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The number of prisoners under the
jurisdiction of Federal or State correctional
authorities at yearend 1992 reached a
record high of 883,593, The States and
the District of Columbia added 50,809
prisoners; the Federal system, 8,651. The
increase for 1992 brings total growth in the
prison population since 1980 to 553,772,
an increase of about 168% In the 12-year
period (table 1).

The 1992 growth rate (7.2%) as greater
than the percentage increase recorded
during 1991 (6.6%), and the number of
new prisoners added during 1992 was
8,451 more than the number added during
the preceding year (61,009). The 1992
Increase translates into a nationwide need
for approximately 1,143 prison bedspaces

Table 1. Change in the State and
Federal prison populations, 1980-92
Total
Annual  percent
Number percent  change
Year of inmates _ change _since 1980
1980 329,821 - -
1981 369,930 12.2% 12.2%
1982 413,806 11.9 25.5
1983 436,855 5.6 32,5
1984 462,002 5.8 40.1
1985 502,752 8.8 52.4
1986 545,378 8.5 65.4
1987 585,292 7.3 775
1988 631,990 8.0 91.6
1989 712,967 12.8 116.2
1990 773,124 8.4 134.4
1991 824,133 6.6 1498
1992 883,593 7.2 167.8
Note: All counts are for December 31 of each
year and may reflect revisions of previously
reported numbers,
--Not applicable.

per wsek, compared to the nearly 981
prison bedspaces per week needed in
1991.

Prisoners with sentences of more than 1
year (referred to as "sentenced prisoners")
accounted for 96% of the total prison
population at the end of 1992, growing

by 7.3% during the year (table 2). The
remaining prisoners had sentences of a
year or less or were unsentenced (for
example, those awaiting trial in States
with combined prison-jail systems).

The number of sentenced Federal pris-
oners increased at a faster rate than
sentenced prisoners in the States during
1992 (15.9% versus 6.8%). These annual
rates of increase were higher than in 1991
when the Federal system grew 12.5%, and
State systems, 6.4%.

The number of Federal prisoners with no
sentences or sentances of less than a year
decreased during 1992 (from 14,912 to
14,553), while the number of sentenced
prisoners increased by 9,010.

Prison populations in Maine, New Jersey,
North Dakota, Oregon, and Wyoming
decreased during 1992. The decrease In
these & States totaled 1,135 inmates. The
highest percentages of growth during 1992
were reported in Texas (18.4%), West
Virginia (16.2%), New Hampshire (15.9%),
Idaho /15.5%), and Wisconsin (15.4%).
Eight States reported total prisoner
population increases of 10% or more
since yearend 1991.

Texas' increase of 9,501 prisoners during
the year was the largest gain in the
number of prisoners for any single
jurisdiction, followed by California (7,688},

Prisoners in 1992

New York (3,874), and Michigan (2,596).
Texas accounted for about 16% of the
increase in prison population nationwide.

May 1993
This edition of the annual prisoner
report provides some added detail
on historical trends in the offense
composition and criminal justice
status of State prison admissions.

in 1980, about 1 of every 15 court-
committed entries to State prison
was an offender convicted of a drug
offense. In 1990 drug offenses
accounted for about 1 in 3 new
commitments to State prison. Across
the same perlod, the percentage of
prison admissions entering as viola-
tors of probation or parole conditions
also increased — from about 17%

of all admissions in 1980 to abouit
30% of 1991 State prison admissions.

Together, these data translate into a
150%-Increase In the number of State
prisoners between 1980 and 1991, a
142%-increase in the number of
court-committed admissions, and a
425%-Increase in the number of
admissions of conditional release
violators. From 1980 to 1990 the
number of drug offenders entering
State prisons Increased over 11-fold.

On behalf of BJS, | want to extend my
appreciation to those officials in State
correctional agencles who supplied
the data for this report.

Lawrence A. Greenfeld
Acting Director




Rates of incarceration increase
Table 2. Prisoners under the jurisdiction of State or Federal correctional
authorltles, by reglon and Jurisdiction, yearend 1991 and 1992 On December 31, 1992, the number of .
Total Sentsnced tomorethan 1 year sentenced prisoners per 100,000 residents

Region and Adv Final Pﬁrcent Ad Final Pﬁrcent Ir:fafcer- was 329, a new record. Twelve of the 19
egion an ance nal change, vance nal change, ation

Jurisdiction 1992 1991 1991-02 1982 1991 1901-92  rate,1992° | Jurisdictions with rates greater than the rate

for the Nation were located In the South,
U.S. total 883,593 824,133 7.2% 846,695 789,349 7.3% 329 4 were In the Westl 2 were in the M‘dwest,
Federal 80,250 71,608  12.1 65706 56,696 159 26 and 1 was in the Northeast.
State 803,334 752,525 6.8 780,989 732,653 6.8 303

Northeast 188156 131,886  4.8% 133,372 127,450  47% 259 Since 1980 the number of sentenced
Connectiout 11,403 10977 39 8,794 8,685 2.4 269 inmates per 100,000 residents has risen
maine et 1 3) .g;g ; %g -g.; ;.ggg ; .gg? -g-g 1; g nearly 137%, from 139 to 329. During this

assachusetts A . + o ) " .
NewHampshke 1777 1533  15.9 1777 1538 159 150 period, per capita Incarceration rates grew
New Jersey 22,653 23483  -35 22,653 23,483 -3.5 289 most rapidly in the Northeast, Increasing
New York 61,736 57,862 6.7 61,736 57,862 6.7 340 b 0 to 2 dt st
Pennsylvania 24,974 23,388 6.8 24,966 23,386 6.8 204 y :)98 /g ct(g OT 87 1 055tg) éag .rl].: West,
Rhode Island 2,775 277 A 1,709 1749 -2.3 168 up by 184% (from 0 298). The per
Vermont 1,267 1,118 133 867 733 183 144 capita number of sentenced prisoners in
0,

Midwest 166,330 155917  6.7% 166,042 155578  6.7% 271 the Midwest climbed 149/?, (from 109 to
llinols 31,640 29115 8.7 31,640 29,115 8.7 267 271), and the rate rose 89% In the South
Indiana 13,166 13,008 1.2 13,012 12,865 1.1 227 (from 188 to 355). The number of
:fg:‘é‘sas g:g;g g:égg g:? g:g;g g:;gg g:? ;_gz sentenced Federal prisoners per 100,000
Michigan 39,019 36428 - 7.1 39,019 86423 7.4 414 U.S. residents Increased 189% (from 9 to
Minnesota 3,822 3,472 1041 3,822 3,472 0.1 84 26) over the same perlod.

