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INMATE MORTALITY REPORT

Executive Summary

AIDS-related illnesses accounted for 65.6% (N=969) of the total 1,477 inmate deaths that occurred
between 1986 and 1991. Deaths due to other causes included: homicide 3.1% (N=46), suicide 1.8%
(N=27), accident 1.6% (N=23), and other natural causes 27.9% (N=412).

The largest number of deaths occurred among inmates age 40 years and older (see p. 6).

Among Hispanic inmates 78.4% of deaths were due to AIDS while 38.6% of deaths among White
inmates and 61.8% of deaths among Black inmates were related to AIDS (see p. 8).

Women decedents accounted for 2.8% of inmate deaths during 1986-1991, but women comprised
4.6% of the average undercustody population during the six year period (see p. 10).

Inmates from New York City experienced the highest number of inmate deaths. Persons committed
from New York City made up approximately 70% of the undercustody population but 85% of inmate
deaths from 1986 to 1991 (see p. 11).

Hispanic inmates, age 40 and above, experienced the highest mortality rate from all causes of death
among prison population subgroups specified by age and ethnic status (see p. 13).

Commitment offenses for deceased inmates were similar to the undercustody population during the
six year study period. For example, 27.9% of the undercustody population and 27.8% of decedents
had been committed for drug offenses (see p. 18).

Inmates that died from other natural causes had served longer prison sentences than inmates who
had died from homicide, suicide, or AIDS-related illnesses (see p. 20).




INTRODUCTION

The New York State Department of Correctional Services (DOCS) has
experienced an increase in inmate deaths during the laét six years. The increase
may be partially attributed to a rise in the undercustody population and to the
number of AIDS-related deaths., This report summarizes the 1,477 inmate deaths
that occurred in the DOCS inmate population from 1986 through 1991.

Inmate deaths are reported by correctional facility personnel to the

Department’s Command Center located in Albany through the Unusual Incident

reporting system. Later, medical staff at facilities submit detailed reports to the
Health Services Division of DOCS that outline circumstances surrounding the
deaths, detail medical procedures used, and establish preliminary cause of death.
Cause of death and contributing factors are determined when the final autopsy

reports are completed and sent to Health Services.

Information maintained by Health Services, Unusual Incident reports, and
demographic information contained in Department computer files were used to

provide the statistics contained in this report.




Section One - Cause of Death

Cause of death is divided into five categories: homicide, suicide, accident, other natural causes,
and AIDS. The most common cause of death was AIDS-related, (N=969) followed by deaths due to
other natural causes (N=412) such as heart attack, cancer (not AIDS-related), cirrossis of the liver, etc.
Homicide accounted for 46 deaths, suicide 27 deaths, and 23 deaths were the result of an accident (see

Figure 1.1).

The total number of inmate deaths remained relatively stable for 1987-1990. However, the
number of inmate deaths rose nearly 30% from 1990 to 1991 and the total number of AIDS-related deaths
increased irregularly over the six year study period. The total number of deaths due to other natural
causes rose in each year from 1986 through 1989; fell by-a third-in"1990,-and then increased slightly in
1991 (see Figure 1.2).

Homicide

Forty-six inmates died from homicide between 1986 and 1991. Twenty-four died as a result of
stabbings or slash wounds inflicted by other inmates. Sixteen inmates died from gunshot wounds
sustained while outside a correctional facility and on temporary release status. Of the remaining deaths,
three occurred as a result of beatings with clubs or weighted objects, two inmates died from injuries
inflicted by other inmates’ fists, and one died while out to court. Homicide victims had an average age
of 29.8 years and had served an average of 38.4 months in custody. Thirty of the victims had been
committed for violent felony offenses, one for 2nd degree manslaughter, one for 3rd degree robbery,
eleven for drug offenses, and three for property crimes. See Appendix A for cause of death and
information on age, time served, and commiitment crime of decedents.

Suicide

Twenty-seven inmates committed suicide during the 1986-1991 period. Among these inmates the
average age was 31.0 years and the average time served to date of death was 41.0 months. The method
of death was hanging in 81% (N=22) of the cases. One inmate died from fire, another from poison, a
third from a fall, and two inmates died from self-administered cuts. The total number of suicides varied
considerably from 1989 (N=11) to 1990 (N=1), but averaged more than four cases per year over the
six year span. :

Accident

Twenty-three inmates died in accidents in the 1986-1991 period. In 1991, eight inmates died
from accidental deaths: 1 from a fall, 2 from drug overdose, 2 while on temporary release, 2 due to
accidents at outside hospitals, and one from swallowing a pen. The average age of accident victims was
34.7 years and average time served in custody was 40.5 months. The accident victims had been
sentenced to prison for offenses that included murder, rape, robbery, assault, and drugs.




AIDS

The number of inmate deaths from AIDS related illnesses rose in nearly every year since the first
inmate AIDS deaths were reported in 1981; only in 1989 was there a decline in total number of deaths
from the previous year. However, the rate of deaths from AIDS per 10,000 undercustody population
peaked in 1987, declined in 1988 and 1989 before the rate increased in 1990 and 1991 (see Sectlon 6B
for more detailed information).

Hispanic inmates and inmates aged 35 to 39 years have experienced the highest mortality rates
from AIDS. Victims of AIDS were most likely convicted of violent felonies (55.7%) or drug offenses
(31.5%). On average, decedents had served 30.4 months of their present incarceration and were 36.7
years old. The average length of time served in prison prior to death by AIDS has increased from less
than 24 months in 1986 to 36 months in 1991.

Natural Causes

The rise in the level of inmate deaths due to other natural causes during 1986 - 1989 parallels the
increase in inmate population. In 1990, there was 1 34% decline (88 cases in 1989 to 58 cases in 1990)
in inmate deaths attributed to other natural causes. In 1991 inmate deaths due to other natural causes rose
to 64 deaths, an increase of 10% from 1990.

