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In 1991, 2.2% of Federal and State prison 
inmates -17,479 of 792,176 inmates held 

•
n U.S. prisons-were infected with the 
. uman immunodeficiency virus (HIV) that 
causes AIDS. Of the total prison popu-
lation 0.6% exhibited symptoms of HIV 
infection, including 0.2% with confirmed 
AIDS. 

This report uses data from three Bureau of 
Justice Statistics (BJS) data series. Some 
information on prisoners with HIV comes 
from the annual reports made by State and 
Federal correctional authorities (National 
Prisoner Statistics or NPS). Other data on 
prisoner characteristics and drug use 
resulted from interviews with inmates 
(1991 Survey of Inmates in State 
Correctional Facilities). Jail data were 
provided by the Nation's 503 largest jail 
jurisdictions (1992 Annual Survey of Jails). 

Additional findings about HIV in U.S. 
prisons and jails include the following: 

• State prisons reported 2.3% of inmates 
were HIV positive, and Federal prisons 
reported 1.0%. 

• Of HIV-positlve Inmates in State or 

•
ederal prisons, 9.6% had confirmed 

;.\IDS. In State prisons in the West, 
21.1 % of HIV-positive inmates had AIDS. 

• All prison jurisdictions tested at least 
some inmates for HIV; 17 tested all 
prisoners. 

• In 1991, 28% of all deaths in State pris­
ons were attributable to AIDS. Between 
July 1, 1991, and June 30, 1992,24% 
of deaths in jails were AIDS related. 

• In 1991, about 51 % of Sta'~e prison 
inmates reported having been tested 
for HIV and knowing the results. 

Because of their comparatively high rates 
of drug abuse, jail and prison inmates are 
at greater risk of contracting AIDS. In 
1991 an estimated 1 in 4 State prisoners 
had been using cocaine or crack in the 
month before their imprisonment offense, 
and about 1 in 10 reported use of heroin 
or other opiates. During their lives, nearly 
1 in 4 State prisoners had used 
a needle to inject illegal drugs. 

This report provides the most recent 
information from BJS statistical programs 
covering State prisons and the largest 
jails nationwide on AIDS testing and the 
prevalence of AIDS and HIV seropositi­
vity: It also provides information from 
State prisoners reporting on their per­
sonal characteristics and how these 
relate to HIV test results. 

• In 1991, among those prison inmates 
tested, an estimated 3.3% of women, 3.7% 
of Hispanics, and 3.7% of those between 
age 35 and 44 tested positive to HIV. 

• In 1991, an estimated 0.8% of tested 
prison inmates who said they never used 
drugs were HIV positive, as were 2.5% 
who ever used drugs, 4.9% who used 
needles to inject drugs, and 7.1 % who 
shared needles. 

September 1993 

Nationwide, prison authorities in 1991 
reported that 2.2% of those confined in 
State and Federal facilities had tested 
positive for HIV. That same year, in a 
nationally representative sample survey 
of State prisoners, 2.2% were estimated 
to be HIV positive, based upon Interviews 
with prisoners. These comparable rates 
suggest that Important and useful infor­
mation about HIV exposure can be 
reliably obtained from prisoners. 

On behalf of the Bureau, I express appre­
ciation to authorities at the Centers for 
Disease Control for guidance in develop­
ing questions in our collection instru­
ments and to State and local correctional 
authorities who supplied data. I also 
thank the nearly 14,000 inmates 
participating in our survey in 1991. 

Lawrence A. Greenfeld 
Acting Director 
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Data sources 

The NPS-1 program Includes midyear and 
yearend numbers and movements of 
prison inmates, provided to BJS by the 
departments of corrections in the 50 

States and the District of Columbia and 
by the U.S. Bureau of Prisons. In 1991 
questions were added to the yearend 
report to determine the numbers of HIV­
positive prisoners and the department 
policies on testing for the virus. 

Table 1. Inmates In custody of 'State or Federal correctional authorities 
known to be positive for the human ImmunodeficIency virus, yearend 1991 

HIVIAIDS cases 
TYoe of HIV Infection/AIDS cases as a percent of total 

Jurisdiction Total As~mQtomatic S~mQtomatic Confirmed AIDS custod~ QOQulation 

U.S. total 17,479 12.765 3.032 1.682 2.2% 

Federal 630 422 91 117 1.0 
State 16.849 12.343 2.941 1.565 2.3 

Northeast 10.247 7,420 1.922 905 8.1% 

Connecticut 574 229 264 81 5.4 
Maine 1 1 0 0 .1 
Massachusetts 484 100 362 22 5.3 
New Hampshire 18 8 6 4 1.2 
NewJersey 756 0 694 62 4.0 
New York 8,000 6.833 474 693 13.8 
Pennsylvania 313 247 34 32 1.3 
Rhode Island 98 0 88 10 3.5 
Vermont 3 2 0 1 .3 

Midwest 1.128 733 268 127 .7% 

illinois 299 216 66 17 1.0 
Indiana 62 60 0 2 .5 
Iowa 19 17 0 2 .5 
Kansas 13 1 6 6 .2 
Michigan 390 124 194 72 1.1 
Minnesota 14 1~ 1 0 .4 
Missouri 127 125 0 2 .8 
Nebraska 11 10 1 0 .4 
North Dakota 1 1 0 0 .2 
Ohio 152 129 0 23 .4 
South Dakota - - - -- -
Wisconsin 40 37 0 3 .5 

