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Foreword 

This report describes the number and 
characteristics of felons convicted In 
State courts In 1988 In the Nation overall 
and, separately, In the 75 largest 
counties. The report Is based on data 
that were collected for the National 
Judicial Reporting Program (NJRP). A 
biennial statistical program which obtains 
Information on felons convicted In State 
courts. The NJRP first complied 
Information on convicted felons In 1986, 
based on a sample of 100 counties. In 
Its second year of operation, 1988, NJRP 
collected Information on a sample of 300 
counties that were representative of the 
Nation as a whole. 

The Bureau of Justice Statistics would 
like to express Its sincere gratitude to all 
the respondents who participated In the 
findings of this report. Because of the 
cooperation of these Individuals, facts to 
guide responses to sentencing and case 
processing have been made available to 
criminal Justice professionals, lawmakers, 
researchers, and the general public. 

Steven D. Dillingham, Ph.D., LL.M. 
Director 
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Introduction 

The American criminal justice system 
had lacked national information on felony 
adjudication prior to the Implementation 
of the National Judicial Reporting 
Program (NJRP). The NJRP was 
created to help fill that gap. For Its Initial 
phase in 1986, the NJRP recorded 
Information on felony convictions In a 
sample of 100 counties. That collection 
provided national estimates of the 
number of felony convictions and types 
of sentences received. 

In 1988 the NJRP expanded the sample 
to 300 counties. The sample Included 
the District of Columbia and at least one 
county from every State except, by 
chance, Vermont. Of the 300 counties, 
only 2 sentenced no felons In 1988. 
State courts In 1988 accounted for 96% 
of all felony convictions In the United 
States. The 1988 survey excluded 
Federal courts and those State or local 
courts that did not try felony cases. A 
separate BJS program reported about 
43,500 felony convictions in Federal 
courts In 1988.1 

The 1988 survey Included only offenses 
that State penal codes defined as 
felonies. The term f&lony Is not uniform 
in either its usage or definition In the 
United States. Two jurisdictions (Maine 
and New Jersey) do not use the term to 
classify their criminal offenses and six 
others offer no expllclt definition of the 
term, even though they use It as a 
criminal designation. In the 43 States 
that use and define the term felony, 
common elements do exist. With few 
exceptions, criminal codes define 
felonies by reference to place of 
Imprisonment. Most often, felony 
definitions identify the place of 
Imprisonment but not the duration, as In 
Idaho, where a felony Is a "crime 

1 In 1988 an estimated 31,356 out of 43,550 
convictions in 1988 were for felonies. The 43,550 
figure is from Federal Criminal Case Processing, 
1980-1987: Addendum for '/988 and Preliminary 
1989, BJS, NCJ-125616, November 1990, tabia 9. 

punishable by death or by Imprisonment 
In the State prison." Nearly as frequent 
Is a definition that specifies the duration 
of prison but not the piace, as In Georgia, 
where a felony is a "crime punishable by 
death, by imprisonment for life, or by 
Imprisonment for more than 12 months." 
States usually designate specific courts 
to try felony offenses, although In some 
counties more than one court may 
handie such cases. 

This publication provides estimates for 
the Nation and estimates for the 75 
largest counties. Each of the four 
sections addresses a different aspect of 
felony convictions in State courts during 
1988. 

The four sections of this publication are: 

I Felony sentences In State courts, 
which describes the number of felony 
offenders In State courts and the 
sentences they received. 

II Profile of felons convicted In State 
courts, which doscrlbes the sex, race, 
age, and other characteristics of 
convicted felons. 

III Felons sentenced to probation In 
State courts, which focuses on the most 
frequent type of sentence, probation. 
This section describes: the number of 
feions sentenced to probation In State 
courts, the type of crime for which felons 
were sentenced to probation, and the 
demographic characteristics of 
probationers. 

IV Felony case processing In State 
courts, which describes the number of 
felons convicted by trial and by guilty 
plea In State courts, compares 
sentences In cases convicted by these 
different methods, aod presents the 
average time required to process felony 
cases. 

National judicial Reporting Program, 1988 1 



Methodology 

Sampling 

A sample of 300 counties was drawn for 
the 1988 survey. Before sampling, every 
county In the Nation had a nonzew 
probability of being In the sample. In 
general, the more felony cases a county 
had, the more likely that county was to 
be In the sample. 

The survey used a two-stage, stratified 
clus,er sampling design. in the first 
stage the Nation's 3,109 counties or 
county equivalents were divided Into 8 
strata. Strata 1 and 2 consisted solely of 
the 75 largest counties In the U.S. as 
defined by 1985 resident population. 
Strata 3 through 8 con:slsted of the 
remaining 3,034 counties. 

Because the 75 largest counties account 
for a disproportionately large amount of 
serious crime In the Nation, they were 
given a greater chance of being selected 
than the remaining counties. 

Stratum 1 consisted of the 19 counties 
with the largest number of felony 
convictions In 1985, plus 12 counties 
whose participation 11'1 the survey had 
been prearranged. Every county In 
stratum 1 was selected for the sample. 

Stratum 2 consisted of the 44 most 
populous counties that were not In 
stratum 1. The 44 were ordered by their 
number of felony convictions In 1985, 
and then approximately every other 
county was selected. Stratum 2 thus 
contributed 23 counties to the sample. 
Attogether, 54 out of the 75 largest 
counties were sampled. Data on 1985 
felony convictions were obtained from a 
mail survey described in Stat"' Felony 
Courts and Felony Laws (NCJ-106273) 
and Census of State Felony Courts, 1985 
(ICPSR-8667). The 54 sampled counties 
In the 1988 NJRP survey were the same 
54 as In the 1986 NJRP survey. 

The 3,034 counties not among the 75 
largest were placed Into 6 strata defined 
by the total number of felony convictions 
in 1985 and then larrayed within stratum 
by region, and within region from largest 

to smallest on felony conviction totals. 
The final sample thus Included 246 
counties from among the 3,034 counties 
outside the 75 largest. Case-level data 
were successfully obtained on convicted 
felons sentenced in 1988 from all 300 
sampled counties. 

The 31 sampled counties In strata 1 and 
the 29 counties in strata 3 were self­
representing only, and their sampled 
cases therefore had a first stagle 
sampling weight of 1. The remaining 240 
counties sampled from strata 2 and 4 
through 8 were selected to represent 
their respective strata so that the felony 
conviction cases sampled had first stage 
weights greater than 1. 

At the second stage of sampling, a 
systematic sample of felons sentenced 
for murder/non negligent manslaughter, 
rape, robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary, felony larceny/motor vehicle 
theft, drug trafficking, and other offenses 
was selected from each county's official 
records. The total sample numbered 
80,930 cases. Of these, 52,346 cases 
were In the 75 largest counties. 

Rates at which cases we"e sampled 
varied by stratum and crime type. In 
smaller counties every fe!·"''lY case was 
taken. In larger counties all murder 
cases and rape cases were typically 
Included, but other offense categories 
were sampled. 

Before the sample of cases was drawn, 
each felon sentenced in the sampled 
county in 1988 was placed Into one of the 
eight offense categories Identified above. 
(See note on table 1.1 a for details on 
how felo,ls were categorized when 
convicted of multiple offenses on a single 
day.) These procedures gave each 
sentenced felon a single chance to be in 
the sample. An exception would have 
occurred if a felon appeared in court on 
more than 1 day for different offenses 
and received a sentence at each 
reappearance. 

Sampling error 
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NJRP data were obtained from a sample 
and not from a complete enumeration. 
Consequently, estimates are subject to 
sampling error. A standard error, which 
Is a measure of sampling error, Is 
associated with each number In the 
report. In general, If the difference 
between two numbers is at least twice 
the standard error of that dlffer~nce, 
there Is at least 95% confidence that the 
two numbers do In fact differ; that Is, the 
apparent difference Is not simply the 
result of surveying a sample rather than 
the entire population. 

National estimates of the number of 
convictions for Individual crime 
categories and for the aggregate total 
hac! a coefficient of variation of 3%. 

MissIng data 

Computations of statistics shown In the 
report's tables excluded sample cases 
that were missing data for the particular 
variables being tabulated. Tables 4.1 a 
and 4.1b, wei'S exceptions, based on 
computations that redistributed cases 
with missing data according to the 
distribution of the known cases. 

Sources of data 

For 76% of the 300 counties sampled, 
NJRP data were obtained directly from 
the State courts. Other sources Included 
prosecutor offices (6%) and courts and 
prosecutor offices combined (3%). 
Individual-level NJRP records were 
obtained through a variety of collection 
methods, including magnetic tape (25% 
of the counties), printouts and other 
documents (37%), manually completed 
forms (18%), and field co"ectlon (20%). 

Data collection for 233 counties was 
performed by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census and for 67 counties by the 
National Association of Criminal Justice 
Planners. 



Targeted population 

The survey targeted and recorded Initial 
sentences Imposed In 1988. If a 
sentence was Imposed on one date and 
then modified at a later date, the revision 
was ignored. The survey recorded 
sentanc~s that were actualiy exe(:uted, 
not suspended sentences. 

Because year of conviction was not a 
defining characteristic some cases in the 
sample were of persons convicted before 
1988 but not sentenced until 1988. In a 
few counties, where it was impractical to 
target sentences In 1988, the target was 
felons convicted in 1988. In soma of the 
cases, the data relate to sentences 
Imposed after 1988. 

Characteristics of the sample 

The smallest county in the sample had a 
1988 resident population of about 1,500 
persons; the largest county had 8.6 
million. Every State except Vermont had 
a county in the sample. The number of 
sentenced felons ranged from a low of 0 
in 2 counties to a high of 38,500 in the 
largest county. 

Crime definitions 

Before tht9 sample was drawn, eight 
crime cattOlgorles were defined. State 
penal codes, restricted to those defined 
as felonies and most closely conforming 
to each of the eight definitions, were 
Identified. Convicted felons were placed 
into appropriate categories based on 
their penal code citations and their most 
serious felony conviction. The eight 
felony categories and their definitions 
are: 

Murder and non negligent manslaughter: 
(1) intentionaliy causing the death of 
another person without extreme 
provocation or legal justification or (2) 
causing the death of another while 
committing or attempting to commit 
another crime. Nonnegligent (or 
voluntary) manslaughter Is intentionally 
and without legal justification causing the 
death of another when acting under 

extreme provocation. The combined 
category murder and nonnegligent 
manslaughter excludes Involuntary or 
negligent manslaughter, conspiracies to 
commit murder, solicitation of murder, 
and attempted murder. 

Rape: forcible intercourse (vaginal, 
anal, or oral) with a female or male. 
Inciudes forcible sodomy or penetration 
with a foreign object (which are 
sometimes called "deviate sexual 
assault"); excludes statutory rape or any 
other nonforclble sexual acts with a 
minor or with someone unable to give 
legal or factuai consent. Includes 
attempts. 

Robbery: the unlaWful taking of property 
that Is In the immediate possession of 
another, by force or the threat of force. 
Includes forcible purse snatching, but 
excludes nonforclble purse snatching, 
which is classified as larceny/theft. 
Includes attempts. 

Aggravatsd assault: (1) Intentionally and 
without legal Justification causing serious 
bodily injury, with or without a deadiy 
weapon or (2) using a deadly or 
dangerous weapon to threaten, attempt, 
or cause bodily injury, regardless of the 
degree of injury if any. Includes 
"attempted murder," "aggravated 
battery," "felonious assault," and "assault 
with a deadly weapon." 

Burglary: the unlaWful entry of a fixed 
structure used for regular residence, 
industry, or business, with or without the 
use of force, to commit a felony or theft. 
Includes attempts. 

Larceny and motor vehicle theft: 
Larceny Is the unlaWful taking of property 
other than a motor vehicle from the 
possession of another, by $!e!:!lth, without 
force or deceit. includes pocketpicKing, 
nonforcible purse snatching, shoplifting, 
and thefts from motor vehicles. Excludes 
receiving and/or reselling stolen property 
(fencing). and thefts througn fraud or 
deceit. Includes attempts. Motor vehicle 
theft Is the uniawful taking of a self­
propelled road vehicle owned by another. 

Includes the theft of automobiles, trucks, 
and motorcycles, but not the theft of 
boats, aircraft, or farm equipment (which 
Is classified as larcenyltheft). Also 
includes receiving, possessing, stripping, 
transporting, and reselling stolen 
vehicles, and unauthorized use of a 
vehicle (joyriding). Includes attempts. 

Drug trafficking: Inciudes 
manufacturing, distributing, selling, 
smuggling, or "possession with Intent to 
sell." Includes attempts. 

Other felonies: all felony offenses not 
listed above. Includes drug possession, 
forgery or fraud, weapon possession, 
negligent manslaughter, receiving stolen 
property, driving while intoxicated or 
other traffic offenses, statutory rape, and 
sexual assault (not rape). Includes 
attempts. 

Revisions 

The figures in Section 1 revise figures 
previously published In the BJS Bulletin, 
Felony Sentences In State couns, 1988, 
NCJ-126923. 
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Section I 

'W 

Felony Sentences In State 
Courts, 1988 

In 1988, 112,000 persons were convicted 
of drug trafficking nationwide. That 
number Is about 50% more than the 
number convicted In 1986, the year the 
NJRP survey was previously done. In 
the 75 largest counties, an estimated 
64,100 persons were convlctCild of drug 
trafficking, up 60% from the number 
convicted In 1986. An estimated 41% of 
convicted drug traffickers nationwide 
received a State prison sentence, up 
from 37% In 1986. The 75 largest 
counties sentenced 40% of drug 
traffickers to prison, up from 35% In 
1986. 

• Drug traffickers were an estimated 17% 
of felons convicted In State courts 
nationwide. Violent offenders, consisting 
of murderers (1%), rapists 2%). robbers 
(6%), and those convicted of aggravated 
assault (6%), together made up about 

15%.' Burglars (15%) and larcenists 
(14%) made up 29%. In the 75 largest 
counties, drug traffickers, made up an 
estimated 20% of felons convicted In 
State courts. Violent offenders made up 
an estimated 18% of felons. Burglars 
(13%) and larcenists (14%) together 
made up 27%. 

• State courts nationwide sentenced 43% 
of convicted felons to a State prison, 
26% to a local Jail (usually a year or 
less), 30% to straight probation, and 1 % 
to other nonlncarceratlon sentences. 
The 75 largest counties sentenced 44% 
of convicted felons to a State prison, 
30% to a local Jail (usually a year or 
less), 25% to straight probation, and 1 % 
to other nonlncarceratlon sentences. 

• States courts nationwide sentenced to 
life 26% of those convicted of murder or 
nonnegligent manslaughter. The 75 
largest counties also sentenced to life 

'Includes part 1 UCR violent offenses only. Other 
violent offenses such as negligent manslaughter, 
sexual assault, and kidnaping ara contained In the 
'other" category. 

26% of felons convicted of murder or 
non negligent manslaughter. 

• The average sentence n&tlonwlde to 
local Jali was 7 months. The averago 
probation sentence was 4 years. In the 
75 largest counties, the average 
sentence to local Jail was also 7 months. 
The average probation sentence was 3 
years and 4 months. 

• Felons sentenced to a State prison 
nationwide had an average sentence of 6 
years and 3 months but were expected 
to serve a third of that sentence - or 
about 2 years - before release. In the 
75 largest counties, telons sentanr:od to 
a State prison had an average sentence 
of 5 years and 7 months and were 
expected to also serve a third of that 
sentence - less than 2 years - before 
release. 

• The nations 75 largest counties 
disproportionately accounted for felony 
convictions nationwide - the 75 largest 
urban counties had 37% of the Nation's 
residents but 47% of Its felony 
convictions. 

