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and Lawrence A, Greenfsid
BJS Statisticlans

The 1986 Survey of Inmates In State
Correctional Facilities, In Interviews with a
natlonally representative sample of in-
mates, collected information from the
violent oftendsrs about thelr victims. The
245,562 offenders serving time in State
prisons for crimes of viclence had victim-
lzed an estimated 408,000 persons: about
79,300 victims killed, 51,100 victims sexu-
ally assaulted, 201,200 victims robbed,
56,400 assaulted, and 20,400 victims
suffering other types of violence,

While nearly a third of violent male offend-
ers reported that they were serving a sen-
tence for robbing a stranger, more than

a quarter of the violent female offenders
were in prison for killing a relative or inti-
mate. Eighty-nine percent of white offend-
ars said that they had victimized another
white, compared to 49% of black Inmates
who reported victimizing another black.

Other findings from the survey Include:

¢ Violent offenders did not differ signifi-
cantly from nonviolent offenders in sex,
ethnicity, age, marital status, or education.
However, violent offenders were more
likely to be black (51%) than were nonvio-
lent offenders (42% black).

* About 1 In 4 violent offenders (27%) was
imprisoned for an offense that had led to a
victim's death. Nearly half of the violent fe-
male Inmates had killed thelr victim.

© Ot all violent offenders, 59% reported not
knowing thelr victim, 24% sald they knew
the victim very well or as an acquaintance,
10% sald the victim was a relatlve, and
7% described the victim as an intimate
(exspouse, boyfriend, or girtfriend).

® More than 5 out of 10 violent offenders
reported that the victim or victims were
male, almost 4 out of 10 had only female
victims, and 1 out of 10 reperted both male
and femals victims. Thres-quarters of the
violent victimizations involving both sexes
were robberles.

¢ Almost 65% of violent prisoners reporied
that the victim was white, 28% reporied
having black victims only, and 3% ident|-
fled thelr victims as Natlve American or
Aslan. Another 5% sald thelr crimes In-
volved multiple victims of differing races;
76% of these multiple-race victimizations
were robberles.

¢ Imprisoned violent offenders reported
victimizing more than 40,000 parsons

under age 18, Of thesa young victims,
71% were raped or sexually assaulted,

o Violent offenders with the most extensive
criminal histories were the most likely to
have victimized a stranger. Converssly,
first-time offenders were the most likely to
have victimized a relative or intimate.

° About a quartr of the women serving
time for a violent offense sald that a
spouse or ralative was their victim. Nearly
35% of the women without a prlor criminal
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Victims of violence and violent offend-
ers are toplcs of Increasing Impor-
fance to policymakers and the public
at large. Thls Speclal Report provides
the first detalled examination of the
characteristics of persons victimized
by violent offenders in State prisons.
Analysls of the responses from a na-
tionally representative sample of State
prisoners furthers our understanding
of victim risks and helps to define
more precisely the nature of violent
crime.

Data obtalned from the 1986 Survey
of State Prison inmates are avallable
through the Natlonal Archive of Crimi-
nal Justice Data at the Universlty of
Michigan. We gratefully acknowledge
the cooperation of State prison offi-
clals who made this survey possible
and iook forward to thelr continued
particlpation In the next survey to be
conducted In 1991.

Steven D, Dillingham
Acting Director

history reported victimizing a spouse or
relative, compared to 13% of the female
Inmates with a prior criminal history,

¢ Over two-thirds of the violent Inmates
reported that either they or the victims
were using alcohol or drugs at the time
of the crime.




Surveys of State prison Inmates

National surveys of Inmates of State cor-
rectional facllities were conducted in 19874,
1979, and 1986, The Bureau of the Cen-
sus carried out the Interviews and collected
the data under the sponsorship and direc-
tion of the Bureau of Justice Statistics. in
each survey, a sample of Inmates re-
sponded to questions about personal back-
ground, employment, criminal history, and
drug or alcohol use.

Victimization rosearch

Survays of crime victims dramatically
changed the nature of research on
crime. Bstors the Introductlon of tha
surveys, researchers had only se-
lected information on crimes reported
to authorities. Survey Interviews,
however, allowed a sample of the
general pubtlic to tell their own experi-
ences as victims of crime.

Since 1972 the main source of victim
information has bsen the continuing
National Crime Survey (NCS). Fueled
by the NCS data, a substantial body
of research on criminal victimization
has developed,

Research results have shown that vic-
timization s not evenly distributed
across the general populaticn but Is
strongly affected by such factors as
sex, race, and ags. For Instancs,
signiticantly higher rates of victimiza-
tion have been documented for
males, younger people, and non-
whites.®* Information from victims has
thus bean used to describe how the
pattern of risk of being a crime victim
Is assoclated with components of the
population and how those risks have
changed ovar time.

This repont relles on znother source
of Information about crime victims:
the self-reports of offendars convicted
of viclently victimizing others. The
uniqua contributlon of the survey of
State prison Inmates Is that it provides
substantlal detalf on those victimiza-
tlons that are the most serlous for
victims but that occur the least often.
This approach complements the data
from victim surveys and allows a
more preclse description of the pat-
tern of violent crime.

