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supervision in 1992

442,000

in jall

2,812,000 on probation
851,000 in prison
659,000 on parole

1.3 million in local jail or prison

1,205,000 Male
88,000 Female
645,000 White
623,000 Black

3.5 million on probation or parole

2,805,000 Male
620,000 Female

2,037,000 White
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Highlights

An estimated 4.8 miilion adults were
under some form of correctional supervi-
sion in 1992, Nearly three-quarters of
these people were on probation or parole.
About 2,5% of the U.S, adult resident
population were under correctlonal care
or supervision in 1992, up from 1.1% In
1980.

Jalls

Local jails are facllities that hold Inmates
beyond arralgnment, usually for more
than 48 hours but less than a year.
Local jalls are administered by city or
county officials.

Local jalls held an estimated 442,000
adults, or about 1 in every 428 adult U.S.
residents, on June 30, 1992. Men made
up 91% of adult jall inmates, White
non-Hispanic Inmates accounted for 40%
of the total Jall population; black non-
Hispanics, 44%; and Hispanics, 15%.

The total number of adults In jall increased
142% in the 12 years from 1980 to 1992,
includirig an increase of 4.2% from 1991
to 1992,

Probation

More than 2.8 million adults were on
probation on December 31, 1992.
Probationers made up §9% of all adults
under correctional supervision in 1992,

Approximately 20% of the probationers
were women, a larger proportion thar for
any other correctional population. About
66% of adults on probation were white,
and 33%, black. Two-thirds of all persons
discharged from probation had success-
fully completed their sentences.

The number of adults on probation in the
U.S. increased 152% between 1980 and
1992.

Prisons

Nearly 851,000 men and women were in
the custody of State and Federal prisons
at yearend 1992, About 95% of all prison-
ers were men; 48% were white, and
50%, black.

Two-thirds of sentenced prisoners entering
prison in 1992 were new court commit-
ments and more than a quarter were parole
or othier conditional release violators,
Among persons released from prison In
1992, 80% were placed on probation,
parole, or some other type of conditional
release,

The number of prisoners rose by 7.3%
between 1991 and 1992, bringing the total
Increase since 1980 to 166%.

Adults in Jall, on probation, in prison, or on parole

In the United States, 1980-92

Number of
adult offenders
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Parole

An estimated 659,000 adults were on pa-
role at yearend 1992, an increase of 11.5%
from 1991, Nine of every ten parolees
were men. An estimated 53% of persons
on parole were white; 46%, black; and 2%,
of ather races.

Most eritrles to parole were based on a pa-
role board decislon (58%). About half of all
exits from parole were categorized as suc-

cessful completions, while an eighth of pa-

rolees were returned to incarceration with a
new sentence.

The number of persons on parole grew
199% since 1980, more than that of any
other correctional population,

Capital Punishment

During 1992, 265 inmates were recelved
under sentence of death by State prisons
and 124 had their death sentences re-
moved by means other than execution.
State and Federal prisons held a total of
2,575 prisoners under sentence of death
on December 31, 1992,

Nearly 60% of those under sentence of
death at yearend were white and 40% were
black. Half of the Ininates had been under
sentence of death for at least 5% years.

Thirteen States executed 31 male prisoners
during 1992, The number of executions
was more than double the 14 cartied out in
1991. The total number of prisoners exe-
cuted under civil authority in the United
States from 1930 to 1992 was 4,047.

Adults in jall, on probation, In prison, or on parole, 1992

Number per
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8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000

Female White

All
adults Male

Aduilts in local Jail or in State or Federal prison, 1992

Number per
100,000 adults

s

2,000

1,000

White

Al
adults Male

Female

Black

Black

Iv  Correctlonal Populations In the United States, 1992




Trands In State and Federal inmates

Dramatic growth. Between 1980 and
1992, the number of inmates with sen-
tences of more than a year In State or
Federal prisons grew by more than
530,000, an increasa of nearly 168%
In 12 years.

Changing demographics. An increasing
percentage of the Natlon's prison Inmates

were from raclal or ethnic minority groups.

