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This report is prepared for
use by South Central Injury Control
Network members in addressing
firearm mortality as a major public
health problem. The report contains
major detail so that each state can
utilize state, regional and national
comparisons to promote local
initiatives and policy.

--South Central Injury Control
Nerwork Executive Board
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Deaths due to firearms are the leading cause of intentional injury death, and a major public health problem
in the United States (U.S.). In 1687, more than 30,000 persons died as a result of firearms; 55% of these deaths
were due to suicide, 38 % homicide, 4% unintentional, 1% legal intervention and 1% were of undetermined intent.
Firearms rank second, behind motor vehicle crashes, as the most common cause of iijury death. Firearm mortality
accounts for 2% of all U.S. resident deaths and 20% of all injury deaths. In 1985, the estimated total lifetime cost
of firearm-related injuries in the U.S. was $14.4 billion. The rate in males was more than five times the rate in
females; males over 65 years of age had the highest rate. The rate among blacks was more than twice the rate of
whites.

During the 5 year period 1985-1989, a total of 34,376 persons in the south central region of the {J.S. died
from gunshot wounds, accounting for approximately 20% of ali firearm deaths in the U.S. Firearms accounted for
26 % of all injury deaths in the region; firearms accounted for 69 % of ali suicide deaths, 65% of all homicide deaths
and 2% of all unintentional injury deaths. Although the proportion of firearm-related deaths by intentionality, age
and race was similar to the United States as a whole, the average annual firearm mortality rate in the south central
region was 34% higher than the 1987 U.S. rate. All of the south central region states except Kansas had a rate
higher than the U.S. rate; New Mexico, Texas and Louisiana had the highest annual mortality rates in the region.
In 1990, firearms passed motor vehicle crashes as the leading cause of injury death in Texas.

The solution to firearm-related mortality is not a simple one. The high social and economic costs of
firearm-related deaths and injuries cannot be ignored. A variety of efforis in educational/behavioral,
technclogical/environmental, and legislation/regulation need to be developed, implemented and evaluated. The Year
2000 Objectives for the Nation include goals to reduce homicide, suicide, weapon-related deaths, the number of
youth who carry weapons, inappropriate storage of weapons, and improvement in the design of handguns to protect
children. The Tenters for Disease Control Panel on Violence Prevention recommends encouraging voluntary reimoval
of handguns from households and secure storage of firearms that remain in the home, developing and evaluating
educational programs, developing less lethal means of security, promoting standards to minimize the risk of firearm
injury (trigger arresters, loaded chamber indicators, etc.), intensifying legislative/regulatory efforts, establishing a
handgun registry for criminal investigation and instituting a national waifing period for all firearm purchases with
a mandatory criminal background check. Further recommendations include improving morbidity and mortality
surveillance data, evaluation of policy initiatives and collaboration between criminal justice, public health and

medical research sectors.

UNINTENTIONAL FIREARM MORTALITY

In 1983, firearm-related deaths were the 6th leading cause of unintentional injury death and the 6th leading
cause of years of potential life lost from unintentional injuries in the U.S. Approximately 5% of firearm deaths are
reported as unintentional. Persons at greatest risk for unintentional firearin death have been found to be males,
adolescents and young adults (especially 15-19 year old males), persons in rural areas and persons with lower per
capita income. Most unintentional firearm fatalities occur in and around the home.

Between 1985 and 1989, 1752 unintentional firearm deaths occurred in the south central region of the
United States; the annual mortality rate for the south central region was 1.7 times higher than the 1987 U.S. rate.
Colorado had the lowest rate in the region and was the only state with a rate below the U.S. rate, Arkansas,
Louisiana and Texas had rates at least twice as high as the U.S. rate. In the south central region, rates were highest
among persons 15-24 years of age; males were over 5 times more likely to die than females. Though blacks were
at slightly higher risk than whites, the black to white ratio was lower in the region than in the U.S. Black and white
females were at the same risk, however, black males were at slightly higher risk than white males in the region.
The highest rate of unintentional firearm mortality occurred among males in Arkansas and Louisiana. Though
Arkansas and Kansas reported consistent increases in the number of deaths, overall there was a slight decline in
unintentional firearm deaths during the 5 yeur period in the region.

Prevention of unintentional firearm deaths, especially to children, includes education of parents in

reducing access to firearms, particularly around the home. Other possible interventions include improving the design
of guns, especially handguns, including childproof safety locks, loaded chamber indicators and less lethal bullets.

v
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SUICIDE FIREARM MORTALITY

Suicide is the 8th leading cause of death in the U.S. and the third leading cause of death among persons
15-24 years of age. Firearms are the most lethal and the most common method of suicide in the U.S. More than
half of persons who commit suicide use firearms; suicide attempts by firearm result in death 92% of the time. In
1987, over 18,000 persons died as a result of a self-inflicted firearm injury in the U.S. Males are over 5 times more
likely to commit suicide with a firearm than females. White males have consistently had the highest suicide death
rates of any race/sex-specific category.

In the south central region, 18,608 suicides were completed with firearms between 1985 and 1989 (10
firearm-related suicides per day); firearms accounted for 69% of the total suicides in the region. The suicide
mortality rate for the south central region was 33 % higher than the 1987 U.S. rate; every state in the region had
a higher rate than the U.S. rate. Males were 5-6 times more likely to commit a suicide with a firearm than females.
New Mexico had the highest suicide mortality rate in the region; New Mexico’s firearm suicide mortality rate was
86 % higher than the U.S. rate and 33 % higher than the state having the next highest rate among the south central
states (Colorado). Whites were more than twice as likely to complete a firearm-related suicide as blacks; the
Hispanic rate was intermediate between whites and blacks. White males had the highest rate of firearm-related
suicide mortality; white males age 65 and older had the highest rates of any group. The white to black ratio was
highest in Arkansas and lowest in Colorado. The number of regional suicides remained fairly constant between 1985
and 1989.

Suicide prevention efforts should be targeted particularly at whites, persons 65 years and older and among
persons 15 to 24 years of age. A range of suicide prevention efforts, including school-based programs for students
and school personnel, identifying and treating persons with mental health problems, hotline and crisis services,
effective treatment of suicide attempters, and the development of community suicide prevention plans have been
suggested and, in some cases, have shown promise as effective interventions. Programs should be evaluated and
successful ones expanded. Controlling access to firearms may help reduce firearm-related suicides.

HOMICIDE FIREARM MORTALITY

Among industrialized nations, the United States has the highest violent death rate. Each year, handguns
are involved in approximately 407,600 assaults, 210,000 robberies, 12,100 rapes, and 9,200 murders. In 1987, a
total of 12,657 persons in the U.S. died as a result of a firearm-telated homicide. Homicide is considered the
leading health problem among young black Americans. Among 15-34 year old blacks, homicide is the leading cause
of death, resulting in more deaths than any other cause, including unintentional injury, suicide, heart disease, or
cancer. In fact, estimates are that a young black male has a 1 in 21 lifetime chance of being killed, likely by one
of his contemporaries. Firearms are the weapon used in approximately 60% of homicides.

Between 1985 and 1989, 13,307 firearm-related homicides were committed in the south central region;
the rate was 36 % higher than the 1987 U.S. rate. Firearms accounted for 65 % of the total homicides in the region.
Rates in Louisiana and Texas were 75% above the U.S. rate. Rates peaked among 25-34 year olds and fell sharply
after 44 years of age; the mortality rate among 25-34 year olds was highest in Louisiana and Texas, Males were
4.5 times more likely to die from firearm-related hon -cides than females; blacks were almost 7 times more likely
than whites and twice as likely as Hispanics to die. Firearm homicide mortality rates among black males were also
highest among 25-34 year olds. The firearm homicide mortality rate among blacks in Missouri was 35% above the
regional rate; the highest rates were found among Missouri black males 15-34 years of age. The number of deaths
from firearm-related homicide in the region remained relatively stable over the 5 year period.

Several measures may lead to a reduction in the firearm-related homicide rate including limiting the
availability of firearms, improving the recognition and treatment of victims of violence, and teaching nonviolent
means of dealing with conflict. The role of alcohol and drugs/drug trafficking must also be evaluated. Gun detectors
in high risk schools have been suggested to reduce weapon carrying by adolescents. Prevention programs should
give highest priority to 15 to 34 year old black males.



BACKGROUND AND METHODS

THE SOUTH CENTRAL UNITED STATES

The south central region of the U.S. is a geographically and culturally diverse area. The region has a large
land mass; terrain varies from mountains to flat prairieland to coastline. Texas is the second and New Mexico is
the fifth largest (land inass) state in the nation. Open spaces «ud large geographic distances between communities
are common. The major industries in the south central region are agriculture (including livestock), extractive
industries (including oil, gas and mining), and tourism. During the decade of the 80s, the south central region of
the U.S. suffered an economic decline in agriculture and oil and gas production. New Mexico ranks 44th in the
nation for per capita income; 18 % of the Texas population lived below the federal poverty level in 1989. Louisiana
has the greatest proportion of illiterate adults in the U.S.

