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This report represents our findings, _conclusions and 
recolnmendatiQns pursuant to the investigation mandated to 
this Commission, through House Resolut.ion 414, sponsored 
by Representative Calvin L. Skinner, and adopted by the 
Illinois House of Representatives on June 13, 1973. 

This report also includes a proposed fireworks law 
drafted by the Commission, an Appendix, for introduction 
at the next session of the Illinois General Assembly. It 
is addressed to the prevailing serious fireworks problem 
and would n~p1ace existing State law which is archaic 
and does not adequately protect the public's health, 
safety and welfare. 

By a vote of the Illinois House of Representatives 
on January 9, 1974, the date on which the Commission was 
directed to report its findings to the Gen~ral Assembly 
was extended from November 1, 1973, to April 30, 1974. 
This was occasioned by the fact that the Commission's 
staff required additional time to complete its thorough 
investigation because of 'the volume of its duties concern
ing other equally important investig'ations assigned to it 
by the House of Representatives. 

Chapter 1 reflects the Commission's findings relative 
to the explosions of four fireworks plants, an explosion 
during a public fireworks display, and an explosion of a 
discarded aerial shell while two youngsters were playing 
with it. 

Chapter 2 relates to another mandate of House Resolution 
414 which instructed the Commission, with the help of the 
State Fire Marshal, to monitor the patriotic fireworks dis
plays held in celebration of Independence Day, 1973. In 
that regard we also received the a.ssistance of many fire 
departments throughout the State. We sent questionnaires 
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. d artments requesting them to monitor 
to each of 1,164 f1re ep / ort their find~ngs to us, 
displays. on th<:tt date and .rep the s onsors, the operators 
including deta1ls concern1n9"d ts ~hat may have occurred. 
of the displays and any aCC1 en ~ . 

. . ceived a total of 506 returns 
From tha.t ma1l1ng we r~ f all the departments con-

or apl(roxima t~ely 4 ~ ~~~ ~~~e ~epartments repo::ted that 
t21ctea.. A total ~ 18 f ."hich were staged w1thout the 
displays were. hel, 0 ,. ~ de. artments recorded minor 
required perm7ts. Only two dPbY debris falling into the 
injuries to S1X persons cause 
spectators area. 

f · d' concerning the 
In Chapter 3 we included our 1n 1ngs referred 
oive illicit traffic in fireworks, . commonly 

~~t~~~those in the industry as bootlegg1ng. 

. d suspected fireworks 
We iden~ified.va::10us k~~~no~nstate who~are involved 

bootleg~ers 1n ~111nO~Stan~nd interstate traffic. Also 
in the 7l.legal 1n~ras a e .~ anies in Illinois who 
identif1~d V!ere_f1re~lOrks ~omio bootleggers. Detai~s are 
illegally d1verted f1r7wor't~o undercover investigat10ns 
also furnished concern1ng 
conducted by Commission agents. 

. . undercover agents pur-
In one case two CO~~lJ.SS10~S from Elmer Lee smith and 

chased $2,000 worth of 1rew~~d' the products from Ohio to 
Ray Allen Mason who.tr<:tnsPO~hey were arrested on August 3, 
Willow Springs, Il11no7s . a ents of the Illinois 
1973, by the loc~1.p~11ce ~~~ ~evioUSlY identified pur-
Bureau of Invest1gat10n·

d 
dPthe fireworks were seized. 

cha3i= money was recovere , an 
. ..... t' another two Commission 

In the other 1nVeS~1g~ ~~~5 of fireWorks, without a 
undercover agents purchase T Cartolano owner of the 
valid permit, . from Anth~nYl . company i~ Huntley, Illinois, 
New Melrose F1reworks D1SP ay 
on June 28, 1973. 

Details concernin~ ~oth ~~ t~~~:s~~~~~i~~ai~~~: ~~ee 
all of our files conta1n7ng m o~fice of the Bureau of 
been furnished to the ~h1cago f the united states 
Alcohol~ Tobacco and F1rearms 0 
Treasury Department. 

: . . 'shed information to the St. 
The- comm1sS 1on also furn1 f Alcohol Tobacco 

. . . ffice of the Bureau 0 .' 
LOU1S, M1Ssour1 0 . landestine manufactur1ng opera
and Fire.arms concern1ng c 
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tions in Missouri. Subsequently a site in Rolla, Missouri was 
successfully raided in August, 1973, and a large quantity of 
M-80 salutes were seized. Defendants Robert Wilson and Larry 
Bradshaw were later indicted in federal court in St. Louis. 

House Resolution 414 further instructed the COlnmission 
to investigate the importing, manufacture, transportation 
and ignition of fireworks. Our investigation in that re
gard is included in Chapter 4. 

Chapter 5 contains summaries of testimony from 22 
witnesses who appeared at public hearings we conducted 
in Chicago on December 17-18, 1973. They included Com
mission undercover agents, fireworks bootleggers, owners 
of fireworks companies, State enforcement authorities, and 
fireworks experts. 

On December 19, 1973, public hearings were conducted 
in Woodstock, Illinois. Sheriff Arthur Tyrrell of McHenry 
County, a Commission agent, fireworks company owners, and 
former employees of the former Melrose Display Fireworks 
Company that exploded in 1972, were among the 15 witnesses 
who testified. Summaries of testimony of all these wit
nesses are included in Chapter 6. 

The transcripts of these public hearings have been 
furnished to the State's Attorneys of Cook and McHenry 
Counties, and federal authorities in Chicago. 

Chapter 7 reflects the Commission's analysis of the 
current Illinois Fireworks Act, the Illinois Mines and 
Mineral Act insofar as it relates to explosive fireworks, 
the California Act, a 1973 Model State Fireworks Law and a 
1973 Code for the Manufacture, Transportation and Storage 
of Fireworks both of which were prepared by the National 
Fire Prevention Association of Boston, Massachusetts. The 
Commission proposes that the current Illinois fireworks 
law be repealed and be replaced by a new law, the main 
thrusts of which are also discussed in that chapter. 

Th~ final chapter of this report furnishes a list 
of conclusions and recommendations, broken down into the 
following categories: explosions, fireworks displays, 
fireworks bootlegging, fireworks companies, State enforce-
ment and legislation. . 

Every year from 1970 through 1973 an Illinois fire
works company plant has exploded. A total of seven persons 

.• 
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h been injured, some seriously, 
have died, ,39,perso~sdO~~:J1S of property damages resu;lted 
a.nd many m~ll~ons 0 l' s and display accideI.1ts. 
from these four plant exp os~on , . 

los ion of the Worldwide Fireworks 
The June 9, 1973, ~xp, hich injured seven persons, 

company in McHenry, Ill~no~S~e~ extensive property damages, 
demolished the plant an ca~aneous combustion which trigg~red 
was probably caused by spo~ unt of fireworks stored ~n 
the explosion of an excess~ve am~ther Owners Robert 
trailers that we:-e too close ~~g and Lawrence A. Callen, 
Van Schoick, Lou~s P. Landerm, i ted the law by storing an 
were negligent because the~ v~o,a licensed trailers and also 
excessive amo~t of eXdPd~ot~~v:~ ~~rge amount of fireworks in 
secretly stor~ng an a ~ ~on 
unlicensed trailers. 

n violated the Illinois 
The worldwide Firewo~k~ l....o~P~~~tificate of Registra-

Fireworks Act by ~ot,obta~n~n~i;e Marshal. Prior state 
tion from the Ill1nOJ.s, sta: nt Fire Marshal were negligent 
Fire Marshals and the 7ncu e for non-compliance with 
for not,prose~uting t~~~ compa~~e Illinois Fireworks Act. , 
the reg~strat~on prov~s~on of 1 , t for not prosecuting th~s 
;~!p!~~ef~~r~~~iu;:St~1~~r~:;t1~:~ety violations. 

1 . h of the Melrose Display 
The March 6, 1972, eXPOo~~od Park Illinois, which 

Fireworks Company pla~t,at r an erson~ and totally de
killed three peo~le~ ~nJured 16 babl c~used as a result of 
stroyed three,bu7ld~ngs, ~as,~r~ expiosive powder negligently 
a spark or fr1ct~on that 19n~ e , f the plant. 
spilled on the floor of the work~ng area 0 

In more than 15 years of operation th~i~~~~ro~ the 
t h T Cartolano had never app , 

plant, An on~ ., " from the Illinois State F~re 
certifica~e o~ Reg7stratf~~~e Illinois Fireworks Act. 
Marshal, ~n v~olat~on 0 . 

Prior Illinois Stat~ Fir~ Marshals wer:x~~t~~~;to~or 
very belatedl~ never ~aV1ng d~scov:~edu~~~l after the 
the Melrose D~splay F~reworks Comp ,y h r did even-

972 1 sion That off~ce, oweve, 
March 6, 1 , exp o. which on March 6, 1974, 
tually proceed again~t th~t ~~~kag;unty Circuit Court for 
entered a plea of, gu~l ty ~nd th r charges and was fined 
failure to so reg1ster, an 0 e , 
$4,000. 

Prior Illinois Stal~e F~r~~~a~:~:;sha~~~gt~~s~~~~ent 
Fire Marshal, were ne~ ~gen 
the Melrose Display F~reworks Company. 
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The May 27, 1970, explosion ot the Carpentersville 
Fireworks Company in Huntley, Illinois, which seriously 
injured three persons and totally destroyed three buildings., 
was probably caused by friction when a heavy steel drum was 
negligently rolled over a pile of flammable powder. Prior 
State Fire Marshals were negligent for never having dis
covered the fact that this company had been in existence 
for 15 years without ever obtaining a required Certificate 
of Registration. Those Fire Marshals were also negligent 
in the enforcement of the law because they never once 
inspected the Carpentersville Fireworks Company before the 
explosion. 

The July 4, 1972, explosion during a fireworks display 
at Bangs Lake Park, Wauconda, Illinois, conducted by Robert 
Van Schoick of Worldwide Fireworks Company, which killed 
Edward Bulger and injured eight persons, was caused by the 
misfiring of an aerial shell, precipitated by moisture 
inside a steel mortar tube. Van Schoick is responsible for 
neglect in not knowing that dampness could cause the shell 
to explode inside the tube. 

The May 17, 197i, explosion of the Continental Fire
works Company at Pisgah, Illinois, which killed three 
persons and injured five persons, and demolished eight 
buildings, was caused as a result of friction generated 
while the owner, Dominick Shalla, one of the three fatali
ties, was pressing flammable powder into a cardboard tube. 
Prior State Fire Marshals were negligent for never having 
once inspected this plant, and for not detecting the fact 
that that company, in existence since 1946, had never 
obtained a Certificate of Registration. 

Anthony T. Cartolano, operator of the New Melrose 
Fireworks Display Company, Huntl.ey, Illinois, was negli
gent for discarding defective aerial shells in an easily 
accessible pond on his property. One of these ~hells ex
ploded when two youths, Gary W. Eicholtz and his brother 
Dana, playfully ignited the explosive contents of the shell 
on May 30, 1973. 

With the cooperation of the State Fire Marshal and all 
of the fire departments in Illinois, the Commission attempted 
to monitor state-wide fireworks displays on Independence 
Day, July 4, 1973. During one such display, sponsored by 
the City of Evanston and monitored by Commission Investi<ga
tors, we discovered'that three teenagers, without any pr.ior 
experience, assisted in the ignition of dangerous fireworks. 
One of these youngsters miraculously escaped injury when 
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sion 

of a misfir<i> knocked him to the ground. In 
another display in Downers Grove, the ignition operator was 
a person with a prior criminal record who had not obtained 
the required state permit, and who is an alleged fireworks 

bootlegger of M-80 firecrackers. 

Under the current Illinois Fireworks Act, the issuance 
of permits to conduct fireworks displays is haphazard. our 
proposed law changes the system of permits so that the 
State Fire Marshal would issue such permits, have better 
control over such issuances, and for the first time have 
a central state-wide record of such displays. 

The commission also concluded it was a threat to the 
public welfare to permit youngsters to ignite fireworks 
displayS. Therefore, our proposed law would provide for 
appropriate certification of all persons who fire such 
displays, and would limit permits to those 21 years of age, 

or over. 
The commission further concluded that the bootlegging 

of fireworks, which is the diversion of legally produced 
fireworks to persons unlicensed to deal in fireworks, is 
a serious problem in Illinois, involving hundreds of 
traffickers and retail sales of several million dollars 
annually. Organized bootleggers import fireworks from 
other states and also purchase fireworks illegally from 

Illinois companies. 
The most significant illicit fireworks traffic in

volves the M-80 type of fireworks, the manufacture of which, 
under federal law, is legal but the retail sale of which 
is prohibited except for agricultural or wildlife purposes. 
The commission recommends that the Illinois law be the same. 

The commission finds that law enforcement effortS by 
federal, State, county and local government agencies to 
detect, arrest and prosecute fireworks bootleggers leaves 
much to be desired. We strongly recommend that appropriate 
law enforcement programS, at all government levels,. be 
initiated and pursued for the purpose of more effectively 

suppressing this bootleg traffic. 

with regard to fireworks companies in IllinoiS, the 
commission established that many of them have ignored the 
statutory requirement to obtain certificates of Registration 
from the state Fire Marshal; that many of these companies 
have also ignored the statutory provisions concerning 
safety requirements; and that some Illinois companies have 

- xii -

·'1 
\ , 
I 
1 

knowingly enga ed ' 
licensed boot1~9 tr~nftf~e illegal sale of a ~ckers. fireworks to un-

The Conunission c as well as the incumb°nc1u~ed that prior State " 
and deficient . ent Flre Marshal h Flre Marshals ~n the following areas: ave been negligent ' 
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apprised of the et~e State Fire Marsh:l ~efs throughout 
manuf t' x~stence of ,has not been 
and ac urlng, assembling, companles'engaged in the processing or sale of fireworks; 
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concerning fireworks maintain full and companies. complete files 

The new law h' toward the prote w,~ch the Conunission ro 
welfare. In add~~70n of the public's Keai~~es is directed 
ously, followi lon to the provisions ! safety and 
our proposed l~~.are some additional sal~entt~ofned previ-. en eatures of 

1. The Illinois D ra'ther than th epartment of M' 
sibility to is:ust~te Fire Marshal, wi~~e~ and Minerals, 
wholesalers i e lcenses to fireworks ave the respon
and to cond~ctmpor~er~, :etailers, and d~n~facturers, per~od~c ~nspections of l7

sP 
ay operators ~censees ' " 

. 2. The State . premlses; 
~ssue permit . F~re Marshal will h 
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. years of age; 

Class3. "Contains complete d f' , , 
are no~'n da'.'gerous" and "saf: ~~~tlOns/o: Class B, 

ow ~ncluded in Illinois la!~ne f~reworks, which , 

- xiii -



4~ Permits the retail sale of safe and sane fire
works, unrelated to public displays, under appropriate 
supervision; 

5. The packaging or repackaging of fireworks al
ready in a finished state will constitute manufacturing; 

6. The licensing and annual renewals of such li
censes, to manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers, importers 
and exporters, at a graduated scale of fees for initial 
licensing and annual renewals; 

7. Provisions that manufacturers and distributors 
must observe in the manufacturing, storing and transpor
tation of all classifications of fireworks; 

8. New hearing procedures in cases of appeals 
from citation Orders and appeals of license revocations, 
including the obligatory presence of two competent hearing 
officers, and a requirement that there shall be a steno
graphic or'other written record maintained of such 
proceedings; 

9. Procedures that must be followed in the opera
tion of supervised public displays of fireworks; and 

10. Requirements that third party personal injury 
and property damage insurance policies, without deductible 
clauses, be purchased by fireworks companies for their 
plant operations, and also in connection with the ignition 
of public fireworks displays. 

The Commission trusts that fireworks companies in 
Illinois are now sufficently impressed concerning the 
necessity to operate their plants safely in order to 
avoid a recurrence of the tragedies of these past few 
years. We are also confident that State regulatory and 
enforcement authorities, especially the Fire Marshal, 
are fully aware of their serious responsibilities, and the 
necessity to effectively discharge those responsibilities. 

We believe that the new law which the Commission 
proposes is necessary. With the cooperation of the , 
fireworks industry and proper enforcement by the State 
of Illinois, the deaths, injuries and property damage 
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HOUSE RESOLUTION 414 
sponsored by Representative 

Calvin L. Skinner 

On June 13, 1973, the Illinois House of Representatives 

adopted House Resolution 414. 
"WHEREAS, The worldwide Fireworks Company ware
houses near McHenry and fourteen trailers loaded 
with fireworks exploded on Saturday, June 9, 

1973; and 
"WHEREAS, On March 6, 1972, the Melrose Disp·lay 
Fireworks company plant exploded; and 

"WHEREAS, There waS an explosion at the Carpen
tersville Fireworks company of Huntley on May 27, 

1970; and 
. '\WHEREAS, There have been numerous incidents 
arising from the setting off of fireworks at 
civic celebrations, including the death of 
Mr. Edward Bulger during an Independence Day 
celebration in wauconda, where fireworks were 
supplied by worldwide Fireworks company, and 

"WHEREAS, The need for additional regulation 
of the importing, manufacture, distribution 
and ignition of fireworks in the state of 
Illinois is indicated by these incidents; 

therefore be it 
"HESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE SEVENTY-EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, that the Illinois Legisla
tive Investigating commission be directed to: 

(1) investigate the importing, manU
facture, transportation and ignition of fire-

works; and 
(2) hold hearings convenient to the 

public to hear their SUggestions, and, 

thereafter 
(3) to develop regulatory legislation 

to protect the health, safety and welfare of 
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the,citizens of the be ~t further State of Illinois· , and 

liRE st~~~LVED, That the State p' , be requested to ~re Marshal and 
latlve Investigat' coo~erate with th his 
the patriotic f' lng Commlssion in ,e Legis-
bration of Ind lreworks displays' monltoring 
toward " ependence Day held in cele 
in the Ia~~'~9 information ~nl97:, ,:,ith a vie~ 
gating a~y =~o~dOf fireworks a~~a~tlces followed 
further Cl ents which may 0 oward investi-ccur; and be it 

liRE SOLVED, That tigatin C ' the Illinois L ' finding; a~~,ssion be directe~g~Slative Inves-
General Asse~~commendations to t~ r~P8ort its 

y on or before N e th ovember 1 19 

By a vote of th " ' 7

3 

, " 
J~nuary 9, 1974 e Ill~nois House dlrected to rep~r~h7 dat7 on which th~f Rep:es7ntatives 
extended from N . ltS flndings to th CommlSS10n was ovember 1, 1973 t A e,General Assembl , 0 pr~l 30, y 1974. 
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Chapter 1 

FIREWORKS EXPLOSIONS 

A. Introduction 

House Resolution 414 instructed the Commission, among 
other things, to investigate the circumstances surrolmding 
the explosions of three fireworks plants in Illinois: World
wide Fireworks Company, McHe~ry, on June 9, 1973; Melrose 
Display Fireworks Company, Orland Park, on IvJ.arch 6, 1972; 
and Carpentersville Fireworks Company, Huntley, on May 27, 
1970. 

We also investigated the death of Edward Bulger and the 
injury of eight persons during a fireworks display at Bangs 
Lake Park, Wauconda, conducted by Worldwide Fireworks Company 
on July 4, 1972, which was also cited in House Resolution 414. 

In addition to the above tragedies, the Commission also 
investigated the May 17, 1971, explosion of the Continental 
Fireworks Company at Pisgah, and an explosion of a discarded 
aerial shell that occurred on May 30, 1973, at Huntley, 
Illinois which seriously injured two persons. 

Shocking statistics emerged from these six explosive 
incidents. Every year from 1970 through 1973 a fireworks 
company plant has exploded. A total of seven persons have 
died, 39 persons have been seriously injured, and many 
millions of dollars of property damages resulted from these 
four plant explosions, and display accidents. 

Not one of these plants ever obtained a Certificate 
of Registration from the Illinois State Fire Marshal, in 
violation of law. And only one had ever been inspected by 
that office prior to the tragedies. 

B. The Worldwide Fireworks 
Company Explosion 

1. Introduction 

On June 9, 1973, a series of explosions devastated 
Worldwide Fireworks Company in McHenry, Illinois. Seven 
people were injured and severe damages were suffered by 
several homes in the vicinity. 
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Witnesses reported to us that for several weeks after 
the explosion, fireworks debris would sporadically explode 
from time to time. The outlying area ,of the plant still 
contained other debris as late as November 1973, when a 
Commission investigator picked up jagged steel fragments, 
weighing up to 50 pounds each, from the devastated semi
trailers. 

There were 12 trailers, containing several thousand 
pounds of fireworks, parked about 20 to 50 feet from one 
another. The Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals had 
visited the company on March l~, 1973, and issued licenses 
for the storage of 1,400 pounds of fireworks in five semi
trailers. It was later established that subsequent to that 
plant inspection, the company had brought in an additional 
seven trailers which had never been licensed to store fire\vorks. 

It was, therefore, estimated that the company had thou
sands of pounds of fireworks stored in 12 trailers, in vio
lation of the law. 

Worldwide Fireworks Company specialized in the purchase 
of Brazilian fireworks containing potassium chlorate, which 
when damp and exposed to heat are subject to spontaneous 
combustion. As a result of interviewing many persons, the 
Commission is satisfied that in all probability some of 
the Brazilian fireworks, stored in anyone of the 12 trailers, 
exploded from spontaneous combustion, and triggered explo
sions of all the others, facilitated by their proximity to 
one another. . 

On April 14, 1972, the State Fire Marshal's Office in
spected this plant and discovered four safety violations. 
By an Order of April 24, 1972, the company was instructed 
to rectify these conditions. On June 7, 1973, the plant 
was reinspected and it was discovered that none of the 
defects had been remedied. Ironically, two days later the 
plant exploded. 

It is noted that at the time of the June 7, 1973, in
spection by the State Fire Marshal, the principal owner and 
operator of the plant, Robert Van SchoicK, was not in Illihois. 
He was in a hospital at Corpus Christi, Texas as a result of 
an accident he incurred in April, 1973. while putting on a 
fireworks display on a barge. He suffered extensive injuries 
that almost caused his death. He remained in that hospital 
for many months and is still taking medical treatment. He 
was still recuperating there when the explosion occurred in 
Huntley on June 9, 1973. 
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L derman are alSO c 2021 west stree, -

an Specialties company, 
the Acme 
Illinois. 

- 4 -

Sergeant Moore also interviewed Murray Yule, 51, of 
1221 Cleveland Street, Wilmette, Illinois who said he was 
not regularly employed by Worldwide Fireworks Company but did 

'conducted displays for the company. Yule also said Robert 
Van Schoick, President of the Company, was in a hospital in 
Texas after having been very badly burned in a fireworks dis
play accident there. 

Moore also interviewed two neighbors of the 'fireworks 
company, Kenneth C. Peterson, of 4112 West McCullom Lake 
Road, and Martin Stoffel, of 4014 West McCullom Lake Road. 
Both men said that they had extensive damage to their homes. 
Stoffel said that he was renting a mobile home from a firm 
in Elgin because his home was too severely damaged to occupy. 

Sergeant Moore reported that 10 squads from the Illinois 
State Police, 11 Deputy Sheriffs l and officers from the 
McHenry Police Department and the MCCullom'Lake Police De
partment responded to the call for assistance. Three units 
from the McHenry Fire Department, units from the Lake Moore 
Fire Department and the Johnsburg FirePepartment responded 
to fight the fires. Units from the Johnsburg Rescue Squad, 
the McHenry Rescue Squad, and the Richmond Rescue Squad 
arrived to assist the injuxed. 

Sergeant Moore estimated the damage to Worldwide Fire
works Company at $250,000 and estimated that the damage to 
other buildings surrounding the Company was another $250,000. 

Detective Elof Borgeson of the McHenry County Sheriff's 
D~partment, assigne~ to investigate the explosion, reported 
·tha t Worldwide Fireworks Company ~'las a fireworks wholesale 
and storage facility, located approximately 500 feet north 
of McCullom Lake Road. He also reported that Robert Van 
Schoick, President of the Company, was in a hospital in 
Corpus Christi, Texas, at the time of the explosion because 
of serious injuries he suffered there while putting on a fire
works display on a river barge. 

Borgeson reported that seven people were injured as a 
result of the explosions and were treated at McHenry Hospital. 
Robert L. Seaman of 5429 River Drive, Naperville, Illinois 
was admitted to the hospital and treated for smoke inhalation 
and a broken arm. The following six people were treated for 
smoke inhalation and released: Thomas S. Seaman of P. O. Box 
25, Stanton, Missouri; Kurt H. Johnson, 22, of 536 Stewart 
Street, Palatine, Illinois; Michael Rowe, 33, of Oakland 
Drive, MCCullom Lake, Illinois; Patricia J. Van Schoick, 34, 
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Robert van Schoick, 2, and Lisa Van Schoick, 4, of 4004 
McCuliom Lake Road, McHenry, Illinois. 

Shortly after the explosion, Borgeson interviewed 
Michael Rowe and Kurt Johnson. They told him that the only 
other people who were at the fireworks plant the day of the 
explosion were the Scaman brothers. The Scamans, according 
to Rowe and Johnson, arrived at the fireworks plant some-

time between 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. 

The scamans were escorted through the trailers, and 
Thomas scaman picked out the fireworks 'that he wanted to 
purchase. These fireworks were placed at the rear of each 
of the trailers and then loaded into Tom scaman's pickuP 

truck. 
After all of the fireworks had been loaded into the 

truck, Johnson, Rowe, and the Seamans went to the office, 
a mobile trailer located in the Northwest corner of the 
storage area,' to fill out the purchase invoice. 

Shortly after entering the office, they heard a whining 
sound emanating from the east end of the storage yard. The 
noise became louder and louder until the trailers began eX
ploding. All four men raced from the trailer and began 
running from the yard as debriS rained all around them. 

Johnson and Rowe claimed that the scamans were the only 
two people, besides themselves, who were at Worldwide the ~ay of the explosion. They said that no one had been smok
ing on the premises except inside the office. They alsO 
mentioned that earlier in the day Rowe had been mowing the 
lawn along the southern perimeter of the company property. 
They were planning to move a couple of storage trailers to 
that area because they were anticipating the arrival of more 

trailer loads of fireworks 0 

Rowe 'and Johnson hypothesized that the explosion started 
in the trailer where Worldwide stored rockets. The whining 
noise before the explosion sounded to them like rockets 
igniting. As they ran from the property they ,noticed that 
the explosions were coming from the area where that trailer 

had been parked. 
Detective Borgeson was not able to interview patricia 

Van schoick or Robert Scaman the day of the explosion. HoW
ever, he did speak with Thomas scaman. scaman told Borgeson 
that he had driven to Worldwide from his home in Missouri 
to purchase fireworks for his two stands there. His brother, 
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the explosions at the Worldwide Fireworks Company. Simpson 
and Lester Glynn, an explosives inspector, examined the site 
of the explosions on June la, 1973. 

Simpson conferred with the following investigative per
sonnel at the site: Ken Swanson and Hike Nason of the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, United States Trea'sury 
Department; Glenn· Peterson, McHenry Fire Chief; and Edward 
Driscoll, Deputy State Fire Marshal. He also interviewed 
Michael Rowe an employee of Worldwide; Robert Seaman, a 
customer present at the time of the explosion; Martin Stoffel, 
a nearby resident; and William Lange, a visitor at the home 
of Albert Jasin, another n~arby resident. 

Based on these interviews, Simpson reported that four 
people were inside the plant the day of the explosion. They 
were: Thomas and Robert Seaman, customers; Michael Rowe, 
the plant manager; and Kurt Johnson, a Worldwide employee. 
Thomas and Robert Seaman had been at Worldwide for approxi
mately three hours selecting fireworks before the explosion 
occurred. During this time Michael Rowe had been mowing the 
lawn in the east section of the plant to prepare the sec
tion to move in more trailers. Kurt Johnson was assisting 
the Seamans select fireworks. After the Seamans had selected 
all of their fireworks, all of the men, including Rowe, 
returned to the plant office. 

While in the offi~e, all of the men heard a whistling 
noise and then an exp.losion, according to Simpson I s report:. 
All of the men fled from the office as several more explosions 
were touched off. Simpson reported that Robert Seaman 
suffered a broken arm and leg while fleeing the scene. 
Thomas Scaman, Kurt Johnson and Michael Rowe suffered from 
smoke inhalation. Also, Mrs. Patricia Van Schoick and her 
two children, who were in their home at the time, were 
treated for smoke inhalation. 

Simpson reported that residences adjacent to the fire
works plant suffered extensive structural and window damage. 
Windows in the city of McHenry were" also damaged. 

Simpson was unable to determine the cause of the. initial 
explosion. However, he stated that the "multiple explosions 
were due to trailers containing fireworks parked clo~e to 
one another." Worldwide was licensed by the Depar'tment of 
Mines and Minerals for storage of fireworks in five trailers. 
The company had 12 trailers full of fireworks. 

On June 12, 1973, Simpson drafted a letter to Robert 
Van Schoick, President of Worldwide Fireworks Company ad-
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vising him that h' 
1738, 1739 1740 ~s explosives storage I' 
that he wa~ revok~,and 1741) were revoked~cense (nUmbers 1737 
'II . ~ng the l' . Simpso ' ~ egally stored the f' ~censes because n eXPlained 

~reworks. Van Schoick had 

4. Investigation by th 
State Fire Marshal e 

It is app Dort f ,arent, based on ' 
~ s 0 var~ous ~nformation gleaned 
at Worldwid ~overnmental agenc' from re-
office. Ho:e~:: ~nves~ig~ted,by th~e~ta~hat,the explosion 
locate any offi ~ iomm~ss~on ~nVes£igat e F~re Marshal's 
the Fire Mars c~a report of the inci ors ~ere unable to 
Worldwide Fir~~;· The only official d~~~t ~n the files of 
Deputy State Fir!k~ Company involve inspe~~~ts concerning 

arshal prior to th ~o~s made by a 
o e eXPlos~on 

, n April 14 1972 . 
~nspected the W' "Deputy Fire Marsh 
violations. onO~ld~fde Fireworks companyal ~dward Driscoll 
May sent a re' pr~ 24, 1972, State F' an found several 
ing the fOllo~fst:red letter to Robert ~revMarshal,Robert E. 

ng. . an Scho~ck order-
1. Each unit must h 

to the outside :ve two means of egress 
shall Open in thee~?te f70m each other.' ~~~~~tlY 
be equipped with ~7ect~on of exit travel and 

pan~c hardware. 
2. At least 36 inch ' 

in each un;t. a~sles shall be ' .... ma~ntained 

3. Install at least th 
type fire extingUishree pressurized water ers. . 

4. Obtain certificate of ' 
D7partment of Law E f reg~stration from 
w~th Fireworks Regu~at07cement in accordance 

. . ~on Act. 
May d' th' ~rected Van S h ' 

~rty days. -. c o~ck to comply , 
w~th the order within 

There is n 
Marshal' , 0 record tha t an f" 
later. ~no§~~e reinspected th~ ~o!;~~al fr?m the Fire 
company was a ,7',1973, two days beforY unt~l OVer a year 
mitted b D ga~n 7nspected. The su e the exp~osion, 'the 
that worrdw~~~tK ~~re Marshal DonaldPile~e~f~ry order sub-
orders. The a not complied with • 0 ~nger indicates 

. company plant exploded tanYdOf the previous 
wo ays later. 
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".",.,.,.,...,..,.,......,.-......."...---.,..""....".~-~--"-._ h-'. --=-==..:.::::::::::::.;;.:::;---
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Interviews ~on~ucted 
by the comm~ss~on , d 

, t' ators interV~ewe 
In July, 1973, comm~ssi~e~~~~~d~lde expl~sion·d ~~~an 

L scaman concern~ng f the explos~on an. 
Robert . t at worldwide the day,o from the scene. 
was presen arm while flee~ng 
suffered a broken hA never had any 

the investigators that ~of the accident. 
scaman t~~~ fireworks before the,~aYwith his brother, 

involvement W~ h d gone to Worldw~ e 
He claimed that,h~t ~o keep him company. 
Thomas Scaman, JU h~s brother 

, 'tors that ~ 
caman told the ~nve~t~ga during the 4th of 

Robert S, stanton, Missour~, and ated fireworks 
owned a farm ~n Thomas scaman oper , Thomas 
July f irewor~~ s s~~~~ The day of the ~~{~~o~t~~~orks for 
stands near: to worldwide to pure a 
scaman had dr~ven 
his stands. s scaman stopped o~f 

going to worldwide, Th~~~ Robert drove w~th , 
Before 'house in Naperv~ e., here at approx~-

at Robert Scaman slant and they arr~ved t e met at the 
him to the fireworksR;bert scaman said they wer Johnson told 
mately l2:00f~~~~~rks company by Kurt ~~~~sonHe did and 
gate of the ~ t the cigar he was smo ~t ·the office and 
Robert to put ou his pickuP truck over 0 
Thomas then drove 
parked it. Kurt Johnson that he 

" to Robert, told , rks to take 
Thomas, accord~nfruck load of Class C f~re:Owere about 

wanted to,purch~s~i~h him. Robert thought i~~~ one side of 
back to M~ss~ur~ailers parked in two roWS ~s an office, and 
14 to 20 sem~-tr bile house trailer used two car"garages 
the compou~~d,agm~hat appeared like thre~he property waS 
a large b~~ ~nThe only other person on mowing the grass 
side by s~ e. the plant manager, who was 
Michael Rowe, 
near the fence. t the trailers 

d the scamans walked over kOd their way down 
Johnso~ an ks for Tom. As they wor evans, then both 

to select f~rew~~ rs Johnson unlocked tlhe t their fireworks 
the rows of tra~ e ~n climbed in to se ec 
Johnson and Tom Scam 
order. , om a broken leg so he . 

S aman was recover~ng fr he observed that the 
Robert c . t However, d th t 

could not help the other l~~ded with fireworks an a 
trailers were ,completelY cluttered with boxes. 

f t he a~sles were some 0 
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After selecting the fireworks that he wanted, Thomas 
Scaman drove his pickup truck over to the trailers where he 
and Johnson loaded the boxes, which they had stacked at the 
end of the vans, into the truck. Rather than locking all of 
the trailers again, however, Johnson left about six or eight 
of them open, according to Robert Scaman. Robert asked 
Johnson why he didn't lock them up again, and Johnson replied 
that it was to air them out. 

The three men then drove over to the large garage-like 
building to pick up the launching sticks for sky rockets. 
Johnson and the Scamans entered the building and Johnson 
mentioned that some of the fireworks stored there belonged 
to Acme Specialties Company. Johnson located the sticks and 
placed them in Scaman's truck. Robert said that the truck 
was now completely filled with fireworks. 

By this 'time, Michael Rowe had stopped mowing the grass 
and had joined them by the large building. All four then 
walked back to the office to tabulate the bill. Robert said 
that all four had been in the office for about ten to fifteen 
minutes when they heard a loud hissing sound. Without saying 
a word, th~y all began to run. 

Robert could not move very fast, however, because he was 
on crutches. He just got to the doorway when the first ex
plosion occurred, knocking him on his face. He said that he 
broke-his arm in the fall. He got up and started to hobble 
away when a second explosion knocked him down again. Finally, 
his brother returned and helped him out through a window. 
All other exits were blocked by debris or flames. 

Once the Scamans were out of the building, Johnson re
turned to help Robert Scaman to safety. By this time, 
policemen and firemen were on the scene, but they were on 
the other side of the property and did not, at first, see the 
four men. Eventually, the police spotted them, called an 
ambulance, and took them to the hospital. Robert Scaman was 
admitted to the hospital and remained there for six days. 
The other three men were treated and released. 

Robert Scaman was unable to offer any explanation about 
the cause of the explosion, except possibly that the heat 
had caused it. Scaman said the temperature was in the 90's 
that day and he assumed that it must have been much hotter 
in the trailers. He claimed that no one had been smoking 
on the property while he was there, that no one had started 
any fires, and that no one had shot off any fireworks. 
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In August, 1973, C~mmission investigators interviewed 
Kurt Johnson about the Worldwide explosion. Johnson's 
version of the order of events the day of the explosion 
conformed closely to that of Robert Scaman. However, 
Johnson said that the trailers where the fireworks were 
stored were in two lines, six in each line. The trailers 
according to Johnson, were in poor condition and were approx
imately 20 to 50 feet apart. 

Johnson also said that about an hour before the explo
sion there had been some fireworks set off. Michael Rowe 
demonstrated three different kinds of Brazilian foggottes 
to the Scaman brothers. Johnson did not believe that this 
was the cause of the explosion. The fireworks were set off 
over 100 feet from the trailers, all of the trailer doors 
were closed, and the wind was blowing in a direction away 
from the trailers. 

In Johnson's opinion, the explosion was caused by spon
taneous combustion. He said that many of the Brazilian 
fireworks stored in the trailers were made with potassium 
chlorate which, if they become damp and then subjected to 
heat, are very susceptible to spontaneous combustion. 

In August, 1973, Co~~ission investigators also inter
viewed Thomas Seaman 'at his home in Stanton, Missouri con
cerning the explosion at Worldwide. Tom Scaman's story 
was essentially the same as his brother's. Thomas said, how
ever, that they arrived at Worldwide between Gne and two 
o'clock. He did not remember Johnson leaving any of the doors 
of the trailers open. 

In September, 1973, a Commission investigator interviewed 
Patrick Moriarty, President of the American Pyrotechnics 
Association, at his offices in Anaheim, California. Moriarty 
told the investigator that he had been in the fireworks busi
ness for over 20 years and that he was well acquainted with 
Louis P. Landerman, Lawrence A. Callen, and Robert H. Van 
Schoick, the owners of Worldwide Fireworks Company. 

Moriarty told the investigator that he had warned Callen 
and Lahderman that Worldwide was going to explode two weeks 
before it happened. Moriarty explained that Robert Van 
Schoick had been seve~~ly injured in a fireworks accident 
in Corpus Christi, Texas in April, 1973. Landerman and Callen 
did not think Van Schoick was going to survive so they con
tacted Moriarty about the possibility of selling Worldwide 
Fireworks Company to him. Moriarty sent one of his repre
sentatives in Ohio to examine the company about two weeks 
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before the explo ' 
s~on. 

This represent t' 
condition of th ,a ~ve reported back t ' 
storage offire=o!~reworks combined ~ithot~~r~arty. that the 
dangerous situations at Worldwide, created a method of 
there would be . The representativ n,extremely 
that to minimizant~XPlosion at Worldwid: pred~cted that 
fireworks shoUl~ bee dama~e the trailers ~~~~ ~h~rtly and 

spread out all a~n~ng the 
, over the propert 

Moriarty then cal' . y. 
the warning of h' led Landerman and C 1 
would be "co ,~~ representative He a len and relayed 
about their ~~tt~ng sUicide" if they d~~ld them that they 
action was t:k~~a~~ ~~Ciliti7S. 'Moriar~y ~~Iddo something 
COmpany exploded. ~s warn~ng and two weeks l!~:; ~~e 

, Robert Van Schoi k 
~nvestigator but c - ~"as also interviewed 
of the eXPlo~ion was una?le to shed an I' by a Commission 
was in the hos -, t V~n Schoick, at the ri ~ght on the cause 
i~juries he sui~e;;d~n ~orpus Christi, Te~:sOf the e~plosion, 
t~on on April 26 197~h~le putting on a fire re~over~ng from 
ousness of his ,', ,. Van Schoick be wor s demonstra_ 
accident until ~nJur~es, was not eve~ i ~ause of the seri-

several weeks aft ' n ormed of the 
er ~t occurred. 

