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JUVEt~ILE .. COURT 5T A T15TI(5 FOR 1944 

THE YEAR 1944 is the eighteenth 
successive calendar year for which 

. the U. S. Children's Bureau has 
collected statistics on delinquency cases 
disposed of by juvenile courts. During 
these 18 years there hiLve been some 
changes from year to year in the courts 
making these reports, and fluctuations 
in the number of courts reporting, but 
in g~neral the coverage of these statis­
tics has grown from about 15 percent 
of the population of the United States 
in 1927 to 37 percent in 1944. 

Nine-tenths of the courts reporting 
in 1944 reported under State plans, that 
is, reported to State agencies concerned 
with juvenile-court work or probation 
service, which then forwarded the data 
to the Childr0n's Bureau; the other 
courts reported direct to the Bureau. 
The courts reporting under Stat0 plans 
served the greater part of the popula­
tion served by all courts reporting in 
1944. The nine States in which the 
courts reported in this way 'were Con­
necticut, 1iussachusptts, l\Tissouri, New 
York, H.hodp Island, and Utah, all with 
State-wid(" covemgp, and Indiana, Ohio, 
and Texas, with ptlrtial coverage. 

PLAN OF PRESENTATION OF MATERIAL 

.~ _The statistical material in this report 
is prespntc,cl in th1'pp sections, each dpal­
ing with data for a particular group of 
the reporting courts: 

1. eases (lis]Josf<1 oj in 1944··-Re­
ports on jllvellile-tlclinq U(,llCY CIlSC'S clis­
pospd of during 1944 ,Ye1'(\ l'('cpiv('d for 
a80 juvpnilp ('ourts. D1ttn. ohtuiu('(l 
from th('s(' repOl.·ts n1'p prpst'Hte(l in 
ta,bl('s 1 to (l. Tahlo 1 shows (according 
to th(\ raN'S of tll(' (·hildl't'n involvwl) 
th(' llumhN' of eaSt'S dispos('d of l>~r Nwh 
of tlll' ('ont'ts S('I'Villg 1l1'ellS with popn­
hltiollS of 100.000 or more; for t.h(' 
com'ts tlutt 8(,1'V('<1 ill'PHS with smn11('1' 
populations, consolidated datlt m'p given 
for tlw States ill which tIw courts 111'e 
located. '1'0 assist hI t.llP illt('rpretntioll 
of tIl" statistics, tlH' ngrs ,l.1lHIN· which 
tll(' courts haY<' jurisdictionnnd the 
covel'age of the reports with resprct to 
both official and unofficial cnses are 
shown in table 1. Tablps 2 to (j p.l'PS(lllt 
in summary form for tIl!' :380 courts an 
analvsis of the elata, according to ngC's 
of the children involved, reasons for 
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referral to court, sources of referral, 
places of detention care, and disposi­
tions of cases. (Source tables for 
juvenile-court statistics, similar to those 
published in some earlier reports, have 
been compiled for 1944 and are avail­
able for reference at the Children's 
Bureau. These source tahles give, for 
individual courts, the data that are 
summarized in tables 2 to 6.) 

2. Decl'easein cases, 1943 to 1944.-­
Of the :380 courts reporting in 1944, 369 
had made reports in 1943. There is 
shown in a text table the percent 
change from 1943 to 1944, in the num­
ber of cases disposed of, for these a69 
courts, for those courts that served 
areas with populu tions of 100,000 or 
more, and for those that served areas 
with smaller populations. 

3. Trends in tolume oj cases, 1938 to 
1944.-0f the 380 courts reporting in 
1944, 78 courts serving arens wiLh pop­
ulations of 100,000 or more had made 
reports for each year since 1938. 
Table 7 and figure] show the trends in 
volume of dplinqnency cuses disposed of 
by these 78 courts during the years 1938 
through 1 944~years that ineluded the 
prmViU' period as well as the war years. 

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF IN 1944 

Dui'ing 1944, 118,626 delinquency 
cases were disposed of by the 380 
juvpnile courts t.htlt participated vol­
untarily in the Children's Bureau 
j unm ile-court -sta Ost ks proj P('t. Al­
thou~h these pnl'tieipnting courLs Hre 
not. rp!H'osentativp of all tlw areas in 
t11p eount1'Y, analysis of the statistics 
on tho dplinqllCIu'y casps disposed of by 
thesp courts makps possible somp gen­
prill ohs('l'vations on the volume of work 
of juvPllil(~ courts and on the character­
istics of the children dealt with. 

Sex and race 
Of the 118,020 dpIinqurney cases dis­

posrd of in 1944,81 pereent WPl't' boys' 
cusps and 19 percr·nt were girli:;' cuses-­
table 1. Tho ratio of girls' cUSPS to 
boys' euses was at It higher kvel from 
1942 to 1944 than in pl'l:vious YPHl'S. 

Of HlP cases for which the reports 
inehtfkd the races of the ehildren, 
white child ron WP1'e involved in 79 
percent, Negro and other nonwbite 

children in 21 percent. Regional dif­
ferences in attitudes toward types of 
behavior manifested by chilch'en of the 
different racial groups and differences 
in community provisions for dealing 
with children of various racial groups 
have a marked effect on the number of 
children of each group refened to 
juvenile courts. Statistics on racial 
distribution, therefore, can be used 
most effectively for evaluative and 
planning pm'poses in local communities 
where due consideration can be given 
to community organization for handling 
delinquency and to prevalent attitudes 
on the treatment of children from dif­
ferent populati9n groups. 
Ages 

Of the cases for which the ages of the 
children ,yere reported, the greatest 
concentration~-36 percent of the boys' 
cases and 45 percent of the girls' 
cases-occurred, as in previous years, 
in the 14-and-15-year age group­
table 2. In 4 percent of the cases the 
children were under 10 years of age. 

The ma:x.;mum ages of juvenile-court 
jurisdictions, which in only a few in­
stances extend to persons who have 
reached their eighteenth birthdays, 
affcet to a great extent the age distri­
bution of cases handled by the courts. 
Of thp 380 courts reporting in 1944, 65 
had original jurisdiction in delinCj uency 
casps of children uncleI' 16 years of ag{'; 
192, of ehildl'pn under 17 years of nge; 
112, under 18 years; and 6, under 21 
ypars. In addition, the 2 courts in 
Oklahoma had original jurisdiction in 
deliJJquent'Y casps of boys uncl01' 16 and 
of girls under 18, und the 3 T('xHS courts 
had original jurisdietion in dplillquent'Y 
cases of boys 1lnder 17 and of girls 
under 18. 
Reasons for referral to court 

The rC'aSOllS for which boys W('1'f~ 
most commolliv l'('fol'l'pd to courts 
diil'l'l'od cOllsicl(:l'a,bly from those for 
which girlg wpre most commonly 1'P­
ferl'cd~·-tabl(' S. 1ll 40 percent of the 
hoys' casps for whieh t.he J'casons for 
ref('rral wpre reported, tlw referrals 
W('1'O for type's of stealing (including 
automobile stl'aling, burglary 01' uu­
Inwful rutry, robbery, and all other 
types of stealing), and in 20 percent 
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~~y 'vera for acts of carelessness or 
mischief. Among girls' cases, three 
types of behavior-being ungovernable, 
running away, and sex offenses--ac­
counted for 60 percent of the cases for 
which 'the reasons for referral were 
reported. 

The proportion of all girls' cases 
that were referred to reporting courts 
for these three types of behavior was 
lower in 1944 than at any time since 
1939, when it was also 60 percent; in 
1941 it was as high as 64 percent .. These 
tlrree reasons are considered together 
because ungovernable behavior and 
running away frequently involve se'lC 
offenses; moreover, some courts use the 
term ungovernable beh(Lvior to avoid 
recording sex offenses for girls on 
official records. However, it should 
not be assumed that all cases of l'lUUlUlg 
away or ungovernable behavior ulVolve 
sex offenses. 

. Sources of referral to court 

Children are referred to juvenile 
courts not only by the police but by 
parents or other relatives, by other 
individuals, by school authorities, and 
by social agencies: Analysis of these 

sOlli'ces of referral indicates to some 
extent the relations of the COlll'ts to 
other community agencies, the effects 
of community pressures on the work of 
the courts, and the prevailing com':' 
munity attitudes on the role of the 
court. For example, the frequency 
with which cases are referred to courts 
by parents, relatives, individuals, and 
soeial agencies reflects the extent to 
which tp.e juvenile COlll't is called on to 
deal with behavior problems other 
than those coming to the attention of 
the police-either because there are no 
other community resources for services 
to chilch'en or because it is felt that 
the court is the best reSOlll'ce in a 
partieular situation. 

The sources of referral to court Ul 
the cases for which this ulformation 
was reported are shown in table 4. 
.Almost three-fourths (74 percent) of 
the boys' cases were referred hy the 
police; only one-half of the girls' cases 
were referred by this source. In four 
of the lll'ban areas (Dallas, Hcnnepin, 
Mil"ll1ukee, and Ramsey Counties) the 
police referred three-fourths or more 
of the girls' cases. Parents or other 
relatives referred only 4 percent of the 
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boys' cases, as compared with 17 
percent of the girls' cases. In only 
one of the urban areas (New York City) 
were 10 percent or more of the boys' 
cases referred by parents or relatives. 

The differences in the somces of 
referral of boys' C';tses and of gu'ls' 
cases may be C?'plained in part by the 
fact that the largest proportion of the 
boys' cases were referred for stealing, a 
type of behavior that is more lilmly 
to come to the attention of the police, 
while Ul gU'ls' cases two of the principal 
reasons for referral were being ungov­
ernab[e and running away, conduct 
more lilmly to be referred to court by 
parents or other relatives. 

The proportion of cases referred by 
each source varies from comt to court, 
but in general the statistics show that 
social agencies do refer a small propor-· 
tion of the delinquency cp.ses that come 
to court. Tho importance of social 
agencies in dealing with delinquency 
problems should not be minimized, 
however, inasmuch as the small number 
of refcrrals to comt by these agencies 
may uldicate that they are handling 
without referral the problems of chil­
dren that come to theu' attention. 

Table 1.-Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1944: Boys' and girls' cases, by race, disposed of by 89 courts serving are.;s with populations of 100,000 or more and 
by 291 courts serving areas with populatior:s of less than 100,000 1 . 

Location oC arens served by courts ond cble! citles in certain arens 

---------------,----
Total cnses _____ ._ .... __ ...•. __ •....• ' •... _ ..•• __ ...•.• __ .. 

AREAS WITil 100,000 011 MORE rOP1iLATION_ •• _ •••• _ .............. __ 
• • 1-

nrn.lUU'q.\tJ I 
PUlaskI County (Llttlo nOck) ••• _._ ••••••••••••••• _............ . 

Cullforn!n , 
l,l)~ Angelos County (Los Angeles) 1 •• __ ............................ : 
I-1nn Diego ('ount~' (Snn Dlo/lOl ......... _._ ................... _ • .1 
i'ull Frnncisca-citYllllU county __ •. _ ....... _ ... _ .... _ .. _ ...... . 

21 Yes ••••• 858 506 

21 No •••• _. 4,108 3,450 
21 Y~s ••• _. 2,141 J,580 
21 No •••• __ 815 560 

ConMctlcut 
1,'jrRt district (BrldgCllort)._, ................. _ ....... . 
~rcond district (Now Uavonl._...... ..... . ... .. 
'I'llird district mnrtrord)._._ ....... _ .............. _ ..... _ 

nlslrlet of Columblll . 

16 Ycs._ •• _ 1,047 1,416 
III Yes ••• _. 1,600 1,302 
16 YC,'l ••••• 1,710 1,410 

FloriX:Sl1ington-City ----------- ••.• " ..... --'" ......... -..... .. 18 Yes ••••• 3,171 2,770 

r>ndo County (Mlnml) •• _.............. . . ....... . 
"i. Georgia 

Fulton County (Atlanta) ••• _ •• _ ••••• __ ............................. 1 
Indfunu 

Allen Oounty (Fort Wnyn~) ................... " ................ " 
LnkeCounty(Onry) ............ _. .. ___ ." .....•..•..... , 
Mar{ol1 County (Indlnnapolis) ...... '..... .... .... __ ........ i 
Elt. JoS~th County (Routh n~na) ••••• , ... . . 1 

J()~alldcr urgh Calmly (Evun,vllJ(·) ...... ::: -- .. ::::: .:'::::::::::::1 
l\olk \:01lnt6 (D('s Mofn~s) .................. ' ................... 1 

LOI!~;'~~~ ury ollnty (Sioux City) ......................... , ....... ! 
C,nddo Parisb (Sbreveport) ........... _ ........................... .1 

l\Iussucbusctts ' 1 
Boston 

Boston (central sectlon) ... __ . ... .. .. ...... 
BriflhtOI1.................... ........ .... ,'I 
Charlestowll ............................ ".... ' .... 1 

I?or~hcst~r....................... ....... .... -- .• 1 

~;~k~rr;,~~~~::::::::~:::"·::· :: .:: .. ::::. :::.:::::.: :":::::1 
ih'st noxbury ...... ,... ................. . . ! 

Central district of Worcester (Worcestcr) ........ :~:.:: .::. ::::::::: I 
See (ootnotes nt end of tallle. 

17 No •••••• 002 685 

10 yes ........... 1,370 1,122 

18 yes ••••• 633 492 
1M Y~s._ •• _ '!Ol 314 
18 Yt~s ...... __ 1,048 1,607 
1~ y~s ••••• 1,&2·1 070 
IS Ycs •• _._ 080 530 

21 Ycs •• ___ 76·1 654 
21 Ycs. __ •• 500 371 

17 Ycs. ____ 855 639 

17 No ........ __ 711 400 
17 No •••••• 47 40 
17 No •••••• 09 52 
17 No ...... 235 220 
17 No ...... 151l 

J.i2j 17 No. H2R 558 
11 No ..• ::: 117 lOS 
171 No •.•••• Hili IH 
17 No ...... 450 :108 

35~ 

040 
552 
249 

231 
208 
300 

401 

307 

JuvcnJlc·delinquency cases 

White 3 

274 251 

3,1M 566 
1,495 510 

409 226 

1,307 187 
1,277 265 
1,307 253 

1, "279 112 

~ ,. .... _----- -- .. -............ 

