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Violent crime

Foreword

In this special report for the Attorney
General's Summit on Law Enforce-
ment Responsas to Violent Crime:
Public Safety In the Ninetles, the
Bureau of Justice Statistics presents
a summary profile of violent crime in
the United States.

Based on findings selected from
recent studies conducted by the
Bureau and from other sources, this
report sumisarizes national data on
violent crims, its victims, and its
perpetrators. It addresses many
important gt::-stions related to violent
crime:

How much violent crime Is there in the
United States?

What are the trends?
Who are the victims?

How does violent crime affect
Its victims?

Who commits violent crime?

How many people are arrested
and convicted for violent crime?

What kinds of sentences do convicted
violent felons receive?

What is the relationship betwesen
drugs and violent crime?

The Bureau of Justice Statistics
through this special report as well as
its other reports and bulletins seeks
to assist both policymakers and those
on the front lines combating violent
crime In the 1990's. Only after gaining
a firm understanding of the extent and
the complexity of violent crime can our
Nation fashion an effective response
and take appropriate action to en-
hance the safety of our citizens.

The Bureau of Justice Statistics, in
conjunction with the Office of Policy
Development and the Office of Liaison
Services, is coordinating the Attorney
General's Summit. We are proud to
be part of this summit with participants
from the Department of Justice and
with representatives of State and
local criminal justice agencles and
communities across the Nation.

Steven D. Dillingham, Ph.D.
Director

Violent Crime in the United States lii
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Violent crime

How much violent crime is
there in the United States?

» Figures from the Natlonal Crime
Survey (NCS) show that In 1989 there
were an estimated 5,861,050 violent
victimizations in the United States in-
cluding 135,410 rapes, 1,091,830 rob-
beries, and 4,633,800 assaults.* NCS
data are based on interviews with
victims and Include offenses whether
or not the victim reported the crime to
the police. In 1989, 45% of the violent
victimizations were reported to the
police.

*The National Crime Survey (NCS) s the second
largest ongoing housshold survey that the Federal
Government administers. Every 6 months for 3
years, 101,000 persons age 12 or older in 50,000
households are interviewed regarding their experi-
encas as crime victims, if any. Data provided by the
victim to the NCS include whather or not the crime
was reported to law enforcement agencies, charac-
teristics of both the victim and offender, time and
place of occurrence of the crime, and informetion
about the outcome of the victimization, such as time
lost from work and medical care the vicim may
have received.

2 Violent Crime in the United States

= in 1889 there were 21,500 murders
according to the Uniform Crime Re-
ports (UCR).

m In 1989 an estimated 4.6 million
households, or about 5% of all house-
holds nationwide, had a member who
experienced one or more violent
crimes.

@ The chance of being a violent crime
victim (with or without injury) is greater
than that cf being hurt in a traffic acci-
dent.

Sources: Criminal Victimization in
the United States, 1989, BJS, forth-
coming. Crime in the United Statss
1989, FBI, August 1990. Crime and
the Nation's Households, 1989, BJS
Bulletin, Septernber 1880. Report to
the Nation on Crime and Justice:
Second Edition, BJS, 1988.
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What are the trends In violent
crime?

u NCS data on raps, robbery, and ag-
gravated and simple assault show that
these crimes increased from 1973 to
1981, dropped between 1981 and
1986, and have increased slightly
since then. Nevertheless, 1989 levels
:vere 11% below the peak year of
981.

s The UCR Index of criminal incidents
reported to law enforcement agencles
has evidenced increases In all crime
categories since 1985. When violent
Incidents reported in 1985 and 1989
are compared, law enforcement au-
thorities registered a 24% increass in
the number of offenses reported to
them — from about 1.3 million to 1.6
million nationwide. Aggravated as-
sauits (up by 32%) reflected the
largest percentage gain among the
Index categories of violence, followed
by —

— robbery (up 16%)

— murder and nonnegligent
manslaughter (up 13%)

— forcible rape (up about 7%).

In 1985 violent offenses accounted for
11% of the total UCR Index offenses
(both violent and property offenses)
reported by law enforcement agencies
and 12% of those reported in 1989,

Violent Crime in the United States 3
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Vielent crimetrends, 1973-88
Violent orimes measured by NC8 and MCR

Number of victimizations orreported crimes

5,000,000

2,500,000

1973 1974 1975 1876 1977 1978 1879 1880 1861 1882 1983 1684 1985 1988 1687 1988
Note: NCSmeasures the violent crimes ofraps, robbery, and aggravated and simple assault,

UCR measures the violentcrimes of murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, forcible raps,
robbery, and aggravated assault.

Rapee, rovberiee, and aggravated assaults repcrted tothepolice

Numberofvictimizations orreported crimes

1,500,000

1,000,000

1873 1974 1975 1976 1977 1878 1979 1980 1981 1882 1883 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

Sourcas: BJS Bulletin, Criminal Victimization 1988, October 1989, Crime in the United States 1988
and earlier editions, FBland computations.
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® Per capita measures of crime victim-
Izatlon, referred to as victimization
rates, take into account population
growth over time and allow for com-
parisons among subgroups in the
population. The NCS victimization
rate is the number of victimizations
per 1,000 resident population age 12
or older. In 1989 about 1 In 34 per-
sons age 12 or older was the victim
of a violent crime. NCS data, based
upon the self-reports of crime victims,
indicate that —

— from 1973 through 1987, rates

of violent victimization for males
declined from 48.2 per 1,000 males
aged 12 or older to 38.7, while fomale
rates of violent victimization changed
fittle (23.9 in 1973 and 24.0 In 1987)

— the assaulit rate reached an all-
time low in 1986 of 22.3 per 1,000 pet-
sons age 12 or older, with a level of
23.0 recorded in 1989

— the robbery rate reached an all-
time low in 1985 of 5.1, with a level
of 5.4 in 1989. Even though the rob-
bety rate has been increasing in re-
cent years, it has not yet reached the
rates measured in the 10 years prior
to 1983.