Inmates who died from other natural causes were most likely committed for a violent felony
(64.6%), averaged 45.9 years of age, and served an average of 46.9 months of their present incarceration
(the longest amount of time served of any category of cause of death).
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Section Two ~ Age of Decedents

The largest number of deaths occurred in the group of inmates who were 40 or more years old
at time of death (N=540). AIDS-related deaths accounted for 49% of deaths in the 40 and older age
group; 48% of the deaths were due to other natural causes. This percentage of deaths due to causes other
thian AIDS is higher than any other age group. The largest number of homicides occurred in the 25-29
age group. The largest number of AIDS-related deaths occurred in'the 30-34 age group.

A comparison of age categories of decedents and the undercustody population totals for the six
year study period is displayed in Figure 2. The three younger age groups had proportionately fewer
deaths in light of their number in the undercustody population. In particular, the 20-24 age group
comprised 21% of the undercustody population but 3% of the total number of decedents. From 1986
through 1991 the 35-39 year old group made up 13% of the undercustody population but 23% of inmate
deaths, and the 40+ category comprised 15% of DOCS inmates but accounted for 37% of deaths.

Figure 2, Age of Inmates
Percent of Population, 1986-1991
Deceased vs. Undercustody Inmates

Percent - -
40
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16-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40 +
Age Group

B Deceased Undercustody




TABLE 2
AGE AND CAUSE OF DEATH BY YEAR OF DEATH
FACILITY DEATHS (All CAUSES), 1986 - 1891

| Age and Cause of Death 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 TOTAL
16-19
Homiclde 0 2 0 1 0 1 4 0.3%
Sulcide 0 2 0 1 0 1 4 0.3%
Accident 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0.1%
Other Natural Causes 0 (¢ 0 0 .0 0 0 0.0%
AIDS 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 0.1%
Subtotal 1 5 0 2 0 3 11 0.7%
20-24
Homicide 1 2 0 1 0 2 6 0.4%
Suicide 1 1 0 1 0 0 3 0.2%
Accident 0 0 0 0 0 0 o] 0.0%
Other Natural Causes 0 3 4 0 2 2 11 0.7%
AIDS 6 4 2 5 1 7 25 1.7%
Subtotal 8 10 6 7 3 11 45 3.0%
25-29
Homicide 2 0 2 3 5 4 18 11%
Suicide 1 0 1 4 1 1 8 0.5%
Accident 0 1 0 1 1 2 5 0.3%
Othar Natiral Causes 3 5 9 6 4 3 a0 2.0%
AIDS 19 28 20 19 19 18 123 8.3%
Subtotal 25 34 32 33 30 28 182 12.3%
30-34
Homicide 2 1 1 2 2 3 11 0.7%
Suicide (o} 0 0 2 (o] 0 2 0.1%
Accident 0 o] 1 0 2 3 6 0.4%
Other Natural Causes 11 9 10 15 6 4 55 3.7%
AIDS 44 36 54 48 41 65 288 19.5%
Subtotal 57 46 66 67 51 75 362 24.5%
35-39
Homicide 2 o] (o] 2 0 2 6 0.4%
Suicide 1 0 2 2 0 3 8 0.5%
Accident 0 1 0 1 1 1 4 0.3%
Other Natural Causes 5 8 i2 19 7 4 55 3.7%
AlDS 28 47 43 31 50 65 264 17.9%
Subtotal 36 56 57 55 58 75 337 22.8%
40 +
Homicide ) 4] 1 1 o] 1 0 3 0.2%
Sulcide o] 0 1 1 0] 0 2 0.1%
Accident 2 2 o] 1 o] 2 7 0.5%
Other Natural Causes 31 43 49 48 39 51 261 17.7%
AlIDS 26 36 39 29 64 73 267 18.1%
Subtotal 59 82 g0 79 104 126 540 36.6%
GRAND TOTAL 186 233 251 243 246 il 1477 100.0%




Section Three - Race/Ethnicity

For purposes of this report, Department of Correctional Services undercustody inmates were
categorized into four primary racial/ethnic groups: White, Black, Hispanic, and Other (which includes
Native-American and Asian). In addition to those categories, inmates who did not indicate their
race/ethnic status or where data were missing, were designated as unknown,

Figure 3.1 compares the race/ethnic distribution of the inmate undercustody population with that
of deceased inmates for the 1986 through 1991 time period. The graph shows that the percentage of
deceased inmates classified as White or Black was less than the percentage of Whites and Blacks in the
undercustody population. However, a larger percentage of Hispanics died when compared to their
proportion in the inmate population. '

A larger percentage of Hispanic inmate deaths was from AIDS (78.4%) when compared to White
inmate deaths (38.6%) or Black inmate deaths (61.8%). Suicide accounted for a higher percentage of
deaths within the White subgroup (6.3%) when compared to Blacks (1.0%) or Hispanics (1.1%).
Homicide constituted a higher percentage of deaths among Blacks (4.5%) than was true of Whites (2.7%)
or Hispanics (2.0%) (see Figure 3.2).

See Aypendix C for the risk ratio of cause of death by race/ethnicity.
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TABLE 3
RACE/ETHNICITY AND CAUSE OF DEATH BY YEAR OF DEATH
FACILITY DEATHS (ALL CAUSES), 1986-1991
HRaco/Ethnlcity and 1986 1987 1988 1989 1980 1991 TOTAL
Causse of Death
White
Homicide 2 1 0 1 1 1 6
Suicide 1 0 1 8 1 3 14
Accident 1 2 1 (v} 0 1 5
AlIDS 12 16 13 11 12 22 86
Other Natural Causes 15 17 20 26 16 18 112
TOTAL 31 36 35 46 30 45| 223
[IBlack
Homicide 3 3 2 3 6 10 27
Suicide 0 2 1 1 0 2 6
Accident 0 0 0 2 2 4 8
AIDS 60 60| 83 48 54 97 ar2
Other Natural Causes 26 25 41 41 29 27 189
TOTAL 89 90 97 95 o1 140 602
[Hispanic
Homicide 2 2 2 5 1 1 13
Suicide 2 1 2 2 0 0 7
Accident 1 3 0 1 2 3 10
AlDS 52 75 92 73 109 107 508
Other Natural Causes 9 26 23 21 12 19 110
TOTAL . 66 107 119 102 124 130 648
§Other
AIDS 0 0 (¢] 0 0 2
Other Natural Causes 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
TOTAL o] 0 0 0 1 2 3
f{Unknown
AIDS 0 ! 0 0 0 0 1 1
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 N 1 1
GRAND TOTAL 186 233 251 243 246 318 1477
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Section Four - Gender of Decedents

Forty-two women (2.8%) and 1,435 men (97.2%) died between 1986 and 1991, These
percentages compare to the general inmate population of 4.6% female and 93.4% male for the same six
year period.

