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NATI:ONAL' 
NEIGHBORHOOD: 

WATCH 
PROGRAM 

A self help community crime 
prevention educational program 
to reduce the threat of burglary 
to you and your neighbors. 

HOW TO PROTECT 
YOUR- HbME." 

• SELECTED SECURITY STEPS ' 
• WHERETO BEGIN, , 
• RECOMMENDATIONS TO REDUCE RISK 
• CONVENJE~T SECURlTY CHECK' ,LISt <1 
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IS YOURS AN "OPEN HOUSE?' 
Safeguard your property against these major invitations to burglary. 

CRIME PREVENTION IS NEIGHBORLY 
Educate your neighbors to these simple steps to security. 

America's law enforcement officials are increasingly concerned because bur­
glaries la~t year multiplied twice as fast in suburban and rural areas as they did 
in cities. Law enforcement agencies solved only nineteen percent of those 
bUrglaries. Seventy-one percent of those arrested last year had been lJreviously 
arrested on the same charge. 

Burglary has been a comparatively safe crime to commit. Only with active 
citizen cooperation can the sheriff hope to make it unprofitable. Let us help one 
another to reduce bUrglaries in every county in America. 

Ferris·K LlIcas, Executive Director, National Sheriffs' Association 

WALKS AND DRIVEWAYS should be kept free from offering concealment to 
intruders and other criminals. 

GATES AND FENCES While offering possible concealment to criminals, gates and 
fences properly used can also deter the removal of large items and increase the 
difficulty of breaking in. 

ALARMS provide added protection and are most effective when used with other 
security tecimiques. Alarms are designed to detect an attempted intrusion. Your 
local law enforcement agency can provide proper advice with regard to alarms. 

MARK ALL PROPERTY Check on proper procedures, maintain records of serial 
numbers of all valuables.. This aids in the return of stolen property. 

PRUNE LARGE TREES Low limbs can provide second story access. 

LAWN CARE A very effective clue that someone is at home and cares. 

TRIM SHRUBS Deny intruders a hiding place to work, don't block the view. 
Permit ready viSibility by neighbors and police. 

THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION'S 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
WATCH 

PROGRAM 

HOME SECURITY INSPECTION 

Do you know where your home security is weak and invites burglars? 

This booklet is designed to allow you to go through your home and make a check 
to see that you are not inviting burglars by having little or no security. 

The back inside cover provides a list of the most common weaknesses. 

Use the iist and the information in this book to rate your home security. 

REMEMBER ... 

A burglary is committed every 13 seconds in the United States. The information in 
this booklet is to help see that if doesn't happen to you. A recent major burglary 
study indicated that public involvement in crime prevention through programs 
designed to alert citizens to the steps they can take to protect their property has 
been exceptionally successful. Home inspections, better IighHng, improved locks 
and increased security have paid off in fewer residential burghtries. The information 
in this guide has been proven effective in protecting yuu and your neighbors. 

ALL THESE STEPS ARE IMPORTANT -TOGETHER THEY AID IN PRO­
TECTING YOUR HOME AND YOUR PROPERTY. 



BEGIN THE SECURITY CHECK ... 

. . . inside the house with the front door and continue to.your right completely 
around the house. Be sure that all possible points of entry are inspected and well 

secured. 

I. HINGE DOORS 

All exterior doors should be solid core construction. 

LOCKS Your firstlinc of dcfcnse, locks are only good if you use them.:' lnexpensivc 
locks are relatively ineffective. Keep your exterior doors locked; tell your friends, 
neighbors and baby sitters. Keep track of your keys. 

A. A latch of the dead-latching. plunger type is recommended. 

o 
LATCH WITHOUT 
PLUNGER 

B. All outside entrance doors should have a I inch deadlock. 

LATCH WITH PLUNGER 

PLUNGER 

NOTE: Bolt may be operated from inside by the thumb turn or from the 
outside with a key. 

1" THROW DEADLOCK 

If there is glass within 40 inches of the lock, a double cylinder, I inch deadlock is 
recommended . 

NOTE: Must be operated by a key from either side. 

DOUBLE CYLINDER DEADLOCK 

Special care must be 
taken to allow for 
emergPllcy exit. Oc­
cupants must have 
access to keys. 

Doors, which are opencd only from 
the inside, may take an inside, 
1 inch dead bolt, which is operated 
with a thumb turn. 

NOTE: Dead bolt operates from 
inside only by operating the thumb 
turn. 

KEY IN THE KNOB LOCKS Most 
frequently used, least secure. Two 
types with a trigger bolt (Dead­
latch) these are more secure than 
locks without tlus feature. Gener­
ally, these types of locks can be 
forct'd, by breaking off the knob 
portion which ca~ be jimnlied or 
shimmied because of the short 
length of latch. These locks can be 
effectively supplemented by the 
additional use of a deadbolt. (see 
"deadbolt") 

Key in Knob 
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C. If the hinges are located on the outside of the door, non-removable hinge pins 
are recommended. There is also a simple way to prevent removal of the door 
once the pins are extracted. Remove the two center screws from the hinge and 
insert a headless screw in such a manner that when the door is closed the screw 
will engage the other hinge. 

~ 
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NOTE: Insert headless screw on 
either side, allowing it to protrude 
approximately 14". 

0 e 
0 0 

0 ® 

HEADLESS SCREW i .~. 

D. Peepholes, or interviewers, are recommended for all outside entrance doors. 

<1-

From Outside-SHOWN CLOSED. WIDE ANGLE VIEWER 

-li-~--

II. SLIDING GLASS DOORS 

A. A sliding glass door is lifted into position when installed and, therefore, must be 
lifted from the track to be removed. To prevent this, it is recommended that 
1 % inch pan head (large head), sheet metal screws be inserted into the top of 
the door frame at both ends and the middle. These screws should be adjusted so 
that the door barely clears them when it is operated. 

n. The best lock for a sliding glass door is a deadlock, which utilizes a bored pin 
I umbler cylinder and is operable by a key from the outside. The lock bolt 
should engage the strike sufficiently so that it will not be disengaged by any 
amount of movement. When the existing inside pull has to be changed in order 
10 accommodate a new deadlock, an inside cylinder pull is recommended as a 
replacemen t. 

SLIDING DOOR DEADLOCK 

INSIDE CYLINDER PULL 

Spindle Fits Into This Slot 



C. A commercial locking device is recommended for sliding glass doors, on which 
the slide action occurs outside. This device is affixed to the stationary frame 
and interlocks into the sliding frame. 

NOTE: Can be installed either top or bottom-but if door sills are thin, lock 
can be mounted on either upper or lower track. 

.... PIN 

/ 
I 

THE PURPOSE OF SECURING A SLIDING DOOR IS TO KEEP IT 
FROM SLIDING OR BEING PRIED UP AND OUT OF. THE TRACK 

D. It is recommended that a metal rod or wooden dowel be placed in the track of 
the sliding in order to brace it closed. A similar effect can be achieved by 
drilling holes in the track and inserting steel pins at the point where the door is 
pulled open. 
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REMEMBER: The attic door, the door from the basement to the house are all 
subject to illegal entry. Take the time to check your doors. Use common sense 
security-B(;~ter yet-IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS CALL YOUR LOCAL 
SHERIFF OR OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. SHARE YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE WITH A NEIGHBOR. 