South 4.314 3.513 513 288 1.5% 

Alabama 178 178 0 0 1.1 
Arkansas 68 59 5 4 .9 
Delaware 85 78 0 7 2.6 
O:strict of Columbia - - - - -
Florida 1.105 1.015 0 90 2.4 
Georgia 807 774 10 23 3.4 
Kentucky 27 25 0 2 .3 
Louisiana 100 100 0 0 .7 
Maryland 478 324 135 19 2.5 
Mississippi 106 106 0 0 1.3 
North Carolina 170 116 35 19 .9 
Oklahoma 74 64 0 10 .7 
South Carolina 316 298 0 18 2.0 
Tennessee 28 0 20 8 .3 
Texas 615 251 307 57 1.2 
Virginia 152 121 0 31 .9 
West Virginia 5 4 1 0 .3 

West 1.160 677 238 245 • 7% 

Alaska 9 7 0 2 .4 
Arizona 84 74 0 10 .5 
California 714 407 136 171 .7 
Colorado 82 37 41 4 1.0 
HawaII 19 17 1 1 .8 
Idaho 10 3 3 4 .5 
Montana 7 7 0 0 .5 
Nevada 117 72 39 6 2.0 
New Mexico 10 10 0 0 .3 
Oregon 24 11 12 1 .4 
Utah 35 0 5 30 1.3 
Washington 42 32 0 10 .5 
Wyoming 7 0 1 6 .6 

-Not reported. 
Source: 1991 National Prisoner Statlstlcs-1. 
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The 1991 Survey of Inmates in State 
Correctional Facilities questioned a • 
nationally representative sample of almost 
14,000 State prisoners about current 
offenses, prior drug use and treatment, 
personal characteristics, and other aspects 
of their life. Questions on whether prison-
ers had ever been tested for HIV and the 
results of the test were included in the 
interviews. 

The An~ual Survey of Jails obtains data 
on populations and movements of jail 
inmates. The sample includes all jail 
jurisdictions with 100 or more inmates and 
a sample of smaller jurisdictions. The 503 
large jail jurisdictions provide figures on 
deaths in jails. In 1992, the Jurisdictions 
that were the largest in 1991 were asked 
to indicate their policies for testing for HIV 
and numbers of HIV prisoners they were 
holding on June 30, 1992. (For further 
description of data sources, see 
Methodology.) 

Prevalence of HIV Infection 
in U.S. prisons 

In 1991,·2.2% of Federal and State prison 
inmates were reported to have the human • 
immunodeficiency virus that causes AIDS 
(table 1). In State prisons, 2.3% of in-
mates were reported testing HIV-positive; 
in Federal prisons, 1.0%. Of the total 
prison population, 0.6% showed symptoms 
of HIV infection, including 0.2% with 
confirmed AIDS. 

States reporting the highest percentage· 
of prisoners infected with HIV were New 
York (13.8%), Connecticut (5.4%), 
Massachusetts (5.3%), New jersey (4.0%), 
Rhode Island (3.5%), and Georgia (3.4%). 
Twenty-nine States reported less than 
1.0%. The percentage of inmates in prison 
on December 31, 1991, and known to be 
HIV positive is related in part to the testing 
policies of the individual prisons or depart-­
ments of corrections . 

States in the Northeast led the country 
in the percentage of inmates known to be 
infected with HIV (8.1 %). Five of the six 
States with the highest rates of HIV-positive. 
prisoners were In the Northeast. By 
contrast, States in the Midwest and West 
had less than 1 % of prisoners with HIV. • 
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Tabls 2. Testing policies tor the antibody to the human Immunodeficiency virus 
that causes AIDS, by Jurisdiction, 1991 

All Incoming 
Inmates 

Alabama 
Colorado 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Iowa 
Michigan 
Mississippi 
Mlasouri 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
North Dakota 
Oklahoma 
Rhode Island 
Utah 
Wyoming 

All Inmates 
currently 
In custody 

Rhode Island 
Utah 
Wyoming 

All Inmates 
attlmeof 
release 

Alabama 
Federal 
Missouri 
Nevada 
Wyoming 

Note: States CQuid report more.than one policy. 

High-risk 
groups 

Arkansas 
Connecticut 
Dlst. of Col. 
illinois 
Indiana 
Kentucky 
Minnesota 
New York 
North Carolina 
Ohio 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee" 
Texas 
West Virginia 

Upon clinical 
Upon Inmate Indication 
request of need 

Alaska Alaska 
Arizona Arizona 
Arkansas California 
Ca:lifornla Colorado 
Colorado Connecticut 
Connecticut Delaware 
Delaware Dlsl.ofCol. 
Dlsl.olCol. Federal 
Federal Florida 
Florida Georgia 
Georgia Hawallb 

HawaII illinois 
Indiana Indiana 
Kansas Kansas 
Kentucky Kentucky 
Louisiana Louisiana 
Maine Maryland 
Maryland Massachusetts 
Massachusetts Michigan 
Michigan Minnesota 
Minnesota Mississippi 
Missouri Missouri 
New Hampshire Montana 
New York New Hampshire 
North Carolina New Jersey 
Ohio New Mexico 
Oregon New York 
Pennsylvania North Carolina 
t:hode Island Ohio 
South Carolina Oregon 
South D<'Ikota Pennsylvania 
Tennessee" Rhode Island 
Texas South Carolina 
Vermont Tennessee" 
Virginia Texas 
Washington Virginia 
West Virginia Washington 
Wisconsin West Virginia 
Wyoming Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Clncomlng Inmates upon consent. 

