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mSTORICAL TRENDS 
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1970 -1990 

This report presents some basic information about the California Department of Corrections' 
(CDC) prison and parole system. Historical trend information covering the past twenty years 
is presented in graphic and tabular form for various offender demographic characteristics and 
institutional design bed capacity. 

Institution Population 

Figure/Table 1 show the number of offenders incarcerated in a California state prison, 
conservation camp, community based facility, or Department of Mental Health hospital. The 
institution population grew from 25,033 inmates in 1970 to 97,309 inmates in 1990. The 
inmate population remained under 30,000 inmates from 1970 to 1981. After 1981 the 
population increased from under 29,000 to over 97,000 inmates in 1990. 

RaciallEthnic Composition 

FigurelTable 2 present information on the racial/ethnic composition of the institution 
population during the 1970 to 1990 time period. White male inmates dropped from 52 
percent of the male institution population in 1970 to 29 percent in 1990. Most of this shift in 
racial composition was related to the large increase in the percentage of Hispanic (Mexican) 
(16 percent to 30 percent). There were also smaller percentage increases in the Black and 
Other racial/ethnic groups. 

Institution Population by Offense Category 

FigurelTable 3 show the change in the percentage of felon inmates incarcerated for violent, 
property, drug and other offenses. The percentage of inmates incarcerated for violent crimes 
during 1970 through 1990 decreased from 54 percent to 43 percent for male felons and from 
34 percent to 24 percent for female felons. For drug offenses, the percentages increased from 
15 percent to 24 percent for male felons and 26 percent to 38 percent for female felons. The 
percentage of both male and female felons showed little change in admissions for property or 
other offenses. 

New Admissions by Offense CategQry 

FigurelTable 4 show the per capita rate of felon new admissions by offense category. From 
1970 to 1990 the per capita rate of felon new admissions increased from 23.4 to 131.0 per 
100,000 California population. For male drug offenses the per capita rate increased steadily 
from 1979, but began to climb sharply each year since 1983. The 1990 male drug offense per 
capita rate is unique in that the rate is almost level with 1989, yet the five previous years had 
the highest rate increases ever. The male violent offense per capita rate was fairly constant 
(at an average of 28.4) from 1985 through 1989, but increased to 32.6 in 1990. 

Parole Violators Returned to Prison 

Figure/Table 5 present information on the number of parole violators (PV) returned to 
prison. The number of PVs returned to prison increased from 2,563 to 54,379 during the 
1970 to 1990 time period. From 1970 through 1981, the number of PVs remained under 
4,000, but increased rapidly to 54,379 during the 1982 to 1990 time period. 



AdmissionlReturn Status 

FigureITable 6 indicate the percentage composition of the felon institution population with 
respect to admission/return status. New admissions, Parole Violators-Returned to Custody 
(PV-RTCs) and Parole Violators-With New Terms (PV-WNTs) are shown as a percentage of 
the overall felon population. From 1975 to 1984, male felon new admissions exceeded 75 
percent, while the percentage of male PV-RTCs decreased to less than 5 percent during the 
1975 to 1982 time period. However, as the new admission percentage decreased to 63 percent 
in 1990, the PV-RTC percentage increased and reached 14 percent by 1990. 

Felon Parole and Civil Narcotic Population 

FigureITable 7 show the growth in the felon parole and civil narcotic addict (CNA) outpatient 
population from 18,928 in 1970 to 69,771 in 1990. From 1970 through 1982, the population 
fluctuated from year-to-year. Beginning in 1983, the parole/outpatient population 
significantly increased and continued to increase. In 1990 alone, the parole/outpatient 
population increased by almost 11,000 offenders. 

Releases to Parole 

FigureITable 8 present information on the total number of felons annually released to parole. 
Since 1970 the number of annual releases to parole has increased from 8,516 to 82,419 in 
1990. 

Average Time Served in CDC Institutions 

FigureITable 9 show the change in the average (median) months of time served in CDC 
institutions by felons first released to parole. For male felons the time served decreased from 
36 months to 12 months and for female felons from 18 months to 10 months during the 1970 
to 1990 time period. Time served in jail prior to commitment to prison is not included in 
these calculations. 

Design Bed Capacity and Overcrowding 

Figure/Table 10 show the change in the design bed capacity of CDC facilities and the 
institution population from June 30, 1970 to June 30, 1990. From 1970 to 1990, design bed 
capacity increased from 27,768 to 51,013 while the institution population increased from 
27,282 to 91,892. Overcrowding of design beds began in 1981 and continued through 1990. 
Note: Institution population on this table differs from FigureITable 1. Fiscal year data were 
used for FigureITable 10 because calendar year data (as used in FigureITable 1) were not 
available for all years covered in this report. 