Negro and other 
nonwblte 

232 101 

305 83 
80 33 
05 22 

109 -14 
115 33 
103 47 

1,491 280 

.. -.... -_ .... -- ........ -... ----

Race not reported 

...... ----- .... --.- .. --- .. -
--·"--'5' -------- .. -

""-'---i 12 

.. .. _ .. oO- .... - .. ---- .... -- .... 
R ___ .. _____ ... . -----...... -.. ----- _ .... _----_ .. 
...... --- .. -.. - _ ................... 

685 307 

2M ••••••••••••• _ ••••• _ ._._ •• _ •••• _ •••• __ •• 1,122 2M 

141 '101 128 31 13 ••••• __ •••• _ •• __ •••• 
147 252 122 02 25 ••••• ___ •••• __ ., ••• _ 
·HI 1,007 
3M SO<1 
14,j 470 

316 
323 
125 

440 
106 

60 

125 •• __ ._,_ •• __ ._"_ •• _. 
at •••••.•••• 1 ... _ .. __ .. 
lU •••••• _." ••••• _ •• __ 

11 •••••••••• j ..... _ ...• 

o~ :::~:~:::: [~:::::: 
111) 5M 00 100 
135 351 131 20 

210 500 149 130 

215 •••• __ ••• , •• _ •••••• ___ ._ ••• _ ••• _._ ••• _ •• 
7 "_'." __ ' .................... _ •••••• _._ 

17 .'_.'.'." •••••••••••••• _ •••••• _._,_ •• _. 
15 .......... 'I .••••••••• , ••••••.••• ""'."" 
14 •••••••• -•••••••••• ! ....... -•• l ......... -
70 •••••••••• ' ..... _., ............... _ ••• __ • 
9 ._ ••••••• , ....................... ,. __ • __ 

11 _ ••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••• ___ • ____ •••••• 
52 ._._ •. _._.' ••• _ ••••• .1 ____ ._. __ ••• , •• ___ •• 

i 
40U I' 40 

52 
220 
142 
558 
108 
144 
398 

215 
7 

17 
15 
14 
70 
9 

11 
52 
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, ., b race disposed of by 89 courts serving areas with populations of 100,000 or more and 
Table 1.-Juvenile-delinquency caseb~1 ~~i~ !o:,.:s ~:~r,:~sar~c;:~s'wJh po';ulations of less than 100,000 I-Continued 

Juvenile-d~linquency eases 

Data 
Location of areas served by courts and chief cities in certain areas 

Age 
under 
which 

court has 
original 
jurisuir. 

tion 2 

include AU races 

unofficial .1-----.-----1---,---cases? 1-----.----,----1.---,--.-
Race not reported 'White 3 Negro and other 

nonwhite 

Ii Ko _____ _ 
Ii )10 _____ _ 
17 )10 _____ _ 
17 Ko _____ _ 
17 )10 _____ _ 
17 )10. ____ _ 
17 )10 _____ _ 
17 Ko _____ _ 
17 )10 _____ _ 
17 Ko _____ _ 

17 No. ____ _ 
17 No. ____ _ 

Mnssnchusetfs-C?nt!nued . ____ • ___ • ____ _ East Norfolk distrICt (Qumey)----_ •• ______ • ____ • __ ._ 
F"rst district of eastern Middlesex (Mcdford) ____ ._ •••• _________ ._. 
i.~wrence district (Lawren~L __________ • ________ •. _. _______ • _____ _ 
Lowell district (LowelJ) __ ._. ____ ~------------- •••• --•• -------------
Second distri.ct f!r Bristol (F.all RlVer}. ________ • ___ •• _ •• __ :::::::::: 
Somerville dlstrJc~ (S_omervillc) • ____ • ________ • __ • ____ • ____________ _ 
Southern Essex dlstrlCt (Lynn) _______ • _____ • _______ • ___ _ 
S ringfiald district (Springfi~ld) ___ • ________ •• ________ • ____ • ___ : __ 
¥bird district of Bristol (New Bedford} __ ._"._ •• ___________ • ______ _ 
Third district oC eastern Middlesex (Cambrldge} __ ... _._. _________ _ 

Michigan (G d}' p'ds) __ ._. _____ • ___ _ Kent County .ran ,a I ___ . ____ .. _. _____ . __________________ _ 
Wayne County (Detroit) __ • ___ . _________ ••• __ • ____ • 

Mi ncsotn 18 No __ ._._ 

315 
2[,7 
101 
82 

163 
III 
148 
241 
2~5 
300 

505 
2.450 

1.270 
684 

nHennePin County (Minneapolis) '.--- .-------•• -.-::::::::::::::: 18 No. __ • __ 
Ramsey County (St. Paul} ___ ._ •• _________ .________ 17 Yes .•• __ 1.858 

Missouri t (K C'ty) - -.---.------- Y 1 827 Jackson Coun y ,-ansas I -.--------------:-:::_: _____ ._______ 17 es ___ •• • St Louis-city. ______ • __ •• ____ •• : __ • _______ • ___ • 17 Yes_____ 492 
St: Louis County (Uniyersity City) •• - ---------------------------- 423 

Ne¥UeJ:~ County (Jersey City)_ --.-.--------.------.--------------- : ig ~g:::::: 263 
Union County (Elizabeth)._ .-•• --•• ----------.-------------------- 253 

New York 716 No. ____ _ 
Albnny County (Albnny) .- .. ---.----.----.--------:::::::::::::::: 716 No._____ 110 
Broome ('ounty (Binghamton) .• --.-------.-------________________ 716 )10_____ 158 Chnutauqua County (Jamesto\'?'n) ____ • _________ .__ 716 No______ 82 
Dutchess County (PoughkeepSIe) --. -.-.--------------.--::::::::: 7 16 No._____ rr~ 
Eric County (BuffaIO} __ • __ • __ ._._ •••• _ •• ____ • ___ ._::::::: ____ .____ 716 No_.____ 213 
Monroe County (ROchcster\ -.---.- ..... -------.-- ~ i~ No. __ •• _ 6.665 

~~~a~o;~~iiY ~:~~~::~~.~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 7 16 ~g:::::: 254 
Niagara County (Niagara Falls)_ •• _. ______ •• ____ • __________ • ___ .__ 716 No______ 191 
Oneida County (Utica}. __ ..... __ •• _______________ • __ ~::::::::::::: 716 No .. ____ 343 
Onondaga County (Syracuse) .. -------------------.--______________ 716 No ----- 2~g Orange County (Newburgh) _____ ._._._._. ____ •• __ • llG No .• _._ 
Rensselaer County (Troy)._ ... _. ___ ._._._._ •• _._. ________________ • 716 No. __ •. _ 188 
Schenectady County (Schenectady) . -.--•• --.. ------------•• ---. 716 No ... ___ 86 Sufl'olk County (Po.tchogup} .• __ • __ • ___ ._. ______ •• __________ • _____ • , 16 No_.____ 360 
Westohestcr County (Yonkers). ___ ._._._._. _________ ._. __ .________ 989 

Ohio 18 Yes_ • __ • Butler Cowlty (Hamilton City} __ • ____ ._. ______ ._:.::::::::::::::: 18 Yes •.• __ 3,760 
CUYllhoga Cowlty (Cieveland) ______________ ••••• - _ .... ______ ••• _ 18 Yes .. ____ 1.179 
Franklin County (COIU,)lbus),. -----------... ---.--- _ •••.•• _. ___ •• 18 Yl'S. _.__ ~. 825 Hamilton County (Cincumuti)_._ •• ___ • _______ ._.... _ 18 Yes._.__ 364 
Lorain County (Elyria).--._ •... __ •••• _. _____ • __ •. _.______________ 18 Yes_._.. 1.582 
Muhoniug County (Youngstown} ___ • _____ • __ ._ ••• __ •••• __________ 18 Yes •• ___ 1.813 
Montgomery Countl' (Dayton)._:_. ______ • ___ ._. ___ ::::::::::::::: 18 Yes_____ 112 Stark County (Canton} ... _ ••• __________ • ______ .____ ___ 18 Yes .• ___ 1.942 

292 
213 
87 
73 

141 
100 
140 
191 
218 
257 

430 
1.982 

914 
563 

1.403 
1.215 

422 

361 
226 

205 
84 

136 
66 

710 
162 
184 

5.¥~~ 
1<14 
280 
71 

170 
159 
73 

310 

742 
2.823 

798 
3.037 

257 
1.318 
1,454 

82 
1.638 

386 

837 

Summit County (Akron). · .. ·r·--·----------------··--·-------· _ 18 Yes ____ • 474 Trumbull County (Warren) _____ • ______________ • _____ • ____ .______ Yes. __ ._ 1.245 

- Okl¥'~I';a':.city •• - ___ • __ •••••• ___________________________ ---------.--.- 16.18 3.205 2.800 
Orellon 18 Yes_. __ _ . Multnomah County (Portland}_. ____ • _____ •• ____________ • _____ •• _ 2.557 

Pennsylvania h) 18 No __ •• __ 3.238 196 
Allegheny County (Pittshurg . -------------.----.--------.------ 18 No • __ ._ 220 2iO 
Derks Co:mty (Rending) ..... -.--.------.---.-----.----------- 18 No._.... 297 7.959 Montgomery Couuty {Norristown)_. ___________________________ .__ 18 Yes .. ___ 9.395 
PhIladelphia-city and county ... _. ___________ • ____ • _____ • ____ •• ___ 1. "'~ 899 

Rhode Island )9 ____ .________ 918 No ____ _ 
~I State (Providence .. -.---••• - ••••• -----.----.-----.- - 336 
r~Sonth Carolina (G lIle) __ • ______ ~ ____ • 16 Yes._... 4113 

.. Greenville County rcenv •• ------.--------.--. 2.058 1.026 
Texas 17.18 Ycs __ .•• 18"5 D~xar County (San Antonlo} •••• -___ • ___ ._ ••• ______ ::::::::::::::: 17,18 Yes_... 2.382 • D 

DnUas County (Dallas)_ •••. -.--.--.----.---------- 1.627 1. ,Jai Utat ~ IB Yes. __ ._ 
t: (0 d ) .------.--•• -. 8 v 2 472 2 123 First district II( en .- ........ ---.-.--.--•• --.------- 1 • es.. •••• l' 436 

Second district (Salt rAlke City)------.--•• --.-:::::::::::::::::::::: 18 Yes. __ ._ 1,681 • ' Third distrlot (Provo} __ ._ •• _ ••• ____ • _____ •• _._ 1.316 970 
Vll1dnlll _. ____________ • ____ .__ 18 No .... .. 

Norfolk-clty._ -" •• --.------.-•• ----••• -.----- 18 Yes. .... 440 350 

Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 

292 23 23 ----.----- -------.-- ---------- ---------- 213 44 
41 --- ••••• -- ---------. ---------- .---- R7 14 
14 --.----•• - .--------••• -------- ---------- 73 9 

2~ •• -::::::.: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: l~~ n 
1§ -•. --::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: iriZ 5g 
50 •• -.-----•• -------.- •• --.--.-- .--------- 218 Ii 

4;! ::::~~~~~f::::~~~: ::::::~~~: ::::::::~: -:::::~~~: ::::::::~~ 
Sial 
538

1 

356 
121 

455 
612 

70 

1.129 ' 
753 
344 

342 
108 

389 
378 
62 

39 
25 

272 
445 
78 

13 2 1 13 _. __________ • ______ _ 

66 
2lf, 

8 

2 _________ _ 

17 19 

62 _______________________________________ _ 
361 
226 

62 
37 37 

48 
26 
22 
16 

127 
56 
29 

1,043 
76 
47 
63 
19 
56 
20 
13 
50 

247 
937 
381 
788 
107 
264 
359 
30 

304 
88 

408 

205 48 

======:::= ::=::::::: ~:::::==== :::::::==: Iii ?! 
- •• -.- ---------- ---- - --.----.-- 710 127 

.--.:::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :_________ 162 56 
---____ ._ 184 20 

----~~~~~: :::~~:~~~: ~:::~~~~~: ----:-=~~- -·----nf -.------~~ 
------.--- --.----- •• --.-.--.-•• ------ 280 63 
---.------ -.-------- -'-'--'--- ---------- 71. 19 
-.-.------ ----.-.--- .--------- ---------- 170 56 
---------- -----•• -.- ----- •• --- ---------. 159 ~9 

.--------- --------.- .-----.--- ---.. ---.- 73 13 

:::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: ::-::_____ 310 50 

682 
2.065 

586 
2.339 

22i 
1.003 
1.171 

72 
1.464 

3:;t) 

693 

216 
621 
312 
610 
95 

161 
286 
29 

253 
71 

339 

58 
723 
198 
093 

29 
313 
256 

9 
174 

55 

144 

31 
301 

68 
178 
12 

103 
71 
1 

51 
16 

69 

3~ -·----·-is 
14 1 

5 
1 
2~ _MO. -----2 
1 

"'---'-r ·-----·--i 

405 •• ____ • ______ • ___ ._ ••••• ________ • ____ ._ 2.800 405 

681 
24 
27 

1,436 

148 

97 

732 
527 

106 
3,19 
245 

346 

1.939 
182 
229 

4.336 

868 

241 

1.761 
1.300 

1.408 
2.110 
1.432 

558 

453 
23 
19 

764 

134 

64 

636 
312 

193 
346 
243 

247 

618 
14 
41 

3.623 

31 

95 

165 
5<16 

23 
13 

'1 

412 

228 ••• __ • _____________ _ 
1 _. _______ . _____ . ___ _ 
8 _______ .. ,.. ____ :;:.:.~ __ _ 

672 • _________ • ___ .. ___ _ 

14 ..... ______________ _ 

33 _. _______ • ___ .. ____ _ 

96 _______ • ___ • __ • __ • __ 
215 ._ •• _________ • __ • __ • 

~ -.-------- ---'-"-'i 
2 ............ _ ... ______ ... ___ .... _ 

99 • _____ • __ • ___ • _____ • 

90 __ •• _ .... _ ........ _ .. __ .... __ .. _ ..... ~ .. __ ........ _ .... ___ .... Washlllgton (T ) --.-.-------.---. 8 Y "46 407 Pierce County ucoma -.-•• --•• --••••• --.-.-.-.-- _____ •• _. ___ ••• 1 as.____ u 139 ..... ___ •. __ •• __ ._ 
350 
407 

90 
139 

820 300 71 _. ____ •• _ •• __ • ___ • __ 
Spokaue County (SIlOkl\no) ••• ______ • __ • ____ • _____ •• __ 6.617 5.726 891 5.426 

Wisconsin C t (Milwaukee) -•• ------------.. -•• - 18 yes_..... 714 1.842 530 162 3.632 641 Milwaukee oun y .-••••••••• --.- __ ._ ... _... 13.1\21 10.876 2.6,15 6. _____ _ 
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Missouri: 112 CO'I~ts ... _. ___ ... __ ••• _._ ••• _ •••• __ ._ •• _.__ __ ._ •• _._. __ 
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Places of detention care 
The places in which children are 

cared for overnight or longer, pending 
hearing or disposition of their cases, 
and the extent of the care given them 
are dependent in part on the facilities 
available in local communities and in 
part on community attitudes on the 
need for detention. In some localities 
children brought to court in delinquency 
cases are detained for ahnost all types 
of offenses, whereas in others only cer­
tain types of delinquency are considered 
serious enough to warrant detention 
care. 

Desirable standards of juvenile-court 
work require that children shall never 
be detained in jails or police stations. 
They should be allowed to remain in 
their own homes unless home conditions 
make immediate removal necessary, or 
unless the children are so far beyond the 

control of their parents or guardians 
that there is danger of r.epetition of 
behavior menacing to themselves or to 
their communities, or unless detention 
is the only way that the children's pres­
ence in court can be assured. If de­
tention is deemed necessary, suitable 
facilities other than jails or police sta­
tions should be used. These standards 
are widely accepted in principle, as is 
evidenced by legal restrictions placed on 
most juvenile courts against detaining 
children in j ails or police stations; yet 
in practice extensive use of' improper 
facilities for detention continues to be 
reported-table 5. 

were detained at least part of the time 
in jails or police stations .. The place 
of detention care most frequently re­
ported for both boys' and girls' cases 
was a detention home; the reported use 
of boarding homes for detention care 
was negligible. 

Disposition of cases 
.-

The disposition of cases by the 
various courts depends on the practices 
of the courts and on the availability of 
facilities for court superVISIOn, fm' 
institutional care of children needing 
such service, or for other services to 
children. 

Delinquent children were detained 
overnight or longer pending hearing ar 
disposition of their cases in 33,809 of 
the 77,859 caSes for wh~ch information 
on detention care was reported. In 25 
percent of these 33,809 cases the children 

Table 2.-Juvenile.delinquency cases, 1944: Ages of boys and of girls when 
referre,1 to court, in cases disposed of by 380 courts 

The disposition most frequently made 
in 1944 in both boys' and girls' cases 
was "dismissed, adjusted, or held open 
without further action"-table 6. This 
disposition was made in 46 percent of 
the boys' cases and in 35 percent of the 

Table 4.-juvenile-delinquency cases! 1944: Sources of reference fo court, 
in boys' and in girls' cases disposed of by 380 Courts 

JuwniJe-dellnquency cases 

Age of child when referred 
to court Numher "-'-1 ---. 

Percent 

Total BoyS Girls I Total Boys Girls 
-------~--Total cnse~ ..... _____ • 118.626 95.827 22.799 

.. - .. - ~ ¥. ~ ~ ~ ... -~ .... -~ .. ~ _ .... w .. _~ .... _ ::.~= -----== - -Age TCported •• _ •• __________ 
107, e08 86.724. 20,78i 100 100 100 - - ------------Ulld~r 10 years. ________ 

4.141 3.730 411 4. 4 2 10 yenrs, under 12 _______ 7.779 6.995 784 7 8 4 12 years. under 14_. _____ 17,892 14.74.4 3.148 17 17 15 14 years. Ullder 16._. ____ 40. EBI 31.304 9.277 38 36 45 16 years and over _. ___ ._ 37.115 29.951 7,164 34 35 34 Age 1I0t mportCd. __________ 
11.118 9.11>3 / 2.015 r ...... --

-- .. ¥~ -. ....... .. _--------

Table 3.-juvenile-delinquency cases! 1944: Reasons for reference to court, 
in boys' and in girls' cases disposed of by 380 courts 

'I--~----- Jl1yelllJc'd~lInq~;,~~;::- -

Reason fggJ~[er~nC<\ to '=~_~-umber --==-L ---. ~~= 
' I I I 

'fotnl I Boy~ I Girls Total Boys Girls 
-----.------ ~- --.--'----.~- -_ .. _1 ___ .-__ ~ __ .. _. __ 

95.827 22,790 
ItMson (01' l'rfcrencc rc' 

ported •..• --- .••• -... -•• ~~.O~_~2._ 21.01~ 
Steallng ... ___ •• _ ••••• __ 37.217 35.035 2.182 
Act of Cnrelessllrss or 

mlschiPf. __ .•• __ •• _ ... 
Trame vlolotio11._ •••••• 
·fruancy •••• _ ••••• __ •••• 
HUrilIing away •• -_ ••. _. 
Being ungovernahle •••• 
SCl( Offense ••• _____ •• __ • 
Injury to persoll ••• ____ _ 
othrr rea,ou .... _ .•...•• 

Heoson tor f('ferenell lIot re. 
ported ._ ••••• _ •• __ •.• ____ _ 

10.120 
8.730 
U,226 
0.088 
9.853 
6,433 
3.290 
6.50., 

9.558 

17.858 
8.50'1 
6.352 
5.419 
5.230 
2,681 
2.855 
,1.027 

1.262 
172 

2,874 
4.269 
4.617 
3,752 

435 
1.478 

7. SOD I 1.758 

100 

34 

18 
8 
8 
o 
o 
o 
3 
5 

100 

40 

20 
10 
7 
o 
11 
3 
3 
5 

-~- .. , .. ~ ~ ....... ~.~. I"~· 

I 

100 

10 

6 
1 

H 
20 
22 
18 
2 

Juvenile-delinquency cases 

Sonrce oC reference 
Number Percent to court 

Total Boys Girls ------.- .. _-----..,.--- Totol 'BOYS ;irlS ---------
~~~-··:I~~·= 'rotal cases_. ''''_'' __ 118.626 95. 827 22. 799 