*See Criminal victmization in the United States
(nnnual), BJS Bulletin and tome,

In 1986 inmates who were ssrving a sen-
tance for a vlolent offer;se were asked
about thelr victims. This report prasonts
the Information from the Inmates atout
thelir victims' sex, age, race, and rilation-
ship to them, as well as the offenses -
volved. This Inmate survey Is ths first to
use a natlonal sample to collect information
comparable to that from victim surveys,
{See the box on this page aboul research
on victims of crime.)

Violent and nonviolent offendiys
In State prisons

A previous BJS report Indicated that an
estimated 55% of State prison inmates in
1986 ware serving time for a violent of-
fense (Profile of State prison Inmates,
1986, January 1988, NCJ-109926), Thase
offenders who were convicted of a violant
crime differed only slightly from the nonvio-
lent inmate population In thelr sex, ethnic-
ity, age, marlial status, and education
(table 1), Among inmates sentenced for a
violent offense, however, a larger percent-
age were black (50.7%) than white
(45.5%); among those sentenced for a
nonviolent offense, whits Inmates predoml-
nated (54.7% white versus 42.3% black).

Violent offenders of different sexes and
races also tended to be serving time for
different types of crimes (table 2).

Table 1. Characieristice of Inmates In
Siate prison for vioient or nonviolent
offenses, 1958

Current offense

Inmate Al Non-
characteristc inmates violent  Violent
Sex

Male 95.6% B843% 08.7%

Female 4.4 5.7 33
Race

White 48.7% 54.7% 455%

Black 489 423 50.7

Othet 34 29 3.8
Ethnicity

Hiupanic 126% 133% 124%

Non-Hispanic 874 88.7 87.8
Age .

Younger than 18 5% £% A%

18-24 28,7 208 244

25-34 45.7 45,8 45,8

35-44 194 175 21,0

45-54 52 48 58

55-84 1.8 1.4 22

85 1 older 8 “ 8
Marital status

Marred 20.3% 21.8% 19.1%

Widowed 19 1.0 28

Divorced 18,1 16.9 18.0

Separated 6,0 6.9 8.1

Never married 53,7 544 532
Education

Less than 12ysars 61.6% 60.1% 82,0%

12ormore years 384 a9 YA

Number
ol inmates 450,418 204,854 245582

Table 2. Violent offenders In Stats prisons,
by race and ssx, 1988
Stale prison inmates serving a sentence for & violent cianaes
Most serious Al Male Female
violent otfense Ininates Towl  White  Black  Other Total _ White  Black
Total 100.0%  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100,0% 100.0%

Homicide 26.5% 257% 268% 250% 244%  48.7%  51.2% 459%
Murder 20.8 202 214 19.5 18.7 32,0 35.7 272
Manslaughter 50 5.5 85 55 57 16.7 185 187

Sexual agsault 16.0% 185% 21.0% 121% 16.6% 27%  45% %
Forclble rape 7.7 8.0 7.6 8.2 9.4 8 9 0
Statutory rape 4 4 8 2 4 2 ¥ ) 0
Sexual assault 55 5.8 8.3 3.0 7.4 9 1.4 5
Lewd act with child 24 24 4.3 7 29 1.0 1.8 *

Robbery 38.2% 38.68% 3168% 453% 33.0% 26,0% 251% 27.9%
Armed robbery 343 34.7 28,7 404 314 29 24 25
Unarmed rebbery 39 39 29 4.9 20 41 27 64

Assault 14.7% 146% 154% 14.0% 162%  174% 126% 21.1%
Aggravated assailt 13.8 13.7 14.2 13.2 144 18,8 123 108
Simple assault 5 5 8 5 4 4 Q 8
Assault on pollice officer 4 4 8 3 K 4 3 5

Other violence 4.5% 45% 55% 35% 7.6% 51%  68% 41%
Kidnaping 3.4 32 a4 27 58 22 32 14
Extortion and Intimidation 4 5 5 3 1.8 a 2 0
Chiki ebuso 5 4 8 2 0 27 29 25
Othar 5 5 8 3 L) 2 3 2

Mota: The teble excludes 147 cases for which race,  because of the amall number of unwelghtad cases;

sax, or offonse was not reported. The table coiumna  *other* femalos are Inciuded in the total for all i

oxdude women of "other” races (welghted n w 343) mates,
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Regardless of race, neatly half of all

! women In prison for a vioient offense had
been convicted of homicide, The men in
prison for a violent offense were most likely
to be serving time for robbery, Of the
black men convicted of a violent crime,
45,3% waere In prison for robbery, com-
pared to 31.6% of the violent white male
offenders, Of the white men convicted of a
violent crime, 21.0% were convicted of
rape or other sexual assaults, compared to
12,1% of violent black male inmates.

Vietime of violence

Inmates serving time for homiclde, rob-
bery, or assault, representing nearly 80%
of violent offenders, were more likely than
other violent offenders to report having
victimized males (tabie 3). Those who
were convicled of a sexual assault or
*other violent offense,” which includes kid-
naping and child abuse, more often re-
ported that thelr victim was female.
Inmates serving time for a sexual assault
were also more likely than inmates con-
victed of other violent offenses to report
that their victim was a minor; approxi-
mately hall of the sex offenders reported
that thelr victim was younger than age 18.

