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Note From the Director

Presentedin the Sentencing Dynamics Study: A Sourcebookof Felony Sentencing Practicesin Urban
Texas - 1991 is a descriptive profile of felons sentenced in urban Texas during calendar year 1991. For the
first time in the state’s history. in-depth data has been collected on over 100 items of sentencing information
- including court processing, disposition, incident, sentence, and offender characteristics - for a sample of
over 7,700 offenders. The Criminal Justice Policy Council obtained a representative sample of offenders
sentencedin Bexar, Dallas, E1Paso, Harris, Nueces, Tarrant, and Travis counties. The findings of the sample
were extrapolated to the entire universe of 58,266 offenders convicted in these counties. Early findings from
this study have been used by the Texas Punishment Standards Commission to develop legislative
recommendations for restructuring the Penal Code.

The report is divided into five sections to facilitate the understanding of complex data. Section Iis
an introduction reviewing the scientific methodology of the study. Section IT is an overview comparing
sentencing patterns of the counties in the study. Section III examines the offense characteristics and
sentencing dispositions of the 58,266 offenders represented in the study. Section IV examines the
demographic characteristics and criminal history of the offenders within offense and sentence categories.
Section V explores the characteristics of victims affected by the crimes committed by the offenders studied.
Finally, for those interested in more detailed information, in-depth analyses are presented in tables in the
Appendix.

Highlights of some of the major findings in the study are discussed below.

County Overview

. Harris County contributed the largest propertion of offenders in the seven counties.

Harris County convicted more felons in 1991 than Bexar, El Paso, Nueces, Tarrant
and Travis Counties combined. Harris County convicted more offenders per 100,000 of the
county’s population than any county studied (1,222 vs. 985 for Dallas County, the second
highest conviction rate per 100,000 population).

Harris County contributed the largest proportion among the seven counties of offenders
sentenced to prison with no prior felony convictions and with sentences of five years or less.

Harris County sentenced more offenders to prison than Bexar, El Paso, Nueces,
Tarrant and Travis County combined. Of all offenders with no prior felonies, a higher
percentage were sentenced to prison in Harris County than in any other county (24%
compared to 21% overall). Harris county sentenced 3,560 offenders to prison with no prior
felonies - almost three times more than Dallas County, the second largest contributor.
Additionally, 11% of the offenders sentenced to prison from Harris County received two year
sentences (the largest percentage among the counties), and almost three-fourths of the
offenders with no prior felonies received sentences of five years or less (also the highest
proportion among the counties). Harris County contributed 56% of the 10,023 offenders
sentenced to prison for five years or less from the seven largest counties.
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Most offenders sentenced to prison were sentenced for offenses traditionally defined as non-

violent,

In 1991, there were 58,266 felons convicted in the seven urban counties studied.
Almost one-half of these offenders (49%) were sentenced to prison, one-quarter received
deferred adjudication, and the remaining offenders received probation (23%) or jail (2%).
Offenders convicted of homicide orrobbery were sentenced to prison at the highest rate (74%
each); yet homicide and robbery offenders combined represented a small percentage of all
the felons sentenced to prison (13%). Drug possession, burglary and theft offenders
comprised the majority of offenders sentenced to prison (57%).

Drug possession cases accounted for almost one-fourth of all felony convictions.

Approximately 23% of offenders were convicted for drug possession - the most
frequent offense of conviction. Possession of small quantities of powder or crack cocaine
accounted for a majority of the possession violations - 55% of the offenders convicted of drug
possession were convicted for 0.5 grams or less of cocaine, and 54% of these offenders were
sentenced to prison.

The Offender

African-Americans had a higher conviction rate per 100,000 African-American adults than

either Anglos or Hispanics.

The convictionrate per 100,000 adults in each racial/ethnic group was over six times
higher for African-Americans than for Anglos, and four and one-half times higher than for
Hispanics. Prison sentences per 100,000 adults in each racial/ethnic group were over eight
and one-half times higher for African Americans than for Anglos, and five times higher than
for Hispanics.

More Anglos and Hispanics were convicted for property offenses than any other type of offense;
whereas more African-Americans were convicted for drug offenses than any other offense.

Forty-five percent of the Hispanic offenders and 44% of the Anglo offenders were
convicted for property crimes. Forty-three percent of African-American offenders were
convicted of drug offenses, compared with 28% of Anglo offenders and 27% of Hispanic
offenders.

More offenders with prior felony convictions were sentenced to prison than offenders with no

prior felony convictions, regardless of offense type.

Over 90% of the offenders with a prior prison sentence and 70% of the offenders
whose most serious prior punishment was probation were sentenced to prison, compared to
21% of the offenders with no prior felony history. Offenders convicted forrobbery (a violent
offense) had the highest percentage of prior violent offenses, followed by offenders convicted
for sexual assault (14.5%). Overall, 10% of all offenders had a prior violent conviction and
90% of these offenders were sentenced to prison.




Most offenders sentenced to prison had “recycied” through the correctional system.

Of the offenders sentenced to prison, 63% were under probation or parole supervision
when they committed the offense for which they were convicted. Offenders convicted for
property (76%) and drug offenses (59%) had the highest percentages of offenders under
probation or parole supervision when they committed the offense thatled to a prison sentence.
Fifty-two percent of the felons sentenced to prison for a violent offense were under felony
supervision when they committed their new offense.

The Victim

Alarge number of persons suffered injury, damage, or loss due to the criminal activities of the
convicted felons

A total of 35,756 persons suffered injury, damage, or loss as aresult of a criminal act
comrnitted by one of the 58,266 felons in the study. There were 10,396 persons physically
injured and 1,040 persons killed. The most frequently occurring offense committed against
an individual was burglary (28%). Theft accounted for 21% of the offenses against personal
victims, robbery 14%, and assault 13%. The median value of the personal property lost or
damaged was $600. )

Throughout 1993, the Criminal Justice Policy Council will continue to develop in-depth analyses of
different topics using the information from this study. These topical studies will provide comprehensive
analyses of salient criminal justice issues facing Texas.

Tony Fabelo, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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SENTENCING DYNAMICS STUDY:
A SOURCEBOOK OF FELONY SENTENCING PRACTICES
IN UrBAN TExAs--1991

PURPOSE

In House Bill 93, the 72nd Texas Legislature (2nd Called Session, Summer 1991) mandated the
Criminal Justice Policy Council :

..toprepare a study on...statewide sentencing dynamics. The report mustinclude a detailed
profile of felons sentenced to the institutional division and felons placed on probation. The
policy council shall design the study to provide the legislature with information necessary
to perform aproperrevision of the Penal Code and statutesrelating to sentencing in criminal
cases.

HB93 also created the Texas Punishment Standards Commission to review the Texas Penal Code and
recommendrevisions. Toassistthe Texas Punishment Standards Commission in fulfilling its mandate,
the Criminal Justice Policy Council was authorized to submit early findings on sentencing dynamics
to the Commission.

In 1992, the Criminal Justice Policy Council presented the Texas Punishment Standards Commission
with six reports analyzing current trends and critical areas of the Texas criminal justice system. The
Criminal Justice Policy Council also provided on-going research support that assisted the Texas
Punishment Standards Commission in their work. The information contained in this Sourcebook
represents a comprehensive profile of offenders receiving felony deferred adjudication or a felony
sentence in seven major metropolitan counties in Texas. The seven couaties {Bexar, Dallas, El Paso,
Harris, Nueces, Tarrant, and Travis) accounted for approximately 58% of the total population of
felons convicted in Texas in 1991.

PROCESS

Sampling:  To initiate the sampling procedure, the names and offenses of all felons convicted
between January 1, 1991 and September 30, 1991 were obtained from each county. Convictions
were grouped by cffender and sentencing event. A sentencing event is the point at which the court
defers adjudication or sentences all offenses disposed against the defendant. Each sentencing event
may contain one or more offenses. The sample selected, as mandated by the legislature, represented
the offenses committed and sentences received for each sentencing event an offender experienced.
It is possible for an offender to have had more than one sentencing event during the sampling period.
For example, an offender who was convicted and sentenced to ten years probation in January, 1991
and was subsequently convicted and sentenced to prison for a new offense in June, 1991 had two
sentencing events within the sampling period. This offender would be represented twice in the total
universe, once for the January sentencing event, and once for the June sentencing event. A total of
0.4% of offenders are represented twice in the sample.

The next step in the sampling procedure was to determine the type of offenses to be sampled. Given
that many offenses, such as kidnapping and arson, have very low conviction frequencies compared
to other offenses (such as theft or burglary) ten offense categories were selected for the sample.
Analysis of each universe showed that the most serious offense comitted by the majority of offenders
fell into one of the ten categories listed below. The most serious offense was defined according to
the nature of the crime, the punishment ranges specified in the Texas Penal Code, and the sentence
given.

CJPC Sentencing Dynamics Study




Table 1

Offense Percentage of Universe
Assault/Family Violence 57%
Burglary 16.7%
Drug 32.5%
DWI/DUI 4.8%
Fraud/Forgery 6.3%
Homicide 1.9%
Larceny/UUMV 15.7%
Robbery 59%
Indecency 1.3%
Sexual Assault 2.5%
Other (not sampled) 6.7%

The total number of offenders convicted for a felony in one of the ten categories were then randomly
sampled within each offense category and each county. A total of 7,729 defendants were sampled
for the study (13%). :

Table 2
County . Total Defendants Receiving Defendants
Convictions/Deferred Sampled
Adjudications in 1991
Bexar 4,610 937
Dallas 13,785 1,983
El Paso 1,971 552
Harris 25,697 2,365
Nieces 1,564 381
Tarrant 6,853 784
Travis 3,786 727
TOTAL 58,266 7,729
Data Collection: During the initial stages of the study, the Criminal Justice Policy Council, with

the assistance of the Texas District and County Attorneys' Association, established an advisory team
composed of prosecutors from each of the seven counties. The advisory team consulted with the
Criminal Justice Policy Council research team on:

. Data collection instrument design

" Most serious offense categorization

. Sample selection (offenses included in universe of cases)
+ Data collection and data cleaning

The Criminal Justice Policy Council then contracted with each county to collect the data necessary
to complete the study. Approximately 125 prosecutors and administrative staff were employed in
this process. All data was cleaned and analyzed using validity and consistency checks. The sample
was weighted by a factor equivalent to the proportion each county and offense contributed to the total
universe. The data analyzed for the study reflect the total universe of felony offenders sentenced for
the seven counties in 1991 (58,266 offenders).
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Derinerions ANp Key CoNCEPTS

The Sentencing Dynamics Study is an offender-based study which provides a detailed profile
of felons sentenced in urban Texas. Information on offense and incident characteristics, offender
and victim characteristics and county comparisons is presented. Each section of the reportrepresents
anindependentdescriptive analysis of the variables affecting sentencing. Future studies will analyze
how the interrelationships among different variables impact sentencing patterns.

The following terms are used throughout the sourcebook.

Conviction: A conviction is any deferred adjudication or sentence to probation, prison, or jail. A
sentence does not include modification of probation or technical parole violations.

Criminal History: The criminal history of the offender is categorized by the type of prior felony
sentence received by the offender. Each criminal history category is defined below.

No Prior Felony: Offenders in the no prior felony category have had no prior convictions or
have been convicted of a misdemeanor offense only.

Prior Probation Only: The prior felony convictions of offenders in the prior probation only
category have led to probation sentences or deferred adjudications. Offenders in this
category have no prior prison sentence.

Prior Prison: The prior felony convictions of offenders in the prior prison category have led
toatleast one prison sentence. Offenders in this category may have a prior probation sentence
inaddition to a prior prison sentence. A prior prison sentence includes all sentences to prison
which were served out in county jail.

Most Serious Offense (Primary Offense): For defendants with multiple convictions in a single
sentencing event, the most serious offense was determined by the nature of the crime, the punishment
ranges specified in the Texas Penal Code and the sentence given. Offenders are classified according
to the most serious offense for which they were convicted.

