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JOHN ASHCROFT 
GOVERNOR 

MISSOURI 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

DIVISION OF YOUTH SERVICES 

Mr. Gary J. Stangler, Director 
Department of Social Services 
Broadway State Office Building 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Dear Mr. Stangler: 

P.O. BOX 447 
JEFFERSON CITY 

65102-0447 

(314) 751-3324 

The Division of Youth Services is pleased to submit to you our Annual 
Statistical Report. Statistical information found in this report reviews fiscal 
year 1991 from July 1, 1990 through June 30, 1991. This report provides 
pertinent statistics regarding the number and characteristics of the youth 
we serve. 

During fiscal year 1991, the division has continued implementing a 
variety of community-based services which included proctor care, day 
treatment, and intensive supervision. Through the development of these 
programs, the division has provided cost effective services while attempting 
to meet the many needs of the children committed to our care. 

We extend our appreciation to the Governor, the Missouri Legislature, 
the Department of Social Services, our Advisory Board, and the many 
volunteers and friends of the division. Through their support, we have been 
able to work toward enhancing and extending the division's treatment 
services while also making improvements to our facilities throughout the 
state. 

~~te\Vard 
Director 

** AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY /AFFI RMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER ** 
services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis 
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Fiscal Year 1991 Snapshot Data 

State-wide Commitments 

• Nearly nine out of ten youth committed were boys 

• Over one-half of youth committed were white 

.. 44 percent of those committed had a history of drug use 

• Approximately one out of four youth were committed for 
crimes against a person 

• The average youth committed was at nearly the ninth grade 
level 

• Approximately one out of ten youth were recommitted or 
revoked 

• The average age of committed youth was 15.2 years 

• Two out of three youth committed were from a llletropolitan 
area 

.. One-half of prior adjudications were for property offenses 

• 37 percent were referred to a juvenile court before their 
13th birthday 
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Commitments and Recommitments 

A total of 917 Missouri youth (777 males and 140 females) were committed to the Division 
of Youth Services during fiscal year 1991. Of the 917, 92 percent were first time 
commitments and eight percent were returned to DYS after a discharge. 

While the number of recommitments has remained relatively constant over the past five 
years, the number of first tilne commitments has varied considerably. First tiIne commit­
ments gradually decreased between 1986 and 1988, increased by nearly 30 percent in fiscal 
year 1989, and leveled off in 1990. The number of commitments for fiscal ye-ar 1991 is nearly 
unchanged from the 1990 level. (See Figure I). 

While males account for 84 percent of first time commitments, they account for nearly 90 
percent of recommitments. (See Figure 2). 

2 

Figure 1 Commitments and Recommitments: Fiscal Years 1986-1991 
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Commitments by Re~ion 

Nearly half (44%) of the total commitments for fiscal 1991 came from the St. Louis region. 
Commitments from the St. Louis region are more than the combined commitments from the 
three rural regions (Northeast, Southeast and Southwest). 

Fiscal year 1991 commitments from the St. Louis region increased by nearly 14 percent over 
1990. All other regions showed a decrease in commitments, with a17 percent drop in the 
Southeast region, 12 percent in the Southwest and eight percent in the Northwest. Commit­
ments in the Northeast region dropped by one percent. Figures 3 and 4 show commitments 
by region and sex. A detailed summary of commitrnents by circuit and county is shown in 
AppendixB. 

Figure 3 Commitments by Region and Sex 
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Figure 4 Commitments By Region and Sex 

Region Total Com~itments Male Commitments Fernale Commitments 
St. Louis 43.70% 44.20% 40.70% 
Northwest 18.30% 17.90% 20.70% 
Southwest 14.90% 14.30% 18.60% 
Southeast 12.50% 12.70% 11.40% 
Northeast 10.50% 10.80% 8.60% 
Total 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

More than two-thirds (68%) of the students committed to DYS came from a metropolitan 
area. Metropolitan areas include Boone, Clay, Jackson, Jefferson, St. Charles and St. Louis 
counties and St. Louis City. 