Inmates serving time for homicide, sexual
assault, or assault were more likely than
convicted robbers to report a close rela-
tionship with thelr victim. Almost a quarter
of the inmates serving time for homiclde or
assault, and a third of those sentenced for
a sexual assault, ware convicted of attack-
Ing a relative or an Intimate acqualntance
such as an exspouse, boyfriend, or girl-
friend. Another third of inmates serving
time for homicide, assault, or sexual as-
sault sald that they had known thelr victim,

Robbery, the largest of the violent crime
categoriss, primarlly involved victims who
ware strangers to the offenders (85,4%).
Less than 3% of Imprisoned robbers re-
ported that the victim had been a relative
or Intimate acquaintancs, Overall, robbers
accounted for an estimated 55% of all the
imprisoned violent offeriders who reported
having victimized strangers.

Violent State prison inmates described the
characteristics of over 400,000 victims,
when multiple victimizations are taken into
account. (See the box on page 8 for addi-
lonal detall.) About a quartsr of the In-

Table 3, Viclent offenders in State prisons, by offense
and salected victim characteristics, 1986

crimes where the characteristics of the victima dif-

fered. The relationship of the victim to the offender Is

based on the closest relation from among the multiple

:Ictﬂaln?s' If they differed, See Methodology for turther
atalls,

slght only.

Type of current offense
All Raps/
Vietim violent soxual
characteristics offenses _Homiclde* assault _ Robbery Assault __Other
Total 100.0%  1000%  100.0% 100.0%  100.0%  100.0%
Sex of victim(s)
Males 53,0% 70.4% 11,0% 55,6% 68.2% 39,4%
Females 39.0 264 87.0 204 248 623
Both &1 3.2 20 14.9 7.2 8.4
Race of victim(s)
White 64.8% 59.6% 73,6% 66,7% 55.3% 70.8%
Black 2.5 36,0 218 20,7 38.3 208
Other 33 30 35 87 28 1.9
Mixed 47 14 13 8.8 88 6.3
Age of victim(s)
Minor 12.5% 8,1% §0.7% 1.7% 51% 19.9%
Adult 839 80.8 46.8 94.3 91.0 761
Both 8.8 33 25 4.0 3.9 4.0
Relationship of victim(s)
to the inmate
Close 17.2% 28.7% 34.4% 26% 23,0% 18,1%
Relative 103 16.3 248 4 0.7 11.0
inimate 6.9 8.5 9.8 22 13.2 74
Known 24,0% 33.5% 30,0% 12.0% 32,5% 21.4%
Well known 10.2 16.5 14.9 3.2 1941 10.7
Acqualntance™ 13,8 17, 15,2 8.7 213 107
Stranger 58.8% 42.7% 35.8% 85.4% 44.6% 60.5%
Note: For sex, race, and age of the victim the cate- *Includes murder and negligent and nonnegligent
gorles "both™ and "mixed* refer only to muitiple victim  manslaughter,

*|ncludes acqualntances and persons known by

Table 4, Number of victims por offender, by offenss, 1996

was rouncsd to two decimal places, The estimatod

Parcent of offendars with: Avarage number
Number of dormore  of victima
Offenses offenders 1 vietim 2victims __ victims par offender
All 245,562 74.0% 16.7% 10.3% 1.67
Murder 50,552 85.6 10.2 42 1.23
Manslaughter 14,421 884 78 38 1.20
Rapo/sexual assault 39,307 825 12,0 65 1.30
Robbery 83,838 81.7 217 168 215
Assault 36,191 7341 187 11.2 1,56
Other 11,253 758 14,9 9.3 1.82
Nota: The averags numbar of victima per offender total number of victims wes 408,836,

mates reported that there was more than
one victim of their offense (iable 4). Nearly
40% of the imprisoned robbers reported
bsing sentenced for rebbing multiple vic-
tims.




The victims of violent male offenders

Most men serving a State sentence for a
violent crime reported that they had vietim-
lzed other adults, men, and persons who
were strangers to them (table 5).

Among men, nearly 90% of the white in-
mates said they had been sentenced for
victimlzing another white, compared to
about 49% of the black inmates who re-
ported having victimized another black,
The black inmates were more likely than
the whites to repont having victimized a
stranger— 63,8% of the violent black of-
fenders versus 54,7% of the violent white
inmates. The white Inmates were more
likely than the black inmates to report
being convicted of victimizing relatives
(14.6% of violent white inmates versus
5.6% of violent black inmates) or of victim-
Izing minors (18,8% versus 6,8%).

Nearly a third (32.6%) of the men In State
prisons were serving time for the robbery
of a stranger (table 6). The black inmates
ware more likely than the whites to report
that they were serving time for robbing a
strangsr. The next largest group of violent
male Inmatss, those sentenced for killing a
stranger, represented about 12% of all
such Inmatss, A higher percentage of
whita male inmates (21.8%), compared to
black male inmates (11.9%), had victim-
lzed someone with whom they had a close
relationship ~ a relative or intimate ac-
quaintance. Most of this difference came
trom the higher percentage of white male
inmates who had been convicted of Killing
or sexually assaulting a relative or Intimate.

The victims of violent female offenders

Womaen In State prison for a violent crims
were more likely to report that they had
victimized adults and men, The women
were equally likely to have victimized a
stranger or someone with whom they had
a close relationship (table 7).

