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Crime in The United States 
1987 

aM 

Final Uniform Crime Reporting 
(UCR) figures showed overall serious 
crime in the United States rising 2 per
cent in 1987, marking the third consec
utive year that the number of offenses 
reported to the police have increased. 
The Crime Index total of 13.5 million, or 
5,550 offenses per 100,000 inhabitants, 
was based on reports received from 
nearly 16,000 law enforcement agen
cies nationwide, which represent 96 
percent of the total U.S. population. 

VIOLENT CRIME 

There was virtually no change in 
the 1987 volume of violent crime when 
compared to the previous year's total. 
While aggravated assault was the only 
offense In this category to show an in
crease (2 percent), declines were re
corded for murder (3 percent), robbery 
(5 percent), and forcible rape (less than 
1 percent). The rate for violent crime, 
610 per 100,000 people, was down 1 
percent from 1986. 

MURDER-The number of mur
ders in 1987 totaled an estimated 
20,096, a decrease of 3 percent from 
1986, for a rate of 8 per 100,000 peo
ple. While the Nation's cities registered 
4 percent fewer murders, and virtually 
no change occurred in the suburban 
counties, the rural areas recorded a 
volume increase of 4 percent. 
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victims, and 53 percent were white. 
Firearms were the predominant murder 
weapons, with 3 out of every 5 murders 
committed with these weapons. 

Victim/offender relationships 
showed that 57 percent of the victims 
were related to or acquainted with their 
assailants. By circumstance, 37 per
cent of all murders resulted from argu
ments, 21 percent were proven or 
suspected to have occurred in conjunc
tion with felonious activities, such as 
robbery, arson, etc., 18 percent re
sulted from miscellaneous nonfelony 
activities, and 25 percent from unknown 
circumstances. 

Overall murder arrests in 1987 
were down 1 percent from the previous 
year; yet, murder had the highest clear
ance rate (70 percent) among the Index 
crimes. Of all murder arrestees, 44 per
cent were under 25 years of age, 88 
percent were males, and 52 percent 
were black. 
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FORCIBLE RAPE-An estimated 
91 ,111 forcible rapes were "sported to 
law enforcement in 1987, a decrease of 
less than 1 percent from 1986. Eighty
one percent were rapes by force, and 
the remainder were attempts or as
saults to commit forcible rape. By UCR 
definition, the victims of forcible rape 
are always females, and in 1987, an 
estimated 73 of every 100,000 females 
in the Nation were reported rape vic
tims. 

Nationwide, the South recorded a 
2-percent decline and the West, a 1-
percent drop, while increases of less 
that 1 percent in the Midwest and 4 per
cent in the Northeast were registered. 

The clearance rate for forcible rape 
offenses was 53 percent, although ar-
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rests for this offense in 1987 were down 
2 percent from those in 1986. Of those 
arrested, 45 percent were under the 
age of 25, with 29 percent in the 18- to 
24-year age group, and 50 percent 
were white. 
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ROBBERY-Law enforcement 
agencies recorded 517,704 robberies 
in 1987, 5 perc0nt fewer than in 1986. 
An estimated $3.27 million property loss 
was a result of these offenses, for an 
average of $631 per incident. 

Downward trends in robbery were 
evident nationwide and throughout all 
population groups in 1987. Nationally, 
the robbery rate of 213 per 100,000 in
habitants was 6 percent below the 1986 
rate. The highest rate-900 per 
100,000 people-was in cities with 
populations over 1 million. 

Strong-arm tactics were used in 44 
percent of ail reported robberies, fire
arms in 33 percent, knives or cutting 
Instruments in 13 percent, and other 
dangerous weapons in the remainder. 
Over half of the robberies were on 
streets and highways. 

During 1987, 27 percent of robber
ies were cleared, while robbery arrests 
overall were down 4 percent when 
compared to the 1986 total. Sixty-one 
percent of those arrested for robbery 
were under 25 years of age, 92 percent 
were males, and 63 percent were black. 
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AGGRAVATED ASSAULT-An es
timated 855,088 aggravated assaults 
took place in 1987, up 2 percent over 
the 1986 volume. Increases of 3 per
cent in the Nation's cities and 1 percent 
in both the suburban and rural counties 
were recorded for the same 2 years. 
The national rate per 100,000 for ag
gravated assault was 351. 