== Sonrce of rerorenc~·reported __ 94.344- 75.915 18.429 100 I 100 100 ---Pollce _. 
School depiliim~iit::::: 65.478 56,309 9.169 -.-----Q9 74 50 7.486 5.089 2.397 8 7 13 Probntio.n officer ... _____ 2.685 1.935 750 3 2 4 Other courL ______ • ____ 

1.688 1.368 320 2 2 2 SocIal ag~ncy. __ •• ______ 
1.613 681 062 2 1 5 Parents or relath·es _____ 6.362 3,099 3.263 7 4 17 Other individuaL _ •• ___ 7.812 6.573 1.239 8 9 7 Othcr SOurce . - ~~~~ ___ k 1.190 861 329 1 1 2 I 

Source oC reference not reo 
ported ._ •• ______ • __ ._._ •• 

19.912 
-~.....-~--

24. 282 1 4.370 /. _______ ._ --------- .. ------- .. --

Table 5.-juvenile-delinquency cases! 1944: Places of detention 
boys and of girls, in Cases disposed of by 380 Courts 
--------.....--~ 

1 JUVOlll1l'-d~Jil1quency cages 

Plnco oC dl>tc>ntiou rare Number Percent 

care of 

----..,----.---1------.--_ . ..,---
'rotnl Boys Girls Total Doys Girls 

Total cases __ 
---- ""~ .... -.- ~ ----------~----------

...... -- 1]8.626 05.827 22.799 
=-~~,-:::::::'::=---=..-~ 

D~t"ntJol1 care rcportcd. _. 77.859 62.304 15.495 100 100 100 ---------
44.050 36.363 7.687 57 

)10 detcntion caw Ovcr. 
night. '_ ••.• _ ...... _'_ 

)NI'ntJon core over-
night or longer •.•• 33.809 26.001 7.808 43 42 50 

------------~~--.-lloartlln!\' homo_._.. 132 82 50 (') (.) (.) 

58 50 

lJ('(entlon homo 2.. 23.032 17,254 5.778 29 28 37 
Other InstilUtion.. 713 460 253 1 1 2 
Jail or POliN> sta. 

tion 3 ...... _'" __ _ 
Oth~r Illael'ofenr~ I 
Ploee of cor~ not re-
port~d " ___ "' __ 

Detention coro not r~ported.1 

R.616 
504 

812 

40, i67 

7.211 
355 

639 

33. 463 1 

1.105 
l<J9 

173 

7.30·1 

11 
1 

1 

11 
1 

1 

9 
1 

1 

............... _- .. - ........ _- ........ _R .. _ ... _~ __ ~ 

• Less than 0.5 percent. 
2 Includl'S cnses of childrcn cared (or 11art oC tho tlmo In detention homeR and part oC tho 

time elsewhcre but excludl'S caSl'S of children also cared for in Jolls br pollee stations. 
3 Includ~s cases of chll~ren cored for part of the timc In Jails or police stations lind part of thc time ~Iscwhere. 
I lneludrs cases oC chlidr~n cored for In more than ono plnco but In placcs ethcr than deten­tion honlCs, Jails. or poJicO stations. 

5 



Places of detention care 
The places in which children are 

cared for overnight or longer, pending 
hearing or disposition of their cases, 
and the extent of the care given them 
are dependent in part on the facilities 
available in local communities and in 
part on community attitudes on the 
need for detention. In some localities 
children brought to court in delinquelicy 
cases are detained for almost all types 
of offenses, whereas in others only cer­
tain types of delinquency are considered 
serious enough to warrant, detention 
care. 

Desirable standards of juvenile-court 
work require that children shall never 
be detained in jails or police stations. 
They should be allowed to remain in 
their own homes unless home conditions 
make immediate removal necessary, or 
unless the children are so far beyond the 

control of their parents or guardians 
that there is danger of r.epetition of 
behavior menacing to themselves or to 
their communities, or unless detention 
is the only way that the children's pres­
ence in court can be assured. If de­
tention is deemed necessary, suitable 
facilities other than jails or police sta­
tions should be used. These standards 
are widely accepted in principle, as is 
evidenced by legal restrictions placed on 
most juvenile courts against detaining 
children in jails 01' police stations; yet 
in practice extensive use of' improper 
facilities for detention continues to be 
reported-table 5. 

Delinquent children were detained 
overnight or longer pending hearing OT 

disposition of their cases in 33,809 of 
the 77,859 cases for wh~ch information 
on detention care was reported. In 25 
percent of these 33,809 cases the children 

were detained at least part of the time 
in jails or police stations .. The place 
of detention care most frequently re­
ported for both boys' and gil'ls' cases 
was a detention home; the reported use 
of boarding homes for detention care 
was negligible. 

Disposition of cases 
.-

The disposition of cases by the 
various courts depends on the practices 
of the courts and on the availability of 
facilities for court superVISIOn, fOl' 
institutional care of children needing 
such service, or for other services to 
children. 

The disposition most frequently made 
in 1944 in both boys' and girls' cases 
was "dismissed, adjusted, or held open 
without further action"-table 6. This 
disposition was made in 46 percent of 
the boys' cases and ill 35 percent of the 

Table 2.-Juvenile-delinquency cases/ 1944: Ages of boys and of girls when 
referre.f to court, in cases disposed of by 380 courts 

Table 4.-Juvenile-delinquency cases/ 1944: Sources of reference to court, 
in boys' and in girls' cases disposed of by 380 courts 

JuwniIr·dellnquenc~' cases 

Age of child whrn referrrd Xumber 
"---1 ~-

Percent to court -.--
Total Boys Girls Total ~:~I~ 

Total cases ••••• _ ••••• llS.620 95,827 22,799 .. -". .... ~ ...... ~ ~ ..... ~,.. .... -.. -~ ~ .. ~ ......... 
:::~~= = == ----.------Age reported •.••• _ •• _ •• __ •• 107,C08 86,724 20,784 100 100 100 --------- '----------Under 10 years. ______ ._ 4,141 3,730 411 4 4 2 

10 yeats, under 12 •••• __ • 7.779 6,995 784 7 8 4 
12 years, under 14 ••• _ ••• 17,802 14,744 3,148 17 17 15 
14 s~urs, uuder 16._ ••• _. 40. ES1 31.304 0,277 38 30 45 
16 ycars and over ___ •••• 37, Uti , 20,051 7,104 34 35 a4 

Age llot reported •. _ ..... ___ 1l,1J8 I 9, IU3 l 2.015 . __ .......... .............. -.. --_. ----

Table 3.-Juvenile.delinquency cases/ 1944: Reasons for reference to court, 
in boys' and in girls' cases disposed of by 380 courts 

h~' ·~-~--I=~ __ ~~llnq~;~~~~s~s_. ______ _ 

Henson for rer~r~noo to 1 lSumbrr Percent 
court • 

_~_. _I_~~~~[-_~-.~-Y-B-,."-L-_o-~ I~rl-s-I_~~t~_ ~~~' __ .=Hrls 

Totol cns~s .......... " 
R('nsoll (01' 1'('ferNIC() reo 

ported •• _ ..•. , ............ . 

StealJl1g ............... . 
Act of cnl'~lesSlwss or 

mlschiH ............. . 
'l'ram~ vlolntlon ...... _. 
'£runnry ................ . 
Hunlllug owny ........ . 
n~lng 1111Rowrllnblc •••• 
SeX otreJls~........ .•••• 
InjUry to persall ....... , 
Othrr r~a~Oll., ..•.•...•• 

Renson for rCINCJ1CC not rc· 
ported ................... . 