The percent of sentenced prisoners who
were black Increased from 46.5% In 1980
to 50.3% In 1992, The percent Hispanic
nearly doubled from 7.7% to 14.1%. At
yearend 1992 the estimated number of
sentenced Hispanic Inmates (who may be
of any race) totaled nearly 150,000,

Between 1980 and 1992 the number of
female Inmates in the State and Federal
prisons rose at a faster rate (up 277%)
than the number of males (up 163%),
Despite thelr faster growth, females com-
prised less than 6% of all sentenced pris-
oners at yearend 1992,

Increasing numbers of drug offenders.
Drug offenders accounted for nearly a
third of the increase In the State prison
population since 1980. Over 9 times as
many inmates were serving time in State
prisons for a drug law violation in 1892
(172,300) as in 1980 (19,000), Drug of-
fenders were 22,1% of all State Inmates
in 1992, up from 6.4% in 1980.

tn 1992 drug offenders were almost 60%
of all sentenced Inmates in Federal pris-
ons, up from 45% in 1988 (the earliest
year for which comparable are available).
The Increase of more than 20,000 drug
offenders over these 4 years represented
nearly half of the total Federal growth,

Mors probation and parole violators en-
tering prison. Underlying the dramatic
growth In the State prison population was
a change in the relative slzes of the two
principal sources of admisslons — hew
court commitrments and returned condi-
tlonal release violators. As a percentage
of all admissions, returned parole viola-
tors and newly admitted prabation viola-
tors Increased from 17.0% In 1980 to

29,5% in 1992, During the 12-year perlod,
the number of State prison admisslons
each year for probation or parole violations
rose from 27,000 to nearly 142,000,

Incarceration rates vary widely. Between
1980 and 1992 the rate of incarceration

in State and Federal prisons more than
doubled, from 139 sentenced inmates per
100,000 U.S. residents to 332 per 100,000.

These rates varled among population
groups classifled by age, race, sex, and
educational level. In 1992, the rate of in-
carceration In State and Federal prisons
was ~

¢ 448 per 100,000 adults (or nearly half

of 1 percent of the Natlon's adult
population)

¢ 883 men per 100,000 adult men In
the U.S. population, compared to 47
women per 100,000 adult women

° 4,094 per 100,000 tiack male adults
in the U.S, population, compared to 502
per 100,000 white male adults.

Number of white and black inmates In State

and Federal prison, by sex, 1980-92
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Carrectional Populations in the United States
presents numbers that describe persons under
some form of correctional supervision. In this
compliation the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS)
sesks to help users by—

* making readily apparent the links between
different correctional institutions or methods in
each State

® suggesting the similarities and differences
between States and regions as our system of
criminal justice responds to both common and
disparate needs

* permitting comparisons, however limited they
must be, with previous years' statistics,

Helping readers find a single number

Through an index at the end of the volume,
readers can find all topics treated In the tables,
The Index numbers refer to the tables.

Footnotes give extra information about how to
interpret the numbers In the tables,

Category definitions are avaitable In three places:
the explanatory notes In the appendices of
sections, the questlonnaires also in the
appendices, and the definitions of common
terms in the Introduction on page 8.

important note

To make comparison across year or between
Jurisdictions

BJS makes every effort to report numbers that are
conslstent In Interpretation with those of the past
and between separate jurisdictions in the present.
Data collection rules and reporting protocols that fit
historical statistics and that impose the least burden
on respondents are used.

Some jurisdictions depart from the reporting
conventions, and some categories for counting
have shifted over the year. Users who try to draw
conclustons from such numbers by comparing
years or Jurlsdictions must take Into account special
clroumstances and changes. Footnotes, table
notes, explanatory notes, and other material
highlighting the tables must be consuited for a
full understanding of the data.

The following symbols are used in the tables:
! not reported
: not known

« nhot applicable
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History of U.S. corrections statistics

In 1850 the Federal Government, in
cooperation with the States as a part of the
Saeventh Decennial Cansus, inltiated a
count of prisoners in 32 States and in the
territorles of Minnesota, New Mexico,
Oregon, and Utah. Between 1850 and
1870, U.S. marshals administered the
census of prisoners as part of a special
schedule of social statistics. The 1880
repott indicated there were 61 prisoners In
State instltutions per 100,000 residents. By
1890 Nevada had the highest per capital
rate among the States, 203, and Wyoming
had the lowsst, 16. In that same year New
York had 136 prisoners per 100,000
resldents, and Californla had 169.

