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Note: Examination of the 1955 data shows no important change 
in observations or conclusions from the .1954 data. This report, 
therefore, merely modifies the Children's Bureau Statistical 
Series No. 31, Juvenlle Court Statistics, 19542 to incorporate 
the 1955 data. 
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JUVENILE COURT STATISTICS, 1955 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Delinquency cases 

Recent increases .•••• 9% increase in 1955 over 1954--
the 7th consecutive year of increase; 
70% overall increase since 1948; 
Child population increase only 16% 
since 1948. 

Extent •••• ., ........... In 1955, roughly 2% of children aged 
10 through 17 involved in delinquency 
cases in U. s. 

Sex ratio .•••••••••••• Delinquency cases in court primarily 
a boys' problem; 
Boys outnumber girls 5 to 1. 

Differential rates ••••• Rates Of court delinquency cases 
vary directly with size of area 
served by court; 
Rates for courts serving 100,000 
or more population more than double 
those of courts serving under 100, 000 
population 0 

Manner of handling •••• Over half of delinquency cases disposed 
of unofficially--without filing 

Other cases 

petition for formal hearing. 

19% of the court cases were 
dependency and neglect cases; 
5% were cases of adoption, custody, 
consent to marry and other 
"special proceedings. " 
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JUVENn..E DEJ.JNQUENCY CASES 

Juvenile delinquency as defined in most juvenile court statutes 

is the violation of a law or municipal ordinance by persons of juvenile 

court age, or conduct on the part of such persons so seriously antisocial 

as to interfere with the rights of others or menace the welfare of the 

delinquent himself or of the community. This broad definition or delin-

quency includes conduct such as ungovernable behavior and running 

away -- conduct labeled "delinquency" but not generally considered a 

violation of law when committed by an adult. Consequently, the acts 

which result in bringing a child before the court may range from trivial 

to serious misbehavior. 

This report includes cases of juvenile delinquency -- alleged as 

well as adjudged -- handled by the courts. Not included in these statis-

tics are the many children who presented similar conduct problems but who 

were either not apprehended or were dealt with by the police, social 

agencies, schools, or youth-serving agenCies without referral to court. 

Delinquency cases, 1955!/ 

A total Of 324, 369 juvenile delinquency cases disposed of during 

1955 were reported by 1,549 courts located in 41 States ( see table 1). 

One hundred eighty -seven of these were large courts (serving areas wi th 

populations of 100,000 or more) and 1,362 were small courts (serving 

!/ Data are collected annually on a calendar-year basis. 
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areas with less than 1-00,000 population). These large courts disposed 

of 76 percent of the total delinquency cases reported to the Children's 

Bureau. The totals considered in this report are therefore heavily in-

fluenced by these large courts. 

The number of courts for which data are transmitted to the 

Children's Bureau varies each year. The 1~ 549 courts on which this report 

is based were located in 41 states. About 66 percent of the child popu-

lation of the United States was included in the courts' jurisdictions. 

These courts submitted reports that included cases disposed of both 

officially and unofficially.!/ An additional 127 courts reported in 1955 

on official cases only. Their reports (see table 2) are considered 

incomplete for the purposes of this report and are not included in 

the analysis of the data. 

Over half (51 percent) of the delinquency cases reported by the 

1, 549 courts were handled unofficially. Wide differences in the methods 

of handling cases were found among courts in various States aad even 

among courts in the same State. For example, in Ohio, .w.l reporting 

2/Official cases are those adjudicated by the judge or referee after 
- the filing of a petition, complaint, or other legal paper used to 

initiate court action. Unofficial cases are those where no petition 
or legal paper Is filed and where the case is adjusted by the judge, 
referee~ probation officer or other officer of the court after con­
ference at the point of intake or after social study and investiga­
tion. 

- 2 -
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courts, combined, disposed of 33 percent of their delinquency cases of­

ficially; in Washington, 55 percent; and in Pennsylvania, 75 percent. 

Within Washington, one court (Yakima County) disposed of 9 percent of 

its delinquency cases officially while another court (Snohomish County) 

disposed of 86 percent of its delinquency cases officially. There seems 

to be no consistent pattern regarding the methods of handling cases, 

either by region or by size of court. Rather, the procedure for 

handling cases rests heavily on individual court practices, the phi-

losophy of the judge, and the size of staff. ~/ 

Boys' cases outnumbered girls' cases in the ratio of aoout 5 to 

1. One reason for the greater number of boys' cases may be the greater 

freedom permitted to boys so that they are more likely to become in-

volved in infractions of the law. Boys are outwardly aggressive more 

than girls, and this aggressiveness sometimes results in overt delin-

quent acts. Also, it may be that boys tend more to associate in groups, 

and delinquent behavior may stem from misdirected gang activities. 

The data for 1955 for the courts reporting indicate that rates 

of delinquency court cases are higher in large urban areas than in less 

populated areas. The rate for courts serving areas of 100,000 or more 

population was more than double that of courts serving areas of less 

3/ For a discussion of policy considerations in the unofficial dispo-
- sition of cases see "Standards for Specialized Courts Dealing With 

Children", Children's·Bureau Pub. No. 346, pages 43-45. 
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than 100, 000 population. Table A below shows the relationship between 

the size of the area and the rate of delinquency cases handled. 