Average length of prison Mntence81mposed by State court8 
and estimated time to be Mi"Wd, 1988 

Types of felony ssntences Imposed by State courts, 1988 

Murder 

Rape 

Robbery 

Aggravated assault 

Burglary 

Larceny 

Drug trafficking 

Other 

o 

• Sentence length 

50 

mil Estimated time to be served 

100 150 200 

Months 

The average sentence length for felons convicted of murder 
in State courts was 19 years and 9 months (237 months). 
The estimated time served In prison on that sentence was 
8 years and 2 months (98 months). 
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Table 1.10. Estimated number of felony convlcthms 
In Stata courts, 1988 

Nation 
Most serious Felon\:: convictions 
conviction offense Number Percent 

All 676,906 100% 

Murder· 9,340 1.4 
Rape 15,562 2.3 
Robbery 37.432 5.5 
Aggravated assault 37,566 5.5 
Burglaryb 101,050 15.0 
Larceny 95,258 14.1 
Drug trafficking 111,950 16.5 
Other felonies 268,748 39.7 

Note: The first 6 offenses are UCR Index crimes and are listed In order of 
decreasing seriousness. Any person convicted of multiple offenses that 
Included any of the Index crimes received the offense doslgnation of the 
most serious Index crime. Persons received the offonse designation for 
drug trafficking only if they were not also convicted of one of the Index 
crimes. 
:lnclUrles non negligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 

Table 1.1b. Estimated number of felony convictions 
In State courts, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

751arflest counties 
Most serious Felon\:: convictions 
conviction offense Number Percent 

All 320.087 100% 

Murder· 4,859 1.5 
Rape 6,723 2.1 
Robbery 24,436 7.6 
Aggravated assault 18,131 5.7 
Burglaryb 42,976 13.4 
Larceny 44,493 14.0 
Drug trafficking 64,160 20.0 
Other felonies 114,309 35.7 

Noto: The first 6 offenses are UCR Index crimes and are listed in order of 
decreasing seriousness. Any person convicted of multiple offenses that 
Included any of the Index crimes received the offense d9slgl,aOOn of the 
most serious Index crime. Persons received the offense designation for 
drug trafficking only If they were not also convicted of one of the Index 
crimes. 
~Includes non negligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 
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Table 1.2a. Types of felony sentences Imposed by State courts, 1988 

Most Nation 
serious Percent of felons sentenced to 
conviction Incarceration 
offense Total Total Prison 

All 100% 69% 43% 

MurderB 100 95 91 
Rape 100 87 69 
Robbery 100 89 75 
Aggravated assault 100 72 45 
BurglarYb 100 75 54 
Larceny 100 65 39 
Drug trafficking 100 71 41 
Other felonies 100 63 34 

Note: See note on table 1.1 a. For persons receiving 
a combination of sentences, the sentence 
designation came from the most serious penalty 
imposed - prison being the most serious, followed 
by Jail, then probation. "Prison" includes sentences to 

Nonlncarceratlon 
Jail Total Probation Other 

26% 31% 30% 1% 

4 5 5 
18 13 13 
14 11 11 
27 28 27 
21 25 24 
26 35 34 
30 29 28 
29 37 36 

death. Sentence designation ·other· includes 
unknown sentences (0.7% of cases). 
--Less than 0.5%. 
~Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 

Table 1.2b. Types of felony sentences Imposed by State courts, 
for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

Most 75 largest counties 
serious Percent of falons sentenced to 
conviction Incarceration 
offense Total Total Prison 

All 100% 74% 44% 

MurdarB 100 96 92 
Rape 100 88 69 
Robbery 100 80 71 
Aggravated assault 100 74 42 
Burglaryb 100 80 56 
Larceny 100 70 42 
Drug trafficking 100 78 40 
Other felonies 100 67 33 

Note: &Ie note on table 1.1b. For persons receiving 
a combination of sentences, the sentence 
designation came from the most serious penalty 
imposed- prison being the most serious, followed 
by jail, then probation. "Prison" Includes sentences to 

Nonincarceration 
Jail Total Probation OthAr 

30% 26% 25% 1% 

4 4 3 
19 12 12 
17 12 12 
32 26 25 
24 20 20 
28 30 29 
3a 22 22 
34 33 32 

death. Sentence designation "other" includes 
unknown sentences (0.7% of cases). 
--Less than 0.5%. 
~Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 
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Table 1.38. Average .. ntenee lengths for felony 
.. nlanee. Imposed by State court., 1;88 

Most Nation 
serious Maximum length of sentencing for felons to 
convlctlon Incarcerailon 
offense Total Prison Jail Probation 

Ma.n IIntence 

All 50 mos. 75 mos. 7 mos. 48 mos. 

Murder- 226 239 16 62 
Rape 146 183 10 64 
Robbery 100 114 16 54 
Aggravatad assault 59 89 7 42 
Burgiaryb 56 74 9 49 
Larceny 33 50 7 40 
Drug trafficking 41 66 7 43 
Other felonies 33 54 6 42 

MedIan aantena. 

All 24 mos. 48 mos. 5 mos. 36 mos. 

Murder· 180 180 12 60 
Rape 84 120 8 60 
Robbery 80 72 12 60 
Aggravated assault 24 54 6 36 
Burgiaryb 36 48 6 36 
Larceny 24 36 5 36 
Drug trafficking 24 45 6 36 
Other felonle6 15 36 3 36 

Note: See note on tables1.1a and 1.2a. Means exclude sentences to 
death or to life In prison. Sentence length data were available for 94% of 
Incarceration sentences and 95% of probation sentences. 
:Includes r:.Jnnagllgent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 
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Table 1.3b. Average sentence lengths for felony 
sentences Imposed by State courts, 
for the 75 largest counties, 1982 

Most 
serious 

__ " 75 largest countles 
Maximum length of sentencing for felons to 

conviction Incarceration 
offense Totel Prison Jail Plob3tion 

Mean sentence 

All 43 mes. 67 mos. 7 mos. 40 mos. 

Murdera 219 231 20 60 
Rape 122 154 10 60 
Robbery 86 101 13 49 
Aggravated assault 44 71 8 38 
BurglarYb 48 64 8 43 
Larceny 31 46 8 39 
Drug trafficking 34 57 7 37 
Other felonies 26 47 6 39 

Median eentence 

All 24 mos. 36 mas. 6 mos. 36 mos. 

Murders 180 180 12 60 
Rape 72 108 8 60 
Rcbbery 60 72 12 60 
Aggravated assault 24 48 6 36 
Burglaryb 28 48 6 36 
Larceny 20 36 6 36 
Drug trafficking 16 36 6 36 
Other felonies 12 3D 4 36 

Nota: Sea note on tables 1.1 b and 1.2b. Means exclude sentences to 
death or to life In prison. Sentence length data were available for 94% of 
Incarceration sentences and 95% of probation sentences. 
:Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 1.4a. Estimated percent of felone sentenced 
to life, 1988 

Nation 
Offense Percent sentenced to life 

All .8% 

Murdera 25.5 
Rape 2.7 
Robbery 1.0 
Aggravated assault .4 
Burglaryb .1 
Larceny 
Drug trafficking .5 
Other felonies .1 

--Less than 0.1 %. 
~Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 

Table 1.40. Estimated percent of felons sentenced 
to life, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

75 largest counties 
Offense Percent sentenced to life 

M ~% 

Murder- 26.0 
Rape 2.0 
Robbery 1.1 
Aggravated assault .4 
Burglaryb .2 
Larceny 
Drug trafficking .7 
Other felonies .2 

--Less than 0.1 %. 
:lnclUdes nonnegl/gent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 1.5a. Estimated time to be served In State 
prison, 1988 

NCRpB Nation 
Most percent of Estimated 
serious sentence Mean time to be 
conviction served prison served 
offense In prison sentence In prlsonb 

All 33% 75 mos. 25 mos. 

Murderc 41 239 98 
Rape 37 183 68 
Robbery 38 114 43 
Aggravated assault 34 89 30 
Burglaryd 31 74 23 
Larceny 29 50 15 
Drug trafficking 32 66 21 
Other felonies 29 54 16 

Note: See note on !abies 1.1a and 1.2a. Means exclude sentences to 
death or to life In prison. Sentence length da!a were available for 95% of 
Grlson sentences. 
Percent of sentence served was calculated from table 2-4 of National 

Corrections Rsporting Program, 1988, BJS, NCJ-134929, April 1992 and 
gxcludes credited Jail time. 

Derived by multiplying percent of sentence served by the mean 
sentence Imposed. 
:!Includas nonnegligent manslaughl9r. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 

Table 1.5b. Estimated time to be served In State 
prison, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

NCRpB 75 largest counties 
Most percent of Estimated 
serious sentence Mean time to be 
conviction served prison served 
offense In prison sentence In prlsonb 

All 33% 67 mos. 22 mos. 

Murderc 41 231 95 
Rape 37 154 57 
Robbery 38 101 38 
Aggravated assault 34 71 24 
BurglarYd 31 64 20 
La~l;eny 29 46 13 
Drug trafficking 32 57 18 
Other f(llonles 29 47 14 

Note: See note on tables 1.1b and 1.2b. Means exclude sentences to 
death or to life in prison. Sentence length data were available for 95% of 
~ison senl9nces. 
Percent of sentence served was calculated from table 2-4 of National 

eorrsctions Reporting Program, 1988, BJS, NCJ-134929, April 1992 and 
gxcludes credited Jail time. 

Derived by multiplying percent of senl9nce served by the mean sentence 
Imposed. 
~lnclud9s nonne911gent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 

10 National JUdicial Reporting Program, 1988 



Section" 

Profile of Felons Convicted 
In State Courts, 1988 

Of the approximate 677,000 felons con­
victed In State courts nationwide, 
589,000 (87%) were men and 88,000 
were women. Approximately 103,000 
men and 7,000 women ware convicted of 
a violent felony that year.1 Of the 
320,000 felons convicted In State courts 
In the 75 largest counties, 282,000 (88%) 
were men and 38,000 were women. 

• Among all felons convicted nationwide, 
about 366,000 (57%) were white, 
278,000 (41%) were black, and an esti­
mated 13,000 (2%) were of other raoes 
(American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, 
or Pacific Islander). Of the felons con­
victed In the 75 largest counties, approxi­
mately 160,000 (50%) were white, 
157,000 (49%) were black, and an esti­
mated 3,000 (1 %) were of other races. 

• Males were 87% of all felons convicted 
nationwide. In the 75 largest counties, 
males were 88% of all felons convicted. 

'Includes part 1 UCR violent offenses only. Other 
violent offenses such as negligent manslaughter, 
sexual assault, and kidnapping are contalnsd In tho 
·other" category. 

• Nationwide, among convicted felons, 
8% of the women and 16% of the men 
were convicted of a violent offense. 
Among whites, 13% of those convicted 
had a violent felony conviction offense; 
among blacks, 19%. In the 75 largest 
counties, 9% of the convicted women 
and 19% of the convicted men had a 
violent conviction offense. Among 
whites, 15% of those convicted had a 
violent felony conviction offense; among 
blacks, 20%. 

• Nationwide, male felons were more 
likely than female felons (46% versus 
28%) to have received a prison sen­
tence. In the 75 largest counties, male 
felons were also more likely than female 
felons (46% versus 28%) to have re­
ceived a prison sentence. 

• Men sentenced to prison nationwide 
had an average sentence length of 6 
years and 7 months, while women na­
tionwide, had an average prison sen­
tence of 4 years and 8 months. Men 
sentenced to prison in the 75 largest 
counties had an average sentence of 5 
years and 8 months, while women In the 
75 largest counties, had an average 
prison sentence of 4 years 4 months. 

• Men nationwide were sentenced to 
local Jail for an average of 7 months, and 
women 6 months. In the 75 largest 
counties as well, men were sentenced to 
local Jail for an average of 1 months, and 
women 6 months. The larger proportion 
of violent conviction offenses for men 
partly explains their greater likelihood of 
a sentence to Incarceration and longer 
average sentences. 

• Nationwide, about 79% of convicted 
felons had one felony corvlctlon offense, 
15% had two, and 6% had three or more. 
In the 75 largest counties. 79% of con­
victed felons also had 1 felony conviction 
offense, 15% also had 2, and 6% also 
had 3 or more. 

• Felons nationwide with multiple convic­
tion offenses were more likely than felons 
with one conviction offense to receive a 
prison sentence. Prison sentences ac­
counted for 39% of felons with ;:me con­
viction offense, 56% of felons with two 
conviction offenses, and 58% of felons 
with three or more. In the 75 largest 
counties, prison sentences accounted for 
40% of felons with 1 conviction offense, 
56% of felons with 2 conviction offenses, 
and 69% of felons with 3 or more. 

Age offelons convicted In Stat9 courts. 1988 Prison sentences Imposed In State courts, by sex 
and offense, 1988 

60% 

40% 

Percent of 
felons convicted 

20% 

0% 
13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ 

Age 

An estimated 50% of felons convicted in State courts 
in 1988 were between the ages of 20 and 29. 

Murder 

Rape 

Robbery 

Aggravated assault 

Burglary 

Larceny 

Drug trafficking 

Other 

[ill] Males 

. mill Females 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 

State courts sentenced to prison 92% of males versus 79% 
of females convicted of murder. 
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Table 2.10. Demographic characteristics of persons convicted of felonIes In State courts, 1988 

Nation 
Percent of convicted felons who were 

Most serious Number of Sex Race Age 
conviction offense convictions Total Male Female White Black Other 13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ 

All 676,906 100% 87% 13% 57% 41% 2% 9% 51% 28% 9% 2% 1% 

Murdera 9,340 100 89 11 47 52 1 10 45 28 11 4 2 
Rape 15,562 100 99 1 64 33 3 5 36 36 14 5 4 
Robbery 37,432 100 94 6 36 63 1 13 59 24 4 
Aggravated assault 37,566 100 91 9 53 44 3 8 48 29 10 3 2 
Burglaryb 101,050 100 96 4 eo 39 1 18 57 20 4 1 
Larceny 95,258 100 82 18 60 39 1 12 50 27 8 2 
Drug trafficking 111,950 100 86 14 56 43 1 6 51 31 9 2 
Other felonies 268,748 100 84 16 58 40 2 6 49 31 10 3 

--Less than 0.5%. Note: Table figures on sex are based on 85% of offenses that Included any of the Index crimes 
the estimated total of 676,906 convicted felons; received the offense designation of the most :Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
figures on race, 56% of the total; figures on age, serious Index crime. Persons received the Includes motor vehicle theft. 
70% of the total. The first 6 offenses are UCR offense designation of drug trafficking only If they 
Index crimes and are listed In order of decreasing were not also convicted oi one of the Index 
seriousness. Any person convicted of multiple crimes. 

Table 2.1b. Demographic characteristics of persons convicted of felonies In State courts, 
for the 75 largest countIss, 1988 

75 largest counties 
Percent of convicted felons who were 

Most serious Number of Sex Race Age 
conviction offense convictions Total Mala Female White Black Other 13-19 20-29 30-39 

All 320,087 100% 89% 12% 50% 49% 1% 8% 51% 30% 

Murdsra 4,859 100 91 9 38 60 2 8 47 28 
Rapa 6,723 100 99 1 56 42 2 5 38 34 
Robbery 24,436 100 94 6 32 67 1 11 59 25 
Aggravated assault 18,131 100 91 9 49 49 2 8 49 29 
Burglaryb 42,976 100 95 5 53 46 1 14 56 25 
Larceny 4,493 100 82 18 53 46 1 10 4C 31 
Drug trafficking 64,160 100 87 13 50 49 1 7 53 29 
Other felonies 114,309 100 85 15 51 48 1 6 48 32 

40-49 50-59 60+ 

8% 2% 1% 

12 3 2 
14 5 4 
4 1 

10 3 
4 1 
8 2 
8 2 

10 3 

Nota: Table figures on sex are based on 90% of offenses that Included any of the Index crimes --Loss than 0.5%. 
the estimated total of 320,087 convicted felons; received the offense designation of the most :Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
figures on race, 59% of the total; figures on age, serious Index crime. Persons received the Includes motor vehicle theft 
71% of the total. The first 6 offenses are UCR offense designation of drug trafficking only If they 
Index crimes and are listed in order of decreasing were not also convicted of one of the Index 
seriousness. Any person convicted of multiple crimes. 
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Table 2.~a. Persons convicted of felonies In State courts, by offense and demographic characteristics, 1988 

Nation 
Percent of convicted lelons who were 

Most serious Sex Race Ase 
conviction offense Total Male Female White Black Other 13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ 

All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murder· 2 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 2 4 
Rape 2 3 3 2 4 1 2 3 4 5 9 
Robbery 6 6 3 4 9 3 7 7 5 3 1 
Aggravated assault 6 6 4 5 6 10 5 5 6 6 7 10 
Burglaryb 15 17 5 17 15 13 30 1B 11 7 4 2 
Larceny 15 14 21 16 14 13 19 14 14 14 13 14 
Drug traffiCking 16 16 lB 15 16 B 10 16 17 17 14 13 
Other felonies 3B 37 4B 39 36 4B 26 37 42 47 54 4B 

Note: See note on table 2.1 a. Table figures on blacks convicted of a felony: figures on age, --Less than 0.5%. 
sex are based on B5% of the estimated total of 70% of the estimated total of 676,906 convicted :Includes non negligent manslaughter. 
676,906 convicted felons: figures on race, 56% felons. Includes motor vehicle theft. 
of the estimated total of 663,36B whites and 

Table 2.2b. Persons convicted of felonies In State courts, by offensa and demographic characteristics, 
for the 75 largest counti;;s, 1988 

751arsest counties 
Percent of convicted felons who were 

Most serious Sex Race 
conviction offense Total Male 

All 100% 100% 

Murder· 2 2 
Rape 2 2 
Robbery 8 9 
Aggravated assault 6 6 
Burglaryb 13 14 
larceny 14 13 
Drug traffiCking 20 20 
Other felonies 35 34 

Note: See note on table 2.1 b. Table figures on 
sex are based on 90% of the estimated total of 
320,087 convicted felons; figures on race, 59% 
of the estimated total of 316,BB6 whites and 

Female White Black Other 13-19 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

1 ·2 2 2 
3 2 3 'j 

4 5 10 6 10 
4 6 6 10 .6 
6 14 13 12 23 

21 16 14 13 17 
20 17 17 14 16 
44 3B 36 40 25 

blacks convicted of a felony; figures on age, 
71 % of the estimated total of 676,906 convicted 
felons. 