In 1980, the states comprising the south central region of the U.S. accounted for 16% (35,220,039) of the
total U.S. population (Table 1). Population variation among states is considerable. Texas is the third most populous
state in the nation with a population of 14 million; Texas accounts for 40% of the region’s population. Houston,
Dallas and San Antonio are among the 12 largest cities in the U.S. New Mexico is the most sparsely populated state
at 1.3 million persons. All of the states in the south central region tend to have large rural populations; the land area
population density in the region ranges from 11 persons per square mile in New Mexico to 95 persons per square
mile in Louisiana.

Racial distribution in the south central region varies by state. Louisiana, New Mexico and Texas have the
highest proportion of nonwhites. New Mexico has the highest proportion of minorities per population than any state
in the nation; nearly 1/2 (47 %) of New Mexico’s population consists of races or ethnic groups other than white or
black (primarily American Indian and Hispanic). Additionally, 14% of Colorado’s population is nonwhite and
nonblack and 16 % of Arkansas’ population is black. Oklahoma has the second highest American Indian population
in the U.S. behind California. Nearly 1/3 (29%) of Louisiana’s population is black. Kansas has the highest
proportion of whites (90%).

Table 1. Population Data by Race/Ethnicity, South Central Region and United States, 1980 Census

AMERICAN

STATE WHITE (%) BLACK (%) | HISPANIC (%) INDIAN (%) OTHER (%) TOTAL
AR 1,879,908 (82) 369,998 (16) 17,904 (1) 9364 (0.4) 9261 (0.4) 2,286,435
co 2,390,479 (83) 99,884 (3) 339,717 (12) 17,734 (1) 42,150 (1) 2,889,964
KS 2,138,531 (90) 124,810 (5) 63,339 3) 15,256 (1) 21,743 (1) 2,363,579
LA 2,841,397 (68) | 1,223,552 (29) 99,134 (2) 11,951 (0.3) 29,866 (1) 4,205,900
MO 4,311,600 (88) 510,883 (10) 51,653 (1) 12,129 (0.2) 30,421 (1) 4,916,686
NM 685,956 (53) 23,154 () 477,222 37) 105,976 (8) 10,586 (1) 1,302,894
OK 2,570,986 (85) 203,039 (7) 57,419 2) 169,292 (6) 24,554 (1) 3,025,290
TX 9,350,297 (66) | 1,692,542 (12) | 2,985,824 (21) 39,375 (0.3) 161,153 (1) 14,229,191

SC REG 26,169,154 (74) | 4,247,862(12) | 4,092,212 (12) 381,077 (1) 329,734 (1) 35,220,039
U.S. 180,256,366 (80) | 26,104,173(12) | 14,608,673 (6) 1,364,033 (1) | 4,212,560 2) 226,545,805

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page I
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Though specific injury problems may vary somewhat among states in the region, injuries are the leading cause
of death for ages 1-44 years and the leading cause of years of potential life lost before age 65 among all 8 states.
Firearm-related injury is an important cause of death and disability in the south central region of the U.S. and a
major public health problem. In 1990, firearms passed motor vehicle crashes as the leading cause of injury death
in Texas.! Nationally, firearms rank second, behind motor vehicle crashes, as the most common cause of injury
death. More than 30,000 persons are killed by firearms each year in the United States. Firearms are the leading
cause of intentional injury deaths, accounting for more than half of all suicides and homicides.

In order to determine the descriptive epidemiology and magnitude of firearm mortality in the south central
region of the United States, each state in the South Central Injury Control Network compiled state-specific data on
firearm deaths occurring between 1985 and 1989. United States data/rates were based on 1987 firearm deaths
repcrted by the National Center for Health Statistics. The source of all data was Vital Statistics death certificates;
only state residents were included. Annual mortality rates were calculated per 100,000 population using 1980 census
data. In some states cerfain population subsets (e.g., Hispanics) are important, however, the number of firearm
deaths among Hispanics was only available in 4 states. Among these states, Hispanic denominators were determined
utilizing U.S. Census data; white, black and other races were adjusted accordingly. Years of potential life lost?
before age 65 were calculated based on the midpoint of specified age groups. A firearm-related death was defined
as a person whose death certificate was coded with one of the following International Classification of Disease (Sth
Revision, ICD-9-CM) external codes (E-codes):

E922.0-E922.9  Accident Caused by Firearm Missile
E955.0-E955.4  Suicide and Self-Inflicted Injury by Firearm
E965.0-E965.4  Assault by Firearm

E970  Injury Due to Legal Intervention by Firearm

E985.0-E985.4  Injury by Firearm, Undetermined Whether Accidentally or Purposely Inflicted

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Ceniral United States Page 2




FIREARM MORTALITY, UNITED STATES

In 1987, 90 persons were killed by
firearms every day in the U.S., accounting for
32,895 deaths (14.5 deaths per 100,000
persons).3 Firearms accounted for 2% of all
U.S. resident deaths (2,123,323) in 1989,
Firearms rank second, behind motor vehicles, as
the most common cause of injury death.*5:6:7
Firearm mortality accounted for 20% of all
injury deaths and over 850,000 years of
potential life lost before age 65.38 Fifty-five
percent (18,136 deaths) of the firearm deaths in
1987 were reported as suicide, 38% (12,657
deaths) homicide, 4% (1440 deaths)
unintentional, 1% (257 deaths) legal
intervention, and 1% (405 deaths) were of
undetermined intent (Figure 1).3 The rate among
males (25.1/100,000 population) was more than
five times the rate among females (4.6/100,000
population). Males 65 years and older had the
highest rate (41.8/100,000 population) foliowed
by 25 to 34 year old males (37.7/100,000
population) (Figure 2). Among females, the rate
was highest for 25 to 34 year olds and 35 to 44
year olds (both 7.5/100,000 population).
Firearm mortality rates were 6.4, 5.5 and 4.4
times higher among males than females for
suicides, unintentional deaths, and homicides,
respectively. The rate among blacks was more
than twice the rate among whites (28.6 and
13.2/100,000 population, respectively).

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 3

Figure 1. Firearm Mortality by Intentionality
United States, 1987

SUICIDE 55%
UNDETERMINED 1%

” LEGAL INTERVENTION 1%
HOMICIDE 38%

Figure 2. Firearm Mortality Rates
By Age Group & Sex, United States, 1987
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FIREARM MORTALITY, SOUTH CENTRAL UNITED STATES

During the 5 year period 1985-1989, a Figure 3. Firearm Mortality Rates
total of 34,376 persons in the south central South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)

region of the United States died from gunshot STATE

wounds. The firearm mortality rate in the south AR

central region (19.5/100,000 population) was co

34% - higher than the 1987 U.S. rate KS

(14.5/100,000 population). -All of the south LA

central region states had a rate higher than the MO

U.S. rate except Kansas (Figure 3); New NM

Mexico, Texas and Louisiana had the highest oK

annual moriality rates in the region (22.8, 22.1 T |

and 22.1/100,000 population, respectively). In REG

the south central region, 54% (18,608 deaths) US N . «‘ i \
were reported as suicide, 39% (13,307 deaths) 0 5 ANNUAL RATE PER11iJO,000 20 25
were homicide, 5% (1752 deaths) were

unintentional, 1% (473 deaths) undetermined, Figure 4. Firearm Mortality by Intentionality
and 1% (236 deaths) were legal interventions South Central Region, 1985-1989
(Figure 4).

SUICIDE 54%

Firearms accounted for 26 % of all injury
deaths in the region (Table 2). Firearms
accounted for 69% of all suicide deaths, 65% of
all homicide deaths and 2% of all unintentional
injury deaths. Although over half of the firearm-
related deaths were suicides, homicides
accounted for the highest number of years of HOMIGIDE 39%
potential life lost before age 65.

UNDETERMINED 1%

Xy’ UNINTENTIONAL 5%
LEGAL INTERVENTION 1%

*N=24,378

Table 2. Firearm and Injury Deaths* and Firearm-Related YPLL
By Intentionality, South Central Region, 1985-1989

FIREARM DEATHS/ YPLL DUE

INTENTIONALITY TOTAL IKjURY DEATHS (%) | TO FIREARMS
Unintentional 1752/82,465 ( 2) 61,988
Suicide . 18,608/26,917 (69) 410,515
Homicide 13,307/20,368 (65) 423,755
Legal Intervention 236/265 (89) 7,165
Undetermined Intent 473/2,245 (21) 14,053
TOTAL 34,376/132,260 (26) 917,476
*Includes E-codes 800.0-989.9

v Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 4
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Age-specific mortality rates were higher
in the region thjn in the U.S. in every age
group (Figure 5}. Males were over 5 times more
likely to die from a gunshot wound than females
(33.1 and 6.5/100,000 population, respectively).
Among males, rates were highest among persons
65 years and older (53.6/100,000 population)
followed by males 25 to 34 years of age
(51.9/100,000 population); among females, rates
were highest among females 25 to 34 and 35 to
44 years of age (both 10.9/100,000 population)

(Figure 6).