Table A--Rates of delinquency cases by size of area served by court: 1955 
I 

Total population served Populat ion a/ Delinquency Rate per 1,000 
by court 10-17 years- cases population 

10-17 years 

100,000 and over (187 courts) 7,060,913 247,908 35.1 
50,000 to 99,999 (190 courts) 1,565,747 33,748 21.6 
20,000 to 49,999 (499 courts) 2,141,087 31,872 14.9 
10,000 to 19,999 (394 courts) 817,359 8,500 10.4 
5,000 to 9,999 (192 courts) 207,578 2,116 10.2 

Under 5,000 (87 courts) 40,651 225 5.5 

!I Population figures based on 1950 Census. 

Changes in delinquency cases, 1954-1955 

The total number of delinquency cases disposed of increased by 9 

percent between 1954 and 1955. This comparison is based on data from 

987 courts that reported on delinquency cases for both years (see table 

3). 

The small courts, in addition to having lower rates of delinquency 

cases, also show a lower percentage increase than the large courts. 

For both the large and the small courts, the inc."ease was more 

marked for cases disposed of unofficially than for cases disposed of 

officially. 
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The percentage increase in girls' cases between 1954 and 1955 

was almost as large (7 percent) as for boys' (9 percent). Most of the 

increase in the girls' cases occur red in those handled officially in the 

large courts, as shown in table B below. 

Table B--Percent change in delinquency cases, by sex and type of disposi-

tion: 1954 to 1955 

Percent change from 1954 to 1955 

Total Official Unofficial 

- rI2 til - til til 3 til til 
~ ...- .s » M >. - » .... .... M M 

~ 
0 - ~ 0 - ~ 0 -~ C!) ~ ~ ~ C!) 

All courts (987)----- +9 +9 +7 +8 +8 +7 +10 +10 +6 

111 courts serving 
areas wi th populations of 
100,000 or more------- +10 +10 +8 +9 +9 +9 +10 +11 +7 

876 courts serving areas 
with populations of less 
than 100,000----------- +6 +7 +2 +4 +5 ~I +8 +9 +3 

a/Less than 0.5 percent. 

All of these changes between 1954 and 1955 represent the combined 

increase for a group of courts. They do not show variations between in-

dividual courts. For example, although the overall increase in delin-

quency cases for the group of 111 large courts was 10 percent, 33 of these 

courts had decreases, and 78 had increases. 

- 5 -
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Trends in delinquencx cases, 1940-1955 

The general trend in delinquency cases during the period 1940 to 

1955 was upward during World War n to a peak in 1945, and downward in 

the three years after that war. Beginning in 1949, however, the down-

ward trend was reversed and has continued upward each year through 1955. 

By 1955, the level was 70 percent higher than in 1948 and exceeded the 

previous high noted during World War n. (See chart). It is estimated 

JUVENU.E COURT DELINQUENCY CASES ARE RISING 

index 
(1940 100) 

200 

180 

160 

140 

120 

lOOf-~~:=------------------~~~----

child population of u. s. (10-17 years of age) 

80 

I I I I I 
1940 U'42 1944 1048 1948 1950 15152 1954 1956 

(see table 4 and its footnotes) 
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that in 1955 roughly 2 percent of the child population between the 

ages of 10 through 17 came to the attention of juvenile courts in 

the country because of delinquent behavior s '!.! 

The rise in delinquency cases cannot be explained in terms of 

population growth alone. For exam.ple, the 70 percent increase in court 

cases between 1948 and 1955 compares with a rise of only 16 percent 

during the same period in the child population 10 through 17 years of 

age in the country. 

The trend data are based on reports from 383 courts that have 

been able to supply the necessary comparable statistical data to the 

ChUdren's Bureau over a period of years. These courts are not neces-

sarily representative of all courts in the country. They include within 

their jurisdictions, however, a sizeable proportion of all children in' 

the United States (21 percent). We believe the chances are fairly goop 

that this degree of coverage will provide data that indicate the true 

direction although not the exact extent t)f change in delinquency cases 

in the country. 

4/ Children I.n the age group 10 through 17 are used as a base for com-
- puUng the percentage, although the estimate of juvenile delinquency 

eases includes a small number of children under 10 and over 17 years 
of age. 
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DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT CASES 

Most juvenile courts by statute have jurisdiction over actions ih-

volving dependent and neglected children as well as those involving 

delinquent chlldren~ Such jurisdiction is based on the principle that 

the state has a responsibility for the protection of these children. 

Unlike the delinquent chUd who is brought to the attention of the 

court because of his antisocial behavior, the dependent or neglected 

child is usually ~eferred because of some form of neglect or inadaquate 

care on the part of his parents or guardian (1. e., lack of adequate care 

or support resulting from the death, absence, or physical or mental in-

capacity of the parents, abandonment or"desertion, abuse or cruel treat­

ment, improper or inadequate conditions in the home). 

Dependency and neglect cases,. 1955 

Of the total children's cases reported by the courts in 1955, 

about 80,000, or 19 percent, were dependency and neglect cases. Of 

these, 64 percent were handled by official action and the remainder 

unofficially (see table 1). The larger proportion of dependency and 

neglect cases handled officially as compared with delinquency cases may 

result from the fact that courts more frequently see these cases as re-

quiring a change in the legal relationship between the parent and the child. 

Rates of dependency and neglect cases, like rates of delinquency 

cases, are higher in large urban areas than in less populated ones. 

This difference is shown in table C. 

.. 8 -
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Table C--Rates of dependency and neglect cases, by size of area served 
by court: 1955 

II 

Total population served Population Dependency Rate per 1,000 
by court under 18 and neglect population under 

years ~/ cases 18 years 

100,000 and over (168 courts) 19,095,647 61,612 3.2 
50,000 to 99,999 (176 courts) 3,888,292 8,293 2.1 
20,000 to 49,999 (472 courts) 5,240,422 7,383 1.4 
10,000 to 19,999 (388 courts) 2,017,910 1,991 1.0 
5,000 to 9,999 (186 courts) 494,125 303 0.6 

Under 5,000 (86 courts) 100,073 58 0.6 

a/ Population figures based on 1950 Census. 

