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U.S. Department of Justice / Drug Enforcement Administration

telligence Trends

The Drug Enforcement Administration’s (DEA) [ntelligence
Trends (formerly Quarterlv Intelligence Trends), a strategic in-
telligence publication, provides a comprehensive assessment of il-
licit drug production, trafficking, and use. Strategic intelligence
is an end product of the intelligence process. In the context of Federal
drug law enforcement, it is a blending of facts and analysis to pro-
duce informed judgments on major aspects of world-wide drug situa-
tions. Strategic intelligence differs from operational and tactical in-
telligence in that it addresses the larger issues with which policy
makers and managers are concerned, rather than the case support
required by the criminal investigator in the field. Because of the
broad needs served by strategic intelligence, its data base must en-
compass many diverse types of information, both enforcement and
non-enforcement, government and non-government. Within the
DEA, however, the most important source is the investigative repor-
ting from DEA domestic field and overseas country offices.

Intelligence Trends provides the Federal Government and state
and local law enforcement organizations with information essen-
tial to the formulation of drug control programs within the United
States and abroad. Intelligence Trends provides DEA a finished in-
telligence reference to assist in the development of the U.S. Federal
Strategy on drug use and control.

Inquiries and proposed articles should be directed to:
Chief, Strategic Intelligence Section
Drug Enforcement Administration
1405 I Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20537
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From the Source
to the Street:

Current Prices for Cannabis,
Cocaine, and Heroin

The following charts give the prices for cannabis, cocaine,
and heroin at successive stages of production and traffick-
ing. Prices fluctuate depending on place, time of year, and
local demand. The figures given in these charts are represen-
tative of the general prices for areas specified. They are not
necessarily a reliable guide to specific locations. Purities are
based on averages of available information at the various
stages of trafficking. Drug availability, demand, and law en-
forcement pressure will greatly affect purity and price. (Prices
reflect Office of Intelligence data as of December 1987).

The information contained in this report is frequently re-
quested by law enforcement officials and policy makers. It
is not intended to serve as a measure of the value of drug
seizures in terms of their retail sales price.




Selling Prices for One Pound of Marijuana at Successive Levels of Trafficking.

‘Commercial Grade

‘Sinsemilla -

$900 per Ib.

Grower : $300-400 per Ib.
v \ 4
)
Wholesale :l $350-2000 per Ib.

v

$1100-3500 per Ib.

v

A 4

Retail $800-2400 per Ib.

v

$1920-4000 per Ib.

Hashish

Since American cannabis users prefer marijuana,
there is limited trafficking in hashish. When en-
countered, however, a pound of hashish at the retail
level sells for $1200 to $2000: an ounce for $80 to
$400. The probable sources of hashish available in
the United States are Pakistan/Afghanistan, Lebanon,
and Morocco.
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Cultivation Site

; ‘Mexico” Colombia
k Interior Price

$50-100 per Ib.

$2-4 per |b.

4
1

Border Point :
$136-455 per Ib. |
U {

A 4

Embarcation Point§

$6-11 per Ib.

U.S. Wholesale
$325-650 per Ib.

U.S. Wholesale
$550-900 per Ib.

‘Commercial Grade

i Grower
'. $9-14 per Ib.

Y

Selling Prices for One Pound of Marijuana at Successive Levels of Trafficking.

Thailand =
h
Grower ;
$5-10 per Ib. ;
I
v
Broker

$11-33 per Ib.

f ARt es e

Y

U.S. Wholesale
$850-1300 per Ib.

$27-37 per Ib.

Grower

DN PR AT

T

Broker
$80 per Ib.

Broker
$250 per Ib.

® v

U.S. Wholesale
$700-800 per Ib.

A 4

U.S. Wholesale
$1000-2000 per Ib.




Colombia

Peru

Bolivia

 Coca/Cocaine - |

Marijuana

Colombia Bolivia |
Jamaica Colombia
iexico Peru
Thailand

United States




Mexico
Afghanistan
| iran = :
’ Pakistan I
Burma
Laos
Thailand




Selling Prices for the Equivalent of One Kilogram of Cocaine at Successive Stages of
Trafficking.

Colombia.

Coca Leaves

250-500 kgs. * 250-500 kgs.
$500 $750
Coca Paste Cozcg Easte }
2.5 kgs. * 5 kgs. :
$500-625 $700-1000 j{
A 4 I
Cocaine Base Cocaine Base Coca:nf Base
1 kg. 1 kg. g.
$1000-1800 $1700-2500 $1200-1500
4 k-4 v
1 .
Cocaine HCI Cocaine HCI % COCG!L\e HCI g
1 kg. 1 kg. 1 kg.
$3000-6000 $3600-4400 § $5300-5500 2
3 - : }
v
U.S. Wholesale Level (Miami) I
, > Cocaine HCI |
85-95% purity** ,r ) -
$14,000-21,000 per kg. 1

*Organizations or cooperative
ventures apparently handle
both leaf and paste production
in Colombia. Neither is sold
separately. In Peru and
Bolivia, however, these com-
modities are bought and sold
at different levels of trafficking
and among different trafficking
groups.

**All prices are in terms of un-
diluted product. Prevailing
purities at distribution levels
are indicated merely for
convenience.