• Ase 
20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

2 2 2 :3 4 
1 2 3 5 9 
8 6 4 2 1 
6 6 7 9 10 

15 11 i 4 3 
13 15 15 13 15 
20 19 20 19 15 
35 39 42 45 43 

--Less than 0.5%. 
:Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 2.3a. Average age of convicted felons 
In State courts, 1988 

Most Nation 
serious Average age 
conviction In :iears 
offense Mean Median 

All 29 27 

Murder8 30 28 
Rape 33 31 
Robbery 27 25 
Aggravated assault 30 28 
Burglaryb 26 24 
Larceny 29 27 
Drug !!'f.lfficklng 30 28 
Other feloni~ .. 30 29 

Note: See note em table 2.1a. Table figures on aga are based on 100% 
of the estimated 676,906 convicted felons. 
:Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 

Table 2.3b. Average age of convicted felons 
In State courts, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

Most 75 largest counties 
serious Average age 
conviction In :iears 
offense Mean Median 

All ?9 28 

Murder· 30 28 
Rape 33 31 
Robbery 27 26 
Aggravated assault 30 28 
Burglaryb 27 25 
Larceny 29 28 
Drug trafficking 29 27 
Other felonies 30 28 

Note: See note on table 2.1b. Table figures on age are based on 100% 
of the estimated 320,087 convicted lelono. 
~Includes non negligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 
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Table 2.4a. Typos of sentences Imposed by State courts. 
by sex and race of folons, 1988 

Most Natlon 
sorlous Porcont ollelons sontencea to 
conviction Incarcoratlon Nonlncarceration 
offense Total Total Prison Jail Total' Probation Other 

Millie 

All 100% 72% 48% 26% 28% 27% 1% 

Murdara 100 96 92 4 4 4 
Rape 100 87 69 18 13 13 
Robbery 100 89 74 15 11 11 
Aggravated assault 100 75 47 28 25 24 
Burglaryb 100 76 55 21 24 23 
Larceny 100 69 42 27 31 30 
Drug traffICking 100 75 43 32 25 24 
Other felonies 100 66 36 30 34 33 

Female 

All 100% 55% 28% 27% 45% 44% 1% 

Murdara 100 86 79 7 14 14 
Rape 100 78 58 20 22 22 
Robbery 100 80 62 18 20 20 
Aggravated assault 100 54 23 31 46 44 2 
Burglaryb 100 63 39 24 37 36 1 
Larceny 100 50 26 24 50 49 1 
Drug traffICking 100 61 30 31 39 39 
Other felonies 100 51 23 28 49 48 

White 

All 100% 71% 40% 31% 29% 28% 1% 

Murdera 100 9S 89 6 5 4 
Rape 100 /36 64 22 14 14 
Robbery 100 89 74 15 11 10 
Aggravated assault 100 74 40 34 26 25 
Burglaryb 100 78 53 25 22 22 
Larceny 100 67 36 31 33 32 
Drug trafficking 100 73 35 38 27 26 
Other fe:onles 100 65 32 33 35 34 

Black 

All 100% 70% 48% 22% 30% 29% 1% 

Murdara 100 93 90 3 7 7 
Rape 100 88 78 10 12 11 
Robbery 100 89 74 15 11 11 
Ag9ravated ass&ult 100 73 49 24 27 26 
Burglaryb 100 76 61 15 24 24 
Larceny 100 66 44 22 34 34 
Drug trafficking 100 73 45 28 27 27 
Other felonies 100 60 35 25 40 39 

Note: See note on table 2.1a. Table figures on serious penalty Imposed- prison being the 
sex are based on 85% of tho estimated total of most serious, followed by jail, then probation. 
676,906 convicted felons; figures on race, 56% Prison includes sentences to death. 
of the estimated total of 663,368 whites and ·-Less than 0.5%. 
blacks convicted of a felony. For persons :Includes I'lonnegligent manslaughter. 
receiving a combinatlon of sentences, tho Includes motor vehicle theft. 
sentance deslgnatlon came from the most 
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Table 2.4b. Types of sentences Imposed by State courts, 
by ISeX and race of felons, for the 75 largest counties, 1966 

Most 751araest counties 
serious Percent of lelons sente:1ced to 
conviction Incarceration Non Incarceration 
offense Total Total Prison Jail Total Probation Other 

Male 

All 100% n% 46% 31% 23% 22% 1% 

Murders 100 97 93 4 3 2 
Rape 100 88 68 20 12 12 
Robbery 100 89 71 18 11 11 
Aggravated assault 100 n 44 33 23 23 
Burglaryb 100 80 57 23 20 2D 
Larceny 100 72 44 28 28 27 
Drug trafficking 100 81 41 40 19 19 
Other felonies 100 70 35 35 30 29 

Femsle 

All 100% 60% 28% 32% 40% 39% 1% 

Murdars 100 sa 78 10 12 12 
Rape 100 79 37 42 21 21 
Robbery 100 81 58 23 19 19 
Aggravated assault 100 57 26 31 43 43 
Burglaryb 100 72 42 30 28 27 
Larceny 100 54 30 24 46 45 
Drug traffICking 100 67 28 39 33 33 
Other felonies 100 56 21 35 44 43 

White 

All 100% 75% 37% 38% 25% 25% .. ·% 

Murdars 100 95 87 8 5 4 
Rape 100 87 61 26 13 13 
Robbery 100 90 70 20 10 10 
Aggravated assault 100 74 34 40 26 26 
Burglaryb 100 80 52 28 20 20 
Larceny 100 70 38 32 30 30 
Drug trafficking 100 83 32 51 17 17 
Other felonies 100 68 27 41 32 31 

Blsck 

All 100% 73% 46% 27% 27% 27% --% 

Murdarli 100 96 93 3 4 3 
Rape 100 88 77 11 12 11 
Robbery 100 88 69 19 12 12 
Aggravated assault 100 75 47 28 25 25 
BurglatYb 100 82 62 20 18 18 
Larceny 100 69 45 24 31 31 
Drug trafficking 100 78 41 37 22 22 
Other felonies 100 62 33 29 38 37 

Note: See note on table 2.1b. Table figures on serious penalty imposed- prison being the 
sex are based on 90% of the estimated total of most serious, followed by jail, then probation. 
320,087 convicted felons; figures on race, 59% Prison includ&s sentences to death. 
of the estimated total of 316,886 whites and --Less than 0.5%. 
blacks convicted of a felony. For persons :Includes non negligent manslaughter. 
receiving a combination of sentences, the Includes motor vehicle theft 
sentence designation came from the most 
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Table 2.56. Mean sentence lengths for felony 
sentences !mposed by State courts, by Il&X 
and race of felon., 1988 

Nation 
Most Maximum sentence length 
serious for felons sentenced to 
conviction Incarceration 
offense Total Prison Jail Probation 

Male 

All 53 mos. 79 mos. 7 mos. 43 mos. 

Murdera 240 255 16 56 
Repe 147 186 9 59 
Robbery 101 116 17 52 
Aggravated assault 62 94 7 43 
Burglaryb 57 76 8 49 
Larceny 35 52 7 41 
Drug trafficking 43 69 7 42 
Other felonies 34 56 6 40 

Famale 

All 31 mos. 56 mos. 6 mos. 42 mos. 

Murdera 167 183 16 73 
Rape 173 231 9 54 
Robbery 74 90 11 50 
Aggravated assault 27 52 7 39 
Burglaryb 37 57 7 45 
Larceny 25 41 6 38 
Drug trafficking 36 66 6 42 
Other felonies 22 42 4 43 

White 

All 45 mos. 76 mos. 7 mos. 43 mos. 

Murdera 230 252 11 77 
Rape 129 171 g 58 
Robbery 100 115 25 54 
Aggravated assault 60 107 7 40 
Burglaryb 52 75 8 46 
Larceny 29 49 6 40 
Drug trafficking 36 68 7 42 
Other felonies 30 55 6 42 

Black 

All 58 mos. 82 mos. 8 mos. 38 mos. 

Murdera 244 254 27 52 
Rape 185 211 11 55 
Robbery 103 122 15 44 
Aggravated assault 59 84 8 40 
Burglaryb 60 75 9 45 
Larceny 37 50 9 36 
Drug traffICking 46 71 8 42 
Other felonies 35 57 6 34 

Note: See note on table 2.1a. Table figures on sex are based on 85% of 
the estimated total of 676,906 convlc!ed felons sentenced to prison, jail, or 
probation and not receiving a sentence to death or to life imprisonment; 
figures on race, 56% of the estimated total of 663,368 whites and blacks 
sentenced to prison, Jail, or probation and not receiving a sentence to 
death or to life imprisonmenl 
~Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle thell 
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Table 2.5b. Mean sentence lengths for felony 
88ntoncss Imposed by State courts, by sex 
and race of felons, for the 75 largest 
count/es, 1988 

75 largast counties 
Most MaxImum sentence length 
serIous for felons santanced to 
conviction Incarcaralion 
olfensa Total Prison Jail Probatlon 

Male 

All 46 mos. 70 mos. 7 mos. 40 mos. 

MurdarB 227 239 22 62 
Rape 121 153 9 58 
Robbary 86 102 13 49 
Aggravated assault 46 72 7 39 
Burglaryb 50 66 8 44 
Larcany 32 48 7 40 
Drug trafficking 34 59 7 38 
Othar falonle5 28 48 6 39 

Femalo 

All 28 mos. 52 mos. 6 mos. 40 mos. 

Murdara 141 159 11 58 
Rape 80 159 9 64 
Robbary 60 77 11 43 
Aggravated assault 31 57 7 33 
Burglaryb 35 53 7 44 
larceny 25 40 6 39 
Drug trafficking 30 60 6 38 
Othar falonlas 17 39 4 40 

White 

All 35 mus. 65 mos. 6 mos. 40 mos. 

Murdara 195 217 12 63 
Rapa 94 131 8 54 
Robbery 76 94 11 57 
Aggravated assault 38 73 7 38 
Burglaryb 44 63 7 42 
larceny 26 44 6 38 
Drug trafficking 25 57 5 42 
Other felonies 23 49 5 38 

Black 

All 51 mos. 75 mos. 8 mOG. 35 mos. 

Mtl~dera 243 252 33 59 
Rap>.> 162 184 13 55 
Robbery 92 112 16 40 
Aggravated assault 51 76 9 34 
Burglaryb 55 70 9 39 
Larceny 34 47 9 36 
Drug trafflCkln", 36 63 7 35 
Other felonIes 26 44 5 33 

Note: See note on table 2.1b. Table figures on sex are based on 90% of 
the estimated total of 320,087 convIcted felons sentenced to prison, Jail, or 
probation and not receiving a sentence to death or to life Imprlsonmentj 
figura5 on race, 59% of the estlmated total of 316,886 whites and blacks 
sentenced to prison, Jail, or probation and not receiving a sentence to 
death or to life Imprisonment 
~Includes non negligent manslaughter. 

Inc:udes motor vehlcli) theft. 
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Table 2.6a. Offen sa. and types of santence of felons 
convicted In State court., by HX and race, 1Q88 

Most Nation 
serious Percent 01 convlCilons 
conviction sax Race 
offense Total Male Female While Black 

Sentenced to 
Inolrolratlon 

All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murder· 2 2 2 2 3 
Rape 3 3 3 3 
Robbery 7 8 4 5 11 
Aggravated assault 6 6 4 5 6 
Burglaryb 16 18 6 18 16 
Larceny 13 13 19 15 14 
Drug trafficking 17 17 20 16 16 
Other felonies 36 :l3 45 36 31 

SMtlnold to prleon 

All 100% 100% '100% 100% 100% 

Murder· 3 3 3 3 4 
Rape 4 4 4 3 
Robbery 9 10 6 7 13 
Aggravatad assault 6 6 3 5 6 
Burglaryb 18 20 8 22 19 
Larceny 13 12 20 14 13 
Drug traffICking 16 15 19 13 15 
Other lelonles 31 30 41 32 27 

Sentenc6d to jail 

All 100"10 100% ·IOO·k 100% 100% 

Murder· 
Rape 2 2 2 1 
Robbery 3 3 2 2 6 
Aggravatad assault 6 6 5 6 6 
Burglaryb 12 13 Ii 14 10 
Larceny 14 14 18 16 14 
Drug trafficking 20 19 21 19 20 
Other felonies 43 43 49 41 43 

Swltlnold to probation 

All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murder· 1 
Rape 1 1 1 1 
Robbery 2 3 1 1 3 
Aggravated assault 6 6 4 5 6 
Burglaryb 12 16 4 13 12 
Larceny 16 16 23 16 17 
Drug trafficking 16 14 16 14 14 
Other felonies 48 46 52 4!! 47 

Note: See note on tables 2.1 a and 2.4a. Prison Includes sentences to 
death. Table figures on sex are based on 85% 01 the estimated total of 
676,906 convicted felons sentenced to prison, Jail, or probation; figures on 
race,. 66% of the estimated total 01 663,368 whites and blacks sentenced to 
prison, jaU, or probatlol •• 
--Less than .05%. 
:lncludes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 
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Table 2.6b. Offenses and types of sentence 
of felons convicted In State courts, by sex 
and race, for the 751argoat counties, 1988 

Most 75 largest counties 
serious Percent of convictions 
conviction sex Race 
of/enM Total ijaJe ~emale Wlilte Eiliicli 

SMltanoad to 
Incarcer.tlon 

AU 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murder· 2 2 2 2 3 
Rape 3 3 3 2 
Robbery 9 10 4 6 12 
Aggravated assault 6 6 4 6 6 
Burglaryb 14 15 7 15 14 
larceny 13 12 19 15 13 
Drug trafficking 21 21 23 19 18 
Other felonlo& 32 31 41 34 32 

SMltancad to prllon 

AU 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murder· 3 3 3 3 4 
Rape 3 4 4 3 
Robbery 13 13 8 9 15 
Aggravated assault 6 6 4 5 6 
Burglaryb 17 18 9 20 17 
larceny 13 13 23 16 14 
Drug trafficking 18 18 21 15 15 
Other felonies 27 25 32 28 26 

!Setan"ad to Jail 

AU 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murdera 

Rape 1 2 2 1 
Robbery 5 5 3 3 7 
Aggravated assault 6 6 4 a 6 
Burglaryb 10 11 5 11 10 
larceny 12 12 16 14 13 
Drug trafficking 25 25 25 23 24 
Other felonies 41 39 47 41 39 

SMlt.nced to probation 

All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murder· 
Rape 1 1 1 1 
Robbery 4 4 2 2 5 
Aggravated assault 6 6 5 6 6 
Burglaryb 11 12 4 12 9 
larceny 17 16 24 19 16 
Drug trafficking 16 16 18 12 14 

Note: See note on tables 2.1a and 2.4a Prison Includes sentences to 
death. Table fliJures on sex are based on 90% of the estimated total of 
320,081 convicted felons sentenced to prison, jail, or probation; figures on 
race, 59% of the estimated total of 316,886 whites and blacks sentenced to 
prison, jail, or probation. 
-less than 0.5%. 
:lnclUdes nonnegligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 2.7a. Felony convictions In State courts, 
by whether offense was completed 
or attempted, 1988 

Most 
serious Nation 
conviction Offense 
offense Total Completad Attemptad 

All 100% 94% 6% 

Murderll 100 100 
Raps 100 92 8 
Robbery 100 86 14 
Aggravated assault 100 95 5 
Burglaryb 100 93 7 
Larceny 100 96 4 
Drug trafficking 100 92 8 
Other felon los 100 96 4 

Note: Sa(, note on table 2.1a. Table figures are based on 82% of the 
esllma:. J tola! of 676.906 convicted felons. 
:Inclujes non negligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 

Table 2.7b. Felony convictions In State courts, 
by whether offense was c;)mpleted 
or attempted, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

Most 
sorlous 75 largest counties 
conviction Offense 
offense Total Completed Attempted 

All 100% 93% 7% 

Murdera 100 100 
Raps 100 94 6 
Robbery 100 83 17 
Aggravated assault 100 93 7 
Burglaryb 100 91 9 
Larceny 100 97 3 
Drug trafficking 100 89 11 
Other felonies 100 96 4 

Note: Sea note on !>1ble 2.1 b. Table figures are based on 80% of the 
estimated total of 320,OB7 convicted felons. 
:Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 2.8a. Types of felony sentences Imposed 
In State courts, by whether offense was 
completed or attampted, 1988 

Most Nation 
serious Offense 
sentence Totel Completed Attempted 

All 100% 100% 100% 

Prison 42 42 37 
Jail 29 29 36 
Probation 28 28 26 
Other 1 1 1 

Note: See note on table 2.4a. Table figures are basad on 81 % of the 
estimated totel of 676.906 convicted felons. 