Missouri 16,198 15,897 1.9 16,198 15,897 1.9 309 ) ' me per
Nebraska 2,565 2,495 2.8 2,492 2,375 4.9 152
North Dakota 464 492 -5.7 415 441 -5.9 65
Ohio 38,378 35,744 7.4 38,378 35,744 7.4 346
South Dakota 1,487 1,374 8.2 1,487 1,374 8.2 206
Wiscansin 9,054 7,848 164 9,033 7,819 16,5 180

South 324,454 301,866 7.5% 315,280 292,542 7.8% 355
Alabama 17,453 16,760 4.1 16,938 16,400 3.3 404 ‘
Arkansas 8,433 7,766 8.6 8,129 7,722 5.3 332
Delaware 3,977 3,717 7.0 2,665 2,430 9.7 371
District of Col, 10,875 10,455 4.0 7,528 7,106 5.9 1,312
Florida 48,302 46,533 3.8 48,302 46,533 3.8 348
Georgla 25,280 23,644 7.0 24,848 22,910 8.5 366
Kentucky 10,364 9,799 5.8 10,364 9,799 5.8 277
Louisiana 20,810 20,003 4.0 20,603 20,003 3.0 478
Maryland 18,977 18,291 3.6 18,808 17,824 5.5 380
Mississippi 9,083 8,904 2.0 8,877 8,682 2.3 337
North Carolina 20,455 18,903 8.2 20,024 18,272 9.6 291
Oklahoma 14,821 13,340 111 14,821 13,340 1.1 463
SouthCarolina 18,643 18,269 2.0 17,612 17,208 24 477
Tennessee 11,849 11,474 3.3 11,849 11,474 3.3 232
Texas 61,178 51,677 184 61,178 51,677 18.4 348
Virginia 21,199 19,829 8.9 20,989 19,660 6.8 327
West Virginla 1,745 1,502 16.2 1,745 1,502 16.2 97

West 174,385 162,876 71% 166,205 157,088 5.9% 208
Alaska 2,865 2,706 5.9 1,944 1,840 5.7 363
Arizona 16,477 15,415 6.9 15,850 14,843 6.8 415
California 109,496 101,808 7.6 105,467 98,515 7.4 332
Colorado 8,997 8,392 7.2 8,997 8,392 7.2 266
Hawail 2,926 2,700 8.4 1,922 1,766 8.8 164
ldaho 2,475 2,143 155 2,475 2,143 15.5 234
Montana 1,553 1,478 5.1 1,553 1,478 5.1 192
Nevada 6,049 5,503 8.9 6,049 5,503 9.9 461
New Mexico 3,271 3,119 4.9 3,154 3,016 4.6 197
Oregonb 6,596 6,732 -2.0 5,216 6,732 - 173
Utah 2,699 2,625 2.8 2,687 2,605 3.2 152
Washington 9,959 9,156 8.8 9,959 9,156 8.8 193
Wyoming 1,022 1,099 -7.0 1,022 1,099 7.0 223

Note: The advance count of prisoners is conducted "The number of prisoners with sentences of more

immediately after the calendar year ends. Prisoner than 1 year per 100,000 resident population.

counts for 1991 may differ from those reported in ®asfore 1992, becauss of thelr sentencing

previous publications. Counts for 1992 are subjectto  guidelines, Oregon reported all prisoners as having a

revision as updated figures become available. sentence of more than 1 year. Comparing the num-

Explanatory notes for each [urisdiction are reported ber of prisoners sentenced to more than 1 year'in

in the appendix. 1992 with the counts {rom previous years would be

--Not applicable. Inappropriate.
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Prison populations in Southern States  sentenced prisoners grew by 6.7% in the higher than that of 1991. Among these

grow the fastest Midwest, 5.9% In the West, and 4.6% Jurisdictions, elght had Increases of at least
in the Northeast. The sentenced Federal 10%, led by Texas (18.4%), Vermont

Reglonaily, during 1892 the percentage prison population grew by 15.9%. In 22 (18.3%), West Virginla (16.2%), New