The white women were more llkely than
the black women to report having victim-
lzed someone of the same race. An estl-
mated 92% of the white women reported
victimizing a white, and 68% cf the black
women reported victimizing a black, As
among the men, the white female Inmates
were more lkkely than the black female In-
mates to have been convicted of harming
a minor.

Table 7. Violent female Stats prison
Inmates, by race of offender and
selectad victim charsotsristics, 1986

Vietim Violent femate inmates
characteristic Al ile___Black
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Sox of vietim(s)
Male 61,4% 63.3% 80.4%
Female 34,1 327 34,6
Both 45 4.0 49
Race of victim(s)
White 57.1% 01.7% 26.5%
Black 38.9 35 €84
Other 33 27 20
Mixed 28 22 8.0
Age of victim(s)
Minor 126% 168%  9.4%
Adult 84.6 80.1 885
Both 28 3.3 24
Relationship of
victim to offender
Close 36.7% 405% 8333%
Relative 239 324 16.5
Inimato 128 8.3 16.8
Known 26.2% 234% 28.5%
Woell known 124 110 13,7
Acquaintance* 13.8 124 14.8
Stranger 37.1% 38.1% 38.2%

Table 5, Violent male Stats prison
inmates, by race of offender and
selected vietim characterlstics, 1966
Victim Violent male Inmates
characterlstic _All White _Black Other
Total 100.0% 100,0% 100,0%100,0%
Sex of victim(s)
Male 52,7% 49.9% 55.2% 526%
Female 39,1 418 3687 405
Both 8.2 64 81 68
Race of victim(s)
White 64.8% 80.4% 43,1% 50.8%
Black 274 4.7 487 8.2
Other 3.3 24 24 268
Mixed 47 85 58 54
Age of victim(s)
Minor 125% 168.8% 6.8% 11.9%
Adult 83.9 768 905 823
Both 3.6 45 28 58
Relationship of
victim to offender
Close 16.5% 21.8% 11.8% 15.1%
Relative 8.8 148 56 86
Intimate 8.7 72 83 66
Known 24,0% 23.4% 24.4% 25.2%
Well known 10,1 103 89 113
Acquaintance* 13.8 131 144 139
Stranger 59.5% 54.7% 63.8% 59.6%
Note: Sex, race, age, and relationship to offender
have been categorized as In table 3.
*Includes acqualntances and persons known by
sight only,

Note: Sex, race, age, and relationship to the of-
fender have been categorized as In table 3,
Women of "other" races are not shown separately
because of the small number of cases,
*Inclucias acqualntancas and persons known by

slght only,

Table G. Relationship of violent male otfendsrs to thelr victims,

by offsnse and race of State prison Inmates, 19386

Victims' relation- Violent mals Inmates
ship to offender ] e 8 or
Total 100.0 100.0%  100.0%  100.0%
Close 16.6% 21.8% 11.8% 15.2%
Homicide* 58 6.9 47 6.1
Sexual assault 59 8.5 27 53
Robbery 1.0 9 141 8
Assault 3.0 3.4 28 19
Other ] 1.4 8 1.3
Known 240%  235% 24.4% 25.2%
Homicide* 9.0 8.7 0.2 82
Sexual assault 82 6.0 42 8.1
Robbary 45 3.8 54 2.8
Assaul 4.2 3.7 47 4.8
Other 14 13 9 13
Stranger 59.5%  54.7% 63.7% 59.6%
Homiclde* 11.8 114 129 8.4
Sexual assault 6.1 8.2 59 7.4
Robbery 326 285 383 203
Assault 8.0 6.0 5.0 63
Other 3.2 37 25 6.2

* Includes murder and negligent and nornegligent
manglaughtar.




Female violent offenders of all races, but
especlally whites, ware more likely than
male counterparts to report that they had
had a close relationship with thelr victim,
Almost 37% of the violent female inmates
had victimized a relative or an intimate ac-
quaintance (table 8). Armong women con-
victed of a violent offense against a relative
or Intimate acquaintance, nearly thres-
fourths (26.3% of all violent women) had
been convicted of homiclde.

Among the white women in prison for a vi-
olent offense, 28.6% reported having kilied
a relative or Intimats; among the black
womsn, 24.7%. Except for robbery of a
stranger, reported by nearly 20% of the fe-
male violanit atfenders, killing a stranger
(11.2%) or sumeone known casually
(13.2%) were the most commonly reported
offenses. In contrast to the assoclation of
race, offenss, and victim-offendsr relation-
ship for male inmates, the white and black
female Inmates differed little in the typa of
offense and in how well they knew thelr
victim,

Interracial violence and the relationship
of offender and victim

The victim-offender relationship for each
typs of offense helps to account for differ-
ences In the pattern of interraclal violence.
Among white inmates of both sexes sen-
tenced for killing one person, over 90%
had a victim of their own race; over 86% of
black women convicted of the murder of
one person reported having killed a black
victim (tabie 9).

By contrast, among black men serving
time for a single victim murder about a
third reported having a nonblack victim,
Nearly a fourth of black men (24.2%) sen-
tenced to prison for a murder said that
thelr victim was a stranger of a different
race. Compatred to black men In prison for
murder, white men convicted of murder
were about as likely to have killed a
stranger but were far less likely o report
that the victim differad from them In race
{4.5% of the white male inmates serving
time for murder versus 24.2% of the bjack
male Inmates).