Most of the information for this historical trend report was compiled {rom California Prisoners 
and Parolees publications from 1970 to 1989. The 1990 data are based upon recently 
published or soon-to-be published reports. In summarizing the data, efforts were made to 
maintain a reasonable consistency between years as various definitions of data elements 
changed. Some of the information, such as the percentage of PV-RTC and PV-WNT in Table 7 
for the years 1970 through 1985, was derived from old computer files. Numbers used in the 
report may not add due to rounding. The author would like to thank Paula Burbach, Data 
Analysis Unit, for the previously unpublished data she developed on the new admission offense 
groups for 1985, and Richard Bass, Data Analysis Unit, for the information and help he 
provided in determining which tables to develop and in locating other reports which contained 
additional data. 

Any questions about this report should be directed to: Arthur Chung, Research Analyst, Data 
Analysis Unit, Offender Information Services Branch, P.O. Box 942883, Sacramento, CA 
94283-0001; telephone: (916) 324-8805, ATSS 454-8805. 
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FIGURE 1 

ADULT CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION POPULATION. 
FELONS AND NON-FELONS 

DECEMBER 31. 1970 - DECEMBER 31. 1990 
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*lNSTITUTION POPULATION includes offenders incarcerated in a state prison, conservation camp, community based facility, or 
Department of Mental Health hospital. 
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TABLE 1 

ADULT CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION POPULATION. 
FELONS AND NON-FELONS 

DECEMBER 31. 1970 - DECEMBER 31. 1990 

1973 22,486 2,713 21,557 19,247 2,310 929 627 302 
1974 24,741 2,255 .23,786 21,370 2,416 955 614 341 
1975 20,028 -4,713 19,008 16,662 2,346 1,020 698 322 

'!I~~:~!,iii'1~tiE;''':'':I::,;i:_li;~tfti~:!:g~~r~!tjl1~~1i~!;i:;'r!11!!~!;;:f!;!~'~: 
1979 22,632 1,307 21,400 20,255 1,145 1,232 1,027 205 
1980 24,569 1,937 23,253 22,197 1,056 1,316 1,087 229 
1981 29,202 4,633 27,m 26,681 1,094 1,427 1,232 195 

~~;::;i~i!1~15~i~i'~!a;;;,t;,;.U:r:~:j~h~~:i~;ill_1~~~I!~IIJ~~~~_l~~ 
1985 50,111 6,783 47,205 45,761 1,444 2,906 2,518 388 
1986 59,484 9,373 55,920 54,512 1,408 3,564 3.213 351 
1987 66,975 7,491 62,823 61,105 1,718 4,152 3,708 41;4 

!!lJ!ei~r«'I~i~;!~!~!!i~llf[~~!;;~~i!!1~'J~~t.B~;~!(!~~1I!~.:L~ 
*INSTITUTION POPULATION includes offenders incarcerated in a state prison, conservation camp, community based 

facility, or Department of Mental Health hospital. 
**OTHER includes civil narcotic addicts, Youth Authority wards, county diagnostic cases, and others. 
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FIGURE 2 

RACIAL/ETHNIC COMPOSITION 
MALE INSTITUTION POPULATION 

FELONS AND NON-FELONS 
DECEMBER 31, 1970 - DECEMBER 31, 1990 

Youth and AduLt Correctional Agency 
State of California 
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Note: Percents may add to more than 100% due to rounding. 
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AS OF TOTAL 
DECEMBER 31 POP. TOTAL I lJHITE I 

TABLE 2 

RACIAL/ETHNIC COMPOSITION 
INSTITUTION POPULATION 
FELONS AND NON-FELONS 

DECEMBER 31, 1970 - DECEMBER 31, 1990 

MEN 
BLACK I HISPANIC I OTHER TOTAL 

(MEXICAN) 

\IOio4!:N 

I "'HITE I BLACK I HISPANIC I 
(MEXICAN) 

:: .. ··:;;"H!1:~i!~IJ~il~~ltU~[!;,;ir:.,~!:~~1~!,':1~:~t~;~;\.l[ih!~~ft'V~::;~t;li;!!I!~ua{~li~!!;~f~!l~j~~ 
1973 22,486 21,557 48.5% 32<3% 17.6% 1.6% 929 56.6% 30.1% 10.8% 
1974 24,741 23,786 47.2% 33.0% 18.1% 1.n 955 56.8% 31.SX 9.1% 
1975 20,028 19,008 46.2% 33.4% 18.6% 1.8% 1,020 50.7X 36.2% 10.8% 

. ::;', i't;'i~1;~;;m;li~~fii';~~;:rlltl~I!,~il;~~~~;I~i,i';~iSgi,ff!,!:;E±:;,~;~,;i;fa;ti~iiEj~·l;;;;;,~·i:::.· .•• · . 
1979 22,632 21,400 39.8% 35.1% 23.2% 1.9X 1,232 41.0% 36.9X 18.4% 
1980 24,569 23,253 38.6% 35.4% 24.0% 2.0% 1,316 43.'% 36.2% 17.3% 
1981 29,202 27,775 36.2% 35.9X 25.5% 2.4% 1,427 40.3% 37.6% 16.4% 