Trendsinviolent victimization

Rate per 1,000 pareons age 12 or older

10

0 ) i ‘ o !
1973 1977 1981

Source: BJS Bulletin, Criminal Victimization 1983, October 1880.

Assault

1085 1089
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m The percentage of U.S. households  1900. After dropping from 1933 io
with at least one famlly member who 1958, the homicide rate climbed to

was & victim of violent crime has de- an all-time high In 1980. In 1988 the
clined from 5.8% in 187510 4.9% In homiclde rate was 16% less than In
1989, staying at levels less than 5.0%  1980.

since 1984.

Saurces: Criminal victimization
1989, BJS Bullatin, October 1890,

= UCR found that the murder rate Famale viciims of violent crime,
peaked in 1980 at 10.2 murders per ZJShJatgua% 1991}7 %s:m? ;g;d
100,000 population and then dropped o Nation's Houssholds, 1989,

to 7.9 In 1984, climbing again to 8.6 D Ll e G,
In 1986. In 1989 the rate was 8.7. FBI, August 1990, Vital statistics
Coroners' reports confirm the UCR of the United States, National Cen-
trends and also show that homicide tar for Health Statistics.

rates have varied substantially since

Homiclds rate trends, 1900-88

Rato par 100,000 population

10

0
1900 1925 1950 1975 1988

Source: Vital Statistics of the United States, National Center for Health Statistics
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Where does violent crime occur?

o Persons who live In central cities are
more likely to be violent crime victims
than persons who live in suburban or
rural areas. Persons who live In citles
of 250,000 to 499,999 population have
the highest violent victimization rates.

m In 1989, 14% of violent crime inci-
dents occurred at the victim's home;
8% near home; 4% on the street near
home; and 7% at or near a friend's,
relative's, or nelghbor's home. Twen-
ty-three percent of violent crimes oc-
curred on the street but not near the
victim's or a friend's home; 11% took
place in school or on school property.

& In 1989 the West had the highest
rate of violent crime, 36.4 crimes per
1,000 persons 12 or older, followed by
the South and the Midwest. The
Northeast recorded the lowest rate of
violent crime, 23.1 per 1,000 persons.

Sources: Criminal Vietimization

in the United States 1989, BJS,

forthcoming. Criminal Victmiza-
tion 1989, BJS Bulletin, October
1990.

7

Who are the victims of violent
crime?

Although persons of all ages, races,
and income levals are victims of vio-
lent crime, some Indlviduals — specifl-
cally males, blacks, teenagers and
young adults, persons In low Income
families, and persons living In central
cities — are at higher risk of experl-
encing a violent crime than others.

Race and ethnicity

& Blacks are more ilkely than whites to
be victims of a violent crime. In recent
yaars blacks had a rate of 44.3 and
whites had a rate of 34.5. Blacks ex-
perience higher rates of rape, robbery,
and aggravated assault, but whites
have a higher victimization rate for
simple assault,

® The murder victimization rate for
blacks is about 6 times the rate for
whites. In 1989, 50 of every 100 mur-
der victims were black, 49 were white
and the remainder were persons of
other races.

m From 1979 to 1986, Hispanics had
higher rates of violent crime than non-
Hispanics. In recent years, Hispanics
had a rate of 39.6 and non-Hispanics
had a rate of 35.3.

Violent Crime In the United States 7
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more likely to be violent crime victims
than persons who live in suburban or
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Who are the victims of violent
crime?

© Although persons of all ages, races,
and income levals are victims of vio-
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yaars blacks had a rate of 44.3 and
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perience higher rates of rape, robbery,
and aggravated assaulit, but whites
have a higher victimizatlon rate for
simple assault.

® The murder victimization rate for
blacks is about 6 times the rate for
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and the remainder were persons of
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had a rate of 39.6 and non-Hispanics
had a rate of 35.3.
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Age

m Violent crime is more likely to strike
the young than the elderly.

s Young persons age 12 to 24 have
the highest victimization rates for vio-
lent crime. Beginning at age 25, rates
of violent crime decrease as age In-
creases. Elderly persons (age 65 or
older) have the lowest violent crime
victimization rate:

Violent crime viclimization
Age rate per 1,000 persons, 1989
12-15 63
16-19 74
20-24 58
25-34 35
35-48 21
50-64 8
65 and older 4

s Homiclde was the second leading
cause of death for persons age 15 to
34 ysars old in 1988, trailing only acci-
dents.

Sex

= Except for raps, violent crime Is
more likely to strike men than women.
In 1989 the differences in rates be-
tween men and women were aspe-
clally pronounced for aggravaiad
assault: 11.9 assaults per 1,000 men
versus 4.9 per 1,000 women.

8 Violent Crime in the United States

m About 25% of the incidenis reported
by female victims of violence were
committed by family members or inti-
mates, and an additional 27% were
committed by other people whom the
victims knew. Offenders who were
strangers to the victims accounted for
about 44% of the violent incidents de-
scribed by women. By contrast, male
victims of violence report that about
4% of the Incldents they experienced
were committed by family members or
intimates, 27% by other friends or ac-
quaintances, and 65% were commit-
ted by strangers.

Income

w Persons with low family incomes are
more likely to be viclent crime victims
than more affluent individuals. Per-
sons with a family income below
$7,500 have a violent crime rate that
Is about 2 1/2 times as high as the
rate for persons with a family income
of $50,000 or mors.

Sources: Report ‘o the Nation on
Crime and Justice, Second Edition,
BJS, 1988. Black Victims, BJS Bul-
letin, April 1890. BJS Data Repori,
1988, BJS, May 1989, Hispanic Vie-
tims, BJS Bulletin, January 1880,
Criminal Victimization In the United
Stateg 1989, BJS, forthcoming. Up-
date of Report to the Nation on Crime
and Justice from the "Annual Sum-
mary of Births, Marrlages, Divorces,
and Deaths: United States, 1988,"
Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Na-
tional Center for Health Statistics, July
1989. Female Victims of Violent
Crime, BJS, January 1991,
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How does violent crime affect
its victims?