In 1920 the introduction of the indeter-
minate sentence was described In prisoner
statistics; 21% of State prisoners on
January 1 had recelved such sentences,
The 19283 report sald that more than a half
of the prison admissions that years were
under indeterminate sentences and
observed that such sentences resulted in
wlde ranges between minimum and
maximum sentences and dispatities in
setting release dates, In 1926 the Bureau
of the Census began the annual collection
of prisoner statistlcs, and the report for that
year described the goal of the effort as the
collection of data to "show the application
of penal policies for vatlous classes of
offenders and in differant parts of the
country," That first annual report In 1926
provided Information by jurisdiction on
admisslons, releases, sentences and time
served, inmates under sentence of death,
recldivism, and crowding — issues of major
goncern today.,

During the past 64 year the partnership
between the Federal Government and

the States and localities In collecting
corrections data has grown and prospered.

In 1950 the program was transferred
from the Bureau of the Census to the
Bureau of Prisons (BOP) in the
Department of Justice and in 1971 to the
agency predecessor of the Bureau of
Justice Statistics (BJS), the National
Criminal Justice Information and
Statistics Service of the Law Enforcement
Assistance Administration (LEAA). LEAA
added the statistical serles on local jails
(1970}, probation (1979), and parole
(1976).

All the maljor reporting series and projects
of the corrections unit, Bureau of Justice
Statistics, are outlined under "Data
sources" below. The Bureau of the
Census serves as the data collections
agency for these series, When Congress
created the Bureau of the Census in the
late 19th century, It charged the agency
with the responsibllity to account for
prisoners. That Involvement has
continued intermittently and in varlous
forms untll the present, as shown in the
following chronology that sketches the
evolution of the statistleal reports
grouped In this volume,

1904, Prisoners and Juvenile
Delinquents, 1904 reported movements
rather than Individuals, Prigon officials
served as enumerators,

1924, Prisoners, 1923 presented wdults
separate from Juveniles.

1926, Prisoners in State and Federal
Prisons and Reformatorles began as an
anpual report that continued until 1948,
The report Included a special section on
prisoners under sentence of death. From
1946 to 1970 the Bureau of Prisons
published the annual figures. The LEAA
followed for 9 years untll BJS was
created in 1980. (The Bureau of Census
has acted as collecting agent since
1972.)

2 Correctional Populations in the United States, 1992

1947, The Bureau of Prisons began the
separate annual reports on prisoners
under sentence of death, LEAA and then
BJS continued the reports until 1984, The
Bureau of Justice Statistics will continue
to publisk annual bulletins about the death
penalty and persons sentenced to death;
the more detalled statistics will appear in
the corrections volume.

1965. The Natlonal Councll on Crime and
Delinquency (NCCD), a non-governmental
organization, started the Uniform Parole
Reports project under Federal contract,

1970, LEAA conducted Its first 1-day
count of jalls,

1974, LEAA, with the Bureau of the
Census, surveyed a national random
sample of inmates In State prisons. The
survey, repeated In 1979, 1986, and
1991, collected information on personal
background and criminal history and
inquired about drug and alcohol usage,

1976. The NCCD and LEAA annual
reports covered parole data beginning in
19786,

1978, The Bureau of the Census counted
prisoners In U.S. Jails; Census repeated
the complete enumeration in 1983 and
1988,

1979. The first annual report on parole
and probation appeared, published by
BJS.

1982, The Bureau of the Census
completed the first annual Jail sarmple
survey for BJS. Bulletins contalning data
from the sample survey are supplemented
by the correctlons volume.




Definitions of common terms used in
tables

Custody. To have custody of a prisoner,
a State must hold that person In one of Its
facillties. Early statistical reports gave
custody counts that largely have been
replaced by jurisdiction counts of State
prison populations, A State may have
custody of a prisoner over whom another
State maintains jurisdiction. The tables
present both kinds of counting proce-
dures, with jurisdiction counts being more
complete; States that report only on
custody are noted.

Detention status, This term distinguishes
between prisoners, usually in jall, who
were convicted or who were awalting
Judgment.

Discretionary parole, A release from
prison to supervision is discretionary when
It is declded by a board or other authority,

Good time. When correctional authorities
deduct time from a prison or jali sentence,
often to reward or to encourage good
behavior, they give good time, When the
good time is tled to a speclfic action, such
as working In a ptison industry or
performing a merltorious deed, It Is called
"earned."

Hispanlc origin. A person of Hispanic
origin may ba of any race; however, a few
States treat the ethnlic category as a raclal
one. Reporting officlals usually rely on
self-definition, but some States classlfy
according to surname.