Table 2.8b. Types of felony sentences Imposed 
In State courts, by whether offense was completed or 
attempted, for the 75 largest countIes, 1988 

Most 75 largest counties 
serious Offense 
sentence Tolal Completed Attempted 

All 100% 100% 100% 

Prison 41 41 38 
Jan 35 35 39 
Probation 23 23 22 
Other 1 1 1 

Note: See note on lable 2.4b. Table figures are based on 80°/. of the 
estimated totel of 320,087 convicted feions. 
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Table 2.9a. Felons In State courts, by number of 
conviction offenses, 1988 

Nation 
Most Percent of convicted felons sentenceG i() pri-
serious son, b~ number of felon~ conviction offenses 
conviction Three 
offense Total One Two or more 

All 100% 79% 15% 6% 

Murder· 100 72 19 9 
Rape 100 63 20 17 
Robbery 100 71 20 9 
Aggravated assault 100 76 17 7 
Burglaryb 100 71 21 8 
larceny 100 84 11 5 
Drug trafficking 100 77 18 5 
Other felonies 100 85 11 4 

Note: See note on table 2.1a. Table figures are based on 96% of the 
estimated total of 676,906 convicted felons. 
:Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle thell 

Table 2.9b. Felons In State courts, by number of 
conviction offenses, for the 75 largest 
counties, 1988 

751argsstcountles 
Most Percent of convicted felons sentenced to prl-
serious son, b~ number of felon~ convict jon offenses 
conviction Three 
offense. Total One Two or more 

All 100% 79% 15% ll% 

Murder· 100 72 19 9 
Rape 100 59 21 20 
Robbery 100 70 21 9 
Aggravated assault 100 77 17 6 
Burglaryb 100 74 19 7 
Larceny 100 83 12 5 
Drug trafficking 100 79 17 4 
Other felonies 100 86 11 3 

Note: See note en tab:9 2.1b. Table figures are based on 99% of the 
estimated total of 320,087 convicted felons. 
:Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle thell 
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Table 2.10a. Convicted felons sentenced to prison 
In State courts, by number of conviction 
offenses, 1988 

Nation 
Most Percent of convicted felons, sentanced to 
serious !!rlson, b~ number of felon~ convictions 
conviction Three 
offense One Two or more 

All 39% 56% 58% 

Murdera 89 95 92 
Rape 61 78 83 
Robb9ry 69 82 90 
Aggravated assault 39 59 64 
Burglaryb 50 63 63 
larceny 37 51 44 
Drug trafficking 36 55 57 
Other felonies 32 44 43 

Note: Prison includes sentences to death. Table figures are based on 
90% of the estimated·total291,070 felons sentenced to prison. For other 
definitions see note on tables 2.1a and 2.4a. 
:Includes non negligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 

Table 2.10b. Convicted felons sentenced to prison 
In State courts, by number of conviction 
offenses, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

75 largest countles 
Most Percent of convicted felons, sentenced to 
serious !!rison, b~ number of felon~ convictions 
conviction Three 
offense One Two or more 

All 40% 56% 69% 

Murdara 89 97 97 
Rape 58 76 90 
Robbery 66 79 90 
Aggravated assault 37 55 69 
BurglarYb 53 64 69 
Larceny 40 49 58 
Drug trafficking 36 53 62 
Other felonies 31 41 55 

Note: Prison includes sentences to death. Table figures are based on 
90% of the estimated total 140,838 felons sentenced to prison. For other 
definitions see nota on tables 2.1 band 2.4b. 
:Includes non negligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 

24 National JUdicial Reporting Program, 1988 



Table 2.110. Masn sentence lengths for felony sentences 
Imposed by State courts, by number 
of conviction offenses, 1966 

Nation 
Most Maximum sentence length 
serious for felons sentenced to 
conviction Incarceration 
offense iotal Prison Jail Probation 

One oonvlctlon 
offense 

All 41 mos. 64 mos. 7 mos. 42 mos. 

Murders 205 219 15 62 
Rape 94 126 9 67 
Robbery 79 93 12 53 
A99ravated assault 43 70 7 41 
Burglaryb 50 69 8 49 
Larceny 30 46 7 40 
Drug trafficking 36 61 7 41 
Other felonies 28 47 5 41 

Two oonvlctlon 
offenses 

All 65 mos. 1>6 mos. 8 mos. 47 mos. 

Murders 288 295 12 95 
Rape 155 178 13 60 
Robbery 122 132 14 52 
Aggravated assault 72 94 7 47 
Burglaryb 61 74 9 47 
Larceny 44 59 9 43 
Drug trafficking 48 66 7 48 
Other felon las 44 64 7 48 

Three or more 
convlotlon offenses 

Ail 113 mos. 136 mos. 10 mos. 57 mos. 

Murders 286 293 10 42 
Rape 30e 333 9 64 
Robbery 182 190 25 80 
Aggravated assault 159 198 10 54 
Burglaryb 85 101 10 59 
Larceny 54 69 11 50 
Drug trafficking 76 89 11 68 
Other felonies 77 98 g 54 

Note: See note on tables 2.1 a and 2.4a. Means exclude sentences to 
death or to life imprisonment Table figures are based on 95% of the 
estimatad total of 671,545 falons sentencad to prison, jail, or probation ane, 
not racelvlng sentenGas to death or to lifa Imprisonment 
:Includes nonnegligant manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 
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Table 2.11b. Mean sentence lengths for felony 
sentences Imposed by State courts, by number 
of conviction offenses, for the 75 largest 
counUes, 1988 

Most 
751arsestcountles 
Maximum sentence length 

serious for felons sentenced to 
conviction Incarceration 
offense Total Prison Jail Probation 

One conviction 
olfonse 

All 36 mos. 59 mos. 7 mos. 39 mos. 

Murder8 198 206 20 61 
Rape 87 122 9 60 
Robbery 68 84 12 49 
Aggravated assault 37 63 8 37 
Burglaryb 45 61 8 .43 
Larceny 28 43 7 39 
Drug trafficking 29 53 7 37 
Other i'elonles 23 43 5 38 

Two conviction 
offonses 

All 58 mos. 79 mos. 8 mos. 42 mos. 

MurderS 273 280 16 51 
Rape 136 160 14 59 
Robbery 110 121 15 47 
Aggravated assault 55 76 8 40 
Burglaryb 54 65 10 42 
Larceny 39 52 10 42 
Drug trafficking 42 62 8 39 
Other felonies 36 55 7 42 

Threo or more 
conviction offen888 

All 91 mos. 111 mos. 12 mos. 45 mos. 

Murder8 299 311 10 33 
Rape 182 197 9 62 
Robbery 148 156 28 50 
Aggravated assault 77 98 12 45 
BUrglaryb 66 82 10 45 
Larceny 43 55 10 44 
Drug trafficking 62 78 12 46 
Other felonies 63 86 10 43 

Note: See note on tables 2.1 band 2.4b. Means exclude sentences to 
death or to life Imprisonment Table figures are based on 73% of the 
estimated total of 317,526 felons llentenced to prison, jail, or probation and 
not receiving sentences to death or to life Imprisonment 
~Includes nonnegligant manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 
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Section III 

Felons Sentenced to Probation In 
State Courts, 1988 

• State courts sentenced to probation an 
estimated 363,000 convicted felons, 
representing 54% of all persons 
convicted of a felony offense In the 
Nation. State courts In the 75 largest 
counties sentenced to probation an 
estimated 158,000 convicted felons, 
representing 50% of all persons 
convicted. 

• Nationwide, probation sentences had 
an average length of about 3 years and 7 
months. In the 75 largest counties, 
probation sentences had an average 
length of 3 years and 4 months. 

• Nationwide, an estimated 44% of all 
probationers were required to serve 
some amount of time In jail or prison In 
addition to their probation sentence. The 
average jail sentence was 6 months and 
prison sentence, 4 years and 5 months. 
In the 75 largest counties, an estimated 

50% of all probationers were required to 
serve some time in Jail or prison in 
addition to their probation sentence. The 
average Jail sentence was 8. months and 
prison sentence, 3 years and 3 months. 

• Of all probationers nationwide, 68% 
had some additional collateral penalty 
such as a fine, restitution to the victim, or 
compulsory participation In a treatment 
program. Only 25% of those receiving 
sentences other than to probation (jail, 
prison, and otb:li) had any collateral 
penalty imposed. In the 75 largest 
counties, 38% of all probationers had 
some additional collateral penalty. Only 
21 % of those receiving sentences other 
than to probation had any collateral 
penalty imposed. 

• Victim restitution was the most 
common additional penalty nationwide. 
An estimated 33% of probationers were 
ordered to pay restitution. An estimated 

26% were fined, and 21 % were ordered 
to seek treatment In a drug rehabilitation 
program, a psychological counseling 
program, or some other treatment 
program. Treatment was the most 
common additional penaity in the 75 
largest counties. An estimated 36% of 
probationers were ordered to seek 
treatment. An estimated 30'% were 
ordered to pay restitution and 11 % were 
fined. 

• The average age of probationers 
nationwide was 29 years. Females 
made up 17% of all felons placed on 
probation. Whites were 60% of 
probationers and blacks were 38%. in 
the 75 largest counties, the average age 
of probationers was 29 years. Females 
made up 16% of all felons placed on 
probation. Whites were 54% of 
probationers and blacks were 44%. 

Percent of felons sentenced to probation In State 
courts, by offense, 1988 

Average probation sentence for felons convicted In State 
courts, by offense, 1988 

Murder 

Rape 

Robbery 

Aggravated assault 

Burglary 

Larceny 

Drug trafficking 

Other 
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In State courts, more than half (53%) of all felons convicted of 
aggravated assault received probation. 
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Felons convicted of rape in State courts received the longest 
average probation sentence (5 years and 4 months). 

80 
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Table 3.18. Estimated number of felony convictions In State courts, 
by type of sentence, 1988 

1988 felony 
Most serious convictions 
conviction Pro-
offense Totel batlon Totel 

All 676.906 363.472 100% 

Murdero 9.340 1.110 100 
Rape 15.562 5.849 100 
Robbery 37,432 9.900 100 
Aggravated assault 37.566 19.822 100 
BurglarYb 101.050 46.014 100 
Larceny 95.258 63.779 100 
Drug trafficking 111.950 63.682 100 
Other felonies 268.748 163.316 100 

Note: The first 6 offenses are UCR Index crimes and 
are listed In order of decreasing seriousness. Any 
person convicted of multiple offenses that Included 
any of the Index crimes received the offense 
designation of the most serious Index crime. 
Persons received the offense designation for drug 
trafficking only If they were not also convicted of one 
of the Index crimes. In this teble persons are 

Nation 
Percent of felony convictions by 

Sen lance type Offense within 
within offense sentence ~~ 

Pro- No pro- Pro- No pro-
bation batlon Totel bation batlon 

54% 46% 100% 100% 100% 

12 88 1 3 
38 62 2 2 3 
27 73 5 3 9 
63 47 6 5 6 
46 54 15 13 18 
57 43 14 15 13 
57 43 17 17 15 
61 39 40 45 33 

counted as probation cases so long as their sentence 
Included probation and without regard to whether a 
term of Incarceration was also Included. Sentence 
type and conviction offense were known In 100% of 
cases. 
--Less than 0.5%. 
~Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 

Table 3.1b. Estimated number of felony convictions In State courts, 
by type of sentence, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

75 largest counties 
Percent of felon~ convictions bl 

1988 felony Sentence type Offense wtihln 
Most serious convictions within offense sentence ~~ 
conviction Pro-
offense Totel bation Totel 

All 320.087 157.755 100% 

Murder· 4.859 497 100 
Rape 6.723 2.309 100 
Robbery 24,436 6.640 100 
Aggravated assault 18,131 9,220 100 
BurglarYb 42,976 16,135 100 
Larceny 44,493 22,330 100 
Drug trafficking 64,160 35,108 100 
Other felonies 114,309 65,516 100 

Note: The first 6 offenses are UCR Index crimes and 
are listed In order of decreasing seriousness. Any 
person conviclad of multiple offenses that included 
any of the Index crimes received the offense 
designation of the most serious Index crime. 
Persons rscewed the offense designation for drug 
trafficking only If they were not also convicted of one 
of the Index crimes. In t:1ls teble persons are 

Pro- No pro- Pro- No pro-
batlon bation Totel batlon ootlon 

50% 50% 100% 100% 100·/. 

10 gO 2 3 
34 66 2 2 3 
27 73 8 4 11 
51 49 6 6 5 
38 62 13 1.0 16 
50 50 14 14 14 
55 45 20 22 18 
58 42 35 42 30 

counted as probation cases so long as their sentence 
Included probation and without regard to whether a 
term of incarceration was also Included. Sentence 
type and conviction offense were known In 100% of 
cases. 
--Less than 0.5%. 
~lnCludes nonnegligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 3.28. Felony ;::onvlctiona In State courts, 
by type of collateral penalty and sentence, 1988 

Nation 

Most serious 
Percent of lelon~ convICtions receiving 

No col· collat· 
conviction lateral eral Restl· Treat 
offense Total e!!naill E!!!nalll tulion Fine ment 

Probation oa ... 

All 100% 32% 68% 33% 26% 21% 

Muroora 100 58 42 16 14 12 
Rapa 100 43 57 16 14 33 
Robbery 100 44 56 29 14 21 
Aggravated assault 100 30 70 37 19 25 
Burglaryb 100 35 65 44 19 16 
larceny 100 32 68 44 23 16 
Drug trafficking 100 34 66 21 36 21 
Other felonies 100 29 71 30 27 23 

NonprobatJon oases 

All 100% 75% 25% 9% 12% 4% 

Murdera 100 83 17 6 6 5. 
Rapa 100 80 20 6 7 8 
Robbery 100 80 20 9 g 2 
Aggravated assault 100 77 23 9 9 3 
Burglary!! 100 76 24 13 9 3 
larceny 100 70 30 13 14 3 
Drug traffICking 100 74 26 7 18 3 
Other felonies 100 74 26 8 13 4 

Note: See note on table 3.1 a. Detail does not least 68% of cases. Restitution was known In 
add to total because cases with more than one 33%, fine In 26%, and treatment In 21%. 
type of collateral penalty are counted more ~Includes nonnegligant manslaughter. 
than once. Collateral penalty wae known In at Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Tablo 3.2b. Felony convictions In State courts, 
by type of collateral ponalty and IICIntlJnce, 
for the 75 largest counUes, 1988 

75large&t counties 
iSercent 01 Ie lank: convlCBons receiving 

Most Berlous Nc <lol· Collat· 
conviction lateral eral Resli· Treat 
offense Total !!!!nalll 2,!!nalll tul/on Fine ment 

Prob.tlon C.N' 

All 100% 62% 38% 30% 11% 36O,{, 

Murd9r' 100 60 40 9 7 26 
Rape 100 56 44 16 2 26 
Robbery 100 59 41 16 6 19 
t.ggravated assault 100 35 65 33 5 42 
Burglaryh 100 44 56 36 5 27 
Larceny 100 32 ~'Q 45 8 38 
Drug trafficking 100 37 63 16 22 32 
Other felonle8 100 35 65 31 11 42 

Nonprob.Uon c .... 

All 100% 79% 21% 3% 15% 3% 

Murderll 100 83 17 3 13 1 
Rape 100 79 21 3 14 3 
Robbery 100 81 19 3 15 2 
Aggravated assault 100 sa 17 2 12 3 
BUrglaryb 100 79 21 4 15 3 
Larceny 100 71 29 3 22 4 
Drug trafficking 100 sa 17 2 12 3 
Other felonies 100 80 20 3 14 4 

Note: See note on table 3.1 b. Detail does not leBst 63% of cases. Restitul/on was known In 
add to total because cases with more than one 30%, fine In 11%, and treatmentln 36%. 
type of collateral penalty are counted more :lnclude8 nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
than cnce. Collateral penalty was known In at Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 3.3a. Felony convIctions In State courts, by type of sentence 
to probation or Incarceration, 1988 

Nation 

Most serious 
Percent of felon~ convictions b~ !Y~ of 

Probation sentence Non!!robatlon sentence 
conviction Straight S!!1it sentence No In car· Incarceration 
offense probation Total Prison Jail ceration Total Prison 

All 30% 24% 5% 19% 1% 45% 38% 

Murders 5 7 4 3 88 87 
Rape 13 25 9 16 62 60 
Robbery 11 16 6 10 73 69 
Aggravated assault 27 27 6 21 46 39 
Burglary~ 25 21 6 15 54 48 
Larceny 34 24 5 19 42 35 
Drug trafficking 28 30 6 24 42 35 
Other felonies 36 25 5 20 38 30 

Note: See note on table 3.1 a. :Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
--Less than 0.5%. Includes motor vehicle theft 

Table 3.3b. Felony convIctions In State courts, by type of sentence 
to probatIon or Incarceration, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

75 largest counties 
Percent of felon~ convictions b~ !Y~ of 

Most serious Probation sentence Non!!robation sentence 
conviction Straight S!!lit sentence No Incar· Incarceration 
offense !!robation Total Prison Jail ceration Total Prison 

All 25% 24% 3% 21% 1% 50% 41% 

Murdera 4 7 3 4 89 88 
Rape 12 23 6 17 65 63 
Robbery 12 16 4 12 72 67 
Aggravated assault 25 26 3 2~ 49 39 
Burglaryb 20 18 3 15 62 54 
Larceny 30 12 3 19 48 39 
Drug trafficking 22 33 4 29 45 36 
Other felonies 32 27 3 24 41 30 

Note: See note on table 3.1 b. :Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
··Less than 0.5%. Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 3.4a. Average probation sentence for felons 
convicted In Stato courts, 1988 

Nation 
ProSation sentence In case 01 

Most sorlous Straight Sellt sentence of erobatlon with 
conviction offense Total erobatlon Total Prison Jail 

M.an IInt.nee 

All 43 mos. 43 mos. 42 mos. 51 mos. 40 mos. 