& An estimated 28% of violent crime
victims are injured during the crime;
0.3% are killed; 13% require medical
attention. For 7% of all violent crime
victims, the injury is serious anough
to require hospital care; and for 1% an
overnight hospital stay Is necessary.

@ On average, 2.2 million victims are
injured from violent crime each year;
1 miilion receive medical care; half

a million are treated in an emergency
room or hospital.

= Among those victims injured in
rapes, robberies, and aggravated as-
saults in recent years, an estimated
22,870 received gunshot wounds
each year, 76,930 received knife
wounds, and 141,460 suffered broken
bones or teeth knocked out.

= Rates of Injury from violent crime
are highest for males, blacks, persons
age 19 to 24, persons who are sepa-
rated or divorced, those earning less
than $10,000 annually, and residents
of central cities.

= More than 50% of the women who
were victims of violence committed by
family members or intimates said they
were Injured, 23% sald they recelved
medical treatment, and 10% sald their
injuries were serious enough to re-
quire medical care in a hospital.

m In 1989 the estimated cost of violent
crime (excluding homicide) to victims
was about $1.5 billion, which included
losses from medical expenses, lost
pay, property theft and damage, cash
losses, and other crime-related costs.*

s About 10% of victims of violent
crime lost time from work in 1989, Of
those who lost time from woik, 18%
were absent from work for less than
one day, and 50% lost 1 to 5 days of
work. Eleven percent lost 6 to 10
days of work, and 15% lost 11 or more
days from work as a result of their In-

jury.

*These lossee do not include such costs as criminal
Justice system costs or increased insurance premi-
ums.

Sources: Injuriss from Crime, BJS
Bulletin, May 1989 and Crime in
the United States 1988, FBI, Au-
gust 1989, Female Victims of Vio-
lent Crime, BJS, Jenuary 1981.
Criminal Victimization in the United
States 1989, BJS, forthcoming.
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Who commits violent crime?

w Of all violent crimes, 55% are com-
mitted by strangers, 32% by acquain-
tances, and 8% by relatives. In 1989
persons not known to the victim com-
mitted 3.2 million violent crimes.

u Nearly 25% of all violent crime
Incidents are committed by two or
more offenders; 13% are committed
by three or more offenders. Crimes
committed by strangers are more
likely to involve multiple offenders
than are crimes by known persons.

w Of murder victims in 1989, 15%
were Killed by relatives, 39% by
acquaintances, 13% by strangers, and
33% In circumstances whera the rela-
tionship was not known.

m Among all female murder victims

in 1989, 28% were killed by husbands
or boyfriends. Five percent of male
victims were killed by wives or girl-
friends.

a In about 31% of rapes, robberies,
and assaults, the offender was young-
er than 21, according to the victir:s

of violent crims in 1989.

Sources: Criminal Victimization in
the United States 1989, BJS, forth-
coming. Crime In the United
States 1988, FBI, August 1880,

10 Violent Crime In the United States

How often are firearms used
in committing violent crime?

r Offenders brandished or used
firearms in 11% of all violent crimes
committed during 1989. Firearms
were used to commit —

62% of all homicides

20% of all robbseries

10% of ali assaults

6% of all rapes.

m According to UCR data, nearly
12,000 people were murdered with
firearms in 1989.

e Handguns were present in 27%

of all violent crime incidents involving
offenders armed with weapons in
1989. Offenders had a handgunin
4 out of 5 of those Incidents where a
firearm was present.

® Twenty-one percent of female vic-
tims of violence who were attacked by
a family member or intimate sald the
offender used a weapon - about a
third of these victims sald the weapon
was a gun,
Sources: Criminal Victimization
in the United States 1989, BJS,
forthcoming. Crime in the United
States, 1989, FBI, August 1880,

Female Victims of Violsnt Crime,
BJS, January 1991,
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How many people are arrested
for violent crime?

m The FBI estimates thatin 1989
1,664,370 people were arrested for
serious violent offenses — including
— 22,300 for murder and
nonnegilgent manslaughter

— 39,110 for forcible rape

— 165,060 for robbery

— 459,000 for aggravated assault
— 978,900 for other assaults,

a Between 1980 and 1989 the number
of arrests for serious violent offenses
increased by nearly 73%.

w Violent crimes are more likely to be
cleared by arrest than other crimes.
In 1989 the clearance rate was —
68% for murder

52% for forcible rape

26% for robbery

57% for aggravated assault.

Sources: Crime in the United
States 1989, F8I, August
1880. Crime in the United
States 1980, FBl, September
1981.

How likely are persons arrested
for violent crime to ke released
and be rearrested for another
crime while awaiting trial?

m In 1988 In the Natlon's 75 largest
counties, an estimated 59% of all
felons arrested for a violent crime
were released into the community
pending the disposition of their cases.

m Of the violent felony defendants who
were released, 20% tailed to appear in
court and 16% were rearrested for an-
other felony while awaiting trial.

Sources: Pretrial Release of
Felony Dofandants, 1888, BJS
Bulletin, February 1991,
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How many people are convicted
for violent crime?

a In 1988 an estimated 99,900 of the
667,000 felony convictions In State
courts were for violent crimes and In-
cluded 9,340 convictions for murder
and nonnegligent manslaughter,
15,562 for rape, 37,432 for robbery,
and 37,566 for aggravated assault.

m Violent offenses are most liksly to
be handled by the States and locali-
ties. In 1988 there were an estimated
99,900 violent convictions in State
courts, as compared to 2,241 in U.S.
district courts. In State courts, violent
offenses represented a larger propor-
tion of all convictions (15%) than they
did in U.S. district courts (5%).

