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During 1989, persons age 12 or older living
In the United States experienced 19.7 mil-
fion victimizations involving viclence or per-
sonal theft, according to the National Crime
Survey (NCS). In addition, 16.1 million
household crimes (burglary, household
larceny, and motor vehicle theft) were com-

. mitted. The NCS measures selected non-

commercial crimes regardless of whether
or not they were reported to the police. The
NCS does not collect data on homicides.
About 37% of the crimes measured by the
NCS that occurred in 1989 were reported
to the police, a proportion similar to that
recorded in 1988."

While the overall level of crime did not
change from the 1988 level, the number

of certain types of crimes was noticeably
different in 1989. The number of burglaries
decreased by 7.3% from 1988; the number
of housshold larcenies increased by 8.4%;
and there is some evidence that the num-
ber of motor vehicle thefts also increased.?

Crime rates, the number of ctimes per
1,000 persons or households, also showed
significant changes for burglary. Measur-
able declines were apparent not only in
overall burglary rates but also in rates for

*For definitions of the crimes measured by the National
Crime Survey and a description of NCS operations, see
Measuring Crime, BJS Bulletin, NCJ-75710, February
1981.

®Because the numbers in this report are estimates
based on a sample, some apparent differences may re-
flect sampling variation. Such differences are described
in the report as not statistically significant or not measur-
ably different Unless onae of these designations is used,
any differance dascribad reflacts at least a 80% certainty
that the differance is not the result of sampling variation.
See the discussion on page 7.

completed burglary, forcible entry, and
unlawful entry without force. The rate of
household larceny also changed, but unlike
the burglary rate, it rose 5% to a point mar-
ginally above the 1988 rate.

Crime rates varied in different regions of the
United States; for example, the housshold
crime rate rose significantly in the South
and dropped significantly in the Midwest.
The rate of personal crime in the Midwest
also showed a significant decline.

While the overall level of crime has not
changed since 1988, the level of crime has
decreased significantly since 1981, the
peak year for victimizations. The number of
violent crimes in 1989 was 11% lower than
in 1981, and thers were 15% fewer house-
hold crimes (table 1 and figures 1-3).

October 1990

The data in this Bulletin update the
preliminary estimates of victimization
in 1989, which were released in May
of this year.

The National Crime Survey {NCS) mea-
sures both crimes reported to the police
and crimes that were not reported.
Nearly two-thirds of all NCS crimes, in-
cluding slightly more than half of all vio-
lent crimes, are not reportsd to the
police, and this year's survey shows that
the reporting rate has remained stabls,
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No change in personal crime in losses of less than $50 (table 2). The cor-

rasponding rate decreased 10%. The only
The personal crime levels in 1989 exhibited  other rate change among the personal ctime
no significant changes from 1988 except for  categories was a marginal decline in com-
personal larcenles without contact resulting pleted larceny.

Table 1. Victimization ievels for seiected crimes, 1873-89

Number of victimizations (in 1,000's)

Household crime levels varied

The overall rate of household crime remained
stable at 170 victimizations per 1,000 house- ‘
holds. The level of overall household crime

also remained stable, but the level of at-

tempted household crime increased 10.3%,

a significant amount. The level of household
burglary decreased significantly as did the

levels of completed burglary and unlawful

Violent Personal Household

Total crimes theft crimes
1973 35,661 5,350 14,970 15,340
1974 38,411 5,510 15,889 17,012
1875 39,266 5,573 16,294 17,400
1976 39,318 5,599 16,519 17,188
1977 40,314 5,802 16,933 17,480
1878 40,412 5,941 17,050 17.421
1979 41,248 6,159 16,382 18,708
1980 40,252 6,130 15,300 18,821
1981 41,454 6,582 15,863 18,009
1982 39,756 6,459 15,553 17,744
1983 37,001 5,903 14,657 16,440
1984 35,544 6,021 13,789 15,733
1985 34,864 5,823 13,474 15,568
1986 34,118 5515 13,235 15,368
1987 35,336 5,796 13,575 15,966
1988 35,796 5910 14,056 15,830
1989 35,818 5,861 13,829 16,128
Percentchange,
1981-89" -13.6%" 11.0%° -12.8%° -15.2%°
*Total victimizations peaked in 1981, ®The difference is statistically significant

at the 95% confidence level.

Trends in victimization rates of perscr:al crimes, 1973-89
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entry without force. The number of forcible
entrles also declined, but only marginally.
The corresponding rates for these crimes all

howed significant declines, and the 1989

burglary rate was significantly lower than in
any year since the beginning of the NCS

in 1973 (tables 3 and 4).