Offense Type: All offenses are categorized into the five general offense types listed below.

Violent: Homicide, Sexual Assault, Robbery, Assault/Family Violence

Property: Burglary, Forgery/Fraud, Theft

Drug: Possession, Delivery, Other

Indecency:  Indecency with a Child by Contact, Indecency with a Child by Exposure

DWI: Felony Driving-While-Intoxicated, Felony Driving-Under-the-Influence
Offense Categories:

Homicide

Sexual Assault

Robbery

Assault & Family Violence

Burglary

Forgery/Fraud

Theft -

Drug Possession

Drug Delivery

Indecency with a Child
Driving-While-Intoxicated
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Prison: A sentence to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (Institutional Division)is considered
prison. Shock probation and shockincarceration sentences are not considered to be prison sentences,

Non-Prison: Any deferred adjudication or sentence to probation, shock probation, shock incarcera-
tion, or jail is considered a non-prison sentence.

Rate: Arateisthe number of occurances in a county divided by the relevant population in the county.
Rates allow for comparison among counties with different population sizes.

Sentencing Event: A sentencing event is the point at which the court sentences all offenses disposed
against the defendant. Each sentencing event may contain one or more offenses.

Symbols: Symbols preceed the explanatory text on each page of the report. These symbols indicate
the type of information found in the bullet. The meaning of each symbol is listed below.

@ provides an explanation of information found on the related chart
v provides additional clarification and detail to information found on the related chart
DO provides pertinent information not directly referenced in the chart

Rounding: Since the study is offender-based and involves a large number of people, categories are
be rounded up or down to reflect a whole person. As a result, numbers and percentages within
categories and tables may at times vary from the total by one or two offenders.

Other Sources of Information: The sampling universe, adult criminal justice population totals and
pressure, and population rates were calculated utilizing information from the following sources:

County Clerks' Offices for all counties studied
Texas Commission on Jail Standards
Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Community Justice Assistance Division
Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Institutional Division
Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Pardons and Paroles Division
Texas Department of Health, Bureau of State Health Data and Policy Analysis
Texas Department of Public Safety, Crime Records Division
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The County Overview compares the sentencing patterns of the seven counties selected for Sentencing
Dynamics Study (Bexar, Dallas, El Paso, Harris, Nueces, Tarrant, and Travis). Specific topics address the
rate at which felons are convicted, the rate at which convicted felons are sentenced to prison, the type of
offenses comrmitted, the sentence received and the criminal history of offenders. All offense type datarelates

to the most serious offense for which the offender was convicted.

In this section, as well as throughout this report, a conviction is defined as any sentence io deferred
adjudication, probation, prison or jail. A convicted felon is, therefore, an offender who received a deferred

adjudication, probation, prison or jaii sentence as a result of a felony disposition.

Rates are used to provide information on the frequency with which offenders were convicted of a felony
(“convicted felon rate”) and sentenced to prison (“felons sentenced to prison rate”). A rate allows for
comparison among counties with different population sizes by measuring the occurrence of an event holding
the population constant. The convicted felonrate shows the number of offenders convicted of afelony offense
for every 100,000 adults in the county’s population. The rate of fclons sentenced to prison shows the number

of offenders sentenced to prison for every 100,000 adults in the county’s population.

The offenses committed by offenders have been categorized into the following five offense types:

Violent: Homicide, Sexual Assault, Robbery, Assault

Property: Burglary, Forgery/Fraud, Theft

Drugs: Possession, Delivery, Other

Indecency:  Indecency with a Child by Contact, Indecency with a Child by Exposure
DWI: Felony Driving-While-Intoxicated, Felony Driving Under the Influence

Additional terms used in this section are defined below.

Aduit Population:

Prison:

Non- Prison:

Race/Ethnicity:
No Prior Felony:
Prior Probation

Only:

Prior Prison:

The adult population includes all residents seventeen years of age and
older.

A sentence to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (Institutional
Division) is considered a prison sentence. Prison does not include
shock probation or shock incarceration sentences.

A sentence to deferred adjudication, probation, shock probation,
shock incarceration, or jail is considered a non-prison sentence.

Race/ethnicity is categorized according to the Texas Department of
Healthclassifications of African-American, Anglo and Hispanic. Anglo
includes all Asians, Native Americans and Pacific Islanders.

Offenders in the no prior felony category have had no prior convictions
or have previously been convicted of a misdemeanor offense only.

Offendersin the priorprobation only category have had prior probation
sentences only. Offenders in this category have no prior prison
sentences.

Offendersin the prior prison category have had atleast one prior prison
sentence. Offenders in this category may have a prior probation
sentence in addition to a prior prison sentence. A pricr prison sentence
includes all sentences to prison which were served out in county jail.
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Chart 1: Total State Population What is the percentage of the
Texas population living in the

o seven counties studied?
Travis 3% e The seven counties in the study ac-
counted for 50.1% of the total adult
Tarrant 7% population in Texas.
Nueces 2% ¢ Harris County accounted for 17%
of the total adult population of the
+f A state.
& The Texas adult population in 1991
REMAINING , Harris  17% was 12,624,989, The total adult
c 03}3%1%"*' 7 (:S%Ufg IES populationin 1991 of the seven coun-
49.09 ) ties studied was 6,320,341,
El Paso 3% & The most populous county in the
Q study was Harris County which con-
\ tributed 33% of the total adult popu-
‘\\ Dallas  11% lation of the seven counties.
\\ \
Bexar 7%

Chart 2: Court Sentences in Texas What percentage Of the offend-
ers in Texas are disposed in the
seven counties in the study?

Travis 3% « The seven counties in the study ac-
counted for approximately 58.2% of
Tarrant 7% the court sentences in Texas for cal-
endar year 1991.
/ Nueces 2% o Four of the state's 254 counties com-
prised amajority of felons sentenced
AT (Harris, Dallas, Tarrant, and Bexar
i Counties: 51%).
REMAINING Hartis  25%
U1 | : 7 COURTIES
COUNTIES | 58.2%
41.8% /
El Paso 2%
x
k Dallas  14%
Bexar 5%
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How do the seven counties stud-
ied compare in the number of

felony offenders convicted?

e Harris County accounted forthe high-
est percentage of felony offenders
convicted from the seven counties
(44%).

v/ Harris County convicted more of-
fenders than Bexar, El Paso,
Tarrant, Travis, and Nueces
Counties combined.

& Harris, Dallas, and Tarrant Counties
combined accounted for 80% of the
felony offenders from the seven coun-
ties.

How do the seven counties stud-
ied compare in rate of convicted
felons per 100,060 adults in the
population?

e Harris County convicted the highest
proportion of their adult population,
followed by Dallas, Travis, and
Tarrant Counties.

v/ The convicted felon rate shows
the number of adults convicted of
afelony offenseper 100,000 aduits
in the population.

v For every 100,000 adults in Har-
ris County, 1,722 were convicted
of a felony.

Chart 3: Convicted Felons from: the Seven Counties

Dallas
13,785 24%
|
T Bexar
Bl Paso ‘[ T

1,971 3% o /4,610 8%
e - Travis
B 3,786 6%
X l‘ Tarrant
2R 6,853 12%

i Nueces

Harris
25,697 44% 1,564 3%

Chart 4: Convicted Felons per 100,000 Adult Population
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Chart 5: Convicted Felons Sentenced to Prison From Seven Counties

Bl Paso Dallas
691 2% 6,381 22%
Y
I Bexar
E!:H: T 2'25] 8%
1
T /__ Travis
= S 1,603 6%
" o
Harris /V
13,342 47% -
o L/
J |~
Tarrant
3,59 3%
Nueces
01 2%

Chart 6: Convicted Felons Sentenced to Prison per 100,000 Adult Population
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How do the seven counties com-
pare in the number of felony of-

fenders sentenced to prison?

e Harris County sentenced to prison
the highestnumber of offenders from
the seven counties.

& Harris County, Dallas County, and
Tarrant County accounted for 82%
of the offenders sent to prison from
the seven counties.

How do the seven counties com-
parein the rate of offenders sen-
tenced to prison per 100,000 adult
population?

e Harris County sentenced to prison
the highest proportion of their adult
population, followed by Dallas
County, Tarrant County, and Travis
County.

v The sentenced to prison rate
shows the number of adults sen-
tenced to prison per 100,000
adults in the population.

v For every 100,000 adults in Har-
ris County, 635 were sentenced to
prison.
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How do the sentences given to
felony offenders differ among the

counties?

o Tarrant and Harris Counties each
sentenced over 50% of their felony
offenders to prison.

@ Dallas County sentenced the highest
percentage of offenders to deferred
adjudication (35%).

e Travis County sentenced 36% of
felony offenders to probation, the
highest percentage of any county in
the study.

e Travis County sentenced 4% of its
felony offenders to jail (the highest
percentage of the seven counties),
followed by Harris County (3%),
Tarrant County (2%), and Nucces
County (1%).

How does the length of prison
sentences given to offenders dif-
fer among the counties?

» Harris County had the largest per-
centage of offenders sentenced to
prison for five years or less (42%).
v 11% of all Harris County offend-

ers sentenced to prisonreceived a
sentence of two years.

o El Paso County had the highest per-
centage of offenders sentenced to
prison with sentences longer than
ten years (47%), followed by Bexar
County (46%) and Nueces County
(44%).

23% 28%

Bexar S
3s
7

%
7SS S5 ST 5SS
BEpnesTReSl
B OSRARERERIESREES
%

Dallas

El Paso B

BT ST
B 505050
BSOS

Harris

Nueces N, . 0%62%%

52%

Pt R - g . L /NNININANS
R S UL S S ”’..".”’
Tarrant S . . S e50
_ 2e2e% %% %%
42% 18%
Travis [ "«';." .
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

' Deferred
E Prison Adudlication Probation @ Jail

Chart 8: Prison Sentence Length by County
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Chart 8 Offense Type by County

15% 40% 38% 2% 5%
Bexar ; tsﬁj\w\&\*%‘gﬁ\%\:
18% 45% 29% 1% 7%
17% 54% 26% 2%
__16% 38%  40% 1% 5%
Harris [OOSR
17% 43% 34% 2% 4%
: . ?V'V'VVVV"VV‘ S B S 1
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Tarrant §
Tray i S SRRRRIIKN, |
0% 25% 50% T5% 100%

B violent B Property B Drug HIndecency [IDWI

How do offense types differ

among the seven counties?

o Tarrant County had the highest per-
centage of convictions for violent
offenses (21%).

e ElPaso County had the highest per-
centage of convictions for property
offenses (54%).

¢ Harris County had the highest p-r-
centage of convictions fordrug crimes
(40%).

v’ Onthe whole, property offenders
comprised ine largest percentage
of offenders for every county ex-
cept Harris County.

@ Travis County had the highest per-
centage of offenders convicted for
driving-while-intoxicated (8%).

@ Travis County had the highest per-
centage of offenders convicted for
indecency (3%).
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Chart 10: Race by General Population, Population of Convicted Felons, and Population of

14%

Population | T
Convicicd B R

Prison

Population
Convictcd [N

Prison

Population | .
Convicted

Prison

Convicted Felons Sentenced to Prison

TOTAL SEVEN
COUNTIES

61%

e

R
A R SRR

Population

Convicted

Prison

T

B African-American Anglo B Hispanic

How does the racial mix in the general population, in the convicted population,

e In all the counties, African-
Americans were convicted in
larger proportions than their per-
centage of the population.

