the exception of 1981, 1982 and 1986. The numl>er of furloughs taken by residents 

in minimum and pre-releue security institutions hu fluctuated over the last U. 

years as a result of the open!ns and des!ns of institUtiON. In general, the number 

of furloughs granted to residents at all levels of security dropped noticeably in 

1982 and 1983 and then increased again in subsequent years, aJ thou&" 1986 hu SHn 

a decrease in !ur.oughs. The corresponding escape figures indicate that the escape 

ra te also has decreased since the inception of the furlou&h prosram, and this is 

especially app.trent In maximum and medium security institutions. This trend 

reflects a decline in unescorted fur/oushs from secure institutions after 1980. A 

constantly low overall escape rate ha.s prevaiJed In pre-releue centers from 197' 

through 1986. 

Table VII compues the proportion at the average monthly population 

receivins furfoup for the years 1974 throush 19&6. The proportion of the 

population furlou&hed each year is figured for the totaL average monthly population 

and the security level of the institutions from which the furloulh occt.l'redl 

As Table VII indicates, the percentage of the population 1n maximum and 

medium security institutions which received furloughs in a typical month decreased 

16 



Table VU 

Percentale of Average Moothl:z: P02!:!:!atioo Furlool/1<ed b:t Sectrit:t Level 

197, - 1936 

MaximllU'l 
Or Me<ilum Minimum Tot~ 

Year 5«t.rity 5«t.rity Pre-Release POpW~tion 

1974 (D.2) 0'.2) (79.9) (21.9) 

19;' (13.8) (.59.6) (711.6) (20.8) 

1976 ( 7.6) (44.9) (.5'.9) (14.7) 

1977 ( 6.2) (60.2) (.~4.') (l ' • .5) 

197<3 ( 4 • .5) '.54.2) (64.6) 06.3) 

1979 ( 4.0) (47.1) '''.6) (1.5.,) 

1930 ( 2.0) (43.7) (66.2) (14.1) 

1931 ( 1.3) (37.2) ,,,.,) (12.6) 

1982 ( 0.') (24.0) (37.9) (3..1) 

1933 ( 0.3) (24.') (3'.&) ( 3.9) 

1934 ( 0.') (23.7) (39..1) (10.1) 

198' ( 0.3) (26.7) (43.2) (10.') 

1936 ( 0 •• ) (23.3) (33.0) ( 9.0) 

from 1.5.2 percent in 197. to 0.4 percent in 19U. The 1916 percen~le of the 

minimum security population furloughed monthly dropped significt.ntly from ".2 
percent in 197. to 23.3 f*'cent in 1936, and the proportion furlou&hed from pre­

release facll1t1a dropped from 79.9 percent in 197. to ,n.o percent In 1916. While 
~ 

the 1986 figure of 9 percent of the tOUl institutional population represents a large 

decreue from the 1974 percenUl&e of 21.9, it also reflects a sU&ht increase over 

the rates in 1932.tnd 1913. 

17 



The tables that !ollow il'l Appendix II contain furlough frequencies and escape 

ra tes by ch.uacteris tics 01 the po pula tion furloughed during 1916. Offense 

variables, personal background character is tics, criminal history and furlough 

experience were originilly examined to determine whether ch.aracteristlcs of the 

individu.aj' could be identHied t~t were Indlc.atlve of esc.ape risk. However, the 

small number of actu.al furlough esc.apes in 19&6 (11 escapes out of 8,196 furloughs) 0 

rendered significance tests of difference In escape ra tes meMlin&.less. Nonetheless, 

the tables in Appendix 11 are iniorm.ative in terms of the char.acteristics of inmates 

furloughed and the distribution of escape rates. It is important for the reader to 

note that the ligures in these tables refer to the number of furloushs, not the 

number of indIviduals furloughed, hence, the chuacteristia of indlvidu.als 

re<:eiving more tnAn one furloush durin, the year weiab mo~ heavily in the' 

statistics th&ll the attributes of inmates fealving a sln&1. furlou&f'\ in 19&6. While 

these tables are intended to be descriptive, the reader is cautioned that conclusions 

about indlvidu.ab furloughed may be misluding. 

18 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. The Department of CorrectIon furlough statistics define an "escape from 
('JrlougM" in accordance with Department Order 467.1 entitled, "Furloughs _ 
Rules and .Regulations." According to Section 10.4 (c): "Fallure of the 
resident to return to the correctional. facility aiter the two hour period set 
forth in Sectior. 10.4 (b) shall be considered an escapoe regardless of prior 
notification to tMe facU1ty by tMe resident th .. t he .. ould be late. The 
superintendent or his designee shaJJ notify, forthwith, appropriate law 
enforcement officials of the escape~" ... 

2. Several tables in this report present furlough statistics by the security level 
of the institution from which the turloush occl.I'red. Six ot the lower security 
Institutions -- Plymouth, Warwick, Shirley, Lancaster, l.onswood and Hodder 
House -- are mixed security. That is, they accept inmates in pre-release as 
well as minimum security status. WIthin these institutions offenders may 
mO\le from minimum security c1il.uification to pre-release before dbcharae 
c( release. The first four facHi ties offiCially star~d reportinl the minimum 
security and pre-reluse popul"tions Hp.trately in September 1911. The 
Longwood Treatment Center started reportins ltl popuJatI9I'I in March 1'., .. 
Hodder House opened in December 19" itS a mixe, p"~""!release/minimum 
facility. 

