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JUVENIT.,E COURT STATISTICS, 1954 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Delinquency cases 

Recent increases ...•. 8% increase in 1954 over 1953-
the 6th consecutive year of increase; 
56% overall increase since 1948; 
Child population increase only 13% 
since 1948. 

Extent ..•.•.•...••..• In 1954, estimated '65,000 or 2.4% 
of children aged 10 through 17 involved 
in delinquency eases in U. s. 

Sex ratio ...••.•.•... Delinquency cases in court primarily 
a boys' problem; 
Boys outnumber girls 5 to 1. 

Differential rates .••• Rates of court delinquency cases 
vary directly with size of area 
served by court; 
Rates for courts serving 100,000 
or more population double those of 
courts serving under 100,000 
population. 

Manner of handling ••• Over half of delinquency cases disposed 
of unofficially - - without fUing 

Other cases 

petition for formal hearing. 

19% of the court cases were 
dependency and neglect eases; 
5% were .cases of adoption, custody, 
consent to marry and other 
"special proceedings. U 
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JUVENn.cE DELINQUENCY CASES 

Juvenile delinquency as defined in llDOst Juvenile court statutes 

is the violation of a law or municipal. ord;1.nsnce by persons of juvenile 

court age, or conduct on the part of such lpersons so s~riously antisocial 

as to interfere with the rights of others elI' menace th2 welfare of the 

delinquent himseJ.f or of the ccmmmi ty. ~s broad defini t10n of delin-

quency includes conduct Buc:h as ungovernable behavior and running 

away -- conduct labeled "delinquency" but not generally considered a 

violation of law when camlitted by an adult. Consequently, the acts 

which result in bringing a child before the court ma,y range fran trivial 

to serious misbehavior. 

This report includes cases of juvenile delinquency -- alleged as 

well as ~judged -- han(ti.ed by the courts. !fot included in these statis-

tics are the many children who presented similar CCllld\~ct problems but who 

were either not apprehended or were dealt with by the police, social 

agencies, schools, or youth-serving agencies without referral to court. 

Delinquency cases I 19541/ 

A total of 230,120 Juvenile delinquency cases disposed of during 

1954 were reported by 937 courts located in 34 States (see table 1). 

One hundred nineteen of these were large courts (serving areas with 

populations of 100 I 000 or more) and 818 were small courts (serving 

Y Data are collected annually or.. & ceJ.endar-yea.r basis. Reports for 
1955 are now being received. 
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areas with less than 100,000 population). 1bese large courts disposed 

of 78 percent of the total delinquency cases reported to the Children's 

Bureau.. The totals considered in this report are therefore heavily 1n-

fluenced by these large courts. 

The number of' courts .for which data are transmitted to the 

Children • s Bureau varies each yem·. The 937 courts on Which th1a report 

is based were located in 34 states. About 43 percent of the child popu-

lation of the United States vas included in the courts' Jurisdictions. 

These courts subm1tted "canplete repI"rtsj" that is, reports that in-

eluded a i'ull count of all types of cases ... delinquency, dependency or 

neglect, end special proceedings -. disposed of both offic1ally and un

Off1cially~ An additional 205 courts reported in 1954 on official 

cases only. 'lheir reports (aee table 2) are considered incomplete for 

the purposes of this report and are not included in the analySis of the 

data. 

Over half (56 percent) of the delinquency cases reported by the 

937 courts were handled unofficially. Wide differences in the methods 

of handling cases were found emong courts 1n variOUS States and even 

among courts in the same State. For example, in Ohio, alJ. reporting 

Y Official cases are those adjudicated by the Judge or referee after 
the fUing of a petition, CClrIplaint, or other legal paper used to 
initiate court action. Unofficial cases are those where no pet1tiCXl 
or legal. paper is filed and where the case is adJusted by the judge, 
referee, probati~ officer or other officer of the court after con .. 
ference at the point of .intake or after social 8~ and investiga
tion. 

- 3 .. 



courts" canb1ned" disposed of 30 percent of their delinquency cases of

ficially; in Washington" 52 percent; and in' Pennsylvania" 83 percent. 

Wi thin Washington" one court (Yakima. County) disposed of 9 percent of 

its delinquency cases officially while another court (Snohomish County) 

disposed of 83 percent of its delinquency cases official.ly. There seems 

to be no consistent pattern regardirlg the methods of handling cases" 

either by region or by size of court. Rather" the procedure for 

handling cases rests heavily on individual court practices" the phi

losophy of the judge" and the size of staff .li 
Boys' cases outnumbered girls' cases in the ratio of about 5 to 

1. One reason for the greater number of boys' cases may be the greater 

freedom perm! tted to boys so that they are more likely to beccme in .. 

volved in infractions of the law. Boys are outwardly aggressive more 

than girls, and this aggressiveness sanetimes results in overt delin-

quent acts. Also, it may be that boys tend more to associate in p-.roups" 

end delinquent behavior may stem from misdirected gang activities. 