Blacks were more likely to die from a
firearm-related incident than Hispanics or whites
(32.7, 22.0 and 17.3/100,000 population,
respectively). Blacks were slightly more likely
than whites to receive a fatal unintentional
gunshot wound and 6.7 times more likely to be
killed in a firearm-related homicide (Figure 7).
Black males had the highest homicide mortality
rate; the firearm-related homicide mortality rate
was higher among black females than among
white males. Whites, however, were 2.4 times
more likely to die from suicide than blacks.
White males had the highest suicide mortality
rates followed by black males.

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 5

Figure 5. Firearm Mortality Rates by Age Group
South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)
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Figure 6. Firearm Mortality Rates by Age Group & Sex
South Central Region, 1985-1989
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Figure 7. Firearm Mortality Rates by Race*, Sex
& Intentionality, South Central Region, 1985-1989
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UNINTENTIONAL FIREARM MORTALITY,
SOUTH CENTRAL UNITED STATES

Between 1985 and 1989, 1,752
unintentional firearm deaths occurred in the
south central region of the United States.
Unintentional deaths accounted for 5% of all
firearm deaths in the region and 2%
(1752/82,465) of all causes of unintentional
injury deaths in the region. A total of 61,988
years of potential life before age 65 were lost.
The regional unintentional mortality rate was 1.7
times higher than the 1987 U.S. rate (1.0 vs
0.6/100,000 population, respectively) (Figure 8).
Regional rates ranged from a low of
0.5/100,000 population in Colorado to
1.3/100,000 population in Arkansas and
Louisiana. Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas had
higher rates than the regional rate and each had
rates at least twice as high as the U.S. rate;
Colorado was the only state in the region that
had a lower overall rate than the U.S. rate.
Although regional rates were 38% to 100%
higher than U.S. rates among all age groups, the
trend by age group was parallel (Figure 9). The
unintentional firearm mortality rate was highest
among persons 15-24 years of age in the U.S.
and every state in the region except Oklahoma
where children under 15 years had the highest
rate (Table 3).

Figure 8. Unintentional Fircarm Mortality Rates
South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)
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Figure 9. Unintentional Firearm Mortality Rates
By Age Group, South Central Region (1985-1989)
and United States (1987)
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Table 3. Unintentional Firearm Mortality Rates* by ‘Age Group
South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)

STATE <14} 15-24 |} 25-34 | 3544 | 45-54 | 55-64 65+ OVERALL
AR 1.4 1.8 1.1 1.7 1.3 0.6 1.2 1.3
Co 0.6 1.0 03 0.6 0.1 0.5 0.2 0.5
KS 0.7 1.2 1.0 1.0 0.3 0 0.4 0.7
LA 1.2 1.8 1.4 1.6 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.3
MO 0.7 1.1 0.7 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.6
NM 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.5 0.6
OK 1.1 1.0 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.4 0.3 0.8
X 0.7 1.9 1.5 k 1.1 0.9 0.9 1.1 1.2

SC REG 0.8 1.5 1.1 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.8 1.0
U.S. 0.5 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.6

*Annual moru:ity rate per 100,000 poplulation

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 6



Males were over 5 times more likely to
suffer an unintentional firearm death than
females (U.S.: males 1.1, females 0.2/100,000
population, respectively; region: males 1.8,
females 0.3/100,000 population, respectively).
Though blacks were at slightly higher risk than
whites, the black to white ratio was lower in the
region (1.1:1) than in the U.S. (1.5:1). In
Arkansas and Oklahoma, the rates were higher
for blacks than for whites (Figure 10). In
Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana and New Mexico,

rates among whites were higher than among O AR Co KS LA MO NM OK TX REG US
blacks; rates among blacks and whites were STATE
equal in Texas and Missouri. Black males were BN white  EEE BLACK
at slightly higher risk than white males in the
HI loe/Amerlcan Indians/other ruce ars excluded.

region; white and black females in the region

Figure 10. Unintentional Firearm Mortality Rates by Race,*
South Central Region (1985-1289) and United States (1987)

2 ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000

had the same mortality rate (0.3/100,000 population). The highest rate of unintentional firearm mortality occurred
among males in Arkansas and Louisiana (Table 4). Overall, there was a slight decline in unintentional firearm deaths
during the 5 year period (Table 5); Aikansas and Kansas recorded consistent increases in the number of
unintentional firearm deaths over the 5 year period while Texas recorded a 21% decline.

Table 4. Unintentional Firearm Mortality Rates* by Race/Hispanic Ethnicity and Sex,

South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987) .

WHITE | WHITE ALL BLACK | BLACK ALL HISPANIC | HISPANIC ALL
STATE MALE | FEMALE | 'WHITES MALE | FEMALE | BLACKS MALE FEMALE HISPANICS || TOTAL
AR 2.3 0.4 1.3 2.9 0.4 1.6 0 0 0 1.3
co 1.0 0.1 0.5 0.8 0 0.4 1.2 0.1 0.7 0.5
KS 1.4 0.2 0.8 1.0 0 0.5 NA®* NA** NA®» 0.7
LA 2.4 0.3 1.4 2.4 0.2 1.2 NA** NA** NA®** 1.3
MO 1.2 0.1 0.6 1.3 0.1 0.6 NA** NA** NA®* 0.6
NM 1.0 0.1 0.5 0 0 0 0.9 0.2 0.5 0.6
OK 1.3 0.2 0.8 1.8 0 0.9 NA** NA®* NA*# 0.8
TX 2.2 0.4 1.2 1.9 0.6 1.2 21 0.3 1.2 1.2
SC REG 1.8 0.3 1.0 2.0 0.3 1.1 NA*=* NA=** NA®= 1.0
.s. 1.1 0.2 0.6 1.7 0.2 0.9 NA#+ NA* NA®=* 0.6
*Annual mortality rate per 100,000 population
**Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in racial group

Table 5. Unintentional Firearm Deaths
By Year of Death, South Central Region, 1985-1989

STATE 1985 | 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 TOTAL
AR 22 27 27 30 46 152
Co 16 19 15 13 11 74
KS 11 18 14 23 20 86
LA 61 59 53 65 38 276

MO 34 27 27 29 40 157
NM 6 11 5 6 9 37
OK 24 20 24 27 18 113
X 218 172 141 154 172 857
SC REG 392 353 306 347 354 1752

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 7
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FIREARM-RELATED SUICIDE MORTALITY, SOUTH CENTRAL UNITED STATES

A total of 26,917 suicides were completed
in the south central region of the United States
between 1985 and 1989; 18,608 (69%) of these
resulted from gunshot wounds. These firearm-
related suicides accounted for 410,515 years of
potential life lost. The overall rate of suicides due
to gunshot wounds was 33 % higher in the south
central region than in the U.S. as a whole (10.6
vs 8.0/100,000 population, respectively) (Figure
11). Every state had a higher rate than the U.S.
rate; Kansas had the lowest firearm-related
suicide rate in the region (8.2/100,000
population) and New Mexico had the highest rate
(14.9/100,000 popuiation). The New Mexico rate
was 86% higher than the U.S. rate and 33%
higher than the state having the next highest rate
in the south central states (Colorado 11.2/100,000
population).

Although firearm-related suicide rates for
the region were higher than U.S. rates, the age
groups of persons affected were parallel (Figure
12). Regional mortality rates among persoas 15-
34 were 41% higher than U.S. rates (11.6 vs
8.2/100,000 population, respectively). Persons
age 65 years and older had the highest rate in all
south central states and in the U.S. (Table 6). For
persons over 14 years of age, the firearm-related
suicide mortality rate by age
group among persons in
New Mexico was 16-85%

Figure 11. Suicide Firearm Mortality
South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)

STATE

AR
co |
KS
LA
MO
NM
oK
TX
REG
us

o} 2 4 8 8 10 12 14 16 18
ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000

Figure 12. Suicide Firearm Mortality by Age Group
South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)
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Table 6. Suicide Firearm Mortality Rates* by Age Group
South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)

higher than regional rates
. STATE <14 | 15-24 | 25-34 | 3544 | 4554 | 55-64 65+ OVERALL
and 59 %-159% higher than
U.S. rates. Rates were AR 04 | 87 | 123 | 147 | 148 | 138 | 236 11.0
lowest among persons less COo 0.4 10.3 13.4 15.8 13.1 12.9 26.4 1.2
than 15 years of age KS 05 | 73 | s | 107 | 99 | 97 | 145 8.2
throughout . the  region, LA | 04 | 96 | 145 | 142 [ 142 [ 152 | 231 107
however, during the 5 year
. . . MO 0.4 8.1 11.8 10.7 9.5 i1.4 17.7 9.0
period 164 persons in this
age group completed suicide NM 04 | 179 | 197 | 232 | 148 | 17.7 | 293 14.9
with a firearm. OK 0.6 9.6 143 13.9 14.3 13.9 19.4 10.8
TX 03 9.9 14.4 14.5 13.1 16.0 22.3 10.8
SC REG 0.4 9.7 13.9 14.1 12.8 14.2 21.3 10.6
us. 0.3 6.9 9.8 10.7 9.3 10.5 16.8 8.0
*Annual mortality rate per 100,000 population