Sources: Felony Sentences.in
State Courts, 1988, BJS Bulletin,
1988, December 1990, Faderal
Criminal Case Processing, 1980-
87, BJS, forthcoming.
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What kinds of sentences do
convicted violent felons receive?

m Convicted violent felons are more
likely to recelve sentences to incarcer-
ation than are other convicted felons.
In 1988 State courts imposed sen-
tences to incarceration In local jails or
State prison in 85% of the murder and
nonnegligent manslaughter convic-
tions, 87% of the rape convictions,
89% of the robbery convictions, and
72% of thie convictions for aggravated
assault.

m For convicted violent felons receiv-
Ing a sentence to State prison, the av-
erage sentence recelved and the
expected time to be served were —

Average Expscted time

Offense sontence to be served
Murder or
nonnegligent
manslaughter 18yrs.11mos.  6yrs. 7 mos.
Rape 15yrs. 3mos.  5yrs.11 mos.
Robbery gyrs. 6 mos.  3yrs, 2mos.
Aggravated
assault 7 yrs. 6 mos. 2 yre. 8 mos.

s On December 31, 1989, there were
2,250 offenders under sentence of
death in 34 States, All had been con-
victed of murder except for one Mis-
slssippl prisoner who had been con-
victed of the capital rape of a minor.

Between January 1, 1977, and De-
cember 31, 1989, 120 executions aito-
gether were carried out by 13 States.

Sources: Felony Sentences in
State Courts, 1988, BJE Bulletin,
December 1880. Capital Punish-
ment 1989, BJS Bulletin, Septam-
ber 1830,
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What portion of the prison
population is made up
of violent offenders?

u An estimated 55% of offenders con-
fined In State prisons in 1986 had
been convicted of a viclent offense:
11%, of murder

3%, of manslaughter

2%, of kidnaping

4%, of rape

5%, of sexual assault

21%, of robbery

8%, of assault

1%, of other violent offenses.

® When prior conviction offenses are
taken into account, an estimated 66%
of State prison inmates in 1986 were
found to have had a current or past
conviction for a violent crime.

a An estimated 76% of State prisoners
serving time in 1986 for a violent of-
fense had prior sentences to proba-
tion, jall, youth confinement facilities,
or prison — nearly half of these recidi-
vists had previously besn convicted of
violence.

= Among violent offenders Incarcer-
ated in State prisons in 1986 —

— 59% reported that their victim had
been a stranger to them

— 24% sald that their victim was an
acquaintance or friend

-— 10% reported that their victim was
a relative

-~ 7% said that thelir victim was an In-
timate, such as a spouse, ex-spouse,
girifriend, or boyfriend.

= About a third of the men serving
time in State prison in 1986 for a vio-
lent crime had been convicted of the
robbeiy of a stranger. More than a
quarter of violent female State prison-
ers had been convicted of the homi-
cide of a relative or intimate.

s About 1 In 8 violent offenders In
State prisons in 1986 wers serving

a sentence for victimizing a child or
youth age 17 or younger. Violent pris-
oners in 1986 reported more than
40,000 young victims, 71% of whom
had been raped or sexually assaulted.

Sources: Profile of Stata Prison In-
matas, 1986, BJS Speclal Report,
January 1988. Violent State Prison-
ers and Their Victims, BJS Special
Report, July 1980.
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What portion of the juvenlle
correctional population is
made up of vioient offenders?

m An estimated 39% of juvenile
offenders confined in long-term State-
operated juvenile correctional facilities
in 1987 were incarcerated for having
committed a violent crime. Overall,
58% had a current or prior history of
violent offenses.

m Among juvenile offenders with cur-
rent or past histories of violence and
confined in long-term State-operated
facilities, 48% reported at least six
prior arrests, and 24% reported at
least three prior admissions to juvenile
correctional facilities.

& Among juveniles confined in 1987 in
a long-term State-operated institution
for a violent crime, 20% reported
using a gun in the commission of the
crime, and 45% reported that they had
been under the influence of drugs,
alcohol, or both at the time of the vio-
lent offense.

Sources: Survey of Youth in Cus-

tody, 1987, BJS Spacial Report,
September 1988.
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What are the rates of recidivism
for violent offenders?

u A 3-year followup of 108,850 State
prisoners released In 1983 from Insti-
tutions in 11 States found that within
3 years 60% of violent offenders were
rearrested for a felony or serious mis-
demeanor, 42% were reconvicted,
and 37% wers reincarcerated. Of the
violent offenders, 30% were re-
arrested for a new violent crime.
Among nonviolent prisoners released,
19% were rearrested within 3 years
for a new violent crime.

s The 108,850 prisoners who were re-
leased from prisons of 11 States

in 1983 accounted for over 1.6 millicn
arrest charges for the time before they
had entered prison and for the 3 years
afterwards. These arrest charges

included nearly 215,000 arrests for vi-
olent crimes before going to prison
and 50,000 violent crimes within 3
years after release. Altogether they
were arrested for —

— 14,467 homicides

— 7,073 Kidnapings

— 23,174 rapes or sexual assauits
— 101,226 robberies

— 107,130 assaults.

a Many violent offenders entering
prison would still have been in prison
for a previous offense if they had com-
pletely served their prior sentence.

For exampie, for those entering State
prison In 1978, 20% of those entering
for a violent offense — Including 22%
of those convicted of robbery and
23% of those convicted of assault —
fell into this category.

Sources: Recidivism of Prisoners
Released in 1983, BJS Spacial
Report, April 1989. Examining Re-
cidivism, BJS Special Report,
February 1985,
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How much of the Nation's
crime Is committed
by repeat offenders?

a A few criminals commit many
<rimes. Studies In Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania; Racine, Wisconsin;
and Columbus, Ohio, show that 23%
to 34% of the juveniles involved with
crime were responsible for 61% to
68% of ali the crimes committed by
juveniles in the cohort. A California
study of males born in 1956 showed
that a small percentage were respon-
sible for a disproportionate share of all
arrests for ages 18 to 29. Specifically,
6.6% of the juveniles studied were re-
sponsible for 72% of all the arrests for
index crimes from this group.