Single victim robberles resembled murder
in Interracial patterns of victimization de-
scribed by the Inmates. About 80% ot
white men and women serving time for
robbery reported that thelir victims were
also white. Among black inmates about

a third of both sexes said that thelr victims
were of thelr own race,

Among male robbers of all races, 80%
sald they had robbed a stranger. Among
the black male robbers, §7.8%— or about
7 of every 10 robbsrs who had victimized
strangers — reported robbing a stranger of
a different race. Among the white male

Table 8. Relationship of violent female
offenders to their victims, by offense
and race of State prison Inmates, 1985
Victims' relation- Violent fornale Inmatas
ship to offender lte lack
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Close 38.7% 404% 33.3%
Homicide* 26.3 286 247
Sexual assault 1.8 35 0
Robbery 1.8 1.8 1.8
Assault 4.1 39 4,0
Other 27 286 28
Known 26.2% 24.3% 286%
Homicide* 13.2 13.2 14.0
Sexual assault 1,0 1.2 .8
Robbery 39 45 32
Assault 6.8 37 0.6
Other 1.3 1.7 1.0
Stranger 87.2% 368.1% 38.2%
Homiclde* 11.2 11,0 10.2
Sexual assault 2 2 2
Robbery 18.7 18,1 214
Assault 43 39 47
Other 1.8 1.8 1.7
Note: Women of races othor than white or black
vre not shown separately because of the amall
number of cases. They are Included In the total,
*Includes murder and negligent and nonnegligsnt
manslaughter,

robbers, 9.5%— or about 1 In every 8 rob-
bers who had victimized strangers — re-
ported robbing a stranger of a different
race.

Prior convictions, effenses, and victims

Among Inmates serving a sentence for a
violent offense, men were more likely than
women to have been convicted previously
and to have accumulated multiple ptlor
convictions (table 10), About threequar-
ters of the male violent offenders had at
least one prior conviction and over a third

Tabie 10. First-time offenders, recidi-
vists, and number of prior convictions,
by sex, for State priaon inmates, 1936

All Male Female
inmates Inmates Inmates
Total 100.0% 100,0% 100.0%
Firattime offender  24.2% 23.3% 48.6%
Recldivist 75.8% 787% 504%
Flrst violent offense 40.5 40.8 317
Prior violent offense 35.3 35.9 18.8
Number of prior
convictions
1 208% 208% 10.4%
2 16.2 16.4 108
35 227 23.0 123
6-10 10,7 10.9 54
More than 10 85 56 23

Note: The number of prior convictions s the sum
s the numbar of prior sentences to probation,
Jall, youth Institutions, and prison,

Table 9. Selected cheracterietics of single victims of murder or robbery,
by the sex and racs of the offendsrs responsible, 1988

Sentenced for murder of one %erson
(1] >emales

Sentenced for robbery ¢! one person
T Males Famﬁes

3.0

White _Black White___Black White _ Black White___Black
Total 100.0% 100,0%  100,0% 100.0%  1000% 100.0%  100.0% 100.0%
Race of victim
White 92.1% 31.3% 923% 124% 884% 81.7% 80,7% 59.8%
Black 6.1 86.6 49 88,4 79 252 34 34,6
Other 1.9 22 28 14 28 3.1 59 55
Victim-offender
relationship
Chose 22.1% 15.4% §55% 51.1% £% % 42% 41%
Same race 218 141 53.3 498 8 7 42 4.1
Ditterent race 5 1.4 22 15 0 2 0 0
Known 38.5% 30.4% 258% 380.3% 10,1% 18.4% a71% 166%
Same race 3341 5 25 274 18.9 10.2 228 8.4
Different race 34 88 3.2 3.2 22 8.2 43 8.2
Stranger 41.4% 452% 18.7% 168.6% £80.3% 680.8% 68,7% 70.3%
8ame race 36,8 21,0 15.7 9.6 708 235 816 18.9
Ditferent rase 45 24.2 8.9 8.5 52.3 72 81.0

Note: Detall may not add to tota! bacause of round-
Ing.




had been previously convicted of a violent
crime. Almost 50% of the female violent
offenders ware serving thelr first sentencs,
and 18.8% reported a previous conviction
for violence. About 40% of the male in-
mates, but 20,0% of the female inmates,
reported three or more prior convictions,

The type of offense for which inmates were
serving time and thelr relationship to the
victim varied with the extent of their re-
ported criminal history. Men with an exten-
sive convliction record were more likely
than first-time offenders to have victimized

Female offenders, regardiess of criminal
background, were less likely than the men
to repont having victimized a stranger,
About 30% of first-time offenders and
45,0% of recidivists said that thelr victim
was a strangsr (table 12). Nearly 35% of
the violent women serving thelr first sen-
tence -— versus 13,0% of the female re-
cldivists — reported that they had

victimized a spouse or relative, An esti-
mated 41.4% of those women whose
conviction for homicide was thelr first con-
viction reported that they had killed a
spouss or relative, compared to less than
20% of the female recldivists serving time
for homlcide.