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 8



Males were 5-6 times more likely than
females to commit suicide with a firearm (U.S.:
males 14.1, females 2.2/100,000 population,
respectively; region: males 18.1, females
3.4/100,000 population, respectively). Whites
were twice as likely to complete a firearm-related
suicide as blacks in both the region and U.S.
(rates per 100,000 population region: whites 12.1,
blacks 5.1; U.S.: whites 8.9, blacks 4.3) (Figure
13); white males had the highest rate of firearm-
related suicide mortality. Except in Arkansas,
Hispanic rates were above the black and below
the white rates. The white to black ratio was
highest in Arkansas where whites were 3.6 times
more likely to commit suicide with a firearm than

blacks (Table 7); the lowsst white to biack ratio was found in Colorado (1.7:1). The firearm-related suicide rate
among whites in New Mexico was 35% higher than the regional rate (rates/100,000 white population: New Mexico
16.3, region 12.1); among blacks, the rate in Colorado (7.2/100,000 population) and New Mexico (8.6/10G,000
population) were 41 % and 69 % higher, respectively, than the regional rate (5.1/100,000 population). White males
age 65 and older were substantially more likely to complete suicide with a firearm (53.5/100,000 population) than
white males at any other age (Table 8); New Mexico white males age 65 and older had the highest mortality rate
(81.3/100,000 population). The suicide firearm mortality rate among white males was higher than the overall
regional rate in Texas, New Mexico, Louisiana, Colorado and Arkansas. The number of regional firearm-related

South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)

Figure 13. Suicide Firearm Mortality by Race*

ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000
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«Hispanice/Amarican indiana/other raca are excluded.

suicides remained fairly constant over the 5 year period (Table 9).

Table 7. Suicide Firearm Mortality Rates* by Race/Hispanic Ethnicity and Sex,
South Centra: Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)

WHITE | WHITE ALL '} BLACK | BLACK ALL HISPANIC | HISPANIC ALL
STATE MALE | FEMALE | WHITES -+ MALE | FEMALE | BLACKS MALE FEMALE | HISPANICS || TOTAL
AR 21.9 4.0 12.7 6.7 0.7 3.5 2.3 0 1.1 11.0
co 20.6 3.7 12.0 12.9 1.2 7.2 13.5 1.5 7.5 11.2
KS 16.0 1.8 8.7 5.7 1.6 3.7 NA** NA** NA** 8.2
LA 21.0 5.5 13.1 9.6 1.6 5.3 NA** NA®s NA** 10.7
MO 17.1 2.3 9.5 9.6 1.4 52 NA** NA** NA®** 9.0
NM 27.1 5.8 16.3 14.9 1.8 8.6 24.8 3.7 14.1 14.9
OK 20.1 3.9 11.8 9.3 1.5 53 NA** NA** NA** 10.8
TX 22.1 4.8 13.3 9.0 1.6 5.1 11.7 1.6 6.6 10.8
SC REG 20.5 4.0 12.1 9.1 1.5 5.1 NA®** NA** NA* 10.6
u.s. 15.6 2.5 8.9 8.0 1.0 4.3 NA®* NA*= NA*» 8.0
*Annual montality rate per 100,000 population
**Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in racial group

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United Statés Page 9
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Table 8. Suicide Firearm Mortality Rates* among White Males
by Age Group, South Central (1985-1989) and United States (1987)

STATE <14 | 1524 | 2534 | 3544 | 4554 | 55-64 | 65+ OVERALL
AR 0.7 17.1 22.6 24.7 26.0 26.7 58.1 21.9
Co 0.9 18.5 21.7 26.5 23.8 22.0 63.4 20.6
KS 1.0 13.7 20.7 19.5 18.2 19.0 35.4 16.0
LA 0.7 17.9 239 25.0 26.0 29.9 62.2 21.0
MO 0.8 14.6 20.1 18.9 17.2 22.7 43.7 17.1
NM 1.1 20.1 25.5 38.3 23.2 34.7 81.3 27.1
OK 1.1 17.3 24.3 23.0 23.1 25.5 48.4 20.1
X 0.5 18.2 26.0 25.4 24.0 31.2 57.6 22.1

SC REG 0.7 17.1 23.6 24.1 22,7 27.1 53.5 20.5
U.S. 0.6 12.9 17.7 19.2 17.1 20.5 40.6 15.6
*Annual mortality rate per 100,000 population

Table 9. Suicide Firearm Deaths by Year of Death
South Central Region, 1985-1989

STATE 1985 | 1986 | 1987 | 1588 | 1989 | TOTAL
AR 260 244 289 255 210 1258
Co 343 324 304 346 297 1614
KS 187 209 211 187 179 973
LA 455 51 446 438 403 2253
MO 420 453 479 441 408 2201
NM 172 185 202 221 193 973
OK 339 347 336 314 304 1640
TX 1565 | 1578 | 1521 | 1562 | 1470 7696

SC REG 3741 | 3851 | 3788 | 3764 | 3464 18,608

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 10




FIREARM-RELATED HOMICIDE MORTALITY, SOUTH CENTRAL UNITED

STATES

Between 1985 and 1989, 13,307 firearm-
related homicides were committed in the south
central region of the U.S.; 65% of all homicides
(20,368) in the region were completed with a
firearm.* Firearm-related homicides accounted
for 423,755 years of potential life lost. The
overall firearm homicide rate in the south central
region (7.6/100,000 population) was 36 % higher
than the U.S. rate (5.6/100,000 population)
(Figure 14). Regional states which had a lower
rate than the U.S. rate included Oklahoma
(5.3/100,000 population), Colorado {(3.6/10¢,000
population), and Kansas (2.9/100,000population).
Firearm homicide rates in Louisiana and Texas
(both 9.8/100,000 population) were 29% above
the regional rate and 75% above the U.S. rate.

Although firearm-related homicide rates
were higher in the region than in the U.S., the
trend by age groups affected was similar
(Figure 15). Rates were lowest among persons
less than 15 years of age and peaked among 25-
34 year olds, falling sharply after 44 years of
age. The regional firearm homicide mortality rate
among 25-34 year olds was 40% higher than the
U.S. rate. The rate among this age group was
highest in Louisiana (20.5/100,000 population)
and Texas (20.2/100,000 population) (Table 10).
The actual number of homicides among persons
under age 15 was low, however, the rate in the
south central region was 60% higher than the
U.S. rate. In this age group,
the rate in New Mexico was

Figure 14. Homicide Firearm Mortality
South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)
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Figure 15. Homicide Firearm Mortality by Age Grotip
South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)
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Table 10. Homicide Firearm Mortality Rates* by Age Group
South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)

113 % higher than the south
central region and 240% STATE <14.] 1524 | 2534 | 3544 | 45-54 | 55-64 65+ OVERALL
higher than the U.S. rate. AR 06 | 73 | 142 | 141 | 75 | 41 | 29 6.6
CO 0.5 4.3 5.8 6.3 3.6 2.3 1.9 3.6
KS 0.5 33 6.5 5.1 2.0 1.8 1.5 | 2.9
LA 0.8 15.1 20.5 16.4 7.9 4.9 35 9.8
MO 0.9 9.1 13.8 9.2 4.4 3.2 1.9 6.0
NM 1.7 7.3 12.8 12.0 7.9 34 2.4 6.6
*Complete information on OK | 09| 56 | 1090 | 103 ] 51 | 38 [ 23 53
age, race/ethnicity and sex
was not available for 6 X 0.8 13.6 20.2 17.2 8.4 5.3 3.1 9.8
persons. These persons were SCREG | 0.8 10.4 15.8 13.3 6.6 4.2 2.6 16
excluded from further us. | os | 88 | n3 | 91 | a5 | 27 | 19 5.6
analysis.
*Annual mortality rate per 100,000 porulation

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 11
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Males were 4.5 tiimes more likely to die from firearm-related homniicide than females. Blacks were almost 7 times
more likely than whites to die as a result of firearm-related homicide. The rate among blacks was 4-13 times higher
than whites in every regional state and in the U.S. (Table 11). The rates among Hispanics was higher than the rate
among whites and lower than the black rates. The black to white ratio was greatest in Missouri (13.5:1) and lowest
in New Mexico (4.1:1). The firearm homicide mortality rate among blacks in Missouri was 35 % above the regional
rate and 1.3 times higher for Missouri black males than the next highest state (Texas). Among whites, Colorado,
Kansas and Missouri had lower rates than the rest of the region. Firearm homicide mortality rates among black
males were highest among 25-34 year olds (111.8/100,000 population) followed by 35-44 year olds (86.4/100,000
population); rates among persons 435 years of age and older declined substantially (Table 12). Missouri black males
25-34 years of age had the highest firearn: homicide mortality rates (174.0/100,000).