16 Violent Crime in the United States

s High-rate offenders seldom special-
ize in one type of crime. Instead, they
tend to commit a variety of misde-
meanors and felonies, including both
violent and property offenses,

m Long-term studies show that the
more often a person is arrested, the
greater the chance of being arrested
again. For example, a study of
Philadelphia males born in 1945 found
that 35% were arrested at least once,
54% of those with one arrest had a
second arrest, 65% of those with two
arrests had three arrests, and 72% of
those with three arrests had four ar-
rests.

Sources: Report to the Nation on
Crime and Justica: Second Edition,
BJS, 1988. The Pravalence and In-
cidence of Arrssts Among Young
Males in California, Robert Tillman,
BCS Forum, California Bureau of
Justice Statistics.



Violent crime

What is the relationship
between drugs and vioclent
crime?

® Researchers have Identified three
ways In which drugs are related to
ctime:

psychopharmacological, in which a
drug user commits crime because of
drug-induced changes in physiological
functions, cognitive ability, and mood
economic compulsive, in which a
drug user commits crime in order to
obtain money to buy drugs
systemic, in which violent crime oc-
curs as a part of the drug business
or culture.

a The actual number of drug-related
acts of violence is difficult to measure.
Three cities, however, have studied
the amount of drug-related homicide in
their juriedictions:

— Of 1,263 homicides reported in
New York City in 1884, 24% were
identified as drug-related.

— Of 1,850 homicides recorded in
Miami from 1978 to 1982, 24% were
classified as drug-related.

— In 1985, 21% of the homicides
reported in the District of Columbia
were Identified as drug-related, in-
creasing steadily to 34% In 1986, 51%
in 1987, and to as much as 80% in
1988.

= Victims across the country reported
that they belleve their assallants were
under the influence of drugs in about
12% of violent crime Incidents in
1986-87. An additional 2% of the vic-
tims sald their assallants were under
the influence of drugs or alcohol, but
they were not sure which. In 22% of
the cases, the victims reported that
the offenders were under the influence
of alcohol alone.

u Incarcerated adults and youth report
high levels of drug use. Among those
incarcerated for violent crimes, a third
of State prisoners and more than a
third of the incarcerated youth said
they had been under the influence

of an illagal drug at the time of their
offense. In the montti before the vio-
lent offense for which they were incar-
cerated, 39% of State prison inmates
reported daily drug use, and 16%
reported daily use of a major drug
(cocaine, heroin, PCP, LSD, and
methadone).

Among the violent offenders in State
prison, those Incarcerated for robbery
were the most likely to have used &
major drug dally, (23%); those Incar-
cerated for rape and other sexual
offenses were the least likely to report
such use, 9% and 6%, respectively.
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Additional data from the surveys shed
light on the relationship between
drugs and crime, although not avall-
able separately for violent offenders:

m Overall, more than half of the State
prisoners who had ever used a major
drug (cocalne, heroin, PCP, LSD, or
methadone) reported that they began
their major drug use after their first
arrest. :

w Major drug use (cocains, heroin,
PCP, LSD, and methadonse) is related
to the number of prior convictions for
State prisoners: the greater the use
of major drugs, the more prior convic:
tions the inmate was likely to report.

Sources: Drug Related Crime Anal-
ysis— Homicide, Paul J. Goldstein
and Henry H. Brownstein, a Report
to the National Institute of Justice
Drugs, Alcohol, and Crime Program,
July 1887. "Drugs and Homicide,”
Duane C. McBride, Cindy Burgman-
Habermehl, Jeff Alpert, and Dale D.
Chitwood, Bullstin of the New York
Academy of Medicine, June 1986,
pp. 497-508. Homicide In the District
of Columbia, Office of Criminal Jus-
tice Plans and Analysis, December
1988, p.23. The Radessigned Na-
tional Crime Survey: Selectad New
Data, BJS Special Report, January
1989. Tiug Use and Crime, BJS
Special Report, July 1888. Survey
of Youth in Custody, 1987, BJS Spe-
cial Report, September 1988.
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Source notes

Single copies of any report with an
NCJ number can be obtained free
from the Justice Statistics Clearing-
house, P.O. Box 6000, Rockville, MD
20850; toll-free 800-732-3277 (local
number 301-251-5500).

BJS Data Report, 1988, BJS, NCJ-
116262, May 1989.

Black Vietims, BJS Special Report,
NCJ-122562, Aprii 1990.

Capital Punishment 1989, BJS Bul-
letin, NCJ-124545, September 1990.

Crime and the Nation's Households,
1989, BJS Bulletin, NCJ-124544,
September 1990.

Crime In the United States 1980, FBI,
September 1981,

Crime In the United States 1988, FBI,
August 1989.

Crime In the United States 1989, FBI,
August 1990.

Criminal Vietimization In the United
Rtates, 1989, BJS, forthcoming.

Criminali Victimization 1989, BJS Bul-
letin, NCJ-125615, October 1990.

Drug Related Crime Analysis —
Homilclde, Paul J. Goldsteln and
Henry H. Brownstein, a Report to the
National Institute of Justice Drugs, Al-
cohol, and Crime Program, July 1987.

"Drugs and Homicidse," Duane C.
McBride, Cindy Burgman-Habermehl,
Jeff Alpert, and Dale D. Chitwood,
Bulletin of the New York Academy of
Medlcine, June 1986, pp. 497-508.

Drug Use and Crime, BJS Special
Report, NCJ-111940, July 1988

Examlhlng Recidivism, BJS Special
Report, NCJ-95601, February 1985,

Federal Criminal Case Processing,
1980-87, BJS, NCJ-120069, Mqy
1990.

Felony Sentences In State Courts,
1988, BJS Bulletin, NCJ-126923,
December, 1990.

Female Vietims of Violent Crime,
BJS, NCJ-126826, January 1991,

Hispanie Victims, BJS Special
Report, NCJ-120507, January 1990.
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Homlclde In the District of Colum-
bla, Office of Criminal Justice Plans
and Analysis, December 1988, p. 23,

Infuries from Crime, BJS Bulletin,
NCJ-116811, May 1989,

Pretrial Release of Felony Defen-
dants, 1988, BJS Bulletin, NCJ-
127202, February 1991.