Upon 
Involvement Random 
In Incident sample Other 

California Arkansas Hawalic 

Florid~ Dlsl.ofCol. illinois 
Hawaii Federal Mississippi 
Kentucky Maryland New Jersey 
Louisiana Massachusetts New Mexlcoc 

Maryland New York North Carolina 
Massachusetts Wyoming Oregon 
Michigan South Carolina 
Minnesota Tennessee" 
Missouri Washington 
New Hampshire Wlsconslnc 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
Ohio 
South Carolina 
Tennessee" 
Texas 
Virginia 
Wyoming 

"Following CDC guidelines, counseling, and Inmate consent. 
bUpon Inmate consenl. 

Source: 1991 National Prisoner Statlstlcs-l. 

Of the inmates who tested HIV-positive, 
73.0% of them were asymptomatic and 
17.3% had symptoms but had not 
developed AIDS. The remaining 9.7% 
had AIDS. The West had the highest 
percentage of HIV-posltlve Inmates with 
confirmed AIDS (21.1%), compared to the 
Northeast (8.8%), Midwest (11.3%), and 
South (6.7%). 

Prison policies for testing for HIV 

All the States, the District of Columbia, and 
the U.S. Bureau of Prisons tested inmates 
for HIV on some basis (table 2). Seven­
teen jurisdictions tested all prisoners, either 
at admission, release, or during custody. 

•
The remaining 35 jurisdictions tested 
at least some inmates. 

Thirty-nine of the 52 jurisdictions tested 
If asked by an Inmate and 40 if an Inmate 
exhibited symptoms suggestive of HIV 
infection. 

Testing policy 

All Incoming Inmates 
All Inmates currently In custody 
All inmates at time of release 
High risk groups 
Upon Inmate request 
Upon clinical Indication of need 
Upon Involvement In Incident 
Random sample 
Other 

Number of 
jurisdictions 

16 
3 
5 

15 
39 
40 
20 

7 
11 

Note: Detail adds to more than 52 because 
Ii jurisdiction may have more than one polley. 

Deaths In prison 

During 1991, for every 1,000 inmates, 2.5 
deaths occurred in State correctional 
facilities (table 3). Among the 10 States 
with the largest prison popUlations, New 
York had the highest rate of death, about 
5.6 deaths per 1,000 inmates. 
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Table 3. Number of prison deaths per 
1,000 Inmates for all States and the 
10 States with the largest prison 
populations, 1991 

Rate of deaths 
Total perl ,000 
prison Total Inmates In 
population deaths, 1991 midyear 

Jurisdiction 6/30/91 1991 population' 

All States 735,198 1,863 2.5 

California 101,995 135 1.3 
New York 56,530 318 5.6 
Texas 50,611 111 2.2 
Florida 46,233 133 2.9 
Michigan 35,324 56 1.6 
Ohio 33,715 41 1.2 
illinois 28,941 55 1.9 
Georgia 23,300 62 2.7 
Pennsylvania 22,710 83 3.7 
New Jersey 22,346 96 4.3 

"To calculate a rate of Inmate deaths per 1,000 
Inmates, the midyear population Is used as an 
approximation to the average population 'exposed 
to risk' of death during the year. 
Source: National Prisoner Statlstlcs-l. 



AIDS· related deaths 
Table 4. AIDS-related deaths reported for State prisons, 1991 

Of the 1,863 deaths of prison inmates Total AIDS-related deaths AIDS-related deaths as 
in 1991,528 - or 28% -_. died of AIDS Jurisdiction deaths Total Male Female a percent of all deaths 

(table 4). In New York and New Jersey U.S. total' 1,863 528 513 15 28.3% 
two-thirds of the reported deaths were 
caused by AIDS. These 2 States also had Northeast 612 315 304 11 51.5% 

the largest number of AIDS-related deaths, Connecticut 75 11 11 a 14.7 
Maine 4 a a a a 

210 in New York and 66 in New Jersey. Massachusetts 27 8 8 a 29.6 
Twenty-one States had no AIDS-related New Hampshire 6 a a a a 
deaths. New Jersey 96 66 66 a 68.8 

NewYork 318 210 199 11 66.0 
Pennsylvania 83 19 '19 a 22.9 

Of inmates who died of AIDS in prison. Rhode Island 3 1 1 a 
3% were women. Eleven of the 15 women Vermont a a a a a 

who died of AIDS were imprisoned in the Midwest 236 20 20 a 8.5% 

Northeast. Illinois 55 10 10 a 18.2 
Indiana 27 5 5 a 18.5 

Extent of HIV testing of State prison 
Iowa 3 a a a a 
Kansas 10 2 2 a 20.0 

inmates Michigan' 56 a 
Minnesota 10 a a a a 
Missouri 20 a a a a 

Based on Interviews with State prison Nebraska 2 a a a a 
inmates for the 1991 Survey of Inmates North Dakota a a a a a 
in State Correctional Facilities, about half Ohio 41 2 2 a 4.9 

South Dakota 7 a a a a 
of State prison inmates knew they had Wisconsin 5 1 1 a " 
been tested for the HIV and reported the 

South 775 148 145 3 19.1 % 
result of the test. 