:::;~";:~~r~t~~~!~'T!:::!~l:;i[!:!!l~~)~!~l~f;;~!{~r~i~~!!~~~f~;it¥:{i;lli~~'~:~; 
1985 50,111 47,205 34.1% 34.8% 27.1% 4.0% 2,906 36.'% 30.3% 25.'% 
1986 59,484 55,920 32.5% 35.0% 28.4% 4.2% 3,564 37.5% 27.6% 26.4% 

OTHER 

. 4.5% 
5.2% 
2. ,% 
2.5% 
2.3% 
2.3% 
3.9X 
2.1% 
3~6% 

3.7X 
3.4% 
5.7% 
7.0% 

···7.4% 

9.2% 
8.5% 
8.5% 

'987 66,975 62,823 32.'% 35.3% 28.3% 4.3% 4,152 38.2% 28.9X 24.9X 8.0% 

iE· ...... ,·· .•• ·.,X!!:FJ~1!~'~i~1;J;~~f~:$,· •·· •• i~~;·· .. !'. :j~~,,;:,rI;~I,! A::;.·.·~')~~~)JIj!T~~~~;EI~i~:~.... !:i~ 
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VIOLENT AND DRUG OFFENSES 

DECEMBER 31, 1970 - DECEMBER 31, 1990 

_.-------------_ .. _-----_._. 

-------.----.--.--.-~~ ........ 

Youth and Ac1Jl t Correctional Agency 
State of California 

J~ 1991 

• MEN-VIOLENT 

• MEN-DRUGS 

..-- \JOHEN-VIOLENT 

~-- \JOHEN-DRUGS 

0% +1-_r--~--1_--+_--+_--r_~~~---+-_r-~-1_--+_--+_~r_~--_+--_r--·~-~ 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS HISTORICAL TRENDS 1970 - 1990 
Report # HIST-2 Page 3 



Estimates and Statistical Analysis Section 
Offender Information Services Branch 
Department of Corrections 

Youth and AdJlt Correctional Agency 
State of California 

JI.I1e 1991 

AS OF 

TABLE 3 

FELON INSTITUTION POPULATION 
BY OFFENSE 

DECEMBER 31. 1970 - DECEMBER 31, 1990 

"'OMEN 
DECEMBER 31 POPULATION VIOLENT r POPULATlONFVIOlENT PROPERTY DRUGS OTHER 

X X X X X 

·"::S~i·E:~II~:13r~(:';~t!jltlll.1!;~~···~~ij1~1!\;;. '·~11;·~~ji~~·::i~I~';i·~!Eir:~1~~~i •..•...... ::: 
1973 19,247 55.8X 23.3X 16.3X 4.6% 627 33.7X 32.8% 27.9% 5.6% 
1974 21.370 56.6% 23.3X 15.6% 4.5% 614 38.6% 32.4% 24.2% 4.8X 

1975 16,662 60.7X 20.1" 15.'" 4.1% 698 43.9% 30.0% 22.8" 3.3X 

. i::~ ··.·.iij;~lI·!!:~~\;~!;I~~~!~·t~··. E:E1!'·:J~·t]!:~I· .... · ... i~:":;:;·;'·i·mr·~';i~i~~jJISj!!1~~~~.~~~~!)< ii .. · .. . !::: 
1979 
1980 

20,255 
22,197 

63.5% 
63.5% 

23.5% 
24.2% 

8.8% 
7.4% 

4.2% 
4.9X 

1,027 
1.087 

44.5% 
49.1% 

31.3" 
33.8% 

19.5% 
12.6% 
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Rate per 100,000 
California Population 

FIGURE 4 

MALE FELON NEW ADMISSIONS FROM COURT 
VIOLENT, PROPERTY AND DRUG OFFENSES 

RATE PER 100,000 CALIFORNIA POPULATION* 
CALENDAR YEARS 1970 - 1990 
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*Population estimates are from the Demographic Research Unit, California Department of Finance. 
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CALENDAR TOTAL 
YEAR POPULATION VIOLENT J 

TABLE 4 

FELON NEW ADMISSIONS FROM COURT 
BY OFFENSE 

RATE PER 100,000 CALIFORNIA POPULATIOU* 
CALENDAR YEARS 1970 - 1990 

MEN 
PROPERTY I DRUGS I OTHER** V!OLENT I PROPERTY 

Io'OMEN 
I DRUGS t OTHER** 

NUMBER I RATE NUMBER I RATE I NUMBER I RATE I NUMBER I RATE I "UMBER, RATE NUMBER I RATE I NlI4BER I RATE I NUMBER I RATE I NUMBER I RATE 