3. The fIgures for 1972 represent totals for only two months of 1972. 
Therefore, the number of turlou&hs And individuals furloupd is much lower 
than subsequent years. 

4. The figure for the total number of indlviduals furlou&hed since the inception 
of the pC'ogram is not the sum of the individuals furlou&hed each year. Since 
the same in<fividual may be furloushed in more thatl one year, addlns the 
yearly totals tor individuals particip.ttinl in the prolram results in multiple 
countlns of puticipanu • 

.5. The figures in tlUs table for the years 1913 throuah 19.' were ulcen from 
annual research reports, A Statistical Description of Releues from the 
.\ias5Olchu.setts De eartment of Correction, Musachusetts Department of 
Correction, Publication Numbers 19, 109, 117, 137, 163, 177, 2Ot, 23_, 242, 
239,273,2&1 and m. 

6. The uble which foUows illustrates over the put flve years the association 
betw"" the two release trendss (1) the inausins proportion of women in 
the rele&Md population and (2) the decreuins rate 01 furloup ",atlted prior 
to reht.... Wh .... u the pC'opordon of men furloupd prior to reluse 
gradu&J1y declined between 1910 and 1 "', the proportion of women 
furloushed prior to release ranaed from 12 percent in 1910 to six pere»nt in 
L 986. Al thoush the increulna presence of women in the released population 
does not entirely account for the decline in furioush ratH, it appears to be a 
contributins factQr. 
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YEAR 
RELEASED N 

1980 799 

1981 849 

1932 962 

1933 140' 

1934 1463 

193' 1616 

1936 2243 

Releases il/'Id Percent Furlouahed by 
Yeu Released Olnd Sex of ReJeASed Offender 

MEN YOMEN 

~ of ~ ~ of 
Rele.ues Fl.Wloupd N ReJeues 

(79) (47) 216 (21) 

(76) (1) 269 (24) 

(67) (4.3) 478 (.33 ) 

(71) (42) '71 (29) 

(69) ( 42) 6'7 (.31) 

(69) (.33) 71' (31) 

(74) (34) 736 (26) 

~ 
Fl.Wlouahed 

(J 2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(,) 

(6) 

0) 

( 6)" 

7. To be consistent with earlier reporu of avera,_ monthly po~JJ&tion 
furloughed, MCI.'iVarwick, MCI.Plymouth and the Lonpood Treatment 
Center were classified as minimum security, il/'Id MCI-Shirl.y and MCI· 
Lanca.ster were classified as p .... rel.ase. Retainln. the former clusiflation 
reduces the proportion furloushed from pr .. reJ .... by about II petcent and 
reduces the proportion lurlousf'\ed from minimum by about 6 percent. 
Compare the 1936 !laures In Tabl. VII with Tabl. In. Hodder House is 
cJa.ssified as minimum security. This lacitity opened in December, 19.,. 
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Com~.lliyc Fur-lao"" Statistics by lnatllutloo 'Of' Yu.n 1'7l-1'16 

1'73 1'7' I']} 1'7. 
I!sc.&pe EKape E$C&pe E~pc 

Furkx.l,hs Race Pw~ aale Fwkx.l&hs R~le FUflourJu ROlle 

Muil1l1.n &: Wedil.nl 
Walpole 101 3.1 310 2.3 3)& I.l J:IlI I.~ 
ConcOt"d 12" 3.' 923 '.2 112 1.3 .30 0.1 
Frilmin~m "2 .. , 7U 0.' 10' 1.0 6U o.~ 
Norfolk 1111 2.2 1'66 2.2 1200 1.2 1", 0.1 
SECC 2U '.l 213 1., I" 3.1 1(,5 0.6 
ROC • 0.0 2 0.0 
TOTAL »1. 2.' )721 2.' l]}} 1.1 2)16 0.' 
WinlaUill 
PlymOuth .,1 1.1 U6 1.0 lOa 1.(, 311) 0.11 
Wiltwick 121 1.2 2~ 2.' H 1.1 0 0.0 
Woncoc n2 0.' J06 2.1 27t 1.1 2H l.t" 
Medfield I)] 0.0 
TOTAL 11" 1.0 J.JI I.' 12'f 1.1 11' I.' 
Pre-lleleue 
Be. &on Suee Inl 0.' 2~1 0.1 1I0t 0.] 121,1 0.1 
Shirley 7~ D •• '" 2.' 715 1.1 HII 0.9 
CharlJOUe 'I 0.0 " 2.1 13 0.0 126 O.iI 
Roxbury Wulli-Service 110 0.0 t" 0.0 10 0.0 
Brooke HouM t22 0.2 '09 0.0 HI 0.0 
CooIi.1 '71 0.0 '11 0.0 331 0.0 
THP I 0.0 150 0.0 
Norfolk Pre-Rcleue 9' 0.0 In 0.0 
'71 Howe " 0.0 &19 0.0 
CooUcfleli III 0.0 116 0.7 
BOSP/METAC to 0.0 203 0.) 
Drua Rehilb -- .. 0.0 
South Middlesex H 2.3 
L&nCilller '0' 0.2 

