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Note: Examination of the 1855 data shows no important change
in observations or conclusions from the 1954 data, This report,
therefore, merely modifies the Children’s Bureau Statistical
Series No. 31, Juvenile Court Statistics, 1954, to incorporate
the 1855 data.
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JUVENILE CQURT STATISTICS, 1955

HIGHLIGHTS

Delinquency cases

Recent increases.....

ment....@...".ﬂ'..

sex ratio.ﬂ..'...l....

Differential rates.....

Manner of handling....

Other cases

9% increase in 1955 over 1854--

the 7th consecutive year of increase;
70% overall increase since 1948;
Child population increase only 16%
since 1848.

In 1955, roughly 2% of children aged
10 through 17 invclved in delinquency
cases in U. S.

Delinquency cases in court primarily
a boys’ problem;
Boys outnumber girls 5 to 1.

Rates of court delinquency cases
vary directly with size of area
served by court;

Rates for courts serving 100, 000

or more population more than double
those of courts serving under 100, 000
population.

Over half of delinquency cases disposed
of unofficially--without filing
petition for formal hearing.

19% of the court cases were
dependency and neglect cases;

5% were cases of adoption, custody,
consent to marry and other

‘gpecial proceedings. ”’
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES

Juvenile delinquency as defined in most juvenile court statutes
is the violation of a law or municipal ordinance by persons of juvenile
- court age, or conduct on the part of such persons so seriously antisocial
as to interfere with the rights of others or menace the welfare of the
delinquent himself or of the community. This broad definition of delin-
quency includes conduct such as ungovernable behavior and running
away -- conduct labeled ‘‘delinquency’’ but not generally considered a
violation of law when committed by an adult. Consequently, the acts
which result in bringing a child before the court may range from trivial
to serious misbehavior,

This report includes cases of juvenile delinquency -- alléged as
well as adjudged -- handled by the courts. Not included in these statis-
tics are the many children who presented similar conduct prdblems but who
were either not apprehended or were dealt with by the police, social
agencies, schools, or youth-serving agencies without referral to court.

Delinguency cases, 1855 1/

A total of 324, 369 juvenile delinquency cases disposed of during
1955 were reported by 1, 549 courts located in 41 States ( see table 1).
One hundred eighty-seven of these were large courts (serving areas with

populations of 100, 000 or more) and 1,362 were small courts (serving

1/ Data are collected annually on a calendar-year basis.
-1~
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areas with less than 190, 000 population). These large courts disposed
of 76 percent of the total delinquency cases reported to the Children’s
Bureau. The totals considered in this report are therefore heavily in-
fluenced by these large courts.

The number of courts for which data are transmitted to the
Children’s Bureau varies each year. The 1,549 courts on which this report
is based were located in 41 States. About 66 percent of the child popu-
lation of the United States was included in the courts’ jurisdictions.
These courts submitted reports that included cases disposed of both
officially and unofficially.2/ An additional 127 courts reported in 1955
on official cases only. Their reports (see table 2) are considered
incomplete for the purposes of this report and are not included in
the analysis of the data.

Over half (51 percent) of the delinquency cases reported by the
1, 549 courts were handled unofficially, Wide differences in the methods
of handling cases were found among courts in various States and even

among courts in the same State. For example, in Ohio, all reporting

2/Official cases are those adjudicated by the judge or referee after

~ the filing of a petition, complaint, or other legal paper used to
initiate court action. Unofficial cases are those where no petition
or legal paper is filed and where the case is adjusted by the judge,
referee, probation officer or other officer of the court after con-
ference at the point of intake or after social study and investiga-
tion.

-2 -
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courts, combined, disposed of 33 percent of their delinquency cases of-
ficially; in Washington, 55 percent; and in Pennsylvania, 75 percent.
Within Washington, one court (Yaldma County) disposed of 9 percent of
its delinquency cases officially while another court (Snohomish County)
disposed of 86 percent of its delinquency cases officially. There Seems
to be no consistent pattern regarding the methods of handling cases,
either by region or by size of cburt. Rather, the procedure for
handling cases rests heavily on individual court practices, the phi-
losophy of the judge, and the size of staff. 3/

Boys’ cases outnumbered girls’ cases in the ratio of about 5 to
1. One reason for the greater number of boys’ cases may be the greater
freedom permitted to boys so that they are more likely to become in-
volved in infractions of the law. Boys are outwardly aggressive more
than girls, and this aggressiveness sometimes results in overt delin-
quent acts. Also, it may be that boys tend more to associate in groups,
and delinguent behavior may stem from misdirected gang activities,

The data for 1955 for the courts reporting indicate that rates
of delinquency court cases are higher in large urban areas than in less
populated areas. The rate for courts serving areas of 100,000 or more

population was more than double that of courts serving areas of less

3/ For a discussion of policy considerations in the unofficial dispo-
= sition of cases see ‘‘Standards for Specialized Courts Dealing with
Children’’, Children’s Bureau Pub, No. 346, pages 43-45,

-3
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than 100, 000 population. Table A below shows the relationship between

the size of the area and the rate of delinquency cases handled.

Table A--Rates of delinquency cases by size of area served by court: 1955
Ll

Total population served Population /! Delinquency| Rate per 1,000
by court 10-17 years— cases population
10-17 years

100, 000 and over (187 courts) | 7,060,613 247,808 35.1
50, 000 to 99,999 (190 courts)| 1,565, 747 33,748 21.6
20, 000 to 49,999 (499 courts)] 2, 141, 087 31,872 14.9
10, 000 to 18, 899 (394 courts) 817,359 8,500 10.4
5, 000 to 9,999 (192 courts) 207,578 2,116 10.2
Under 5,000 (87 courts) 40,651 225 5.5

a/ Population figures based on 1950 Census.

Changes in delinquency cases, 1954-1955

The total number of delinquency cases disposed of increased by 9
percent be'tween 19854 and 1955. This comparison is based on data from
987 courts that reported on delinquency cases for both years (see table
3).