S7veral people whos ' 

E~~lF~!~~Ft~~:~~~;a~~~::ni::!~:~:oaf:t!~~f!:~dn~;ra 
~he eXPlosf~~ ~~dha~c~enry S~id she~!!h~o~:s~~ o~ 4024 
lasts. She said th een knocked off her f e ay of 

t~o seconds a ar ere were, four separat eet b~ the 
f~reworks com~ant. Mrs. Jas~nfs home is ~o~Xflos~ons about 
her home, rippedY~ t The explosions loosened theet from the 
her house and ,u some of the bricks e walls of 
sion was ~catte~:~seflthe ceiling. Debr~~ ihe e,~terior of 
of a trailer ,a OVer her yard rom the explo-

~f~!o:~Yt~!S~~~S~~~~1:: ~~OW~~f~d:~~;~~!~Et~f;g~o~~~;~~~s, 
e. ere plaY~ng out-

Mr. RObert G P 
~~~e~~Y'a;~linois·sa~~e~=eea~ft~~t~ Mc~ullom Lak~ Road, 
he hear~ a fre at the time of the e~ ~~s,small herd of cows 
explosion. ~~~e~rack,like a rifle sgotS~~~i Petersen said 
get his movie camsen ~mmediately ran back t o~7d by a large 
mately 15 m' era. He returned t 0 ~s house to 
explosions. ~n~~:sf~late7 a~d began tak~n~h;i~~ene approxi-

~ m ~s ~n the Comm' , ures of the 
~ss~on files. 
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Petersen said that his house, located 800 feet from the 
firewo+,ks company, was not too severely damaged. Only the 
windows were broken out. However, the walls of a cement 
block building next to his house that he uses as a repair 
shop were pushed out several inches. 

f.'lartin stoffel of 4018 I-.1cCullom Lake Road, McHenry, 
Illinois was not at home at the time of the explosion. Stoffel 
told a commission investigator that his home was so severely 
damaged that he and his wife were unable to occupy it. 

Glenn E. Peterson, Fire Chief of McHenry, was interviewed 
by a commission investigator in August,1973. Peterson told 
the investigator that he had worked for worldwide from 1971 
to 1972 and that he frequently visited Robert Van Schoick 
even after he stopped working for him. He also said that he 
had received a copy of the state Fire Marshal's order to 
Robert Van Schoick dated April 24, 1972, and that he had ac
companied an official from the State Fire Marshal's office on 
an inspection of the worldwide Firev~orks company t\vO days 
prior to the explosion. Peterson could offer no explanation 
as to why the company was allowed to remain in operation 
even though it was in violation of the Fire Marshal'S codes.' 

Peterson told the investigator that he thought the eX
plosion was caused by spontaneous combustion. He said that 
most of the fireworks at worldwide had been manufactured in 
Brazil and that if they became damp they became unstable. 
He said that as long as four weeks after the explosion, 
fireworks that had been scattered allover the surrounding 
fields by the June 9th explosion would explode at various 
times, of the day spontaneously; They would especially notice 
thes~.explosions after a rainfall or heavy dew. 

, In October, 1973, Donald C. Simpson and Lester W. Glynn 
o:E the Illinois Departemnt of Mines and r~inerals were inter
viewed in conuniss ion offices. Simpson said t..l1at he personallY 
inspected the site of the Worldwide Fireworks company explo
sion and that he revoked the company's explosives storage 
licenses because the fireworks had been stored illegally. 
Simpson said that Lester Glynn had originallY approved the 

licenses for the company. 
Glynn explained that when he originally inspected World

wide, he did not approve any explosives storage at the company. 
He said that at the time Worldwide was storing fireworks in 
a large garage-like building that was not appropriate for 
explosives storage. Glynn told Robert Van Schoick to pur- , 
chase semi-trailers to store the fireworks. 
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On March 19 1973 ~ound that the fireworksG!~~~ ~~ins~e~ted.the company and 
e:e~PP~~yVed explosives storage i~r:lll~,flve s~mi-trailers. 

, nn approved stora lve trallers Ho 
. four o~ the trailers, and ~~OOf 300 p~unds of eXPlo~iveswi 

Glynn lnspected the comp pounds In one. At the t' n 
stored in two of the t ~nlY' 50 pounds of fireworks lme 
and 40 ral ers 60 ' were pounds in the fifth tr~il ln another, 75 in a fourth era ' 

Glynn and ·Simpso ' 
issued, Van Schoick h~u~:~d,that after the 
and loaded all of th > ' ln,several more em wlth flreworks. 

licenses were 
unlicensed trailers 

6. Conclusions 

The Worldwide Fir~works Com caus~d by spontaneous cOmbustionpan~ explosion was apparently 
magnltude of the explosion w s . owever, the severity and 
o~ners of the company and fa'lcaused by negligence of the 
~lre Marshal to take ~orrect~~ uret~n the part of the State 

used to comply with a governm:n~co~~~r~hen the company re- , 

An excessive amount f ' too close to on 0 flreworks were st ' ~~~;a!~~dh:r~Zi~i:~oi~~~W~~k~h~hl~~ntwh~~mis~~~edT~~ :~:ti:~: 
a , are susceptible to' su ]ected to damp-spontaneous combustio n. 

. 
This company had tration from the statene~er obtained a Certificate of ' 

ness since March 30 19~~re Marshal although it was inR~~~~= 
;~~c~1~~to~~e~~~i~h!4, 1972,T~~dM~~~~1~:f~~~i~~oin~~ected 
Marshal's office' company to correct. The St t

a 
l~ns 

Jul 7 lnspected the p .a e Flre 
T Yd' 1,973, and many of th h remlses a second' time on 

wo ays later th I e azards were still 
never initiated e p ant. exploded. The state F' uncorrected. 
tion. prosecutl0n for failure t 7

re 
Marshal o obtaln registra-
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taneous combustion when exposed to summer heat and dampness. 
;0 • I' • 

Landerman and Callen ~gnored the warn~ng. 
McHenry Fire Chief Glenn E. Peterson, a frequent visitor 

to the plant and a former part time employee of the company, 
was aware of the order issued by the state Fire Marshal cit
ing unsafe conditions. As a Deputy Fire Marshal, he should 
have persuaded the plant owners to comply with the Fire Marshal's 
order; and he should have reported the non-compliance to the 

Fire Marshal's Office. 

C. The Melrose Display Fireworks 
Company Explosion 

1. Introduction 
On March 6, 1972, The Melrose Display Fireworks company 

manufacturing plant was devastated by a series of five eX
plosions and fire, over a ten minute period, in which the 
following three employees were killed: 

Marty Olsen, 18, 15602 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois 
Richard Serafin, 33, 418 state, Ca.lumet city, Illinois 
Robert Trindal, 26, 2812 l38th Place, Chicago, Illinois 

Olsen had been employed at the plant for six months; 
Serafin had worked intermittentlY over a period of six years, 
and it had been Trindal'S first and last day on the job. Olsen's 
body was found the day of the explosion. Serafin was identi
fied from the fingerprints of a severed hand found two days 
after the explosion. Neither his body nor any of his other 
remains were ever found during a three day search. No trace 
of Trindal's body was ever found. 

The impact 0:1: the,explosions was so fierce that 17 of 
the plant's 19 buildings were totally destroyed, as well as 
12 automobiles and two trucks. unidentifiable human remains, 
presumably from victims Serafin and Trindal, were scattered 

over the blast area. 
Miraculously, two magazine buildings containing 12,600 

pounds of explosives, were undamaged. It was never estab
lished just hoW many pounds of fireworks were destroyed in 
the explosions but the impact was such that it must have 

been enormous. 
Sixteen persons were in;ured from the explosions and 

fire: 12 of the 28 employees, one person who was driving 
his automobile outside the plant premises, an independent 
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carpenter, and two police ,.officers who were called to the 
scene after the first of five explosions occurred. The in
jury victims were: 

Employees: 

1. Mary Oesterle, 18, 9200 West 180th, Tinley Park 
2. Darlene Panek, 14145 South Lavergne, Midlothian 
3, Sharon Williams, (age and address unknown) 
4. Dorothy Anderson, 45, 15400 Wilcox, Orland Park 
5. Frances Vanlandingham, 23, 167th & 108th Streets, 

Orland Park 
'6. Roberta Senecal, 10012 South 87th Avenue, 

Palos Hills 
7. Ignatius Montalto, 633 West 25th Place, Chicago 
8. Annabel~e T. Conway, 10831 West 166th, 

Orland Park 
9. Charlene A. Olsen, 17, 15602 South Wolf Road, 

Orland Park 
10. Roxanne Poulter, 20, 23 Nebraska, Frankfort 
11. Pamela Munro, 16, 16500 South Wolf Road, 

Orland Park 
12. Irene Haycraft, 167th & Wabash" Midlothian 

Passerby~ 

13. Leonard Baumann, 16810 South 92nd Avenue, 
West Haven 

Carpenter: 

14. Robert Laczynski, 30, 6109 Spring Side Avenue, 
Downer§l Grove 

Policemen: 

15. Joseph Ordonez, 30, Orland Park Police 
Department, residing at 14415 South Jeffer
son, Orland Park 

16. Michael Gregczyk, 24, West Haven Police 
Department, residing at 7502 Oak Grove, 
Orland Park 

The first of the five explosions probably occurred in 
the building where the late Richard Serafin and Robert Trindal 
had been engaged in mixing explosive powders used in the 
maqufacturing of firewbrks. 
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, , State Fire osions the Il11no1s e That of-
The day ~f the,e~i~rs to the disaster s~~~e;orks company 

Marshal sent '~V~~;'~e first time ~a~ ~~~ never obtained t 
fice discovere , ~r 16 years" u , of law. Xn fac , 
had be~n,in ,ope~a~~~~stratio~, in V101~~~0~nspected the plant 
a Cert1f1ca~e 0 hal's off1ce had ne f its existence. the State F1re Mars before been aware 0 

" 't had never f th 
cla1m1ng 1 entatives 0 e 

losion, repres onducted an 
The day aftertt~~ ~~~es and Mine~aISd~!~~~red for the 

Illinois D7part~e~he scene. It was t ~~t department ~ad investigatlo~ ~ lawful licenses fro~ t Representat1ves 
first time tb~ 'ned to store eXPlos1V~S~nt's Alcohol, Tobacco 
never been ~t ~'States Treas~ry D7pa~ ~ the presence ,of exfrom the Un1 e, , ion also inyest1ga e d Firearms D1V1S 

a~Osives' at the plant. d Health Admini-
p I Safety an, h s occupationa, , at10n of t e The United Stat~ d an intensive lnvest1it of this ex-
stration ~lso cO~~~~w~rks Company, as ~h~~~uT. Cartol~o, 45, 
Melrose D1splay of the company, An bsequently c1ted plosion. T~e own7r Orland Park, was su 
13941 Citat10n,Dr~r~il violations. 

for many federal , Orland Park plant, 

des~ruction of h1s former Carpenters-
Following ther th; operation of the business under the Cartolano took ove at Huntley, d01ng 

ville Fireworks comp;~~eworks Display Company. 
n~e of New Melrose "lIe Fireworks 

'" f the Carpentersv1 ) "-'(-F ..... a discussion 0 , D of this chapter. o~ , see Sect10n Company explos10n, 

, b Cook County Investigat10n, y 
2. Sheriff's Off1ce 

'ff's Police, re-Cook County Sher7 Fireworks Dpputy Nieman of ~~~ at the Melrose D1~p~aY1972. He 
orted-that the eXPI~~ut 2:00 p.m. on Ma~Cuarters. A few 

gompany occurred ~~le in Division Two,he~ fhat the fireworks heard the blast w ~io report was rece1ve 
minutes later a ra 1 had' e'{ploded. 

' Orland Par( . h cene 
plant 1n Arriving at t e s . 

ded to the call. to the fires and ex-
Nieman responnter the property dU~'~eofficials for he was unable to e 'ted with other po 1_ 

plosions. Nieman wa.1 ht nder control. 
the fires to be broug u 
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After the area had been rendered safe by the fire 
fighters, Nieman and his Police COlleagues began cOmbing the 
area. While inspeCting the site, Nieman located and inter
viewed Anthony T. Cartolano, the owner of the plant. He told 

'Nieman that at about 2:00 p.m. he Was working in the main 
bUilding when he heard a small explosion. He and several 
employees ran out of the bUilding and observed one of the 
small bUildings at the West end of the plant in flames, 
EverYone begaR running away from the area as other explosions occurred. 

A total of 28 emplOyees were in the plant at the time 
of the explosion. The fallowing persons were injured and 
taken to South Suburban Hospital: Mary Oesterle, Orland Park 
Policeman Joseph Ordonez, Darlene Panek, Sharon Williams, 
Dorothy Anderson, West Haven Policeman Michael Gregczyk, 
Frances Vanlandingham, taken to Oak Forest HOSpital were: 
RObert Laczynski, Roberta Senecal, Ignatius Montalto, 
Annabelle T. Conway, taken to Silver Cross HOSPital were: 
Charlene Olsen, ROxanne POUlter, and Pamela Munro. 

Nieman reported that Marty Olsen from Orland Park, 
Richard Serafin from Calumet City, and Robert Trindal from Chicago Were missing. 

One person later identified as Marty Olsen, Was found 
among the rubble of the Plant, and Was taken to Oak Forest, 
HOSpital Where Dr. Giacobe pronounced him dead at 4:30 p.m. 

Nieman reported that there were 12 cars, two trUcks and 
17 buildings destroyed by the explosions and fire. Only two bUildings remained standing. 

Officers Sirbutz and Rochewicz of the COok County 
Sheriff's Police arrived at the Melrose DiSPlay Fireworks 
Company shortly after the initial explosions. They aSSisted 
other officers at the scene and later on drove to South 
Suburban Hospital to interView Orland Park Policeman JOseph 
Ordonez who was injured in the explOsion. 

Ordonez told the officers that he had been driVing south 
on Route 4S near l45th Street when he heard an explosion, 
He drove to the MelrOse DiSPlay Fireworks Company, entering 
the property through a driveway on the west side of 104th 
Avenue. A West Haven and a Tinley Park Police squad car followed Ordonez into the plant. 

Ordonez said fhat he Could see no one at the plant be
cause the smOke Was too thick, but he heard people screaming. 
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ordonez tried 
, j ere touched off. . b the Tinley 

ore explosLons w, ath was blocked Y -Turn. 

~~d~~~~~ ~rom th~ ~~:adri~~~ ~tte~p~e~ot~u~a~~ ~h~,we~t H~:en 
Park squad car a his car and trLe ez into a dLtc. _ 
Ordonez got o~ ~;plosion knoCkedq~~~O~ar, but anoth~~ ~~s 
police ~ar. eturn to his own St thing he remembere 
then trLed to r him out. The,nex 
plosion knocker~ed to the hospLtal. . 'tted a 
b ' g transpo , lso submL 

eLn 'ff's polLce a t'fied by 
sgt. Eric~son of ~~el~~1~~. Eric~sonr:~~r~~n~ to Divi-

report concernLng ~~~n a~ 2:10 p:m. WhL~: immediate;lY drove 
dio of the explo 'n his" vehLcle • t approxLmatelY, f 

~~on Two headquarters a~y arriving therel:nd Park Fire ChLe 
t~ the firewo~ks com~as instructed bYt~ rized personnel 
2:20 p.m. ErLckb~o~kS to prevent unau .0 

t up road 0 
~~o~e approaching the scene. control and the area 
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tanks, the following day. Also on March 7, 1972, the 
Sheriff's Police received a call from Leonard Baumann, 16810 
South 92nd Avenue, West Haven. Hr. Baumann t.old the officer 
at the desk that at the time of the explosion at the fire
·works company he was driving north on 104th Avenue, at l60th. 
Baumann said the explosion knocked out the windshield of his 
car, and caved in his roof. Baumann received a bruise on his 
head and a laceration on his leg. He told the officer that 
he was taken by ambulance to the South Suburban Hospital. 

On March 8, 1972, according to a report by Sgt. Scrugg 
of the Cook County Sheriff's Police, ,the entire plant area 
was searched for unexploded fireworks. Numerous unexploded 
shells and one C.N. gas grenade were discovered. Also found 
was a human arm, later identified as part of Richard Serafin, 
whose other remains were not found. 

Shortly after the area had been searched, Anthony 
Cartolano arrived to remove the contents of the remaining 
magazine. Sgt. Scrugg reported that the magazine contained 
black powder, coloring mixes, star glitter, star dust, stron
tium carbonate, rosin, postassium chlorate, pyrotechnic grade 
aluminum, and sodium oxalate. Sgt. Scrllgg and Agent Kenneth 
Swanson from the Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms Division of 
the United States Treasury Department took samples of all of 
the contents. Swanson ordered all of the materials impounded. 

Cartolano transferred the explosives to the Carpenters
ville Fireworks Company in Huntley. All of the unexploded 
shells found in the search by the investigators were trans
ported to, and stored in, the Material Service Corporation 
magazine in Thornton, Illinois. 

On March 9, 1972, Officers Camden and Grigg of the 
Sheriff's Department interviewed Karen Oaks, 14418 Highland, 
Orland Park, and Anthony Cartolano. Oaks said that the 
women employee$ were in the dining room"at the time of the 
explosion. She told the police officers that after the first 
explosion all of the people in the dining room ran out the 
door and toward the main gate to safety. She said that she 
did not notice anything unusual during the day, and she had 
no idea what caused the explosion. 

Cartolano told the officers that the sixteen women work
ing that day were on their break in the dining room at the 
time of the explosion. He said that Marty Olsen was working 
in shack number six and that Richard Serafin and Robe-rt 
Trindal, were in shack number seven. 
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cartolano and three,other male employeeS were working in 
building number one. The carpenter, Robert LacZynski, was 
working on a door in shack number five. carto

lano 
said that 

before LacZynski started working on the building, all of the 

contents had been removed. 
cartol

ano 
told the investigators that while he Was·

work
-

ing in building number one he heard an explosion. Before 
he could get to the door he heard another explosion, about 
two or three seconds after the first. He looked out and saw 
that buildings numbered six and seven had been completelY 
leveled. Fire was burning around shack number four where 

aeria~ bombs were stored. 
He then saw the employees running to the main gate. 

Cartol
ano 

ran into the dining room to make sure everyone got 
out, and then ran to safety himself. About five minutes 
later another large explosion occurred. carto

lano 
told the 

investigatorS that he had no idea what caused the initial 

explosion. 

3. coroner's Inquest 

The coroner's inquest into the deaths of Martin Olsen 
and Richard L. serafin wa; held on April 12, 1972. Only twO 
people testified at the inquest, Investigator John camden of 
the Cook county Sheriff's Department and plant owner, Anthony 

Camden testified that he waS ·unable to determine the 
cause of the explosion. He said that Martin Olsen had been 
working in building number six at the time of the explosion 
and that he had been pronounced dead at 4:40 p.m., March 6, 
1972, at Oak Forest Hospital by Dr. Giacobe. He also re
ported that Richard Serafin had been working in building 
number seven at the time of the explosion. serafin'S arm 
was recovered on March 8, 1972, and identified bY finger
prints. Serafin waS pronounced dead at 5.00 p.m., March 9, 

Cartolano . 

1972, at st. James Hospital by Dr. Green. 

~amden stated that Robert Trindal had been working with 
Serafin. in building number seven, but the police could find 

no trace of his body. 
Anthony Cartolano testified that he had been in the 

fireworks business since 1955 and at the orland park lo
cation s~ce 1956. Cartolano said his plant had been in
spected by the orland Park Fire Department in April, 1971, 
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been Trindal's f. eadlly for about six out SlX years 1rst day on the job. months, and it h~d 

Cartolano ex I ' gram to teach ,P a1ned that he had 
new employees ~~:rem~loyees the prope~Op~~gu~ar training pro-
experienced worker~~ on the job by WOrkingcew~trhes. Rather

r 
the more 

The Coroner' J to have been's ury found the d ~::~ of Trin~~~l~~~~:lhe ~hed jury ~:=h~n~~l;e~~fin a~d Olsen . a not yet been off .. conslder the 1c1ally declared 

4. Investigation b 
Fire Marshal'y Oft~e State s f1ce 

TwO hours aft Dalluge, Sutton e~ the explosion ' office arrived' an Bugner from thel~vestig~tors Webber, 
investi t at the Melrose D· tate Flre Marshal's 
buildin~aS~~so~e~orted that thel!~~~~sr~~e~~rks Co~pany. The 

~~~l~~~~: ~!m=~e :;~~~Si~~~ev;~~ ;~e~r~OUl~ ~~~e~e~~r!~~~er 
~~s~red for $45n~~Os~anding at the ~lantsta~~d that only two 
.lllty insuran ' or the buildin s b· e company was 
lnsurance. ceo Cartolano did ca

g
, ut there was no lia-rry workmen's compensation 
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On March 17, 1972, ~fter further investigation of the 
site and interviews of witnesses, Deputy State Fire Marshal 
Sutton reported that the initial explosion at the fireworks 
company probably occurred in building number seven. Sutton 
could not determine the cause of the explosion, but found no 
evidence of arson. 

5. Investigation by the Illinois 
Department of Mines and Minerals 

Donald C. Simpson, Explosives Administrator for the 
Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals, investigated the 
explosion at the Melrose Display Fireworks Company. He re
ported that none of the magazines used to store explosives at 
the company had been licensed by the Department of Mines and 
Minerals as required by law. However, he reported that this 
failure to license the magazines did not contribute to the 
explosion. Indeed, the storage magazines were the only two 
buildings that survived the devastation. The contents of 
the magazines, 12,600 pounds of explosives, were not damaged. 

Simpson reported that approximately five explosions 
occurring over a period of 10 to 12 minutes totally des
troyed 17 of the 19 buildings at the plant. In Simpson's 
opinion, seven of the buildings exploded, and the remaining 
10 were burned and razed by the explosions in the other 
buildings. 

Simpson was unable to determine the cause of the initial 
explosion but stated that the first b,last. occurred in build
ing 'seven. 

6. Interviews by Commission Investigators 

In October, 1973, a Commission investigator interviewed 
Tylene Olsen Vick and Charlene Ann Olsen, sisters of Martin 
Olsen and former employees of the Me,lrose Display Fireworks 
Company. They told the investigator that at the time of the 
explosion they were in the main building together with other 
female employees taking a coffee. break. A few minutes after 
2:00 p.m., they heard the first explosion. This explosion 
did not do too much damage to the building. A second larger 
explosion a few seconds later, however, broke out all of the 
windows and caused the roof to start caving in. 

Most of the employees were trying to escape from the 
building and the area. Within minutes they heard several 
other blasts but could not remember just how many. The two 
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7. Conclusions 

'The Commission believes that the, first explosion at the 
Melrose Display Fireworks Company occurred in building number 
six where Martin Olsen was filling tubes of M-80 explosives, 
possibly as a result of a spark or friction igniting spilled 
powder on the floor. 

Regardless of the cause of this initial explosion, the 
major contributory cause of the disasterous series of ex
plosions was the fact that there was far too much pmvder 
being stored in the processing buildings where people were 
working. This conclusion is based on the fact that the two 
people who were working in the mixing shack were literally 
blown to pieces. One of these individuals, Robert Trindal, 
has not yet been officially declared dead because they could 
not find enough of his remains to identify. 

The Commission believes that Anthony Cartolano, the 
owner of the plant, "viTas grossly negligent by permitting such 
large quantities of explosives to be stored in these work 
areas. Cartolano also violated Illinois laws by failing to 
obtain a Certificate of Registration from the State Fire 
Marshal's office, failing to have his explosives magazines 
licensed by the Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals, 
and by operating his fireworks plant on property not zoned 
for such use. 

The State Fire Marshal must also share the blame for 
this tragic explosion. Had the Fire Marshal's office per
formed their inspectional duties, the explosion might possbily 
have been averted. The excuse given by officials of the State 
Fire Marshal's office for failing to perform these inspec
tional duties is that they were ignorant of the company's 
existence until the explosion occurred,; It is inconceivable 
that a fireworks company that covered several acres of land 
and which provided fireworks for scoreS of 4th of July fire
works demonstrations in the Chicago area, as well as for 
periodic demonstrations at White Sox Park, could go unnoticed 
by investigators of that office for sixteen years. 

D. The Carpentersville Fireworks 
Company Explosion 

1. Introduction 

On May 27, 1970, a fire and explosion caused three in
juries at the Carpentersville Fireworks Company in Huntley, 
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outside, remote from the present exit, in the work area 
room. Door shall open in the direction o:E exit travel 
and shall be at floor level. 

On August 18, 1970, Driscoll performed a reinspection and 
found that compliance had been made with all these items, ex
cept item three which was in the process of being corrected. 
The Commission could not locate any records to indicate that 
any further inspections were performed, nor is there any re
cord thai: indicates the company was ever inspected by the 
State Fire Marshal prior to the May, 1970, explosion. 

3. Interviews Conducted by Commission 

--""_~" In October, 1973, Kurt H. Johnson, 22, of 372 Bode Road, 
--'~-·H.Q.ffman Estates, Illinois was interviewed by a Commission 

agen·t_ concerning the May 27, 1970, explosion at the Carpen
tersvfl"l·e_.Fireworks Company. Johnson, who was 19 at the time 
of the explosJon, formerly worked at the Carpentersville 
Fireworks Cqmp'ahy.;, doing various odd jobs such as loading and 
unloading truckload'Er'o£ materials, constructing set work 
pieces, and preparing package displays. 

Johnson said that the initial fire began in a process
ing building as an employee was sweeping up a small pile of 
flammable powder, from one side of the building into the 
center of the floor. In order to sweep the other side of 
the building the employee moved a heavy metal drum, rolling 
it through the sweepings. The resulting friction ignited 
the powder and set the whole building aflame. The employee 
escaped unscathed and sounded the alarm to the other workers. 

All the employees cleared the area and the Fire Depart
ment was summoned. Before the Fire Department arrived, the 
fire spread to two other buildings. One of t:hem, which was 
loaded with black powder, exploded scattering burning debris 
over the entire plant area. No one was yet injured. 

When the firemen arrived, they quickly brought the major 
fire under control. But burning debris, scattered by the ex
plosions, littered the entire grounds. The firemen began 
clearing a path through the debris so a fire truck could 
penetrate de,eper into the company property. One fireman, 
according to Johnson, picked up a small drum of black powder 
and started to toss it from the path of the truck. Johnson, 
who said that l;}e believed the drum was marked "match dust," 
shouted at the fireman that the drum contained black ·powder. 
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E~ther the Hreman did not hear him" or he did not re
alize the significance of what Johnson ha<!l said, because he 
tossed the drum aside anyway. The toP of'the drUIt!, which was 
loosely attached, popped open when the drum hit the ground. 
some of the powder spilled Qut and the sparks littering the 
ground ignited the explosive. The explosion ,created ,a ball 
of flame approximatelY 25 feet in diameter, according to 
Johnson, and seriously burned him and two firemen. Johnson 
spent several weekS in the hospital recovering from the burns. 

Philip Freund the present Fire Chief of the Huntley 
Volunteer Fire Department, told a commission investigator in 
November, 1973, that he had been a member of the Fire Depart
ment and had helped fight the blaze at the carpentersville 
Fireworks Company in 1970. Freund said that the day of the 
explosion he was at work. He heard a loud blast, ran out
side, and saw a large mushroom cloud rising some distance 
away. He immediately knew the explosion had occurred at the 

fireworks company. 
Before the alarm had sounded, Freund and hiS brother, 

John, drove to the fire station to get ·the two pumpers. 
Philip drove one truck and his brother the other. In the 
meantime, the alarm had s~unded and other volunteers began 

to arrive. 
The Freunds were the first to arrive at the scene. Burn

ing debris was spread over two and one half acres. As the 
other volunteers began to arrive, they started wetting down 
the entire ar"a. There were no fireplugs near the fireworkS 
plant so the firemen had to use the water stored in the 
trucks. Before the fire was brought under control, one of 
the trucks had to be driven back into town to fill up with 

more rNa ter . 
After the larger fires had been extinguished, according 

to Philip Freund, the firemen tried to move deeper into the 
debris to put out more of the small fires. Several firemen 
began clearing paths through the debriS for the trucks. One 
of the firemen, Vernon Bruenchon, picked up a drum of black 
powder and was moving it out of the path of one truck. Some 
of the powder spilled, from the drum as Bruencho

n 
carried it. 

Glowing coals were scattered all over the ground. The 
powder ignited, causing the drum to explode. Bruench

on
, 

another volunteer fireman, David Oldham and Kurt Johnson 
were seriously burned. FortunatelY an ambulance had already 
been called to the scene and was standing by. All of the men 

were taken to the hospital. 
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about half full p cked up a drum of black edflre trucks. 
Bruenchon said th:~d began c~rrying it out~~ er, which was 
contained blac' at the tlme he did n the way. 
powder sPilledko~~w~~r, since it was notO!a~~~~,that the drum 
sparks scattered all the drum and was ignited I Some.of the 
Bruenchon tried t over the ground. U :y glowlng 
ploded. Bruencho~ th~OW the drum away f~~~ ~~eln6 th7 flash, 
several weeks in thanh Oldham were severely b m, ut lt ex-e osp1tal recovering. urned and spent 

4. Conclusions 

, The cause of the . , " l~gs,on the drum of ' 1nJur1es was either the' 11 an ty with f i h t' ola,?k powder, 'or the f i . lffi~roper. rnark-
The original g lng flres inVOlving h remen s unfarni
~ess on the P~:~s~fOf the fire, however~Z~~~Ous materials. 
ln the building wh the employee who was s g~oss careless
carelessness was ere,the fire broke out w;he~lng the floor poss1bly due to i . 1S employee's 

The . rnproper training. 

F1re Marshal' ~f' no record th ' . s o~ lce was ne I' 
plosion. Ha~\lt.ever i~spected the ~o~~=nt be~ause there is 
May 27 1970 n lnspectlon been so co d ny prlor to the ex-

, , may not have been so extn u~ted the damages on enS1ve. 

The Carpentersville Fireworks C ompany had never obtained 
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, 'from the State Fire 

the r~quired certif~~:~e~~~i~:g~:~~~t~~~tiated any pro
secu

-
Marshal's off~ce. , f Illinois law. 
tion for that violat~on 0 

The Bangs Lake park
d E. ~plosion at Waucon a 

1. Introduction suffered a tragic 
2709 pueblo, McHenry d as an 

Edward Bulger, 24, July 4, 1972, while empl~~~ting an 
'd ble death on ,. who was con 

and avo~ a H Van scho~cK, b ch at Bangs 
ass~stant to Robert. '1 Y on the ea d 

~ fireworks d~SP a also injure . 
Independence Day Eight persons were 
Lake Park in Wauconda. tially buried in th~ 

steel mortar tubes were pa~rious sizes were be~ng 
Fifteen Fireworks shells of v, ited by both Bulger 

park sand beach. ortar tubes and then ~gne ed up through and 
dropped into,t~e mwater in the sand h~dtS~i~g the shells. 
and Van Scho~c f the mortar tubes, mo~sde inside the tube, 
into the base 0 sed one shell to explo e d one-half feet 
This moisture cau, f t wide and one an 

ter f~ve ee 
leaving a cra in'ured. 
deep. No one was J t the catalytical 

uently established tha lode Instead of 
It was subseq d the shell to eXp h" k pro-· 

h water cause 11 Van SC o~c 
action of t e, '-tion of further s~,e s, later another shell 
sto~ping,t~eh~~n~isplaY. Twent¥ m7nut~~lger who was stand-
ceeded ~~t d it exploded, k~ll~~g, 'g eight other 
was ign~t.ed, anby firing area, and ~nJur~~hree feet wide 
ing in the near losion created a crater 
persons. The exp 
and two feet deep. I , from the official 

" unable to determ7ne or from per-
The comm~s~~ond w~~om the coroner'sf~nBquleg:;~S body that 
t 't exam~ne , tion 0 u th t rep or s ~ 'd the exact por f to assume a 

sons it intervl~~W~ages. However, it is s~u~e hit different 
absorbed fata a loded steel mortar . 
fragments ~_ro~ t~~d e~p mortally wounding h~m. 
portions ot h~s Y f as two and one 

1 sion fFl] 1 as ar Une}{-
Shrapnel from the exp ~he sit~"of the display. each dis-

half city blocks away ~ro~i~tered the site of the b 
ploded shells and debr~s 

Play. the premature eX-
d to blame - 1 

Van Schoick feebly atte~pt~nferior manufacture by t'le 
shells on the~r 1 from whom Van 

plosian of ~~~ Fireworks Company of Hunt ey 
Carpentersv~ e-
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Schoick had purchased them. When questioned by a Commission 
investigator he denied knowing that there was water in the 
steel mortar tubes. Yet, evidence received from official 
reports and through interviews of several witnesses estab-

.lished he was well aware of the water situation at the time 
of the July 4, 1972, fireworks display. 

Several pyrotechnics experts consulted by the Commission 
all agreed that the water inside the mortar tubes acted as 
a catalyst on the fireworks shell therein, causing it to 
explode. 

Van Schoick was the operator of the Worldwide Fireworks 
Company in McHenry, whose plant was devastated by fire and 
explosions on June 9, 1973, and details of which were pre
viously mentioned in Section B of this chapter. 

2. Investigation by the 
State Fire Marshal 

According to a report dated July 10, 1972, by arson 
investigator R~ger Sutton of the State Fire Marshal's office, 
a six-break shell exploded inside a four inch, heavy wall, 
rolled steel mortar tube at approximately 10:00 a.m. on 
July 4, 1972, during an independence day celebration. Shrap
nel from the blast killed Edward Bulger. The explosion also 
injured: Craig Steiner, 17, 506 Mineral Springs prive, 
McHenry; Philip H. Marquardt, 32, 1722 West Route 176, Crystal 
Lake; Dean Lisi, 6, 474 Oriole Terrace, Cary; Roger Henring, 
31, 22 Jonathon Road, Lake Zurich; Lawrence Lehnert, 9, Box 
375, Lake View Woodlands, Wauconda; Roger Hackl, 15, 410 South 
Barr Road, Wauconda; Lawrence Kapelke, 17, 302 East Liberty, 
Wauconda; and Walter G. Dale, 913 Ridge, Island Lake. 

During the course of Sutton's investigation, he inter
viewed; John Now, Wauconda Chief of Police; Walter G. Dale, 
a Wauconda fireman and Special Police Officer; Kenneth Potter, 
Mayor of Wauconda; Charles Buschick, Wauconda Park Commissioner; 
Robert Van Schoick, President of Worldwide Fireworks Company; 
and Kenneth McGill, Wauconda Fire Chief. Police Chief John 
Now had not been present at the time of the accident, but 
he told Arson Investigator Sutton that the display had been 
jointly sponsored by the Village of Wauconda and the Wauconda 
Park District. 

The sponsors had contracted Worldwide Fireworks Company, 
4004 McCullom Lake Road, McHenry, Illinois, to set off the 
display. The Company posted proof of $500,000 liability 
insurance carried by the Reserve Insurance Company and the 
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permit for the display was signed by Mayor Kenneth potter 

of wauconda. 
On July 5, 1972, Arson Investigator sutton, accompanied 

by Walter G. Dale, a Wauconda volunteer Fireman and Special 
police Officer, inspected the site ,of the explosion., Dale 
told sutton that the evening of the fourth, he and Officer 
Philip Marquardt of the Wauconda police Department had been 
assigned to water patrol in order to keep pleasure boats out 
of the firing area during the display. Aqcording to sutton, 
Dale reported that during the demonstration the aerial shells 
were not exploding high enough in the air, and burning debris 
was dropping back into the crowd. Dale's daughter, who was 
viewing the display in the spectator's area, was slightly 
burned on the face by a piece of the debris. 

After the show had been-underway for several minutes, 
Dale said that one of the aerial shells exploded inside the 
launching tube. No one was injured, but a brief intermission 
was called. During the intermission, Dale and Marquardt 
docked their boat at a pier about 300 feet from the display 
area to get a soft drink. While still on the dock the demon-

stration resumed. 
A few minutes later, another shell exploded inside the 

tube. The second explosion killed Edward Bulger and injured 
eight others including Dale and Marquardt. Dale was struck 
in the thumb by a piece of shrapnel and Marquardt was struck 
in the face. Both were knocked back into the water. 

sutton examined the site of the two explosions 'and found 
that the first created a crater five feet in diameter and one 
and one half feet deep. The second blast created a crater 
three feet in diameter and two feet deep. Dale informed 
Sutton that the crowd was kept back from the launch area 
approximately 50 feet by a chain link fence. Dale alsO said 
that the display should have been halted when the first rockets 
did not appear to be firing properly, and it most definitely 
should have been stopped after the first shell exploded in 

the tube. 
Sutton reported that although Mayor Kenneth potter signed 

the permit for the display, he had no direct involvement in 
arranging for the display. Rather, Mayor potter told Sutton 
that the Park Board was responsible for making the arrange
mentS. Sutton interviewed Charles Buschick, a Park Commis
sioner, who confirmed potter's statement. Buschick was re
sponsible for making all of the display arrangements. 
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Buschick told Sutton that to hold a 1972 fourth of Jul d~fter the Park Board decided 
letters from several firewor~ 1splay~ the,Board received 
tracted for the display. ThesB~ompan1es w1sh~ng to be con
Robert Van Schoick, owner of Wo ard,was most 1mpressed with 
and decided to provide him withrlthdW1de Fireworks Company e contract. ' 

, Although Buschick made the d1splay, he was not in the d' larrangements to hold the 
f~urth. He explained to sut~~~ ~~ area t~e evening of the 
t10n fro~ the spectator's area a d

at 
he v1ewed the demonstra

Van S~ho1ck that evening about n t~at he ha~ not talked to 
the f1rst explosion occurred ~topp:ng the d1splay after 
~,:,d complete confidence in V~n S~h s,:"dk , that at the time he 

1nue the show. 01C s decision to co~-

When Van Schoick was inte ' stated that after the firs rV1e~ed by Sutton, Van Schoi 
Kenneth McGill and Corom' ~ explos10n he asked Fire Chief ck 
the d' 1 1SS1oner Buschi k 'f , 1SP aye McGill and Buschi c: he should halt 
sa1d that he should not V ck, ,accord1ng to Van Schoi k 
two shells that had expi d ~n Scho,ck also said that the c , 
l~te Louis Maretti, owne~ ~f ~~d been manufactured by the 
F1re~orks Company. Two shells e former Carpentersville 
~,?ho'Ck"exPloded at a show fire~fbth~,same tf

pe
, stated Van 

1S<?0~SlI:, and one exploded at PlY ,1S men :n Fontana, 
no 1nJur1es at these locatio a at1ne, Il11nois. There were ns. 

Van S h ' f' ~ 01ck told Sutton that h 1rework~ but purchases them fr e does not manufacture 
~~n Scho,ck,purchased his firew~~kothber companies. Normally 

ows he sa1d he was sh s a road, but for the 1972 
;nat exploded at waucon~~t ~~ ~he particular kind of shell 
c~mpP~~yCh~seHd a quantity of th~S:n:he~~~ ~alatine. Therefore, 

n untley. rom Maretti's 

Sutton questioned Van S h ' Maretti. Van Schoick said c 01ck about his relations with 
~ec,:,use since Worldwide Fir~e~;k~hey were not very cordial 
t~:~n~:~ ~~~ been r 7duced, Van sc~~i~~ ~~~rations, Maretti's 

e 1 would 1ntentionally sell h' 1d not ~eel, however, 1m efect1ve shells. 

Wauconda F' , Butt' 1re Ch1ef Kenneth M G' 
was ~~ ~~d Il<;>t know the cause of t~e'~l, when q,;,estioned by 
c e dlsplay area at th' wo explos10ns. McGill 
t~~;rearYMto,van Schoick's sta~e~~mnte of ~doth explosions, and 

• cG1ll did ' sa1 Buschi k 
seeping into the mo~~~~ ~~~:~erh that he had not~ce~a!a~~; w en they were buried along 
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the J;lea.ch. He felt thrs might have caused the accident. 
McGill also mentioned that Wauconda had no ordinance govern-

ing fireworks displays. 

3. Investigation by the 
Wauconda police Department 

Following the accident, the wauconda police Department 
conducted an extensive investigation. Shortly after the ex
plosion, Officer Robert H. Garrett interviewed walter Dale. 
Dale told Garrett that he and Officer Philip Marquardt were 
assigned to the Wauconda police Department patrol boat for 
patrol duty at BangS Lake the evening of the fourth. During 
an intermission at the show, they returned to the village 
Beach boat dock for a soda pop. Marquardt, Dale and Roger 
Hackl were standing on the dock and the show resumed. Dale 
then heard a large blast. Something hit Dale in the left 
thumb, spun him around and he fell back into the water. At 
the same time Marquardt fell off the dock into the water. 

Marquardt had been hit in the face and was bleeding 
badly. Dale held Marquardt's head above water until Roger 
Hackl and another man, George w. Watkins, 40, of 663 Minerva 
street, Wauconda, Illinois, could pull Marquardt and Dale out 
of the lake. After being pulled on to the dock, Dale called 
the Wauconda police desk on his walkie-talkie requesting that 
an ambulance and squad car be dispatched to the scene. 

Officer David Thompson in squad #512 responded to the 
call. Watkins helped Marquardt to the beach and put him in 
the squad. Officers David Thompson and William Ramage then 
took Marquardt and Dale to Condell Hospital in Libertyville. 
Garrett also interviewed Watkins who confirmed Dale's version 

of the incident. 
Sgt. Bruce Freeman of the Wauconda police Department 

interviewed Ronald Buda, a spectator, who said that many of 
the shells seemed to be malfunctioning. They were not going 
high enough before exploding and burning debris waS falling 

back into the crowd. 
Buda explained that after the first shell exploded in

side the tube he saw Fire Chief Kenneth McGill knocked to 
the ground by the concussion. Buda was 30 feet from the 
fence, next to the beach house. After the second exPlosion, 
Buda approached Van Schoick and asked him what caused the 
explosions. Van Schoick appeared dazed to Buda, and said 
that he didn't know what caused the explosion. However, he 
told Buda that the explosions could have been caused as a 
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result of water that tubes. was seeping up th rough the base of the 

, Freeman and Waucond ' F~re Chief McGill t b a,Po17ce Chief Joh N ' eve t ' 0 0 ta~n h~s vers~on ofnth
ow ~nte,rviewed 

, 
n s. McG~ll sa~d tha ,~ e 

f 

~ t he a even~ng's 
~reworks display prior to- rr~v~d ~t the site of the 

athfter the mortars had been ~~e, bdeg~nn~ng of the shmv but 
e mortars and t,r~e along the b h ' 

McGill said thatn~ 1ced that at least two-had
eac

. He checked 
tubes and asked i/.~old Van Schoick about thewat~r ir; them, 
sponded that h~ did1no~a~e any difference. vanw~c~~i~~ the 
shells, but he believed i~oW how water would affect th re-would be alright. e 

McGill then helped the ' ~~rks from the trucks and Worldw1de crew unload the f' 
ter the fire'Yvorks were u~~~~~ them to the launch area lre-

~:~r~~' For the protection of ~~ethey were covered with 
b es, used to transport th d' spectators, Worldwide's 

up etween the launch area andeth~sPlay material, were lined e spectator section. 

After the show be a ' not appear to be rising n, McG~ll noticed that ~he 
Phloding. The display ~a~obthei7 proper height befo~~ell: did 
w en a shell ex 1 d ' ,een ~n progress f ex, 
sion from the bi °te~ 1ns1de one of the mort~r several m1nutes 
was injured as nocked McGill to the rs. The concus-. ground, but no one 

McGill asked Van S h happened at any other c oick if that kind of -th' 
it had not. McGill theShnOW~ he had fired. ~ng had ever 
address system d1rected the crowd

He r~plied that 
complied by mo~.to ~ve back away from the f uS1ng the public 
approximatel 7~ng ack another 20 to 25 f ~nce •. The crowd y to 75 feet from th 1 ee mak~ng them e aunch area 

There was a sh t ' . When it st or ~ntermission bef 
launched P~~~:~l~P ~~~i~~dMCGill notice~r~n!h:h:~~wt~e~umed. 
to the ground ' 1 not burst in the' a 
fired and thenu~exPloded. Thr~e or four mor:

1r
., It returned 

blast killed EdWno~her shell 0zploded inside t~hells were ar Bulger and injured e~ght e mortar. This , ~ others. 

McG~ll i~~ed' t 1 . of this . ~a e y questioned V ' t' second explosion V S ,an Sch01ck about the cause 

O~o~h~t~~~e~hhanadthce pOdssibil~~y ~~~~c~h~o~;dteOrffer no ~xplana-ause it. in the bottom 

Sgt. Kenneth M G'l off duty the eve ' c ~ 1 and Officer 
n~ng of the fourth. 
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They were viewing the 
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demo~stration from the top of the police garage several hun
dred feet from the launch area with their families and with 
several other families. Ramage reported that some of the 
shells did not appear to be exploding high enough in the air 
and that burning debris waS falling back into the crowd. He 
stated that on two occasions during the shoW he heard a large 
blast and then observed a cloud of smoke. The second time 
this happened he saw squad car #512 racing to the scene with 
its lights flashing. Ramage and Freeman ran to the launcb 

area to assist in the emergency. 

Ramage.stated that when he arrived at the scene of the 
accident he observed Officer Marquardt bleeding heavily from 
the face and two firemen administering first aid to an un
identified bOy. Ramage then accompanied Marquardt to the 

hospital. 
At the hospital, James F. Lehnert, father of Lawrence 

Lehnert, told Ramage where Lawrence was standing at the time 
of the explosion and asked Ramage if he would return to the 
scene and search for his son's ear which had been severed by 
shrapnel from the blast. Ramage returned to the scene, met 
Fire Chief McGill and several other firemen and searched 
for the ear. They were unsuccessful. 

Sgt. Freeman's account of the events leading up to the 
explosion corresponded closelY to that of Officer Ramage. 
Freeman stated that he was sitting on top of the police 
garage with his family and several other families viewing 
the fireworks display. At one point during the demonstration 
he heard a loud blast and saW a large cloud of smoke rising 
from the launcb area. After this there was about a five 
minute pause in the display before it resumed. About 20 
minutes after the first explosion, Freeman stated, he heard 
another explosion and observed another large cloud of smoke 

rising from the display area. 
A few moments later he observed squad #512 racing to the 

scene with the red lights flashing. Freeman and Ramage imme
diately ran to the area to assist. They found officer Marqu

ardl 

sitting on the tail gate of a station wagon bleeding heavily 
from the head and face. Freeman and Ramage helped Marquardt 
into the· squad car and instructed officer David Thompson, the 
driver, to take him to Condell Hospital in Libertyville. 
walter Dale, who was alSO injured, and Officer Ramage, went 

to the hospital in the squad car. 