Table 11. Homicide Firearm Mortality Rates* by Race/Hispanic Ethnicity and Sex
South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)

WHITE | WHITE ALL BLACK | BLACK ALL HISPANIC { HISPANIC ALL
STATE MALE | FEMALE | WHITES MALE | FEMALE | BLACKS MALE FEMALE | HISPANICS || TOTAL

AR 6.0 2.2 4.0 35.5 5.4 19.5 13.7 4.4 8.9 6.6
co 3.7 1.6 2.6 29.7 6.6 18.4 10.1 2.5 6.3 3.6
KES 2.9 1.0 1.9 33.2 5.7 19.5 NA** NA** NA** 2.9
LA 6.1 1.9 3.9 43.0 6.6 23.7 NA** NA®* NA®* 9.8
MO 4.0 1.3 2.6 64.2 9.4 35.1 NA** NA** NA** 6.0
NM 5.6 2.9 4.3 26.5 9.0 18.1 16.1 34 9.7 6.6
CK 6.3 2.1 4.2 31.6 6.5 18.7 NA®* NA** NA** 5.3
X 7.8 2.3 5.0 49.6 8.3 28.2 25.0 3.4 14.2 9.8

SC REG 5.9 1.9 3.9 46.2 1.5 26.0 NA** NA** NA** 7.6
U.s. 5.4 1.5 3.4 40.8 6.7 22.9 NA*=» NA®* NA** 5.6

*Annual mortality rate per 100,000 population '

**Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in racial group

Table 12. Homicide Firearm Mortality Rates* among Black Males
By Age Greup, South Central Region (1985-1989) and United States (1987)

STATE <14 | 1524 | 2534 | 3544 | 4554 | 55-64 65+ OVERALL
AR 1.7 413 91.3 113.5 56.0 24.6 11.1 355
CO 29 30.4 69.5 42.0 13.7 33.0 0 29.7
KS 4.4 30.4 76.2 76.7 36.5 27.7 14.4 33.2
LA 2.6 69.8 103.7 71.2 32.8 21.9 13.0 43.0
MO 2.2 101.5 | 174.0 § 100.8 35.9 25.5 18.2 64.2
NM 5.8 0 74.0 126.5 0 0 0 26.5
OK 2.0 31.0 87.2 66.0 27.1 23.9 17.2 31.6
TX 2.9 62.4 113.4 89.5 514 324 22.6 49.6

SC REG 2.6 63.1 111.8 86.4 41.7 27.1 17.0 46.2
Uu.s. 2.3 68.2 89.1 67.9 28.2 18.8 11.5 40.8
*Annual mortality rate per 100,000 popul;ation

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 12
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The number of regional firearm-related
homicide deaths during the five years have
remained relatively stable. Arkansas and Louisiana
reported a definite increase over the 5 year period
while Colorado reported a decrease; all other states
remained relatively stable (Table 13).

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 13

Table 13. Homicide Firearmn Deaths by Year of Death
South Central Region, 1985-1989

STATE 1985 | 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 | TOTAL
AR 134 152 130 170 166 752
Cco 106 142 101 89 77 515
KS 71 I 64 54 77 337
LA 346 436 460 402 474 2058
MO 289 310 298 295 284 1476
NM 85 100 87 34 73 429
OK 168 180 164 129 153 794
X 1430 § 1551 | 1256 | 1335 | 1374 6946

SC REG 2629 | 2942 | 2500 | 2558 | 2678 13,307
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PREVENTION

There are an estimated 100-200 million
privately owned firearms in the United States.5 It is
estimated that half of American households have 1 or
more firearms; about 45% of households with guns
own handguns.1®!! The Oklahoma Behavioral Risk
Factor Surveillance System found that 50% of
households surveyed indicated they owned one or
more functional firearms. More than half of all
suicides and homicides are a result of gunshot
wounds.*® Additionally, it has been estimated that
for each firearm death, 5 nonfatal gunshot injuries

occur, 12

Although self protection is a primary reason
given for firearm ownership, research conducted in
King County, Washington revealed that for each
firearm incident of self protection in the home, 1.3
unintentional deaths, 4.6 homicides, and 37 suicides
occurred.!! Firearms in the home were 12 times
more likely to kill a family member or an
acquaintance than a stranger.

In 1985, the estimated total lifetime cost of
firearm-related injuries in the U.S. was $14.4
billion.!3 Only motor vehicle and fall injuries have
higher lifetime costs than firearm injuries.!? Research
in San Francisco found an averags hospitai charge of
$6,915 per patient for the initial hospitalization for a
firearm-related injury.!# Public funds paid 86% of
these charges, and private sources paid 14%. When
the charges were extrapolated to the United States as
a whole, the cost of firearm injuries was estimated at
$429 million per year. A study in Oklahoma found
firearm injuries to the head had an average acute
hospitalization charge of $16,081 per patient.!®

The high social and economic costs of firearm-

elated deaths and injuries cannot be ignored. The

issue is one that involves many public services,
including criminal justice, mental health, social
services, and public health. The Year 2000
Objectives for the Nation include goals to reduce
homicide, suicide, weapon-related deaths, the number
of youth who carry weapons, inappropriate storage of
weapons, and improvement in the design of handguns
to protect children.'® More specifically, educational/
behavioral, technological/environmental, and
legislative/regulatory recommendations to reduce the
firearm problem in the U.S. have been cutlined by
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,

Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control’s
Panel on Violence Prevention.!”

Educational/behavioral efforts focus on
encouraging voluntary removal of handguns from
households and promoting secure storage of firearms
that ~ remain in the home. Development,
implementation and e .luation of school- and peer-
based programs to r luce access to and use of
firearms among children are also recommended.

Technological/environmental measures include
develoging less lethal means of providing security
against assailants, promoting standards to minimize
the risk of firearm injuries (trigger arresters, loaded
chamber indicators, etc.), and establishing pilot
programs employing metal detectors or other
technology to prevent carriage of firearms. in high
risk settings.

Existing legislative and regulatory efforts need
to be intensified. Current laws need to be actively
enforced, resources for investigating and prosecuting
illegal traffic of firearms need to be increased, and
national/central registries of handguns need to be
established for criminal investigations. Additional
legislative/regulatory proposals include  virtually
eliminating the manufacture, importation, and sale of
handguns, instituting a national waiting period for all
firearm purchases with a mandatory criminal record
background check, establishing restrictive licensing of
handgun owners, and enacting an excise tax oam
firearms and ammunition to cover the public cost of
firearm injuries.

Further recommendations include improving
surveillance data for firearm morbidity and mortality,
evaluation of policy initiatives, and collaboration
between criminal justice, public health, and medical
research sectors. Contributing factors such as alcohol
and drugs must also be considered in the effort to
reduce firearm mortality.

UNINTENTIONAL FIREARM INJURIES

In 1983, firearm deaths were the 6th leading
cause of unintentional injury death and the 6th leading
cause of years of potential life lost from unintentional
injuries.!8 Approximately 5% of firearm deaths are
reported as unintentional.!8:19:20 Persons at greatest

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 14



risk include males, adolescents and young adults,
especially 15 to 19 year old males.!® In addition,
persons in rural areas and persons with lower per
capita income are at increased risk. Approximately
1/4 of all unintentional firearm deaths occur in
November and December, during hunting season; it
is not known if these excess deaths are related to
hunting.®

Most (56-93%) unintentional firearm-related
fatalities occur in and around the home.!8:2! A study
conducted in Oklahoma found 85% of unintentional
firearm-related deaths among persons less than 20
years of age occurred at the home.?! Eighty-five
percent of the persons fatally injured were
accompanied by a peer or sibling; only 7% had a
parent present. Thirty-seven percent of the fatal
gunshot wounds were inflicted by a friend, 33% by
a family member (usually a sibling), and 22% were
self-inflicted. A study conducted in North Carolina
found 67% of self-inflicted unintentional wounds
occurred when someone pointed a gun at himself in
jest or play.?2 Wounds inflicted by another person
were more likely related to hunting or young children
playing with a gun.

A common denominator among unintentional
firearm deaths, especially among children, is access
to firearms. A study in Texas of parents presenting to
a pediatric outpatient department found that of
families with a firearm in the home, 55% reported
the gun was loaded at all times.” Of the loaded guns,
only 1/2 were inaccessible (locked up). In addition,
10% of loaded unlocked guns were reported to be
within reach of children.

Reducing access to firearms, particd’larly
around the home, may help decrease the number of
unintentional firearm-related deaths. Firearms need to
be restricted from children particularly. Children do
not have adequate judgement to safely handle
firearms; they do not comprehend the associated
dangers.6 Furthermore, toy guns and real firearms
may be difficult to distinguish. Physicians should
counsel parents on the risk of firearms and the need
to keep them out of the home or locked up.’ Because
changes in behavior are difficult to effect, however,
changes in the design of firearms may also be
necessary to reduce unintentional deaths. Childproof
safety locks, loaded chamber indicators and less
lethal "bullets" are among the suggestions to improve
the design of handguns to prevent unintentional
deaths.!?

FIREARM-RELATED SUICIDE

Suicide is the 8th leading cause of death in the
United States and the 3rd leading cause of death
among persons 15 to 24 years of age.1523 Although
suicide attempts are not legally reportable events, it
is estimated that attempts are 8 times more common
than completed suicides.?* Based on this estimate,
there may be at least 200,000 suicide attempts each
year. In 1987, over 18,000 persons died as a result of
a self-inflicted firearm injury in the U.S. Firearms
are the most lethal and the most common method of
suicide.1® More than half of persons who commit
suicide use firearms®; suicide attempts by firearm
result in death 92% of the time.!4

Males are 5.1 times more likely to commit
suicide with a firearm than females, and whites are
twice as likely as non-whites?5 For the past 30
years, white males have consistently had the highest
suicide rates of any race and sex category.26 In 1980,
white males accounted for 70% of all U.S. suicide
deaths. Although the rate of suicide has not changed
substantially since the 1950’s, persons at greatest risk
have shifted;!9:27 between 1955 and 1980, the suicide
rate among 15 to 24 year olds nearly tripled.28 In
addition, the percentage of suicides completed with
firearms increased substantially.??