1970 4.690 23.40 .. : ·.1.905:9.511,432 .• 7 .. 15 :·;.864 4.31-·· ·2251.12.< .• : 67;·. O.33·.{<11~ .0.56 .. •••.. 63. 0.31 21 0.'i0 

~:~ ::~~ ... ~:~!::~~~>:::!:~:~~:::~!;'-.i!~ · .. ·.~:~!·~~~~::~·r.:: . ~::~.~.i:.·~~:;·~:~ii .. ·:·:~ ~:~~ !~~:~! 
1973 5,147 24.66 2,233 10.70 1,497 7.17 904 4.33 205 0.98 96 0.46 118 0.57 69 0.33 25 0.12: 
1974 5,359 25.:?I1 2,425 11.45 1,535 7.25 889 4.20 232 1.10 100 0.47 95 0.45 69 0.33 14 0.07 
1975 5.765 26. n 2,801 13.00 1,646 7.64 765 3.55 221 1.03 131 0.61 124 0.58 61 0.28 16 0.07 
1976 6,910 31 .50 ~,,0a9' <,4~()82. '82:9.9~>9S2 .. 4,,34 240.:1.09. 126· (j.57/1780~8f·-12i 0.58 16 0.07 

19n 7,558 33.81<:3,447.15.422;39810.73 .>-924 4.13 296 1.32157 /0.70::.192.0.86:·;:/·;1150.5129 0.13 
1978 9.325 40.83: .•• t..11418~02<3i2ir514.ri31.065 4.66 3711.62 179 0~78 2250.99:1300.57 38 0.17 . . . 
1979 9,874 42.46 4,480 19.26 3,408 14.65 949 4.08 366 1.57 217 0.93 288 1.24 122 0.52 44 0.19 
1980 11,347 47.72 5,286 22.23 3,949 16.61 975 4.10 447 1.88 230 0.97 327 1.38 88 0.37 45 0.19 
1981 13,932 57.41 6,266 25.82 5,191 21.39 1,051 4.33 602 2.48 254 1.05 400 1.65 131 0.54 37 0.15 
1982 15,932 64.28 7j1it 28.695,948 24.001.257· 5.07 697 i.8;3001.21. x 4451.80;·:.130 ·O.5~ ·43 0.17 
1983 18,401 72.717;752- 30.63 ; ...•.. 6.68526.411,814 ·7~17..904 ·3.57349 1.38/-636:2.51-.199 0.79 62 0.24 
1984 17,602 68.28·' .... 6.72526,09 .6,090 23.62 2,153. 8.35 1~274 ·;4.94 . 292L13 .• :.·.·703:;2~73 •. ; •.. 247 0.96 118 0.46 
1985 20,505 n.79 7,662 29.07 7,030 26.67 3,238 12.28 897 3.40 370 1.40 859 3.26 371 1.41 78 0.30 
1986 23,532 87.16 7,759 28.74 7,841 29.04 4,921 18.23 1,037 3.84 374 1.39 957 3.54 546 2.02 97 0.36 
1987 26,649 96.36 7.6n 27.76 8,208 29.68 6,867 24.83 1,548 5.60 417 1.51 1,006 3.64 no 2.78 156 0.56 
1988 29,55;104.34 ..•••... 8i 015.28.30 -8,394 29.649,433 33.31-L 159 4~09 -431 1.52,ho3f i.65Y> 1fo12 3.57 72 0.25 
1989 34,226117.76 .... 8,18728.17 8,961-30.83 11,364 .39.10 ... 2,360 8.12. 491~ 1.691~ 136;i~9r. 1.598 5.50 129 0.44 
1990 39;272 131.01 };9,1J9> 32.62 9;735' 32.48 .12,05140.20 .• 4, ;04n.69· 483 1.61 -1;255· 4~19-< 1;690 5.64 175 0.58 

*Population estimates are from the Demographic Research Unit, California Department of Finance. 
**OTHER includes all other cases and any cases with missing offense data. 
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CALENDAR TOTAL 
YEAR POPULATION VIOLENT I 

TABLE 4 

FELON NEW ADMISSIONS FROM COURT 
BY OFFENSE 

RATE PER 100,000 CALIFORNIA POPULATION. 
CALENDAR YEARS 1970 - 1990 

MEN 
PROPERTY I DRUGS I OTHER** VIOLENT I PROPERTY 

WOMEN 
I DRUGS I OTHER** 

NUMBER I RATE NUMBER I RATE L NUMBER J RATE J HUMBER l RATE J NUMBERt RATE NUMBER 1 RATE L HUMBER l RATEJ NUMBER L RATE J HUMBERt RATE 