Figure 5 Commitments by Residence 

4 

EI Rural 

o Metro 



Commitments bv ~e and Grade 

Relatively few youth (6%) committed to DYS were younger than age fourteen. The fifteen to 
sixteen year age cohort represented three-fourths of the youth committed. (See Figure 6). 

Figure 6 Age at Commitment by Sex 
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Boys who had completed their eighth, ninth or tenth school grade accounted for nearly two­
thirds (65%) of all commitments. Figure 7 depicts the grade by sex break down. 

Figure 7 Grades Completed at Time of Commitment by Sex 
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Com.mitments by Race 

According to U. S. Census Bureau 1990 figures, the juvenile population of Missouri is 
approximately 14 percent black and 85 percent white. A disproportionately high number 
of blacks were committed to DYS during fiscal year 1990. Approximately 44 percent of the 
youth committed were black, 55 percent were white. Only eight youth of other minorities 
were committed. 
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Commitments by Type of Offense 

Youth are committed to DYS for a variety of reasons, with the majority committed for law 
violations. Youth are also committed for status offenses, such as being truant or running 
away from home. Males are the majority of commitments in every category, outnumbering 
females by a ratio of eight to one in the property offense category, and by seven to one in 
crimes against people. However, in the status offense category males outnumber females 
by only two to one. Figure 9 shows males and females broken out by category of offense. For 
a detailed summary of specific commiting offenses, see Appendix A. 

Figure 9 Commitments by Type of Offense 
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DYS Risk Assessment 

During fiscal year 1990, the Division of Youth Services implemented a risk-based classifi­
cation system. As youth are received from the courts, lisk of re-offending is assessed using 
an instrument which scores the youth on such parameters as seriousness of offense, prior 
offenses and history of assaultive behavior. These risk scores are used to broadly classify 
youth for DYS placement. Low risk youth are steered toward community based placements 
and low structure residential placements. High risk youth are steered toward a nlore 
structured residential placement. 

Figure 10 compares risk levels by sex. One in five males and fewer than one in five females 
were considered high risk. Approxinlately one-half of the females and one-third of the males 
were conSidered low risk. 

The graphs on page 9 show regional commitments grouped by risk level. Figure 11 shows 
actual numbers of youth in each risk group. The St. Louis region committed more high risk 
youth thap the three rural regions combined. Figure 12 shows the percentage of regional 
commitments in each risk group. Each region, on average, had one third of their 
commitments in the low risk group, and about one in five considered high risk. 
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Figure 11 Commitments by Risk Category and Region 
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Juvenile Discharies 

In fiscal year 1991, 87 percent of the total discharges were satisfactory. lllarginally lower 
than the previous year's rate of 89 percent. Figure 10 depicts fiscal year 1991 discharges 
from DYS custody. 

Youth who successfully complete the aftercare program. receive a satisfactory discharge. 
Federal service discharges are those who are discharged in order to enter military service or 
the Job Corps. Marginal satisfactory discharges are given to youth who exhibited no ll1ajor 
problelTIS with DYS programs, yet less than adequately completed the aftercare program. 
Discharges from institutions are youth discharged directly from a program without entering 
aftercare. 'Discharge Other' includes interstate placement discharges who were involved 
only with the division's aftercare program. 'Over Eighteen' discharges are youth who have 
reached the mandatory discharge age of eighteen. 

Youth involved in a law violation resulting in criminal court action receive either an 
unsatisfactory discharge or an unsatisfactory direct discharge. These two categories made 
up eight percent of all discharges for fiscal year 1991. Recommitments are those youth who 
are involved in law violations which result in a new commitment by the juvenile court to the 
Division of Youth Services. 'Aftercare Runaway' and 'Dropped from Rolls' are those youth 
who have absconded from aftercare or run away from a facility and have not been 
apprehended within a specified time period. 