Increase in the number of sentenced States and the District of Columbia the Hampshire {15.9%), Wisconsin (15.5%),
prisoners was highest in the South, witha  percentage change in the number and Idaho (15.5%).
gain of 7.8% (table 8). The number of of sentenced prisoners during 1892 was
Table 3. Annual change in the number of sentenced prisoners under the jurisdiction of State or Federal correctional
authorities, by region and jurlsdiction, yearend 1986 through 1992
Regionand Annual change Annualpercentchange
jurisdiction _ 1986-87 87-88 68-89 _ 88-90 _  90-91 91-92 1987 1988 _1gBg 1990 1991 1892
U.S.total 38,593 44,791 75,554 57,825 50,119 57,346 7.4% 8.0% 12.5% 8.8% 6.8% 7.3%
Federal 2,992 2,584 5,061 3,235 6,293 9,010 8.2 6.5 12,0 8.9 12,5 159
State 35,601 42,207 70,493 54,590 43,826 48,336 7.4 8.1 12.5 8.7 6.4 6.6
Northeast 8,441 7,243 14,8564 9,664 8,871 5922 10.7% 8.3% 15.7% 8.8% 7.5% 4.6%
Connecticut 31 ] 1,586 1,462 814 209 7.2 1.9 33,6 238.2 10.5 24
Malne (4) (18) 212 48 120 (70) -3 -1.5 17.4 34 8,1 -4.5
Massachusetts 576 483 813 631 1,009 821 10,7 8.1 12.8 8.7 13.9 9.6
New Hampshire . 85 152 147 176 191 244 10.9 175 14,4 16.1 14.2 15.9
New Jersey" 3,949 967 2,503 1,689 2,355 (830) 329 6.1 14.8 8.7 111 -3.5
New York 2,393 3,700 6,685 3,663 2,967 3,874 6.2 9.1 15.0 7.1 5.4 6.7
Pennsylvanie 1,081 1,637 2,575 1,823 1,106 1,680 74 10.1 14.4 8.8 50 6.8
RhodeIsland (16) 188 290 117 163 (40) -1.6 18.0 24,6 8.0 10.3 -2.3
Vermont 66 48 73 55 57 134 15,0 9.5 13.2 8.8 8.4 18.3
Midwest 8,141 9,507 15,795 9,434 9,660 10,469 7.9% 8.6% 13.1% 6.9% 6.6% 8.7%
lllinois 394 1,231 3,631 2,804 1,599 2,525 20 6.2 17.2 11.3 5.8 8.7
Indiana 871 637 949 395 261 147 6.7 6.0 8.4 32 2,1 1.1
lowa 74 183 550 383 178 373 2.7 6.4 18.1 10.7 4.5 9.0
Kansas 436 154 (319) 161 126 126 8.2 27 -5.4 29 2.2 2.4
Michigan 3,137 3,733 4,027 2,628 2,156 2,596 16.1 186 14.6 8.3 6.3 7.1
Minnesota 84 253 304 73 296 350 3.4 9.9 10.9 24 9.3 10.1
. Missouri 1,048 819 1,745 1,022 468 301 10.2 7.2 14.3 73 a1 1.9
Nebraska g 145 170 8 103 117 5 74 8.1 04 4,5 4.9
North Dakota 19 34 (10) 31 6 (26) 53 8.9 -24 77 14 -5.9
Ohio 1,777 2,222 4,076 1,284 3,928 2,634 7.9 9.2 15.4 42 12.3 7.4
South Dakola 83 (117) 236 85 a3 113 7.9 -10.3 23.2 6.8 2.5 8.2
Wisconsin 409 213 436 560 506 1,214 7.2 3,5 6.9 8.3 6.9 16,5
South 8,823 13,143 23,669 22,448 16,590 22,738 4.3% 6.1% 10.3% 8.9% 60% 78%
Alabama 1,098 (245) 1,218 1,790 1,035 538 9.5 -1.9 9.8 13.2 6.7 3.3
Arkansas 740 520 345 172 949 407 15.7 9.6 58 28 14.1 5.3
Delawars 203 42 83 (43) 165 235 10.4 1.9 3.8 -19 7.4 9.7
Districtof Col. 827 700 421 148 95 422 17.3 125 8.7 22 1.4 5.9
Florida 132 2,321 5,285 4,414 2,151 1,769 4 7.2 18.2 11.0 4.8 3.8
Georgia 1,874 294 1,601 1,986 1,254 1,938 11.8 1.7 8.9 10.1 5.8 8.5
Kentucky 1,149 717 1,135 734 776 565 217 1.1 158 8.9 8.6 5.8
Louisiana 1,075 867 1,015 1,342 1,708 500 75 5.6 6.2 78 9.2 3.0
Maryland 353 660 1,806 1,356 1,080 984 2.8 5.1 13.3 8.8 6.5 5.5
Misslssippi 158 532 449 384 764 185 24 7.9 6.2 5.0 9.5 23
North Carolina (255) 133 377 1,136 524 1,752 -1.6 8 2.3 6.8 2.9 9.6
Oklahoma (69) 809 1,160 677 1,091 1,481 -7 8.4 111 5.8 8.8 LN
South Carolina 840 1,040 1,908 1,400 965 404 76 8.8 14.8 9.5 6.0 2.4
Tennessee 48 2,136 855 (242) 1,114 375 B 28.0 8.7 -2.3 107 3.3
Texas 287 1,616 3,585 6,020 1,635 9,501 J 4.2 8.9 13.7 3.3 18.4
Virginia 386 997 2,345 1,145 1,337 1,329 31 7.7 16.8 70 7.7 6.8
West Virginla (23) 4 83 29 (63) 243 -1.6 3 5.7 1.9 -4.0 16.2
West 10,196 12,314 16,145 13,044 8,705 9,207 10.5% 11.5% 13.5% 9.6% 5.8% 5.9%
Alaska 101 95 46 (57) (10) 104 6.1 54 2.5 -30 -5 5.7
Arizona 1,520 1,020 1,148 1,065 1,062 1,007 16.8 9.7 9.9 8.3 7.7 6.8
California 7,087 8,968 10,558 9,784 4,393 6,952 12.3 138 14.3 11.6 47 74
Colorado® 869 1,070 1,232 353 676 605 20,9 21.3 20.2 4.8 8.8 7.2
Hawall 1 (22) 242 (49) 271 156 7 -14 16.0 -2.8 15.9 8.8
Idaho (13 149 266 m 250 332 -9 104 16.8 6.0 12.7 158.5
Montana 96 64 87 97 53 75 8.6 53 4.5 73 3.7 5.1
Nevada (117) 447 231 210 557 546 -2.6 10.1 4.7 4.1 10.5 8.9
New Mexico 280 137 36 (53) (51) 138 124 5.3 1.3 -1.7 -1.7 4.6
Oregon® 687 534 753 336 268 - 14.4 9.8 12,6 5.5 4.1 -
Utah 92 107 424 106 131 82 53 5.8 21.8 4.5 5.3 3.2
‘ Washington (472) (315) 1,112 1,067 1,161 803 <71 -5.1 18.1 15.4 14.5 8.8
Wyorning 55 60 40 84 (56) 7 6.4 6.6 4. 82 -5.0 7.0
Note: Sentenced prisoners are those with sentences ®In 1987 New Jersey began to includs in its “Before 1992, bacause of sentencing guidelines,
of more than 1 year. jurisdiction count the number of State-sentenced Oregon reported all prisoners as having a sentence
( Yindicates a decline in the number of sentenced prisonars heid in local jalls because of prison of more than 1 year. Comparing the sentenced pris-
prisoners. crowding. oner count for 1992 with the counts from previcus
~Not applicable, ®Colorado revised Its numbers from 1985 to 1990, years would be inappropriate.
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Since Dacember 31, 1986, net gains in growth In the number of sentenced State accounting for over 26% (table 4). Louisi-