Alabama 52 a a a a 
Arkansas 22 1 1 a 4.5 
Delaware 6 2 2 a " Percent of Dlstrictof Columbia' State prison Florida 133 59 57 2 44.4 HIV testing inmates Georgia 62 13 13 a 21.0 

Reported HIV-test results 51.2% Kentucky 22 2 2 a 9.1 
Had never been tested 32.2 Louisiana 35 a a a a 
Did not know if they had been Maryland 42 14 13 1 33.3 

tested 9.0 Mississippi 16 1 1 0 6.3 
Had been tested but North Carolina 46 14 14 a 30.4 

did not know the results 7.5 Oklahoma 32 3 3 a 9.4 
Refused to report whether they South Carolina 49 12 12 a 24.5 

had been tested or refused Tennessee 37 1 1 a 2.7 
to report the test results .1 Texas 111 18 18 a 16.2 

Virginia 106 8 8 a 7.5 
Total number of inmates 711,643 WestVlrglnla 4 a a a a 

Source: SUNey of Inmates in State West 240 45 44 1 18.8% 
Correctional Facilities, 1991 Alaska 1 a a a a 

Arizona 34 4 4 a 11.8 
California 135 38 37 1 28.1 
Colorado 10 1 1 a 10.0 
Hawaii 2 1 1 a " 
Idaho 7 1 1 a 
Montana 8 a a 0 a 
Nevada 9 a a a a 
New Mexico 5 a a 0 0 
Oregon 15 a 0 a a 
Utah 4 a a a a 
Washington 9 0 0 0 0 
Wyoming 1 0 0 0 0 

"Not calculated on fewer than 1 0 deaths. 
-Not reported. 
'The Federal Bureau of Prisons and the departments of corrections for the District of Columbia 
and Michigan did not report whether Inmates died from AIDS-related causes. 
Source: 1991 National Prisoner Statistics-i. 

• 
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Table 6. State prison Inmates ever tested for the human Immunodeficiency virus 
and results, by selected characteristics, 1991 

Percent of all Tested Inmates who reeorted results 
inmates who Percent who 

Characteristic were ever tested Number were HIV eositive 

All inmates 51.2% 364,515 2.2% 

Sex 
Male 50.3% 338,608 2.1% 
Female 66.8 25,907 3.3 

RacelHlspanlc origin 
White non-Hispanic 52.6% 132.594 1.1% 
Slack non-Hispanic 52.1 168,873 2.6 
Hispanic 46.0 54,563 3.7 
Other 50.5 8,485 .9 

Sex and racelHlspanlc origin 
Male 

White non-Hispanic 51.7% 123,020 1.0% 
Black non-Hispanic 51.2 156,866 2.5 
Hispanic 45.2 51,103 3.5 

Female 
White non-Hispanic 68.3% 9,574 1.9% 
Black non-Hispanic 67.3 12,007 3.5 
Hispanic 62.7 3,460 6.8 

Age 
240ryounger 50.2% 78,242 .8% 
25-34 53.1 172,772 2.1 
35-44 51.1 62,614 3.7 
45-54 47.0 21,832 1.9 
550rolder 41.0 9,105 .7 

Offense 
Violent 47.9% 157,224 1.4% 
Property 56.8 99,103 2.7 
Drug 52.4 78,729 3.2 
Public-order 52.1 25,266 2.1 

Criminal history 
No previous sentence 47.6% 63,879 1.3% 
Violent recidivists 50.3 171,302 2.0 
Nonviolent recidivists 55.6 124,044 2.8 

Source: Survey of Inmates in State Correctional Facilities, 1991. 

Table 6. State prison Inmates testing positive for the human Immunodeficiency 
virus, by drug and needle use, sex, racalHlspanlc' origin, age, and offense 

Women were more likely than men to know 
if they had been tested and whether the 
results were positive or negative - as 
were non-Hispanics compared to 
Hispanics, those under age 45 compared 
to older prisoners, offenders imprisoned 
for property, drug, or public-order offenses 
compared to those in prison for violent 
offenses, and recidivists compared to first 
timers (table 5). 

HIV test results, by Inmate 
characteristics 

For inmates reporting test results, a higher 
percentage of women than men tested HIV 
positive (3.3% to 2.1 %). Hispanics were 
more likely than blacks and blacks were 
more likely than whites to have antibodies 
to HIV (3.7%, 2.6%, and 1.1%). 

An estimated 6.8% of Hispanic women 
were HIV positive, as were 3.5% of black 
women and 3.5% of Hispanic men" Among 
white inmates, 1.9% of the women and 1 % 
of the men were positive. 

Inmates 35 to 44 years of age were more 
likely than those in other age groups to be 
HIV positive; 3.7% were positive. 

Inmates in prison for drug, property, and 
public-order offenses were more likely than 
violent offenders to be HIV positive. 

Recidivists were more likely to be HIV 
positive than inmates who had not 
previously served a sentence to either 
probation or a term in a correctional facility. 

HIV results, by drug and needle use 

About a fourth of all State prison inmates 
had used a needle to inject illegal drugs: 
About 4 in 10 inmates who had used drugs 
in the month before the offense for which 
they were sentenced had injected drugs at 
some time; about 2 in 10 had ever shared a 
needle. 

For inmates reporting test results, drug 
users had higher positive HIV rates than 
inmates who never used drugs (2.5% 
versus 0.8%) (table 6). Needle use further 
increased the likelihood of being HIV 
positive; 4.9% of inmates who had used 
needles to inject drugs and 7.1 % who had 
shared needles were HIV positive. 