118, tl20 95,827 22,799 . .. ••. _.~~ .~~ ~~ .~,_ 
. :~----~ ~~~ :::.,~.=.~-~.'.:' -:~; .-:-;---.::;:::~-:.::::::, ::;-"::-- ~:'.:.--. ~--:.--'--:::.:.--::=--:: 

100,008 88, 027 21, 0,11 __ w ___ _..._-....... _____ ,. ___ _ 

37,217 35,035 2,182 

19,120 17,858 1,202 
ii,730 8,50,1 172 
0,220 0,352 2,8701 
9, (l88 5, ·119 4,260 
9,853 5,231) 4,017 
0,43:1 2,681 3,7ti2 
3, .200 2,S1i5 435 
5,505 4,027 1, ·178 

9,558 ;.800 I 1, 7581 ~ 

1110 

3·J 

18 
8 
8 
o 
9 
6 
3 
5 

100 100 
.-.. -.lo'j---·-Ul 

20 6 
10 1 
7 1-1 
II 20 
t1 22 
3 IS 
3 2 
5 7 

Juvenile-delinquency cases 
- -Source of reference Number Percent to court ._-

'1'otol I BoyS Total Doys Girls Girls 
___ a...,--_ •••• __ ~ ___ 

==~~--'f=''''= Total cases .. ' ___ "' __ 118,626 95,827 22,799 
= = = Sourcc of ref~rcncr·rcported .• 94.344 75,915 18,429 100 100 100 ------------Polico .. ~. ___ • __ ._ ••• __ • 65, ·Ji8 56.309 9,169 69 74 50 

Scllool department_ ••• _ 7,486 5,089 2,397 8 7 13 
Probat!O,n omccr_ •••• _ •• 2,685 1,935 7liO 3 2 4 
Other court.~_ ...... _ ••• 1,688 1,368 320 2 2 2 
Social agency ........... 1,643 681 962 2 1 5 
Pnrents or relatives .• _ .• 6,362 3,099 3,263 7 4 17 
Other indivlduaL._._._ 7,812 6,573 1,239 8 9 7 
Other sourcc ~ - ~ .. ~ ~- -- ~ 1,190 801 329 1 1 2 

Source of reference not reo 
4,370 , •••• _ •.•.• ported .... ____ .. _ .. _ ... _. 24,282 19,912 -----_ .... _- --_ .. _- .. ---

_'~r~ __ ~ 

Table 5.-Juvenile.delinquency cases, 1944: Places of detention care of 
boys and of girls, in cases disposed of by 380 courts 

Juvellll('-delinqu~llcy ca~es 

: -
PI nce of dctentlou care Number Percent 

. 
Total Boys Girls Totnl Days Girls 

- - - --~ 
e.--..-.... -. " __ -.-.---------~---------

Totnl cases ~ _ -~ ~ ~ .. -- .. 11$,626 95,827 22,799 .. .. -............. .. -~ .. ~ .. " ....... ~ .... -.. -...... -
--'- --_ .......... --.------= = = n Uon care reported. .. 77,859 62,364 15,495 100 IDa 100 -------------------

'0 detention care over· 
nlgllt .... _ ........... 44,050 30,303 7,687 57 58 50 

)ctl'llt1on cnre over· 
33,R09 night orlongH ~ ...... 26,001 7,808 43 42 50 

-"------------- ---_._.- ---
Boarding home ..... 132 82 50 (I) <I) (I) 
l)(.t~lltIOIl llOme 2 .. 23,032 17,254 5,778 29 28 37 
Other Institution. 713 400 253 1 1 2 
Jail or polie(' stn· 

t/on 3~ .• ,. 8,616 7,211 1,405 Jl 11 0 
Oth~r Jllac('ofrnr~ j' 504 355 1019 1 1 1 
Pla('~ of care not r~· 

ported -~ ,. - ~ "." ~ ~ 812 639 173 1 1 1 
J 

ntlon carenol reported.l 40,767 33,463 7,304 .................. - "'-"--"""-- ~ ......... -~ .. " .. 
I Less than 0.5 percent. 
2111cludes cnses of children carrd for 11art of tho tlmo In detention homeR and part ot the 

time clseWhefl' but excludes cases of children also eared (or In Jnlls br police statlolls. 
I rMlud~s cases of ch!l(lT('n cared for part of the tillle in Jnns or police stations lind part at 

till' time eIsewlwre. 
f Includes cnses (l{ clllldren carrd tor In more thnn ono place but In places c;ther than deten· 

tlon hOllies, Jails, or l)ollcQ stations. 
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gifls' case~ f01' which dispo~ition w.as 
reported. '-'The high proportIOn of dis­
missals, especially in boys'· cases, ~ay 
mean that many children are bemg 
brought into court needlessly or that 
they need services other than those the 
courts are equipped to provide. In 
approximately one-third of. both boys' 
and girls' cases. the children were 
placed under the supervision of proba­
tion officers. Of the boys' cases, 8 
percent were disposed of by commit­
ment or refen'al to an institution, and 
3 percent by commitment or referl'~l. to 
an agency or individual. The differ­
ences between the dispositions in boys' 
cases and those in girls' cases may be 
attributed partly to differences in the 
types of behavior for which boys and 
girls were most frequently referred to 
court. (See section REASON FOR RE­

FERRAL TO COURT.) 

DECREASE IN CASES, 1943 TO 1944 

Of the 380 courts reporting on delin­
quency cases disposed of in 1944, 369 
had reported also in 1943. The num­
ber of cases disposed of by these 36() 

courts decreased from 1943 to 1944, to 
the :following extent: 

crease was greater for the courts serving 
areas with populations of less than 
100,000 than for the courts serving areas 

All Bovs' Girls' 
Percent decrease, 1943 to 1944, in cases cases cases cases with larger populations. 

disposed of- 4, 
By 369 courts_. ____ • __ . ______ . ____ ._ 5 5 During the war period, when year-
By 88 courts serving areas witb pop-

ulations of 100,000 or morc .• ______ 4 4 to-year increases were noted in the num-
By 281 courts serving areas with pop· 

ulations orIess tban 100,000_ .•• _.. 12 12 10 bel' of delinquency cases disposed of by 
It will be noted that both in boys' reporting courts, the incr<;ases were ~ot 

cases and in girls' cases the percent de- as marked :for courts ,servm~ areas wlth 
Table 6.-Juvenile.delinquency cases, 1944: Dispositions of boys' and of girls casesl d,sposed of by 

380 courts 

Juvenile.delinquency cases 

Disposition of case 

Total Boys Girls 

Percent Number 

TotJlI Boys \~~_ 
118,626 95,827 22,799 -----------. --.-----.--- .-----.-•• -

Total cases .••..• --•. -.-.-.-•.• -----.-•••• - 109,745 88,555 21,190 100 10(r'·'··· 100 
Dispositiou reported. - -. ···--··-··-·-···-·-·----I-~~::...I-....:::::.::=-I--===-I----I----I--~-

Case dismissed, ~djusted, or beld open witb- 40,556 7,354 44 46 35 
out furthcr actlOl!. _______ . __ . --.-------.-- 47,910 0"7 0 995 32 32 33 

Child supervised by probatiou o~cer: -.,--- 35,022 ~', 280 2' 633 9 8 12 
Child committed or referred to anmstttutton·I--.::9'~0.::13:.1--~=:..I---..:·~+--__::+--__;5:-1-----;;7 

State institution for dcliuquent children_ 6,093 '1,670 1 414 ~ 2 4. 

~!~il ~~m~~lg~_:o:_~~~~~~_e~:~~I!~~:~~~ 2, m I, ~g~ ':~~ (1) 1 (1) 1 (1) 1 
Other institution .. ______________________ 766 465 

C~I£;rcfu;:l~::~~_~:_r:!~::~~_:~~~_~~~~~:_~:.'_-.:4,~3~08:.1-_...::2,:.:6.:::69:..1--~1,:..:~:.:6:+----:::+----:::-I----~: 
Public departmeuL ________ .___________ 1,202 1,~~ 1,178 3 2 G 
Other agency or individuaL____________ 3,106 

ro~ ~_ 11 II U 
Otber disposition of easc_ .. _ ._._____________ 12,592 , 

Disposition not reportcd. _____ • ________________ • 8,881 7,272 1.609 --------- ...... - --· ... _--------1-- ... ----_ .... --

1 Less Lhan 0.5 percent. 

b f c ses disposed of bv 78 courts serving areas with populations of 100,000 or more 1 um er 0 a -- .~.~--.. ~ 

Juwnile.deJinquency cases ~ Population , ' <) 
rca change I (percent)2 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1913 ;-'1~19,44 Location of areas served by courts and ehieC city In n 

53,134 .... +--.~- ........ ----- .. -. --~-- .. ~~~ ... ~-
Total eases •. _. __ •. ---- .• ---_.----- ••.. - ----.--- .• ------ -------

701 
... ~ .... -~ .. ---- .. -------- +6.2 

+12.8 2,438 _w _______ .. 'O' .. _ .. ,. .. ____ 

.. ----_ .. ---- ........ -...... '" +42.9 2,045 
+8.7 654 .. -_ .. _ .. --- .. -_ .. --- .. ---

+24.2 1,867 .................. -- .. -.. -.... -.... 
816 ......... -.... _ ... ----- .... -_ .... +10.0 

+4.2 1,121 
" ~ - ~ -~ 

.'. H~"_~ __ "~ ~k~ 

-1.5 107 . ~ - - . - . ... ~ ~ .-
244 =1=4.1 ."¥-

_ .. " _ •• ~ ~ w 

7.3 017 .. .- . .. ." <--'''--
+7.0 456 -~ - , -. -. ~ - - .-

+15.7 153 
~ - - - -

• ~ .. _ ~ _ R" _. _ - - ~ ., 

054 -13.4 
- ~ . -- ---- ._. 

-7.0 281 ---. ~"-.,. .... ~~~ --- .. ~-~ 

544 1-5.1 .-- - - - . ~ . 
! -5.1 20 .- . . . - ~ - - .. 
7 -5.1 75 -- .. -- • w ~ .... 

7 -5.1 107 
- ~ _ .. - ~ -~ -- - - - .. - .. ~ 258 - ---~ -- ~, ~ - -. 7 -5.1 

7 -S.l 486 
1-6.1 120 
7 -n.1 141 
7 -0.2 334 
7 -5.t 147 
, -n.l H6 _. 
7 -5.1 70 -----~ . ~ --.. +. - _. 

--~~.-~.~--~-~ .. 7 -5.1 112 .--
7 -Ii. 1 140 

~,_ •• __ ~_ .. w~_ .. _~~~ ... _ 

1 -5.1 81 
~ ...... __ ~._~ __ H .. "~~~_~~ 

118 __ .~. ~ __ ~~_~ .. ~~_~. M. __ 7 -Ii. 1 
.. ' -_. 7 -2.0 166 

~ . * - -
7 -0.1 145 
! -5,1 138 

Arktpnti'l:ki County (I lttlc Rock). - -.--.------.------------------­
Calirornia Los Angl>\CS County (Los Ang~le5) 3_ •• _ ••• ___ •.•• _ .. _. ----.----. 

San Diego County (San Diego). _______ .• · __ .··_··_··· __ • __ __ 
San Fraucisco-city and county ----.--------.--.- •.... -- ... ----

District of Columbia \Vnshington-clty _____ • _________ - ---- -' - •• -- -- -. - •..• -. -----. --
Florida 

Dllde County (Mitlml) - ---... ----------.- .... ----.----.- .----

Gco~iton County (Atlanta)._ •. _ •• _ ........ ·. __ ·_·_· .. '.-'-. --. 
Indiana ( 

AlleIl County (Fort Wayne). -.... -... - .•.. 
I,nk~ COlwty (Onry) •.•..• --- ..... -.. --.- ......... -. 
l\larlon CQunty (I IlclianRpolis) -.- •. -- -.- . -.. 
St Josl'ph County (South Bend).. ____ •.. _._ 
Vnlldcrburgh County (Evansvllle)._ ..... -.-. 

IOW~VoOdbUry County (Sioux City) 1 ••..• -.-- .•• -- •• - .•. - ••••• ---. 

LouW~d3o Pnrlsh (ShtQv~port) 6_.~ .•. _ •.• ____ ••.• ___ .... 
MnssuchuBetta 

DosWg~ton (Cl'ntrnl scctlon) ... _ ..... - . 
llri~hton ..... -•• -.,,- .. . 
Chnrlestowu ...... -- •... ' .... . 
norclt~swr .• _ ....••... 
East Boston •• -.... . ........ - ... .. 
Hoxbury ••• ___ ... · ... 
Routh Doaton •••.• - .. - . .. ,. 
West EOlChury ... ".-........ -

Oentral district oC Worcester (Worcester) --. 
En.~t Norfolk district (Qulncy) .. _. __ . __ •• __ •.. -. 
first dIstrict of eastern Middlesex (Medford) •. - .-. - -.... . 
Lawrenr~' clfstrlct (Lawr~llCl').- .... - .- .. -.-- -.-- ... . 
Low~1l district (Low~ll)._ ...... · .... """. '"-' •. -'.'-.' 
S~cond district of Drlsto.l (Fall Elver)._ ••. -""" .... "·-· ".'-
Som~rvi\lo distrIct (SOITh ~vme)... . - •. ,," ... ---.-- -.- ..... -
Southrrn ESSPX district (Lynu) .... -... -.--.......... -.-- .. 

• Sprlngf\~Jc1 dlatrlrt (Snrln~flrldl ...... -.• " .. -.--- .. -•...... " . 

._--- -----
57,601 55,545 60,044 

858 644 888 

2,646 2,646 3,172 
2,102 2,235 1,304 

582 621 623 

2,723 2,507 3,094 

573 670 040 

1,049 1,079 1,164 

O?, 102 125 
247 227 312 
425 424 807 
G4-i 083 858 

203 171 239 

1,087 772 465 

280 3110 358 

372 385 454 
38 46 41 

06 78 85 
140 182 III 
21i7 292 206 
356 331 398 
128 III 82 
110 08 133 
365 322 ;{U 
124 151 105 
160 140 193 

79 71 100 
115 07 58 

124 121 163 
76 102 55 

111 81 112 
160 143 143 

HO 170 212 
02 135 220 

65,351 

859 

3,378 
1,709 

591 

2,860 

635 

1,192 . 138 
417 

1,358 
1,012 

400 

342 

319 

526 
60 
82 

13;1 
16(\ 
387 
105 
114 
3,17 
173 
IC,(l 
118 
80 

145 
55 

128 
150 
213 
219 

86,906 

981 

4,458 
1,805 

046 

3,204 

828 

1,549 

770 
4.72 

2,019 
1,570 

74.0 

407 

436 

835 
1i0 
02 

154 
160 
542 
11li 
179 
373 
276 
232 
73 
80 

230 
70 

146 
227 
260 
236 

84,879 

858 

4,108 
2,141 

815 

3,171 

90 2 

1,37 

63, 

6 

3 
1 
8 
4 
o 

46 
1,01 
1,32 

68 

liO 6 

3 38 

71 1 
7 
9 
5 
6 

28 
17 
b5 
50 
15 
57 
01 
82 
63 
11 
48 
41 
35 
00 

4 
6 

23 
Iii 
0 
1 
1 
4. 
3 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 

Table 7.-JuveniTe-delinquency cases, 1938-44: Number of cases disP':lsei~! by 78 courts serving areas with populations of 100,000 or morel-Continued 

Population Juvenile·delinquency cases 
LOC/ltion of areas served by courts and chief city in area cbange I-------.-------.-----~~------~------~------~------

(percent)' 1938 1939 1040 I '1941 r 1942 1943 194.<1 
---------~------------------------------ -·---1 ·~.---1·-----1·---_-1 ___ --1·-_--.-1-----1-----

Mjs~~~k~on Connty (Kansas Cityl _____ ._. __ •• __ ._. __ • ___ . __ ._. ___________ . ______ •••.. 1 +1. 7 Q74 1,181 966 1. 1,200 I 
NewH'!:J:~ County (JerS<)y City) 10._ •• _____________________ ••• _._.____________________ -8.4 321 357 270 275 

1,414 

311 

282 
103 
176 
83 

1,80! 