Murder- 59 62 57 65 48 
Rape 65 64 66 73 63 
Robbery ;;:, 54 49 61 42 
Aggravated assault ~1 42 41 53 37 
Burglaryb 47 49 45 56 41 
Larceny 39 40 37 41 36 
Drug traffICking 43 43 43 50 41 
Other felonies 41 42 41 47 39 

Median .ent.nce 

All 36 mos. 36 maG. 36 mos. 36 mos. 36 mos. 

Murder- 60 60 60 60 48 
Rape 60 60 60 48 60 
Robber)' 48 60 36 48 36 
Aggravated assault 36 36 36 48 36 
Burglaryb 36 36 36 48 36 
Larceny 36 36 36 36 36 
Drug trafficking 36 36 36 48 36 
Other felonies 36 36 36 35 36 

Note: See note on table 3.1a. Probation :Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
sentence length was known In 100% of Includes motor vehlclo thell 
probation cases. 
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Table 3.4b. Averago probation sentence for felons 
convicted In state courts, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

751arQostcountios 
Probation sontencoln caso 01 

Most sorlous Straight Sellt sentence 01 erobatlon with 
conviction offense Total erobatlon iotal Prison Jail 

M .. n 8IIntanoa 

All 39 mos. 40 mos. 39 mos. 40 mos. 39 mos. 

Murdera 56 60 53 57 50 
Rape 57 60 55 70 50 
Robbery 45 49 42 45 41 
Aggravated assault 38 38 38 41 38 
BurglarYb 41 43 38 38 38 
Lurceny 38 39 36 36 36 
Drug trafficking 40 37 41 40 42 
Other felonies 38 39 38 36 39 

MedIan eentence 

AI! 36 mos. 36 mos. 36 mos. 36 mos. 36 mos. 

Murdera 60 60 60 60 60 
Rape 60 60 60 60 60 
Robbery 36 60 36 36 36 
Aggravated assault 36 36 36 36 36 
BurglarYb 36 36 36 36 36 
Larceny 36 36 36 36 36 
Drug trafficking 36 36 36 36 36 
Othor folonles 31l 36 36 36 36 

Note: Seo nota on tablo 3.1 b. Probation :Includas nonnogllgent manslaughter. 
sentence length was known In 100% of Includes motor vehicle 
probation cases. 
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Tab!e 3.5a. Average Stale courts' sentence to Incarceration 
for felony probationers and non probationers, 1988 

Nation 
Filaxlmum Incarceration sentence lengili lor 

Most serious I5roliiiloners f\1onero6ailoners 
conviction offense Total Prison Jail Total Prison Jail 

Mean .. ntence 

All 16 mos. 53 mos. 6 mos. 50 mos. 75 mos. 7 mos. 

MurderB 61 101 9 226 239 16 
Rape 43 107 9 146 183 10 
Robbery 35 70 11 100 114 16 
A~:Favated assault 18 57 6 59 89 7 
Burglaryb 19 52 7 56 74 9 
Larceny 12 39 6 33 50 7 
Drug trafficking 14 46 6 41 66 7 
Other felonies 14 50 5 33 54 6 

Medlin IIntenoe 

All 6 mos. 36 mos. 4 mos. 24 mos. 48 mos. 5 mos. 

MurderG 24 72 9 180 180 12 
Rape 12 60 8 84 120 8 
Robbery 12 48 9 60 72 12 
Aggravated assault 6 36 5 24 54 6 
Burglaryb 6 3il 6 36 48 6 
Larceny 6 30 4 24 36 5 
Drug trafficking 6 36 6 24 45 6 
Other felonies 5 36 3 15 3S 3 

Note: See note on table 3.1a. Incarcera­
tion sentenco length was known In 100% 
of probation cases. 

:Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
Includes motor vehicle. 
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Table 3.5b. Average State courts' sentence to Incarceration 
for felony probationers and nonprobatloners, 
for the 75 largest counties, 1"88 

76iarllost countlos 
!;1axlmum Incarcerailon sontencelenaiii lor 

Most serious Probationers Nonl1robationers 
conviction offense Total Prison Jail Total Prison Jail 

Melin IIlIntllnee 

All 11 mos. 40 mos. 6 mos. 43 mos. 67 mos. 7 mos. 

Murderll 51 93 10 219 231 20 
Rape 29 93 8 122 154 10 
Robbery 23 50 12 86 101 13 
Aggravated assault 11 40 7 44 71 8 
Burglaryb 12 33 8 48 64 8 
Larceny 9 31 6 31 46 8 
Drug trafficking 10 33 6 34 57 7 
Other felonies 9 39 5 26 47 6 

Medilln lI.ntenc. 

AU 6 mos. 24 mos. 6 mos. 24 mos. 36 mos. 6 mos. 

Murderll 12 60 I) 180 180 12 
Rape 12 72 8 72 108 8 
Robbery 12 36 12 60 72 12 
Aggravated assault 6 30 6 24 48 6 
Burglaryb 7 24 6 28 48 6 
Larceny 6 24 6 20 36 6 
Drug trafficking 6 24 6 16 36 6 
Other felonies 5 24 4 12 30 4 

Note: See note on table 3.1b. Incarcera­
tion sentence length V"\\s known In 1 00% 
of probation cnses. 

:Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
Includes motor vehicle. 
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Table 3.6a. Number of convlcUon offenses for folons 
80ntenced In State courts to probation, by offense, 1988 

Nation 
Percent of felons sentenced to probation 
when their conviction offenses numbered 

Most serious One or Three or 
conviction offense more One Two more 

All 54% 57% 45% 40% 

MurderS 12 14 8 6 
Rape 38 46 27 20 
Robbery 2( 31 22 13 
Aggravated assault 53 57 43 38 
Burglaryb 46 48 42 33 
Larceny 57 58 49 51 
Drug trafficking 57 61 45 42 
Other felonies 61 62 55 55 

Note: See note on table 3.1 a. The number of conviction offenses 
was known In 96% of probation cases. Percent distribution of cases 
by number of conviction offenses: one, 80"loj two, 12"1oj and three 
or more, 4%. 
:lncludes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle. 

Table 3.6b. Number of conviction offenses for felons 
sentenced In State courts to probaUon, by offense, 
for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

751arllest counties 
Percent of felons sentenced ID probation 
when their conviction offenses numbered 

Most serious One or Three or 
conviction offense more One Two more 

AU 50% 53"10 40"10 32"10 

Murder· 11 13 5 4 
Rape 35 44 26 17 
Robbery 28 31 22 12 
Aggravated assault 52 56 40 30 
Burglaryb 38 41 32 30 
Larceny 51 52 46 44 
Drug trafficking 55 59 43 41 
Other felonies 58 59 52 44 

Nota: See note on table 3.1 b. The number of conviction offenses 
was known In 96"10 of probation cases. Percent distribution of cases 
by number of conviction offenses: one, 79"1oj two, 15"1oj and three 
or more, 4%. 
:Includes nonnegllgant manslaughter. 

Includes molDr vehicle. 
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Table 3.7a. Averags time between wrest and felony sentencing 
In State courts, by typo of sentence and nature of convlcUon, 1988 

Nation 
Number of days between arrest 
and sentence when felons received 

Probation 
Nature of Split No 
conviction Total Total Stralght sentence ~obatlon 

Mien days 

All 208 203 201 205 213 

Jury trial 289 268 250 281 296 
Bench trial 301 284 273 304 319 
Guilty plea 202 200 198 201 204 

MedIan dey. 

All 147 149 154 144 144 

Jury trial 226 196 195 250 231 
Bench trlall 219 199 201 199 241 
Guill)' plea 143 147 153 142 136 

Note: See note on table 3.1a. Time from probationers,4% of nonprobationers) guilty 
arrest to sentencing was known In 86% of plea (82% of probationers, 96% of no 
cases. Percent dlstrlbutlon of cases by 
nature of conviction: trial (4% of 

probationers). 

Table 3.7b. Average time between arrest and felony sentencing 
In State courts, by type of sentence and nature of conviction, 
for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

75 largest countles 
Number of days between arrest 
and sentence when felons received 

Probation 
Nature of Split No 
conviction Total Total Straight sentence probation 

Milan daya 

All 230 225 223 226 234 

Jury trial 364 371 344 390 363 
Bench trial 407 410 397 440 405 
Guilty plea 221 219 217 222 223 

Median days 

Ail 154 156 168 144 151 

Jury trial 288 268 254 287 299 
Bench trlall 333 333 307 374 335 
Guilty plea 147 153 164 140 141 

Note: See note on table 3.1 b. Time from probationers, 7% of nonprobationers) guilty 
arrest to sentencing was known In 85% of plea (80% of probationers, 80% of no 
cases. Percent distribution of cases by probationers). 
nature of conviction: trial (3% of 
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Table 3.88. Sex of felons aentenced to probation or nonprobatlon 
In State courts, by the most serious conviction offense, 1988 

Nation 
Most serious Percent 01 Percent 01 
conviction erobation sentences nonerobation sentences 
offense All Male Female All Male Female 

All 100% 83% 17% 100% 91% 9% 

Murders 100 77 23 100 91 9 
Rape 100 98 2 100 99 1 
Robbery 100 92 8 100 95 5 
Aggravated assault 100 88 12 100 94 6 
Burglaryb 100 94 6 100 97 3 
Larceny 100 77 23 100 87 13 
Drug trafficking 100 83 17 100 89 11 
Other felonies 100 81 19 100 89 11 

Note: Soe note on table 3.1 B. SOX was :Includss nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
known In 85% of cases. Includes motor vehicle theft 

Table 3.8b. Sex of felons sentenced to probation or nonprobatlon 
In State courts, by for the most serious conviction offense, 
for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

75 laraest counties 
Most serious Percent of Percent 01 
conviction !!robation sentences nonerobation sentences 
offense All Male Female All Male Female 

All 100% 84% 16% 100% 92% 8% 

Murder· 100 77 23 100 92 8 
Rape 100 98 2 100 99 1 
Robbery 100 92 8 100 95 5 
Aggravated assault 100 ea 12 100 93 7 
Burglaryb 100 93 7 100 96 4 
Larc9ny 100 77 23 100 86 14 
Drug trafficking 100 85 15 100 90 10 
Other felonies 100 81 19 100 90 10 

Note: See note on table 3.1b. Sex was :Includas nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
knQwn In !lO% of cases. --lii~ludti5 motor vehicie theft. 
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Tablo 3.9a. The most serious conviction offense of felons sentenced 
to probat/on or non probation In State courts, by sex, 1988 

Nation 
Most serious Percontof Percent of 
conviction erobatlon sentences nonerobation sentences 
offense All Male Female All Male Female 

All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murder8 3 3 3 
Rape 2 2 3 3 
Robbery 3 3 1 9 9 6 
Aggravated assault 6 6 4 6 6 4 
Burglaryb 13 15 5 18 19 7 
Larceny 16 14 21 13 13 20 
Drug traffICking 17 17 18 15 15 19 
Other felonies 43 43 51 33 32 41 

Note: See note on table 3.1a. Sex was known :Includes non negligent manslaughter. 
In 85% 01 cases. Includes motor vehicle theft 
--Less than 0.5%. 

Table 3.9b. The most serious conviction offense of felons sentenced 
to probat/on or nonprobation In State courts, by sex, for the 75 largest 
counties, 1988 

75 largest counties 
Most serious Percent 01 Percent of 
conviction erobatlon sentences nonerobadan sentences 
offense All Male Female All Male Female 

All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murder8 3 3 3 
Rape 2 2 3 3 
Robbery 4 5 2 11 12 7 
Aggravated assault 6 6 4 5 6 4 
Burglaryb 10 11 4 17 17 8 
Larceny 14 14 20 13 13 22 
Drug trafficking 22 22 21 18 17 20 
Other felonias 42 40 48 30 29 36 

Note: See note on table 3.1 b. Sex was known :Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
In 90% of cases. Includes motor vehicle theft 
-Less than 0.5%. 
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Table 3.102. Race of felons sentenced to probaUon or nonprobatlon In State 
courts, by the most serious conviction offense, 1988 

Most serious Nation 
conviction Percsnt 01 !!robai/on sentences Percent of non[!robation sentences 
offense Ali White Black Other All White Black Other 

All 100% 60% 38% 2% 100% 52% 46% 2% 

Murdar· 100 47 52 1 100 47 52 1 
Rape 100 75 22 3 100 58 40 2 
Robbery 100 35 64 1 100 36 63 1 
Aggravated assault 100 57 40 3 100 49 48 3 
Burglaryb 100 64 34 2 100 57 42 1 
Larceny 100 63 35 2 100 54 45 1 
Drug trafficking 100 59 40 1 100 52 47 1 
Other felonies 100 61 37 2 100 55 43 2 

Note: See note on table 3.1a. Race was known In 56% ~Includos non negligent manslaughter. 
01 cases. Includes motor vehicle theft 

Table 3.10b. Race of felons sentencod to probaUon or non probation In State 
courts, by the most serious conviction offense, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

Most serious 75 largest counties 
conviction Percent of [!robation sentences Percent of non[!robation sentences 
offense All White Black Other Ali White Black Other 

All 100% 54% 44% 2% 100% 45% 54% 1% 

Murdara 100 47 52 1 100 37 61 2 
Rape 100 69 30 1 100 50 48 2 
Robbery 100 32 67 1 100 32 67 1 
Aggravated assault 100 53 44 3 100 43 56 1 
Burglaryb 100 58 40 2 100 49 50 1 
Larceny 100 57 41 2 100 48 51 1 
Drug trafficking 100 53 46 1 100 46 53 1 
Other felonies 100 53 45 2 100 47 52 1 

Note: See note on table 3.1 b. Race was known In 64% :Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
01 cases. Includes motor vehicle thell 
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Table 3.11a. The most serIous convIction oHense, by race of felons sentenced to 
probation or nonprobatlon In State courts, 1988 

Most serious Nation 
conviction Percent of erobation sentan.:;es Percent of nonerobatlon sentences 
offense All White Black Other All White Black Other 

All 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murder· 1 3 3 4 3 
Rape 2 2 1 (3 4 4 3 5 
Robbery 3 2 5 2 9 6 12 5 
Aggravated assault 5 5 6 10 6 5 6 9 
Burglaryb 13 14 12 11 19 20 17 16 
Larceny 16 17 15 14 14 15 14 11 
Drug trafficking 17 16 18 10 13 13 14 6 
Other felonies 44 44 42 50 32 34 30 45 

Note: See note on table 3.1a. Race was known In 56% ~Includes nonnf,gligent manslaughter. 
01 cases. Includes motol vehicle theft. 
--Less than 0.5%. 

Table 3.11b. The most serious conviction offense, by race of felons sentenced to 
probation or nonprobalion In State courts, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

Most serious 751arllest counties 
conviction Percent of erobation sentences 
offense All White Black Other 

All 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Murder· 
Rape 2 2 1 1 
Robbery 4 3 6 4 
Aggravated assault 6 6 6 11 
Burglaryb 10 11 9 11 
Larceny 15 16 14 16 
Drug traffICking 20 19 20 15 
Other felonies 43 43 44 42 

Note: See note on table 3.1 b. Race was known In 64% 
of cases. 
--Less than 0.5%. 

Percent of nonerobation sentences 
All White Bleck Other 

100% 100% 100% 100% 

;3 3 4 6 
3 4 3 6 

11 8 14 10 
6 5 6 9 

18 19 16 12 
15 16 14 9 
14 14 14 13 
30 31 2,) 35 

~Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 3.128. Average age of felons sentenced to probaUon or nonprobatlon 
In State courts, bV the moat serious conviction offense, 1988 

Most serious 
c:lnvlction offense 

All 

Murder· 
Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglaryb 
Larceny 
Drug trafficking 
Other felonies 

Nation 
Age at time of sentencing 

Probation Nonprobation 
Mean Median Mean Median 

29years 27years 29 years 27years 

32 32 30 28 
34 32 32 31 
26 24 27 25 
30 28 30 28 
24 22 27 24 
28 26 29 27 
29 28 30 28 
30 28 31 29 

Note: See note on table 3.1a. Age was known In 
70% of cases. 

:Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
Includes motor vehicle theft. 

Table 3.12b. Avarage age of fe!l)ns sentenced to probaUon or nonprobatlon 
In State courts, by the moat IJ/wloua conviction offense, for the 75 largest 
counties, 1988 

Most serious 
conviction offense 

All 

Murderl 

Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglaryb 
Larceny 
Drug trafficking 
Other felonies 

7! i largest counties 
Age at time of sentenolng 

Probation Nonprobailon 
Mean Median Mean Median 

29 years 27years 29 years 28years 

37 33 30 28 
35 33 33 31 
26 24 27 26 
31 29 30 28 
25 23 27 26 
29 27 29 26 
29 28 29 27 
31 28 30 28 

Note: See note on table 3.1 b. Age was known In 
50",4 of cases. 

:Includes nonnegligerll manslaughter. 
Incrudes motor vehicle theft 
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Table 3.13a. Felons sontenced to probation 
In Stale courts, by age at sentencing, 1988 

Nation 
Percent of felons age group 

Moot serious who received a 11!0bation sentence 
conviction Under 40 or 
~en6e 20 20-29 30-39 over 

All 83% 63% 49% 63% 

MurderS 14 12 12 17 
Rape 42 34 37 44 
Robbery 39 28 22 19 
Aggravated assault 57 52 51 58 
Burglaryb 61 45 S8 35 
Larceny 73 57 49 57 
Drug traffICking 70 59 54 52 
Other felonies 7~ 60 55 60 

Note: See note on table 3.1a. Age was known In 70% of cases. 
:lncllJdos nonnegligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 

Table 3.13b. Felons sentenced to probation 
In State courts, by ago at aentenclns, 
for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

751arllost counties 
Percent of felons age group 

Most serious who received a 11!0batlon sentence 
conviction under 40 or 
offense 20 20-29 30-39 ovor 

All 81% 50% 48% 51% 

MurderS 12 10 10 17 
Rape 36 31 33 42 
Robbery 42 30 20 21 
Aggravated assault 51 50 50 57 
Burglaryb 59 39 29 31 
Larceny 85 52 44 54 
Drug trafflcklng 71 59 54 49 
Other felonlss 69 57 55 59 

~ote: See note on table 3.1b. Age was known In 50% of cases. 
blncludes nonne9JJgent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft 
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Section IV 

Felony Case Processing In State 
Courts, 1988 

• Of felons conVicted In State courts 
nationwide, 4% were found guilty by a 
Jury, 3% were found guilty by a judge, 
and 93% pleaded guilty. The most 
serious offenses - the violent crlm es of 
murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated 
assault - comprised about 15% of all 
felony convictions but an estimated 43% 
of all jury trials. In the 75 largest 
counties, 3% were found guilty by a jury, 
3% were found guilty by a judge, and 
94% pleaded guilty. Violent crimes 
accounted for 17% of all felony 
convictions but an estimated 48% of all 
jury trials. 

• By offense nationwide, convictions for 
larceny had the highest percentage of 
guilty pleas (96%), and those for murder 
or nonnegllgent manslaughter, the lowest 
(60%). In the 75 largest counties, 
larceny also had the highest percer.!age 
of guilty pleas (97%); murder or 
nonnegllgent manslaughter, the lowest 
(60%). 

• Sentences nationwide to prison or Jail 
occurred In 89% of jury convictions, 65% 
of bench trial convictions (decided by a 
judge alone), and 68% of gulky pleas. 
Sentencss In the 75 largest counties to 
prison or jail occurred In 91 % of jury 
convictions, 69% of bench trial 
convictions, and 73% of guilty pleas. 

• Nationwide, an estimated 78% of felons 
convicted by a jury received a prison 
sentence, compared to 53% of those 
convicted by a judge and 42% of those 
who pleaded guilty. In the 75 largest 
counties, 78% of felons convicted by a 
jury received a prison sentence, 
compared to 54% of those convicted by 
a judge and 43% of those who pleaded 
guilty. 

• Prison sentences nationwide wera on 
average more than 3 times as long for 
felons convicted by a jury trial (204 
months) as for felons who pleaded guilty 
(66 months). The average sentence of 
fsions convicted by a judge was 95 
months. Prison sentences In the 

Mean number of days from arrest to sentenclng by trial 
for felony cases In State courts, by offense, 198D 

Murder 

Rape 

Robbery 

Aggravaled assault 

Burglary 

Larceny 

Drug trafficking 

Other 
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75 largest counties for felons convicted 
by a jury (200 months) were also on 
average more than 3 times longer than 
for felons who pleaded guilty (59 
months). The average sentence of 
felons convicted by a judge was 120 
months. 

• Felons sentenced nationwide to jail In a 
jury trial received a mean or average 
sentence of 14 months. The mean jail 
sentence in a bench trial was 11 months 
and following a guilty plea, 6 months. In 
the 75 largest counties, felons sentenced 
to jail In a jury trial received a mean 
sentence of 9 months. The mean Jail 
sentence In a bench trial was 15 months 
and following a guilty plea, 7 months. 

• Nationwide, an estimated 46% of felons 
convicted by a jury of murder or 
non negligent manslaughter were 
sentenced to life in prison or to death. 
Such sentences for murder or 
non negligent manslaughter occurred In 
about 24% of the bench trials and 14% of 
the guilty pleas. In the 75 largest 
counties, 49% of felons convicted by a 

100 

75 largest counties 

200 

Days 

300 400 500 

The mean number of days from arrest to sentencing by trial for murder was 391 
days for the Nation versus 484 days for the 75 largest counties. 
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jury of murder or nonnegligent 
manslaughter were sentenced to life In 
prison or death. Such sentences for 
murder or non negligent manslaughter 
occurred In 24% of bench trIals and 13% 
of guilty pleas. 

e In 34% of jury trIal convIctions 
natIonwIde, felons were found guilty of 
multiple offenses. Twenty-one percent of 
the guilty pleas and 22% of the bench 
trIal convictions Involved mu~lple 
offenses. In 34% of jury trials 
convictions In the 75 largest counties, 
felons were found guilty of multiple 
offenses. Twenty percent of guilty pleas 
and 24% of the bench trial convictions 
Involved multiple offenses. 

• Nationwide, the mean elapsed time 
from arrest to sentencing for convicted 
felons was about 7 months. The mean 
length of jury trials and bench trials was 
about 10 months, while the guilty plea 
cases took a mean of about 7 months. 
In the 75 largest counties, the mean 
elapsed time from arrest to sentencing 
for convicted felons was about 8 months. 
The mean length of jury trials was about 
13 months, and bench trials was about 
14 months . 

• The mean elapsed time nationwide 
from date of arrest to date of felony 
conviction was about 6 months. Jury 
and bench cases took the iongest time, 
about 8 months. The mean elapsed time 

from arrest to conviction for other cases 
was about 6 months for gul~y plea 
convictions. In the 75 largest counties, 
mean time from felony arrest to felony 
conviction was 6 months. On average, 
Jury trials lasted about 11 months and 
bench trials, about 12 months. Mean 
elapsed time from arrest to conviction 
was about 6 months for guitty pleas. 

• Elapsed time from arrest to conviction 
nationwide was longest for cases of 
murder or nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
On average, such cases requIred about 
10 months for disposition. In the 75 
largest countIes, elapsed time from 
arrest to convIction also was longest for 
cases of murder or nonnegllgent 
manslaughter. The mean amount of tIme 
requIred for dlsfjositlon was about 12 
months. 

e Nationwide, the mean elapsed time 
from conviction to sentencing for persons 
convicted of a felony was about 1 month 
regardless of the method of conviction. 
In the 75 largest counties, average 
elapsed time from conviction to 
sentencing was about 2 months 
regardless of conviction. 
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Table 4.18. Number of felony convictions In State courts, 
by type of conviction, 1988 

Nation 

Most serious Number of 
Number convicted b~ 
irlal Guilty 

conviction offense convictions Total Jury Bench plea 

All 676.906 44,658 25,214 19,444 632,246 

Murder8 9,340 3,682 3,007 675 5,441 
Rape 15562 3,086 2,450 636 12,363 
Robbery 37,432 3,932 2,514 1,418 33,858 
Aggravated assault 37,566 4,633 2,795 1,838 33,025 
Burglaryb 101,05IJ 5,543 2,531 3,012 96,473 
Larceny 95,258 3,788 1,702 2,086 92,014 
Drug traffICking 111,950 7,176 3,771 3,405 103,132 
Other felonies 268,748 12,818 6,444 6,374 255,942 

Note: The first six offenses are UCR Index crimes and 
are listed In order of decreasing seriousness. Any 
person convicted of multiple ofhnses that Includod any 
of the Index crimes recelVl~d the offense designation of 
the most serious Index crime. Persons received the 
offense designation for drug trafficking only If they 

were not also convicted of one of the Index crimes. 
Data on type of conviction are based on 86% of the 
estimated total 676,906, convicted felons. 
~Includes nonnagllgent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 

Table 4.1b. Number of felony convlmlons in State courts, 
by type of convict/on, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

751arsest counties 
Number convicted by 

Most serioUS Number of Trial 
conviction offense convictions Total Jury 

All 320,087 18,691 9,981 

Murder8 4,951 1,982 1,512 
Rape 6,671 1,367 961 
Robbery 25,360 2,539 1,320 
Aggravated assault 18,005 1,877 990 
BurglarYb 43,931 1,942 922 
Larceny 44,942 1,232 562 
Drug traffickln9 83,479 3,175 1,604 
Other felonies 112,748 4,577 2,110 

Note: The first (11x offenses are UCR Index crimes and 
are listed in order of decreasln9 seriousness. Any 
person convicted ~f It,. 'Itiple offenses that Included any 
of the Index crimes received the offense designation of 
the most serious Index crime. Persons received the 
offense desl9natlon for dru9 trafficking only If they 

Guilty 
Bench plea 

8,710 301,396 

470 2,969 
406 5,304 

1,219 22,821 
887 16,128 

1,020 41,989 
670 43,709 

1,57"1 60,304 
2,467 108,172 

were not also convicted of one of the Index crimes. 
Data on type 01 conviction are based on 86% cf the 
estimated total 320,087, convicted felons. 
~Includes nonne911gent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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TablG 4.2a. Felony convictions disposed In the Stete courts. 
by offense and type of conviction. 1988 

Nation 

Most serious 
Percont alsE!osoJ b~ 

Trial 
conviction offense Total 

All 100% 

Murder· 100 
Rape 100 
Robbery 100 
Aggravated assault 100 
Burglaryb 100 
larceny 100 
Drug traffICking 100 
Other felonlbs 100 

Note: See note on table 4.1 a. 
~lnclude6 nonnGgligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 

Total Jury Bench 

7% 4% 3% 

40 33 7 
20 16 4 
10 6 4 
12 7 5 
5 2 3 
4 2 2 
6 3 3 
5 3 2 

T;:ble 4.2b. Felony convictions disposed in the State courts. 

GUilty 
E!lea 

93% 

60 
80 
90 
88 
95 
96 
94 
95 

by offense and type of conviction, for tho 75 largest counties. 1988 

751arllest countios 
Percent disE!0sed !!i: 

Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Total Jury Bench E!lea 

All 100% 6% 3% 3% 94% 

MurderR 100 40 30 10 60 
Rape 100 20 14 6 80 
Robbery 100 10 5 5 90 
Aggravated assault 100 11 6 5 89 
Burglaryb 100 4 2 2 96 
Larceny 100 3 1 2 97 
Drug traffICking 100 5 3 2 95 
Other felonies 100 4 2 2 96 

Note: See note on table 4.1 b. 
:Includes non negligent manslaughter. 

Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 4.3a. Offenses of felons convicted In State courts, 
by natura of conviction, 1988 

Most serious 
conviction offense Total Total 

All 100% 100% 

Murderll 1 8 
Rape 2 7 
Robbery 6 9 
Aggravated assault 6 10 
Burglary,. 15 12 
Larceny!) 14 8 
Drug traffICking 16 16 
Other felonies 40 30 

Note: See note on table 4.1 a. Data are based on 
86% of estimated total 676,906 convicted felons. 

Nation 
Percent convicted b~ 
Trial Guilty 
Jury Bench plea 

100% 100% 100% 

12 4 1 
10 3 2 
10 7 5 
11 10 5 
10 15 15 
7 11 15 

15 17 16 
25 33 41 

~lncludes nonnegllgant manslaughter. 
Includes motor vehicle theft. 

Table 4.3b. ':)~'f~n89s of felons convicted In State courts, 
by nature of conviction, for the 751argost c\)untles, 1988 

Most serious 
conviction offense Total Total 

All 100% 100% 

MurderS 2 11 
Rape 2 7 
Robbery 8 14 
Aggravated assault 6 10 
Burglaryb 14 10 
Larceny 14 6 
Drug trafficking 19 17 
Other felonies 35 25 

Note: Saa nota on tabla 4.1 b. Data are based on 
86% of estimated total 320,087 convicted felons. 

75 largest counties 
Percent convicted ~ 
Trial Guilty 
Jury Bench plea 

100% 100% 100% 

15 5 1 
10 5 2 
13 14 8 
10 10 5 
9 12 14 
6 8 15 

16 18 20 
21 28 35 

~Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 4.4a. Types of sentences Imposed by State courts, 
by nature of conviction, 1988 

Nation 
Percent of felons sentenced to 

Most serious Incarceration Nonlncareeration 
convIction offol'lso Total Total Prison Jail Total Probation Other 

Trial 

Ail 100% 79% 67% 12% 21% 20% 1% 

MurderB 100 97 95 2 3 2 
Rape 100 93 89 4 7 7 
Robbery 100 93 84 9 7 7 
Aggravated assault 100 81 66 15 19 18 
Burglaryb 100 78 70 8 22 21 
Larceny 100 74 58 16 26 26 
Drug trafficking 100 75 61 14 25 24 
Other felonies 100 70 53 17 30 29 

Jury 

All 100% 89% 78% 11% 11% 10% 1% 

MurdorB 100 98 96 2 2 1 
Rape 100 98 95 3 2 2 
Robbery 100 97 91 6 3 2 
Aggravated assault 100 87 72 15 13 12 
BurglarYb 100 91 86 5 9 9 
Larceny 100 86 69 17 14 14 
Drug traffICking 100 93 78 15 7 7 
Other felonIes 100 80 60 20 20 20 

Bench 

All 100% 65% 53% 12% 35% 34% 1% 

MurderB 100 93 93 7 7 
Rape 100 75 68 7 25 25 
Robbery 100 84 71 13 16 16 
Aggravated assault 100 73 57 16 27 26 1 
Burglaryb 100 67 58 9 33 31 2 
Larceny 100 65 50 15 35 35 
Drug traffICking 100 55 43 12 45 43 2 
Other felon las 100 60 46 14 40 40 1 

GulltypleB 

Ail 100% 68% 42% 26% 32% 31% 1% 

Murdera 100 94 88 6 6 6 
Rape 100 85 64 21 15 15 
Robbery 100 87 73 14 13 12 
Aggravatod assault 100 71 43 28 29 28 
Burglaryb 100 75 55 20 25 25 
l.i..tceny 100 64 39 25 36 35 
Drug traffICking 100 70 41 29 30 29 
Other felonies 100 63 34 29 37 36 

Note: See nota on table 4.1a. ~Ineludes non negligent manslaughter. 
-Less than 0.5%. Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 4.4b. Types of sentences Imposed by State courts, 
by nature of convIction, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

7,~ larllest counties 
Perc!!,.t of felons sentenced to 

Most serious Incarcerl;"jon Nonlncarceratlon 
conviction offense Total Total Prison Jail Total Probation Other 

TrIal 

Ali 100% 80% 66% 14% 20% 19% 1% 

MuroorB 100 97 95 2 3 2 
Rape 100 93 88 5 7 6 
Rllbbary 100 90 80 10 10 9 
Aggravated assault 100 81 63 18 19 19 
Burglaryb 100 80 67 13 20 20 
Larceny 100 73 55 18 27 26 
Drug traffICking 100 82 61 21 18 18 
Other felonies 100 64 48 16 36 35 

Jury 

All 100% 91% 78% 13% 9% 8% 1% 

Murdera 100 98 96 2 2 1 
Rape 100 96 92 4 4 3 
Robbery 100 97 90 7 3 2 
Aggravated assault 100 89 71 18 11 11 
BurglarYb 100 91 ~.1 10 9 9 
Larceny 100 80 70 15 15 15 
Drug traffICking 100 96 73 23 4 4 
Other felonies 100 79 59 20 21 20 

Bentlh 

Ali 100% 69% 54% 15% 31% 31% --% 

Muroora 100 95 94 1 5 5 
Rape 100 88 81 7 12 '11 
Robbery 100 84 69 15 16 16 
Aggravated assault 100 71 54 17 29 29 
Burglaryb 100 70 54 16 30 30 
Larceny 100 64 43 21 36 35 
Drug traffICking 100 68 48 20 32 32 
Other felonies 100 51 39 12 49 48 

Guilty plea 

Ali 100% 73% 43% 30% 27% 26% 1% 

Murders 100 95 89 6 5 5 
Rape 100 85 64 21 15 15 
Rubbery 100 88 70 18 12 12 
Aggravated assault 100 72 40 32 28 27 
Burglaryb 100 79 56 23 21 21 
Larceny 100 69 42 27 31 30 
Drug trafficking 100 76 40 36 24 23 
Other felonies 100 67 32 35 33 32 

Note: See note on table 4.1 b. ~Includes non negligent manslaughter. 
--Less than 0.5%. Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 4.5a. Average felony sentence lengths In Stste courts, by nature of conviction, 1988 

Nation 
Trial Guilty 

Most serious Total Total Jur~ Bench plea 
conviction offense Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median Mean Madian Mean Median 

Sentences to prison 

All 75 mos. 48 mos. 164 mos. 84 mos. 204 mos. 120 mos. 95 mos. 60 mos. 66 mos. 42 mos. 