of prior convictions for violent male Stais

Table 11, Victim-oftender relationship and the offense, by the number

prison inmatas, 1986

a stranger (table 11). While 48,0% of vio- . Malo recldviata in prison
lent male Inmates serving thelr first sen- Meiriiibaped st AN Rmoer Of prior COmKRnS e
tence said that they had victimizad a oflense tmers _ reckdvists 1 2 a5 810 than 10
stranger, 62.8% of the recidivists in prison
far a violent crime sald that they had been Totel 1000% 1000% 1000% 1000% 1000% 1000%  1004%
convicted of an offense In which a stranger ck::“ oo afg% 13::% 13.':‘% 1}’“72% 1:;.-:% 122%% 1%.3%
9, 11, s 2 E { ;s
was the victim. Nearly 26% of the male Sonuel sssault by 20 o8 - 5 Py Py
first-time oftendars committed thelr viclent ' 11 ‘9 7 s 11 8 13
offense against a relative or Intimate ac- Assaul 38 28 17 24 3.0 43 4.2
qualntance, compared to 13.6% of recldl- Other 10 9 8 8 7 14 10
vists, Known 251%  236%  258%  254%  21.0%  2AT%  202%
Homiclde 130 7 89 73 7.3 8.0 2.7
More than half of the recldivists who had Soxual essaut 8 P 58 80 38 38 g
Robbery 1,8 53 43 7.2 53 53 42
victimized a stranger (35.2% of all recidi- Assault a3 45 55 4.1 45 40 33
vists convicted of a violent offense) were Other 10 i 18 8 10 8 13
serving a sentence for robbery of a Stranger 480%  628%  515%  620%  648%  632%  67.8%
stranger. Almost 4 of every 10 men with Homide 14,1 109 1.8 101 108 108 120
the most extensive criminal history, having | Rigeme® 22 84 g 27 98 a7 e
been convicted at lsast 11 times, reported Assau 9.1 68 56 6.1 27 78 84
that they had robbed a stranger. Other 24 35 28 87 3 a9 57
Table 12. Victim-offender relationship, by recldivism
and offense for violent female State prison inmates, 1986
Relationship Al Flrst time offenders Recidivists
of victim to ferale All first Current offense All Current offense
offerder-inmate Inmates time nmates  Homickle’ _ Robbery Assaul rockivists _ Homicide' _ Robbory _ Assault
Total 100.0% 100,0% 1000%  100.0% 100.0% 1000%  1000%  100.0%  100.0%
Spouse 10.3% 16,1% 23.1% 1.0% 12.3% 4.3% 75% 0 28%
Relative 13,7 18,6 18.3 23 113 87 1.8 16% 63
Exspouse 5 8 6 0 18 “ 5 0 -]
Intimate 12.2 11,0 140 34 10,0 135 229 57 113
Other well known 12,5 10 08 44 18.2 150 18.3 6,0 24,5
Acqualntance 13,7 14,1 147 55 225 13.2 11,0 12,0 21,7
Stranger a7.2 206 19.7 835 228 450 200 747 326

“inciudes murder and negligent and nonnegligent
mangiaughter.
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Druge and alcohol

0 Most inmates reported that they, thelr vic-

tim, or both were drinking or using drugs at
the time of the crime, Over half (54.3%) of
the violent offenders said they had commit-
ted the offense while under the Influence of
drugs or alcoho! (table 13). Drug use was
highest among those violent offenders who
victimized strangers and lowest among of-
{enders victimizing a relative or intimate,

Nearly 30% of the violent inmates said
they had parcalved the victim to be under
the Influence of alcoho! or drugs at the time
of the offense (table 14). Nearly 31% of
the inmates who reported they were under
the Influence of alcohol sald thelr victim
was as well. Overall, an estimated 19.1%
of violent offenders reported that both they
and thelr victims had been using drugs or
alcohol at the time of the offense, 34.4% of
offenders reported that only they were
using drugs or alcohol at the time of the of-
fense, and 10.7% reported that only the
victim had been using drugs or alcohol,
Drug or alcohol use by the offendar or vic-
tim figured In 64.2% of the violent offenses
reported by the inmates,

. Manslaughter was the crime for which the

largest percentage of inmates described
drug or alcohol use by the victim, by them-
solves, or by both - 75,7%, The smallest
percentage of drug or alcohol use by the
victim or offender at the time of the offense
was reported by Inmates serving time for a
sexual assault; about half the inmates sen-
tenced for sexual assault reported such In-
volvement,

For those violent offenders who could iden-
tity thelr victim's drug or alcohol use, a ma-
Jority of victims were using naither drugs
nor akcohol, regardiess of the offenders’
use. When the victims were under the In-
fluence, howsver, inmates and victims had
somewhat similar patterns of drug or alco-
hol use. For exampls, 25.6% of the of-
fenders using drugs af the tims of the
crime had victimlzed someone also on
drugs, and 40.3% of the offenders who
were drinking had committed the crime
against someons also drinking.

