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JUVENILE.COURT STATISTICS FOR 1944

successive calendar year for which
the U. S. Children’s Bureau has
collected statistics on delinquency cases
disposed of by juvenile courts. During
these 18 years there have been some
changes from year to year in the courts
making these reports, and fluctuations
in the number of courts reporting, but
in general the coverage of these statis-
ties has grown from about 15 percent
of the population of the United States
in 1927 to 37 percent in 1944.
Nine-tenths of the courts reporting
in 1944 reported under State plans, that
is, reported to State agencies concerned
with juvenile-court work or probation
service, which then forwarded the data
to the Children’s Bureau; the other
courts reported direct to the Bureau.
The courts reporting under State plans
served the greater part of the popula-
tion served by all courts reporting in
1944. The nine States in which the
courts reported in this way were Con-
necticut, Massachusetts, Missouri, New
York, Rhode Island, and Utah, all with
State-wide coverage, and Indiana, Ohio,
and Texas, with partial coverage.

PLAN OF PRESENTATION OF MATERIAL

THE YEAR 1944 is the cighteenth

e -~ <The statistical material in this report

is presented in three sections, each deal-
ing with data for a particular group of
the reporting courts:

1. Cases disposed of in 1944.—Re-
ports on juvenile-delinquency cases dis-
posed of during 1944 were received for
380 juvenile courts. Data obtained
from these reports are presented in
tables 1 to 6. Table 1 shows (according
to the races of the children involved)
the number of cases disposed of by ecach
of the courts serving areas with popu-
lations of 100,000 or mere; for the
courts that served areas with smaller
populations, consolidated data are given
for the States in which the courts are
loeated. To assist in the interpretation
of the statistics, the ages,under which
the courts have jurisdiction and the
coverage of the reports with respect to
both officinal and unofficial cases are
shown iu table 1. Tables 2 to § present
in summary form for the 380 courts an
analysis of the data, according to ages
of the children involved, reasons for
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referral to court, sources of referral,
places of detention care, and disposi-
tions of cases. (Source tables for
juvenile-court statistics, similar to those
published in some earlier reports, have
been compiled for 1944 and are avail-
able for reference at the Children’s
Bureau. These source tables give, for
individual courts, the data that are
summarized in tables 2 to 6.)

9. Decrease in cases, 1943 to 1944.~-
Of the 380 courts reporting in 1944, 369
had made reports in 1943. There is
shown in a text table the percent
change from 1943 to 1944, in the num-
ber of cases disposed of, for these 369
courts, for those courts that served
areas with populations of 100,000 or
more, and for those that served areas
with smaller populations.

3. Trends in volume of cases, 1938 to
1944.—0f the 380 courts reporting in
1944, 78 courts serving areas with pop-
ulations of 100,000 or more had made
reports for each year since 1938.
Table 7 and figure 1 show the trends in
volume of delinquency cases disposed of
by these 78 courts during the years 1938
through 1944—years that included the
prewar period as well as the war years.

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF IN 1944

Duting 1944, 118,626 delinquency
cases were disposed of by the 380
juvenile courts that participated vol-
untarily in the Children’s Bureau
juvenile-court-statistics project.  Al-
though these participating courts are
not representative of all the areas in
the country, analysis of the statistics
on the delinquency cases disposed of by
these courts makes possible some gen-
eral observations on the volume of work
of juvenile courts and on the character-
istics of the children dealt with.

Sex and race

‘Of the 118,626 delinquency cases dis-
posed of in 1944, 81 percent were boys’
cases and 19 percent were girls’ cases—
table 1. The ratio of girls’ cases to
boys’ cases was at a higher level from
1942 to 1944 than in previous years.

Of the cases for which the reports
included the races of the children,
white children were involved in 79
percent, Negro and other nonwhite

children in 21 percent. Regional dif-
ferences in attitudes toward types of
behavior manifested by children of the
different racial groups and differences
in community provisions for dealing
with children of various racial groups
have a marked effect on the number of
children of each group referred to
juvenile courts. Statistics on racial
distribution, therefore, can be used
most effectively for evaluative and
planning purposes in local communities
where due consideration can be given
to community organization for handling
delinquency and to prevalent attitudes
on the treatment of children from dif-
ferent population groups.
Ages

Of the cases for which the ages of the
children were reported, the greatest
concentration—36 percent of the boys’
cases and 45 percent of the girls’
cases—occurred, as in previous years,
in the I14-and-15-year age group—
table 2. In 4 percent of the cases the
children were under 10 years of age.

The maximum ages of juvenile-court
jurisdictions, which in only a few in-
stances extend to persons who have
reached their ecighteenth birthdays,
affect to a great extent the age distri-
bution of cases handled by the courts.
Of the 380 courts reporting in 1944, 65
had original jurisdiction in delinquency
cases of children under 16 years of age;
192, of children under 17 years of age;
112, under 18 years; and 6, under 21
years, In addition, the 2 courts in
Oklahoma had original jurisdiction in
delinquency cases of boys under 16 and
of girls under 18, and the 3 Texas courts
had original jurisdiction in delinquency
cases of boys nnder 17 and of girls
under 18.
Reasons for referral to court

The reasons for which boys were
most commonly veferred to courts
differed considerably from those for
which girls were most commonly re-
ferved—table 3. In 40 percent of the
boys’ cases for which the reasons for
referral were reported, the referrals
were for types of stealing (including
automobile stealing, burglary or un-
lawful entry, robbery, and all other
types of stealing), and in 20 percent
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fhey were for acts of carelessness or
mischief. ~ Among girls’ cases, three
types of behavior—being ungovernable,
running away, and sex offenses—-ac-
counted for 60 percent of the cases for

which ‘the reasons for referral were

reported.

- The proportion of all girls’ cases
that were referred to reporting courts
for these three types of behavior was
lower in 1944 than at any time since
1939, when it was also 60 percent; in
1941 it was as high as 64 percent. - These
three reasons are considered together
because ungovernable behavior and
running away frequently involve sex
offenses; moreover, some courts use the
term ungovernable behavior to avoid
recording sex offenses for girls on
official records. However, it should
not be assumed that all cases of running
away or ungovernable behavior involve
sex offenses.

- Sources of referral to court

Children are referred to juvenile
courts not only by the police but by
parents or other relatives, by other
individuals, by school authorities, and
by social agencies. Analysis of these

sources of referral indicates to some
extent the relations of the courts to
other community agencies, the effects
of community pressures on the work of
the courts, and the prevailing com-
munity attitudes on the role of the
court. For example, the frequency
with which cases are referred to courts
by parents, relatives, individuals, and
social agencies reflects the extent to
which the juvenile court is called on to
deal with behavior problems other
than those coming to the attention of
the police—either because there are no
other community resources for services
to children or because it is felt that
the court is the best resource in a
particular situation.

The sources of referral to court in
the cases for which this information
was reported are shown in fable 4.
Almost three-fourths (74 percent) of
the boys’ cases were referred by the
police; only one-half of the girls’ cases
were referred by this source. In four
of the urban areas (Dallas, Hennepin,
Milwaukee, and Ramsey Counties) the
police referred three-fourths or more
of the girls’ cases. Parents or other
relatives referred only 4 percent of the

boys’ cases, as compared with 17
percent of the girls’ cases. In only
one of the urban areas (New York City)
were 10 percent or more of the boys’
cases referred by parents or. relatives.

The differences in the sources of
referral of boys’ cases and of girls’
cases may be explained in part by the
fact that the largest proportion of the
boys' cases were referred for stealing, a
type of behavior that is more likely
to come to the attention of the police,
while in girls’ cases two of the principal
reasons for referral were being ungov-
ernable and running away, conduct
more likely to be referred to court by
parents or other relatives.

The proportion of cases referred by
each source varies from court to court,
but in general the statistics show that
social agencies do refer a small propor--
tion of the delinquency cases that come
to court. The importance of social
agencies in dealing with delinquency
problems should not be minimized,
however, inasmuch as the small number
of referrals to court by these agencies
may indicate that they are handling
without referral the problems of chil-
dren that come to their attention.

Table 1.—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1944: Boys’ and girls’ cases, by race, disposed of by 89 courts serving areus with populations of 100,000 or more and
by 291 courts serving areas with populatiors of less than 100,000