Most researchers agree there is no single cause
of suicide but multiple risk factors contribute to the
problem. Persons who have completed suicide
commonly have a family history of suicide, a history
of previous suicide attempts, a medical or psychiatric
disorder, a lack of social support, a fall in
social/economic status, and a firearm available in the
home. 6:27 Furthermore, the increased use of alcohol
and the availability of firearms may be associated
with the increased rate of youth suicide.3® Research
in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania found persons 10-
19 years old who completed suicide with a firearm
were 4.9 times more likely to have consumed alcohol
than persons of the same age who completed suicide
by other means.3°

A range of suicide prevention efforts, including
school-based programs for students and school
personnel, identifying and treating persons with
mental health problems, hotline and crisis services,
effective treatment of suicide attempters, and the
development of community suicide prevention plans
have been suggested and, in some cases, have shown
promise as effective interventions.?4 Programs should
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be evaluated and successful ones expanded.
Controlling access to firearms may help reduce
firearm-related suicides. Suicide attempts with
firearms are very likely to result in death. If a
firearm were not readily available to an impulsive
attempter, a less lethal means might lead to a less
serious injury rather than death.® Physicians should
inquire about the availability of firearms in the home
and focus on getting firearms out of high risk
homes.3! Furthermore, the role of alcohol in firearm-
related suicide needs to be thoroughly investigated
and addressed. Suicide prevention efforts should be
targeted particularly at whites, persons 65 years and
older and among persons 15 to 24 years of age.

FIREARM-RELATED HOMICIDE

Among industrialized nations, the United States
has the highest violent death rate.!® Each year,
handguns are involved in approximately 407,600
assaults, 210,000 robberies, 12,100 rapes, and 9,200
murders.?2 In 1987, a total of 12,657 persons in the
U.S. died as a result of a firearm-related homicide.
Homicide is considered the leading health problem
araong young black Americans.?® Among 15-34 year
old blacks, homicide is the leading cause of death,
resulting in more deaths than any other cause,
including unintentional injury, suicide, heart disease,
or cancer.3? In fact, estimates are that a young black
male has a 1 in 21 lifetime chance of being killed,
likely by one of his contemporaries.>* Firearms are
the weapon used in approximately 60% of
homicides.!935 In 1985, homicides accounted for
612,556 years of potential life lost before age 65
(YPLL) or 5.2% of total YPLL;3S firearms accounted
for 61.4% of homicide-attributable YPLL. Between
1968 and 1985, homicide-attributable YPLL increased
44% compared with a 25% decline in total YPLL.
During the same 18 year period, as a proportion of
total YPLL, homicide-attributable YPLL increased
93% from 2.7% to 5.2%; firearm-related homicide
increased from 1.8% of total YPLL to 3.1%.

A recent study in Seattle and Vancouver found
the firearm assault rate was 7 times higher in Seattle
than Vancouver.?” Vancouver has a more restrictive
policy on handgun regulation. The excess risk was
attributed to a 4.8 fold higher risk of being killed
with a handgun in Seattle.

Low socioeconomic status is an important risk
factor for increased homicide victimization rates, 16:33
It has been suggested that the high rate of homicide
among blacks may simply be a reflection of lower
socioeconomic status.>® The typical homicide is
committed with a firearm and occurs during an
argument among persons who know each other.16 A
study of firearm-related homicides in Ohioc among
family members, relatives or friends®® found most
incidents were impulsive; approximately 1/2 of
offenders did not intend to shoot their victim when
they produced the weapon. Alcohol and/or drugs had
been used by 88% of the victims and/or offenders
prior to the shooting incident. Ninety-six percent of
homicides occurred in the residence in'which the
firearm was always kept. In 44% of incidents, the
firearm was always kept loaded in an unlocked
location.

Several measures may lead to a reduction in
the firearm-related homicide rate. Because homicides
are frequently an impulsive act, limiting the
availability of firearms may help.38 Further, Handgun
Review Beards which regulate the manufacture and
sale of certain firearms within states may reduce
weapon availability.3? Improving the recognition and
treatment of victims of violence, and teaching
nonviotent means of dealing with conflict may also
reduce the number of firearm-related homicides.3?
The role of alcohol and drugs/drug trafficking must
also be evaluated.3%%0 The rising rate of firearm
carriage among high school students has prompted
innovative programs of peer education to train
students at risk for violence to be health advocates,
especially against firearms.*! Gun detectors in high
risk schools have also been suggested to reduce
weapon carrying by adolescents.!” Prevention
programs should give highest priority to 15 to 34
year old black males.

The solution to firearm-related mortality is not
a simple one. Scientific research is needed as a basis
for policy development. A variety of efforts in
education/behavior, technology/environment, and
legislation/regulation need to be developed,
implemented and evaluated. Successful programs
need to be expanded. Further success will come as
law enforcement, social services, medical personnel
and public health officials combine efforts to reduce
the toll from firearm-related deaths.
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Appendix 1. Firearm Deaths* by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Arkansas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
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*Total excludes 1 person of unknown age/sex/race. |

Appendix 2. Firearm Deaths* by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Colorado, 1985-1989
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Appendix 3. Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Kansas, 1985-1989

<15

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL F ALL M F ALL M F M F ALL
0 0 0 0 35 8

43

45-54

119

144

65+

226

21

231

254

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanica included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 4. Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Louisiana, 1985-1989

AGE

WHITE

HISPANIC*

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

F

M

F
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M

F

ALL M

TOT

TOT

TOT

25-34

462

138

102

1018

242

1260

45-54

86

88

23

111

348

109

457

86

62

71

466

95

561

“Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not availeble; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
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Avppendix S. Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Missouri, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F | ALL

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific mcial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 6. Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, New Mexico, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT

AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

<15 13 8 21 17 5 22 1 1 2 3 2 5

65+ 141 24 165 17 2 19 1 0 1 3 0 3 0 0 0 162 26 188
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Appendix 7. Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Oklahoma, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

M

F

ALL

M

TOT

TOT

TOT

45-54 217 67 284 18 5 23

238

73

311

*Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 8. Firearm Deaths* by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Texas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN®*

AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

M

F

ALL

TOT

TOT

*Total excludes 4 persons of unknown sge/sex/race.
**Number of American Indian firearm deaths not available; American Indians included in other mce.,
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Appendix 9. Firearm Deaths* by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, South Central Region, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL F M F ALL
<15 437 134 571 76 27 103 139 48 187 11 2 13 0 669 211 880

*Total excludes 6 persons of unknown age/sex/mce.

Appendix 10. Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, United States, 1987

HISPANIC*

BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN** OTHER** ALL RACES
AGE M F ALL M F ALY M F ALL M F ALL M F TOTAL
<15 389 120 509 129 35 164 532 164 696

*Hispanics inicluded in specific racial group (white, black or other).
**Number of American Indian and other race fircarm deaths not available by age/sex, however, American Indian and other race deaths are included in ALL RACES columns.
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Appendix 11. Average Annual Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Arkansas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M | F ALL

0.00

Appendix 12. Average Annual Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Colorado, 1985-1989

WHITE ] HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

0.74 1.68 2.14 0.00 1.08 2.93 0.00 1.48 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 245 0.56 1.52
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Appendix 13. Average Annual Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Kansas, 1985-1989

0.00 0.00 0.00

0.00

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALY
4.42 2.24 3.34 2.60 1.64

0.63

“Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 14, Average Annual Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Louisiana, 1985-1989

HISPANIC*

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

F

F

M F ALL

TOT
M

*Number of Hisp

ic fircarm deaths not a

TR

ded in specific racial group (white, black or other).
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Appendix 15. Average Annual Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Missouri, 1985-1989

ST

WHITE

HISPANIC*

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL &3 ¥ ALL M F ALL
<15 2.81 0.89 1.88 3.76 3.26 3.51 13.77 0.60 6.89 3.05 0.00 1.52 2.97

25-34

30.61

5.97

25.61

107.65

18.84

4.22

0.00

2.02

46.83

*Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not a

1ok,

luded In specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 16. Average Annual Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, New Mexico, 1985-1989

WHITE II HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT T0T TOT
AGE M F ALY, " M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
<15 3.60 234 2.99 " 4.47 1.35 2.9%4 5.84 6.19 6.01 3.09 2.05 2.57 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.95 1.93 2.95

35.23

9.91

85.74

16.74

33.08

10.77

21.80

50.51

6.89

84.29

41.83

24.59

2.46

31.35

14.04

0.00

0.00

7.96

32.44
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Appendix 17. Average Annual Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Oklahoma, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALY,

*Number of Hispanic fircarm dcaths not availabie; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 18. Average Annual Fircarm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Texas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN® OTHER
TOT TOT TOT

AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

*Number of American Indian firearm deaths not available; American Indians included in other race.
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Appendix 19. Average Annual Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, South Central Region, 1985-1989

et |

AGE

HISPANIC

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

F

TOT TOT

Appendix 20. Average Annual Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, United States, 1987

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN** OTHER®** ALL RACES
AGE M F ALL F M ¥ ALY, M F ALL M F M F TOTAL
<15 1.27 0.93 2.16 2.03 0.65

65+

4.27

41.7§

19.21

*Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
**Number of American Indian and other race firearm deaths not available by age/sex, however, Americen Indian and other race deaths are included in ALL RACES columns.
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Appendix 21. Unintentional Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Arkansas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

Appendix 22. Unintentional Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Colorado, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC “ BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
- 70T TOT TOT
AGE M ¥ ALL M F ALY; " M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

45-54 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ] 0 1 0 1

6
65+ 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2

IR AED ONE B BN N R R R CHE UniNccliRe-HEN R R B N S




e e S BT S Al L e i A A TS a7 AT oy S NI e X 7 LI, S W TR T BRI A SR SREEN T R SR AN PG AT g AT N LT e N R R R e wE T LA R TN

Appendix 23. Unintentional Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Kansas, 1985-1989

WHITE, HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT ToT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M ¥ ALL
3 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 3 18

*Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

9

Appendix 24. Unintentional Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Louisiana, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT

AGE M F ALL M F ALL, M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
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Appendix 25. Unintentionel Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Missouri, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC*® BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F AL

<15 25 4 29 5 1 6 0 0 0 1 0 1 31 5 36

1ot

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 26. Unintentional Fircarm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, New Mexico, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT

AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

45-54 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4

65+ 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1] 0 3 0 3
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Appendix 27. Unintentional Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Oklahoma, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

*Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 28. Unintentional Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Texas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN* OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

*Number of American Indian fircarm deaths not available; American Indians included in other race.

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 35



Appendix 29. Unintentional Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, South Central Region, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F M F ALL
<15 214 38 252 31 7 38 44 15 59 3 2 5 6 293 62

25-34 189 33 222 38 4 42 39 9 48 1 1 2 0 267 47 314
dos s 1
45.54 | 94 15 109 7 1 8 9 1 10 0 0 0 0 110 17 127

65+

128

12

13

Appendix 30. Unintentional Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, United States, 1987

AGE

WHITE

HISPANIC*

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN*#*

F

F

M

F

M F ALL

M

<15

34

40

36

48

47

291

*Hispanics included in specific racial group (whiie, black or other).
¢*Numbér of American Indian and other race firesrm desths not sveilable by age/sex, however, American Indian and other race deaths are included in ALL RACES columns.
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Appendix 31. Average Annval Unintentional Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Arkansas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALY, M F ALL

0.67 1.02 0.85 0.00 0.00

<15 0.00 0.00 1.95 0.76 1.37

Appendix 32. Average Annual Unintentional Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Colorado, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

<15 1.01 0.25 0.64 1.07 0.00 0.54 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.060 0.060 0.00 0.00 0.96 0.19 0.58
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Appendix 33. Average Annual Unintentional Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Kansas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT

AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL - M F ALL M F ALL

0.60

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.11 0.23 0.69

1.97 2.01 0.00 1.03
e A0 0.00] 000 |57 000 |

0.00 0.00 0.00

0,00 7000 ] 0,00"

65+ 1.03 0.00 . 0.00

*Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 34. Average Annual Unintentional Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Louisiana, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
<15 2.07 0.42 1.27 1.87 0.42 1.15 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.97 0.41 1.20

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
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Appendix 35. Average Annual Unintentional Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Missouri, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

0.00 0.00

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group {(white, black or other).

Appendix 36. Average Annual Unintentional Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, New Mexico, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
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Appendix 37. Average Annual Unintentional Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Oklahoma, 1985-1989

WHITE

HISPANIC®

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

AGE M

F

F

: [ w

M F ALL

TOT
M

TOT

TOT

not

*Number of Hispanic fircarm death

Appendix 38. Aver:ge Annual Unintentional Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Texas, 1985-1989

HISPANIC

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN®

OTHER

AGE M

M F ALL

M

*Number of American Indian fircarm deaths not available; American Indians included in other race.




’

Appendix 39. Average Annual Unintentional Fircarm Death Rates per 100,000 Population 2y Age,

BUHTRATS,

Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, South Central Region, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
<15 1.48 0.28 0.89 0.94 0.22 0.48 0.93 10.7 0.73 0.90 0.30 0.00 0.15 136 0.30 0.84

45-54

0.81

0.13

0.59

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.75

65+

0.81

0.00

0.69

0.00

0.00

1.76

0.76

Appendix 40. Average Annual Unintentional Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, United States, 1987

WHITE

HISPANIC*

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN¢#¢ OTHER** ALL RACES
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F TOTAL
<15 0.80 0.18 0.50 0.89 0.16 0.53 0.77 0.18 0.48

1.28

0.23

0.44

1.14

0.25

0.78

*Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
**Nuimber of American Indian and other race firearm deaths not available by age/sex, however, American Indian and other race deaths are included in ALL RACES columns,
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Appendix 41. Suicide Fircarm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Arkansas, 1985-1989

HISPANIC

BLACK

M

F

M

F ALL

M

TOT
M

TOT

65+

357

33

Appendix 42. Suicide Fircarm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Colc.zdo, 1985-1989

HISPANIC

BLACK

F

F ALL

TOT
M

TOT
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Appendix 43. Suicide Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Kansas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
<15 12 i 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 1] 0 0 12 1 13

207 12 219 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 2 209 13 222

*Number of Hispanic fircann deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 44. Suicide Firearm D:aths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Louisiana, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALY M F ALL M F ALL M ¥ ALL

65+ 363 72 435 27 4 31 0 0 0 1 0 1 391 76 467

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanica included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
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Appendix 45. Suicide Fireui.« Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Missouri, 1985-1989

WIHITE IHISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

ic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 46. Suicide Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, New Mexico, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTEER

AGE M ¥ ALL M ¥ ALL M F ALY M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

136 19 155 14 0 14 151 i9 170

a8 | 559, Cogp st |ooem
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Appendix 47. Suicide Firecarm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Oklahoma, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

25-34 249 58 307 16 5 21 10 1 11 0 1 1 275 65 340

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 48. Suicide Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Texas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN* : OTHER
TOT TOT TOT

AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

25-34 1059 251 1310 239 31 270 123 28 151 9 4 13 1430 314

65+ 1237 163 1400 81 5 86 36 7 43 1 0 i 1353 175 1530

*Number of American Indian firearm deaths not available; American Indians included in other mce.
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Appendix 49. Suicide Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, South Central Region, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
AGE M ¥ ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

25-34 2608 577

65+ 3403 398

Appendix 50. Suicide Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, United States, 1987

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN®* OTHER** " ALL RACES
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALY " M F TOTAL

65+ 3740 384 4124 145 15 160 3894 400 4294

*Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
**Number of American Indian and other race firearm deaths not available by age/sex, however, American Indian and other race deaths are included in ALL RACES columns.
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Appendix 51. Average Annual Suicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Arkansas, 1985-1989

HISPANIC

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

M

F

M

F

M

F

ALL

0.00

Appendix 52. Average Annual Suicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Colorado, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
0.86 0.08 0.48 0.36 0.00 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.40

4.63

28.27

13.13

8.49

0.00

29.94

0.00

12.48

58.46
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Appendix 53. Average Annual Suicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Kansas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.89 0.08 0.49

*Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 54. Average Annual Suicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Louisiana, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC? BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER “ TOT TOT TOT

AGE M E) ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M ¥ ALL " M F ALL

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.60 0.00 0.00 I 0.47 0.26 0.37

*Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific mcial group (white, black er other).
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Appendix 55. Average Annual Suicide Fircarm Desth Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Missouri, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL 24 F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
<15 0.76 0.18 0.47 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.64 0.15 0.40

25-34

“Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not avail

e hind e $

ble; Hispeni in specific racizl group (white, black or other).

Appendix 56. Average Annual Suicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Pepulation by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, New Mexico, 1985-1989

{f
WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALY, M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
0.29 0.71 0.26 0.27 0.27 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

45-54 23.15 8.62 15.80 25.79 1.97. 13.36 0.00

19.78 10.11 33.03 0.00 14.80 0.00 0.00 0.00 23.97 6.05 14,75

65+ 81.30 8.36 39.30 20.25 0.00 0.00

0.00 0.00 8.15 0.00 3.91 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Appendix 57. Average Annual Suicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Oklahoma, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific mcial group (white, black o other).

Appendix 58. Average Annual Suicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Texas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN* OTHER
TOT TOT TOT

AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

*Number of American Indian firearm deaths not available; Americen Indians included in other race.
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Appendix 59. Average Annual Suicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, South Central Region, 1985-1989

AGE

WIITE

HISPANIC

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

OTHER

F

F

M F ALL

M

TOT

Appendix 60. Average Annual Suicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, United States, 1987

WHITE

HISPANIC*

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN**

OTHER**

ALL RACES

M

F

F

M F ALL

M

F

M

TOTAL

0.56

17.73

17.07

3.60

4.49

15.83

9.29

40.55

G|

*Hispanics included in specific racial greup (white, black or other).
**Number of Amcrican Indian and other mce firearm deaths not available by age/sex, however, American Indian and other race deaths are included in ALL RACES columns.

