If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.

) 311 é;z
ICPSR

Inter-university Consortium for
Political and Social Research

Criminal Justice Résponse to Victim Harm
in the United States, 1981

Jolene C. Hernon and Brian Forst
ICPSR 8249



CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESPONSE TO VICTIM HARM IN THE
UNITED STATES, 1981

(ICPSR 8249)

Principal Investigator

Jolene C. Hernon and Brian Forst
University of Michigan

131182
U.S. Department of Justice
National Institute of Justice

This document has been reproduced exactly as received from the
person or organization originating it. Points of view or opinions stated
in this document are those of the authors and do not necessarily
represent the official position or policies of the National Institute of
Justice.

Permission to reproduce this copyrighted material in mi-
crofiche only has been granted by
Inter-university Consortium for

Political and Social Research

to the National Criminal Justice Reference Service (NCJRS).

Further reproduction outside of the NCJRS system requires permis-
sion of the copyright owner.

Fall 1989

Inter~university Consortium for
Political and Social Research
P.0. Box 1248
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106
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JUSTICE RESPONSE TO VICTIM HARM IN THE UNITED
STATES, 1981 [computer file]. Institute of Law
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DATA COLLECTION DESCRIPTION

Jolene C. Hernon and Brian Forst
CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESPONSE TO VICTIM HARM IN THE UNITED STATES, 1981

(ICPSR 8249)

SUMMARY: This data collection examines the effects of victim harm
prosecution, and sentencing and the effect
of these decisions on the victim”“s perception of the criminal
system. Five types of offenses were studied:
burglary, robbery, and aggravated assault. The victim file contains
information on personal characteristics, results of victimization,
involvement in case processing,
satisfaction with case outcomes, and opinions about the court
The police file information

decisions regarding arrest,

recommendations on scenario

decisions on the scenario

in the criminal justice system.

personal background,  sentencing
communications with victims, sources of 1nformation regarding
role of victims in the criminal justice

harm, and opinfons about
system. CLASS TV

UNIVERSE: Population of victims and criminal justice officials

United States

SAMPLING: Eight sites were selected to represent regional variation in
population size and types of victim services offered.
was a systematic sample selected
tenth case up to 150 cases were taken from each site.
criminal justice officials were obtained through convenience samples
police officers, prosecutors, judges all of whom were experienced

with the five target offenses.

includes

and

use of victim assistance

on personal background,

EXTENT OF COLLECTION: 4 data files
DATA FORMAT: Logical Record Length

Part 1: Victim File

File Structure: rectangular
Cases: 392

Variables: 67

Record Length: 268

Records Per Case: 1

Part 3: Prosecutor File
File Structure: rectangular
Cases: 101

Variables: 73

Record Length: 380

Records Per Case: 1

Part 2: Police File

File Structure: rectangular
Cases: 111

Variables: 66

Record Length: 317

Records Per Case: 1

Part 4: Judge File

File Structure: rectangular
Cases: 48

Variables: 52

Record Length: 278

Records Per Case: 1

homicide, sexual assault,

personal background, screenilng
cases, communications with victims,
opinions about the role of victims in the criminal justice system.
prosecutor file contains variables
cases, sentencing recommendations
scenarios, contacts with victims, and opinions about the role of victims
Data are supplied in the judge file
recommendations on the scenario cases,

screening

The victim sample
from 1981 prosecutor files.
Responses from
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ABSTRACT

Jolene C. Hernon and Brian Forst

Criminal Justice Response to Victim Harm
Institute for Law and Social Research (INSLAW)
82-1J-CX-0009

Purpose of the study

The purpose of the study was to examine (1) the effects of victim’s harm on decisions regarding
arrest, prosecution and sentencing and (2) the effect of these decisions on the victim's
perception of the criminal justice system. Five types of offenses were studied: homicide,
sexual assault, robbery, burglary and aggravated assault.

Methodology
Source of Information:

Data sources were (1) personal or telephone interviews with victims, police, prosecutors and
judges and (2) responses to a mailed questionnaires by victims.

Sample:

Eight sites were selected to represent regional variation in population size and types of victim
services offered. The victim sample was a systematic sample selected from 1981 prosecutor
files. Every 10th case up to 150 cases were taken from each site. Responses from criminal
justice officials were obtained through convenience samples of police officers, prosecutors and
judges, all of whom were experienced with the five target offenses.

Dates of Data Collection:

Victims: January - February, 1583
Police: December, 1982
Prosecutors and judges: October, 1982

Summary of Conients
Special Characteristics of the Study:

Two complementary interview methodologies were used. In Salem and Baltimore, practitioners
were asked to explain their actions in actual, recently closed cases. In the other six sites,
practitioners simulated their decision making processes using scenaric cases and described their
typical interactions with victims. At these sites, police officers, prosecutors and judges were
asked to review ten screening scenarios and/or ten sentencing scenarios. Scenarios varied by



case factors including characteristics of the victim, defendant, victim-harm, and evidence. The
"real" cases were intended to validate the scenario cases.

Description of variables:

The victims file contains information on personal characteristics, results of their victimization,
involvement in case processing, use of victim assistance service, satisfaction with case outcomes,
and opinions about the court system.

In the police file, information includes personal background, screening recommendations on
scenario cases, communications with victims, and opinions about the role of victims in the
criminal justice system.

The prosecutors file contains variables on personal background, screeiing decisions on the
scenario cases, sentencing recommendations on the scenarios, contacts with victims, and opinions
about the role of victims in the criminal justice system.

The judge file contains information on personal background, sentencing recommendations on
the scenario cases, communications with victims, sources of information regarding victim harm,
and opinions about the role of victims in the criminal justice system.

Unit of observation:

Individual

Geographic Location:

Essex County (Salem), Massachussetts; Baltimore County, Maryland; The Thirteenth Judicial
Circuit (Greenville), South Carolina; Orleans Parish (New Orleans), Louisiana; Jacson County
(Kansas City), Missouri; Hennepin County (Minneapolis), Minnesota; Santa Clara County (San
Jose), Caliafornia; and Multnomah County (Portland), Oregon.

File Stucture:

Data files: 4 :

Unit; Individual

Variables: 66 - 131 (documented variables only)
Cases: 48 - 392

NOTE: Not all variables in these files are completely documented. The following columns
contain data, but no codebook information is available:

File Columns

Victim 3-4, 227-268

Prosecutor 3-5, 34-54, 73~107, 287-380
Police 3-5, 29-49, 224-317

Judge 3-5, 25-59, 185-278

Each of the four files is rectangularly structured, character-numeric (BCD) with fixed length
format. Each file has one record per case.

.
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File Filename Description
1 Victim victim

2 Police police

3 Prosec prosecutor
4 Judge Judge

Reports and Publications

Jolene C. Hernon and Brian Forst,

Recfm Blksize Lrecl #Records #Cases

FB
FB
FB
FB

(1984).

32696
32651
32680
32526

268
317
380
278

392 392
111 111
101 101
48 48

The Criminal Justice Response to Victim Harm.
National Institute of Justice, Washington, D.C.



Notes:

I. The codebooks include four files:

1.  Victim file
2. Prosecutor file
3. Police file
4. Judge file

II. Coding values for types of file
(located in the first column of each file)

1. Victims - 1
2. Prosecutors - 2
3. DPolice - 3
4. Judges - 4

III. Coding values for research sites
(located in the second column of each file)

Greenville -
Minneapolis -
Portland -
Kansas City -
San Jose -
New Orleans -
Others -

10 AW
Keliv o BESREFANRA R IS

IV. The following columns are not documented:

Filename Columns

Vietim 3-4, 227-268

Prosecutor 3-5, 34-54, 73-107, 287-380
Police 3-5, 29-49, 224-317

Judge 3-5, 25-59, 185-278



Victim Survey

INSTRUCTIONS

1. 1f you were involved in more than one crime recently, think about the most
recent crime in which someone was arrested.

2. For same guestions, you can write your answers in the blanks provided:

Example:
About how many days did you attend court? . . . .__ ____7/ {12-13)

(IGNORE THE NUMBERS IN PARENTHESIS: THIS 1S FOR OFFICE USE ONLY)

3. For other questions, you may choose your answer from a scale.

Exanple:

How much do you agree with this statement: The mayor should
spend more money fighting crime,

Strongly Strongly No
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree Opinion

1 @ 3 4 8 (14)

4. Other questions ask you to circle your answer,
Exarple:
are you over 30 years old?
3 T |
2 24 (15)
2

If yes, how 0ld ate yOU?. . 0 v & 4 o 4 0w ook _ﬁ_ (16-17)

5, If you want to explain your answers more thoroughly, use the *Caments®
.page at the end of the booklet.

6. Use the enclosed envelope to mail your conpleted questionnaire to:

INGLAW, Inc,

Suite 600

1125 15th Street, N.W,
Washington, D.C, 20005



' 1-3-83 Doc ID §0552¢C /

l. Were you or a member of your family a victim of a crime
in the past two years?

YES--c-oooooaloco»'lollootl

If yes, think about the most recent crime in which
someone was arrested,

Non-'.-c-t-oooooonto-oo-vz

If no, please return the questionnaire without answering it.
Thank you,

2. wWnen did the Crime oCCUr? + v « v o v v v w0 4 e /
year  month

3. Was saaeone arrested?

Nol'ttlllll.vll.l'.t.lloll
YES v v i v e e e e e e e e e e e 2

4. What was the crime: CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY

Burglary: someone broke into

your house, you didn't see him . + + + + + «
Robbery: you saw a rcbber,
Sexual assault. . . . . . .
Assault , , ., e
Murder. ., . . e
Kidnapping e
Unlawful use of a weapon
Other, explain

-

.
QO ~J U W R

.
e
.o
« .
. e
.

5. Were you or a member of your family physically injured as a
result of the crime?

No JfSKiptoQ7) v v v v v i s e e e ]
Yesgluoi0'.0..!0!!"0'..0'2

1f yes, which of the following best describes the injury:

CIRCLE G
Minor-you treated the injury yowself . . . , . .1
Emergency rOOm treatment. « « « o o o« o s s o« o 42
poctor's office VISIt(8). + v v ¢ v v 4 4 4 e v W3
Someone died. . v v v v b v s e e s e s e e s Wb
Bogpitalized., « v ¢« v v v v s v 4 4 4 4 s w e e sD

How many days?. « & v v v o v s o o s s s s s »

-l

{1-4)

(5)

(6-3)

(10)

(11-18)

(19)

(20)

(21-23)



6.

7.

8.

9.

How much are the medical bills

$0 to $100. ., .
$101 to $500. .
$501 to $1000 .
$1001 to $£5000.

$10,001 to $25,000,
Over $25,000. . .,

$5001 to $10,000. . .
bon't know. . ., . . :

Did you lose any days of work

No . . . . L] .
Yes: + + 4 .
Lost my job. .

80 far?
. L] . L] . . [} . .
[} . * L] . L] . . .
. . L] . . . L] L L]
L[] . L] L . ¢ L] . L]
. * L] L ] * L] . .
. . . . . . . L
. L ] 1] 1] L] L] L[] [
. L[] . L[] . . L[] .