¢ Harris County had the highest
percentage of African-American
offenders convicted (55%) and
sentenced to prison. (62%).

o Although Anglos were a major-
ity of the adult population in
Dallas County (67%), Harris
County (62%), Tarrant County
(79%), and Travis County
(71%), they did not constitute a
majority of the offender popula-
tion from these four ~<unties.
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(chart continued)

HARRIS COUNTY

Population i B

Convicted

Prison §

Population

Convicted JEEEANESE ’

Prison [

Population

Convicted

10%

Prison

10% 71%

Population

Convicted

Prison N

75% 100%

B African-American Anglo Hispanic

and in the population sentenced to prison differ among counties?

e Tarrant County had the highest e Except for Dallas County and Har-
percentage of Anglo offenders ris County, Hispanic offenders were
convicted (47%)and the highest convicted inlarger proportions than
percentage sentenced to prison their percentage in the population.
(40%).

@ Hispanics accounted for -he majority
of offenders in El Paso, Nueces, and
Bexar Counties.
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How does criminal history of con-

victed felons differ by county?

e Among the seven countics, Fl Paso
County had the highest percentage of
offenders with no prior felony con-
victions (73%).

o Travis (47%), Tarrant (45%), and
Dallas (45%) Counties had the larg-
est percentages of offenders with
prior felony convictions.

How does the criminal history of
offenders sentenced to prison

differ by county?

e With theexception of El Paso County,
the majority of offenders sentenced
toprisonhadaprior prison sentence.
v 49% ofthe offenders sentenced to

prison from El Paso had a prior
prison sentence,

e Ofoffenders sentenced toprison from
El Paso County, 33% had no prior
felony convictions, the largest per-
centage among the counties.

» Ofoffenders sentenced toprison from
Travis County, 18% had no prior
felony convictions, the smallest per-
centage among the counti=s.

13% 9% 18%

El Paso [§
Harris [
Nueces i

Tarrant §

53% 15% 32%

Travis S

0% 25% 50% 15% 100%

‘ No Priors @ gl:lt;nuon Prison

Chart 12: Criminal History of Offenders Sentenced to Prison by County
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22% 19% 59%
Tarrant | e
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Chart 13: Prior Felony Convictions of Offenders
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For all offenders with ne prior
felony convictions, how does the
prison/non-prison decision dif-
fer among the counties?

@ Overall,21% of the 33,149 offenders
withno prior felony convictions were
sentenced to prison.

e Harris County sentenced the largest
percentage of offenders withnoprior
felony convictions to prison (24%).
' Harris County sentenced 3,560

offenders with no prior felony

No Prior . e .
Felonies convictions to prison --almost
33,149 three times more than Dallas
County, the second largest con-
tributor.

e Travis County sentenced the small-
est percentage of offenders with no
prior felony convictions to prison
(15%).

Chart 14: Offenders with No Prior Felony Convictions by County by Sentence
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What typeof offenses are committed
by offenderssentenced to prison with
no prior felony convictions?

o Of offenders sentenced to prison with no
prior felony convictions from Travis
County, 45% were violent offenders, the
highest percentage among the counties.

o Of offenders sentenced to prison with no
prior felony convictions from Tarrant
County, 54% were drug offenders, the
highest percentage among the counties,

» Of offenders sentenced to prison with no
prior felony convictions from Travis
County, 39% were property offenders, the
highest percentage among the counties.

e Of offenders sentenced to prison with no
prior felony convictions from Travis
County, 4% were indecency offenders,
the highest percentage among the coun-
ties.

o Of offenders sentenced to prison with no
prior felony convictions from Bexar
County, 6% were driving-while-intoxi-
cated offenders, the highest percentage
among the counties.

What is the sentence length of of-
fenders sentenced to prison with no
prior felony convictions?
e Of offenders sentenced to prison with no
prior felony convictions from Harris
County, 73% received sentences of five

yearsorless, thelargestpercentageamong .

the counties.

v 27% of offenders with no prior felony
convictions sentenced to prison from
Harris County received sentences of
two years.

e Of offenders sentenced to prison with no
prior felony convictions from El Paso
County, 27% received sentences of more
than ten years, the largest percentage
among the counties.

€ Harris County comprised 56% of the

10,023 offenders sentenced to prison for

five years or less from the seven counties.

Chart 15: Offenders Sentenced to Prison with No Prior Felony Convictions by Offense Type
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The Offense provides descriptive information on the crime for which the offender was convicted. Specific
questions address felony convictions by offense type, the frequency with which specific offenses were
committed, the characteristics of the offense and the sentence received. All data relates to the most serious
offense for which the offender was convicted.

All comparisons in this section are based on the offense alone. No consideration has been given to the
mitigating factors which may have affected the sentence an offender received.

Offenses were analyzed according to specific offense categories as well as by offense type. The five general

offense types are:

Violent:
Property:
Drug:
Indecency:
DWI:

Homicide, Sexual Assault, Robbery, Assault/Family Viclence

Burglary, Forgery/Fraud, Theft

Possession, Delivery, Other

Indecency with a Child by Contact, Indecency with a Child by Expos: re
Felony Driving-While-Intoxicated, Felony Driving-Under-the-Influence

Specific offense groups include:

Homicide:

Sexual Assault:

Robbery:
Assault:
Burglary:

ForgerylFraud:

Theft:

Drug Possession:
Drug Delivery:

Other Drug:

Indecency:

DWI:

Except in the analysis of drug specific offenses, the categories of drug delivery and other drug offense are

combined.

Capital Murder, Murder, Voluntary Manslaughter, Involuntary Man-
slaughter, Attempted Murder

Aggravated Sexual Assault, Aggravated Sexual Assault of a Child,
Sexual Assault, Atternpted Sexual Assault

Aggravated Robbery, Robbery, Attempted Robbery

Aggravated Assault, Injury to a Child, Injury to Elderly

Burglary of a Residence, Burglary of a Building, Burglary of a Motor
Vehicle, Attempted Burglary of Residence, Building or Motor Vehicle
Forgery, Forgery by Passing, Fraud, Welfare Fraud, Credit Card Abuse
Theft, Theft Repeat Offender, Theft $750 to $20,000, Theft over
$20,000, Unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle

Possession of a Controlled Substance, Conspiracy to Possess a Con-
trolled Substance

Delivery of a Controlied Substance, Possession with Intent to Deliver
a Controlled Substance, Conspiracy to Deliver a Controlled Substance
Manufacture of a Controlled Substance, Illegal Investment, Obtain
Drugs by Fraudulent Prescription, and Tax Stamp Violation
Indecency with a Child by Contact, Indecency with a Child by
Exposure, Attempted Indecency with a Child, Incest

Felony Driving-While-Intoxicated, Felony Driving Under the Influ-
ence

A clarification of terms used in this section is listed below.

Multiple Offenses:

The offender was convicted of two or more felony offenses. The
offenses for which an offender was convicted may or may not fall into
the same offense type categories.

CJPC Sentencing Dynamics Study




Incident:

Aggravated (3G)
Offense:

Aggravated Drug
Offense:

Weapon Involved:

Victim:

The incident pertains to the elements involved in the commission of the
offense. These elements include weapon involvement, personal and
business victimization, victim injury or death, commission of multiple
offenses, value of property lost or damaged and the amount of drug for
which the offender was convicted.

An aggravated offense is defined under Section 3G, Article 42.12 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure. Aggravated offenses include capital
murder, aggravated sexual assault, aggravated robbery, aggravated
kidnapping and any felony offense for which the court enters an
affirmative finding that a deadly weapon was used or exhibited during
the commission of the offense.

An offender commits an aggravated drug offense if the amount of the
substance possessed or delivered is greater than or equal to:

Twenty-eight (28) grams for penalty group I and II substances;
Two hundred (200) grams for penalty group Il and IV substances;
Fifty (50) pounds for marijuana.

A weapon is involved in the commission of the offense if the offender
possessed, exhibited, threatened or used one or more weapons during
the offense.

A victimis any individual or business entity that suffers damage, injury
or loss as a direct result of a criminal act.

CIPC Sentencing Dynamics Study
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Chart 17: Sentences of Convicted Felons in Counties Studied
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How many convicted felony of-
fenders are in the seven counties
studied and what sentences do

they receive?

o In calendar year 1991, there were
58,266 felons convicted in the seven
counties studied.

v 49% of all offenders convicted
were sentenced to prison.

@ "Prison” in this study did notinclude
probation sentences with a prison
component (shock probation, boot
camp). However, offenderssentenced
to prison may actually have served
their time in county jail due to capac-
ity limitations in the state prison
system. These offenders are classi-
fied in the "prison" category.

o Deferred adjudication accounted for
50.5% of the non-prison sentences
and 26% of the total sentences given
to convicted felons.

@ Probation sentences accounted for
45.5% of non-prison sentences and
23% of the total sentences given to
convicted felons.

o Jail sentences accounted for 4% of
non-prison sentences and 2% of the
total sentences given to convicted
felons,

& 20% of all probation sentences
required a jail stay as a condition
of probation.
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What is the distribution of con-
victed felony offenders within

offense types?
e The majority of offenders were sen-
tenced for property (41.5%) and drug
(35%) crimes.

How are offenders sentenced
within offense types?

o The majority of drug (51%) and vio-
lent (57%) offenders were sentenced
to prison.

# Almost half (47%) of property of-
fenders were sentenced to prison.

e Themajority ofindecency (69%) and
driving-while-intoxicated (74%) of-
fenders were given non-prison sen-
tences.

Chart 18: Total Convicted Felons by Offense Type
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How do sentences given to of-
fenders differ by offense cat-
egory?

e 74% of offenders convicted of a ho-
micide or robbery were sentenced to
prison.

e Assaultand indecency offenses were
the only crimes overtly involving
victims where amajority of offenders
were given deferred adjudication or
sentenced to probation.

e Moreoffendersreceived deferred ad-
judication than probation for every
offensecategory exceptdrug offenses.
9 Deferred adjudication is not an

option for driving-while-intoxi-

cated offenders.
€ Offenders sentenced to jail for of-
fenses other than driving-while-in-
toxicated were sentenced under ar-
ticle 12.44(a) of the Texas Penal
Code which allows third degree fel-
ons tobe punished asmisdemeanants.

@ No offenders convicted of drug pos-
session or sexual assaultreceived jail
sentences.
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‘What are the most frequently
occurring offenses of conviction?
o Drug Possession

v’ 23% of offenders were convicted
for drug possession as their most
serious offense.

€& 10,484 offenders (18%) were con-
victed for possession of powder/
crack cocaine less than twenty-
eight grams--the most frequent
specific crime.

e Burglary

v’ 18% of offenders were convicted
for burglary as their most serious
offense.

& 6.6% were convicted for burglary
of a habitation, 5.7% for burglary
of a building, and 5.7% for bur-
glary of a motor vehicle.

o Theft

v’ 17% of offenders were convicted
for theft as their most serious of-
fense.

@ 4,495 offenders (8%) were con-
victed of theft $750-$20,000.

& 2,509 offenders (4%) were con-
victed of unauthorized use of a
motor vehicle.

& 1,565 offenders (3%) were con-
victed of repeat theft (enhanced
due to two prior misdemeanor theft
convictions).

o Drug Delivery

¥’ 12% of offenders were convicted
for drug delivery or other drug
crimes such as manufacturing as
their most serious offense.

Chart 20: Most Frequent Offenses
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Chart 21: Most Frequent Offenses for Offenders Sentenced to Prison What are the most frequent]y
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Type Offenders
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Theft 4,542
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Delivery 4167
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Assault 1,177
DWW 784
Sexual

Assault 888
Homicide 893
Indecency 258

occurring offenses of conviction

for offenderssentenced to prison?

e Drug Possession

v’ 22% of offenders sentenced to
prison were convicted for drug
possession as their most serious
offense.

& 5,124 offenders sentenced to

Burglary prison (18%) were convicted for
possession of powder/crack co-
caine less than twenty-eight

Theft grams--the mostfrequentspecific
crime for offenders sentenced to
prison.

| Drug e Burgl ry

' Delivery v’ 19.5% of offenders sentenced to
prison were convicted for bur-
glary as their most serious of-
fense.