Jurisdiction, Jurisdiction refers to a unit
of government or to the legal authority to
exerclse governmental power. According
to the latter meaning, the prisoners under
a State's Jurisdiction may be in the
custody of local jails, (See "Gustody,")

Mandatory parole. Mandatory parole re-
sults from statutory or correctional gulde-
lines, and no judgment by a panel or
board is required for release of a prisoner
to supervision outside prison,

Maximum sentence length. Some
jurisdictions sentenge offenders to a
range of years; the larger number in that
range is the most that a prisoner may
serve on a santence. Often, good timels
subtracted from the maximum sentence,
When the tables report on prisoners with
sentences longer or shorter than a year,
the maximum sentence Is used where
applicable,

Movement. In corrections, a movement
is an admission to or a release from a
status -~ prisoner, parolee, ot
prebationer, Unless spedifically noted, a
transfer between facllities does not count
as a movement.

One-day count. For a 1-day count a
jurisdiction or facility Is asked to report
how many people were on lts roli on a
certain day. The average dally
population Is a year's total number of
people on the roll each day, divided by
the number of days. The methods of
counting In aggregate do not yield
estimates of elther the number of
persons in a status during the year or the
average amount of time persons remain
in a status.

Race. Classification by race often
depends on the reporting program and
the State. A few States reported two
categories: white and nonwhite, A few
others categorized Hispanic offenders as
belenging to "Other race." The number
of persons with certain raclal
backgrounds were sometimes estimated,

Reporting time. The prison and capital
punishment figures are from December 31,
1992, unless otherwise noted. The Bureau
of the Census surveyed jalls on June 30,
1992; they prevlously took a complete
census of Jails on June 30, 1988,

Revisions, Many States ravise the
yearend number reported for the previous
year. Those revisions are made In the
total, not the detall. For example, the
number of blacks, whites, and members of
other races for 1991 were not changed by
a Stata In 1992 to equal its revised 1991
total,

Youthful offender status, State
legislatures create the youthful offender
status through statures that provide for
speclal sentencing, commitment, or record
sealing procedurss for young adult
offenders adjudicated in a criminal court, as
opposed to a juvenile court, The offenders
may be above the statutory age limit for
juveniles but below a specified upper age
Himit.
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Data sources

Series that aggregate by reporting unit

NPS-1, Annual yearend count of prisoners
present by jurisdiction, sex, race, Hispanic
origin, and admissions and releases during
the year.

NPS-{A, Count of prisoners present on
June 30 by jurisdiction.

NPS-1B. Advance yearend count of
prisoners; emergency releases because of
prison crowding; rated, operational, and
design capacities of prison facilities,

NPS-8A. Yearend count of persons in
prison under sentence of death.

NPS-8B,8C. Complete survey of States to
determine any significant changes in
statues or case law relating to the death
penalty.

CJ-8. Yearend count, admisslons, and
releases of persons on probation by
jurisdiction,

CJ-7. Yearend count, admissions, and
releases of persons on parole by
jurisdiction,

CuJ-5. Annual sample survey of local jalls to
estimate the population of jalls in
jurisdictions holding a daily average of
more than 100 people,

CJ-5A, Annual sample survey of local Jalls
to estimate the popuiation of jails In
jurisdictions holding a dally average of
fewer than 100 people.

CJ-42, Census every 5 years of all State
and Fedaral operated, community-based
correctional facllities to record thelr
characteristics.

(J-43, Census every 5 years of all State
and Federal prison facllities to record their
characteristics.

CJ-3. Census every & years of all jall
facllities to record their characteristics.

Sories based on reported individual
offenders

NPS-8, Characteristics of persons
admitted to, under, or reieased from a
sentence of death during the year,

NCRP-1A. Individual record data on each
offender admitted to prison during the
year, covering race, age, Hispanic origin,
jall credits, prior prison credit, offenses
and number of counts, and maximum
and minimum sentence.

NCRP-1B. individual record data on each
offender released from prison during the
year, covering data froni NCRP-1A,
offenses and sentences since admission,
time spent in halfway houses, time
served, and category of discharge.

NCRP-1C. Indlvidual record data on each
ofiender discharged from parole
supervision, covering data contained In
NCRP-1A and NCRP-1B, parole
dischargs, and category of discharge.

Sarles based on Interviews of sampled

prisoners

SlJ-43. Survey every 5 years of a
random sample of Jail Inmates to
determine criminal history, drug and
alcohol use, and personal background,

NPS-25, Survey every 5 years of a
random sample of prison inmates to
determine criminal history, drug and
alcohol use, and personal background.