Freeman remained on the scene to assist other injured 
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parties and to begin con ' cause of the accident ductlng an investigation i ~~~~o~~~ ~~~!~e the m~tair:~~~~rl~~~~:d ~~t two S~~~l~h~ad 
.Some ~ieces wer:n~o~~~t me~al pieces fiYingei~u~~~ ~~atte:ed 
the slte of the explOS,as ar as two and one half bllrectlons. lons. ocks from 

Freeman reported th windows in th b at the first ex 1 ' explosion Wh~Cheach house near the lau~c~slon broke out two 
away from'the fir~~curred about 20 minutes area. The second 
also broke three mo~ re~ulted in the death after and five feet e wlndows in the beach and injuries and house. 

Officer Marquardt Kapelke, accordin ' Walter Dale, Roger Ha 
on the Park Distrrc~o ~reeman's investigation

Ckl 
and Lawrence 

the time of the pler, 250 feet east of th were standing 
shrapnel from thsecond e~plosion. All fo e l~u~ch area at 
severed by shra ~ exploslOn. Lawrence Le~~ were lnJured by 
pontoon boat ti~de~Of~~m tJ;e explosion, wase~~~n~J;ose ear was 
launch area Fr epler, 250 feet ea lng on a 
ployees wer~ als~e~a~ reported that two ofs~ooidtJ;e fireworks 
tors area. lnJured as were two child r .wlde's em-

Freeman rec from all overed numerous pieces 
areas of the beach k , par , and 

ren ln the specta-

of,t~e,shattered tubes 
ad]Olnlng areas. 

Shortly after th Van Schoick and ~ second explosion F ' Schoick told F questloned him about th' re7man lnterviewed 
caused b . ,reeman that he belie e accldent. Van 
ing all ~te~~~:riex~ra large salut~:do~h~ye~~lOSions had been 
heard a conversat~S ead of in stages Free e shell explod-
2601 West Indian lon.between Alexand~r C. ~an also oVer
Anderson had b Trall~ McHenry, Illinois ~erson, 39, of 
display. He m:~~.worklng for Worldwide he~n. Van.Schoick. 
water in the fi .loned to Van Schoick that ~~ng flre the 
felt the water rlngldtubes but Van Schoick ere had been wou not have any b ' responded that he earlng on th 1 

The day afte e ma function. 

port, num r the explosion a d' 
littered :f~~~ ~~exbloded shells'an~c~~h~~gdt~ ~reeman's re-
shell ten inches 7 e~ch. Also found was 0 e rlS were found 
down F ln dlameter with ·h ne unexploded 
of the s~:~~an ~OOk some of the de~r~sfuse burned half way 
the mortars ~~et tubes, as well as the'b

some 
metal fragments 

to the Northe a Fr7em~n dug out of the ~se plate of one of 
rn IlllnOlS Crime Lab' ,ottom of one crater ln Hlghland Park Illin' 

On July 7, 1972 . ,01S. 
, Sgt. Freeman and Chief Now 't ' l.n ervlewed 
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Robert van Schoick at his home in McHenry. Van Schoick told 
them that he and his employees had driven to Wauconda on 
July 4th, in a station wagon, a pickuP truck and a panel 
truck. They carried the display materials with them in these 
vehicles. When they arrived, they buried 15 launching tubes 
in the sand along the beach. TWo tubes were three inches in 
diameter, three were four inches, three were five inches, 
three were six inches, two were eight inches, one was 10 
inches and one was 12 inches in diameter. The vehicles were 
parked between the launching tubes and the spectators area 

for the protection of the crowd. 

Van Schoick said that when the display began, his em
ployeeS loaded the tubes, and he, alone, would light the 
fuses with a railroad flare. Van Schoick told Freeman and 
Now that he knew there was water in some of the launching 
tubes and said that he would get sprayed by water when he 
fired a shell from these tubes. He also stated that water 
would have no effect on the shells, except that if the powder 

got wet the display would not fire. 

When questioned about the cause of the two explosions, 
Van Schoick theorized that there was either a heavy charge 
of powder in the base of the shells or there was a powder 
leakage in the shells somewhere ahead of the lifting charge. 
Van Schoick then gave Freeman and Now a six-break, four inch 
diameter shell, which Van Schoick said was the same type 

that exploded at Wauconda. 

Van Schoick had purchased several of these shells from 
the carpentersville Fireworks Company in Huntley. Some 
were included in the display at Bangs Lake Park, two of which 
exploded prematurelY. Another exploded prematurelY in a fire
works display he fired at Palatine, and the same thing occurred 
in another display fired at Fontana, Wisconsin. No injuries 
occurred either at Palatine or Fontana. Another was used at 
a display at Great Lakes; it did not explode prematurelY but 
the fuse fell out before it could be fired. 

4. Investigation by Insurance Company 

The commission was able to obtain the transcripts of 
two interviews conducted by Mr. Joseph Edler, employed by 
Attorney John soffietti, who waS representing Lawrence Lehnert 
in a civil action against Worldwide Fireworks Company for per-

sonal injuries suffered by him. 

Craig A. steiner, 17 of 506 North Mineral Springs Drive, 
~1cHenry, said that at about 1: 30 p.m., July 4, 1972, a friend, 

- 42 -

Roger Smith, called him and another person to hel said that Worldwide needed 
had worked for worldwldPrepare fireworks displays Smith 
handled fireworks befor:. on several shows. Stein~r had never 

y s work. He agreed and ' paid 30 dollar~ for a da ~mith told Steiner that he would be 

~~~a~~ ~rea loc~ted at 4004 ;~~~I~mmedLiatelY to Worldwide's 
elner arrlved th om ake Road in M H ~an Sch,?ick, was given :r~~i~e spoke briefly with Ro~e~~ry. 

. lreworks or varlOUS displays orm, and began boxing f' 

Between 5:00 and 6'00 ~,?ad~d up the vehicles ~ithP~~"fSteiner and a few others a~s~ ay and drove to Bangs Lak: plr~works for· the waucond~ 
~;r~~~~ie~~~:~;~~;: t~~e~~~~a~ei~~~~~~~i~~~:~I:~re~e~rk~~~ed . wor s from 

The show began and ' ~ortar tubes loaded withl;h:~~sSteiner's job to keep the 

A~~~rt~ef!~b!~n~~~sR~~:rt Van S~hO~~kw~~tfdd~~~h~he shells 
tube and there was a b .of ~he shells exploded insi~ee fuse. 

rlef lntermission. the 

Following the it' , the shells S ' n ermlSSlon, Edward B 1 were light: telner stated that both B IU ger began firing 
A short ti~~gl!~: fuses during the seco~/~~l~nd/an Schoick 
and Steiner, his ~~c~n~~h~~ shell e~loded insi~e ~: ~~~w, ~~u~~h~~ ~h~apnel, Steine~ ~~~1~~~0~ was knocked to thee 

lC ad lit the shell th t b now whether Bulger or a lew up. 

Steiner said that t ~~g~~l~~ng with the diSP~:Yo~!; ~~a!ntng he received prior 
dro lze shells in the tubes a e sure he loaded the 
to ~~:fn:~l ~~e way to the botto~n~ft~h:a~e sure the shells 
according to t~ ~hells were separated in d~~iar, Ac~ording elr Slze. erent plIes, 

The second int ' 4004 MCCullom La erVlew was with Robert H Va ' 
the Pres'd ke Road, McHenry Ill' , . n SCh01Ck of 

1 ent of W Id ' ' lnOlS on J 1 2 
charge of the J I or wlde Fireworks Compa u y 6, 1972, 
answer few of E~IY ~th Wauconda display. ~~' ~n~ ~ho was in 
of the attorn ~r s questions, pursuant t n, c olck,would 
with whom V eys or Reserve Insurance C 0 lnstructlOns 

an Schoick carried his' , ompany, the company lnsurance. 

Van Schoick told Edler t hat he had been involved with 
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fireworks for fifteen to. sixteen years and, this was the 
first, time he had eyer experienced an accident of this kind, 
ge said that the shells that exploded had been improperlY 
manufactured by an American company. Van Schoick would not 
tell Edler the name of the company, but said that the owner 
was dying of cancer, was bankrupt, had no insurance, and waS 
"probably the worst kind of risk in the industry." 

5. coroner's Inquest into 
Edward Bulger'S Death 

A coroner's inquest into the death of Edward Bulger 
was held on october 12, 1972. Wauconda policemen Williru

n 

Ramage and Bruce Freeman, and spectators Ronald Buda, Donald 
Murphy and Lawrence Kapelke testified that the display had 
been plagued with numerouS problems. Many of the shells 
were not going high enough into the air before they exploded, 
and several shells failed to explode in the air. These un
exploded shells were found the following day scattered over 

the beach area. 
Fire Chief Kenneth McGill testified that prior to the 

demonstration he had inspected the fireworks and launch 
area. The metal mortars had been buried 18 to 20 inches 
into the sand, but he noticed tliat water had seeped into 
some of them. McGill asked Van Schoick if it would hurt 
anything. Van schoick responded that it would not. There 
were no sand bags around the exposed portion of the tubes. 

In retrospect, McGill thought that Van schoick had not 
used sufficient safety precautions. However, at the time of 
the explosion, not haying had any prior knowledge concerning 
fireworks displays, he thought Van SchOick waS employing 

proper safety ,measures. 
After the first explosion when McGill was knocked to 

the ground, he asked Van Schoick if that had eyer happened 
before and if it was alright to continue the shoW. Van 
Schoick replied it was the first time it had eyer happened 
at any of his shows, and said it would be safe to proceed, 

Van Schoick was not available for questioning at the in
quest. He had been excused due to illness. Nevertheless, 
the coroner's jury found Bulger'S death to be accidental, 
and they further determined "that there was a lack of safety 
precautions on the part of the fireworks people." 
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6. Conclusions 

The explosion of the was undo bt dl shell that kill d· . tube. u e y caused by the water insid: t~dWard Bulger e metal mortar 

Robert Van S h ' caused by impro c o~ck contended that the explos~on 
'11' per manufactu f • wa V1 e F1reworks C re 0 the shell b s 

other identical shomPlalny from whom he had pur
Y 
h the Carpenters-v' , e s The C' cased it a d ~ew Lou~s Marett'· omm~ssion was .- n works Company be~' the owner of the Carp· et ullab~e to inter-, cause he died fr nersv~lle Fire-om cancer in 1972 

The Commission r ' . theless, and we ac eJects,Van Schoick's con ' 
pyrotechnic expe;t~ep~ the 1nd7pendent jUdgme~~nt~on, ~ever-
metal mortar tube w 0 all sa~d that moist ,0 ,varlous ~hat Van Schoick hc~u~ed ~he explosion. ItUl;e 1ns1de the 
1ng the water insi~e t~rn1shed conflicting a~~o~!~O noted 
a Commiss;~~ in ' e mortar tube Whe s concern-
the morta;~tub vedstlgator, he denied'ther n questioned by 

t 

es uring th J e was any w t ' 
a Bangs Lake P k e uly 4 1972 f' a er 1n 
several personSa~h· cYet,of~icial ~eport~ w1rewor~s display 
Schoick had been ellommlss~on interviewed e examlned and we aware of wate' agreed that Van r ~n the mortar t b 

Commiss~ 0 ' u es. 
e ~ n lnvestigat ' xperts who said ors lnterviewed malfunctions be that water in the firing ~e~eral fireworks 
The¥ asserted t~:~s~hoffthe way fireworks a~ees would cause 
1ns1de the sh 1 e, use that ignite ?on~tructed. 
shell in the :i~ als~ 19nites the time ~u;~et~1ft1ng charge 
th~n ignites the·li~t7 fuse first ignites the ~~ bursts the 
wh1ch is at the b 1ng charge. If the l'ft' 1me fuse, 
either fail ase of the shell et 1 ,1ng charge, 
will still to ~aunch or it will fail sh

wet ~he shell will 
t cont1nue to b sort. The t' f 

no launch, it will lurn. Therefore when th 1me use exp ode inside the t b e shell does u e. 

In our opinion R b negligence wh' ,~ ert Van Schoick d 
death. He Sh~c~dstgn1ficantly contribut:o~strated gross 
a shell while ~ t . ,av~ k~own that it was' d 0 Edward B,:,l ger ' s 
w'ater et was 1ns1de a mortar' . angerous to 19nite 
tubes'b~en ~e ~roceeded to fire the s~u~~ contaminated by 
been as man ur1ed deeper into the grou~·· Had the mortar 
round' y metal fragments Th d there would not h 

1ng the area f th . . ere were no d ave 
fragments 0 e mortar tubes t b san bags sur-• 0 a sorb flying metal 
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F. The Continental Fireworks 
Company Explosion 

1. Introduction 

The afte~noon of May 17, 1971, the plant of the 
Continental Fireworks Company at Pisgah, Illinois was de
vastated by a series of explosions which resulted in the 
death of three people and the injury of five others. The 
tragedy was investigated by the Morgan County Sheriff's 
Department, the State Fire Marshal's office and the Illinois 
Department of Mines and Minerals. 

The 'following three persons, all residents of Jackson
ville, and all employed at the plant, were killed: 

Dominick Shalla, 75, R.F.D. 4, owner; 
Josephine M. Scialla, 19, 603 Sandusky, granddaughter; and 
Richard A. Morris, 45, 226 West Court. 

The following five persons, also residents of Jackson
ville, and employees at the plant, were injured: 

Maria Hocking, age unknown, 1012 South Main, 
daughter of Dominick Shalla; 

Mark Hocking, 18, 1012 South Main, grandson 
of Dominick Shalla; 

Donald C. Worth, 23, 603 Sandusky, fiancee 
of Josephine M. Scialla; 

Ethel Skirvin, 43, 618 North West Street; and 
Nellie Graham, 54, 1206 Center Street. 

The fire that set off the explosions originated in the 
main building of the plant and then spread to other buildings. 
There were three people in the building at the time the fire 
began. They were working at a bench, placed along one wall 
of the building. Only one of those three people survived. 

The survivor said that the fire started at the middle 
of the bench ""here Dominick Shalla, the owner of the fireworks 
company was working. He saw Shalla pressing powder into a 
tube with a wooden mallet. He looked away, and about two 
seconds later he looked back and saw flames all around Shalla's 
hands, igni,ting powder which was spread out on the table. 
The survivor said the fire spread so fast that he barely had 
time to get out of the building through a door right next to 
where he was working. As he ran, the building exploded. This 
explosion set off explosions in another seven nearby buildings, 
totally destroying them. 
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seven automobiles, one two and 
Also destroyed were· half ton pickuP truck, and a 

one half ton truck, a one, 500 feet from the plant, 
trailer. Domin~ck Shalla s ~~:e~all of his garage wa~ 
suffered extens~ve da~age. r-> blown out. A farmer s 
-cracked and all the w~ndows wer.:::.. the lant suffered f.loor and 
house located 550 feetbsout~o~!ted o~e half mile n~rth ~f k 

_ foundation damage., A arn burning debris. Weed f~res ro e 
the plant caught f~re from

t 
miie north of the plant. 

out approximately one quar er , d the 
" 13 buildings, that compr~se 

Some of the rema~n~ng d d contained a total 
d h'ch were un amage , 1 'es 

plant complex, an w ~ losives. Had those exp os~v 
of about 7,600 pounds of ~xPould have been even worse. 
been ignited the holocaus w 

the owner of the plant, that 
It was Dominick ~halla, the tragedy: he caused ~he 

was obviously respons~bl~ forthrOugh the friction he ~nad
chain reaction of explos~onsh 'c powder while filling tubes. 
vertently applied to pyrotec n~ 

to locate any records to 
The commission was unable hal or any other state or 

;ndicate that the state Fir~ Mars t d the premises of this 
~ , h d ever ~nspec e 
local authorit~es ,a to the explosion. 
fireworks plant pr~or 

Investigation by Morgan 
2. County She~ff's Department 

th Sheriff's Department re-
According to the report, e m on May 17, 1971, 

ceived a call at appr~~ima~~~YFl~~~O~ks'company had ex~lo~ed. 
advising that the co~~~nen ~~ ded to the call and arr7ve 

Sheriff Harold E. Wr7ght re~p~n practically the ent~re 
on the scene a few m~n~tes .J..ad~r·d for fire equipmen-t:- and 
plant was on fire. wr~gh;aI~e~o~or more Deputy Sh~r~ffs and 
for ambulances. ~e also f th Illinois state pol~ce. 
requested the ass~stance 0 e 

klin volunteer Fire Depart-
Two fire trucks from t~e Fr~~re Department,' and one fire 

ment, two from the JackSOnv~l~~le Fire Department respOl?-ded. 
truck from the South Jacksonv~ . 'the WaverlyRe~cUe un~t, 
Also responding to the alar~tWer~ ten State policemen from 
the Morgan county R~s~ue un~ ~~vernor ogilvie dispatched 
D'strict nine. Add~t~onally, f Public Health, Ernest F. 
~ 'f the Department 0 and 

Merle L. K~ng, rom 11" is Civil Defense agency" . 1 
Melkush, Chief of the I ~no . tment of Mines and M~nera s 

, from the Depar 
Donald C. S~mpson~ 't'on of the accident. 
to assist in the ~nvest~ga ~. , 

h plant he saw R~chard 
When Sheriff Wright arrived at t e 
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Morris lying on the ground surrounded by fire. 
unable to reach him because of the heat. Other 
employees were in the yard of Dominick Shalla's 
,several hundred feet north of the plant. 

Wright was 
injured 
house, located 

Maria Hocking took her son, Mark Hocking, to Passavant 
Hospital in her car. Wayne McNeeley, a passerby, took Donald 
Worth to the hospital. A few minutes later four ambulances 
from the Lowe Ambulance service arrived and transported the 
rer.loining victims to the hospital. Richard Morris was pro
nounced dead on arrival. Dominick Shalla and Josephine 
Scialla because of the severity of their burns, were imme
diately ·transferred to the burn center at Memorial Hospital 
in Springfield, Illinois where they later died of their in~ 
juries. 

After the fires were extinguished, investigators probed 
the area surveying the damage. The Sheriff reported extensive 
damage to the plant area. A panel truck, a pickup truck, 
and three cars parked in the vicinity of the plant were 
totally destroyed. Four other cars and a tractor were damaged. 
Dominick Shalla's house, 300 yards from the plant, suffered 
extensive blast damage. A barn, a half mile from ·the plant, 
was set afire by burning debris. A guard was posted at the 
fireworks plant to keep away curiosity seekers. 

At approximately 10:15 p.m. the evening of May 17, an
other fire broke out. The fire department was summoned by 
the guard. The Franklin Volunteer Fire Department and the 
Jacksonville Fire Department both responded to the alarm with 
one truck each. The flames were shortly extinguished. 

Deputy Sheriff Norman Cottingham was assigned to investi
gate the explosion by Sheriff Harold Wright. According to the 
report, Cottingham arrived on the scene about 40 minutes later 
and was immediately assigned to investigate the cause. After 
the fires had been extinguished, Cottingham probed the debris 
searching for possible clues. None were found. 

The following day, May 18, Cottingham returned to the 
site to investigate further. Assisting in this investigation 
were fire department personnel and investigators from the 
State Fire Marshal's office. The investigators found a short 
piece of copper tubing with perforations. According to 
Cottingham's report, the investigators from the fire depart
ment and the State Fire Marshal's'office believed this might 
have been the cause of the original explosion.. -

The tubing was from a 500 gallon propane tank, located 
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12 feet from one of the destroyed buildings. The following 
day a,complete examination was made of the propane space 
heater in the building nearest to the tcmk. The fire offi
cials felt a leak in the propane heater might have caused 
the explosion. Cottingham noted in his report, however, that 
the two women who had been \vorking in the building had not 
been burned, and had only received superficial injuries. 

On May 20, Sheriff Harold,Wright and Deputy Sheriff 
Cottingham interviewed Mrs. Ethel Skirvin and determined that 
the first explosion occurred in the main building and not in 
the building near where the perforated copper tubing was found. 

The next day, May 21, investigators from Rose L. P. Gas 
Company, supplier of the propane, entered the investigation 
to determine if a propane leak had caused the explosion. 
Grover Dunn, Registered Professional Engineer of Dunn Labora
tories, 717 Edgehill Avenue, Northwest, Atlanta, Georgia, was 
in charge of the gas company investigation. Mr. Dunn examined 
the perforated tubing under a microscope and determined the 
holes were caused by exposure to a hot foreign metal. 

The possibility that a leak in the tubing could have 
caused the explosion was excluded. It was determined that 
the first explosion occurred in the main building .. The two 
propane gas heaters that had been in that building were ex
amined. by Mr. Dunn, as well as the tubing running from a 
1,000 gallon propane tank to the heaters in the main build
ing. A water manometer test and a high pressure closed pipe 
test established that there were no leaks in the tubing. 
The remains of other space heaters that had been located in 
other buildings were also examined. 

Mr. Dunn also conducted tests to determine if any sewer 
or marsh gases were collecting along the ground. None were 
present and, thus, could not be considered a possible cause. 

While searphing through the rubble, the investigators 
discovered several violations of the electrical code concern
ing electrical switches, boxes, and lights in the buildings. 

Ethel Skirvin, an employee of the Continental Fireworks 
Company, was interviewed by Sheriff's Police on May 20, 1971, 
concerning the explosion. She said that at the time of the 
explosion she and Nellie Graham, another employee, had just 
returned from lunch and had begun dusting off the shelves in 
the building where they were working. She heard a small ex
plosion that pounded like a mortar shell exploding. A few 
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moments later there was another 
very large explosion 

Both women were k . 
They got up ad" nocked to the floor b 

. ~~;n~r;~~ched.n Of~a~h;~~g~~~t f~~~t'pi:~~' while t~~p~~~~~~~i~~;e 
ing JosePhf~~escf~~iaSkirvin said that'Do:~~~ ~~:~h arrived at 
put her on the ground away from the fire toward th was carry
Josephine, and then ~ext to Mrs. Skirvin told he road. He 

re urned to rescue Dam~ 'k er to watch 
~n~c Shalla. 

Explosions continued 
1llrs. Graham and Donald to wrack the plant so Mrs " 
Josephine Scialla up thWorth helped Dominick Shalla' S~~rv~n 
~red feet from the Plan~ road to S~alla's home sever:~ 
comfortable until hI' ,They tr~ed to make the' , hun-

e p arr~ved. ~nJured 

Mrs. Skirvin d'd 
were working that d~ not know 
or near the main build,but she 

~ng. 

where-all of t:h 
thought they - e other employees 

were working in 

The Sheriff's P I' , 
1971 in P 0 ~ce ~nterviewed Donald 
his injuri:~sav~nt H~spital, where he was rec:ort~ on May 24, 
i . .e sa~d he had b' ver~ng from 
ng and spiking fireworks ' e~n ~n the main bUildin 

t
thhe explosion occurred. B~~hth R~chard Morris just bef~r;oad-

at ran alon ~ men were work' 
Morris was atgo~~ee~~ll~n~h: entire length ~~gt~! ~u~~~C;h 

, orth was at the oth ~ng. 
A ere 

few seconds before h 
:~tered the bU~lding, walk~deo~:Plosion Dominick Shalla 

safd b~~:~ ~~~~~ng i:li th some high~y t~l:~a~~~ter dOf the bench 
em 1 a was angry and f power. Worth 

p oyees had not returned frustrated because most th 
rom lunch on time. e 

A few moments after Sh 
b~gan working, Worth lookedalla entered the building and 
a 1 around his hands s ~ver at, Shalla and saw fire 
;urned and ran out of t~~e~~~~g ~~P~dlY. Worth immediately 

rom Where he was workin w ~C; ~as a couple of feet 
seconds later. g. The bU~ld~ng exploded a few 

He ran around to the 
~:; ~~s~~hine Scialla wand~;~~~ :~;~~~c~ ofhthe building and 

~~r~~e ~:i~;~~~'h!~e~r!!i~~n~~tt~fg~~eD~~i~~~~ksha~~a~e;b~d 
~~all~ and ~~s~;~~::'S~f~l~:hel Skirvin ~~~~~~ g~!f~f~~' 
Pla~~f:~~; tWorth explained t~~tt~: ~~:~ ;OtShalla's home, 

o search for Richard M ' e urned to the 
orr~s. 
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Worth saw Morris laying on the ground, but was unable 
to reach him because of the fires. Worth said he returned 
to Shalla's home where about 15 other people had congre
gated, and someone then drove him to the hospital. 

Worth theorized that t:he fire must have been started 
by a spark touched off by Dominick Shalla .. He could offer 
no other explanation. He also said that he had not detected 
the smell of leaking propane gas in ,the building before the 
explosion occurred. . 

On June 1, 1971, Sheriff's Police interviewed Mark J. 
Hocking at Passavant Hospital where he too was recovering 
from burns. Hocking said that he had been working at the 
plant for his grandfather, Dominick Shalla, since February, 
1971. He explained that at the time of the explosion he was 
outside the main building disassembling wood saw horses. 
Josephine Scialla was about six or eight feet away from him 
working at a bench. 

Hocking said that he was suddenly knocked to the ground. 
He held his breath until the concussion was over, and then 
ran to Shalla's house to phone for help. He did not know 
where his grandfather was at the time of the explosion, but 
he said that Donald Worth and Richard Morris were inside the 
main building. Hocking had no idea what caused the explos
sion, nor did he detect any smell of propane gas prior to 
the accident. 

3. Investigation by Illinois 
Department of Mines and Minerals 

bonald C. Simpson, Explosives Administrator, Illinoi,s 
Department of Mines and Minerals also investigated the ex
plosion at the Continental Fireworks Company. In a May 1.8" 
1971, report to David Gulley, Director of the Depart,ment, 
Simpson explained that the fire originated in one of the 
buildings and spread to the other buildings. In all, eight 
of the 21 buildings were totally destroyed. Also destroyed 
were seven automobiles, one two and one 'half ton truck, a 
one half ton pickup truck and a traile~. 

Dominick Shalla's home, 5'00 feet from the plant, suf-' 
fered extensive damage; one wall of his garage was cracked an 
and all of the windows were broken out. A farmer's house 
located 550 feet south of the plant suffered floor and foun
dation damage. A barn located one half mile north of the 
plant caught fire from the burning debris, but the fire was 
extinguished soon after it began. Weed fires broke out 
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P
Polandt bU~ldings that we~! mleiflte north of the plant. The 

un s or explos.J..'v standing es. contained 7,600 

In a subsequent re 0 
that th~ accident was c~u~t of JulY,7! 1971, Sim so 
ing a d.J..sPlay cartridge 'tehd by Dom~n.J..ck Shalla ~ h~lstated 

W.J.. explos.J..ves." W.J.. e load-

4. Investigation by th 
Jacksonville Fire De 

epartment 
According to the 

partment, the eXPlosio~eport by the Jacksonville Fi 

:~~.f~~~~a~non duty in J~~~~~~~flf! :~;!~ximately 1~~3D~~m. 
stated the co~~~vator op~rator in Pisgah.J..v~fl~ C~ll at 1:07 
Jackso - . ,.J..nental F.J..reworks C ' .J..no.J..S Who 
b~caus~~~~~epi~~~ Department d~d n~~P:~;p~~~ e~Ploded., The 
F.J..ve minutes late was lo~ated .J..n the Frankl' a ,that,t.J..me 
from Sheriff H r the,F.J..re Department re ~~ f.J..re d.J..strict. 
aid the Franklf~o~~lwr.J..ght r~questing tha~e~~ed another call 

unteer F.J..re Department. ey respond to 

Two fire trucks ' 
The report stated ' were .J..mmediately dis a 
arri ved,·. eight bUi~~~t by the time the Ja~k;~he~ lio th~ Scene. 
ground. Two fir .J..ngs had already been 1 ny.J.. e un.J..ts had 
ing car. The emen sa~ Richard Morris ,eve ed to the 
already de d y pulled h.J..m away but d' lY.J..ng next to a burn-

a . .J..scovered that he was 

, Several other 
Mar.J..a HOcking th people were found ' , 
the office and hade daug~ter of Domi ,.J..~JUred at the scene. 
Shalla, the Ov rece~ved minor c~~~ Shalla~ had been in 
cent of his b~~;r, rece.J..ved third degre:n~ bru.J..ses. Dominick 
DOl~1inick Shalla . h ~o~ePhine SCialla , gran~~ns hover 60 per 
ma.J..n bUildi ' a een working at b aug ter of 
cent of h n

b
g and receiVed third d a ench outside the 

er ody Mark H egree burns ov 97 
working outside . Ocking grandson er per 
Donald Worth f,Of the main building and ~f S~alla, was also 
inSide the " .J..ancee of Josephine Sc' ece.J..ved bUrns. 
ar~s, legS,m:~~ ~~!~ding and received.J..:~;:;eh~d been wO:king 
ne.J..ghbor. E h ,., Worth was taken _ _" urns on hl.S 
and minor cu~ el Sk.J..r~.J..n was treated fo;o t~e hospital by a 
Price, a rela~i Neil.J..e ?r~ham was treate~' feart condition 
at the time of ~~ 0 Dom.J..n.J..ck Shalla was ~r shock. Mary 
Plosion. Howev e explosion, nor wa~ she ~o, at the plant 
the explosion oer, she was at Domi~ick Cha~~J~red by the ex
the hOuse, MaryC~u:red and when the inj~red a s house When 

r.J..ce went into a stat f were taken to 
e 0 shock. 
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, the Jacksonville fire 
fire was' extir;gulsheTdhe, Sheriff left a, guard 

,After the their statlOn. 'accordlng to 
units returned t~ lant. Later that even~ni; the plant 
to watch ove~h!h Fi~e Departmer;t wahs ~a~;~ started up again. 
the report" 'h a small flre t a 
again to extlngulS . . . 

Investigation by _s~ate 
5. , Marshal's Offlce 

Flre d' ~o the report, state Fire 
, day accor lng ~ 't r Gus Mazzone, 

The followln9 'Chief Arson Investl~a 0 t ~tate Fire 
Marshal ROber~,E. ~~~~hal John Kelley, ,~~Sl~~~~ Chief Dale W. 
Deputy state l~e Patton, and JacksOr;Vl eat~empt to find 
Marshal Joseph d bris at the plant,ln an h 1 Patton found 
Bond probed the e e Assistant Flre MarS aane line that 
clues as ~o thefc~~~p~r tubing used as ~ ~~~~igatorS inspected 
a short plece olin it. All of th~ ln ld have been the 
had two small h~ ~~'allY agreed that lt cou 
the tubing and lnl ~ 
cause of the explOslon. d to the 

, ' ators returne 
71 several lnvestlg d been in the ex-

On May 19, 19 'n' ed the heaters that ha f the heaters 
and examl - 1 k of one 0 'th plant are~, A thorough C1ec leaked ;Lnto e 

ploded bUlldlni:~es where propane cou~d ~av~he investiga~orS 
reveale~ two Pmb r to cause an expl~slOnt h ve an explOslon 
combUStlon chaai~ compressor that dld no a 
also found an 
proof motor. t Grover Dunn 

t nt's repor , t , the Fire Depar mer, 'ved to inspec 
Accordlng to, Atlanta, Georgla , ar~l of tubing with 

of Dunn Labor~~~r~~~h. He inspected ~~~hPl~~~ took this tube 
the plant on d been found on May , 
the holes that ha further tests. 

G rgia to run . 
back to eO t officials met 

ville Fire Departmen Based on the 
On MaY,22, Jack~O~he Sheriff's Departme~!·Fire Department 

with inveS~lgat~r~h~ Sheriff's Departmenti ~k had caused the 
investigatlon 0 'b'lity that a propane e 
ruled out the pOSSl 1 

explosion. 

Dominick Shalla, 
May 18th, and p.m. on 

May 21st. 

t died at 7:50 
according to the re~or , t 2.55 p.m. on 

Scialla dled a . 
~Josephine 

st into the 6 Coroner's Inque 's 
. Death of Richard A. Morrl 'd A Morris 

The 
was held 

l' nto the death of Rlc;har t· d that· 
, l'nquest Martln sta e Coroner s Coroner John B. 

on May 27, 1971. 
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Richard A. Mor~is was dead on arrival at Passavant Hospital 
in Jacksonville and that Dr. Harvey Scott had examined the 
body. Dr. Scott determined that the combination of third 
degree burns and trauma from the explosion were sufficient 
~o cause death. The only witness at the inquest was Sheriff 
Harold E. Wright who testified concerning the findings of 
his investigation into the explosion. Based on Sheriff 
Wright's testimony, the Coroner's Jury determined Morris' 
death to be accidental. 

7. Interviews Conducted by 
Commission Investigators 

In October, 197-3, Donald Worth was interviewed by a 
Commission investigator. Worth stated essentially the same 
thing that he had to the Sheriff's investigators in 1971. 
However, he added that when the fire broke out, Dominick 
Shalla was pressing some type of flammable powder into a 
cardboard tube with a wooden mallet. Worth said that some
how the powder Shalla was Morking with ignited. 

C. Harvey Dean, the present Fire Chief of the Jackson
ville Fire Department, was also interviewed in October, 1973, 
by a Commission investigator. He said that at the time of 
the explosion at the Continental Fireworks Company he was 
Assistant Fire Chief, and that he had supervised the fire
fighting efforts at the plant. 

Dean explained that the day of the explosion, the 
Jacksonville Fire Department had received a call from the 
Sheriff's Department requesting that they extinguish a fire 
at the Continental Fireworks Company. The Fire Chief at 
the time, Dale W. Bond, refused to respond because the pre
ceding week they had extinguished a small fire at Continental 
Fireworks Company and Dominick Shalla was angry that the 
Jacksonville Fire Department had responded. Shalla had not 
phoned the Jacksonville Fire Department and, because they had 
to drive outside of their district, they charged Shalla $500. 
Shalla told Chief Bond at that time never to respond to any 
call at his plant unless Shalla himself phoned. 

A few minutes after the first calIon May 17, the 
Sher;Lff's Department called a second time requesting that 
firemen from Jacksonville respond. After this second call, 
Dean, without consulting Chief Bond, went ahead and sounded 
the alarm. He said that they arrived at the site a few 
minutes later. They found firemen of the Franklin Volunteer 
Fire.Department standing around doing nothing as explosions 
occurred, and· the fires spread. Dean said. the volunteers 
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appeared to be mesmeri~ed, and seemed to have no idea how 

to go about putting out the fire. 

Dean said he immediately took charge and'ordered all 
firemen on the scene to begin extinguishing numerous small 
ground fires that had been started by burning debris scat
tered by the explosions. Once these fires had been put 
out, and there was no more danger of the fi.re spreading, 
the firemen then began to put out the larger blazes. Dean 
was unable to make any determination about the cause of 

the initial fire. ", 

James o. Hocking was also interviewed by a commission 
investigator. He is the son-in-law of Dominick Shalla, and 
the father of Mark Hocking. He said that he had helped out 
at the fireworks plant, on a part time basis, for several 
years before the explosion. His wife, Maria Hocking, kept 

the books for the company. 

Hocking explained that he was not present at the time 
of the explosion, but he was familiar with the operation. 
He offered one possible explanation of hmV' the fire began. 
About one or two "leeks before the explosion, new heating 
had been installed in a few of the buildings, including 
the buildings where the fire first started. He said that 
perhaps they had not been properly installed and there was 
a gas leak that could have caused the initial blast. 
Hocking informed the commission investigator that the 
continental Fireworks Company had gone out of business 
since the explosion, and Dominick Shalla's heirs had no 
intention of reopening the plant. 

8. conclusions 

The commission believes that the possibility of the 
explosion being caused by a gas leak can be ruled out. 
Rather, it appears that the initial fire was caused as a 
result of friction generated while Dominick Shalla was 
pressing flammable powder into a cardboard tube. Inde
pe,ndent fireworks experts consulted by commission investi
gators stated that whenever a flammable powder is com
pressed there is always a risk that it will ignite. The 
severity of the explosion apparently was caused by an 
excessive amount of explosive chemicals being stored in 

the processing buildings. 

The commission also believes that a contributing 
factor to the accident was negligence on the part of the 
State Fire Marshal. Although officials from that office 
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investigated the ex 1 ~ be located in theirPf~~L~n, no report of the findings could 
gator~ find any evidenc:Sth Nor could Commission investi
~velr ~nspected the Continen~~lt~~ State Fire Marshal had 
. y aw, at any t" ~reworks Company 
indicates that t~:e cPonrt~<?r t.o the explosion. The' eva~dreqUired 
in l' ~nental Fir k ~ ence 

comp ~ance with State Fi. M ewor s Company was not 
the company been inspected ~~d arsh~l regulations. Had' 
correct the discrepancies th had ~~ been compelled to 
could have been reduced.' e sever~ty of the tragedy 

G. Accidental Explosion 
of Fireworks Dud 

1. Introduction 

On May 30, 1973 Gary W E' Dana A. Eicholtz 14' f' .. ~choltz, 15 and h' b 
we,re severely inJ~Ured'o and303 North Church str t ~s rother, f~reworks aerial shell hospitalized whe ee, Hu~tley, accidentally eXPlod~d~ defect~ve 

b f The shell had been picked e ore, from a pond 't ' up by the boys, the day 
Fireworks Dis 1 . ~n 0 whlch employees of th ma~ly dumped ~e~~c~~~~a~l; located in the sameec~~;,M~~~~se 
wh~ch occurred by the rail~~~~kS. The day of the accident 
feet from tha premises of th f~racks approximately 800 ' 
cut open the shell and e ~reworks company the b 
the g d poured out so f ' oys 
i t roun. They ignited the d me 0 the powder onto 

n 0 the flames, at which timeP~~ er and poured more powder ere was an explosion. 

2. Investigation by the 
Huntley Police Department 

On May 30 1973 th notified that two YO~thseh~~n~ley ~o~ice Department was 
~ear,powder Park in Huntle een ~nJured in an explosion 
~osp~tal. A Huntley POliC~ ~~~.were enro~te to Woodstock 
osp~tal to investigate tl . :-cer was d~spatched to the 

11e acc~dent. 

The officer ' and learned that ~~r~:re~ at Woodstock Hospital at 5·25 
Eicholtz ,e ~nJured youths were G . p.m. 
Johnson ·arA.fe~ mlnutes later, the boys' ary w. and Dana A. 

, rlve and was interviewed by thmother, Jesse E. e officer. 

According t th ' offi 0 e pol~ce re t retu~~~dt~~~eth7t~vening before~o~a~ ~s·l~~~ns~n told the 
size of a bask:~bal~.br~~ ~ake~ covered ball'ab~~tS~: had 

s e the boys where :they found 
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Pond on premises of New Melrose Fireworks Display Company, Huntley, Illinois, 
in which defective fireworks aerial shells were discarded. One of these shells ex
ploded and seriously injured youngsters Gary W. Eicholtz, 15, and his brother Dana, 
14, on May 30, 1973, when they playfully cut open the dud shell and ignited the 
explosive pow~er. Pho~og4aph QOU4~e~y 06 Illinoi~ Vepu~y S~a~e Fi4e Ma4~hal Ha44Y 
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it, and they replied t~at they had found it near the 
Chapman residence? a neighbor living in Apartment 7 in 

powder Park. 
The officer then interviewed Dana Eicholtz to deter

mine hoW the accident occurred. Dana told the officer that 
his brother had found the ball lying on the ground'by the 
Chapman residence on May 29, 1973. He said that on May 30, 
1973, he and his brother took the ball out by the railroad 
tracks near the property of the New Melrose Fireworks pis
play Company and cut the ball open. Gary then sprinkled 
some of the multi-colored powder out onto the ground, lit 
the powder, and began sprinkling more powder into the 
flames. The shell exploded. The boys then walked along 
the railroad tracks to the home of Mr. Cary L. Seifert of 
Apartment 1, powder park, Huntley, Illinois, who drove 

them to the hospital. 

According to the police report, the officer also 
interviewed Mr. Cary Seifert, who was waiting at the Wood
stock Hospital. Mr. Seifert told the officer that three 
boys had walked to his house and requested help. He said 
that two of the boys seemed to be injured badly, but that 
the other appeared to be uninjured. He stated that he 
immediately drove all three youths to the Huntley police 
Department, where he let out the uninjured youth to summon 
the police. Mr. Seifert then drove Gary and Dana Eicholtz 

to the Woodstock Hospital. 

Gary Eicholtz was too severely injured to be inter
viewed, so the police officer returned to powder Park to 
interview James w. Chapman, 13, Apartment 7, powder Park, 
Huntley, Illinois. Chapman told the officer that on 
the evening of May 29, 1973, at approximatelY 7:30 p.m., 
he saw' Gary Eicholtz jump the fence at the NeW Melrose 
Fire'Vwrks Display company, located in powder Park, and 
ta.kc a mortar shell about ,the size of a basketball from a 
pond of water located inside the fence. Gary then jumped 
back over the fence and left. Chapman said he shouted at 
Gary, but his warning was not heeded. 

Chapman also t,old the officer that he was \~Tith the 
t.wo E!ichol tz boys along the railroad tracks when Gary and 
Dana were injured. Chapman claimed that he was walking 
away from the two boys when he heard an explosion, turned 
around, and saw Gary on fire. Gary rolled down a bank into 
a creek and extinguished the flames. Dana was lying in the 
middle of the tracks stunned and also burned. Chapman went 
back to the scene of the explosion, then all three youths 
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wa~ked p,pproximately 800 feet to Se~fert to request help. the residence of Hr. Cary 

. Following these intervie 
spected the property of th N

Ws
, the police officer in-

Compa~y. He noticed that ~nrew Melro~e Fireworks Display 
rou~dlng the fireworks compa one sectlon the fence sur-
notlced, that there w ny was bent down He 1 fe . ere numerous s' . a so 

nce warnlng that explosiv 7gns 
attached to the 

~roperty. The officer repo;t:~t~~l~lS were stored on the 
erman shepherd dogs were r ' a two black and brown 

~~~:~m~~t:~e:hel~~ ~;~i~~~:~~~6 ~~~~dt~~~s~h;;~~i~:r';he 
~e SlZ~ of basketballs, floatf~d ~ne brown, approximately 

e p~rlmeter of the plant. g ln a pond of water near 

Th' , 4 P de pollce officer located ste ' , ower Park, Huntley Ill' , ve Curtis of Apartment 
Mel:ose Fireworks DisPl~y co~n~ls, the forem~n of the New 
offlcer that he could not dP ny. Mr. Curtls told the 
~~t=~n ont~ the property W~l:r~~:n~ how anyone could have 
had h SO sald that he did not know hOgS were running loose 
h een floating in the water 0 ow long the fireworks . 

t~:e;;~d r:sw~~~~O~d to have be~nt~ed~~ope~~~t' The,shell, 
fireworks ey normally dispose ~f th ,lS sald that . elr faulty 

Mr. Curtis identif' d company as Antho le the owner of the fir 
Orland Park, Ill~~or~ ca~~~lano,of 13941 Citati~~o~~~ve 
Cartolano, who told h: offlcer telephoned Anth ' 
firew k 1m that the add ony . 0: s company is 13941' , ress of record for th 
Ul:-nolS, even though the ~lt,:,tlOn Drive, Orland Park e 
lS ln Huntley Ill" P YSlcal location of th l' 
not k . , lnOlS. Mr Cart 1 e pant . now how long the fi • 0 ano said that he did 
~ater but mentioned ~l atr~~or~~ had been floating in the 
~~ Japan. Mr. CarL l~n ,e,. ;trew . ,- , had been manufactured 

eve Curtis re ," ne offlcer that h bent do pau Ln portion of th f e would have 
re ' .wn, and also would hav e ,enc~ that had been 
w ~alnlng aerial shells that e Mr. Curt7s dlspose of the 
a~er. were floatlng in th e pond of 

The p l' of th 0 lye report indicated th . 
The H~n~~~tar s~ell that exploded w:~ ;~e ~emaining portion 
Marshal in~e~~~lce Department requested ~~~~e~hfor evide~ce. 