TOTAL 21O) 0.7 ~ 0.' U,. 0.1 U-" 0.2 

GIlAHD TOTAL 71" 1.' 1122 I.' UIO 1.0 79" D.l 
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Cocnp.ar<atiwe FudouJ,h Stlalntia by Instilution foe Ye~n 4'J71- l'Jl0 

I'll .". I'" 1"0 
Eacape I!sape ElCdlpe ElQlpe 

F uf'loup IItAle furloughs 8atc PI.II'Jou£h.s R .. te Furlou~ It.Ue: 

Abx..imum l:. Uedium 
.' Walpole 166 0.0 70 0.0 }I 0.0 ~Ij 0.0 

Coo.cord :U2 1." In 2.2 20 0.0 IIj 0.0 
Fr.unina;ham 77' 1.0 7 lUI 0.] 676 0.' )06 1.1 
Nodolk 360 0.2 231 0.0 223 0.' 210 0.1t 
SECC 2]] 1.1 210 I .• 232 O.'J 168 0.0 
NCCI }O 0.0 0 0.0 
TOTAL 24U G.' ... 0 0.' 12'2 0.1 7&2 0.1 
Uinimum --
Plymouth .13 0.2 l,a 0.0 .00 0.2 539 O.I! 
Warwick 232 1.6 2n 2.6 219 2.1 261 0.1t 
Mooroe 22J 2.7 '2 1.1 
Medfield 26' 0.0 2" 0.0 232 I.] 287 0.0 
Bay Stale 1&1 1.2 51U 0.1 712 0.1 JIll 0.1 
NCC .11 0.1 6., 0.6 69j 0.1 
TOTAL 1]20 J.O 2.JOO 0.1 2m 0.' 2nD O.l 
Pre-Releue 
&uooStale 1071 0.2 1'02 0.1 J27'J 0.1 1211 0.0 
Shirley 29' 1.0 :U2 0.' .21 0.7 n. 0.' 
Charlolte 101 0.0 '7 0.0 JOI 0.0 no 0.8 
Brooke Hou~ 272 0.0 tI, 0.0 2101 0.0 )/6 0.] 
Coolid,e I 20 G.a 230 0.0 232 0.' 311 0.3 
THP In 0.0 n 0.0 I'] 1.0 UI 0.0 
Norfolk Pfe-~eleilSe ]{)' 0.3 ltl 0.0 2" 0.0 3"6 0.0 
'77 House 71& 0.2 'l! 0.0 217 0.7 2j1 0.0 
Coolid&e II I •• 0.0 IJ9 0.0 '1 0.0 2'1 1.3 
BOSP/METAC 220 0.0 I" 0.0 
Drug Re~b " 0.0 II 0.0 I 0.0 27 0.0 
Soulh Middlesex 37' 0.1 317 0.' ]('1 0.0 6"[7 0.3 
lancasler 'Il 0 •• U, 0.7 290 0.7 It07 0.0 
Park Driwe 221 0.0 .60 0.0 'II 0.0 619 0.0 
Western Ave/Hillside I" 0.2 II 0.0 jJ ,., 
TOTAL tnl 0.2 :ma 0.2 •• It 0 .• '362 0.1 

GRAND TOTAL "" 0.' ~2 0.' 1040 0.' un 0.1 
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COO12!:!:.\IjVt FUI'IouIl! Suli.tia hI Inslltuti_ f<W" Veul 1911 - I'" 
1"1 1"2 .,U .,,, un 

Eaape eK4fIC i!.apo: eroaopo: EIGapc-
Fur~ II""" F ..... ~ IlAte I'w~ 11.&4: F .. ~ Ib'e F .. t""tJu il.Alc 

M.uimum A "«<Ii.-
'1'hlpol,," 21 0.0 14 0.0 .. 0.0 21 0.0 19 0.0 
Concord 20 0.0 28 0.0 1& 0.0 U 0.0 Il 0.0 
Fr ... ntn&~10 'In 1.' 11 0.0 12 0.0 .. 0.0 H 0.0 
Nor!..I" .,. r,.O U 0.0 U 0.0 U 0.0 .0 0.0 
!ieeC U' 0.0 " 0.0 n 0.0 " 0.0 )9 0.0 
NCel J 0.0 I 0.0 I' 0.0 l' 0.0 Il 0.0 
TOTAL 'iI) 11.6 2n 0.0 .,1 0.0 220 0.0 '" 0.0 
AoIinlm .... 
Plymoulh '11 0.' 'OJ 0.' nl 0.0 Hi; O.l )90 0.) 
"'~rwick .,2 0.0 210 0.0 2n 0.0 2)0 0.' 110 O.l. 
Mtdlll~ld ~ D.) 2U 0.0 212 0.0 IU 0.0 110 0.0 
e .. y SI .. le "' 0.] 612 0.0 '2) 0.1 Ill£> 0.0 1071 0.2 
NCC '" 0.0 lU 0.1 'OJ 1.2 U, 0.0 }99 0.) 
LoogwOO<l l' 0.0 
,oTAL lin 0.) JI" 0.31 21" 0.' 2111 0.1 2U) 0.1 
Prt-Relc,ue 
6ouooS'''le 10" 0.1 '21 0.0 021 0.0 '" 0.0 au 0,1 
Sluclty 100 0.' ,n 0.' ". 0.0 Ion 0.0 1)1' 0.2 
C~rloue 