4 e e ®» o e . @ e

e » 8 o o s e o

e e e o 2.0 * &
*« » e e & ¢ s o
* e @ ®« o ® e a
.
L3

or school as a result of the crime?

1f yes, how many days?. . .

kas your mone, or property lost,

NO o v v o ¢ &
Yes, « v ¢ 4

[ B ]
o« ¢ s .
v e e s

damaged or stolen as

L T N YR S T I B

I1f yes, please estimate the value:

Under $100.00,
$101 to $250 .

§251 to &500 . .

$501 to $1000.
$1001 to $5000

$5001 to $10,000

Over $10,000 .

Don't know . . .

L I D T T I
6.0 o e s+ e ¢ 0 0 e e
L L T R T D R |
L R T B T N B}
L I S D I N B
L I T L I )
D N R T T I R
L S T T T B S

.
e 0 e
)

a

Did you see a weapon or did you think the offender had

HO. v o o o 0 o o s o0 0 0 o v « o s

YES « o v v ¢ 0 s e e e

L S I I )

If yes, what type of weapon?

Gun . » L] . . . . * L] * . . . L ] L[] . .
Knife o o v v o v v v 0 0 e e e e e s

Other, explain.

a

...
PR
. o .
“ e .
W

result of

. . . ’ l
. L] L] . 2
P
|
e e e e D
R -
L] L] . L} 7
P |
weapon?

the crime?

(24)

(25)
(26-26)

(29)

(30)

(31)

(32)



10, What was your relationship with the offender at the time of

the offense? IF MORE THAN ONE OFFENDER, CIRCLE ALL THAT

APPLY,

SLIANGEIE & v v s o o v+ « o o 0 o 0 o 1 o1 e b 0 e v e e e )
T hardly knew il v v v v v v v 0 0 6 0 o o o o ¢ o s o s o2
I knew himquite well . . . v v v 4 v v o o v s 0 0 o o ¢ o3
He is a relative, namely, ny Y |
1l. Have you had any contact with the offender since the crime,
other than at cowrt?
No..0!"!'.0"."'9!.0.'..1
50 -1 T
I1f yes, please explain
12. Do you think the offender or soixeone he knows will return
to harm you or your family?
No .. .. . T |
Yes . . .4 o Gt e e e e e e e e 2
Maybe . . , . . . C e e e e e e 3
13. Do you know how your case ended?
No [Skip to QIS) . . . .+ v i o« v S |
Y88 o v v ¢ v s v 0 e s e e e e el
1f yes, what happened?
Offender arrested, but prosecutor
did not take my CaS€ . &+ 4 « 4 s &+ s o 4 s e 0 0 o« W)
se dismissed later. . .+ . v v 4 v v b e e e e e el
ffender found QuUilty. . « v o v v o o v b v e 0 0 W3
ffender found not guilty. . « v ¢ s ¢« 0 00 b s 0o o4
Samething else happened, @Xplaini. « v o o ¢ 0 ¢ 4 o 45
Was this a jury trial?
S |
YOS + v v s s o 6 s v s s e s n e e e e s e e a2

(33-36)

(37)

(3€)

(39)

(40)

(41-45)

(46)



14. How did you first learn how your case ended?

Police officer told M@ « & v v ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 4 e w0 0w e 0
Prosecuting Attorney tOld me . v v o o« o o « ¢ 2 ¢ ¢ o2
Victimrassistance told me. . . « ¢ ¢ v o ¢ v o s o o o3
1 attended the trial/hearing « « v « v o ¢ o 0 o o o o4

1 found out from the newspaper,
radio, OF TV 4 4 4 4 o s o o v o s 4 1 5 v s 8 u v 4D
Other, explain B

15, Do you know the sentence?
NO & v v v o v v s o e e
YES v v v st e e e e e e e
There was no sentence . . .

e o =
[N S

16, How much influence do you think you had in deciding ths outcome?

None 8t 811, v v v o v ¢ v e e e e e e e e e e e e e W]
Same 1NflUENCE & v v v v v v u h e e e e e e e e e e e2
A great deal of influence, ., . . . e e e e s P |

(47)

(48)

{49)



17. People have many feelings about being a victim. Can you rate
the strength of your feelings shortly after the crime happened?
CIRCLE THE NUMBER ON THE SCALE THAT GOES WITH YOUR ANSWER. SOME
FEELINGS LISTED BELOW MAY NOT APPLY IN YOUR CASE. IP IT DCESN'T
APPLY, CIRCLE 8 ON THE SCALE.

Doesn't  Very Very

Reaction Apply Weak wWeak Strong  Strong
Anger 8 1 2 3 4
Depression 8 1 2 3 4
Fear that you

will be victimized

again 8 1 2 k] 4
Guilt B 1 2 3 4
Loneliness 8 1 2 3 4
Revenge 8 1 2 3 4
Shame 8 1 2 3 4
Shock/disbelief 8 1 2 3 4
Nervousness 8 1 2 3 4
Relief 8 1 2 3 4
Confusion 8 1 2 3 4
Inconvenience 8 1 2 3 4
Grief 8 1 2 3 4
Viclated 8 1 2 3 4
Frustration 8 1 2 3 4

Other feeling, explain:
8 1 Y] 3 4

Other feeling, explain:
8 1 2 3 4

Other feeling, explain:
8 1 2 3 4

(50~-52)

(53=55)

(56-61)

(624 4)

{65-67)



18. aelow_is a list of a few comon problems some people have because
of crime. We would like to know if you had to deal with any of
these problems. 1If so, how much of a problem §s {t?

CIRCLE THE N\MEER THAT GOES WITH YOUR ANSWER

Very Very
Not A Smnall Small Big Big
Problem Problem Problem Problem Problem
1SS Of JOD v v 4 ¢ ¢ 4 o o o v 0 0 b 0 v w . 1 2 3 4 5
Medical treatment COSES o o « o o o 4 & o 4 W 1 2 k} 4 ]
Other costs you had because of the crime. . . 1 2 3 4 5 (68-70)
Recurring nightmares. + + o « s o o o o ¢ o 1 2 3 4 5
Need to get away from the area where
the crime was comitted « « « + o « o o o 1 2 3 4 5
Problems sleeping + « « o v v ¢« v o 0 0 b o 1 2 3 4 ] {(71-73)
Divorce or separation « v s + o s s 0 0 s o« 1 2 3 4 5
Loss of time serving as witness . . v . . . 1 2 3 4 5
Difficulty with relationships . + + + + « « . 1 2 3 4 5 (74-76)'
Other, explain e 1 2 3 4 5
Othez, explain . 1 2 3 4 5 (77-78)
19. In your area is there an agency or office that gives service or
assistance to victims like yourself?
Bo.(SKIP to Q21): « v 4 o v o o o v v o o s ¢ o ol
DON't KNOW: v ¢ ¢ s o o o s o s o o s o o o s o 32
YE5 o o o o s 0 v v 6 0 b e s a s s e s e s w s a3 {79)
If yes, how did you find out about the agency?
CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY. .
Folice told MeE. & o ¢ o o o s o o o s o s s o s ol
Prosecuting Attorney told me, o+ o v = s o o o o« #2
Afriend tOld Me. « + o ¢ o o o o ¢ s 0 v s o 1 o3
I knew about it from newspaper,
TV, OF TBGI0. o o« o s o s o o s s o o s o o o of
They Called Me .« o ¢« + o o ¢ o s o o o o s o s o5 .
Other, explain e s o 0 o b (B3-83)




20. Did you use any of the services?

No. .

---nl--cco'on-ooococosl

Y5 o o ¢ 4 ¢ v v 4 s s e e s e e e s e e e e o2

If yes, what is the agercy called?

What services did you use? CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY,

Belp dealimy withemotions « v ¢« ¢« ¢ v o & &
Help with transportation to attend court . .
Help with parking fees while attending court

Payment of witness feeg

® e s 3 e o v s s

Financial assistance other than witneas fecs
Information about court dates, . « + & o 4 »
Help understanding the legal process. . + « « o
Went to courthouse with YOU & o « s « o o o o o
Shelter for the night(s)s « o o o o ¢ o o o ¢

Referral to other cammunity services . . . . .

Went to hospital with you
Other, explain

2l. wWe would like to know about how many times you talked to court
Can you estimate the number of times you

officials about your case.

e« o @ a @

¢ o & o e e

had contact with the following persons--at court, by telephone,

in-person, or by lettei:
Police + v o &+ v v &
Prosecutor « + ¢ o+ o

Ju@e . . . L) . . .

LI I

victim Assistance Staff .

Probation Officer

Parole Board (Prison Officials)

Anyone else? Explain

(]

ol

03
04
0s

06
l°7

.08
.09
10
i1
12

Anyone else? Explain

(86)

(87

{68-111)

(112-127)



SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR Q. 22, 23, and 24:

When you were in touch with court officials by telephone, in-person,
or by letter, what did you talk about?

Can you estimate the percent of time you spent on each of the following

topics, Divide up the time you spent on each topic so the total
adds to 1008,

EXAMPLE:
With the POLICE:
Telling the facts of the case

-=what happened, how much money was
taken, €LCe ¢ ¢ 4 4 4 4 s 4 e s b e e v e e e e )

—— —

Talking about your feelings or
problems you had because of the crime .+ . « « + &

e
O

Talking about court matters and
uhatwashappenlngw:thr.hecase Pt e e e e .___[_0_\

Anythirg else? Explain:

Total =1 0 OV .

PUT QOO0 IN THE BLANKS IF YOU DID NOT SPEAXK TO ANYONE
IN Q22, 23 OR 24.




REMINDER: PUT OO0 IN THE BLANKS 1P Q22, 23 OR 24 DCES NOT APPLY
IN YOOR CASE.

22, POLICE: About how much time did you spend on each topic with
the PALICE?