335 

304 
131 
159 
114 

1,858 

423 

253 
110 
158 
82 

837 

New York ! Albany County (Albany) .. -•. _. ____ . ____ . ______ . __________ ._. ____ • __________ • __ .__ -5.0 360 323 
Broome County (Binghamton) __ ." .... _. ____ ._. ___ c _________ • ____ •• _,. __________ •• -0.8 146 129 
Chautauqua County (Jamestown) ... _. ______ • _____ • __ •• __ .• _. ___ . __ • ____ . _______ ... -7.9 167 128 
Dutchess County (Poughkeepsle) ..•• _ ... _. ______ ••• ____ . ___ ._._ ..•. __ • __ •. __ ..•.. -5.3 44 75 

W~~1}E~:~~~~~~~~3~===:::~::~=:=:==:::===::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.: ~H !~~ ~~g 
New York-city_ .• _._. __ .. __ ...• _________ .. _ .. _ .•• _ •.•• _ ..• _._._._. __ • ___ .. ___ ._... -9.9 4,850 5,265 
Niagara County (NIagara Falls).-_- •••. -•. --.-- •.• -_--- .• _-.-- •.. -----.. -.-.... ... +4.1 78 105 

g~~~!a~~~~trn~~i~~~acUie).::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:: =~:6 ~~~ ~~ 
Orange County (Newburgh)_ ••• __ . __ • ___ ._ .•• __ ._.:._ •... __ ...•... ____ •. _._ .. _ ... _ -6.5 ]3 57 
RensselAer County (Tray) ____ ... _. _. __ .•... ____ ._ .. ___ .. _._ ..•.. _._ •. ______ ..... _._ -8.4 233 225 
Schenectady County (Schenectady)_ .• ___ .• _ ... _ •••.... __ .. _ ...•......... __ • _..... +2.0 90 121 
SufIolk County (Patchogue). .. ___ .... _ ... _ .. _._._ ....• ___ ._ .. _._. ___ .-. __ .... _.___ +12 72 84 

Ohi~VestchesterCounty (Yonkers>. .•... ___ ._ .. ___ .•... _._ .. _ •. _ .. _ ...... _._._._. __ .__ -8.9 252 305 

Butler County CHar-.ilton City). __ •. _______ ._ •.. _._. ___ .• _ •. _ .. _ .• _ .• ____ •• _____ -J. 2.6 834 978 
Franklin COlmty (l~oJumbus)-- . ________ . __ • _____ • ______ .. _. __ .• _. __ ..... _._ ... _._. +7.3 1,157 1,183 
Hamilton County {Cincinnati) ____ • __________ •. _. ______ ••. _" ... ___ ._. __ ._ .. __ . ___ . +4.0 3,321 3,436 
I,orain County (Elyrial_._._. ___ • ____ • _____ .• ____ ._ .• _. __ •• _._ .• __ ._ •. _ ..• _._ .• ___ . +1.0 113 108 
Montllomery County ~Daytonl- .. -.------.------.--- .. --- .. -.--.-.--•. -.-- ..... ---- +14.6 1,112 1,188 

okJE£~~I?~~~~~~~~~~~~5::::=~==:=:::::=::=:::::::::::::=:::::::::::::::::::::: t~: i i~~ 1, ~i~ 
Tulsa-city B 11. _________ •• ____ ._ •• __ • ______ •••• _. _________ • __ • ________ ._ •• _______ ._ +10.3 191 104 

Oregon 
Multnorr.ah County (Portland)_._. ___________ • ________________ . _____ ._ .• _._._ •• ___ +26,2 832 889 

Pennsylvania I' 
Allegheny County (Pittsburltb). _._ •• ______ • ____ • _____ •• __ ••• _._. __ ._______________ -6. 3 1,403 1,841 
Derks County (Eeadllll(). .. __ • _______ . ____ • ___ • ___ •• _________ .•• ____ •.•. ______ .___ -7.8 117 124 

'Montgomery County (l"orrlstown)--------------_-- •• -- •• --.---- ..•. ---.- •• ----•• - +t.8 99 128 
Philadelphia-city and county _ ._. __________________ .:_ •.. ____ .•. __ • ___ •• _. ____ • __ • +0.8 4,507 5,313 

Rhode Isla:td State (Providence) 13. ___ • ___ •• ___ • ____________________ • __ • ___ ._. ____ .______________ -2.0 556 540 
South Carolina 

Gre~llviUe County (Greenville) __________ . __________________ ~_. __________ . _______ ._ -'·2.8 191 241 
Utah B 

First disL:'ict (Ogden) ... _ •.• _._. __ • _______ • ________________ • ______ •• ____ .• ______ ._ +12.3 597 503 
Second district (Salt Lake City) •• ----------------- .• -.------- .. ---.-----.-----.--. +0.1 097 1,111 Third distl'Ict (provoL .. _._ • ____________________ • __________ • ________ • ___ . __ ••• ____ +2.1 4.40 513 

Virginia . Norfolk-clty __ •. _ .•.•• __ •.•• _____ • ________ • ___ • _____ ._. ______ ._. ___ ••.•• __________ 7 +50. 8 833 670 
WashIngton PIerce «,mnty (Tacoma). ... _____ • __ • ___ •. _"' ____________ .... _________________ •• __ +20.6 115 174 

SpokanfJ County (Spoknne) ._ .•••• ". _________ •.. _"._ ..... ___ •• __ • ________ .________ +0.0 511 512 
W1Bconsip 

Mllv,aukee County (1IlIlwaukeel. __ . _____ • ___ . __ ._. __ .. _ •.•• ____ • __ ._.·_ ••• _______ -0.6 4,346 5,720 

298 
64 

129 
72 

762 
177 
150 

3,020 
119 
160 
296 
71 

225 
103 
U8 
284 

757 
1,015 
3,203 

244 
1,463 

127 
1,106 

293 

97 

830 

2,Q12 
135 
155 

6,430 

44.1 

202 

558 
1,099 

542 

434 

150 
481 

4,802 

295 
212 
217 
65 

981 
150 
197 

4,409 
121 
208 
323 
64 

175 
107 
116 
293 

702 
1,086 
3,3~~ 
1,338 

42 
1,073 

260 

14.7 

957 

2,603 
137 
182 

6,841 

481 

270 

6U 
1,245 
1,071 

046 

245 
559 

5,973 

790 
153 
162 

4,860 
100 
254 
304 
83 

307 
]06 
74 

345 

983 
1,072 
3, ]28 

260 
1,341 

90 
1,311 

367 

159 

1,208 

2,709 
183 
272 

7,335 

537 

292 

901 
1,738 
1,131 

785 

277 
503 

6,086 

],114 
234 
271 

6,,144 
241 
327 
471 
131 
198 
91 

142 
427 

1,103 
1,342 
4,117 

395 
1,933 

94 
2,060 

492 

340 

2,719 

3,165 
248 
252 

0,43? 

820 

300 

1,321 
2,613 
1,713 

1,182 

416 
1,065 

6,881 

218 
213 

6,665 
" 254 

191 
343 
90 

226 
138 
86 

360 

989 
1,179 
3,825 

364 
1,813 

96 
1,942 

47-1 

282 

3,205 

3,238 
220 
297 

9,395 

1,04,( 

433 

:! ~:g?~ 
1'1,681 

1,316 

440 
546 

6,617 

--.------.-~.-~-------"' ------,...-----~---~-:__-----:_:c_---~--------------'-----
I Report includes courts, serving areas with populallo11s oC 100,000 or mor~ according to 10·10 census, for which dala are available sinct) ]038; for age jurisdictions of courts and indication 

whetbl'r data Includn unofficial cases, see table 1. 
~ Estlmr.tcd vercent cbange In civilian population, April 1, 1040, to November I, 1943. Bureau of tho Census: Population-Special Eeports, Series P-44, No.3 (WashIngton, February 

15,1944). 
3 For uniformity oC reporting, data for this court Include cases of truancy and Incorrigibillty with delinquency, .1lthough the court docs not consider tbest) as deUnqueucy cases. 
( Tn March 1041 the age under which Juvenile courts in Indiana have jurisdiction over delinquent boys was raised from 16 to 18 yem·s. 
4 In July 10H an amendment to the law authori?ed filing of petitions in juvenile courts In lown for any minor over 18 instead of only to 18 years of age. 
B Includes officit)l casts only for all years shown, although data including unofficial cases are available for some years (see table I, aud previous reports). 
7 Estimate ba.ed on population of wllolo metropolitan area in which court is located, not on population of area served by court; separate estimates for subdivisions are not available. 
S In March 1914 jurisdIction of juvenile courts ill l\Iicb igan , formerly exclusive over children between ages of 17 and 21 years committing certain ofIanses, was made concurrent over 

chUclrl'n between age.s of 17 and 19 committing such ofIenses. 
i I<:lCcJudes traffic vIolations. 
IO.In AIlI'I\1043 all amendment to thl' 1920 Juv~nile Court Act gllve juvenile courts in New Jersey author;ty to udJ11lllcllto caseS involving adolescent ofIendors (between ages of16 and 18 

years) charged with indictable otYenses if ccrtlJled by prosecutor of ]lleas or other specIfied authorities. 
11 In May 1041 the ago under which juvenile courts in Oklahoma have jurt_dletlon over deJll1quent girls was rnlsed from 16 to 18 y~ars. 
12 In Sept~mher 1930 tbe age under which juvenile courts 111 PelIDsylvania have jurIsdiction over delinquent chlldren wos raIsed from 16 to 18 years. 
Ii Before the juvenile·court reorganIzation in July 19M this area WU8 composed of 12 distrlcts. In .Tuly 10M tho ago under whIch the juvenile court In Ehodr Island has jurisdiction over 

, 'dJlbll)llCllt cllildren was rnised [rom 10 to 18 years. 
II Before the juvenllc-court reorgnnlzation In· March 1042 the first distrIct waS compQsed of tho Ii"st and second distrIcts, tho second district was designatl'd as tbo third district, ntHl tbo 

thLrd district was composed of the fourth And seventh districts. 14 Estimated. 
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Trends in the volume o:f delinquency 
cases disposed of :from 1938 to 1944 are 
described here on the basis of reports 
from 78 courts serving areas with pop- i 
ulations of 100,000 or more for which ~ 301----l---I-----r--f---l----l30 

data fire available :for these 7 years- '" 
table 7 and figure 1. Though the .~ 
number o:f cases disposed of by these 78 i 
courts was slightly lower in 1944 than z 

in 1943, there has been a substantial 
over-all increase since 1938, us is shown 
in table 8. 

,. ." -.- .. -,. 

e~ __ ~ ____ -L ____ ~ __ ~~ __ _L ____ J 6 'I'ltlrd district of Bristol (Nrw Bedfor~) -........ - --......... - . 
Tltlrd distrIct oC cuswrn Mlddlrsrx «( nmhriilgr.)... . - ... -

MlchlllllnB 
Kent County (Orand RApids) .. 
Wayno County (Detrolt) •• _ .• " 

--'_.- .. .-
... + ~ ~ - , .. - 442 420 406 -0.1 

-l-Il,O 1,854 1,885 2,000 
372 308 587 

2,220 2,100 2,720 
5 

2,4 

1,2 ~g --70 

small populations as for those serving 
areas with populations o:f 100,000 or 
mol'£), Migration of people from rural 
areas to industrial centers and the 
greater disruption of normal :family life 
in those urban al'eas-becauseofhousing 
shortages, <:,mployment of women, and 
strains on community services-may ex­
plain these greater incrl'ases in earlier 
years and the smaller decrease in 1944 
for courts serving areas with popula­
tions of 100,000 or mote. However, the 
data :for the courts serving areas with 
smaller populations represent only 11 
percent o:f the totnl number of cases 
reported for 1944 by the 369 courts. 

The decrease :from 1943 to 1944 in the 
number of girls' cllses was the first 
break in a progressive year-to-year in­
crease that had been noted since 1939. 

.1938 '3~ '40 '41 '42 '4:5 '44 

Figure l.-Ratio chart: Juvenile-delinquency cas~s disposed 
of from 1938 10 i944 by 78 courts serving areas with popula· 
tions of 100,000 or more. 

-2.2 OM 919 800 032 085 1,277 
-. ---' ....... 

-·3.3 405 481 510 458 460 729 ... Minnesota 
rronn~pln COUnt)' (MlnnrapoJls) 0 .......... _ .••• -_ .•• - .•.. -
Rnmsey County (St. Paul) ." •..••• -.-.-... -..... --.- •. ---.---- ...... -." ..... 

684 

See footnotcH at cnd of tuble. 
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The over-all increase between 1938 and 
1944 was substantially greater for girls' 
cases than for boys' cases. 

Ohanges in volume of juvenile-court 
cases, particularly during the war years, 
should be considered in relation to shifts 
in population with the attendant 
changes in .the number of children 
subject to the jurisdiction of the various 
juvenile courts. The effect of popula­
tion changes on volume of delinquency 
cases may be studied by comparing 
the number of cases disposed of in 
areas where the population increased 
with the number disposed of in areas 
where the population decreased. For 
the areas served by the 78 courts con­
sidered here, figures on population 
changes between 1940 and 1943 are 
available.1 In the areas served by 36 
of the courts the population increased; 
in the areas served by 42 courts it 
decreased. For both groups of courts 
there ,vere increases between 1940 and 

1 Estimated G~cilian Population of the United Slatcs, by 
Counties: Norember 1, 1948. Bureau of the Census: Popula· 
tlon-Special Iteports, Series P-44, No. 3 (Washington: 
February 15, 1044). 