10 

Figure 10 Discharges from Division of Youth Services 
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Appendix A Reasons for Commitment 

Offenses Against People 

Offense Male Female Total Offense Male Female Total 
Murder 2nd Degree 1 0 1 Assault 3rd wI 7 1 8 

Physical Injury 
Involuntary 2 0 2 Assault 3rd Degree 53 15 68 

Manslaughter 
Rape 5 0 5 Assault Misdemeanor 1 1 2 
Sexual Assault 1 1 0 1 Sexual Abuse Harm 1 0 1 
Sexual Assault 2 2 1 3 Sexual Abuse 1 st Degree 6 0 6 
Sodomy 6 0 6 Sex Abuse 2 wI Weapon 1 0 1 
Deviate Sexual Assault 1 0 1 Sexual Abuse 2nd 1 0 1 

Degree 
Sexual Assault-Other 1 0 1 Sexual Abuse 3rd 4 0 4 

Degree 
Robbery 1 st Degree 22 0 22 Armed Criminal 1 0 1 

Action 
Robbery 2nd Degree 17 1 18 Carrying Concealed 7 0 7 

Weapon 
Robbery-Felony-Other 2 0 2 Weapon Felony Other 7 1 8 
Assault i st Degree 13 4 17 Peace Disturbance 3 1 4 
Assault 2nd 19 1 20 Harrassment 1 0 1 
Total Offenses Against People 211 

Property Offenses 

Offense Male Female Total Offense Male Female Total 
Burglary 1 st Degree 18 0 18 Property Damage 27 5 32 
Burglary 2nd Degree 73 7 80 Trespass 1 st Degree 5 0 5 
Possess Burglary Tools 1 0 1 Trespass 2nd Degree 3 0 3 
Burglary Other 2 0 2 Receiving Stolen 1 0 1 

Property - Over $150 
Stealing 64 9 73 Receiving Stolen 3 1 4 

Property 
Stealing Motor Vehicle 14 0 14 Shooting into Building 9 0 9 
Stealing Misdemeanor 48 16 64 Unlawful Possession of 1 0 1 

Firearm 
Arson 1 st Degree 1 0 1 Viol Cntrld. Substance 4 0 4 
Arson 2nd Degree 1 0 1 Viol Cntrld. Substance 19 1 20 

Sell 
Reckless Burning 1 0 1 Viol. Cntrld. Substance 3 0 3 

Possession 
Forgery 4 1 5 Viol. Cntrld. Substance 1 0 1 

Dispense 
Forgery Felony Other 0 1 1 Viol. Cntrld. Substance 1 0 1 

Distribute 
Passing Bad Check 1 0 1 Viol. Cntrld. Sub stance 3 1 4 

Unauthorized Sale 
Fraudulent Use of 1 2 3 Viol. Cntrld. Substance 1 0 1 

Cred~ Device No Registration 
Tampering 1st Degree 76 1 77 Dangerous Drugs 1 0 - 1 

Felony 
Tampering 2nd Degree 14 4 18 Dangerous Drugs 17 0 17 

Misdemeanor 
Minor Possess 0 2 2 

Tampering 2 10 0 10 Intoxicating_ Liquor 
Total Property Offenses 479 

continued ... 
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Figure 11 Commitments by Risk Category and Region 
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Figure 12 Percentage of Commitments by Risk Category by Region 
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Juvenile Dischar~es 

In fiscal year 1991. 87 percent of the total discharges were satisfactory. n1arginally lower 
than the previous year's rate of 89 percent. Figure 10 depicts fiscal year 1991 discharges 
from DYS custody. 
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Appendix A Reasons for Commitment 

Offenses Against People 

Offense Male Female Total Offense Male Female Total 
Murder 2nd Degree 1 0 1 Assault 3rd wi 7 1 8 

Physical Injury 
Involuntary 2 0 2 Assault 3rd Degree 53 15 68 
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Rape 5 0 5 Assault Misdemeanor 1 1 2 
Sexual Assault 1 1 0 1 Sexual Abuse Harm 1 0 1 
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Degree 
Sexual Assault-Other 1 0 1 Sexual Abuse 3rd 4 0 4 