The data for 1954 for the courts reporting indicate that rates 

of delinquency court cases are higher in large urban areas than in less 

populated areas. The rate for courts serving areas of 100,,000 or more 

population was more than double that of courts serving areas of less 

~ For a discussion of policy considerations in the unofficial dispo
sition of cases Bee "Standards for Specialized Courts Dealing With 
Children"" Children t s :Bureau Pub. 50. 346" pages 43-45. 
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than 100.,000 population. Table A below shows the relationship between 

. the size of the area and the rate of delinquency caGes handled. 

Table A--Rates of delinquency ca.ses by size of area served by court: 1954 

Total population Population Delinquency Rate per 1;000 
served by court 10 - 17 years!,/ cases population 

10 .., 17 years 

100., 000 and over (1l9 courts) 4.,831.,475 179 .. 907 37.2 
50,000 to 99,999 (1l4 courts) 912,142 23,657 25.9 
20,000 to 49,999 (290 courts) 1,208,641 20,860 17.3 
10,000 to 19;999 (273 courts 558,892 4,644 8.3 

5,000 to 9,999 (94 courts) 108,147 890 8.2 
Under 5,000 (47 courts) 22,145 162 7.3 

!,/ Population figures based on 1950 Census. 

Changes in delinquency cases, 1953-54 

The totaJ. number, of del:1nquency cases disposed of increased by 8 

percent between 1953 and 1954. This comparison is based on data from 

631 courts that reported on delinquency cases for both years (see table 

3) • 

The percentage increase' was approximately the same for small 

courts as for the large although, as was .previously discussed, small 

courts have lower rates of delinquency cases. 

For the small courts" however.. the increase was more marked for 

cases disposed of off1c1aJ..1y than tor cases disposed of unoffic1all.y. 

This is in contrast to what occurred in l..&rge courts.. Were unofficial 

cases increased more than the official cases. 

'-

·"-·_._ .... :OO~.r __ ...... 
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1be percentage 1ncreue 111 girls! cases between 1953 and 1954 

vas almost as large (6 percent) as tar boys' (8 percent). Most of the 

increase in the gh-ls' cases occurred in those handled of'ficiall,y in the 

large courts I as shown in table B below. 

Table B--Pp.rcent change in delinquency cases, by sex and type of disposi
tion: 1953 to 1954. 

Percent change from 1953 to 1954 ,-
Total Official Unofficial , co· 

j co 

i 
co 

CD r-I co r-I m f""I 

~ 
J.4 ! ~ ~ $.c 

~ .... .,.: 
0 0 ~ 0 

All courts (631)------ 18 f8 f6 fr .fr 18 19 flO 14 

96 courts serving 
areas with populations of 

18 19 16 17 17 19 110 III 14 100,000 or more----------

535 courts serving areas 
with populations of less 
than 100,000------------- 17 It 15 ",'8 18 14 f5 f6 f5 

All of these cb3nges between 1953 and 1954 represent the cCillbined 

increase for a group of courts. They do not show variations between in-

div1duel courts. For example, al:t~hough the overalJ increase :in ~elin

quency cases for the group of 96 large courts was 8 percent I 34 of these 

courts had decreases I and 62 had increases. 

.. 6 -
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Trends in delinquency cases a 1940-1954 

ibe general. trend in delinquency cases ch.1ring the period. 1940 to 

1954 was upward during World War II to a peak in 1945, end downward in 

the three years after that war.. Beginning in 1949, however, the down

ward trend was reversed and has continued upward each year through 1954,. 

By 1954, the level was 56 percent higher than in 1948 and exceeded the 

previous high noted during World War II. (See chart). It is estimated 

JUVENn..E COURT DELINQUENCY CASES ARE RISING 
I 

index 
(1940 = 100) 

zoot 
180 

160 

140 

120 
juvenile court delinquency cases 

l00r-~~==~--------------------~~~ 

80 
child population of U. S. (10-17 years of age) 

o+I--~+I~~+I--~~I--~~I--~~I--~~I--~~1 
1840 1942 1944 1046 1848 1950 1952 1954 

(Me table 4 ) 
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that 1n 1954 approx1mate~ J,65,000 children or 2.4 percent of the child 

population between the ages or 10 through 17 came to the attenti'On of 

JuvenUe c'Ourts in the country because 'Of delinquent behavior .!J:/ 
ihe rise in delinquency cases cannot be explained in terms 'Of 

population growth alone. For example I the 56 percent increase 1il court 

cases between 1948 and 1954 CClllPares with a rise 'Of only 13 percent 

during the same period in the child population 10 through 17 years 'Of' 

age 1n the country. 

The trend data are based on reports fran 383 courts that have 

been able to supply the necessary comparable statistical data to the 

Children I S Bureau aver a period 'Of' years. These courts are not neces-

sarily representative of all courts in the country. 'nley include Within 

their jurisdicti'Ons I however I a Sizeable proportion 'Of all children in 

the United states (21 percent). We believe the chances are fairly good. 

that this degree 'Of coverage w1ll provide data that indicate the true 

direction although not the exact e~ntof' change in delinquency cases 

':J Children in the age group 10 through 17 are used as a base tor com
puting the percentage I &l though the est1mate of Juvenile delinquency 
cases includes a amall. number of children under 10 and over 17 years 
of age. 