&3 8% of offenders were convicted
forburglary of ahabitation, 6.5%
forburglary of abuilding,and 5%

Robbery for burglary of a motor vehicle.

o Theft

v’ 16% of offenders sentenced to
prison were convicted for theft as
their most serious offense.

& 1,829 offenders sentenced to
prison (6%) were convicted of
theft $750-$20,000.

DWI & 1,144 offenders sentenced to
prison (4%) were convicted of
unauthorized use of a motor ve-

¥ Sexual hicle.

Assault & 1,253 offenders sentenced to
prison (4%) were convicted of

A repeat theft (enhanced due to prior

B Homicide misdemeanor theft convictions).

' ¢ Drug Delivery

v’ 15% of offenders sentenced to

e prison were convicted for drug

| Indecency delivery or other drug crimes as

their most serious offense.

Drug
Pcssession

§ Fraud

4% S Assault

e Robbery

v/ 10% of offenders sentenced to
prison were convicted for rob-
bery--the most frequent violent
offense.

& 1,478 offenders sentenced to
prison (5%) were convicted for
aggravated (3G) robbery.
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How many offenders are con-
victed of more than one felony in

a sentencing event?

e A total of 9,413 (16%) offenders
were convicted of more than one
felony offense in their sentencing
event, accounting for 22,510 felony
convictions.

v Offenders with multiple convic-
tions averaged 2.4 convictions
per event.

¢ The highest number of convic-
tions in a sentencing event was
18.

o Multiple felony offenders were clas-
sified in two categories based on the
type of felonies committed.

v Multiple Different--Offenders
were convicted of two or more
felonies with the additional con-
victions being different than the
most serious offense.

v/ Multiple Similar--Offenders were
convicted of two or more felonies
with at least one of the additional
felonies being in the same offense
type as the most serious offense.

€3 Overall, 3% of offenders had mul-
tiple felony convictionsdifferent than

their most serious offense, and 13%

of offenders had multiple felony con-

victions with at least one conviction
being similar to their most serious
offense.

Does the number of offenders
with multiple convictions vary

by offense type?

e Violent offenders had the highest
proportion of offenders convicted of
multiple offenses (22%).

v’ 15.5% of the violent offenders
were convicted of multiple vio-
Ient offenses.

e Indecency offenders had the second
highest proportion of offenders con-
victed of multiple offenses (21%).
v 19% of the indecency offenders

were convicted of two or more
indecency offenses, the largest
proportion of multiple similar of-
fenders.

Chart 22: Multiple Offenses by Offense Type by Priors
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Chart 23: Sentences Given to 3G Offenders
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Chart 24: Weapon Involvement in 3G Qffenses
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How many aggravated offenders
are sentenced as "3G" offend-
ers?

€ Enumerated 3G offenses are Capital

Murder, Aggravated Sexual Assault,

AggravatedRobbery,and Aggravated

Kidnapping. An offense for which

the court enters an affirmative find-

ing thata deadly weapon wasused or
exhibited is also a 3G offense. An
offense can be an enumerated 3G
offense as well as have a positive
weapon finding.

o Atotal 0f 4,420 offenders (8%) were
sentenced as 3G offenders.

@ 3G offenders can only receive a
probated sentence from a jury.

@ Atotal of 922 (approximately 2%) of
the offenders sentenced were con-
victed for more than one 3G offensc.

v 85% of the offenders convicted
formultiple 3G offenses received
a prison sentence.

& 2756 (62%) of 3G offenders were
convicted of an enumerated offense.

© 1664 (38%) of 3G offenders were
convicted cf a non-enumerated of-
fense but had an affirmative weapon
finding entered by the court.

v 41% of 3G offenders with an
affirmative weapon finding in-
Jjured their victims to the point
that treatment was required.

v 29% of 3G offenders with an
affirmative weapon finding killed
their victims.

v 54% of 3G offenders with an
affirmative weapon finding were
convicted for an assaultive of-
fense, 40% for a homicide or
attempted homicide.

What type of weapons were in-

volved in aggravated offenses?
e Aweaponwasinvolvedin80% of the
3G offenses.

v’ 83% of the 3,550 offenders who
had a weapon involved had a
positive weapon finding,

¢ Handguns were involved in the ma-
jority of 3G offenses.
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What are the incident character-

istics of violent offenses?

® 57% of all violent convictions re-
sulted in a prison sentence.

@ 34% of all violent offenders were
convicted of a first degree offense,
29% were convicted of a second de-
gree offense and 37% were convicted
of athird degree offense. Firstdegree
offenders received a prison sentence
in 77% of the events, while 63% of
second degree and 33% of third de-
gree offenders were sentenced to
prison,

& The offense for which violent offend-
ers were charged was reduced at dis-
position in 14% of the evenis.

e 22% of violent offenders were con-
victed of two or more felonies. These
offenGers were sentenced to prison
72% of the time.

€ Multiple offenses were committed in
a single criminal episode by 10% of
violent offenders.

o Violent offenders were convicted of
an aggravated (3(G) offense in 43% of
all violent convictions.

v’ 9% were convicted of two ormore
aggravated offenses.
e Weapons were involved in 65% of
violent offenses. A weapon was used
in 37% of all violent offenses.
o Allviolent offenses invoived the vic-
timization of one or more persons or
businesses.
¥’ 32% of the offenders convicted of
a violent crime had multiple vic-
tims,

v Victim injury occurreu in 70% of
the violent offenses and death oc-
curred in 10%.

Violent §

Offense

Multiple
Felonies

3G

Weapon |jepmren
Involved [

Multiple
Victims

Victim g
Injury f

Victim

Death P

Offense _

_ ,//A 22% of violent,

72% Prison

LY 43% of violent,

71% Prison

65% of violent,
61% Prison

m 32% of violent,
70% Prison

70% of violent,
35% Prison

10% of violent,
77% Prison

0 20 40 60 80 100

BPrrison PANon-Prison

CJPC Sentencing Dynamics Study



Chart 26: Incident Characteristics and Sentence Received for Property Qffenders
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Whataretheincident character-
istics of property offenses?

e 47% of all property offenders re-
ceived a prison sentence.

& 15% of property offenders were con-
victed of a first degree offense, 15%
were convicted of a second degree
offense, and 70% of all property of-
fenders were convicted of a third
degree offense. First degree offend-
ersreceivedaprisonsentence in60%
of the events while 56% of second
degree and 42% of third degree of-
fenders were sentenced to prison.

& The offense for which property of-
fenders were charged wasreduced at
disposition in 5% of the events.

e 16% of property offenders were con-
victedof two ormore felony offenses;
59% of these offenders were sen-
tenced to prison.

¢ 19% of property offenders victim-
ized more than one individual or
business. These offenders were sen-
tenced to prison in 48% of the cases.

@ An individual experienced the loss
or.damage of personal property in
59% of property offenses. The of-
fenders in 51% of these events were
sentenced to prison.

o Burglary of a residence accounted
for 16% of all property offenses.
60% of the offenders convicted of a
burglary of a residence were sen-
tenced to prison.

v 99% of all first degree property
offenders were convicted for bur-
glary of a residence.

¢/ 109 -fall burglary of aresidence
offenders physically injured
someone during the commission
of the offense.

@ 19% of property offenders were con-
victed of theft $750-$20,000. 41%
of these offenders were sentenced to
prison.

€& Less than 1% of property offenders
were convicted of an aggravated of-
fense; a weapon was involvedin 2%
of the property convictions.
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‘What are the incident charac-

teristics of indecency offenses?

e 31% of all indecency offense convic-
tions resulted in a prison sentence.

€ 70% of ail indecency offenders were
convicted of a second degree offense
and 30% were convicted of a third
degree offense. Second degree of-
fenders received a prison sentence in
33% of the cases while 26% of the
third degree offenders were sentenced
10 prison.

@ The offense for which indecency of-
fenders were charged was reduced at
disposition in 18% of the cases. 49%
of these offenders received a prison
sentence.

e 21%ofindecency offenders werecon-
victed of two or more felonies, These
offenders were sentenced to prison
46% of the time.

e An indecency offense "continued
over time" if the same individual was
victimized over a period of time
greater than one day. 24% of inde-
cency offenders committed a con-
tinuing offense. 32% of these offend-
ers received prison sentences.

¢ Inde cency offenders caused physical
injury to their victims in 69% of all
indecency offenses. 34% of these
offenders went sentenced to prison.
v’ 96% of the offenders convicted of

indecency with a child by contact
physically injured their victim(s).

e Indecency offenders victimized afam-
ily member in 45% of all indecency
offenses. 35% ofthese offenders were
sentenced to prison. Indeccnecy of-
fenders victimizing a stranger (18%)
were sentenced to prison 27% of the
time,

& 100% of all indecency offenses were
committed against children younger
than eighteen years of age.

e 70% of the indecency offenders were
convicted of indecency with a child
by contact. 33% of these offenders
were sentenced to prison.
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Chart 28: Incident Characteristics and Sentence Received jor Drug Offenders
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Whataretheincident character-

istics of drug offenses?
@ 51% of the offenders convicted of a

drug offense were sentenced to
prison,

@ 31% of drug offenders were con-

victed of a first degree offense, 62%
were convicted of a second degree
offense, and 7% of drug offenders
were convicted of a third degree of-
fense. First degree offenders re-
ceived a prison senience in 63% of
the cases while 48% of the second
degree and 34% of the third degree
offenders were sentenced to prison.

& The offense for which drug offenders

werecharged wasreduced at disposi-
tion in 7% of the events.

Drug offenders were convicted of
two or more felonies in 15% of the
cases. 72% of these offenders were
sentenced to prison.

A weapon was involved in 6% of ali
drug convictions. A weapon was
used in Iess than one percent of drug
convictions.

51% of all drug offenders were con-
victed for drug amounts of one gram
or less. 53% of these offenders re-
ceived a prison sentence.

An aggravated drug amount was in-
volved in 7% of drug offenses. 69%
of offenders convicted for an aggra-
vated drug offenses were sentenced
to prison.

Themajority of drug offenders (76%)
were convicted for an offense involv-
ing cocaine.

¢ Delivery of a controlled substance

accountfe! for 31% of drug convic-
tions.
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Does the prison/non-prison de-
cision vary by drug offense cat-
egor'y?

o 51% of all drug offenders were
sentenced to prison.

e Possession of a controlled sub-
stance accounied for 60% of all
drug offenders sentenced to prison.
& Crackcocaine represented 58%

of the total cocaine possession
cases sentenced to prison.

e 38%ofthe drugoffenders sentenced
to prison were sentenced for deliv-
ery, wher¢as 25% of the offenders
given a non-prison sentence were
convicted for delivery.

& 83% of offenders convicted for pos-
session of a controlled substance
possessed crack or powder cocaine.

& 76% of offenders convicted for de-
livery of a controlled substance de-
livered crack or powder cocaine.

Chart29: Sentence Decision by Drug Category
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Thousands

Chare 30: Cocaine Possession Offenders Sentenced to Prison by Drug Amount
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For offenders convicted of co-
caine (crack/powder) possession,
doesthesentence vary by amount
of drug without accounting for
criminal history?

& 10,665 offenders were convicted of
possession of cocaine (18% of the
total offenders, 53% of the total drug
offenders).

& 68% of the offenders convicted for
cocaine possession were convicted
for less than 0.5 grams.

® 54% of the cocaine possession of-
fenders convicted for less than 0.5
grams were sentenced to prison.

@ 37% of the cocaine possession of-
fenders convicted for 0.5 grams to
less than 1 gram were sentenced 1o
prison,

o 43% of the cocaine possession of-
fenders convicted for 1gram to less
than 28 grams were sentenced to
prison.

& 49% of the cocaine offenders con-
victed for aggravated amounts of co-
caine (28 grams and above) were
sentenced to prison.