Telling the facts of the case——what
happened, how much money was taken

GLC....-..-....-o.-.-...._____‘

Talking about your feelings or problems
you had because Of the CIime. + 4 ¢ o o o ¢ o o __ A}

Talking about court matters and what
was happening with the case . i .+ « + « & o 3

Anything else? Explain:

.o \

Total = 1 0 0%

23, PROSECUTING ATTORNEY(S): About how much time did you spend
on each topic with the PROSECUTCR

happened, how much money was taken

' Telling the facts of the case-~what
-1 T R A %

Talkimny about your feelings or problems
you had because of the crime. « « +« 4 « « + o+ & )

Talking about court matters and what
vas happening with the case . « « v ¢ v ¢ + & 4

Anything else? Explain:

Total = 1 0 0%

24, VICTIM ASSISTAMCE STAPP: About how much time diu you &pend on each
topic with the VICTIM ASSISTANCE STAFP

Telling the facts of the case--what
happened, how much money was taken
BEC. o v 4 v s e e s b d e e e e e e e e e )

Talking about your feelings or problems
you had because of the CIiMme. . + « 4 « 4 o s o ]

Talking about court matters and what
was happening with the Ca5e .+ « o« « o ¢ o o« o )

Anything else? Explain:

. . )

’ Total = 1 0 OV

(126-139;

(140-151)

{152-263)



25. Who would you say kept you most informed about the progress of
your case? CIRCLE ONC

POliCe » v v v v v v vttt b e e e e e e el
Prosecuting ALtLOINeY . o 4 v 4 « ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o v o o ¢ o2
Victim ASSISLANCE . v v v 4 ¢ ¢t 4 bt 6 v e s b e . 2)
1 was never told about the proyress of my case . ., . .4
Other, explain e e s e s e e e s s 4 4D (led)

26, Use the scale below to show how satisfied you are about what happenec
in your case. CIRCLE THE NUMBER THAT GOES WITH YOUR AlSKER.

pon't Know Very Very
Doesn;t Apply Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Satisfied Satisfied
1 2 3

BOW SATISFIED ARE YOU ABQUT:

The first decision about
bail/no bail P S 2 I

-
-
o>

How your case ended P O PO | (165-166)

HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU ABOUT
HOW THE FQLLOWING PECPLE
RESPONDED TO YOUR NEEDS:

The Police Department S L PO .
The Prosecuting Attorney - 2 L P |
The Judge - O o I |

The Victim Assistance
staff - N O P | (167=17Q)

27. What could the legal system have done to make you more satisfied?
CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY

Make offender get treatment . . « « + s « o« « o« 0}
Make offender pay me back . . 4 + 4 4+ o o s 02
Make offender stop bothering me ¢ v v « v « .+ « 03
Put offender in Jail . v 4 v o v o 0 s 00 s . 04
Give 2 longer S@NteNCe . . . . . .+ o+ s o+ o 05

Make offender servé his full

BENLENCE . 4 4 4 4 s e s e e e s e e e e s e 06
Make offender goto trial . . . . v v 0 . v .. 07
pon't reduce the charges . .+ + ¢« + v « 4+ « » » 08
Keep me better informed of the

pogress of the case . . + v ¢« v s « « o+ o 09
Let me express Ly opinionmore . . . . .. . . 10
Other, explain

N B (371-192)

¢

-10-



28, Now that you've beern through this experience, would you go to court if
something like this happened to you again?

No--onu-anccloc-oot-.qc-ool

/{Yes.......................2 (193)

wWhy?

(194)
29. In general, what are your opinions about the court system in our
country? Circle the number that goes with your feeling about each
of the following statenents:
strongly Strongly No
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree Opinion
Statement 1 2 3 4 8
The court system i{s too
slow and wastes a lot of
time, 1 2 3 4 8
Guilty offenders are not
punished enough Ly the courts. 1 2 3 4 ]
The courts in this country
do about as good a jab as
we can expect. 1 2 3 4 8
iIn general, judges make
fair decisions. 1 b] 3 4 ]
The court systen cares
about the victim's needs, 1 2 3 4 8 (195-199)
30. If your area were given a lot of money or some other ways to improve
relations between victims and the courts, can you suggest what the
legal system could do to make victims of crime or their families .
happier about how their cases are handled? (200-202)

-1~



BACKGROUND INFORMATION

bor Statistical Use 0n1y1

31. wWhat was the highest level of school you campleted: CIRCLE THE NUMBER
THAT GOES WITH YOUR ANSWER. ‘

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 College: 1 2 3 4 5+ .{202)

32. vhat was your total family income in 198), before taxes? Include
the incone of immediate family members who live with you or
contribute to your support.

under $5,000. . . v ¢ 4 4 v v e s e e e v e e e W)
ss,ooo'sglggg,..-.. Q.l‘lo'lolz
$10,000 =~ 819,853 . v v v i e i v i e e b ee w W3
$20,000 - $29,999 ., . . . B |
$30,000 OF FOL@ + 4+ v 4 ¢ o ¢ o v o ¢ s ¢ v s & 49 {203)
33, Are you currently:
WOLKING « v v v v ¢ v 0 el
Bamemaker .« . . . . 2

Unerployed., . . . .
Retired/pisabled. .
Student, full time.

a. = e a
- .
« © o @
.« o o o+ e
« e o a
a = e & =
« e & o @
-
e » @ o o
« v ® o o=
e e & o ¢

e o o
o Ut & W

Other, explain . (204)
34, How 01d ar@ YOU?. v « 4 ¢+ s v s s s 4 b e w w4 s (205-206)
35. wWhat race are youw?

mack . * L] . . . . L] L ] . . L) L] 1] * * . . L[] . » '1

m‘:e . * L ] . L] . * . * ’ L] . . . L] . * . . . » .2

HiSPANIC, v o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o 4 o ¢ o o s o o s o s o o3

Mi‘n . L » . L] . L] . . . L ] L] I'. » » * + . . - l‘

Other, eXPlaiN. + v ¢ 4 4 v o v o s 2 s s o 4 s 4D (207)




36. What sex are you?

Male. o v v 0 e s e e e e e e
Female................-

37. In the past five years, were you a victim of a crime
before this crime?

No--oo-.ttlu.qncon-uo

Yes . L] . L] . . » L] . . * . . . . . L] .
If yes, how many times?. . v + « v ¢ o ¢ ¢ »

What type of crime? CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY

BUFGlArY v ¢ v v v s h e e e e
Sexual assault, , . e e e v e e
Robbery . . .« . . S e e e e e e
ASS3ULE v v e v o e e e e e e e s
Homicide. . v v v v v v v v ¢ ¢« v v v W
Other, explain e

38. In the past five years, have you been arrested?
NOu v v v v v v v s 0 e e e e e
‘II' z(,Yes e e e e e e e e e e e e s
I1f yes, how many times? . . . ¢« ¢« v o o o

wWhat type of crime? CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY

Burglary . . .

Sexual assatlt, .« « « . 4 0 e e
RODDEIY « v v v v v o 0 0 s o 0 e e e
ASSAUIL v v 4 v h e e e e e e e e e
Homicide. v v o o o v ¢ o o ¢ o o o o o
Other, explain AN

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP, MnIL THIS SURVEY 70:

INSLAW, Inc,
Suite 600

1125 15th Street,
washington, D.C.

WE WILL SEND YOU $5.00 WITHIN SIX WEEKS.

-3~
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’ 12-6-82
‘ POLICE OFFICER TELEPHOMNE INTERVIEW SCENARIOS  VICTIM HARM PROJECT 9601 DOC 1D:

SITE:

TODAY'S DATE: /82 TIME BEGAN: ENDED:

0539¢

INTERVIEWER:

Thank you for allowing us to interview you. I want to emphasize that
anything you say today is completely confidential. No one will ever be able
to associate your name with your answers and no names or other identifiers
will be used in any reports or presentations that result from this project. 1
encourage you to be as candid as possible.

As you may know, this project is heing funded by the U.S. Department of
Justice. The purpose is %o study and explain how various aspects of a case
influence how police, prosecutors and judges do their jobs.

This interview will last approximately one hour., There is quite a bit of
material to cover, so I will try to keep us moving along so we can finish
vithin an hour.



12-6-82

DOC ID #0539C

POLICE OFFICER QUESTIOMNAIRE -- TELEPHONE & FACE-TO-FACE

3

TS T F F

I. PERSONAL BACKGROUND

We would first Tike to ask you some questions about your background

and current assignment in the department.

1. How Tong have you been an officer in this jurisdiction?

Under 1 year . . v ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢« o o o o &
1 -3 years .« v v v v v o o e e ou
3 - 5 Years . . v v v e e e e e e

S - TJ0 years . v v v v v v e e e e .' .
Over 10 years . . « « « &« « « & v e e

2. Have you ever been an officer/deputy with another law enforcement

agency?

(MORTRSY

3. What assignments have you had during the last year and how Tong

were you assigned to each?

Assignment Length
Honths

DO NOT WRITE HERE

Type

INDICATE IF OFFICER IS PATROL OFFICER OR DETECTIVE

(1-5)

(10-12)
(13-15)
(16-18)



I. OFFICE PROCEDURES AND POLICIES

Now we would 1ike to ask you some questions about how your department's
relationship with the prosecutors office.

We are primarily interested in crimes of robbery, sexual assault, burglary,
assault and homicide. When answering these questions, please think about
typical cases of robbery, sexual assault, burglary, assault, and homicide
you have handled in the last 12 months.

4, Does the prosecutor have a policy or policies about the kinds of
cases that should be accepted for prosecution?

No. . . .[gotoQ5). . . ... ... .o W]
YeS v v e e e e e e e e e e e S (19)
Don't know. . . v v v v v v v 4 4 . e . .9

If yes, can you describe the policy?



SCREENING DECISION

Now we would Tike to know how 1ikely it is that certain types of
cases would be accepted for prosecution by the prosecutor. We have
described some case characteristics that are typical of the types of
cases you probably see. Some will, of course, be more cormon than
others, but all will be like cases you may see over a years time.

[GIVE INTERVIEWEE THE SCENARIO]

Here are the cases. Before you read through them, could you tell
me what the interview number in the upper left hand corner of your
packet is? [BE SURE THE NUMBER MATCHES YOUR NUMBER].

Please read the first case. [READ THROUGH THE CASE WITH THE
INTERVIEWEE].

Over a period of time, if you brought a group of 100 cases with
these characteristics to the prosecutor's office, how many of the
cases to you think would normally be accepted for prosecution?

llhen you give your answer, use a scale of 0 to 100 with O being
the condition in which no such a case would be accepted for
prosecution and 100 being the condition in which all such cases
would be accepted.

As you give your answers, think about the variety of cases
you took to the prosecutor over the past year.

[ADMINISTER SCENARIOS]



!

[NﬁERUIEU NUMEBER 20 POLICE/SCREENING

2232230022223 2322000222 00232003 2332223ttt 0002220220322 2232230332232232232¢30200929

CASE NUMBRER 1 ILIKELIHOOD
JFFENSE? ARMED ROBRBERY ON A CITY STREET
VIC/UEF RELATTONSHIFP? STRANGERS e et -
"RIOR CRIMINAL RECORD: DEFENDANT HAS NO FRIOR RECORD ( 20- 22)
*HYSICAL INJURY:! INJURY REQUIRING 10 DAYS

HOSFITALIZATION

S3EX OF VICTIN! FEMALE
Aa6E OF VICTIM! 65 YEARS OLI
PSYCHDI.OGICAL TINJURYS VICTIM UDOES NOT NEED

FSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING AS A
RESULT OF THE CRINE

CASH VALUE STOLEN FROF: $20

EVIDENCE?® FROFERTY WAS RECOVERED

*******l&l**tY**i**K*t*l*l****t**tl*ll#**ll****&**ﬁ§i§(5§;&#t KAXTKERXRERAXRKKKE XX

CASE HUMEER 2 LIKELTHOOD

OFFENSE? SEXUAL ASSAULT
IC/NEF RELATIONSHIF! IMMEDIATE FaMIL D mmm eime e
éIOR CRIMINAL RECORDS DEFENDANT HAS N IOR RECORD ( 23- 2%)
YSICAL INJURY: INJURY REQUIRING 10 DAYS
HOSFITALIZATION
SEX DF VICTIN: FEMALE
AGE OF VICTIM: 10 YEARS OLD
FSYCHOLOGICAL INJURY! VICTINM BOES NOT NEED

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSEL1RG AS A
RESULT OF THE CRIME

WITNESS AVAILARILITY? NO WITNESSES OTHER THAN THE
VICTIM ARE AVAILAELE

L322 P T ST  SFeRR T P PR ST AR TTE e T SRRSOt 2222233222333 32323938

CASE NUMBER 3 LIKELIHOOD

DFFENSE: HOMICIDE
VIC/DEF RELATIONSHIF: STRANGERS ——m e ceem
FRIOR CRININAL RECOKU: DEFENDANT HAS NO PRIOR RECORD ¢ 26- 28)
SEX OF VICTIM? FEMALE
AGE OF VICTIN: 25 YEARS OLID
FSYCHOLOGICAL INJURY! SURVIVOR NEEDS FSYCHOLOGICAL

COUNSELING AS A RESULT OF

THE CRIME
WITNESS AVAILARILITY? NO WITNESSES ARE AVATLAELE

¢

4A



o

Now 1 am going to ask you some questions about victim harm and how
victim harm affects the way you do your job.