- 8 -
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DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT CASES 

Most juvenile courts by statute have jurisdiction over actions 

involving dependent and neglected children as well as those involving 

delinquent children. Such jurisdiction is based on the principle that 

the state has a responsibility for the protection of these children. 

Unlike the delinquent child who is brought to the attention of 

the court because of his antisocial 'behavior, the dependent or neglected 

child is usually referred 'because of some form of neglect or inadequate 

cere on the part of his parents or guardian (ioe." lack of adequate care 

or support resulting fram the death, absence .. or physical or mental in

capacity of the parents, abandonment or desertion, abuse or cruel treat

ment" improper or inadequate conditions in the home). 

~ndency and neglect cases, 1954 

Of the total children's cases handled by the 937 courts in 1954, 

a little over 59,000, or 19 percent, were dependency and neglect cases. 

Of these, 61 percent were handled by official action and the remainder 

unofficially (see table 1). ibe larger proportion of dependency and 

neglect CE.l.Ses handJ.ed officially as canpared with delinquency cases ~ 

result fran the fact that courts more frequently see these cases as re

quiring a change in the legal relationship between the parent and the 

child. 

Rates of dependency and neglect cases, like rates of delinquency 

cases, are higher in large urban areas than in less populated ones. 

This d1t'ference is shown in table C .. 

.. 9 -
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Table CD-RateS or dependency and Deglect cases, by size ot area served 
by court: 195J~ 

-. 
Total population 

Population Dependency Rate per 1,000 
W1de~ and neglect population 

served by court year a cases under 18 years 

100,000 and over (119 courts) 13,660,868 47,411 3.5 
50,000 to 99,999 (U4 courts) 2,440,492 5,444 2.2 
20,000 to 49,999 (290 courts) 3,123,9966 4,838 1.5 
10,000 to 19,999 (273 courts) 1,397,646 1,180 0.8 

5,000 to 9,999 (94 courts) 264,113 265 1.0 
Under 5,000 (41 courts) 56,,041 25 0 .. 4 

!I Population figures based on 1950 Census. 

Changes in dependency and neglect cases,1953w 1954 

'!be total number of depenclancy and neglect cases disposed of by 

large and small courts canbined increased only 1 percent between 1953 

and 1954. The small courts increased their handling of dependency and 

neglect cases (9 percent) J with a partiCularly high increase in those 

disposed of unoffic1al.ly (28 percent). For the large courts, however, 

there was a small decrease in dependency end rreglect cases. 

SPECIAL PROCEEDINGS 

In add.1 tion to delinquency and dependency or neglect" ch1ldren 

are referred to juvenile courts for other reasons, which are general.ly 

termed "special proceedings." Special proceedings 1nc1ude adoption, 

ccmni'bllent of !IlIentally defective children" _terial witnesses, applica

tion tor consent to tnarry or enlist ill the aTmed forces" determination 
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of custody or guardianship of a ch1ld" and permission to hospi tala for 

the performance of en operation on children. 

Of all the children I s cases reported by the 937 courts in 1954, 

only 15,557, or 5 percent, were special proceedings (see table 1). 

Special proceedings cases also increased, by 2 percent, fran 1953 to 

1954. 

LIMITATIONS OF JUVENILE COURT STATISTICS 

The number of children' s cases handl.ed by 3uvenile courts is af'-

fected by seVeral factors. The age of children and the types of cases 

over which courts have jurisdiction ere established by State la. .... and 

often are different for courts in different States and sometimes for 

courts wi thin the same Sta.te. This affects the number of cases reported 

and" consequently" the comparability of the reports from the various 

courts. (To assist in the interpretation of the statistics, the ages 

under which the courts have original jurisdj,ction are shown in table 1). 

The n\Zmber of children' s cases reported by different courts is 

greatly 1n:fluenced also by variations in the orgap,1zat1on and scope of 

other agency services in the different ccmmm:l ties. Many communi ties 

have established agencies such as a juvenile division in the police de

partment that adjust many cases or refer them to other ccm'lxunity 

agencies rather than to the Juvenile courts. In SCIDe CC1IIDUll1ties the 

Juvenile court is the only agency available to provide services to 

children. In others" there are vell-establlsbed programs of 8ociaJ. serv

ices for Children; in these" the ~ni1e court is only cne of the many 

-ll-
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agencies dealing with children and is frequently used only when its 

authority as a judicial ~ency is needea. 

Furthermore, whether- a child canes to the attention of the court 

is influenced by community o~ parental attitudes toward a child's be-

havior, and these attitudes vary fran place to place. 