Table 2. Changes In victimization levels and rates
for personal and household crimes, 1988-89

Numberof victimizations (1,000's) Victimization rates
Percent Percent
change, changs,
1988 1989 1988-89 1988 1989 1988-89
Allcrimes 35,796 35,818 1%
Personalcrimes 19,966 19,681 -1.4% 100.1 97.8 -2.3%
Crimesofviolence 5,910 5,861 -8 29.6 291 -1.8
Completed 2,180 2,196 7 10.9 10.8 -2
Altemcpted 3,730 3,665 -1.7 18.7 18.2 -27
Rape 127 135 6.3 .6 7 52
Robbery 1,048 1,092 4.2 5.3 5.4 3.2
Completed 684 744 8.7 3.4 3.7 7.6
Withinjury 263 300 14.3 1.3 1.5 131
Withoutinjury 421 443 5.2 2.1 2.2 4.2
Attempted 364 348 -4,2 1.8 1.7 -52
With injury 110 94 -15.0 6 5 -159
Without injury 253 255 4 1.3 1.3 -6
Assault 4,734 4,634 -2.1 23.7 23.0 -3.1
Aggravated 1,741 1,665 -4.4 8.7 83 53
Completed with injury 571 586 2.7 2.9 2.9 1.7
Attempted assault
with weapon 1,171 1,079 -79 5.9 54 -88
Simple 2,993 2,969 -8 15.0 147 -1.8
Completed with injury 860 820 -4.6 4.3 41 55
Attempted assault
without weapon 2,133 2,149 7 10.7 10.7 -3
Crimesof theft 14,056 13,829 -1.6 70.5 68.7 -26
Completed 13,242 12,996 -1.9 66.4 645 -28
Attempted 815 834 2.3 4.1 4.1 1.8
Personallarceny
with contact 489 543 10.9 2.5 2.7 9.9
Purse snatching 155 162 3.9 .8 .8 3.0
Pocket picking 334 381 14.2 1.7 1.9 1341
Personallarceny
without contact 18,567 18,287 -2.1 68.0 66.0 -3.0
Completed 12,795 12,491 2.4 642 620 -3.3°
Lessthan $50 5,642 5,126 -9.1" 28.3 255 -10.0"
$500rmore 6,681 6,838 2.3 33.5 34.0 1.3
Amount not available 473 527 11.5 2.4 26 104
Attempted 772 785 3.1 3.9 4,0 2.1
Household crimes 15,830 16,128 1.9% 168.6 168.9 2%
Completed 13,555 183,619 .5 145,2 1435 -1.2
Attempted 2,275 2,509 10.3" 24,4 2.4 85
Household burglary 5,777 5,352 -7.3° 61.9 5.4 -8.8"
Completed 4,585 4,111 -10.3* 48.1 43,3 -11.8°
Forcibleentry 1,986 1,813 -87° 21.3 19.1  -10.2°
Unlawful antry
without force 2,509 2,298 116 278 242 -13.0"
Attempted forcible entry 1,181 1,241 4,2 12.8 13.1 2.5
Houssholdlarceny 8,419 8,955 6.4 90.2 944  46°
Completed 7,896 8,327 5.5" 84.6 87.8 3.7
Less than $50 3,418 3,413 -1 36.6 36.0 -1.8
$50 or more 4,100 4,482 9.1 440 472 78°
Amount not available 370 432 16.9 4.0 46 150
Attempted 523 628 20.2° 5.6 6.6 182
Motor vehicle theft 1,634 1,820 11.4b 17.5 19.2 9.6
Completed 1,073 1,180 10.0 11.5 12.4 8.2
Attempted 561 640 14.0 6.0 6.7 121

Note: Detail may not add to totals shown because
of rounding. Percent change is based on unrounded
numbers. Victimization rates are calculated on the
basis of the number of victimizations per 1,000 per-
sons age 12 or older or per 1,000 households. The
population age 12 or older grew from 199,412,460

in 1888 to 201,375,630 in 1988, an increase of 1%.
The number of households grew from 93,362,150

to 94,899,080 batween 1988 and 1989, an increase
of 1.6%.

.. .Not applicable.
*The difference is statistically significant at the 95%
confidence level.

he difference is statistically significant at the 90%
confidence level.
“There were 1.2 rapes per 1,000 women age 12

or older in 1988 and 1.2 in 1989,

Household larceny levels rose significantly
from 1988 to 1988, not only for the overall
crime category but also for completed house-
hold lafceny, household larceny resulting

in losses of $50 or more, and attempted
housshold larceny. The 1989 rates for
household larceny and household larceny
resulting in losses of $50 or more showed
marginally significant increases over the
1988 rates. Motor vehicle theft rates in 1989
waere not significantly different from the 1988
rates; however, there is some evidence that
the level of motor vehicle theft Increased by
a significant amount.