III. WINDOWS 

A. Sliding, aluminum-frame windows should be secured by the same methods used 
for the sliding door. Both the pan head top screws and the bracing devices 
(metal rod, wooden dowel, or steel pins) arc effective on this type of window. 
Additionally, several types of secondary locks arc available for installation. 

B. Sliding, wooden-frame windows should be secured in the same manner as the 
aluminum sliding windows. 

C. Double hung windows (which operate upward and downward) usualJy possess a 
standard locking device which should be inspected. Commercial secondary locks 
are available and should be installed. Additionally, deep wood screws may be 
used in the tracks to brace the window closed. 

If you need open windows or doors for ventilation 
try these hints to make them safer. 

Pin your double-hung windows . 

Control the size of the opening. 

D. Casement windows contain a geared operating handle and a locking device; 
these should be in proper working order. Commercial locking devices should 
also be installed. , /,- \ 

I' '\ 

E. Louvered windows and their 
locking devices should be in­
spected to be sure they are in 
proper working order. They 
should also be covered with an 
expanded metal screen. If in­
stallation of the screen must be 
outside, one-way screws should 
be used. (Example Number 8) 
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IV. LIGHTS 

:\. Burglar~ prerer darkness. 

B. Protect exterior ligh ts from intentional breakage by placing them high out" 
reach and protected. 

C. Use automatic devices for interior lights when you are away. 

V. GARAGE DOORS 

GARAGR DOORS should be kept closed and locked. Tools and equipment kept 
in the garage are targets of burglars, may provide an opportunity to penetrate 
through a door leading into the house. The tools generally kept in the garage 
may provide the method of breaking-in as well as being part of the loot. 

A. The garage door should be se­
cured with a good, case 
hardened padlock, on which 
both ends of the shackle engage. 

13. I I' the garage door rolls on tracks, a hole should be drilled in the track so that the 
padlock can be utilized as a brace. Steel pins may also be used. 

Keep in mind that you cannot make a residence impregnable, but you can de­
ter a burglar by taking these recommended precautions. Force the burglar, 
through security measures, into a situation in which he must break glass in order 
to enter. This is the type of situation he wishes to avoid. 

Also, keep in mind that merely possessing sound locking devices is not 
enough. Locks must be used regularly in order to be of value. 

GLOSSARY OF LOCK WORDS 

BACKSET 

Distance from lock trim face to centerline of cylinder and/or :ock hub. (Always 
measured from the center of the lock face.) 

BOLTS 

Projectable member of lock or latch mechanism, which engages door frame and 
strike. 



DEADBOLT 

I311lt, which has no automatic spring action and which is operated (both 
projected and retracted) by key cylinder or lever handle. Two basic types-horizon­
tal and verticol, considered, when properly installed, to be the safest and strongest 
locks available. Ideally used with Mortise or Key-in-the-Knob locks for maximum 
security. 

LATCHBOLT 

A bevelled spring-loaded bolt that automatically seals in strike on contact. 
Retracted by key cylinder or lever handle. 

CASE 

Housing for lock or latch mechanism. 

CYLINDER 

I-lousing containing a tumbler mechanism and a keyway plug, which can be 
turned only by the correct key. Includes a cam or spindle to transmit rotary action" 
to a lock or latch mechanism. For security and "keying versatility, authorities 
generally specify a pin tumbler of no less than five (5) pins. These are available in 
the Mortise cylinder (round, threaded housing) or the Bored lock cylinder 
(sometimes called a cylinder "insert"). Both types offer the same functional value of 
security and convenience and are often included in the same keYing system. 

CAM 

A rotating eccentric piece attached 1.0 the end of a cylinder plug to actuate a 
lock or latch mechanism. 

LAZY CAM OR LAZY SPINDLE 

A "lost motion" cam or spindle that rotates less than 360 degress when key and 
plug are rotated a full turn. 

ESCUTCHEON 

Trim plate or lever handle mounting plate. 

FACEPLATE 

A lock's trim plate on nose of door. Must be nat, radiused (standard '2~5/8" 1'.) 
or bevelled (standard 1/8" in 2") to match door edge. 

ARMORED FACEPLATE 

Faceplate that protects cylinder setscrews. 

LATCH 

Device for automatically retaining door in closed position upon its closing. 
Requires actuation to retract its bolt. 

DEADLATCH 

A latch, in which the latchbolt is positively held in projected position by an 
auxiliary mechanism. 

LOCK 

Device for securing door in closed position against unauthorized or forced entry. 
Requires actuation to project or to retract its bolt. 

DEADLOCK 

Lock, in which the bolt is positively held in projected position. 



IDENTIFICATION OF LOCK PARTS 

SLIDING DOOR DEADLOCK 

0 

0 0 
STRIKE 

(0 

~ 
STANDARD 

STRIKE 

Spindle Fits Into This Slot 

LEADING STILE SLIDING PANEL 
STATIONARY 

PANEL 

\ / L 

FRAME \. I ,;( 

"- LOCK 

( STOP 

·tPULL ':.t. ., SLIDING DOOR ~ CYLINDER 
-....". 

1\ 
JAMB 

-
'-

, 
INTER LOCKIN TRACK G 

STILES NOSE (EDGE) 

HEADER 
WOODEN DOOR DEADLOCK 

INACTIVE 
DOOR 

TOP RAIL 

STRIKE 

NARROW STILE 
SWINGING DOORS 

/ 

ACTIVE 
, DOOR 

LOCK 
STILE 

HINGE 
STILE 

PULL 

NATIONAL SHERIFFS' 
ASSOCIATION 

HOME SECURITY CHECK-LIST 

NAME __________________ ~ 

STREET ______________ PI-lONE 

CITY _________ STATE ZIP ___ _ R.D. 

S - Satisfactory U - Unsatisfactory Circle the appropriate condition below: 

BUILDING TYPE: Residence __ Apartment __ Other __ 

DOORS RECOMMENDATIONS 

0 MAIN ENTRANCE S U 

0 SIDE DOOR S U 

0 BACK DOOR S U 

0 BASEMENT DOOR S U 

0 OTHER DOOR ( S U 

0 OTHER DOOR( S U 

0 SLIDING DOOR (INSIDE) S U 

0 SLIDING DOOR (OUTSIDE) S U 

WINDOWS 

0 DOUBLE HUNG S U 

0 SLIDING S U 

0 CASEMENT S U 

0 LOUVER S U 

0 OTHER ( S U 

0 LIGHTING S U 

0 SHRUBBERY S U 

0 ALARM SYSTEM Yes No 

0 MISC. OPENING ( ) 

0 MISC. OPENING ( -----_._--_. 

REMARKS: 

INSPECTED BY DATE STATION . ____ ._ 



HOME PROTECTION 

" Keep a watchful eye on your neighbor's home. 