Over the years 1986 to 1991, there were no instances of death by homicide, suicide or accident
among female inmates. AIDS-related deaths accounted for 88% of.all female deaths from 1986 to 1991
and in three years, 1986, 1990 and 1991, all female inmate deaths were attributed to AIDS-related
illnesses. In comparison, during the same six year period, approximately 65% of male decedents died
from AIDS related illnesses.

A review of Figure 4 reveals the vast differences: between the total number ¢f male and female
inmate deaths during 1986 to 1991. Only 1.2% of natural deaths and 4.0% of AIDS-related deaths were
females.

Figure 4
Gender by Cause of Death
1986 - 1991
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Section Five - Region of Commitment

New York State counties are aggregated into four groups to show region of the state. The New
York City region consists of the 5 counties of Bronx, Kings, New York, Queens, and Richmond.
Nassau, Rockland, Suffolk, and Westchester make up the Suburban New York Region. Upstate Urban
counties have a population center of 50,000 or more residents and are comprised of Albany, Broome,
Erie, Monroe, Oneida, Onondaga, Rensselaer and Schenectady. The Upstate Rural region contains the
remaining counties of the state.

Figure 5 compares the region of commitment of the undercustody population at the end of each
year for the six year period with the deceased inmates for the same period. As shown in Figure 5,
70.4% of undercustody inmates were from New York City and 11.8% were from the four Suburban New
York City counties. A higher percentage of .decedents..(84.9%). were from New York City when
compared with the undercustody population. The percentage of deceased inmates from the Upstate
Urban and Upstate Rural region fluctuated during the years 1986 through 1991 but without an apparent
trend. During the same six years, the percentage of decedents from New York City region declined
(89.2% in 1986 to 84.3% in 1991) while there was a corresponding increase in the percentage of
decedents from the Suburban New York City region (3.2% in 1986 to 8.8% in 1991).

After adjustment for AIDS deaths, when the regions of the state are compared by cause of inmate
deaths, a large difference appears for deaths by suicide. Suicide accounts for 4.4% and 2.0% of inmate
deaths by causes other than AIDS in New York City and Suburban N.Y.C. counties. However suicide
is responsible for more than 11% of remaining deaths of inmates committed from Upstate Urban and
Upstate Rural counties. See Appendix B for more information on region of commitment and cause of
death,

Figure 5 -
Undercustody Populaton and Decedents
by Region, 1986 - 1991
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Section Six - Mortality Rates
Part A All Causes of Death

The use of mortality rates allows for comparison of the number of deaths among subgroups of
the inmate population. This is especially useful for comparisons over time or for comparisons among
subgroups that differ in the proportion of the total undercustody population that they make up. Mortality
rates for any subgroup reflect number of deaths per ten thousand inmates of the subgroup population.
An examination of Figure 6.1 reveals the rate of inmate deaths per 10,000 inmates for the years 1986
through 1991, The highest rate of inmate mortality was in 1988, while 1990 experienced the lowest level
at 45.67 deaths per 10,000 inmates.

Table 6A displays mortality rates according to age and ethnicity. As noted earlier, the largest
concentration of deaths is among older inmates. A review of mortality rates reinforces this fact but is
especially salient among White and Black inmates. For example, in all years the rate for the 25-29 age
group is less than half that of the 40+ age group. However, within the Hispanic population, while high
rates are found in the 40 plus age category, high mortality rates are also found in the 30-34 and 35-39
age categories. )

The reader is urged to use caution in making comparisons across subgroups when the number
of deaths is low for any particular year. Mortality rates between individual subgroups may vary
considerably when making year-to-year comparisons. These differences may be due to chance
occurrences within the 12 month calendar year measurement period rather than to statistically significant
events measured across a six year period. For example, a review of 1989 and the 20-24 age category
shows that the mortality rate for Hispanics (17.36) was nearly 100% higher than that for Whites (7.01)
and over 600% higher than that for Blacks (1.84). However, only seven deaths were recorded across
all three groups and comparisons may be misleading when based on a small number of cases.

Figure 6.1
Mortality Rates of All Causes of Deaths
1986 ~ 1991
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TABLE 6A