Degree 
Robbery 1 st Degree 22 0 22 Armed Criminal 1 0 1 

Action 
Robbery 2nd Degree 17 1 18 Carrying Concealed 7 0 7 

Weapon 
Robbery-Felony-Other 2 0 2 Weapnn Felony Other 7 1 8 
Assault i st Degree 13 4 17 Peace Disturbance 3 1 4 
Assault 2nd 19 1 20 Harrassment 1 0 1 
Total Offenses Against People 211 

Property Offenses 

Offense Male Female Total Offense Male Female Total 
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Possess Burglary Tools 1 0 1 Trespass 2nd Degree 3 0 3 
Burglary Other 2 0 2 Receiving Stolen 1 0 1 

Property - Over $150 
Stealing 64 9 73 Receiving Stolen 3 1 4 

Property 
Stealing Motor Vehicle 14 0 14 Shooting into Building 9 0 9 
Stealing Misdemeanor 48 16 64 Unlawful Possession of 1 0 1 

Firearm 
Arson 1 st Degree 1 0 1 Viol Cntrld. Substance 4 0 4 
Arson 2nd Degree 1 0 1 Viol Cntrld. Substance 19 1 20 

Sell 
Reckless Burning 1 0 1 Viol. Cntrld. Substance 3 0 3 

Possession 
Forgery 4 1 5 Viol. Cntrld. Substance 1 0 1 

Dispense 
Forgery Felony Other 0 1 1 Viol. Cntrld. Substance 1 0 1 

Distribute 
Passing Bad Check 1 0 1 Viol. Cntrld. Sub stance 3 1 4 

Unauthorized Sale 
Fraudulent Use of 1 2 3 Viol. Cntrld. Substance 1 0 1 

Credit Device No Registration 
Tampering 1st Degree 76 1 77 Dangerous Drugs 1 0 

.~ 

1 
Felony 

Tampering 2nd Degree 14 4 18 Dangerous Drugs 17 0 17 
Misdemeanor 

Minor Possess 0 2 2 
Tamperinq 2 10 0 10 Intoxicatinq Liquor 
Total Property Offenses 479 

continued ... 
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Appendix A Reasons for Commitment 

Miscellaneous Law Offenses 

Offense Male Female Total Offense Male Female Total 
Felonious Restraint 0 1 1 Escape Confinement by 1 1 2 

Force 
Prostitution 0 2 2 Aid Escape of Prisoner 0 1 1 
Sexual Misconduct 0 1 1 Flight/Escape 1 0 1 
Indecent Exposure 3 0 3 Misdemeanor 

Failure to Appear 1 0 1 
Making False Report 0 1 1 Probation Violation 45 10 55 
Resist Arrest 1 0 1 No Driver's License 2 0 2 
Interfere with Arrest 1 0 1 Violation of Probation 8 2 10 
Escape from 1 0 1 

Commitment Curfew 2 0 2 
Escape Custody 0 1 1 Vehicle Registration 0 2 2 
Escape Confinement 4 0 4 Vehicle Law Felony 2 0 2 
Escape Confinement w/ 1 0 1 

Weapon 
Total Miscallaneous Law Offenses 95 

Status/Administrative and Other Offenses 

Offense Male Female Total Offense Male Female Total 
Truant 18 5 23 Relief of Custody 8 1 9 
Disobedient Child 10 8 18 Violation of Probation 19 0 19 
Absent From Home 22 17 39 Violation of Court 6 6 12 

Order 
Behavior Injurious to 4 3 7 Curfew 3 0 3 

Se~ or Others 
Abuse 0 1 1 
Total Status/Administrative and Other Offenses 131 
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Appendix B Commitments by Circuit and County 

Circuit County Male Female Total Circuit County Male Female Total 
Circuit #1 Clark 1 0 1 Circuit #15 Lafayette 3 0 3 