the number of sentenced prisoners have and Federal prisoners was equal to a ana had the highest incarceration rate
averaged about 1,039 prisoners per week  demand for 1,103 additional bedspaces with 478 prisoners per 100,000 residents. .
— a weekly galn of about 946 State per week, about 139 more than the
prisoners and 94 Federal prisoners per average weekly growth In 1991, Male prisoner population grows
week over the perlod. The largest net at a faster pace
gaina have occtirred In the South (344 In 1992 the 10 States with the largest
Inmates per week) followed by the West prison populations accounted for 52% of The number of male inmates (833,184)
(2283), the Midwest (202), and the North- the total prison population nationwide —- Increased at a faster rate during 1992
east (176). During 1992, the average California, New York, and Texas (7.3%) than the number of female inmates
Table 4, The prison situation among the States, yearend 1992
10 States with 10 States with Prisoners
the largest the highest per 10 States with the largest percent Increasss in prison population
1992 prison Number incarceration 100,000 Parcent Pearcent
populations of inmates rates, 1992* residents 1991-92 increase 1987-92 Increase
California 109,496 Louislana 478 Texas 18.4% New Hampshire 105.0%
New York 61,738 South Carolina 477 West Virginia 16.2 Rhodelsland 94.3
Texas 61,178 Oklahoma 463 New Hampshire 159 Colorado 87.1
Florida 48,302 Nevada 461 Idaho 155 Idaho 72,5
Michigan 39,019 Arizona 415 Wisconsin 154 Vermont 689
Ohio 38,378 Michigan 414 Vermont 13.3 Californla 63.5
Ilinols 31,840 Alabama 404 Oklahoma 114 Michigan 83.4
Georgla 25,290 Maryland 380 Minnesota 10.1 Washington 624
Pennsyivania 24,974 Delaware 371 Nevada 9.9 Kentucky 61.0
New Jersey 22,653 Georgla 388 Massachusetts 8.8 Massachusstts 60.5
Note: The District of Columbla as a wholly urban jurisdictionis excluded.
*Prisoners with sentences of more than 1 year.
Table 5. Prisoners under the Table 6. Women under tha jurisdiction of State or Federal correctional authorlties,
Jurlsdictlon of State or Federal yearend 1992
correctional authorities, by sex Number Percent Percent change
of Inmate, yearend 1991 and 1992 . of female ofall infemale inmate
Jurisdiction Inmates Inmates population, 1991-92
W
Men emean U.S. tota 50,409 57% 59%
Total Federal 6,399 80 132
Advance 1992 833,184 50,408 Stales 44,010 55 5.0
Final 1991 776,550 47,583
Percentchangse, States with at least .
1991-1992 7.3% 59% 500 female iInmates:
senencdtomor cater ve @ Ip
than 1 year g y *
Advance 1992 801,227 46,468 Florida 2599 54 -8
Final 1991 745,522 43,827 Ohio 2' 410 6'3 5'5
Percentchange, . ' . .
1991-19%2 7.3% 6.0% Michigan 1,859 48 7.2
Incarceration rata, 1992* 636 35 g‘gg:z, a } 'zgg gg 13g
| Oklahoma 1,400 8.5 13.3
*The number of prisoners with sentences of more Virginla 1,163 55 11.8
than 1 year per 100,000 residents on December !
31, 1992, South Carolina 1,127 6.1 7.8
Pennsylvania 1,106 44 1.8
Alabama 1,101 6.3 4.4
New Jersay 1,088 48 -11
Louislana 1,020 49 12.0
Arizona 1,001 6.1 6.6
Maryland 954 4.8 2.5
North Carolina 951 47 -6.9
Missouri 858 53 : 4.5
Indiana 720 55 2.0
District of Col, 720 6.6 -4.5
Connecticut 710 6.2 7.6
Washington 618 62 14.7
Massachusetts 567 586 -10.0 .
Mississippt 562 6.2 10.6
Kentucky 545 - 53 6.2
Colorado 527 5.9 16.3




(50,408, 5.9%; (table 5). The rate of Prison capacity estimates capacities. These measures were defined