Because of these and other l1m1 tations, juvenile court stati!3-

tics, wen taken by themselves .. cannot measure the f'ull extent of either 

delinquency I dependency or neglect. In regard to the extent of such 

problems, they may be particul.arly misleading Yhen used to make canpari-

sons between one cammmi ty and another. They do, however, indicate hov 

frequently one important community resource, the juvenile court, is 

utilized for dealing with such cases. 

n~PROVEMENT IN JUVENILE COURT STATISTICS 

As has been pointed out, the juvenile court data here discussed 

are based on reports received fran courts t.hAt are able end w1l.l1ng to 

provide the requested facts. 1bese courts are not necessarily repre-

sentative of the country as a whole; consequently the reliability of 

estimates based upon their figures cannot be determined. 9le Children IS 

Bureau is now modif'y1ng its reporting procedure and is requesting data 

for 1955 fran a national sample of about 500 courts. 9le AmPle 

(designed vi th technical assistance fran the Bureau of the Census) 1s 

represen'tat1ve of the country as a whole .. having been selected according 

- 12 -
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to .ueh taetor~ as the geographical location or the areB$ s rved, their 

population density I econOl:l!j", and racial ccmposition. ~ ran the 
. ~ 

sample of courts will provide national estimates with a and 

greater degree of reliability. 

The'sample plan may not be fully established the first year but 

I 
when it is, we will have available an efficient mechanism for collecting 

/. reliable national infonnation not only on trends in JuveniJ.e court cases 
• 

but also on other phases of Juvenile court work. Some of these are 

cost of court services, reasons for referral of children to the court, 

types of services rendered, and disposition of cases. 

- 13 -
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TUl. l--NUWBER ci . ': ~UENCY, Dl:PENDIUCY AND ICZGLECT, AND IPEClAL PItOCUDINOI eMU DDIPQIEI) OF 

OFFJClALt ~ • UNOFFICIALLY BY 1117 COURTS, 11&4 Y , , 
!. .... .~ad.pen 

.... r 
t9\&1 

.11n~_. 
_ . 

",CI1.Il ~Nr'''", 
lIb1ala 

u.. ....... bJ-" -"'_ aU Iomcul II .. 11 .. II .. 
\~ eriI1DAl -. tet.&l Ittn..1a1 towl 0tt1Gal ,tt1c1&l t.w ott1e1al I-n1c1&l 

J>or1.c11cUoD 

ht.&l. C&Ma •••••••••••• .. 'lOLI,w,o no.no 1.01 "D2 us .ne IS9 16.' lS.908 2l?§5 15m 11 33) l. nL 

&Lf.I.IoII,l, 
ohUor'8Oll Co. (B1Ni ... ) .... g 16, 18 !,PLl 1,") ~ .,., l,6WI 7107 fill .. .. .. 
IIob1lo Co. (Mobile) ........... 16 1,090 7U 161< ISS 378 "0 10 · · · 8Ioa\.CC-17 Co. (~17)'" gUo 18 "'7 W 10) tl1 I)) 18 115 .. · .. 
1 -:Ll oCllU"'t ••••••••••••••••• 16 uL UIL 37 67 10 18 1 .. .. · 

AIlAK54S, 
1Uluk1 Co. (Little loot) •• '0' Il l,S6/! 5lI2 IlD m PSI. ~ fee 71 J " 16 --.ll 0QItU"'t.e ••••••••••••••• Il 187 w.s JIoL 1111 ITT ll8 1S9 65 17 1.8 

c.tLlTORIIIA, 
Al_da Co. (0aklaDd) ••••••••• 11 8,5'16 6,$81. 10232 S,l~ . 1;1.6S WID 1,025 &,67 1 AI60 
Coat.ra eo.ta Co. (l1c111oaD1l) ••• 21 1,9311 2,212 178 l,l.ll. Sia )116 161 175 , 1.66 
...... 00 Co. (rr..na) ••••••••••• tl 1,259 '37 611 )26 115 16) )2 127 1) W 
IAl"I1 Ca. (8Ua1"'lt1el4) •••••••• 11 3,526 3,169 115 2,I.SL 11'~ ll7 Jr7 16) 18 llS 
Loa Qce1 .. Co. (Lo • .&.acol .. ). n 7.1.27 S,958 S,!i67 m l,lll2 1,0)6 86 .lI.7 89 m 
Jlbat.eN1 Co. (NGIJ'taNl'} ••••••• 21 l,8l.O 1,$81. 267 1,317 159 78 81 67 I. 6) 
oru.e Co. (SUlt.a .... ) ........ 11 10,271 3,m w.L 3,)53 272 " 1~ 202 6 U6 
It1 .. ra1c1e Co. (t.t ftra1de ) ..... n ,)6 1116 • J.oe iIOb 117 111 6 ) ) .. 
5ae .... zrt.o Co. (Sac..-nto) ... 21 2,038 1,71.1 laL 1,317 196 153 Ll 1.01 11 SIll 
SUI Bo.........u.1ID Co. (S.Bornard111D 21 1,1.50 1,295 786 509 lSL 1.1.8 6 1 1 -S&n OUco Co. (SUI OUco) ..... 11 10,560 3.161 l,Ul 2,020 967 1020 SL7 Ll2 19 lolJ 
II&n Fr&DCiaco Co. (5. P'razd.aoo) 21 7,220 S.)7~ ~1 l.,S08 1,662 67P ~) 11" · 17P 
au Joaqll1Jl Co. (Stocktoll) .... Il 697 SOl! 296 212 107 66 Jrl &2 · 82 
baD IIat.o Co. (SUlllat.o) ..... tl 3,079 2.~1 )0) 2,278 ))8 127 m 160 J 157 
hl,a.re Co. (fu.\arw) ••••••••••• 21 l,U9 PIa )09 6)) 12~ 87 37 53 2 51 
hntura Co. (O.tD&l'd.) •••••••••• 21 1,S)o 1,302 1& 1,1ll 128 76 52 100 - 100 
2'J .aU C(IQI"ta ••••••••••••••• n S,N .,650 1,031 2,619 178 S26 252 2aL 10 271. 