Schuyler 0 0 0 Saline 10 1 11 
Scotland 0 0 0 Subtotal 13 1 14 
Subtotal 1 0 1 Circuit #16 Jackson 75 11 86 

Circuit #2 Adair 3 1 4 Circuit #17 Cass 7 3 10 
Knox 0 0 0 Johnson 2 1 3 
Lewis 1 0 1 Subtotal 9 4 13 
Subtotal 4 1 5 Circuit #18 Cooper 2 0 2 

Circuit #3 Grundy 0 0 0 Pettis 6 1 7 
Harrison 0 0 0 Subtotal 8 1 9 
Mercer 0 0 0 Circuit #19 Cole 14 0 14 
Putnam 0 0 0 Circuit #20 Franklin 4 0 4 
Subtotal 0 0 0 Gasconade 0 0 0 

Circuit #4 Atchison 0 0 0 Osage 0 0 0 
Gentry 0 0 0 Subtotal 4 0 4 
Holt 0 0 0 Circuit #21 St Louis County 100 18 118 
Nodaway 1 0 1 Circuit #22 St Louis City 177 29 206 
Worth 0 0 0 Circuit #23 Jefferson 28 5 33 
Subtotal 1 0 1 Circuit #24 Madison 1 0 1 

Circuit #5 Andrew 0 0 0 Perry 3 0 3 
Buchanan 5 0 5 SI Francois 12 1 13 
Subtotal 5 0 5 Ste Genevieve 2 0 2 

Circuit #6 Platte 5 0 5 Washington 1 0 1 
Circuit #7 Clay_ 16 9 25 Subtotal 19 1 20 
Circuit #8 Carroll 3 1 4 Circuit #25 Maries 1 0 1 

Ray 6 2 8 Phelps 2 0 2 
Subtotal 9 3 12 Pulaski 5 0 5 

Circuit #9 Chariton 0 0 0 Texas 0 0 0 
Linn 0 0 0 Subtotal 8 0 8 
Sullivan 0 0 0 Circuit #26 Camden 1 1 2 
SUbtotal 0 0 0 Laclede 5 0 5 

Circuit #10 Marion 1 0 1 Miller 3 0 3 
Monroe .3 0 3 Moniteau 0 0 0 
Ralls 0 0 0 Morgan 5 0 5 
Subtotal 4 0 4 Subtotal 14 1 15 

Circuit #11 Lincoln 8 2 10 Circuit #27 Bates 0 0 0 
Pike 3 0 3 Henry 1 0 1 
St Charles 38 5 43 St Clair 2 0 2 
Subtotal 49 7 56 Subtotal 3 0 3 

Circuit #12 Audrain 3 0 3 Circuit #28 Barton 0 0 0 
Montgomery 1 1 2 Cedar 1 0 1 
Warren o· 0 0 Dade 0 0 0 
Subtotal 4 1 5 Vernon 2 0 2 

Circuit #13 Boone 17 4 21 Subtotal 3 0 3 
Callaway 3 0 3 Circuit #29 Jasper 24 10 34 
Subtotal 20 4 24 . 

Circuit #14 Howard 1 0 1 
Randolph 3 2 5 
Subtotal 4 2 6 

continued ... 
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Appendix B Commitments by Circuit and County 

Circuit County· Male Female Total Circuit County Male Female Total 
Circuit #30 Benton 0 0 0 Circuit #39 Barry 0 0 0 

Dallas 0 0 0 Lawrence 3 0 3 
Hickory 0 0 0 Stone 0 0 0 
Polk 0 0 0 Subtotal 3 0 3 
Webster 1 0 1 Circuit #40 McDonald 7 1 8 
Subtotal 1 0 1 Newton 6 2 8 

Circuit #31 Greene 38 10 48 Subtotal 13 3 16 
Circuit #32 BollingGr 0 0 0 Circuit #41 Macon 1 0 1 

Cape Girardeau 10 4 14 Shelby 0 0 0 
Subtotal 10 4 14 Subtotal 1 0 1 

Circuit #33 Mississippi 5 2 7 Circuit #42 Crawford 3 1 4 
Scott 8 3 11 Dent 1 0 1 
Subtotal 13 5 18 Iron 0 0 0 