-Age Juvenile-delinquency cases
ur}uje]r Data
Location of arcas served by courts and chief cities in certain areas cgv mhl s include ¥ Negro and other
0 géfn ;11 “‘},g’sle‘g%a‘ All races White? nonwhife Race not reporfed
Junsdlgc.
— tion Total Boys Qirls Boys Girls Boys Giria Boys Girls
Ot} O8O ce e e PO . T e 118, 626 5, 827 22,789 63,351 15,164 15,965 4,331 16, 511 3,304
AREAS WITH 100,000 OR MORE TOPULATION e neenunrmaenr cwemmmnnnmee b 105, 105 84, 051 20, Ié4 56,037 13,322 15,436 4, 164 12,879 2,603
o \J
('.mir 0(:_1'1:3;{ Cloulgls (th::l: ROCK) wminm e mmmmmm e e s 21 Yes....- 868 508 352 274 251 232 B4 S PR R,
A% Angeles County (Log Angeles)i 21 ] NOaernoen 4,108 3,450 640 3,164 :
;:}3 ?}gggigc%n_nctis{&(g% Icoalg)t) 20 | Yos.[lC 2141 | 1,580 552 1,495 g(lsg & . 3 P
Coniw "";‘it o o A4 21 | NOwouaas 8156 566 249 226 55 22 12 1
Cirst distriet (Brldgeport).. ............ U - 16 | Yes... 1,647 7 4
;?z;ﬁ«;ﬁd JE?E?@?&?Q‘%‘(?O%‘;V"“’ ............ DU o] e 1i<%o %,' 353 A }395 %3; %‘1’2 51
Dlslrl'ctof et Mmoo el e e s 18 | Yes..... 1,710 1,410 300 1,307 253 103 47
nm}}insmngton-—mty---...-..-_....,.... e an 184 Yes.oua. 3,171 2,770 401 1,270 112 1,401 289
Ccqugo County (Miami) wemcuen.. B U 17 § NOwmaeun 062 685 11 R PRI R FU
fnd %lixlltm; (’ount;; (Atlanta)........ . et ima e m———— 16 | YeSauan. 1,376 1,122 254
Allen County I‘art Wayne).oooovnaven. . 18 | Yes 433 492 141
. U DUTUUIIE PR | 3 B - S 2 1
Ir\,{ng\rriogo(ugt v (Gary) .o .o .. 18 | Yes. ... 461 314 147 82 2
unty (Indi:mmmlis) 18 | Yes 1,048 1,507 441 440
8t Joseph County (South Bend)., 18] vesllZ ileet "970 354 100
o u;;:l;‘r mrgh County (Evansvitle) . . 18} YeS.aons 450 530 144 60
Po ounty (Des Moines).. o..cu.. ... 2L § Yes 764 654
; 8) < amr e cremmes e nens e nnmans : un 100 LV 1) FOUN IR
an\ghoodbury Czounw (S10UX CILF) v e e et e anes 21 | Y08aoerl 506 371 136 20 L I immnmm———-
Bfuslgg%?l?al:&gs (BULOVEDOLE) oo et mme e e 17§ Yes.on. 855 630 216 500 149 139 Y
o8Lo
Boston (central section)...... ., ...
Brightm(l...u.....m_,\ ) . %; 731%’ 4(1)3 % 2
Charlestowst., ... .. 17 69 62 49 7
Dorelesior..~. .. 17 235 22y 290 i
Rgi%gfgton..- e 17 156 142 142 14
Sguth Dosto 17 28 o8 558 70
West Roxbur, : 1[; }(I‘Z ‘]28 14 H
Ceontral district ar Worcester {Worcoster) ... 17 450 §o§ :%é él
See footnotes at end of table, ?

A 5 RO AT e B £ i A R b o i 5




: s . * N : . . . L - N - - 3 g g - e I L : e o . o

. =
R : , _ , . . ’ ~ Places of detention care
, v . . . ’ . rs b disposed of by 89 courts serving areas with populations of 100,000 or more and v control of the; i . )
able 1.=—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1944: Boys’ and girls’ cases, Y race, disp | v | ntrol o eir parents or cuar . i .
T i v 297 courts serving arears with populations of léss than 100,000 '—Continved R The places in which children are that there is da 1113 : g & dians .\Ve]: e.deffamed .at least part of the time
' cared for overnight or ] . : .nger ol repetition of in jails or police stations.. The place
o Tuvenile-delinquency cases _ T hearing or i g, . T oFg&J;,.pendmg behavior menacing to themselves or to of detention care most frequently re
Age g or disposition o ewr cases, their iti ; i
under 1 patg Ky ) : ) eir communities, or unless detention ported for bo ! irls’
o } which | jrolnde ATl races. White's Negro and other | Racs not reported , and the extent of the care given them is the only way that the chi ; p : th boys’ and girls’ cases
T.ocation of areas served by courts and chief cities in certain areas cgrl;égitﬁs unofficial 1l races nonwhite } A . \ are depen dent in ¢ the ’ Jiti Y way tha e children’s Pres- was a detention home; the reported use
driginy ? , ‘ Pary on the iacilities ence i 't b ’ .
friedic. | Cases ‘ . ¢ : nce m court can be assured. If de- of boar -
tion ? Total | Boys | Girls | Boys | Gids | Boys | Gils | Boys | Girls available in local communities and in  tention is deemed ne cessary, suitable was ne ?m%I homes for detention care
. . e ) gligible.
— v part on community attitudes on the facilitics other than jails or police sta~
s —Continue : . : , X : . ‘ ] .
et Norfolk jatriet (Quiney)-... a5 | 2 W % v need for detention. In some localities tions should be used. These standards DisPosition of cases
First district of eastern Middlesex (Medford)mem e mcoemoomemeceaan e 87 87 1 children broughst to 't in delin : . . . .
Lowell Qturiet Chawamomer 82 73 73 2 : ' o, Jourtin delinquericy  are widely accepted in principle, as is The disposition of cases by the
we thing v e —— ) , . . . . . )
g‘smd e Bistret (Somervine) o 1t 100 DR N 100 11 ' 3 csfzseisi‘ e otnined for almost, all types - evidenced by legal restrictions placedon  various courts depends on the rayctices
Somervilie aistrie : N i, . . . R ¢ !
Southorn Keex il Lynny- Ml o g s 7 I | e sy whereas in others only cer- most juvenile courts against detaining of the courts and on the ava,ﬂzﬁ)ﬂjt, of
ingfia. FICE (& 2! - s - . 218 T g N : . 1 . . X
Third distriet of Bristol (New Bedlordy.o; ' 2 a8 218 L ain types of delinquency are considered children in jails or police stations: et facilities f on
. Third district of eastern Middlesex (Cambridge) .- - oo - - : serious enough to warrant detent] on in practi ctens: JONS; y Jacluties  1or court supervision, for
"R o (Grand Rapid) ... 2B see| 48| 8| a| o e| ws | ' care hosouce extensive use of improper institutional care of children needing
finnayne County (Detroid)....... ' ’ " ' ’ i ) ' facilities for detention continues to be such service, or for other services t
Minnesola - unty (Minneapolis) b.. ... 1,970 914 356 873 342 3 B 2 1 Desirable standards of juvenile-court reported—iable & . ! s to
Ramsey County (St. Paul). .. o 203 1 8 ! ) - work require that children shall never Deli t h'ild children.
i 5 . n @ , . J . ..
M‘SE%;'];L*SO,,‘CW‘?;Y (Fonse o nen | Do ol s i3 ot 17 |7 1 ' be detained in jails or police stations overni l(lltu 0?1 oger po d"vele oinined o dizposition most, frequently made
, Loufs—elby ... , -8 e Y N [ . . - AT - ne . L. X :
s Louis County (Gfversity ity . 492 122 & o e e R — “~ They should be allowed to remain in dis os{gtio 0 foglge'l pending hearing or in 1944 in both boys’ and girls’ cases
2! T - C A e . .
e dson County (Tersey City). —-.. 12 361 g2 s e , their own homes h oy P D of their cases in 33,809 of was dismissed, adjusted, or held open
Koo Clon County (Elizabeth). 2 » ~ " nes unless home conditions the 7 7,859 cases for which information without further action”—table 6. This
e 3.C v . - i .
V;}ll;,;ny Qounty (Albany) ... % e ol mi;kc Ltr}nlmeidﬁiczlte remova,lf necessary, or on detention care was reported. In 25 disposition was made in 46 percent of
e 4 ; 136 22 unless the children are so far beyond the ; .
Chautanqua County (Jamestown) 158 ar beyond the - percent of thes . .
%utcgess?(gou(%cgﬂ (Poughieepsie).. o <8 B S Table 2—Juvenile-del P these 33,809 cases the children the boys’ cases and in 35 percent of the
rie County RI0) - o ooeommm e o4 - Y ¢ 2.—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1944; Ages of bo d of girls wh i ;
Monros Connty (Roehiaster) = 2770 218 162 reforre] fo ey , 1944; ys and of girls when | Table 4.—Juvenile-delinquency case 1944: §
founty (Hempstead oo : cases disposed of L quency S, i Sources of reference to courf
§g$¥ogﬁi%§gygefigftﬂ? ...... 6, 665 5, ?33 4 , ‘ P by 380 courts in boys’ and in girls’ cases disposed of by 380 courts ‘
Niagara County (Niagars Falls) b e 3 S M j :
Oneida County (Utlea)........_._... 343 280 LI R SR { Juvenile-delinquency cases . )
Onondaga County (Syracuse)....... 90 n 191" R e S i Juvenile-delinquency cases
Orange County (Newhurgh) .. o 170 56 1 Age of child when referred _ e
Rensselner County (Troy)...ooceooooen 38 159 29 to court Number Percent Source of reference . ————
Sehenectady County (Seheneetadyy " - ZTTZT1TITIIIIIIIITIITT 188 ) ' - i to court Number Percent
Suffolk County (Patchogue). ..-veeunn 360 310 50 - . S
Westchester County (YOnKers)emmomovmeocmmmceiisemeciee e 728 | Noooooof 360 310) - 50|l Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls T ; —
m}’a County (Hamilton City) 989 742 247 082 —— - . . otal | DBoys Gitls { Total { Boys Girls
TALSOTE L ALY Yoo e . T . NS
cggg{xgg&g&& e - 370 | 2,823 887 2,008 Ftnleasen.. ooeeenn) 18,020 ) 05,82 mpron || T Total cases 118,626 | 95,807 | a2,700 R
Franklin County (Columbusg) ... 825 | 3,037 | 788( 230 60|  693| B Bl e O PRI e | Totaleases... , , 29,7
Hamilton County (Clncinnat)... 7 I I g Agererortedeeoeveeee | 107608 | 8672 | sk | a0 | 00| ey | Soure ot etereneeported._|gacsi o e e
: T . S - 3 3 5 42
I\Ioéﬁorllxingugoﬁnty Wonmgstown) 1o w7 Loz L iéﬁ 393 1,008 @ gnder Y e — Tl b 201 : 3 2 Palice
Montgemery County (Dayton)..: 1,813 1 3 3 e 10 yoors, under 12...._ 7,779 6, 995 784 7 8 b Seliool dermiinesss 65,478 | 56,300 9, 160
B Py (Canton) .. - 108 | 100 304 | 1,408 14 Years, tnder 107777 An02 il 81 1 17 15 Probation oficer - ok | oo =g
.- - ’?“g}g]bul(l:%%%lﬂs(’ QT M ———— 4 56 8 16 years and over, . U6 20051 7164 34 tH b Soat; ageney | Tom 1,'gg§ 5
i 01:1@;;;‘:1_0 ity B 1,245 837 408 693 Agenot reported.. . .__....] 11,118 9,103 2,006 |..... S‘gggﬁigri{g}}gf& : g: ggg g 099 3 2g§
Oregon T o o oy T Aseotreported. o 1,18 9,008 s016 | iy REARCEEY B vidual .. 4 573 | 1,939
out)ﬁgltnoma‘n County (Portland)_ 3,205 2, 800 405 [ormmmrenas Other source. 777 1,180 801 320
Pennsylvania 3,238 2, 657 681 1,939 Source of referonce not re-
7 (Pittshurgh). ... : : ,
ﬁgffsh%%’&g&?ﬁ:{diqé Al.lfgt..)-» 20 m 2l e ported oo 24,282 | 1,92 4300
Montgomery County {Norristown; ; S
ﬁr?lla elghig—-clty and county.. 9, 395 7,969 1,436 4,336
Rhode Tslan 1, e 500 148 868
State (Providence)®............ - ’ Table 3.—Juvenile-delin
;A.s uth Carolina A quency cases, 1944: Reasons for reference to court . .
£ TR G oonville County (Greenville).. : a3 33 7 %1 o in boys’ and in girls’ cases disposed of by 380 courts urls | Table 5~“Juvenl|e-del|nquengy cases, 1944: Places of defention care of
Ten}‘?@mr County (8an Antonio) - 2, 458 1,026 732 1,761 - ,, B iy o EOYS anc{ of girls, in cases disposed of by 380 courts
Dallas County (Dallas) ... - 2,382 1,865 627 1,300 b Juvenile-delinquency ensos -
tah;? % - _— o Juvenfle-delinquency cas
g o AR T Rewson o efeencs to -
¥l * 4 £ + t) i
’si‘elsﬁrltll disfrtltcg (l’r%vt)) Bt ? 1,681 1,430 H5 1,482 — ‘ Place of detention care Number Pereent
) 1
T Lae| o0} 30| 568 Total | Boys | G | ol | Doy | oum : )
Washington 440 350 1 O SO SO ‘ T e - e Total | Boys | Girls | Total | Boys | Girls
Plerce County (Tacoms)... e « 540 107 Tt I I . Total cases. ... 15,626 | 05,827 | o1 B S . -
8pokane County (Spokane) ememes semeen) B, G26 105,827 1 mo7ep - rotal S
W'ﬁwﬂﬂh‘k County (Milwaukes) 6,617 5,726 801 5,426 Reason for reforence re- T A e otaleases. .......... :g{};g?g 95,827 | 20,700 |.___....._ !
Milwaukee County V£1H) ) R — B s | 1080 2 66 6714 ported... ... ~v--e| 100,068 1 88,027 | 21,041 100 100 100 | Petention carereported. .| 77,850 62,304 | 15,405 100 100 100
AREAS WITH LESS THAN 100,000 POPULATION ... .. - s ' ! i ! Stealing... 37 0 MR bt S ] SO . . 3 -
414 514 1, 357 Act, of earcicssiess o 72171 35085 2,182 34 10 0 No detention carc ovor- ———
Indinnn: 83 C0UMS. e vr o amieicn s ame e e s fo,’ 8?;? ;11’320 105 oo mischiel. . 19,120 [ 17,85 D““:'m """"""""""" 44,000 [ 36,863 7,087 57 58 50
Massnchusetts: 54 courts. cnm—n . » 02 » 8 ass |7 sai Trafle yiolation """ \ 14 , 858 1,202 18 2 g ctention eare over-|
Missouris 112 courts......... L0 L wel b Truangye U erenen || HIoy &g 172 8 i 1 uight ortonger. ..., 33,800 | 20,001 7,808 43 42 50
Montann: Yellowstone Coun 1,028 1,333 205 [-. . SO (I Running away. .ooe o 9 088 g' ?fg 2 874 8 7 14 Boarding | L
New Yorls 2 courts 8005 | 3149 816 | B Delngungovernable .} 0588 [ aony | 40y y b 2 Dourding home. ... a2 m| R o wl © »
Qidihemys Nl G AR 1 RT3 WOt WA S e : o e e Gml o) il Qeristiaton 1 g iR ML A T T
Goxna; Wichila Coungy... 303 320 12 328 SONN IO 4 therreason. . T BR0s | fo2r | 14 5 tion 3.~ )
Utah; Fourth distriet 0.... 79 130 255 - 3 1 027 » 47 5 5 7 oeee oot B G616 7,211 1,405 1 11 9
Vieginta: Donville—ely.-ueurooeeusn BRANt memsssrenemnsnses "= ! 0 Renson for reference not ro- g]‘lﬁf;" é}lgg;‘ o core, ! 504 355 "149 1 1 i
- ported,..... e 9, 558 7, 800 1,768 | . ..., I AU ported. ... . . .. 812 630 173 1 1 .
. 1040 ¢onsus, : . ) .
- : {’-\?,?,,‘}L“&Z’J‘ J‘Sﬁﬁi‘iﬁ’ﬁ‘i}ﬁ? eé’d‘r’ﬁms ogrigmnljurlsdictlon Is different for boys and for girls, the age for boys appears first, . e I Detention carenot reported. | 40,767 | 33, 403 7304 oo ||
3%.03 %%%?oﬂm&“gfcpﬁérting, datn for thig court include cases of truancy and incorrigibility with delinquency, although the court does not eonsider these as delinquency cases. Ty yrw——
Wli‘flﬁﬂﬁséﬁi‘%“xﬁ‘%ﬁ‘vé’}‘ﬁ;w have authorlty to adjudiente cases involving adolescent offenders (between ages of 16 and 18 years) charged with indictable offenses if certified by prose- @ & tn:s?’cclls'ég‘i?eﬁﬁsﬁi?chhlﬂgi?‘c :;‘ef;‘grf&:ill:;\r{tnoglégcc tin(llcrln glefeﬂtion hoﬁnon and part of tho
) 0 ' e 3 Ine : 5 : ared for in alls br police stations,
cutofg‘{‘gggglg; ggﬂg{ss{):%‘}ﬁg %%Lr]l]{og&gg i ml'ls%{)?i!ot? lover Ch“t(\] “i%&i%?eéso’r"‘l“zrﬁi"sfcﬁ%‘ﬁsm ﬂsf‘ﬂxwvl(gﬁn‘[?ﬁevggg c&%r&gr[ gg‘lcﬁ%ﬁ%f&%xﬁ{l‘y court in Rhode Island has jurisdiction over lllolt?ﬁ{ggf:eaglslge?t children carcd for part of the time in Inils or police stations and part of
R the juyentle-court rearganization In July 1044 this nrea was 3 E - {Includes cases of chi ) .
delinnxfor%rtochifdjren whg raised from 10 to 18 years, ted ' tlon homcs, jalls. o D&]ilgufg’tlnfi%fg.for in more than one place but in places cther than deten.
' V%&eported by State totals: broak-downs for individual districts are estimated.