., 0.0 n 0.0 221 0.0 HO 0.0 
Bcooke UOU~ '" 0.' In 1.0 211' 0.0 l}.6 0.0 127 O.l 
Coohdse I UO 0.0 '11 0.' ". 0.2 ,., 0 •• HO 0.0 
IHI' l" 0.1 21' 0.0 291 1.7 n1 O. ) 21' O.l 
Norllik Pre-Release 22' 0.0 110 0.0 211 0.0 n7 0.0 U) 0.0 
'17 llcus.e

ll ))1 0.' 2'1 0.0 .n 0.0 21' 0.0 200 0.0 
CoolieS,,, II )00 0.1 232 0.0 III 1.1 I~ D.) IU 0.0 
Dru, Ren..b I 0.0 U 0.0 2 0.0 , 0.0 I 0.0 
Sclulh "'iddJeSCI\ lU 0.' 29' 0.0 l~ 0.) Ul 0.7 )n 0.2 
L.nciu~r 

,., 0.1 na 0.0 '" 0.1 &U 0.0 711 0.0 
Park 01".,,1: ))1 0.0 :"1 0.0 3£1 0.1 )t) 0.) }140 0.) 
Ihllwde "1 2.' la 0.0 2U 0.' tOl 0.0 ,u 0.1 

TOTAL ,n'O ••• till 0.2 nil 0.) "" 0.1 U" 0.1 

GRAND TOTAL "" 0 •• ')01 0.2 Ula 0.) U,. 0.1 ~"2 0.2 

• ..... Ipolc ia !\ow ailed -Ce4M Junction- and '11 Hoose b now uUed -"'cGr.,h Housc-• 

2/; 

, 



APPENDiX II 

Furfou&h Etc::ape Rata by Pt.rlOUCh VariabI.., Off ... CbIIrac:twistla, 
PenonaJ &dc,,0tmd, and Crim..InaJ H.ls1ary, 1'" 
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FurJou&h 
VariabJe:s Number Percent E!SQpe Rate 

r)::~ of FurJouJth 

Earned 8643 (97) 0.1 
Escorted 63 ( 1) 0.0 
Emergency 190 ( 2) 0.0 

rOTAL ,u" (l00) 0.1 

M on til FurJouJil,hed 

January 73.5 ( 8) 0.0 
February 601 (7) 0.3 
'r1arch 70.5 ( 8) 0.1 
April 70a ( 8) 0.1 
May 91.3 ( 10) 0.1 
June 699 ( 8) 0.1 

July 776 ( 9) 0.1 

August 800 ( 9) 0.1 

Sept~mber 673 ( S) O.IJ 

October .566 ( 6) 0.0 
November 8.51 ( 10) 0.0 

December 864 ( 10) 0.0 

rOTAl. sa" (100) 0.1 

Hours Furfoullhed 

6 or Less 4" ( 6) 0.0 

7 to 12 201' ( 23) 0.0 

13 to 18 63' ( 7) 0.0 

19 to 2~ 2092 ( 24) 0.0 

2.5 to 30 .590 ( 7) 0.2 

31 to 36 1104 ( 12) 0.0 

37 to 42 204 ( 2) 0.0 

43 to 43 1331 ( 1') 0.0 

More Than 48 432 ( j) 0.2 

Escape or Arrest 8 ( 0) 100.0 

TOTAL U~ (l00) 0.1 

26 



Pre~t Offense 
Variables Number Percent Escape R .. te 

. 
Commitment Institution 

Walpole 6489 (73) 0.1 
Concord 1774 ( 20) 0.1 
Framingham J!4 ( 4) 0.0 
Longwood 249 ( 3) 0.0 

TOTAL u" (l00) 0.1 

Jail Credits 

None 2700 (.'30) 0.1 
1 to 10 days 801 ( 9) 0.2 
J 1 to "0 days 991 ( 11) 0.2 
Jl to 100 dalys 849 ( 10) 0.1 
101 to 1'0 days 763 ( 9) 0.0 
U 1 to 200 d.1Ys 842 ( 10) 0.0 

Over 200 days 19'0 ( 22) 0.2 

TOTAL un (l00) O.! 

Present Offense - een.nl C;&tqoria 

Person '2'3 (j9) 0.2 

Sex 123' ( a) 0.1 

Property 1110 ( 12) 0.0 

Drug 901 ( 10) 0.1 

Other 396 ( 4) 0.3 

TOTAL "" (100) 0.1 
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Present Offense 
Varl&bles Number Percent EscApe Rate 

Pr~t Off.,.. - Person 

:-Jot Applicable . 3643 ( 41) 0.1 . 
. \1urder - I 610 (7) 0.3 
Murder: 2 1209 ( 14) 0.1 
M ansJau gn ter 621 ( 7) 0.2 
Assault w/lntent to .\1urder 174 ( 2) 0.0 
Armed Robbery 164' ( 18) 0,1 

Unarmed Robbery 276 ( 3) 0.11 
Armed Assault 53' ( 6) 0.2 
Unarmed Assault 39 ( 0) 0.0 
Put in Fear 6 ( 0) 0.0 
Mayhem 4 ( 0) 0.0 
Extortion 33 ( 0) 0.0 
Kidnapping 63 ( 1) 0.0 
Conspiracy 21 ( 0) 0.0 
Vehicular Homicide 17 ( 0) 0.0 