AGE AND RACE/ETHNICITY OF INMATES BY YEAR OF DEATH
NUMBER AND MORTALITY RATES OF ALL CAUSES, 1986-1881

Age at Death and 1086 19 87 19 88 19 89 19 90 19 91 TOTAL
Race/Ethnicity N [Rate | N [Rate | N [Rate [N [Rate | N [Rate |N [Rate | N | Rate:
16-19
White o oo0| o o000l o o000O] 1 3861| 0 000| O 000 1 658
Black 1 941| 2 2070| o 000 0 000|] O 000| 2 1646 5 780
Hispanic 0 o0o00|] 3 €77 0 000| 1 208| © 000{ 1 1667 5 17.35
20-24
White o o000/ o oc0o| 1 ee4] 1 7OI| 6 000] O 0.0 2 223
Black 1 202 8 1569 2 38| 1 184 2 345] 7 1221 21 653
Hispanic 7 2097| 2 787 3 1153| 5 17387 1 323| 4 1271 22 13.20
25-29
White 6 2000| 4 1955| 3 "1486| 5 2365 2 939 | 2 977 22 17.80
Black 16 2111 10 1885| 13 2193 | 13 19.01 | 16 2072 12 1502 74 19.22
Hispanic 9 3312 20 6373 16 4517 | 15 3568 12 2561 ] 14 3028 86  37.54
30-34
White 4 2755| 7 a588| 8 3785| 7 3964| 7 3619 8 388O| 39 3778
Black 32 9257 14 3728 | 21 5121 | 23 4815| 18 3171 | 31 5085 | 139  49.90
Hispanic 21 9882 25 98.35| 39 13243 | 37 107.18| 26 6607 | 35 8477| 183  95.67
Other o oo0| o o000l O ©000f O 00O| O 000| 1 9434 1 3058
35-39
White 5 4873| 6 5797| 7 e422| 7 5824| 7 5348| 7 5011 39 5525
Black 15 6682 | 26 10820 25 9897 27 9674 | 17 5208| 34 9689 | 144 8632
Hispanic 16 12294 | 24 159.05| 25 14890 | 21 10077 | 34 139.23 | 33 12453 | 153 131.06
Other o o0o00|] o o000f O o000 O 000| O 000| 1 19231 1 69.93
40 +
White 18 10877 | 19 12071 | 18 107.85 | 25 13835{ 14 7053 | 28 1307 [ 120 11260
Black 30 141.31 | 30 130.04 | 36 14314 | 31 10919 | 38 117.87 | 54 152,07 218 13225
Hispanic 13 9601 | 33 20979 | 36 18491 | 23 10609 | 51 197.06 | 43 14889 | 199 16025
Other o oo0| o o0o0of{ o o000} o o000l 1 1608} 0o o000 1 5051
Unknown o o©0o00|] o o000} o ool o o0o0| G 00| 1 27027 1 119.05
1618 1 552{ 5 3001| 0 o000| 2 1088| O 000| 3 1423 11 1025
20-24 8 886 10 1081 | 6 e50| 7 7i0f 3 285 11 1044 a5 7T
25-29 25 2630 34 3236 32 2772 33 2485| 30 2038 28 1882 | 182 2899
3034 57 8083 | 46 5866 66 7618| 67 €8.83| 51 4363 75 6016| 362 6281
35-39 36 7831 56 11279 | 57 107.24 | 55 89.71| 58 8248 | 75 9804 | 337 9477
40 + 59 118.83 | 82 149.74 | 90 14884 | 70 11508 [ 104 13205126 14510 | 540 135.28
White 31 2930| 38 4498 | 35 4353 | 46 5364 | 30 3312 45 4833 | 223  43.83
Black 89 47890 | 90 4544 | 97 4600 | 85 4005 | 91 3367 |140 4R83 | 602  43.60
Hispanic 66 6382|107 91.20 | 119 9150 102  €6.80 | 124  71.69 |130 7206| 648 75.63
Other o o000|] o o000| © o000 o ool 1 2247 2 3922 3 4491
Unknown o o000| 0 000 O 000|] O 000} O Q00| 1 2740 1 119,05
GRAND TOTAL 186 50.27 [233 5857 | 251  59.20 | 243 5057 | 246 45.67 | 318 5646 | 1477  53.24
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Part B - Mortality Rates and AIDS Related Deaths

AIDS-related illnesses are the single largest cause of death in the inmate population for the 1986-
1991 time period. HIV associated disease accounted for 78% of deaths among Hispanic inmates, 62 %
of deaths among Black inmates and 39% of deaths among White inmates; and 66% of the total deaths
(969 out of 1,477). Figure 6.2 shows the mortality rate of AIDS-related deaths for the six year study
period. The year 1991 shows the highest mortality rate level.

An examination of Table 6B reveals that the mortality rate due to AIDS is highest among
Hispanic inmates. The higher AIDS mortality rate is due to the higher infection rate among Hispanic
inmates. Except for 1986 and 1991, the mortality rate for Hispanic inmates is more than twice as high
when compared to White and Black inmates. .Comparison across subgroups shows major fluctuations
from year-to-year and trend analysis may be more valuable than focusing on particular subgroup
populations for a specific year. For example, among deaths in the 40+ age group in 1986, the mortality
rate was twice as high among Black and Hispanic inmates when compared with Whites (70.65 and 59.08
to 20.39). A review of Table 6B shows that Blacks 35-39 years old had higher AIDS-related mortality
rates in 1987, 1988, and 1989 than did 40 years or older Blacks. Also, 35-39 year old White inmates
had similar or higher mortality rates than 40 years or older Whites, but with the caveat of low subgroup
cells frequencies in White inmates AIDS-related deaths.

Figure 6.2 .
- Mortality Rates of AlDS-related Deaths
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TABLE 6B '

AGE AND RACE/ETHNICITY OF INMATES BY YEAR OF DEATH
NUMBER AND MORTALITY RATES OF AIDS-RELATED DEATHS, 1886-1881

Age at Death and 1088 1987 1988 1989 1900 1991 TOTAL
Race/Ethnicity N [Rate | N [Rate | N [Rate | N [Rate | N |Rate |N [ Rate | N | Rate
16-19

Black 1 94| o o0o00| o o000 o o000} o o000O| 0o 000| 1 158
Hispanic 0o ©000f 0 o000 © o00| o 000f O 000 1 1667 1 347
20-24

Black 1 202| 2 82| 0 000 0. ..000] 1. . 173| 3 s528| 7 218
Hispanic 5 2083 2 787 2 768| 5 1736 O 000 4 1271 i8 1080
2520

White 2 9897| 4 1955| 1 485| 1 473 o o000| 1 488} & 728
Black 9 1900| 9 1706| 8 1349 6 877| 8 1036| 5  626| 45 11.69
Hispanic 8 2044 | 15 4780 11 31.08| 12 2854 | 11 2347 | 12 2585| 69 3012
3034