4

5




 Places of detention care

The places in which children are
cared for overnight or longer, pending
hearing or disposition of their cases,
and the extent of the care given them
are dependent in part on the facilities
available in local communities and in
part on community attitudes on the

‘need for detention. In some localities

children brought to court in delinquericy
cases are detained for almost all types
of offenses, whereas in others only cer-
tain types of delinquency are considered
serious cenough to warrant detention
care, .

Desirable standards of juvenile-court
work require that children shall never
be detained in jails or police stations.
They should be ailowed to remain in
their own homes unless home conditions
make immediate removal necessary, or
unless the children are so far beyond the

Table 2.—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1944: Ages of boys and of girls when
referre l to court, in cases disposed of by 380 courts

control of their parents or guardians
that there is danger of repetition of
behavior menacing to themselves or to
their communities, or unless detention
is the only way that the children’s pres-
ence in court can be assured. If de-
tention is deemed necessary, suitable
facilitics other than jails or police sta-
tions should be used. These standards
are widely accepted in principle, as is
evidenced by legal restrictions placed on
most juvenile courts against detaining
children in jails or police stations; yet
in practice extensive use of improper
facilities for detention continues to be
reported—iable 5.

Delinquent children were detained
overnight or longer pending hearing or
disposition of their cases in 33,809 of
the 77,859 cases for which information
on detention care was reported. In 25
percent of these 33,809 cases thechildren

were detained at least part of the time
in jails or police stations.. The place
of detention care most frequently re-
ported for both boys’ and girls’ cases
was a detention home; the reported use
of boarding homes for detention care
was negligible.

Disposition of gases

The disposition of cases by the
various courts depends on the practices
of the courts and on the availability of
facilities for court supervision, for
institutional care of children needing
such service, or for other services to
children.