incarceration for sentenced males (636 per are difficult to compare as follows:
100,000 males In the resident population)
was over 18 times higher than for sen- The extent of crowding In the Nation's Rated capacity is the number of beds or
tenced females (35 per 100,000 females prisons is difficult to determine precisely inmates assigned by a rating officlal to
in the resident population). At the end because of the absence of uniform institutions within the Jurisdiction.
of 1992, women accounted for 5.7% measures for defining capacity. A wide
of all prisoners nationwide (table 6). varlety of capacity measures Is in use Operatfonal capacity Is the number of
among the 52 reporting jurisdictions Inmates that can be accommodated based
Overall, the 1992 growth rate (5.9%) for because capacity may reflect both on a facility's staff, existing programs, and
female Inmates was lass than the 1991 avallable space to house inmates and the  services,
growth rate (8.4%). The growth rate ability to staif and operate an institution.
declined in the Northeast, from 14.6% in To astimate the capacity of the Nation's Deslgn capacity is the number of inmates
1991 to 1.7% in 1992, and in the South, prisons, jurlsdictions were asked to supply  that planners or architects intended for the
from 10.0% to 3.6%. These declines up to three measures for yearend 1982 facllity.
in 1992 offset the higher growth rates -— rated, operational, and deslign
in the Midwest and West.
Table 7. State prisoners held in local jalls because of prison crowding,
Percent increasein by State, yearend 1991 and 1992
female inmate population
1891-92 1990-91 Prisoners held inlocaljails
States housing As apercent
U.S. total 5.8% 8.4% prisonersin Number ofallprisoners
local Jails 1992 1981 1902 1991
Federal 13.2% 12.8%
State 5.0% 7.8% U.S. total 18,191 18,304 21%  22%
Northeast 1.7 148 Alabama 966 1,310 55 78
Midwest 82 7.6 Arizona* 95 48 K:] 3
South 36 100 érlians:: 496 87 598 141
olora 537 81 6,0 1.0
West 70 4 Districtol Columbla 310 2.8
Idaho* 192 103 7.8 48
In 1992, 26 States, the District of Indiana* 779 711 58 52
Columbla, and the Federal system had Kentucky 574 886 55% . 88%
more than 500 female inmates. Among Louisiana 4,621 5,028 222 25.1
these jurisdictions, 8 had increases of at maine huset o 83§ 5 s':13
assachusetts” A k
least 10%, led by Colorado's increase of Misslssippl 058 847 10,6 95
16.3% (from 453 in 1991 to 527 in 1992). New Jersey 2,086 3,523 132 15,0
The Federa! prison system's increase Oklghoma 471 434 34 32
during 1992, 745. inmates, accounted for South Carolina 420 418 28%  2.3%
26.4% of the nationwide increase of 2,826. Tennessee 1,120 2,018 9.5 176
Utah 108 o6 4.0 3.7
v i 8 23 14 2.1
Local jalls heid more than 15,000 Vﬁrg';:‘?: 1'9153 1,510 9.4 7.6
because of State prison crowding Wast Virginia® 381 287 17.9 16.0
Wisconsin 219 78 24 1.0
At the end of 1992, 21 jurisdictions Note: Some States did not report a significant number of State inmates
reported a total of 18,191 State prisoners held Icr'1 local jallls becaltése oL crowcliedtStata facilittes, The extent
of underreporting could not be astimated.
held in local jalls or other facilities because *For Stateg not Including Jail backups in thelr jurisdiction counts,
of crowding in State facllities (table 7). the percentage of ]ur!scli!ctlon poptlllatlon wals. calculated using the
— i total number of States Inmates In jall and prison. Idaho excluded
F°”f States — Louislana, New Jersey, the Jail backups from their population count in 1591 but not in 1992,
Virginia, and Tennessee —- accounted for ... Data not avallable.
almost 60% of the prisoners sentenced to

prison but Incarcerated locaily. Four
States — Louisiana, West Virginia, New
Jersey, and Mississippi — held more than
10% of their prison-population locally.
Overall, 2.1% of the State prison
population was confined in local Jails on
December 31, 1992, because of prison
crowding.



Of the 52 reporting jurisdictions, 38 on the highest and lowest capacity figures  Most Jurisdictions are operating

supplled rated capacitles, 42 provided provided. (Twenty-four jurisdictions report- above capacity
operational capacitles, and 35 submitted ed 1 capacity measure or gave the same
design capacilties (table 8). As a result, figure for each capacity measure they Prisons generally require reserve capacity
estimates of total capaclty and measures  reported.) to operate efficlently. Prison dormitories
of the relationship to population are based and cells need to be maintained and
repalred periodically, speclal housing is
Table 8. Reported Federal and State prison capacitles, yearend 1992 needed for protective custody and disci-
. plinary cases, and space may be needed
;gg”'ifr'ggm o to cope with emergencies. At the end
o088 peroentol ,
Reglonand Rated Operational  Design Fighest  Lowest of 1992, 11 States reported they were
lurlsdiction _.capaclty  capaclty .Capaclty _ capacity _ capacity operating at 95% or below their highest
Federal® 52,757 137% 137% capacity. Forty-three jurisdictions and the
Federal prison system reported operating
Northeast " t 100% or more of their lowest capacity.
Connecticut 10,083 11,102 o 103% 113% a % or mor w pactty
Maine 1,353 1,353 1,353 112 12
Massachuseits 6,999 144 144 At the end of 1992, the Federal system
Mo ompstira 1358 1e7e e e 158 was estimated to be operating at 37% over
New York 60,054 57,005 49,543 103 125 capacity. State prisons were estimated to
gﬁnzs%lvlanl: 2268 aohs 12.;;2 132 1;2 be operating at 118% of their highest
ode Islan , \ . )
Vermont 847 852 847 147 193 capac!tles and 131% of thelr lowest
capacities (table 9).
Midwest
incls 24,562 24,562 20,818 129% 152%
Indlana 11,983 13,817 85 110 Tahle 9. Population as a percent
lowa 3,265 8,265 3,265 138 138 of reported capasity for State prisons,
Kansas 8,621 vee 91 91 1987-92
Michigan. 27,086 144 144 !
Minnesota 3,676 3,678 3,678 104 104
Missouri 15,830 16,187 100 104 State
Nebraska 1,708 150 150 prisons S
North Dakota o 578 576 81 81
Ohio 21,738 177 177 Highest capacity 667,300
South Dakota 1,189 1,180 1,189 125 132
Wisconsin 6,342 6,342 8,342 139 139 .| Lowestcapacity 601,352
South ‘ NetchangeIn
Alabama 14,788 14,788 14,788 1% 1% capaclty, 1991-92
Arkansas 7,614 104 104 Highest 0
Delaware 4,009 3,987 2,028 99 136 Highes e
District of Col. 11,087 11,087 8,746 95 121 '
Florida 49,939 55,100 37,887 88 127 !
Georgla T 25252 T 00 100 ot oupaclty?
Kentucky 9,119 8,923 o 107 110
Loulsiana 17,131 17,131 17,131 95 95 Highest
Maryland 19,804 12,856 101 155 1987 105%
Mississippl 8,557 9,083 9,007 89 95 1988 107
North Carolina 17,913 20,900 ‘e 98 114 1989 107
Uklahoma 9,130 12,451 119 162 1990 115
South Carofina 16,216 16,218 12,527 112 145 1991 116
Tennesses 11,119 10,837 11,463 94 99 1892 118
Texas 57,455 54,459 - 108 112
Virginia 13,852 13,852 13,852 139 139 Lowast
West Virginia 1,680 1,745 1,730 100 104 1987 120%
1988 123
West 1989 127
Alaska 2,472 Ve o 116% 116% 1990 127
Arizona 15,520 106 106 1991 131
Californla cen 57,367 191 191 1992 131
Colorado vee 7,496 6,136 113 138
Hawall “re 2,382 1,566 123 187 Note: States wera asked to report their rated,
Idaho 2,015 2,158 ves 106 i13 operational, and design capacities, Tabulations
Montana 1,160 1,465 1,160 106 134 reflect the highest and lowes! of the 3 capacities
Nevada 5,743 5,743 4,770 105 127 reported for 1987 to 1992,
New Mexico 3,427 3,290 3,443 95 99 *Excludes Inmates who had been sentenced to
Oregon e 8,557 e 101 101 State prison but were held in local jails because
Utah 3,184 2,897 ros 81 89 of crowding and who were included in the total
Washington 6,190 7,779 7,778 128 161 prisoner count.
Wyoming 977 977 977 105 105
.» Data not available, °
*Excludes inmates who had been sentenced to State prison but were held In local Jails
because of crowding and who were included In the total prisoner count,
®Excludes prisoners housed In-contract or other non-Federal facilities.