White 4 2755| 5 3283 3 1883| 1 S566| 5 2585| 7 3395 25 2422
Black 21 6075 11 2020 ) 13 3170 17 3550 | 11 1938 | 25 4104 | 88 3518
Hispanic 19 8041 | 20 7868 | 38 12003 | 30 8691 | 25 6353 | 32 7750|164 8574
Other 0 o000 O 000| O 000j O ©000| O 000 1 9434| 1 3058
3539

White 3 2024| 4 8es) 6 s505| 3 2496| 5 3820 4 2863| 25 3542
Black 13 3791 24 9988 18 7126} 15 5374 | 14 43631 31 8834|115 6893
Hispanic 12 91.60| 18 12581 19 11318} 13 6238 | 31 12685| 20 10943 | 123 10536
Other 0 o000l o oo00f © o00Of O 000 O 000 1 18231 1 69.93
40+

White 3 2038 3 1908| 3 1797| 8 3320 2 10.08| 10 4649 ) 27 2534
Black 15 7065 14 6068 | 14 5567 | 10 3522 20 6203 | 33 9293|106 64.01
Hispanic 8 59.08| 19 12079 [ 22 11941 | 13 5086 | 42 16220 | 20 10042 | 133 107.10
Unknown o o000l o o000| O o000l O 000 O 000| 1 27027| 1 119.05
16-19 1t s52| o o0 0 ©000| O 00O O 000| 1 474f 2 186
20-24 ae4| 4 432 2 217] 5 so7| 1 085| 7 664 | 25 433
2520 19 1990 | 28 2665| 20 17.32] 19 1431 19 1281 18 1210|123  19.60
5034 44 6230 | 36 4591 54 6233 48 4931 | 41 3507 65 5214 | 288  40.87
3539 28 6091 | 47 9466 ) 43 8090} 31 5056 | 50 7110 65 8497 |264 7424
40+ 26 5237| 36 6574 39 6441| 20 4224 64 8126 73 8412|267 66.89
Whiie 12 1521 18 1999 | 13 1617 11 1283 12 13.25| 22 2363 | 86 1690
Black 60 32209 | 60 303C| 53 2514 | 48 2023 54 2016 | 97 3453|372 26,04
Hispanic 52 5028 75 6393 | 92 7074 | 73 47.81 109 63.02 {107 58.31 |508  50.28
Other o ooof o o0oo| o o000l o oo00| O 0OO| 2 3922| 2 204
Unknown o oool o w000l 0 o000l 6 ooOj O COOf 1 2740 1 118.05
GRAND TOTAL 124 8351|151 37.95 |158  37.27 [132 27.47 | 175 3249 | 220  40.66 (969  34.93




Part C - Mortality Rates and Non AIDS Related Deaths

Deaths due to non AIDS-related causes include homicides, suicides, accidents, and otiier natural
causes. Figure 6.3 shows the yearly mortality rate of inmate deaths due to non AIDS-related causes.
Between 1986 and 1989, there was a steady increase in the mortality rate but 1990 witnessed a dramatic
decline due to fewer deaths by natural causes. Data for 1991 reflected a return toward the earlier years’

range.

Table 6C shows the mortality rates for the years 1986 through 1991 by subgroups categorized
by age and ethnicity. Twenty-eight percent (N=412) of total inmate deaths can be attributed to other
natural causes as compared to 6.5% (N=96) due to other non AIDS-related causes. The data in Table
§C show that the oldest inmates have the highest mortality due to non AIDS-related causes.

Mortality rates for non-AIDS deaths decline in 1990 in nearly every subgroup when compared
to 1989 mortality rates. No conclusions can be reached regarding the decline in non-AIDS mortality rates
for 1990 and 1991; this could be normal variation or the beginning of a declining trend.

However, some trends do appear when examining specific subgroups over the six-year time
period. For example, the mortality rates for Hispanic inmates in the 25-29 category steadily decline from
1987 to 1990, but rise in 1991, But in most other subgroups consistent trends are not apparent in either
direction or there are too few cases to draw conclusions.

Figure 6.3
Mortality Rates of Non AIDS-related
Deaths, 1986 - 1991
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AGE AND RACE/ETHNICITY OF INMATES BY YEAR OF DEATH

TABLE 6C

NUMBER AND MORTALITY RATES OF NON AIDS RELATED DEATHS 1986-1991

Age at Death and 19886 1987 1988 1988 1960 19 91 TOTAL
Race/Ethniclty N | Rate N | Rate N | Rate N | Rate N | Rate N | Rate | N | Rate
16-19 .

White 0 o00f| O o0o0|] o oo00| 1 3861 0o o000] O coo| 1 858
Black o0 o000 2 =207 0o o000|] O o00O| O 000| 2 1646] 4 632
Hispanic o o000} 3 6977 0 o000| t 2083/ .-0-  000|] O 000} 4 13.88
20-24

White 0 coo| o 000 1 694 | 1 701| o o600} o o000] 2 223
Black o ooo| 6 11777 2 389 | 1 184 | 1 173 | 4 897 | 14 435
Hispanic .2 833)| o o000 | 1 384| 0 o000]| 1 323| 0 o000 4 240
25-20

White 4 1903] o 000| 2 e91| 4 18821 2 9039 1 488 | 13 1052
Black 1 211 1 190! 5 843| 7 1024] 8 1038)| 7 876 | 20 7.53
Hispanic 1 368| 5 1593 5 1412 3 714 1 213 | 2 433| 17 742
30-34

White 0 000 2 1313| 3 1893| 6 a3e8| 2 1034 1 485 14 1356
Black 11 3182] 3 789 | 8 1851 | 8 12856| 7 1233| 6 98B5] 41 1472
Hispanic 2 e41| 5 1967 1 340 | 7 2028} 1 254 | 3 727 | 1@ 093
35-39