1944 in the number of delinquency cases 
disposed of. The percent increases 
were as follows: 
Percent increase, 1040 to 1944, in cases All Boys' Girls' 

disposed of- £'~8e8 cases cases 
By ~6 courts serving areas where 

population increasgd. ___ .•. _ ... _ 59 55 82 
By 42 courts sen'inl( areas where 

population decreased .. __ .... _ .• 42 39 58 

The greater increases in delinquency 
cases disposed of in the areas that 
gained in population may be the result 
not only of an increase in the number 
of children under juvenile-court j Ul'is­
diction in those areas but also of con­
ditions such as overcrowding and in­
adrquate educational and recreational 

facilities that were found inmost areas 
with war-swollen populations. The 
large increase (42 percent) from 1940 
to 1944 in delinquency cases disposed 
of in the areas whose populations de­
creased indicates that factors related 
generally to the war contributed sub­
stantially to the increase in delinquency 
cases during that period. Some of these 
factors were the absence of one or both 
parents from home, shortages of trained 
personnel to deal with children's prob­
lems, wartime aIDdeties and strains, and 
unwholesome sUlTolmdings and associa­
tions of children in some types of 
employment. 

Table 8.-Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1938-44: Changes from year to year in cases disposed of by 78 
courts serving areas with populations of 100,000 or more 

Year 

1938 ..••. _ .••••••• _ •.•.•.•.•. 
1939 ..• _ ...•...••.••.•••.•••• 
1940 ........... _ •••••••••••.. 
19<11 ..•....••• __ ••. _._ ••.•.•• 
1942 ........••••• _ •.••. _ •• _ •. 
1943 ................... _ •.... 
1944 ____ . _ •.•.. _ ••...•.•...•. 

Number disposed of Percent chanl'e from 
preceding year Percent change from 1938 

All 
cases 

53.134 
57,601 
55.545 
60.644 
65.351 
86.906 
84,879 

Boys' Gids' All Boys' Girls' All Boys' Girls' 
cases cases cases cases cases cases cases cases 

44.819 
49,223 
46,544 
50.329 
52.837 
70. 78·J 
69,235 

8,315 _._. __ .. _ •• __ ._._ ••••• __ ..•• _ .•••..••. _. '_""_'" •• ____ •..• 
8,378 +B +10 +1 +8 +10 +1 
~~ ~ ~ ¥ ~ ~ +B 

10.315 +9 +8 +15 +14 +12 +24 
12,514 +8 +5 +21 +23 +18 +50 
16.122 +33 +04 +20 t64 +58 +94 
15.644 -2 -2 -3 ~60 +54 +88 

limitations of Juvenile-Court Statistics were Nation-wide in coverage, would 
not truly indicate the volume of de­
linquent behavior in the United States 
as a whole, just us statistics on cases 
disposed of by an individual court are 
not an accm'ute indicution of the vol­
Ullle of delinquency in the community 
served by that court. ~lany children 
whose behavior may be classed as ,de­
linquent are not represente.d in juvenile­
court statistics, either because they are 
not apprehended or becawlP they ure 
dealt with by the police, social agencies, 
schools, public or private youth-serving 
agencies, or other resources in the com­
munity and are not referred to a court. 
For example, the decline between 1943 
and 1944 in the munber of cases dis­
posed of by the St. Louis (city) court, 
40 percent, and by the Polk Oounty 
(Des ~roines) court, 24 percent, reflect 
Le e£l'('(·ts of the establishment of juve­
nile divisions in the police departments 
that made. it unnecessa,ry for some chil­
ill'en involved in delinquent behavior 
to appear in court. The extent to 
which situations of this sort obtain 
varies from city to city and often from 
year to yetl,!' within the same city. 

Statistics on juvenile-delinquency 
cases disposed of present a general pic­
ture of the volume of the work of juve­
nile courts in dealing with delinquent 
behavior. The number of cases re­
ported by dillerent courts is influenced 
greatly by variations in the adminis­
trative praetices of the courts. Some 
('ourts report only cases that they have 
disposed of officially-that is, after the 
filing of legal papers necessary to have 
the cases placed on the eourt calendar. 
Other courts report, in addition, the 
cases disposed of unofficially-without 
formal actiO'll-by judges, probation 
officers, Q1' referees. Some courts may 
hm,JIe certain types of cases as de­
pendency 01' neglect cases whereas the 
same cases in other courts might be 
handled as' delinquency cases. 

Another factor affecting the number 
of delinquency cases reported (and thus 
affecting the comparability of the 
reports) is the age jurisdiction of the 
courts. The age limit for children 
coming under juvenile-court jurisdic­
tion is established by State law and in 
most instances is uniform throughout a 
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State, though it varies from State to 
State as is shown in table 1. The data 
are influenced also by other factors 
such as the personnel and facilities of 
the courts, the relations of the cburts 
to other agencies serving youth and to 
law-enforcement agencies in the com­
munities, and the development of neces­
sary community serviees for children. 

Juvenile-~ourt statistics as collected 
by the U. S. Ohildren's Bureau refer to 
the number of cases disposed of by 
courts rather than to the number of 
children involved. One child may ap­
peal' before the court two, three, 01' 

more times during the year, for the 
same reason or for different reasons, 
and each appearance is counted as 
another case if u new complaint is flied 
and dealt with separately. In planning 
a program of services directed towurd 
the prevention and treatment of juve­
nile delinquency by community welfare 
agencies, it is important to know the 
number of children who are likely to 
need such services. 
. Statistics on d('lillquC'ncy cases dis­

posed of by juvenile courts, even if tb,ey (Continued on page 11) 
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JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS FOR 1945 

4ft REPORTS on the number of juve­
nile-delinquency cases disposed of 

. during 1945 were received for 374 
juvenile com-ts. The data obtained 
from these reports are presented in 
tables 1 to 6 and are comparable in 
form and content to those appearing in 
tables 1 to 6 for 1944. There were few 
changes in the courts reporting in 1945 
as compared with 1944, and the number 
of courts from "~hich reports were re­
ceived differed only slightly from the 
preceding year. 

Review of the data for 1945 indicates 
that there hav(' been no marked changes 
from 1944 in the relative distribution 
for each of the factors analyzed (for 
example, age und reason for referral to 
COlU't) and that the general observations 
on the 1944 data are applicable also to 
t,he data for 1945. 

. Of the 374 courts reporting on de­
hnquency cases disposed of in 1945, 
364 had reported also in 1944. The 
total number of delinquency cases .dis­
posed of bjr these 364 courts in 1945 
Was 6 percent higher than in 1944· , 
the number of boys' cases was 8 percent 
higher and t,he number of girls' cases 
was 4 percent lower than in 1944. In 
girls' cases disposed of, the decrease (8 
percent) for courts serving areas with 
populations of less than 100,000 was 
more pronounced than the decrease (3 
percent) for courts serving areas with 
larger populations. 

For 76 courts serving areas with 
populations of 100,000 or more, com­
parable data are available since 1938. 
For these 76 courts the decrease of 5 

percent from 1944 to 1945 in the num­
ber of girls' cases continued the decrease 
noted from 1943 to 1944, which 'had. 
interrupted a constant increase since 
1939. The increase of 8 percent from 
1944 to 1945 in the number of boys' 
cases, which comprise more than four­
fifths of the total number of cases dis­
posed of, reverses the decrease noted 
from 1943 to '944 and continues the 
upward trend of th~ last several years. 

The increase in the number of delin- . 
quency cases disposed of by juvenile 
comts in 1945 as compared with 1944 
emphasizes the importance of strength­
ening programs of services for children. 
The end of the war should not lead to 
a relaxation of community efforts in 
this direction. 

Table 1.-Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1945& Boys' and girls' c~ses, by rac,!, disposed of by 88 courts serving areas with populations of 100 000 or d 
y 286 courts serving areas WIth populations of less than 100,000 1 ,more an 

~ --------------------------------------~--A-g-e-r-----r~------~~~~~~Ju~v~en~il-e.-de-1i-nq-u-en-c-y-cn-se-s------------------

Locaflon of areas srrvrd by courts and chief cities in certnln arens 
~~?g6 Data I 

court has Include All races Wbite 3 I Negro and other 
original unoillclal . nonwhite Race not reported 
jurisdie. cases? ___ ---,.___ -

(jon' I I I , I 

--, ' ' ________ , Total I Boys ,Girls Boys I Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 

'.'otal cases ....... _ ••••••••• _ ••• _._ •• __ ••••• _ •••••• _._. __ •••.•••. _'~'~ •. - ...• - 122,851 -~~; ~ ~ ---;;; ~-;; ~'~ ~ 
AREAS WITErlOO,OOO OR ~IORE POPULATION' ---= ===. ' ~ , - - , --' -••• _ ••••••••••• --.-.-•• -.-... .......... ..••••••.• 108,460 89,322 19147 50556 10680 15058 3823 23708 ---
Arl<nnsns ---------------'---'---'----'----'----'-~ 
Cnli¥o~~nki County (Little ROck) •..••••••• _ .......................... .. 21 yes ...... 1,437 

Los Ang~les County (Los Angeles) I 
San Diego County (San Diego) ..... -•• -..... 
811U Frnncisco-city nnd count ~.::.'_~""'" ..•.... -.-.- ........ . 

<'-Qnnccticnt ~ ....................... -..... . 
First district (Bridgeport) Second clistrlct (Now llnveiif" -~ T·" -, .. - - ... -., - _ ... -~ .... ~- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -~- ... 

~'hird distri~t (Hartford) ......... -. . ... -.......... -.- .. 
})Islrlcl of Q.lnmbln ..•••• - ................ -.- ....... - .... - -. ' •. 

G 
Wnshington--city ••. ________ •• _ •••••• eorgln ........ - -.•..••• -.•••••• 

21 No •.... 4,604 
21 Yes 2,033 
21 Yes''-:: 2.458 

16/ Yes ... _. 1.505 
16 y~s .•... _ 1,50S 
16 Yes ...... 1,435 

18 yes ....•. 3,202 

lndi!'~ton County (Atlanta) •••••• _._ •• _ ••••.••• __ ................... . 16 Yes. "" •• 1,597 
Allen County (Fott W!Lyne) ...... .. 
Lak~ County (Oury) .• _ ...... _ •. ::::: .... :: .: .•• -........... . 
Marlon County (IndianapOliS) ••• , -- ••••• -........ .. 
St. Joseph County (South Beni!i'" ... ' ......................... . 
Vandcrburgh County (Evansville) ............................. -Iown .............................. . 

18 It's ... ~ .. __ 613 
IS Yes ..... 303 
18 Yes __ ••• 2,542 
18 Yes_ ..•. 1,617 
18 yes ..... 808 

~!l~db~~~\5 (~l~ !I(~yines) r .. ········•··········· .... ····- ..... -.. 
Louisiana ou. y "oux (ity)._ .... _ •••••• _ .................. "". 

21 Yes ..•• , 839 
21 Yes .••• _ 583 

Cnddo Parish {Shrove port) MIIBsnchu8ctIB .•••••••••• - ••••.• ""'-'.""" .. '" "" 17 Yes' .... 671 
Boston: 

~ofSiff (central sectiou) ..... ,- ............................. . 
dllirle~t~\vn· •••••••••.••••••• , ••••••••••..••• ' .•••• , .••••••• ~: 

g~~i!Jistfr ::::: ::::::::::::::: ::: ::::::::: ::: ::::: :::::::::: 
R b os on _o- ...... _ ....... _ ................. "' .. _ .. _ ..... __ .. _ .. _~ ....... _ ...... '"' ...... _ .. _ .... ~~ 

~l*il~s~~~::: :::::~: ::::::::: ::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::':: 
Centrol distrIct 07worc~si(r·{Worc~sieri':: .. -··· ."" ........... . 
East Norfolk dist i t (Q I .) .................... .. 
First district of 'e:sfern ~!l~<lJlt1Be"" (' KiedCo"r"ci)····· .•. -............. . 
J.nwrcnce district (Lawrcu ) ................. , ..... . 
Lowell district (LolI'cll) ... C: .. : :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::: 

17 No .••••. 706 
17 No_ ••••• 40 
17 No ' ..• 85 
17 No ..•••• 176 
17 No_ ••••• 133 
17 No •.••• 603 
17 ~o ..•.. 168 
17 .. '0 , __ m_ 228 
17 No._._. 46·1' 
17 No_~_ ...... 238 
17 1\0 ..... 282 
17 No _ •••• SH 
17 No._ •••• 118 

See footnotes nt end of table. 

784 

3,887 
I, D6i 
1,706 

l,20R 
1.370 
1,204 

2,806 

1,209 

505 
283 

2,036 
1,284 

678 

725 
465 

5·13 

401 
48 
82 

103 
122 
587 
152 
212 
432 
220 
257 
70 

110 

653 

717 
466 
602 

207 
219 
231 

306 

376 

3,276 
1,484 

503 

1,211 
1,260 
1,116 

1,205 

512 408 

462 305 
437 83 
175 63 

171 87 
182 119 
212 88 

126 1,601 

141 
~p---""-,, .......... --.. -~-

78 306 1i7 
29 
25 "'T:i:iii . ··-····462 

36 -- .. -- .. __ .. .. --- .. --... --37 .... _-...... _-.. ------_ .. _. 
19 .. ~ .. -- .. -.. -.... -_ .. _ .... -.. -

270 ------- .. -- ---.... --~--
298 •• _ •••• _._ ._ •• _._ •••• __ ._._~_ ••••• _..... 1,290 298 

108 
80 

500 
333 
130 

403 
246 

1, ,no 
1,154 

595 

07 
57 

382 
281 
115 1~ ff~~~~f~~f ffffffffff 

42 
37 

626 
130 
83 

119 34 23 m 0 583 74 
•••••• -••••••• -.-••••••••••• - ••••• -••• __ 405 118 

128 432 79 111 49 •• ___ ._._ •• __ •• __ ._. 

216 ••• _ •••• _ ••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••• _ 

111"""i! II/i//I/// )/!""II/ r/lil/I/I 

401 
48 
82 

163 
122 
587 
152 
212 
432 
220 
257 

215 
1 
3 

13 
11 
76 
16 
16 
32 
18 
25 

79 
110 

9 
B 

9 



.. : 

Table 1.-Juv;nile-delinquency cases, 1945: Boys' and girls' cases, by race, disposed of by BB courts serving areas with populations of 100,000 or more and 
" by 2B6 courts serving areas with populations of less than 100,000 I-Continued . 