m.cTIctIT, 
nrot Dinr1d (lb'1c1ppon) ... 16 l,SIOL 1,601& )69 1,2)$ )00 )00 . .. - " 
5ecaal Il1atr1ct (..., Hann) ••• 16 2,066 1,691 m l,~L 375 375 .. - - .. 
'ftI1l'd. Dinr1ct (Santoni) ••••• 16 1,~ 1,598 loll 1,1~5 1.00 JrQo .. · .. .. 

1I.o1lItl.&. 
DrarIp Co. (Ora D:Io) •••••••••• 18 1,175 7)0 3)3 :m 31.0 11.8 192 105 WI 57 
P1JIollu Co. (St. ..t.ertb!u'a:). 18 1,037 ~9 ST5 W. 35'/. 33S 19 6Ir '" .. 
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rw.uk1 Co. (L1tU. Iocll:) ...... 1.S611 SIS2 PSI. l2 -20 -21. -17 00108 
13 aaall c ou.n.l,. ••••••••••••••• 719 »6 161 62 138 oaL 1175 !I 

CALI PORH1. .. 
.u.a-da Co. (OakJ..:orl) •••••••••• ".516 6.$84 1.t.6S Wl7 ~ IS -n 001! 
Contr. Colt. Co. (1Ue....,rd) .... t,9Jla t,m Sil7 175 IJ IJ, -2 oaL 
Ptw.no Co. (rr..no) •••••••••••• 1,259 '37 195 127 IJ .. lS ~ laZ"l!ll Co. (}\atrer.n.lcl) ••••••••• ),~26 3,169 191. 16) IJ5 -1S 
Lol "",,1 •• Co. (Lo. ~l")" 7,1.27 5,958 1,122 31.7 -5 ~ -20 is' Ora.n,e Co. (Sant.. ADa) ••••••••• L,271 3.797 272 202 11.7 -, 5it. ltveraid. Co. (a.h.,.'1111) ...... 9)6 816 117 ) ~9 e29 -29 
Sac ..... ato Co. (Sac.-nto) .... 2,0)8 l,71.l 196 101 11 rV -27 ~ San &trDllrdiDo Co. (5. ao.rllUd.1u 1.4SO 1,295 lSI. 1 -1 :). 11 
San :l1.~ Co. (~ 01.ro) ...... L,StC 3,161 ~7 1.32 19 /:16 ~ 

_'>0 
San P'raD<:lIco Co. (5. PraDC1Joco) 7.220 5,319 1,~ 179 lla Ij -9 
San JOI'lol1" Co. (Stockton) ... .- 697 S08 107 82 .. 5 ~ SaD llateo Co. (San ... teo) ...... 3,079 I,SI!l )38 160 ""28 2l i~ '!\&l.1U"e Co. (1"ul~U"iI) •••••••••••• l,U9 ,1a2 121. 5) ~ -2l 
Veatura Co. (Oz:nard.) ••••••••••• 1,5)0 1,302 128 100 /!to /,i 18 ...u court. ••••••••••••••••• ~,U9 .,190 6tl8 tSl II. Is -9 

ooIECTICtlT. 
first Ontne1. (Br1dl'POrt) •••• 1.9OL 1,601. )00 - -8 ~ 0)3 -Secord D1otr1ct ( .... Ran,,) .... 2,066 1,691 375 · -7 -6 -1S · Tb1rd Diatr1c~ (Hart ford) ...... 1,998 l,m l.OO · -6 r'6 ·,s · 

l'1DRI!lI.. 
Or_Diet Co. (Orl..aDcto) ••••••••••• 1,17S 730 3LO 105 IS " -G 157 
P1Dollal Co. (st. Paterlburc) .. l,Ol7 619 JSiI 61, ~ "9 -7 -2 
Polk Co. (Lakelli nd) •••••••••••• l,)SO 818 525 7 /.6 -2 /i2l ~ 1 ... 11 court •••••••••••••••••• 1,1.59 727 680 52 .10 A2 -17 

G1!QRGU. 
Chatha. Co. (Sannnah) ......... 1,532 670 1!62 - 116 -lO IS2 -l'Ult.-n Co. (Atlanta) ........... 2,691 2,(0) 6Il6 - -L -2 -9 -tic_ad Co. (AUcuau) ••••••••• 91.3 57J 370 - Sf .a. IuJ -