What is the most frequently oc-
curring cocaine amount?

e 47% of ths cocaine offenders were

convicted for less than (.25 grams.

& The most frequently occurring
amount of cocaine possessed by of-
fenders convicted of possession of
powder cocaine was (.25 grams.

# 61% of the cocaine offenders were
convicted for less than (.50 grams.

& The most frequently occurring
amount of cocaine possessed by of-
fenders convicted of possession of
crack was 0.30 grams.
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The Offender provides descriptive information on the demographic and criminat history characteristics of
felony offenders. Specific questions address the race/ethnicity, gender and age of offenders, the offenses
comumitted, the sentence received and offender criminal history. Comparisons in this section are based on the
characteristics of the offender alone. No consideration has been given to the mitigating factors which may
have affected the conviction of offenders or the sentence they received. All offense type and offense category
data relates to the most serious offense for which the offender was convicted.

Rates are used to provide information on the frequency with which specific racial groups were convicted of
a felony and sentenced to prison. The convicted felon rate and the rate of felons sentenced to prison are
calculated separately for each race/ethnic group. Therates, therefore, show the number of African-American,
Anglo or Hispanic persons convicted of a felony or sentenced to prison for every 100,000 African-American,
Anglo or Hispanic adults in the population.

Race/ethnicity is categorized according to the Texas Departmeﬁt of Heath classifications of African-
American, Anglo and Hispanic. Anglo includes all Asian, Native Americans and Pacific Islanders.

Offender criminal historyis categorized according to the type of prior felony sentence received by the offender
as well as the most serious offense for which the offender was convicted. The two criminal history categories
are defined below.

Criminal History by type of prior felony sentence:

No Prior Felony: Offenders in the no prior felony category have had no prior convictions or have
been convicted of a misdemeanor offense only.

Prior

Probation Only: The prior felony convictions of offenders in the prior probation only category
have led to probation sentences only. Offenders in this category have no prior
prison sentences.

Prior Prison: The prior felony convictions of offenders in the prior prison category have led

to at least one prior prison sentence. Offenders in this category may have a
prior probation sentence in addition to a prior prison sentence. A prior prison
sentence includes all sentences to prison which were served out in county jail.

Criminal History by most serious prior offense:

Prior Violent Felony: An offender in the prior violent felony category must have at least one prior
conviction for afelony homicide, sexual assault, robbery oraggravated assault.

Prior
Non-Violent Felony: ~ Offenders in the prior non-violent felony category have never been convicted
of a violent felony offense.

CJPC Sentencing Dynamics Study
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Chart 32: Seven County Total Population by RaciallEthnic Group
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1,573,739

Anglo
3,868,386

Chart 33: Conviction Rates per 100,000 Adult Population by RaciallEthnic Group
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How doestheconvicted felonrate
per 100,000 adults vary among

the racial/ethnic groups?

e African-Americans had the highest
convicted felonrate (3,064) and con-
victed felon to prisonrate (1,742) per
100,000 African-American adults.

» The convicted felonrate for African-
American adults is over 6 times
greater than the convicted felon rate
for Anglo adults and over 4.5 times
greater than that of Hispanic adults.

e The convicted felonto prisonrate for
African-American adults is over 8.5
times greater than theconvicted felon
to prisonrate for Anglo aduits and 5
times greater than that of Hispanic
adults.
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What is the racial/ethnic break-
down of the convicted felons in
the seven counties?

e African-American offenders ac-
counted for 46% of the offenders
convicted, the highest percentage of
any racial /ethnic group.

Within each racial/ethnic cat-
egory, what percentage of con-
-icted felons were sentenced to
prison?

e Of the 26,904 African-American of-
fenders, 57% were sentenced to
prison,

o Of the 19,066 Anglo offenders, 40%
were sentenced to prison.

e Of the 12,297 Hispanic offenders,
45% were sentenced to prison.

Percentage of Offenders-Prison

Chart 34: RacelEthnicity of Total Convicied Felony Offenders
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Chart 35: Percentage of Offenders Sentenced to Prison by RacelEthnicity
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Chart 36: Proportion of RacialiEthnic Groups within Gender Categories
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Chart 37: Gender by Offense Type
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Do the percentages of convicted fel-
ons within racial/ethnic groups dif-
fer by gender of offenders convicted?
o African-Americanmalesand femalesrep-
resented the highest percentages of con-
victed felons (45% and 53 % respectively).

e Hispanic males and females represented
the Iowest percentages of convicted fel-
ons, with Hispanic femalcs representing
the lowest overall percentage at 12%.

Do racial/ethnic groups differ by
gender of offenders sentenced to
prison?
& Overall, 90% of offenders sentenced to
prison were male, 10% were female.

o African-American females (62%) and
males (52.%) comprised amajority of those
senienced to prison within theirrespective
gender categories.

e The proportions of Anglo and Hispanic
males sentenced to prison were lower than
their proportions in the total population of
male offendess.

o The proportions of Anglo and Hispanic
females sentenced to prison were lower
than their proportions in the total popula-
tion of female offenders.

Do gender groups differ by type of

offense?
e 18% of male offenders and 10% of female
offenders were convicted for violentcrimes.
o 41% of male offenders and 44 % of female
offenders were convicted for property
crimes.
+’ Further breakdown shows that 6% of
male offenders and 13% of female of-
fenders were convicted for forgery/fraud.
v’ 15% of male offenders and 27% of
female offenders were convicted for
theft.
e 33% of male offenders and 45% of female
offenders were convicted for drug offenses.
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Do percentages of racial/ethnic

groups vary within offense types?

o Thehighestpercentages of offenders
convicted for violent offenses (48%)
property offenses (42%), and drug
offenses (57%) were African-Ameri-
can.

» The highest percentages of offend-
ers convicted for indecency (51%)
anddriving-while-intoxicated (54%)
were Anglo.

e Hispanic offenders contributed 33%
of indecency and 33% of driving-
while-intoxicated convictions while
contributing 21% of the overall con-
victions.

Do primary offense types vary
within each racial ethnic group?
& 43% of African-American offenders
were convicted of drug offenses (the
highestproporiion of African-Ameri-
can offenders), compared with 28%
of Anglo offenders and 27% of His-
panic offenders.
€9 45% and 44%, respectively, of His-
panic and Anglo offenders were con-
victed for property crimes, the high-
est proportion within each group.
€9 9% of Anglo offenders, 8% of His-
panic offenders, and 1% of African-
American offenders were convicted
for driving-while-intoxicated.

Chart 38: RacelEthnicity of Offenders within Offense Types

S RIXRTS

Total R 2O 000900,
R R << <5 S35

ENLNENLN

Violent e

42% 35% 23%
. : 9.9.90.9.90.9.9.0.9.
Property SRS < <00 Cc<OC

j L‘A’A’A A’A‘A’A

TSRS
QLS

- 10%0%%%%
%&&&gﬁ

AV

BRI

Indecenc S R < O
7 I SRR

13% 54% 33%

DWI

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

African- [KX]
- American % Anglo Hispanic

CJPC Sentencing Dynamics Study



21-25
21%

26-30
20%

Chart 39: Age Distribution of Convicted Offenders
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Chart 40: Offense Distribution by Age of Convicted Offenders
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What is the age distribution of
felons convicted in the seven

counties?
¢ Most offenders convicted were 30
years of age or younger (62%).

Does the type of offense of con-
viction differ among age catego-
ries?

o The percentage of violent crime re-
mained fairly consistent within each
age group.

e Amajority of offenders under twenty-
one years old were convicted of prop-
erty crimes.

& Offenders between twenty-one and
twenty-five years of age were con-
victed of drug offenses 11% more
often than those offenders under
twenty-one,

e Driving-while-intoxicated and in-
decency offenses were more prowmi-
nentamong the older offender groups.
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How many and what typeof prior
felony sentences do convicted of-
fenders have?
e 57% of offenders convicted had no
prior felony convictions.

Q@ Overall,21% of the felony offenders
had one prior felony, 11.5% had two
prior felonies, and 10% had three or
more prior felonies.

Chart 41: Prior Sentence Type and Number of Prior Felonies
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Chart 42: Criminal History by Sentence
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Chart 43: Sentence by Criminal History
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How does the prison/non-prison
decision vary by differing crimi-
nal histories?

® Aminority of offenders with noprior
felony convictions were sentenced to
prison (21%).

o 'The majority of offenders with prior
felony convictivis were sentenced to
prison.

v 70% of offenders with a prior
probation were sentenced to
prison.

v’ 93% of offenders with a prior
prison were sentenced to prison.

How does the criminal history of
offenders given non-prison sen-
tences vary from the criminal
history of offenders sentenced to
priscn?
¢ Most offenders sentenced to prison
were being "recycled” through the
criminal justice system.

v 76% of offenders sentenced to
prison had prior felony convic-
tions.

v 11% of offenders given non-
prison sentences had a prior
felony.

CJPC Sentencing Dynamics Study




Does criminal history differ by
offense type?

o Compared to the other offense types,
more property offendershad a felony
criminal history (46%).

e Compared to the other offense types,
fewer indecency offenders had a
felony criminal history (27%).

Does criminal history differ by
offense type for those sentenced
to prison?

e Compared to the other offense types,
more property offenders (86%) and
drug offenders (72%) sentenced to
prison had a felony criminal history.

e Compared to the other offense types,
fewer violent offenders sentenced to
prison had a felony criminal history
(65%).

Chart 44: Criminal History by Offense

Total
Offenders

58,266

e r 4 g 4

Violent Property Drug Indecency DW!
10,057 24,135 20,259 826 2,989
17% 41.5% 35% 1.5% 5%

A - - »

L No Priors I. No Priors | No Priors | No Priors _ No Priors
5,924 12,952 11,782 604 1,887
59% 54% 58% 73% 63%

- Probation | Probation | Probation |- Probation [ Probation
Only Onlf Only Only Ounly
1,141 2,911 2,471 110 510
11% 12% 12% 13% 17%

L Prior . Prior L Prior . Prior L Prior
Prison Prison Prison Prison Prison
2,992 8,272 6,007 112 591
30% 34% 30% 14% 20%

Chart 45: Criminal History by Offense for Offenders Sentenced to Prison
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Chart 46: Offense by Legal Status
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How many offenders sentenced
to prisen are under felony super-
vision when they commit an of-
fense?

e Overall, 63% of all offenders sen-
tenced to prison were under some
type of felony supervision when they
committed theirmost serious offense.
& 48.5% of all offenders sentenced

to prison were on parole when
they committed their most seri-
ous offense.

& 11% of all offenders sentenced to
prison were on felony probation
when they committed their most
serious offense.

@ 4% of all offenders sentenced to
prison were on deferred adjudica-
tion when they committed their
most serious offense.

o 76% of property offenders who were
sentenced toprison wereunder felony
supervision when they comimitted
their most serious offense.

® 53% of all violent offenders who
were sentenced to prison were under
felony supervision when they com-
miited their most serious offense.
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How many offendershavea prior
violent felony conviction?
& Overall, 10% of all offenders had a
prior violent conviction,

e Robbery (21%) and sexual assault
(15%) offenders had the highest per-
centage of violent prior convictions.

e Forgery (6%), driving-while-intoxi-
cated (6%), and drug possession
(7%) offenders had the lowest per-
centage of violent prior convictions.

What type of sentence do offend-
ers with a prior violent felony
receive?

& Overall, 90% of ali offenders with a
prior violent felony received prison
sentences for their new offenses.

e 99% of homicide offenders with a
prior violent felony received prison
seniences, the largest percentage of
any offense category.

e 53% of driving-while-intoxicated of-
fenders with a prior violent felony
received prison sentences, the small-
est percentzge of any offense cat-

egory.

Chart 47: Current Offense by Violent History
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The Victim provides information on the victims of felony offenders. Specific questions address the frequency
with which offenders commit crimes against victims, the type of offenses committed, and the physical injury
and property loss that result.