1970 4;690 23.40· 1j905: 9.511,432 ,:. 7.15.·: 864 ·4.31.:' . 225/:J .12:<.:: 1:J7·· .0~33';;::'113 0.56··. ··63.;· 0.31 
1971 4,788 .• 23.53. 2,025 :9.951,309<6.43: >921 4.53<217:;1..07::88 .... O"43;.; .. 116.0~S7 .·,«80.;0.39 
1972 4,579 l2~242,02~· 9.83 1,263 ·6~14) "·781 3.79· 205· : .. LOO .85 0.41. ";·<110o~53··:·83 0.40 

1973 5,147 24.66 2,233 10.70 1,497 7.17 904 4.33 205 0.98 96 0.46 118 0.57 69 0.33 
1974 5,359 25.31 2,425 11.45 1,535 7.25 889 4.20 232 1.10 100 0.47 95 0.45 69 0.33 
1975 5,765 26.77 2,801 13.00 1,646 7.64 765 3.55 221 1.03 131 0.61 ~24 0.58 61 0.28 
1976 6.910 . 31.50. . 3,089'14~08 ;2,182:9.95>/ 952· .4.34, 240.;1.09:.: .126';0.57· i7800~8f ,'127 0.58 

1977 7,558 33~813.447,1S~42 2;398 '0~73}>924 4.13 >:. 2961~321570~70 ... ·;.19;r; O.s6.:.i+l15 0.51. 
1978 9,325 .. 40~83':'4;114U~~02 >3;20314.031,0654.66.· 3711.62 ··179 0,,78<:.'225'0.99»·;'30 . n.s7 
1979 9,874 42.46 40480 19.26 3,408 14.65 949 4.08 366 1.57 217 0.93 288 1.24 122 0.52 
1980 11,347 47.72 5,£86 22.23 3,949 16.61 975 4.10 447 t.88 230 0.97 327 1.38 88 0.37 
1981 13,932 57.41 6,266 25.82 5,191 21.39 1,051 4.33 602 2.48 254 1.05 400 1.65 131 0.54 
1982 15,9R 64.28·t,Ul 28.69 ;;5,948 24;.00 .. ".257 5.07 ··697·2.81300 1.21:":: 445.L80,:130 ·O.5~ 
1983 18,40172.717i75230.63 ..... 6.68526.41l,8147.1t ·904 3.57349 1.38,636:2.51 '1.990.79, 
1984 17,60268.28 · .. ·6.725.26~096,ogO 23.62 '2.1538.35.: 1~2744.94 ... 292:1.13:.:.703.2.73.;>247 0.96 
1985 20,505 77.79 7,662 29.07 7,030 26.67 3,238 12.28 897 3.40 370 1.40 859 3.26 371 1.41 
1986 23,532 87.16 7,759 28.74 7,841 29.04 4,921 18.23 1,037 3.84 374 1.39 957 3.54 546 2.02 
1987 26,649 96.36 7,6n 27.76 8,208 29.68 6,867 24.83 1,548 5.60 417 1.51 1,006 3.64 770 2.78 
1988 29,5511.04.34 8.01S 28.3(J 8,394 29.64 '>9;433 3:L~1 . 1, 159 4~09431 . 1.5Zho3S· 3~65/''''n(112 3.57 
1989 34,226 117.76 ... 8,187 28.17 8,96130.83 n,36439.10 .' 2j360 . 8.12 491 ··1.6~1, 136.3~9f;:'>t598· 5.50 
1990 39 ;272 131.01 9,1"19 32.62 9;7353i~48'12,051 40.20 4~104 13.69_48:t 1-6lc~J:i25I~4~1f:1i69ri 5.64 

*Population estimates are from the Demographic Research Unit, California Department of Finance. 
**OTHER includes all other cases and any cases with missing offense data. 

21 0.10 
32 0.16 
29 0.14 
25 0.12 
14 0.07 
16 0.07 
16 0.07 
29 0.13 
38 0.17 
44 0.19 
45 0.19 
37 0.15 
43 0.17 
62 0.24 

118 0.46 
78 0.30 
97 0.36 

156 0.56 
72 0.25 

129 0.44 
175 0.58 
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FIGURE 5 

PAROLE VIOLATORS (PV) RETURNED TO PRISON* 

CALENDAR YEARS 1970 - 1990 

Parole Violators 

60,000 ,.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

54,379 

50,000 -tl----------------------------------------------------t 

40,000 I --_of; 

30,000 I F;::;::;:Hi}}:·:H·:::\':'H\. 