TOTAL &aM (lao) 0.1 

Present otfen. - Sex 

Not Applicable 7667 ( 36) 0.1 

Rape 710 ( 3) 0.1 

A ssaul t/Rape 124 ( 1) 0.0 

Rape of M1ncr 3U ( 4) 0.0 

Assault/Rape of Minor 76 ( 1) C.O 
Sexual Misconduct ( 0) 0.0 

TOTAl. sa" (l00) 0.1 
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Pre54!nt Offense 
Vat i&.ble:s Number Percent Escape Rate 

Present ~ffen.se - Prol?!!!l 

~Ot Applicable 7786 ( 88) 0.1 
",rson 76 ( 1) 0.0 
Burglary - Armed 7.1 (1) 0.0 
Burglary '68 ( 6) 0.0 
Possession of Tools 6 ( 0) 0.0 
Larceny from Person 7 ( 0) 0.0 
Larceny 20' ( 2) 0.0 
Vehicle Thelt 46 ( 0) 0.0 
Forgery and Uttering 78 (0 0.0 
Stolen Goods 19 ( 0) 0.0 
Property Injuries l' ( 0) 0.0 
Fraud 6 ( 0) 0.0 
S tealin8lTheft 11 ( 0) 0.0 

TOTAl- 3.1" (loo) 0.1 

Present Offense - Crus 

~ot Applicable 799' ( 90) 0.1 
Sale of Heroin 10 ( 0) 0.0 
Sale of Narcotic 2 ( 0) 0.0 

Controlled SubsUlnce 160 ( 2) 0.0 

Class - A 299 ( .1) 0.3 

Class - B 397 ( 4) 0.0 

Class - C I1.I'Id 0 32 ( 0) 0.0 

Pos.1ession of ~yrln3. 1 ( 0) 0.0 

TOTAL u" (l00) 0.1 
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Present Oi!en.se 
Vari~le:s Number Pef'cent E3ao:>e Rate 

Present Offense - Other 

;~ot Applicable 3500 ( 96) a.! 
Escape 4 ( 0) 0.0 
Weapon,Otfen5e 103 ( t) 0.0 
Prostitutton , ( 0) 0.0 
Operating Under the Influence 2'7 ( .3) 0.11 
Vehicle Ot!en,e 12 ( 0) 0.0 
Other III ( 0) 0.0 

TOTAL U96 (tOO) 0.1 

MWmWl Sentena 

1 Year 9 ( 0) 0.0 
2 Years 90 ( 1) 0.0 
3 Years "7 ( 6) O.~ 

4 Years 479 ( .5) 0.0 
.5 Years 6114 (7) 0.3 

6 Years .537 (7) 0.0 
7 Yean 339 ( II) 0.0 
8 Years 382 ( II) 0.3 

9 Years 337 ( 4) 0.0 

10 Years 336 ( 4) 0.0 

11 to 12 Years 32& ( 4) 0.0 

13 to 1.5 Years 293 ( .3) 0.0 

16 to 19 Yean 216 ( 2) 0.' 
20 Years 94 ( 1) 0.0 

21 or Mort) Yeau 117 ( 1) 0.0 

Life 1891 (21) 0.2 

Indeterminate 2149 (24) 0.1 

TOTAl. "" (l00) 0.1 
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Pre~nt Offense 
Variable:s Number Percent Escape Rate 

Maximum Sentence 

Less Than 1 Year 151 ( 2) 0.0 

1 Year 105 ( 1) 0.0 
2 Year3 198 ( 2) 0.5 
J Years 21 ( 0) 0.0 
4 Years 44 ( 0) 0.0 
oS Years 933 ( LO) 0.2 
6 Year, 191 ( 2) 0.0 
7 Years 479 ( 5) 0.2 
3 Years 81 ( 1) 0.0 
9 Years 133 ( 2) 0.3 
10 Years 1853 (21) 0.1 
11 to 12 Years 527 ( 6) 0.0 
IJ to 15 Years 579 ( 6) 0.2 
16 to 19 Years 194 ( 2) 0.0 
20 Years 1103 ( 12) 0.0 

21 or More Years 391 ( 4) 0.3 

Life L903 (21) 0.2 

TOTAJ.. "" (100) 0.1 

A&! at Incarceration 

SixtHn 28 ( 0) 0.0 

Seventeen 31 ( 0) 0.0 

Eighteen 188 ( 2) 0.0 

Nineteen 40' ( ') 0.' 
Twenty 502 ( 6) 0.2 

Twenty-One 514 ( 6) 0.2 

Twenty-Two 514 ( 6) 0.0 

Twenty-Three 643 (7) 0.) 

Twenty-Four- 577 ( 6) 0.0 

Twenty-Five 50a ( 6) 0.0 

26 to 29 1639 ( 18) 0.1 

)0 to 39 2339 ( 26) 0.0 

40 or Older 1003 ( 11) 0.2 

TOTAL &196 (100) 0.1 
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Person.a.l BadcgrOU'ld 
VariAbLes NUmber Percent E3cape Rate 
Race/E tht;t.idtl 

White 5702 ( 64) O. I . 
Slack 2432 ( 27) 0.2 Hispanic • 744 ( 8) 0.3 Other 

18 ( 0) 0.0 

TOTAL u" (100) 0.1 

MariW Status 

Married 2429 ( 27) 0.2 Single 4762 u.) 0.1 
Divorced 92_ ( 10) 0.2 
Widowed 121 ( 1) 0.0 
Common Law 13 ( 0) 0.0 
Sepullted 647 (7) 0.0 