Circuit #34 New Madrid 1 0 1 Reynolds 0 0 0 
Pemiscot 11 1 12 Wayne 0 0 0 
Subtotal 12 1 13 Subtotal 4 1 5 

Circuit #35 Dunklin 21 1 22 Circuit #43 Caldwell 0 0 0 
Stoddard 3 1 4 Clinton 3 1 4 
Subtotal 24 2 26 Daviess 1 0 1 

Circuit #36 Butler 7 1 8 De Kalb 0 0 0 
Ripley 0 1 1 Livingston 2 0 2 
Subtotal 7 2 9 Subtotal 6 1 7 

Circuit #37 Carter 0 0 0 Circuit #44 Douglas 1 0 1 
Howell 2 0 2 Ozark 1 0 1 
Oregon 0 0 0 Wright 4 1 5 
Shannon 0 0 0 Subtotal 6 1 7 
Subtotal 2 0 2 Total 777 140 917 .. -

Circuit #38 Christian 11 1 12 
Taney 4 1 5 
Subtotal 15 2 17 

1 5 



Appendix C Facility Utilization Fiscal Year 1990 

Total Youth 
Youth Exiting Number of Youth Served in 

Number Facility during in Facility on Facility during 
Facility of Beds FY91 7/01/91 FY91 
Camp Avery 30 65 27 92 
Babler Lodge 20 59 18 77 
Delmina Woods 30 46 10 56 
St. Louis Community 

Treatment Center 30 17 32 49 
NW Choices Program 10 4 -- 4 
Watkins Mill 40 52 35 87 
Grol:lP Home #1 10 22 1 1 33 
Group Home #5 10, 17 1 18 
Group Home #6 10 37 5 42 
Group Home #7 10 13 11 24 
Group Home #14 10 24 1 1 35 
Community Learning 

Center 10 12 8 20 
SE Community 

Treatment Center 20 39 14 53 
NE Community 

Treatment Center 16 22 9 31 
Green Gables 10 78 -- 78 
NW Regional Youth 

Center 30 59 31 90 
Special Treatment 

Unit 20 33 13 46 
Hogan Street 30 72 27 99 
St. Louis Regional 

Youth Center 40 76 41 117 
Sears Youth Center 74 139 62 201 
NW White House 10 5 8 13 
Total 470 891 374 1265 
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Judicial 
Circuit 

Circuit #1 
Circuit #2 
Circuit #3 
Circuit #4 
Circuit #5 
Circuit #6 
Circuit #7 
Circuit #8 
Circuit #9 
Circuit #10 

APPENDIX D 
Commitments by Judicial Circuit 

Fiscal Year 1991 

..... ""!!'!~~ ... WEBSlER WRIGHT 

~~:-_~~~Jr GRE:;I;NE. 
JASPO IJ\WRENC" €J) 

OOUGlAS HOWElL 

OZARK 
McQCNAlD 

No. of 
Commit- Circuit #11 56 Circuit #23 34 Circuit #35 
ments Circuit #12 5 Circuit #24 20 Circuit #36 

1 Circuit #13 24 Circuit #25 8 Circuit #37 
5 Circuit #14 6 Circuit #26 15 Circuit #38 
0 Circuit #15 14 Circuit #27 3 Circuit #39 
1 Circuit #16 86 Circuit #28 3 Circuit #40 
5 Circuit #17 13 Circuit #29 34 Circuit #41 
5 Circuit #18 9 Circuit #30 1 Circuit #42 
25 Circuit #19 14 Circuit #31 48 Circuit #43 
12 Circuit #20 4 Circuit #32 14 Circuit #44 

26 
9 
2 
17 
3 
16 
1 
5 
7 
7 

0 Circuit #21 118 Circuit #33 18 ----------------
4 Circuit #22 206 Circuit #34 13 Total 917 
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