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Drug Use Forecasting (DUF) Research Update 

The Drug Use Forecasting (DUF) Program, 
begun by the National Institute of Justice in 
1987, is d~signed to provide each of 24 
cities with estimates of drug use among 
booked arrestees and information for 
detecting changes in drug use trends. The 
DUF program provides the first objective 
measure of recent drug use in this segment 
ofthe population. The program is cofunded 
by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA). 

First Quarter 1991 Results 
Findings from adult booked arrestees 

During the first quarter (January through 
March) of 1991, 23 DUF sites collected 
data from rnale booked arrestees, and 21 
of those sites also collected data from 
female booked arrestees. (Note: Omaha 
and Chicago do not collect data from female 
arrestees, and Miami did not collect data. 

Drug Use by Male Booked Arrestees* 

Source: National Institute of Justice/Drug Use Forecasting Program 

Miami will collect data forthe DUF program 
during the second quarter of 1991.) 

The percentage of male booked arrestees 
testing positive for a drug ranged from 42 
percent in Omaha to 79 percent in San 
Diego. New Orleans recorded the lowest 
percent positives for female booked 
arrestees (47 percent), and Cleveland the 
highest (86 percent). Males in New Orleans 

• Positive by urinalysis, January through March 1991. Drugs tested for include cocaine, opiates, PCP, marijuana, amphetamines, methadone, 
methaqualone, benzodiazepines, barbiturates, and propoxyphene 

•• Less than 1 % 

The.AssistantAttomey General, Office of Justice Programs, establishes the policies and priorities, and manages and coordinates the activities of the Bureau ofJustice 
Assistance, Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Institute of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, and the Office for Victims of Crime. 
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Drug Use Forecasting (continued) 

recorded their lowest percent positive 
since the initiation of data collection, 54 
percent. Overall drug use among females 
in Indianapolis and San Antonio reached 
their highest percentage since data 
collection began in those sites, 57 percent 
and 56 percent, respectively. 

Juvenile arresteesldetainees 

The percentage of juvenile male arrestees/ 
detainees testing positive for drugs at the 
time of arrest ranged from 9 percent in St. 
Louis to 38 percent in Los Angeles. Multiple 
drug use was highest in San Diego, 8 
percent. Increases in marijuana use were 

detected among juveniles in many DUF 
sites. 

Amphetamine use in San Diego 
Amphetamine use among arrestees in the 
DUF sample has been highest in West 
Coast cities, particularly San Diego. The 
back cover shows trends in amphetamine 
use among male, female, and juvenile male 
arrestees in San Diego. Among male 
arrestees, amphetamine use was highest 
in 1988 (39 percent), but by the last quarter 
of 1990 had declined to 25 percent and 
remained at that figure for the first quarter 
of 1991. Amphetamine use among females 

Drug Use by Female Booked Arrestees* 

% Positive Any Drug' 

. 67 

Ft. Lauderdale 65 54 11/90 79 3/90 

45 11/88 75 4/89 

also was highest in 1988 (45 percent). 
While use overtime fluctuated more sharply 
among females than among males, the 
overall trend has been a decline, with '27 
percent of females testing positive for 
amphetamines in the first quarter of 1991. 
Use of amphetamines among juv1enile 
detainees in San Diego also peaklad in the 
third quarter of 1988, but since has shown 
aslowdecline. Tracking amphetamine use 
among booked arrestees provides insight 
into geographical differences in drug use. 
It also provides an objective baseline for 
detecting any potential emergence of "ice," 
a smokeable form of methamphetamine. 