IL\lU.Ih 
Pi ... t C1rcv.1t. (BollOlulll) ....... J.f.)'i 2,591 51.7 1&97 /.)3 IlJ, /2L -2 

D.LlI:lIS. 
Cook Co. (Cb1cqo) ••••••••••••• 6,705 5,272 l,3Ll 9S /.6 /J2 ., A 

X.:lUIIA. 
Allen Co. (Port WIl'Dl) ••••••••• 503 503 . · -2l ~1 - -Late Co. (GRr)") •••••••••••••••• 1,708 1,660 11 17 ~ IJ). !I !I 
lIad.1aoa Co. (Ande raon) ••••••••• 21.8 flail - · ~8 . 
IIN'14D Co. (lDnanapoll1) ...... 2.387 1.)09 571 "., ., 

~ -12 -!S 
6t.. JOMph Co. (SoGt.b &trd) .... 82 82 - - -L2 - · 'UIdarbw'~ Co. (Ennul11a) ... 383 383 . - /23 /2) . · 1'110 Co. re~ Haute) ••••••••• 1111. 192 1 1 -16 iJ ~ ~ lL -..ll CO'IIrt.I •••••••••••••••• 2,66) !,f)!I9 160 11. 12 

IOWA. 
Linn Co. (Oedu P .. picla) ........ &.21. lIW lS · h AS li · Polk Co. (Del Mo1aa.) •••••••••• 1,127 8S6 271 · -6 oJ. · Scot t Co. (Dnw '1'O'Z"t) •••••••••• 65) LT6 177 .. I~ ~ ~ · lioodblll7 Co. (61011l1 titT) ...... !lOS l" I.U · · 5 --.1.1 COGN ••••••• : ••••••••• )6l m 132 · A -L I:u> · 

IDlJISUIIl. 
I'1nt Jad. t>1a1.. (SIIreftport) .. .,~ 1.65 197 116 /JJJ I/dI ~ As 
PbGrtb .lad. Din. (IIonnMI) ..... 1.99 I6S 101. 30 .~ ell ~ IIlDltel1lt.h Jad. 1:1.1.. (Dat.on a.) )05 IIeI. 57 I. -7 I~ ~ 2 aall. court. ••••••••••••••••• sea 1.69 PI. 17 h i' 

II&IE. 
1 --.11 ooun •••••••••••••••••• lIe m 111 · J. ..ao J! · 

• 
KfCIIllUlI. 

Jorr1an Co. (&taton IIarbor) .... 1.1.) ))9 lCL · ~ IU -6 · Calbowl Co. (DatU, CPMk) ..... 506 )09 U7 - . /1.7 -
01 ..... Co. ('J.int) •••••••••••• n6 l'O 1106 · 1 e1 Z · ~ Co. U .... Dllh1) ••••••••••• lSI. 161 19) · 2 · "aekaOll 00. C.lackaoc) ••••••• .,.. 397 322 75 · -.16 · W-oo Co. (lalaauoo) ...... )66 108 1511 · ,a -It · lam Co. (Oram bp1c1a) ........ 7)6 "'7 "., · Jj ~ · Ra....., Co. (tut :lItrol1.) ...... 7$8 m 161, · · "uran Co. ( .... uroa) ........ Ln 18 · -1T .., ~ -
Oakla aj Co. ~ Poat.1ac ~ •••••••••• 1.m ~ w.L · ~ ~ ~ · ~ c.. Sac1DIM •••••••••• 1.02 12' 1" · · .... hte .... Co. (Am Arbor) ...... .- 155 11.) · ~ 

-n · __ Co. (Dltl"Cl1t) ............ L.T67 l,.29 t~~ · t; · 1'0 -u. ~ .•..•••...•••••• J,661 1,l2S - · 
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TIblI! I--CHILDREN'S CABS DJIPOIED or ay 111 COtlltTS IN I.N AND PZltCEMT CIIANOE FROM 1813 y--CCllltlnued 

OMI. d~ of iJl19SL ..... 111. .-..- ,.". 19S3 to 19SL 

o.pa-1lICI7 "',,§a]. Mal DI11aqo.nq 
DapeDf?nq 

... dal 
ANa .. _d Ii)'~W '-LIl DIUIIIp..nq Ud Ud 

_Ilect ~ .... _alact 
'~ 

KlUI¥IPf'I. 
mDdI Co. (tlacltIoa) •••••••••••• U2 lDe 1J. · .., 

~ d · 6S -:11 coUl"\.a •••••••••••••••• 1,098 1,"7 161 · 11>7 I · 
lIL.".a:>U1U • 

OraeDl Co. (SpriJlln.ald) ••••••• L)8 )f6 SJ 59 

~ ~ 
"L A 

.I...uoll Co. (I .... u C1t7) •••••• t,~) 1,911 1082 no ..u elO 
SL. Louie (C1t1) ••••••••••••••• 3,1t77 ',2Ll 829 807 h -ll 
St. looII1. Co. (Uah.rs1\7 C1\7) 1,260 6)9 )61 too /173 l1e 
Ul MIll c.:Nn. .............................. 1,752 l,Ll9 607 106 P5 11 