For these questions--and for the rest of the survey as well--when I say
victim harm I mean the physical, emotional, financial and social effects
of the crime on the victim.

For homicide cases victim harm refers to the harm suffered by close family
members who survive the death of the victim,

6. Do you use information about victim harm when you make a decision to
arrest a suspect?

NO. v s v e e e e e e e e e e e S |
rYes ..... Y (50)
Llf no, why not?
2
If yes, can you explain how victim harm affects your decision to arrest
a suspect?

7. In your jurisdiction who usually learns the most detail about the harm
the victim suffered as a result of the crime? [Circle only one]

Arresting officer . . . . . . . . . e e e e e e ]
Investigating officer . . . . v o v v o v o o 0 2
Prosecutor. . . . « + ¢« + v o e e e e e 3
Victim services representative. . . . . . . . . 4
Other, specify e e s e e 5
DOn't KNOW. v v v & ¢ v & ¢ o o o o o o o o o & 9

(51)



8a. Now I would Tike you to think about all the various ways you
learn about victim harm--both formal and informal ways, documents,
conversations, etc.

What would you say are the two or three sources that give you the
most complete and useful information about victim harm?
[DO NOT PROMPT. Check all that apply]

Q. 8a Check Q. 8b Rank Q.9 Available .
‘edical report in assault, rape. . . . . e e e e % (52-55)
and homicide cases
Conversation with arresting officer
and/or investigating officer. . . . . . c e e e % . (56-59)
Conversation with the victim. . . . .. .. ... % (60-63)
Police report. . . . .+ . v v v . . . .. (64-57)
Conversation with non-victim witnesses. e e e e (68-71)
Photographs. . . . . . . . .. P e . (72-75)
Trial testimony. . . . . . . . . . .. . (76-79)
) | (80-83)
Observation. . . . . . . . . v . o .. e e e % (84-87)
Other, specify ... - _* (88-91)

8b. And how would you rank those three sources in terms of their
completeness and usefulness?

9, Of those three sources, can you estimate how often each source is

available, that is in what percentage of your cases you have an
opportunity to use each source.



.

o

10.

11,

12

13.

Now I would 1ike to ask some general questions about contact with victims.

In your jurisdiction who would you say keeps the victim most
about the progress of his case? [Circle only one]

Arresting officer. . . « « ¢« ¢« v « ¢ v « o« .
Investigating officer. . . . . . . . ¢ . . .
Prosecutor . . v ¢« v v v v v v v 0 e s e e e
Victim assistance program staff. .
Other, specify . o
Don't know . « « . . o 4 0 e 0 . e

- [ 2 -
e + =
O U W)

Think about the type of cases we've been discussing

and the contacts you've had with victims in these cases--
both formal and informal contacts--including: telephone,
correspondence, or in person,

For cases involving the following crimes, how many times, on

informed

average,

do you or other prosecutors have contact with the victim or victim

survivors about his/her case?

Robbery . v v v v v v v v o s s s e e

Sexual Assault . . ¢ v v v v v o 0 e e e e

Burglary . +« v v v v v e v e e e e « e

Assault . . . .+« . « . Cr e e e e e e e

Homicide & v v v v v o s e v v v o o 0w e

Over the past year, what percentage of your contacts were by
in-person, or by written correspondence?:

Telephone conversation . . . . . . . . . .

In-person conversation . . . . . . . . ..

Correspondence . « « . « v ¢ v ¢« v v o o

In what percentage of your cases do you have verbal or
written contact with the victim after conviction? . . . . . .

telephone,

%

(92)

(93-94)
(95-96)
(97-98)
(99-100)
(101-102)

(103-104)
(105-106)
(107-108)

(109-111)



14,

15.

Now I would like to ask you about the nature of your commun- '
ications with victims. We have Tisted three major areas of Q
conversation or correspondence you may have with victims,

These are: 1) getting specific evidentiary facts about the

case; 2) asking the victim about any kind of non-evidentiary

harm s/he suffered, for example, problems or concerns h/she

has had to deal with because of the crime, psychological needs

and so forth; and 3) telling the victim general information

about court procedures, and where and when to appear next.

Are there any other topics of conversation you might have
with the victim?

Now think about all the contacts you've had with the victims
in the type of cases we have been discussing.

We would like to get a broad picture of the nature of your
contacts with victims. Of those three (or more) topic areas
how much of the time do you spend with victims on each topic?
Please try to apportion your time among the three topics so
your total time spent adds up to 100%.

a) Getting specific evidentiary facts about the crime . . . . . % (112-114)
b) Asking about any kind of non-evidentiary harm the ‘
victim experienced eg. problems or concerns

resulting from the offense, psychological needs as
aresult of the crime. « v v v v v b 4 v v o v e e e e e e £ (115-117)

c) Telling the victim general information about
court procedures, and where and when to

appear next. . . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e % (178-720)
d) Other, specify .. . % (121-123)
Total= 100%

In what percentage of the cases do you tell the victim how
the case turned out:

a) When the case is not accepted for prosecution. . . . .. e oo % (124-126)
b) When the case is initially accepted, but later

dismissed. o v v v v v vt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e % (127-129)
c) When the case results in 2 guilty plea . . . .« . « « « . . . % (130-132)
d) After sentencing . « v v v v v v v v h e e e . e e e e % (133-135)

®



o 16. On average, about how many attempts (calls or in-person by
q police or investigator) do you make to contact victim-wit-
b ~esses when they have not appeared at an important
court event? . . L L. oL o e e e e e e e e e e e e (136-137)
dismissed
17. Can you estimate the percentage of cases that are dismissed
because the rictim/witrs.did not appear or was
unavailable? v v v v v e e e e e e e e e e e e e % (138-140)



IIT. VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENTS .

18. Some jurisdictions use a victim impact statement, which is a
written, formal statement about harm to the victim. It gene-
rally describes the extent of injury to the victim, what
effect it has had on the victim's life; it may also
contain the victim's opinion about sentencing, and so forth).

Your jurisdiction doesn't use a victim impact statement.
Do you think a victim impact statement would he useful?

NOO . . . . . . . . ¢ o . . . L] . L] . L] LI ) ]

Y S v vt ot e e e e e e e e e e e e e . (141)

Why do you think that? [PROMPT RESPONDENT ABOUT HOW HE CURRENTLY
GETS INFORMATION ABOUT THE VICTIM AND HOW OFTEN HE GETS IT AND
IF IT 1S USEFUL].

NOW SKIP TO Q24

19. Who prepares the victim impact statement?

Probation Department . . . e e e i e e s e e e e 1
Victim assistance program sfaff e e e e e e e e e e e 2
Victim . . . . . .. e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 3
Other, specify e e e e e e e 4 (142)
Don't know. . . . . . e e e s e e s e e e e e e e e 9

20. 1 am going to read a list of people who may use the victim
impact statement. Can you tell me if they use it and at which
stage of prosecution. (Circle all that apply)

Don't Not Plea Other, spec.

Know Used Brgn Sent Parotie
Prosecutor 9 ] 2 3 4 5 (143-148)
Judge 9 ] 2 3 4 5 (149-154)
Probation Officer 9 1 2 3 4 5 (155-160)
Parole Board 9 ] 2 3 4 5 (161-166)
Victim Assistance Staff 9 1 2 3 4 5 (167 172)
Other, specify 9 1 2 3 4 5 )

-10-



ASK Q20-22 ONLY IF PROSECUTOR USES THE VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT,

21.

22,

23,

IV.
24,

25.

Now look at the scale on Card B. Using the choices on Card B
please indicate how reliable the information in the victim impact
statement is? By reliable I mean accurate and complete. . . . {179)

CARD B

- Never or rarely reliable

Often reliable

Always or nearly always reliable
Don't know/never or rarely used

£ W)
| I |

In what percentage of cases of the type we have been discussing was a
victim impact statement available for you to read? . . . . ___ % (180-181)

Please describe how you use it.

VICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Does your jurisdiction provide services to victims either through
your own offices or through outside agencies? (Circle all that apply)

No . . .[skiptoQa8] . . ... ... ... 1
Yes, through our office. . . . . . . . . .. 2
es, through outside agencies. . . . . . . . 3
Don't know . .[skip to Q28]. . . . .. . . .4 (182-185)

What is the name of the victim services agency you are most familiar with?

Can you tell me what services are available at that agency? [DO NOT PROMPT
RESPONDENT].

Help dealing with emotional effects. . . . . . . . . .
Help with transportation to attend court events. . . .
Help with child care while attending court events., . .
Help with parking fees while attending court events. .
Assistance to repair broken locks, windows

or doors « « + « ¢ « . . . Gt e e s e e s a9
Financial assistance other than w1tness fees B
Motification of court events . . . . . . . . « . v e e W7
o Help dealing with legal process (e.g. going to court

with victims), . . v . o o v v v v v i e e e e e e e .. B
Referral to other community services . . « . « v ¢ v « « « 9
0 Other, specify « v ¢« ¢ 4o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 4 ¢ o s 0 s o e s o+ o 10

0O 0000
s ¢ a .
s e .
£ W N —

o o

o

(186-197)

O AdVOCACY., v v v v 4 & o v o & s o s o S B
O Don't know. . L] L ] * . . . . [ . . . ’ . » . L] L] * . L ] . . 012



26.

27.

Do you ever refer victims to an agency that provides these
services?