% Positive 

15 59 16 o 2 0 

12 42 14 o 5 3 

San Jose 

Houston 

New 

56 

52 

48 8/90 64 2190 17 31 14 9 11 3 

48 10/89 68 4/90 16 45 15 2 0 

s 13 o 5 0 

Source: National Institute of Justice/Drug Use Forecasting Program 
, Positive by urinalysis, January through March 1991. Drugs tested for include cocaine, opiates, PCP, marijuana, amphetamines, methadone, 

methaqualone, benzodiazepines, barbiturates, and propoxyphene 
" Less than 1 % 
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Drug Use Forecasting (continued) 

Drug Use by Juvenile Male Arrestees/Detainees* 

% Positive Any Drug* 
j I 

Birmingham 

Cleveland 105 6 20 12 0 0 0 

Indianapolis 102 4 3 15 0 0 

Los Angeles 101 3 10 23 0 6 

Portland 73 0 0 14 0 0 0 

San Diego 98 8 2 31 8 

San Jose 83 7 2 24 2 4 2 

St. Louis 108 2 6 4 0 0 

Washington, D.C..: 95 4 18 7 0 2 

Source: National Institute of Justice/Drug Use Forecasting Program 

* Positive by urinalysis, January through March 1991. Drugs tested for include cocaine, opiates, PCP, marijuana, amphetamines, methadone, 
methaqualone, benzodiazepines, barbiturates, and propoxyphene 

** Less than 1 % 
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Drug Use Trends Among Arrestees* 

-~~~-I!I-~-~-g-~~-I!I-----__ -----__ -__ ----___ --____ -----__ ---____ _ --~~~~~g-~---------------------------------------------------

---------~------- -~--------":":'----~-------------
--------~--------------

Cleveland 

l .+' r.. .+ ...... 

----------------------------------S-----------:,;;--------------

---------- --------L-----------------""""----" 

----------------------------------~----------------;-------------+. •• +. . .. 
+. • • ...... 

Dallas 

Houston 

~-----------------------------~-------------- -;;;;'--------------------

Males Females 
Source: National Institute of Justice/Drug Use Forecasting Program 

•••••••• Juvenile Males 

• Positive by urinalysis. Drugs tested for include cocaine, opiaies, PCP, marijuana, amphetamines, methadone, methaqualone, benzodiazepines, 
barbiturates, and propoxyphene 
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Drug Use Trends Among Arrestees* (continued) 

~.. .' ... .. ____________________________________________ •• ____ 1 ___ _________ w __ 

• • •• .... 

Manhattan New Orleans 
~-------------------------------------.----------------------

Philadelphia Phoenix** 

Males Females •••••••• , Juvenile Males 

Source: National Institute of Justice/Drug Use Forecasting Program 
• Positive by urinalysis. Drugs tested for include cocaine, opiates, PCP, marijuana, amphetamines, methadone, methaqualone, be.nzodiazepines, 

barbiturates, and propoxyphene 
*. Prior to 1991, site did not test for all ten drugs (listed above) 
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Drug Use Trends Among Arrestees* (continued) 
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----------~---

San Jose 

---------------------------~-------------
----------------------------------------------------.-------------• 

~.. .--...... .. 
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+. • •••••• .-
--------------------------------------'..- ---_ .. --'. -----------------

Washington, D.C. *** 
------------------------------------------------------------------
-~j~ 

-~.:--

----------------------r~~!!·-------------------------- ----.-------+. 
•••••••••• ••••• •• 

••••• • ••••• .. 
Males Females········ Juvenile Males 

Source: National Institute of Justice/Drug Use Forecasting Program 
* Positive by urinalysis. Drugs tested for include cocaine, opiates, PCP, marijuana, amphetamines, methadone, methaqualone, benzodiazepines, 

barbiturates, and propoxyphene 
** Prior to 1991, site did not test for all ten drugs (listed above) 

*** 1988 Washington, D.C. data based on arrestees tested by D.C. Pretrial Services Agency. Drugs tested for the agency include cocaine, 
opiates, PCP, amphetamines, and methadone. Data collected after 1988 are from the DUF program 
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Amphetamine Use Among Arrestees in San Diego* 

3/87 1/88 3/88 1/89 3/89 1/90 3/90 1/91 

Male __ aa. Female ::::::::::::::::~:::::;::::::::::::;:;:* Juvenile Males ::lfiJ'ill":hl 

Source: National Institute of Justice/Drug Use Forecasting Program 
* Positive by urinalysis. Quarterly results, 1987 through 1991. Gaps on graph represent periods when data were not collected 
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