Each offender may have committed one or more offenses againsta victim. Offenders may have also victimized
more than one person or business with one offense. The demographic information presented in this section
relates to the victim of the offender’s most serious offense.

Victimization occurs when damage, injury or loss is suffered or threatened as a direct result of a criminal act.
Crimes against victims include violent, property and indecency offenses. The majority of drug and driving-
while-intoxicated offenses do not involve a victim. However, the possibility of injury or indirect harm exists
for all offense types.

The terms used to present victim information are defined below.
Personal Victim: A personal victim is any individual who suffers damage, injury or loss

as a direct result of a criminal act.

Business Victim: A business victimis any business, government or non-profitentity that
suffers damage, injury or loss as a direct result of a criminal act.

Victim Event: Victim events are those sentencing events in which one or more
individuals and/or business entities are victimized.

Victim

Relationskip: The categories of victim relationship are family, friend/acquaintance,
employer/employee, stranger and police officer. These categories
describe the relationship of the victim to the defendant.

Victim

Vulnerabilities: Children between the ages of newborn and 17, the elderly and persons
with disabilities are classified as vulnerable victim groups. Individuals
in these groups may be more susceptible to criminal acts.

Weapon Involved: A weapon is involved in the commission of an offense if the offender
possessed, exhibited, threatened or used one or more weapons during
the offense.

Race/Ethnicity: Race/ethnicity is categorized according to the Texas Department of

Heath classifications of African-American, Angloand Hispanic. Anglo
includes all Asians, Native Americans and Pacific Islanders.
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Chart 49: Victimization by Offenders How many offenders commit

crimes against victims?

e Victimization occurswhen dam-
age, injury, or loss is suffered as
a direct result of a criminal act.
One or More e 61% of offenders commited an
Vigtims offense against one or more vic-
tims. These offenders victim-
ized a total of 49,940 individual

and business victims.

Total Offenders = 58,266

What types of victims are in-
volved?
e A victim may be a person, a
business, a government entity or
anon-profit organization.

Chart 50: Types of Victimization by Offenders

[ &ng;ﬁiis v A personal victim is any in-

d 11% dividual who has saffered as

\\\ |_Business a direct result of a criminal
\ 22% offense.

N v Abusiness victimis any busi-

ness entity which has suof-

No One or More fered as a direct result of a
Victim Victims . s
399 61% criminal offense.

K o Offendersvictimized oneormore
ersonal e e s .
B 7% individuals in 67% of the gvents
involving victims,

o Offendersvictimized oneormore
business entities in 22% of the
events involving victims,

o Anoffender can victimize botha
personal and a business victim.
In 11% of the victim events, an
offenders committed an offense
which victimized both a persenal
and a business victim.

CJIPC Sentencing Dynamics Study




oy
a8

What types of offenses do offend-
ers commit against their victims?
e The victimization of one or more
individuals was the result of a violent
offense in 36% of the personal victim
events, a property offense in 61% of
the events, and an indecency offense

in 3% of the events.

€ Aviolenteventagainsta personal
victim resulted in physical injury
in 77% of the events.

e Offenders victimizing both an indi-
vidual and a business entity commit-
ted a violent offense in 43% of the
events and a property offense in the
remaining 57%.

& Physical iajury occurred in 30%
of the violent events against a
personal and business victim.

& Business entities were the victim
of property offenses in 100% of
the events.

Chart 51: Offenses Against Personal Victims

Indecency

Violent
36%

Violent
43%

& Anindividual or business may be
the victim of a violent, property,
or indecency offense. Events in-
volving victims were most often
the result of property crime (69%).
Violentcrimesaccounted for28%
and indecency crimes accounted
for 2% of all the events involving
victims.

@ Although property offenses ac-
counted for 69% of the offenses
against victims, property loss or
damage occurred in 80% of the
events.

Chart 52: Offenses Against Personal and Business Victims

@ Physical injury occurred in 21%
of the events involving victims;
deathoccurredin 3% of the events.

& Aweaponwasinvolvedin20% of
the total events against victims; a
weapon was used in 11% of the
events.
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Chart 53: Personal and Business Victim Demographics

Personal Victims Buslness Victims

Violent Propaity Indacency
Relatlonship
Famiy 17% 4% 45% 0%
Friend/Acquaintance 31% 12% 7% 1%
EmployerEmployee 1% 1% 0% 13.70%
Stranger 4% 83% 18% 85%
Pdlice Officer % 0% 0% 0.30%
Race
African American 29% 18% 17% *
Anglo 48% 65% 50% *
Hispanic 2% 7% 3% '
Gender
Male 61% 59% 16% N
Female 39% 41% B4% '
Vulnerablllfies
Yes 23% 6% 100% '
No % 94% 0% *
Physical Infury
None 0% 96.80% 3% *
Injury, no treatment 26% 2% 62% y
Injuty, treatment % 1% 7% '
Death 10% 0.10% % *
Weapon Involved
Yes 84% 3% 1% 2%
No 3% 97% 99% 78%
Property Loss
Yes 40% 100% 0% 100%
No 60% 0% 100% 0%

* Data was nof coflected on the demographics of business owners.

What are the characteristics of
victims?
e With the exception of victims of an

indecency offense, individuals and

business entities were mostoften vic-

timized by a stranger.

v 82% of the victims of an inde-
cency offense were victimized by
a friend or family member.

Children vnder the age of 18, the

elderly, and persons with disabilities

were considered vulnerable victim
groups.

v’ 100% of indecency offenses were
committed againstchildren, 38 %
of whom werebetweentheages of
0 and 9 years old.

v/ 80% of the vulnerable victims of
violentcrimes werechildren; 16%
were elderly.

Physical injury occurred most fre-

quently during violentand indecency

offerses.

A weapon was involved in 64% of

viclent events against victims. A

weapon was involved in 22% of the

events against business victims.

Personal property and business vic-

tims suffered the highest proportion

of property damage. These same
victims,however, suffered few physi-
cal injuries.
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Does victimization differ among
racial groups?

o Victims were mostoften preyed upon
by members of their same racial/eth-
nic group.

v’ 86% of African-American victim
gvents were the result of criminal
acts committed by African-Ameri-
can offenders.

v 48% of Anglo victim events were
the result of offenses committed
by Anglo offenders.

v’ 63% of Hispanic victim events
were the result of criminal acts
committed by Hispanic offenders.

e Themajority (52%) of African-Ameri-
can victims suffered injury or loss as
aresult of a violent crime. Physical
injury occurred in 36% of the events
involving African-American victims,
and death occurred in 7% of these
events. A weapon was involved in
40% of African-American victim
events.

e Anglo victimization was most often
the result of a property offense com-
mitted by a stranger. Physical injury
occurred in 24% of the Anglo victim
events; death occurred in 2%. A
weapon was involved in 22% of the
Anglo victim events.

o Hispanic victims suffered injury or
loss as a result of a violent crime in
47% of the Hispanic victim events,
Property crimes also accounted for
47% of the offensescommitted against
Hispanics. Physical injury occurred
in 34% of the Hispanic victim events;
death occurred in 6%. A weapon was
involved in 33% of the Hispanic vic-
tim events.

Chart 54: Victim Demographics by Race

African Amerlcan Anglo Hispanic
Offense Type
Violent 52% 33% 47%
Property 46% 64% 47%
frdecency % 3% 6%
Physical Infury
No Injury 51% 8% 60%
fnjury, No Trealment 13% 13% 18%
Injury, Treaiment 28% 1% 16%
Death 7% 2% 6%
Weapon Involvement
Yes 40% 22% 33%
No 60% 78% 67%
Relatlonship
Family 17% 8% 13%
Friend/Acquaintance 3% 7% 23%
Stranger 49% 72% 61%
Police Officer 1% 3% 3%
Race of Offender
African American 86% 33% 20%
Anglo 8% 48% 17%
Hispanic 6% 19% 63%
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Chart 55: Proportion of Personal Victims
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Chart 56: Personal Victimization by Offense
Personal
Victim(s)
27,619
Violent Property Indecency
Offenses Offense Offense
10,159 16,636 824
37% 60% 3%
Robbery Burglary Indecency
37% 47% by Contact
0%
Assault/ Theft Indecency
Family 35% by Exposure
36% 29%
Sexual Forgery/ Other
Assault Fraud Indecency
15% 16% 1%
Homicide DWI
12% 2%

How often is an individual in-
volved as a victim?
» 78% of the victim offenses were
committed against one or more per-
sonal victims.
¢ 11% of personal victim everts
involved both a person and a
business.

& Offenders victimized a total of
35,756 individuals.

What types of offenses involve a

persenal victim?

e Individuals were mostoften the vic-
tim of a property offense (60%).
Burglary and theft accounted for
thie majority (82%) of these crimes.

e Violent crimes accounted for 37%
of the offenses committed against
personal victims.

e Anindecency offense was commit-
ted against one or more individuals
in 3% of the events involving per-
sonal victims.
¢ Indecency with a child by con-

tact accounted for 70% of these
offenses.
¢’ Otherindecency offenses, which
accounted for 1% of the inde-
cency offenses against personal
victims, included incest and
sexual performance by a child.
& The most frequently occurring of-
fense  committed against an indi-
vidual was burglary (28%). Theft
accounted for 21% of the offenses
against personal victims, robbery
14%, and assault 13%.

CJPC Sentencing Dynamics Study




How often does personal injury
occur during the commission of
an offense?

e Physical injury resulted in 30% of
personal victim events. In 43% of
these events the victim received no
treatment for their injury. Medical
treatment was required in 28% of the
physical injury events and hospital-
ization in 17%. One or more indi-
viduals died in 12% of the physical
injury victim events,

& Offendersinjured 10,396 individuals
and killed 1,040.

& A victim was often threatened with
physical harm even though no injury
occurred. A weapon was involved in
15% of the no injury personal events.
Weaponinvolvementoccurredind5%
of personal victim events resulting in
physical injury and in. 87% of the
events resulting in death.

& An individual was penmanently im-
pairedin3% of personal victim events.

How often does personal prop-
erty loss occur during the com-

mission of an offense?

e The loss or damage of an indi-
vidual's property occurred in 60% of
the events involving a personal vic-
tim,

e Propeérty loss or damage was most
often the result of burglary (44%),
theft (30%), or forgery (9%).

o The median value of the personal
property lost or damaged was $600.
22% of the property was valued at
$100 or less and 52% was valued at
$750 or less.

e Property was recovered, at least par-
tially, in 81% of the events which
involved property loss. Restitution
was assessed in 19%.

No

Injury s

70%

Chart 57: Physical Injury to Personal Victims

Injury
30%

™

%

. Death

12%

 Hospitalized

17%

| Treatment

28%

| No Treatment

43%
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Chart 58: Proportion of Business Victims

Chart 59: Business Victimization by Offense

s

Business Victims

11,784

—  Theft
40%

— Burglary
26%

— Forgery/Fraud
20%

— Robbery
13%

—  Other
1%

Business

How often does an offense in-

volve a business victim?

& 33% of the victim offenses were com-
mitted against one or more business
victims.

v 11% of business victim events
involved both a business and a
personal victim,

v/ Agovernmententity experienced
loss or damage in 6% of the busi-
ness victim events, a non-profit
organization in 1%.

& Offenders victimized a total of
14,184 business entities.

What types of offenses involve

victimization of businesses?

e Businessentities were mostoften the
victim of a theft (40%). Burglary
accounted for 26% of the offenses
against businesses, forgery/fraud ac-
counted for 20%, and robbery ac-
counted for 13%.

& 1% ofthe offenses committed against
business victims were formally
chargedasnon-propetty crimeseven
though property loss or damage was
experienced. Theseoffenses included
homicide, aggravated assault, and
driving while intoxicated.