The West had highest crime rate

Despite a matginally significant decrease

in personal crime, the West, with 120 per-
sonal ctimes per 1,000 persons and 215
household crimes per 1,000 households, still
had the highest crime rates of the Nation's
four regions (table 5). The Northeast -
retained the lowest overall crime rates, even
after a marginal increase in household
crimes. The Northeast had 75 personal
crimes per 1,000 persons and 126 household
crimes per 1,000 households. The Midwest
and the South showed no measurable differ-
ences in thelr rates for personal crimes

(96 versus 101 per 1,000 persons); however,
the Midwest experienced a significant
decrease of 7.3% in its personal crime rate.
The household crime rate declined signifi-
cantly in the Midwest and increased signifi-
cantly in the South. Thus, the South had

a significantly higher rate of household crime
than the Midwest (184 versus 151 per 1,000
housshelds).




Table 3, Victimization rates for personal and household crimes, 1973-89

Victimiza*yns per 1,0C0 persons age 12 orolder or per 1,000 households
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1878 1879 1980 1981 1982 1883 1884 1985 1886 1987 1988 1089

Personal crimes 1236 128.1 1289 1287 131.2 1305 1264 1163 1205 1168 1079 1032 994 956 980 1001 978
Crimes of violence 326 330 328 3286 338 837 345 333 353 343 310 314 300 281 293 296 29.1
Rape 1.0 1.0 .8 .8 8 1.0 1.1 9 1.0 R:] .8 .9 g 7 .8 B 7
Robbary 6.7 7.2 6.8 6.5 6.2 59 6.3 6.6 7.4 7.1 6.0 5.7 5.1 5.1 53 5.3 5.4
Assault 249 248 252 253 268 268 272 258 270 264 241 247 242 223 233 237 230
Aggravated 10.1 104 9.6 9.8 10,0 9.7 9.9 9.3 9.6 9.3 8.0 9.0 8.3 7.8 8.0 8.7 8.3
Simple 148 144 156 154 16.8 172 173 165 1783 171 162 157 158 144 152 150 147
Crimes of theft 811 951 960 961 973 968 919 830 851 825 769 718 694 675 687 705 687
Personallarceny
With contact 3.1 3.1 3.1 2.8 27 34 29 30 33 31 30 28 27 27 28 25 27
Withoutcontact 880 920 928 932 946 936 890 800 8189 795 740 691 66.7 647 661 680 66.0
Household orimes 217.8 2357 2365 2205 228.8 223.4 2353 2274 2260 2082 1888 1787 1744 1700 1739 1686 169.9
Household burglary 91.7 831 917 889 885 860 841 843 8789 782 700 641 627 615 621 618 564
Housshold larceny 107.0 123,8 1254 1241 123.3 119.9 1837 1265 121.0 1139 1052 994 975 935 957 902 944
Motorvshicls theft 181 188 195 1685 170 1758 175 167 171 162 146 152 142 150 160 175 18.2

Nate: Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding. Tabls 4 identifigs statistically significant differences between the rates for 1989 and each precading year.

Table 4. Comparigon of changes In victimizationrates for personal and housshold crimes, 1673-89

1973-88 7488 75-80  76-89 77-88 78-89 79-88 80-89 84-889 82-89 83-89 84-89 85-89  86-89 87-8¢ 88-89

Personal crimes -209% -28.7% -24.1% -24.0% -256.4% -256.1% -22.7% -158% -18.8% -16.3% -8.4%  -53% -1.6%* 2.3%* -2t -2.3*

Crimesofviolence -10.6 -11.7 -11.4  -106 -1441 -13.7  -157 -125 -176 -15.1 -6.1 -7.2 -3.0" 3.5* -7* -1.8*
Repe -29.5 -31.6 -26.4 -20.2* -24.7* -30.9 -380 -28,7 -28.5 -17.3* -17.3v -287 -5,8* 1.5 -10.7* 4.7*
Robbery -19.6 -24.5 -19.8  -16.1 -12.8 -8.0" -134 -17.4 -26.9 -234 -10.1* -5.1* 6.9* 5.4* 2.5* 3.0*
Assault -7.5 -7.3 -8.6 -89 -141 -14.3 -154 -10.6 -14.7 128 -4.7* -6.9 -5.0% ar -4t -39

Aggravated -17.9 -20.4 -139 161 -174 -14.7 -16.6 <107  -142 112 3.9* -8.1* - 5.1* 3.0* -5.3*
Simple -.4* 2.1* -5.3* -4,3* 123 -141  -147 -106 -149 -13.7 -89 -6.2* -7.5 2.1* -3.3" -1.8*

Crimes of theft -246 278 -285 -285 -294 -290 -253 -173 -18.3 -i68 -10.7 -4.4 -1 18 -+ .26

Personallarceny

With contact =121+ -132* -126" -6.6" 19* -13.58* -59* -108* -169 -11.8* -85* -2.2* 4 -1 5.1* 10.2*

Withoutcontact -25,0 -28.3 -20.0 -29.2 -303 -29.5 -259 -175 -19.4 -17.0 -10.8 -4.5 -1t 1.9* -2¢ -3.0*
Householdcrimes -22.0% -27.9% -28.2% -259% -25.7% -23.9% -27.8% -25.3% -24.8% -18.4% -10.4% -49% -2.6%' -* -2.3%* 2%