The small courts,in addition to having lower rates of delinquency
cases, also show a lower percentage increase than the large courts,

For both the large and the small courts, the incirease was more
marked for cases disposed of unofficially than for cases disposed of

officially.
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The percentage increase in girls’ cases between 1854 and 1855

was almost as large (7 percent) as for boys’ (8 percent)., Most of the

increase in the girls’ cases occurred in those handled officially in the

large courts, as shown in table B below.

Table B--Percent change in delinquency cases, by sex and type of disposi-

. tion: 1954 to 1955
Percent change from 1954 to 1955
Total Official Unofficial
- w oA N n o“ n o«
T 2 z|2 82|28 ¢ %
= Mm@ O = m O B A O
All courts (987)-=~-- +9 +9 +7 | +8 48 +7 [+10 +10 46
0 111 courts serving

areas with populations of

100, 000 or more---~--- +10 +10 +8 [ 489 +9 49 | +10 +11 47
- 876 courts serving areas

with populations of less

than 100, 000--emcoecan" +6 +7 +2 | +4 45 a/ | +8 49 43

a/Less than 0.5 percent.

All of these changes between 19564 and 1955 represent the combined

increase for a group of courts. They do not show variations between in-

dividual courts. For example, although the overall increase in delin-

quency cases for the group of 111 large courts was 10 percent, 33 of these

courts had decreases, and 78 had increases.
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Trends in delinquency cases, 1940-1955

The general trend in delinquency cases during the period 1840 to
1955 was upward during World War II to a peak in 1845, and downward in
the three years after that war. Beginning in 1949, however, the down-
ward trend was reversed and has continued upward each year through 1955.
By 1955, the level was 70 percent highefx; than in 1948 and exceeded the

previous high noted during World War II. (See chart). It is estimated

JUVENILE COURT DELINQUENCY CASES ARE RISING

index
{1940 100)

-

200 +

® 0-

1§

160

1

140

juvenile curt delinquency cases
120 +

-
v/

child population of U, 8, (10-17 years of age)

100-' .

80 +
04— ——
1940 1942 1044 1848 1048 1950 1062 1054 1856
(see table 4 and its footnotes)
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that in 1855 roughly 2 percent of the child population between the

ages of 10 through 17 came to the attention of juvenile courts in
the country because of delinquent behavior, 4/

The rise in delinquency cases cannot be explained in terms of
population growth alone. For example, the 70 percent increase in court
cases between 1948 and 1955 compares with a rise of only 16 percent
during the same period in the child population 10 through 17 years of
age in the country.

The trend data are based on reports from 383 courts that have
been able to supply the necessary comparable statistical data to the
Children’s Bureau over a period of years. These courts are not neces-
sarily representative of all courts in the country. They include within
their jurisdictions, however, a sizeable proportion of all children in’
the United States (21 percent). We believe the chances are fairly googd
that this degree of coverage will provide data that indicate the true
direction although not the exact extent of change in delinquency cases

in the country.

ﬁ/ Children in the age group 10 through 17 are used as a base for com-
puting the percentage, although the estimate of juvenile delinquency
cases includes a small number of children under 10 and over 17 years
of age.

-7

T e e .
NI I e s rhim i e et S bl e i o S e g e s e e o e am



il I

-— e

- A t 9 s SR e} 8. =SS SERR R L . e s ptavar et L el .

DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT CASES

Most juvenile courts by statute have jurisdiction over actions in-
volving dependent and neglected children as well as those involving |
delinquent children. S8uch jurisdiction is based on the principle that
the state has a responsibility for the protection of these children.
| Unlike the delinquent child who is brought to the attention of the
court because of his antisocial behavior, the dependent or neglected
child is usually referred because of some form of neglect or inadsquate
care on the part of his parents or guardian (1. e., lack of adequate care
or support resulting from the death, absence, or physical or mental in-
capacity of the parents, abandonment or-desertion, abuse or cruel treat-
ment, improper or inadeguate conditions in the home).

Dependency and neglect cases, 1955

Of the total children’s cases reported by the courts in 1855,
about 80,000, or 19 percent, were dependency and neglect cases, Of
these, 64 percent were handled by official action and the remainder
unofficially (see table 1). The larger proportion of dependency and
neglect cases handled officially as compared with delinquency cases may
result from the fact that courts more frequently see these cases as re-
quiring a change in the legal relationship between the parent and the child.
| Rates of dependency and neglect cases, like rates of delinquency
cases, are higher in large urban areas than in less populated ones.

This difference is shown in table C.
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Table C--Rates of dependency and neglect cases, by size of area served
by court: 1855

T
Total population served Population Dependency | Rate per 1,000
by court under 18 and neglect | population under
years a/ cases 18 years

100, 000 and over (168 courts) |18, 095,847 61,812 3.2
50, 000 to 99,999 (176 courts)| 3,888,292 8, 293 2.1
20, 000 to 49,999 {472 courts)| 5,240,422 7,383 1.4
10, 000 to 19,999 (388 courts)| 2,017,810 1,991 1.0

5, 000 to 9, 899 (186 courts) 494, 125 303 0.6

Under 5,000 (86 courts) 100, 073 58 0.6

a/ Population figures based on 1950 Census.

Changes in dependency and neglect cases, 1954-1955

The total number of dependency and neglect cases disposed of by
large and small courts combined increased 3 percent between 1854 and
1955, The small courts increased their handling of dependency and
neglect cases (7 percent), with a particularly high increase in those
disposed of unofficially (13 percent). For the large courts, there

was only a slight increase (1 percent) in dependency and neglect cases,

SPECIAL PROCEEDINGS

In addition to delinquency and dependency or neglect, children
are referred to juvenile courts for other reasons, which are generally
termed ‘‘special proceedings.’’ Special proceedings include adoption,
commitment of mentally defective children, material witnesses, applica-

tion for consent to marry or enlist in the armed forces, determination

-9 -
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of custody or guardianship of a child, and permission to hospitals for
the performance of an operation on children.