The disposition most frequently made
in 1944 in both boys’ and girls’ cases
was ‘“‘dismissed, adjusted, or held open
without further action’’—table 6. This
disposition was made in 46 percent of
the boys’ cases and in 35 percent of the

Table 4.—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1944: Sources of reference to court,
in boys’ and in girls’ cases disposed of by 380 courts

i
i Juvenile-delinqueney cases
i

Juvenile-delinquency cases

Age of ché})dc(\)\;l:_(;n referred Number Percent Sourct% (()“1(‘J lx;(égerenee Number Percent
Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Boys QGirls
Total CASeH. wouracnnnn 118,626 95,827 b N SUIUN SO Total cases........... 118,626 95, 827 22,799 ST I SR
Agereported.. . ooanennciooo 107, E08 86, 724 20, 784 100 100 100 | Sourceof referencereported..; 04, 344 75,915 18,429 100 100 100
Under 10 years. . cacea.- 4,141 3,730 411 4 4 2 Police.. . .ceueoooanl| 85,478 56, 309 0, 169 69 74 50
10 years, under 12 7.779 6, 995 784 7 8 4 School department.. 7,486 5,089 2,397 8 7 13
12 years, under 14 17,802 14, 744 3,148 17 17 15 Probation ofTicer........ 2, 085 1,935 750 3 2 4
14 years, under 16.. ... 40, £81 31,304 9,277 38 36 45 Other court.__. 1,088 1,368 320 2 2 2
16 years and over. 37,115 20, 951 7,104 34 36 24 Social ageney .. 1,643 681 962 2 1 A
Parents or relat 6,362 3,009 3,263 7 4 17
Age not reported.. ... - 11,118 9, 103 20016 focrmimemnfacceramcialoncna caan Other individual . 7,812 6,573 1,239 8 9 7
Other source._. _. 1,190 861 320 1 1 2
Source of reference not re-

ported. ..o 24,282 19,912 4870 Joo e

Table 3.—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1944: Reasons for reference to courf,
in boys’ and in girls’ cases disposed of by 380 courts

? ’ Juvenile-delinquency cases

Table 5.—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1944: Places of detention care of
boys and of girls, in

cases disposed of by 380 courts

Reason {( co t .
easo 2555{”“‘“ ° Number * Percent Placo of detention care
Total } Boys Girls Total Boys (tirls
Total cases B - Totaleases ..........
Reason for referenee re- ' :
DOFeU e .o ouemenesen| 100,008 | 88,027 ] 22,041 100 100 199 | Peention carereported. ...
Stealing. . ...l sner7| 3508 o 18 34 10| 10 o detontion care over-
ct of carclessness o Detention eare over-
misehiel e 19,120 17, 858 1,262 18 20 6
Fraie vlofaticr 470 gﬁ i 2’ 72 g 10 4 night orlonger ...,
TUBNCY e e vmm , 2 § , 874 7 4 v
Running 6way. oo o] 0,088 G410 | 4,260 g i 2 Boarding homi. ...
Beilng ungovernablo....| 0,853 5,280 4,617 9 i 22 Other institution. -
Sex offense....... . 6, 433 2, 681 3,762 6 3 18 Jall or police sta-
Injury to person. . 3,200 2, 855 435 3 3 2 tion 8
Othet reason. ... 5805 4,007 1,478 5 5 7 Other plageofcare ¥
Reason for reference not ro- P]Sgﬁt‘:.ﬁfm ¢ not re-
1] 1.1 S, 9, 658 7,800 1,758 O
wen | Detention care not reported.

Juvenile-delinquencey cases

Number Percent

Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls
18,026 | 95,827 | 22,709 |oeeeeumfionmeees|oeeeeaens
TU7Tes0 | 62,304 | 15,495 100 100 100
44,000 | 36,363 | 7087 57 58 50
33,800 | 20,0001 7% 808 143 42 &0

182 82 50 0] 0] o

23,0321 17,95] 5778 20 28 37
713 160 258 1 1 2
8,616 7211 1,408 1 1 9
504 355 149 1 1 1
812 639 173 1 1 1
40,767 | 83,463 | 7,304 ooroeoocooaomm i

1 Less than 0.5 pereent.

the time elsewhere,

2 Includes cases of children cared for part of the time in detention hoines and part of the
time elsewhere but excludes cases of children also cared for in jails br police stations,
3 Includoes cases of children cared for part of the time jn jails or police stations and part of

4 Includes cases of children cared for in more than one place but in places cther than deten-
tion homes, jails, or police stations,



girls’ cases for which disposition was

~and girls' cases the children were

reported. “The high proportion of dis-
missals, especially in boys’- cases, may
mean that many children are being
brought into court needlessly or that
they need services other than those the
courts are equipped to provide. In
approximately one-third of both boys’

Percent decrease, 1943 to 1944, in cases
disposed of—

By 369 courts. .. oomcammomnmmzaooanen

By 88 courts serving areas with pop-

ulations of 100,000 or more.

By 281 conrts serving areas with pop-

ulations of less than 100,000

courts decreased from 1943 to 1944, to
the following extent:

All
&

12

It will be noted that both in boys’
cases and in girls’ cases the percent de-

Roys’ Girls'
co3es  cases cuses

12

crease was greater for the courts serving
areas with populations of less than
100,000 than for the courts serving areas
with larger populations.

j k During the war period, when year-
: ®  to-year increases were noted in the num-
10

ber of delinquency cases disposed of by
reporting courts, the increases were Dot
as marked for courts serving areas with

: . age s K} . 13 .
placed under the éupervision of proba— Table 6.~ Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1944:3%3pos:f:;ms of boys’ and of girls’ cases, disposed of by
courrs
tion officers. Of the boys’ cases, 8 —
X . "
percent were disposed of by commit- uvenile-deling
ment or referral to. an mstltutlfo o ii’l?td Disposition of case Number Percent
ercent by commitment or referral to ) : .
inp agency 5:)r individual. The differ- Total Boys Qirls Total Boys ains
. e R s
ences between the dispositions in boys e o | ez 100 ] B
. M
cases and those in g]llS cases may be Disposition reported . . ccomoaaaniannn . 109, 746 88, 565 21,190 100 100
. . it s
a’ttl‘lbutEd partly o dlﬁe?enccs m th? Case dismisscd,tadiusted,or held open with- 47,010 10,556 785 “ " %5
ior  PUILHEE AEEIOM . o eeeeoc e s mmmmom e 7, ) ) 8
types of behavior for which boys anc Cﬁﬂfit%lﬁlt)eg\l:lg(e‘dl by probation officer. ....... 35,022 28,%8 (23. ggg 33 :-{:;
girls were most frequently referred to Child committed orreferred toan institution. 9,013 7 . 5 7
. < 3
i - titution for delinquent children. 6,093 4,679 1,414
court. (See section REASON TFTOR RE %)ttal'xteeri?;sé_i&t?ou for delin%uentchildren. 2, ?gl 1,?83 91% ® 3 o 2 ® 4
FERRAL 10 COURT.) Pomal nsitaton ..o mlol X X )
. Child committed or referred to an agency or . 5 8
ivi - 4,308 2,669 1,639
DECREASE IN CASES, 1943 TO 1944 NAIVIAUAL oo oo omoowmme e mmmmemmman , ,4 : :
B e ot Individaai - E A NN L B 3 2 ¢
Of the 380 courts reporting on delin- Other agency ot individual.. \ . . 2 :
‘ roy 11
quency cases disposed of in 1944, 369 Other disposition of 6a8e. - -« ocwmvnmmnenans 12, 502 10,023 2, 569
had reported also in 1943. The num-  Disposition not reported. . .umeomooommomoooeeee- 8,881 7,212 1,600
ber of cases disposed of by these 369 T Toss uhan 0.5 porcent. N 1
Table 7.—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1938-44: Number of cases disposed of by 78 courls serving areas with populations of 100,000 or more
T Iu\'cnﬂe-de]inquency £ases R
Po%ulation i T
Location of areas served by cvurts and chief city I arca ([?er?:%s%)’ 1038 1030 1040 104t . o e l@'*}‘l“
o - ' 53,134 57,601 56, 545 60, 644 66, 351 86, 006 84,879
TGOl CASEScn e e menmammmams e s IS D P e
859 981 858
ArKORSES | 0ty (5010 ROCK). - o-nrorammenemmsmomimmsrsssenennssoma s s sees 6.2 701 858 044 888 o = .
Cn“gmkng sles Connty (Los Angeles) 3 +12‘3 %’ 402% g’ %g g' gég ?' %gi g; 700 1’, 805 2; 141
a5 Ditgo Cot S0B0) ~ o I 443, , 04 . 4 . g03 1l
8 Sl WAt = 4 623 582 621 501
ggg %g%%isc%l—l—{lciyty( and cou%ty ............... +8.7 (it ’ . o
Distr{ct ggnczllumb};‘l - +24.2 1,867 2,723 2, 597 3,004 2, 860 , 5
WASRINZIOR Y r v cmmmmmmwmms s soscmanmemasns s m oo s n SR T T .
Flori()l nd County (Mimni) 4-10.0 816 573 670 640 635 823 §9;
ade County (HLIAINRY) c cwenr wneen-
Gm;ﬁilll‘t COUNLY (AHIANEA) cuaovmmmesnsimrmmmm s s wm s s m s T T +4.2 1,121 1,049 1,079 1,164 1,192 1, 549 1,376
on Co e e e m s e e p s a e m e :
Indizea | ' . —15 107 02 102 | ¢ 18 m o
Allen County (Fort Wayne). N i o8 i 807 1,358 2,010 1,048
41 n . Cam - 4 01
I-\?m?lonoé‘lnu}ﬁty (Indianapolis) ... .. 7. g 250 42 a2 s 1o 2,00 Lo
8¢, Toseph County (South Bend)... e 4:};27 150 it 983 i gz o gt
Vanderhurgh Cotnty (Evansville).ooaaeoveoonnans 3 " - ”
TOWR odbury COUREY (SIOUX CILY) & nvresemrsmsceomeocemeammneomoes oo —13.4 054 1,087 778 465
Loutg e wmeam e emae e mmemae s ~7.0 281 280 360 368 318 436 383
- Caddo Ptx:rish (ShrEVAPOTE) 8o enrnncsnarmaaramn o mnn s e e
assachusetia )
Bostor DU, 7—5.1 544 372 386 454 5%8 828 72%
. nostan(cuntml seotion) ... .. R el " 2 & o & i i
Brightol... ... .ceve-con e y oot % o & - 13; % 8
e aster 751 197 140 182 il 154 Lo 238
B tori” 75,1 258 267 202 206 g 160 o
Bnat BObMOR. o eoror o oo T L 486 350 331 308 :—ioz 642 028
O T ) 120 128 11 52 105 16 17
Fost, hur; e e - 13 ‘
Gon}.rgfiltsg}fct of Worcester (Worcester).. R : _(%. % ?% :;g4 822 a2t i o 3é§
Teast Norfolk district (QUINCY) .oeneenonn o ioenmoen 1Th b 1 Jol 10 1 n 3L
irst district of eastern Middlesex (Medford) ;b1 i 6 4 s 1o 5 1%},
{nwrou(w district (LAWIENeEY . oo emeame o i X i i 0 8 i g
Towoell district (Towell) oo e o crmmuas e 1oh1 12 15 o B Jo 2 3
Soeond district of Bristal (Fall River)... gt o 2 109 n 1 5
Somerville distriet (Somcyville) ... ... ] u & e B b };‘16 é‘ﬁ
Soputhern Tssex distriet (Lynm).... i ¥ g i a 12 128 15 i
« Springfleld distriet (Springfield) . ... ... R 31 100 1 13 s 19 ?’09 !
“hird distriet of Bristol (New Bedford).... .. =61 1o 12 1o 10 218 200 2
Third distriet of enstern Middlesex (Cambr FUTR 3 . . - " - o
Michigan 0 o 42 '
{frg’z’;%ﬁ’%‘é’&y‘ﬁg’(ﬁ%’é&ﬁsm‘m‘ T : -{g(l) 1,854 1,885 2,000 2,220 2,196 2,720 2,450
ay i o AP “ .
Bl ey 9 R —2.2 064 919 860 0932 ggg 1, %’77 1, ggg
%ﬁ&%%‘?%?@#é‘}%s?‘x’»‘&ﬂ??”“"” e 3.3 405 481 510 458