Rise In prison population linked
to changes In prison admissions

Underlying the dramatic growth in the State
prison population during the 1980's were
changes In the composition of prisen
admissions. Since 1977 the relative sizes
of the two principal sources of admissions
to prison, court commitments and returned
conditional release violators, have
changed. Court commitments account

for a decreasing share of all prison admis-
slons: 68.0% in 1991, down from 84.3%
in 1977 (table 10). As a percentage of all
admisslons, those returning to prison after
a conditional release more than doubled,
from 14.5% to 30.5%. These conditional
release violators had originally left prison
as parolees, mandatory releases, and
other types of releases involving commun-
ity supervisior.

The absolute number of conditional release
violators returned to prison grew 7-fold,
from 19,617 in 1977 to 142,100 in 1991,
while the number of new court commit-
ments nearly tripled, from 114,230 to
317,287, Overall, the Increase in the
number of conditional release violators
accounted for more than a third of the
growth in the total admissions to State
prisons.

An increasing percentage of court
commitments sentenced for drug
offenses

In 1990, the latest year for which data
are avallable, the number of new court
commitments for drug offenses reached
a record high, an estimated 103,800
(figure 1). For the first time, the number
of persons admitted for drug offenses
was greater than the number admitted
for property offenses (102,400), violent
offenses (87,200), or public-order offenses
(26,200). An estimated 32.1% of all new
court commitments in 1990 were drug
offenders, up from 11.5% in 1977 (figure
2). In 1990 an estimated 31.7% were
property offenders; 27.0%, violent
offenders; and 8.1%, public-order offend-
ers. The increase in drug offenders
admitted to prison accounted for more
than 40% of the total growth in new court
commitments since 1977,

Table 10. Admissions to State prisons, by type of admisslon, 1977-91

Percentof all admisslons
All New court Probation/

Year admissions® __commitments _parole violators __ Other®
1977 185,526 84,3% 14.6% 1.2%
1978 137,316 82.2 16.3 1.5
1979 147,150 80.5 16.5 3.1
1980 159,288 824 17.0 6
1981 187,118 79.7 18.2 241
1982 203,269 81.0 18.0 1.0
1983 221,180 78.3 19.4 2.2
1984 218,280 76.5 22,7 8
1985 240,598 76.1 234 5
1986 273,402 74.4 25,2 5
1987 307,519 73.4 26,2 2
1988 347,028 707 284 9
1989 423,897 70.3 284 1.3
1990 460,739 7041 201 8
1991 466,285 68.0 30,5 1.5

Note! Detall may not add to 100% because of rounding.
:Exc:udes escapees and AWOLS returned and transfers from other Jurisdictions,
Includes returns from appeal or bond and other admisslons.
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The riumber of arrests and the
probabllity of incarceration Increased,
1977 to 1990

Growth In the number of persons artested
for drug law violations and an Increass In
the rate of incarceratlon for drug offenses
dccount for the change In the prison
offense distribution. Between 1977 and
1990, the gstimated number of adult
arrests for drug law violations increased
by 104.4%, from 493,300 to 1,008,300
{table 11), Compounding the impact of
more drug arrests, the rate of drug offend-
ers sent to State prison rose from 27 per
1,000 adult arrests for drug violations in
1977 to 103 admisslons per 1,000 In 1890,

Growth In the prison population was not
solsly the result of more commitments of
drug offenders. Between 1977 and 1990
the number of persons admitted to prison
for selected serlous offenses, such as
murder, nonnegligent mansiaughter, sex-
uval assault, robbery, aggravated assault,
and burglary, also rose by more than
50,000.

Teble 11. Estimated number of aduilt arcssts for selected serlous offenses
and drug offenises, 1977-90

Number of adult arrests
for selected serious offenses Number of adult
Aggravated arrests for

Year All Murder* Rape Robbery _assault Burglary drug offenses
1977 §92,400 17,8600 24,300 03,000 209,300 248,200 463,300
1978 616,600 18,000 24,800 98,300 227,800 247,600 480,000
1878 632,400 17,800 26,500 96,400 233,100 258,600 435,800
1980 666,500 18,200 28,700 102,200 236,600 262,800 471,200
1981 697,800 19,600 27,000 - 109,600 243,700 287,700 468,100
1982 754,700 19,900 28,700 118,000 271,800 318,300 584,900
1983 708,600 18,800 26,100 107,800 280,300 203,600 583,500
1964 879,100 16,500 31,000 103,200 260,400 268,000 623,700
1985 669,300 18,800 31,900 102,600 283,300 274,700 718,600
1986 757,500 17,500 31,400 113,000 306,800 288,600 742,700
1987 749,600 17,400 30,800 107,200 307,300 287,100 849,600
1888 840,600 19,660 33,000 116,500 363,800 308,000 1,050,500
1989 827,400 19,600 33,100 127,100 398,200 319,400 1,247,700
1990 881,300 19,800 33,300 127,300 410,800 290,100 1,008,300

*Includes nonnegligent manslaughter, Source: FBI, Crime In the United Stales, 1978-91.