Of all the children’s cases reported by the courts in 1955,
only 22,417 or 5 percent, were special proceedings (see table 1),

Special proceedings cases also increased, by 6 percent, from 1954

to 1855,

LIMITATIONS OF JUVENILE COURT STATISTICS

The number of children’s cases handled by juvenile courts is
-affected by several factors. The age of children and the types of cases
over which courts have jurisdiction are established by State law and
often are different for courts in different States and sometimes for
courts within the same State, This affects the number of cases re-

- ported and, consequently, thg comparability of the reports from the
various courts. (To assist in the interpretation =f the statistics, the
ages under which the courts have original jurisdiction are shown in
table 1).

The number of children’s cases reported by different courts
is greatly influenced also by variations in the organization and scope
of other agency services in the different communities. Many communities
have established agencies such as a juvenile division of the police de-
partment that adjust many cases or refer them to other community

agencies rather than to the juvenile courts. In some communities the

- 10 -
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juvenile court is the only agency available to provide services to
children. In others, there are well-established programs of social
services for children; in these, the juvenile court is only one of the
many agencies dealing with children and is frequently used only when
its authority as a judicial agency is needed.

Furthermore, whether a child comes to the attention of the
court is influenced by community or parental attitudes toward a
child’s behavior, and these attitudes vary from place to place.

Because of these and other limitations (many of which are
not statistically assessable), juvenile court statistics, when taken
by themselves, cannot measure the full extent of either delinquency,
dependency or neglect. In regard to the extent of such problems,
they may be particularly misleading when used to make compari-
sons between one community and another, They do, however,
indicate how frequently one important community resource, the

juvenile court, is utilized for dealing with such cases.

IMPROVEMENT IN JUVENILE COURT STATISTICS

As has been pointed out, the juvenile court data here discussed
are based on reports received from courts that are able and willing to
provide the requested facts., These courts are not necessarily repre-

sentative of the country as a whole; consequently the reliability of

- 11 -




estimates based upon their figures cannot be determined. In an effort

to ovezicome this limitation the Children’s Bureau requested data for
1955 from a national sample of 502 courts. The sainple (designed with
technical assistance from the Bureau of the Census) is representative
of the country as a whole, having been selected according to such
factors as the geographical location of the areas served, their popu-
lation density, economy, and racial composition. Data from the
sample of courts will provide national estimates with a known and
greater degree of reliability.

Some data for 1855--the first year of the sample plan--have
been received from 83 percent of the sample courts. It seems likely

that next year the Children’s Bureau will be able to release data

from the sample courts.

Once the sample plan is fully established, we will have avail-
able an efficient mechanism for collecting reliable national information
not only on trends in juvenile court cases but also on other phases of
juvenile court work, as for example, reasons for referral of children

to the court, types of services rendered, and disposition of cases.