NO [Skip tO Q28]- ¢ & s 4 e ¥ e & & s ¥ e 1
/Yes [ ] . » . . L] L] L] ° L] L] L] [} L] L . L] v . . 2
If yétjf;;—;;;; percentage of cases do you
refer victims to an agency that provides victim services?. . . ._ %
When you have referred victims, what services did you usually expect
the victim to use? [DO NOT PROMPT. CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY]
o Help dealing with emotional effects. . . . . . . . . . 1
o Help with transportation to attend court events. . . . . . .2
o Help with child care while attending court events. . . . . .3
o Help with parking fees while attending court events. . . . .4
o Assistance to repair broken locks, windows
OF dOOTS « v v v o v o o o o o o o o s o o 8 o o s » e o D
o Financial assistance other than witness fees . . . . . . . .6
o Notification of court events . . . . . . .+ v ¢« o . . .7
o Help dealing with legal process (e.g. going to court
with victims). © v v v ¢ v v v 0 e o e e e e e s e e W8
o Referral to other community services . + + « ¢« « o« & o + o 9
o Other, specify « « v v ¢ v v v v ¢ o v o i e e s e e . 10
0 Advocacy. . . . . R
o Don'tknow. . . . . . . oo o .o . e e e b e e e e e 12

-12-

.

(198)

{199-200)

(201-212)



V.

ROLE OF VICTIM

For the last set of questions, we would Tike to ask you a few general
questions about the role ¢f the victim in the criminal justice system,

28.

29,

30.

I am going to read a series of stages in the adjudication process
and I would 1ike you to tell me if the victim is involved a great
deal at that stage, somewhat involved, or not involved at all.

By involvement, I mean non-binding involvement--the victim is
consulted and may express an opinion, but the decision maker
is not required to follow the victim's wishes.

1 - not involved at all
2 - somewhat involved
3 - involved a great deal

2.28 Q.29
Screening and ¢hirging o . . . L. T S
Setting bail . . . . .. . .+ ... e e e e
Diversion decisions. . . . . . R T
Plea bargaining. . . « « « v v o v o oo oo w
Sentencing . + « . v o 0 e o, . e e e e

Now 1 would 1ike you to tell me if the amount of the victim's
invoivement is about right or if the victim should be more or
less involved at each stage.

1 - more involved
2 - less invalved
3 - current involvement is about right

On a scale of 1 - 5 with 1 being least effective and 5 being
most effective, how would you rate your jurisdiction in the
effectiveness of its response to victims' needs? By effective-
ness to victims' needs, I mean help victims understand what
is happening in their cases and being sensitive to the problems

and concerns caused by the crime. . . . . C b e e e e e e e e e s

Why did you give it this rating?

-13-

(213-214)
(215-216)
(217-218)
(219-220)
(221-222)

(223)



The last question asks you to think about ways the criminal justice
system might be changed.

31. If your jurisdiction were given funds or other resources to create ways to
improve relations between the victim and the courts, can you suggest
how the funds or resources might be used?

32. Do you have any other comments on the role of the victim in the criminal
Justice system or do you have any questions to ask me?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION

-14-



10-6-82

PROSECUTOR TELEPHONE INTERVIEW SCENARIOS VICTIM HARM PROQUECT 9601 DOC ID: 0538C
SITE:

TODAY'S DATE: /82 TIME BEGAN: ENDED:
INTERVIEWER:

Thank you for allowing us to interview you. I want to emphasize that
anything you say today is completely confidential, No one will ever be able
to associate your name with your answers and no names or other identifiers
will be used in any reports or presentations that result from this project. I
encourage you to be as candid as possible.

As you may know, this project is being funded by the U.S. Department of
Justice, The purpose is to study and explain how various aspects of a case
influence how police, prosecutors and judges do their jobs.

This interview will last approximately one hour. There is quite a bit of
material to cover, so I will try to keep us moving along so we can finish
within an hour.

-1-



10-6-82 DOC ID #0538C

PROSECUTOR QUESTIONNAIRE ~-- TELEPHONE & FACE-TO-FACE

2

T 5 #

I. PERSONAL BACKGROUND

We would first like to ask you some questions about your background

and current position in the prosecutor's office.

1. How long have you been a prosecutor in this jurisdiction?

Under 1l year . . . . . . e i e e e e e e e
l-3years . . ... .. e e e e e e e e e e
3 = 5 YEAIS & v v 4 et e e e e e e e e e e e e e
S - 10 Years . v v v v 4 v 4 e e e e e e e e

Over 10 Years . v v v v ¢ ¢« o o o s o . e

2. What percentage of your time during the past year did
you spend on each of the following activities:

Screening cases for prosecutorial merit .
(issuing information/indictments)

Db W N =

Preparing cases for settlement or trial . _%
Trials [Time spent in court) _%
Administrative responsibilities . . . _®
Other, specify _3

Total = 100%

3. During the past year, have you been assigned to a specialized

crime prosecution team (e.g. career criminal, sexual assault unit)

Nol L] * . *® 8 & & =2 & s s L]
/ Yes *«® s & & e+

1f mt unit was that?

Career criminal. . . . « . . . . .

Sexual assault . . v v 4 s e b e 6 s e e e e

Robbery. . . . .
Burglary . .
Homicide . . . .
Violent crimes ,
Other, specify .

» e o e o .
~TOY UV N

.1
.2

(1-5)

(6)

(7-9) .

(10-12)
(13-15)
(16-18)
(19-21)

(23) ’



II. OFFICE PROCEDURES AND POLICIES

Now we would like to ask you some questions about how your office operates.

We are primarily interested in crimes of robbery, sexual assault,
burglary, assault and homicide. When answering these questions, please
think about typical cases of robbery, sexual assault, burglary,
assault, and homicide you have handled in the last 12 months.

4.

Does your office have a policy about the kinds of cases that should
be accepted at the screening stage?

NO. . . . . . . » . . . . . . . . . . L] . . . . ol
.2

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1f yes, can you describe the policy?

SCREEMING DECISION

Now we would like to know how likely it is that certain types of
cases would be accepted for prosecution by your office. We mailed to
you some cases with characteristics that are typical of the types of
cases you probably see. Please look at the packet that says
"pProsecutor Screening estimates” at the top. Do you have those
cases in front of you?

Some cases will, of course, be more common than others, but all will
be like cases you may see over a year's time., Could you tell

me what the interview number in the upper left hand corner of your
packet is. [BE SURE THE NUMBER MATCHES YOUR NUMBER].

Please read the first case. [READ THROUGE THE CASE WITH THE
INTERVIEWEE].

Over a period of time, if the police brought a group of 100 cases
with these characteristics to your office, how many of the cases
do you think would ordinarily be accepted for prosecution?

When you give your answer, use a scale of 0 to 100 with 0 being the
condition in which no such a case would be accepted for prosecution
and 100 being the condition in which all such cases would be accepted.

As you think about your answer keep in mind the variety of cases
presented to your office over the past year in which there was
probable cause to arrest an adult suspect.

Now can you tell me how many cases like the first case would be
accepted?

(ADMINISTER SCENARIOS]

(24)



NTERVIEW NUMEBER 10 FROSECUTOR/SCREENING ESTIMATES

*XI*****##***X*******tf*#*t*********#********t*****##i#***##kt**#**#******t*i’#*.

CASE NUMBER 1 LIKELTIHOOD
IFFENSE$ ARMED ROBEBERY ON 4 CITY STREET
'IC/NEF RELATIONSHIF? STRANGERS e e m——-
‘RIOR CRIMINAL RECORD: DEFENDANT HAS ONE FRIOR FELONY ¢ 25- 27
CONVICGCTION

HYSICAL INJURYS {NJURY REQUIRING 10 DAYS
HOSFITALIZATIGN

EXOOF VICTINMG FEMALE //
iGF. OF VICTIM! 25 YEARS OLD
‘SYCHOLOGICAL INJUERY? VILULTIM NEENS PSYCHOLOGICAL

COUNSELING &S A RESULT OF

THE CRIME
‘ASH VALUE STOLEN FROP!  $20

WINENCE: NO FROFERTY WAS RECOVERED
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CASE NUMRER 2 LIKELIHOOD
IFFENSE! SEXUAL ASSAULT
JIC/DEF RELATIONSHIF: IMNMEDTATE FAMTLY e e
“RIOR CRIMINAL RECORD:  DEFENUANT HAS ONE PRIOR FELONY ( 28- 30).
CONVICTION
“HYSICAL INJURY: INJUKY REQUIRING 10 1AYS
HOSFITALIZATION
EY OF UTCTIM: FEMALE
“GE OF VICTIM: 10 YEARS OLD
YSYTHHOLOGICAL INJURY: YICTIM NEENS FSYCHOLOGICAL
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#RINR CRIMINAL RECORN:  DEFENDANT HAS ND FRIOR RECORD ¢ 31- 33)
SEX OF VICTIM: HALE
AGE OF VICTIM! ?5 YEARS OLD
FSYCHOLOGICAL INJURY: SURVIVORS MO NOT NEED (34 - 54)
PSYCHOLOBGTCAL COUNSELING AS A

| RESULT OF THE CRIME Case #4 - case #10

WITHESS AVAILABILITY: MO WITNESSES ARE AVATLAELE
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SENTENCING DECISION

Now we would like to ask you about sentencing practices.

6. Again think about all the cases of robbery, burglary, assault, sexual
assault and homicide you've handled in the past year. 1In what
percentage did you make recommendations to the judge about the
Sentence?. . . . . v v v v e e v e v e e e e e e e e e e e % (55-57)
You should have another set of case characteristics that say
Prosecutor Sentencing Recormendations at the top, and a scale of
possible penalities. I would like you to think about what kind
of sentence you would recommend to the judge in these cases,

What is the interview number in the upper left corner? [BE SURE
IT MATCHES YOUR NUMBER].

Now please read the first case. [READ IT WITH THE INTERVIEWEE].

If the judge asked you to recommend a sentence in a sample of 100
cases with these characteristics what sentence do you think you
would recommend on average?

Use the sentencing scale attached to the cases to give your answer.
You may choose any one of the penalties on the scale or any combi-
nation of the five types of penalties. For example, straight prison
time without probation or a fine, or a combination of probation and
a fine, or a "split sentence"™ involving some prison time followed
by some probation time., You may also assume that the case has

been disposed of in adult court, not juvenile court.

Please tell me what sentence you would recommend to the judge in
this case.

[ADMINISTER SENTENCING SCENARIOS]



%NCARCERATION

0 = no prison time

l = up to 6 mos. time
2 =7 mos. to 1 yr,

3 =13 mos. to 2 yrs.
4 = 25 mos., to 4 yrs.
5 =49 mos., to 10 yrs.
6 = 121 mos. to 20 yrs.
7 = more than 20 yrs.
F

FINE

0 = no fine

1 =81 to 100

2 = $101 to 500

3 = $501 to 1000

4 = $1001 to 5000

5 = $5001 to 10,000

6 = more than slo,qoo

CARD E

SENTENCING SCALE

R

RESTITUTION

0 = no restitution
1l = restitution

gROBATION

0 = no probation

l = up to 6 mos. probation
2 =7 mos. to 1 yr.

3 =13 mos. to 2 yrs.

4 = 25 mos. to 4 yrs.

5 = 49 mos. to 10 yrs.

6 = more than 10 yrs.

cs

COMMUNITY SERVICE

0 = no community service

1

community service
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Now I am going to ask you some questions about victim harm and how
victim harm affects how you do your job.

For these questions--and for the rest of the survey as well--when I say
victim harm I mean the physical, emoticnal, financial and social effects
of the crime on the victim,

For homicide cases victim harm refers to the harm suffered by close family
members who survive the death of the victim.