• Report immediately to your sheriff or police any suspicious acts, persons, 
vehicles or circumstances. Write down accurate descriptions or license numbers. 

• Discourage burglars by using proper locks, and being alert. 

• Remember, an informed, alert and active community is absolutely necessary to 
win the war 011 crime. 

For Additional Information Call: 

Ne~·,.~r Give a Burglar an Even Break 
\ '. 

\ 
", THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 

h\~cooperation with your 
L(,,-'CAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
furl''ded by a grant from the 
lAW~NFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION 
UNIT~D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION'S 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
PROGRAM 

A self help crime wevention [!,fO­

. to rflduce threats to you 
your neighbor's property. 

HO'W" Some simple steps to increase 
• security which reduce risk and 

vulneral?ility and will minImize 
loss of property. 

THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 
in cooperation with your 
LOCAL LAWENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
funded by a grant from the 
LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION 
UNITED STATES DePARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



The National Neighborhood 
Watch is total participation 
and involvement in a Sheriff­
Citizen mutual help coopera­
tive battle against burglaries, 
lts primary purpose being the 
protection of your property. 

Nationally in the past five 
years, burglary has increased 
70% and larceny 109%. These 
crimes against you and your 
neigh bors therefore represent 
a countrywide problem. These 
two crimes alone total in ex­
cess of 70% of all reported 
crimes. 

Make the effort! Become 
acquainted with your neigh­
bors. Discuss The National 
Neighborhood Watch Program 
with them. If you know they 
arc away and you see an ob­
vious invitation to a burglar, 
correct it. Close the open gar­
age door, remove the accumu­
lation of newspapers from the 
door stoop. Why not be 
friendly? 

* 

America's sheriffs are increasingly concerned be­
cause burglaries last year multiplied twice as fast in 
suburban and rural areas as they did in cities. 

Burglary has been a comparatively safe crime to 
commit. Only with active citizen cooperation can the 
sheriff hope to make it unprofitable. Let us help one 
another reduce burglaries in every county in America, 

Ferris E. Lucas, Executive Director 
National Sheriffs' Association 

Brightly colored window and bumper stick­
ers have been designed for the National 
Neighborhood Watch Program Campaign. 
Use of these materials is designed to warn 
potential burglars that their chance of 
being observed and apprehended is greater. 
Window stickers are to be prominently 
displayed on the front door or in a window 
facing the street. 

Be suspicious of that man you have never 
seen before. The unauthorized caudy seller 
or tlze teenager selling 1!ewspape1' and maga­
zine subscriptions may use an unanswered 
doorbell as the opportunity to enter an 
unsecured !zome. Keep an eye on all strang­
ers while they are in your neighborhood 
(54% of an burglaries are committed by 
youths under 18). 

That person (young or old) "taking a 
shortcut" through your backyard may have 
broken into your neighbor's home. CALL 
YOUR LOCAL SHERIFF OR OTHER 
LA W ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. 

• 
PREVENT 

BURGLARIES 

Don't assume someone else has called 
(Emergency pho1le number stickers are 
available from your local sheriffs' office 
and other law enforcement agencies). 

Babysitters-Always leave a number where 
you or your doctor can be reached-Advise 
the sitter-Never admit strangers, always 
lock exterior doors, never leave children 
alone. 

Know your neighbors and their cars by 
sight. Obtain their phone numbers; give 
them yours. 

Write down license numbers and descrip­
tions of strange cars. That moving van may 
Hot have been ordered by your neighbor. 

Lock all doors and windows-even in sum­
mer. MallY daytime' apartment burglaries 
are committed by tlte use of a "shim." 
Installation of dead bolt door locks curtails 
this type of entry. Place a broom halldle in 
the lOlVer tracl~ of sliding doors. 

REMEMBER-REPORT PROMPTLY SUSPICIOUS CONDUCT OR CIRCUMSTANCES TO YOUR SHERIFF 
OR OTHER LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. 



Leave a radio playing and different ligl1ts 
burning every time you go out at night. An 
inexpensive timing device is helpful, p1101le 
your neighbor; inform him when you Lealie 
and when you expect to return to your 
residence. 

Padlock the garage door, especially if it is 
attached to the house. Why hide a. burglar 
who's breaking into your home? 

Don't advertise that you're on vacation. 
Cancel all home deliveries of newspapers, 
milk, etc.; pick up tools, lock the garage 
and gates, and don't provide a means for 
entry to a burglar. 

Leave a key with your ndghborj don't put 
a key under your doormat. Ask him to pick 
up your mail. Change positiOl't of your 
blinds and drapes daily. 

Record the description and serial numbers 
of your personal possession~. JVJark articles 
that do not have serial numbers. Stolen 
articles that lack positive identification 
marks are seldom returned to their owners. 

Notify your sheriff and other local law 
enforcement agency of your vacation dates. 
Request them to make periodic checks of 
your home. during your absence, 

If you have reason to believe that a 
burglary was committed while you were 
away, DO NOT ENTER! Use your neigh­
bor's phone and call your local sheriff or 
other law enforcement officer IMMEDI­
ATELY. The burglar may still he there. 
Watch the house and wait for the sheriff or 
other law enforcement officer. 

Help your neighbor. Barking dogs could 
mean prowlers. Look and listen! 

Was that light a beam from a flashlight? 
You may see it only once, If you know 
your neighbor is away, call your local1aw 
enforcement agent. 

Take that extra minute or two to check 
your home before leaving. A few months' 
salary can be taken from your home in 
seconds. 

SEVERAL STEPS TO SECURITY 
RISK REDUCTION TECHNIQUES 
DEVELOP YOUR DEFENSES 
THINGS TO REMEMBER 
NEVER GIVE A BURGLAR AN EVEN BREAK! 

THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION'S 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
PROGRAM 

~A self help crime p.,l'evention ero-
.. gram to reduce threats to YaH 

:. .' aHd your neighbor'S property. 

HOWIIIf7; Some. simpl~ steps to ~ncrease 
• security which reduce nsk and 

vulnerability and will minimize 
loss of property. 

THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 
in cooperation with your 
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
funded by a grant from the 
LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Shoplifting 
Everyone pays for shoplifting. The FBI reports shop­
lifting increased 300% in the last 10 years. Shoplifting 
costs too much. I mpress on children shoplifting is a 
crime and can result in a criminal record. 

Check Cashing 
Never accept a check from a stranger. Require identi· 
fication. Limit amounts to purchases. Require a 
thumb or fingerprint as well as other forms of I D. 

Con su mer Protection 

Deal with established, responsible firms. 
Don't rush into major purchases. 
Read and understand written contracts. 
Know the cost of credit. 
Know the terms of your guaranty. 
Watch for deceptive pricing and bargain claims. 
Report fraud. 
Seek legal recourse. 
Seek out your consumer protection agency when in 
doubt before you act. 

A great deal of the time in your life is spent away 
from home-the place you work can be a threat to 
your property ... You must be :.!lert-know where 
the threats are or can come from ... 