Household burglary -38.5 -38.4 -38.5 -366 -363 -344 -328 -33.1 -359 -279 -184 120 -10.0 -8.2 -9.2 -89
Household larceny -11.8 -23.8 -247 -239 -234 213 -284 -254 -220 171 -10.8 -5.1 -3.2* 9t -1.4* 4.6
Motorvehicle theft B 1.9* -1.5* 165 130 9.6* 9.5 148 124 187 315 26.0 348 279 18.6 a.6*

Note: Percant change was calculated using ratas that --Lass than 0.05%. ) *The differencae Is not statistically significant
were rounded to the nearest hundredth, at the 90% canfidenca level,

Table 5. Victimization rates jor personal and household crimes, by reglon, 1988-89

Victimizations per 1,000 parsons age 12 or older or per 1,000 housseholds

Northeast Midwest South West
Percentchange, Percentchange, Percentchange, Percentchange,
1988 1989 1988-89 1888 1989 1988-89 1988 1989 1988-88 1988 1989 1988-89
Personal crimes 732 747 2.0% 103.2 95.7 -7.3%" 989.3 100.5 1.2% 1264 1200 -5.0%"°
Crimes of violence 214 231 8.1 288 266 -7.5 289 303 4.7 408 364 -10.6°
Rabbary 57 &7 18.4 4.0 3.8 -5.0 4.8 57 18.8 72 55 -231"
Assault 151 159 55 239 218 -87 23.7 240 1.4 328 302 -7.9
Aggravated 47 4.9 5.5 8.9 71 -18.5" 9.8 9.4 -3.6 1.1 111 .8
Simple 104 11.0 5.5 18,1 147 -2.3 139 146 4.9 21.8 194 -12.4°
Crimesoftheft 518 516 -8 744 691 7.2 704 703 ~2 85.7 836 -2.4-
Personallarceny
With contact 3.6 3.8 10.0 21 286 227 2.1 2.1 27 2.2 26 15.6
Without contact 483 4786 -1.3 723 665 -8.1° 68.2 68.2 -1 83.4 810 -2.9
Total population age 12
orolder (in 1,000's) 41,888 42,687 1.9% 48,536 47,817 -1.3% 69,547 70,683 1.6% 39,441 40,088 1.6%
Household crimes 1154 126.3 9.4%" 166.3 150.5 -8.5%" 172.8 184.0 6.5%" 2242 2150 -4,1%
Household burglary 380 391 2.7 631 505  -20.0° 68.5 685 -1 736 606 -17.7°
Household larceny 58.4 65.7 10.6 876 879 3 878 969 10.3" 129.4 1281 -1.0
Motor vehicle theft 180 215 19.7 156 12.1 -22,2% 165 186 13.0 21.2 263 243"
Total number of ’
households {in 1,000's) 18,415 19,877 24% 22,909 22,990 4% 32,366 33,168 25% 18,672 18,864 1.0%
Note: Detail may not add to total shown bacause *The differanca is statistically significant at the 95% ®The difference is statistically significant at the 0%
of rounding. Percent change is based on unrounded confidence level. confidence leval.

numbers. Crimes of violence rates include rape.




No change in reporting to the police

In 1989, 37% of all crimes were reported to
the police, nearly the same percentage as in
1988 (table 6 and figure 4). The reporting
rates for certain personal crimes, such as

violent crime, were down. Overall, 34%
of personal crimes and 41% of household
crimes were reported. Household larceny
and crimes of theft, particularly personal
lar-ceny without contact, had the lowest
levels of reporting: Almost 3 out of every

10 of these offenses were reported to the po-
lice. The police were informed of
three-fourths of all motor vehicle thefts;
therefore, this crime retains the highsest rate
of reporting of any crime measured by the
NCS.

Table 6. Reporting victimizations to the police, 1973-89

Percent of victimizations reported to the police

1678 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1970 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1086 198/ 1988 1089
Allcrimes 32% 33% 35% 35% 84% 33% 33% 36% 35% 36% 95% 35% 36% 37% B37% 86% 37%
Personal crimes 28% 30% 32% 32% 80% 930% 30% 33% 33% 33% 92% 33% 84% 34% 34% 34% 34%
Crimeso . 0lence 46 47 47 49 46 44 45 47 47 48 47 47 48 50 48 48 45
Rape 49 52 56 53 58 49 51 41 56 53 47 56 61 48 52 45 51
Robbery 52 54 53 53 56 51 85 57 56 5 53 54 54 58 55 57 51
Assault 44 45 45 48 44 43 42 45 44 46 46 45 46 48 48 46 43
Aggravated 52 53 56 58 51 53 51 64 52 58 5 55 58 59 60 54 52
Simple 38 39 39 4 39 37 37 40 39 40 41 40 40 H 38 M 38
Crimesof theft 22 25 26 27 25 25 24 27 27 27 26 2 27 28 28 27 29
Personallarceny
With contact 33 34 35 8 37 34 8 36 40 33 36 31 33 38 3 35 30
Withoutcontact 22 24 26 26 24 24 24 27 26 27 26 26 27 28 27 27 28
Household crimes 38% 37% 39% 88% 88% 36% 36% 39% 39% 39% 87% 38% 39% 41% 40% 40% 41%
Household burglary 47 48 49 48 49 47 48 5y 51 49 49 48 50 52 52 5 50
Household larceny 25 25 27 27 25 24 25 28 2 27 25 27 27 28 27 26 28
Motorvehicle theft 68 67 71 69 68 66 68 69 67 72 69 69 71 73 75 13 76
Trends In reporting crimes to the police, 1973-89
General trends Violent crime trends Household crime trends
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Chareacteristics of victims