19ate the accident. estate Flre 
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3. Investigation b¥ the state 
Fire MarshallS office 

In response to the request of the Huntley police De
partment, the state Fire Marshal's office conducted an in
vestigation into the accident. According to a repor~ by 
State Fire Marshal Harry P. Schaefer, he, Gus Mazzone 
(ArSOn Investigator for the State Fire Marshall, and Detec
tive Elof BorgeSOn of the McHenry county Sheriff's police 
interviewed Anthony cartolano at the New Melrose Firew6rks 
Display Company in Huntley, on June 1, 1973. 

Cartolano told the investigators that he purchased the 
property, which was formerly known as the carpentersville 
Fireworks Company, from Barbara Maretti in February, 1973. 
Barbara Maretti sold the company to cartolano because her 
husband, the former, owner, had died. 

Cartolano showed the investigators eight permits for 
explosives storage (numbers 1717 through 1724) issued by 
the Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals on March 27, 
1973. Cartolano also said that the plant had been inspected 
by a representative of the state Fire Marshalls office on 
May 17, 1972, and some violations had been found. Cartolano 
did not have a list of the violations because he did not own 
the company at that time, he said. The company had been 
reinspected on May 15, 1973, and all but one of the pre
viously found violations had been corrected. Cartolano 
claimed that he was in the process of correcting the final 
violati.on. He said that a steel door on one of the bunkers 
had to be grounded and that'he had already ordered the 

grounding strap. 
Cartolano explained, according to Schaefer's report, 

that the plant closes at 5:00 p.m. and that two vicious 
German Shepherds roam the entire grounds until the plant 

reopens the next day. 
The three investigato~s then interviewed James Chapman, 

13, who lives approximately one block from the fireworks 
plant. James told the investigatOrs that Gary Eicholtz had 
come to his house the evening of May 29th. James and Gary 
then went out to look for bird nests near the fireworks 

plant. 
James said that after they wa.lked to the fireworks 

plant, Gary saw several mortar shells floating in a pond 
of water. Gary dropped his jacket outside the fence, climbed 
over the fence, grabbed one of the shells, about the size of 
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a voll~y ball, climbed back shell ~n his jacket, and wen~v~r the fence, wrapped the 
not t~ ~nter the propert of ome: James had told Gar 
,two v,c,ous dogs roamed lhe gthe ~'reworks company beca~se 
told the investigators that w~oun s at night. James also 
~hell, Gary's mother told h' en Gary arrived home wj~h th J. t. J.m to take it back where - '., e he got 

Gus Mazzone also submitted concerning ,the June 1st inte ,a report, dated June 4 1973 
:eported that Cartolano saidr~,ew of Cartolano. Mazzo~e ' 
t~7~arc~, 1973, but had been u:i~~r~hased the Huntley plant 

, ~ en hJ.s former plant i pace at the plant since 
explosJ.ons, to manufacture f,n Orland ~ark was leveled by J.rewor:< 5 dJ.splays. 

Cartolano told th' , perm~ts for his eight !aJ.nv~stJ.gators that he was issued 
~~ M~ne~ ~nd Minerals ing~~~~~s ~~7~he ~llinois Department 