& Business entities were most often
victimized by a stranger or non-em-
ployee (87%). Employees were in-
volved in 13% of the crimes against
business victims.

9 The mean property loss experienced
by business victims'was $400. 27%
of the proparty involved was valued
at $100 or less and 57% was valued
at $750 or less.

& Stolen property was recovered, at
least partially, in 64% of the of-
fenses against businesses. Restitu-
tion was assessed in approximately
25% of the events.
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Total Number of Offenders and Percentage Sentenced to Prison:
Offense Categories by Nuriber of Prior Felonies

Offense

Number of Prior Felonies

0 1

SexualAssadlt

XIANEdAY
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Median Sentence in Years & Estimate Time Served for Offenders Sentenced to Prison:

Offense Categories by Number of Prior Feionies

Offense

Number of Prior Felonies

0

2 l 3

Agg Homiclde o' i

Median Sentence

KRt

20

T
35

Homiclde -~

Est. Time Served

Median Sentence

168

7.3

12.8

Agg Sex Assault

Est. Time Served

Median Sentence

Sexual Assault o

Est. Time Served

Median Sentence

App. Robbery:

Est. Time Served

Median Sentence
Est, Time Served
5! N

Robbery

Medi&n Seﬁfence
Est. Time Served

Indecency .

Median Sentence

Biueglary - Habital

Est. Time Served

Median Sentence

Drug - Delivery

Est. Time Served

Median Sentence

Drug - Possessfon -

Est, Time Served

Median Sentence
Est. Time Served

Median Senteﬁ&e
Est. Time Served

Ags(3-G) Assault -

Median Sentenéé
Ert, Time Served

Assault/Family -

Median Sentence

Burglary - Bullding

Est. Time Served

Median Sentence

Theft o

Est, Time Served

Median Sentence

Served

Median Senten.c;

Torgery/Frand

Est, Time Served

Median Sentence

Est, Time Served

Median Sentence

1.6 24

Total .

Est. Time Served

~ 6156]  5626]
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Total Number of Offenders and Percentage Sentenced to Prison:
Offense Categories by County

Offense

Dallas

El Paso

Harris

Nueces

Tarrant

Travis

# Prison
% In

Agg. Homicide 70

a4

30
88%

12
100%

- 103" .
74
0%

AT

17

100%

omicas 1
# Prison
% In

11
_39%

28 0|0

38
17

S0
47

61%

19

A At
# Frison

14

'21 Gl

45%

34

o ‘139”:,

85
61%

0%l

32
86%

% In

Sextal Assauft 5
# Prison

%in]

61%
16

7
4%

7
31
40%

100 | 6637

50
50%

Agg. Robbety
# Prison

TTs0
30
60%

- 186

168
%%

128 ]

12¢

100%

% In

i B |
2

319+
212
66%

i52

100
66%

3000

115

28
1%

35
38%

4735
311
66%

LAT3

245

52%

09

561
74%

T8 |
136

43%

# Prison
% In

908060

1356000
646

43%

744 s Is P
257
w8

# Prison

% In

89
0%

Agg(3-GY Assai
# Prison

57
216%

81

2%

257
59%

58%

# Prison

45
35%

1,092

546

50%

3,397
46%

% In

# Prison
% In

os
41

103

30
2%

1,144
46%|

Forgety/Fyaud |+
# Prison
% In

A%4%

29

9%

38%

. 2

1525
206
319,

1,230
314,

Buzg~MtrVethle
# Prison

L2160

74
M5

40%

392

271 149

3%

164

55
34%

+:3,108 -

1,310
429

%o In
Total iy sy
# Prison

%In

1971

691
35%

Lsed |

701
45%

6,853
3,578
529

3,786
1,603

42%

28,565
49

XIANHIdY
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Offenders With No Prior Felony Convictions by Number and Percentage
Sentenced to Prison: Offense Categories by County

Offense |

exar | Dallas | El Paso

Harris l Nueces ‘ Tarrant

Travis | Total

B
Ay

T

Pk i IR R et

0. |

PR E Ty

87
86%

100 2
80% 100%

39
56%

9 291
100% 79%

Homicide

<108 :VTE:V o

g s

240|374

# Prison
%o In

49
45%

40% 35%

47 8

20
57%

11 168
46%

e

S hODA L

a0

T A

2L

77
48%

85 13

35
43%

6] 277
76%

- 87 ::.n: T A

65%
i :“1'25;, i ’7 ‘

TE6

% In

22
25%

46| 0
0%

15
24%

16 114
24% 26%

239

1353 il

R

B

%o In

116
49%

71
80%

52 560
100%

Lg05

6
355%

B0 | 28 |

133

57

41
20%

6
21%

35
26%

5 316
9%

b0l

%

o In

14
11%

30| 4
22%

6
7%

11
20%

SR g K

oL

176 ]

2180 Lo 1,755

03]

20%

14

18 304

130 |

8%

i 1445 Vi :‘::e

8%
104 | 3625

286
38%

254
57%

5 1,158
5%

04|

# Prison

% In

124
8%

169
21%

30 1,770
7%

L6l

07

L1500

59
10%

Al 4L

19
13%

3Bl

# Prison
%0 In

52
14%

A9

# Prison

21
7%

o In

51
5%

UUMV SN ‘f:“ il

T 3m ]

f} Prfsaﬁ

13
4%

% In

Forgery/Frau

# Prison

43

Yo In

BurgMir Yeb |

6%

a3 | 15

# Prison
Y% In

6%

31

Total

S 7,633 .

# Prisoﬁ
Yo In

1,208

16%
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Offenders With One or More Prior Felony Convictions by Number and Percentage

Sentenced to Prison: Offense Categories by County

Offense

Bexar

Dallas

El Paso

Harris

Nueces

Tarrant

Travis

Total

Agg. Homicldg 0,

# Prison

: :l 20 ;‘ .
20
100%

:§j:::.7p_ ’

66
%4%

g

7|

115

98%

10

10

355

100%

35

1266
260

% In
Hoinfeldg " B

§ Prison

i

20

FT T

70
9%

4570
39

T35

77%

27

i % In
Agg Sexc Assault 11

& Prison

91%

T I

15
100%

104

e ,58" B

50
86%

% In

Sextal Assault. AT
¥ Prison

’ % In

B Ec i R
28

15
1009

s

Age Robbery il o foss

# Prison

i00%

90%

100%

o 97 e

97
100%

% In
Robbery i\
# Prison

100%

95%

186 |
177

% In
Tdesiney
# Prison

% ln

12

Burglary ~Habitat 7 |

# Prison

482
0%

101

% In

Drug - Defivery.

4 Prison

11657

603
92%

% In
Drug < Possessfon 11

# Prison

a :'f.:ll '059 H ’

812
%

DWI b N

# Prison

% In

169
53%

% In
Agg(3-G) Assault
# Prison

%In

38
0%

Assault/Familly 00 oo]ods

¥ Prison
% (n

Lo179

127
N%

Blirgfﬁ}j 'Bﬁlldlng D

# Prison

543
95%

Sy R

%in
Theit: 0 L

# Prison

e

720
83%

Tomy
# Prison
% In

% In

T

227
90%

Forgery/Fraud 17
# Prison
% In

iiaRT

287

74%

. 51‘.13
198
88%

Burg-Mir Yehlcle.. . 5 | .84,

# Prison

308
91%

100%

135
91%

S 1 )

36

80%

1,083
89%]

% in
O
# Prison

% In

6,182

5177
84%

s

651

558
86%

13,091
2,789
90%

17786
1,307
1%

R anY

21,745
87%)

XIANAATY

CJPC Sentencing Dynamics Stiuly




Median Sentence in Years for Offenders Sentenced to Prison:
Offense Categories by County by Criminal History

Offense

Dallas

El Paso

Harris

larrant

Total

Agg. Homicide -
Sentence- 0 Prior

' 20y

4152

30)'

0l

20y
23y

T 215
20y

25y

Nueces
1

27y

74
20}’

15y

Travis

17 e

551
20y
25y

1
N

Sentence-1 +I’r¢o.
Hmmclde i ; i

Senlence-O Prior
Sentence-1 +Prior

15y
16y

15y
9y

T

iOy
12y

86l

10y
S0y

10y
25y

Lo 343
10y
20y

AgpSex Assault
Sentence-0 Prxor
Sentence-1 +1’nor

lOy
16y

BSTYIE e

20y

v d4l e

15y

I81f:

18y

15y
12y

15y

Sexunl Assanlt

Sentence-0 Prc'or
Sentence-l +Prx‘or

i

63

10y
10!!

60y

26y

10y

12y

<185

20y

9y

12y

20y
e 1327

10y

12y

Agg.Robbery:-
Senrﬂnce 0 Pnor

10143)

10y‘

ey N

30)

v 8T
15y

e

168
10y

22y

s 1,494
10y
25y

Sentence-1 +Prxor
Robbery g

Sentence- 0 Prxor
Semence-l +Pnor

201'

12y

8y

e

25y

CLAAB0p

10y

B

212
4y
10y

-,100

1,285

Ladecency

Sentance 0 Prmr
Sentence-1 +Prior

10y

4y

T84

T

28
9y
8y

35

256

Burgliry < Habltat !

Sentence-0 Prior
Sentence-1 +Pnar

10y
5%

15y

T P

T30

5107

5y“ i

v 2,314

Drug Delivery
Sentence-0 Prior

Sentence-1 +Prior

10y

- 8891

Toa0s|

B E) B

96!

10y

6y
10y

T A,167

Drug ~Possession
Sentence-0 Prmr
Sentence-1 +Prior

15y

6y

935

7]

3,854/

Tl

3y
9y

5

6,258

DWL . i
Sentence-0 Prior
Sentence-1 + Prior

G 30Ty

Sn89
2y
3y

784

App(3-G)Assaull -
Sentence0 Prior
Sentence-1 +.”n"ar

o 170

26

2y

8y

T R

358

Assault/Family

Sentence-0 Prmr
Sentence-1 +Prior

Ty

753

. A79

420

o8l
Ty

T

%20]

Bueglary «Building

Sentence-0 Prior

14
10y

564

£ ]

47

8y

*..