Table 12. Courtcommitmants to State prisons, relative to adult arrests
for selected offenses, 1977-90

Number of court commitments for
Selected serious oflenses

per 1,000 arrests for same offenses Drug oilenses

b Aggravated per 1,000 arrests
Year A Murder”  Robbary asgault Burglary for drug offenses
1977 121 403 263 32 115 27
1978 12 411 216 37 108 22
1979 117 478 235 39 105 22
1880 128 821 245 45 107 19
1881 133 386 257 42 138 25
1982 134 573 233 44 135 22
1963 144 468 237 47 154 27
1084 134 384 257 44 138 30
1985 141 488 238 47 141 34
1986 138 497 225 44 143 45
1987 143 517 238 48 145 54
1988 13¢ 441 225 45 139 59
1989 134 454 234 48 148 73
1990 143 460 233 58 180 108

Note: The ratio Is the estimated number of new court
commiiments to Stete prison per 1,000 estimated
adult arrests for each offense category, The number
of arrests was estimated from Crime In the United
Stalas, (FBI, 1978-91),

:Includes rape and sexual assault,
includes nonnegligent manslaughter.

Regardless of the type of offense, the
number of adults arrested and the ratio

of prison admisslons to arrests increased
betwaen 1977 and 1990. The total number
of arrests for serlous crimes rgse by
48.8%, from 592,400 to 881,300, while the
ratlo of prison admissions to adult arrests
for these crimes Increased from 121
commitments per 1,000 arrests to 143
{table 12). Although the prisor commit-
ment ratlo was higher in 1990 than In 1977,
it changed from year-to-year: increasing
from 1978 to 1984, fluctuating between
1985 and 1988, and then increasing

after 1988,

Althcugh the number of persons admitted
to prison grew for each of the five selected
serlous offenses, Increases In the number
arrested for aggravated assault and in the
probabllity of incarceration for burglary
accounted for much of the total growth.

Growth In the number of arrests for
aggravated assault accounted for mors
than two-thirds of the total increase In
arrests for serlous crimes, In 1880 an
estimated 410,800 adults were arrested
for aggravated assault, up from 208,300
in 1977. When combined with an increase
in the probability of going to prison from 32
per 1,000 arrests to 56 per 1,000, aggra-
vated assault accounted for nearly a third
of the total increase In prison admissions
for serious offenses.

An increase In the prison admissions to
arrest ratio for burglary accounted for an
additional 24% of the total increass in
prison admisslons for serious offenses.
While the annual number of adults arrested
for burglary grew by 42,000 between 1977
and 1990, the number of admissions to
prison per 1,000 arrests increased from
116 to 160, Atleast 13,000 more admis-
slons to prison for burglary ocourred in
1990 than in 1977 because of the higher
rate of Imprisonment,
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Methodological note

This Bulletin is based upon an advance
count of prisoners conducted for the
National Prisoner Statistics (NPS) program
immediately after the end of each calendar
year. A detalled, final count containing any
revislons to the jurisdictions' advance
count will be published later.

Explanatory notes

Alabama. Cdpacity in community
programs Is not included in the reported
capaclty figures.

Alaska, Prisons and jails form one
integrated system. All NPS data include,
therefore, both Jall and prison populations.

Arizona, Population counts are based
on custody data. Population counts
exciude 95 males housed in local jails
because of crowding.

California. Population counts are based
on custody data.

Colorado, Population counts for "Inmates
with over 1 year maximum sentence"
include an undetermined number of
“Inmates with a sentence of 1 year or
less.”

Connecticut. Prisens and jalls form one
integrated system. All NPS data includs,
therefors, both Jail and prison populations,

Delaware. Population counts are based
on custody data. Prisons and Jails form
one Integrated system. All NPS data
include, therefore, both jall and prison
populations.

District of Columbla. Prisons and Jalls
form one Integrated system. All NPS data
include, therefore, beth jall and prison
populations.

Federal Bureau of Prisons, The rated
capacity of Federal facllities on December
31, 1952, 52,757 Inmates, did not include
8,188 contract beds.

Florlda, Pcpulstion counts ara based

" on custody data, Population counts for
"Inmates with over 1 year maximum
sentence" include an undetermined
number of "Inmates with a sentence
of 1 year or less."

QGeorgla. Population counts are based
on custody data. Population counts
exclude an undetermined number of
Inmates housed In local jalls solely to ease
crowding; these Inmates awalted pick-up.

Hawall. Prisons and Jalls form one
integrated system. All NPS data include,
therefore, both Jail and prison populations.
Capacitles of female facllities are included
In those reported for male facilities.

idaho. Population counts are from
December 30, 1992,

lilinois. Population counts are based
on custody data, Population counits for
"Inmates with over 1 year maximum
sentence" include an undetermined
number of "Inmates with sentence of 1
year or less."

Indiana, Population counts are based
on custody data and exclude 761 male
and 18 female ihmates housed in local
jails because of crowding.

lowa. Population counts are based
on custody data.

Maryland. While population totals are
actual manual counts, breakdowns for
sentence Jength are estimates based on
the actual sentence length data from
Maryland's automated system,

Massachusetts. Population counts are
based on custody data as of January 1,
1993, Population counts exclude 957 male
Inmates housed in local jails because

of crowding. Populatlon totals are actual
counts; howaver, the totals by sex are
astimates bellsved to ba within 0.1%

of the actual counts,

Michigan. Population counts are based
on custody data. Capaclity figures exclude
the capacities of the Community Residen-
tlal Program. Population totals are sstl-
mates belleved to be accurate within 5%
of the actual numbers.