20,000 I 1:':: 

10,000 I t··::': .. ':H}·;'::'·H}:. 

o 
1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1~77 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 

*Parole violators include: PV-Returned to custody, i.e., parolees who have violated conditions of parole; and PV-Vith New Term, 
i.e., parolees who were returned ·for being convicted of committing another offense. 
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Estimates and Statistical Analysis Section 
Offender Information Services Branch 
Department of Corrections 

Youth and AciJlt Correctional Agency 
State of California 

J~ 1991 

TABLE 5 

PAROLE VIOLATORS (PV) RETURNED TO PRISON* 

CALENDAR YEARS 1970 - 1990 

CALENDAR 
YEAR PVs II Total Men Women II Total Men Women 

l!i1ilii!18~~illll~!if'l~;~~._Jr. 
1973 3,345 2,390 2,238 152 955 914 41 
1974 2,383 1,626 1,533 93 757 727 30 
1975 1,649 883 808 75 766 732 34 

1~~r~~Jtli1!~ili\~~;~lfi!r~;'II!;1~~~~1Il11~f!fl"lf~lrl14 
1979 2,558 1,196 1,147 49 1,362 1,325 37 
1980 2,995 1,602 1,547 55 1,393 1,354 39 
1981 3,885 2,113 2,011 102 1,n2 1,714 58 

1~51,~:'~J!t~;, 'lj~~ml!l!~l,~~~I~I;~ll~!tUfllilll~i 
1985 16,294 11,252 10,619 633 5.042 4.m 264 
1986 23,849 18.059 16.910 1,149 5,790 5,433 357 
1987 31,584 25,207 23,495 1,712 6,3n 6.029 348 

li;f:l!.1!i;!$ji1f~1!1~I~J; :;;~;iri~I~!flI11r:!!1~il'll_T~; 
*Parole violators include: PV-Returned to Custody. i.e., parolees who have violated conditions of parole: 
and PV-With New Term, i.e •• parolees who were returned for being convicted of committing another offer~e. 
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FIGURE 6 

MALE FELON INSTITUTION POPULATION BY RETURN STATUS 

DECEMBER 31, 1970 - DECEMBER 31, 1990 

Youth and Ackllt Correctional Agency 
State of California 

J~ 1991 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 

El NEU ADMISSIONS. PV-RTC IIID PV-UNT 

* Percentages were calculated based upon populations identified as New Admission, Parole Violator-Returned to Custody (PV-RTC), 
or Parole Violator-Uith New Term (PV-UNT). 
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Estimates and Statistical Analysis Section 
Offender Infonnation Services Branch 
Department of Corrections 

Youth and ActJlt CorrectionaL Agency 
State of California 

J~ 1991 

TABLE 6 

FELON INSTITUTION POPULATION BY RETURN STATUS 

DECEMBER 31. 1970 - DECEMBER 31. 1990 

AS OF NEil 
DECEMBER 31 I POPULATION I .-... --.-.. - I -II POPULATION 

1985 45.761 71.0" 9.0" 20.0" 2,240 76.6% 9.3% 14.2% 
1986 54,512 67.5% 15.2" 17.3% 2,745 71.4% 16.0% 12.6% 
1987 61,105 67.'% 15.'" 17.8% 3,614. n.BX 15.3% 11.9% 

. :;, :·1~s8·;·;:·:::.~·:;·:: "i:' "'i;'lii;;i:;: 69,319:.:: '.;\:::,::' .. :.:' 64.6% :'.':: .:: ":;.: : . .15l:8X.::;·:i::;::'::'::':j?··68:::~:I:~:::::i:l:l~::i:~::::4 ,jot'3;:::::;:;::?'::;":~?:;~!i:::;::::::::[::::::I:::iI:::·j~r~~::::::::{:;I::::::::::::?14.;·2x 
.. 1989 : "': :' ... : ... , 78 91'" ' ... ;' 63 4% . .., .... 15 5" .' . 21 '1% ":.' '. 5 317.: '.:' .' . 69 ~.: .... ,. ·::·:·:".:······'5 6"'.; .':.: .; 14 7X 
.1990·· .. :·;: ·:·:,:::'88;264' ··.·.···63:OX· ... :::::<·14:0" ··: .. ·:··ri:OX·:;:·:··'::;:··:S:317····: 68:iX···:,"::}:,t::j?,···,':6i·:::=:':· 16:6% 

* Percentages were calculated based upon populations identified as New Admission, Parole Violator-Returned to Custody (PV-RTC), 
or Parole Violator-With New Term (PV-IINT). 
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FIGURE 1 

FELON PAROLE. AND CIVIL NARCOTIC ADDICT (CNA) OUTPATIENT POPULATION 

DECEMBER 31. 1970 - DECEMBER 31. 1990 

Parolees/CNA 69.771 
Outpatients , 
70,000 , 

60,000 I 1':. 

50,000 tl--------------------------------=, ... 