For Additional Information Call: 

THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 
in cooperation with your 
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
funded by a grant from the 
LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Don't forget your home security when you are 
away at work 

.. fiiII ...... 

THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION'S 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
PROGRAM 

HOW TO PROTECT 
YOUR BUSINESS 
A self help educational program 
to reduce threats to you and 
your neighbor's property 

Don't make your business work 
for him! 

Ai ... 
• • l ., 
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Alarm IYJtem 
throughout .tore 

Lodu mode,n 
and ad,quate 

Accell to roof 
pr(ltected 

.AlL o.,.n·Ing • 
• ,cured 

Office 

Large office complexes many times do not control 
access to the building or floor where you work. 

Two major considerations: 

1. Your employer's property-most burglaries against 
your employer occur when the office is unoccu­
pied, however make certain you secure those items 
left in your charge. 

2. Challenge that unfamiliar face that is removing the 
adding machine or typewriter from the desk next 
to yours. If he is on legitimate business, he will 
not mind. 

Secure your personal property ... 

Lock your purse, wallet or other valuables in your 
desk or other safe place. 

Make This Fast Security Check Yourself 

Cash drawer open 
to PI!,.,"t damage 

o Adequate lights at night? 

o Safe anchored to the floor? 

o Transoms securely latched? 

o Hasps and Hinges Protected? 

Factory 

You know your fellow workers, however many plants 
do not control access to company facilities and 
strangers may find an opportunity to gain unsuper­
vised access to your: 

locker Room 

When you change clothes, make sure you put your 
property in your locker. If you supply the lock make 
sure an extra key is on file. Remember, Lock Up. 

Don't write combinations on the wall next to your 
locker, or hide a key near your locker. Besides any 
cash, your special tools are valuable and replacing 
them could be a big loss in time even if your 
employer may give you your money back. 

o Blank checks and check writer secure? 

o Double cylinder, deadbolt locks on all oLltside 
doors? 

o Panel doors metal lined to resist drilling? 

Parking lots 
When you park your car for the shift make certain 
that it is locked. Keep all valuables in the trunk or 
out of sight. If you park in the dark far corner of the 
lot, buddy up or have the security department escort 
you out to your car. Guard your keys like your 
money. Always look in the back seat before you 
enter your car. Always secure windows and vents. 

Rest Room 

An increased number of thefts have taken place while 
in the rest room. Hanging your coat or bag on the 
hook behind the door has led to a thief reaching over 
the top, grabbing your property and fleeing generally 
with the victim unable to take up pursuit. 

Coat Racks 
and Closets 

Remove your valuables from pockets. Frequently our 
coats are left in unsecured and uncontrolled access 
areas which increases chances of theft. 



~MS 

Alarms provide added protection and arc most effectiv_' 
when used with other security techniques. Alarms an' 
designed to detect an attempted intrusion. Your locallu'" 
enforcement agency can provide proper advice with 
regard to alarms. 

LIGHTING 

Burglars prefer darkness. Automatic exterior lights, pro· 
tected from tampering and intentional bulb breakage arc 
effective. 

PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 

Mark all property. Check on proper procedures, maintain 
records of serial numbers of all valuables. Tll1S aids in the 
return of stolen property. 

PRUNE LARGE TREES 

Low limbs can provide second story access. 

LAWN CARE 

A very effective clue that somcone is at home and cares. 

TRIM SHRUBS 

Deny intruders a hiding place to work don't block the 
view. Permit ready visibility by ncighbors and police. 

ALL THESE STEPS ARE IMPORTANT-TOGETHER 
THEY AID IN PROTECTING YOUR HOME AND 
YOUR PROPERTY 

NEVER GIVE A BURGLAR AN EVEN BREAK! 

THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION'S 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
PROGRAM 

self help educational program 

to reduce threats to you and 
your neighbor's property 

HOW TO PROTECT YOUR HOME 
• SELECTED SECURITY STEPS 
• WH.ERE TO BEGIN 
• RECOMMENDATIONS TO ~DUCE RISK 

THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 
in cooperation with your 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
funded by a grant from the 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



1:S Y U U K:S A N "U I:' h N H U U :s h·t" 

Safeguard your property against these major invitations to burglary. 
EXTERIOR DOORS MAIN ENTRY Never admit anyone unless you 
know them. A simple wide angle viewer helps to identify any visitor. 
Mail slots ~hould be hooded to prevent undesired visahility into the 
room. Check hinges, door snugness and strike. Every exterior door 
should be solid core construction. Door chains can be snapped or pulled 
free. Your local slwri}! and other law enforcemcnt agencics have many 
hints to provide maximulIl security. 

SLIDING GLASS DOORS Special attention is required, additional 
precautions such as a strong dowel placed in the inside lower channel 
and/or strong metal pin drilled through the inside track ex tended 
partially into the sliding portion of the door are efficient. Special 
commercial stops arc available which just snap in place and lock to 
provide controlled operation. 

CRIME PREVENTION IS NEIGHBORLY 
Educate your neighbors to these simple steps to security 

GARAGE: DOORS Should be kept closed and locked. Valuables kept in 
the garage are targets as well as providing an opportunity to penetrate 
through a door leading into the house. The tools generally kept in the 
garage may provide the method of breaking in as well as being part of 
the kot 

America's sheriffs are increasingly concerned because burglaries last year multiplied twice as 
fast in suburban and rural areas as they did in cities. Law enforcement agencies solved only 
nineteen percent of those burglaries. Seventy-three percent of those arrested last year had been 
previously arrested on the same charge. 

BASEMENT DOORS As with any exterior door this means of entry 
requires the same level of security as used on major doors. 

REMEMBER: The attic door, the door from the basement to the house 
are all subject to illegal entry, Take the time and check your doors. Use 
commonsense security-Better yet-IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS 
CALL YOUR LOCAL SHERIFF OR OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCY, ALSO SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE WITH A NEIGHBOR . 

Burglary has been a comparatively safe crime to commit. Only with active citizen 
cooperation can the sheriff hope to make it unprofitable. Let us help one another to reduce 
burglaries in every county in America. 

. Ferris E. Lucas, Executive Director, National Sheriffs' Association 

LOCKS Your first line of defense, locks are only good if you use ihem. 
Inexpensive locks are relatively ineffective. Keep your exterior doors 
locked, tel1 your friends, neighbors and baby sitters. Keep track of your 
keys. 

KEY IN THE KNOB LOCKS Most frequently used, least secure. Two 
types with a trigger bolt (Deadla tch) these arc more secure than locks 
without this feature. Generally, these types of locks can be forced, by 
breaking off the knob portion which can be jimmied or shimmied 
because of the short length of the latch. These locks can be effectively 
supplemented by the additional use of a deadbolt. (sec "deadbolt ") 

MORTISE LOCKS Provide the greatest security (if used properly). 
General1y two major operating parts, a "springlatch" and a "deadbolt" 
feature-Mortise locks arc considered strong, be sure and install them 
properly. Make certain the door fits the jamb (frame) snugly and the 
deadbolt is the proper effective length. 