Age Juvenile·delinquency cases 

~~1~~ Data 
court has include All rac~s White 3 Negro and oth~r Rac~ not reported 
original unofficial. nouwhila e 
jurisdic. cases? 

tlon , Total I Boys GirL~ Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 
----------------------'---------1------------------------

:Location of8i'eas served by courts and chief cities in certain areas 

,~ , Mass'lchuset.ts--;Contin,!ed 
, Second dlstnct of BrIStol (Fall IUver) _____________________________ _ g ~g=::::: m I i~~ ~ ::::::::=: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::=:::::: i8~ ~ 

.... :" ... 

Somerville district (SomervJ]]e) ______________________ •••. _________ _ 
Southern Essex district (Lynn) ___________________ • __ • ____________ r 
Springfield di,qtrict (Springfield)., ____________ • _____ .... ___ .. _____ .. 
Third district of Bristol (New Bedfordl ___________________ .... ____ _ 
Third district of eastorn Middlesex (Cam bridge) ______ • ______ • ____ __ 

Michigan 
Kent County (Grand Raplds). ___________ . --, __ ---- .. --- , .. ,- , ___ I 
Wayne Connty CD.etroit) ___________ ... __ • _____ .... _ ,- .-.- --, --- ,- 'I 

Minnesota 
HennEpin County (Minneapolis) 6 _______ • __________ , _____ , ______ _ 
Ramsey County (St. Paul) _____________________________________ , 

Missouri Jackson County (Kansas City) _________ , •• ________ , _________ . ___ , 
St. Louis-city _~ ____ • ______ • __ , .. - ______ , • ___ • _. _. __________ .. _, ... 
St. Louis County (University City) ____ .... __ . __ ... ___________ __ 

New J'ersey 
Hudson County (J~rsey City) _____ .... __ " .. ___ '" __ , __ ,. ___ ,. __ . 
1Jniou County (Elizabeth) ____________ . _________ , ____ .... __ , ______ ' 

New York 
Albal)Y County (Albany) .. ______ ... ___ .. __ , __ ..... ' _______ , ____ ... 

. Broom~ County (Binghamton)_. __ • ____ ...... , ____ , _____ ... __ ' •. 
Chautauqua County (Jamestown) ___ ... ' .. ' ____ . __ .. ___ • ___ ... __ .. 
:Dutchess County (Poughkeepsie) .•.. _____ .. , _ ", ____ . ____ ... __ "" 
Erie County (BulIalo) _ ..... _. __ • ________ . ___ , ..... ' __ .' _________ ... 
Monroe County (Rochestrr) .. _ ... __ ..... ________ , .. __ , __ ...... __ __ 
Nassau County (Hempstead)_ ..... __ .• __ .' __ ............. , , .... __ , 
New York-city _______ ._ .' __ ... __ . __ ... _ .... - ___ ., .. _____ . _____ ,,_ 
Niagara County (Niagara Falls) _____ . __ ." _ '. __ __ _ __ 
Oneida County (Utica) .. _ , .•. ___ ...... ________ ..... , .... , ___ • __ , 
Onondaga County {Syracuse) .. ____________ . __ " .... __ ..... ___ , __ 
Orange County (Newburgh) .. _____ . __ . __ ._ .. _____ . _______ , ... ' 
Rensselaer County ('I 'roy) ___ "' __ ' ___ , .. _ ' , __ .. , ______ .. ____ . __ . 
Schenectady County (Schenectady) ......... , ____ ' •. , __________ . 
Suffolk County (Patchogue) ______ ...... __ , __ , __ .. ' ____ _ 
Westchester County (~nkers) ________ .. , 

Ohio 
Butler County (Hamilton City)_. __ ... _____________ .• _____ ._ ... ___ 
Cuyahoga County (Clc'·eluml). __ .. _________ ... __ • ____ . _________ __ 
Franklin County (Columbus) .... _______ • ___ . ______ .. ___ ..... ____ .. 
Hamilton County (C1nclnnat!)._ .. ____ . __ ••• _____________ .. _____ .. 
Lomln County (E1yrla). ____________ • ____ ... __ .. ' _____________ __ 
Lucas County (Toledo) .......... __ . ___ ... _ .. _ .. ___ ....... __ •. ___ .,1 
Mahonlng County (Youngstown) .. ,._ .• __ •• ________________ .. _ .. 
Montgomery County (Dayton), .... ___ ••.••• ___ ._ ... ____________ . 
Stark Connty (Canton). ", __ .. __ ... ______ ....... ______ ... _______ .. 
Summit County (A kron) ___ • __ • ____________ . ___ ... ________ •. ___ __ 
Trumbull County (Warren) _____ • ____ .... _ .... ________ .. _ ... _____ _ 

Oklahoma Tulsa-city _________________________ •• "" _ " .. -- ____ I 
Orcl;'·)n 
_ Nlultnomah Count, (Portland) _____ .• _______ _ 
Pennsylvania 

AUcghenyCounty(Pittsburgh) ___ .____ . ,,-,----, __ ... ______ 1 
Berks County (Rcnding) •. _, .... ______ " ...... __ .............. ___ _ 
Montgomery County (~orrlstowl1) _____ .. _________ .. _. __ .. __ .... _ 
Philadelphia-city and county ____________ .•. _____ . __ ._ .. __ .. _____ _ 

Rhode lBland Stato (Provldence} _______________________ • ___ .. ____ • ___ .. _________ _ 
South Carolina 

GrcMvllle County (Greenville) ..... ____ .... , _____ .... ' 
'rcxns 

Bexar County (San Antonio) .... _ ... , ____ .. _ .. __ , __ • 
DaUas County (Dallas) ____ • ______ , __ ... _ ......... _ 

U~ • 
First district (Ogden) _____ ... .. 
Second (listriet (SnIt I,lIke City) _____ , __ ' .. _. __ .. __ 
Third district (I'rovo). ____ ... __ . ______ .. __ .. __ .. __ ... __ ..... _. __ . 

VirgInia Norfolk-clty ____ ... ___ ••• ___________ . _ ........ _ •. _____ '" ____ ... ___ _ 
WashIngton 

PIerce County ('PacOlDa) __________ ' ... ___ 0 __ • __ .. ____ .. 

Spoknnl). County (Spokan~) _ __ __ __ _ __ __ . __ •• __ __'. __ . ____ .• __ _ 
Wisronain 

Milwaukee Oounty (Mllwuukeo) .•.• _. , ___ "._, ___ ,,, .• _________ __ 

1'7 No._____ 155 145 10 _ .________ __________ __________ __________ 145 10 
17 No______ 291 2>18 43 'h________ __________ __________ __________ 248 43 
17 No._____ 238 223 15 ____________________ • ___________________ . 223 15 
17 No______ 333 300 33 __________ __________ __________ __________ 300 33 

17 No _____ _ 
J7 No _____ _ 

18 No _____ _ 
18 No _____ _ 

17 Yes ____ _ 
17 Yes ____ _ 
17 Yes ____ _ 

, 16 
; 10 

810 
810 
BIO 
516 
816 
810 
116 
SIB 
& 10 
SI6 
8 JG 
810 
,Hi 
616 
SI6 
BI6 

No~ ____ _ 
No ____ .. 

NO~R_ •• _ 
No .. ___ _ 
~o ... __ _ 
No ___ • __ 
No __ • __ _ 
No ___ .. __ 
No. ____ _ 

~g::=::: No _____ _ 
No ____ .. 
No _____ _ 
No _____ _ 
No _____ _ 
No _____ _ 
No _____ _ 

18 Yes ___ __ 
18 Yes .. __ 
18 Y~s. ___ _ 
18 Y('S ____ _ 
18 y~s_ .• __ 
18 Y~s ... __ 
18 I Y('s .. ___ 
18 1 Yes. __ __ 
18 No .. ___ _ 
18 Yes ____ _ 
18 Ycs ____ _ 

16,18 Yes 6 __ • 

18 Yes ____ _ 

18 No __ .. _ 
18 No __ .. 
18 i Yes 6 ___ _ 
18 . Yes .. ___ 

18 No _____ _ 

16 Yes. ___ _ 

17.18 
17.18 

Yes .. __ _ 
Yes __ • __ 

18 1Ce~ .. -.. 18 1. es .. __ _ 
18 Yes ____ _ 

18 No .. ___ _ 

18 Yes ____ _ 
18 Yes ____ _ 

18 Yes. ___ _ 

556 
1,990 

1,454 
632 

2,105 
1,671 

477 

602 
231 

196 
142 
138 
86 

695 
305 
288 

7,037 
200 
144 
436 
129 
242 
153 
143 
375 

1,098 
4,268 
1, WI 
3,498 

408 
1,173 
1.623 
1,857 

170 
1.758 

386 

1,143 

487 
1,006 

1,065 
512 

1.600 
1,107 

406 

506 
103 

175 
115 
130 
71 

607 
201 
258 

0.058 
147 
123 
384 
115 
183 
120 
127 
319 

838 
3.328 

793 
2,872 

338 
923 

1. ·156 
1,5-12 

152 
1.480 

322 

759 

09 
384 

389 
120 

505 
564 

71 

473 
1.219 

502 

1.329 
740 
361 

59 
280 

14 
387 

10 ___________________ • 
1040 ___________________ _ 

1,065 389 --iii;- -------iiJ- --------;1' .• _________________ _ 

432 
329 

50 

209 
350 
45 

72 
224 

21 

2 
11 

1 
11 

90 _______________________________________ _ 
506 
193 

90 
38 38 

21 
27 
8 

15 
88 
4·1 
~O 

979 
53 
21 
52 
14 
59 
27 
16 
50 

200 
940 
308 
026 

70 
250 
10i 
:115 

27 
278 

64 

384 

______ • ____________________ "__ __________ 175 21 
________ • ________ .___ __________ __________ 115 27 
_______ • ______________ ---_____ __________ 130 8 
__________ .. ______ .. ___________________ • 71 15 
____ . ____ . _________________ .. _______ .___ 607 88 
________ ._ . ________ ... _____ ... ____ .. ____ 261 44 
__________ • ______________ . ____ ._________ 258 30 

____ ~~~:~. ______ ~~~ _____ :~~~~. ______ :~~_ ------i47- --------53 
123 21 
384 52 
115 14 
183 59 
126 27 
127 10 
319 56 

693 202 144 58 1 
3.328 -------94:0 -----·S88 ----··240- ------205- -------50- ___________________ _ 

2.158 405 713 221 1 ... _____ __ 
317 0·1 21 6 
7iS 213 145 37 

1, 109 101 345 04 --------2- ---------2 
1,235 241 298 74 

9 ____ • ____ _ 

127 26 25 1 
1. 330 220 150 58 

275 56 47 8 

599 279 100 105 
'(2.852) , _____ , _______ • __________________________________ • ____________________________ _ 

3,417 2.740 677 2.145 402 595 215 ___________________ _ 

~i~ j 1n 11~ 2g~ ~~. t~ -------iii- 3~~ -------107 
9,652 1 8,252 1.400 I 4.583 749 3.669 651 __________ ----------

1.9uO l 

340 i 
.2.032 1 

.2.203 

1.8·15 
3.410 
1,579 

1.0S5 

490 
554 

0,583 

1.092· 

270 

2.275 
1,707 

J.6,10 
3,157 
1,413 

812 

376 
451 

5,091 

268 

70 

657 
550 

205 
253 
166 

273 

114 
100 

892 

1.572 

107 

2.102 
1.244 

432 

5,417 

248 

30 

592 
383 

199 

796 

120 

103 

173 
463 

380 

274 

20 ___________________ _ 

40 ___________________ _ 

65 
173 

1,040 
3.157 
1,413 

205 
253 
166 

74 _________________ • __ 

370 
451 

114 
100 

90 __________________ __ 

Al\EABWITnLEBSTIfANlOO.OOOl'OPULATION ______ ..... ___ ......... __ ... __ .... __ .. "__ 14.3R2 11.918 2.464 6,50B 1.542 744 173 4,600 '140 

1"lIlana' 3'Jcourts _ •. ---18- YeL_ .. ~1--;-:-;rnJ--:j[,lj'~~---9-2-----19-====:--
Y. • E' B· --t----1;- -···P-·-I'!''"'··· .. " -- ...... ----.-,--. 17 1"0..... 3·13 200 77 114 40 152 31 _._ ••• ________ • ___ ._ ""uieinnn: ,ast non .(lngo orf,,l .. ,, •.•.• ,._ ... __ .... __ .. , ... __ .• , "' 204" 217 
MassDchusctts: Q·tcourts_ ... __ ................ __ ._ ........ __ ..... , 17 No .... __ 2,2;'0 2,0,12 217 ........... _"" ___ '" .. _ ....... _____ ... __ • ~ 

Missouri: 112courts. ___ • __ ._ ........................... ' __ ... }~ ~~~:.-:: 1,~~~ 1.~~~ 3~b l'~~l 3~~ O~ 1~ ___ ... _~~ ______ ... _~ 
l\-Nfon~nak: Y4Cllowstono County __ • ___ ............... " ' .. ' -- .. ".------ 816 Yo ..... I.M5 1.288 257 .... ' ____ .... _' .. __ ......... _______ ._ 1,288 257 ow .. or : 2courtll ____ • __ • __ .... _._ ..... __ .. , .... __ . ." . 211 49 193 21 
Ohio! 38 courts_. ______ ._ .... _. __ •. _._ ... _ .. _...... ... ., .... , 18 Yes 10___ 3.h70 3,1GB 711 2,764. 041 
Oklahomll: Tulsa t;'ounty---exclus!ve of city ___ ...... __ '. ".. 10,18 Yes .. ___ 107 100 &~ , __ .",, __ ... __ .. _ .. , ______ ... ___ ._______ 109 88 
'l'cxas; WIchita County_. _____ .. _._. __ ._._. ___ ........... __ .• _ .... --- 17.18 Yes ... __ ~~~ ~~~ Il~ :::::::::: :::::::~:: :::=:::-.: :::::::::~ W ll~ 
Utah: Fourth dlstrlct. __ ....... ___ • ______________ ........ _ ....... ____ . i~ ~~~.:_::: 573 '173 100 25i 45 216 55 __________ .. ______ •. Virginia: DnnvJllc---elty __________ • _________ ._ .... --_. _______ •• _____ ... j 

I Populatlon nccordlng to 1040 ~'('nsUS, 
'Wller~ ag~ under which court has orl1:inol Jurisdiction is dltl'crent for boys and for girls. the ago for boys appenrs first. 
a In~ludcs nll ;HexicBns. . .. '.. ... _ 
I For llllf(orlnity of reporting. dnt!l tor this ~otltt Include ClISPS ot truarcy nnc1lncorriglblhty with delinquency. olthough tile court. do~s not consider thesn as de)lnlJ,u,.ucY cases. 
6 Ilata for omclal C8Sl)S onl}', cornparnhlcr to those n'port~d In previous years. nrc n~ follows. for totol eases, bo}<'s' casp-s, [lnd Rlrls CUFes, respectivcly: CoUCorDla. San Fr~lTclsco city and 

CQuuty--782.671, nnd 21i; L()ulsitmn, Caddo Parish-SUO, 267. and 93; Oklnhoma, 'rlllsn city-180. 130. nnd SO; Pennsylvania, l\[ontgolOery CountY-207. 223. nnd 34. e 
G 1~xclude8 traOla Violations; datu ar~ estimated. 
7 Juv~nlJo cOllrts in Now J('rscy hnv() authorIty to nc11udlcato cases inVolving adolrscent olIrnders (between nges ot 16 anel18 yenrs) charged wIth indlctnDle offenses if certltled by prosecutor . 

oCplcns or other specified uuthorltles. . 