The Prevalence and incidence of
Arrests Among Young Males in Call-
fornla, Robert Tillman, BCS Forum,
California Bureau of Justice Statistics.

Profile of State Prison Inmates,
1986, BJS Special Report, NCJ-
109926, January 1988.

Recldivism of Prisoners Released In
1983, BJS Special Report, NCJ-
116261, April 1989,
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The Redesigned Natlonal Crime Sur-~
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Report, NCJ-1147486, January 1989,

Report to the Nation on Crime and
Justice: Second Edition, BJS, NCJ-
105506, March 1988.

Survey of Youth In Custody, 1967,
BJS Special Report, NCJ-113365,
September 1988.

Violent State Prisoners and Thelr
Vietims, BJS Special Report, NCJ-
124133, July 1990.

Vital Stailstics of the United Siates,
National Center for Health Statistics.

Updatie of Report to the Nation on
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Report, Natlcnal Center for Health
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Now you can receive BJS press releases
and other current data from the NCJRS
Electronic Bulletin Board!

The Electronic Bulletin Board
provides quick and easy
access to new information—
use your personal computer
and modem, set at 8—N—1
(rates 300 to 2400 baud),
and call 301—-738—-8895,

24 hours a day.

Once online, you will be able
to review current news and
announcements from BJS
and its Justice Statistics
Clearinghouse, including
new publication listings

and conference calendars.

For more information
about the Builetin
Board, call

1-800-732-3277.

BJS menu options

. BJS press releases
. Latest BJS flndlngs
. Justice Statistics Clearing-

house.information

. BJS conference activity -
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. National Archive of Crlmmal
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Drugs & Crime Data

Data Center & 5
Clearinghouse for i,
Drugs & Crime %Y

lllicit drugs—
Cuitivation to
consequences

The worldwide drug business

Cultivation & production
Foreign
Domestic

Distribution
Export
Transshipment
Import into U.S.

Finance
Money laundering
Profits

The fight against drugs

Enforcement
Border interdiction
Investigation
Seizure & forfeiture
Prosecution

Consumption reduction
Prevention
Education
Treatment

Consequences of drug use

Abuse
Addiction
Overdose
Death

Crime
While on drugs
For drug money
Trafficking

Impact on justice system

Social disruption

The Data Center & Clearinghouse
for Drugs & Crime is funded by
the Bureau of Justice Assistance
and directed by the Bureau of
Justice Statistics of the U.S.
Department of Justice.

Major heroin smuggling routes into the United States

DEA Quarterly Intelligence Trands

One free phone call can give you access
to a growing data base on drugs & crime

The new Data Center & Clearing-
house for Drugs & Crime is managed
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics.
To serve you, the center will —

o Respond to your requests
for drugs and crime data.

¢ Let you know about new drugs and
crime data reports.

s Send you reports on drugs and crime.

o Conduct special bibliographic
searches for you on specific drugs
and crime topics.

« Refer you to dat: on epidemiol
ogy, prevention, a~d treatment of
substance abuse at the National
Clearinghouse for Alcoho! and Drug
Information of the Alcohol, Drug
Abuse, and Mental Health Adminis-
tration.

o Publish special reports on subjects
such as assets forfeiture and seizure,
economic costs of drug-related

crime, drugs and violence, drug laws
of the 50 States, drug abuse and
corrections, and innovative law
enforcement reactions to drugs and
crime.

« Prepare a comprehensive, concise
report that will bring together a rich
array of data to trace and quantify
the full flow of illicit drugs from
cultivation to consequences.

Major cocaine smuggling routes
into the United States

DEA Quarterly
Inteliigence Trends

Call now and speak to a specialist
in drugs & crime statistics:

1-800-666-3332

Or write to the Data Center &
Clearinghouse for Drugs & Crime
1600 Research Boulevard
Rockville, MD 20850



Bureau of Justice Statistics
reports

(Revised January 1991)

Call toli-free 800-732-3277 (local 301-
251-5500) to order BJS reports, to be
added to one of the BJS malling lists,
or to speak to a reference specialist in
statistics at the Justice Statistics
Clearinghouse, National Criminal
Justice Reference Service, Box 6000,
Rockville; MD 20850.
lBJS maintains the following mailing
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® Law enforcement reports (new)
Drugs and crime data {new)
Justice spending & employment
White-collar crime
National Crime Survey (annual)
Corrections (annual)
Courts (annual)
Privacy and security of criminal
history information and
information policy
Federal statistics (annual)
@ BJS bulletins and special reports
(approximately twice a month)
® Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual)
Single copies of reports are free; use
NCJ number to order. Postage and
handling are charged for bulk orders
of single reports. For single copies of
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free;
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20;
libraries call for special rates.
Public-use tapes of BJS data sets
and other criminal justice data are
available from the National Archive of
Criminal Justice Data (formerly
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, Ml
48106 (toll-free 1-800-999-0960).
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The National Crime Survey: Working papers,
vol. {: Current and historical perspectives,
NCJ-75374, 8/82
vol. |l: Methodology studies, NCJ-80307

Corrections

BJS bulletins and special reports:

Capital punishment 1983, NCJ-124545, 10/S0

Violent State prison inmates and their
victims, NCJ-124133, 7/90

Prisoners in 1989, NCJ-122716, 5/90

Prison rule violators, NCJ-120344, 12/89

Capital punishment 1988, NCJ-118313, 7/89

Recidivism of prisoners released in 1983,
NCJ-116261, 4/89

Drug use and crime: State prison inmate
survey, 1986, NCJ-111940, 7/88

Time served in prison and on parole 1984,
NCJ-108544, 12/87

Profile of State prison inmates, 1986,
NCJ-109926, 1/88

Imprisonment in four countries,
NCJ-103967, 2/87

Population density in State prisons,
NCJ-103204, 12/86

State and Federal prisoners, 1925-85,
NCJ-102494, 11/86

Prison admissions and rel
NCJ-100582, 3/86

The prevalence of imprisonment,
NC.J-93657, 7/85

National correctians reporting program,
1985, NCJ-123522, 12/80

Prisoners at midyear 1990 {press release},
10/90

Caorrectional populations in the U.S.:
1987, NCJ-118762, 12/89
1986, NCJ-111611, 2/89
1985, NCJ-103957, 2/88