Changes in dependency and neglect case~, 1954-1955 

The total number of dependency and neglect cases disposed of by 

large and small courts combined increased 3 percent between 1954 and 

1955. The small courts increased their handling of dependency and 

neglect cases (7 percent), with a particularly high increase in those 

disposed of unofficially (13 percent). For the large courts, there 

was only a slight increase (1 percent) in dependency and neglect cases. 

SPECIAL PROCEEDINGS 

In addition to delinquency and dependency or neglect, children 

are referred to juvenile courts for other reasons, which are generally 

termed "special proceedings. " Special proceedings include adoption, 

commitment of mentally defective children, material witnesses, applica­

tion for consent to marry or enlist in the armed forces, determination 

- 9 -
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of custody or guardianship of a chUd, and permission to hospitals for 

the performance of an operation on children. 

Of all the children's cases reported by the courts in 1955, 

only 22,417 or 5 percent, were special proceedings (see table 1) •. 

Special proceedings cases also increased, by 6 percent, from 1954 

to 1955. 

LIMITATIONS OF JUVE~E COURT STATISTICS 

The number of children's cases handled by juvenile courts is 

-affected by several factors. The age of children and the types of cases 

over which courts have jurisdiction are established by State law and 

often are different for courts in different States and sometimes for 

courts within the same State. This affects the number of cases re-

o ported and, consequently, the comparability of the reports from the 

various courts. (To assist in the interpretation of the statistics, the 

ages under which the courts have original jurisdiction are shown in 

table 1). 

The number of children's cases reported by different courts 

is greatly influenced also by variations in the organization and scope 

of other agency services in the different communities. :Many communities 

have established agencies such as a juvenile division of the police de­

partment that adjust many cases or refer them to other community 

agencies rather than to the Juvenile courts. In some communities the 

- 10 -
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juvenile court is the only agency available to provide services to 

children. In others, there are well-established programs of social 

services for children; in these, the juvenile court is only one of the 

many agencies dealing with children and is frequently used only when 

its authority as a judicial agency is needed. 

Furthermore, whether a child comes to the attention of the 

court is influenced by community or parental attitudes toward a 

child's behavior, and these attitudes vary from place to place. 

Because of these and other limitations (many of which are 

not statistically assessable), juvenile court statistics, when taken 

by themselves, cannot measure the full extent of either delinquency, 

dependency or neglect. In regard to the extent of such problems, 

they may be particularly misleading when used to make compari-

sons between one community and another. 'rhey do, however, 

indicate how frequently one important community resource, the 

juvenile court, is utilized for dealing with such cases. 

IMPROVEMENT IN JUVENILE COURT STATISTICS 

As has been pointed out, the juvenile court data here discussed 

are based on reports received, from courts that are able and willing to 

provide the requested facts. These courts are not necessarily repre-

sentative of the country as a whole; consequently the reliability of 

- 11 -



! 
I·~'~:_.""''': .~"''':''''4''" •• -"~.j,·W,.'-..t~\_"'·'-#-'''''~'''.'''''' .. "_ •• ' .. r'" _ ~. -•••. ~ •. , ••• ~ ... " 

-... ,-.'" ... ~.-
?:' fl' 

. . I'''''' r~~' #U's: td'bt'i<'4·,p&i:!t'ala't .. ~rB=Zitri;'j;Yri"e;i'" ,.... _. "'01 oM i?=bit ... &"t\b€~~ei·W":' "'0& 'A.;; ;;e,..~.!:::;rft.;;"* .... :,;e ''s '.'>', \<} in He f" .. . 

T.. . 
If" . . . , .. 
f. estimates based upon their figures cannot be determined. In an effort 

" 
.' 

' .. 

?':' ~~' 
~. 

~. 

to overcome this limitation the Children's Bureau requested data for 

1955 from a national sample of 502 courts. The s~...mple (designed with 

technical assistance from the Bureau of the Census) is representative 

of the country as a whole, having been selected according to such 

factor~ as the geographical location of the areas served, their popu­

lation density, economy, and racial composition. Data from the 

sample of courts will provide nationru. estimates with a known and 

greater degree of reliability. 

Some data for 1955--the first year of the sample plan--have 

been received from 83 percent of the sample courts. n seems likely 

that next year the Children's Bureau will be able to release data 

from the sample courts. 

Once the sample plan is fully established, we will have avail-

able an efficient mechanism for collecting reliable national information 

not only on trends in juvenile court cases but also on other phases of 

juvenile court work, as for ~xample, reasons for referral of children 

to the court, types of services rendered, and disposition of cases. 
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t6 ~ .......u ................ . 

1&Sf tI8:lInI. r 
cabell Ce. (I .. u.ac-) ....... .. 
I!&aa&A eo. (a.&r'1.o •• , •••••••• 
" -.:u. M'I.J"\I. •••••• ., ••••••••• 

vxaxam. 
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Iac1M c.. (Aaa.-) ......... \\ .. . 
• -.ll ....,-w ••••••• III ••••••••• 
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t!.lT,1.8 
V. 17, 18 
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Y17, Ie 
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18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
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1JI 
111 
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111 
18 
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m 
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2,lm 
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,,7)0 

eel 
I6S 
SSS 
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t,S)l 
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1,9610 
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T06 

2,166 
1,lan 
5,802 

S1'O 
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• 99 

us 169 

1,172 • 
226 201! 
16) kl9 

ru 

8) 
l 

177 
707 

6119 
lSI! 
U 
6S 
59 

1llO 

I 
2 

I!OI. 
177 

. . 