- 12 <
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Table 1.-NUMBER OF DELINQUENCY, DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT, AND SPECIAL PROCEEDINGS CASES DISPOSED OF
OFFICIALLY AND UNOFFICIALLY BY 1,849 COURTS, 1955 a/
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Table 1--NUMBER OF DELINQUENCY, DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT, AND BPECIAL PROCEEDINGS CASES DISPOSED OF
OFFICIALLY AND UNOFFICIALLY BY 1,549 COURTS, 1955 a/--Continued
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which Total
all -
dres mrved by court b/ owrt et |oms | mewd forrsera] B ot orsewa ] e rowa Joerewa |
Jurisdiction
I0MA:
Mack Havk Co. (Waterloo)eeseanss 18 a7 ws [} a 72 &% 3 - - -
Una Co. io-du Rapida)seeescscae 18 L9 393 80 n3 18 38 - - -
Folk Co. (D8 MOLnes)esesecsssssce 18 1,259 989 275 Tk 270 179 N - - -
Scott Cos (DEvanport)esescecseess 18 677 L98 X hél 179 53 126 - - -
MWoodbury Co. (Sioux City)esssesss 18 961 350 in 29 ST 152 a9 - - -
57 mall COUrtdrecocssorarensesee 18 1,923 1,387 5% 846 $36 335 201 - - -
LA¥SASY
Sedgwick Co. (\nchiu)........... 16 1,32 1,162 581 581 159 158 1 - - -
Shavoes Co. (Fopeim)essesee 16 120 7h 55 1% Lé n 9 - - -
Wyandotts Co, {Kanses City)eseses 16 672 Lo 173 287 a2 ns o o - -
97 eat)l €ourtissensseorsserssone 16 1,326 1,08} 365 s 22 W7 9s - - -
10UTSIARAS
Caddo Parish (Sirvveport)esessese 17 83 28 222 206 n2 238 7L 9% 78 16
K. Buton Rougs Perish (Baton Rouge 17 1,708 an 563 8 792 330 L6 105 105 -
Orlsans Parish (lsw Orlsans)esess 17 2,230 1,2 968 M 555 L93 6) » b3l =
2 mmall CourtSesssssssensanccnee 17 2,890 1,ns 613 1,045 882 516 306 290 u7 153
BLINE 3
6 small B0UMtSececorressorocssene 17 210 n7 1% 263 8 8 - 9 9 -
MARYLAND;
Baltimore (City)esssscsessecossen 16 k,83) 3,379 2,119 €00 | 1,LksS 3,148 - 9 9 -
Montgousry Cos (Silwar Spring)ees 18 2,182 1, 1,290 30 386 306 % 176 176 -
Princs Gaorge's Co, (Hyattsville) { &/ 18 803 610 560 noe 133 133 - - - -
b meall courtBescsvsosseancoseans 18 223 128 125 3 95 95 - - - »
MASSACRUSZTTS:
Postotiesesesserssssesnessensesse
Boston (Cantral Section)esseces 17 880 8% 8% - ¢/ o/ o/ - . -
Brightonsssssensscssconssosrers 17 109 109 101 8 e o &/ - - -
Charlestotessesssocosonsensesss 17 10 o h? 52 !/ .J :/ - - -
Dorchestoressecseesernnssassans 17 261 267 267 - 1) A DA - - -
Kast BootoNessseseeasnciosseene 17 287 287 nuz 175 of e A - - -
BPOXbCIY seascosecennessrssensoes 17 573 51 513 - &/ !/ !/ - - -
South BostoBecescessasrssssrssy 17 100 100 100 - ¢/ &/ o - - -
b &ltmﬂmuuu.nounuu' 17 a1 ah 12 102 !/ !/ 9_/ - - -
ISTRI
Horcestsr, Csnt. (Worcestor)ess 17 hé& hé2 282 8% !/ _._/ _../ - - -
17 387 357 266 n e o ] - - -
17 5 x5 207 103 &/ 2 A - - -
17 1us pr I 3 2 e/] ) A - - -
17 129 129 127 2 h s/ e/ - - -
AR A - I B
- [ ] [ ) L) - - -
Scuthers Eesx (Lym)esesesecss | 17 176 18| aré R, 7/ VA - -
Springfiold (Springfisld)eccess 17 3 3h3 298 ks o/ Y4 o/ - - -
Bristal, Ind (m ?-uwu)..s.. }; gg gg :z.gc’: ” !j :_4 gj - - -
B. Mddisaex m .o - @ [) () - - -
g “"Ql-o-ooonou--oluuo 1 3.?92 3.!‘92 !.T!J ” y !/ !/ - - -
HTCATOAN
Borrien Co. a7 %05 3% 13 (2] ns 10 -1 - - -
Calhown Co. 17 or2 ﬁ 1k0 1Y ns L33 b1 ] - - -
[~ ) 00.( 11 gg ISJ tg i ?;) % - - « -
Co. T ; - - - -
Iacenc €] 1 833 99 % 809 3 32 1 - - -
Dalmsco Co. (Ealainseo)es 17 wm ny ” 125 175 10 208 - - -
Bt Cos (Ormnd Repdds)eese 117 €0 She 33 10 m mne - - - -
Moccub Co, (Bawt Detroit)es 17 873 €93 s ﬁg 180 180 - - - -
Varkngon Co, (| 17 55 =0 ® [ 2 s - - -
Cakland Co. éhﬁ“ PYITTI TP YT Y Y 11 1,72 l.n’ (113 188 b9 285 203 - - -
Baginaw Co, (BaIintar)ecesssnsvene 37 h26 Th 03 n i52 4 4) d - L]
Yarms Cor Frborrsiwbentoserod IR Wit | sial e | 3| nee 150 2 - - -
—H-Moc.:::::::::::::: 17 ’.&6 !:m 1:,;6 952 1]” ak % - - -
18 1y s 13 - 19 19 - - ° -
18 8,120 1,253 13 2] o5k £33 m 2 - - -
17 »1 96 @ 3% ) 52 2 a? hr -
dee 17 2,668 1L,m @] 1,0 b 13 EQ boo 500 -
polmte Glbsmniite | 0 | BR | M| | M| B B = | m| =]
) e .
111 sl ......:ou-n.: 7 !:670 1.“ xgm » 83 N [ 1] [ [ 3 -
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Table 1-.-NUMBER OF DELINQUENCY, DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT, AND SPECIAL PROCEEDINGS CASES DISPOSED OF
OFFICIALLY AND UNOFFICIALLY BY 1,549 COURTS, 1955 a/--Contlnued