7.

In your jurisdiction who usually learns the most detail about the harm
the victim suffered as a result of the crime? [Circle only one]

Arresting officer . . . . . . . . . .
Investigating officer . . . . . . . .
Prosecutor. . . +« +« ¢« ¢« o v v 4 e .
Victim services representative. . . .
Other, specify
pon't know. . . . . . . . . 0 .

W O N

. . - e« 3 o

(108)

Do you use information about victim harm when you make a decision about
cases you handle?

o 3 |
e e e e e e e e W2 (109)

‘LYES o .
1f no, why not? (GO TO Q.9%a) .

<+
In the next question, I am going to ask you to measure the impact

that victim harm has on your decision making. I would like you to

think about a scale of 1 to 5 where one means victim harm has no

impact and 5 means victim harms has a great deal of impact. I am

going to read a series of stages of case processing and I would like

you to tell me where on the scale you would place victim harm as a

factor in decisions you make at each stage. If you do not make decisions
at a particular stage, just say you don't participate at that stage.

No Impact 1 2 3 4 5 A Great Deal of Impact
(9=PROSECUTOR DOES NOT MAKE DECISIONS AT THIS STAGE)
How much impact does victim harm have:

o when you decide to accept or

FEJeCt @ CAS@. v v « v v 4 4 4 v 4 b e e e e e e
© when charges are filed . . . . . . . . .
o at the time bail isset. . . . . . . . ¢« « . ¢ . « . .

o during plea negotiations . . . . .

o when you recommend a sentence to the judge . . . . . (110-114)
-6-



9a. Now I would like you to think about all the various ways you
learn about victim harm--both formal and informal ways, documents,
conversations, etc.
What would you say are the two or three sources that give you the
most complete and useful information about victim harm?
[DO NOT PROMPT. Check all that apply)
Q. 9a Check Q. 9b Rank Q.10 Available
Medical report in assault, rape. . . . . . (115-118)
and homicide cases
Conversation with arresting officer
and/or investigating officer. . . . . . B, (119-122)
Conversation with the victim, . . . . . . (123-126)
pPolice report. . . . . . . . . o . . . N (127-130)
Conversation with non-victim witnesses. . (131-134)
Photographs. . . . . . « v . . . .. . (135-138)
Trial testimny- . . . ° . . . . . . . . . . . . — _% (139_142)
PSI. v v v v v v ot e e e e e e e e e e e 8 (143-146)
Observation. . . . . . « « v v v+ .. . (147-150)
Other, specify . (151-154)
9b, And how would you rank those three sources in terms of their
completeness and usefulness?
10. of those three sources, can you estimate how often each

source is available, that is in what percentage of your cases
you have an opportunity to use each source,



11,

12,

13.

14,

Now I would like to ask some general gquestions about contact with victims. .

In your jurisdiction who would you say keeps the victim most informed
about the progress of his case? [Circle only one]

Arresting officer. . . « « v v ¢ 4 ¢« v 0 o o . 1
Investigating officer. . . . . . . . . . . .. 2
Prosecutor . . . . . . e e e e e e e B
Victim assistance program staff., . . . . . . . 4
Other, specify e+ e s 4 e s 5
pon't knew . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e 9 (155)
Think about the type of cases we've been discussing
and the contacts you've had with victims in these cases--
both formal and informal contacts--including: telephone,
correspondence, or in person.
For cases involving the following crimes, how many times, on average,
do you or other prosecutors have contact with the victim or victim
survivors about his/her case?
Robbery . . . . . . . » [ ] . . . . . . . . . -_ — (156-157)
Sexual Assault . . . . .. . . 000 (158—15.
Burglary . . . " e . I T . ] . . . . . .. e (160‘-161)
ASS&Ult . »* 3 . . . . .- . . . . . . . . . . . L (162-163)
Homicide . . v v v v o 0 v e w e e e e e e e e (164-165)
Over the past year, what percentage of your contacts were by telephone,
in-person, or by written correspondence?:
Telephone conversation . . . . .. . . ... __ % (166-167)
In-person conversation . . . . « v « « o« . __ % (168-169)
Correspondence . . « « « « ¢ . 0 o0 . o e . e __ % (170-171)

Total 100%

In what percentage of your cases do you have verbal or
written contact with the victim after conviction? . . . . . . $ (172-174)



15,

16.

Now I would like to ask you about the nature of your commun-
ications with victims, We have listed three major areas of
conversation or correspondence you may have with victims,
These are: 1) getting specific evidentiary facts about the
case; 2) asking the victim about any kind of non-evidentiary
harm s/he suffered, for example, problems or concerns h/she
has had to deal with because of the crime, psychological needs
and so forth; and 3) telling the victim general information
about court procedures, and where and when to appear next.

Are there any other topics of conversation you might have
with the victim?

Now think about all the contacts you've had with the victims
in the type of cases we have been discussing.

We would like to get a broad picture of the nature of your
contacts with victims. Of those three (or more) topic areas
how much of the time do you spend with victims on each topic?
Please try to apportion your time among the three topics so
your total time spent adds up to 100%.

a) Getting specific evidentiary facts about the crime . . . ., . $ (175-177)

b) asking about any kind of non-evidentiary harm the
victim experienced eg. problems or concerns
resulting from the offense, psychological needs as
aresult of the crime. « v v ¢« ¢ v ¢« ¢ ¢ e v e e e e e e $ (178-180)

¢) Telling the victim general information about
court procedures, and where and when to

appear next- . . . 2 . ° . . . e o e s & e . . . . . . . — __% (181-183)
d) other, specify v e w4 e e % (1B4-186)
Total= 100%

In what percentage of the cases do you tell the victim how
the case turned out:

a) wWhen the case is not accepted for prosecution. . . . . . . . _ _ % (187-189)
b) When the case is initially accepted, but later

dismissed. . . v 4 v v v e e v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e % (190-192)
c) When the case results in a guiltyplea . . . . . . . ... . _ _ % (193-195)
d) After sentencing . . . . . v 4 v v e e e e e e e e e e e e % (196-198)



17.

18,

On average, about how many attempts (calls or in-person by .
police or investigator) do you make to contact victim-witnesses

when they have not appeared at an important

court event? . . . . L] . . . L] L] . . L] L] . . L] . . L] [ ] L m—— ———— (199—200)

Can you estimate the percentage of disimissed cases that are dismissed

because the witness/victim did not appear or was
unavailable? ¢ . . . o e « o o . ¢ o ¢ e o @ ¢ o e _:———-% (201"203)

=10~



III.

19,

20.

21,

Prose
Judge
Proba
Parol
Victi
Other

VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENTS

Some jurisdictions use a victim impact statement, which is a
written, formal statement about harm to the victim, It gene-
rally describes the extent of injury to the victim, what
effect it has had on the victim's life; it may also

contain the victim's opinion about sentencing, and so forth).

Your jurisdiction doesn't use a victim impact statement.
Do you think a victim impact statement would be useful?

NOI . . . L] L] [ ] L] » L] « e 9 8 & 3 . L] L] * L] 1
Yes . . . e s e e e . L] L] . . . 3 . . . . 2 (204)
Why do you think that? [PROMPT RESPONDENT ABOUT HOW HE CURRENTLY
GETS INFORMATION ABOUT THE VICTIM AND HOW OFTEN HE GETS IT AND
IF IT 1S USEFUL].
NOW SKIP TO Q25
Who prepares the victim impact statement?
Probation Department . . . e e e e e .1
Victim assistance program staff ..... e e .2
Vlctlm . L] . . . » L] . . . . L] . . . » . L] . L] .3
Other, specify 4 (205)
pon't Know. . . « v v o 0 v . e . . 9
I am going to read a list of people who may use the victim
impact statement. Can you tell me if they use it and at which
stage of prosecution. (Circle all that apply)
pon't Not Plea Other, spec.
Know  Used Brgn Sent Parole
cutor 9 1 2 3 4 5 (206-211)
9 1 2 3 4 5 (212-217)
tion Officer 9 1 2 3 4 5 (218-223)
e Board 9 1 2 3 4 5 (224-229)
m Assistance Staff 9 1 2 3 4 5 (230-235)
, Specify 9 1 2 3 4 5 (236-241)

~11-



ASK Q20-22 ONLY IF PROSECUTOR USES THE VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT.

Now look at the scale on Card B. Using the choices on Card B
please indicate how reliable the information in the victim impact
statement is? By reliable I mean accurate and complete, . . . {242)

CARD B

Never or rarely reliable

Often reliable

Always or nearly always reliable
pon't know/never or rarely used

oW N
{

In what percentage of cases of the type we have been discussing was a
victim impact statement available for you to read? . . . . __ % (243-244)

Please describe how you use it.

VICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Does your jurisdiction provide services to victims either through
your own offices or through outside agencies? (Circle all that apply) .
No .. .[skiptoQ2%]) . ... ... ... .1
ves, through our office. . . . . « . « « . .2
es, through outside agencies. . . . . . . .3
pon't know . .[skip tcQ29). . . . . . . . .4 (245-248)

What is the name of the victim services agency you are most familiar with?

Can you tell me what services are available at that agency? [DO NOT PROMPT
RESPONDENT] .

0 Help dealing with emotional effects. . . . . . . . . . . . .1
0 Help with transportation to attend court events. . . . . . .2
O Help with child care while attending court events. . . . . .3
¢ Help with parking fees while attending court events. . . . .4
O Assistance to repair broken locks, windows

or doors . . . T e e e e e s s e e e e e s e s e WD
0 Financial assxstance other than witness fees . . . . . . . .6
o Notification of court events . . . . . ¢« ¢« « « + . e Wl

0  Help dealing with legal process (e.g. going to court
with victims)., . . . . . « ¢ ¢ v v v v v v v v v oo . L8

o Referral to other community services . . . « « « « « « « . .9
O Other, speCify . ¢ ¢ v ¢ ¢« ¢ v ¢ ¢« o 6 v o o o o o o« o« o« « 10
(249-2('
O AQVOCACY.: « ¢ o o v & o o & s o o s ¢ o s o o o 0 o o o o« 211
O DON't KNOW, . v v v v ¢ a v v v v s 0 s v e e e e ee s . W12

12—



27.

28.

Do you ever refer victims to an agency that provides these

services?

1f

refer victims to an agency that provides victim services?.

When you have referred victims, what services did you usually expect the
victim to use? [DO NOT PROMPT RESPONDENT. WRITE DOWN THE RESPONSE. ]

OO0O0OO0O0

[o3Ne)

o [Skip to @29}, . . . . . . .

N
yes, in what percentage of cases do you

Help dealing with emotional effects. . . . .

Help with transportation to attend court events.

Help with child care while attending court even
Help with parking fees while attending court ev
Assistance to repair broken locks, windows

or doors . . . . . e e e e
Financial assxstance other than W1tness fees .
Notification of court events . . . .