Coca Leaves

i T ——

4

U.S. Street-Level
Cocaine HCI
55% purity**
$80-120 per gm.
One kilogram, when diluted and sold

in grams, would yield $160,000-240,000

%




Selling Prices for the Equivalent of One Kilogram of Mexican Heroin at Successive Stages of

Trafficking. (60-80% Purity)

Opium
Mexico
‘ 10 kilograms
‘r $28,000-80,000

Heroin
Mexican and U.S. Wholesale Level
60-80% purity
$100,000-180,000 per kilogram

S

A 4
U.S. Mid-Level
20-80% purity
g $300,000-500,000 per kilogram
. At this level, heroin is sold in ounce or

et

multi-ounce quantities. Prices range from
$3000-10,000 per ounce and cost is
related to purity.

A 4 \ 4
U.S. Street-Level i U.S. Street-Level
Brown Powder i Black Tar
3-10% purity - 20-80% purity
$1,500,000-2,500,000 per kg. ; $500,000-1,500,000 per kg. g
A gram of street heroin sells for ~ A gram of tar heroin sells for $150-500
$120-150 with an average purity of 6%. | and the purity ranges from 20 to 80%. |

In Mexico, organizations or confederations direct  trol the smuggling of the heroin into the United

. virtually all aspects of heroin trafficking: opium pop-  States and its eventual sale at both the wholesale and
| py cultivation, the refining process, and the transpor-  retail levels. Consequently, heroin is rarely sold at
t tation and distribution of the heroin within Mexico.  the wholesale level in Mexico, but when it is, prices

In most instances, these same organizations also con-  are comparable to those in the United States.




Selling Prices for the Equivalent of One Kilogram of Southwest Asian Heroin at Successive
Stages of Trafficking. (50-95% Purity)

Opium
Pakistan / Afghanistan
Border
10 kilograms
$600-1300

Morphine Base
L.aboratory

(Pakistan/Afghanistan/Iran) [

$2000-3500 per kilogram

O

Heroin
Laboratory
(Pakistan/Afghanistan)
70-95% purity
$4000-6000 per kilogram

- Py 3

v A 4
Heroin .
. Heroin
Middle Ee}sétg‘r(wekaboratory Peshawar, Pakistan

20-95% purity
$5000-16,000 per kilogram

AT LI

50-75% purity
$4600-10,000 per kilogram

T

v

U.S. Mid-Level
20-80% purity
$300,000-500,000 per kilogram
At this level, heroin is sold in ounce
or multi-ounce quantities. Prices
range from $3000-10,000 per ounce
and cost is related to purity.

U.S. Whalesale Level
70-95% purity
$90,000-200,000 per kg.

v

U.S. Street-Level
+ 3-10% purity
$1,500,000-2,500,000 per kilogram
The price for a gram of street heroin
with an average purity of 6% ranges
from $120-150.

i

The change in price levels as opiates move from
source to use primarily reflects the profit motive of
dealers at each level of distribution. Factors such as
geographic distance from source (and hence
replaceability), increased refinement and portabili-

ty through laboratory processing, and greater risk  areas.
of seizure at borders and in distribution systems also

affect the cost.

Southwest Asian heroin is produced in laboratories
in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, India, and several
Middle Eastern countries. The morphine base used
in these laboratories comes from Pakistan,
Afghanistan, or Iran which also are opium source




Selling Prices for the Equivalent of One Kilogram of Southeast Asian Heroin at Successive
Stages of Trafficking. (70-95% Purity)

Opium
$170-Northern Shan State (Burma)
$1900-Thailand / Burma Border

e T TS

10 kilograms

s

Pitzu (Impure Morphine Base)
Thailand / Burma Border
$1000-1400 per kilogram

(To facilitate smuggling from growing
areas to border heroin refineries, opium
(10 kgs.) is reduced to pitzu (1 kg.) at

Northern Shan State laboratories.) ik

oo

A 4

Morphine Base
Border Refinery
$2009-2800 per kilogram }

Heroin Base
Border Refinery

$3500-4000 per kilogram |

‘

U.S. Wholesale Level
70-95% purity
$90,000-200,000 per kg.

T

Bangkok, Thailand
70-95% purity
$7000-11,000 per kg.

Heroin
Chiang Mai, Thailand
70-95% purity
$4600-6500 per kg.

Heroin

v

U.S. Mid-Level ll
20-80% purity ‘
$300,000-500,000 per kg.

At this level, heroin is sold in ounce or
multi-ounce quantities. Prices range from
$3,000-10,000 per ounce and cost is

related to purity.

XY

The change in price levels as opiates move from
source to use primarily reflects the profit motive of
dealers at each level of distribution. Factors such as
geographic distance from source (and hence
replaceability), increased refinement and portabili-
ty through laboratory processing, and greater risk
of seizure at borders and in distribution systems also
affect the cost.

Southeast Asian opiates, from opium to heroin, are

U.S. Street-Level
3-10% purity
$1,500,000-2,500,000 per kg.
The price for a gram of street heroin with
an average purity of 56(;7/0 ranges from
120-150.

produced in Burma, Laos, and Thailand. Heroin
from these laboratories is usually the injectable type
(No.4) and averages from 70 to 95 percent in puri-
ty. Morphine and heroin base are smuggled into
Hong Kong and Malaysia for further processing. The
smoking heroin (No.3, with a purity range of 20 to
40 percent) produced in these locations is primarily
for local consumption.
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Distribution

DEA Headquarters
DEA Field Offices
DEA Laboratories
EPIC

FBI Headquarters
FBI Field Offices

DOJ
OCDETF
U.S. Attorneys

The White House
NNBIS

Congress

ATF

CIA

Coast Guard

Customs

DOD

DIA

GAO

Health & Human Services
INS

IRS

NIDA

National Park Service
NSA.

State

U.S. Embassies

VA

State/Local Law Enforcement Agencies
Interpol
Foreign Law Enforcement Agencies