'See Survey of State Prison Inmates, 1991, BJS 
report, NCJ-136949, March 1993, p. 25. 
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Although women and men who never used 
drugs had the same HIV rates (less than 
1 %), those women who used drugs and 
who used needles had higher infection 
rates than men with the same drug 
practices. Ten percent of women a,nd 

Table 7. State prison Inmates testln9 
positive for human Immunl'ldeflclancy 
virus, by security (Gllal and size 
of facWty, 1991 

State 'prison Numberotinmstes Percent 
pilaraotcrist!c: .~~I;ng test, results positive 

Seeurlty level 
Maximum 39,440 2.0% 
M6dium 183,172 2.0% 
Minimum 85,804 2.1% 
UnclMs!fied' 6,099 11.6% 

Pri$On stze 
Fewer than 51)0 12,097 1.1% 
500-999 121,166 2.2% 
1,000-2,499 117,094 2.5% 
2,500 or more 54,159 2.8% 

'Pre-release, work release, or medical facilities. 
Source: Survey of Inmates in Staie Correotional 
Faoilities, 1991. 

6.7% of men who had ever shared needles 
when using dr'ugs were HIV positive. 

Of those who reported sharing needles to 
inject iIIega! drugs, 1 in 10 black inmates, 
Hispanic inmates, and inmates between 
ages 35 £l,nd 44 were HIV positive. Over 
15% of those sentenced for drug offenses 
and who had shared needles were HIV 
positive. 

HIV test results, by type of prison 

Maximum, medium, and minimum security 
level prisons had essentially the same 
rates of HIV infection (table 7). Inmates 
held in prisons with unclassified security 
levels, such as facilities for classification 
or reception, reported a positive rate 
of 11.6%. 

Percentages of HIV-positive prisoners 
increased with the size of the prison. The 
HIV-positive rate in facilities holding fewer 
than 500 was 1.1 %, compared to 2.8% in 
prisons with 2,500 or more. 

HIV testing policies , 
in the largest jail Jurisdictions 

The jail jurisdictions that wete among the 
25 largest in 1991 were asked what testing 
policies they were following. Sixteen 
jurisdictions tested when ordered by a 
COutt, and 12 checked high risk groups. 
Two jurisdictions tested all inmat€ls at 
admission in at least one facility: 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Fulton 
County (Atlanta), Georgia. 

Deaths in 503 large jail jurisdictions 

AIDS-related deaths 
in local jails, 1991-92 

Cause 
of death Number 
---=rciiaI 4'4'5 

AIDS 107 
Other 338 

Of the 445 deaths during the year ending 
June 30, 1992, in jail jurisdictions with 
average daily inmate populations of 100 
or more, 24% were reported to be AIDS 
related. 

Table 8. Policies determining tasting for the antibody to the human Immunodeficiency 
virus In the 25 largest Jail Jurisdictions, 1992 

One or more facilities In the 25 largest laillurisdictions testing 

All inmates 
at admission 

Fulton Co., GA 
Philadelphia, PA 

Random samples 
of Inmates 
while in custody 

Riverside Co., CA 
Sacramento Co., CA 
San Diego Co., CA 
Broward Co., FL 
Fulton Co., GA 
New York City, NY 

High risk groups 

Alameda Co., CA 
Riverside Co., CA 
Sacramento Co., CA 
San Bemardino Co., CA 
Santa Clara Co., CA 
DadeCo.,FL 
Fulton Co., GA. 
Orleans Parish, LA' 
NewYork,NY 
Shelby Co., TN 
BexarCo., TX' 
Dallas Co., TX' 

Upon inmate request 

Maricopa Co., AZ 
Alameda Co., CA 
KernCo.,CA 
Los Angeles Co., CA' 
Orange Co., CA 
Riverside Co., CA 
Sacramento Co., CA 
San Bernardino Co., CA 
San Diego Co., CA 
Santa Clara Co., CA 
Washington, DC' 
Broward Co., FL' 
DadeCo.,FL 
Orange Co., FL' 
Fulton Co., GA 
Orleans Parish, LA' 
Baltimore City, MD 
New York City, NY 
Philadelphia, PA 
Shelby Co., TN 
BexarCo., TX' 
Dallas Co., TX' 
Harris Co., TX' 
Tarrant Co., TX 

'Jurisdiotions in which all facilities reported following the same policy to test for the HIV 
or in which authorities reported jurisdiction-wide policies. All other jurisdictions had one or more 
facilities with different testing policies. In some jurisdictions, facilities that differed were following 
"other" policies not presented in the table. Cook County, Illinois, provided no information. 
Source: 1992 Annual Survey of Jails. 

6 

Upon court order 

Alameda Co., CA 
KernCo.,CA 
Los Angeles Co., CA' 
Orange Co., CA 
Riverside Co., CA 
Sacramento Co., CA 
San Bernardino Co., CA 
San Diego Co., CA 
Santa Clara Co., CA 
Washington, DC' 
Broward Co., FL' 
DadeCo., FL 
Orange Co., FL' 
New York, NY 
BexarCo., TX' 
Harris Co., TX' 

Upon involve­
ment in incident 

Alameda Co., CA 
Los Ang eles Co., CA' 
Orange Co., CA 
Riverside Co., CA 
Sacramento Co., CA 
San Bernardino Co., CA 
San Diego Co., CA 
BrowardCo., FL' 
Dade Co., FL 
Orleans Parish, LA' 

• 
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Methodology 

• Data sources 

The data collection series National Prisoner 
Statistics has counted prisoners since 
1926, The series provides annual 
summary measures of the movement of 
persons into and out of prison systems. 
At midyear and yearend, departments of 
corrections in the 50 States, the District 
of Columbia, and the Federal prison 
system are asked to provide basic numbers 
describing their prison population. 