DEADBOL T LOCKS Two basic types-horizontal and vertical, con­
sidered, when properly instal1ed, to be the safest and strongest locks 
available. Ideally used with Mortise or Key-in-the-knob locks for 
maximum security. 

WALKS AND DRIVEWAYS Should be kept free from offering conceal­
ment to intruders and other criminals. 

GATES AND FENCES While possible offering concealment to crimi­
nals, gates and fences properly used can also deter the removal of large 
items and increase the difficulty of breaking in. 

WINDOWS Windows must be securl'ly latched, there are three basic 
types of windows. Double Hung Windows are the most common. Most 
double hung windows usc sash locks, which do not lock but merely 
engage, these may stop a child but will not deter a more highly 
motivated felon. Supplemental keyed locks are inexpensive and easily 
installed and offer freedom of operation and maximum security. 

SLIDING GLASS WINDOWS The same guidelines for sliding glass doors 
arc effective with windows. 

CASEMENT WINDOWS arc generally considered the easiest to secure. 
Simple removal of the crank after opening the window a few inches will 
deter most burglars. 

FRENCH WINDOWS Can generally be treated like doors and secured 
with appropriate locks. 

BASEMENT OR GARAGE WINDOWS Should be nailed shut if rarely 
used, if needed for ventilation they can be secured by installing key 
locks. 

THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION· 
In cooperation With your 
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
funded by a grant from the 
LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRAT.ION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



How Serious is This Problem . . 

A recent major burglary study indicated that public 
involvement in crime prevention through program" 
designed to alert citizens to the steps they can take to 
protect their property has been exceptionally success· 
fuL Home inspections, better lighting, improved locks 
and increased security have paid off in fewer 
residential burglaries. The information in this guide 
has been proven effective in protecting you and your 
neighbors. Nationally, residential property crimes 
continue to be a major law enforcement concern. The 
growing number of burglaries, particularly daytime 
crimes, demands the attention of every citizen to aid 
law enforcement in reducing these crimes. 

Remember . .. 

A burglary is committed every 13 seconds in the 
United States. The infonnation in this booklet is to 
help see that it doesn't happen to you. 
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THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 
in cooperation with your 
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 
funded by a grant from the 
LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION 
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THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION'S 

-NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
PROGRAM 

HOW TO PROTECT YOUR 

PROPERTY AWAY FROM 
HOME AT WORK OR PLAY 

A self help educational program 
to reduce threats to you and 
your neighbor's property 
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When You are Away 
Remember To: 

Set;ure your house. Lock all the doors, even if you 
only plan to be away for a short lime. 

Slop all rouline deliveries; mail, newspapers, milk, 
Cit.:. 

Arrange to have your lawn mowed. 
I.l,~hl~ Leave a night light on, usc an electric timer if 

you have one. 
lIave a neighbor walch your home. If possible ask 

them to rearrange shades or curtains. 
(;ive Ihe hou~c a lived-in look. 

Your Garage 

Lock the garage, be sure you put inside the locked 
garage, ladders or other devices which will aid a 
hurglar in gaining entrance. 

Be sure it possible [(l put any heavy tools which could 
be u~ed to force open a door or window in the 
Iw~cl11en L 

Most Important . .. 

Ll'ave a house key with a neighbor, not under the 
mat. If possible Icave word on where you will be. 

In Motels/Hotels 

When checking into a hotel or motel do not leave 
your baggage unattended. Leave your valuables in 
the office safe if you don't plan (0 use them right 
away. 

When you are away from your room-Lock it! 
Be alert-carry travelers checks. 
Control the, key to your room. Do not casually leave 

it on the hotel desk when leaving your room. 
Don't leave young children in your room at night 

unsupervised. 

YOUR CAR ... LOCK IT WHEN YOU 
LEAVE IT. 

PROFESSIONAL CAR THIEVES CAN 
STRIP YOUR CAR IN MINUTES. 

Your Boat/Camper/Plane 

Camping and Boating should be fun. 
Don'llurn your trip inlo a disaster. 
Take several simple steps 
to security: 
Where possible usc designated pub­
lic or private camping areas. Keep 
an eye on your children at all times. 
Always lock your vehicle. 

Marinas 

In the water several safe­
guards-lock your elec­
tronic sonar, radio tele­
phone and mO,tors inside 
the cabin if possible. Mark 
everything and record 
serial numbers and descrip­
tions. Talk to the yard 
owner if possible and see 
what he is doing to protect 
your property when you 
are not there. 

Generully inadequate 
security at airports gives 
easy access to plunes and 
equipmen L Most avionics 
gear is readily removed 
with smull hand tools and 
because of ils compactness 
and light weight it is easy 
to conceal. 
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i'TATIONAL SI-IERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 
SUITE 320 • 1250 CONNECTICUT AVENUE () 'NASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 

TELEPHONE: CODE 202: 872·0422 

Vo 1 ume I, No. I, 1972 

I~E I GHBORHOOD HATCH NEHSLETTER 

FERRIS E. LUCAS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The enclosed material is designed to bring to your attention 
several aids which should enable you to set up and implement 
the National Neighborhood Hatch Program. This is a coordinated 
attack on Burglaries and Larcenies by sheriffs across the United 
States. These suggestions are to: 

1. Spotlight Resources - Review those areas in your community 
which can be helpful in bringing the idea of Neighborhood 
Hatch to your community. Check people who can be helpful, 
have related experience, and who are community leaders. 
In preparing an inventory of your community resources it 
may help to focus your attention on a resource that you 
may not have thought to utilize on the National Neighbor­
hood Hatch Program. 

2. Provide a system or check list - this can be used in im­
plementing this program, these ideas can be accepted, re­
jected or modified to meet your local needs. 

3. Bring to the attention of the community a variety of ideas 
that may give you some help in obtaining community support. 

START NOH 

Crimes are going on as you read this - some can be prevented. 

Thatls really what this program is all about. The National 
Crime Prevention Institute reports, "Criminal opportunity can 
be lessened in a number of ways. First, the environment can 
be designed so that the individual considering the criminal 
act feels that there is a good chance for him to be seen by 
someone who will take action on their own or call authorities, 
second, the target of his attack can be so formidable that he 
does not believe his abilities will allow him to conclude the 
action and thirdly, if he actually attempts to reach the goal, 
the probability of his failure can be increased through the 
ready response of law enforcement agencies." II 

" The prqcess is a system. 

" and tying it all together is the constant survei lance 
by both members of the community and law enforcement. 11 21 Crime 
prevention should be a constant concern to everyone at all times. 
This is an opportunity for the sheriffs to coordinate the commun­
ity wide program together with N.S.A. members from coast to coast. 

I II Collect information about the crimes of burglary and larceny 
in your community. 

IV 

v 

VI 

The publ ic will want to know if they are being successful in 
their fight against crime, therefore you must gather facts and 
statistics which will support the effort. This program will 
be measured in its success by demonstrating a reduction in 
these crimes. Remember the ma]~r goal of the program is to 
reduce crime. One of the ways that success of the program can 
be metlsured is by how many people you as sheriff can make aware 
of the program as well as aid in the reduction of crime. 