Vietim Violent otfenidera who were using:
using Drugs__Alcohol . Both __Neither
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Drugs 10, 74 110 124
Alcohol 7.9 28,5 15,4 124

Both 85 10.8 17.2 8.0
Nelther 885 523 567 685

Teble 13, Whether State prison Inmates commitied viclent cffeniies
under the Influence of drugs or elcohol, by charectoristics
of the victims and victim-oftender relationship, 1966

Percent of Inmates who committed
offenise under the influence of:
Total Drugs _Aicohol  Both Nelther

All cases 100% 13.6% 204% 20.3% 45, 7%
Sex of victim(s)
Male 100% 13.0% 20.5% 10,1% 48,5
Female 100 11.0 218 216 457
Both 100 2.7 133 223 40.7
Race of victim(s)
White 100% 18.2% 21.2% 22,5% 43.1%
Black 100 118 i9.8 158 53,3
Other 100 19,3 218 204 38.6
Mixed 100 25,0 9.4 18,8 47.0
Age of victim(s)
Minor 100% 8.7% 18,6% 18.1% 56.6%
Adult 100 14,9 204 20,7 440
Both 100 86 10.0 250 48,4
Relationship
Close 100% 8,3% 23.8% 16.0% 53.89%
Known 100 104 251 194 45.2
Stranger 100 16,0 175 219 43.7

Table 14, Use of drugs or alcohol by State prieon inmates
and perceived use of druge or alcchol by thelir victims
at the ime of the violent offence, 18868

Man- Sexual Other
Tota) Murder _ slaughter  Rape assault Robbery Assault Vickent
Total 100.0% 100,0% 100.0% 100,0% 100,0% 100.0% 100.0% 100,0%
Offender using
only drugs and
victim using: 13.4% 9.3% 7.2% 68% 53% 207% 10.7% 13.3%
Drugs 24 1.8 2.4 1.2 8 25 27 17
Alcohol 8 7 14 0 5 11 7 1.0
Both 7 8 1.2 4 A 8 1.0 1.0
Nelther 0.8 6.1 24 5.2 38 18,8 6.4 9.8
Offender using
only alcohol
and victim using: 201% 23.6% 824%  24,7% 200% 134% 245% 200%
Drugs 1.2 1.3 1.5 24 1.0 8 1.7 1.0
Alcohol 49 7.3 141 6.0 3.0 13 78 27
Both 1.8 27 5.1 2.2 7 5 3.0 22
Nelther 121 123 11.8 16.2 1641 103 124 15,0
Offendser using both
drugs and alcohol
and victim using: 20.0% 19.0% 12.8% 252% 19.0% 21.2% 17.9% 221%
Drugs 1.9 29 13 28 13 1.7 1.4 1.7
Alecohol 28 32 35 a6 27 18 29 27
Both 3.0 4.2 8a 4.2 4 14 4.2 34
Neither 125 88 4.7 14,7 122 163 0.4 14.3
Otfendar not Using
drugs or alcohol , _
and vicim using: 48.5% 48.1% A76%  433% BA2% 447%  48.0% 438%
Drugs 43 5.7 8.5 23 15 87 6.7 1.6
Acohol 43 5.2 10,4 24 1.8 33 7.0 14
Both 2.1 25 6.5 20 0 1.0 a5 1.4
Nelther 358 84,7 249 %87 502 368 208 892
Number of
oifenders 245,562 50,552 14421 19,047 20,260 93,638 96,191 11253

Note; When oifendars reported they dki not know the victim was assumed not to have been using

whethat the victim had been tiging druge or alcohal, either,




Characteristics of victims of violance

The astimated 245,562 violent offenders
In State prisons in 1986 accounted for
an estimated 408,236 victims of thelr of-
fenses,

Otienders were asked to report on the
characteristics of single and multiple or
serial victims saparately so that the
characteristics of all reported victims
could be described. Overall, 74% of the
offenders reported one victim on thelr
current Imprisonment offense, 15,7 re-
~ ported two victims, and 10,3% reported
victimizing three or more persons,
Welghting the descriptive information
about the victims by the number of vic-
tims assoclated with each offender pro-
vides estimates of the crimes most Iikely
to have besn committed agalnst victims
with partlcular characteristics.

The percentage of murder victims of
State prisoners was highest among

black victims, men, victims age 45 or
older, and victims who were related to
the offender (see table), Among black
and male victims, manslaughter ac-
counted for a higher percentage of of-
fenses than among other groups of
victims, Simllarly, the percentage ot
manslaughter was higher among victims
of violence age 18 to 29 and among vic-
tirns who were relatives or intimates.

Sexual assault was most frequent
among white violent crime victims, fe-
males, and children or youth younger
than age 18, Victims who were related
to the offender were substantially more
likely than strangers to have been sexu-
ally assaulted,

Robbers, who accountad for 38,2% of
violent offanders In State prisons, were
responsible for nearly half (49.2%) of
the victims of violence described by
State prisoners. Robbery reflected the
highest number of victims per offender,

Victims of violent offenses, by victim characteristics, 1986

2.1, compared to 1.2 victims per of-
fender convicted of murder or man-
slaughter, 1.3 victims per offender serv-
ing time for rape or sexual assault, and
1.6 victims per assault offender,
Approximately three-quarters of the vic-
timizations Involving multiple victims of
different races or sexes were robberies,

An estimated 11.6% of the 408,936 vic-
tims of violence were robbed In incldents
in which victims of both sexes and multl-
ple races were viclimized, Victims age
30 to 44 and strangers were also more
likely than other victims of violence to
have besn robbed. Overall, about 41%
of the victims of prisoner violence were
stranger-robbery victims,

Assault was most prevalent among
black victims, male victims, and victims
age 30 to 44, Intimate victims were an
estimated three timas as likely as
stranger-victims te have been victimized
by an assault,