1ly

1:950

Sentence ] +Prwr
Thel’t s

Sem‘ence 0 Prxar
Semence»] +Pnor

14y

9y

6y

—F70

1,653

10y

3y‘

.546)

5y”

10y

122

v 3,397

UUMY:

Senlenceoo Prior
Sentence-1 +Prior

"5y

T

240

41

©230

- 1,144

Forgeryfvaud :
Sentence-0 Prior
Sentence-l +Prior

15y

7y

330

29
9y

478

= 20064

1,230]

Burg-Mir Vehicle
Sentence-0 Prior
Senrence 1 +!’nar

10y

Sy

99

‘338

12y

- 74
Ty
9y

568

27

149

o[

1,310

Total -

10y

2,251

16,3811

'591'

13,342

701

3,596

1,603]

28,565

* Insufficient rumbers in cells.
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Total Convictions and Conviction Rate: County by Race/Ethnicity

POPULATION

Total ~ Violent Index

CONYICTIONS
Property Index

_Total Index

CONVICTION RATE
Total  Violent Index

Property Index. _ Total Index

BEXAR E L e S
Total 864,954] 4,610 593 163.0
African-American 60,373 892 119 349.5 546.6
Anglo 406,999 1,012 114 73.2 101.2]
‘ Hispanic 397,582 2706 360 3172
Total 1,399,632] 13,785 . 363.1 525.9
African-American 260,760 - 7,110 1474 2,622 4,096| 2,726.6 565.3 1,005.5 1,570.8
Anglo 932,963] 5423 216.5 279.8
 Hispanic{] 205909 17253 2137 317.6
ELPASO. /o ol ] e
Total 417,892 1,971 287.4
African-American 15,949 117 169.3 319.8
Anglo 128,185 277 29 133 162 216.1 226 103.8 126.4
o Hispanic 273,758) 1,578 231
HARRIS -
Total 2,102,477| 25,697
African-American 387,492} 14,265 1,939 3,744 5,683 3,681.4 500.4 966.2 1,466.6
Anglo 1,294,831 7,367 1,192 2,701 3,894 569.0 92.1 208.6 300.7
- Hispanic 420,154] 4,065 711 1640 2351] 9675 169.2 390.3  559.6
NUECES " (L S :
Totai 208,933} 1,564 237 748.6 1134 271.4 384.8
African-American 8,844 130 16 1,469.9 180.9 407.1 588.0
Anglo 98,0831 508 60 517.9 61.2 1774 238.6
- _ Hispanic| 6] 927 161 3500
Total 876,719} 6,853 1,213 278.0 416.3
African-American 98,844 2,809 545 1,028.9 1,580.3
Anglo 687,412} 3,219 515 157.4 2323
o Hispanic n 90,463 825 - 153 3736 542.8
Total 449,734 3,786 628 289.5 429.1
African-American 45954! 1,582 271 1,029.3 1,632.1
Anglo 319,913 1,260 175 157.2 211.9
Hispanic 83,867| 944
TOTALS v opivi e o
Total 6,320,341| 58,266 28,876
African-American 878,216] 26,904 4,394 12,524] 3,063.5 500.3
Anglo 3,868,386] 19,065 2,676 9,587 4928 69.2
Hispanic 1,573,739} 12,297 2,006 6,765| 7814 127.5

XIANHIDY
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Total Prison Sentences and Prison Rate: County by Race/Ethnicity

Total
African-American
Anglo

o ..y, Hispanic
Total
African-American
Anglo

Hispanic

African-American
Anglo

Total
African-American
Anglo

African-American
Anglo

African-American
Anglo

‘ ;I;otél o

Hispanic

Hispanic|

Total|

ispanic|

Total|

POPULATION

864,954

60,373
406,999
7,

1,399,632
260,760
932,963
205,909
7.89
15,949

128,185
273,758

2,102,477
387,492
1,294,831
420,154

208,933
8,844
98,083
102,006

876,719

98,844
687,412
0,46

449,734

Tolal

505
338

591

13,342
8,306
3,138
1,898

701
51

215

435

1,815
1,451

1,603

PRISONS
Violent Index

1,332
953
266

2,177
1,238
376
363

360
233

43

Property Index  Total Index

136

2,476
1457
833

29
283

4,398
2,403

1,245
750

676
475

539

234
186

3,808 4559
2410 14757 365.5
1,099]  216.0 28.5

6,575 634.6 103.5
3,641} 2,143.5 319.5
1,821] 2423 44.5
1,113} 4517 86.4

1,036
708

1,836.2
211.1
3

3564

PRISON RATE
perty Index  Total Index

119.8

962 94.1

African-American 45,954 746 206 194 400| 1,623.4 448.3 422.2 8704
Anglo 319913 451 99 225 324 141.0 309 70.3 10L.3

Hispanic 83,867 406 118 120 238 143.1 283.8

Total 6,320,341 5,299 . 1.

African-American 878,216| 15,302 2,877 4,880 7,757} 1,742.4 327.6 555.7 883.3
Anglo 3,868,386] 7,677 1,314 2,996 4,304 198.5 34.0 773 111.3

Hispanic 1,573,739 5,586 1,108 2,098 3,206 355.0 70.4 133.3 203.7
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Offense Groups by County by Prior Criminal History

OFFENSE GROUY BEXAR DALLAS EL PASQO HARRIS
Number % In Number Number %1n Number % In
66T | 1% | 254 7% | 329 | A% | 4d61|  56%

No Priors| 426 59% 1,421 33% 262 31% 2,494 32%
Prior Probation Only 98 85% 314 83% 29 6% 382 79%
Prior Prison Scatence 143 99% 808 91% 38 95% 1,284 949

Prior Probation Only
Prior Prison Seatence

DRUGS -

No Priors
Prior Probation Only
Prior Prison Scntence;

Prior Probation Caly
Prior Prison Seatence

No Priors
Prior Probation Only]
Prior Prison Scntence

TOTAL .

Prior Probation Only
Prior Prison Sentence

No Priors]

OFFENSE GROUP

VIOLENT 0oy

No Priors

Prior Probation Only
Prior Prison Sentence; 89 92% 400 98% 230 98% 2,992 94%
PROPERTY. T T T
No Priors 362 6% 1,485 5% 882 13% 12,952 12%
Prior Probation Caly 99 67%) 435 T1% 220 42% 2,912 70%
Prior Prison Seatence] 216 97%) 1,109 99% 568 80% 8,273 94%
DRUGS i s i) 505310 7 41% Eity , e g G819
No Priors} 364 20% 1,239 34%) 553 6% 11,781 25%
Prior Probation Only 71 79% 244 78% 171 47% 2472 72%
Prior Prison Seatence 96 95% 635 93% 302 92% 6,006 95%
INDECENCY ., | 30 .| 4% Tl | E% | w6 | 3%
No Priors 18 22% 56 20% 603 15%
Prior Probation Only| 9 89%, 11 36% 110 63%
Prior Prison Sentence! 3 100%| 24 83%, 112 88%
WL T ( B TR 350, A9 : 23% T2,980 26% T
No Priors] 35 20% 150 0% 1,888 12%
Prior Probation Only 15 47% 72 36%) 511 40%
Prior Prison Scntence 12 58% 98 47% 591 59%!
TOTAL © v 401,564 71 45% | 6,853 82% 23,786 ) 42%] 58,266 | - 49%
No Priors| 916 16% 3,745 21% 1,999 15%) 33,149 21%
Prior Probation Only 233 70% 908 75% 566 50% 7,143 70%
Prior Prison Sentence 416 94% 2,200 97% 1,221 84% 17,975 93%

XIANAIDY
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Number of Offenders and Percentage Sentence to Prison:
Incident Characteristics by Offense Type

VIOLENT PROPERTY DRUG INDECENCY
, 469 i epal
% 34.5% 31.0%
{# Prison 2,669 3,942
% in 76.9% 62.8%

%
# Prison 1,840
% in 63.4%| -

3rd Degree

Y%
# Prison 1,230

- 0.4%
3
100.0%

14

Multiple Felonies

# Prison 1,584 2,216 2,243 79
% in 72.0% 58.7% 72.3% 46.2%
# Prison 2,229 2,130 0 65
% in 69.7% 47.5% 0.0% 37.6%
# Prison
% in
Death 5
D
# Prison 727 10 0
% in T77.1% 100.0% 0.0%
Property Damage/Loss| .0 - 40180 7 liimaass)io g
%o 47.0% 100.0% 0.0%
# Prison 2,881 11,359 0
% in 71.7% 47.1% 0.0%
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m

Percentage of Offenders within Offense Groups and Age Categories by Race/Ethnicity

OFFENSE TYPE AGE CATEGORY
Yiolent LT21 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-50 51+ TOTAL | %Race
B 270 5%
] | e 100%
50% 47% 45% 40%
523 ) 566 626 556 355 270 122 3,018 30%
% Race, within Age 22% 27% 30% 35% 39% 39% 40%
Hispanle 577 486 478 316 194 143 60 2,254 22%
| WAges within Race |
% Race, within Age
TOTAL 100%
U %Ape (Total)
OFFENSE TYPE AGE CATEGORY
Property LT21 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-50 51+ TOTAL | %Race
African-American 927 42%
A g, within
% Race, within Age 31% 42% 50% 56% 45% 37% 37%
Apgo 35%
L hgewithinRace. |l
|% Race, within Age
Hispanic A 23%
' %Age,within Rate || - | A
|% Race, within Age 31% 24% 19% 16% 18% 16% 16%
TOTAL | 6810 100%
L Age (Total) | 288
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OFFENSE TYPE AGE CATEGORY
Drug LT21 | 2125 | 2630 | 31-35 | 3640 | 4150 | 51+ | TOTAL [ %Race
[[atrican-American 2123 2,360 2346]  1268] 860 236] 57%

% Race, within Age 56% 51% 56% 58% 49% 45%
Anglo 27%
% Race, within Age 18%  |26% 2%  |28%  |26%  |29% 349
Hispanic 322 722 768 358 384 113]  3,303]  16%
0%
% Race, within Age 21%
TOTAL 20,208]  100%
L s
OFFENSE TYPE AGE CATEGORY
Indecency LT21 | 2125 | 2630 | 3135 | 3640 | 41-50 51+ | TOTAL | %kace
African-American 4 25 25 22 29 18 7 130 16%
\% Race, withinAze _|16% 24% 19% 15%  120% 3% |1%
Anglo 39 44 63 78 65 73 63 425 51%
" ge,wrt A b
% Race, within Age l61% 42% 48% 549 45% 51% 66%
Hispanic 21 36 42 45 49 52 26 271 33%
Ag 0%.
% Race, within Age 33% 34% 32% 31% 34% 36% 27%
100%

TOTAL

Yo ge (Tolat) |
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OFFENSE TYPE AGE CATEGORY
DWI LT21 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-50 51+ TOTAL | %Race
13%
%l.?a‘c.'é,“wz in Age
Avglo 4%
%Rt;;‘e, wi‘t unAge 8% 48% )
33%
100%
OFFENSE TYPE AGE CATEGORY
All Offenses LT21 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-50 51+ TOTAL | %Race
46%
33%
e 21%
o Tdge, withi
% Race, within Age
TOTAL 11948]  11889] 9785 8,161[ 100%
. Tdge(Toml) | 2P| 20% 100%

Note: Missing data on offender age resulted in a total number of offenders less than 58,266.
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PROPERTY DRUGS
Number in & No Prioes th # No Priors thn

RACEETH .17 oA 2952} d ’ 2,929

Afebm. 210,189 409} Lig 025l 1,508

Row % 53% 25%
2%

Hispinis 1] i 236 A% 5] Tsa) S is| el aom 645

Row % 54% 66% 35% 52% 63% 31%
23%

: i 015 378, " e,507) 2,223 1T 3684 776

Row % % 67% 29% 40% 7% 21%
30% 5%

. ,.2'929

2,.307]

26%

623

21%

2,928

537

22%

Al sa2)i ol : 2,00 2497 548

Row % 0% 60% 6% 48% 54% 1% 50% 60% 22%
2%

‘A 556 615

24%
19%

73,303 703

32%
14%

A0S 525

26%
17%
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INDECENCY

DWI

TOTAL

ih

¥ No Priors

ih

Nixnber

th § No Priors

n

Nunber ih & No Prios #In

[RACEETH .

LR esel

233

58,266 G 68200

Row %

Row %

Row %

AfrAm s

Aniglo g

16%
el

33%

Chaas|

S1%

55%|

:;,‘_3";v:‘\ 213 ‘::':.‘.‘v

7$%

75%

39917

13%

LA e

25% 65%

428 , 1,065 REERASS

26% 66%

14%

L
12%

129]
2%

12,939
2%

Sh26,504) B

46%
12,297 ‘1,755
22%

21%
19,068 2,128
17%

3%

GENDER

igagh e e

28,566 S8

Male!: {1 <
Row %

Row %

Bemale " |

9% 3%

13%

5894

22%

S 25514
52%

VIEROTI 0800 e 927
34% 72% 14%

AGE

'6,820]

Under 21
Row %

21,85
Row %

Row %
35350
Row %

36 and Over
Row %

8%

13%

o

16%

B V-1 RS

18%
iiagy

46%

13%

oo

AT
17%

5%

vl

24%

595] T

20%
1488

50%

4%

o, 114
3%

1,703

33% 18%

1,360
20%

171,382
22%

L89S
53%

11,199
27%

gl sl
59%

S LTS
52% 48% 20%

Note: Overall totals may vary, due fo missing data in the age category.
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