e aCJ.lJ.ty from Barbara Maretti. ' w en he purchased 

The investigators ' works plant. Mazzone r~nspec~ed the grounds of the fire-

~~~i~~~e~heflls are disca~~~~e~s~~tt~h~op~ndtoff water where 
ence. Cartola ee rom the 

she~ls float in the watern~o~old the investigators that the 
comJ.ng sufficiently waterloo one tO,two days before be
burned only five to t f _ged to sJ.nk. Also trash ' en eet from the d' ' J.S J.sposal area. 

t Mazzone observed that the ' t~a~hehdumllP area ~s obscur~d byv~e~Ufkrom the main building 
s e s floatJ.n ' I n ere He also r 

outside the fence. 9 T~n 'che pond a:e clearly visible e~~rted 
be si~ple for someone ~~' ~ven dur,ng work hours it wo~~~ 
unnotJ.ced, take a shell h an~ olver the fence, completely , •. ~, eave. 

Mazzone closed hi ' , , not,involved. Howevers J.nv:stJ.gation because arson was 
offJ.ce reinspect the c~m~:n;~commended that the Fire Marshal's 

4. Conclusions 

The Commission reco ' at least part' 11 gnJ.zes that the E,icholtz boys are 
1 J.a y to blame f th' ' ess, the Commiss' . b' or eJ.r in] uries'. Neverthe-
for th ' J.on elJ.eves that mu h f severa~ acmdent rests on Anthony car~olo the responsibility 
un mortar shells; extremel ana. Cartolano left 
to g~~yrded in an area p'lainly 'vi;i~~~ger~us e~plosive devices one. an easJ.ly accessible 
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, . ni.tored a fireworks display 
commission inves.t~gators z:to 1 Company of Huntley, 

by the New Melrose Fireworks tD~~~t~~estern University's 
Illinois, on July 4, 1973, a th cjty of Evanston. Three 
Dyche Stadium, sponsored by e l'~old large aerial shells 

, d by New Melrose, {l 'b .' d 
teenagers, h~re tar tubes part~ally ur~e , 
to be droppedtntof~:~a~h~~rpicture was taken th~lb~Yd~~iS_ 
nearby. Short yak d to the ground after a she a 
the center was knoc e , , 
fired, but miraculously escaped ~nJury. 
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Chapter 2 

MONITORING OF FIREWORKS DISPLAYS ON JULY 4, 1974 

The first operative clause of House Resolution 414 
instructed the Commission to monitor all patriotic fireworks 
displays in celebration of Independence Day, July 4, 1973. 

After consulting with the office of the State Fire 
Marshall, we concluded that because of our limited staff 
it would be impossible to accomplish our monitoring objective 
without the assistance of every fire department throughout 
the State of Illinois. 

Accordingly, we immediately drafted a questionnaire 
and sent it to all the fire departments in Illinois, precise
ly 1,164. The questionnaire was designed to achieve our 
monitoring objective, with the assistance of these fire 
departments throughout the state. We requested these fire 
departmen.ts to have at least one man att.end every fireworks 
display scheduled for their respective area. Additionally, 
so that neither life nor property be jeopardized by any 
failure of the display's operators to observe proper safety 
precautions, those men so assigned, were encouraged to 
exercise their department's authority to: 

1. Either order the removal of, or 
2. Effect the necessary remedial action to correct 

any observed fire hazardous conditions. 

Our questionnaire further requested pertinent information 
relative to: 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 

The location of the fireworks display; 
The designated official assigned to monitor the 
display; 
The sponsor of the display; 
The individual departments inspection and approval 
of the proposed site; 
Verification of an operator's permit being obtained 
from the local authorities; 
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6. The operator of the display; and 
,7. The dealer wh6 supplied the fireworks and the 

quantity supplied. 

We also requested that at the conclusion of displays, 
information be furnished us concerning any accident~ that 
may have been caused by displays, description of any city 
and-or county fire code ordinance violations, and identify
ing details of all persons either arrested or cited during 

those displays. 

We believed that with the full cooperation of all fire 
departments concerned, the data we were subsequently to re
ceive would provide us with sufficient material to give us 
an overview of all fireworks displays held within the state 

on July 4, 1973. 

From that mailing we received a total of 506 returns 
or approximately 43 per cent of all departments originally 
contacted. Of those 506 departments that returned our ques
tionnaires, 257 indicated that displays were, in fact held, 
while the remaining 259 had nO such fireworks display'. This 
amounted to approximately 51 per cent of responding depart-
ments indicating that displays were, in fact, held. 

Among those departments that indicated displays were 
held, l~ were staged without a permit being obtained from 
the local authorities. Additionally, in 10 cases the pro
posed display sites were not inspected by the area fire 

departments. 

Another area of interest to us was that of injuries 
resulting from those displays. only two departments recorded 
such incidents, with a total <;>f six persons injured. All of 
.those injuries were superficial and needed nothing more than 
treatment at the scene. Those injuries were due primarilY 
to debris falling into the spectators area. In one instance, 
the fi.re department of, Elmhurst. Illinois, stopped their dis
play temporarily because of falling debris. prior to con
tinuing the display, test firings were made to bring it 
into safety limits. Because of strong winds, debris still 
fell into the spectators area and the Elmhurst Fi~e Depart
ment cancelled the remaining portion of that display. 

- 66 -

/i 

So that we might get ' d' 1 some f~rst h d ~sp ays, Commission Inve'sti at - an knowledge of these 
~hows. Investigator Thomas ~ ors pe:sonally monitored three 
.~n Park Ridge, Illinois. Tha:m~~~n v~ewe~ the display held 
ly one,hour and was also monitored

Play 
lasted for approximate-

Park R~dge Fire Department F' by several members of the 
fighting equipment were 10· t ~re extinguishers and fire 
was a station for first_ai~ate at the display scene as 
was ignited without incident rea~m~nt. While the di~play 
debris from the exploded mate~: ~nJu:y, ,we did notice some 
spectators area. ~a dr~ft~ng back into the 

Another display.was also ; ' Mr. Roger sutton an Inve t' v_ewed ~n Tower Lake Illinois. 
shall's office, ~ssigned ~o~~~~or with the State Fire Mar
that display. Similarly ther staff, was on hand to view 
at this display. Normal'safet

e 
were nO,incidents or injuries 

and the required permit was Ob~ ~recaut~ons were observed 
the show. The only problem rel:~ned prio: tO,the firing of 
absence of police to contain th ed to th~s d~splay was the 
a few persons approaching the f~ ~rowd. This resulted in 
to where the shells were being l~r~ng area·, and being too close 

aunched •. 

Finally, the third d' John W. Bavlor and Ch' f ~splay was viewed by Investigator 
display - ~e Investigator Ho d was shot off at Dyche t' war o. Roos. That 
and was monitored b th S ad~um, Evanston Ill' , Y e Evanston F' ' 1n01s, . 1re Prevention Bureau. 

While viewing that d' 
which partially detonated1~;iay, ,we noted one sky rocket 
area. That shell fell back ,y t f1fty feet above the launch 
ploded only 20 to 30 feet f 1n 0 the launch area and ex
kno,cked to the ground from ~~m the two, workers. They were 
After the show they were ta e conCUSS10n of the explosion 
concussion injuries but wer~e~t to the hospital for possibl~ a er released. 

There were four bo ' tors at Dyche Stadium. y;h:ss~:ting ~he adult display opera-
years of age At Ch' f Y nged 1n age from 14 to 19 
out • 18 Investigat R revealing his identity th ~r oos· request, but with-
graph taken by one of our ~ es~. oys posed for a photo-

1nvest1gators. 
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It is appalling to ~hink that such young boys would be 
hired to undertake such a dangerous job without the expertise 
that should be required. 

The mortar area of the display was enclosed by an 8 
foot cyclone. fence at a distance of some 400 feet from the 
spectators area. We gained unchallenged access to this area 
and subsequently notified the Northwestern University Secu~ 
rity Guards, at which time a guard was assigned to the f~nce's 
gate to prevent any further unauthorized entry. 

The ground display was some 200 feet from the spectators 
area and was sectioned off, and guarded against the public's 
unauthorized entry. 

The three displays all had the required permits and 
were properly monitored by appropriate fire department 
personnel. 

By way of contrast, following is some background on 
a display which was held without a permit and without prior 
knowledge of the proper filce department. 

This display, which lasted approximately 1 and 1/2 
hours, was ignited in an unincorporat,ed area on the east edge 
of the Downers Grove EstatEl Fire Protection District. This 
particular area is served by the Downers Grove Estates Fire 
Department and the DuPage County Sheriff's Police Depart
ment. Inquiry of both of these departments revealed that 
neither of them had any prior knowledge of the display, nor 
a request for such a display. 

We then established that one Joseph M. Waz set up and 
ignited this display. In checking the background of Waz, 
we determined that he had an extensive criminal record dat
ing back to 1946, \.vhich included arrests for robbery, armed 
robbery, and burglary. On four separate occasions he was 
convicted and sentenced to prison. 

Thou1.jh they had not prior knowledge of the display, 
we subsequently identified two volunteer firemen from Downers 
Grove who were in attendance at this display~ Arriving 
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at the Scene b h 
in sett' y appen-chance they 

~ng off his d' 1 ' gave a ' 
wa ~sp ay ad' ss~stance to Waz s made by th n ~n crowd 
obtained. and e~ as to Whether or not a Control. No inqUiry 

, I , ~n fact th h permit had b 
one was necessar ,ey ad no direct een 
for that y. Waz, himself ' knOwledge that 

same department. ' ~s an honorary fireman 

Waz is a resid t 
the site of the di e~ of ~estmont, IllinOis 1 
Investigators that s~ ay wh~ch he ignited ,ocated nearby 
at the same 1 ,e had been settin • Waz told CommiSSion 
di 1 ' ocat~on for the g off fireworks shows 

sp ay ~tems he incl past four years 
boxes of M-80's W uded for his show Wa h Among various 
to obtain a per~'t ;z openly admitted ~hatZh ad several 

~ or the display. e made no attempt 

10cal
He 

further stated that he r ' 
1 people to put on th ece~ved contribut' 
ast year he intended t de Show, adding that th' ~ons from 

no long' 0 0 so H' ~s was the 
neighbO;~o~~tc~~l~j;e~f t~e~e ~how~Sw:!l:~:dr::cision to 

,to be caused b ng ~nJured. He u t of a 
h' Y the child " aSsumed that . , 
~s demonstrat' p~ck~ng up add 1 ~nJury 

~on. u eft over from 

We Subsequ tl 
that Wa h en y learned from 

Z ad been pu h a confidential source 
"Wild Billlf Szu"'t r~ asing his M-80's th 
Szustowski ,~owsk~. Waz last ur rough William 
$1,400.00 w~~:~ngfMa~ of 1973. Th~t ;~;S~d fireworks from 
M-80's 0 f~reworks whi h' case was for 

• I C ~nclUded 36 cases of 

Our survey , 
learned th was s~gnificant fo 
not respon~:nma~y f~re districts r;f~::~r:l reasons. We 
Although 't g ~ e~ther our first 0 cooperate by 

~ was ~mp 'b or second ' 
present at the h ~oss~ Ie for our invest' quest~onnaire. 
diSPlay unareds of other F ~gators to be 

s, we are al t ourth of Jul f' 
Used at d' 1 mos certain that y ~reworks 
there wer~sp ays elsewhere in the Sta;qny other boys were 
to boys a many unreported and POSSible. F~r all we know 
handling' s wel~ as adUlts, with ~ ser~ous injuries 

explos~ves. no pr~or experience in 
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Fireworks, Bootleggers 
DISTRIBUTORS 

_Thomas S. Sca~arl 
MJ Stanton, Missourt 

•

William R. Szustowski 

· Toledo, Ohio 

~1l Gregory F. G~rzelanny 
fl:Jl Chicago, IIIinots 

,'< Robert A. Deland, Jr. 
· •. { Bloomington, Illinois 

Joseph F. Pavone 
Chicago, Illinois 

Manufacturers & Wholesalers 

Acme SpecialtieS Corp. 
River Grove, Illinois 
New Melrose Fireworks 

Display Co. 
Huntley, Illinois 
Miller Fireworks Co. 
Holland, Ohio 
Worldwide Fireworks Co. 

Illinois 

· . sand out-of-s'cate in
and companies in ~ll~n~~s including M-80's 

pe~sons bootlegging of f~rewo , sons. M-80's are 
volved ~n the

l 
ft of list of names of per. g approximately 

shown to the ~ in red paper tubes me~~~r~nwiCk l~ inches 
usually encase k' ch in diameter, w~ 
l~ inches long, 2 ~n 
long. 
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Chapter 3 

FIREWORKS BOOTLEGGING 

A. Introduction 

The bootleg traffic of fireworks in Illinois involves 
hundreds of people and retail sales of several million dol
lars annually. When we first started to investigate this 
traffic, we believed that most of these fireworks were being 
brought into Illinois from States such as Missouri where 
fireworks are legal. This initial assumption proved to be 
false. 

The general public is unaware of the fact that this 
bootleg traffic is a serious problem. Prior to the incep
tion of our Commission's investigation we, too, shared this 
ignorance. 

We were aware that large quant.ities of fi.;ceworks are 
illegally possessed and ignited by numerous Illinuis citizens. 
We ori.ginally thought that these fireworks were being brought 
into Illinois by returning vacationers who had passed through 
States where fireworks are legal. To be sure, many fireworks 
flow into Illinois in this way. Howeve·r, we soon discovered 
that the bulk of the illegal fireworks have come from boot
leggrers. 

We have been able to identify a few of these organized 
firE~works bootlegging-groups, including manufacturers, major 
and minor distributors. The trafficking of these bootleg 
fireworks is handled by hundreds of people who have will
fully conspired to violate the laws of this State and the 
laws of the Federal government. 

We discovered an entire network of distributors who im
port fireworks from other States, but, who, for the most 
part, purchase fireworks illegally from companies here in 
Illinois. These major distributors then sell fireworks 
wholesale to other distributors. Generally, there is a mark 
up of 100% when fireworks are resold. 
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The smaller distributors may have up to 100 retail 
customers. Again, the mark up is approximately 100%. 

These customers either use the fireworks themselves or 
sell them to their friends, with the mark up in price usually 
being 100%. 

The types of fireworks distributed in this traffic are 
primarily the Class C fireworks, which are legal in some 
sta·tes, and the M-80 firecrackers, which have recently been 
outlawed by the federal government. The source of the 
Class C fireworks are companies who also deal legitimately 
in fireworks. 

Within the past year, the major source of 1I1-80's has 
been clandestine manufacturing plants operating in Missouri 
and Ohio. 

The major bootleg distributors of fireworks purchase 
Class C fireworks frcm the fireworks companies, and also 
purchase cases of M-80's, containing approximately 1,400 
M-80's per case, from clandestine manufacturers. When major 
bootleg distributors sell fireworks to minor distributors, 
the M-80's are used as an inducement for minor distributors 
to purchase more Class C fireworks. The reason for this is 
that M-80's are scarce, but in great demand. 

For example, in order for a minor distributor to get a 
case of M-80 1 s he is required to purchase from $300 to $500 
worth of Cla.ss C fireworks. Therefore, since the mark up 
on the Class C fireworks is at least 100%, the distributor 
can make more money. 

The minor distributor also uses M-80's as a "tie-in" 
device to sell more Class C Fireworks. E'or example, he re
quires his customers to purchase at least 50 or so dollars 
worth of Class C fireworks in order for the customer to get 
two or three half-gross boxes of M-80's. 

To best illustrate the huge profits 'derived in the 
bootlegging of M-80's, $10,000 of M-80's sold by the manu
facturer, are eventually sold on the street, at re~a.il, for 
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Representative Horace L. Calvo y whose questions to 
Commission investigator Thomas R. Hampson produced an 
account of the bootleg fireworks traffic in intrastate 
and interstate commerce. 
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I approximately $75,000. 

Most of this bootlegging activity in Illinois is re
stricted to the greater Chicago area. We have not estab
lished any direct involvement of organized crime in this 
bootleg traffic, although we do have an uncorroborated 
allegation that one fireworks company in the greater Chicago 

area claims to have connections with the mob. 

What is particularly vicious about this bootleg traffic 
is that unauthorized persons, including youngsters, are buy
ing these dangerouS commodities, particularly M-80's, that 
can and have resulted in deaths and serious injuries. It 
is apparent that greedy bootleg traffickers have more respect 

for the dollar than for human lives. 

The antiquated Illinois fireworks laws do not provide 
adequate penalties to effectively suppress this bootleg 
traffic. In fact, the enforcement of the existing Illinois 
laws against these bootleggers is practically nil and leaves 

very much to be desired. 

We will attempt to explain in more detail just how this 
bootleg traffic functions and identify some of the manufac
turers, wholesalers and distributors involved in this deadly 

traffic. 
our explanation of this bootleg traffic will be limited 

to four ostensibly legitimate fireworks companies and to the 
five individuals we have identified as being most involved. 

We will also furnish details concerning specific under

cover cases conducted by commission investigators. 

B. Manufacturers and Wholesalers .. 

Of all the various sources of bootleg fireworks, the 
four companies who emerged as the major sources, at least 
for the Chicagoland area, are: (1) the Miller Fireworks 
company in Holland, Ohio, owned by John F. Miller; (2) the 
New Melrose Fireworks Display company in Huntley, Illinois, 
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According to our illformation Anthony Cartolano, the 
ownel7, has a monopoly o~er fireworks ,sales in the Bridgeport 
and Chinato~~ areas of Chicago. His distributors allegedly 
maintain this monopoly through the use o,f strong arm tactics. 
Cartolano also sells fireworks to other distributors as long 
as they agree not to try to resell them in the Chinatown or 

Bridgeport sections of Chicago. 

In relation to previous years, cartolano' s involvement 
in the bootleg traffic of fireworks was fairly light in 
1973. The explosion that leveled his plant in orland park 
in 1972 disrupted his operations. However, according to 
our informants, cartolano plans to resume full scale bootleg 

trafficking in the future. 

As was the case with Miller Fireworks company, Carto
lano's company also deals in both the Class B, M-80's, and 
the Class C fireworks. Before his plant in Orland park ex
ploded, Cartolano was the primary supplier of M-80's in the 
Midwest. The records that we have concerning Cartolano's 
manufacture of these M-80's over one short period of time 
provided us with a good deal of insight into the scale of 

his operations. 

Between December 13, 1971, and January 26, 1972, Carto
lano purchased 2,597,000 M-80 tubes from the Ohio Can Company 
in Cleveland, Ohio. We also know that these tubes were used 
to manufacture M-80 salutes; and that approximately eight of 
cartolano's employees were engaged solely in their manufac
ture. This number of tUbes would represent over 1,800 cases 
of finished M-80's for which Cartolano would have received 
in excess of $70,000. The estimated street value of these 
M-80's would have exceeded a half a million dollars. 

A large quantity of these M-80's were destroyed in the 
March, 1972, explosion; but many did reach the street. Not 
all of M-80's were destined for the Chicagoland market; some 
were earmarked for other Midwestern cities. Based on our in
vestigation of cartolano' s activities, we think that in 1972 
he planned to produce between 2,500 and 3,500 cases of M-80's 
with a street value of between three quarters of a million 

and a million dollars. 
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known as IIWild Bill, II Thomas S. Seaman, Gregory F. Gorze
lanny, Joseph F. Pavone and Robert A. Deland, Jr. 

, 

, The modus operandi of bootleg traffickers is similar. 
Distributors place their orders with manufacturers and 
wholesalers. Distributors then arrange to accept deliveries 
at the sellers' addresses. The distributors lease trucks 
in which the merchandise is loaded for transportation -to 
their garages or warehouses in the Chicago area. 

Transactions between the manufacturers and wholesalers, 
on the one hand, and the distributors on the other hand, are 
'always on a cash basis. There are seldom any receipts or 
invoices. Therefore, we strongly suspect that profits from 
these bootleg fireworks activities are not reported on either 
State or federal income tax returns. 

2. William R. Szustowski 

William R. Szustowski, known in the trade as IIWild 
Bill," is probably the most important fireworks bootlegger 
in recent times. He first started this bootleg traffic in 
the late 1950's. He formerly resided in Chicago but later 
moved to Ohio. 

While he was still a resident of Chicago he was buying 
large quantities of fireworks from manufacturers and whole
salers in Ohio and then transporting them back to Chicago 
for 'sale to other distributors. The Miller Fireworks Com
pany of Chicago soon became his principal supplier. Even
tually IIWild Bilill moved his domicile to Ohio, simultaneously 
becoming the primary agent in the Chicago area for the Miller 
Fireworks Company. 

Szustowski's bootleg fireworks commerce was usually 
restricted to the two month period prior to the Fourth of 
July of each year. In 1971 his modus operandi changed. In
stead of making deliveries to many Chicago area distributors, 
Szustowski now delivered fireworks to only a few selected 
individuals in the Chicago area. During 1971 and 1972 
Thomas S. Scaman became Szustowski's single largest outlet. 
In 1973 Roger Devries of Palos Hills, Illinois, replaced 
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Scam~n as Szustowski's principal outlet. 

For the entire time that Szustowski has been engaged 
in this activity he sold both Class C fireworks as well as 
the more dangerous Class B fireworks, consJsting of .M-80' s, 
cherry bombs, and silver salutes. 

3. Thomas S. Scaman 

Thomas S. Scaman is another fireworks bootlegger. His 
brother Robert has long been associated with him in this 
traffic. Thomas S. Scaman formerly resided in Downers Grove 
but now resides in stanton, Missouri. 

Because of various difficulties Szustowski has had with 
federal authorities within the past two years, in connection 
wi·th the counterfeit dollar and other rackets, he has had to 
materially curb his bootleg fireworks activities. We think 
he has been replaced by Thomas S. Scaman as the top bootleg 
disbributor of fireworks to Illinois. 

We were unable to determine precisely when Thomas S. 
Scaman first started his bootlegging of fireworks, but it 
appears it was several years ago. Until about 1972 Scaman's 
fireworks suppliers were Szustowski and the Miller Fireworks 
Company of Ohio. At that time Scaman became his own supplier. 
He purchased a farm in stanton, Missouri and with some tech
nical assistance from Miller, set up a clandestine M-80 man
ufacturing plant on that farm. 

In order to give the semblance of legi:l;:irriacy, Scaman 
formed a company named Apollo of the Ozarks and filed papers 
of incorporation in Missouri. The stated purpose of the 
corporation was to manufacture and deal in fireworks, pre
sumably the Class C type, including legal M-80 smoke bombs. 

Covertly, however, Scaman began the clandestine manufac
ture of M-80's which, starting from September, 1973, became 
his principal business. According to a reliable source of 
information Scaman manufactured approximately four cases of 
illegal M-80 salutes for every case of legal M-80 smoke 
bombs. 
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In an apparent effort to legitimatize some of his 
activities, and cloak his illegal M-80 manufacturing, Scaman 
applied for a federal license to manufacture and sell legal 
M-80 smoke bombs and other Class C explosives. As yet he 
has not received this license because he is still under in
vestigation by the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms DivIsion 
of the united states Treasury Department. 

In addition to his own illegal M-80 operation, Scaman 
was purchasing 'chemicals for three other individuals located 
in different areas in Missouri. Scaman also provided these 
men with technicai assistance in the illegal manufacture of 
M-80 salutes, in violation of federal law. 

Since Scaman did not possess a federal license to man
ufacture explosives, he altered the formula normally used to 
manufacture M-80's. Rather than use potassium perchlorate 
as one of the ingredients, he used potassium nitrate. There
fore, all the ingredients for his M-80 salutes - aluminum 
powder - potassium nitrate - sulphur - could be purchased 
without any Federal license. 

When Scaman firs·t started his operation in stanton, 
in September, 1972, he was manufacturing approximately 35 
cases of M-80 salutes per week. By February of that year 
he was manufacturing 100 cases per week. Although we do 
not know precisely how many total cases of M-80 salutes 
Scaman manufactured, we have located the records of his tube 
purchases from two companies. These tubes are used to en
case the M-80 salutes. 

petween December 4, 1972, and February 2, 1973, Scaman 
purchased 1,527,500 tubes from the Jonesville Paper Tube 
corporation in Missouri. He also purchased 1,341,000 tubes 
from R. T. C. Industries in Chicago between May 22 and June 
13, 1973. Bqsed on our estimate that approximately 80% of 
these tubes were used for the manufacture of M-80 salutes, 
we believe that Scaman manufactured at least 1,600 cases of 
these salutes during the past year. However, since there 
is a large gap between the dates he last purchased from 
Jonesville Paper Company and the date he began purchasing 
tubes from R. T. C. Industries, and because we know he was 
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manufacturing M-80' s as ,early as September of 1972, we 
believe that Seaman's total manufacture of M-80 salutes 
exceeded 2,500 cases. 

Scaman sold these M-80 salutes to customers both in 
the Chicago area and in other areas of the South and- Mid
west. Based on the average price he charged for M-80 
salutes, we believe that Scaman's gross sales were $125,000. 
The street value of this volume exceeds three quarters of 
a million dollars. 

4. Gregory F. Gorzelanny 

Another major distributor in the Chicago area is 
Gregory Gorzelanny who has been an active fireworks boot
legger sinc~ 1965. He was arrested on June 26, 1973, by 
the Chicago Police for the illegal sale of fireworks to an 
undercover officer. The Police seized over 140 cases of 
fireworks in Gorzelanny's garage. 

Gorzelanny told us that he averaged between $8,000 and 
$15,000 for two months sales a year. He did claim that had 
he not been arrested he planned on netting about $60,000 
in 1973. 

Gorzelanny has purchased large quantities of fireworks 
from the Miller Fireworks Company of Holland, Ohio, and 
Sunset Fireworks Company of Toledo, Ohio. He has also 
purchased fireworks from the following Illinois companies: 
Worldwide of McHenry; Acme Specialties Corporation of 
River Grove; the New Melrose Fireworks Display Company of 
Huntley; and from a few other minor sources. These pur
chases have included both Class C fireworks and the Class 
B M-80's, cherry bombs and silver salutes. Gorzelanny 
had many local Chicago area retail customers whom he has 
been steadily supplying these past several years. 

For the past two years Gorzelanny's primary source of 
fireworks has been the Worldwide Fireworks Company and Acme 
Specialties Corporation. Since neither of these companies 
handles M-80 salutes, he has purchased them from Mille:t' 
Fireworks Company and more recently from Thomas S. Scaman. 
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5. Joseph F. Pavone 

Joseph F. Pavone. is another major fireworks distributor 
in the Chicago area. Pavone has been in this business for 
at least the last three or four years.' He has purchased 
from Miller's Fireworks Company and Worldwide Fireworks, 
but in the last two years his principal supplier has been 
the Acme Specialties corporation. Pavone has also purchased 
large quantities of M-80's from Thomas S. Scaman. 

In 1971 and 1972 Pavone worked as a truck driver for 
Anthony Cartolano of New Melrose Fireworks Company. During 
that period he was actively involved in the distribution of 
Cartolano's bootleg M-80 salutes production. 

6. Robert A. Deland, Jr. 

Another very large bootleg fireworks distributor is 
Robert A. Deland, Jr., known in the business as Red Deland. 
He has been an active dealer since the mid 1960's. We were 
able to 88tablish that so far this year he has made fireworks 
purchases in excess of $30,000, though we suspect that these 
pur(~hases are much larger. 

Deland's suppliers for Class C fireworks have been 
Acme Specialties of Riv8r Grove, Illinois; Imperial Enter
prises Company of Dayton, Ohio; and Worldwide Fireworks 
Company of McHenry. His illegal M-80 salutes suppliers have 
been the Miller F:Lre"Torks Company of Holland, Ohio; Anthony 
Cartolano's former Melrose Display Fireworks Company of 
Orland Park; and Thomas S. Scaman's Apollo of the Ozarks 
Company. 

D. The Undercover ease Against Elm,er Lee Smith, et al 

On August 3, 1973, Commission Chief Investigator Howard 
O. Roos and Agent John W. Baylor culminated a three week 
undercover investigation of an interstate, illegal bootleg 
firework operation when E;Lmer Lee Smith and Ray Allen Mason 
delivered $2,000 worth of fireworks to them. The defendants 
were arrested in Willow Springs by officers of that Police 
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Phetograph surveillance by the Illinois Bureau of 
Investigation of negotiations between Commission under
cover investigatcr Jchn W. Baylcr (back to. camera) and 
firewcrks bcctlegger Elmer Lee Smith, culminating in the 
arrest cf Smith and Ray Allen Mascn en August 3, 1973, at 
Willcw Springs, Illinois, and the seizure cf 300 pcunds 
of explosive fireworks transpcrted frcm Ohio. in Smith's 
panel truck. 
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A Night Shell, one of 196 aerial shells confiscated from bootleg fireworks 
traffickers Elmer Lee Smith and Ray Allen Mason on August 3, 1973, at Willow Springs, 
Illinois. 

When ignited it produces a single explosion (one break) accompanied by a colored 
display. This Clas:3 B firework was imported from Japan by Thomas Farrow, operator 
of Professional Pyrotechnics, Inc. of Holland, Ohio, Smith's source of supply. 
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A Star Shell, another sample of the 196 aerial shells confiscated from Smith 
and Mason on August 3, 1973, at Willow.Springs, Illinois. 

It produces six separate explosions (six breaks). The shell is dropped into 
a steel mortar tube imbedded in the earth, with the long wick hanging outside, the 
end of which is ignited by the display operator'. 

This Class B shell was probably imported from England by Thomas Farrow, owner 
of Professional pyrotechnics, Inc., of Holland, Ohio. 

"TranSformation Shell," producing six separate explosions, the most expensive 
type purchased by Commission Investigator John Baylor from Smith and Mason, and then confiscated. 

nics 
"the 

It Was probably imported from Spain by Thomas Farrow, Professional Pyrotech
of Holland, Ohio, the Source of SUpply for Elmer Lee Smith who said it was 
most beautiful shell" in the entire delivery of 196 aerial shells. 
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Department and agents of the Illinois Bureau of Investigation. 
The marked money provided by the I.B.I. was recovered at the 
time of the arrests and seizure. 

The seized fireworks consisted of 196 highly explosive 
firework display shells and six iron mortar tubes, ~ inch 
thick, into which the shells are dropped before firing. The 
fireworks were Over 300 pounds in Weight. 

Elmer Lee Smith, a resident of Oak Lawn, Illinois, and 
oft-times transient boarder in Toledo, Ohio, was the princi
pal subject of this Commission's underCover operation de
signed to demonstrate how easily high explosive fireworks 
may be bootlegged and sold on an interstate basis. 

In the early stages of this investigation, it was dis
covered that a primary source of illicit fireworks being 
bootlegged into the Chicago area was the Miller Fireworks 
and Novelty Company of Toledo, Ohio. 

It was determined that any investigation of this illicit 
fireworks' trafficking would best begin· at the hootlegging 
source, namely, Miller's Fireworks Company in Toledo. Con
sequently, the following undercover operation was initiated. 

On the morning of July 14, 1973, Agent Baylor drove to 
the Miller Fireworks and Novelty Company on the outskirts of 
Toledo, Ohio. Posing as John Newlin of Chicago, he met a 
man later identified as Elmer Lee Smith, from whom he said 
he wanted to purchase fireworks. 

Smith did not ask any questions as to who referred the 
Agent to that company, or ask for any other bonafides. 
Smith initially thought the Agent was interested in buying 
small novelty items such as firecrackers and bottle rockets 
but the Agent explained that instead he wanted to arrange 
for a large twenty minute aerial display of the multi
colored starburst shells. 

Agent Baylor gave Smith the cover story that he repre
sented a wealthy Chicago businessman who wanted to conduct 
an aerial fireworks display for a party he was having at 
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suburban country club ~n August 4, 197~i 
a 'd' g h~s willing to pay up to $2,000, prov~ ~n 

and that he was 
guests would be 

well entertained. 

't'7 for a local permit for 
smith mentioned the necess~ 2Agent said that his client 

h d' play and the undercover 
suc a ~s "nd the would not interfere. 
knew ,the local author~t~es ~tate a~d Federal authoritiE?s to 
Smith said the~e wbere

t 
~hsO Agent comtnented that they would 

be cr'lUcerned w~th u e , them 
- f knowing of' any transact~on between • 

have no way 0 

d
' ed the Aifferent sizes and types of aerial 

They ~scuss ~ 'Smith .. ' h' 0 t in general terms. 
shells to be use<:1~nd t e~r cls

l
' t ·show would fire it him-

sa ;d he couldprov~de an exce en ,I all for under 
~ l' b'l'ty ~nsurance, SGlf and provide his own ~a ~ ~ , 

$2,000. 

h ' client would appreciate 
t Baylor told Smith that ~s 

Agen k e arrangement. Smith agreed to 
the convenience of a pac ag d d of the following week, 

11 the Agent in Chicago by We nes ay , 
ca further the details of the d~splay. 
July 18, 1973, to 

twice that week before the Agent ~eturned 
morning July 19th. Smith aga~n men-smith called 

his call on Thursday 
tioned the necessity 
dealing in fireworks 

, ,'III I ve been 
for a display perml.t say~ng, 
for ;ears and they would just love to 

burn me. II 

, ' f the aerial shells and 
~h r than an item~zat~on 0 $2 000 

theirR~~s~·, A~ent Ba~~~~m:~~~;d l~~t~h!~i~~ ~~~:t m~~~ar ~ubes 
he would prov~de app l' b'l'ty insurance, trans-
for firing the display, perso~al ~a ~ ~ 
portation and firing of the f~reworks. 

'nst can-
t d $500 in earnest money aga~ 

Smith also reques e d further ar-
d' 1 The Agent postpone . 

cellation of the ~sp ay. . 21 t saying his client was 
rangements until Saturday, July s, , 
not yet certain of his partyls exact locat~on. 

, th 21st and told him 
The Agent telephoned Sm~th o~ l~ $2 000 on the aerial 

that his client would rather s~en t~bes a~d not pay for 
shells and their necessary mor ar 
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either the liability insurance or Smithls firing fee. 

Smith agreed to this but said that the Agent would have 
to transport the fireworks from Toledo himself. Smith said 
the Agent would need a federal transport permit, but when 
the Agent asked who WQuld know the difference, Smith replied 
probably no one. 

Smith then agreed to transport the fireworks from Toledo, 
Ohio, to a Chicagoland warehouse towards the end of July 
in time for the feigned August 4th display. He stipulated, 
however, that the Agents would haVe to pay him the $2,000 in 
cash. 

On the following Monday, July 23rd, Chief Investigator 
Roos spoke with Organized Crime Group Leader Thomas Schump 
of the Illinqis Bureau of Investigation about t.he proposed 
investigativE~ operation. The LB. I. agreed to arrest Smith 
when and if he delivered the fireworks from Mille:r's, in 
addition to video-taping the entire transaction. 

Later that week, I.B" I. Special Agent David Williams 
located several possible delivery sites in suburban Willow 
Springs. Together with the Willow Springs Chief of police, 
Michael J. Corbitt, and his Administrative Assistant, Joseph 
Hein, we finally selected a warehouse in a remote area on 
Archer Avenue (Illinois 71) in Willow Springs, to minimize 
damages to life and property in the event of an untoward 
accident, given the dangerous nature of fireworks. 

Agent Baylor telephoned Smith on Friday, July 27th, to 
inquire about his anticipated delivery date. He stated that 
first there were several forms that \would have to be filled 
out to legalize his delivery. He also needed the Agent IS 

clientls name and the warehouse address. 

Smith was informed that the client was Howard Sexton, 
(Chief Investigator Roosl undercover identity at the time,) 
and gave him the address of the warehouse in willow springs. 
Smith said that he would call Agent Baylor on Monday, July 
30th, to arrange a meeting for executing the delivery forms. 
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smith did not calL again until Thursday afternoon, 
August 2nd. He said he was at Miller's Fireworks in Toledo 
and that he had the necessary Fede~al forms with him. How
ever, he said that if the Agent did not want to apply for 
a local fireworks permit, he 'would have to transport the 
fireworks himself. Agent Baylor replied that that would 

be impossible. 

Smith said the only other way he could protect himself 
would be to forge sexton's signature to a User's permit. 
He explained that he was considering becoming a fireworks' 
manufacturer himself and that consequently he had to be 
very careful with any new customers. Agent Baylor told 
Smith 'he would' check with Sexton and call him back. 

Later, Baylor telephoned Smith and told him to do what
ever he had to, but to deliver the fireworks on Friday, 
August 3rd, for $2,000 cash. He said, "0. K., I'll make 

out a phoney bill of sale. II 

Smith called the Agent the next morning and said he 
was ready to deliver. He explained 'that he did not have 
exactly the shells he had hoped for, but that he had brought 
196 shells, including 99 of the larger variety. He said he 
would refund $250 of our $2,OOO,when we returned his mortar 
tubes. Baylor agreed to meet at the warehouse at 3:00 p.m. 

that afternoon. 

Later that morning Chief Investigator RooS and Agent 
Baylor met with special Agent Thomas Biebel of the I.B.I. 
to finalize plans for the videotaping and the anticipated 
arrest to be effected that afternoon upon Smith's delivery 

of the fireworks. 

Early that afternoon Chief Investigator ROOSt commis
sion Investigators Baylor and Thomas Hampson rendezvoused 
with representatives of both the I.B. I. and the Willow 
Springs police Department oehind a large Willow Springs chem-
ical plan~: where final personnel assignments were made. 

The I.B.I. videotaping crew, filming from the inside 
of a vintage mobile camper, ~Nas situate'd in a tavern parking 
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see T e remaini I lot adjacent to the warehou h 
as well as the Willow Sprin . - ng .B.I. agents, 
stationed themselves in a l~: !Ol~Ce Department officers, 
,the warehouse. g c~rcular pattern surrounding 

Smith arrived at the warehouse . at 3:40 p m He ~n a Ford Econoline auto 
.• was accompanied by . d' , 

quently identified R an ~n ~v~dual, subse-
as ay Allen Mason of Ch' 

off-load the fireworks and th ~cago, who helped e mortar tubes. 

, Chief Investigator Roos and Agent Ba lor Sm~th about the fireworks while y spoke with 
the truck into the wareh Mason transferred them from 

ouse. Smith produ d 
of sale for the fireworks (h" ce a phoney bill 
now holds in evidentiary' ,w t d~Ch I.B.I. later seized and 

cus 0 y.) 

The undercover Investigators opened 
cartons and generally inspected its conte~~: of the fireworks 
were a full six inches in diameter and b . The shells 
the name ~rof~ssional pyrotechnics on th~~~ red labels with 
Pyrotechn~cs ~s co-located with Miller' . Professional 
qwned and operated b:y" a Thomas Farrow OSf in Toledo and is Madison, Wisconsin. 

Finishing their cursor' , gave Smith $2 000 "h ,y ~nspect~onr" the Investigato ..... ~ 
, cas wh~ch S 'th ~~ 

before pocketing. (Th~ I B m~ pro~eeded to count twice 
money earlier after re d· ,.I. had prov~ded Roos with the 

cor ~ng the' d' 'd on each bill.) In ~v~ ual serial numbers 

Hands were shaken (:3,11 a ' boarded their van and d'~. round before Sm~th and Mason 
naled the videotapi~g epar~ed. At this point, Roos sig
cers to effect th' crew 0 alert the pre-stationed offi-

e~r arrest and recover the"- .', d t' money. I ,'e(v~ en ~ary 

with S 'th m~ and Mason in custod d ' 
ered, the fireworks and m . ttY an the $2,000 recov-
Commission vehicle f r or ar ub~~were loaded into a 
Air Station where thor _ransportat~o~ to, the Glenview Naval 
ordnance section bun~~r:~re secured ~n one of the Base's' 

The facts concerning th' , ~s ~nvestigation w~5e furnished 

::. 
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to the Cook County State/s Attorney •. However, it was later 
decided to drop the prosecution there and initiate prosecu
tion in federal court. The files were made available to 
the Chicago office of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms of .,the United States Treasury Department. 

E. The Undercover Case Against Anthony T. Cartolano 

Illinois law only permits the sale of fireworks to a 
person who intends to put on a display and who has a permit 
from 'the local authorities where the fireworks are to be 
displayed. 

On June 28, 1973, Chief Investigator Hov-.Tard Roos and 
Agent Tom Hampson concluded an undercover investigation with 
the purchase of $115 of fireworks from Anthony T. Cartolano, 
the owner of the New Melrose Fireworks Display Company in 
Huntley, Illinois. 

Cartolano knowingly sold fireworks to Commission Agents 
in flagrant violation of the law. When Cartolano was ap
proached on June 28th he said a signed permit was necessary 
from local authorities in the city where the Agents intended 
to display the fireworks. He gave one of the Agents a blank 
permit. Within an hour Agent Hampson returned with the per
mit signed by Chief Investigator Roos, using' the fictitious 
name of Donald J. Trainer from Cairo, (several hundred miles 
away,) in the space provided for the local officer. 

It is noted 'that it was physically impossible for the 
Agents to have made the round trip from Huntley to Cairo 
within one hour, therefore, Cartolano had to know the per
mit \vas a fraud. 

Following' are the circumstances that led to the develop
ment of this case. 

Prior to June 28, 1973 the McHenry County Sheriff's 
Department had notified the Commission that Detective George .... 
Voska of the McHenry County Sheriff'.s Department had made 
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two undercover purchases of fireworks from Anthony Cartolano 
at the New Melrose Fireworks Display Company in Huntley. 
The Commission decided to pursue an independent undercover 
effort against Cartolano. 

Accordingly, the morning of June 18, 1973, Agent Hamp
son drove to Woodstock, Illinois, and met Detective Voska, 
who briefed him about previous purchases. Detective Voska 
drove with Agent Hampson to Huntley. Voska waited outside 
while Agent Hampson entered the premises. 

Hampson told Cartolano he was a friend of George Gib
bons, the undercover name for Detective Voska, and that he 
wished to purchase some fireworks. Cartolano said he was 
unable to sell any fireworks that day because his trailers 
and bunkers had been sealed by court order. Cartolano told 
Hampson to return two days later. 

On June 30 Hampson returned to Huntley for the purpose 
of purchasing fireworks from Anthony Cartolano. Again De
tective Voska accompanied him, but when they arrived at the 
New Melrose Fireworks Company there was no one at the facil
ity. They then started to drive back to Woodstock but as 
they were proceeding along Main street near the center of 
Huntley, they noticed Cartolano's Cadillac automobile parked 
in front of the Village Inn. 

When they walked into the Village Inn, they noticed 
Cartolano and two of his associates sitting in a booth 
at the rear. Detective Voska and Hampson sat in a booth 
near the front of the restaurant, ordered lunch, ;:tnd waited 
for Cartolano to leave. 

Cartolano and his associates finished eating and left. 
Hampson intercepted Cartolano, drew him off to the side 
where they could speak privately. Hampson asked him again 
if he could purchase a small quantity of fireworks to try 
out. Cartolano informed Hampson that he could not sell any 
fireworks to him that day because his bunkers and trailers 
were still sealed by court order. 

Hampson.then told Cartolano that he was interested in 
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buying a large quantity of fireworks from him and asked him 
if he had enough stock on hand. Cartolano informed Hampson 
that he did, and that he was cert~in he would be able to 

sell him the fireworks the next day. 

subsequently, Hampson telephoned cartolano on 'several 
occasions but was advised that the court seals had still not 
been removed. Finally, on June 27, 1973 Hampson learned 
from the Sheriff's police Department that the seals had 

been finally removed. 

Accordingly, Chief Investigator Roos and Hampson drove 
to Huntley the following day, June 28, 1973. When they 
arrived at cartolano 's Huntley facility, Hampson walked in
to cartolano 's office and after a short wait for him to 
finish with another customer, he told Cartolano that he 
was there to purchase ct small quantity of fireworks, and 
that if the fireworks were satisfactory, he would purchase 

a much larger quantity later. 

cartolano asked Hampson if he had a permit. Hampson 
responded that he did not. Hampson' asked him if it was 
necessary to get a permit just to try the fi:r:eworks out. 
Cartolano said it was necessary, because, "there's a lot 
of heat on me right now, and I don't know who could be 
watching this place. If there is anyone watching and they 
see you haul away a bunch of fireworks, stop you, and find 
that you don't have a permit, they'll close me up again. II 

At that point, Cartolano removed a blank permit from his 
lower right hand desk drawer, handed it to Hampson, and told 

him to fill it out and come back. 

Hampson took the permit and returned to the car. Chief 
Investigator Roos and Hampson conferred for a couple of mo

c 

ments and then Hampson went back into cartolano
's 

office 
and asked him if it made any difference what Sheriff signed 
the permit. cartolano said that it did not, so Hampson 
returned to the car. Chief Investigator RooS and Hampson 
drove to the McHenry county Sheriff'sDepartment at wood-

stock to fill out the permit. 

When they arrived at the Sheriff's Department: they 
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filled out the permit' , 
County, as the place w~:~~g ca~r~, Illinois, in Alexander 
They used the fict't' the dLsplay was to be held. 

~ ~ous name of H d 
Research Development C ,owar Sexton of U S 
permit was issued Ch~rpforat~on as the person to who~ • ~e Investigat R the 
name Donald J. Trainer as th' ,or oos then signed the 
Trainer is a CQmple~el b e ~ssu~ng officer. Donald J y ogus name. . 

After they filled out th' 4 
Roos and Hampson returned t ~s permit, Chief Investigator 
N 0 Cartolano ' H 

o more than an hour had ass's untley facility. 
lano's plant earlier M p ed s~nce they had left Carto-

h
'l • r. Roos again 't d ' 

w ~ e Hampson enterec th' wa~ ,6 Ln the car H . e offLce to spe k . 
ampson gave him the permit He e ,a with Cartolano. 

stood up. folded the per 't·' xam~ned it thoroughly 
f 11 h' mL ~n half and t ld ' o ow ~m. They went out ' ' 0 Hampson to 
called Bill to get what sLde and Cartolano told a man 
B'll h ever Hampson want d ~ . t at he wanted about $100 e. Hampson told 
wide a variety as pos 'bl worth of fireworks in as 

s~ e so that he could try them out. 

jOine~YH=~;~O~~mec:~~o~~~~ ~:~tgotten,out of the car and 
and Hampson followed Bill t th back ~nto his office. Roos 
were stored. Bill entered ~h e shed where the fireworks 
a variety of shells. After se she~ and began picking out 
out and asked if there was ane!e?t~ng the shells, Bill came 
Hampson said that h d Y h~ng else Hampson needed e nee ed a mortar' h' . 
shells because he d ~d t h ~n w dch to drop the 

~ no ave one f h' 
over to a large neatly stacked 'lou, own. Bill walked 
Hampson a thr~c inch t p~ e of mortars and gave 

mor are 

Bill and Roos took the mort 
car while Hamnson went b k t ar and shells bac~k to the 
fireworks. c~rtolano waacb 0 the office to pay for the 
few minutes in the out 'ds USY,so Hampson had to wait a 
r t s~ e off~ce In th ' e urned from the car and ". e meant~me Mr. ROos 
was f Jo~ned Hampson Wh ree, Ham:pson went into h' f' . en Cartolano 
had given him $100 worth of f~s 0 fLce and told him that Bill 
wanted one of the back d ,Lreworks, and that he also 
He pointed to a small ~~~ d~:~lay kits that Cartolano had. 
and said, "Go ahead and t k

se 
h
J
•
ng 

on a couch in his office 
S15 a e t. at one II add' 
, . Hampson paid Cartolano $1 " ~ng that it cost 
Investigator Roos f :5, Ln the presence of Chief 

, or the 21 dLsplay shells and the Class 
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C backyard display kit which included yarious kinds of 
small fireworks such as sparklers, Roman candles and fire
crackers. 

Upon their return to the Commission's office, the Agents 
inventoried all the fireworks Hampson had purchased from 
Cartolano. The fireworks were subsequently taken to'and 
stored in the munitions bunker at the Glenview Naval Air 
Station for safekeeping. 

Our file on this investigation was also made available 
to the Chicago office of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms of tlle United States Treasury Department. 

F. Cooperation with Federal Authorities 

During the course of our investigation of the bootleg 
fireworks racket we furnished information to the Chicago 
office of the U.S. Treasury Department's Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, (A. T. & F.) concerning interstate 
trafficking activities which indicated possible violation 
of federal laws. 

In August, 1973, we learned that John Miller, owner of 
the Miller Fireworks Company in Holland, Ohio, 'had assisted 
in establishing several clandestine operations to manufac
ture M-80 salutes in various parts of the country, including 
some in the Ozarks, Missouri region of Stanton-·Newburgh
Rolla. 

We furnished this information to the Chicago A. T. 
& F. office who promptly transmitted it to their colleagues 
in St. Louis, Missouri. As a result of that lead, A. T. 
& F. Investigators located the site of a clandestine manufac
turing operation in Rolla, seized a large qua~tity of M-80 
salutes, and arrested Robert Wilson. Subsequently, Wilson 
and one Larry Bradshaw were indicted in Federal court in 
st. Louis, Missouri, for the illegal manufacture of explo
sives. 

It was established that Wilson and Bradshaw were 
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associates of Thomas S 
" caman, Who is n th 
~ntenslve investigation b th ' ow e subject of an 
Al Y e Un~ted St t cohol, Tobacco and F' , a es Bureau of 

~rearms ~n St. Louis. 

Five days after the Rolla 
Chief Investigator Howard R arrest the Commission's 
M" oos and Agent H 
lSsour~ to question Th ampson were in 

P I , omas Scaman in th 
o ~ce authorities. At that time w e presence of State 

A. T. &. F author;t" e offered to give the , . ~ ~es ~n st Lou' th 
offlce, our file informat' . lS, rough their Chicago 
that up until the receiptlO~ on Scaman. We were advised 
cerning clandestine operat~ ou~ original information con-
the A T ~ons In the Ozark t' 
, " & F. Investigators had n ' moun a~ns area, 
lng that situation. 0 prlor knowledge concern-

In addition to furnishin 
evidence and files on th g federal authorities our 

, e undercover ca 
agalnst Elmer Lee Smith t 1 ses we developed 
we also made available ~o e th a , and Anthony T. Ca,rtolano, 
vestigation files and publ' e~ ou~ complete fireworks in-
ther investigation of ~c earlngs transcripts for fur-
f many undeveloped 1 . 
ederal prosecution. eads, and possible 
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...:-w-._ FireworkS Co.: 
WHOLESALER oseo 

New ~Irose DiSPlay 
Fireworks Co.: 
WHOLES~R HUNTlEY 

~oecialtieS Corp.I: ;::)IJ ~ . __ __ a. _ ... ~ 
MANU9Cf\JF61 & WHOl~n vr 
CLASS"'C-QNlY RNERGROVE 

Chapter 4 

FIREWORKS COMPANIES IN ILLINOIS 

A. Introduction 

Another mandate the Commission received pursuant to 
House Resolution 414 was the investigation of the importa
tion, manufacture, transportation and ignition of fireworks 
in Illinois. Therefore, we inquired into the background 
and activities of the Illinois companies involved in these 
functions. 

Up until 1971 the following 12 Illinois companies were 
engaged in one or more of these functions: 

1. Illinois Fireworks Company, Danville, Vermilion 
County; 

2. Liberty Display Fireworks Company, Danville, an 
affiliate of Illinois Fireworks Company; 

3. World Fireworks Company, Danville, another 
affiliate of Illinois Fireworks Company; 

4. New MeJ,rose Fireworks Display Company, Huntley, 
McHenry County, formerly known as the Melrose 
Display Fireworks Company, Orland Park, Cook 
County; 

5. Osco Fireworks Company, Osco, Henry County; 

6. Acme Specialties Company, River Grove, Cook 
County; 

7. Star Fireworks Manufacturing Company, Danville, 
Vermilion County; 

8. Thearle Duffield Fireworks Company, Chicago, 
Cook County; 

9. Carpentersville Fireworks Company, Huntley, 
McHenry County; 
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10. 

11. 

, k Company', pisgah, 
Continental F~rewor s 
M~rgan county; and 

worldwide' Fireworks Company, McHenry, 

McHenry county. 

the following seven companies 
At the present'time only 

are active: 

1.. 
2 . 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

Illinois Fireworks Company; 
Liberty Display Fireworks company; 
world Fireworks company; 
New Melrose Fireworks Display Company; 

Osco Fireworks Company; 
Acme specialties Company; ,and 
star Fireworks Manufactur1ng Company. 

t out of existence in 
The Thearle Duffield Company wen taken over 

1971 
The carpentersville Fireworks company ~asl972 ~he 

. ' 1 Y company 1n . ~ 
by the New Melrose Fireworks D1SP a sumed operations after 

, l' rks company never re , 
cont1nenta F1rewo 1971 'The worldwide F1re-
its plant exploded ~n,MaYl17d' banded after its plant explo
works Company was s1m11ar Y 1S 
sion of June 9, 1973. 

, ' 1 d es not adequately define 
The current Il11n01s aw 0 h f re for the purpose 

t of fireworks T ere 0 , 
the various ypes, t 'the commission will use the 
of discussion of th1s chap er~ k as contained in the 
definitions of the types of f1rew

D
or Srtment of Transporta-

, f the united states epa 
regulat10ns 0 ' f cture 'transportation and 
tion in relation to the manu a , -
storage of fi:r:ewo,rks. 

d' federal law, 
All the other definitions not now use ,1n were taken 

wh 4ch w411 be mentioned in this discuss10n, , and ~ ~ , 1 F' e protect10n 
M d 1 Code devised by the Nat10na 1r d 

from a 0 e . 'h 'h to adopt revise 
g uide those states wh1c W1S , to 

Association to ter 8 of this report we will go 1n 
fireworks laws. In Ch~P M d 1 Code many provisions 

d t '1 conoern1ng that 0 e , 
further e a1 w411 include in its draft of pro-
of which the commission ~ 
posed legislation. 
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Another reason for employing these definitions in this 
report is that fireworks companies in Illinois come under 
the jurisdiction of the federal authorities in certain re
spects, and the designations of Class A, B, and Care 
c'ommonly employed by those companies. 

Class A Explosives, as defined by the United States 
Department of Transportation, are those which possess 
detonating or otherwise maximum hazards, such as dynamite, 
desensitized nitroglycerin, lead azide, fulminate of mercury, 
black powder, blasting caps, and detonating primers. 

Fireworks are any composition or device for the purpose 
of pr9ducing a visible or audible effect by combustion, 
deflagration or detonation. In that context, Illinois fire
works companies do not produce any Class A explosives.' 

Class B Explosives, as defined by the United States 
Department of Transportation, are generally those explosives 
that function by rapid combustion rather than by detonation, 
such as propellant explosives (including some smokeless pro
pellants), and photographic flash powders. Therefore, Class 
B Fireworks are those fire~....,orks designed primarily to pro
duce visible or audible effects by combustion, deflagration, 
or detonation. Class B Fireworks includes, but is not 
limited to, t;y torpedoes, railway torpedoes, firecrackers, 
and salutes that do not qualify as Class C fireworks, exhi
bition di~play pieces, aeroplane flares, illuminating pro
jectiles, incendiary projectiles, incendiary grenades. 

Class B Fireworks also includes smoke projectiles or 
bombs containing expelling charges but without bursting 
charges, flash powders in inner units not exceeding two 
ounces each, flash sheets in interior p~ckages, flash powder 
or spreader cartridges containing not over 72 grains of 
flash powder each. 

The fireworks disp.lays at civic, patriotic, and fraternal 
group events, usually employ Class B fireworks. These are 
the types that are sold by Illinois fireworks companies to 
these groups, and which are usually ignited by employees of 
the fireworks companies, for the visible and audible sa'tis
faction of those persons who attend these group functions. 

- 111 -

" .. "'" , ' 



The united states D'epartment of r,t;']:ansportation defines 
Class'C Explosives to include certain types of manufactured 
articles which contain Class A or ClassB explosives, or 
both, as components, but in restricted quantities. There
fore, Class C Fireworks means fireworks designed pri~arily 
to produce visible effects by combustion. Some of Class C 
fireworks are small devices designed to produce an audibl'~ 
effect, but only when containing two grains or less of 
pyrotechnic composition. Propelling or expelling charges 
consisting of a mixture of sulfur, charcoal and saltpeter 
are not considered as designed to produce audible effects. 

A few Illinois companies also manufacture and sell C 
Class C Fireworks, which are much less dangerous. These 
are the type that theoretically are illegal in Illinois 
when purchased by persons or groups for ignition in 
I1backyards,11 but which practically speaking, nevertheless 
find such usage. 

Class C Fireworks, as classified by the United States 
Bureau of Explosives and regulated by the united State~ De
partment of Transportation, include the following: 

1. Roman candles, not exceeding 10 balls, with total 
pyrotechnic composition not exceeding 20 grams in weight 
and inside tube diameter not exceeding three-eighths inch; 

2. Sky rockets with sticks, total pyrotechnic com
position not exceeding 20 grams in weight, and inside tube 
diameter not exceeding one-half inch; 

3. Helicopter type rockets, total pyrotechnic com
position not exceeding 20 grams in weight, and inside tube 
diameter not exceeding one-half inch; 

4. Cylindrical fountains with total pyrotechnic com
position not exceeding 75 grams in weight, and inside tube 
diameter not exceeding three-fourths inch; 

5. Cone fountains with total pyrotechnic ~omposition 
not exceeding 50 grams each in weight; 
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6. Wheels, with total pyrotechnic composition not ex
ceeding 60 grams for each driver unit or 240 grams for each 
wheel, and with inside tube diameter of driver units not 
exceeding one~half inch; 

7. Illuminating torches and colored fire in any form 
with total pyrotechnic composition not exceeding 100 grams 
each; . 

8. Dipped sticks, the pyrotechnic composition of which 
contain any chlorate or perchlorate not exceeding five grams, 
and all sparklers; 

9. Mines and shells of which the mortar is an integral 
part ll total pyrotechnic composition not exceeding 40 grams 
in weight; 

10. Firecrackers and salutes with casings, and external 
dimensions not exceeding one-and-one-half inches in length, 
or one-quarter inch in diameter, and total explosive compo
sition not exceeding two grains each in weight; and 

11. Novelties consisting of two or more devices enu
merated in Items 1-10 of this definition. 

Fireworks companies in Illinois fall into various cate
gories. Acme Fireworks Company of River Grove, for example, 
manufactures only Class C fireworks. The other companies 
manufacture Class B fireworks principally for sale to groups, 
upon presentation of the proper permits from local authori
ties, (Mayor, Chief of Police, Fire Chief, or the Sheriff in 
instances where there is no such local official.) The fire
works companies will, in most instances, also contract to 
conduct the fireworks displays which includes the ignition 
of such fireworks. 

Some fireworks companies will sell their out-of-town 
customers within and without Illinois packages of fireworks 
which are referred to as "ship-shows." Upon receipt of an 
appropriate permit from the customer, the fireworks compani.es 
ship the fireworks with instructions on how to conduct fire
works displays, including ignition. 

Some Illinois fireworks companies will import Class B 
fireworks from Europe, South America, Africa, Southeast 
Asia, and the Far East where labor and materials are much 
cheaper than this country. The Illinois companies then 
assemble their own fireworks displays, using as components 
the products they purchase from foreign countries. 

- 115 -

.. 



I 

Therefore, any company which either engages in the 
total manufacture of fireworks using domestic ingredients 
entirely, or any company that assembles foreign fireworks, 
will be considered as a manufacturer, both from a legal and 

substantive point of view. 
Historically, fireworks companies in the united States 

have been operated by men who have devoted their entire lives 
to that field. contrary to popular belief, the top fireworks 
experts in the Uni1ted state.s are not of oriental origin. 
Rath~r, they are generally of Italian descent. 

The fact is that the Italians, and not the Chinese, per
fected the techniques of manufacturing aerial shells which, 
when ignited, provide brilliantly colored, perfectly symme
trical air bursts. The manufacturing procedure, the exact 
ingredients, and the proportion of the chemicals used in 
aerial phe1ls are, even today, carefully guarded secrets 
that have been handed down from genera.tion to generation. 

When these Italian craftsmen emigrated to the united 
States they brought their expertise with them and established 
fireworks manufacturing plants throughout the country, and 
raised their children to take over the family businesS. Some 
of these craftsmen eventuaLi .. Y established businesses in 

Illinois. 
Each Illinois company involved in the manufacture, 

storage or sale of fireworks must, according to the Illinois 
Fireworks Act, be registered with the State Fire Marshal. 
our investigation revealed that only four of the 12 companies 
we investigated, had ever applied for or received this cer
tificate of registration, prior to our inquiry. 

The Illinois Fireworks Act also provides that fireworks 
companies shall be inspected. Our investigation diSclosed 
that few of these required inspections were ever made BY the 
state Fire Marshal. In facti more inspections were made 
since our investigation and public hearings than were ever 
made prior to our investigative interest. 

The only other state regulatory supervision of the 
fireworks industry pertains to the licensing of any 
containing explosives, which is the jurisdiction of 
Department of Mines and Minerals. Wherever that department 
was aware of the existence of explosives within a fireworks 
manufacturing plant, appropriate inspections were made. HoW
ever, we learned of some instances where that department was 
unaware of the existence of some fireworks companies that 
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stored explosives until after their plants had exploded. 

B. The Illinois Fireworks Company 

This company ad' works Compa n ltS affiliate v Lib t ' Illi '~ ny, are co-located at 1706 ,er y Dlsplay Fire-
nOl~,. Another aff' 1 ' Klng Stroet D ' Company which' 1 late is World Fire k~ ! anvl11e, , _ lS located at H 1 wor s Dlsplay 

Danvl11e. The latter ege er, about two mil 
fireworks which are di~~~l~~iehandles ~e manufact~~ef~~m 
works Company and Liberty D ,d 1 exc~uslvely to Illinois ....,~ lSP ay Flreworks C £~re-. ompany. 

The sales offices and ' are located in Danvill some mlnor manufacturin f ' , , 
were recemtly moved, to eM· The main manufacturing g aCl1l tles r. Hegeler facilities. operations 

.. This conglomerate had ' ,. P?rCheddu and his brother pltS orlglns in 1919 when Joseph P. 
grants, founded the Illian au~ Porcheddu, both Italian emi-
be.tween these two me a Flreworks Comp"':r1.Y Dis ' P Po h d' n caused them t d' _.. senSlon 

P~ul ~~r~h~~d~si~~~:~e~=h~oIi~in~~s ~~~~;~~k!l~~~~:~y,J~~il~ 
r Flreworks Company. 

The present owners of Ill' , works and World F' lnOlS Fireworks L'b ' L 1reworks are Jo h ' 1 erty F1re-
D~~~~ Danville, and Frederick C s~~r W. Porcheddu, 10 Carriage 
th ,Dan~1~le, the children of J . cheddu, 84 Country Club 

e two orlglnal founders. oseph P. Porcheddu, one of 

During the 1930's and 1 4 ' Paul Porcheddu were each 0 9_0,s Joseph P. Porcheddu and 
~~e:~~~~act~ring prima~il~e~~=~~gBh!~dO~~ firewo:ks company, 
erick C. ~ereO~ePh ~. Porcheddu's sons JO::PshCwdlSPlay type 
b . earn1ng the nec ' . and Fred-
t~S1ness f:om their father an~s~~ry skills of the fireworks 

e operatlon of Illinois F' ey eventually took over lreworks Company. 

In December 1940 ceived " the Illinois F' f' one of the first certif' 1reworks Company re-
~~e;~rks ~lant from the Illin~~:t~: of registration for a 
the st~~~~1on, pursuant to a newly e~:~~~ni of Registration 
ferr ory power to issue thes ,e, aw. In 1951 

f ed to the Illinois State F' e cert1f1cates was trans-
o that year Illinois Firewo lre Marshal, and in November 
cate of registration from th!kFS,COmpany received a certifilre Marshal. 

In 1951, ,Joseph W ~~=iWO~ld Fireworks co;p:~~ i~~~e~!c~ C. Porcheddu bought 
r ast acquisition was made in ~~~6uncle, Paul Porcheddu. . when Joseph W. and 
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Fred~rick c. porcheddu purchased the Liberty Display Fire
works company of Chicagc and moved it to Danville. 

When Joseph P. porcheddu first founded the Illiana 
Fireworks company, the plant was located a considerable 
distance from any populated area. By 1956, however', D,anvill

e 

had grown and the company had become completely surrounded 
by families that had moved to the area. Therefore, in 1957, 
Joseph P. porcheddu purchased a large tract of land formerly 
owned by the Hegeler Zinc Company, and moved most of their 

manufacturing operations to that location. 

on september 21, 1956 the Liberty Display Fireworks 
company received its corporation charter from the Illinois 
Secretary of state. The officers and directors are Frederi~ 
c. porcheddu, his brother Joseph w. porcheddu, and Attorney 
John E. Sebat, 306 Adams Building, Danville, who is the 
Registered Agent for this and the other two corporations. 

The world Fireworks Display company was incorporated 
on october 3, 1951 and the Illinois Fireworks company was 
incorporated on December 30, 1969 by the Illinois secretary 
of state. The officers and directors are the same for these 

two companies as· they are for Liberty. 

By 1969 Joseph P. porcheddu, the original founder, had 
essentially retired with his two sons having effective 
operational control of all three companies. They represent 
the seventh generation of the porcheddu family engaged in 

the fireworks business. 

The porcheddu sons have separated the functions of the 
three, fireworks companies. As previously mentioned, only 
world Fireworks company is involved in the manufacture of 
Class B display fireworks, and some class C fireworks, all 
of which are sold to Liberty Display and Illinois Fireworks 
companies. The latter two firms do no manufacturing, but 
instead wholesale these class B and Class C fireworks, to 
other fireworks companies, or they contract directly with 
civic groupS and other organizations for the conduct of 
fireworks displays. The fireworks are stored primarily 
the Hegeler plant but some are alSo stored at 1706 King 
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in Danville. 

Liberty Display F' Com - ~reworks Comp : pany are engaged in f any and Illinois F' ~mport certain our types of operat' , ~reworks 
iate World Fire;~~: ~f Class B fireworks w~~~~·th!~rst, they 
they sell their own Clompany does not manufacture >~ affil
fireworks, and their ass B fireworks, imported ci econd, 
other united stat f~wn manufactured Class C f' ass B es ~reworks ' ~reworks to 
m~nufacturing capabil't' c~mpan~es that do not h 
.nth civic grou > >es. Thud, they enter ' ave 
works d' 1 ' ps and other organizat' >nto contracts ,~sp ays and demonstratio ~ons to conduct fire-
compan~es provide th ns. In the latter and dis 1 e groups with the f' case the 
the ,P ay crews to conduct the d ~reworks, insurance 
ands~l~:~ com~anies sell packaged ~:~n~=rations. Finally, 
th C f~reworks to indiv'd 1 p ys of both Class B 

e proper permits. ~ ua s or groups who possess 

All three companies are 
Bureau of Alcohol T b properly licensed by , 0 acco and F' the 
States Treasury Department. ~rearms, of the United 

The Illinois State F' it had f ~re Marshal's Off' per ormed periodic ' , ~ce claimed that 
ever, the only corroborat,~nspect~ons of this compan ~ission by the State Fire~~e d~cument supplied to th~·CO~~w-
etter dated April 10 ars al was a carbon co 

Marshall El ' 1972, addressed b D py of a SpringfieldSo~li~ the then State Fire Ma~sh:iutYR b
Fire 

Marshal 
, ,~no~s purport dl ' 0 ert E May 
>ng as follows: ' e y an inspection report: sta~-

"A s requested, I contacted to Danville, to check Harold Huber and we went 
Fireworks Company I on the following: Illinois 
sal ' nc., 1706 King st .' es office; and Lib t' reet, Danville 
Inc H er y D~splay F' ' ., egeler Lane Danv'll ~reworks Company 
World Fireworks Di~pla ~ e, sales office; and ' 
Danville, manufactur' y ompany, Inc., Hegeler ~ng. Lane, 

"All of these three are 
Frederick Porcheddu b ~~ed by J". Warren and 
mately 80 small bUiidi~~s,ers, and they have approxi

on 120 acres of land , 
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scattered out cons~derably. The work buildings are 
approximately 50 feet apart. They do not have their 
license at this time but they have a letter from the 
Department of Mines and Minerals and were inspected 
by Donald s. Simpson of the state of Illinois, and 
have a lett,er that their license is being sent ·to 
them. They do have a 1952 license from the state Fire 

I-1arshal, signed by otto Dahl. 

"Your instructions were to have this report in by 
the 15th, so will mail it separate from my weekly 

report. II 

On February 13, 1974, the state Fire Marshal sent us 
a conditional Inspection Report, dated February 4, 1974, 
of the Illinois Fireworks Company, Liberty Display Fireworks 
Company, and the world Fireworks Display Company and facili
ties at 1706 King street, in Danville, and at Hegeler. It 
is noted that this was subsequent to the December 18, 1973 
testimony given by the state Fire Marshal and his staff at 
the Commission's public hearings in Chicago. 

The Inspectional Report is quoted below: 

"There are 110 small buildings; therefore I cannot 
use the conditional form but would like to report 

as follows: 

"22 work buildings, 12 x 24, two people work to each 
building; all are fifty feet apart. 4 buildings are 
boiler rooms with steam heat and hot water piped to 
each small building, vapor proof light fixtures in 

each. 

"12 storage magazine buildings with black powder, 
(each licensed by state Bureau of Mines and Minerals 
for 3,000 pounds), buildings are 130 feet apart, and 
600 feet away from work area buildings. 

"This plant has met O.S.H.A., (U.S. occupa'tio
nal 

and 
Safety Hazards Administration,) inspection, and was 
approved. No smoking is posted a.nd. not permitted 
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on the. grounds. 
out. 

All doors in all build;ngs ..L swing 

IIEight pickup trucks in the 1 ABC all ' p ant all equipped 'th 
purpose f~re extin uish w~ 

Area is completely fenced g w' th er~. 22 employees. 
~ n~ght security guard. 

"Fire Departments in the . 
D t 

area are the T;lt F' 
epar ment and the Westville F' ..L on ~re 

buildings not used'f k ~re Department. Other 

t
or wor or powd 

s orage of supplies. The ,erare for general 
yard, which is isolated ou:~a ~s an old brick and zinc 
nothing close to it. y ~tself a.nd there is 

"These three fireworks la . same owner and are Pt,nts,are all owned by the 
opera ~ng ~n the same area. 

"I am not writing any orders· it 11 
to my judgment. II I a appears safe 

Thearle-Duffield Fireworks Company 

This fireworks compan went ' 
in 1971 with the death of ~ h out of bus'~ness some time 
of th ' ,on M. Duffield d th e rema~n~ng fireworks st k b ' an , e purchase 
owner of the Worldwid F' oc y Robert Van Schoick e ~reworks Company, M H ' c enry, Illinois. 

The ·company dates back 
twentieth century, accordi to about the beginning of the 
sion interviewed who st'lln

g 
to the fe~ people the Commis-

d 
' ~ remember th~s 

an ~ts principals There company's origin . are no s " the company. urv~v~ng ~rincipals of 

A Its s~les office was last located 
venue, Ch~cago d' t' "an ~ts manufacturing 
~es were ~n Roby I d' , n ~ana. 

at 203 North Wabash 
and storage facili-

In the 1930's and 1940' ' 
works display company in th s t~~s was the largest fire-
ne e wor:ld "A" ,'~' ". t 

ver engaged directly' th ' • .Lc.nougn i reputedly 
d~.d indirectly manufact~~e w~e:a~ufacture of fireworks, it 
d~splays from fireworks it 1 ~t assembled and produced purc1ased for many years from 
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ny in Danville. 
the Illinois, Fireworks <;::ompa 

t on file with the Illinois 
our examinatio~ o~ ~~~~m:~a~ the company was incorpo

Secretary of state ~nd~cTh t ted purpose for which the 
rated on May 18, 1932. e ~ ~ the scope of its operation, 
corporation was formed revea e 
and is quoted as follows: 

11 roduce exhibit, display 
liTo manufacture, bU~, s~ ,p of ~ll kinds and 
and otherwise deal ~ndf~~~W~~~:rials used or capable 
character, and,any an :'on therewith; to plan, pro-
of being used ~n, connec ~ h 'b' t and exploit pyrotechnic 
duce, develop, d~spl~y, ex ~ ~ants parades, exhibits, 
exhibitions of all k~nds, pag ment devices, dramatic, 
productions, panoramas, amuse 'vaudeville moving 

, 'cal performances, ' 
operat~c or mus~ ,ts of every kind and 
pictures and other enterta~~~:nbUsiness of theatrical 
character; and to carry on bl ' enter'tain-

P
roprietors and caterers for and to pu ~c 

t II ment and amusemen • 

that the,bulk of Thearle-Duffield's 
We can only surmise f' rks although it probably 

business was in Class B ~rewo , 
also sold Class C fireworks. 

, Thearle-Duffield Fireworks Com-
The operat~ons of the f other fireworks company 

pany were unique from those 0, any of most Illinois fire-
" Whereas the bus~ness f' in Ill~no~s. , '1 toward sales of ~re-

works companies is gea:ed pr~m~~~ ~ndence Day on the fourth 
works for the celebrat~on of ~f' ld fired shows continuously 
of July each year, Thearle-Du ~e 
from late spring to early fall. 

d the united states conducting 
The company's ~rews ~oureat times, hundreds of people 

huge extravaganzas ~~volv~ng, " The company reaped most t 
and thousands of aer~al shells: d t state and County fairs, 

, 'f d 4 splays f~re a of ~ts prof~ts rom • f t'ons 
local festivals, and at many other large unc ~ . 

1" interest in fireworks 
Increasing labor CO~!~~r~~Cr~~~~1ctions reputedl~ 

displays, and state and, t d'minish to a fract~on 
h ' any' 's bus~ness 0 ~ , d caused t ~s comp , 'ally during the per~o 

of what it previously enJoyed, espec~ 

- 122 -

from the 1920's through the 1940's. By the time of the 
1971 death of John M. Duffield, the last survivor of the 
family that founded and developed the company, the business 
had gone stepdily downhill. 

The company had filed the required annual reports with 
the Illinois Secretary of State, starting in 1932. W"nen 
it submi'tted its last annual report for 1966, it indicated 
officers and directors as follows: Charles H. Duffield, 
president; John M. Duffield, Vice President, and A. F. 
Briese, Secretary and Registered Agent. 

On December 19, 1968, after the company's failure to 
file annual reports for 1967 and 1968, a decree dissolving 
the corporation was entered by Cook County Circuit Court. 

We have been told that the company had never been re~ 
quired to obtain a certificate of registration from the 
Illinois state Fire Marshal because its plant was in Indi
ana and it only kept sales offices in Illinois. The company 
never obtained a federal license from the Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms Division of the United states Internal Revenue 
Service because it went out of business prior to the enact
ment of the licensing law. 

D. Carpentersville Fireworks Company 

This company was in the fireworks business for about 
50 years but is now inactive. It was located on 7~ acres 
of land situated at the end of Grove Street in a section 
known as Grafton, in McHenry County township, with a postal 
address of Huntley, Illinois. 

The site was acquired in 1958 by Louis A. Maretti from 
his brother Armand Maretti and sister-in-law Marian Maretti. 
Prior to that it was a munitions dump purchased by Marian 
Maretti's first husband. It has since been referred to as 
"Powder Pa..rk. II 

When Louis A. Maretti died on September 2, 1972, his 
widow Barbara E. Maretti ceased operation of Carpentersville 
Fireworks Company, and the site 'Nas used by Anthony T. Carto
lano, on a contract sale basis, for the operation of his own 
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h N w Melrose Fireworks 
, which he renamed t e _e 

fireworks bus:Lness 
Dispiay company. , 

f the Melrose D:Lsplay 
cartolano had been the owner ~'ch had been des~royed 

F'reworks company in orland park ~ ~ 1972. Following that 
b:L a series of explosions or: M~:~ewo~ks at Maretti's Carpen
dYsaster cartolano stored h:LS lant at Huntley, and eventually 

'lJo Fireworks company p ame of New Melrose 
tersV:L -": t' n under the new n 
took over the opera :LO 
Fireworks Display Company. 

" father was another fire-
The l ate Louis A. Marett:L s f h;s Italian fore-

d th trade rom ~ 
works expert who learne ,e operations in McHenry county 

Maretti set up h:LS d Class C fireworks. bearers. , class B an , M 
and began manufactur:Lng to various locations :Ln, c-

The company was ~~v~~ ~:~~~~y established its ope:~t:Lo:~o~~ 
Henry county unt:L, ~ d outside Huntley some :Lme 
the abandoned mun:Lt:Lons ump 

1958. 
Company was incorporated 

The carpentersville Fireworkts on septenfuer 20., 1~63. 
, S etary of sta e ,t h;s w:Lfe 

b the Illino:Ls ecr , was the pres:Lden, ~ , 

AYt the time Louis A. Mare~t:L ;dent and Grace Kr~eger, 
, the V:Lce pres ~, h' w:Ldow 

Bal:bara E. Marett:L, F llowing Louis' death, :LS 
. 'stered agent. 0 

the xeg:L d h'm as president. 
Ba~nara succeede :L 

h late Louis A. ho knew t e 
In an interview with a man w, one of the few re-

th t Marett:L was 'h' 
tt' we were told a -f ture left :Ln t :LS 

~::~in~' experts in fireworks
f 
~an~ :~plOyees working for him 

tt' had a hand u 0 h ear before 
country. Mare :L b t three months eac y f 

ear around. However, a ou w0uld hire a large nurobe~ 0_ 
~ndependence Day on July 4~1~eMexicans to manufacture f:Lre 
inexperienced helpers, mos 
works and displays. 

ny dealt 'lle Fireworks compa 
Although the Carpentersv:L l'ty of their products 

11 l ume the qua :L 'de 
in relatively sma vo , , It manufactured a W:L 

cons ;dered to be very h:Lgh. , f both class 
was ~ d ground d:Lsplays 0 

, ty of aerial shells an t red into contracts 
var:Le "It also en e d· nstta- . 
B and Class C var:Let:Les. t ut on fireworks emo . 

'ty groupS 0 P , 'th different commun:L d Day celebrat:Lons.' 
W:L . "ly at Indepen ence 
tions held pr:Lmar:L 

- 124 -

On May 27, 1970., while the Carpentersville Fireworks 
Company was under ~he ownership of Louis A. Maretti, a fire 
and explosions inflicted serious damages to the property. 
~he cause of the accident was friction 'resulting from a 
heavy drum being rolled on the ground over flammable 
powder. 

On June 12, 1970., Mr. C. K. Anderson, Fire Chief of 
Huntley, wrote a letter to the Illinois state Fire Marshal, 
informing him of this accident, his belief that the company 
was operating in vi.olation of State laws, and suggesting 
the Fire Marshal make a prompt inspection of the plant. 

This was the first time that the Fire Marshal had been 
apprised of the May 27, 1970. accident, and the first knowledge 
it ever had of the existence of that company. It was also 
determined that the Carperltersville Fireworks Company had 
never applied for, or received, the required Certificate 
of Registration. It was further determined that neither 
the State Fire Marshal'nor any other governmental agency 
had ever conducted an .inspection of those premises. 

In response to Fire Chief Anderson's letter, the 
Illinois State Marshal conducted its first inspection of 
the Carpentersville Fireworks Company on June 30., 1970., 
and discovered eight.safety violations. On August 18, 1970., 
a reinspect ion was conducted by the Fire Marshal which de
terminedflthat seven of the violations had been corrected. 
The uncorrected violation was that the furnace room in the 
company's office was not 1I 0ne hour fire resistant in its 
entiretyll and there were no louver ventilations from that 
room to the exterior of the building. 

The files of the State Fire Marshal do not indicate 
whether or not this latter! uncorrected, violation was ever 
remedied by the Carpente:r:-sville Fireworks Company. 

The files of the State Fire Marshal also indicated 
that on May 4, 1972, another inspection was made of the 
Carpentersville Fireworks Company while it was still under 
the control of Louis Maretti. Five violations were reported 
as follows: 
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.... 

· mbustible materials from three 
II Failure. to remov~ all c~ll.· gligence in the replacing 
" nd from the m~ I ne , 

heat~ng areas a " h of the oight magaz~nes, 
of all ground plates ~n eac

t 
h ve th~ necessary number of 

, ). failure 0 a (there are n~ne I, 1. failure to have a proper 
fire extinguishers ~n the p ac:s I k I and I cautio'n I 

, I smoking' 'f~rewo~ s , 
sign read~ng: no ' than 500 feet of an in-

P
osted; and site located nearer 

habited dwelling. 
II 

" tate Fire Marshal do not indicate 
The f~les of the S, b Maretti to correct these 

what action was taken, ~f any, Y h' 
violations in the 30 days allotted to ~m. 

, 27 1973, that the Illinois 
It was not unt~l Mar~h l' , ued the required permit 

f M' and M~nera s ~ss 
Department 0 ~nes 'n the premises of the 
to store explosives in 8 magaz~nes 0 
carpentersville Fireworks company. 

4 
1972 an aerial shell accidentally exploded 

On July, , - k'lling Edward Bulger 
wh ';le inside a buried morta.r tube, ~ d d 'g a display 

~ This occurre ur~n 
and injuring several persons. S h';ck owner of the world-
that was conducted by Robert Van ,cko_- nt' ended that the aerial 

, y Van Scho~c co 
wide F~reworks compan . h d ~rom the Carpenters-
shell, one of several he had Pdurfc at~vee ~ It is noted, however, 

, k C mpany was e ec ~ • 
ville F~rewor so,' 't' as detailed in Chapter , 'n I '" ~nvest~ga ~on, , t 
that the comm~ss~o 0 t probably the acc~den 

, t disclosed tha more 
1 of th~s repor , h b allegedly faulty shells 

, 'tated not so muc Y 
was prec~p~ th t the shell had been inserted into a 
but by the fact add 

t b 'nto which ground water ha seepe. 
mortar u e ~ 

, 1 C mpany now on the 
The New Melrose Fireworks D~sp ay 0 , will 

t 'lle Fireworks Company, 
site of the former Carpen ersv~b e uent portion of this 
be discussed separately in a su s q 

chapter. 

E. star Fireworks Man~~facturing company 
, 1 

exc'j usively manufactures Class B aer~a 
This company ~ located at 403 East 14th street, 

shell f ';reworks, and is Alb rt ~ ';s owned and operated by e 
Danville, Illinois. It ~ 
J. 80l1een, of 405 East 14th Street, Danville. 

- 126 -

Albert B. Colleen started the business in 1946 after 
having learned the secrets of the trade while working f~r 
several fireworks companies throughout the country, includ
ing the Illinois Fireworks Company in Danville. 

Albert IJ. Colleen learned the business from his 
rather, from whom he eventually took over operations. 

This company does not have any machinery in its plant. 
The manufacture of Class B fireworks is all done by hand. 

Colleen purchases his raw materials to manufacture 
Class B display fireworks from allover the country, but 
mostly from companies located in the eastern part of the 
United States. His annual gross sale of fireworks that 
he manufactures, totalling $122,000, are made to various 
fireivorks companies in Illinois, California, Ohio, Kentucky 
and Maryland. He also has an annual gross of about an 
additional $125,000 in displays sold to sponsors of Inde
pendence Day demonstrations. 

The only fireworks material purchased by this company 
from abroad is black powder, from Scotland. 

The company has 11 full time employees. For Independ
ence Day fireworks demonstrations conducted by the company, 
the company hires operators on a part time basis to fire 
the shows, giving these men a commission of about 10 per 
cent of the cost of the displays. 

Most of the fireworks sold wholesale to other fireworks 
companies are transported in automobiles and trucks engaged 
by the customers. Star Fireworks Manufacturing Company 
packages their products in 350 pound boxes bearing red 
labels marked "Explosives. 1I 

,When interviewed by a Commission investigator Colleen 
said that many retail customers to whom he sells fireworks 
,(:.,hich they intend to fire themselves, do not comply with 
United states Department of Transportation regulations. 
They will frequently pick up fireworks deliveries from his 
company, and place them, unmarked, in a wide variety of 
vehicles, from Volkswagens to U-Haul trucks. 
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. d' Illinois on september incorporate ~n 
The Company was , Albert B. Colleen, his 
'51 and its off~cers were . t Walter J. 

12, 19 , d the registered agen , 
son, Albert J. colle::, f~~ed a.nnual reports with the 
Bord The company h h" 1973 The current 

• t of state t rougn· . J 
Illinois Secre ary . lb t J Colleen, Antonette . 
off~cers and directors are: A er • 

• . 'tt Jr Colleen, and Maynard DeW~ , . 

. he star Fireworks Manufacturing 
On January 3, 19~~~ tt of Registration No.3 from 

Company r(3ceived Cert~ ~ca e 
state Fire Marshal otto C. Dahl. 

it received explosive licenses 
On February 15, 1973, , for the maximum storage 

74 f eight magaz~nes,· t 
for 1973-19 or th Illinois Departmen 
of a total of 18,900 pounds, from :s also in possession 

d ' rals The company ~ f 
of Mines an M~ne • , rmit from the Bureau 0 
of an explosives manuf~ctur~ng ~e the united states Treasury 
Alcohol, Tobacco and F~rearms 0 

Department. 
, . ' the star Fireworks Manufactur-

The first ~nspect~on,ofstate Fire Marshal, on record 
ing Company by the Ill~n?~s f a letter report dated April 

, t ncv consLs~S 0 wLth tha age ~, 'M hal Marshall Elson, as 
11, 1972, from Deputy FLre ars 

follows: 
, d line the above company 

IIAlthough you dl.d not re d I d~d contact 
t D puty Huber an • 

on the list you sen, : -l t 403 East 14th street, 
Albert J. Colleen, pres~cen, He has 18 buildings, 

'11 nd inspect same. '1 in DanVL e, a ~~ 11 are approXLmate Y 
nd 9 for worh, a , 

9 for storage a ., an alarm system Ln 
75-100 feet apart and t~ere ~: opened at night a 
each building should a oor 
siren sets off. 

, h's work building from a 
IIHe has steam pLped to ~uildings. ae has his appli-
boiler room to al~ work d tells us the federal 
cation in f~r a,l~cenS~tna~rouble and he has his 
government ~s g~vLng h~ tt·· This is a very 
attorney working on thLs rna e~. to want to cooperate 

- l' h nt and he seem.:> neat estab ~s me h a l~cense from the He also as ... in every way he can.. 
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State Fire Marshal dated 1952 signed by otto Dahl. 
Mr. Slmpson of the State of Illinois Department of 
Mines and Minerals, has also been here. I am sending 
this report separate from my weekly report so as 
to reach your office prior to the requested 15th.1I 

The following letter report, dated June 30, 1973, 
sent by a Deputy Fire Marshal to Fire .Marshal Bernard J. 
Sadowski, purports to be the second in$pection report 
of this company, on file with the State Fire Marshal: 

"The Star Manufacturing Company, 403 East 14th 
Street, Danville, is owned by a Mr. Albert Colleen. 
The company is about 20 years old and consists of 
one small otfice building and three portabh~ build
ings described as old semi-truck bodies. These old 
truck bodies are used to assemble fireworks in and 
also store ·these products until time of shipment. 

"This company was inspected by the A. T. & F. (Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms of the United states 
Treasury Department,) Agents in Danville, O. S. H. A., 
(u. S. Occupa·tional Safety and Health Administrat.ion,) 
and by a Deputy State Fire Marshal either last spring 
or fall. The Fe~eral License Numbers are 101-3000-10, 
Expiration Date 2-11-74. The State License No. is 
2 and this number was issued from the Fire Marshal's 
offi~e on January 3, 1952. There is no machinery 
involved in the production of these fireworks. It 
is all done by hand. This company purchases the black 
powder they use from a company in Scotland and it 
is shipped into Danville from Canada by truck which 
is governed by the F.C.C." _ 

The most r~cent inspection by the state Fire Marshal's 
office is da·ted February 6, 1974, (which followed our com
pleted investigation of fireworks explosions,) entitled 
"Conditional Inspection Report," submitted by Marshall 
Elson, Deputy Fire Marshal; as follows: 

"There are 32 small building~i. therefore I cannot 
use the conditional form, but would like to report 
as follows: 
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F. 

, buildings with explosives 
/15 insulated tra3oler-type 'th black 

b 'ld' g bunker W30 
'150 feet apart. One U30 3o~l buildings Two boiler 
powder 150 feet away from a 'd t; 12 work 

'th steam (low-pressure) p30pe , 
rooms W30 k b 'ldings approximate~y 
buildings • Twelve wor U30 le w~rk in each build-
S x 20, no more than two peop " all eighty 
, with only one to a bU3old3ong, , 
Lng, some. 11 buildings for supplLes. 
feet apart. Twelve sma 

d All doors 
/lNO SMOKING permitted on the groun s. t d 

, ' This has been inspec e 
in all bULldLngs swing out. d All working build-

O S H A and been approve . , 
by . . . • electric fixtures. F30re ex-
ings have vapor proof than fifty feet 
tinguishers in each area, no more 

. extinguisher on both trucks ...• 
apart, and a fire 
all are ABC type. 

as water supply of city water, 
"Eleven employees. H , ' Tilten Fire 

f ' h drant His plant 30S 30n 
but no 30re Y . , d b the Bureau of Mines 

t t He is l30cense Y 
Depar men '" te of Illinois ..•• also has a 
and Minerals of the sta .~ d' th high 
Federal llicense. plant is all ~e~c~Og w~s in the 
security fence ..•. at night a wa c 
area, loose. 

liThe star Fireworks Manufacturing Company seems 
to have a safe operation. II 

New Melrose Fireworks Display Company 

1. Introduction 
, 1 Company, owned by 

The New Melrose Fireworks ~3oSp,ay Drive, orland park, 
Anthony T. Cartolano of 13941 C~t:!3o~~ the end of Grove 
Illinois, is occupying the prem30s th 'te of the carpen-

Illinois, formerly e S30 , 
street, Huntley, d b the late LOU3oS 
tersville Fireworks company, once owne Y 
A. Maretti who died on september 2, 1972. 

_ lant consists of eight bunkers used 
The huntley P , ' h d firework products, and 

1 'veS and f30nLS e f' to store exp OSL f h' h are sheds where Lre-
.four frame buildings, two 0 w LC 
~lJorks displays are assembled. 

- 130 -

Cartolano acquired the Huntley site, known" as "Powder 
Park" in February, 1973, from the heirs of Louis Maretti, 
former owner of the Carpentersville Fireworks Company, on 
a contract sale basis. The purchase price is $60,000 but 
this transaction was never consummated. 

2. Unsuccessful Efforts to Obtain Federal License 

cartolano had a manufacturing license from the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, of the United States 
Treasury Department when he was operating the Melrose Display 
Fireworks Company in Orland Park. About one year after 
he moved his operations to Huntley under the new name of 
New Melrose Fireworks Display Company, specifically on 
March 13, 1973, he applied for a new federal license under 
that new name. 

Several weeks later agents of the United States 
Treasury Department's Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms inspected the plant and discovered a few violations, 
which Cartolano claimed he subsequently corrected. On 
August 29, 1973, Cartolano's application for a license was 
denied. Cartolano appealed this denial. 

Cartolano claimed that he assumed that pending the out
come of his appeal he could continue to operate his business. 
However, on February 13, 1974, federal agents visited his 
premises and seized two truckloads of fireworks. Cartolano 
closed down the plant, awaiting the outcome of his appeal 
which was scheduled, after a few postponements, until 
April II, 1974. 

Cartolano advised the Commission in March, 1974, that 
if he did not get his license before April 1, 1974, he would 
have insufficient time to assemble and produce his Class B 
fireworks displays for the Independence Day celebrations 
on July 4, 1974. 

Cartolano also advised the Commission in March, 1974, 
that he is considering moving his operations from Huntley 
to Ottawa, Illinois, but the decision is contingent upon 
the eventual receipt of a federal license. 

3. Acquisition of Carpentersville Fireworks Company 
Site at Huntley 

Cartolano previously owned the Melrose Display Fireworks 
Company which was located at l60th and '104th Streets, south 
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Gravity feed gasoline tanks without proper shut-off valves, on the premises of 
the inoperative New Melrose Fireworks Display Company plant. Pho£ogftaph ~ouft£eby 
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German Shepherd watch dogs guarding plant of the New Melrose Fireworks Display 
Company at Huntley, Illinois, which, as of February 24, 1974, was inoperative be
cause of difficulty in obtaining a federal license from the Bureau of Alcohol, 
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of Or,land Park which was almost entirely destroyed by 
explosions on March 6, 1972. At that time only two of 19 
buildings remained after the explosions. One of these 
buildings contained 6,600 pounds of powder and chemicals, 
and 6,000 pounds of finished fireworks. Twenty-eight 
people were employed at the Orland Park site at the ·time 
of that explosion. 

Following that explosion Cartolano kept some of his 
fireworks stock on the premises of Maretti's Carpenters
ville Fireworks Company plant in Huntley. After the 
September 2, 1972, death of Louis Maretti, Cartolano entered 
into a sale contract agreement with Haretti's heirs and 
in February, 1973, he operated his new business from the 
Huntley plant, but under the new business name of New Melrose 
Fireworks Display Company. 

The late Anthony Guarino started the Melrose Display 
Fireworks Company many years ago when the firm was in 
Schiller Park. Anthony Cartolano married Gua.rino's daughter 
and worked at the plant. A plant explosion in 1954 killed 
Guarino, Cartolano's father, and a third man. Cartolano 
took over the business in 1955 and eventually started 
operations in Orland Park. 

On September 5, 1961, the Melrose Display Fireworks 
Company was incorporated by the Illinois Secretary of 
State. The current officers and directors are Anthony T. 
Cartolano, Rosaria Cartolano and Frank Andreack. On 
July 31, 1972, the name was changed to Anro Ventures. 

4. Cartolano's Manufacturing and Sales Business 

When Cartolano was operating Melrose Display Fireworks 
Company in Orland Park he was manufacturing Class Band 
Class C fireworks. Chapter 3 of this report concerning 
fireworks bootlegging reflects several allegations that 
during that period he was also manufacturing M-80 fire
crackers; and that he sold these M-80's in violation of 
federal law. 

The Commission subpoenaed the records of the New Mel
rose Fireworks Display Company of Huntley, from which it 
was determined that he was still involved in the assembling 
of Class B aerial shell fireworks for resale, and the 
sale of Class C fireworks which he purchased from 
American suppliers. 
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. He had been purchasing Class ' 
~osoya Fireworks Company Ltd B aerLal shells from the 
An invoice. of February 5' 197;' ~f ~huo-Ku, Tokyo, Japan. 
chase from that Japane' ,LndLcated he made one pur 

se company wh' h -
~c totalled $27,461. 

From June 28 1972 t 
seven separate pu~chase~ o~r~~gh June 27, 1973, he made 
from the Tri State M f ass B and Class C fireworks 
Other suppliers of f~nu acturing Company of Loveland Oh' 

Lreworks were th R ' LO. 
pany, R. D. #1, Edinburg p e usso Fireworks Com-
works Company of HOlland'Oh~~nsY!Vania, and the Miller Fire-
cussed in Chapter 3 f' ' (he latter company is dis-

, ~reworks bootlegg' ) 
~ng. 

In 1972 he received $12 
Sox baseball t ,955.00 from the Chicago Wh't 

earn for the firewo k d ~ e 
conducted there. Hi ' , r s an the displays he 
ceiv~d a total of $8;,~~~~~~e: also,i~dica~ed that he re
to dLfferent civic g ,-rom fLxlng dlsplays he sold 
Th d ' roups ~n the grea t h' 

ese lsplays principall ' er C lcago area. 
y Lnvolved Class B f' lreworks. 

$ 
For the first six months of 

~,480.00 from the Chicago White 1973 Cartolano had received 
dlsplays sold to, and fired f S~x,and $162,657.93 from 

or, C~VlC groups. 

5. State Regulation 

, On August 17, 1973, the State F' 
l~ate of Registration No.1 to the .lre Marshal gave Certif-
Dlsplay Company of Huntle f ,New Melrose Fireworks 
June 11, 1973. The ' . y, or whLch he had applied on 

clrcumstances were rath er unusual. 

For the period from 195 
Cartolano was operating th 6 through,March 6, 1972, when 
pany in Orland Park he n e Melrose DLsplay Fireworks Com
Registration. In f~ct t~ver applied for a Certificate of 
of the existence of th~t f~ State Fire Marshal was unaware 
explosion on March 6, 1972~reworks company until a,fter the 

On May IS, 1972, the Fire 
against the Carpentersville ,Marshal issued an Order 

Flreworks Company c't' , l lng the 
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following violations: 

"l. 

2. 

Failure to remove all combustible m~~eri~i~. 
from three heating areas, and from e m~ • 

, f all ground plates 
Negligent in the replac~ng,o 
in each of the eight magaz~nes. (There are 

nine) i 

3. 
mber of fire 

Failure to have the neces7ary nu 
extinguishers on ·the prem~ses ; 

4. 

5. 

d' 'No 
Failure to have proper signs rea,~n~, d. 

I 'F 4 reworks, I . and ICaut~on poste I 

Smoking, ... 
and 

Site located nearer than five hundred feet 
of an inhabited dwelling. II 

2
5, 1972, the facilities were reinspecte~ and 

on May t d 
four of the five items had been correc e . 

d L H llinger reported on 
Deputy Fire Marshal Donal . 0 15 1972 order 
7 1973 that all items of the May, , 

June" 1 tter dated June 12, 1973, was 
had been corrected: A e f'state Fire Marshal Bernard 
prepared for the s~gna~u~~ ~nthOny Cartolano, (who had 
J. Sadowski, to be sen 't ) but it was never mailed 
since taken over the Huntley Sl e, 

to Cartolano. 

Marshal sadowski sent a 
Fireworks Display On July 9, 1973, state Fire 

letter to Cartolano at his New Melrose 
Company at Huntley, as follows: 

t 'f' d that your application "You are hereby no ~ ~e , 
for - Certificate of Registration for o~erat~obn 

a. 'f' k plant ~s here y 
of the above capt~oned ~rewor s , f th 

f 11 'g violat10ns 0 e 
denied because of the 0 ow~n 
Illinois Fireworks Act. 

"Factory building must be located at least 100 

feet from any fireworks storage. 
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I, IIFactory building must be located at least 

500 feet from any d~1elling. 

IITrailers are not permitted to be used for stor
age of fireworks. 

IINo stoves or exposed flame shall be used in any 
part of the fireworks plant except in the boiler 
room or in the buildings where fireworks or chemi
cals are stored. 

IIPlant area must be completely enclosed with an 
industrial type fence with three strands of barbed 
wire on top and suitable gates to prevent any un
authorized persons from gaining access to the 
premises. 

IIIf you wish to appeal from this denial, you must 
notify this office within ten days'after receipt 
of this notice, and a hearing will be scheduled to 
permit you to be heard in this matter. II 

On August 17, 1973, the state Fire Marshal issued a 
j 

Certificate of Registration to Cartolano's New Melrose 
Fir~works Display Company, in spite of the July 9, 19~ 
letter which cited specific violations. 

Apparently Cartolano had applied for and had received 
a hearing on the violations cited in the July 9, 1973, 
letter, but the Fire Marshal had no written record of 
that hearing. 

On October 29, 1973, Cartolano's attorney, Harry 
Shriman, 111 West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois, 
sent a letter to Mr. Harry G. Hughes, Assistant State Mar
shal, 160 North La Salle Street, Chicago I (before whom a 
prior hearing had apparently taken place,) as follows: 

III am enclosing a copy of the letter from your 
office dated July 9, 1973. On October 12, at 
our meeting, you suggested a written response to 
the matters referred to in the letter. I trust 
that the following data will be in conformity 
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with your Suggestiop-

the premises used 
"1. There is no struct~~e h o~s less than 100 feet 
for fireworks storag~ w ~c, to be verified 
from a factory build~ng~ Th~s waf sf , e 

, t'on by your 0 ~c. by physical ~nspec ~ 

d t s a nearby 
"2. The only dwe~l~~~m:~f~:~etha~ :~e trailer 
trailer. We are ~n h t 't was 

b t 10 years and t a ~ 
has been there a ou , t' of all of the 
placed there after the con~truc ~(~n) the trailer 

on the prem~sesi 
structures now . and has been recently 
is parked there illegally , 
red-tagged for violation of zon~ng. 

used for storage of fireworks. 
113. No trailers are , 1 in-

, l'kewise to be verified by phys~ca 
Th~s was ~ 

spection by your office. 

114. 
the 
are 

t referred to is in 
The only possible equipmen, or chemicals 

, b 'ld'ng where no f~reworks 
off~ce u~ ~ , 
stored. 

to the fence. While a mild 
115 This item relates h' ting fence does 

. 't bade that t e ex~s -
argument m~gh e m we are not relying on 
not violate the statute, r's title difficul-

f the present owne 
that. ,Because 0 tl delayed in consummating 
ties, we have been g~~ah ~r Cartolano is buying 
the contract under w ~c '1 's closed he has no 

t Before the sa e ~ , 
the proper y. , f 'r for him to erect an 
right, nor would ~t be a~ f nce A~ I mentioned 
expensive industrial type e 'ld ~e to the greater 

, uch a fence wou 
at the hear~ng, s f ne else As soon 
benefi t of c~rtolano th~n d 

0 h:n~~uld the~ be in a 
as the sale ~s con summa e , 
position to put this into effect. 

, ortunity to thank you per-
III wish to take th~s opp t that the 

t'ence and I trus 
sonally for your pa ~ t tisfactorily for all 
matter can be worked ou sa 
concerned. II 
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In the files of the State Fire Marshal is a Progress 
Report, (on order of July 9, 1973,) dated November 1, 1973, 
which contains the following longhand notes, signed by 
Dqnald ~. Hollinger and Edward J. Driscoll, Deputy Fire 
Marshals: 

"Housekeeping good. Doing a great deal of work. 
Sup. Dep. Driscoll will submit detailed report." 

The Progress Report also indicates compliance for 
items 1,3, and 4; noncompliance for item 2; and partial 
compliance for item 5.* 

On February 15, 1974, Mr. Richard Dorband, Coordinator 
for the State Fire Marshal's Office, Deputy Fire Marshal 
Harry P. Schaefer and Mr. George Michehl, Supervisor of 
Services visited the Huntley plant, for the purpose of 
making an inspection. Following is quoted from a March 4, 
1974, report concerning that trip: 

"Upon arriving it was obvious that the entire en
closed area was void of personnel and there was an 
absence of tracking in the snow. The only form of 
life was two vicious German Shepherd dogs running 
freely within this enclosure. 

"Due to the absence of personnel and the presence 
of the dogs, Mr. Dorband ordered photos to show 
that some work is being done on the bunkers and 
also that the gravity feed gasoline tanks did not 
contain the proper shut-offs. Mr. Anthony Cartolano, 
telephone 312--349-6677, will be contacted. Arrange
ments will be made for an inspection of the fireworks 
plant under more favorable conditions." 

The Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals has con
ducted periodic inspections of the storage of explosives 
at the New Melrose Fireworks Display Company at Huntley. 
The company has received current 1973-1974 licenses for 
8 magazines, for an aggregate total of 9,000 pounds. 

*On April 23, 1974; State Fire Marshal Bernard J. 
Sadowski wrote to Mr. Anthony Cartolano that a monthly 
recheck inspection was made on March 14, 1974, and "Our 
order of July 9, 1973, listing five violations was checked 
a.nd we found items No.1, 3, and 4, complied, item No.2 
not complied and item No.5 partially complied." 
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6. state prosecution 
t Grand Jury indicted 

The June, 1972, Cook coun
M 

lrose Display Firewor~s 
t lano and the e, 972 exploslon Anthony T. Car 0, "th the Harch 6, 1, . d 

company in connectlon w~ P k- The company was cha:ge 
f their plant in Orlan ar., s failure to obtaln 

~ith illegal 'storage, of eX1?loS'~~~m' the state Fire Marshal, 
a certificate of Regl~~ra~~~~s factory building, :eck-