Historical statistics on prisoners in State and
Federal institutions, yearend 1925-86,
NCJ-111098, 6/88

1984 census of State adult correctional
facilities, NCJ-105585, 7/87

Census of jails and survey of jail inmates:
BJS bulletins and special reports:
Jail inmates, 1989, NCJ-123264, 6/90
Population density in local jails, 1988,
NCJ-122299, 3/30
Census of local Jalis, 1988 {BJS bulletin),
NCJ-121101, 2/20
Jail inmates, 1987, NCJ-114319, 12/88
Drunk driving, NCJ-109945, 2/88
Jail inmates, 1986, NCJ-107123, 10/87
The 1983 jail census, NCJ-85536, 11/84

Census of local jails, 1983: Data for
individual jails, vols, I-IV, Northeast,
Midwest, South, West, NCJ-112796-9;
vol. V. Selected findings, methodology,
summary tables, NCJ-112795, 11/88

Our crowded jails: A nationa! plight,
NCJ-111846, 8/88

1983,

Parole and probation

BJS bulletins
Probation and parole:
1989, NCJ-135833, 11/90
1988, NCJ-119970, 11/89
Setting prison terms, NCJ-76218, 8/83

BJS special reports
Recidivism of young parolees, NCJ-1049186,
5/87

Chiidren in custody

Census of public and private juvenile
detertion, correctionzl, and shelter
facilitles, 1975-85, NCJ-114065, 6/89

Survey of youth in custody, 1987
{special report), NCJ-113365, 9/88

Public juvenile facilities, 1585
(bulletin), NCJ-102457, 10/86

Law enforcement management

BJS bulletins and special reports:
Police departments in large cities, 1987,
NCJ-119220, 8/89
Profile of state and local law enforcement
agencies, NCJ-113949, 3/89

Expenditure and employment

BJS bulletins:
Justice expenditure and employment:
1988, NCJ-123132, 7/90
1985, NCJ-104460, 3/87
1983, NCJ-101776, 7/86

Antl-drug abuse formula grants: Justice
variable pass-through data, 1988 (BJS
Technical Report}, NCJ-120070, 3/90

Justice expenditure and employment:

1985 (fult report), NCJ-106356, 8/89
Extracts, 1982 and 1983, NCJ-106629, 8/88

Courts

8JS bulletins:

Felony sentences in State courts, 1988,
NCJ-126923, 12/90

Criminal defense for the poor, 1986,
NCJ-112919, 9/88

State felony courts and {elony laws,
NCJ-106273, 8/87

The growth of appeals: 1973-83 trends,
NCJ-96381, 2/85

Case filings in State courts 1983,
NCJ-95111, 10/84

BJS special reports:
Felony case processing in State courts,
1986, NCJ-121753, 2/30
Felony case-processing time, NCJ-101985,
8/86
Felony sentencing in 18 local jurisdictions,
NCJ-97681, 6/85

Felons sentenced to probation in State
courts, 1986, NCJ-124944, 11/90

Felony defendants in large urban countles,
1988, NCJ-122385, 4/90

Profile of felons convicted in State courts,
1986, NCJ-120021, 1/90

Sentencing outcomes In 28 felony courts,
NCJ-105743, 8/87

National criminal defense systems study,
NCJ-84702,-10/86

The prosecution of fslony arrests:
1987, NCJ-124140, 9/90
1986, NCJ-113248, 6/89
1982, NCJ-106990, 5/88

Felony laws of the 50 States and the District
of Columbia, 1986, NCJ-105066, 2/88, $14.60

State court model statistical dictionary,
Supplement, NCJ-98326, 9/85
1st edition, NCJ-62320, 9/80

Privacy and security

Compendium of State privacy and security
legislation:
1989 overview, NCJ-121157, 5/50
1987 overview, NCJ-111097, 9/88
1989 full report (1, 500 pages,
microfiche $2, hard copy $145),
NCJ-121158, 9/90

Criminal justice information policy:
Original records of entry, NCJ-125626,
12150
BJS/SEARCH conference proceedings:
Criminal justice in the 1990's: The future
of infor ti t
NCJ-121697, 5/90
Juvenile and adult records: One system,
one record?, NCJ-114947, 1/90
Open vs. confidential records,
NC.J-113560, 1/88
Strategies for improving data quality,
NCJ-115339, 5/89
Public access to criminal history record
information, NCJ-111458, 11/88
Juvenile records and recordkeeping
systems, NCJ-112815, 11/88
Autoinated fingerprint identification
systems: Technology and policy issues,
NCJ-104342, 4/87
Criminal justice “hot” files, NCJ-101850,
12/86
Crime control and criminal records (BJS
special report), NCJ-99176, 10/85

Drugs & crime data:

State drug resources: A national directory,
NCJ-122582, 5/90

Federal drug data for national policy, NCJ-
122715, 4190

Drugs and crime facts, 1989, NCJ-121022,
1190

Computer crime

BJS special reports:
Electronic tund transfer fraud, NCJ-96666,
3/85
Electronic fund transfer and crime, NCJ-
92650, 2/84

Electronic fund transfer systems fraud, NCJ-
100461, 4/86

Zlectronic fund ransfer systems and crime,
NCJ-83736, 9/82

Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927, 9/81,
$11.50

Federal justice statistics

Federal criminal case processing, 1980-87,
Addendum for 1988 and preliminary 1989,
NCJ-125616, 11/90