Hea footnotes at end of table,
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" Table 7.~ Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1938-44: Number of cases disposed :')! by 78 courts serving areas with populations of 100,000 or more—Continued

. . o Pc;pulatibn Juvenile-delinquency cases
T ‘ ) Location of areas served by courts and ¢hief eity in area change 5
P ‘. : {percent)? } 1959 1939 1940 19n | 12 1043 1944
i M19§ouﬁi c (& City)
K ackson Coun 3 (R R 0] 17 SO OSSP .
e Ne%leéscy ° ty ) ) yI 417 974 1,181 966 1, 200 Lad| 1,80 1, 858
udson County (Jersey City) 30 s mmcreimmens —8. 7
Ne‘iﬁ;ﬂk o o 34 ) ) 8.4 321 357 270 275 311 335 423
yany County (Albany). ... oo rcncmcr e e —5.0 369 323 208 5
Broome County (Binghamton).. —0.8 146 129 6 3‘1)2 %(g)?z, ?g% %gg
Chautauqua County (Jamestown). —-7.9 167 128 129 07 176 159 158
Dutchess County (Poughkeepsie). . —5.3 44 75 72 65 83 114 82
Erie County (Buffalo) .oae.ooiooon —-0.4 807 866 762 981 790 1,114 837
Monroe County (Rochester)..- —4.5 149 160 177 150 153 234 218
%ﬁ%}.ﬁ?ﬁuﬁ% (Hempstead)_. +§3 . égg lgﬂ 150 197 162 a71 213
c —CILY o e ooz nnan -9, ) 5,205 , 02 4,4 , ,
Niagara County (Niagara Falls). +4.1 78 105 3 ?18 lgle & ?gg 6 éﬁ. 6 2652
Oneida County (Utica).ceee. ... —0.9 199 228 169 208 254 327 t 101
Onondaga County (Syracuse). —4,0 347 207 206 323 304 471 343
Orange County (Newburgh). .. —6.5 13 57 71 64 83 131 90
Rensselaer County (TLOY) - creuus rmcuaarcwmeinanas —~8.4 233 225 225 175 307 198 226
! Schenectady County §Schenectady) R +2.0 90 121 103 107 106 91 188
; Suffolk County (Patchogue)... .. +4 2 72 84 118 116 74 142 86
i Ohigv’estchester County (Yonkers). . ~8.9 252 365 284 293 345 427 360
Lo Butler County (Hamiiton City). .. 426 834 978 757 702 083 1, 10: 9;
| Franklin County (Columbus). . ... +7.3 1,157 1,183 1,015 1,086 1, 0?2 lz 343 1, lgg
! Hamilton County (Cincinnati). . +4.9 3,321, 3,436 3, 203 3,319 3,128 4,117 3,825
i Lorain County (Elyria) ....o.c.. +1.0 113 108 244 77 260 395 ’364
! Montgomery County (DaFton) . oo emceeiimonacmcmm e e nnaas +414.6 1,112 1,188 1,463 1,338 1,841 1,933 1,813
R . . Statk County (C80L0R) 5. ... ool rac e aciac e ca—ma————— +5.4 143 160 127 42 90 "o ! 96
b Summit County (Akron)... +7.1 850 1,137 1,106 1,073 1,311 2,060 1,042
i Trumbull County (Warreny. .22 11 1 I Tl T +2.8 375 237 203 260 367 492 "474
E i Oklahoma.
3 § orex'zl(‘)l:llsa—mty Bl e m e mvm . nemn e mmm———————————————————— +10.3 1901 194 97 147 159 840 282
¥4 Mulinomah County (POrEIANA) -« a ol 26,2 832 889 830 957 1,208 2,719 3,206
¢ Pen:l\s] 1vgmn l?(3 ty (Pittsburgh) ‘ ’ ,
: pgheny County (Pittsburgh). —6.3 1,493 1,841 2,612 2 2,71
E Berks County (Reading)......... ~7.8 117 o 135 ?g? 1'33 5 é«?g & 333
¥ '%Jﬁ)l?atgglmlelgg ngngy éNord?gown) .8 4 99 128 155 182 272 252 . 207
i 1a~~City 80A COUMLY . e ao e imcmamn et irem s mm e acmm e s m e e 3 X
[’5 Rioe Ishmg ' y 0.8 , 607 5,313 6,430 6, 841 7, 335. 9,433 9,395
i State (Providenee) 1 e et e e m A mm e e mmm = mm e o e ~2.0 556 540 441 481 537 820 1,04%
( 3 South Carolina ’
\‘ » l?aeeuvme County (Greenville) . . e oo ool cc e e -'-2,8 191 241 202 270 292 300 433
I First disuriet (OFACDY. ... oo s oo e e e meme +12.3 507 503 558 624 151, 6
't Second district (Salt Lake City). 40.1 997 1,111 1,099 1,245 1, ggé %ﬁ gﬁ 1 %’ 2?;
; i g’g‘l;:lrd distiet (Provo). . .coveeeen +2.1 440 513 542 L,071 1,131 1,713 18 1, 681
rgin
Norfolk—cftg. .. ... P, 1-4-50.8 833 679 484 646 785 1,182 1,316
Wusl}):iingtoa/ by (T ) !
erce Cuunty (Tacoma). . +20.6 145 174 169 245 27 41 4
! WisSpo;gnmy County (Spokane) ... +6.0 511 512 481 553 503 1, 00% %4?5
. ! cCONSIP .
Q P @ Milwaukes County (MIIwaukee) . ..o enocemmirunenriaanaenesassnneacnanmnnesmanen -0,8 4, 846 5,720 4,802 5,973 6,086 6, 881 6, 617

whether data include unofficinl cases, see table 1
15 ;ﬂﬁs}timatod percent change in eivilian po
» .

t Report includes courts, serving areas with populations of 100,000 or more according to 1940 census, for which data are available since 1638; for age jurisdictions of courts and indication

puiution, Apri! 1, 1840, to November 1, 1043, Bureau of the Census: Population—Special Reports, Series P~44, No, 3 (Washington, Frebruary

3 For uniformity of reporting, data for this court include cases of truancy and incorrigibility with delinquency, although the court does not consider these as delinque N
4 Tn March 1041 the age under which juvenile courts in Indiana have jurisdiction over delinquent boys was raised from {1;6 to 18 years. s rquency cases

$1In Jul

1941 an amendment to the law authorized filing of petitions in juvenile courts in Jows for any minor over 18 instead of only to 18 years of age.

@ Includes officia? cases only for all years shown, although data including unofficial cases are available for some years (sce table 1, and previous reports).
7 Estimaie based on population of whole metropolitan area in which court is located, not on population of area served by court; separate estimates for subdivisions are not available.
$ In Mareh 1944 jurisdiction of juvenile courts in Michigan, formerly exclusive over childrert between ages of 17 and 21 years committing certain offenses, was made concurrent over

children hebween ages of 17 and 19 committing such offenses.
v Excludes trafiic violations.

« “delinquent ehildren was raised (rom 16 to 18 years.

third dﬁstrx'et was composed of tha fourth and seventh distriets,

small populations as for those serving
areas with populations of 100,000 or
more, Migration of people from rural
areas to industrial centers and the
greater disruption of normal family life
in thosg urban areas—because of housing
shortages, employment of women, and
strains on community services—may ex-
plain these greater increases in earlier
years and the smaller decrease in 1944
for courts serving areas with popula-
tions of 100,000 or more. However, the
data for the courts serving areas with
smaller populations represent only 11
percent of the total number of cases
- yeported for 1944 by the 369 courts.

¥
{

4 [elore the juvenlle-court reorganization in-March 1942 the first dis}ric{; was composed of the first and second distriets, the second district was designated as the third district, and the

18 Estimated.,

TRENDS IN VOLUME OF CASES, 1938 TO 1944

Trends in the volume of delinquency
cases disposed of from 1938 to 1944 are
described here on the basis of reports
from 78 courts serving areas with pop-
ulations of 100,000 or more for which
data are available for these 7 years—
table 7 and figure 1. Though the
number of cases disposed of by these 78
courts was slightly lower in 1944 than
in 1943, there has been a substantial
over-all increase since 1938, as is shown
in table 8. ’ i

The decrease from 1943 to 1944 in the
number of girls’ cases was the first
break in a progressive year-to-year in-
crease that had been noted since 1939,

1. In April 1643 an amendment to the 1020 Juvenile Court Aet gave juvenile courts in New Jersey aunthority to adjudicate cases involving adolescent offenders (between ages of 1 d L
years) charged with indietable offenses if cortifled by proscentor of pleas or other specified nuthorities, ! ¢ rs (betw ges of10and 18

1 In May 1041 the age under which juvenile courts in Oklahoma have jurisdiction gver delinquent girls was raised from 16 fo 18 years,
12 In Septenther 1930 the age under which-juvenile courts in Penmsylvania have jurisdiction over delinquent children was raised from 16 {o 18 years.
13 Before the juvenfle-court reorganization in July 1944 this area was composed of 12 districts. In July 1944 the age under which the juvenile court in Rhode Island has jurisdiction over
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. Figure 1.~Ratio chart: Juvenile-delinquency casgs disposed
of from 1938 to 944 by 78 courts serving areas with popula-
tions of 100,000 or more.
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- The over-all increase between 1938 and
1944 was substantially greater for girls’
" cases than for boys’ cases.