As In the past, crime rates varled consid-
erably according to the demographic charac-
teristics of victims. Males, younger persons,
blacks, Hispanics, residents of central citiss,
and the poor tended to have higher risks of
victimization than persons who did not share
these characteristics (table 7).

Males sustained significantly higher rates of
violent crimes than females, For example,
for every 1,000 males therg were 11.9
aggravated assaults, for every 1,000
females, 4.2. Males were also at greater risk
of being victims of personal theft than were
femalas,

Blacks were more likely than whites to be
victimized in a violent crime; the rate for
robbery, for example, was 12.9 per 1,000
persons for blacks and 4.4 per 1,000 whites
or members of other racial groups. However,
the rates of personal theft for the three raclal
categories did not differ significantly.

Persons under age 25 had higher victimiza-
tion rates for both crimes of violence and
crimes of theft than did older persons. For
each age group 25 or older, the crime rates
for violence and personal theft were signifi-
cantly lower than the rates for the next
younger category.

Although similar to non-Hispanics In the
rate of personal theft, Hispanics had a sig-
nificantly higher violent crime rate. For
example, for every 1,000 Hispanics thers
were 11.7 robberies, compared to 4.9 rob-
beries for every 1,000 non-Hispanics.

In general, persons from households with low
Incomes sustained a higher risk of violent
crimes than persons from wealthier house-
holds. Far example, persons residing in a
household with less than $7,500 in income
had significantly higher rates for both robbery
and assault than did persons from any other
income group. This pattern did not apply to
crimes of theft; those persons with a house-
hold income of less than $7,500 had per-
sonal theft rates that were not significantly
different from those parsons with a house-
hold income of $50,000 or more.

Table 7. Victimization rates for persons age 12 or older,
by type of crime and sex, age, race, ethnicity, Income,
and locality of residerite of victims, 1989
Victimizations per 1,000 persons age 12 oroldey D
Crimesofviolence
Assault Crimes
Total Total* Robbery Total Aggravated Simple of theft
Sex
Male 109.6 37.0 7.6 29.3 11.9 17.4 72.86
Female 86.8 21.8 3.4 17.2 4.9 12.3 65.0
Age
12-15 162.2 62.9 9.5 52.3 14.2 38.2 99.3
16-19 188.1 73.8 10.4 61.5 23.2 38.3 115.3
20-24 1753 57.8 9.1 4741 17.2 29.9 117.5
25-34 118.6 34.9 7.0 2741 9.7 17.4 83.7
35-49 84.5 20.8 4.5 15,7 6.3 8.5 63.8
50-64 48.7 7.9 2.4 5.5 2.0 3.5 40.8
65 orolder 23.5 3.9 1.5 2.2 1.2 1.0 198.6
Race
White 97.0 28.2 4.4 231 8.0 15.1 68.8
Black 105.0 36.0 12.9 22.1 10.0 12.1 69.0
Other 81.7 27.3 4.4 228 7.8 15.1 64.3
Ethnicity
Hispanic 109.9 39.4 11.7 27.1 10.3 16.8 70.6
Non-Hispanic 96.8 28.3 4.9 22.7 8.1 14,8 8.5
Family income
Less than $7,500 121.4 50.2 12.3 36.3 13.0 23,2 71.2
$7,500-$9,999 83.6 31.8 6.0 24.9 8.2 15.7 51.8
$10,000-$14,999 96.3 34.8 7.4 26.8 8.9 17.9 61.5
$15,000-$24,999 94.9 29.3 4.0 24.6 8.8 15.8 65.6
$25,000-$29,999 97.8 27.9 4.7 23.0 8.0 15.0 69.9
$30,000-$49,999 91.4 281 3.3 19.3 6.3 13.0 68.4
$50,0000r more 98.1 20.0 3.3 16.5 6.3 10.2 78.1
Residernce
Central city 126.1 38.3 9.8 27.5 10.6 16.9 87.9
Suburban 97.2 27.2 4.2 22.4 7.6 14.8 70.0
Nonmetropalitan
areas 67.3 22.0 2.5 198.0 6.8 12.2 45.3
*Includes data on rape not shown separately.