g,‘,‘;, Delinquency cases Depondency and reglect Spacisl mroocesdinge
which ,:lt;l cases
dres sarvd by court b/ Corieina | cams | totad | orrsesad {7 towd | orrsetar | 20e  itowd Joresesad |gprona
Jurisdiction
MOMTANL:
2 s821) COUTtBssssesssnccnsscns 18 2,272 | 2,212 109 | 2,163 - - - - - -
WY LAMPRHIRE:
11 gmall courtSecesscessssscces 18 bi¢] 15) 105 Ls 25 25 - - - -
) 130 Gou ( ) 18 3,695 | 3,695 126 | 2,969
Bernalille Co. (Albuquaraus)ess » ’ » - - - - - -
2€ #mal) courtBecesessnsaronnse 18 b,sn | 4,5 1,176 3,395 - - - - - -
YW YORKs
Erie Co. (Buffalo)esciesssscscs 16 1,668 726 &L 82 281 911 - n n -
Honros Co. {Rochestar)eececeass 16 1,079 525 0 215 Loy 357 L7 | 150 piN} [
Mazssu Co, (Hempstead)esseseses 16 1,839 857 L& 393 832 246 585 | 150 H w5
Nov Tork (City)eeesevveseoscose 16 13,615 | 8,825 7,59 835 | k,k22 2,155 1,667 368 368 -
¥iagara Co. {Niagara Palla)eses 16 456 159 136 23 293 2% 3y L kb -
Ceondago Cos (Byracuse)ssescess 16 1,108 Lso 370 80 L35 b33 104 22) 223 -
Orange Co, (Newburgh)eessssssos 16 2 97 n - ny 17 - - - -
Rensselesr Coo (Troy)eseeracoss 16 227 96 57 39 120 120 - 1 - u
tady Cos (S5ch tady)ee 16 k85 10 87 23 322 179 43 $3 15 38
Saffalk Cos (I51iP)esess 16 kol 197 180 17 155 155 - 52 2 3
Yestchestar Co, (Yonlars 16 1,362 726 368 358 S8 S8L - 52 52 -
7 a2l COUrtdesscsessarccasase 16 1,238 509 247 2682 659 k25 23 70 18 ]
WOHTH CAROLINAG
Bancombe Co, (Ampeville)esssess 16 mn 162 120 k2 37 37 - T T -
Durbam Co, (DUrhar)eesnessseens 16 27 221 5] 19 29 27 2 2k 23 b
Parsyth Co. (WinstoneSalem).ese 16 28 258 155 63 210 178 32 50 U 16
Cuilford Co, (Oreensboro)esesss 16 926 L&y 29 250 245 193 52 a2 18 -]
Mocklsnburg Co. (Charlotts).ees 16 82k Loé 278 128 199 L9 0| a5y 128 N
Maks Co. (Raleigh)esesesccesess 16 528 24,0 167 7 1% k 12| 272 269 3
99 #nal) COUr*Boresensevsasnrne 16 2,83k | 1,968 1,863 105 aé &o 6| 250 250 -
SORTH DAKOTAt
First Jodicial Dist, (Parec).ss 18 685 521 337 18, 93 [ 27 n Ll 1
1 meall cOUPbesevsvresescssaser 18 pINS 105 16 89 £ v 19 10 [ 2
0410¢ !
Butler Co, (Hamilton)eess 18 1,355 { 1,1% 2] 553 102 102 - 9 95 b
Clark Co, {Springfisld), 18 833 738 13L &Y 85 8 1 10 10 -
Cuyahops Co. (Cleveland) 18 6,553 | 5,939 1,805} L,k k5o (A% 3] & 164 -
rnnum Co. {Columbus),,. 18 1,265 709 2T u32 s 339 %1 121 m 10
Haxilton Co, (Cinciznatd)eees 18 &,9L3 | 6,245 300! 5,8L5 S22 15 7 216 132 A
Lorain Co. (Lorain)esevvesseoss 18 585 581 19 Lé2 3 1 2 1 - 1
Loces Co. {T018d0)ecsesssevascs 18 ,580 | 2,963 1,58 | 1,379 n 113 26 b 5% b e
Fehoaing Co. (Yomgatovn)eeesee 18 1,870 } 1,65 165 ] 1,L8% 200 12k 76 20 n 9
Moa tgoanry Cos (Dayton)sescesee 18 3,278 | 2,773 L3¢ 2,33 357 pio8 6 U8 pyin b
Stark Co, (Canton)esessaisecess 18 242 82 82 - 128 128 - » 32 -
aadt Co, (AkTOR)esocevnsssson 18 2,037 1 2,518 81} 2,k37 27 276 ? W 51 -
Proabull Cos (Harrsn)essesssess 18 901 7% L L6 127 120 1 b b1 -
69 mall cOUTtSessucesessivicnn 18 12,006 {10,037 5,910 k327 | 1,38 1,257 Nl as k89 16
 Co, ) o/ 16 IR
Oklahoma Co, (Oklaboms City)ees c/ 16, 18 1,309 | 1,050 1?2 105 7 137 10
Talez Cos (Tulsa)essesecsccanss 1,679 | 1,286 308 o8 k15 189 226 [ 2 é
T amal) courtlenses v e/ 16, 18 9% 119 9 28 173 pIY.] 43 2 ? -
CRIGON
vux- Cos ('mm)o-.o-..o--onhu 10 1,275 n7 11 676 326 m &5 1& 35 m
Marico Co. (Salom)issasrsacanse 18 837 5 399 119 180 93 87 43 n [+]
Mol tnosah Co, (Portland)esesoee 18 4,866 | 2,760 1,092 1,688 [1,996 [0 3,136 [ ) %0 -
15 meel) cotriBeccsscsavsovenss 18 &pwb 3.609 1.?“’ 2"&9 &8 hoo [91.] 27 aQ 166
PRWHSYLVANLLs
Alleghany Co, (H“lm)-..on 18 7.016 k,703 3,117 1.96 2,251 1,0&5 1,203 [ & -
Ieavar Co, uiquipgl).....-.... 18 308 22 ¢ 17 155 16 16 - - - -
Burks Co, . 18 60 53 s hy 150 n ” b ] 3 -
Wair Co, (Alvooma)es 18 »m 293 o, b1 66 17 1] 32 18 26
Bocks Co. (Bristal),. 18 53l 336 180 186 17 l.gz 75 ¥ 1Y 6
egtar Co, (West Chonter) 18 [208 s 0 203 10 3% - - -
Dalavars Co, (Qeester) 18 093 [N [%-1 20 0"y 229 - - - -
Eris Cos (Xrin)eseses 18 3 eli3 & 179 a0 29 7 - - -
Feysite Co. (miontonn 18 wr 350 155 195 1 7 - - - -
Lao, Cos (Scranton 18 287 280 238 42 ] 7 - - - -
lohigh Co, (dllsntown)eees 18 Mo e3 16 ] 1hé 9 53 12 6 [
lasorme fo, (wm---&m)..... 18 Y & 26 - S 1) - - - -
Yorcer Co, (Maron)secsessssnse 18 168 10 80 p ) [-Y b - - ™
Noutgomry Co, (Norristown)eese 18 1,768 | 1,203 602 [0} 165 10 198 - - -
Borthhaspton Co. (dethlshom)ees 18 , a1 3o 85 203 L] (] b 23 10 3
iladelphis (Clty and Cos)eveo 18 12,9% {10,581 10,145 A6 11,906 1,50 386 | bi2 208 280
Schuylkill Cos (Pottaville)eses 13 27 526 25 a1 396 296 w00 s [4 -
Masbington Co, (Washington)eess 18 2 259 186 ”n Y o - - - o
UYsptmoreland Co, (Mew Esneington) 18 ) ns 16 239 2% & [} [ ] -
York Cos (York)escnssessascsass 18 .4 kT3 1nu7r b 173 b1 b ) - - - -
18 bbY 03 125 s pIN [} [ - . -

5 ]} 0ourtlcssesssrcsissssces

.o -y
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Table 1.-NUMBER OF DELINQUENCY, DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT, AND SPECIAL PROCEEDINGS CASES DISPOSED OF