~~~~a~~~~u~~,i;;~~~;all~:mage t~i~~~~e~~;~ ~~~ i~~i~~~s 
to obtain a Certificate o~ comis for s'toring explosives. 
Department of Mines and Mlnera f 

, to obtain a Certificate 0 , 

The charges of fallure F' Marshal and failure to . h state lre ~ , ' 
Registration ~r~m t e f compliance from 'the Illlnols lle 
obtain a certlf7cate °d Minerals were subsequently no 
Department of Mlnes an 
prosse,d. k 

_ leaded guilty in Coo 
On March 6, 1974, cartolan~ Pges and he was fined 

County Court to the co'rp<?ra~e c~r~~lan;, personally, were 
$4,000. The charges agalnS 
dropped. 

H ry County 
Cartolano!S Problems in Mc en 

7. h 
1 ' t was filed with t e 

On June 12, 1973, a comp a,l.~ that fireworks wen~ 
Sheriff's office of McHenry coun l~nt of New MelroBI~ Flre-
bing discharged at the Huntl~;eP 13, 1973, the She!:l~f 1 
works Display Company. fon J the Circuit Court to S~lze al 
received a Court Order rom d enjoin it from maklng any 
the fireworks in the plant, an . 
further sales. 'f the dercover officers 0 

On June 15 and 16, 197f3f~ unpurchac,ed fireworks from 
'ff's 0 lce ~ 73 on a McHenry county Sherl 1 t On June 27, 19 ,up 

Cartolano at t~e Hunt~:~t~l:~O; s lawye:c, the seals w~r~o 
successful motlon by , b 'ldings and he was allowe 
removed from Cartolano s Ul .' 
resume businesS. 

mmiss ion undercover agent pur-
On June 28, 1973, a Co t the Huntley plant. 

chased firew~rks from ca~~~l~~~ ~ of this report. 
Details are lncluded in P 

"c hearings in woodstock, or; 
A transcript of our publl , y was given concernlng 

973 'n which testlmon d t the 
December 19, 1 ,l, 1 t' has been furnishe 0 
the June 28, 1973, VlO a lon, t 
state's Attorney of McHenry coun y. 
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The prosecution of Cartolano for the June 15 and 16, 

1973, violations is still pending in the Circuit Court of 
McHenry County. 

Also pending is a litigation filed by Cartolano, charg
ing that the McHenry County Sheriff and others conspired 
against Cartolano to cause damages to his reputation and 
business. 

G. Continental Fireworks Company 

The Continental Fireworks Company, located six miles 
southeast of Jacksonville and bne mile north of Pisgah, 
Illinois, went out of business after the explosion of its 
plant and the death of its owner, Dominick Shalla, and 
two others, on May 17, 1971. 

It had been in operation from 1946 , yet it had never 
obtained a Certificate of Registration from the State 
Fire Marshal nor had it ever been inspected by that office. 
In fact, the Fire Marshal was never aware of the existence 
of this company until after the 1971 explosion. 

Dominick Shalla, 75 at the time of his death, ori
ginally learned the fireworks t:rade in Italy. After 
emigrating to the united States he obtained employment 
with the Illinois Fireworks Company in Danville, Illinois, 
owned by the Porcheddu brothers. 

In 1946 Shalla left Illinois Fireworks and established 
the Continental Fireworks Company. He, was engaged pri
marily in the manufacture of Class B fireworks, aerial 
shells, which he sold to persons anq groups for which he 
conducted displays for Independence Day celebrations. 

Including Shalla, there were ten employees in this 
company, two of whom also died in the May 17, 1971, tragedy. 
Several of the survivors were interviewed from whom it was 
learned that apparently Shalla was in sole command of the 
business. It appears that although Shalla did not import 
fi~ished fireworks products he did purchase black powder 
abroad. 

The Continental Fireworks Company consisted of eight 
frame buildings and 13 other structures on six acres of 
land. Shalla had lived in a house about 500 feet from the 
main plant, within this compound. From interviews of 
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" er't that the company . 't was qu~te appar . +-
former employee: ~, io1 ation of safety requireme~~s~ 
had been operat~ng ~n v, - b conducted by the F~re 

, 'c ect~ons een ld h ve Had appropr~ate ~n""p . dy probably wou a 
Marshal's office, the 1971 tIage 

been ave:r:ted. 
, es and Minerals investi

The Illinois Department o~ M~n Current permits had 
gated the May 18, 1971, explo:~~~~ .the company I s expl~sives 
been issued by that departm~n de artment had never adv~sed . 
magazines. 'Apparently, ~h~he e~istence of that comp~ny. 
the state Fire Marshal 0 

C any went mit of business 
The continental Fireworks ~mia~rl requiring fireworks 

before the passage of the fed:ra the Bureau of Alcohol, 
bt ' licenses 1..rom 

companies to 0 a~n U 'ted states Treasury , s of the n~ Tobacco and F~rearm , 
Department. 

H. Osco Fireworks Company 

, the village of Osco, Henry 
This company is ~ocatedd~nthe owner, operates his 

C nty where Calvin v~nstr~n,'. It consists of two 
ou f a~r~ng pumps. , 

principal business 0 ~eph' h contains his pump repa~r 
f ram. e buildings, one ~ w ~c b th businesses, and another 

. 'ff~ce for 0 f' 
eqU:ipment and h1.S,O Class B ground display ~re-

'ld' wh~ch houses frame bul. l.ng 
~ Class C fireworks. workS ana 

the 
are 
and 

'n wl"ich it stores 
h 'x bunkers ~ . J. h 

The company also as s~ , d~sp1ay fireworks. T ey 
C 1 s B aer~al -'- 1 more dangerouS as <:> ' d layers of wood, meta 

constructed with the r~qu~re 

concrete. 
, fireworks business 

d h as operated h~s , 
Calvin Vinstran his pump repa~r , as a sideline to 

since the late 1960 E' engaged in the, manu-
In the past he has notdbeetns from raw mater~als. 

business. "h d fireworks pro UC k 'to 
facture of f~n~s e 1 d different firewor s ~n, 
However, since he has assemb e d in a 'manufactur~ng 

h as been actually engage 
displays, he 
process. 

In 1973 
the Illinois 

, ' d b a representative of 
Vinstrand was v~s~teh y nducted a cursory 
state Fire Marshal w 0 co 
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examination of the premises. He was told by that official 
that since he was not engaged in the direct manufacture of 
fireworks, he was not required to obtain a Certificate of 
Registration. The Commission believes that the Fire Marshal 
was in error and that the company does require certification. 
'1'he Fire Marshal did not prepare or maintain any record of 
this alleged inspection. 

From an examination of the records of the Osco Fire
works Company it was disclosed that within the past few 
years it purchased fireworks from Carpentersville Fire
works Company in Huntley, (before the explosion there on 
May 27, 1970,) the Star Fireworks Manufacturing Company 
of. Danville, and the Schneitter Fireworks and Importing 
Company, 409-411 South 4th Street, St. Joseph, Missouri. 
Osco Fireworks Company does not import fireworks from 
abroad. 

Osco Fireworks Company was incorporated by the Illinois 
Secretary of State on February 9, 1970, for 'the stated pur
pose: "Retail ~ale of fireworks to persons or organizations 
holding permits for supervised pUblic displays of fireworks 
in accordance with Chapter l27~, Section 1213, Illinois Re
vised Statutes, 1967." The officers and directors are 
Calvin Vinstrand and his wife Marilyn Vinstrand •. The cor-
poration has filed annual reports for 1970, 1971, and 
1972. 

On August 28, 1973, a Commission investigator visited 
the premises. The six bunkers, in which Class B display 
fireworks are stored, are several hundred feet from any 
inhabited dwelling. The area is bounded on three sides by 
corn fields. Two of the bunkers were recently strengthened. 
The outside of the bunkers were covered with steel sheets 
to protect against fire. All four walls of these two bunkers 
were reinforced with six inches of concrete, and the bunkers 
were further equipped with steel doors. Calvin Vinstrand 
said that he intended to similarly reinforce the other four 
bunkers which would then legally entitle him to store any 
type of explosive therein, including dynamite. 

Vinstrand plans in the future to manufacture fire
works. For the present he buys completed products from 
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Or. them all of which 
! rribles some.L , 

f tu<~ors and then asse. / 'dl.' Vl.' duals and groupS manu ac .I.~' , and or l.n 
he sells to other companl.es 'd that when he starts a ~om-

, urposes. He sal.. 'ld dirt-covere 
for dl.spl~y P 'g process he wl.ll bul. '11 then use 

nufacturl.n . t rial He Wl. 
plete ma explosive ma e· f fireworks 
bunkers to stor~ ~~~ers for temporary ~tora~~aocompleted 
the above-groun f constructl.on, ' 

'ous stages 0 d b kers that are in varl. d 'n dirt-covere un . 
. '11 be store 1. ' 

fireworks Wl. '~h various 
, V'nstrand contracts Wl.~ and 

At the present tl.me 1. Illinois, eastern Iowa 
, ' in western 'ks and for , 'c organl.zatl.ons , he sells fl.rewor 

Cl.Vl. 'url. to whom 
northeastern Ml.SSO, lay demonstrations. 

nducts dl.sP 
whom he co . ly other persons 

, V'ustrand, the on '1 
dd'tion to Calvl.n 1. his wife, Marl. yn, 

, ,In ~ 1. is fireworks business are 's cousin. Be also 
workl.ng l.n hd nd Vernon Vinstra~d, hl. f r some groupS 
his son, Bra , a to fir~ dl.spl,ays 0 

, temporary persons 
hl.res sells fireworks. 
to whom he'd the Com

, trand adVl.se 
973 calvin Vl.ns h' fire-

Tn septerriber , 1, 4 000 'a year from l.~ 
, ,~ he was earning about $ ,. and his operatl.ons. 

ml.SSl.on , but he expects to exp , urn repair work 
works bUSl.ness that he can cease hl.S p ~, n of fire
Eventually h~ hOl?es exclusively ,to the produc 1.0 

and devote hl.S tl.me 

works. fireworks manufac-
He recently obtained a licens~r~sD:partment's Bureau of 

t
urer from the united states Tre~~ license expires on 

and Firearms. e t obtain annual 
Alcohol, Tobacco but Vinstrand expects 0 
August 28, 1974, 
renewals. 

also obtained 1973-1974 
Fireworks company, for an aggregate 

The Osco three magazl.nes, 
Explosive Licenses for 
total of 700 pounds. 

t d to the Illinois state 
The commission has sugges e com any be required as 

h 1 that Osco Fireworks P priate certificate 
Fire Mars a . 'bl to obtain the appro 
promptly as l?OSSl. e 
of Registratl.on. 
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1. Worldwide Fireworks Company 

1. Introduction 

The Worldwide Fireworks Company, at 4004 McCullom 
Lake Road, McHenry, Illinois, is inactive because its 
facilities were destroyed by a series of explosions on 
June 9, 1973. 

Mr. Robert Van Schoick, the operator of the company, 
formerly resided in a dwelling on the 22 acre plant, but, 
is now temporarily residing at 16 West 571 Honeysuckle, 
Hinsdale, Illinois. He told the Commission he intends to 
remain in the fireworks business. His base of operations 
will be somewhere in Missouri but he will maintain a sales 
office in Illinois. 

Van Schoick is still recovering from a serious acci
dent on April 26, 1973, that almost killed him. He was 
firing a fireworks display on a barge in the Gulf of 
Mexico at Corpus Christi, Texas and suffered second and 
third degree burns over 58 per cent of his body. He spent 
five and one-half months in a hospital, and as of December, 
1973, was still taking therapy treatment. 

He was still recovering in a Texas hospital when his 
McHenry plant exploded on June 9, 1973. He escaped injury 
in another fireworks accident when an aerial shell mis
fired inside a mortar tube in a display he was conducting 
at Bangs Lake Park, Wauconda on July 4, 1972, which killed 
Edward Bulger and injured eight other persons. 

At our December 19, 1973, public hearings in Woodstock, 
Illinois, Van Schoick was asked why he intended to remain 
in the dangerous fireworks business in spite of these 
accidents. He replied lithe best way to explain it is that 
if fireworks are in your blood, they are in your blood. II 

2. Incorporation 

Unlike most other owners of fireworks companies in 
Illinois, Van Schoick had no prior extensive experience 
in that area. For many years prior to the establishment 
of his company in 1970 he was intrigued by fireworks and 
dabbled in them as a hobby. He stated that he had always 
dreamed of owning his own fireworks company and traveling 
around the country conducting fireworks demonstrations. 
His principal business was the sale of food shortening 
products. 
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The worldwide Firew6rks c~mpany was incorporated by 
the Illinois Secretary of state on March 30, 1971. The 
officers are Robert Van Schoick, Louis P. Landerman, 8918 
pottawattami Drive, Skokie, and Lawrence A. Callen, ,639 . 
West Sheridan Road, Chicago. Landerman and Callen each own 
one third of the company but had nothing ,to do with the 
operations which were haru'lled entirely by Van. Schoick. 
Landerroan and Callen are the owners of the Acme specialties 
company, 2021 west street, River Grove, Illinois, which 
will be discussed in the next sect,ion of this chapter. 

Shortly after commencing operations at his McHenry 
plant, Van Schoick purchased the remaining fireworks stock 
of the Thearle-Duffield Fireworks Company of Chicago. He 
also received that company's customers for fireworks 

displays. 

" 

3. Importations and volume of BusinesS 

Prior to the incorporation of worldwide Fireworks 
Company, Van Schoick had made contacts with companies in 
Europe and South America to purchase Class B and Class C 
fireworks, and had toured the facilities of several com
panies there. He managed to get exclusive importing rights 

from one company in Brazil. 

The Worldwide Fire\<zorks Company plant was importing 
about $150,000 of fireworks a year, principally ClasS B 
type, from companies in Brazil, Red China, Japan, Spain, 
France, Germany, Englanp, and Africa. The bulk of his 
customers were groupS for which he alsO conducted fire
works displays, one of which was the city of Chicago. He 
olaimed he did an annual groSS sales businesS of $250,000 
in displays. He alsO sold Class B and ClasS C fireworks 
to other fireworks companies in Illinois and elsewhere. 
His profit margin waS about '25 per cent. 

Worldwide Fireworks did not engage,directlY in the 
manufacture of fireworks but he did assemble components, 
which he purchased mostly from foreign. companies, into 
displays for group demonstrations. This assembly was per
formed in a 40 foot x 90 foot metal warehouse. Fireworks 
products to be assembled, and those already assembled, were 
kept in 17 s~i-trailer vans. Van Schoick used a 12 foot x 

65 foot trailer as his office. 

4. Fireworks Accidents 

Some fireworks experts that the commission interviewed 
claimed that Van Schoick was not sufficiently cognizant of 
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the,hazards involved in th ' 
varl0US accidents suff e flreworks industry d' 1 ered by V S· ' citing the 

lSP ays, as well as the J an Ch01Ck in conductin 
McHenry plant. une 9, 1973, explosion of hi~ 

A case in point was partners, Lawrence A cal~n attempt by Van Schoick's 
sell,the Worldwide Firew en and Louis P. Landerman to 

~I:f~~~n~a~ff~~i=yrot~o~f~~,c~~~~n1i~~W~~~~i~~m~oriarity, 
accident Van SChoi~kasu~; mont~s after the April ;~y of 
Landerman thought that V ered ~r; Texas. Callen and' 1973, 
Mr. Moriarity's re an SCh01Ck would not s . :~rks plar;t in.McH~~~~e~~:~!V~.v~7ited the wor~~~~~:'Fire-

torage s~tuat~on whereby the 7scov7red the dangerous 
s orage were too close to seml-tral1ers used for 
buy Worldwide and caution~~t~er. Moriarity declined to 
less something was done t a~len and Landerman that un-
colnsequences would resultO c~rect that problem, danger~us 
p ant exploded. . 0 weeks later the McHenry 

5. State Law Violations 

Worldwide's disre lations had i,ts o. , , gard for State law and t' rlg~n from"h . safe~ regu-
10n. It never applied f ~ e lnception of the corpora-

from the Illinois State F~: a Certificate of Registration 
Mr. Glenn E. Peterson F' Ie M~rshal. Early in 1972 St~te Fire Marshal th~t ~~~1~h7~f, McHenry notified ~e 
~: ! ~on~itions, . and suggeste~~t~a~as operatir;g under un-

a e y the Flre Marshal. a prompt lnspection 

On April 14 1972 ~~~f~c~:~ i~7~~e~~~~~e~7: ~ia~~r!i~~i~r~~~!r~~~:ec~~on was 
an order against World 7re Marshal Robert E. May issued 
notifying him that.' wlde, sending it to Robert Van Schoick, 

IIp ursuant to law a ' above captioned 'r n,lnspection was made of the 
the State of Illln~~~ses on April 14, 1972, by 
forcement Divi' ~ D~partment of Law En-

, S10n OI Flre Prevention. 

"This inspection reveal d 
gerous conditions a d/ e f~he following dan-
indicated in viol t~ . or lre hazards as a 10n of law. 

"1 " Each unit must have dlrectly to the outside, two means of egress remote from each ' 

- 147 -

, j 

r; 



other-- Doors shall iope;n i~ 
exit travel and be equ~ppe 

the direction of 
with panic 

hardware. 
aisles shall be main-

112. At least 36 ~nch 
tained in each un~t. 
113. Install at le;ast three pressurized water 

type fire extingu~shers. 
" of Registration from 

"4 Obtain cert~f~cate nt in accordance 
. f L w Enforceme 

Depart~ent ok ~egulation Act. 
with F~rewor s 

. 0 remove or remedy 
lIyou are hereby ord~::~d ! and/or fire haz a ::-ds 
said dangerouS co~d~~~(~O) days after serv~ce 
not later than th~rty 
of this Order. 

, Order may be made be~ore ten 
"Appeal from th~S t of service. D~rect 
(10) days from the ~~a~e Fire Marshal, ,Depart-
such appeal to the Division of F~r~ 
ment of Law EnforCemtehntLa'salle street, Ch~cago, 

, 160 Nor 
prevent~on, 11 
Illinois 60601. 1 'th the 

, tice of appea w~ , 
worldwide did not f~le an~en~ny notation in ~he f~les 

state Fire Marshal nor wa~ ~~: above cited violat~ons were 
of that office that any 0 
corrected. 

~ire Marshal there was a 
In the files of theeS;~~:r.cof April 24, 1972, ~~:ed 

supplemental Order ~~ ~h prior to' t~e June 9, ~~I;~ R€;port. 11 

June 7, 1973, (~WOogr~Phed "condit~onal InsP~ad accompanied 
plosio~) on a ~~~eFire Chief Glenn pe~ersond of the 
It ind~cated,t a shal on an inspect~on ma e 
the Deputy F~re t-lar 4 1973. 
McHenry plant on June , 

h nd memorandum date~ June ~he 
An accompanyin~ 10~~r~hal Hollinger, ind~cated 

1973, from ~eput¥ F~:e 
following v~olat~ons. 

on mobile home 
Install underpinniDg "1. 

used for office. 

"2. Remove all 
on premises. 

t 'bles and trash corobus ~ 
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"3. Buildings and trailers containing 
fireworks must be at least 50 feet apart. 

114. Fireworks storage buildings shall 
be at least 500 feet from inhabited dwell
ings." 

That same June 7, 1973, memorandum to Assistant Fire 
Marshal Hughes also suggested that Lawrence Callen and 
Louis Landerman of Acme Specialties, and corporate officers 
of Worldwide, be contacted for a hearing. However, there 
was nothing in the Fire Marshal's files to indicate that 
anybody representing Worldwide had ever asked for a hear
ing. Furthermore, the Fire Marshal's files do not indicate 
that any notification, written or otherwise, was ever 
sent to Worldwide concerning the June 7, 1973, Supplemental 
Order to the Order of April 24, 1972. 

A "Progress Report" dated JUJ.le 7, 1973, was in the 
files of the Fire Marshal, which stated in longhand: 

"Mr. Lawrence A. Callen, Mr. Pat Landerman 
June 14th visited this office for a hearing. 
before Chief Hughes. There will be a cer
tified letter closing building." 

This was a strange action because a hearing on the 
violations was scheduled for June 14, 1973, five days 
after the plant exploded. Why the necessity to send a 
letter to "close the building" when the plant had already 
been demolished by explosions? 

The Worldwide Fireworks Company also violated the 
Explosives laws of Illinois. Prior to the June 9, 1973, 
explosion of its McHenry plant it had received Explosive 
Licenses for five traiiers, four to hold a maximum of 300 
pounds of explosives each, and the fifth trailer to hold 
a maximum of 200 pounds. At the time of the explosion 
it was discovered he had a total of 12 trail~rs containing 
fireworks explosives. Van Schoick had apparently hauled 
in the extra seven trailers without due notice to the 
Illinois Department of Mines and Miner.als. Subsequently, 
the five licenses were revoked. 

6.' Federal Licensing 

The situation is unclear with respect to Worldwide 
Fireworks Company's compliance with federal law. It 
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Schoick started his 
, ,that a few months a~ter ~tahn the Bureau of Alcohol, 

appears 'h appl~ed w~ y Depart-
f ' works operat~on e U 'ted states Treasur 
~re 'S of the nJ. - , t fireworks. 

Tobacco and F~rearrot' manufacture and ~mpor 
f license 0 

ment or a 1 toring a few'fire-
, k was on y s mbl 

At that time Van schO~tC t rted to import or as~e et , 0. had not ye sa, as he d~d ge 
works ~tems an told that until such t~me 30 day li-
products. He was mbling a temporary , 
into impo~~ati~~i~~~ a~:ere~eiv~d continUo~~s~~~~ns~~~:rent1Y 
cen~t:~UtheS~ime of the June 9'Ai;:~~1~X~obacco and ~irearms 

~~a~e~:rh:~~r~~~~et~~e~~r~~~s~:~n!~~C;~~~fa~~~~~~~d~~:im-
erations to the po~nt ~ ere Ie It is also apparen 

~~rti~~ f~~~:~~~s a~h~r:~~:ss~:ve~ ~id ~t:~~l~n~~;:n~:~~ 
~~~~led~e of tha~ situla]t~l'~~~n~~:r:~s: manufacturer and 

, 0. to obta~n fu .- ' 
requ~re 

importer. 

7 . zoning Violation 
1973 public , , December 19, , h ' k 

During the Commiss~~n s as adduced that va~ Sc o~c 
, W dstock ev~dence w , g ord~nances. 

hea;\:'in~s 7n ~~lat,ion of McHenry countYf zo~t~eworks on his 
was al~o ~n v~ " n to store a ew th sale 
He had obt~in~di~er~~~~~~iS principa~ b~sin~~~ ;::n g~anted 
property, ~la~m, g This zoning var~a~~on Idwide Fire-

f food shorten~ng. 0. not to h~s wor , 
°t Van Schoick personally an tended that the zon~ng, 

o 'It has been con Th~S 

~~~~:t~~~p~~·not aPi~~ ~~b~~~tf~~e~~~~~e~o~~~~lderation 
matter ~s currently 't' s 
by McHenry county author~ ~e . 