The Annual Survey of Jails was begun in 
1982, For this survey complete enumera­
tions of the Nation's jails are conducted 
every 5 years. The most recent census 
was in 1988. The sample for the 1992 
survey was based on that census. 

A local jail is a facility that holds inmates 
beyond arraignment, usually for more than 
48 hours, and is administered by local 
officials. Specifically excluded from the 
counts of the Annual Survey of Jails are 
temporary lockups that house persons for 
less than 48 hours, physically separate 

• 
drunk tanks, and other holding facilities that 
did not hold persons after they had been 
formally charged. Excluded from the 
Annual Survey of Jails and instead included 
in the National Prisoner Statistics series 
are Federal- or State-administered 
facilities, and the combined jail-prison 
systems of Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Rhode Island, and Vermont. 
Included in the Annual Survey of Jails are 
five locally operated jails in Alaska and 
eight jails that were privately operated 
under contract for local governments. 

The 1992 Annual Survey of Jails inclUded 
1,113 jails in 795 jurisdictions. A juris­
diction is a county, municipality, township, 
or regional authority that administers one 
or more local jails. The jails in 503 large 
jurisdictions were automatically included 
in the survey because the average daily 
inmate population in these jurisdictions was 
100 or more in the 1988 census. The juris­
dictions with large jail populations account­
ed for 814 jails and 362,217 inmates, or 
81 % of the estimated inmate population 
on June 3D, 1992. . 

• In 1992, the 25 jail jurisdictions that were 
the largest in 1991 were asked if any 
inmates were tested for HIV, and, if so, on 
what basis wore inmates tested. They 

Appendix table 1. Denominators for percents presented In table 6 

State prison inmates 
Used drugs Useda Shared a 

Never Ever in the month needle to needle to 
used drugs used drugs before offense inject drugs Iniect drugs 

Allinmatas 66,048 298,373 191,422 105,082 50,509 

Sex 
Male 61,668 276,884 176,639 95,219 45,254 
Female 4,380 21,489 

Race/Hispanic origin 
White non-Hispanic 22,492 110,102 
Black non-Hispanic 33,244 135,535 
Hispanic 8,849 45,714 

Age 
24 or younger 13,651 64,592 
25-34 23,494 149,190 
35-44 14,027 68,531 
45-54 8,323 13,509 
55 or older 6,554 2,551 

Offense 
Violent 35,846 121,379 
Property 13,762 85,261 
Drug 9,723 69,006 
Public-order 5,095 20,157 

were also asked the number of males and 
females who were asymptomatic, sympto­
matic, and full-blown AIDS victims. 

The 1991 Survey of Inmates in State 
Correctional Facilities uses personal 
interviews of a representative sample 
of prison inmates to gather detailed 
information on prison inmates. Data are 
collected on personal and criminal justice 
characteristics of prison inmates. 

The sample for the Survey of Inmates in 
State Correctional Facilities was a two­
stage selection. In the first stage 277 
prisons were selected from a universe of 
1,239 State prisons. In the second stage 
interviewers visited each selected facility 
and systematically selected a sample of 
male and female inmates using predeter­
mined procedures. As a result, approxi­
mately 1 in every 52 male inmates and 1 in 
every 11 female inmates were selected. A 
total of 13,986 interviews were completed, 
yielding an overall response rate of 93.7%. 

The data reported from the BJS surveys 
supplement those collected in a survey 
series sponsored by the National Institute 
of Justice and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. A forthcoming 
report, 1992 Update: HIVIAIDS in 
Correctional Facilities, will present findings 
from the seventh in the series, which did 
not cover 1991. The 1992 update contains 
reporting about prevalence, testing, treat­
ment, and education for HIV and AIDS in 
Federal, State, and 31 large city/county 
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14,784 9,863 5,255 

70,639 50,737 24,996 
84,228 31,400 13,374 
32,{)26 19,928 10,331 

42,818 12,729 4,499 
96,677 49,532 23,143 
43,409 36,255 18,807 
7,671 5,941 3,583 

847 625 476 

76,276 38,498 19,293 
55,908 37,120 17,912 
47,846 21,841 10,136 

9,811 6,874 2,854 

correctional systems. A subsequent report 
will summarize collected information on 
testing, treatment, and education for 
tuberculosis in correctional settings. 

Accuracy of the estimates 

All data collection series are subject to 
nons8mpling error. Nonsampling error 
can be attributed to many sources, such 
as nonresponse, differences in the inter­
pretation of questions, recall difficulties, 
and processing errors. The full extent 
of nonsampling error is never known. 
Surveys, such as the Survey of Inmates 
in State Correctional Facilities, are also 
subject to sampling error. Sampling error 
is the variation that may occur by chance 
because a sample rather than a complete 
enumeration of the population was 
conducted. 

The sampling error, as measured by an 
estimated standard error, varies by the size 
of the estimate and the size of the base 
population. Estimates of the standard 
errors have been calculated for the 1991 
survey of inmates (see appendix table and 
Survey of State Prison Inmates, 1991). 
These estimates may be used to construct 
confidence intervals around percentages in 
this report. For example, the 95-percent 
confidence interval around the percentage 
of inmates who tested positive for HIV is 
approximately 2.2% plus or minus 1.96 
times 0.05% (or 1.7% to 2.7%). 



These standard e.rrors may also be used 
to test the significance of the difference 
between two sample statistics by pooling 
the standard errors of the two sample 
estimates. For example, the standard error 
of the difference between black and white 
inmates in the percent testing positive for 
HIV would be .547% (or the square root of 
the sum of the squared standard errors for 
each group). The 95-percent confidence 
interval around the difference would be 
1.96times.547% (or 1.1%). Sincethe 
difference of 1.5% (2.6% minus 1.1 %) is 
greater than 1.1 %, the difference would be 
considered statistically significant. 