Place of residence played an important role
in crime rates. For personal crimes of both
violence and theft, central ¢ity residents had
significantly higher rates than suburbanites,
who had significantly higher rates than those
living in nonmetropolitan areas.

Place of residence also played a role in the
rate of household crimes. As with personal
crime, central clty households wers victim-
ized more often than suburban housseholds
(table 8). Households in nonmetropolitan
areas had the lowest crime rates.

Households headed by blacks were victim-
ized more than thoss headed by whites or
persons of other racial groups. Likewise,
households headed by Hispanics had higher
household crime rates than did households
headed by non-Hispanics.

Households that rented their residence had
a household crime rate of 224 per 1,000
houssholds, while households that owned
or were in the process of buying their resl-
dence had the significantly lower rate of 140.




Survey methodology and sampling error

The National Crime Survey measures per-
sonal and household offenses, including
crimes not reported to the police, by inter-
viewing all the occupants of the housing units
selected to comprise a representative sam-
ple. Each housing unit is interviewed at
6-month intervals, with interviews for different
residences spaced out over the year. In
1989, approximately 97,000 people In 48,000
housing units were interviewed about the
crimes they had experienced in the previous
6 months. These numbers reflect a 96%
response rate.

Each person interviewed is asked about

the crimes he or she may have experienced
over the previous 6 months. Because
responses to questions may be erronecusly
recorded, questions may not be answered
correctly, or some people may forget to men-
tion crimes, a certain amount of error is
inherent to the data. The NCS was designed
to eliminate as many of these srrors as pos-
sible.

Another source of error comes from taking
a sample instead of a complete census.
Since the NCS cannot question everyons,
a sampling srror (standard errar) is associ-
ated with every number in this report. In
general, if the difference between two num-
bers is greater than twice the standard error
for that difference, then the two numbers
can be declared significantly different at

the 95% confidence level. This means that
about 95% of the time the two numbers are
truly different, and roughly 5% of the time
the sample will be imprecise enough that it
detects a difference which does not actually
exist. Similarly, if the difference is greater
than 1.6 standard errors, the results are sig-
nificant at the 90% confidence level. Every-
thing described in the text as significantly
different is at or above the 90% confidence
level. If the difference between two numbers
is less than 1.6 standard errors, then the two
numbers arg described as not measurably
different.

Preliminary estimates

In May 1990 the Bureau of Justice Statistics
released preliminary NCS victimization lev-
els, rates, and police reporting data for 1989.
For most crimes the preliminary rate esti-
mates were close to the final ones. For
example, the rate for crimes of violence
decreased 1.2% from 29.5 victimizations per
1,000 persons In the preliminary estimate

to 29.1 In the final estimate (table 9).°

Preliminary numbers Indicated that all per-
sonal crimes except the completed robbery
level had not changed measurably from
1988. Final estimates confirmed the earller
findings, except for completed robbery, which
remained unchanged from 1988, and the rate
of completed personal larceny with contact,
which increased marginally.

®Far a complete discussion of preliminary estimation

procedures, ses Criminal Victimization, 1983, BJS
Bulletin, NCJ-93869, June 1984.

Table 8, Household victimization rates, by type Table 9. Preliminary and final estimates
of crime and race, ethnicity, income, residence, for victimization levels and rates, 1989
and form of tenure of head of household, 1989
Number ofvictimizations
Victimizations per 1,000 househalds {in 1,000's) Victimization rates
House- Motor Prelim- Parcant Prelim- Percent
hold vehicle inary_ Final change inary Final change
Total Burglary larceny theft
Personal crimes 20,315 19,691 -3.1% 100.9 97.8 <3.1%
Race Crimas of violence 5,933 5,861 -1.2 29.5 29.1 -1.2
White 162.2 52.1 92,7 17.4 Rape 117 135 16.2 5 7 156.5
Black 228.2 88.4 109.0 30.8 Robbery 1,162 1,092 -6.1 5.8 5.4 -6.1
Other 171.4 58.3 84.2 28.9 Assault 4,661 4,634 -6 23.2 23.0 -8
Aggravated 1,681 1,665 -1.6 8.5 8.3 ~1.8
Ethnicity Simple 2,969 2,969 - 14.7 14.7 <9
Hispanic 271.4 85.2 143.7 42.5 Crimes of theit 14,385 13,829 -3.9 715 68.7 -3.9
Non-Hispanic 163.0 54.5 91.0 17.5 Pergonal larceny
With contact 560 543 -3.0 2.8 2.7 -2.9
Family Income Without contact 13,825 13,287 -3.9 68.7 66.0 -3.9
Lessthan$7,500 193.4 82.1 98.0 13.2
$7,600-$9,999 162.7 62.2 88.5 12.1 Household crimes 15,768 16,128 2.3% 166.0 169.8 2.4%
$10,000-$14,999 178.1 56.3 103.1 18.7 Houssehold burglary 5,275 5,352 1.5 55.5 56.4 1.6
$15,000-$24,999 170.0 55.8 83.9 20.3 Household larceny 8,780 8,955 2.0 92.4 94.4 2.1
$25,000-$29,999 175.4 53.4 103.0 19.0 Motor vehicle theft 1,728 1,820 5.6 1841 19.2 5.8
$30,000-$49,999 158.4 46.9 91.3 20.2
$50,000 or more 165.3 531 89.2 23.1 Note: Detall may not add to totals shown older or per 1,000 households. Percent
) because of rounding. Vitimization retes are change is based on unrounded numbaers.
Rec?:::::;??:i:y 2351 771 197.2 30,7 calculated on the basis of the number of --Lass than 0.05%.
Suburban 149.0 466 83.2 17.2 victimizations per 1,000 persons age 12 or
Nonmetropolitan
areas 126.2 44,2 73.2 8.8
Form of tenure
Home owned 139.9 45.2 79.9 14.7
Home rentad 224.1 76.5 120.4 27.2