40,000 I [:;;::\H::'}{H{::;;·H· 

30,000 

20,000 I'~"-~ I 

1 0, 000 ~ .. fi,:·:;:;:Hi\;:.:;;·;t_1;;:·:;:::;:;;;t_1;:;:" 

o IF;···'I'······'I'······· .. 'I .. ····;····'I'·····;'I";.;·····'1 .. ··"···'1'········'1'· ;····'li·~····,I'·····;·;·,lr .. ····'li·· .. ····ll'···;···"';', I,;·;··;q 1';';';';';"'it"""I"';';"';;'"I"'> 'I'···· ,{ 

1m1m1m1~1m1m1m1m1m1m1~1~ 1~1m1~1~1~1m1~1~1m 

*Felon parole population includes Interstate Parole Unit (ISPU) parolees receiving parole supervision in other states. Parolees 
from oth~r states being supervised by California under the Interstate Cooperative Parole Agreement (ICOOP) are not included 
in the felon parole population. 
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Estilll8tes and StatisticaL AnaLysis Section 
Offender Information Services Branch 
Department of Corrections 

Youth and AllJlt Correctional Agency 
State of CaLifornia 

J~ 1991 

TABLE 7 

FELON PAROLE* AND CIVIL NARCOTIC ADDICT (CNA) OUTPATIENT POPULATION 

DECEMBER 31. 1970 - DECEMBER 31. 1990 

PAROLE/CNA OlITPAffENr . II ME~JII - WOMEN 
AS OF ,... l· fOTAL l TOTAL 

DECEMBER 31 TOTAL CHANGE FELON CNA II TOTAL FELON CNA II TOTAL FELON CNA 
POP. I N POP. PAROLEES OUTPT. PAROLEES OUTPT. PAROLEES OUTPT • 

. i:~i\ii~~i~~w~i·~it]~~\~~::~~~,·';:i::';j';j:'~:~:: '.:.':";::f~~~;;i·:i;~i~',ji)~i~1.i~i·i~~i~ii"i:xt:;,~ 
1973 18,638 -1,714 12,996 5,642 17,018 12,164 4,854 1,620 832 788 
1974 17,074 -1,564 11.549 5,525 15,512 10,787 4,725 1,562 762 800 
1975 19,857 2,783 14,556 5,301 18,466 13,994 4,472 1,391 562 829 

,::~~~¥t2~~;~~1~'!_~i~l~f~!1~~llf_f1~i?lRli!mlll~~~1i~1f!_~!"'!!ri:f;;: 
1979 12,968 -610 9,382 3,586 11,636 8,867 2,769 1,332 515 817 
1980 13,019 51 10,460 2,559 11,810 9,853 1,957 1,209 607 602 
1981 12,"'.81 -738 11,009 1,272 11,271 to,283 988 1,010 726 284 

:3ii4\ll"~'i~~~J!J~17'~!;_~\:~~;~~lf'~ii~~]~r~i!i!il~fil~,_,'f~IJ}!lif!m~;;'i;E 
1985 28,980 3,671 28,075 905 26,740 26,066 674 2,240 2,009 231 
1986 32,956 3,976 31,730 1,226 30,211 29,317 894 2,745 2,413 332 
1987 41,646 8,690 40,242 1,404 38,032 36,980 1,052 3,614 3,262 352 

'. :: .•.... ·· .•• ;>;;;~.\,t~!~;li;a;'(i:, ..... ~:~~;\",K,~;iEi.,~~l~i;Jtt\;i:~:~;i;· •• ·r1r[.~lillil~i~t{;· ..... ill 
*Felon parole population includes Interstate Parole Unit (ISPU) parolees receiving parole supervision in other states. Parolees from 

other states being supervised by California under the Interstate Cooperative Parole Agreement (ICOOP) are not included in the felon 
parole population. 
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Felon Releases 
To Parole 

FIGURE 8 

FELONS RELEASED TO PAROLE 

CALENDAR YEARS 1970 - 1990 
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Estimates and Statistical Analysis section 
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Department of Corrections 

Youth and Adult Correctional Authority 
State of California 

Jt.ne 1991 

TABLE 8 

FELONS RELEASED TO PAROLE 

CALENDAR YEARS 1970 - 1990 

YEAR RELEASES TO PAROLE TOTAL RELEASED CHANGE IN RELEASES TO PAROLE 

MEN WOMEN TO PAROLE NUMBER X 

tili~"!~lili~!~~~i~~~~~~~i!~~;)i;ti~~i~fIJ~iJI~ili; 
1973 4,899 331 5,230 -2,522 -33" 

1974 4,717 341 5,058 -172 -3X 

1975 10,578 286 10,864 5,806 115X 

1!ltl:~':t;'~~,r',1i;~~'ifi~ji";!;J\~:~ti,";~~li::~~~t~!~&T"1'1~ 
1979 9,422 531 9,953 743 8X 

1980 11,080 679 11,759 1,806 18X 

1981 11,580 786 12,366 607 5% 

~!!1~1!:;~1~',;;:i)j~:~;~ij' ··.·'::~:i/;l!;\;f~fr~Wjj ,;j/,.i1i{iJJltii 
1985 27,571 2,070 29,641 4,930 20X 