Help dealing with legal process (e. g goxng to

with victims). . . . « v v v ¢ v v v v 0 .
Referral to other community services . . . . .
Other, specify . . v v v v v v ¢« 4 o v o o o &

. . .

ts. .
ents,

. "

.10

.1
2
.3
4

)
.6
7

.8
9

AQVOCACY. & « & v ¢ v o o o o o s o o s o v »
DOon't KNOW . v v v v v v s v v e e e e e e e

-13-
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.12

(261)

(262-263)

(264-275)



V. ROLE OF VICTIM

For the last set of questions, we would like to ask you a few general
questions about the role of the victim in the criminal justice system.

29. I am going to read a series of stages in the adjudication process
and I would like you to tell me if the victim is involved a great
deal at that stage, somewhat involved, or not involved at all.

By involvement, I mean non-binding involvement--the victim is
consulted and may express an opinion, but the decision maker
is not required to follow the victim's wishes.

1 - not involved at all
2 -~ somewhat involved
3 - involved a great deal

0.29 0.30
Screening and charging . . . . . . o0 0.
Setting bail . . . . . o . o0 e o e e e e
Diversion decisions. . . . v . . . a4 e e
Plea bargaining. . . . « « « v o o e e ee e
Sentencing . . . . . . ... 0L . e e e e

30. Now I would like you to tell me if the amount of the victim's
involvement is about right or if the victim should be more or
less involved at each stage.

1 - more involved
2 - less involved
3 - current involvement is about right

31. On a scale of 1 - 5 with 1 being least effective and 5 being
most effective, how would you rate your jurisdiction in the
effectiveness of its response to victims' needs? By effective-
ness to victims' needs, I mean help victims understand what
is happening in their cases and being sensitive to the problems
and concerns caused by the crime. . . « « v ¢ ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢ 4 ¢ 0 v .

why did you give it this rating?

~l4-

(276-277)
(278-279)
(280-281)
(282-28

(284-285)

(286)



The last question asks you to think about ways the criminal justice
system might be changed.

32, If your jurisdiction were given funds or other resources to create ways to
improve relations between the victim and the courts, can you suggest
how the funds or resources might be used?

33. Do you have any other comments on the role of the victim in the criminal
justice system or do you have any gquestions to ask me?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION

-15-



10-6-82

JULGE'S INTERVIEW SCENARIOS VICTIM HARM PRQIJECT 9601 DCC ID: 1394M
SITE:

T0DAY 'S DALE: /82 TIME BEGAN: ENDED:
INIEKVIEVWER:

Thank you for allowing us to interview you, I want to emphasize that anything
you say toaay is completely confidential. No one will ever be able to associate your
name wlti your answers and no names or other identifiers will be used in any reports
or presentations that result from this project. 1 encourage you to be as candid as
possible,

As you may know, this project is being funded by the U.S. Department of Justice.
‘'he purpose 1s to stuay ana explain how various aspects of a case influence how
police, prosecutors anag judges do their jobs.

1his 1nterview will last approximately one hour. There is quite a bit of
material t¢ cover, so I will try to keep us moving along so we can finish within an
hour.



10-6-82 DOC ID #1394M

JUDGE QUESTIONNAIRE -- SCENARIOS 4L

I. PERSONAL BACKGROUND

we woula first like to ask you some gquestions about your background and
current position in the court.

1. How long have you been a judge in this jurisdiction?

less than bmonths . . . + v ¢ v v v ¢ v o o v & .
7months tO 1l YEAr & & v o o o o o o o s o o s o s o »
13 montns to 2 Years . v v v o o ¢ s e e e s e 0 o0
Z5mMONENS TO 5 YEALS. v v o s o s o o « s o & o o 4 e
More than S YEAIS « o o o o o o o s 5 o o s o o s « o o

<. Wnat percentage of your time in the past year did you spend
ON CLIMINAL CASES 4 v & v o o o o o o o o s & s o & o o« o

8

(1~5)

(6)

(7-9) ‘Ii’



II. CASE PROCESSING AND SENTENC ING

Now we would like to ask you some guestions about how cases in your
jurisdiction are deciaced.

we are primarily interested in crimes of robbery, sexual assault,
burglary, assault ana homicide. When answering these questions,
please think about typical cases of robbery, sexual assault, burglary,
assault, ana homicide you have seen in the last 12 months.,

3.

Wwe have cescribea some case characteristics that are typical of
the types of cases you probably see. Some will, of course, be
more common than others, but all will be like cases you may see
over a year's tume.

(G1VE INIERVIEWEE THE SCENARIOS; .

Here are the cases. bBefore you read through them, could you tell
me what tne interview number in the upper left hand cocrner cf your
packet 1s? |BE SURE THE NUMBER MATCHES YOUR NUMBER] .

Please reac tne tirst case. [READ THROUGH THE CASE WITH THE
INTERVIEWEE] .

I'a like you to think about the average sentence you might give
1t a sample of 100 cases with these characteristics came to you
tor sentencing over a long period of time. As you think about
your answer, keep in mina the variety of cases you have seen in
the last year tnat had tnese kina of characteristics.

|GIVE INTEKVIEWEE CARD E].

Use tne sentencinyg scale of Card E to give your answer. You may
choose any one of the penalties on the scale or any combination of
the five types cf penalties. For example, straight prison time
without probation or a fine, or a combination of probation ana a
fine, or a "spilt sentence" involving some prison time tollowed

by scme probation time.

Assune that tne defendant woula actually serve the time you recommeng,
i.e., that the parole board's role is minimal. You may also assume
that the case nas been gisposed of in adult court, not juvenile court.



%NCARCERATlON

0 = no prison time

1 = up to 6 mos. time
2 =7mos, to 1 yr,

3 = 13 mos., to 2 yrs.
4 = 25 mos. to 4 yrs,
5 = 49 mos. to 10 yrs.
‘b = lzi mos., to 20 yrs.
7 = mecre tnan z0 yrs.
E

FINE

0 = no rine

1l =8%1 to 10O

2 = $1Ul ©o 500

3= ssoi to 1000

4 = $1001 to 500v

5 = $5001 to 1¥,000

6 = more than $10,000

CARD E

SENTENCING SCALE

R

RESIITUTION

0 = o restitution
1 = restitution

gROBATION

0 = no probation

1l = up to 6 mos. probation
2 =7 mos, to 1l yr.

3 =13 mos. to 2 yrs.

4 = 25 mos, to 4 yrs.

5 = 49 mos. to 10 yrs.

6 = more than 10 yrs.

Cs

COMMUNITY SERVICE

0 = no camnunity service
1 = community service



-‘RUIEU NUMRER &0 JUNGE/SENTENCING RECOMMENDATIONS
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CASE MUMBER 1 X F F ' K Ccs
TFENSE ARMED ROBERERY OUN A CXTY STREERT
[C/ZNEF RELATIONSHIFS STRANGERS e emer e e eee
SIOR GCRIMINAL RECORD: HWEFERDANT HAS ONE FRIOR FELONY ' ( 10- 14)
COMVICYION
AYSLCAL INJURYS INJURY REQUYRING L0 NIAYS
HOSHTITALIZATIUN
A OF VICTING FEMALE
3E OF VICTINMG <5 YEGRS O D
SYCHOLQGICAL INJURYS VICTIHM NEENS PSYCHOLOGICAL
COUNSELIHG AS A RESULT OF l"
THE CRIME
ASH VALUE STOLEN PROF:  $1000 P
ONVICTION TYFES GUIITY RY JURY
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CASE NUMBER 2 I F F R CS
’ENSE: SEXUAL ASSAULT
IC/7DEF RELATIONSHLIES IHMEDNLIATE FAMILY mes mme eme e e
RIUR CRIMINAL RECORN: NEFENRANT HAS ORE FRIOR FELUORY ¢ 4= 19
COMVICTION
HYSXCAL IMJURYS INJURY REQUIRING 10 1IAYS
HOSFXTALYZATION
EX OF VICTIMS FEMNALE
Gk OF VICTINMI 30 YEARS OLD
SYCHOLUOGICAL TINJURYS YICTIN NOES RAOT NEED

FSYCHOLOGYCAL COUNSELIRG A8 A
: RESULTY OF THE CRYIME
ORNVICTION TYFES GUILYY PLEA

R3233422 33322232323 2339 2322038334234 33 233333823333 00333223233422330022220020322220 2%

CASE NUMKER 3 X F F K cs
JFFENSE ! HOMICIDE
JIC/DEF RELATIONSHIF ! STRANGEKS P S
*RIOK CRIMINAL RECOKNG  DEFENRANT HAS ONE FRYOK FELONY ¢ R0- 24)
CONVICTLON
SEX OF VICTIM: MALE
\GE OF VICTIM: 65 YEARS 0LD . ( 25 - 59)
g8 (CHOILOGICAL INJURYS SURVIVORS N0 NOT NEED
‘ FSYCHOLOGXCAL COUHSELIRG AS A Case #4 - Case #10

RESULY OF THE CRIME
CONVICTION TYFER GUILTY PLEA



Now I am going to ask you some questions about victim harm and how
victim harm arfects how you do your job.

For tnese questions--ana tor the rest of the survey as well--when I say
victim harn I mean the physical, emotional, financial and social effects
of tne crume on tne victim.

For homiciae cases victim harm refers to the harm suftered by close family
members who survive the aeath of the victim.

4, In your jurisdiction who usually learns the most detail about the
harm the victim suffered as a result of the crime? (Circle only one)

Arresting OffiCer . v ¢« o ¢ o o s o o s s o o o o o o o 1

Investigating officer . . o v v ¢« ¢ o 4 4o ¢ ¢t o 4 0. . 2
ProSeCUtOr v o o o ¢ o o o o o o o o o o o o o s s o o o3
Victim services representative . . . +« + ¢ ¢ ¢ . . o o o4
Other, specify e s s s s s s s s 4 &5
DON't KNOW & v o 4 « & & o o o o « o s o o s o o & o o &9
5. Do you use inrormation about victim harm when you make decisions

about the cases you deciae?

’—NO. . lSKip tO QS] s o 8 e s & s e o ¢ o s e ul
Yes .

. . . . . ° . « o . . LI ) e o . ¢ o . 02

L?If no, why not?

4
It yes, |GIVE INTERVIEWEE CARD F]. Please look at Card F. It is a
scale you can use to measure the impact victim harm has on decisions
you maKe at various stages of adjudication, On the scale 1 means
victim narm does not matter at all and 5 means victim harm matters

a great aeal when you make a decision about the case.