TOTAL u" (100) 0.1 

Mill tary Oi.sc:h&re 

No Service 6"0 (7~) 0.1 
Honorable 1179 ( 13) 0.1 
Dishonorable 32 ( 0) 0.0 
Bad Conduct 212 ( 2) 0.' 
Medical 33 ( 0) 0.0 
Discharge Unlalown . 431 ( ,) 0.' 
Unknown 4'9 ( ,) 0.0 

TOTAL '.'2 (100) 0.2 

n 



Per·..ona! ~dcP'O' ~ 
VariAbles Number Perant Escape Rolte 

Priof' AddI'eu - Selected Towns 

Boston 28.54 ( 32) 0.1 
Brockton 1.50 ( 2) 0.0 
Cambrldg,e 131 ( 2) 0.0 
Fall River 162 ( 2) 0.6 
Framingholm 77 ( !) 0.0 
Holyoke 87 (1) 0.0 
Lawrence 1&4 ( 2) 0 • .5 
Lowell 2'7 ( 3) 0.4 
Lynn 243 ( 3) 0.0 
New Bedford 1.56 ( 2) 0.0 
Quincy 96 (1) 0.0 
Somerville 202 ( 2) 0.0 
SpringfIeld ", { 6} 0.0 
Worcester 373 ( 4) 0.0 
Othel' Mus. Towns 2861 (32) 0.1 
Out of Sute 446 ( ,) 0.0 

TOTAL II" (100) 0.1 

PriOC' Address - Coun!)! 

Worce3ter 732 ( 9) 0.3 
Franklin U ( 0) 0.0 
'Aiddlesex 14" ( 16) O.L 
Suffolk 3124 ( 3') 0.1 
Nodoll< 47' ( ,) 0.0 
Bristol 490 

( " 0.2 
Plymouth 338 ( 4) 0.0 
Essex 778 ( 9) 0.3 
Hampshire '0 ( 1) 0.0 
Hampden 74a ( 8) 0.0 
Berkshire 114 ( 1) 0.0 
Barns table 7.3 ( 1) 0.0 
Nantucket I ( 0) 0.0 
Out of State 446 ( ,) 0.0 

TOTAL "" (100) 0.1 
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Per~ a.dcgrOll'\d 

Variables Nurn~r Percent E.sape Rate 

. 
Prior Address - SMSA 

Boston 508' (57) 0.1 
Brockton 212 ( 2) 0.0 

FaU River 171J ( 2) 0.6 
Fitchburg-l.eominster 8' ( 1) 0.0 

Lawrence-Haverhill 269 ( J) 0.4 

Lowell J2S ( 4) 0.3 
New Bedford 201 ( 2) 0.0 
Pi ttlfield '6 ( 1) 0.0 

Providence-Pawtucket-Warwick 37 ( 0) 0.0 
S pringfleJd 763 ( 9) 0.0 
Worcester 491 ( 6) 0.2 
Other Mus. Places 749 ( &) 0.1 
Out of State 446 ( ,) 0.0 

TOTAL "" ClOO) 0.1 

TIme at Most Ski.JJed Position 

l.ess Than One Month 39" ( 4) 0.0 

1-2 Months 431 ( ') 0.0 

3-1f Months 966 ( 11) 0.3 

'-6 Months '09 ( 6) 0.0 

7-9 Months 4-'3 ( ,) 0.0 

10-12 Months '06 ( 6) 0.0 

1-2 Years 1021 ( l2) 0.1 

2-' Ye"ln 1406 ( 16) 0.1 

"Aore Th&n , YelU'S 106' ( 12) 0.0 -
Unknown 2130 ( 24) 0.2 

TOTAL "" (l00) 0.1 
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Per:son&l 3.acX&rOU'ld 
Varj~les Number Percent E.scape Ra te 

. 
Occupa tiOC'l 

Prole,llonal-TechnIcal: 2.52 ( J) 0.0 
Business 423 ( ') 0.0 
Sales, Cl'erical 640 (7) 0.2 
'vianual 4092 ( 46) 0.1 
Services 2046 ( 23) 0.1 
.'\ grlcul ture 24 ( 0) 0.0 
Armed Services '0 (1) 0.0 
~ot Employed 241 ( 3) 0.0 
Unknown 112a ( 13) 0./# 

TOTAL 8396 (l00) 0.1 

Time At Job of LOf!!!!t Duration 

Less Than One Month 369 ( 4) 0.0 
1-2 Months 340 ( 4) 0.0 
3-1,1 Months 937 ( 10) 0.1 
'-6 Months '73 ( 6) 0.3 
7-9 Months 447 ( ') 0.0 
10-12 Months 478 ( .5) 0.0 
1-2 Years 1049 ( 12) 0.1 
2-.5 Ye&l's 1'2' (17) 0.1 

More Than .5 Years 110' ( 12) 0.0 
Unknown 2069 ( 23) 0.2 

TOTAL "" (l00) 0.1 



Person&.! 8.tdcUCU'd 
Variables Number Percent Escape R~te 

La.-st Grade Comeleted 

Sixth or Less 363 ( 4) 0.0 
Seventh 301 ( 3) 0.0 
Eighth 794 ( 9) 0.0 
Ninth 986 ( 11) 0.0 

Tenth l!04 (12) 0.3 

Eleventh 844 ( 10) 0.4 

High School Graduate 3110 ( J,) 0.1 

Some College 612 (7) 0.0 
College Graduate 330 ( 4) 0.0 
Unknown 402 ( 4) 0.7 

TOTAL u" (100) 0.1 

KflQWt\ Orufl u. 

