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W SOUTW CRIRAL COVnCT IO PEAIONAL, CWIINEG DOTRD
FPINAL IIARNATIVE PEPORT
ATL--L176-407
A70--1%76-4000
The South Central Connocticut fedional Crire Sguad has boen
active nev for twe vears. During thin time the effectivencss and the

valuz ¢f the Teoicnal Crime Sauad concept hes been proven over and
over again, not only in South Central Connacticut but throvghout the
state as well. It's heen proven noﬁ cnly by the sheer volume of
arrests made but by the excellent conviction rate (demcnstrating the

value of the evidence gathered) and the quality on-the-job training

that scauad members receive.

The premisc behind the Squad, to reitarate hriefly, is that of

mobility and flexibility. Individuals engacged in criminel activity

have naver recognized local political bounndaries. Their illicit

business has never stopped at the county or town line. Yheir

on outgside the law has provided them with the advantage of

[

posit
nobility, an advantage local law enforceraent agencles were not able
to enjov. To nullify and erase that advantage, the concent of
regional crime squads was developead. Here was an orgauization

that could owerate over a wide number of towns, with the added

advantage of having individuals who were unknown to local criminals
as law enforcement officers. Law enforcement versonnel are no

longer hampered by city or town boundaries in their attermts to
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noeration and liaisen with them. It has demonstrated it ability
(‘C)ﬁ‘. OV ACLG Clliv et vl OO T
. g er 3 - ' boe o ] 3 a].'COtiCS
to monitor and control organized garbling and traffic in n _
' R SEC RN § - 1 -he
nd other dangerous drugs. Tis investigations have led to t
an L1620 I 2 B Gr eh

R B e 2C - ; - - 1
1 2001 n Of a numnaey O ln(il Vic d(.!ls) C‘.ll - 3 (-l tO ])( lll‘}h Lp n
< ')|).l (.«-1..”. 1510 D) € IX

the ecriminal hieraxchy.

e C i Reqgi 1. Crir levotes
The South Central Connecticut Regiondl Crine Squad d
3 i e narcoti u *fic and
most of its energies towards combating the narcotics traff
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illegal gambling acti ity. They have not nroven reluctant ho
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i 1 Siget a1ad them there.
to go into other arcas should their investigetions lee

Primarily however it is narcotics and ¢ambling tha? occupy»
their attention. Harcotics is a large and lucrative enterprise for
criminal organizations. Its tentacles reach around the ql?be from
the povpy fields in the Near and TFar Last through Iurope aéd South
America into the strects of virtually every city in the United
States. The profits are huqe'and the cost to the country and

individual states is immense.

Gambling is the largest single source of revenue for organized
crime, bringing in several million dollars annually in Connecticut
alone. Money from this source is used to finance other criminal
activities such as loan sharking, "enforcer" techniques, protection
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Virtually no town or city in the region has escoped from

such activity, yet local departnents ofidan lack adaguite manpover

and rosources to effectively control or ecambiai i+t Thig lack of

manpower hampers or prevents these departments from utilizing

sufficient surveillance techniques or providing saturation-tvpe

investigations. The size of the department also aids the criminal

in recognizing members of the loecal department. This manpower

deficiency also prevents the departments from building a pool of

specialized investigators in these fields., The South Central

Connecticut Regional Crime Squad strives to fill this gap.
The objcctives of the Regional Crime Squad have been stated

in previons reports. Briecfly they are:

1) To concentrate on prevention of crime and the détection
and apprehension of persons engaged in crime.

2) To collect, store, and disseminate intelliqgence ‘
information.

3) To provide a mobile, organized, experienced source of
manpower to the local departments that it serves.

4)

To develop in its memhors investigatory slills and
expertise.

OPEPATINNS
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The size of the Regional Crine Squad will vary depending on
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Cime .  The gduvad has moeoaoed to maintain its strength betweaen 7

and 10 full time personnel under the commend of a Detective Serqean£
Sram the Hew llaven Police Devarceent. Hardern, Milford, West Haven,
vallingford, Horth Haven, Hew Havon, Meriden, Orange and the Connec-

ticur Stote Police have all contributed men at one time or another.

The Pegional Crine Squad works closely with the New Haven
Intelligence and Cambling and Narcotics Divisions and maintains
liaison with the other departments through the Chief or a special
liaison officer assigned by him. The Squad is desianed to supplement,
not supnplant, investigations by the local departments. To this end,
whoroever and whenever possible, such investigations are left to local
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offi~i~lg . Leconl deopormtments are notificd of eqguzd opcrations in

their respective tovns.

In the fall of 1971, a reorganization of the Pegional Crime
ﬁquads throudhout the State was proposed and accented. THQ Statewide
Enforcement Coordinating Committee was devised. It was to act as
recipiont of all grant funds and centralize intelligence and staff
operations. Because of the pending implemantation of this unit,
only partial funding was made avai}ablc to local sauads, so that the

bulk of the funds would be available when SICC began operations.

Despite the necessary budget limitations, the South Central
Connacticut Negional Crime Squad continued its operations, although

the coale of itg onerations were roduned, TIn November of that vear,

a lona investigation into gaembling activity throuachout the raaion

was culminated in the aporehension of numarous individuals, including

many key figures in the operation.

As the tight financial situation continued, the Squad utilized
this period to clear a backlog of cases and administrative details.
A rotation of personnel occurred at the same time and the new
members were given the necded orientation and introducticn into the
In March, due to nersonnel reassignrents within

squads operation.

the New Haven Department, a new Sergeant assumed command of the Squad.

During the-period of October, 1971 and March of 1972, the
Srnitrh Cmn+f31 Connecticut Peaienal Orime Scuad made 112 arrests for
sale, narcotics, gaming, »nool selling ancd policy playine, 108
gambling investigations and 24 arrests for charges such as obscenity,
sale of firearms, prostitution, etc. These arrests were made in 10
towns in the region, pointing out the wide coverage the squad gives

to the region.

Also during this period, narcotic sales totaled 69, 31 of which

were sales of heroin. Again this activity covered much of thmn South
g )

Central Connecticut Region. Warrants issued during this period

number 280, 82 for gambling.

These statistics give a brief picture, by no means comnlate, of

the activity of the Regional Crime Squad. It points out the basic
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given the proper lezdersbip and support and it shows what the srquad
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is carpable of even in the face of monetary rostrictions.
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