11)11' AlIA. 
1 aall 0MIJ"'t, ••••••••• ":. •••••• ,, l,tll) 1.28) . · -ll ..u - -

IIlIl'llI DAmTA. 
ftret .had. Illat. (hrl'l) ....... 166 552 221 13 ~ .& ~ -79 
1 ~ COJU'i,..e ............................. 13) 121 7 5 sf 

OHIO. 
IuUer Co. (8Ia:U\on) •••••••••• 1,))2 l,lTL 99 59 ~ 111 -2 

~ Clark Co. (Sprincn..ld) ........ 7~7 660 92 15 ·3 .~ Co:I1Wra Co. (Cl ..... laad) ....... 5,996 5.300 SOl 19S ..S -) 

P'ra.nkl11:1: Co. (Col.,.,..) •••••••• 1,193 613 391 129 -15 -21 -u 
IIud.ltoll Co. (C1De1DDat1) ...... 1,272 6,622 1108 2L2 /.2l 12< 16 
Lora1D Co. (141'81 ra). ••••••••••• 6~ 690 - -6 -6 . · z..cu Co. ('l'olf.do) ••••••••••••• 2,T2L 1,962 180 5e2 m ~)6 .J.5 

~ aahoa1Jlc Co. (IOIII.I!pt.oorD) ...... I,m 1,721. 15& 27 -6 -2 .~ 

anrt.rc-17 Co. (DITtou) •••••••• 2,7~7 2,2B3 337 ILl .¥, ~ ~ S1.aft Co. (C&Dt.on) ••••••••••••• 21.2 60 1)S !a7 ~ a-1t Co. (Akron) ••••••••••••• 2,209 1.960 20$ W. -lC elO ~ fl'wllbull Co. (Warretll) .......... 91.9 805 1)2 12 ,tJ.<; '}l ~ Sf -.1.l ecntr'\a •••••••••••••••• 10,672 B.ne l,2lL $La ~J ..e 

OELAH:»IA • 
M.a. Co. (fulaa) •••••••• "0 ••• 1 • .197 '31 1163 3 -6 ~ ..u !I 
3 aall COQI'\a ••••••••••••••••• 2Ll 122 121 · .. ~ 16 -

OI&Q)N. 
x.r. Co. (I:.lIpne) •• "' ••••••••••• 1,263 739 1.)0 l1L Z I-3e ~ 110 
Marl.oa Co. (Salaa) ••••••••••••• 66a lfl5 196 87 ~1 ~ aaJ.t~ Co. (PDrtl.&JJd) ••••••• L,227 t.L76 1,690 61 ~ .~ 

, -u. CO'IIJ"I;.e ••••••••••••••• v. l,UIo 2,595 780 102 133 1-9 

I't:a;ILUNll. 
All.","~ Co. (P1tt.abvsb) ..... 7,222 1a.69L ~.LSl 71 -5 -2 -9 IlS 
.. m Co. (!IrNIUJ>c) ............ 0)16 685 2U - ·13 ~2 -U · IIoDt..,...ry Co. ( .. rr1at.oomj .... ~ 59B 129 179 ~ 14 -lS -l! 
PbUa.Mlphia (C1t7 IIIId Co ••••• U,6LS 9,6)2 l,7ez 231 11~ r.c ~ 

IIII)IE ISI.AND. 
state (PNT1c!eDC8) ••••••••••• , .. 1,029 1,~~ 1lS 1.21 16 A2 -27 U 

aouT!I IlAIOTA. 
28 DIll court.l •••••••••••••••• 1,1.31 975 1U !as ~ .s ~l sf 

IIrAil. 
first Il1atr1et (op.,) ......... t,SJS 2.391. ILl - 06 

Z 
..u -

SeooDC! Ill.tnct (Salt LaIot C1t7) lI,o;1.B •• LoS 1L) · 16 -17 -
!Is1rd IlUtr1et (Prof'll) ......... I,OS7 1,1132 125 · ~ AS .. 
l .all courta ••••• eo •••••••••• .t l,3S3 1,172 18l G A ..1Q -

1fIEIIK) III • 
16 &&ll ccnart.a ••• ~ •••••• ., ••••• m 1L9 He · -6 ~ /l6 .. 

iIJlQIl ISUJIlS. 
! ~ CDUJ"'t.a. ••• eo ••••••••••• tn lOS 16 - . /I: !I · 

v;.sm:J[]'I'JI. 
I1ac Co. (Seattle) ••••••••••••• 5,1175 '.51) 676 6lI6 126 ~n A Il!> 
P1aroe Co. (Taoou) •••••••••••• 1,26!, 852 taL 108 Ie ~ 