Data on weapons used in aggra
vated assaults showed 21 percent were 
committed through the use of firearms, 
another 21 percent with knives or cut
ting instruments, 25 percent with per
sonal weapons (hands, fists, feet), and 
32 percent with blunt objects or other 
dangerous weapons. 

Geographically, the Northeast and 
West registered upswings of 7 and 6 
percent, respectively, while the Mid
west experienced a 1-percent decline 
and the South, a less than 1-percent 
drop. The clearam~e rate for aggravated 
assault was 59 percent in 1987, and 
arrests for this offense were up 4 per
cent over the previous year. Of the ar
restees, 87 percent were males and 58 
percent were white. 
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PROPERTY CRIME 

Collectively, the volume of re
ported property crimes was up 3 per
cent nationwide, While burglary 
showed little change, larceny-theft rose 
3 percent and motor vehicle theft in
creased 5 percent. Ther~ were 5 per
cent fewer arsons in 1987 than in 1986. 
Relating the property crime volume to 
population, the 1987 national rate rose 
2 percent to 4,940 offenses per 
100,000 Inhabitants. 

BURGLARY-During 1987, more 
than 3.2 million burglary offenses were 
reported to law enforcement agencies 
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nationwide, a decrease in volume of 
less than 1 percent from the 1986 total. 
An estimated national loss of $3.2 bil
lion, or an average loss of $975 per In
cident, was a result of this offense. The 
national burglary rate dropped 1 per
cent to 1,330 per 100,000 in 1987. In 
the regkms, the West showed a 9-per
cent drop; the Northeast, a i-percent 
decline; the South, a 3-percent up
swing; and the Midwest, a i-percent in
crease. 

Two of every three burglaries were 
of residences. The average loss per of
fense for residential burglary was 
$1,004. and for nonresidential burglary, 
$914. 

Of all recorded burglaries in 1987, 
70 percent involved forcible entry, 21 
percent were unlawful entries, and the 
remainder were forcible entry attempts. 
The 14-percent national clearance rate 
for burglary in 1987 was the lowest rate 
among the Index crimes. 

Arrest trends for 1986 and 1987 re
vealed a i-percent decrease In total 
burglary arrests. Of the burglary arres
tees, 92 percent were males, 69 per
cent were under 25 years of age, and 
67 percent were white. 

, 
'903 19804 tD85 t9DS HIS7 

LARCENY-THEFT -There were 
approximately 7.5 million larceny-thefts 
nationwide in 1987, a 3-percent in
crease over the 1986 level. These of
fenses were up 3 percent in the 
Nation's cities, while the rural and sub
urban counties registered increases of 
2 and 4 percent, respectively. The 1987 
larceny-theft rate was 3,081 per 
100,000 inhabitants. The South, North
east, and Midwest regions of the Nation 
experienced upSWings, while the vol-

8 I FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin 
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ume of larceny-thefts showed no 
change In the Western States. 

Average losses due to larceny
theft were $404 per incident, with a total 
national loss estimated at $3 billion. 
Thefts of motor vehicle parts, acces
sories, and contents accounted for 38 
percent of the larceny thefts, and thefts 
from buildings and shoplifting each ac
counted for an additional 15 percent of 
the total. 

Twenty percent of the reported lar-' 
ceny-thefts were cleared, and arrests 
for this offense were up 3 percent from 
1986. Forty-five percent of all larceny
theft arrestees were under 21 years of 
age, and 66 percent were white. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT-An 
estimated 1 of every 144 registered 
motor vehicles was reported stoien na
tionwide during 1987 when nearly 1.3 
million offenses were reported to law 
enforcement. The volume was 5 per
cent higher nationally and in cities, 
while it Increased 1 percent in rural 
counties and 9 percent in suburban 
counties. Motor vehicle thefts Increased 
in three regions of the country; only the 
Midwest registered a decline of 5 per
cent in its motor vehicle theft volume. 