All comparisons using data from the Survey 
of Inmates in State Correctional Facilities 
were statistically significant at the 95-
percent confidence level. To test the 
significance of comparisons not mentioned 
in the report, use percentages in text or 
tables. The standard errors reported below 
should be used only for tests on all 
inmates. Comparisons of male and female 
inmates require different standard errors. 

w 

Appendix table 2. Standard errors of the estimated percentages, 
State prison Inmates, 1991 

Base of the Estimated percentages 
estimate 980r2 950r5 900rl0 

1,000 4.9 7.7 10.6 
5,000 2.2 3.4 4.7 
10,000 1.6 2.4 3.4 
25,000 1.0 1.5 2.1 
50,000 0.7 1.1 1.5 
100,000 0.5 0.8 1.1 
200,000 0.4 0.5 0.8 
400,000 0.2 0.4 0.5 
600,000 0.2 0.3 0.4 
711,643 0.2 0.3 0.4 

Bureau of Justice Statistics Special 
Reports are written principally by BJS 
staff. Caroline Wolf Harlow wrote this 
report, under the supervision of Allen 
Beck. Virginia Baldau and Cheryl 
Crawford of the National Institute of 
Justice, Theodore Hammett of Abt 
Associates Inc. and William Darrow, 
Steven Jones, and Sandra Kerr of the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention gave expert advice on 
measurement and presentation of the 
HIV-related data collected. Louis 
Jankowski provided statistical 
assistance. Corrections reports are 
produced under the general guidance 
of Lawrence A. Greenfeld. Tom Hester 
edited the report. Marilyn Marbrook, 
assisted by Betty Sherman and Jayne 
Pugh, produced the report. 
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Crime and older 
Americans: 
New information 
package 

Essential facts for 
researchers, policymakers, 
criminal justice professionals, 
and students 

• 20 tables describing 
crimes committed against 
older Americans and the 
involvement of the elderly 
in crime. 

• List of other sources of 
information on crime and 
older Americans. 

• Bibliography detailing a 
wide variety of publications 
that address crime and 
America's elderly. 

As the elderly population has 
grown, there has been continued 
concern about the effects of 
crime on this age group. This 
unique package provides data on 
how crime affects the fast­
growing elderly population and 
offers a useful resource for 
professionals interested in 
tracking such trends. 

This new information package is 
now available from the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics (BJS) 
Clearinghouse. Drawing from 
national sources for crime 
statistics-including the BJS 

Please send me copies of the updated Please bill my 

= 

National Crime Victimization 
Survey, the FBI Unifonn 
Crime Reports, and the BJS 
National Corrections Reporting 
Program-the package discusses 
the types of crimes in which 
older Americans are most 
likely to be the victims or the 
offenders. 

You may order your copy for 
only $15.00. Call the BJS Clear­
inghouse at 1-800-732-3277 and 
have your VISA, MasterCard, or 
Government purchase order 
number at hand. Or complete and 
return the order form below. 

Crime and Older Americans Information 
Package (NCJ 140091) for $15.00 each. o NCJRS deposit account 

Name: __________________________ _ 

Organization: ________________ _ 

Address: ____________________ _ 

City, State, ZIP: 

Telephone: ____________ _ 

Method of payment 

o Payment of $ enclosed 
o Check payable to NCJRS 
o Money order payable to NCJRS 
o Government purchase order # _____ _ 

#_-------------
o VISA 0 MasterCard Exp. date: 

#--------------------
Signature: ____________ _ 

Please detach this form and mail it, with 
payment, to: 

BJS Clearinghouse 
Department F 
Box 6000 
Rockville, MD 20850 
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New from the Bureau of Justice Statisti.cs! 
Thinking about computerizing your criminal justice agency's information? Save time and 
trouble by finding out what your colleagues are 
using I Order the Directory of Automated 
Criminal Justice Information Systems, 1993, 
which: 

o Identifies the State and local criminal 
justice agencies that use automated 
information systems and the functions 
that are computerized. 

o Describes the systems these 
agencies use for a variety of 
functions, the software, the operat­
ing systems, the hardware 
requirements, product features, 
and support services offered. 

o Gives the names, addresses, and 
telephone numbers of contact persons at the 
criminal justice agencies and at the system vendors. 

The useful resource is in two volumes: 

Volume 1, law Enforcement. 869 pp. $5 

Volume 2, Corrections, Courts, Probation/Parole, and Prosecution. 654 pp. $4 

To order, fill out the form below and send it, with payment, to Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse, 179 Annapolis Junction, MD 20701-0179. If using a credit card, fax your order 
to 410-792-4358. Questions? Call the BJS Clearinghouse at 1-800-732-3277. 

r.----------------~-----------------~-I 
I Order Form 0 I 
I Please send me I 
I 0 Directory of Automated Criminal Justice Information Systems, 1993, Vol. 1, Law Enforcement I 
I (NCJ 142645). $5. I 
: 0 Directory of Automated Criminal Justice Information Systems, 1993, Vol. 2, Corrections, Courts, : 
I Probation/Parole, and Prosecution (NCJ 142646). $4. I 
I 0 Payment enclosed, payable to NCJRS. I 
I 0 Charge my 0 MasterCard 0 VISA I 
: Account # Exp. date : 

I Signature I 
IN~e I 
I Address I 
I City State ZIP I L ______________________________________ ~ 
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BUi'eau of Justice Statistics 
reports 
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Vlsed September 1993) 

" toll-free 800-732-3217 to order BJS 
reports, to be added to one of the BJS 
mailing lists, or to speak to a reference 
specialist in statistics at the Bureau of 
Jusllce Statistics Clearinghouse, 
P.O. Box 179, Dept. BJS-236, 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701-0179. 
For drugs and crime data, call the Drugs 
& Crime Data Center & Cle/lrlnghollse, 
1600 Research Blvd" RockvlHt. , MD 
20850, toll-free 800-666-3332. 