Changes in volume of juvenile-court
cases, particularly during the war years,
should be considered in relation to shifts
in population with. the attendant
changes in .the number of children
subject to the jurisdiction of the various
juvenile courts. The effect of popula-~
tion changes on volume of delinquency
cases may be studied by comparing
the number of cases disposed of in
areas where the population increased
with the number disposed of in areas
where the population decreased. For
the areas served by the 78 courts con-
sidered here, figures on population
changes between 1940 and 1943 are
available! In the areas served by 36
of the courts the population increased;
in' the areas served by 42 courts it
decreased. For both groups of courts
there \irerp increases between 1940 and

1 Estimated Civilian Population of the United Stales, by
Counties: November 1, 1948, Bureau of the Census: Popula-
tion—Special Reports, Series P-44, No. 3 (Washington:
February 15, 1044),

1944 in the number of delinquency cases
disposed of. The percent increases
were as follows:

Percent increase, 1940 to 1944, in cases ANl . Boys' Girls’
disposed of— cnses  €ases  cases
By 26 courts serving areas where
population increased._....._..._ 59 55 82
By 42 courts serving arcas where
population decreased.. ... 42 39 58

The greater increases in delinquency
cases disposed of in the areas that
gained in population may be the result
not only of an increase in the number
of children under juvenile-court juris-
diction in those areas but also of con-
ditions such as overcrowding and in-
adequate educational and recreational

facilities that were found in. most areas
with war-swollen populations. The
large increase (42 percent) from 1940
to- 1944 in delinquency cases disposed
of in the areas whose populations de-
creased indicates that factors related
generally to the war contributed sub-
stantially to the increase in delinquency
cases during that period. Some of these
factors were the absence of one or both
parents from home, shortages of trained
personnel to deal with children’s prob-
lems, wartime anxieties and strains, and
unwholesome surroundings and associa-
tions of children in some types of
employment. .

Table 8.—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1938-44: Changes from year fo year in cases disposed of by 78
courfs serving areas with populations of 100,000 or more

Number disposed of Pelgfglcteg?;;i(;;iom Percent change from 1938
Year

All Boys’ Girls’ All Boys’ Girls’ All Boys' Girls’
cases cases cases cases cases cases cases cases cases

44,819 8,315 O PO FURRORIASIN PRI I

49, 223 8,378 +8 +10 +1 +8 ~+10 1

46, 544 9,001 —4 —5 -+7 +5 -4 8

50, 320 10,315 49 +8 +15 +14 +12 424

52,837 12, 514 -8 -+5 421 +23 +18 --50

70, 784 16,122 +33 4354 429 64 458 404

, 235 15, 644 -2 —2 -3 —60 54 +88

Limitations of Juvenile-Court

Statistics on juvenile-delinquency
. cases disposed of present a general pic-
ture of the volume of the work of juve-
nile courts in dealing with delinquent
behavior, The number of cases re-
ported by different courts is influenced
greatly by variations in the adminis-
trative practices of the courts. Some
courts report only cases that they have
disposed of officially—that is, after the
filing of legal papers necessary to have
the cases placed on the court calendar.
Other courts report, in addition, the
cases disposed of unofficially—without
formal action—by judges, probation
officers, or referees. Some courts may
hardle certain types of cases as de-
pendency or neglect cases whereas the
same cases in other courts might be
handled as delinquency cases.

Another factor affecting the number
of delinquency cases reported (and thus
affecting the comparability of the
reports) is the age jurisdiction of the
courts. The age limit for children
coming under juvenile-court jurisdic-
tion is established by State law and in
most instances is uniform throughout a

g

Statistics

State, though it varies from State to
State as is shown in table 1. The data
are influenced also by other factors
such as the personnel and facilities of
the courts, the relations of the courts
to other agencies serving youth and to
law-enforcement agencies in the com-
munities, and the development of neces-
sary community services for children.
Juvenile-court statistics as collected
by the U. S. Children’s Bureau refer to
the number of cases disposed of by
courts rather than to the number of
children involved. One child may ap-
pear before the court two, three, or
more times during the year, for the
same reason or for different reasons,
and each appearance is counted as
another case if o new complaint is filed
and dealt with separately. In planning
a program of services directed toward
the prevention and treatment of juve-
nile delinquency by community welfare
agencies, it is important to know the
number of children who are likely to
need such services.
. Statistics on delinquency cases dis-
posed of by juvenile courts, even if they

were Nation-wide in coverage, would
not truly indicate the volume of de-
linquent behavior in the United States
as & whole, just as statistics on cases
disposed of by an individual court are
not an accurate indication of the vol-
ume of delinquency in the community
served by that court. Many children
whose behavior may be classed as de-
linquent are not represented in juvenile-
court statistics, -either because they are
not apprehended or because they are
dealt with by the police, social agencies,
schools, public or private youth-serving
agencies, or other resources in the coni-
munity and are not referred to a court.
For example, the decline between 1943
and 1944 in the number of cases dis-
posed of by the St. Louis (city) court,
40 percent, and by the Polk County
(Des Moines) court, 24 percent, reflect
tle effeets of the establishment of juve-
nile divisions in the police departments
that made it unnecessary for some chil-
dren involved in delinquent behavior
to appear in court. The extent to
which situations of this sort obtain
varies from city to city and often from
year to year within the same city.
(Continued on page 11)

o

0 EPORTS on the number of juve-
nile-delinquency cases disposed of
during 1945 were received for 374

juvenile courts. The data obtained
from. these reports are presented in
tables 1 to 6 and are comparable in
form and content to those appearing in
tables 1 to 6 for 1944. There were few
changes in the courts reporting in 1945
as compared with 1944, and the number
of courts from which reports were re-
ceived differed only slightly from the
preceding year.

Review of the data for 1945 indicates
that there have been no marked changes
from 1944 in the relative distribution
for each of the factors analyzed (for
example, age and reason for referral to
court) and that the general observations

. on the 1944 data are applicable also to

the data for 1945,

Of the 374 courts reporting on de-
linquency cases disposed of in 1945,
364 had reported also in 1944. The
total number of delinquency cases dis-
posed of by these 364 courts in 1945
was 6 percent higher than in 1944;
the number of boys’ cases was 8 percent
higher and the number of girls’ cases
was 4 percent lower than in 1944. In
girls’ cases disposed of, the decrease (8
percent) for courts serving areas with
populations of less than 100,000 was
more pronounced than the decrease (3
percent) for courts serving areas with
larger populations.

For 76 courts serving areas with
populations of 100,000 or more, com-
parable data are available since 1938.
For these 76 courts the decrease of 5

| JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS FOR 1945 -

percent from 1944 to 1945 in the num-
ber of girls’ cases continued the decrease
noted from 1943 to 1944, which had
interrupted & constant increase since
1939. The increase of 8 percent from
1944 to 1945 in the number of boys’
cases, which comprise more than four-
fifths of the total number of cases dis-
posed of, reverses the decrease noted
from 1943 to "944 and continues the
upward trend of the last several years.

The increase in the number of delin- -
quency cases disposed of by juvenile
courts in 1945 as compared with 1944
emphasizes the importance of strength-
ening programs of services for children.
The end of the war should not lead to
a relaxation of community efforts in
this direction.

Table 1.—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1945: Boys’ and girls’ cases, b i i i
: » by race, disposed of by 88 courls serving areas with populations of 100,000
by 286 courts serving areas with populations of less than 700,0001! pop or more and

NRYI——

Age Juvenile-delinquency eases
under
Location of areas served by courts and chicf cities in certaln aress cgrll:li;(i?ns ;,Eﬁfge All "hi Negro and other
ourt 1A | ynoficial races White 3 nonwhite Race not reported
julsdie- cases? =
non |
. Total Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys QGirls Boys Girls
122, 851 101, 240 21, 611 87,124 3 12,222 15, 802 3,996 28, 314 5,393
108, 460 89, 322 16, 147 50, 556 10, 680 15, 058 3,823 23,708 |- 4, 644
Arka},nslmiki
Cnlifolll' l'lllifl County (Little Rock).......... 21 1,437 784 653 376 512 408 T3 O O TN
Los Angeles County (Los Angeles) 4. 7
San Dicgo County (San Dlogy. <. a1 2ows| TRl dp| D L2 - I W
San Franelseo—city and county... . ..ooooooroe 11T 21 o 1706 o L i th R T R
(‘Qﬂ?‘ec(lcu( ........... 2,458 1,706 662 503 176 63 25 1,230 462
frst district (Brldgeport) ... ........_.......... 7 7
Becond distrief (Nolivnllm)'en) I ig } ggg }’ oo 5% T3 18 i
Third distriet (Hartford)... o 16 1,435 R T T b g
Dlsteict of Columbia ) - ' 204 1 1,110 212 8
m}z’lz;shington—cxtym.-..--...._.....m.._. e e aen 18 3,202 2,800 306 1,205
mdiﬁ l1‘xll‘ton County (ALIANEAY. oot i meen e e 16 1,597 1,200 208 |.
Allen County (Fort Wayne)..
Lake County (Gursy 0.0, %g gtlsg ggg lgg éoa
Marion County (Indianapolis) . 18 2, 542 2,036 5 it
St Joseph County (South Bend) " 18 Le17| 1,284 | L
o anderburgh County (Evansyille) 18 808 678 130 " 595
Polk County (Des Moines), . 21 | Yes
0 1 5o ceennns hmeebeain s oo ans e ne e oS ... 839 725 114 19
Lous‘s\l lt‘sggbury County (S10uX CILY) e meveeecraenecoes oo . 21| Yes..... 583 406 118 [eemenane
Mu%gg}?:ﬂgﬁish [GLA7 o T O 17 | Yest.... 671 543 128 432
Do ton (central seotl
oston (central seetion) ... coeonn e nnee
L e —— f W
Charlestown. .ovvnwns R 17 85 82 8 3
DIOLCNOBLOT | e eormese e mem e s e oo 17 170 163 0
Eunst Boston . 17 133 122 19 3
Roxbury. . ... 17 663 587 i %
South Boston 17 168 lsé o %
o n};;}elsg lltgmlcbtur Woriir (Worensi 17 298 212 i’?g {?
o) strict of Worcestcr (Worcester) .. ... 4 2 >
East Norfolk distriet (QUIROY) cn . auevmnorn s %’; 332% ggg 2 5
Tirst distriot of eastern Middiasex (Medfordy. ... 17 282 257 2% 3%
Lawrence district (Lawrenep) . ... oo oo eons . = 17 88 79 o 25
Lowell district (Lowell)........ .. i llTiT e 17 118 110 110 8
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 1.—Juvenile-delinquency cases,