The preliminary estimates for household
crimes showed more variability than the ones
for personal crimes. Often a rate or level will
increase or decrease but not be significantly
different because of the number of cases
comprising the estimate. As the sample size
increases, the standard error decreases,
and a difference that was insignificant in the
preliminary estimate may gain significance.
Thus, while the preliminary 1989 level for
completed household larceny was higher
than the 1988 level, the increase was not
statistically significant. However, the final
estimates indicated that the completed
household larceny level had increased
significantly.
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™ National Victims
Resource Center

provides vital information

The National Victims Resource Center
(NVRC) is a national clearinghouse for vic-
tims information funded by the Office for
Victims of Crime, U.S. Department of Justice.
Like the Justice Statistics Clearinghouse,
sponsored by the Bureau of Justice Statistics
(BJS), the NVRC is one of several information
resources maintained by the National Crimi-
nal Justice Reference Service (NCJRS). When
you contact the NVRC, information special-
ists will provide you with access to the fol-
lowing resources:

B More than 7,000 victim-related books and
articles covering child physical and sexual
abuse, victims services, domestic violence,
victim-witness programs, and violent crime
included in the NCJRS data base.

B National victimization statistics from the
BJS National Crime Survey.

B Federally sponsored victim-related re-
search studies.

B Names, addresses, and telephone num-
bers of people to contact for information
and assistance.

# Information on State victims compensa-
tion programs funded by the Office for
Victims of Crime.

Learn About Victims Issues
and Programs

From the clearinghouse you can get free
publications, borrow hard-to-find publica-
tions, and buy selected videotapes. The
NVRC information specialists can also con-
duct data base searches designed especially
for your needs.

The NVRC is the single most comprehensive
source of victim information: it can refer vic-
tims to programs that help soften the blow,
ease their recovery from trauma, and educate
them about the aftermath of crime.

If we can be of assistance, call us at
(301) 251-5525 or 251-5519,
or write

National Victims Resource Center
Box 6000-AJE
Rockville, MD 20850




Drugs & Crime Data

Drugs & Crime Data
Center & Clearinghouse

lilicit drugs—
Cultivation to
conseguences

The worldwide drug business

Cultivation & production
Foreign
Domestic

Distribution
Export
Transshipment
import into U.S.

Finance
Money laundering
Profits

The fight against drugs

Enforcement
Border interdiction
Investigation
Seizure & forfeiture
Prosecution

Consumption reduction
Prevention
Education
Treatment

Consequences of drug use

Abuse
Addiction
Overdose
Death

Crime
While on drugs
For drug money
Trafficking

Impact on justice system

Social disruption

The Drugs & Crime Data Center &
Clearinghouse is funded by the Bureau
of Justice Assistance and directed by
the Bureau of Justice Statistics of the
U.S. Department of Justice.

Major heroin smuggling routes into the United States

DEA Quarterly Intelligence Trends
14

One free phone call can give you access
to a growing data base on drugs & crime

The Drugs & Crime Data Center &
Clearinghouse is managed by the
Bureau of Justice Statistics. To serve
you, the center will —

« Respond to your requests
for drugs and crime data.

o Let you know about new drugs and
crime data reports.

¢ Send you reports on drugs and crime.

e Conduct special bibliographic
searches for you on specific drugs
and crime topics.

o Refer you to data on epidemiot
ogy, prevention, and treatment of
substance abuse at the National
Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug
Information of the Alcohol, Drug
Abuse, and Mental Health Adminis-
tration.

« Publish special reports on subjects
such as assets forfeiture and seizure,
economic costs of drug-related

crime, drugs and violence, drug laws
of the 50 States, drug abuse and
corrections, and innovative law
enforcement reactions to drugs and
crime.

o Prepare a comprehensive, concise
report that will bring together a rich
array of data to trace and quantify
the full flow of illicit drugs from
cultivation to consequences.