New Jersey. Each capacity figure
Includes 788 beds in county facliitles.

North Carolina, While population totals
are actual counts, the breakdowns for
sentence length are estimates belleved

to be accurate to within 1% of the actual
counts, Population counts exclude
Inmates housed In county Jails for which
the State government had parole authority.
These inmates are not under the juris-
diction of the North Carolina Division of
Prisons.

Ohlo. Population counts for "Inmates
with over 1 year maximum sentence" in-
clude an undetermined number of "inmates
with a sentence of 1 year or less."

Oklahoma. Population counts for
"Inmates with over 1 year maximum
gentence" include an undetermined
number of "inmates with a sentance of 1
year or less." Population counts exclude
442 male and 29 female Inmates housed
in local jalls becauss of crowding.

Rhode Island, Prisons and jalls form cne
integrated system. All NPS data include,
therefore, both {ail and prison populations.
Populations of Inmates given partlally
suspended sentences (part served in
prison and part on probation) are included
with the "inmates with over 1 year maxi-
mum sentence" only If the prison portion
of the sentence exceeds 1 year. As a
result, the "Inmates with over 1 year
maximum sentence" populations are
understated and the "Inmates with a
sentence of 1 year or less" are overstated.

Tennessee. Population counts for
"Inmates with qover 1 year maximum
sentence" Inciude an undetermined
number of "Inmates with a sentence

of 1 year or less." Population counts
Include 1,064 male and 56 female Inmates
housed in local fails because of crowding
and exclude 2,680 felons sentenced to
serve their time in local jalls. The State
pays to house these 2,680 felons, but the
local court maintains jurisdiction.

Texas. Population counts are based
on custody data.



Vermont. Prisons and jails form an
almost complstely Integrated system.
Howaever, some county and municipal
authoritles do operate "locat lockups.”
NPS data Include both jail and prison
populations. The capacity figures exclude
18 male inmates housed in "local lockups."

Washington, Capacity figures exclude
State work release facilities which housed
785 male and 169 female Inmates on
December 31, 1992. State pre-release
and work release facllities have beds
reserved for 336 male State inmates and
90 female State inmates. The remaining
capaclty of these facliities Is for parolees,
probatloners, and offenders serving partial
confinement sentences.

West Virginla. Population counts
exclude 362 male and 19 female inmates
housed in local jalls because of crowding.

Wyoming. The male operational capacity
figure is the absolute total bed space
avallable to Wyoming's Department of
Corrections, and it Includes 150 bed
spaces In community centers not deslg-
nated as exclusively male or female.

Appendlix table 1. New court commitments to State prisons, by type of offense, 1977-90

Most serlous Percent admittedio State prison
offense . 1977 1978 1879 1980 1981 1082 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
Violentoffenses 416% 40.7% = 436% 48.2% 38.5% 390% 368% 364% 35.1% 33.5% 31.7% 20.9% 276% 27.0%
Murder* 8.2 6.8 72 8.8 5.1 6.9 5.1 3.6 4.5 4,3 4.0 35 3.0 28
Sexual assault 4.0 4.5 52 6.3 43 43 6.0 6.0 74 6.9 7.0 8.2 5.5 56
Robbery 21,6 18.8 19.2 19.1 18.9 16.8 14.7 159 133 12,5 11.3 10,7 10,0 92
Aggravated assault - 6.0 75 77 8.1 6.9 72 74 8.9 6.8 6.7 6.6 6.7 6.4 7.1
Property offenses 429 44,7 43.3 40.1 48.0 474 47.4 440 424 41.0 39.6 ar.4 335 31,7
Burglary 259 237 230 23.0 27.2 26.1 26.1 222 21.2 20,3 18.5 17.5 15.6 14.4
Drug offenses 1.5 94 7.8 6.8 7.7 7.7 9.0 112 13.2 16.3 204 25,1 30,5 32.1
Public-orderoffenses 4.4 52 5.1 4.0 4,5 5.1 57 6.3 7.8 7.8 7.0 6.9 7.3 8.1
Othar A 1.3 1.0 1.1 241 1.4 1.4 1.8 1.0 1,0 14

*Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. The number
of nonnegligent manslaughters was estimated
for 1977-84,

.+ Data not available,

Sources: Natlonal Prisoner Statistics and National
Corrections Reporting Program.

Appendix table 2. Estimated number of new court commitments to State prison,
by selected serlous offenses and drug offenses, 1977-90

Admissions to State prison directly from court

Selected serious offenses

All b Sexual Aggravated Drug
Year offenses® Murder assault Robbery assault Burglary offenses
1877 114,230 7,100 4,600 24,600 6,800 28,600 13,000
1978 112,874 7,400 5,100 21,200 8,500 26,800 10,600
1979 118,428 8,500 6,200 22,700 9,100 27,200 9,400
1980 131,215 11,000 8,300 25,000 10,600 30,200 9,000
1981 149,186 7,800 6,400 28,200 10,300 40,600 11,500
1982 164,648 11,400 7,100 27,700 11,800 43,000 12,700
1983 173,289 8,800 10,400 25,500 12,300 45,200 15,500
1984 166,927 6,000 10,000 26,500 11,500 37,100 18,700
1985 183,131 8,200 13,600 24,400 12,500 38,900 24,200
1986 203,315 8,700 14,000 25,400 13,600 41,300 33,100
1987 225,627 9,000 15,800 25,500 14,800 41,700 46,000
1988 245,310 8,600 15,200 26,200 16,400 42,900 61,800
1989 297,827 8,900 16,400 29,800 19,100 46,500 90,800
1990 323,069 9,100 18,100 26,700 22,800 46,500 103,800

Note: For each year the number of new court
commitments by selected serlous offsnses was
estimated by multiplying the percentage distribution
of offenses in States reporting the most serlous
offense (appendix tabla 1) by the total number of new
court commitments to State prison nationwide,

®Represents the total number of new court
commitments to State prison natlonwide.

bincludes nonnegligent manslaughter, The number
of nonnegligant manslaughers was estimated for
1977-84,
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