0) , 
177 
619 

6S2 
1SO 
)9 
6S 
S6 

167 

II ~I flat a" Sa til "bl.t aboQ],d .,.\ lie _d to I&P OOIIpOIrllOGII lie ...... ~~ .... prd!Jt( u.. enn' fIf .~. 
Wiiilfiiiiii -1'JIiItc .... 111 .. la41rtdul ....n', a" lroa _ ,.&1" t.o _ott.lr abould be d1H."11 to tIoa\ latiY1.ft&l eo.n.. 

W o.ru -rr1Itc IIDU w1111 popal&\1_ II l00,COO D1' _re aN U.sW ID"""'talT. IbRiaC tao mW e1v 1_,," 1& Nda un. 
0Nru -1"91aC ........ w1111 ~ ...... lOO,COO popIIl.&\1GD &I'll ~ lor uab II"" ad an ' .... DIIod al --U -." 

J! 'lID.,. .... ,. _lM1t ..n Itu 'rl&iMl ~vh411u.. 1.1 titt.nat In N:rl aM g:1rt.. 'lID .... lor .... &I!PO"" lUI" 

" Ila" hr l"rt.- a'",," CRatr, """laM a .. In .. n" .. p ..... , I, lJ$It tit ..... IiIIpte .. r I, 1'SS. 

tI .. ..,.,.. .. dope.., ... -slo.' .... Do 

- 16 -

16 

· · 1S6 · · 

· 262 

· · · fm 

)7 
e , 
3 

1) 

, 
fl 



1. .- -.-.::~~ ...... -

Table '·-NUMBER OF DELINQUENCY, DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT, AND SPECIAL PROCEEDINGS CASES DISPOSED OF 
OFFICIALLY ONLY BY 127 COURTS, less!./ 

~. om.1al ..... NIl7 _d.r 
whioll 

u.. •• .-...1 IIr ~ ~ MUn 110.. ",oolal 
ori,lD&l fo\al Dollaqv_7 ... 4 , ....... 4.1ac· jllri .4.10\1011 ~ .. \ 

IOIU, 
17 ~1 ... n' .................... 18 .12 ITt 188 · 

IlJ.In. 
1 aal.l 88On. ............................... 17 " Ie T · 

Ul'Jl.An), 
""" • .t.Fu6el co. (AADapolh) •••••• 18 U3 811 .2 · 

IDlUlIU. 
~ •• co. (a.a...ha) ••••••••••••••• 18 108 108 188 6 
~a.t.r OCh (Uaoolll) ••••••••••• 18 III 84 Ii 11 
• aall tMM.tnl ••••••••••• fJ ......... 18 116 sa 10 11 

II1IIIILCIIP/lllIU. 
7 111&11 own .......................... 18 Zl 11 . · 

... .r&:IUJ::r. !I 
I AUutlo co. (.U .... tl0 C1q.) ...... 18 DOT .,., 

..,.._ 00. (Iock •• aok) ••••••••••• 18 lav 16G ~J 
"'rl1~D CO. ( ... rl1IO(tOA) ....... 11 100 100 
0IIad.. Co. (c::a.4_) ........................... 11 .... "' 1 ... a co. (Iwa.rk) •••••••••••••••• 18 Z.l~ 1,1" 
a.d .... 00. (J.r.r.r C1t,) •••••••••• 18 T71 m 

~ 181'O,r Co. (fra::l.tOIl) •••••••••••••• 18 1114 1114 
IUdell.,n Co. (Perth ... b07) ••••••• 18 &51 1111 ~ 
1Io-'lItb 00. (~ I!ru.oh) ........ 18 al5Il al5Il ~ 1 1lIorrl.. 00. (.orri.t.ow12). •••••••••• 18 121 lZl 
".IUO 00. ( ... t.r.oZl) •••••••••••• 18 163 H~ ; 
Da.1u Co. (Ilil.b.th) ••••••••••••• 18 4081 .aT ~ ] • ~1 eourt. ••••••••••••••••••••• 18 101 101 ~ 

DR ltllll • 
.al bu.T Co. (il MlI;r) ............... u m 1111 1:8 • ~ CO. {11~) ........... 16 IU Be 1111 • Cfaaa1.&uqu& Co. J ..... t.c:Mn) •••••••• lB 108 116 let IT 
~tolt ••• Co. (PMl£bk"pJi .) ••••••• 18 ne liZ TI 11 
0Dd. ... CD. (Uti, .. ) ••• : •••••••••••• 10 113 10e y · II ~l MQrl •••••••••••••••••••• ',ZZl 1,010 1,10' IT 

lOaf! c.t.IDl.J u. 
Qa.,,- 01. (Ga.toD1.) ••••••••••• ". 11 119 11. 10 III 

101ft DaotJ.. 
1 -.J.l eoun. •• CI" ••••••••••••••• 18 11 11 . · 

I'IJII!O lIeD. 