White 2 1949| 2 1832] 1 917 | 4 3328| 2 1528 3 2147 14 1983
Black 2 891 | 2 832{ 7 2771 | 12 4300| 3 935| 8 855 20 1738
Hispanic 4 3053| 5 3313| 6 3574] 8 a839| 3 1220 4 1508 30 2570
40 + e }
White 13 8838) 16 10165 15 8987] 19 10515)] 12 6045 18 83.68| 93 87.27
“Black 15 7065 16 6935| 22 8748 21 7397 ] 18 5583 | 21 59.14 {113 68.24
Hispanic 5 3693)| 14 8900] 14 7580| 10 4613| 9 3478| 14 4848 | 66 53.15
Other o o000| O ooo| o o00| o oco00| 1 19608 © o000] 1 5051
16-19 o oo00| & 300tf{ 0 o000| 2 1088| O 000! 2 949| ® 839
20-24 2 221]{ 6 646 | 4 434] 2 203 2 190| 4 3,80 20 346
25.20 6 631 8 571 12 1038 | 14 1054 ] 11 747 10 672 | 59  9.40
30-34 13 1843 | 10 d275| 12 1385} 19 1952 ] 10 855 | 10 8.02) 74 12.84
35.39 8 1740| 9 1813 | 14 2634 z4 39.15| 8 1138 10 13,07 73 2052
40 + 33 6647 | 46 8400 51 8423| 50 72.82) 40 5079 53 61.07 |273 6839
White 19 2400 | 20 2489 | 22 2738] 35 4082 | 18 10.87 | 23 2470 [137 26.93
Black 20 1561 | 30 1515| 44 2087 | 47 1981 | 37 1381 | 43 1531 [230 1666
Hispanic 14 1354 32 2728| 27 2078 20 1899 | 15 867| 23 1275 [140 1634
Other o o0o|l o o000 0o o000f O 000] 1 2247| O 000| 1 1497
GRAND TOTAL 62 1676 82 2061 { ©3 2194 |111  2310| 71 1318 | 69 13.80 | 508 18.31
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Section Seven - Commitment Offense

This section examines commitment offense and cause of death for decedents and the average
undercustody population for 1986-1991. The total number of felony criminal offenses has been reduced
to four general categories: violent felonies, other coercive offenses, drug offenses, and property or other
offenses. Twenty-eight more specific groups of offenses are listed within the four general categories.
Figure 7 compares the commitment offenses of inmates who died to the commitment offenses of the
undercustody population during the 1986-1991 time period. The graph reveals that commitment offenses
for decedents are similar to those of the undercustody population. Proportionately inmates convicted and
sentenced for a 'violent felony’ were only slightly more likely to die while in custody (59.1% decedents
vs. 57.4% undercustody) while inmates incarcerated for property or ‘other offenses, or as a youthful
offender, were slightly less likely to die (9.2% decedents vs.. 10.2% undercustody).

Table 7 provides information on the cause of death of inmates incarcerated for more specific types
of offenses. For example, 133 inmates sentenced for murder died while in custody during the years 1986
through 1991, Of these, 66 died from other natural causes, 55 from AIDS, 7 from suicide, and 3 from
homicide. In the general category of commitment to prison due to a "violent felony’, 873 inmates died
during 1986-1991. Five-hundred forty (61.9%) died from AIDS and 266 (30.5%) died from natural
causes. Perhaps not surprisingly, inmates incarcerated for the most serious violent offenses and serving
the longest prison sentences also had the highest number of deaths by suicide (N=23).

Figure 7, Commitment Offense
Percent of Population, 1986-1991
Deceased vs. Undercustody Inmates
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TABLE7

COMMITMENT OFFENSE BY CAUSE OF DEATH OF INMATES
FACILITY DEATHS (ALL CAUSES), 1886-1891

Cause of Death

Other
Category and Ciime Natural | TOTAL
Homicide] Sulcide | Accldent] AIDS | Causes
Violent Felony
Murder 3 7 2 55 66 133
Attempt Murder (0] (¢] (o] 14 14 28
Manslaughter 1st 4 2 1 38 31 76
Rape 1st 0 1 1 19 14 35
Robbery 1st 8 6 5 177 57 253
Robbery 2nd 8 1 1 61 21 93
Assault 1st 0 1 0 20 5 26
Assault 2nd 1 o 0 6 5 12
Burglary 1st 1 1 0 9 1 12
Burglary 2nd 1 2 4 105 15 127
Arson 1st, 2nd 1 0 0 1 6 8
Sodomy 1st 1 0 (o] 5 11 17
Sexual Abuse 1st o] 0 0 4 12 16
Weapons Offenses 1 0 0 22 7 30
Kidnapping 1st, 2nd o] 2 o] 4 1 7
Subtotal 30 23 14 540 266 873
3.4%) 2.6%; 1.6% 61.9% 30.5% 100.0%
Other Coercive
Manslaughter 2nd 1 o} 0 5 6 12
Other Homiclde 0 0 0 0] 2 2
Robbery 3rd 1 o] 0 13 5 19
Att Assault 2nd 0 0 1 3 1 5
Other Sex Offenses 0 0 0 3 9 12
Other Coercive 0 (o] o] 3 4 7
Subtotal 2 o 1 27 27 57
3.5%] 0.0% 1.8% 474% 47.4% 100.0%
Drug Offenses
Drug Offenses 1 1 5 305 89 411
Subtotal 11 1 5 305 89 411
2.7%| 0.2%; 1.2%  74.2%  21.7% 100.0%
Property and Other
Burglary 8rd 3 3 4] 50 11 67
Grand Larceny 0 o] 2 20 8 30
Forgery o] o] o] 6 4 10
Stolen Property 0 0 1 16 3 20
All Other Felonies o] 0] 0 5 4 9
Subtotal 3 3 3 97 30 136
22%  22% 224 713% 221% 100.0%
GRAND TOTAL 46 27 23 969 412 1,477
3.1% 1.8% 1.6% 65.6% 27.9% 100,0%)
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Section Eight - Average Time Served

Average time served refers to the length of incarceration (in months) since the inmates’ last
admittance to DOCS custody. For example, an inmate incarcerated for a robbery conviction in 1984 may
have been paroled in 1988, had his parole revoked in May 1989, and after return to prison as a parole
violator died from AIDS in May 1990. In this case his time served would have been 12 months because

his last admittance was in 1989,

Figure 8 displays the average time served by cause of death. Inmates that died from other natural
causes (average 46.9 months) and suicide victims (41.0 months) served the longest length of incarceration
prior to death, Homicide and AIDS victims had the shortest average time served prior to death.