Speclal studles of racidivism
BJS has conducted two major siudies of

the arrests and convictions of offenders
after they are released from prison.
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Recldivism L. This project analyzed
arrests and convictions of a cohort of
offenders paroled from prison n 20
States. It Incorporated into the parole
records FB| data on each parolee's
contacts with criminal justice agencies,
The selected offenders were 18 to 22
years of age when they were released
frem prison in 1978.

Recidivism II. This data collection
program parmits analysis of criminal
Justice contacts through 1986 for a
sample of 16,000 prisoners released from
prison in 11 States in 1983, The effort
merged FBI, State, and local police
records with correctional records.

Historical statistics

Historlcal statistics on prisoners in
State and Federal Institutions, yearend
1925-1986 (NCJ-111098) reports custody
counts by jurisdiction,




Table 1.1. Number of adults on probation, In Jali or prison,

or on parole, 1980-22

Total

estimated

correctional
Year population* _ Probation Jall Prison Parole
1980 1,840,400 1,118,007 182,288° 318,598 220438
1981 2,008,600 1,225,934 195085> 360,028 225539
1982 2,192,800 1,357,264 207,853 402,914 224,604
1983 2,475,100 1,582,947 221815 423,898 246,440
1884 2,689,200 1,740,948 233,018 448,264 266,992
1985 3,011,400 1,968,712 254,986 487,593 300,203
1986 3,239,400 2,114,621 272,735 526,436 325,638
1987 3,459,800 2,247,158 204,092 562,814 355,505
1988 3,714,100 2,356,483 341,893 607,766 407,977
1989 4,055,600 2,522,126 393,303 683367 456,803
1990 4,348,100 2,670,234 403,019 743,382 531,407
1991 4,636,200 2,729,322 424129 792,635 690,198
1992° 4,763,200 2,811,611 441,781 851,205 658,601
Percent change
1991-92 5.0% 3.0% 4.2% 7.3% 11.5%
1980-92 168,8 161.5 1424 166.1 194,8

Note: Counts for probatlon, prisen, and parols population are for
December 31 of each year, Jall population counts are for June 30
each year, Prisoner counts are for Inmates in custody only,

*A small number of individuals may have muitiple correctional sta-
tuses; consequently, the total number of persons under correc-
tlonal suparvision may be an ovarestimate. See technical note,

bEstimated population counts.

“The numbers of adults on prabation, on parole, and In prison on
December 31, 1992, have beers updated and will differ from num-

bers reported elsewhere in this volume,

Table 1,2, Estimated number of adults on probation, In Jall, In prison, or
on parole and thelr percent of the adult population, by sex and race, 1992

Sex — Race
Total* Male Female White Black
Total 4,763,200 4,050,900 712,300 2,882,200 1,781,700
Probation® 2,811,600 2,257,900 553,700 1,689,600 857,100
Jall 441,800 401,100 40,700 233,000 195,200
Prison 851,200 804,200 47,100 411,800 427,700
Parole® 658,600 587,700 70,800 347,800 301,600
U.S, adult resident
population® 188,898,000 90,574,000 98,324,000 160,176,000 21,412,000
Percent under corractional
care of In custody 2,5% 4.4% 0.7% 1.7% 8.3%

Note: Detall may not add to total because of rounding.
In cases whare sex or race was unknown or not re-
ported, percentages were applled based on known

cases,

*A small number of Individuals have muitiple correctional
statuses; consequently, the total number of persons
under carrectional supervsion Is an overestimate,

Sae tachnical note,

*The estimated total number of adults on probation, on
parole, and In prison on December 31, 1992 have been
revised and dlffer from those reported In other tables in

this valume,

°Rasldent population 18 years or alder on July 1, 1992,
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Technical note

To estimate the total correctional
populations In tables 1.1 and 1.2, the four
correctional populations are assumed to
contain individuals with only one status at
atime. This assumption Is not valld.
Multiple correctional statuses may occur
because —

® probation and parole agencles are not
always notlfled of new arrests, jall
entrles, or prison admissions;

* absconders on agency caseloads in
one jurisdiction may actually be
incarcerated In another jurisdiction;

* individuals may be admitted to Jail or
prison before the completion of formal
revocatlon hearings by a probation or

parole agency.

By adding the number of persons on
probation, cn parole, in Jall, and in prison,
we may count some persons more than
once; consequently, the sum will be an
overestimate of the total number of
persons under correctional supervision at
any one time. The magnitude of the
overestimation Is not known; however, da