_"7 ~ 
Saoha.ah Co. (!",,1't'tt) ........ illl 69L leo Yt 

~ ~ Bpokaat Co. (8poka.:a) •••••••••• 2.SSL • ,lTlt 163 U7 ~ . 
1at:1at. Co. (TakiAf) •••••••••••• 1,733 1.53e 127 68 ~~ ~ 
20 a.1l oo1ll't.l •••••••••••••••• 6,255 S,2l! TSO 167 J3 ..I! .3 

VEST VIRlll KIA. 
c.bell Co. (lIumu.,toa) ....... ~ SOP Ial6 U 82 "" -lO 

1z ~ '-ba Co. (O>arl .. toll) ....... 1,000 TO? )6 1ST ~ ~ W, IMl.l. C'~ •••••••••••••••• 3,081 1.763 l,OTS ILl 

UXSQ)KSIM. 
II11wll1kM Co. (1111_ ... ) ...... 7.873 '.657 617 m -3 G, ..e I1l 
1ac1De Co. (1ac1Dl:) ............ 1)6 S6 . · ~ . .. 
II -.1l oourt.c •••••••••••••••• I, sea 1,637 606 )3T &' A 001 ~ 

~ ID!I WPloL. ftII datoo lD tIda Ubl. IItIoa1d .. t be .. d to IIaka ~ariIODI baWtlD -w,t.t-. "lU'IIlac tile eneDt of drll1DquaDC7. 
$iitIDiii e_m1", ClftUlC'l' 111 an ll111hlch.al court" datoo rr.. om 71'" to UDt.hrIr .hooIld be UHcte4 to that 1IId1ridllal CDL~ • 
flit. "ell 1DcladrI. 0IIl.7 o~. far tibial> dat.a .,. pyaUlbll tor hotla 1'5' and 19SL. 

W 0I0art.e .. mac areu w1t1a JICI9'IlaUoII or 100,000 .. ., ... lIN li.ted .. penWl7. 'Mor1III "'" MI1.r c1t;p locat.ed 111 ncb ...... 
'!lIIrIn. "n1IIc _ .!tll 11 II "'an 100. COO popIlat1oll .,. IIIIbi8ad tor oacb State alid are ~I:tld a. • aall IDIU't.a.· 

1/ ... roeat. o.Ia&Dp DOt.....,..ta40 IOua t1pn tw U5) 1111 \1Iua SO. 
1/ ~ ..... 11 .. Ulan 0.5. 
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'hill. f--'I'UMD IN JUV&NU.I!: DI!:LrHQUZHCT CAIE8 AND Df HUUBER OF CHILDREN AGED 10-1'7 IN THE 
Vlm'ED ITATU: &eCO-IeH 

, .... 

lito •••••••••••••• 0 •• Jilt) 100 

leQ ••••••••••••••••• 111 Ii 

1.U ••••••••••••••••• 116 8T 

1.a. •••••••••••••••• lfl t8 

1."-•.••••.•••••.••• 1111 II 

1 ................... . lfl .2 
19t1. •••••••••••••••• 1611 D1 

1."' •............•.•• 111 .1 

1841 ................. .. 12T to 

1.U .............. ".G 118 .1 

1.10 ••••••••••••••••• !to 81 

lIIl ••••••••• II ••••••• !til II 

1 .. l. •••••••••••••••• 1M .6 

Ull. •••••••••••••••• liT " 
J.II.£ ................. .. 118 102 

~ .... tor lvil-6& ba.eeI 01> ....... cl1.po.K or ..,. .3 eollrt ••• "lac abou~ 21 pe ...... t of thlI ohild popalaUoD 
Of til_ lbd~..s 8t&te., u.= tor pnrt'1ou. 7 .... tor ..... 80IIrte •• t1lla_ b7 tIlo Ch1Ur ... • .......... 

W ~ •• eeI .... da~ r .......... 11 or tho C .... II •• II.&' Dep&rWo .. t or ec-.... (eu......,t Pof'GlaUaa Report •• 
.. n.e • .... U • .... 118 &lid 121.). 

Table 5--TREND IN DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT CASES AND IN NVWBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE 
IN THE UNITED STATES: le46-11154 

lillie (~8U • 100) 

~"""",,-s1"."." ~ 

lHa.. ••••••••••••••• 100 100 

INT •••••••••••••••• loa 1041 

1 ........... 0 ••••••• 101 lOT 

u"' ..•..•.•.. o.o ••• .7 110 

1110 •••••••• 0 ••••••• n lU 

UI1 •••••••••••••••• It U8 

lJII. ••••••••• oo •••• " 110 

, ................... . 101 lU 

1116. ••••••••••••••• 101 lit 

KIa_ ler lll1-H •• Id aa ...... 41 ........ • , .., ., -na -mac ..... , 10 pen.' or "' ... U. JIOPlIlaUoa 
at "'. 1Ia1_ ... , .. , ...... tor prm .... ,..,.. f.r ..... ....no .. ~w.'eeI ..,. 'hI CbUc1 .. • ........... 

&W .......... rr.. ....... <at ... C_'. II." 0.-' .t 0...,." (o.nwt ~Il". a.,on. • 
... ,1 ........... N allll 11l~ • 
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