Murder' 239 180 337 240 369 240 232 180 204 156 
Rape 183 120 317 180 346 202 176 144 144 96 
Robbery 114 72 201 126 229 168 143 120 102 72 
Aggravated assault 89 54 175 72 228 102 74 48 71 48 
Burglary 74 48 137 84 179 120 87 60 69 4B 
Larcenyb 50 36 91 60 111 60 70 60 49 36 
Drug trafficking 66 45 125 72 142 96 91 60 58 36 
Other felonies 54 36 98 60 121 60 68 48 50 36 

Sentences to Jail 

All 7 mos. 5 mos. 13 mos. 6 mos. 14 mos. 6 mos. 11 mos. 6 mos. 6 mos. 4 mos. 

Murdera 16 12 11 12 11 12 7 7 16 9 
Rape 10 8 8 6 8 6 7 6 9 8 
Robbery 16 12 66 24 12 12 20 24 12 10 
Aggravated assault 7 6 10 6 6 6 15 6 6 5 
Burglaryb 9 6 9 6 5 4 11 6 7 6 
Larceny 7 5 11 5 13 6 10 3 6 4 
Drug trafficking 7 6 10 6 8 6 12 8 6 6 
Other telonles 6 3 8 6 9 6 7 2 5 3 

Sentencea to probation 

All 43 mos. 36 mos. 48 mos. 36 mos. 59 mos. 60 mos. 44 mos. 36 mos. 43 mos. 36 mos. 

Murder8 62 60 75 60 88 120 65 48 63 60 
Rape 64 60 46 36 75 84 37 36 67 60 
Robbery 54 60 56 48 104 60 46 48 54 60 
Aggravated assault 42 36 41 36 49 36 36 36 42 36 
Burglary 49 36 46 36 77 72. 38 30 51 48 
Larcenyb 40 36 39 24 66 60 30 24 40 36 
Drug trafficking 43 36 59 48 94 84 53 36 42 36 
Other felonies 42 36 47 36 49 36 46 36 42 36 

Note: Means exclude sentences 1.0 death or to life in prison. Data are based ~Includes nonnogllgont manslaughter. 
on 98% of the estimated total 676.906 convicted felons. Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 4.Sb. Average felony sentence !engths In State courts. by nature of conviction. 
for the 75 largest counties. 1988 

75 largest counties 
Trial Guilty 

Most serious Total Total Jur~ Bench Elaa 
conviction offense Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median 

Santencel to prison 

All 67 mos. 36 mos. 167 mos. 96 mos. 200 mos. 120 mos. 120 mos. 72 mos. 59 mos. 36 mos. 

Murder· 231 180 339 240 384 300 242 180 190 144 
Rape 154 108 250 180 281 180 173 168 125 96 
Robbery 101 72 189 120 228 168 138 120 90 60 
Aggravated aesault 71 48 133 B4 152 96 105 72 60 45 
BUrglaryb 64 48 150 B4 189 108 101 72 59 42 
Larceny 46 36 99 60 109 60 88 48 45 36 
Drug traffICking 57 36 119 72 131 72 101 60 49 36 
Other felonies 47 30 112 60 131 68 90 48 44 30 

Sentencill to Jail 

All 7 mos. 6 mos. 12 mCiS. 8 mos. 9 mos. 6 mos. 15 mos. 23 mos. 7 mos. 6 mos. 

MurderS 20 12 9 9 10 9 7 7 22 10 
Rape 10 8 10 6 11 9 8 6 10 9 
Robbery 13 12 18 24 11 9 21 24 13 12 
Aggravated assault 8 6 12 9 6 6 19 24 8 6 
Burglaryb 8 6 13 12 5 4 17 24 8 6 
larceny 8 6 10 6 4 6 14 12 7 6 
Drug traffICking 7 6 11 6 7 6 15 12 7 6 
Other felonies 6 4 11 6 12 6 10 6 5 4 

Sentences to probation 

All 40 m;)s. 36 mos. 37 mos. 30 mos. 54 mos 36 mos. 32 mos. 24 mos. 40 mos. 36 mos. 

MurderS 60 60 74 60 92 120 66 48 58 60 
Rape 60 60 46 36 73 84 30 30 61 60 
Robbery 49 60 42 36 66 60 39 36 50 60 
Aggravated assault 38 36 38 30 51 48 32 30 38 36 
Burglaryb 43 36 38 30 48 36 35 30 44 36 
Larceny 39 36 36 24 43 48 34 24 40 36 
Drug trafficking 37 36 35 30 62 60 32 24 38 36 
Other felonies 39 36 36 24 53 36 30 24 40 36 

Note: Maans e~clude sentences to death or to life In prison. Data are based ~Includes non negligent manslaughter. 
on 84% of the estimated total 320,087 convicted f610ns. Includes motor vehicle theft. 
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Table 4.6a. Sentences for felons cony' ~ted of 
murder or non negligent manslaughter, by nature 
of conviction, 1988 

Nation 
Nature of T~E!:!! of sentence 
conviction Total Life Death Other' 

All 100% 24% 2% 74% 

Trial 100 37 5 58 
Jury 100 40 6 54 
Bench 100 24 76 

Guilty plea 100 14 86 

Note: Data are based on 84% of the estimated total 8,909 convicted felons. 
--Less than 0.5%. 
'Includas sentences to Incarceration and to probation. 

Table 4.6b. Sentences for folons convicted of murder 
or nonnegllgent man~lau{jhter, by nature of conviction 
for the 75 largest countillils, 1988 

75 largest counties 
Nature of T~E!:!! 01 sentence 
conviction Total Life Death Other' 

All 100% 23% 2% 75% 

Trial 100 38 4 58 
Jury 100 43 6 51 
Bench 100 23 1 76 

Guilty plea 100 13 87 

Note: Data are based on 07% of the estimated total 4,793 convicted fefons. 
--Less than 0.5%. 
'Includes sentences to Incarceration and to probation. 
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Table 4.78. Number of charges for falony convictions 
In State court •• by nature of convictions. 1988 

NaUon 
Percent convicted of 

Nature of One Two ormor& 
conviction Total charge charges 

All 100% 19% 21% 

Trial 100 71 29 
Jury 100 66 34 
~"nch 100 78 22 

Guilty plea 100 79 21 

Note: Data are based on 84% of the estimated total 676,906 convicted 
felons. 

Table 4.7b. Number of charges for felony convictions 
In State courts. by nature of convictions. for the 
75 largest countIGs. 1988 

75 lars est counties 
Percent convicted of 

Nature of One Two or more 
conviction Total chargE) charges 

All 100% 80% 20% 

Trial 100 71 29 
Jury 100 66 34 
Bench 100 76 24 

Guilty plea 100 80 20 

Note: Data are based on 85% of the estimated total 320,087 convicted 
felons. 
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Table 4.8a. Types of sentences Imposed by Siale courts, by number 
of convictions and by nalure of conviction, 1988 

Nation 
Parcant of felons sentenced to 

Nature of -' Incarceration Nonlncarceration 
conviction Total Total Prison Jail Total Probation 

Convloted of 
one offenlle 

All 100% 67% 40% 27% 33% 32% 

Trial 100 76 62 14 24 23 
Jury 100 90 78 12 10 10 
Bench 100 65 53 12 35 34 

Guilty plea 100 68 42 26 32 31 

Convicted of 
mUltiple offenses 

All 100% 78% 60% 18% 22% 21% 

Trial 100 86 78 8 14 13 
Jury 100 90 78 12 10 10 
Bench 100 65 53 12 35 34 

Guilty plea 100 68 42 26 32 31 

Note: Data are based on 86% of the estimated total 676.906 convicted felons. 
--Less than 0.5%. 

Other 

1% 

1% 

Table 4.Bb. Types of sentences Imposed by State courts, by number 
of convictions and by nalure of conviction, for the 75 largest counties, 1986 

75 lareest counties 
Percant o"elons sentenced to 

Nature of Incarceration Nonincarceration 
conviction Total Total Prison Jail Total Probation Other 

Convioted of 
one offenlle 

All 100% 71% 40% 31% 29% 28% 1% 

Trial 100 78 62 16 22 21 
Jury 100 91 76 13 9 8 
Bench 100 69 54 15 31 31 

Guilty plea 100 73 43 30 27 26 

Convicted of 
mUltiple offenses 

All 100% 81% 59% 22% 19% 19% _% 

Trial 100 84 76 8 16 16 
Jury 100 91 78 13 9 8 
Bench 100 69 54 15 31 31 

Guilty plea 100 73 43 30 27 26 

Note: Data are based on 84% of the estimated total 320.087 convicted felons. 
-Less than 0.5%. 
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Table 4.9a. Average number of days between arrest and conviction 
for felony cases, by nature of conviction, In State courts, 1988 

Nation 
Number of days between arrest and 
conviction for casas dis eo sed b~ 

Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Total Jury Bench elea 

M .. n numbarof daya 

All 176 days 249 days 247 days 252 days 171 days 

Murdera 312 353 352 359 285 
Rape 216 285 280 314 198 
Robbery 190 263 271 300 179 
Aggravated assault 204 242 204 305 199 
Burlgaryb 158 255 202 247 154 
Larceny 153 215 229 202 151 
Drug trafficking 177 255 225 296 173 
Other felonies 177 212 224 197 175 

Madlan numbar of days 

All 124 days 183 days 187 days 179 days 119 days 

Murderl!l 262 306 305 338 234 
Rape 164 238 231 259 148 
Robbery 134 215 212 228 124 
Aggravated assault 151 169 157 271 145 
Burlgaryb 105 161 166 160 103 
Larceny 104 136 138 123 102 
Drug trafficking 126 183 169 219 122 
Other felonies 127 162 175 147 125 

Note: Seo note on table 4.1a. Data are ~Includes nonnegligent mans!aughtllr. 
based on 86% of the estimated total 676,906 Includes motor vehicle theft 
convlctod felons. 
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Table 4.Slb. Average number of days between arrest 
and conviction for felony caBOS, by nature of conviction, 
In State courta, for the 75 largest counties, 1Sl88 

75larQ!!st counties 
Number of days between arrest and 
conviction for casas dls!15!sed b~ 

Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Total Jury Bench plea 

Maan numbarof daya 

All 194 days 354 days 342 days 361 days 183 days 

Murdar' 371 448 463 413 314 
Rape 253 349 337 372 227 
Robbery 202 S13 291 325 189 
Aggravated assault 244 355 303 390 225 
Burglaryb 163 320 245 351 153 
larceny 157 396 472 386 151 
Drug trafficking 171 361 305 386 161 
Other felonl9G 213 345 366 335 208 

Mldlan number of d.ye 

All 126 days 280 days 266 days 290 days 118 days 

Murder· 338 417 427 414 271 
Rape 199 292 291 300 169 
Robbery 141 234 207 256 131 
Aggravatad assault 173 286 228 340 161 
Burglaryb 107 235 193 239 100 
Larceny 97 315 511 276 94 
Drug trafficking 98 306 265 345 90 
Other felonies 141 274 246 287 139 

Note: See note on tabla 4.1 b. Data are :Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
based on 63% of the estimated total 320,087 Includes motor vehicle theft 
convicted felons. 
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Table 4.10a. Average number of days between convIction 
and sentencIng for felony cases, by nsture of convIctIons, 
In State courts, 1988 

Nation 
Number of days beM'een conViction 

Most serious 
and sentencing for cases dlseosed b~ 

Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Total Jury Bench piea 

Mean number of days 

All 33 days 38 days 33 days 33 days 33 days 

Murdera 34 39 35 56 31 
Rape 42 53 56 43 39 
Robbery 37 55 34 86 35 
Aggravated assault 35 40 46 31 35 
Burglaryb 28 24 32 19 28 
Larceny 34 24 34 16 34 
Drug traffICking 34 39 46 33 34 
Other felonies 32 39 48 31 32 

Median number of day. 

All o days o days 17 days o days o days 

MurderS 0 0 0 0 0 
Rape 0 22 28 0 0 
Robbery 0 24 23 26 0 
Aggravated assault 0 0 22 0 0 
Burglaryb 0 0 0 0 0 
larceny 0 0 14 0 0 
Drug trafficking 0 0 11 0 5 
Other felonies 0 0 20 0 0 

Note: Ses note on table 4.1 a. Data are blncludes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
based on 86% of the est/mated total 676,906 Includes motor vehicle theft 
convicted felons. 
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Table 4.10b. Average number of days between convIction 
and sentencIng for felony cases, by nature of convIction, 
by State courts, for the 75 largest counties, 1988 

751argestcountles 
Number of days between conviction 

Most serious 
and sentencing for cases dis(,!osed ~ 

Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Total Jury Bench (,!Iea 

Mean number of daye 

All 54 days 58 days 82 days 47 days 53 days 

MurderS 53 68 68 66 41 
Rape 66 75 82 64 63 
Robbery 47 82 55 96 42 
Aggravated assault 55 61 88 41 54 
Burglaryb 57 52 81 38 57 
Larceny 71 46 99 27 72 
Drug trafficking 42 64 101 49 41 
Othor felonies 55 42 97 28 56 

Madlan number of day. 

All 21 days o days 28 days o days 21 days 

Murdera 21 24 28 0 21 
Rap£ 19 21 30 0 14 
Robbery 21 28 28 26 21 
Aggravated assault 21 24 33 0 21 
Burglaryb 8 21 22 0 5 
Larceny 22 0 0 0 22 
Drug trafficking 21 21 28 0 21 
Other felonies 21 0 20 0 21 

Note: See note on table 4.1 a. Data are ~Includes nonneg!lgent manslaughter. 
based on 63% of the estimated total 320,087 Includes motor vehicle theft 
convicted felons. 
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Table 4.11s. Average number of dr:ays between arrest 
and Irontenclng for felony cases, by nature of convIctions, 
State courts, 1988 

Nation 
Numbar of days between arrest and 
6entanclnll for cases dis EO sed b~ 

Most 6erlou6 Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Total Jl.ry Bench Elea 

Milan number of days 

All 208 days 293 days 289 dayll 301 days 202 days 

Murdera 341 391 383 435 308 
Rape 251 333 325 379 231 
Robbery 226 333 296 393 213 
Aggravated assault 238 292 263 341 231 
Burda(~ 187 259 239 282 183 
Larcenyb 187 248 249 246 '185 
Drug trafficking 210 295 274 323 205 
Other f910nles 207 265 277 249 204 

Median number of <lays 

All 147 days 225 days 226 days 219 days 143 days 

MurderS 284 $34 330 417 251 
Rape 197 286 282 326 180 
Robbery 161 257 231 307 151 
Aggravated assault 178 241 202 2138 172 
Burglaryb 126 186 183 187 124 
Larceny 126 169 157 181 124 
Drug trafficking 154 217 205 248 151 
Other felonies 148 194 206 182 146 

Note: Sae note on table 4.1a. Data are ~lnclUdes nonnagllgent manslaughter. 
based on 86% of the estimated total 676,906 Includes motor vahlcle thell 
convicted felons. 
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Tablo 4.11b. Average number of days between arrest 
and sentencing for f(llony cases, by nature of conviction, 
In State courts, f'lr the 75 largest counties, 1988 

751arseGt r.ountles 
Number of days botween arrest and 
convlcllon for cases dlsQosed b~ 

Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Total Jury Bench plea 

Mean numborof day. 

All 229 days 402 days 388 days 414 days 218 days 

Murdera 398 484 480 497 :l35 
Rape 306 414 394 459 279 
Robbery 242 384 321 430 256 
Aggravatod assault 273 403 379 424 255 
Bur91aryb 206 367 317 396 198 
larceny 213 372 257 418 208 
Drug trafficking 205 408 391 417 195 
Other felonies 237 390 416 372 232 

Median numbarof days 

All 150 days 322 days 302 days 343 days 143 days 

Murdera 354 455 434 482 289 
Rape 238 343 330 408 213 
Robbery 169 309 259 359 157 
Aggravated assault 199 327 288 374 183 
BurglarYb 127 274 247 287 123 
larceny 132 284 192 344 128 
Drug trafficking 127 335 324 363 120 
Other felonies 158 297 255 300 153 

Note: See note on table 4.1b. Data are ~Includes non negligent manslaughter. 
based on 63% of the estimated total 320,087 Includes motor vehicle theft 
convlctad felons. 

'* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1992-3 It 2 _It 7 1 I 6 0 0 2 6 
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Call800-7321ii3277 for 
free and timely reports 
BJS National Update 

Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics 

Report to the Nation on Crime and Justice 

BJS Bulletins and Special Reports 

Drugs and crime data 

National Crime Victimization Survey reports 

Law enforcement reports 

Prosecution and adjudication in State courts 

Corrections reports: jails, prisons, 
probation, parole 

Privacy and security of criminal justice 
history data and policy 

Federal justice case processing: investigation, 
prosecution, adjudication, corrections 

International statistics 

Justice expenditure and employment 

Your toll-free line to the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse is sponsored by the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 
U.S. Department of Justice 



Drugs & Crime Data 
The Bureau of Justice Statistics updated directory 

provides valuable contacts for locating State 

agencies concerned with drug abuse_-------~ 

(I) .•..... 
: m. .' 
"'. .~ 

State Drug Reso~ces: 
1992 National Dlfectory 

Please send the State Drug Resources: 1992 National Directory (NCJ-134375). 

Drugs & Crime 
Data Center & 
Clearinghouse 

Name Title ____________ _ 

Organization ____________ Daytime phone _________ _ 

Address ________________________________ _ 

City, State, ZIP ____________________________ _ 

D Please add my name to the Drugs & Crime Data Center & Clearinghouse mailing list. 



Bureau of Justice Statistics 
reports 
See order form on last page 
(Revised November 1992) 

Call toll-free 800-732-3277 to order BJS 
reports, to be added to one of the BJS 
mailing lists, or to speak to a reference 
specialist in statistics at the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse, 
National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service, Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850. 
For drugs and crime data, call the Drugs 
& Crime Data Center & Clearinghouse, 
1600 Research Blvd., Rockville, MD 
20850. toll-free 800-666-3332. 
BJS maintains these mailing lists: 
• Law enforcement reports 
• Drugs and crime data 
• Justice expenditure and employment 
• National Crime Victimization Survey 
• Corrections 
• Courts 
• Privacy and security of criminal histories 
and criminal justice information policy 
• Federal statistics 
• BJS bulletins and special reports 
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual) 
Single copies of reports are free; use 
NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports. For single caples of 
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free; 
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 
Public-use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal justice data are 
available from the National Archive 
of Crirninal Justice Data (formerly 
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 
4810C "oll-free 800-999-0960). 

National Crime Victimization 
Survey 
Criminal vlctlll'lzation In the U.S.: 

1990 (final), t, ';J-134126, 2192 
1973-88 trends, NCJ-129392, 7/91 
1989 (Iinal), NCJ-129391, 6/91 

Crime victimization In city, suburban, 
and rural areas, NCJ-135943, 6/92 

School crime, NCJ-131645, 9/91 
Teenage victims, NCJ-128129, 5/91 
Female victims of violent crime, 

NCJ-126826,1191 
The Nation's two crime measures: Uniform 

Crime Reports and the National Crime 
Survey. NCJ-122705. 4/90 

Redesign of the National Crime Survey, 
NCJ-111457.3189 

The seasonality of crime victimization. 
NCJ-111033. 6188 

BJS bulletins 
Criminal victimization 1991. NCJ-136947, 

10/92 
Crime and the Natlon's householdS, 1990, 

NCJ-136950.7/92 
The crime of rape, NCJ-96777. 3185 
Household burglary. NCJ-96021. 1/85 
Measuring crime, NCJ-75710, 2181 

BJS special reports 
Elderly victims. NCJ-138330, 10/92 
Handgun crime victims. NCJ-123559, 7/90 
Black Victims. NCJ-122562, 4190 
Hispanic victims. NCJ-120507, 1/90 
The redesigned National Crime Survey: 

Selected new data, NCJ-114746, 1/89 
Motor vehicle theft. NCJ-109978, 3188 
Elderly victims, NCJ-107676. 11/87 
Violent crime trends, NCJ-107217, 11/87 
Robbery victims, NCJ-1 04638, 4187 
Violent crime by strangers and nM-

strangers, NCJ-103702.1187 
Preventing domestic Violence against 

women. NCJ-102037, 8/86 
Crime prevention measures, NCJ-100438, 

3/86 
The use of weapons In committing 

crimes, NCJ-99643, 1186 
Reporting crimes to the police. 

NCJ-99432, 12185 
The economiC cost of crime to victims, 

NCJ-93450. 4/84 

BJS technical reports 
New directions for NCS, NCJ-115571, 3/89 
Series crimes: Report of a field test. 

NCJ·1 04615, 4/87 

Crime and older Americans Information 
package, NCJ-104569. 5/87. $10 

Victimization and fear of crime: World 
perspectives, NCJ-93872, 1/85. $9.15 

The National Crime Survey: Working papers, 
Current and historical perspectives, vol. I, 

NCJ-75374.8/82 
Methodology studies, vol. II, 

NCJ-90307. 12184 

Corrections 
BJS bulletins and special reports 

Capital punishment 1991. NCJ-136946, 
10/92 

Orug enforcement and treatment In 
prisons, 1990, NCJ-134724, 7/92 

Prisoners In 1991. NCJ·134729, 5/92 
Women In prison, NCJ-127991. 4/91 
Violent State prison Inmates and their 

Victims. NCJ·124133, 7/90 
Prison rule violators, NCJ·120344, 12/89 
Recidivism of prisoners released In 1983, 

NCJ-116261. 4/89 
Drug use and crime: State prison inmate 

survey, 1986, NCJ·111940, 7/88 
Time served In prison and on parole, 1984, 

NCJ-108544. 12187 
Prome of State prison Inmates, 1986. 

NCJ-109926, 1/88 
Imprisonment In four countries. 

NCJ-103967.2I87 
Population density In State prisons, 

NCJ-103204. 12186 

Prisoners at midyear 1992 (press release), 
NCJ·138541,10/92 

Correctional populations In the United 
States: 

1990. NCJ·134946. 7/92 
1989. NCJ-130445. 10/91 

Census of State and Federal correctional 
facilities, 1990. NCJ-137003, 6/92 

Prisons and prisoners In the United States. 
NCJ-137002. 4/92 

National Corrections Reporting Program: 
1989. NCJ-138222, 11/92 
1988. NCJ-134929. 4/92 
1987. NCJ-134928, 4/92 
1986. NCJ-132291. 2192 

State and Federal Institutions, 1926-86: 
Race of prisoners admitted, NCJ-125618, 

6/91 
Historical statistics on prisoners. 

NCJ-111098. 6/88 

Census of jails and survey 
of jail inmates 
BJS bulletins and .5pecial reports 

Drunk driving: 1989 Survey of Inmates 
of Local Jails, NCJ-134728. 9/92 

Jail Inmates, 1991. NCJ-134726. 6/92 
Women In jail, 1989, NCJ-134732, 3/92 
Drugs and jail inmates, NCJ-130836, 8191 
Jail inmates, 1990. NCJ-129756. 6/91 
Prome of jail Inmates, 1989, 

NCJ-129097,4191 
Jail inmates, 1989. NCJ-123264, 6/90 
Population density in local jalis, 1988. 

NCJ-122299.3/90 
Census of local jails, 1988. 

NCJ-121101,2190 

Census of local jails, 1988: 
Summary and methodology, vol. I, 

NCJ-127992,3/91 
Data for individual jails in the Northeast, 

Midwest, South, West, vols. II-V. 
NCJ-130759-130762,9191 

Census of local jailS, 1983: Selected 
findings, methodology, summary tables, 
vol. V. NCJ·112795. 11/88 

Probation and parole 
BJS bulletins and special reports 

Probation and parole: 
1990. NCJ-133285, 11/91 
1989, NCJ-125833.11/90 

Recidivism of young parolees. 
NCJ-104916,5/87 

Juvenile corrections 
Children In custody: Census of public and 

private juvenile detention, correctional, 
and shelter facilities. 1975-85, NCJ-114055. 
6/89 

Survey of youth In custody, 1987 (special 
report). NCJ-113365. 9/88 

Expenditure and employment 
Justice expenditure and employment: 

1990 (BJS bulletin), NCJ-135777. 9/92 
1988 (lull reporl), NCJ-125619. 8/91 
Extracts,1984, '85, '86. NCJ-124139, 8/91 

Justice variable pass-through data, 1990: 
Anti-drug abuse formula grants (BJS 
technical reporl), NCJ·133018, 3192 

Courts 
BJS bulletIns 

Prosecutors In State courts, 1990, 
NCJ-134500, 3192 

Pretrial release of felony defendants, 1988. 
NCJ-127202, 2191 

Felony sentences In State courts, 1988, 
NCJ-126923, 12/90 

Crlr.linal defense for the poor, 1986, 
NCJ-112919,9/88 

State felony courts and felony laws, 
NCJ-106273. 8187 

The growth of appeals: 1973-83 trends, 
NCJ-96381. 2185 

BJS specIal reports 
Recidivism of felons on probation, 

1986·89. NCJ-134177. 2192 
Felony case processing In State courts, 

1986, NCJ-121753. 2190 

National JUdicial Reporting Program, 1988, 
NCJ-135945.11/92 

The prosecution of felony arrests: 
1968. NCJ-130914, 2192 
1987. NCJ-124140. 9190 

Felons sentenced to probation In State 
courts, 1986, NCJ-124944, 11/90 

Felony defendants In large urban counties, 
1988, NCJ-122385, 4190 

ProWe of felons convicted In State courts, 
1986. NCJ·120021. 1/90 

Felony laws Ilf 50 Slates and the District of 
Columbia, 1986, NCJ·105066, 2188. $14.60 

State court model statistical dictionary: 
Supplement. NCJ·98326, 9/85 
1nt edition. NCJ-62320. 9/80 

Privacy and security 
Criminal justice Information policy: 

Report of the National Task Force on 
Criminal History Record Disposition 
Reporting. NCJ-135836. 6/92 

Attorney General's program for Improving 
the Nation's criminal history records: 

BJS implementation status report, 
NCJ·134722.3/92 

Identifying felons who attempt to 
purchase firearms, NCJ-128131, 3191. 
$9.90 

Assessing completeness and accuracy of 
criminal history record Information: 
Audit guide. NCJ-133651, 2/92 

Forensic DNA analysis: IssUes. 
NCJ-128567.6191 

Statutes requiring use of criminal history 
record information. NCJ·129896, 6/91 

Survey of criminal history information 
systems, NCJ-125620. 3/91 

Original records of entry. NCJ-125626, 
12190 

Strategies for Improving data quality. 
NCJ-115339. 5/89 
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Information, NCJ-111458. 11/88 
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Criminal justice "hot" Wes. NCJ-101850. 
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National conference on Improving the 
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Criminal justice in the 1990's: The future 
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Juvenile and adult records: One system. 
one record? NCJ-114947. 1190 

Open vs. confidential records. 
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Law Enforcement Management 
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State and local police departments, 1990. 
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Sheriffs' departments, 1990. NC,J-133283. 
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Profile of State and local law enforcement 
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1991. NCJ-134371. 9/92 
1990. NCJ-128662. 8/91 

State drug resources: 1992 national 
directory. NCJ-134375, 5192 

Catalog of selected Federal publications 
on Illegal drug and alcohol abuse. 
NCJ-132582.10/91 

Federal drug data for national policy, 
NCJ-122715. 4190 

Federal justice statistics 
Federal criminal case processing, 1980-90, 

with preliminary data for 1991. 
NCJ-136945. 9/92 

Compendium of Federal justice statistics: 
1989, NCJ-134730. 5192 
1988, NCJ-130474. 1/92 

The Federal civil justice system (BJS 
bulletin), NCJ·104769. 8/87 

Federal offenses and offenders 
BJS special reports 

Federal sentencing in transition, 1986·90, 
NCJ·134727,6192 

I01r.1lgration offenses. NCJ-124546, 8/90 
Federal criminal cases, 1980-87. 

NCJ-118311,7/89 
Drug law vlolators,1S80-86, NCJ-111763, 

6/88 
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Reform Act of 1984. NCJ-109929. 2188 
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Forgery and fraud-related offenses 
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International crime rates, NCJ·11 0776. 5/88 
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Oct. '92. ~jCJ-138540. 9/92 
July '92. NCJ-137059, 7/92 
April '92. NCJ·135722. 4/92 
Jan. '92. NCJ-133097. 12191 

Sourcebook of criminal justice statistics, 
1991, NCJ·137369. 9/92 

State justice sourcebook of statistics and 
research. NCJ-137991. 9/92 

BJS application Information, FY 1992 
programs. NCJ-134644. 3/92 

Perestroika and the Procuracy: The chang­
Ing role of the prosecutor's office in the 
former USSR (BJS discussion paper). 
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,Violent crime In the United States. 
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BJS data report, 1989. NCJ-121514. 1/91 
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Bibliography. TB030012. 10/86. $17.50 
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Please put me on the mailing list for­

O Law enforcement reports-national 
data on State and local police and 
sheriffs' departments, operations, 
equipment, personnel, salaries, 
spending, policies, programs 

o Federal statistics-data describing 
Federal case processing, from 
investigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

o Drugs and crime-sentencing and 
time served by drug offenders, drug 
use at time of crime by jail inmates 
and State prisoners, and other quality 
data on drugs, crime, and law 
enforcement 

o Justice expenditure & employment­
annual spending and staffing by 
Federal, State, and local governments 
and by function (police, courts, 
corrections, etc.) 

To be added to any BJS 
mailing list, please copy 
or cut out this page, fill 
in, fold, stamp, and mail 
to the Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse/NCJ RS. 

You will receive an annual 
renewal card. If you do not 
return it, we must drop you 
from the mailing list. 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history data and infonnation policy­
new legislation; maintaining and 
releasing intelligence and investigative 
records; data quality issues 

o BJS bulletins and special reports­
timely reports of the most current 
justice data in all BJS data series 

o Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts-case processing from 
prosecution through court disposition, 
State felony laws, felony sentencing, . 
public defenders, pretrial release 

o Corrections reports-results of 
sample surveys and censuses of jails, 
prisons, parole, probation, and other 
corrections data 

Name: 
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Organization: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 

o National Crime Victimization 
Survey-the only ongoing national 
survey of crime victimization 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual)-broad-based data 
from 150 + sources with addresses; 
400 + tables, figures, index, annotated 
bibliography 

o BJS National Update-a quarterly 
summary of new BJS data, programs, 
and information services and products 

o Send me a sign up form for NIJ Catalog, 
free 6 times a year, which abstracts 
private and government criminal justice 
publications 

Daytime phone number: ~(_---..!~ ______________ _ 
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BJS DATA ON CD-ROM 
The Bureau of Justice Statistics (8 .. 15) presents crime and justice data on 
CD-ROM. Prepared by the Inter-University Consortium for Political and 
Social Research (ICPSR) at the University of Michigan, the CD-ROM 
contains 24 data sets, including the following: 

III National Crime Victimization Surveys: 1987-
1989 Incident File 

• National Crime Victimization Surveys: 
1989 Full File 

• Law Enforcement Management and 
Administrative Statistics, 1987 

• National Pretrial Reporting Program, 
1988-1989. 

1.1 National Judicial Reporting 
Program, 1986 and 1988 

II Survey of Inmates of Local Jails, 
1983 and 1989 

II National Jail Census, 1978, 1 f.'83, 
and 1988 

III Survey of Inmates of State Correctional 
Facilities, 1974, 1979, and 1986 

II Census of State Adult Correctional Facilities, 1974, 
1979, and 1984 

II Survey of Youth in Custody, 1987 
• Expenditure and Employment Data for the Criminal Justice System, 

1971-79, 1985, and 1988 

The BJS CD .. ROM contains ASCII files that require the use of specific statistical 
software packages and does not contain fullmtext publications. SAS and SPSS 
setup files are provided. 

The BJS CD-ROM can be purchased from the Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse for $15. It is available free through ICPSR merrlber institutions. 
For more information, call 1-800--732-3277. 

To order your copy of the BJS CD·ROM, please send a check or money order made out to the BJS Clearinghouse to Box 6000, 28, Rockville, 
MD 20850. 

You may also purchase the CD·ROM by using VISA or MasterCard. Please include type of card, card holder's name and address, card 
number, and expiration date for processing. 

Credit Card Number ___________ _ Expiration Date 

Name and Address of Card Holder _____________________ _ 
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1600 Research Boulevard 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Official Business 

To order this report 
or ask about other BJS 
crime and justice data: 

Call1-800~732 .. 32n 

Bureau of Justice Statistics 
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Rockville, MD 20850 
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for the latest data releases: 

1-301-738-8895 
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