Develop a method of reporting systematically the status and 
progress of the program. 

Statistics from the F.B.I. Uniform Crime Report, 1971 3/ are 
available. This report can provide a great deal of information, 
particularly, national statistics. Hore important ho\oJever, is 
that you collect local statistics and material, and it is upon 
this data that you make reports of progress to the community. 
Your N.S.A. will provide assistanc~ in effectively developing 
the most efficient data. 

Develop a coordinating or planning council. 

Included in these guidelines are some sUD9cstions which you 
may find he 1 pfu 1 in deve J op j ng you r ovm 1 oca 1 p I an, the mode Is 
proposed herein are only suggestions, you may feel free to 
change them any way you wish, discu5sthese suggestions with 
your council and pick the best combination of ideas for your 
situation. 

Call your council together. 

Get their ideas - the greater the involvement you achieve with 
your committee, the more effort they will devote - this could be 
contagious. As a sheriff and community leader working with this 
committee and effectively channeling their creativity will be in 
the best interest of the county. 



V II TVlo bas i c approaches emerge: 

(a) Bring the material to the people. 

(b) Bring the people to the material. 

Both of these basic techniques are employable concurrently 
or j ndependen t 1 y. Remembe r tha t get t i ng the 11\,/0 rd" to the 
people is the goal of the program. These proposals only pro­
vide a variety of means to that end. 

Diagram I ~ Demonstrates a variety of ways possible for the 
flcM of the material and information from the sheriff to the 
people. The diagram suggests several techniques for using a 
vtlriety of resources, the flow shown in the diagram is an at­
tempt to bring to your attention several of these techniques. 
In the "top'l path, the information and material f10\" from the 
sheriff and his deputy sheriff, through service clubs (i .e, 
P.T.A., Jaycees, Chamber of Commerce, Sons of the American 
Revolution, etc.). A further technique here can be to develop 
<J tlei!)hborhood Committee from YJhich the sheriff can structure 
a block c~ptain organization which wi1 I present the program 
to the pub I i c. 

Another alternative is to have the service group directly dis­
eminate tIle material and information to its members. Requests 
to share the material, by passing it on to a neighbor would 
increase the impact. A third possibility is "'/here the sheriff 
or his deputy makes direct contact with the individual home and 
people. These proposals suggest a variety of alternatives, any 
mixture or variations of which can be used. The most important 
rwint t? rememb<:r is for the sheriff to involve as ma~~.£J~ 
as pOSSIble, uSIng people to communicate and share the knowledge 
gained from the program with neighbors is very successful. 
, 

The second bnsic technique is to bring the people to the material. 
Amon!) the variety of ways this can be done is by distributing 
mnteri(ll through shops and sUpermarkets, either by handing out 
the mtlterial (when people shop the participating stores) or by 
printing additional messnges on the shopping bags, et~. The use 
of mass media plays <In important part in this technique and special­
ly designed press relenses and materials are being developed for 
distribution. Reprints of the existing material in Sunday supp1e­
menls of your locnl paper can really aid the sheriff greatly. 

The use of public service companies, insurance companies, and 
community facilities such as libraries are important resources. 
For example, Operation CODE a system effectively used by sheriffs 
across the country suggests, that the coding of personal pro­
perty by engraving an identifying number on them deters the theft 
as VIC 11 as aids in the recovery by the O\'mer of s to 1 en goods. There 
are other techniques which v/ill be explored in our guidelines and 
sent to you. 

Insurance companies and utilities can be involved, because 
of their frequent mailings. These approaches should be re­
fined locally and developed so that NSA National Neighborhood 
Watch material can be included in such mailings. Representa­
tives of these organizations should be solicited for member­
ship on committees. Hany times such organizations vii 11 be 
interested in obtaining supplemental materials for such dis· 
tribution. Your association is prepared to provide these ex­
tra materials to such public service groups at cost in the 
pub1 ic interest. 

Diagram I I - as opposed to the linier represent~tion in Dia­
gram , t Diagram II is intended to suggest a functional organ­
ization. In large departments e~ch function ctln be h:lndled by 
a man or team of men. In smaller departments, one man can 
handle several or all of the functions. 

The titles are examples only and more related functional organ­
ization may call for the use of some other title. Descriptions 
of each function as needed should be developed. 

We will be shipping the bulk of the material shortly, as soon 
as it's available from the printer. At that time more detailed 
guidel ines \'Ii 11 be suppl ied. 

II 

21 
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Rykert, \Ji1bur, "Establishing a Crime Prevention [3ureau,'1 
National Crime Prevention Institute, University of Louis­
vi lle, 1972, Page 13. 

IBID Page 13 

Gray, Patrick L. III, "Crime in the United States - Uniform 
Crime Reports - 1971" Federal (JureilU of Investigalion, U.S. 
Department of Justice, Hashington, D.C. 2.0535 
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NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 
SUITE 320 • 1250 CONNECTICUT AVENUE • WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 

TELEPHONE: CODE 202: 872·04~2 

NEWSLETTER 
NATIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM 

Volume II, No. I, 1973 

FERRIS E. LUCAS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

This newsletter is intended to bring you up to date on the status and progress of the 
National Neighborhood Watch Program. 

PARTICIPATION - We are continuing to involve the 1500 sheriffs who were initially 
invited to participate with mailings and progress reports. Sheriffs are actively 
implementing the program by distributing almost 10 million pieces of program mater­
ial, which has been designed to go directly into the home. 

MATERIALS - We have shipped all of the initial printing of 10 million pieces of 
program material, and have ordered more. Many sheriffs have requested more mater­
ial than the 10,000 pieces we originally sent them, which indicates good coverage 
in their counties and strong public support of the program. 

PRESS CLIPPINGS - The response here has been tremendous. Sheriffs have sent us 
many clippings from their local newspapers and we feel that this kind of press 
coverage is very important to stimulating public awareness of the program. If 
you have any photos of the material being distributed or displayed, we would ap­
preciate having copies of these photos. 

SPONSORS - The United States Chamber of Commerce, the Sons of the American Revol­
ution, the Jaycees and the Optimists International have all pledged support to 
the program. We have contacted their national leadership and asked that they 
alert their local organizations to the program, and that their members contact 
you with offers of assistance. 

IMPLEMENTATION - The following are some further suggestions for implementing the 
National Neighborhood Watch Program in your area: 

1. Your public library can serve as a meeting place to discuss the program; 
can provide an updated bibliography of the material on the shelves that 
is relevant to the program; can act as a central point for the distribu­
tion of materials as well 'as a lending institution for engraving instru­
ments used for the coding of valuables. 

2. Use service groups such as the Kiwanis Club, the Lyons Club, the P.T.A. 
and church groups to spread the word about Neighborhood Watch at their 
meet i ngs. 