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United Stazes Page 51




Appendix 61. Homicide Firearm Deaths* by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Arkansas, 1985-1989

HISPANIC

BLACK

AGE M F ALL M

F

M

F

ALL

25-34 83 29 112 3

*Total excludes 1 person of unknown age/sex/race.

Appendix 62. Homicide Firearm Deaths* by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Colorado, 1985-1989

HISPANIC

BLACK

AGE M F ALL M

F

M

F

TOT
M

TOT

*Total excludes 1 person of unknown age/sex/mce.
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Appendix 63. Homicide Firearm Deizas by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Kansas, 1985-1989

HISPANIC*

BLACK

AGE M

F

M

F

TOT
M

Appendix 64. Homicide Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Louisiana, 1985-1989

HISPANIC®

BLACK

AGE M

M

F

F

M

TOT

TOT

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, biack or other),
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Appendix 65. Homicide Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Missouri, 1985-1989

WIOTE HISPANIC* BLACK ARTERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M l F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

65+ 16 22 38 17 6 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 33 28 - 61

*Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 66. Homicide Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, New Mexico, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

25-34 23 14 37 69 15 84 8 1 9 2 9 0 0 0 107 32 139
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Appendix 67. Homicide Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Rate/Ethnicity, Oklahoma, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE . M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

ic fircarm deaths not available; Hi ics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

*Number of Hi

4

Appendix 68. Homicide Firearm Deaths* by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Texas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN#** OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M ¥ ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

<15 37 23 61 16 11 27 35 10 45 3 0 3 91 45 136

*Total exciudes 4 persons of unknown nge/sex/race.
*3*Number of American Indian firearm deaths not available; American Indians included in other race,
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Appendix 69. Homicide Firearm Deaths* by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, South Central Region, 1985-1989

HISPANIC

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

F

M

F

M F ALL

TOT

TOT TOY

134

*Total excludes 6 persons of unknown age/sex/race.

Appendix 70. Homicide Firearm Deaths by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, United States, 1987

WHITE

HISPANIC*

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN®*

F

F

M F ALL

*Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
*sNumbcr of American Indian and other mce fircarm deaths not availablc by age/sex, however, American Indian and other race deaths are included in ALL RACES columns.
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Appendix 71. Average Annual Homicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Arkansas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
" TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
<15 0.38 0.70 0.53 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.68 0.34 1.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.65 0.61 0.63

Appendix 72. Averagz Annual Homicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Colorado, 1985-1989

l WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

65+ 3.10 1.19 1.96 0.00 0.00 . . 6.90 4.25 . 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.78 1.23 1.86
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Appendix 73. Average Annual Homicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Kansas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC® BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M ¥ ALL

0.33 0.18 0.26 4.42 2.24 3.34 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.59 0.31 0.46

25-34 6.59 237 4.51 12.60 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10.00 2.82 6.46

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 74. Average Annual Homicide Fircarm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Louisiana, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT

AGE M F ALL M F ALL ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

1.56 0.00 0.00

*Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
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Appendix 75. Average Annual Homicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Missouri, 1985-1989

R AR s A

WHITE

IHISPANIC*

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

F

F

M

M

TOT

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 76. Average Annual Homicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, New Mexico, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
2.05 1.99 2.37 0.81 1.60 6.19 6.01 1.03 0.51 0.060 0.00 .00 2.09 1.32 1.711

2.03
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Appendix 77. Average Annual Homicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Oklahoma, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

h, Tyud,

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics i d in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 78. Averzge Annual Homicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, S#x, and Race/Ethnicity, Texas, 1985-1989

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN® OTHER

TOT TOY TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M ¥ ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

0.44

*Number of American Indian firearm deaths not available; American Indians included in other mce,
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Appendix 79. Average Annuai Homicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, South Central Region, 1985-1989

AGE

WHITE

HISPANIC

BLACK

AMERICAN INDIAN

OTHER

M

F

ALL

F

TOT -

TOT

65+

2.75

1.93

2.24

0.73

2.54

4.29

2.09

4.22

Appendix 80. Average Anaual Homicide Firearm Death Rates per 100,000 Population by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, United States, 1987

HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN#®* OTHER®** ALL RACES
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M ¥ TOTAL
0.48 0.27 0.38 2.25 0.72 1.49 06.73 0.34 0.54

10.61

2.83

14.68

49.26

18.59

11.31

45-54

5.09

1.47

3.23

6.55

16.29

7.19

2.76

4.50

1.98

1.48

2.98

6.42.

2,75

1.28

1.87

*Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
**Niznber of Americen Indian and other race firearm deaths not svailable by age/sex, however, Americen Indian and other race deaths are included in ALL RACES columna.

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States

Page 61



Appendix 81. Population Characteristics by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Arkansas, 1980 Census

HISPANIC

BLACK

OTHER

AGE M

F ALL

F

F ALL

TOT
M

212418

412533

118150

277357

2286435 ]i

Appendix 82. Population Characteristics by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Colorado, 1980 Census

478313

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ] ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL
256875 24392¢ 500804 56197 55165 111362 13664 13407 27071 2667 2624 5291 11249 335060 320717 655777
£a33128 |t 924306 | 457431 ‘37589 | 76190 13156 11036 | 724192 9187 | . 2015 4202 9179 || ;291628 | . 279266 | s7T1194.
242982 235331

279851

569545

147488

115177

134054 224236

146751

I

| aasseri
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Appendix 83. Popuiation Characteristics by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Kansas, 1980 Census
WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

“ <15 240144 227310 467454

9011 8523 17534 269477 255778 525255

172885 168539 341424 374618

176658 293644 773 992 1765 122251 1849012 306263

*Number of Hispanic firearm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 84. Population Characteristics by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Louisiana, 1980 Census

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
- TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL Sl F ALL M F AlLL M F ALL
<15 347209 331268 678477 192757 191481 384238 1876 1822 3698 6619 6262 12881 548461 530833 | 1079294

246510

485677 680759

239167

144062

65+ 116812 177455 294267 44698 62925 107622 316 320 636 777 976 1753 162603 241676 404279

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
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Appendix 85. Population Characteristics by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Missouri, 1980 Census

451115

WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F M F ALL
532773

74473 73635

56589

148108

451073

1091738

25-34 328701 334912

383285

752737

257461

362229

391105

th

*Number of Hispanic fircanm d not available; Hil ics included in specific racial group (white, blrck or other).

Appendix 86. Population Characteristics by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, New Mexico, 1980 Census

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK

AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F

M

TOT
M

<15 149831

1722711

118149

115906
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Appendix 87. Population Characteristics by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Oklahoma, 1980 Census

i WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER

TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL

337502 693555

<15 289996 273707 563703

25-34 205233 475574

45-54 129822 7198 13708 1406 1765 i 144385 154345 268730

280856

136882 203262 340144 8162 11718 19880 5928 8646 14574 641 887 1528 151613 224513 376126

*Number of Hispanic fircarm deaths not available; Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).

Appendix 88. Population Characteristics by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, Texas, 1980 Census

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN* OTHER
TOT TOT TOT
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALY, M F ALL
<15 1003111 950559 1953670 521096 504011 1025107 244749 241345 486094 27700 26367 54067 1722282 3518938

491734 131074 142959 274033 25484 25473 50957

815889 1207095 2426537

45-54 485981 225312 63822 75952 139774 6379 7766 14145

371161

429635 1072221 67149 83200 150349 82448 141805 6786

*Number of American Indian firearm deaths not available; American Indinns included in other race.

Firearm-Related Mortality in the South Central United States Page 65



Appendix 89. Population Characteristics by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, South Central Region, 1980 Census

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN OTHER “
TOT TOT TOT {i
AGE M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL M F ALL - ;
2898505 2746323 635779 1292018 637113 629482 1266595 4314300 | 4130152 8444452

470015

:944359.

309778

346185

655963

180554

1377419

2704078

151954

188201

340155

3392945

| 340970

[ idorssy

160211 |

e

1273089

1893577

3166666

198108

157319

220050

377369

1536255

446384

2630335 || 1oors7

3820667

2034315

i 9234581

17218888

3781663

|
Appendix 90. Population Characteristics by Age, Sex, and Race/Ethnicity, United States, 1980 Census*
WHITE HISPANIC* BLACK AMERICAN INDIAN** OTHER?** ALL RACES
AGE M F ALL F ALL M F ALL M F ALL F ALL M F TOTALY
<15 20577606 19550357 40127963 3827477 3772681 7600158 26217310 25073029 51290339
s | i
15324675 30629629 1955439 2254593 4210032 18381903 18699936 37081839
10906317 | 21586540° 1928877 | . 11470937.| 2708814 - iaseomio | iaoedoor | 25634710
10057755 19614552 1019808 1252066 11008919 11790368 22799787
87 i3 851558 | 11056062 151758 | - Hssn |- Bunooss.
846712 1240146 2086858 10304915 15244512 25549427
*Hispanics included in specific racial group (white, black or other).
**American Indian and other race population included only in ALL RACES columns.
1Totals may not add up due to rounding.
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