Major cocaine smuggling rsutes
into the United States

DEA Quarterly
Inteiligence Trends

Call now and speak to a specialist
in drugs & crime statistics:

1-800-666-3332

Or write to the Drugs & Crime Data
Center & Clearinghouse

1600 Research Boulevard
Rockville, MD 20850




Now you can receive BJS press releases
and other current data from the NCJRS
Electronic Bulletin Board!

The Electronic Bulletin Board
provides quick and easy
access to new information-—
use your personal computer
and modem, set at 8—N-—1
(rates 300 to 2400 baud),
and call 301-738-8895,

24 hours a day.

Once online, you will be able
to review current news and
announcements from BJS
and its Justice Statistics
Clearinghouse, including
new publication listings

and conference calendars.

For more information
about the Bulletin
Board, call

1-800-732-3277.
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Bureau of Justice Statistics
reports

‘vised October 1990)
1 toll-free 800-732-3277 (local 301-

251-5500) to order BJS reports, to be
added to one of the BJS mailing lists,
or {o speak to a reference specialist in
statistics at the Justice Statisticr
Clearinghouse, National Crimina!
Justice Reference Service, Box 6000,
Rockville, MD 20850.
BJS maintains the following mailing
lists:
*¢ Law enforcement reports {new)
Drugs and crime data (new)
Justice spending & employment
White-collar crime
National Crime Survey (annual)
Corrections {annual)
Courts {annual)
Privacy and security of criminal
history information and
information policy
® Federal statistics (annual)
@ BJS bulletins and special reports
(approximately twice a month)
® Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual)
Single copies of reports are free; use
NCJ number to order. Postage and
handling are charged for bulk orders
of single reports. For single copies of
multipie titles, up to 10 titles are free;
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20;
libraries call for special rates.
Public-use tapes of BJS data sets
and other criminal justice data are
avaitable from the National Archive of
Criminal Justice Data (formerly
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, M|
48106 (toll-free 1-800-999-0960).
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The Nation’s two crime measures: Uniform
Crime Reports and the National Crime
Survey, NCJ-122705, 4/90

Criminal victimization in the U.S.:

1989 press release, 590
1988 (final), NCJ-122024, 10/90
1887 (final report), NCJ-115524, 6/89
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Crime prevention measures, NC.1-100438,
3/86

The use of weapons in committing crimes,
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The economic cost of crime to victims,
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Family violence, NCJ-93449, 4/84

BJS bulletins:

Criminal victimization 1989, NCJ-125615,
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Crime and the Nation's households, 1988,
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technical reports
ew directions for the NCS, NCJ-115571,
3/89
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Redesign of the National Crime Survey,
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The seasonality of crime victimization,
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Corrections

BJS bulletins and special reports:

Capital punishment 1989, NCJ-124545, 10/90

Victims of violent State prison inmates,
NCJ-124133, 7/90

Prisoners in 1989, NCJ-122716, 5/90

Prison rule violators, NCJ-120344, 12/89

Capttal punishment 1988, NCJ-118313, 7/88
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Time served in prison and on parole 1984,
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Profile of State prison inmates, 1986,
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imprisonment in four countries,
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Population density in State prisons,
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State and Federal prisoners, 1925-85,
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The prevalence of imprisonment,
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10/90
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Historical statistics on prisoners ip State and
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NCJ-111098, 6/88
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BJS bulletins and special reports:
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Census of local jails, 1983: Data for
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Our crowded jails: A national plight,
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Parole and probation

BJS bulletins
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Setting prison terms, NCJ-76218, 8/83

BJS special reports
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Children in custody
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Public juvenile facilities, 1985
(bulletin), NCJ-102457, 10/86

+U.S, G.P.0. 1991-282-055:40011

Law enforcement management
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agencies, NCJ-113949, 3/88
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Justice expenditure and employment:
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1983, NCJ-101776, 7/86

Anti-drug abuse formula grants: Justice
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BJS bulletins:

Felony sentences in State courts,
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[J Piease put me on the mailing list for—

[J Law enforcement reports—national
data on State and local police and
sheriffs’ departments: operations,
equipment, personnel, salaries,
spending policies, programs

[J Federal statistics—data describing
Federal case processing, from inves-
tigation through prosecution,
adjudication, and corrections

{J Drugs and crime data—sentencing
and time served by drug offenders,
drug use at time of crime by jail
inmates and State prisoners, and
other quality data on drugs, crime,
and law enforcement

{3 BJS bulletins and special reports—
timely reports of the most current
justice data

] White-collar crime—data on the
processing of Federal white-collar
crime cases

(O Privacy and security of criminal
history information and information
policy—new legislation; maintaining
and releasing intelligence and inves-
tigative records; data quality
issues

O Justice expenditure and employment
reports—annual spending and
staffing by Federal/State/local
governments and by function
(police, courts, etc.)

[ Prosecution and adjudication in
State courts—case processing from
prosecution through court disposi-
tion, State felony laws, felony
sentencing, criminal defense
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