None .1609 ( 63) 0.1 
Non-Specific 424 ( .1) 0.2 

HeroiA 963 ( 1 J) 0.0 

Ivi arij uana 433 ( .1) 0.0 

Other '02 ( 6) 0.2 

Unknown 915 (10) 0.3 

TOTAL &J9' (l00) 0.1 
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Criminal Hbt(l('Y 
Variables Number Percent E.K:ape Ra te 

Total Number of Court A~~ 

First Offense .- 490 ( 6) 0.0 
Two 

'90 ( 7) 0.2 
Three '34 ( 6) 0.0 
Four .517 ( 6) 0.2 
Five .536 ( 6) 0.0 .. 
6 to 9 176; ( 20) 0.1 
lO to 14 1.534 ( 13) 0.1 
I.5 to 20 1192 ( 13) 0.2 
'Aore Than 20 lJ27 ( 1') 0.1 
Unkno .... n 362 ( 4) 0.3 
TOTAl. u" (100) 0.1 

Charm for Penon OtfenM:.i 

None M9 ( 11) 0.0 
One 1171 ( 13) 0.0 
Two 1067 ( 12) 0.1 
Three 376 ( 10) 0.1 
Foul' U7 ( 10) 0.2 
Five 692 (3)' 0.1 
6 to 8 1327 ( 1.5) 0.2 
More Than Eight 1.571 ( 18) 0.1 
Unknown 3.'6 ( 4) 0.' 
TOTAL u" (100) 0.1 
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·_-

Criminal Huto(y 
Vui.&btes Number Percent E3ape R.te 

C h.ar s:=! 10f' Proper n: otfenH:I 

None . 2141# ( 24) 0.1 
One 870 ( 10) 0.1 
Two 6H (7) 0.0 
Three .,,3' ( 6) 0.2 
Four 447 ( ,) 0.0 
Five .,,23 ( 6) 0.0 
6 co g 1001 ( 11) 0.0 
Vlore Than Eight 2367 (27) 0.2 
Unknown 3'6 ( II) 0.3 

TOTAL. "''' (100) 0.1 

Charm for Sex OffllftMll 

None 6641 ( 7.5) 0.1 
One 798 ( 9) 0.0 
Two 413 ( ') 0.2 
Three 243 ( 3) 0.4 
Four 141 ( 2) 0.0 

Five 71 ( 1) 0.0 
6 to S 123 ( 1) 0.0 

More Than Eight 97 ( 1) 0.0 

Unknown 3'6 ( 4) 0.& 

TOTAl.. an, (100) 0.1 

J3 



~l 

CrimiMJ History 
Vari4bles Number Percent E.scape Ra te 

Charm tor Dro! Offenses 

,'Jone 4883 U.5) 0.1 

One 1029 ( 12) 0.1 

Two 726 ( 8) 0.1 
Three .536 ( 6) 0.2 
Four 346 ( 4) 0.0 

Five 1.56 ( 2) 0.0 
6 to 8 346 ( 4) 0.0 

~ore Than Eight .51& ( 6) 0.0 
Unknown 3.56 ( 4) O.~ 

TOTAL &I" (tOO) 0.1 

Char!!! 104' A lcoho.l Off..,., 

None 6030 ( 61) 0.1 
One 1099 ( 12) 0.0 
Two .5.51 ( 6) 0.' 
Three 134 ( 2) 0.0 
Four 173 ( 2) 0.0 
Five 14. ( 2) 0.0 

6 to a 16' ( 2) 0.0 

More ThAll Eight 19. ( 2) 0.0 

Unknown 3.5& ( 4) O.! 

TOTAL &I" (l00) 0.1 

CharI!:! tot' ~"" ou_ 
None 80.59 ( 91) 0.1 

One 3'4 ( 4) 0.3 

Two 71 ( 1) 0.0 

Three 27 ( 0) 0.0 

Four or More 39 ( 0) 0.0 

Unkno~n 3.5& ( .) 0.& 

TOTAL "" (100) 0.1 
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Crimi.n.a.1 His tory 
Variables Number Percent E.scape Rate 

(nmator of JlJVenil~ Commitment 

~o . 7050 ( 30) 0.1 . 
Yes 1487 ( (7) 0.1 

Ullknown 359 ( 4) 0.8 

TOTAL "" (100) 0.1 

?-riot' CCX.I'I t%: lnarcera tions 

None 544' (61) 0.1 
One IJ44 ( U) 0.2 
Two 796 ( 9) 0.1 
Three 49& ( 6) 0.0 
FoUl' 21' ( 2) 0.0 
Flve 11' ( 1) 0.9 
Six or More 151 ( 2) 0.0 
Unknown 3'9 ( 4) 0.& 

TOTAL "" (l00) 0.1 

Prior State or FederaJlncarcerationa 

None 6716 ( 76) 0.1 
One 1049 ( 12) 0.1 

Two 443 ( ') 0.0 

Threet 15_ ( 2) 0.0 

Four 67 ( 1) 0.0 

Five 32 ( 0) 0.0 
Six or Mon, '6 ( 1) 0.0 

Unknown 3" ( 4) 0.& 

TOTAL "" (100) 0.1 
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C rim in.a.1 Hb tory 
Vat tables Numbet' Percent E3ape Rate 

Total PriO(' Adult Incarcerationa 

None 4611 (52) 0.1 

One l.51.1 ( 17) 0.1 
Two 970 ( ll) 0.2 
Three '92 ( 7) 0.0 
Four 239 ( 3) 0.0 
Five 261 ( 3) o.~ 

Six or More 299 ( 3) 0.0 
Unknown Jj9 ( It) O.! 