~ ~.oa llinrin (.K~ .. ) ...... 11 UII ~. f PMo. D11't;n.o\ (~.) ............ le lOT 
• IIIiall awr:' ..................... 11 118 S' i' Y 

!I :n.. _ri. la>1""04 ......... u.o .. 'IIo.t """n"" '101l1r .nidal .... calT. lOr tIoa ~. ot W. "fOri 
..... ~te a,.. " .. ",dderod 1ao .... phh u4 are ... , ... "" oh..tw,.. 111 W • ...,.no 

'!I OII'In. aen1.ac ........ "'-th popoalat1om of 100,000 or ..,n aro Un .. '."..1'11'017. ~ u.o eh1.t 111'7 1_'" 
ill .. olt are&. 00aM •• ....uc ...... "'-'b 10 .. tIwt 100,000 populoUOII u. ./lIIIIII.1lI...s tor II&Oh ""''' UOII aro 
...... _, ...... -U ....... " 

!I Date fer .. Jeri., aro tar ,.ri04 Ictp\alter 1, UN ~"""" """"' 11, 1'"" 
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Tal:>lo '.-CHILDREN'S CASES DISPOSED OF BY 887 COUR"i'S IN 11155 AND PERCENT CHANGE FROM IllS. ~/ 

ea.. d.in><>nd or 110 l~S hl'COD t tlb ""'" t,... 1951 '" 19S5 

DopolldoDeJ' IIpoc1al Dopo..a.DeJ' -.,c:1&l 
&na ar'ftcl br GOIl.J'1. ~ DolaquDC7 and Dol1Aq1>1DeJ' CD<! 

.,loct pl'OCNcUAc' _&ltct ,...,....cUAc. 

fetal --................. 1~6 L?) SIl.sn 1S.611 +9 .f .] 06 

.u.uwu., 
J.neJ"'tCC); Co. C'I1nI1A&b .. ) ••••••••• 1~)I. l,S90 · ·11 ... . 
1bb:Ue Co. (MeW.) •• II II •••••• II " a6) sao · on -n -.... 1e-17 Co. ("""'Ie ... I7) ........ 7)0 217 - ·76 ·7 -
~ BAll ooa.rt.l ••••••••• ~ •••••••••• 1,059 TSl · -9 otU -

I.WllSAS, 
Malki Co. (Lt.tUa lOok) .......... eoa. ~ s • )8 .. -I It -.1.1 ~ •••••••••••••••••••• ~ 2fli 37 oS -9 

CALl1OIIIIU, 
Alaaed.a Co. (0I.kl.&Dd) .............. e,OO) 1,831 370 ~ ~S -C 
Colla-a Coe~ Co. (lt1cbiaoDd) ........ l,nS S)O 108 oI.S -) -1\1 
,,"&0 Co. (meo) .............. "'. m 191 160 06 -2 026 
Itm Co. (Ia.I9trat1l1d) ............. II,W. 19S 1711 .)1. ~ -9 
I.e. "'Ph. Co. (Le. AIlp1 .. ) ...... 7,210 l,ns 363 "21 +9 OS 
JllcmtM"" Co. (Mcrnta") ............ 1,096 2lJ n -31 -34 -36 
0Ta..Ilp Co. (Saaw AzI.a .0 ........... L.S72 m 2flS "20 -2l <iLl 
ll ... r.ld8 Co. (l1ftra1de) •••••••••• l,~JIO 191 59 +& +63 

'11t' a..c ..... at.o Co. (k~ ... ) ........ 1,917 )68 218 -11 oM 
au. lilt maJ'<11Ao Co. (S. • manl1Do). 1,723 JS · -3) .)8 .r kD DUro Co. {&I.D JJ'1e'o) •••••••••• l,6o9 1,2!.2 illS .11. ~ 

!an '""oUeo Co. (s. rr&Dciaco) ... 6,121 l,S07 1S1 .11. -9 .1lS 
IIt.c Jeaqu.1ll Co. (St.oclI:t.ca) ......... 923 16) 68 +G? ~ , 7 
tJaA Mateo Co. (San Jllatfto) •••••••••• 2,81.0 m 11S +10 ..u ~2 

fulare Co. (Man) •••••••••••••••• ~ 8l. 71 "2 -32 .)1. 
"a t.a.ra Co. (0zD.I.rd) ••••••••••••••• 1,747 ~ 139 034 -)0 ~39 

23 -n. oourW •• " ••••• " ••••••••••• S,W 1,00) .lO2 *17 ~ 06 

oonzcnCIl'h 
ra.t 1l1.\ric\ (1r1.~~ ........ 1,193 17" - ·U -9 .. 
S.coad Di.Uic\ Cfev Ka1llt1l ........ 1,9,3 331 · -lS -.12 .. 
fIliJ'll P1e\ric\ (lIantoJ'll) .......... 1,5511 kLO · .) ·10 .. 

nom4, 
Ora.n.p Co. (OrlaDdo) ••••••••••••••• 112 197 22S ... ~ om 
Polk Co. (L1blaDd) ................ 8)1. !\laS 2 "2 01, our 1 III&ll oour1. •••••••••••••••••••••• 8)2 6n 11) .11. 02 

QIQIIlIU, 
I1btt Co. (Nacaa) ••••••••••••••••••• t60 191 6S' ~3 -t1 

J Cha t.haa Co. (Sa't'&Dn&h) ....... , ..... 60S 65S 3 -.10 -IliI 
N\ca ca-. (4t.l..&zs.t.a) ••••••••••••••• 2,?S6 18) 116 ·13 .u. 
11ctu.aD.d Co. (AQI'UI t.a) •• e It ...... e •• S2S 263 II ~ -29 
1 am&l.l cO'GJ"\.. ••••••••••••••••••••• lTT 29S 36 -31 .)6 