Table 8 on the next page reveals the average time served for inmates categorized by age and
ethnicity. An examination of the table shows that older inmates (40+ age category) who died from other
natural causes had served the longest time since their last admittance (52.5 months) of any major
subgroup (N > 10). Though deaths due to accident are rare, the twenty-three accident victims served 40.5

months prior to death,

Figure 8
Average Fime Served
- All Causes, of Death, 1986 - 1991
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IGRAND TOTAL

TABLE 8
AGE AND RACE/ETHNICITY OF INMATES BY CAUSE OF DEATH
AVERAGE TIME SERVED IN STATE PRISON 1986 - 1891
. Other  Natural
Age and Homicide Sulclde Accident AIDS Causes “Total
HRace/Ethnicity Num | Avg Num | Avg Num | Avg Num | Avg Num | Avg Num | Avg
1619
White 0 0.0 1 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1
Black 2 4.5 2 8.3 0 0.0 1 8.7 [+} 0.0 5 8,7
Hispanic 2 14.8 1 1.2 1 9.8 1 9.4 0 0.0 5 V2.0
Sub Total 4 9.7 4 2.8 1 19.8 2 8.0 0 0.0 " 8.0
20-24
White [+] 0.0 1 17.9 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 17.3 2 17.6
Black S 28.0 1 01 0 0.0 7 274 8 14.9 21 21.5
Hispanic 1 54 1 6.9 0 0.0 18 17.8 2 13.7 22 16.4
Sub Total 8 24.2 3 8.3 0 0.0 25 205 1 14.9 45 18.8
25.29
White 3 21.2 5 29.5 1 3.1 ] 24.6 4 29.2 22 25.1
Black 11 30.1 2 734 3 40,2 45 214 13 42,9 74 28.6
Hispanic 2 47.6 1 12.2 1 11.5 69 23.8 13 254 86 24.3
Sub Total 168 30.8 8 38.2 5 27.0 123 23.0 30 33.5 182 26.2
30-34
White 1 44.0 2, 9.8 1 13.7 25 33.1 10 24.6 38 29.5
Black 7 37.3 o} c.0 3 8.8 68 30.9 a1 43.0 139 34.6
Hispanic 3 58.2 o} 0.0 2 16.1 164 323 14 31.4 183 aRas
Other 0 0.0 1] 0.0 0 0.0 1 23.2 0 (38 1 23.2
Sub Total 1 43.6 2 9.8 8 37.1 288 31.9 55 36.7 362 328
35-36
White 1 11.0 3 83.9 1 55.0 25 21.8 8 67.1 a8 37.6
Biack 2 48.5 1 1114 1 44.2 115 31.5 25 51.8 144 35.9
Hispanic 3 69.7 4 §7.8 2 17.6 123 29.6 21 26.8 153 30.6
Other 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 23.0 0 0.0 1 23.0
Sub Total 8 52.9 8 74.4 4 33.6 264 20.7 55 44.7 337 33.7
40 +
White 1 1158 2 75.2 2 403 27 34.8 88 54.8 120 51.0
Black 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 32.8 108 39.1 112 64.0 219 5.7
Hispaiiic 2 89.9 0 0.0 4 76.6 133 29.9 80 28.6 199 314
Other 0 0.0 [¢] 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 3.6 1 3.6
Unknown [+] 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.8 0 0.0 1 0.8
Sub Total 3 88.5 2 75.2 7 80.0 267 33.9 261 52,5 540 43.7
46 384 27 41.0 23 40.5 969 30.4 412 46.9 1477 35.6
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APPENDIX A
TABLE 1A
CAUSE OF DEATH AND AVERAGE AGE BY YEAR COF DEATH, 1986-1991
1086 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 TOTAL
Cause of Death Num | Avg [Num]| Avg [Num| Avg INum| Avg [Num| Avg [Num| Avg [Num Avg
Homicide 7[08000| 6|2940| 4]|3200| 9f2050( 83100 12| 2870| 46/ 20.80
Suiclde 3 | 28.00 2| 20.80 41 38.30 11 | 32.00 1] 25.90 5| 31,70 27 | 31.00
Accldent 2| 4140 5 | 34.00 11 3110 31 37.90 4| 82.20 8 | 34,00 23 | 34.70
AIDS 124 | 35,30 | 151 | 36,10 | 158 | 36,60 1132 | 35,80 | 175 | 38.30 {229 | 3740 | 959 | 36.70
Other Natural Causes 50 46,30 | 6814500 B84 | 4360 | B8 | 4410 ] 58| 46,90 | 64 | 51.20 | 412 | 45,90
TOTAL 186 | 38.00 | 233 | 38,30 | 251 | 38,80 | 243 | 38.40 | 246 | 40.00 | 318 | 89,70 | 1477 | 38,90
- TABLE 1B
CAUSE OF DEATH AND TIME SERVED (MONTHS) BY YEAR OF DEATH, 1986-1991
1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 TOTAL
Cause of Death Num | Avg |[Num| Avg |Num| Avg |[Num| Avg {Numi Avg |[Num]| Avg |Num | Avg
Homicide 71 21.90 € | 40,70 4 ] 36.30 9 | 46,50 8| 61.00 ]| 12| 26,50 46 | 38,40
Suicide 3| 62.20 3 0.60 41 3520} 11| 38.30 1] 23.70 5| 66.50 27 | 41.00
Accident 2 | 69.40 5| 51.90 1] 13.70 3| 51.20 4 1 22.90 8 | 34.30 23 | 40.50
AIDS 124 | 23.80 | 151 | 23,60 | 158 | 26.40 | 132 | 33.70 | 175 | 34.30 | 229 | 36,20 | 969 | 30.40
Other Natural Causes 80| 4250 68 ] 47.10 ) 84 | 4650 | B8 | 52,10 58 | 37,70 | 64 | 51,50 | 412 | 46,90
TOTAL 186 | 29,90 | 233 | 31.20 | 251 | 33.50 [ 243 | 41,30 ;246 | 35,70 | 318 | 39,30 | 1477 | 35.60
TABLE 1C
CAUSE OF DEATH OF INMATES AND CRIME OF COMMITMENT
FACILITY DEATHS (ALL CAUSES), 1986-1991
Cause of Daath Violent Other Drug Proparty TOTAL
Felony Coercive Offenses | and Other
Homicide 30 2 11 3 46
PCT 65.2% 4.3% 23.9%) 6.5%i 100.0%
Suicide 23 0 1 3 27
PCT 85.2% 0.0%; 3.7% 11.1% 100.0%
Accident 14 1 5 3 23
PCT 60.9% 4.3%; 21.7%] 13.0% 100.0%
AIDS 540 27 308 97 969
PCT 55.79% 2.8% 31.5% 10.0%: 100.0%
Other Natural Causes 266 27 8% 30 412
PCT 64.6%: 6.6%; 21.6% 7.3% 100.0%
TOTAL 873 57 411 136 1477
PCT 59,1%) 3.9% 27.8%; 9.2%; 100.0%