Compendium of Federal justice stalistics
1986, NCJ-125617, 1/91
1985, NCJ-123560, 8/30
1984, NCJ-112816, 9/89

The Federal civil justice system (BJS
bufletin), NCJ-104769, 8/87

Federal offenses and otfenders

BJS special reports:
Immigration offenses, NCJ-124546, 8/90
Federal criminal cases, 1980-87,
NCJ-118311, 7/89
Drug law violators, 1980-86, NCJ 111763,

Pretrial release and detentlon:
The Bail Reform Act of 1984,
NCJ-108929, 2/88

White-collar crime NCJ-106876, 9/87

Pretrial release and misconduct,
NCJ-96132, 1/85

General

BJS bulletins and special reports:

BJS telephone contacts, '91, NCJ-124547,
191

Tracking offenders, 1987, NCJ-125315,
10/90

Criminal cases In five states, 1983.86,
NCJ-118798, 9/89

Intemational crime rates, NCJ-110776, 5/88

Tracking offenders, 1984, NCJ-109686, 1/88

Tracking offenders: White-collar crime,
NCJ-102867, 11/86

Police employment and axpenditure,
NCJ-100117, 2/86

BJS data report, 1989, NCJ-121514, 1/91

Sourcebook of criminal justice statistics,
1989, NCJ-124224, 9/90

Publications of BJS, 1985-89:
Microtiche library, PRO30014, 5/90, $190
Bibliography, TBO030013, $17.50

Publications of BJS, 1971-84:
Microfiche library, PRO30012, $203
Biblicgraphy, TBO30012, $17.50

1990 directory of automated criminal justice
information systems, Vol. 1, Corrections; 2,
Courts; 3, Law enfc t; 4, Probati
and parole; 5, Prosecution; NCJ-122226-30,
5/90

BJS annual report, fiscal 1988, NCJ-115749,
4/89

Report to the Nation on crime and justice:
Second edition, NC.J-105506, 6/88
Technical appendix, NCJ-112011, 8/88

Criminal justice microcomputer guide and
software catalog. NCJ-112178, 8/88

Proceedings of the third workshop on law
and justice statistics, NCJ-112230, 7/88

National survey of crime severity, NCJ-36017,
10/85
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Piease put me on the mailing list for—

O Law enforcement reports—national
data on State and local police and
sheriffs’ departments: operations,
equipment, personnel, salaries,
spending, policies, programs

[J Federal statistics—data describing
Federal case processing, from inves-
tigation through prosecution,
adjudication, and corrections

[0 Drugs and crime data—sentencing
and time served by drug offenders,
drug use at time of crime by jail
inmates and State prisoners, and
other quality data on drugs, crime,
and law enforcement

0 Justice expenditure and employment
reports—annual spending and
staffing by Federal/State/local
governments and by function
(police, courts, etc)

0O White-collar crime—data on the [
processing of Federal white-collar
crime cases

[0 Privacy and security of criminal
history information and information
policy—new legislation; maintaining
and releasing intelligence and inves-
tigative records; data quality
issues

0O Juvenile corrections reports—
juveniles in custody in public and
private detention and correctional
facilities

[0 BJS builetins and special reports—
timely reports of the most current
justice data

0O Prosecution and adjudication in
State courts—case processing from
prosecution through court disposi-
tion, State felony laws, felony
sentencing, criminal defense

a

O

a

Corrections reports—results of
sample surveys and censuses of jails,
prisons, parole, probation, and other
corrections data

National Crime Survey reports—the
only regular national survey of

crime victims

Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual)—broad-based

data from 150+ sources (400+ tables,
100+ figures, subject index,
annotated bibliography, addresses

of sources}

Send me a form to sign up for NCJ
Reports (free 6 times a year), which
abstracts both private and
government criminal justice
publications and lists upcoming
conferences and training sessions

in the field.

To be added to any BJS
mailing list, please copy
or cut out this page, fill
in, fold, stamp, and mail
‘to the Justice Statistics
Clearinghouse/NCJRS.

You will receive an annual
renewal card. If you do not
return it, we must drop you
from the mailing list.

To order copies of recent
BJS reports, check here O
and circle items you want
to receive on other side

of this sheet.

Name:
Title:
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City, State, Zip:
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Put your organization
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U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs
Bureau of Justice Statistics
Washington, D.C. 20531
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Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS
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U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs
Office for Victims of Crime

he ationai Victims
Resource Center

The National Victims Resource Center
(NVRQ) is a national clearinghouse for vic-
tims information funded by the Office for
Victims of Crime, U.S. Department of Justice.
Like the Justice Statistics Clearinghouse,
sponsored by the Bureau of Justice Statistics
(BJS), the NVRC is one of several information
resources maintained by the National Crimi-
nal Justice Reference Service (NCJRS). When
you contact the NVRC, information special-
ists will provide you with access to the fol-
lowing resources:

B More than 7,000 vicim-related books and
articles covering child physical and sexual
abuse, victims services, domestic violence,
victim-witness programs, and violent crime
included in the NCJRS data base.

B National victimization.

B Federally sponsored victim-related re-
search studies.

Names, addresses, and telephone num-
bers of people to contact for information
and assistance.

@ Information on State victims compensa-
tion programs funded by the Office for
Victims of Crime.

Learn About Victims Issues
and Programs

From the clearinghouse you can get free
publications, borrow hard-to-find publica-
tions, and buy selected videotapes. The
NVRC information specialists can also con-
duct data base searches designed especially
for your needs.

The NVRC is the single most comprehensive
source of victim information: it can refer vic-
tims to programs that help soften the blow,
ease their recovery from trauma, and educate
them about the aftermath of crime.

OVC, NVRC information is now available on
the NCJRS Electronic Bulletin Board. Call for
additional details.

For your convenience, we now offer a toll-
free telephone number.

If we can be of assistance, call us at

(800) 627-NVRC (6872) or
(301) 251-5525 or 251-5519,

or write

National Victims Resource Center
Box 6000-AJE
Rockyville, MD 20850