IWI.UI. 
P1ra\ Cirellit (lkIDolul.) ........... ),aa su. 1196 -21 -6 !I 

ILLIlIOISr 
Cook ~. (~O&Io) ................. S,~ J,m 8Ia !I -7 -lZ 

IIIPI..&lU.r 
£lUll Co. (r_" lII;pM) ••••••••••••• SOl - - 1 - -~ Co. (Ge.Jor) •••••••••••••••••••• 1,656 II 9 fI fI 
1I&cU.1OD Co. (.AAdlI"ItCC) ••••••••••••• rJ.2 . .. " Mlr1cm. Co. (Iact1.a.:I.apoUa) .......... 1,)67 IJS6 ....7 01, ..to 42 
't, J ... pb Co. (8oa1b .tocI) ........ 87 - · +6 .. .. 
' .... ~ Co. (1Tat>.rrl.lla) ....... m .. · ~ · '£.re Co. lin. .... "') ••••••••••••• 196 l 1 <t '11' it ". .... 11 ~ •••••••••••••••••••• t,09, 1&16 111' '3 

lQU. 
II.&cIr IIuk Co. (lI& .. rloo) .......... lItS 12 - ·119 -.10 .. 
u.. c.. f 0Id&r lapit1a) ............ m S6 .. 01 J -hli Co. De. Ro:1a!ta) .............. ~9 t70 - ·16 · Ioott, Co. (Daftapor\) .............. .,. 119 - -s · Uoodbw7 Co. (/I1ou CUr) .......... m sn · -.1 ." -S6 MIll Cftr\a •••••••••••••••••• eo. 1,m S23 · olS °17 · 

IWlllA-'r 
~t'" c... (ra..u ct.) ........ Wo fl2 - '72 -.1T -

JIUB. 
1 ~ otV'\ ••••••••••••• 5 ........ m 6.\ , ~ -IS fI 
~, 

Ial t.1.tIiN9 (C1.) ••••••••••••••••••• 'Im ~s , ~ -s " 
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'bbl. '·-CHILDREN'S CASES DISPOSED OF BY 887 COURTS IN 1855 AND PERCENT CHANGE FROM 11154 !/--COIltlnued 

ea... lIiBoo .. d 0: 1.1 l.9'j5 .......t 
-- b<Ia 19! to l¥.i'5 

~ Dope""'" 

""" ..-..4 Ilr --" ~ ~ IIZId 
IIpoa1&l 
~ tDd 8pooc1&l 

~ 
~. .... Uo'I. FClI:II.~' 

JIIIQIJIl.IJI , 

IDrri4ID eo. t"'tac Barbe:') ••••••• )89 U6 ft +15 +12 -~ Co. Ia'\t.le 0:, ... :> ......... 'SIl 2l.8 - ·15 ·U -a.a... Co. niz:I'to) •••••••••• " •••• It64 532 .. ·19 ·31 -l..achlll Co. (Lmd...ac) •••••••••••••• lS3 t)O .. -? ·19 .. 
J a.olteaD Co. (tlaat.oD) ••••••••••••• m )) - -7 -?6 -~eo. (~) ••••••••• 217 175 .. ~ ·U -r.at. Co. (OftDd Iap.1de) ••••••••••• )48 212 .. -? .tJh --..oc.b 00. (kat Dat:roj.t) ••••••••• 69) e. 180 .. ·17 ·10 .. 
li;ullaaccm Co. ('IIra.Drcc) ••••••••••• SOl! - S6 - ·9 .~ -c::t.lcl.&Dd Co. f J"Qa t..1ac ~ ••••••••••••• 1,~ 

i 1089 .. "'29 .. 
8.a.rf1,DB Co. ~ •••••••••••• It 274 152 - +2J -lS .. 
tilubt.e»mr 00. (&1m Arbor) ••••••••• 2S7 1lO - +1 - .. 
'WI:;rn!a Co. (De,troi.t) ••••••••••••••• 3,231 1,51& .. ..6 +15 -Ttl -.1l CICG:r't.a. .......... It •••••••• 2,306 1,)06 .. -l -2 -

!iJ3SIlISlJ'Pla 
B1Dda Co. (Jaat.oD) ••••••••••••••• 113 19 - +s ~ .. 
65 IIIIll ooa:rta. ................... 1.>265 739 .. ..6 .. 

lIJl!ISCQtIa 
az.e.c. Co. (Spr1.cc:t1sl.4) •••••••••• 296 5Q 117 -9 .2 -20 
J....uca Co. (~ Cl11;f) ......... 1,m I&9l hoo -7 .2 -22 
St. Lou1a (C1't7) •••••••••••••••••• 2,3 ~ eoe ~ ·3 J.{ 8t. t.oau Co. (lIa1nn11;f C1V) ... 14k 310 217 ~16 ..t; 
Ul -n oourt.a... 0 •••••••••••••• 1,1I~ sa.3 691 -2 "* -2 

IaUIl.lJ 
2 -U ~ •• Il' ••••••••••••••• 2,272 .. .. <-6 - .. 

mr IKUOOJ 
a.n..llll.o Co. ~) •••••• 3,69S .. - +9 .. .. 
22 -n. 00GZ"ta. •••••••••••••••••• ',W .. - t-2S .. .. 

lID!m CA!IOIJlIAI 
,. BIll. ~ •••••••••••••••••• 1,69'7 592 2:l2 ..u 

"'" 
+l) 

DrS Watt, 
ru-.t "DC!. ~ (Farao) •••••••••• S2l 93 71 ..6 , ~ 1 ~ ooart..,D ••••••••••••• ~ ••••• lOS 26 10 ..u 