Type of offense
Number Rape and
Victim of Man- other sexual Other
characterlstics victims Total Murder  slaughtyr  assault Robbery  Assault  violence*
Al victims 408,936 100% 15.2% 4.2% 12.5% 49.2% 13.6% 5,0%
Race of victims
White 234,173 100% 17.6% 3.6% 17.0% 44.3% 13.0% 4.5%
Black 89,407 100 29 9.0 1.1 324 2.3 42
Other 11,158 100 16.9 8.2 13.7 50.7 100 28
Mixed 74,108 100 30 14 20 764 10,0 6.3
Sex of victims
Male 170,213 100% 24.2% 7.6% 4.3% 40,5% 20.9% 2.5%
Fernale 116,104 100 13,7 3.2 38,2 30,0 86 6.2
Both™ 122,619 100 65 14 28 75,2 83 8.1
Age of victima
8ingle victims
Less than 12 years 12,2689 100% 12.4% 8,6% 63,7% 1.2% 4.0% 11,1%
1217 13,749 100 [-X:] 16 67.3 80 790 8.3
18-29 70,133 100 2.8 83 174 20,1 16,5 49
30-44 81,858 100 85 75 6.7 40.8 18.6 28
45 o oidor 31,258 100 376 74 8.0 30,0 8.8 2.1
Muttipla victims
Minors only 16,238 100 18 24 80.3 5,0 438 58
Aduits only 180,358 100 7.9 21 3.0 87,7 14.8 4.5
Both™ 24,273 100 19.0 1.2 103 487 114 11,
Fsiationship to offender*=
Strangers 250,544 100% 10.7% 2.2% 7.2% 65.2% 10.2% 4,6%
Casusl 63,323 100 205 6.2 135 3558 2.0 43
Wel-known acquaintances 47,629 100 245 8.8 238 16.7 20 4.4
Relatives 27,915 100 20,7 05 41,3 13 127 55
Intimates 10,325 100 24.9 10.8 2256 8.0 218 53
Nots: Detall may not sum to total because of round: and reckless andangerment, *~Casual acqualntances Include victims known by

'Ot'her viclenoe Includes extortion, intimidation, kid-
naping, child ahuse, hit-run driving with bodily Injury,

*For sax, race, and age of the victim the categories
*mixed® and “hoth* refer only to multiple victim crimes
where the charkcteristics v the victima ditfered,

slght only, Well-known acqualntances include
friends and formar fiends, Intimates Inciude ex-
#pouses, boyfriends, and glirifriands,

o




Msthodology

The inmate surveys are conducted using a
sample of Inmates !n State correctional fa-
cllitles, The data are collected by the Bu-
reau of the Census with the sponsorship of
the Bureau of Justice Statistics, The sam-
ple design employed Is a stratitied two-
stage selection with the probabilities
proportional to the size of the comectional
tacility. The sample Is selected indepen-
dantly from two frames, one for males
only, and a second to allow an oversample
of females. Within each frame, faclitties
are stratifled by type (prison versus com- .
munity corrections facility) and by csnsus
region. In the second stage, Interviewers
visit each selected facllity and select a
sample of Inmates using predetermined
sampling procedures, In 1986, plans
called for 275 facllities and a sarnple of
abnut 15,000, Of a total of 14,649 inmates
selected for the survey, 13,711 were suc-
cessfully interviewed.

With the Information drawn from interviews
with inmates, estimates of the entire in-
mate population can be developed, The
development of such estimates requires a
multistage process which begins with a
basic welighting factor, This weighting fac-
tor Is based upon the original probability of
selection in the sample. The basic welght
Is then adjusted for variable rates of re-
sponse, and with two different ratio adjust-
ments. The first accounts for sample
effects, and the second Is Intended to bring
the sample population as closely as possi-
ble Into agreement with the known distribu-
tion of the entire population,

The set of questions about victims was
asked of ea~h Inmate whose "controlling
offense” was a violent crime. The control-
ling ctfense Is the most serious current of-
fense, defined as the one with the longest
sentence attached to it. Inmates were
asked if there was one or more than one
victim present and then were asked a so-
ties of questions tallored to the sltuation.

in the tablas of this repor, the victim's sex,
race, and age are reported as they were by
the Inmate. In casss of multiple victims
who all had the same characterlstics, the
victims were coded with single victims of
the same type. The category of "males,”
for exampie, refers to one male alone or to
a group of male victims, The category of
*both” is reserved for more than one victim
when all victims were not of the same sex,
A simllar echnique was used In analyzing
data on race and age of victims.

In the cases of victim relatlonship to the
offender, the victim with the closest relation
to the offender defined the relationship.
For example, when more than one victim
was present and a relative of the offender
was among them, then the case was de-
fined as the victimization of a relativs,

Bureau of Justice Statistics Speclal
Reports are principally prepared by
BJS staff. This report was written by
Christopher A. innes and Lawrence
A. Greenfeld, James Stephan pro-
vided statistical review. Thomas
Hester edited the report. Marilyn
Marbrook administered production,
assisted by Yvonne Boston, Betty
Sherman, Lallls Cotton, and Jayne
Pugh. Data collection was carried out
by the Bureau of the Census with the
assistance of Marilyn Menahan,
Susan Schecter-Ryan, Gregory
Wells, and Rita Willlamson under the
supervision of Larry McGinn,
Gertrude Odom, and Robert Tinarl,
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