1986 34,740 2,734 37,474 7,833 26X 

1987 46,631 3,881 50,512 13,038 35% 

0':}1;;<:,;·,:' 1'~,~;~\.~;:;~~;t,~'::;E~1';t,\i~ f{,~£g.4i~ 
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Months Served 
40 

"k ."\ 

FIGURE 9 

AVERAGE (MEDIAN) TIME SERVED IN CDC INSTITUTIONS* 
FELONS FIRST RELEASED TO PAROLE 

CALENDAR YEARS 1970 - 1990 
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* Time served does not include time spent in custody prier to reception by CDC. 
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Estimates and Statistical Analysis Section 
Offender Information Services Branch 
Department of Corrections 

TABLE 9 

~ 

Youth and Adult Correctional Agency 
State of California 

July 1991 

AVERAGE (MEDIAN) TIME SERVED IN CDC INSTITUTIONS. 

CALENDAR 
. YEAR 

1973 
1974 
1975 
·1976······ 

..... 

.. 1977··.· 
1978·'.: 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 .' 
1983> . 

1984: .. ·:····· 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 

1989. ' 
1990 

FELONS FIRST RELEASED TO PAROLE 

TOTAL FELONS 
FIRST RELEASED 

3,128 
2,922 
7,102 
5,829 
1,164 

:7,089 
7,739 
8,999 
9,367 

10,966 
15,110 '. 
16,112 
18,407 
23,898 
28,134 
3,1~·883:·.·· 

"37~224 

44.403 

CALENDAR YEARS 1970 - 1990 

TOTAL TIME SERVED 

2,939 30 
2,694 35 
6,918 39 
5~430 34 
6,741 '" ·.: •. 30 

'·6,726 .26. 
7,269 25 
8,410 24 
8,679 24 

10,285 22 
.14,121 :22,· 
14,965 23 
17,012 16 
22,019 13 
25,834 12 

'29~376 

34,057 
40,339 

TOTAL 

189 
228 
184 

470 
589 
688 

1,395 
1,879 
2,300 

TIME SERVED 

17 
23 
27 

19 
19 
21 

12 
11 
1t 

'> ~:~~~< .)), :::ii~: .. 
4,064 10. 

* Time served does not include time spent in custody prior to reception by CDC. 
** From 1970 to 1984, first releases to parole only included new admissions. From 1985 to the 

present, first releases to parole include new admissions and parole violators with new terms. 
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Department of Corrections 

TABLE 10 

Youth and AciJlt Correctional Agency 
State of California 

JlA'le 1991 

INSTITUTION AND CAMP DESIGN BED CAPACITY AND POPULATION 

JUNE 30. 1970 - JUNE 30. 1990 
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Estimates and Statistical Analysis Section 
Offender Information Services Branch 
Department of Corrections 

TABLE 10 

Youth and AciJlt Correctional Agency 
State of California 

JI6le 1991 

INSTITUTION AND CAMP DESIGN BED CAPACITY. AND POPULATION 
-RATE OF OVERCROWDING-

JUNE 30, 1970 - JUNE 3D, 1990 

AS OF INSTITUTION II TOTAL DESIGN II DESIGN BED CAPACITY RATE OF OVERCROWDING 
JUNE 30 POPULATION BED C~PACITY MEN I ~OMEN (POP./DESIGN BEDS) 

t?,~'J~.'~!f~\;S1~~~ilI~!!!f~'~"~lf.itl~!lt_i\1 
1973 21,708 22,968 21,674 1,294 94.5%' 
1974 24,233 24,382 23,068 1,314 99.4X 

1975 23,998 25,238 23,901 1,337 95.1% 

T\cl~1~i~~:i'c'~~:r~~;~~?~F'~1t!Ei!i~\~i:~!1~'II,fiVai;I!1llii~1I1:!'~"; 
1979 22,534 23,945 22,615 1,330 94.1X 
1980 23,511 23,534 22,204 1,330 99.9% 
1981 26,768 23,800 22,470 1 ,330 112.5~ 

···'··tl~7,.:i~?',C'c ;~~:.?£~1~1;';l$~(ii~',\F;':c~~,i;~';)~~·~;;i.~,;'li:~"i'fiSI~~~;;"c 
1985 47,055 29,042 27,536 1,506 162.0% 

1986 55,238 32,097 30,491 1,606 112.1% 

1987 64,737 36,916 34,894 2,022 175.4X 

!;::~~[~~~:~i,,:;~,B;Llf1;1~tj~~:~~;.· •. ·);:t:!';1'!rJ~;',~t~~!JI!!7IW.!~~;Jj 
*Design capacity is the number of inmates a facility was originally designed to house. Increases or decreases 

indicate beds lost or gained due to later conversions, additions or deactivations. 
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