IJIIIOI 
latJ.ar 0.. (B-sl.t.ca.) ............. 1,l5Q 102 99 -2 +3 +6e 
ctI.&rit Co. (8prl.zc1'1al..d) ••••••••••• 738 85 10 +12 -a Jf. ~ Co. i~) .... ' ..... 5,939 IrSO 164 +l2 ..to 
1'raakl.1n Co. ~) ••••••••••• 109 .,5 l2:\. +s ·U -6 
1IaU'I4D eo. ~t1) ......... 6,lh5 ~2 ~fl~ -7 +28 +lls 
~ 00. (~) ............... SIll , 1 ~ +~ ~ ~ Co. (Y0IUIiI-) ••••••••• 1,65lI aoo 10 ..Q 
~Oo. ~ ........... 2,m 3S7 1LB +2l ~ 
Itart eo. (c::.t.ca~ •••••••••••••••• 1'2 128 ~ +37 -6 l a-:s. t 01). (Atn::c, ................ a,518 m +2/1 +16 
~ Co. ~) ............. 't6O U7 lls ..6 .. 
56 -:s.1 ~ .................. ',177 1,216 5'61 .. +l 

CIIAIII:&. 
h1aa 00. (fstl..a) •••••••• ~ •••••••• 1,tS6 ItlS II ·35 ..to ~ , ..-ll ~ •••••••••••••••••• ", l57 I ~ +30 

IDXII, 
l-. QQ. t-..-) ................. 187 ;s:6 162 +6 ..a 4112 
~ Co. (~ .............. o. 57!; lbJ 19 .so ." -9 
.u~ Co. (1'!Irt.lIIZId) .......... 2,7110 1,996 lIO "12 +18 ~ 
12 ..n eocrt.a... ••••••••••••••••• 3,4al. 7tI8 ~ +6 efI +til 

.-mu.uw.a 
AllAcberv Co. (I't'~) •••••••• 11,703 I,~ 62 J{ ..a ] IIwrb 00. (I.e.ac.tt.nc) ••••••••••••••• Sl7 150 .3 -!9 
"*4b Co. ~) •••• r ...... 222 lIt6 12 ., ·23 
1bIItc....,. 00. (~ ....... 1,10,) l65 .. ~ otI8 -~l.j:iha (Cl1V aI<I 0. ........ 10,S8l 1,SlCl6 !;82 ·10 ·7 +!D9 
1 ..u oou:rt... .......... e ••••••• no .u .. ..u !I .. 

... lIIlo\1IDl 
D\ate (~) ................ 1,5~ lOS )JiI +0 ..:J "" IOU'D! Cl&la.IlU.a 
"-'1l.lAo 00. <o-ula).) ..... 88) u.s 1116 +12 a63 +6e 
~ ao. (lpat I II ..... f6S .. " ~ .. .. 
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Table )--CHILDREN'S CAllES DISPOSED OF BY 887 COURTS IN 11155 AND PERCENT CHANGE FROM 111M !/--Cootlnued 

aa... tI.---S or !oJ ~5 ....... .. t ......,.. traa 19' to 19S5 

Dope ...... .., ~ 
AJw, a:"Nd to' -n ~ ~ cd Ipec1.al 

Da1iDqu-=7 cd IpocW. 

M&lect ~. M&lect ~. 

atIImI Wotl, 
1'9 IaIIl.l ocarta ••••••••••••••••••• 1,39S T8 59 .7 .", ·13 

!I:LI.S. 
lazar Co. (Sua btca1o) ••••••••••• 2.3ll! - - .0 

~ -c-.roo Co. (BroIrnn1.l.la) ••••••••• ,,g. · .)) · DI.l.l.u 00. (Dal.l.u) ••••••••••••••• 2.,ao 58S loW. ~ ~ .0 
Xl. P&IIO Co. CIl Pa.ao) .......... "' •• 2.0Sl - · ·10 --..m. Co. (Soa.a1.oa).u •••••• to •••• 2.~ B87 · .12 Y. · lt1d&l&'o Co. ~) ••••••••••••• - - ~5 Y. -tAbbock Co. Wbbock) ••••••••••••• 1s.35 - ~ ~S if. -~ Co. (Va.oo) ••••••••••• Il ••• 767 6) 56 .22 if. J !arraz:lt. Co. (Fo:z1. bIrarth) •••••••••• 1,Sl.9 1,296 - +37 if. 
froaT11f 00. (&u.ct1.D) ............... 607 374 2a. ·7 if. 
82 -n 0IIIIIr't.a. •••••••••••••••••• 3.lb6 276 1.0.3 +S if ~ 

II'rAHr 
J'1nt. m..tr1at ('-cbD) ............ 2.531 120 - +6 .,JS -I!eoaI>d DUtrlat (/laJ.t I.aIoo C1V) •• 1i.196 189 - -S .)2 -!I:d.rc! I:t1.I"tZi..c't. (frocaiIn») •••••••••••• 1,964 93 - ~ -26 · 3 -U ~ ................... 1,130 106 - "'" 

-iIO -
'IJIiIUIt. 