3. Form a "Citizens Corrrnittee for Neighborhood Watch. 1I This committee can 
either supervise the distribution of material from a central point, or 
make a door-to-door effort to publicize the program. Such a committee 
can also be extremely helpful in providing additional resources for im­
plementing the program. 

--~--------- ---

.' 

4. Supermarkets can be approached to imprint program information on their 
grocery bags. Other departments have done this very effectively with 
anti-burglary messages and hints. 

5. The media - newspapers can provide space for informing the public of 
meetings regarding Neighborhood Watch, and can also act as a vehicle 
for the sheriff to use in reporting the progress of the program to the 
public. Announcements of home security steps can be publicized. Radio 
and T.V. spots can be used in the same manner. 

6. Doctors' offices are excellent spots to leave program material, as most 
people look for something to read while they are waiting. Your local 
imprint on the program material will let them know where they can get 
more information. 

In your presentation of the program, it is most important that you stress the visibi lity 
of the material as a deterrent to potential thieves. The mere presence of the material 
on cars and windows alerts the thief that the residents have a defensive attitude rather 
than an apathetic one toward their property. Once people really get serious about stop­
ping the spiraling rise of burglaries, it usually gets some publicity, and thieves read 
the newspapers too. Reports of active citizen involvement using Neighborhood Watch tech­
niques (reporting suspicious circumstances, strange automobiles, etc.) have shown that 
there has been a significant reduction in the number of burglaries in those communities. 

We selected Railway Express to transport the program material to you as we' found it to 
be the most economical vehicle for this purpose. They have been doing an excellent job 
so far, and we would 1 ike to hear from you regarding any damage to the cartons you have 
received. Also, ,if your office is beyond' the normal del ivery area of Rai lway Express, 
you will be notified by them and requested to pick up the material at the terminal near­
est to your office. Please do this as soon as you can after receiving this notice, be­
cause storage charges accrue after 7 days of notification if the material is not picked 
up. 

There have been a few situations in which the materials were refused by the sheriff's 
office at the time of delivery. We have explored the circumstances surrounding each 
situation, and have found that the most common problem here was that the sheriff's staff 
was not aware of the impending arrival of the material and therefore refused it. To 
overcome this, we now mail a postcard to the sheriff's office before the carton of mater­
ials is actually shipped, alerting the staff that the material will be arriving. Please 
be sure the people in your office are informed that the material will be delivered, as 
it saves us from having to contact Railway Express to redeliver once we have ascertained 

't the shipment was refused in error. 

Enclosed please find a repro sheet of an ad that you can distribute to your local news 
media or include in your local newsletters, b~lletins etc. 
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News Release 
Flrrl. E. Lucu 
Executive Director 
Walhlnlton, D. C. 

----,.,..,.."..,-,..=-r---- COUNTY SHERI FF ---r-=,.,..,.."..~~-"' ___ ANNOUNCED TODAY 
(NAME) (SHERIFFS NAME) 

THAT HE HAS BEEN CHOSEN TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION'S 

EFFORTS TO REDUCE BURGLARY AND LARCENY NATIONALLY AND IN 
---r.(N~AM~E~)---------

COUNTY. 

THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION (NSA), WITH HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, 

D.C., IS A PROFESSIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATION WITH MORE THAN 24,000 MEMBERS 

IN ALL AMERICAN STATES AND TERRITORIES. SHERIFF HAS BEEN CHOSEN, 
---r(N~AM~E }..----

ACCORDING TO NSA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FERRIS E. LUCAS, BECAUSE OF HIS DEMONSTRATED 

CONCERN FOR THE SAFETY OF THE CITIZENS OF COUNTY. 
---r( N..,..,A,..,.,M'=E .... ) ---

THE PROGRAM TO COMBAT BURGLARY AND LARCENY, KNOW AS OPERATION NEIGHBORHOOD 

WATCH, IS DESIGNED TO MAKE THE CITIZENS AWARE OF THESE SPECIFIC CRIMES AS WELL 

AS TO ENLIST CITIZEN SUPPORT TO REDUCE THESE OFFENSES. THE PROGRAM IS SUPPORTED 

BY A GRANT AWARDED BY THE LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (LEAA). THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 

WAS CHOSEN TO ADMINISTER THE PROGRAM BECAUSE THE SHERIFF IS TRADlilONALLY THE 

CHIEF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF HIS COUNTY, WITH COUNTYWIDE LAW ENFORCEMENT 

AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBiliTY. 

PUBLISHED BY 

NA'rlONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 
SUITE 320 • 1250 CONNECTICUT AVENUE • WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 

Telephone Code 202: 872·0422 

ADVISORY ASSISTANCE AND PLEDGES JF COOPERATION HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM 

THE UNITED STATES CHAMBER OF COMHERCE, THE UNITED STATES JAYCEES, AND ,THE 

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AHERICAN REVOLUTION. 

SHERIFF _....,..,..,~ ____ ~/AS NOTIFIED BY NSA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR LUCAS 
(NAHE) 

THAT HE WILL BE FURNISHED WITH INFORMATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL WHICH 

WILL EXPLAIN THE CITIZEN'S ROLE IN OPERATION NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH IN _..--,. __ ..--_ 
(NAME) 

COUNTY. LUCAS COMMENTED THAT, FOR THE PROGRAM TO BE SUCCESSFUL, THE COOPERATION 

OF THE LAW-ABIDING CITIZENS OF _...--_.--__ COUNTY IS ESSENTIAL. 
(NAME) 

THE SPECIFIC CRIMES OF BURGLARY AND LARCENY WERE CHOSEN AS THE FOCAL POINT 

OF THIS PROGRAM BY THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION BECAUSE BURGLARY HAS IN­

CREASED 70% AND LARCENY HAS INCREASED 109% DURING THE PAST FIVE YEARS. THEY 

THEREFORE REPRESENT A COUNTRYWIDE PROBLEM AND APPROXIMATELY 70% OF ALL REPORTED 

CRIMES, NATIONWIDE. 

SHERIFF SAID HE HAS NOTIFIED NSA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR LUCAS 
~(N:-:-:A:-:-:M=E~) ---

THAT HE WILL GLADLY ASSUHE THIS ADDED RESPONSIBILITY AND WILL PROVIDE DETAILS 

OF OPERATION NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH TO THE CITIZENS OF 

AS THEY ARE RECEIVED. LUCAS SAID HE WILL BE WATCHING 

COUNTY AS SOON 
"'7'( N"""'A"""M=E~} --

CLOSELY 
--i(:"""NAM=E"'-) --

DURING THE COMING MONTHS TO DETERMINE THE PROGRAM'S SUCCESS, AS COMPARED TO OTHER 

SELECTED COUNTIES ACROSS THE NATION. 



News Release 
I'OR IHHEDIATE IlELEASE fmll E. Llftu 

ExCCUtiVIl Dlreclor 
Wa$hlniton, D. C. 