‘ OFFICIALLY AND UNOFFICIALLY BY 1,549 COURTS, 1955 5/--Conunued
xr Deliaquency cases Depsndancy ead meglect Speolal mrocoedings
wick Total cams
Arva mrwed by sowrt B/ bowtbar | e | tew |oerserna] B mewy Joerserss | = eewy |orriesa | e
“mﬁ‘ ofricial official It tictial
ERCLE ISLAMD:
Btate (mm)IOQDIOD..IIIOD 18 :.“9 1)5” 1)” 26k 105 15 - »e b2 LJ
SOUTY CAROLINA:
e o s | B [ ME W OB B TR M%) OB %
§ mull 00wrtsseeniessersesrssns | 18 %3 | 55| w7|  wsf ar Y 16 | (*
SOUB DAXDTAE
k9 omall esartscecsssesssescsses 18 1,970 1,185 as 1,139 18 .43 34 100 &% 16
17, 18 2,0k 2,3k &0 1,634 b [] [ © - -
i// LA TR T BT 26| 38 é '-é J‘f - - -
vanas | aes | 2,90 38| 2,56 s 3 S 11,1k 988 156
2/ 17, 18 !.09 2,082 T2 1.,79 B’/ %/ ;!é, - - o
g/ 17, 18 3,418 2,11 836 1,895 IA 349 5 - L4 s
!/ 17, 18 g62 262 n 251 g/ 9_/ !/ ° - -
Vans |ose | o | as ) ) R : -
yinas | ows | s 39 . 4 Y . .
Wolsnoaz Ocs (M)nnolu-.u-loJo y 11, 18 ”6 1'57 né 3 ;6 2 &
Desces Co, (Corpus hristi)ecsec | g/ 17, 18 4 73] 1 2 2 - ? 2 -
Zarruat Co. (Fart Worth)essesses g/ 17, 18 3117 2,819 128 1,61} 1,298 126 1,172 - - -
Travis Co. (Anatin)ecsensessoses !/ 17, 18 1,185 $07 (] 3T pYY.} 226 205 20k -
133 mmal) S0Urtbessssessssescsce !/ YN 18 k.& ’3863 13165 zp$° sk 9 163 4} 17 8
- [/ 7):¢
Piret District (Ogden)esssescers 18 2,62 | 2,51 I Lén g0 120 83 »n - - -
Swcend Distrist (Salt latm City) 18 §,387 | h,198 3,608 590 189 122 & - - -
®ird Dist-tot (Provo)e 18 2,057 | 1,96k 1,203 761 9 n 6 - - -
3 smel) eOErtBesscecnrcacs 18 1,23 1,13 887 243 108 124 [ 1] - - -
VERDET
16 sual)l 0GECtBessnsssrsnscassas 16 20 160 160 - 260 260 - - - -
VIBODEIas
‘ Aringhon Coroureneserrossrnnres | 18 o2 | 15| 1% - = 52 -l & 5 -
Fairfax Coo (Palls Qursk)ecseso 18 n 197 197 - n n - 3 3 -
Baxfalk (CL% ) vassssscnssrsesese 1) 1,647 1,070 2,070 - §00 boo - n i b
103 small 00nriSacesssecscssisne 18 10,340 8,32 TN 3,053 ] 1,29 1,100 208 ©? a9 8
WASITHO YOS
n.l( Co. (blﬁul)ocuo 28 6,679 5,362 Jp”) 1,&29 628 m m &9 652 b4
Plaros Cos (Tuoama)esss 18 1,034 01 255 k52 169 k4] S| 158 150 ]
Sechomis Co. (Ewrets) L] 232 706 €07 99 184 158 26 k2 39 3
Coe (Spolmns)es 18 2,k 2,166 1,255 b oS 26 135 m & -
Tukizma Coo (Yakime)eo 18 1,636 1,472 1)y 1,3 106 » 68 59 86 3
| ePeriseceves as 6,130 5,002 2,688 3,11 Thé o2 346 180 161 13
WES? VIROINIA:
Catall Ces (Hvatingdem)esesscsce 18 17 b 5% 308 » n n - g5 $5 -
Kanswtis Coe (harlovtam)esesssss 18 652 [+1] 32k 184 50 50 [ Y 8k -
23 @)} oourtssesssssscesassece 18 kya 3N 1,2 P65 | 1,306 59 nw 638 8 7
WISCORSIN s
Dean Ceu (Kadisom)ovscassessrons 18 1,986 | 1,035 hS 70 575 kY 426 76 & 7
Wissukee Co, (Rilwauiea) 18 1,151 | 4,k07 2,725 3,682 853 £31% 32| b6 a
Bacine Cos. (hun).. 18 51 35 22 4 2 - L - =
Q SO iBesnanssasasasvore 13 hp“1 E,W 13”5 .Y 101-16 143 .3 5& 3 »

y E.gum.a Bio data dn Wis tadle adould mot bs woed €0 meie comparisons betmses comasnitist reganding the extsmt of delinguanay.
150l semesraing shanges in on mdividusl oourt's dats from ois year to amother should be directsd to ihst individeal sowrt,

) Oeerts sarvisg aress with populatien of 100,000 or more am listed separctely, ehowing the chisf city lecatsd iz sach erse,
Osurts sorviag arecs with lass than 100,000 poprliation 819 evabimsd for eash State sad are presented se “mmll ovmrin.”

g/ e 550 vader whisk ssert has erigisal jurisdlotien is differsat for bays a4 girls, B age for beys tppeare first,
4/ Data for Primes Ocorge’s County, Harylsad arv fer perisi Septeniny 1, 195 Grewgh Deptember 3, 1955,
g/ Bo repert m dapendemcy and pegloot casede

‘ | -16 -
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’ Table 3--NUMBER OF DELINQUENCY, DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT, AND SPECIAL PROCEEDINGS CASES ED
OFFICIALLY ONLY BY 127 COURTS, 1855 a/ ' DIEPOSED OF