No Impact 1 2 3 4 5 A Great Deal of Impact
(Y=JUDGE DOES NOI' MAKE DECISIONS AT THIS STAGE)
How much impact does victim harm have:
O at the time bail is st « o « v & ¢ ¢ ¢ o o« o o o o

O At SentenCing . . « « + o ¢ o s e s e bt e s e e e

0 otner, specity e e v e e e e

(60)

(61)

(62)
(63)
(64)



6a. Now I would like you to think about all the various ways you
learn apout victim harm--both formal and informal ways, documents,
conversations, and so forth,
Wnat would you say are the two or three sources that give you the
most complete ana useful information about victim harm?
(DO NOT PROMPT. CHECK ALL THAT APPLY]
Q. ba Check Q. 6b Rank Q.7 Available
Medical report in assault, rape. . . . . . (65-68)
ana homicide cases
Conversation with arresting officer
anasor investigating officer. . . . . . R . (69-72)
Conversation with the victim, . . . . . e, (73-76)
POllCE I.'eport. e o & o © ® o & e e @ . e & o 8 —— ___% (77-80)
Conversation with non-victim witnesses, e e e e % (81-84)
PhOtO(_‘deahS. e o & e o & o e ® » s e @ e e o s o — ___% (85-88)
Other, specity B (89-92).
Other, specity . (93-96)
6p. Ana how would you rank those three sources in terms of their
completeness ana usefulness?
7. Or those three scurces, can you estimate how often each source 1is
available, that 1s in what percentage of your cases you have an
opportunity to use each source?
8. Do you believe the quality of intormation you receive about harm to the victim

coula be easily improved? By Qquality we mean accuracy and completeness.

NO . . e o . [ e o . . a . . . e LI ) . . LI 4 . . ¢ o « L] l
2

Yes . . e e @ » . * o L . L] e o @ . LI ¢ o . ¢ o LI

It yés, can you suggest ways improvement might be accomplished?

(97)



. Now I would like to ask same general questions about contact with victims,

9. when court events are scheduled or rescheduled who usually notifies
the victim? {(Circle only one)

Arresting Officer . v ¢« v ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o ¢ o o o o ol
Investigating Ooff1cer . . . o ¢« 4 v ¢ ¢« o s 0 o s 0 0 o2
PrOSeCULOr . & 4 & o o o o o o o o' o o o o o s s o 3
Victim assistance program staff . . + « + ¢ ¢ ¢ . o o .4
5
6
9

Court Clerk 1 2 L] . . . . . L . . L] L] L] L] * . L] . . L] .
Other, specify e o 4 s e s e e e

Don't know; not a concern of the court . + « « . . . (98)
1U. 1In your jurisaiction who would you say keeps the victim most informed
about tne progress of his case? (Circle one)
Arresting officer. . . . v ¢ v ¢« ¢ e 4 e 4 0 v 0 e . . 1
Investigating officer . L ] . . . L] L] L] L] i L . . . . o L] 2
ProsSeCUtOL. + ¢ & ¢ + & s e o o o o o o s o s s s o o o3
Victim assistance program staff. « « ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢ 4 + o . . 4
Other, specify B -
Don't know; not a concern of the court . . .. . . . . .9 (99)
11, Do you generally have any contact with victims in typical
cases +hat result in conviction? By contact, I mean
botn formal and informal, e.g. telephone, correspondence,
1n person, etc.?
NO. . . L] . L] L] . L] L] L . . . . . . L] . L] . i
Yes L] . . . * L] L] . L] L] L] o . L] . L] ° L] . L] 2
SOMELLIMES & & + v « o o o o o s o o o o & & 3 (100)
Ir yes or sometimes, in a typical case that results in conviction
now many times, on average, do you have contact with the victim about
hlS/ner case?. . . . . L] L] . . * L] . L] L] L] L . . L] . L L] . L] . (101-102)

— f——



12. When victims and witnesses are scheduled to appear at an initial

court event and don't show up, are you generally able to find out
why they aid not appear?

m! L I ¢ . e * » . e o . ® * &

Yes . . * ® . e ®

. . . o Ol

LI ] L] L L] s s 8 L] ¢ ® !2

LWhy not?

vV

How ao you usually fina out?

(103)



IS

IIT. VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENTS

l3. Some jurisdictions use a victim impact statement, which is a written,
tormal statement about harm to the victim. It is often used by
criminal justice officials as case processing decisions are made.
Does your jurisdiction use a victim impact statement?

NO- . L] L] L . . . L] . . L] L ] . . . . L] L4 L] ° L] . . . LJ 01
Yes . . lSkip to lel L] . . [ L3 [ . [ [ [] [ . [} ] [ ] -2 (104>
14. Do you think a victim impact statement would be useful to you?
(A victim impact statement generally describes the extent of injury
to the victim, what effect it has had on the victim's life; it may
aiso contain the victim's opinion about sentencing and so forth).
No. . L] L] . - . . L] L] L] L . L] . . L] L L] L] . L] L] L] L] . . l
Yes . . . . L] . . . L] . L] . . . . L] L] . L] . . . . . . . 2 (105)
Why or why not?
NOW SKIP TO Q20 }
1>, Wio prepares the victim impact statement?
Probation Department . + ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ o o o B §
victim assistance program staff. . . o ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ 00 e 00 . W2
Vlctim . L] L] [ ] . . . L] . . L] L] L] L) L] . L L L L] . L . L] L] . .3
Other, specity Y
mn't Know. L] . L ] L L L) . . . . L] L] . * . L] L . . . L) L] . L) 9 (106)
16. I am going to read a list of people who may use the victim
umpact statement. Can you tell me if they use it and at which
stage of prosecution. (Circle all that apply)
fon't Not Plea Other, spec.
Know Used Brgn Sent Parole
Prosecutor 9 1 2 3 4 5 (107-112)
Juage 9 1 2 3 4 5 (113-118)
Probation Otficer 9 1 2 3 4 5 (119-124)
Parcle Boara 9 1 2 3 4 5 (125-130)
Victim Assistance Staft 9 1 2 3 4 5 (131-136)
Otner, specity 9 1 2 3 4 5 {137-142)



ASK Q.17~Q.19 ONLY IF JUDGE USES THE VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT. Q

17. Now look at the scale on Card B. Using the choices on Card B
please indicate how reliable the information in the victim
impact statement is? By reliable I mean accurate and
COMPLELE. v v v & 4 v o o o 2 o o ¢ o o o s o o o o o o o o (143)

S ————

CARD B

L

Never or rarely reliable

Often reliable

Always or nearly always reliable
Don't Know/never or rarely used

E- VO R
!

18, In wnat percentage of the cases of the type we've been
aiscussing was a victim impact statement available for
you to read? 5 e & ® e 6 s+ e e e & s e & & ° s s * @ % (144-146)

—— —— ot ——

1Y, Please describe now you use it.

-10-



20,

21.

)

N

VICTIN ASS1STANCE PROGRAMS

Does your jurisdiction proviae services to victims either through
your own offices or through outside agencies? (Circle all that apply)

NO . . . ISkiptoQ24) . . v v ¢« ¢ v ¢ o o »
Yes, through our office. . + « « 4 & o s
Yes, through outside agencies. . . . .
Don't know . .[skip to Q24]). . . . « .+ « &

Lo VSR S

(147-150)

Wnat is tne name of the victim service agency you are familiar with?

Can you tell me what services are available at that agency? (DO NOT PROMPT
RESPONDENT] .

Help dealing with emotional effects. « « &+ ¢ ¢ v ¢ o o & &
Help with transportation to attend court events, . . . . .
Help with cnild care while attending court events, . . . .
Help with parking fees while attending court events, . . .
Assistance to repair broken locks, windows

OF GOOLS & v & o o « o s s o o o = o o o o s o o o s s s s
Financial assistance other than witness fees . . . . . . .
Notitication of court events . v ¢ ¢« ¢« ¢ v 4 e e e e e e ow e
Help dealing with legal process (e.g. going to court

WIth VICEIMS) . ¢ & ¢ v 4 4 v ¢ ¢ o o o s o o o o o o » » o8
O Reterral to other community SErvicesS « + « o o & o ¢ o o « 9
O Cther, SPeClfy . « v v & ¢ 4 o ¢ o o o o « o s o o o s o 10

....
RS E™

¢ 0O 0o0oCcCOo

coo
Jow

O AQVOCACY:s « o« o o o o s o o o s o o s o o o o s 2 o o s« o11
o mn‘t know. - - L] L) L] L] L] L] L . L] L . . . » » » ] » . - L ‘12 (151-162)

Do you ever refer victims to an agency that provides these
services?

NO lSklp to 024] . ® & 8 o e o ¢ @ e o e s @ l
2

Yes . . ° . s o . . LI ] . . L] . . . LI} . .

(163)

If yes, in what percentage of cases do you refer victims
to an agency thaf provides victim services?, . . . . . . L] (164-165)

— ———

-11-



24,

When you have referred victims, what services did you usually expect the '
victim to use? [DO NOI PROMPT RESPONDENT] .

Help dealing with emoticnal effects. . . « « ¢« « &« « &
Help with transportation to attend court events., . .
Help with child care while attending court events. . .
help witn parking fees while attending court events. .
Assistance to repair broken locks, windows

OF AOOLS 4 4 o o s o ¢ o o s o s o a 8 s s s s s o o s o o9
Financial assistance other than witness fees . . . . « . . .6
Notification Of court eventsS v « « o « o ¢ o o o o o 2 o o o7
0 help cealing with legal process (e.g. going to court

WIth VICEIMS) . o ¢ 4 o o o o o o o 2 o o s o s o o s o » o8

0 Referral to other COMMUNItY SEIVICES + 4 ¢ v o o ¢ o o o o 9
O Other, speClfy . &+ v 4 ¢ ¢ o o o v o o o o o = o » o+ o« 10

00000

(el o]

O AGVOCECYs o o « o o o o o s o o s o s o s o o« ¢« o o o o o 11
O mn't knw - Ll . L ] L] . L] o L] . L) L] . . . L] . L] - L ] L] L] . L] 12 (166-177)

On a scale of 1 - 5 with 1 being least effective and 5 being
most effective, how would you rate your jurisdiction in the
effectiveness of its response to victims' needs? By effective-
ness to victims' needs, I mean help victims understand what
is happening in their cases and being sensitive to the problems .
ana concerns caused by the Crime « . « « o « ¢« ¢ s o« o o o o (178)

on—————

Why ala you give it this rating?

-12-



. V. ROLE OF VICTIM

For the last set of questions, we would like to ask you a few general
questions about the role of the victim in the criminal justice system.

EXXEL

25. Some people believe the victim should have more non-binding involvement
in the criminal justice process. 1 am going to read a series of stages
ot case processing and ask you to tell me if you think the amount of victim
involvement in your jurisdiction is about right or if the victim should be
more or less involvea at each stage in the criminal justice process?

1l - more involved

2 - less involved

3 - current involvement is

Screening and charging . .

%ttim mil L ] 1 ] L] . * . .

Diversion decisions., . . .
0 Plea bargaining. . . « . .«

Sentencing . . . . . . . .

Tne last two questions ask you to think about ways
system might be changed.

about

right

o (179)

« o (180)

.o (181)
- (182)

. (183)

the criminal justice

<6, 1r your jurisaiction were given funds or other resources to create ways to
umprove the relationship between the victim and the courts, can you suggest

now the tunds or resources might be used?

-13-



27, 1f a aefendant is convicted upon a
¢ival damages should be awarded to

P—NO . L] . .
Yes. « .

Sometimes.

\

Don't know

_>If no, why

plea or after
the victim?

e & &
.
-
»
.

a o & e
.

not?

trial

do you think

.
.
.
e o
F RNy

It yes Oor sometimes, can you suggest what mechanics might be used?

Do you have any other comments on the role of the victim in the criminal

justice system?

214~

(184)