Acme specialties Company 
J. 

Introduction 
1. f cturer of sparklers 

T
his company is thehlargest ma~u ~he united states. 

of t e largest ~n does not 
in Illinois an~ one Class C fireworks. It 
I t also deal,s ~n other y Class B fireworks. 

deal in an 
manufacture or 21 1939 und€!r , ' on March, , d 

, orated in Ill~no~~ rry cohen, an 
It was ~ncorpireworks corporat~on, ~y Ha e to Callen. 

the name of Acme F Cohen later changed h~s na~e name to 1\.cme 

Cha~1;s2~· ~~~~~. it filed ~ Ch~~geI~ii~~~~o~:cretary of 
On ~ Iti~s corporation, w~th e 
Spec~a 
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state. It ~s a closed corporation with all the stock being 
owned by its two owners Louis P. Landerman, 8918 Pottawattami 
Drive, Skokie, Illinois, and Lawrence A. Callen, (Harry 
Callen's son), 639 West Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. 
The officers and directors are Landerman, Callen and 
Marjorie Callen. 

The company is located in a one story brick and masonry 
building, at 2021 West Street, River Grove, Illinois, con
structed in 1964, which houses the office and manufacturing 
plant, on a three acre plot, in an industrial park. Forty 
five persons are employed by the company. 

Since Acme Specialties does not manufacture or other
wise store any explosives, licenses from the Illinois 
Department of Mines and Minerals are not required. Since 
the company does not manufacture or otherwise deal in 
Class B fireworks, a license is not required from the 
united States Treasury Department's Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms. ' 

The only government license held by Acme is a Certifi
cate of Registration from the Illinois State Fire Marshal. 

2. Bootlegging Activities 

Two admitted fireworks bootleggers told the Commission 
that during the past few years they have purchased Class C 
fireworks from Louis P. Landerman on the premises of Acme 
Specialties Company. The Commission also has~infC)rmation 
in its files concerning additional bootleggers who have 
also made illicit purchases of Class C fireworks from 
Landerman; and that the other corporate partner, Lawrence A. 
Callen, is fully aware of these illicit transactions. 

Invoices are not supplied by Acme Specialties for 
fireworks which are sold to bootleg customers. The customers 
pay for their purchases in cash. 

When Landerman was questioned by Commission staff mem
bers, in. the preSence of his lawyer, on Nov-ember 13, 1973, 
he denied :making retail sa.les of fireworks to any person 
who did not display a permit to display fireworks. When 
Landerman was advised thai:: the Commission was in possession 
of evidence that his company had sold fireworks to persons 
'without permits and who w'ere not legitimate wholesalers, 
he refused ,to answer any further questions in that regard, 
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upon advice from his counsel. 

Lav1!:ence A. Callen, the Vice president of Acme Spe
cial'cies, was interviewed by a conuniss ion investigator at 
the company's office on August 22, 1973. He claimed that 
the company only sold retail to those persons in possession 
of display permits, and ·to wholesalers. Callen pointed 
out. that the current Illinois fireworks law permits a com-
pany to SE'~ll fireworks to wholesalers. 

The conuniss ion believes that Acme has used the device 
of selling to a "wholesaler" as an eXCuse to circumvent 
the law. In fact, the law specifically does state that 
fireworks can be sold to wholesalers who are not nowre
quired to receive a certificate of Registration from the 
state Fire Marshal. (In the law which this commission will 
propose, there will be a requirement for licensure of 

wholesalers. ) 
Acme claims that whenever a customer claims to be a 

wholesaler, Acme will check with Dunn & Bradstreet to 
determine IIfor certain" that the person is an established 
wholesaler. Acme has not, however, checked with the' 
Illinois Department of Revenue, the only medium through 
which it can be' authoritativelY established that a person 
or a company is actually a wholesaler. 

Both Callen and Landerman were subpoenaed to testify 
at our public hearings in Chica~1o on December 17, 1973. 
Their attorney would not allow his clients to testify on 
the grounds that House Resolution 414 called for the Com
mission to submit its findings to the General Assembly on 
November 1, 1973, and therefore,. our investigation had 
terminated. The conunission advised the attorney that the 
reporting date was not a substantive phase of our investi
gation, and that they would be notified when next to 

appear at our hearings. 

On January 9, 1974, the Illinois General Assembly 
extended the reporting date to April 30, 1974. Accordingly, 
Callen and Landerman were notified to appear again before 
the Conuniss ion on February 20, 1974. On that occasion 
Callen and Landerman did not appear but their attorney did, 
claiming that the extension of the reporting date was 
invalid and his clients would not appear. The Corruniss

ion 

did not accept that contention. 

The Conuniss ion will petition the Cook County Circuit 
Court to compel their appearance before the conuniss

ion
. 
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At. t~at time they will be 
of fJ.reworks bootleggJ.'ng. questioned concer ' nJ.ng allegations 

3. Scope of Business 

Lawrence A C 11 ties, handl . . a 7n , the Vice Presid 
while LOuise~ t~e ~dmJ.nistrative matterse~;rO!hACme Special-
operations . an erman, the President ha dl e company • ' n es the 

The only direct manuf ' ~~:~:n2~~gages is the pro~~;~f~~go~rocess in which the 
m~nufactu~~~;o~~ a~e purchased by Ac!~a~~~~r~. All other 
and Japan a w olesalers in Taiwan clpally from 
this countrynd also from manufacturers inH~tnhg Kong, Macau . er states in 

Most of the compan' 1 ' o~her manufacturers andY w~ 1 egJ.timate ,$91
es 

are to 
w7th a much smaller vol 0 esalers in the United St t ~~!Play pe:mits. Acme ~:c~~i~.ret~il to persons wi~hes, 

ys or fJ.re any shows for ' 7es oes not construct disCJ.VJ.C groups. 

. The Commission will concerning Acme's 1 ' , attempt to elicit more' , 
Callen and Land egJ.tJ.mate business activit' J.nformatJ.on 
C .. erman are next 11 les when 
t~~~:s~~~k ~~~~WyinC~ th7 sUCC~:Sf~~ ~~r:~l~a~fb~fore t~e, J.rcuJ.t Court to ur petJ.tJ.on compel their appearance. 

4. S·tate Regulation 

In 1965, Acme S ' , 
Registration to d bPe~J.altJ.es 
from the State F'o uSJ.ness as , J.re Marshal. 

re~7ived a Certificate of 
a J.reworks manufacturer 

the c Acme S~ecialties claims ~tate FJ.re Marshal f that they have been inspected ~~r the past several rom three to four times eac by t~le with the State Fr~:r~; However, °the only r~co~d;e~~, 
i~~~s, one on NovembeJ: 15 ooaf~~~l re~lect just two inspec-

. Apparently no" , an one on Februar 1 ~~~ ke~t on file by th:r~~=~~ ~7cord was ever sUbmiited 
, er J.nspections, if, in fact J.~~ Marshal concerning any , ' ey ever were conducted 

The Co ' , . d mmJ.ssJ.on was f ' ated December 7 1965 urnJ.shed a copy of an Order 
~~r~ti~n, by fo~er St~t:e~Ir~OM!hehArne.SP7cialties' Cor-

o ows: rs a WJ.IIJ.am J. Cowhey, 
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, Hie above premises by, Deput~{ 
"An inspect~on of 1965 as author~zed 
L~pardo on Novemb~r l~~rshal'Act, as amended 
under the state F~re 1964 indicates that the 
and i.n force June,~ 4, sho~ld be made: 
following correct~ons 

, 'h r' shall be tested and 
"1. Fire ext~ngu~S er", d ttach tcl':j showing 
recharged each ~ear, an a 
datl.:l of recharg~ng. 

"2. 
Provide metal rubbish cans with covers. 

at all times; re
"3. Keep exit ar~as clear 
move all obstruct~ons. 

ble liquids shall be 
"4. Paints and f~a~a having t.ight closing 
kept in me·tal cab~ne s 
doors. 

k P
ing shall be maintained 

"5. Good house e~ , 
throughout the bu~ld~ng. 

'1 d so as to provide 
"6. Keep all s~ock ~~e:rance to the ceiling 
at least an 18 ~n~h 
or to the automat~c sprinklers. 

, h ractice of burning 
"7 Discont~nue t e P 'de '''n approved • 1 t or prov~ f.~ 
rubbish in the 0 ~onstructed as to prevent 
rubbish burner so k r burninq material. 
the escape of spar so· 

ds and hot plates 
"8. Electrical drop c~r cords shall be 
hall be removed. No rOI? ' . ' 
~ermitted for pe~manent w~r~ng. 

, Chicago office of the state 
"9. Not~fy the b corrections have 

h 1 hen the a ove .. 
Fire Mars a W 819). 

de (FI 6-2000, Ext.been ma 
d to ST i ve the above 

"You are hereby ~eque~te attention. 
violations your ~mmed~ate 

, ues.t may be made before' 
"Appeal from th~S req

18 196r.'. Address such 
the date of December , ' Mar:Jsh·',:tl Department 

h state F~re f, , appeal to t e , ' , n of Fire prevent~on, 
, S f ty D~v~S~o - " n of Publ~c a e q t Chicago 1, Ill~no~s. 

160 North LaSalle stree., 
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There is no ,qrit,ten record of compliance on file 
wi th the State Fire Marshal but we were a9.vised by that 
office that Acme Specialties made ora.l, telephonic notice 
,that the violations were corrected. 

The Fire Marshal supplied the Commission with a copy 
of a letter dated October 25, 1967, sent by former State 
Fire Marshal William J. Cowhey to Mr. Harry Stavrides, 
architect, 7847 South Shore Drive, Chicago, concerning 
a "Warehouse Addition, Acme Specialties Company, 2001 
Wes·t Street, River Grove, Illinois," as follows: 

"On October 25, 1967, plans for the above 
named warehouse addition were checked and 
approved by this office. 

"Drawings appear to make shoYlTings in accord 
with the rules of this Department and on 
that basis are approved, subject to full 
compliance with all the Illinois Rules and 
Regulations for Fire Prevention and Safety, 
adopted June 4, 1964, and all amendments 
thereto, and any valid local ordinances which 
may apply. ' 

"Plans were approved with the understanding 
that the following requirements would be 
complied with: 

"1. Building must be completely protected 
with automatic sprinklers. 

"2. Provide automa·tic vents or plastic 
sky domes in roof to vent heat in event of 
fire. 

"3. All electrical equipment and lighting 
shall be explosion proof. 

"4. Travel distance from any point to 
nearest exit shall not exceed 150 feet. 

"5. All exit doors shall swing in direction 
of exit travel. 

"6. Provide approved illuminated exit signs. 

~7. Provide approved fire extinguishers. 
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"Please notify the Chicago office of the 
state Fire Marshal (FI 6-2000, Ext. 818) 
when work is completed in order that a 
deputy may be assigned to make an appropriate 

inspection. II 
There is no record on file with the Fire Marshal that 

compliance was ever made with the items contained in that 

Order. 
On February 5, 1974, stat~ Fire Marshal Bernard J. 

Sadm.ski sent an Order to Larry A. Callen, Acme specialties 

corporation as follOWS: 

"An inspection of the above captioned premises 
was made on the last day of February, 1974, by 
Deputy George Michehl. This inspection dis
closed a fire hazard condition as hereinafter 
set forth, prohibited by section 9 of an Act 
in relation to the investigation and preven
tion of fire and dangerous conditions in and 
near buildings and other structures, approved 
June 15, 1909, as amended, and as prohibited 
by the Illinois Rules and Regulations for 
Fire prevention and Safety, promulgated pur
suant to said Act by the Division of Fire 
prevention, Department of Law Enforcement, 

state of IllinoiS. 

"This inspection.revealed the following 
dangerous conditions and/or fire hazards as 
indicated in violation of law. 

"l. Remove all combustible storage found 

in main boiler room. 

"2. Install a self-closing device on em
ployee'S lunch room door (Factory Section). 

"YoU are hereby ordered to remove or remedy 
said dangerouS conditions and/or fire hazards 
not later than thirty (30) dayS after service 

of this Order. 

"When violations have been corrected, please 
n0tify the Chicago Office of the State Fire 
Marshal (312-793-2694) for inspection. 

"Appeal from this Order may be made before 
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ten ~10) days from the da . 
hearlngs will be held th te.of serVlce. Appeal 
Monday of each month e flrst and fourth 
for your appointment' p;~ase submit a letter 
the State Fire Marsh~l lrect such appeal to 
Enforcement, Division ' De~artment of Law 
North LaSalle Str "t of Flre Prevention 160 
Illinois 60601. II ee , Room 1722 , Chicago: 

On February 13 19 Fire Mar h 1 . , 74, Lawrence A C 11 s a Sadowski, as follows: . a en wrote to 

Acme 

"W' lth reference to 0 February 5th 1 Y ur letter and Order of 
conditions h~V~ ~ase be advised that the 

, een corrected. II 

On March 6 ]974 . specialtie~, 'as foii~;~:FJ.re Marshal Sadowski wrote 

liD ~puty Georsre Michehl 
1974, all items listed 
Febru~ry 5, 1974, have 
complled with in full , 

:eports as of March 6, 
ln our Order dated 
been completed and 
at this time." 

. On March 6, 1974, the advlsed the Commission: State Fire Marshal's Office 

"Every thing in order .. 
Acme carrying a ver at th~s lnspection. 
Class C f' . y heavy lnven tory of 

lreworks." 
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Chapter 5 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: CHICAGO 
DECEMBER 17 and 18, 1973 

A. Introduction 

On December 17 and 18, 1973, the Commission conducted 
its first set of public hearings in connection with House 
Resolution 414 concerning the importation, manufacturing, 
transportation, distributwn, and ,1"nition of fireworks 
within the State of Illinois. 

At these hearings, the Commission heard testimony 
from the State Fire Marshal, representatives of the 
Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals, fireworks plant 
owners and employees, various fireworks bootleggers, 
Commission undercover agents, and other interested individuals. 

The following is a Summary of the testimony heard at these hearings. 

B. ~r. Thomas R. Hampsog 

Mr. Hampson.has been an investigator for the CO~is_ sion since June 15, 1973. 

Agent Hampson testified that there has been an ex
plosion at a fireworks plant in each of the last four years. 
Pursuant to the mandates of House Resolution 414, he was 
instructed by Executive Director Charles Siragusa to in
vestigate the circumstances surrounding the explosion of 
various fireworks companies located in Illinois, including 
those OCCurring at the Carpentersville Fireworks Company 
at Huntley, Illinois, on May 27, 1970; the Melrose Display 
Fireworks Company at Orland Park, Illinois, on March 9, 
1973; the Worldwide Fireworks Company near McHenry, 
Illinois, on June 9, 1973; and the Continental Fireworks 
Company in Pisgah, Illinois, on May 17, 1971. Agent 
Hampson was also directed to investigate the death of 
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Edward Bulger during the 1972 Independence Day celebration 
in Wauconda, Illinois, using fireworks supplied by the 
Worldwide Fireworks company, and an accident which severely 
injured Gary and Dana Eicholtz near the New Melrose Fire
works Display Company in Huntley on May 30, 1973. The re
sults of these in.vestigations are discussed in detai.l in 

Chapter 1. 
upon inq~iry by co-Chairman Joseph G. Sevcik, Agent 

Hampson testified that there are presently seven companies 
engaged in the manufacturing and wholesaling of fireworks 
in Illinois. They are the Osco Fireworks Company in o.sco 
and the New Melrose Fireworks Display Company in Huntley, 
which wholesale firevlOrks and contract to put on fireworks 
displays; the Acme Specialties corporation in River Grove 
which manufactures and sells Class C fireworks only; the 
Star Fireworks company in Danville, which manufactures and 
wholesales fireworks and contracts to fire displays; and 
three other fireworks companies located in Danville--world 
Fireworks, Illinois Fireworks and Liberty Display Fireworks, 
which are controlled by the same individuals and which 
manufacture, wholesale, and display fireworks interdepen-

dently. 
Agent Hampson, upon questioning by Co-Chairman Philip J. 

Rock, explained that "bootlegging" of fireworks exists in 
Illinois and involves hundreds of individuals and several 
million dollars annuallY. This terrn applies to the illicit 
trafficking of fireworks, primarily those of Class C type 
which are legal in some states, as well as M-80's, which 
are more destructive firecrackers and which have been 
recently banLed by the federal government. The major boot
leg distributors of fireworks purchase Class C fireworks 
from fireworks companies who sell fireworks legitimately 
and also purchase cases of M-80's containing approximatelY 
1,400 M-80's per case from clandestine manufacturers. 

According to Agent Hampson, when major bootleg distri
butors sell fireworks to minor distributors, the M-80's 
are used as an inducement for them to purchase more Class C 
fireworks. The reason for this is that M-80's are scarce. 
but in great demand. To illustrate the huge profits derived 
in the bootlegging of M-80's, Agent Hampson stated that 
$10,000 of M-80's sold by the manufacturer are eventually 
sold on the street. at retail for approximately $75,000. 
Further, he indicated that through bootlegging, inexperi
enced persons, including juveniles, are buying these 
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dangerous commodities th deaths and serl' ous ,~ . e use of which has result~:>d lnJurles. ~ in 

Agent Ha~~son also testif' d ' 
ana fe~eral laws applicable 'co l:h l~, regard t~ the Illinois 
These lnclude the examl' t ,- e lreworks lndustry , na lon and lic ' . 
companles by the State Fir Ma enslng of fireworks 

P
o' e rshal· the f 

sseSSlon, stcirage and t ,. manu acture g~ner~l, which is r~gUlate~a~sp~~~atio~ °7 explosive~ in 
Mlnes and Minerals. th ,y Illlnols Department of 

k 
' e retalling and h 1 . -

wor s and the limitations ' w 0 esaling of fire-
Illinois; and various fede~miosed thereon by the State of 
concerning the classificat,a statutes and regulations 

f
' lon transport t' 

use 0 varlOUS types of- l' , a lon, sale, and 
requirements wh~ch f' exp OSlve materials as well as 
, L lreworks plants t 
lnsure maximum safety A ' mus meet' in order to 
, , .. reVlew of th lS dlscussed in Chapter 8. ese pertinent statut~s 

Agent Hampson also 
Department of Mines and ~~ted tha~ the powers of the 
works industry are limite~n:~a~s In r~lation to the fire
facilities of a companyls ex ln~pectlng the storage 
ther~for. The main responsi~~~~~ves and issuing a license 
the lndustry within Ill' , ,y for the regulation of 
Marshalls Office Off,l~ols lles with the State Fire 
, . lClals of that off' . 
lnspect fireworks comp' , lce are required to 

l
' anles to lnsure th t th 

comp lance with current Ill" a ey are in 
a c t'f' lnOlS law as well t' 

er l lcate of registrat' f as 0 lssue lon or each new fireworks company. 

It, appears from the Commiss' I' " 

the Sta'ce Fire Marshal h b lon s, lnvestlgatlon that 
bilities for several re as een,derellct in his responsi-asons· lnre t' -
works plants", as set forth in th- rpr~ l~g the t;:erm "fire-
Regulation Act to l' 1 d e Illlnols Fireworks , nc u e only tho 1 ' 
manufacture fireworks. f '1' ,se pants whlch currently 
companies with any re~ul:~i~n: ~o l~spe~t existent fireworks 
organized files regard' f'Y' eeplng lnadequate and dis-
p 1 lng lreworks c ' romu gate rules and regul~t' ompanles, failing to 
required by sta'tutej and i a ~~~s, concerning fireworks as 
neglecting to regist ne, lClently registering or 

er new flreworks companies. 

, In his opinion, State enf lnqUstry is divided b t ~ orcement of the fireworks 
th e ween the F,ire Mar h 11 ' 

e Bureau of Mines and M' - s a s Offlce and 
lner~ls, both,,,of which have been 
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, ' ulating the industry. The 
ineffect~ve ~n reg t ge transportation, 
to the' manufacture, ~ o~a a~e antiquated and 
fireworks within Ill~no~S 

laws pertaining 
and sale of 
in desperate 

need of revision. 

Executive Director Siragusa's questiob~ t 
In response to "nd accidents which were su ~ec 

as to whether the explos~ons a, re the result of negl~- , 
, ' , investigat~on we ~ 1 to the Comm~ss~on s b lant owners or emp oyees, 

d ' 1 Y operators or Y P h' 
gence by the ~sp a is testimony by stating that ~s 
Agent Hampson concluded ~ t' 1 disregard for the law as 
investigation disclosed ~~ten ~ona 
well as instances of negl~gence. 

c. James E. cantwell Mr. 
F ' Marshal' and at the 

D Uty State ~re " 
Mr. cantwell is a ep , 1 assignment w~th the 

, he was on spec~a , 
time of the hear~ngs, ,'f' works investigat~on. 

, connection w~th ~ts ~re 
commission ~n 

Mr. cantwell 
to interview home 

'Fireworks Company 

, his responsibility 
testifie~ 7hat ~t w~~e former Worldwide 
owners l~v~ng near 
in McHenry, Illinoi~. 

1973, Mr. Cantwell met with Messrl~~e 
On August 11, 11.' son Robert Petersen, who ~ 

Kenneth Petersen and ~s " Fireworks Company. He , 
about 400 yards from worldw~dbe t Petersen had taken mov~es 

d th t Mr Ro er ' further indicate a . h'l they were occurr~ng. 
. ,t Worldwide w ~ e ' h'le 

of the explos~ons a , f the explosion be shown, w ~ 
In order that the seve~~t~ 0 Petersen stood in an o~en 
h e was filming the explos~on Mr. tial sides of tra~lers, 

11. k s of metal, par 
f' ld where heavy c un , 
a~~ unexploded missiles fell around h~m. 

ts of shrapnel which were 

Mr Cantwell displayed fragmen
A 

st 1] 1973, almost 
. , t on ugu ., 

found on the Worldw~de prop~r y The pieces of shrapnel 
two months after the explo~~o~he commission were picked up 
which Mr. Cantwell showed th site of the explosion. 
approximately 300 yards ,from f e trailer and the back part 
Among the debris were s~desl' °d' a doo'r The lock weighed 

'I 's s ~ ~ng . of a lock on a traJ. er 
approximately twenty pounds. 

K eth petersen explained 
t d that Mr. enn 

Mr. Cantwell sta e , tl" shot off" fire\'lOrks 
, that Worldwide cons~sten Y 

to h~m 
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during all hours of the day and not much note was taken of 
the initial explosions which occurred on June 9, 1973. 
However, while they were taking their heifers to pasture 
about three o-clock in the afternoon, they heard an excep
tionally loud explosion. Approximately fifteen minutes 
later, Mr. Robert Petersen arrived ~t the Worldwide property. 
At that time, the trailers had been destroyed a'nd massive 
explosions were taking place near the main buildings. 

A~ter this brief explanation, the movies that Mr. Robert 
Petersen took were shown to the Commission. hr. Cantwell 
explained the relative positions of Worldwide's trailers 
and buildings and Mr. Robert Van'Schoick's home, which was 
situated nearby and which had suffered extensive damage from 
the explosion. 

Mr. Cantwell also testified that he interviewed several 
other individuals who own homes near the Worldwide property. 
They expressed discontent with Worldwide's operations. It 
was the consensus that Worldwide was consistently displaying 
fireworks and disrupting the tranquility of the neighborhood. 

Mr. Cantwell also indicated that Worldwide Fireworks 
had been inspected by the State Fire Marshal's Office 
approximately a year before the explosion on June 9, 1973; 
and the company was charged with violations at that time. 
To the best of his knowledge, he also stated that a' registered 
letter had been sent to Worldwide indicating that the company 
was in violation of the Illinois statutes. regarding fireworks; 
but he did not know what disposition was made of the matter. 

He further stated that al'though there was a reinspection 
several months later which revealed the same inadequacies 
as the first inspection he did not know if any subsequent 
action had been taken to rectify the situation. He also 
was not aware of whether or not there were any proceedings 
cOillrnenced for prosecution, which is mandated when there is 
violation of the applicable fireworks law. 

Representative W. Timothy Simms commented that the 
Fire Marshal's Office is under a duty to forward information 
regarding a particular fireworks company to the State's 
Attorney's Office in the county where the company is located 
for prosecution. 
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In response to Repr~sentative Peter P. Peters inquiry 
as to what recommendation Mr. Cantwell had in regard to pre
venting severe injury or death when an explosion,occurs, he 
stated that his organization is not involved with fire-fight
ing; therefore, he did not know what could be done du~ing an 
actual fire. 

Mr. 'Cantwell also testified that the Fire Chief in 
Huntley, Illinois, told him that it was exceptionally diffi
cult to do anything when an explosion of this nature occurs. 

In conclusion, upon inquiry by Represe'ntative Peters, 
Mr. Cantwell stated that he does not know of any priorities 
followed by the state Fire Marshalls Office in investigating 
the various types of explosions. Representative Peters com
mented that when a dangerous facility exists, such as a fire
works plant, and there is nothing one can do in terms of 
saving lives and property except wait until an explosion has 
occurred, the state Fire Marshalls Office should give prec
edence to the l~censing and inspections of fireworks plants, 
over the licensing and inspections of ,other less dangerous 
facilities. 

D. Mr. Leslie Steineke 

Mr. Steineke is retired and was previously employed 
as a fireworks display operator for 50 years. He testified 
that he had been employed by the Thearle Duffield Fireworks 
Company and, on one occasion, for the New Melrose Fireworks 
Company. 

Mr. Steineke indicated, upon questioning by Represent~ 
ative W. Timothy Simms in regard to criticisms Mr. Steineke 
had of the display operations of fireworks companies in 
Illinois, that inexperienced men. are now handling display 
operations. 

He further stated that when Duffield was in business 
only experienced crews would be allowed to set off the fire
works. It was his opinion that there are too many amateurs 
in the business who are receiving no supervision. According 
to Mr. Steineke, "anybody who knows fireworks has got to 
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Mr. Leslie Steineke with 
enee as a fireworks dis i more than 50 years experi-
the.d~n~erous situationPw~~r~~erator, testified concerning 
ass~s'c ~n conducting fir k y teenagers are employed to 

el'lOr s demonstrations. 

When y"AnouYb~dY who knows fireworks has 
g~ve a man a torch h got to respect it. 

there is somethi w 0 never saw fireworks before 
pening II ac'co d' ng wrong, and this is what has been hap- ' 

, . ~ r ~ng to Mr. Steineke. 
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a man a torch who never saw 
When you give This is what 

there is something wrong. respect it. 
fireworks before, 

.I • II 

has been happen~ng. 
d 'd not know specifica.lly of 

He also stated ~hat he ~id not take certain saf~ty 
any fireworks companles th~t 11 ligent In his opinion, 

, . intentlona y neg· , 1 
precautlons or were k' putting on the dlSP aYe 

t ' must be ta en ln certain precau lons, 'city park or other 
'f th dlsplays are ln a " h For instance, 1 e t' locations where t ere 

t rs have to be pu ln , 
public a~ea, mor a. " t y of the spectators. 
is no possibility of lnJury 0 an 

, . stated that he never used juveniles ~o 
Mr. Stelnek~ f any youngster belng 

, . nd was not aware 0 , , k " 
ignite flreworKs a, e New Melrose Display Flrewor S 
used except at the dlSplay th , ' f r the 1973 Independence 

, Evanston IlllnolS , 0 
Company put ~n ln furth~r indicated that the Ci~y of 
Day celebratl~n. He, 'ficate of fitness to a dlsplay 
Chicago must lSsue a certl d th t the City is very lax and 
operator i however, he state d ~ 11 them to light it." He 
will IIgive anybody a torch an e 'ty that display 
further believed that it was a necess l 

operators be licensed. 
" d artrnen ts should be equipped 

He stated that local flre ~p resenting a display and 
with a manual on the pro~e: way °frf~tness It should be 

, certlflcate 0 1 • 
should also lSsue a , e de artment to inspect th~ , 
incumbent upon the local flr i knowledge of the indlVl
display area and to have personf~ works He also believed 

, 't' the lre . 
dual who will be 19n1 lng ff' should issue a hand-

F' Marshal's 0 lce h 
that the State lre , chiefs which would indicate t e 
book to these local flre, th t should be taken when 
necessary safety precautlons a 
put·ting on a display. 

S' gusa " Executive Director Charles, lra 
Upon questlonlng by 'discussions wlth any 

as to whether or not ,he had any prl~:s about hiring inexperi
owners of Illinois flrew~rks comtpatn~ that he had noti however, 

, Mr stelneke s a e d h enced operators, ~ , he could understan w y 
" asonal buslness, 't ' 

since thlS lS a se 'd individuals. But 1 lS 
it is difficult to get e~perle~c~ d'vidual be obtained. 
imperative that this callber 0 ln 1 

stated that fireworks companies who 
steineke also f~reworks for the shoW should also 
to supply the .... 

Mr. 
contract 
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supply the crew to ignite the displays. It was pointed out 
in his testimony that if a fireworks company receives a 
contract to put on many displays for the Fourth of July 
the problem arises as to where that company is going to get 
all the men necessary to supervise these displays. Mr. Steineke 
believed the person "buying the show" should be guaranteed 
a man capable of handling it; unfortunately, this situation 
does not exist at present. 

Mr. Steineke had no in forma tio'n regarding bootlegging 
operations within Illinois. 

Co-chairman Philip J. Rock asked Mr. Steineke questions 
regarding the insurance that the fireworks companies should 
have when firing a show. In response, Mr. ·Steineke stated 
that the companies usually would provide the necessary insurance. 

In response to Representative Peter P. ~eters' question 
regarding firing tubes in relation to various sizes of 
mortars, Mr. Steineke stated that the fireworks company 
should provide the exact size tube necessary for the shell 
to be fired. Specifically, Representative Peters was refer
ring to the accidents which occurred at Crystal Lake, Illinois, 
where the tube was larger than the shell put into it. 
Mr. Steineke indicated that each firework should be labeled 
as to what type of tube should be used for firing. The 
fireworks company does give certain instructions as to how 
far to bore the.tube into the ground. They also provide 
a manual for display operators other than their employees, 
who are supposed to be given prior training. 

According to Mr. Steineke, fireworks companies are in 
the habit of sending out "ship shows." ,A company sends out 
all the materials necessary to put on displays and a manual 
on how to operate them. They do not send out experienced 
individuals to ignite the fireworks. 

Mr. Steineke stated ·that foreign fireworks are poorly 
made because they are not made for Amefican type of displays. 
The shells are more elaborate and spread over a greater area 
than that which is customarily allottf;d for a display. For 
instance, a shell is made which, when fired, throws out burning 
material called stars. Some foreign shells contain sta:r.·s that 
carry a burning "trailer" all the way to the ground, which 
could cause injury to spectators. 
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In response to Representative George H. Ryan's question 
as to the amount of fireworks imported, Mr. Steineke indi
cated that many firewox'ks manufacturers purchase these 
foreign fireworks. He. also E-1tated that any manufacturer 
who was competent in this area would not send fireworks, 
which he previously describE:d, in a II ship show,r package. 

Mr. Steineke testified that 'ltlhen he was putting on 
displays certain fire protection procedures were followed. 
For instance, the:r:e were always fire trucks available; and 
firemen were instructed as to what precautions to take in 
order that maximum safety could be exercised. Further, an 
ambulance was normc",lly a.vailable when there were large 
celebrat ions. 

Mr. Steineke testified that prior to purchasing fire
works from a company i't is necessary to have a permit 
executed by' a local fire chief; however, the fireworks 
companies do not check to see whether or not the signature 
of the fire chief is authentic. In Mr. Steineke's opinion, 
a copy ot the permit should be registered vqith the State. 

He also suggested that the importing of fireworks from 
foreign coun·tries should be restricted to importing shells 
that are less than eight inches in diameter. He stated that 
if anything above that size were to explode in the mortar 
there could be fifteen or twenty people killed. 

E. Mr. Robert Deland 

_, .:'R!'ii+ .... ';4aJU'",,"~~_e was subpoenaed to testify before ·the I'" \,;o1nmission in regard to his activities in the illegal 
trafficking of fireworks within Illinois. He was accom
panied by his attorney, Mr. Thomas F. Dwyer. 

To each question propounded, Mr. Deland, acting on 
the advice of his attorney, refused to testify and invoked 
his privilege against self-incrimination. 

He was questioned concerning the following matters: 
the awareness of his present employer of the fact that he 
was arrested by the Chicago Police Department on June 22, 
1972, for the possession of fireworksi the amount of money 
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he has earned through the illegal sale of fireworks; the 
purchases of fireworks from Miller Fireworks Company in 
Holland, Ohio, and Acme Specialties Company in River Grove, 
Illinois, and Worldwide Fireworks Company in McHenry, 
Illinois, with the intent of reselling them; his purchasing 
of fireworks from Mr. Thomas S.' Seaman and Mr. William 
Szustowski, known fireworks bootleggers; whether or not he 
has ever obtained any type of governmE;,lntal license for the 
sale of his fireworks; whether or not any of the profit 
he made from the sale of these fireworks was reported on 
his federal and state income tax returns; the volume and 
sources of his purchases of M-80's; and whether or not he 
had contacted John F. Miller of Miller Fireworks Company 
to purchase a thousand cases of M-80's. 

F. Mr. Lawrence A. Callen and 
Mr. Louis P. Landerman 

Messrs. Callen and Landerman own the Acme Specialties 
Company and also have an interest in the Worldwide Fireworks 
Company. Accompanying them was their attorney, Mr. Harry J. 
Busch. 

Mr. Busch noted that House Resolution 414 directed the 
Commission to report its findings and recommendations on or 
before November 1, 1973. Since these hearings were taking 
place after that date, he questioned whether or not the 
Commission had the capacity to conduct these hearings and 
indicated that his clients would not testify unless it 
could be shown by the Commission that a report was made to 
the General Assembly. 

Executive Director Charles Siragusa stated that the 
proper procedure for Mr. Busch to follow was to petition 
the court. Mr. Louis R. Fine, Chief Counsel to the Commission, 
advised Mr. Busch that the Commission would peti t,ion a circuit 

• I •• ' 
court for an Order dlrectlng them to reappear before the 
Commission to testify in this matter. 

In response to Mr. Siragusa's statement that this was 
a mere delaying tactic, Mr. Busch stated that "when there 
is an enactment by statute or when there is a committee or 
commission fiJrm, there is no such thing as a technicality." 
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On January 9, 1974, the reporting date for House 
Resolution 414, which mandated the commission's investi
gation, was extended from November 1, 1973, to April 30, 

1974. 

On February 20, 1974, Messrs. Callen and Landerman 
were directed to appear and testify before the commission 
at its resumption of public hearings concerning the import
ing, manufacturing, transporting, distributing, and igniting 
of fireworks and the illegal trafficking thereof. Howev.er, 
their attorney, Mr. Sherman C. MagidsOn , appearing for Mr. 
Busch, stated that since the extension for the reporting 
date was extended after the original reporting ~ate expired 
the subpoena was still void. Therefore, Messrs. Callen and 

Landerman woul~ not appear and testify. 

Mr. MagidsOn was advised by Chief counsel Louis R. Pine 
that the commission would petition the circuit court for an 
Order directing that Messrs. Callen and Landerman to appear 

before the commission on another date. 

G. Mr. Howard O. Roos 

Mr. Roos has been 'the Chief Investigator for the 

commission since 1967. 

He testified that Hous(':: Resolution 414 mandated the 
Commission to conduc't a survey ,to monitor all patriotic 
fireworks displays in celebration of Independence Day, 

JU1'y 4, 1973. 

In order to fulfill this obligation, a questionnaire 
was drafted and forwarded to all fire departments in 
Illino~s. There were 1,164 questionnaires mailed. Tne 
questionnaire was designed to achieve the Commission's 
monitorlng objective, with the assistance of the partici-
pating fire departments throughout the State. 

The questionnaire further requested pertinen't informa
tion to be given by the participa'ting fire department 

relative to: 

(1) the location of the fi.reworks display; 
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(2) 
(3 ) 
(4 ) 

(5) 

(6 ) 

,off'; cial to monitor the display; 
the designated .... 

sponsor of the display; 'and the t' inspect~on 
the individual departmen ~t 

1 f the proposed s~ ei 
approva 0 -' tor's 'permit being 

'f' t'on of an opera ver~ ~ca ~ '1 1 authorities; and 
, d fTom the oca d 

obta~ne l' d the fireworks an 
the dealer who supp ~e , 

t 'ty being suppl~ed. the quan ~ 

ted at the conclusion 
'f tion was reques 

Additional ~n orm~ idents that occurred 

f the display concern~ng any ~cc. f city and/or county 
o " descript~on 0 any 
dur~ng the d~splay, a, d the details of all persons 

rdinance violatlons , an ' 
code 0 'ted during the d,isplay. 
arrested or c~ 

fire departments would 
According to Mr. ROOS~t!~~s:ach fireworks display for 

have at least one man to ~ I order that proper 
I spectlve area. n 

that department s re d the men assigned were 
t' ns be observe, 11 tions safety precau ~o,~ 'r authority to take a ac, 

encouraged to exerc~se the~ d us conditions that eXls ted . 
necessary to correct any hazar 0 

, ' the commission received a 
Mr. Roos test~f~ed that , t ly 43 per cent, of all 

or approxlma e . t total of 516 returns, d Of those 516 depar -, , ' lly contacte • 
fil.e departments or~g~na , ' 257 indicated that 
ments that retu~ned the qU~~tlo~~:l~::~ining 259 held no 
displays were, ~n fact, he . 
such fireworks displays. 

, f the results of those 
Mr. Roos then gave a synoPs~stO nts in which displays 

, A ng' those depar me , d 
questionna~res. rno 'h t permit being obtalne 

18 ere staged w~t ou a 
were held, w ~ " F ther in 10 cases the 
from the local author~tles. ur, ~cted by the area fire 
proposed display sites were not ~nsp . 

departments. 
", ultin from fireworks displays, 

In regard to ~nJur~es res h ~ c'dents with a total 
t nts recorded suc In ~ , 

only two depar ~e , u erficial injuries. In one 
of six persons lncurr~ng s p~ f Elmhurst Illinois, stopped 
instance, the Fire Departmen ... , 0 d bris ' prior to continuing, 

, ' 1 b cause of fall~ng e· , ' 
the~r d~sp ay e b' it into safety l~mlts. 
test firings were made to r~ng 
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However, because of strong winds, debris still fell into 
the spectators' area; and the remaining portion of the 
display was cancelled. 

In order that firsthand knowledge of these displays 
could be obtained, various Commission investigators were 
assigned to personally monitor three shows. 

Investigator Thomas R. Hampson viewed the display held 
in Park Ridge, Illinois, which lasted for approximately one 
hour and was also monitored by several members of the Park 
Ridge Fire Department. While the display was ignited with
out incident or injury, Agent Hampson noted some debris 
from the exploded material drifting back into the spectator 
area. 

Mr. Roger sutton, an Investigator with the state Fire 
Marshal's Office assigned to the staff pursuant to the Com
mission's investigation, viewed the display held in Tower 
Lake, Illinois. Similarly, there "Tere no incidents or in
juries during this time. Normal safety precautions were 
observed and the required permit was obtain~d prior to the 
firing of the show. The only problem noted was an absence 
of police control to contain the crowd. This resulted in a 
few persons approaching the firing area and being too close 
to where the shells were being launched. 

Mr. Roos testified that the third display was viewed 
by both Investigator John W. Baylor and himself. This show 
was shot off at Dyche Stadium in Evanston, Illinois, and was 
monitored by the Evanston Fire Prevention Bureau. 

According to Mr. Roos, one skyrocket partially detonated 
only 50 feet above the launch area. The shell fell back into 
the launch area and exploded only 20 to 30 feet from two 
workers. They were knocked to ,the ground from the concussion 
of the explosion. After the show, they were taken to the Ev
anston hospital for possible injuries but were later released. 

There were four boys assisting the adult display opera
to~s. These juveniles ranged in age from 14 to 19 years. In 
Mr. Roos's opinion, it was appalling that young boys should 
be hired to undertake such a dangerous job without the expert
ise that should be required. 
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All of the foregoing displays had the required permits 
and were properly monitored by appropriate fire department 
personnel; however, Mr. Roos indicated in his testimony that 
in contrast to the aforementioned displays one display was 
held for approximately an hour and a half in an unin~orpo
rated area on the east edge of the Downers Grove Estate Fire 
Protection District. This area is served by the Downer's 
Grove Estates Fire Department and the Du Page County Sheriff's 
Police Department. Both departments had no prior knowledge 
of such a display nor was a permit to hold such a display 
requested. 

Mr. Roos stated that it was revealed that Mr. Joseph 
M. Waz had set up and ignited the di~play. In checking Mr. 
Waz's background, the Commission's investigation revealed 
that he had an extensive criminal record dating back to 
1946, which included an arrest for robbery, armed robbery, 
and burglary. 

It was also revealed that two volunteer firemen from 
Downers Grove, who had no prior knowledge of the display, 
were in attendance. They had arrived at the scene by chance, 
and they gave assistance tq Mr. Waz in setting off the dis
play and controlling the crowd. However, they made no in
quiry as to whether or not a permit had first been obtained; 
and in fact, they had no knowledge that one was necessary. 

W11en Mr. Waz was interviewed by the Commission, he 
stated that he had been an honorary fireman for the Downers 
Grove Fire Department and that he had been setting off shows 
at that location for the past four years. He openly admitted 
that he had several boxes of M-80's, which are prohibited 
by federal and State law, and that he had made no attempt 
to obtain a permit for the display. 

According to Mr. Roos, Mr. Waz stated that he received 
contributions from local people to put on the show. Further 
investigation by Commission investigators revealed that the 
M-80's "shot off" by Mr. Waz were obtained through Mr. Will
iam "Wild Bill" Szustowski, who is a known fireworks bootlegger. 

In conclusion, Mr. Roos testified that the survey con
ducted by the Commission was significant for several 

- 174 -
:; , 

. i 

The 
tJ. rewa .. · .. · ...... I.LS"· Ilorv . r,,~ 

. Senator Frank D S . 
lIeise, Executive Di . t av~ckas, examining witness Leonard 
Prevention of Bl~ndnrec or hOf the Illinois Society 

• '. ..L. ess, w 0 +-est' f' d . for the 
eye ~nJur~es and blindness ~ ~ ~e .concern~ng serious 

caused by f~reworks accidents. 
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reasons. Unfortunately, however, many fire districts 
refused to cooperate by nht responding to the first or 
second questionnaire '. How,ever, it was determined from 
those who did reply that inexperienced juveniles were 
used at many displays throughout the state. Further, it 
was evident that there may have been many unreported inju.ries 
to these juveniles as well as adults who handled fireworks 
explosives \tlithout having 'thorough training. In Mr. Roos's 
opinion, the law should be'amended to correct these serious 

situai:ions. 

H. ~ Leonard Heise 

Mr. Heise is the Executive Director of the Illinois 

society for the prevention of Blindness. 

upon inquiry by Senator Frank D. Savickas, Mr. Heise 
testified that the Society for the prevention of Blindness 
is a'voluntary health organization whose duties include 
investigations into fireworks accidents which result in 

serious eye injury or blindness. 