10 

8 Children's courts In New York Statc have jurisdIction Over chUclrNI liP to 18 years oC age In cuses Involving vlolntlOn gf tho Education Law. 
e Ullta Cor Multnomuh COllnty. Oreg •• nrc not l!lcl\1dt'd in total cases for all courts Inasmuch as the breal(·down hy sex IS not nvalJable, 
.10 Delmont Oounty roport~d officlnl cases only, 

, 
.\ , 

Table 2.-juvenile-delinquency cases, 1945: Ages of boys and of girls when 
referred fo court, in cases c/isposed of by'374 courts 

Table 4.-juvenile-delinquency cases, 1945: Sources of reference to court, 
in boys' anc/ in girls' cases disposec/ of by 374 courts 

Juvenilc-d~linqueucy cases Juvenile-delinquency cases 

Age of child when referred 
to court Number PerCl.Jnt Source of reference to court Number Pcrcent 

Total Boys Girls Total Boys GIrls ._-----------------
Total cases. ___ • ______ 122.851 10J,240 21.011 -- .... -----~ ... --- .. _--- --------- .. = == - --- = Age reported .. _. ____________ 110,415 91.435 18.980 100 100 100 -----------._---------Under 10 years ________ . 4.172 3,763 409 4 4 2 10 years, un del' 12 _______ 8,032 7,311 721 7 8 4 12 yearS', under 14 _______ 18.362 16.558 2.804 17 17 15 14 years, unc1e~ 16 _______ 40.872 32.045 8.227 37 36 43 16 years and over _____ •• 38.977 32,158 0.819 35 35 30 

AgonClt reported __________ , 12,430 9.805 2.631 ----.---- .. ---------- ----- ---- .. 

Total ~~I~ Total Boys I Girls 
-----~---- --.- .-~------

'l'otalcascB .. ' ___ • ___ • 122 851 101,'240 I 21. 611 ==C~ .. ~~~ == 
79.5341 16,728 = = Source of reference reported_ 96,262 100 100 I 100 --------Pollcc, _________________ 

68,082 60049 8.033 71 75 i 52 School department _____ 6,976 Ii 027 1,949 7 6 i 12 I'robfltlon officer,, ______ 2,974 2224 750 3 3 1 4 Othrr courL . _______ -' __ 1,590 1 3,13 247 2 2 1 Social arrPllCY ___________ 1,592 752 840 2 1 5 Parcnts or rclatives _____ 5.751 2.951 2800 6 4 17 Other indh'iduaL ______ 7,477 6,304 1,173 8 8 7 Other sourco .. __________ 1.220 884 336 1 1 2 

Source of reference not reo porte d ____________________ 
26,589 21,700 4,883 ---------- -- .. ------- ---- .. _----

Table a.-juvenile-delinquency cases, 1945: Reosons for reference to court, 
. : in boys' and in girls' cases disposed of by 374 courts 

Table 5.-juvenile-delinquency cases, 1945: Places of c/etention care of 
boys and of girls, in cases disposed of by 374 courts 

----."-~--.---

Juycni!e·dellnquencyeasrs Juvclli1"-dclinquency cases 
---~------

Reason for reference to court Number Percent Piace of detention caro Number Prrcrnt 

Total Boys I Girls I Total·1 Dol'S I Girls 
"" "-J~'-'-'''- --., -~ ---- -- ---.--.. -.------

_' ___ ~ _____ I __ T_ot_a_I_I~oys ~~otal-T B~~S I ~lrl~-
1'otalcal'cs., -------- 122,851 101.240 I 21.011 .:..::..:.::.:-.:..::..:.::.:-! ______ ''; 

Reason for rMerenee re-
Total cases,. 122,851 101.240 21.011 ____ ..... _______________ . ___ _ 

=-==--....:;;==-=::======= 
Detention care reported_ _ __ 70.002 62.353 13.049 100 100 100 ported _______ .... __ .______ 1ll.939 92, r,71 19,2GS 100 100 11]0 ------------------------

Stealing. ______________ _ -------------- :\"0 detrntion ~ar~ over-

Act of ('lIrelessness or mischief. ________ • ___ _ 
Traffic vlolation _______ _ 
Truancy. ______________ _ 
Running away ___ .• __ __ 
B~in!'t ungov~rnablc ___ _ 
Sex otr~ns('_ •. _ • ______ __ 
Injnry ~o !lerson _______ _ 
Other reason ________ • __ 

Reason for reforence not 

40,879 

19.241 
9,852 
8.681 
0.307 
0.840 
5, !l00 
3,224 
'1.025 

38.610 

17,779 
9.059 
0,104 
5.652 
5,542 
2.579 
2,828 
3.81iS 

2.269 

1.462 
193 

2.517 
3.055 
4,298 
3.411 

a9a 
1.067 

I 

37 

17 
9 
S 
8 
9 
5 
3 
4 

42 

19 
10 
7 
6 
6 
3 
3 
4 

12 

8 
1 

J3 
19 
22 
18 
2 
5 

nig-ht,. ,, ________ . __ _ 
Detention care over­

night or longcr_ .. _ ..... 

Boarding home _____ __ 
Detcntion horne , ___ __ 
Other illStitutiCllL . __ _ 
Jail or police station 3_ 
Oth!'r placo of cure 4 __ 
Plncr of care not re-ported ______ ,, _____ _ 

43.100 

32.902 

36.824 

25.529 

6,276 

7,373 

57 

43 

59 

41 

40 

54 -----------------------
331 

22,659 
760 

8,735 
156 

292 
10,9'18 

503 
7.507 

75 

39 
5.711 

257 
1.228 

81 

57 

(I) 
30 
1 

12 
(I) 

(I) 

(I) 

(I) 

1 
27 
1 

12 

(1) 

(1) 

42 
2 
9 
1 

_ reported _______ . ______ . ___ 10.912 8. ,69 I 2, 343 1 ..... -_ .. _ ._-- ...... ------- Dntentlon caro not roported_ 

201 

46,849 

204 

38.887 7.962 

Limitations 
(Continued from page 8) 

Data on the number of delinquency 
cases disposed of include not merely 
the, most serious ofl'enses, but many 
types of alleged delinquency from the 
most serious to the most trivial. 
Moreover, juvenile-court statistics in­
clude not only caSes in which children 
arB adjudged to be delinquent but all 
CaSt'S brought before a court ip which 
delinquency is alleged. 

Bec!J,use of their limitations, juvpnilo­
court stntistics alone do not provide a 
r{'liable index of delinquency in each 
community. Those statistics arc apt 
to be particularly misleading if uscd 
to make comparisons between one 
community and another respecting the 
extent of delinqucn cy, 

On the back covel' of this supple­
meut are describrd revisions of the 
Cl1ildrml's BUl'e>au l'rpol'ting progra.m 

. thai; it is hoped will improve these 
euvenile-colll't statistics. 

I Less than 0.5 percent. 
.2 Includes cases oC chilc1ren cared for part of the time in defention homes and part of tIle 

tIme elsewhere hut excludes cases nC children also cnrrc] for in jails or Ilolic~ stallons. 
3 Inclndc8 cases of children cared for part oC thc time in jails or police stations und part of the 

time rlsew here. 
4 Includrs casCBof Children cared for in more than one place but iu plnces other than deten. 

tion homes. jails, or police stations. 

Table 6.-jlivenile-delinquency cases, 1945: Dispositions of boys' and of girls' cases, c/isposed of 
by 374 courts 

Disposition of caso 

DlsposillolJ rrportrd 

('"sr' lliSlllI5S('r1, ndjuster!. or h.'I<1 open with· 
uutlllrth('rnctiull .. " ............ __ ••. __ 

Child sl1pcrvis(,tl by probulion OmOrI', . __ 
ChlJd commlttl'c! or ref('rrl'tl to an InstltutllllL 

Stnl(linstitution (ofllelinC/uont ('hilrJrrll_ 
OtJ1l'1' Institution for drlinllllent dllldn'n 
PenallnsWutian .. ' ... , ___ ..... , .. ' .. , 
OtlIQrillstitutlou .• _ ....• ______ ..... _ .• 

Chll<1 committed or rcferred to an np:ency or IndivldunL. ' _____ ... _______ • __________ ... 

Puhlic d~pnrtm('nt . _ .. _ ..• ____________ _ 
Other ugcnt'y or inrllv!rJuaL_ .. _ . ______ • 

Othcr disposition of ('a~(' 

nlspo~ltl()1I not reported 

Ju\~(Inil(\ .. rlplinflu~ncY cas~s 
-------~.---.-----.--------.------

PerCt'nt 

122,851 101, ~40 21. OIl ___ • _______ ._. _________ ...... 
, .. ,,= =-,"-= =.,,~,=,,===::':,,====,======= 

114.887 95,027 19. ~tiO 100 100 100 
------,------·-1----1--

40.040 
34. URI 
10,101 

fI, ito:U 
S,157 

222 
033 

5,·100 

42,184 
28. ~29 
7.748 

O,~1i6 
(it 152 
2.353 

43 45 35 
30 30 31 
U S 12 

. - ---~. ~'--.---/----/----
4,1"JO 1,1<10 5 5 0 
2.340 8U 3 2 4 

200 16 (I) (1) (I) 
556 377 1 2 

3.54G 1.854 4 9 
--'--.----.~-~ -/._--/----/----

1. 7M 1. IS3 r"iS 2 1 3 
3. tl4U 2.363 1,280 3 3 6 

1v,3Ga 12,72(1 2, G45 13 13 13 

7,964 I\, 2131 1.751 
---,-~-.... -.--" .. ~ -... -----.....:..----.:.---~-~----'-------!.--

I Less than 0.5 [Jcrcent. 
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Improvement of Juvenile-Court Statistics 

To increase the significance and effec­
tive use of juvenile-court statistics 
and to achieve greater efficiency and 
economy in their collection and tabula­
tion, the U. S. Children's Bureau ini­
tiat~d on January 1, 1946, a rovision of 
its juvenile-court statistical reporting 
program. Under the revised. reporting 
plan, the Children's Bureau discon­
tinued the direct collection of statistical 
reports from individual courts and. ,,,,ill 
tabulate only summary reports received 
from State agencies concerned with 
juvenile-court or probation work (e. g., 
departments of welfare, State-wide 

. juvenile courts, departments of proba­
tion and correction). These summary 
reports will be based on individual 
court reports to the State agencies. 

State-agency collection of juvenile­
court statistics will extend materially 
the geographic coverage of the series to 
include more urban and rural courts in 
all sections of the United States. This 
a,rrangement will be advantageous also 
to individual courts because they will 
be able to seek advice and consultation 
on statistical reporting procedures and 
related matters from agencies in their 
own States. 

CONTENTS 

The, revised reports will include (1) 
a count and analysis of all children's 
cases-delinquency, dependency and 
neglect, and special proceedings-dis­
posed of officially (formally) and un­
officially (informally) during the cal­
endar year, and (2) an unduplicated 
count of the number of different chil­
dren involved in all children's cases 
disposed of during the calendar year. 
Reports of this nature ,vill present a 
better picture of the work of juvenile 
courts and will be extremely useful in 
State and local pll1lUling of programs of 
preventive and trpatment services for 
children. 

Another approach to the improve­
ment of statistics on dplinquency is 
described in a recently released report 
on an e:x--perLTllental registration Of 
juvenile delinquency undertaken in the 
District of Columbia by the U. S. 
Children's Bureau in cooperation with 
the Washington Council of Social 
Agencies. l The experiment employed 

I A Community F.Jperiment in Ihe ,Vca8urcmcnf 0/ JUl'cnile 
Delinquency, by Edward E. E'rhwartz. Natlonal Prot/a .. 
tion Association Yrarhook,1045 (New York: 1940). Pp.157-
181. A limited number of rpprints of this article are 8\'uiIa· 
ble from the U. s. Childrell'~ Bureau. 

the technique of centl'l11 registl'l1tion of 
children whose behavior was reported &. 
as delinquent by each of the six official ... 
agencies in the city concerned with 
juvenile behavior. 

The results of this study indicated 
that a large number of children alleged 
to be delinquent were not kilown to the 
juvenile court during the registration 
year, having been dealt with by the 
police or by other agencies without 
referl'l11 to court. The study also indi­
cated that, because of duplication in' 
the statistics for any two agencies, 
central registration may be the only .",",,~~ -
feasible method lor completely Ull­

duplicating on a community-wide basis 
the count of children alleged to be de­
linquent. Central registration may be 
a step toward improved measurement. 
of juvenile delinquency and may hold 
possibilities as a tool for better com': 
munity plamling of services for children 
and youth. However, the procedures 
involved need to be tested in additional 
areas to ascertain the effect of differing 
community provisions and interagency 
relations befor('. general conclusions and" 
recommendations for its use can be" 
made. 
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