1945; Boys’ and girls’

cases,

by race, disposéd of by 88 courts serving areas with populations of 100,000 or more and
by 286 courts serving areas with populations of less than 100,000 *—Continved ‘ .

Age Juvenile-delinquency cases
S under | Data
. whic! 3 z .
Location of areas served by courts and chief cities in certain areas | court hals ul;];c?fl]‘ilggl All races White ? Neg;guo;lvlgi?éhnr Race not reported
: origina .
jurisdi;:- cases? -
tion Total Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
* Magsegchusetts—Continued
. Second district of Bristol (Fall RIVEE) -..v o ucune oo cmeimmwavamans 17 17 108 9 108 9
Somerville district (Somerville) . 17 113 104 [ R SRR 104 9
« Southern Essex distriet (Lynn). 17 155 145 10 |. 145 10
Springfield district (Springfield). 17 201 . 248 43 |. . . - 248 43
Third district of Bristo! (New Bedford) .. i~ 17 238 223 15 223 15
M Third district of eastern Middlesex (Cambridge).__. 17 333 300 33 300 33
ichigan
Kent County (Grand Rapids) .. cocamuoveooeivemin oo can- 17 556 487 69 473 59 14 b (¢ DRRRIN [,
Wayne County (Detroit) v oo o e 17 1,990 1, 606 384 1,219 280 387 104 fomecimcnfrmacccane
Minnesota )
Hennepin County (Minneapolis) 8. oo e e i s 18 | NOweueos 1,454 1, 065 380 | e e e e e —— 1,065 389
Ramsey County (88, PAUL) . oo i oo 18 | NOwauoa- 632 512 120 502 116 10 L 3% IPURUIRIPRE SR
Missouri .
Jackson County (Kansas City)......... [ TSRO 171 Yes..... 2,105 1, 600 505 1,329 432 269 72 2 1
St LIS —CI by e s ecc e e e e mm e 17} YeS---n- 1,671 1,107 564 740 329 356 224 11 11
St, Louis County (University City) .. ..ovuooiie v, 17 | Yes...c.. 477 406 71 361 50 45 21 e am e ——
New Jersey .
Hudson County (Jersey City) . ooenee .ol o Pt 916 | Noweaooo 602 506 [/ 70 R PO — 500 96
Union County (Elzabeth) ... ..ol 716 ! Nocooneo 231 1983 :1: 78 DRSPS [OOSR SN (RS 193 38
New York
Albany County (Albany) ..o . ..o o e 816 196 175
* Broome County (Binghamton) . ... ... . ... o .oiiimainain 816 142 115
Chautauqua County (Jamestown) ... .. .. . tieaniiinanna- 816 138 130
‘Dutchess County (Poughkeepsie) ........... e 816 86 71
Erie County (Buflalo) ..o veveenamaene. 8106 695 607
Monroe County (Rochester) . v oeoe e cmannan 516 305 261
Nassau County (Hempstead) . ..voovovervoooeeo ool 816 288 258
MW YorK—Cit o coean i e i £18 7, 037 6, 058
Niagara County (Niagara Falls) ... ..ocoooon v 516 200 147
Oneida County (Utien) ... o ai oot e e 816 144 123
Onondaga County (SyTactlse) . .. acommoueneviciaciin e 816 436 384
Orange County (Newburgh). ... voen e . .. - 516 129 115
Rensselaer County (Troy)... ... R 516 242 183
Sehenectady County (Schencctady 816 153 126
Suffolk County (Patehogue). ... & 16 143 127
Oh.Westchester County (Yonkers)..- 818 375 319
10
Butler County (Hamilton City)...... 18 1,098 838
Cuyahoga County (Cleveland) ....... 18 4, 268 3,328
Franklin County (Columbus), _...... 18 1,101 79
Hamilton County (Cincinnati)....-...... 18 3,408 2,872
Lornin County (Blyria). .. cavanan <cue. . 18 408 338
Lucas County (Loledo) —vovvoaneeennn. . 18 1,173 923
Mahoning County (Youngstown)._....... . 18 1,623 1,456
Montgomery County (Dayton) ... cocowe- R 18 1, 857 1,542
Stark County {(Canton}... . ...coacenrmennn 18 174 152
Summit County (AKron) . .cocuuvccmemcanas 18 1,758 1,480
Trumbull County (YWAITEN) - cur v arwammebin e masn e em ommsem e e 18 386 32
Oklahoma )
TS A Gl e e e e e s mar e et e e e 16,18 1,143 759
Oregn
- .= Multnomah County (Portland). _.........oicuriciamamcinnn 18 9(2,852)) ... en
Penngylvania
Allegheny County (Pittsburgh)._..._ . . .. ... . innnn 18| NO +nu-n 8,417 2, 740
Berks County (Rending) ... .ooovowen. .. 18| No..-.... 173 16
Montgumery County (Norristown) coo.v. .- . 18 1 Yesbooooo 77 576
Philadelphia-~city and county... .cocouee... e m A ——— 18 | Yes..... 9, 652 8, 252
Rhode Island ;
Stat0 (Provienee). .oumuamm e cinannevmnmcenn ommcnn vnmasnc cmmn s 18 | NOuoaoan 1,960, 1,692
South Caralina |
T Greenville County (Qreenville). . . cvrvvr cvvmevrarecreceniancans 16 | YoS.aun- 340 | 270
Texag . i
Bexar County (San Antonio).......coovieimnen it iinaan- 17,18 | Yos.i... 2,032 2,275
ot thllas Cotnty (Dallas)ae e s r wamenr e mn cees e v e 17,18 | Yes...nn . 2,903 1,707
£:3 L]
First distriet (0gden).evoen oo oo . 18} Yes..u.. 1,845 1, 640
Second distriet (Salt Take City) ........_..... .- 18 1 Yes. ... 3,410 3,157
Third Aistriet (T roV0) v o vae s e e me e iaae Coee e e e cmn 18 1,579 1,413
Yirginia,
N OO Rl e r e ssae e s mmin e vmmvsmai e e e e e 18 1,085 812
Waahington
Plerca County (Tacoma). .. 18 450 376
Apokane County (Spokane)... .. . 18 554 454
‘Wisconsin
Milwaukes County (MIwaukes)-c-avamermn 18 6, 583 B, GO
AREAS WITH LESS THAN, 100,000 POPULATION ns -« oot aes e s e crma e evemnead e emmaen s 14, 382 11,918
TIndiana: 34 COUNESa oo amocummewnomuneanamneonr e m e smie e cava o e 18 | Yes..... 2,121 1,670
Louiginna: Fast Baton Rouge Perleha. . .o...o..... 17 ] No ... 343 206
Masgochusetis: 54 COUrtS....craa- e 17 No.oooon 2,259 2,042
Misgonris 112 0oUMtS.netaanmmrecocmsranmrrnnnanns 171 » 090 1,653
Montana: Yellowstons County. . .oeemvenmuenswon.. 18 S 400 331
New York: 42 CouPlEa o nmmeaummuvsmmsmnumnmzasoncson- 816 | N 1,845 1,268
Ohio: 38 couris.menaua R, s et . 181 Yeg 10, o 3,479 3,108
Okinhoma: Tulsa Qounty—exelusive of eity_.oo.. oo i coae " 7 100
Texas; Wichita County..c.mecuu.. daman e mn ART a7
Utah: Fourth distriot. ... hrammn o mann—————————— 588 547
Vicginin: Danville—Cllyemcccainmaracamamraemnarnam s annsanevnmnenenan 673 473

* 1 Population according to 1940 census,

2 Where age under swhich court has original jurisdiction {s different for boys and for girls, the age for boys appears first.

3 Includes a]l Mexicans,

{ For uniformity of reporting, data for this courd include eases of fruat ey and incorrigibility with delinque

hc , although the court does not consider these as delinqueicy cases.

5 Data for official easps onlyr, comparable to those reporied in previous years, are as follows, for total cases, boys’ eases, n'r(:)d g})rgs' ncasgsﬁrciipecﬁvoly: California, San Franeisco city and
£0; nusylvania,

county--782, 671, and 211; Louisiana,
8 Ixcludes traflie viglations; data nre estimated,

of pleas or other specified authorities.

8 Childten’s courts in New York State have jurisdietion over ehildron up to 18 years of age in cases involving violation of the Education Law.