16 -n 0CIIIr'ta0 ................... 1.60 260 · "7 ·14 · 
1It.SHIIIl,.ah 

I1»c Co. (SMttl.e) •••••••••••••••• 5,,)62 626 689 +19 -7 ..:t PiC"Ce Co. (~) ............... 707 1.69 158 ..:1.7 ..:1.7 
8DcbaId..Ib Co. (B-navtt) ••••••••••• T06 u;. 1&2 ·2 ~ .£ ~ Co. (S~) ............. 2.l.66 2l,6 65 .i -'> 
r~ Co. (IaJd..m.) ............... l"hn 106 59 ..:1.7 ..:J.) 
1S aa.ll CICIar't.t. ••••••••••••••••••• 5.745 109 117 ·10 -S -33 

8ft YII!D:DW.I 
C&bal.l Co" (Ibmt.1.l:lc'tcm) ••••••••••• .1l.l. 21 SS ..:J.6 

~ -33 
~ Co. (a.&rlan.a..) .......... 518 50 III -27 -'>7 
S3 ~ ~ .................. 2.317 1,)06 6)8 ·+7 ~7 

mcx:ssa, 
.... eo. ~) ................ 1,0)5 la'l'S 76 46 +." .. ll IIll.Jra1l::rH 00. (~) ••••••••• 6~07 8S:l la17 .. ·38 
Iac1J» Co. (la.c1De) ............... 57 2 - ~ - I 

.. 
J.6 -u. ~ ................. ~ 2.262 1,CIl9 $22 ·12 ·30 .:U 

!I !IIOTI lELLl on.. dat.a 11> UW t.abl. IbIl!lUd DOt "" _d to .... 0CIIIpIIZ1._ be-" .....ad.t1a. r'IICarcI:I.Dc tbI mt.aDt or "'111'Q1>OODC1. 
~ 0CII>0Im1I!c ~. 11> &II 1Dd1'1'1du.l ~'. data traa .... 79V to ...,thsr aIsc\ll.d be ~ to tbat 1Dd1'1'1c1Ml -n. 
!h1o t.oblt 1Dc1lo6a. 0IIIl;t CICI'al't. lar WI.1Dh dat.a .,.. 8ft1l.ablJo ltllt' bortb ~ eM 19S5. 

~ a....n. ~ u.s nUl popIIlat.11111 a! 100.000 or auare .,.. Uat+d ~~, lbaor1Jlc ... aIlUt c1t1 loGat.ad 11> IIOI.Cb -. 
CooIrt.a IIa"I'1.II£ __ ,,1\1> 1 ... tb&n 100,000 paptl.at.1lm IU'II IICab1.-1 lor MCb 8t.ate ."., IU'II pre..w.l .. "-U CICI'al't.." 

!I ~ ciIap IIL>t. ~ lar '!\au ec>IEI't4 ___ r4 I9pCII"ti1JII ~. iJa ~ IIIld ~ _ .. 

II Psroeat IIiIa:Dp lOOt eollllplltAl4. ... ~ t. US4 lMa tI&an so. 
!JI 1WccIct ...... laae tMD o.s. 
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TBbl. 4--TRENO IN JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES AND IN NUMBER OF CBnDREli AGED 10-17 IN THE 
fJNITI:D STATES: IHO-l"55 

_ (19LD .1DJ) 

CII1lJS popala t!.aD d 11011. 
U,().J.7~01 .... ) ~ 

19i&O ••••••••••••••••• 1DJ 1DJ 

~ ................ U2 " 19l2 • .;».uo.'I.c- ••••••••• US V7 

lJIlU ••••••••••••••••• 172 96 

~ ................. 16$ " 15lt.S •• 11 •••••••••••••• 172 n 
15IiII6 ••••••••••••••••• W n 
19b7 •••••••••••••• e •• 131 n 
19L1J ••••••••••••••••• 127 sao 

lS!t&9 •• ••••••••••••••• 136 n 
l3SO ••••••••••••••••• lI.O n 
19S1. •••••••••••••••• 11&9 J.) 

lSS'2 ••••••••••••••••• 166 fS 

19S3 ••••••••••••••••• 187 " 2,9S4 •• ••••••••••••••• 198 102 

lS'SS" ••••••••••••••••• Z16 lOS 

!I Da ta tOir l.9Sl-5'S tw& ... c! CIQ cue. di.".....s 01 "" )63 -.rta een1Jlc aI>aut 21 ,...-at ct u.. ClbUd popala tl.CIlI 
01 tboo UDit.od lltatalj b"IIJd tor pnlnc..1 ,...... tOir tboo .. 00Gl"t& •• U-tad "" tba Ch1l.Itrc'a .......... 

W trwId b&eed IX> data b'aI !IureIuI at tboo eeo.u, UoS. ~ 01 C<Iomroe (c..n-t hIpalat.1oa ~, 
s.n... Po.2S, Iioa. 98 &ad 121.). 

T2b1e 5--TREND IN DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT CASES AND IN NUMBER OF CHILe! ..,:;N UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE 
IN THE UNITED STATES: 1&46-1955 

l5L6 •••••••••••••••••• 100 

~7 •••••••••••••••••• 103 

15IL.& •••••••••••••••••• 1.02 

19tt9 •••••••••••••••••• V7 

~ ...... " .......... n 
19S1. ••••••••••••••••• 96 

l.9S2 •••••••••••••••••• 'IT 

l!t$') •••••••••• oo •••••• lD2 

19S1a. ••••••••••••••••• 102 

lJISS •••••••••••••••••• lOS 

ChUcI pcpulA t.1oa 01 DoS. 
(lbW 18 :J"IC'S 01 ... ) '!I 

100 

1IlIa 

1b7 

110 

llJ 

U6 

120 

125 

l29 

1» 

Data tar ~ baee4 CIlI _a ~ at tv 3lt2 .....n. ..-r1DI about 20 p8J"COtIt at .. IIdl.cI poIIPIlat.1oll 
eft tbt t!iII1ta41 IStateaj VtacI tor ~ ,..... tar tbe .. CICOtI"t4 ut.iat.od b:r tM CIUlAIna'e ---. 

fNDd buo9d .... clata rna JIaroeaa at t:Ic 0-., '.I. ~ 01 a-.. (~~tI.oIIlIIpIrU, 
a.n..a NS. 1Ioe. !16 uod m..). 
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