____ County ShcriH _______ releascd llClJS today that Com-

11lJrd t / pHrU d 1';11;1 (HI in the }iational Nci::.;hborhood Uatch Proerau has been 3rov-

1111'~. mwriff ___ . __ -_._ reports that f'mterials desiGned to go directly into 

ttl(' how· to <Jl('rL ciUX(!IW to the self-help steps they can take to protect their 

!lfOt)('r( ~' iUjll tll(' property of their neiehbors are being very ~"ell received hy 

(lVI' ryolll'. 

Till' pro:~l';1l • 1'; supported by 11 Br.ant mmrded by the J .. ml Enforccrncmt ,\flsist-

aile!' Arlt'.iull;lrntIun of the U. S. Department of Justi.ce. 'fhe I~J.tioni1l Sheriffs' 

Al;:ill(' Lit I (Ill I;l{('(;ut :lve Director, Ferris E. Lucas comments that early reports 

ll('gin In :;liel\-] 12"3m~ rccluction in burglary across the County. 

t :£tit,!. of ~lt'll~hhorh()()d Hatch tnaterials and notes that County is -----
t>:tyll'ri I't)(~ ill!; a f nvarable trend in reducing these crimes. 

, __ ~_ pointed out that last year ___ burglaries ,,,ere reported 

i1n~l that til> fnI' _,~ __ County has had a % reduction from predicted levels. 

Sherif[ _____ 11as been congratulated b" N.S.A. ExC'cutive 

IHn'('tor I.tH'I.W for hls effective partie ".'ation with America's Sheriffs in. the fiBht 

);tH! can h'nrn hO\1 you can aid in orBanizing your Community in the protection 

of tht'lr property by contacting Sheriff ____ at (address and ;>hone nu:)~)er) 

Sheriff ___ invites you to organize a Neighborhood Hatch in you_' area 

and lit' \-1t11 prov:l.d(' tnnteria1s to local groups ,lS long as supplies last. 

- 30 -

NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 
'SUlli. m • 12W CONNf:cnCUT AVENUE: • wASHINaroN, D. C. 20035 

iehlpnon. Cod, 1021 2:23-4177 
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Ferri s E. lucas 
Executive Director 
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Washington, D.C. 20036 



SAMPLE SUGG~STIONS 
IIAT 10N/l.L liE fGHBORHOOD vll\TCH PROGHAM 

I • J r M'T 1/0~1 

Crjmf'~ An: floin,} on as you read this, some can be prevented. Thatls 
rriJl,ly Y/h,lt this proqram is all about. The National Crime Prevention 
1I!'1titlJte rep(Jrts, "Criminal opportunity can be lessened in a number 
of ways. Fir~t, the environment can be designed so that the individual 

.con'lidering the criminal act feels that there is a good chance for him 
~!!~':"':Jf:en E..Y...J..2..meone who ... Ii 11 take act i on on the i r OYIn ,or ca II au thor­
ttIC~ •• t;(1'cond, the target of his attack can be so forn.ldable that he 
doc'> not be'jieve his abilities ylil1 alloy! him to conclude the action 
and thirdi y , if he actually attempts to reach the goal, the probability 
(If hi', f.1i lure can be Increased through the ready response of law en­
r0r~cmcnt agencies. The process is a system .•. and tying It all 
tIICJ(·ther i', the constant surveilance by both members of the community 
,wei 1.1'11 f'nforccrnent II (1) Crime preventIon should be a constant concern 
to "vf'rytJnc at all times. 

II. Crdlcct Inform<ltion about the crimes of Burglary and Larceny in your 
('7i'riTr'nljii1~ry7'T1le' puhllc wi II want to know If they are beIng successful 
in thrir fiqht against crime, therefore, you must gather facts and 
',t.lti~.ticc. which will support the effort. This program will be measured 
In it'> c.UCCCS5 by demonstratIng a reduction in these crimes. Remember 
the major goal of the program is to reduce crime. One of the ways that 
',U(;C<'')', of the prog ram can be measu red is by how many peop 1 e can you 
miJ~f" awar.£. of the program as well as the reduction of crime. Develop 
D method of reporting systematically the status and progress of the 
p r'tH} ratTI. I den t i fy some "Prof i I es II 0 f Bu rg 1 a ry and La rceny in you r 
(.ornrnunity - \~hen do most of these crimes occur, who seems to be invol­
V('d mO'.t (teenagers, transients) what areas are most frequently invol­
ved ~nd what mJjor common characteristics of the victims are there? 
ThC',>c ()rc' lust some of the questions you should try and answer before 
PI {)cCNi i nq to the nex t 5 tep. 

111.}nvltc,"Kcy" community leaders to participate in a COORDINATING COUNCIL. 
The m~jor function of this council should be to survey the resources, 
weh dS orqilnizatlons, industries, service groups as \'.Jell as the natural 
q('oqr~phic layout of the community for the efficient mobilization of 
thrsp into an efficient force that can effectively be brought to bear 
in ~uppart of the program. This council should provide the necessary 
\lructurr and plan far developing operating plans for the program in 
till' v<'lrtous communitle!> throughout the county. Invitation to participate 
In the Coardinatln" council Should include representatives from County 
qovC'rnmrnt, other law enforcement agencies, pr:ncipal community leaders 
rrpr('~pntinq a cross section of the county. Invitations should be sent 
to thllC,(' poop I (' who hllve shO\.Jn a wi 11 i ngness to work and prov i de an 
opportunity to maximize the limited resources of the program. This 
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Coordinating Council can help identify needed subcommittees recruit 
additional support and provide the leadership under your guidance for 
the program. Remember - Involvement is key to the success of the pro­
gram. Be sure and invite support and participation in the program 
from: 

The Mayors and City Managers of the communities in your jurisdiction 
representatives of your local: 

Chamber of Commerce 
PTA 
Local School Administrators 
Banking Association Members 
Insurance Association 
Burglar Alarm and Locksmith 
Regional Crime Commission Members 
Retail Merchants Association 
Press, Radio and T.V. 

IV. Call the Committee together- Get their ideas - the greater involvement 
you achieve with your committee, the more they will devote - this could 
become contagious. 

V. Prepare all the necessary material for the committees. Collect the facts 
about the community. Compile a scrapbook about these problems in the 
community. Keep track of your progress. 

VI. Have the Coordinating Council plan a NEWS CONFERENCE. This occasion 
can be used to reinforce the earlier NEWS release and to introduce your 
Coordinating Council, to announce many of the details of the program 
as determined by your own council. These details should include planning, 
local kick-off meetings of the various community groups at which time 
local involvement will be solicited. 
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Most (over; 12) of the 
residential burglaries 
are non or minor force. 

This means people leave 

the'ir doors and windows 

unlocked or have poor locks which 

require very little force to break 

Some of the things you 
can do to help are: 

1. LOCK Your Doors 

2. LOCK Your Windows 

3. LOCK Your Garage 

If you need open windows or doors for 

ventilation try these hints to make them safer. 

Variable sliding glass locks. Pin your double-hung windows. 

Control the size of the opening. 
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Screen Doors 
Screen doors many times have 
locks. Be sure and use them. 

For Additional Information Call: 

Door 
Don't rely on chains to secure 
doors. 
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