Caddo  Parish~300, 267, and 93;

Oklahoma,

Tulsa city—180, 130,
7 Juvenilo courts in New Jorsey have authority to adjudicate cases invelving adolescent offenders (between ages of 16 and 18 years) charged with indictable offenses if certified by prosecutor

and

¢ Diatn for Multnomah County, Oreg,, are not fricluded in total eases for all courts inasmuch as the break-down by sex is not available.

1 Belmont County reported officlal coses only.

10

Monigomoery County-257, 223, and 34.

O
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Table 2.—Juveni’!e-delinqu‘ency cases, 1945: Ages of boys and of girls when
: referred to courf, in cases disposed of by-374 courts

Table 4.—-Jt_:veni|e-delinquency cases, 1945: Sources of reference to couri,
in boys’ and in girls’ cases disposed of by 374 courts

RSN

Table 3.—jgvenile;deli,nquenc cases, 1945: Reasons for reference fo court,
’ in boys’ and in girls’ cases disposed of by 374 courts

, Juvenile-delinquency cases Juvenile-delinqgueney cases
Age of child when referred '
4 b coure T oo Number Pereent Souree of reference to court Number Percent
'« Q Total Boys Qirls Total Boys QGirls Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls
) ‘Total eases. . evomnna. 122,851 101, 240 21,610 oo Totalcases. . .........| 122 851 101,'240 21,611
Agereporfed. «conennnnonnas 110,415 01,435 18, 980 100 100 100 Source of reference reported.] 96, 262 79, 534 16,728
'Under 10 years__..... A4 412 3,763 409 4 4 2 Police. ..o.o....... 68,082 | 60.049 8, 633 1 '
10 years, under 12 8, 032 7,311 791 7 1 4 School department .. 076 5 027 1, 349 77 72 ?5
12 years, under 14 18, 362 15, 558 2,804 17 17 15 Probation officer. . 2,974 2 224 750 3 3 4
14 years, upnder 16._.. 40, 872 32,645 §, 227 37 36 43 Other court . .. 1, 500 1343 247 2 2 1
16 years and over. -] 38,977 32,158 6, 819 35 35 36 Social ameney...... 1, 592 752 840 2 1 5
Parcnts or relatives.. 5.751 2,051 2
Agenat reported. ... ... 12,436 9, 805 2,081 oot Otherindividual. . 7,477 6,304 1, ?93 g é 1;
Other source.. ... 1,220 884 336 1 1 2
Source of reference not re-
. ported. o 26, 589 21, 706 4,888 § e e

Table 5.—Juvenile-deli

nquency cases, 1945: Places of defention care of
boys and of girls, in cases disposed of by 374 courts

Juvenile-delinquency cases Juvenile-delinguency cases
. Reason for reference to eourt Number Percent Piace of detention care Number Percent
‘ Total Boys i Qirls Total ' t Boys ! Girls Total Boys QGirls Total Boys Girls
Totalcases.. .........| 122,851 101, 240 W 1) § 2 O S, JUN Totalcases. ._........] 122, 851 101, 240 2L 6L [ e RN
Reason_for reference re- Detention care reported 2 5
T I 111,920 | 92,671 { 19,28 100 100 100 rereported-.-) | 7,002 62,863 | 13,640 100 100 100
No detention earc over-
Stealing. ... ..vouconeca | 40,870 38,610 2,269 37 42 12 night . ... 2 2 5
Act of carelessness or 10,941 17' o it , Detggxtion; care’ over- 43,100 | - 36,824 0,276 5 5 1
, , 7 » 46! 1 19 night or longer........! 33 5,
T g' g‘g‘lz g’ ?gg o : » ? g £ 902 25, 529 7,373 43 41 54
ruancy.... .. N s 2,617 8 7 13 Boarding home. ...._ 331 202 39 1 / 1) -
Running away. 9,307 b, 652 3, 656 8 6 19 Detention home 2.___.| 22,659 16, 948 5,711 o 30 2% @ 42
Being ungaverna 9,840 5,542 4,208 9 6 22 Other institution_.__. 76 503 257 1 1 2
Sox offense.... 5, 990 2,570 3,411 5 3 18 Jail or police station 3. 8,735 7,507 1,228 12 12 9
Injury to per: , 224 2,828 308 3 3 2 Other place of care 4__ 156 75 81 ) [O) 1
Dther reason . 4,925 3,868 1,067 4 4 5 Place o({ eare not re-
orted ..o 2
Reason for reference not P o 20 5 ® ® ®
19 10) ¢ 7:T7 SO 10,912 B, 560 A1 I DO S AN Dntention care not reported.| 46, 849 38,887 Te962 e

Limitations
(Conttnued from page 8)

Data on the number of delinquency
cases disposed of include not merely
the most serious offenses, but many
types of alleged delinquency from the
most serious to the most {rivial.
Moreover, juvenile-court statistics in-
clude not only cases in which children
are adjudged to be delinquent but all
cases brought before a court in which
delinquency is alleged.,

Because of their limitations, juvenile-
court statistics alone do not provide a
reliable index of delinquency in each
community, These statistics are apt
to be particularly misleading if used
to make comparisons between one
community and another respecting the
extent of delinquency.

On the back cover of this supple-
ment are described revisions of the
- Children’s Bureau reporting program
“that it is hoped will improve these
: ouvenile-com-l; statistics.

SN A

time clsewhere,

Table 6.—Juvenile-delinquency cases, 1945: Dispositions of bo
by 374 courts

! Less than 0.5 pereent.
.3 Includes cases of children cared for
time elsewhere but excludes cases nf chi
8 Includes cases of children cared for pa

. Includes cases of ehildren cared for in more than one place
tion homes, jails, or police stations,

part of the time in detention homes and part of the
ldren also eared for in jails or poliee stations,
rtof the time in jails or police stations and part of the

but in places other than defen-

ys’ and of girls’ cases, disposed of

Juvenile-delinquoency cases

Disposition of case Number Percent:
Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls
TOA] CASOS . oo e e e 122, 851 101, 240 P2 P10 O SRR SOOI NORIRIITN
Disposition reported ... ,_io.._.. e T 4,887 95,027 19, 860 100 100 100
(‘usvt(}isutxlilsswl, é\id]uxtod, or held open with- -
out further netion ... 49, G40 42,184 ; 88 5
Child supervised by prohation eificor. . . 34, ‘581 28, ﬂ§9 g‘ 153 gg gf)) gf
Child eommitted or referred toan institution. 10,101 T 748 2,353 9 8 12
State institution for delinquent children. o Bf~£9 I »i.’mo 1 ;
Other institution for delinauent children. 3, iii'i 2, ."S'xlﬁ ! Sﬂ) g g g
Penal {nstitution e 222 200 16 (O] (O] (U]
Other institution. ... ... ... .. 033 550 377 1 1 2
Child committed or referred to an ageney or
Individual . e e 5,400 3, 546 1, 864 5 4 9
Public depactment ... . 1,751 1.183 518
Other ageney or indjvidual . _ 3, ('vi,'J 2,363 1, .”33 g :]3 g
Other disposition of ease. .. ... 18,365 12,720 2,645 13 13 13
Disposition not reported PR, 7,064 £, 213 77 B eingramen]acnaem——————
1 Less than 0,6 percent.
11
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_departments

To increase the significance and effec~

tive use of juvenile-court statistics
and to achieve greater efficiency and
economy in their collection and tabula-
tion, the U. S. Children’s Bureau ini-
tiated on January 1, 1946, a revision of
its juvenile-court statistical reporting
program. Under the revised reporting

plan, the Children’s Bureau discon-

tinued the direct collection of statistical
reports from individual courts and will
tabulate only summary reports received
from State agencies concerned with
juvenile-court or probation work (e. g.,
of welfare, State-wide
juvenile courts, departments of proba-
tion and correction). These summary
reports will be based on individual
court reports to the State agencies.

State-agency collection of juvenile-
court statistics will extend materially
the geographic coverage of the series to
include more urban and rursl courts in
all sections of the United States. This
arrangement will be advantageous also
to individual courts because they will
be able to seek advice and consultation
on statistical reporting procedures and
related matters from agencies in their
own States.

Improvement of Juvenile-Court Statistics

The. revised reports will include (1)
8 count and analysis of all children’s
cases—delinquency, dependency and
neglect, and special proceedings—dis-
posed of officially (formally) and un-
officially (informally) during the cal-
endar year, and (2) an unduplicated
count of the number of different chil-
dren involved in all children’s cases
disposed of during the calendar year.
Reports of this nature will present a
better picture of the work of juvenile
courts and will be extremely useful in
State and local planning of programs of
preventive and treatment services for
children.

Another approach to the improve-
ment of statistics on delinquency is
described in a recently released report
on an experimental registration of
juvenile delinquency undertaken in the
District of Columbia by the U. S.
Children’s Bureau in cooperation with
the Washington Council of Social
Agencies.! The experiment employed

t A Community Experiment in the Measurement of Juvenile
Delinquency, by Edward E. Schwartz, National Proha.
tion Assoeiation Yearhook, 1945 (New York:1946). Pp. 167
181, A limited number of reprints of this article are availa-
ble from the U, 8. Children’s Bureau.

the technique of central registration of
children whose behavior was reported
as delinquent by each of the six official
agencies in the ecity concerned with
juvenile behavior,

The results of this study indicated
that a large number of children alleged
to be delinquent were not known to the
juvenile court during the registration
year, having been dealt with by the
police or by other agencies without
referral to court. The study also indi-
cated that, because of duplication in’
the statistics for any two agencies,

central registration may be the only “~.~ -

feasible method for completely un-
duplicating on a community-wide basis
the count of children alleged to be de-
linquent. Central registration may be
a step toward improved measurement
of juvenile delinquency and may hold
possibilities as a tool for better com-
munity planning of services for children
and youth, However, the procedures
involved need to be tested in sdditional
areas to ascertain the effect of differing
community provisions and interagency
relations hefore general conclusions and
recommendations for its use can be
made.
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