Of the motor vehicles stolen, 77 
percent were automobiles, 15 percent 
were trucks or buses, and the remain
der were other types. The stolen vehi
cles accounted for an estimated 
national loss of over $6 billion and an 
average value per vehicle of $4,964 at 
the time of the theft. 

While law enforcement cleared 
only 15 percent of the motor vehicle 
thefts reported in 1987, overall arrests 
for this offense were up 11 percent over 
the 1986 total, Fifty-eight percent of the 
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arrestees for motor vehicle theft were 
under 21 years of age, 90 percent were 
males, and 60 percent were white. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE 
THEFT 

ARSON-During 1987, 102,410 
arson offenses were recorded by 
12,810 law enforcement agencies. The 
arson volume declined nationally and in 
all regions from 1986 to 1987. A 5-per
cent decrease was reGorded nation
wide and In the West and Northeast, 
while the total dropped 8 percent in the 
South and less than one-half of 1 per
cent in the Midwest. The national arson 
rate was 50 per 100,000 U.S. Inhabit
ants. 

Data based on rl3ports from 12,649 
agencies furnishing at least 1 month of 
supplemental information in 1987 
showed that of the property targeted by 
arsonists, structures accounted for 55 
percent, mobile property (motor vehi
cles, airplanes, boats, etc.) for 28 per
cent, and other types of property 
(crops, timber, etc.) for 17 percent. 
Sixty-one percent of the structural ar
sons Involved residential property, and 
93 percent of the arsons of mobile 
property Involved motor vehicles. The 
reported monetary value of property 
damaged due to arson nationwide was 
$907 million, with an average loss per 
incident of $10,755. 

Of the arsons coming to the atten
tion of law enforcement during 1987, 16 
percent were cleared. Only persons un
der age 18 accounted for 36 percent of 
all arson clearances, a higher percent
age of juvenile involvement than for any 
other Index crime. An estimated 18,000 
persons were arrested for arson in 
1987. Eighty-six percent of the arres
tees were males, 40 percent were un
der 18, and 73 percent were white. 
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CRIME DISTRIBUTION 
Crime Index trends for 1987 re

vealed volume upswings in three re
gions of the Nation-an Increase of 4 
percent In the Sov'h, 3 percent in the 
Northeast, and 2 percent in the Mid
west. The West experienced a i-per
cent decline in serious crime from 1986. 

Similar to the national experience, 
law enforcement agencies in the Na
tion's cities and In rural counties regis
tered a 2-percent rise in overall 
reported crime, while the Increase in 
suburban counties was 3 percent. 

CLEARANCES 
Of the total Crime Index offenses 

recorded by law enforcement agencies 
during 1987, 21 percent were cleared. 
The clearance rate for violent crime 
was 47 percent, while an 18-percent 
clearance rate was registered for prop
erty crimes. Of the overall offenses 
cleared by law enforcement, 18 percent 
involved only young people under age 
18. Persons in this age group ac
counted for 8 percent of the violent 
crime clearances and 21 percent of 
those for property crimes. 

Crime Index clearance rates for the 
regions showed the highest rate (22 
percent) was in the West. In the South, 
the rate was 21 percent; in the North
east, 20 percent; and in the Midwest; 
19 percent. 

ARRESTS 
Arrests for all offenses except 

traffic violations totaled an estimated 
12.7 million In 1987. Relating the arrest 
volume to population, the national rate 
was 5,330 per 100,000 people. Overall 
arrests Increased 2 percent in 1987 
compared to the 1986 level. 
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The 1.7 million arrest total for driv
ing under the influence was the great
est number recorded for any offense in 
1987. Males were most often arrested 
for this offense, which accounted for 14 
percent of all male arrests. Females 
were most often arrested for larceny
theft. 

percent, While those of persons under 
18 years of age declined 1 percent. 
Five percent of all persons arrested na
tionwide were under the age of 15, 16 
percent were under 18, 30 percent 
were under 21, and 48 percent were 
under 25. Four of every 5 arrestees 
were males, and 69 percent of all per-

Adult arrests were up in 1987 by 3 sons arrested were white. I 
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