Age
wader 0ffielinl cgoer only
whioh
Area asrved by sowrt b/ sourt has DI PTREY Speolel
original fotal Delinquensy end proscedings
Jurisdiotion noglect
10%A»
37 @mal) esuTblevesvassovacsssnese 18 (13 874 188 -
. V4431
1 mmall eurticsesssncsscancsocnse 17 & 33 7 -
YARTLAND:
Axne Aruzdel Coe (Annapolis)eieeee 18 333 81 82 -
FEERAX A
Douglas 0o, (OmADA)essesseresannes 18 209 106 198 [
Srmcaster Co. (LiB6clB)evecsas 18 ne [T} (3] a
$ small eourts.sesssecrsisassecnse 18 118 (1.1 10 1%
B EMPESHIRE:
7 small sourtBesscrscersscsonsecss 18 n 23 - -
¥ IRSKT: o
Atlantie Co. (Atlantic City)esesse 18 207 307
Borgen Co. (Mockensack)essssevenss 18 e [T
Burlington Coo (Burlingtod)eesesee 18 100 100
Osndon Co. (Oamdoti)eseceosesse . 10 “4 (1)
Resex 0. (Newnrk)esessesscenscars 186 2,184 2,184
Budeca Co. (Jerasy City)evecsccvss 18 m ™
Eerver Co. (Tremton).ees 18 284 364
Middloeesx Co. (Perth Amdoy 18 591 291
18 350 850
pi.4 iz ia
18 383 383
1] 497 467
9 smal)l oourtssecssserssessranases 18 001 801
E¥ YORK)
Abaxy Co. (A1bany)eecscscsssccsas 18 [~ m &28 [}
Srocms Co. (RL 16 203 80 188 [ ]
Chauvtauqua 05, (Jomestown)eseseves ie 08 128 168 1Y
Datohsas Co. {Poughkeopsis)eeess 16 ne 132 £ ] u
Onelda 0o, (Vtien)es sene 18 113 108 k) -
38 mmall scartsesse sesssces 3,22 1,018 2,108 7
HORTE CAROLINAS
Qastoa Cos (Onotonie)esessvesanvce 16 229 118 80 a2
MORTE DIXO%As
] oeall oourtesccecsccosecscascoss 18 13 2 - -
POERTO NICO¢ et ) - 3/ z/ 3/
Heyngaes Distrieot (Mayoguoa)eceeee 1e
Pomoe Distriot (Pomas) 18 207 A Y A
6 mall coultassseceer 18 0s 4 £ 74

™he vourds tmoluded hers ars those that reported their effislal cases ealy, Jor ths purpose of taic report
those data are eongidered imscmplete and are ot used elvewhors iz thia report.

Oourts esrving arens with population of 100,000 er more ere listed asperotaly, showing the shicf sity lesatod
ie cach area. Oourts serving ardes with less than 100,000 population ers othined for each Ftate and ape
groosuted os Ymell ssurts,”

Dete for Baw Jeroey are for period Beptember ), 1084 Shrough August &, 1668,

Bo repart oa dependedsy, pegleet or speoial prosecdings.

FEeakicen by type of ease not owvallallos

L .
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Table 3--CHILDREN'S CASES DISPOSED OF BY 987 COURTS IN 1955 AND PERCENT CHANGE FROM 1854 a/

e Ca8 g diopossd of in 1955 Percont charge frem 195\ to 1955
Dependancy Sncial Dependsocy aa
Arva derved bty court Delimqus and Dslinguancy and Bpe
- 4 174 imquancy mgloct procsedings maglect | Procsedings
Tetel BABOS.rorenesereniue 2561“?3 58,52 lgﬁm % *3 ,L__L._..t 2 o]
ALABAMAY
daffersca Co, (Mirmingham) 1,434 1,5% - o1 o -
Mobile Co, (Mobile)esssese 863 §00 - a 32 -
Nontgomry Co, (Montgomary, 10 27 - *76 =7 -
& amal)l courtdesessecsnsve 1,059 ™ - L) ok -
AFEANSASt !
Pulsokd Co. (Littls Bock)esessssese 8ol %0 H *38 L y
12 moall esurtdecscessssensssecones (3% 287 » % 9 -
CALIFORNIA:
Alaseds Coe (W)a"'ooooooca-l l,wl 1,831 v o ’?s 21
Contra Costs Co. (Richmmd)esesssss )5 $3 208 s =3 a9
Premo Co, (Framo)esssesscescossue §%0 192 180 ] - 26
Xorn Cos (“n{hld)ltll.‘l..lbl. &'zm‘ 295 178 3 2 5
Los Angelss Co, (Los Angeles)s 1,20 1,225 363 21 *5
Konterey Cos (Mcatarsy)scessessesee 1,096 ) 91 31 3 *36
Co. {Santa 4a)eoecovsasenee k572 al 285 20 =21 k)
Rivorside Co. (Riverside)eeseecssee 1,5 151 59 +88 *63
Sacramato Co: (Sacrammnto)ecesesss 1,527 M8 ns 9 L") 11
8an Pernardine Co. {S. Baroerdino)e 1,723 4] - *33 38
San Disgo Co. (%an Disgo)eesssssess 3,609 3,22 k)5 o1l 28 4
San Frencisco Co. {5+ Francisco)es. 6,127 1,507 152 R1A -9 -5
Ban Joequin Cos (Stockton)sessee 923 163 &8 +82 52 ~ 7
8an Nateo Co, (San Mateo) 2,8L0 290 125 410 wll; -3?
fulare Co. (Tulare), [ n © «32 *34
Vonturs Co. (Gxperd) 1,77 0 19 o3 =30 *39
23 weall courtéeessesesnes Sphli2 1,003 Q7 29
OOMKECTICUT:
rirst District (Md«wﬂ;.u 1,793 ok - 12 -5 -
Sacond District (Kev Hawen 1,953 b2 - 415 «Q2 -
Third District (Hartford)s 3,55 o - =) +10 -
FLORIDA
Orange Co, (Orlando)esssasesessssee na 1 25 L4 -2 L 31Y
Polk Co. {labsland)eesse 83 S5 2 «? “ ?/
1 )l COUTtsecereessesvoaserssons 8)2 62 23 1l ” 1)
QECROXA:
RBY Cos (hcal)na'un-ouou"-ou 260 192 69 23 «27
Chather Co, (Savannab)asscessosseoe 605 655 3 =10 2k
Palton C3, (442anta)ecsscsscsnsscns 2;256 183 16 3 *1);
Blehmond Co, (dugusta)escasesssssse 5285 263 A3 2 29
1 mall courtescscsscescssessscanss in 295 % 3 ”6
RAWAII¢
Pirst Cirenit (Bonolule)eescescscas 3,0k (1Y k96 - & 2/
OLIXCI5:
Cook Cas (Nﬁqo)-cnnuccc.bnu.o 5’?& ’lm u !/ =7 «22
DOIAXAL ( ) w0 ,/
Alsn Co, (Fort ¥syme - - - -
lake Cos (G!H)lvunn 15556 b)Y $ -]
Hediecn Cos (Anderocn)e 242 - - -!/ g/ é/
Karie Co, (Indisnapolis 1,361 55 Y & 20 <22
8t, Jesmph Co. (Scuth Bond). - - L © -
Vaads Cos. (Bvansville) ° - L3 - °
Vige Coo (Mmrre Haxte)osrees 196 3 1 ? J -
M mmall serdscices 2,093 e kY * o ¢
1
Hlack Hawk Co. (Wetarloc)sesseresee 15 T2 - 77y ~30 -
s Coy {Oodar Bapide)ecscsses 93 g6 - a -
Palk Cos {Dop Noimat)essssecese 999 0o - 06 i/ -
Boott Coo (DAvORDOrt)sscasonsoncens k93 17¥ - o5 *, -
Cos (Moxx Citg)se 3% sn - < *59 -
;6 l) CONrtBisssassecissesnnssar l'm ;23 - ‘15 234 -
RANAAS Y
Wendotte Co, {Xaxsas cﬂ.w)oouooooa 60 82 - 12 7T -
NATE ¢
1 small 0fThesscrcossvasncosnrsees 423 Q 9 23 y
SARTTARD
Pltingre (Citg)seessesasnascossess 3, 1,48 4 -5 L3 y