TOTAL 31" (100) 0.1 

Numw 01 JuvWle Parol~ 

None 7697 ( 86) 0.1 

One ~& ( -> 0.0 
Two. 2U ( 2) 0.0 

Three 131 ( 2) 0.0 
Foul" or More 127 ( 1) 0.0 

Unknown Jj9 ( II) O.! 

TOTAL as" (100) 0.1 

JuvWle Parole VloI.atiorw 

None 7697 (36) 0.1 

One 33' ( II) 0.0 

Two 212 ( 2) 0.0 

Three 1.31 ( 2) 0.0 

Four or Mont 112 (1) 0.0 

Unknown Jj9 ( 4) O.! 

TOTAL u" (l00) 0.1 



Crimin.a.l Hl.story 
Variables 

Number Percent EscApe Rate 

Numbei of Adult Paroles 

.~one 
7184 ( 81) 0.1 One 
94' ( 11) 0.1 Two 
192 ( 2) 0.0 Three 
160 ( 2) 0.0 Four or .\1ore 
'6 ( 1) 0.0 Unknown 

)'9 ( 4) 0.3 
TOTAL u" (00) 0.1 

AduJt Parole Vlol.ulona 

Never Paroled 7184 ( 31) 0.1 None 
~97 ( 6) 0.0 One , 
620 ( 7) 0.2 Two 
161 ( 2) 0.0 Three or More 
7' ( 1) 0.0 Unknown 

3'" ( .) 0.3 
TOTAL 

"" (100) 0.1 

T otIJ Ntnlbu- of Parol .. 

None 
6733 ( 76) 0.1 One 
393 CIO) 0.1 Two 
406 ( ') 0.0 Three 
22.3 ( 2) 0.0 F our or More 
2&2 ( .3) 0.0 Unknown 
3'9 ( 4) 0.& 

TOTAl. 
u" (100) 0.1 
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Criminal Hlst.ory 
Viltl.abJa Number Pet'cent E..sape Rate 

Tota.! NOOIb« ot Parole VIolations 

Never Paroled . 6733 (76) 0.1 . 
None 644 (7) 0.0 
One 6&2 ( 3) 0.1 

.' Two 2.n ( J) 0.0 

Three lOa ( 1) 0.0 
Four or More 116 ( 1) 0.0 
Unknown lS9 ( 4) O.! 

TOTAL 1.1" (100) 0.1 

AI! at First CoI.rt A()(:IUranot 

Twelve or yoool!ler 746 ( &) 0.1 

Thlrteen 523 ( 6) 0.2 
FourtHn 5!9 (7) 0.3 
Fifteen 73' ( 9) 0.0 
Sixteen 739 ( 9) 0.3 

Seventeen 1222 ( 14) 0.0 

EIghteen 79' ( 9) 0.0 

" Nineteen 6&0 ( &) 0.0 
Twenty 37' ( 4) 0.0 

Twenty-one 31' ( 4) 0.3 

Twenty-two 201 ( 2) 0.0 

Twenty-thrH 177 ( 2) 0.0 

Twenty-foUl' 239 ( 3) 0.0 

Twenty-flv. 50 ( 1) 0.0 

26 to 29 319 ( 4) 0.0 

30 to 39 474 ( ') 0.2 

40 or Older 222 ( 2) 0.0 

Unkno .... n 391 ( It) a.! 
TOTAL II" (100) 0.1 



'I: 

Crimin&! Hi.stOC"Y 
VariUiles Number Percent E.sape Rate 

Age at First Alcohol Court A2pearance 

Not Applicable 6009 ( 63) 0.1 
g to 14 3 ( 0) 0.0 
15 to 17 444 ( ,) 0.2 
18 to 19 536 ( 6) 0.0 
20 to 21 425 ( ,) 0.2 

< 

22 to 24 '39 ( 6) 0.0 
2' to 29 )00 ( 3) 0.0 
)0 to 39 19' ( 2) 0.' 
40 or Older '1 (1) 0.0 
Unknown )91 ( 4) 0.3 

TOTAL "" (100) 0.1 

AS! & t First Otul Coc.rt A E!i!!!!'"!ns! 

Not Applicable 4360 ( ,,) 0.1 

8 to 14 67 ( 1) 1., 
" 1.5 to 17 '74 ( 6) 0.0 

I- 18 to 19 873 ( 10) 0.0 

20 to 21 5&2 ( 6) 0.0 

22 to 24 '33 ( 6) 0.2 

2' to 29 541 ( 6) 0.0 

)0 to 39 3J3 ( 4) 0.3 

40 or Oldlit' 132 ( 2) 0.0 

Unknown 391 ( 4) 0.8 

TOTAL "" (100) 0.1 
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