BJS maintains these mailing lists: 
• Law enforcement reports 
• Federal statistics 
• Drugs and crime data 
• Justice expenditure and employment 
• Privacy and security of criminal histories 
and criminal justice information policy 
• BJS bulletins and special reports 
• State felony courts 
• Corrections 
• National Crime Victimization Survey 
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual) 

Single copies of reports are free; use 
NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports, For single caples of 
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free; 
11-40 tllles $10; more than 40, $20; 
IIbrar!es call for special rates. 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal justice data are 
available from the National Archive 
of Criminal Justice Data (formerly 
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 
48106 (toll-free 800-999-0960). 

&tlonal Crime Victimization 
~rvey 

Criminal Victimization In the U.S.: 
1991 (final), NCJ-139563, 1/93 
1973-90 trends, NCJ-139564, 1/93 
1990 (final), NCJ-134126, 2I9? 

Crime and older Americans Information 
package, NCJ-140091, 4/93, $15 
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School crime, NCJ-131645, 9/91 
Teenage victims, NCJ-128129, 5/91 
Female victims of violent crime, 
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The Nation's two crime measures: Uniform 

Crime Reports and tho National Crime 
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Redesign of the National Crime Survey, 
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The seasonality of crime Victimization, 
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VIctimization and fear of crime: World 
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The National Crime Survey: Working papers, 
Vol. I, History, NCJ-75374, 8/82 
Vol. 11, Methodology, NCJ·90307, 12184, 
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BJS bulletins 
Crime and the Nation's households, 1992, 
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Criminal victimization 1991, NCJ-136947, 

10/92 
The crime 01 rape, NCJ-96777, 3/85 
Household burglary, NCJ·96021, 1/85 
Measuring crime, NCJ-15710, 2/81 

BJS special reports 
Elderly victims, NCJ-138330, 10/92 
Handgun crime victims, NCJ-123559, 7/90 
Black victims, NCJ-122562, 4/90 
Hispanic victims, NCJ-120507, 1/90 
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otor vehicle theft, NCJ-l09978, 3/88 
lolent crime trends, NCJ-l07217, 11/87 
obbery victims, NCJ·l 04638, 4/87 

Violent crime by strangers and non-
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Crime prevention measures, NCJ-l00438, 
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Survay of Slate prison Inmates, 1991, 
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Census of Stale and Federal correctional 
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Prisons and prisoners In the United Slates, 
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National Corrections Reporting Program: 
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Stote and Federal Institutions, 1926-86: 
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Historical statistics on prisoners, 
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Census of Jails and survey 
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BJS bulletins and special reports 

Jail Inmates, 1992, NCJ-143284, 8/93 
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Summery end methodology, vol. I, 
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Probation and parole 
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Probation and parole: 
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Recidivism of young parolees, 
NCJ-l04916,5/87 

Juvenile corrections 
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Felony sentences In State courts, 1990, 
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Pretrial release of felony defendants, 1990, 
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NCJ·134500, 3/92 
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Please put me on the mailing list for: 

o Law enforcement reports -
National data on State and local 
police and sheriffs' depaitments: 
operations, equipment, personnel, 
salaries, spending, policies, and 
programs 

o Federal statistics - Federal case 
processing: investigation through 
prosecution, adjudication, sentencing, 
incarceration 

o Drugs and crime - Sentencing and 
time served by drug offenders, drug 
use at time of crime by jail inmates 
and State prisoners, and other quality 
data on drugs, crime, and law 
enforcement 

To be added to any BJS mailing 
list, please fill in this page and 
fax to (410) 792-4358 or fold, 
stamp, and mail to: 

BJS Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 179, Dept. BJS-236 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701-0179 

You will receive an annual 
renewal card. If you do not 
return it, we must drop you 
from the mailing list. 

To order copies of recent BJS 
reports, attach a list of the titles 

o Justice expenditure and employ­
ment - Spending and staffing by 
Federal/State/local governments and 
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o BJS bulletins & special reports­
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justice data 

o State felony courts - Defendant 
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cation, and sentencing; State felony 
laws; indigent defense 
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City, State, ZIP: 

Daytime phone number: 

Criminal justice interest: 

Put your organization 

and NCJ numbers of the reports and title here if you used 
you desire. 

U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 

Washington, D.C. 20531 

Special 
Report 

home address above: 

Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use $300 

o Corrections reports - Results of • 
sample surveys and censuses of jails, 
prisons, parole, probation, and other 
corrections data 

o National Crime Victimization 
Survey repol1s - The only ongoing 
national survey of crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual) - Broad-based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ tables, 
100+ figures, subject index, annotated 
bibliography, addresses of sources) 

o Send me a sign up form for the 
NIJ Catalog (free 6 times a year), 
which abstracts both private and 
government criminal justice publica­
tions and lists upcoming conferences 
and training sessions in the field. 

• 

• 