-18 -
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‘Teble 3--CHILDREN’S CASES DISPOSED OF BY 887 COURTS IN 1955 AND PERCENT CHANGE FROM 1954 a/--Coatinued

| Casas sad of in 399 Reroant from 1o
Depsadenay Deprudsccy
Spocial Spexial
&res warved by oourt b/ Delinquency and procoodizgs Belinquency -n:ﬂw .
Inrrien Co. (Beatan Harbes).. 389 s - €15 2 -
Oalhoun Co, (Battle Greak) 354 28 - 15 1 -
Geneses Coo (Flint)eseese b, 532 - +19 *31 -
Ingbaa Co. (Laxsing).ee 153 230 - o5 *19 -
Jaoksan Co. (Jm).;u-uo-v-uonn 295 k) - -7 55 -
Ealsmsoo Cos (RALANRIGO)eessessse a7 75 - L Lo} -
38 272 - 26 -
653 180 - *7 410 -
508 - £ - 49 % -
1,23 : k9 - ”9 -, -
27 152 - 23 =15 -
257 U3 L <) -~ -
3,232 2,505 - b 5 -
70 Emll ecurtiseescssnsevsencaces 2,308 1,308 - om) -2 -
MISSISSTFPI :
Hinds Co, (J8ckscti)escesssesssecse pok) 19 - *5 S/ -
65 =ll 0ourtSevsesensessncscease 19365 ksl - b -3 -
a’mtk (W)I.I.lliu.. 296 5 L7 -5 .2 «20
Jeckess Co, (Kansss mv)..o....’. 1, koo o7 2 =22
8t, Louis (City)eevesssesenraccence 2,3 ey 808 % *3 &/
8t, louts Co. {University City)ees Tk a3 217 €16 < 7
11} m2)l courteseccosessvassessoe l,hdz 583 691 =2 g o2
BOWTAMA:
2 empll courtsesvenscsssssscsnrsce 2,272 - - 6 - -
B MEXT00s
Bernalillo Co. (Albuguerqes)esssee 3,695 - - * - -
22 mma)l cOUrtBesesscosnsesacsisss 3, a2 - - o5 - -
BRTH CAROLINAS
9% #82)) couridcscscoseseesessecss 1,697 592 o2 2 -l +*33
"riret duds Bist, (Fargodaos. sa % n » -
O)essssonnne
1 mall m-..v..t...:.o.;.l... 105 2% 10 =23 y ¥
T s e 9 = 3 o6
8 & 10 42 -3 .%
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Table $-.CHILDREN’S8 CASES DIEPOSED OF BY 987 COURTS IN 1055 AND PERCENT CHANGE FROM 1954 &/--Continued
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b/ OCourts serving areas with populstion of 100,000 or mars are listed
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Teble 4--TREND IN JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES AND IN NUMBER OF CHILDREN AGED 10-17 IN THE

UNITED BTATES: 10401955
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a/ Data for 1951-55 bassd cn cases disposed of by 383 courts serving sbout 21 pareant of the oiild population
of the United Statas; tremd for praviocus yoars for these courts estimted by the Children's Buresn,

y Trand baved oo data from Buresu of the Cenras, U.S, Departmant of Comrroe (Current Fopalation Reporis,

Sarise P25, Mos, 56 and 121,).

Table 5--TREND IN DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT CASES AND IN NUMBER OF CHILL: N UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
IN THE UNITED STATES: 1946-1955
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