APPENDIX B
TABLE 2A
CAUSE OF DEATH BY REGION OF COMMITMENT
FACILITY DEATHS {ALL CAUSES), 1986-1991
Causs of Death New York Suburban Upstate Upstate Total
City New York Urban Rural
Homicide 38 2 4 2 45
PCT 3.0% 1.8% 5.9% 4.3% 100.0%
Suicide 16 1 6 4 27
PCT 1.3% 0.9%.. 8.8% . 8.7% 100.0%
Accident 16 5 2 23
PCT 1.3% 4.6% 2.9% O.Q% 100.0%
AIDS 887 85 17 10 969
PCT 70.7% 50.5% 25.0% 21.7% 100.0%
Other Natural Causes 297 46 39 30 412
PCT 23.7% 42.2% 57.4% 65.2% 100.0%
Total 1254 109 68 46 1477
PGT 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% ..-- 100.0%
TABLE 2B
REGION OF COMMITMENT BY YEAR OF DEATH
FACILITY DEATHS (ALL CAUSES), 1986-1991
Region 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 | TOTAL
New York City 166 199 219 198 204 268 1254
PCT 89.2% 85.4% 87.3% 81.5% 82.9% 84.3% 84.9%
Suburban New York 6 18 15 18 24 28 109
PCT 3.2% 7.7% 6.0% 7.4% 9.8% 8.8% 7.4%
Upstate Urban 9 6 12 17 10 14 68
PCT 4.8% 2.6% 4.8% 7.0% 4,1% 4.4% 4.6%
Upstate Rural 5 10 5 10 8 8 46
PCT 2.7% 4.3% 2.0% 4.1% 3.3% 2.5% 3.1%
Total 186 233 251 243 246 318 1477
PCT 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%




APPENDIX C
TABLE 3A
RACE/ETHNICITY OF INMATES BY YEAR OF DEATH
NUMBER AND RISK RATIO OF ALL CAUSES GF DEATH, 1986-1991
Age at Death and 19886 1987 1988 19 89 1990 19 91 TOTAL
Race/Ethnicity N | Rate | N | Rate N | Rate | N | Rate N | Rate N | Rete | N | Rate
Whita 31 0.0 | 36 1,03 | 35 0.00 | 48 122 | 30° o078 45 110 | 223 1,00
Black 89 1.00 | 90 1.04 | 97 1,05 | 95 001§ o1 077 {140 114 | 602 0.09
Hispanic 86 1.48 | 107 2.08 | 119 2090 }102. . 152|124 1.64 | 130 184 | @648 1.73
Other o o0o00| o 000/ 0 o000] 0 000 1 os51| 2 0.89 3 1.02
Unknown 6 o000{ O 0o0|] o o000} o ooo|] o o000 1 0.63 1 2.72
TABLE 3B
RACE/ETHNICITY OF INMATES BY YEAR OF DEATH
NUMBER AND RISK RATIO OF AIDS-RELATED DEATHS, 1986-1991
Age at Death and 19886 1987 1988 19 89 19 90 19 91 TOTAL
Race/Ethnicity N [Rate | N JRate | N JRate | N [ Rate [N {Rate | N | Rate | N | Rate
White 12 0.90 | 16 118 | 13 0.06 | 11 076 | 12 0.78 | 22 1.40 | 86 1.00
Black 80 191 | 60 179 ] 53 149 | 48 1.20 | 54 119 | 97 2,04 |372 1.30
Hispanic 52 207 | 75 3781 82 438]| 73 2831100 373|107 351 |s08 351
Other o o000l o w000|] 0 o000{ © o000 O GO0O| 2 232 1.77
Unknown o 000| © oo/ 0 o000} o o000| O o000| 1 162] 1 7.04
TABLE 3C
RACE/ETHNICITY OF INMATES BY YEAR OF DEATH
NUMBER AND RISK RATIO OF NON AIDS-RELATED DEATHS 1986-1991
Age at Death and 1986 1987 1988 19 89 1990 10061 TOTAL
{Race/Ethnicity N | Rate N | Rate N | Rate N | Rate N | Rate N | Rate N | Rate
White 19 0.89 | 20 0.03 | 22 1.02 | a5 152 18 074 23 0.02 |137 100
Black 29 058 | a0 056 | 44 077 47 074 37 051 43 0.57 {230 0.82
Hispanic 14 050 | 32 101} 27 077} 20 071§ 15 032 | 23 047 | 140 0,81
Other 0 0.00 o] 0.00 0 0.00 o 0.00 1 0.83 0 0.00 1 0.56
Note: The risk ratio is the mortality rate for each ethnic/racial group

(10,000 inmates) divided by the mortality rate for White inmates
over the 1986-1991 time period.
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