He stated that each year the Society determines a number 
of eye injuries due to fireworks explosions. In order to 
determine this, all hospitals within the State are contacted 
as well as the physicians who have treated individuals who 

undergone these injuries. 

upon questioning by Representative Peter P. Peters, 
Mr. Heise stated that the society requ.ested information 
from these hospitals and physicians. The Society indicated 
to them that such information would bE! publicized in the 
news media, but the names of the victims would not be given 
unless written approval was first obtained. 

In conclusion,~r. Heise stated that although approxi
mately only one-third of those hospitals and physicians 
contacted responded to the questionnaire, it was his opin~on 
that there were many hospitals and physicians to which these 
questionnaires were sent 'VI7ho did not treat this type of 
injury. For instance, many of the physicians treat indus
trial eye ipjury but would not be involved in fireworks 

accidents. ' 
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I. Mr. Albert Jason 

Mr J ' , . ason lS a self-employed ' 
re,sldes at 4024 West McCullom malntenance operator, who Lake Road, McHenry Ill' , , lnOlS. 

Mr. Jason testified th ' 
500 feet from the site of t~: ~lS ho~e iS,located 400 to 
On June 9, 1973 the d t f orldwlde Flreworks Company , a e 0 the . 1 ' . 
hospi tal i however upon h .', exp OSlon, he was in the , ear~ng loud ' 
smoke, he immediately tele ho~ed ' n~lses and seeing 
house at the time Sh d P , hls wlfe, who was in the 
"t ' . e escrlbed the expl ' a omlC blast." OSlon as an 

Mr. Jason testified that the W ' 
caused damages to h' h ~ orldwlde explosion 

b 
~s ome of over $50 000 

e completely demolished H' ,- , , and it had to 
his claim for $46,000 al~hou~~ l~surance company settled 
was only $34,000. g hls coverage on the dwelling 

Mr. ~ason stated, upon in uir Y, , , 

Charles Slragusa that ' q y by Executlve Dlrector 
made any formal ~ompl ,prtlor to the explosion he had not 
th aln s to the pol' e existence of the f' ~ce or sheriff about 
injuries which could r~rewltOrks plant and the possibili,ty ot 

1 ' su to resident ' 
exp os~on occurred. He stated that t s ~n the area if an 
was there when he moved ' . he flreworks company 
completely demolished h ~n: and although his home was 
the same site. He fu~th:rl~~:~:~dt~OtbUild a new home on 
the area were severely dam d a other homes within age . 

C~-chairman Joseph G. Sevcik co -
Worldwlde Fireworks Com mmented on the fact that 

h
' , - pany was operating , 

or lS ne~ghbors moving int th prlor to Mr. Jason 
he 0 e area Mr J " was not aware of the f' .. ason ~ndlcated , lreworks compan .' 
purchaslng the propert t ' . y p,clor to his f y, ye he dld not' , 
sa'ety precautions were take b ~nqulre as to what 
~esidents after he moved in n y the comp~ny to protect the 
If a fireworks company were·toM~~ ~:~o~ dl~ suggest that 
should be surrounded b b k ullt In the area it y un ers. 

Upon 
Mr. Jason 
all times 

questioning by 
indicated that 
of the day and 

Chief Counsel Louis R F' W' . lne, 
~rldwlde set off fireworks at 

nlght. He indicated that sometimes 
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the company would receive new materials 
them off" to see how welJ: they worked. 
that although the fireworks annoyed his 
bothered him nor his wife. 

and would "shoot 
He further testified 
dogs it neither 

Mr. Jason also testified that on several occasions he 
had helped Mr. Robert Van Schoick, one of the owners of the 
Worldwide Fireworks Company, unload crates containing fire
works from Europe or South Americaj however, he would not 
ignite fireworks or actively engage in firing displays. 

Representative W. Timothy Simms inq~ired as to whether 
or not Mr. Van Schoick carried insurance on his plant. 
According to Mr. Jason, it was his und,erstanding that no 
such insurance existed. 

J. Mr. Kurt H. Johnson 

Mr. Johnson resides at 372 Bode Road"Hoff~an Estates, 
Illinois, and has been active in various facets of the 
fireworks industry. He is currently employed as a computer 
operator for the National Cash Register Corpo:r.atioIl, locaLec. 
in Rolling Meadows, Illinois. 

Mr. Johnson, who is approximately 21 years of age, 
testified that since he was a teen-ager he was interested in 
manufacturing and igniting fireworks. He stated that he 
would order chemicals through advertisements in magazines, 
which represented that the chemicals were suitable for 
making fireworks. Such chemical companies no longer adver
tise in this manner. 

He further stated that in 1969 he was working for the 
Melrose Display Fireworks Company in Orland Park, which was 
operated by Mr. Anthony T. Cartolano. At that time, he did 
general factory work and assisted in fireworks displays. 
He was never told nor was he aware of the manufacturing of 
M-80's by Mr. Cartolano or by any of his employees. 

In 1970, Mr. Johnson indicated he worked for the 
Carpentersville E'ireworks Company in Huntley, Illinois. 
While he was working for that company, he was injured in an 
explosion whicb caused sec.ond degree burns to his body. 
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Representative Geor 
of witness Kurt H J ge H. Ryan, Sr., 
~oung man had workedo~son, 21, 7licited 
~n the greater Ch~ r three d~fferent 

-,-cago area. 

whose examination 
t~e fact that this 
f~reworks plants 

Johnson was working for 
at MCHenry, Illinois when it Worldwide Fireworks Compan 
on June 9, 1973. was devastated by e~Plosio~s 
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Mr. Kurt H. Johnson, who testified that he was injured 
in the explosions of two fireworks plants whe:t:'e he had been 

employed. 
In 1970 he sustained second degree burns at the Car

pentersville Fireworks Company plant at Huntley, Illinois. 

~s to the 1973 explosion at worldwide Fireworks Com
pany plant in McHenry, Mr. Johnson said 111 heard a loud 
'\>1hooshing noise •. the explosion knocked me to the ground.: 
I ran .. another explosion knocked me down again .. 

I 
ran as 

fast as I could as hard as I could.
1I 
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Representative Peter P P 
J<?hr;son concerning the ne 17 eter~ questioning Kurt H. 
c~p~tated the explosion o~ ~~ent c~rc';lmstax;ces that pre
pany plant in McHenry Ill' ~ Worldw~de Flreworks Com-, ~nOlS, on June 9, 1973. 
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d he returned to the ' , 'uries had heale , f' HOY'lever when h~s 1.n] t'l J."ne end of the 1.rev'' 'd rking un 1. ~ , 
company and cont~nue wo , ately late August. Aga1.n, 
works season, which was appro~1.~he company engaged in the 
he did not know whether or no 
manuf~cture of M-80's. 

t of 1971 and 1972 and a 
Throughout the greater par t'f'ed that he had worked 

3 Mr Johnson tes 1. 1. "He ortian of 197, • _ . in McHenry, Ill1.no~s. 
Pf r 'V'1orldwide Fire'v'70:r:Ks compa~y < • June of 1973 when that 

o k' g .\.. Worldw1.de 1.n ..:I t ped wor 1.n",,\.., '~, 
hau. s op , ". d b-- an exp.Los1.on. company WuS demolJ..Slle y , 

l'd 'de he did general t d 4'hat at Wor W1. 'k Mr. Johnson sta -e.... h d' e driving a truc .. , 
. ' k'ng up merc an 1.S , . ld work, includl.ng p1.C 1. tated that when not~ce wou 

and making deliveries: Heh~ ent he would drive to the 
"~ed of a forel.gn s J..pm 1 t T"~"n. be rece:1.~v '. a small Chevro e' "'''-' airport or the harbor 1.n 

" at Mr Gregory F. Gorzelan~y, 
Mr. Johnson test1.f~ea th, knO\ffi to be involved ~n 

' • d_ 'chese hearJ..ngs 1 k' ds of another w~tness f-l,<..., k urchased severa ~n 
the bootlegging o~ f~r;~~rf~;m:himi however, h7 had never 
commercial-type f1.~ewo M Gorzelanny al'ways p1.cked up 
purchased any M~80 ~. an~·never asked that they be de-
the fireworks h~mseLf, ,. n Mr Gorzelanny was a 
liv~red to him. In h1.s op~n~o, • 
regulc . .r customer. 

, n at Worldwide, Mr. At the time of the explos~o . y office convers-
t he was in the compan d 

Johnson related tha h as a supervisor, ,an cus-
ing with JYlx. Michael Rowe, V'l 0 w He st'ated that fireworks 
tomers Thomas and Rob7rt ~~a~a~~y prior to the explosion 
had 'been set off earl~erth a to Thomas Scaman. 

O rder to demonst,rate em in 

J.. r P Peters as ' . Re resentativE~ Pel-e. , TTpon question1.ng by p , rk'~ Mr Johnson tf";st~-~. " 't'ng f~rewo '''I ,. .t:: 
+-0 the regularity of 1.gn1. ~ t';c

o 
to get samples,o.!.. 

- , ular prac + ~ , 
fied that it was not a :r:eg to see whether or no·t a cus-
firAworks and then test, them.... e He further stated that 
tom;r wanted that particular b\;..~PS ~'ype: of ac.t.i vi ty as it 

lly opposed to tL1. he was genera 
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created obvious dangers. 

Mr~ Johnson further stated that when there was a 
GUston1er who was known to be a large purchaser, occasion
ally 't.hat individual would choose two or three types of 
fireworks and have them ignited to determine which one he 
wanted. 

On the day of the explosion .. Mr. Johnson stated that 
all the trailers containing fireworks were locked and 
further indicated that the fireworks that were set off 
that day were launched in the direction the wind was blow
ing, which was toward an oJ?en field and which 'was approxi
mately 40 yards away from the trailers. 

Representative George Ho Ryan pointed out that the 
possibility·existed that if the trailer doors had, for 
some reason, become unlocked and a particle of the ex
ploded fireworks entered the trailer it could have ignited 
the fireworks in the trailer ca'using t.he devastating ex-
plosion which occurred later that day. However, Mr. 
Johnson disagreed with this concept. 

Shortly before the explosion occurred, Mr. Johnson 
was calculating a bill for Mr. Scaman. He indicated 
that six or seven trailers had been left open or unlocked 
during the time that Mr. Scaman had removed his fireworks. 
HOwevf.~:C,. he' emphatically stated that just prior to the 
explosion no trailers were left unlocked; and the last. 
t.ime fireworks were ignited was at least one hour prior 
to the explosion. 

Mr. Johnson f.:_~]~ored the possibility that the explosion 
could have been caus2d by spontaneous combustion. He noted 
that June 9, 1973, was a ,'V~al;m day and that muc::h heat eminated 
from the trailers when he opened the doors. He fUrther 
indicated that B:cazilian fireworks are more sucoptible to 
spontaneous combustion because of their chemical composition. 

According to Mr. Johnson he \tlas not sure of what other 
conditions existing at Worldwide could have contributed to 
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the explosion. He did s~ate that one or two trailers were 
in poor condition; however, these trailers were used for 
the storage of paper tubes, cardboard boxes, and supplies. 
None of these trailers contai~ed explosives. He further 
indicated that .Mr. Michael Rowe and he were a.t all times 
in possession of the keys for, the trailers and that n'o one 

else had access to them. 

Mr. Johnson further stated that in order to determine 
whether or not spontaneous combustion caused the explosion 
many factors must be taken into consideration--

the 
chemical 

composition of the fireworks involved, the pr.oximity of the 
fireworks storage boxes to the metal _sides of the trailer, 
the humidity, and the extreme heat. The owners of the 
company should have had the knowledge of what could happen 
under these conditions; however, in his opinion, no precau
tions to prevent such an explosion were taken. Mr. Johnson 
modified his statement by indicating that there are many 
other conditions to be taken into consideration before one 
can determine that the explosion occurring at Worldwide was 

actuallY caused by sp'ontaneous combustion. 

Mr. Johnson, upon questioning by Representative Frank 
D. Savickas, indicated that on occasion he would hold 
training courses for the customers of the company who were 
putting on display shows. This training session would 
occur each year around the middle of June whereby he would 
demonstrate the different facets of operating fireworks 
displays; for instance, how to prepare fireworks for ignition 
and \"hat to do in case a bad shell is fired. Fie further 
indicated, however, t.hat he and Mr. ~Rowe were the only ones 
who had access to the trailers during any training course 
and were aware of the dangerouS conditions that existed 
and observed the necessary safety precautions. 

1 • 

Representative Savickas indicated that. these people 
for who~ training sessions were conducted were only purchasers 
of fireworks and not trained fireworks display operators. 
In response thereto, Mr. Johnson responded that anyone with 
"good common sense who takes the proper safety precautions" 
can display their fireworks and can do it at much less cost 

than for what a company charges. 
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In regard 
Fire Marshalls 
indicated that 

to the inspection of Worldwid 
Office or local fl' d e by the State , re epartment M 
lnspections were made three ' r. Johnson 

a period of over two-and-a-half or four times in 
any violations. years; however. he was not 

aware of 

Mr. Johnson stated that ' o~curred he heard a loud IIWhO~~h1~elltlm~ the 
hlS chair; however "g nOlse. 

explosion 
He arose from 
knocked him to the ground. II From' t~n e~ploslo~ lmmediately 

en It was Just ru ' 
explosion or two knocked me to . nnlng, and. another 
fast as I could as h d the ground. Again I ran as 

ar as I could. II 

He indicated that the first e ' 
trailer area; specificall f xplo~lon cam'e from the 
trailers. The center trarier

rom th~ mlddle section of the 
mostly of Spanish and F 11. c~n~alned rockets that were renc orlgln Br '1' ' 
were also stored in th . aZl lan fireworks e same area. 

He testified that th I upon Representative Peters I ' 

e sound of the explosion which lnquiry, 
t~an that which he heard at the ti he heard was different 
Flreworks Company expl' . me of the Carpentersville 
t ' OSlon. The explo ' ersvllle company was d Slon at the Carpen-

h ue to the negl' w 0 swept up a pile of ,lgence of an employee 
, , very volatlle powd' ' 

mlxlng room and then rolled ,ers lnside a powder 
the '1 a metalllc chem' 1 pl e on a concrete flo lca drum through or. 

After the intial ex 1 ' 
Mr. Johnson was preoccupfe~s~~~ha~,the Worldwide plant, 
not know what happened to th S lS own safety. He did 
however, 11. e caman brothers or to M w en he had escaped from the t ' r. Rowe; 
that the rest of the people' 'd raller, he thought 
killed. He said there was lnSl e the trailer had been 
to assist any of the oth no way he could have attempted 

th 
' ' er men as he wa bl 

e ~raller. After a sh t' s own away from or perlod of ti 11. 
saw N\r. Rowe running in the d' , me ad elapsed, he same lrectlon as himself. 

Mr. Johnson testified that' , 
Worldwide Fireworks Comp h prlor to hlS employment at 
Sc any e had worked for M 

aman, a known fireworks bootl . r. Thomas S. 
his plant in M' " egger and manufacturer at 

lssourl. Mr Sca h ' 
since the time of the Worldwide man, w ~m he has not seen 
M-SO salutes. exploslon, had produced 
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When questioned as to the illegality of the manufacturing 
of M-80 explosives, Mr. Johnson stated that at the time he 
was employed by Mr. Seaman, Mr. Scaman indicated tha,t he had 
the applicable state and ,federal licenses to manufacture 
fireworks, including W-80's. Mr. Johnson did not know at 
the time he was employed by Mr. Scaman that it was il·legal 

to sell M-80's. 

He further testified that Mr. Scaman had purchased some 
of his chemical supplies from Mr. John F. Miller of Miller 
Fireworks Company in Bolland, Ohio; however, he did not know 
whether or not Miller Fireworks Company was purchasing any 
M-80's from Mr. Scaman. Mr. Johnson stated that he had 

made deliveries to Mr. Miller. 

Executive Director Charles Siragusa stated that Miller 
Fireworks Company was involved in the manufacturing of M-80's. 
However, after Mr. Miller waS arrested by federal agents 
because of this activity, Mr. Miller made arrangements to 
buy M-80's from Mr. Scaman. Mr. Johnson was not sure 

whether or not this was a fact. 

Mr. Johnson testified that an employee had told him 
that Mr. Miller's employees could switch from manufacturing 
illegal explosives, including M-80 salutes, to manufacturing 
legal M-80 smoke devices in a time period of only three 
minutes when any suspected federal or police agents would 

approach the property. 

He testified that he delivered M-80 salutes to various 
customers who purchased fireworks from Mr. Seaman. Be was 
not sure whether or not Mr. Joseph Pavone of ~~icago, one 
of Mr. Scaman's customers, received any of the M-80's he 
delivered. He did notice that whe~ he made his delivery to 
Mr. Pavone there were fifty or more unmarked cases in his 
possession; however, he did not know whether or not those 

cases contained M-80's. 

Mr. Johnson indicated that when he would transport 
explosives his truck was never marked "Danger,- Explosives"; 
hence, another driver would not be aware of the fact that 
a truck carrying explosives was in front or in back of him. 
He did indicate, however, that the truck was equipped with 
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a fire extinguisher. He did 
state regulations regarding t~~t know of any federal or transportation of explosives. 

Mr. Johnson indicated that h 
money from Mr. Scaman for f' e had never collected any 

h t 
. lreworks and wa t 

w a Mr. Scaman charged for s no aware of 
testified that at the time h: ~:~~ of M-8~rs~ He further 
Mr. Pavone he collected ,lvered flfty cases to 
. , , , approxlmately $2 000· h 
agaln lndlcated he had 'd ' I owever, he 
the money. ,no l ea as for what he was collecting 

He ~as not sure how much a case of M-80 
sell for. He had been told that salues would 
which consisted of 20 ba s ,a. case of M-80 salutes, 
ranged anywhere from $35gtoc~~~alnlng 1/2 gross per bag, 
half gross can be sold f b a case. On the street, a 

or etween $15 to $20. 

Mr. Johnson testified th t . 
in Kentucky and Alabama. H ~ Mr. s~am~n also had customers 
supplies were sold to otheref,urther ~ndlcated that chemical 
Mr. Scaman, but he was n t lreworks manufacturers by 

h 
' 0 aware of wheth~r 0 t 

c emlcals were used in th f .~ r no these k 1 e manu acture of M-80' ' 
now edge, however, he thou ht s. To h~a 

all the ingredients needed ~ that Mr. s?aman never sold 
one person. or manufacturlng M-80's to any 

Mr. Johnson stated that the 
the State is in poor condition 
located in "shanty towns." • 

fireworks industry wi-thin 
Fireworks factories are 

In conclusion Mr J h ' , 197'" h ,. 0 nson testlfled that on July 2 
.J, e was arrested for the 'U 1 f ' 

At the time of these hear' ~ aw ul sale of fireworks. 
trialj however, he stated l~~S~ e was curren~ly awaiti.ng 
crime. a he was not gUllty of that 

K. Mr. Bernard J. Sadowski 

The Office of the State Fire . - < , , 

the Department of L Marshal ~s a ctlvlslon of 
State Fire Marshal ahwavE~forcemen~. Mr. Sadowski is the 

, lng occr;nled th' " , 
March 1 1973 H' . ~,t:"' lS posltlon Slnce 

, • e was asslsted at the h . 
State Fire Marshals Harry H h earlngs by Assistant 
Administrative Assistant st~~ es and Joseph Patton; 
Investigator Gus M ley Morton; and Chief Arson 

azzone, all of whom provided testimony. 
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A statement prepare8 by Sadowski was entered in the 
record. In the statement, he described the manner in which 
jurisdiction over fireworks is possessed by both the Depart
ment of Law Enforcement and the Department of Mines and 
Minerals. 

The statement also noted that the Illinois Fireworks 
Act requires that fireworks companies established after 
August 2, 1951, must possess a certificate of registration 
from the Department of Law Enforcement. Such certificates 
are issued if a companyls facilities are constructed and 
maintained in conformance with the Fireworks Act. He also 
noted that the Fireworks Act~xempts fireworks companies 
in existence on or before August 2, 1951, from satisfYing 
the statutory minimum distance requirements between fire
works factory buildings and other structures or roads. In 
order to ensure compliance with the Fireworks Act, Mr. 
Sadowski believed that the Department of Law Enforcement 
had the authority to inspect fireworks companies even though 
such inspections are not explicitly directed in the Fireworks 
Act. 

In his statement, Mr. Sadowski also noted that virtu
ally all fireworks companies are also subject to inspections 
by the Department of Mines and Minerals because the Mines 
and Miners Act requires the Department to periodically in
spect places where exp~osives are stored. He added that 
the duty of the Department of Mines and Minerals to make 
inspections supercedes the implied authority of the Depart
ment of Law Enforcement to make such inspections. 

Mr. Sadowski indicated that there is a conflict between 
the provisions of the Fireworks Act and the Explosives Act, 
which specify the minimum distance requirements between 
fireworks factory buildings and other structures and roads. 
The requirements of the Explosives Act are much more severe 
since they cover all types of explosives, including dynamite 
and other high explosives. 

Mr. Sadowski emphasized that the definition in the Ex
plosives Act of a "magazine" is unsatisfactory and suggested 
stiffer requirements which would prevent an explosion in 
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one m ' agaz~ne from being communicated 
He also suggested that th -. to another magazine. 
works Act to fireworks co; :x~mpt~ons ~~anted in the Fire
August 2 1951 h P n~es ~n ex~stence on or before 

, , s ould be terminated. 

As a final comment in his re 
owski stated that if th G P pared statement, Mr. Sad-

, e eneral Assembl 
author~ty over fireworks ' y vests complete 

compan~es and d' 
partment of Law Enforcement he ~ , ~splays in the De-
new regulations patterned aft ~n~,h~s st~ff would draft 
Association recommendat' er a ~onal F~re Protection 

. ~ons and other model cod es. 

A series of questions wa 
the members of his staff Th

s pose~ t~ Mr. Sadowski and 
t ' . e Comm~ss~on r t ' 
~on not only about the St t' eques~ed ~nforma-
d' . a e F ~re Marshall d t' , 

gar to f~reworks control btl s u ~es ~n re-
of the State Fire Marshal~ u a sO,a~ ~o,the entire scope 

s respons~b~l~t~es. 

Mr. Sadowski explained that the duty of h' ff' 
is to inspect all St t ' ~s 0 ~ce 
b th a e ~nstitutions, all fac;l;t;es l;censed 

y e State, and all facil't' • • ~ • 
has been filed. Although h~ ~:: :gainst which a complaint 
make the necessary in"'pect' staff of 57 deputies to 
this number of inspec~or ~on~, Mr. ,S~dowski indicated that 
~ h s ~s .nsuff~c~ent t t h hars aIls responsibil't' 0 mee t e Fire 
discretion had been p~a~e~., Ther~fore, a great deal of 
Hughes, who handles nor~~er~nI1~~~s~ant State Fire Marshals 
supervises southern Ill" ~no~s, and Patton, who 
are inspected. ~no~s, as to which types of facilities 

Mr. Morton explained th t th ' 
require fireworks companies ~n ~ F~reworks Act does not 
August 2, 1951, to obtain a c e~~~tence on or prior to 
issued by the State Fire M ~r1~f~cate of registration 
by members of the Fire Mar:~sl~· Even so, it was conceded 
eight fireworks companies h a ~ staff that while at least 
to August 2 1951 1 ave egun operations subsequent 

, , on y one reg' t t' been issued. ~s ra ~on certificate had 

f
' , The staff of the State Fire Marshal 
~c~ency f ' excused the insuf-

, - 0 reg~stration to its having been unaware of the 
ex~stence of many firework companies. 

Mr. Sadowski stated 
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Illinois State Fire Marshal Bernard J. Sadowski, left, and Assist~t State Fire 
Marshal Harry Hughes, testifying that their office had been unaware of the existence 
of certain fi.reworks plants until after they had been devastated by explosions. 
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Senator Philip J. Rock (Co-Chairman), left, and Rep. w. Timothy Simms'question 
Illinois State Fire Marshal Bernard J. Sadowski concerning. the fact that only one, 
of the eight fireworks companies in Illinois, had eVer applied for a Certificate 
of Registration, and had operated illegally for many years. 
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that his office is the last to learn of the existence of 
a fire'ltlorks company unless his office is so notified by 
a local fire chief. He asserted that the reason his office 
is unaware of these companies is because they are located 
in remote spots in the state. He stated that ,the D:puty 
Fire Marshals make a valiant effort in search~ng for these 
companies, but they cannot find them until the local fire 

chief tells them about it. 

Executive Director Charles siragusa suggested to Fire 
Marshal Sadowski that greater pressure should be put on 
all local fire chiefs to report the existence of fireworks 
companies. co-chairman Joseph G. sevcik added that, if 
necessary, legislation,would be proposed to assure such 
action. Executive Director Siragusa also offered Mr. Sad
o'lt!ski information concerning the unregistered fire\vorks 
companies established after August 2, 1951, and ~till ~n 
existence. This was done with the hope that reg~strat~on 
of these companies would be f.orthcoming. 

Much concern was expressed by commission members as 
to the manner in which administrative proceedings are held 
by the State Fire Marshal's office. The Commission sug-' 
gested to Mr. Sadowski and his staff that all subsequent 
appeals hearings should be conducted by legal counsel and 
permanently recorded by a court reporter. 

It was adduced that the state Fire Marshal has little 
or no power of enforcement. When violations a:e detected 
in the course of an investigation, the state F~re Marshal 
can only request the violator to correct deficiencies. 
More severe action against a violation is taken by the 
agency which licenses the violator. If violations were 
found at a nursing home, for example, only the Department 
of public Health, after having received notification of the 
violations, could order the closing of the nursing home. 

prosecution for failure to correct violations can b~ 
undertaken by 'the Illinois Attorney General after a ~earl.ng 
has been given to the accused violator. Mr. Sadowskl. can
didly admitted that no such prosecutions have ever occurred. 
The Commission strongly suggested that the Fire Marshal's 
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~oli~y ~f not permanently recording all hearings has made 
~t d~ff~cult for the Attorney General to act and therefore 
warrants immediate correction. 

L. Mr. Donald C. Simpson and Mr. Lesi~F W. Glynn 

Mr. Simpson is the Explosives Administrator for the 
Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals. Mr. Glynn is 
an Explosives Inspector for the same department. 

They initially were asked by Co-chairman Philip J. 
Rock tO,explain the significance of the Explosives Licensing 
Act, wh~ch was passed in 1971. Mr. Simpson indicated that 
the Act prescribes licensing requirements for individuals 
who wish to possess explosives but does not cover the storage 
of explosives, including fireworks. 

Mr. Simpson explained that a "magazine" is a building 
or other structure used to store explosives. He indicated 
that in Illinois there are approximately 900 magazines in 
300 separate locations. The magazines are licensed by the 
Dep~rtment of ~ines and Minerals upon receipt of an appli
cat~o~ ~eflect~ng,the distance of the magazine from public 
facl.l~t~es, bu~ld~ngs, roads, and highways. He also indi
cated that the Department has jurisdiction over the manner 
in which magazines are constructed. 

Mr. Simpson admitted, however, that until the explosion 
at the Worldwide Fireworks Company, no magazine license had 
ever been suspended or revoked and that no fines for non
compliance with licensing provisions had ever been levied. 

Mr. Simpson mentioned that in 1972 the Department of 
Mines and Minerals proposed a law which would have placed 
fireworks manufacturing, storage, and transportation under 
the control of the Department of Mines and Minerals. He 
could offer no explanation, however, as to why the bill was 
defeated. 

Mr. Simpson asserted that control over manufacturina -' , 
storage, transportation, etc., should be under the juris
diction of both the Department of Mines and Minerals and 
the state Fire Marshal. He believes that the duties of 
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Mr. Donald C. Simpson (left); Explosives Administrator for the Illinois Depart
ment of Mines and Minerals, and Mr. Lester W~ Glynn, Explosives Inspec~or for that 
department, conducted investigations after the destruction by explosions of the 
Continental Fireworks Company in Jacksonville, the Melrose Display Fireworks Com
pany in Orland Park, and the Worldwide Fireworks Company in McHenry. 
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can be bett,er performed by the use of both supervision 
agencies. 

t ' b Co-chairman Rock, Mr. In response to a ques ~on y, . 1 
. h De artment of M~nes and M~n~ra s 

Simpson stated that t e, p _ t the Cont.inental Fireworks 
' t'gated the explos~ons d . , 1 ~nves_~ , 'llinois; the Melrose D~sp ay 

'company ~n Jacksonv~lle, I - 11" . and the World-
'n Orla~d Park I ~no~s, 

. Fireworks Company ~ .~. , Illinois He indicated 
. . k Company U1 McHenry, '. w~de F~rewor s d 11 f the buildings at that the explosions had destroye a 0 . 

each company. 

, d 'tted that there is no uniform state 
Mr. Sunpson ~ m~ be stored. Mr. Glynn 

standard of hqy.,7 f~reworks are to l' at the World-
that prior to the exp os~on 

added, however, . 'd' ted to the owners of the 
wide Fireworks Company, he ~n t~ca to store fireworks 

th t 't would be advan ageous 
company a ~ . a e This would lessen the 
in trailers rather than ~n a ~a~h~ ~ompany if an explosion 
chance of total destruct~olnn~ thereafter approved the licens-
occurred. In fact, Mr: G y After the 

. t trailers For the company. 
ing of five s orage . h d~scovered that more than 
explosion occurred, however, de ~the premises of the com-
five trailers had be7n locate t~nt Mr. Simpson subsequently 

It waS for th~s reason a _ 
pany. 's license to store fireworks. revoked the company . 

d the use of concrete bunkers as 
Although he approve . ted 'that storage of 

storage facilities, Mr. s~ml?son sUt~gefs tory He added that 
' , 1 .' qu~ te sa ~s ac. . 

fireworks ~n tra~. ers ~s t r from storage facil~'-
when fireworks are transportedhO~l~ clearly indicate that 
ties, the means of ~ransp?rt.s the vehicle, as well as con-
fireworks are conta~ned w~th~n _ 
taining fire extinguishers. 

- h t neither the state Fire Co-chairman Rock observed ~ a d Minerals has defini-
Marshal nor the Depa:tment of M~ne~ a:

sted 
that it would be 

tive authority of th~s ar7a. H:hsr~~y to one of these agen
better to give c?m~reh7ns~ve au t~ rity of the other agency_ 
cies, thereby el~m~nat~ng any au 0 

L. Doughertv asked Mr. Simpson hO\.'( fre-S,enator Daniel ~ t t d hhat 
are made of magazines. He s a e '~ quently inspections 
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inspections are made three times a year. Mr. Simpson noted 
that the largest nuffibeb of magazines are licensed to the 
mining and quarry industries. 

In response to a question from Co~chairman Sevcik, Mr. 
Simpson stated that the storage of fi:e<?\'JOrks in underground 
bunkers would not have prevented the fireworks company ex
plosions that have occurred in recent years. ae attributed 
the e:x:plosions to the manner in which the fireworks were 
manufactured and not to the means used for storage. Upon 
furthe~ questioning by Executive Director Siragusa, Mr. 
Simpson admitted that although the condition of the storage 
facilities did not cause the explosions, less damage would 
have occurred if the fireworks had been stored in underground 
bunkers rather than in trailers. 

LvI • ~r. Thomas R. Hampson 

Mr. Hampson is on the investigative staff of the Commission. 
During the course of his second appearance at the Commission 
hearings, he explained how bootleg fireworks are trafficked 
and identified some of the manufacturers, wholesalers, and 
distributors involved in this traffic. 

Much of Agent Hampson's testimony was detailed at 
length in previous chapters of this report. In summary, 
he told the Commission that the major manufacturers and/or 
wholesalers of bootleg fireworks for the Chicagoland area 
are: (1) the Miller Fireworks Company of Holland, Ohio, 
which is owned by Mr. John FQ Miller; (2) the New Melrose 
Fireworks Display Company in Huntley, Illinois, which is 
owned by Mr. Anthony T. Cartolano; (3) the Worldwide Fire
works Company in McHenry, Illinois, which is owned by Mr. 
Robert Van Schoick, Mr. Louis P. Landerman", and Mr. Lawrence 
A. Calleni and (4) the Acme Specialties 'Corporation in 
River Grove, Illinois, which is owned by Mr. Lpuis P. Lander
man and Mr. Lawrence A. Callen .• 

InVestigator Hampson identified the five major bootleg 
fireworks distributors in the Chicagoland area as ioVilliam 
R. Szusi:owski, alias "Wild Bill, II Thomas S. Scaman, Gregory 
F. Gorzelanny, Joseph F. Pavone, and Robert A. Deland, Jr. 
Agent Hampson indicated that these five major illicit 
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distributors' receive most of their fireworks from the four 
aforementioned major manufacturers and/or wholesalers. 

N. Mr. Gregory F. Gorzelanny 

Mr. Gorzelanny appeared and testified under a grant 
of i~unity by Judge Joseph powers, presiding Judge of the 
circuit Court of Cook county, criminal Division, for all 
matters upon which he was question.ed. 

Mr. Gorzelanny stated that while he did not currently 
have a full-time job, he did odd jobs and his wife was em
ployed. He admitted that ~ince his graduation from high 
school, which was approximately seven years ago, he has 
supplemented his income through the illegal sale of fire-

works. 

Mr. Gorzelanny indicated that during those seven years 
he had made repeated purchases of fireworks from the Miller 
Fireworks Company of Holland, Ohio. He bought M-80 salutes, 
cherry bombs, firecrackers, skyrockets, Roman candles, foun
tains, and various types of displays from this company. He 
obtained the fireworks by either taking possession of them 
at the company or by taking delivery of them at his home. 
Be admitted, however, that he had not possessed a federal 
license to transport fireworks into Illinois. 

Mr. Gorzelanny was reluctant to discuss the amount or 
percentage of profit that he made on the sale of fireworks. 
After persistent questioning, however, he stated that the 
amount of profit that he made on the sale of a case of M-80 
salutes, that cost him approximately $80.00, was from $7.00 
to $10.00. He asserted that he had not made more than 
$10,000.00 in any year from the sale of fireworks. 

A series of questions were directed at Mr. Gorzelanny 
for the purpose of determining who were his sources of fire
works. The first company from which he admitted having 
bought fireworks was the sunset Fireworks Company in Toledo, 
Ohio. He had difficulty remembering the approximate quan
tity of fireworks which he had purchased from this company 
but asserted that it was a minor amount. 
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Mr. Gorzelanny admitted that h 
amOl:mts of fireworks from Mr W' 11' e purchased substantial 
cc;mul.lonly known as IIWild Bill"" 1 H l~m ~. Szustowski, who is 
o~ders for fireworks with " e lndlcated that he placed persons who were at' 
as i:l.gents for Szustowski T pparen ly actlng 
quently identified as Be~s' w~ of these persons were subse
Hr. Gorzelanny terminated ~~s ~e~~rnJ;>ardo,and,Thomas S: Scaman. 
after having determined that he tl0nshlp ~lth Szustowski 
the fireworks he purchased f ~~de very llttle profit on 
due to the necessity of h ,rom 1m. He explained that 
Szustowski delivered fro a~~~g the fireworks he bought from 
too high for him to h m dJ.o, Szustowski's prices were 

ave ma e much profit on th ' 1 eJ.r resa e. 

After his relationship with szustows ' 
Gorzelanny purchased firework f kl ended, Mr. 
Company of McHenry Ill'n' s rom the Worldwide Fireworks 

, ,J. 01S. He bought sub t t' 1 
of fJ.reworks from thi s an J.a amounts 
were for others as we~lc~:P~~;s~~~.asserted that the purchases 

During the time he . Fireworks Company Mr Gwas iurchaSJ.ng from the Worldwide 
Anthony Cartol ' • orze anny was contacted by Mr. 

ano, owner of the New Mel ' 
play Company, in an effort to sell him ~~se FJ.reworks Dis-
zelanny gave no indjcation t h ~reworks. Mr. Gor
purchases.from this ·company~S 0 wether he eventually made 

While dealing with the Worldwide Fireworks Co 
Mr. ~orz~lanny also purchased fireworks from th Ampany, 
SpecJ.altJ.6s Company of River Grove " e cme 
that the only fireworks he h' IlllnoJ.s. He explained 
t' purc ased from the Acm S ' 

J.es Company were those with wh' h h e ~pecJ.al-
by the Worldwide Fireworks comp~~y. e could not be supplied 

At the Acme Specialties Com pan h ' Mr. Lawrence A Call . y, e dealt wlth either 
• en or Mr. Louis P L d 

asserted that the caut' , • an erman. He 
he had been purCh~sing ~~ned h~m not to tell anyone that 
tions were illegal. He ~~~:~rt~a!rom them bec~use his ac
had numerous other custo h they told hlm that they 
illegally. mers w 0 also purchased fireworks 

Mr. Gorzelanny was arrested on June 26, 1973, for the 
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illegal possession and sale of fireworks. He told the Com
mission that after his arrest he reced.ved threats against 
his life and- the lives of the memberrs of his family. In 
the course of these threats, he was 'cautioned not to reveal 
any information about his knowledge 9f the illegal t:!=affic 
in fireworks. 

Mr. Gorzelanny revealed that among the merchandise 
confiscated from him at the time of his arrest was the un
sold portion of 40 cases of M-80 salutes that he had pur
chased shortly before the arrest. The purchase of these 
M-80's had been made oq June 9, 1973, the very same day 
that the explosion at the Worldwide Fireworks Company oc
curred. The purchase was made from Messrs. Thomas and Rob
ert Scaman, who, shortly afterward, were present at the time 
of the Worldwide Fireworks Company explosion. Mr. Gorze
lanny indicated that Mr. Thomas Seaman told him that, prior 
to the explosion, fire'r.,Torks had heen set off within the con
fines of the company. 

Mr. Gorzelanny stated that at one time he had as many 
as 80 customers. Since his arrest, however, he has refrained 
from the illegal sale of fireworks. 

Mr. Gorzelanny could offer no suggestions for remedial 
legislation. He suggested that if fireworks were not avail
able in Illinois, potential buyers would simply travel to 
a neighboring state to make purchases. 

As a final comment, Mr. Gorzelanny noted that although 
there is very little profit in the wholesale sale of M-80 
salutes, retail sales of this type of firework can bring 
a profit margin of up to 300 per cent of cost. 

O. Mr. John W. Baylor 

A statement prepared by Commission Investigator John 
W. Baylor was entered into the record. It contained a cap
sulization of a three-week undercover investigation of an 
illegal interstate bootleg fireworks operation. 

Investigator Baylor's statement indicated that the 
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Commission's purpose had been to demonstrate how easily 
high explosive fireworks may be bootlegged and sold on an 
interstate ba.sis. 

The Commission had determined that a primary source 
of,the illegal fireworks that were transported to the 
Ch~cago area ~as the Miller Fireworks and Novelty Company 
ofdToledo, Oh~o •. A7cordingly, Investigator Baylor initially 
ma e a personal v~s~t to the company. 

While assuming the name of John Newlin Investigator 
Ba~lor approached a man, later identified a~ Mr. Elmer Lee 
Sm~th, fo~ the purpose of purchasing fireworks. He explained 
to ~r. S~~ th that he wanted to arrange for a twenty-minu.te 
aer~al d~splay of multi-colored starburst shells wh' h 
would take place in the Chicago area. ' ~c 

,Mr. Smith cautioned Investigator Baylor that a local 
perm~~ for s~ch a display would be necessary as well as 
compl~ance w~th state and Federal laws. Investigator Bay
~or told Mr. Smith that the local authorities would not 
~nterfere and that the State and Federal authorities would 
have no way of knowing of the transaction. 

A~proximate~y one week later, telephonic contact was 
made w~th Mr. Sm~th, who reiterated that a display permit 
was necessary. Two days later, during the course of another 
telephone conversation, Investigator Baylor and Mr. Smith 
agreed upon the arrangements for the display. Investigator 
Ba~lor wou~d pur7hase a quantity of fireworks for $2,000, 
W~~?h would not ~nclude liability insurance or Mr. Smith's 
f~r~ng fee. Mr. Smith initially refused to deliver the 
f~reworks because he would need a federal permit Wh 

t ' • en 
ques ~oned by Investigator Baylor as to who would be a-
ware of whether he had a permit, Mr. Smith relented and 
replied that probably no one would be aware of whether he 
had a permit. Mr. Smith then agreed to transport the fire
works from Toledo, Ohio, to a warehouse in the Chicago 
area. 

Nearly, two weeks passed before a final delivery date 
was establ~shed. Once again, Mr. Smith insisted that if 
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I 
I,,c <"",,. 

'd 't ly for a local permit, he 
Investigator Baylor dl n h a~~reworks himself. When told 
would have to tr~nsport ~ eossible, Mr. Smith indicated 
that such an actlon was ~mp ld protect himself was to forge 
that the only other way et~o~ User's Permit. Mr. Smith 
the name of the purchaser h d t do. and in reply, 'he stated )'1as told to do whatever he a 0 , 

that he would make out a phony bill of sale. 

mmated on the afternoon of August The sale was consu . Illinois In-
1973 at a warehouse in Willow Spr~ngs, ~ 

3" d ch' f Inve~tigator Howard o. oos vestigator Baylor an .Le . ~.;J d d $2 000 which was 
. f the fireworks an use , 

took possbeysst.Lhone °Illinois Bureau of Investigation, to make supplied 
payment. 

Smith and Mr. Ray Mason, as associ~te 
Unknown to Mr. d . ted him in making the dellvery, f M S ith's who ha aSSlS I' 

o r. m '.. eau of Investigation, and po lee 
agents of the Ill~nols Bur' n s Police Department had observed 
officers of the Wlllo~ Spr~ g In fact, the entire delivery 
t1:le delivery of the flreworks. f the I B I Shortly after 
had been videotaped by agentsthoe f~rew;rks: the law enforce·I-ho delivery and transfer of 
~- . th and Mr Mason. ment officers arrested Mr. Sml . 

P. Mr. Elmer .L. Lee Sm4th and Mr. Ray Allen Maso~ 

S 'th and Mr. Mason w~re arrested on AUgUS: 3~ 
Mr. ml f fireworks to two CommlSSlon 

1973, for the illegal sale 0 , t them were subsequently 
inVestigators. Th~ ch~rges ~gal~Sas a truck driver and Mr. 
withdrawn. Mr. Smlth lS emp aye 
Mason is employed as a brick layer. 

, h W B lor made contact 
Commission Investlgato~9~~ nfO~ r~~~purpose of purchas-

"'lith Mr. Smith on ~u~y 14, ~mith insisted that Investi-
ing fireworks. In~tlally, Mr. f John Newlin obtain 

h d umed the name 0 , 
gator Baylor, who a ass h f' eworks He later re-

' 'tl' him to pure ase lr. , 
a permlt entl lng t B lor possess a permlt. 
lented on his insistance that Agen ay 3 1973 by 

, k was made on August, , Delive~y of the flrewor sWho had brought the fireworks from 
Mr. Smlth and Mr. Mason~ 1 r and Chief Investigator 
Toledo, Ohio, to Investlgator Ba~e~ moments after making 
Howard O. Roos. They were arres 
delivery. 
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Mr. Smith indicated that he had purchased the fireworks 
from the Professional Pyrotechnics Company of Toledo, Ohio, 
and acknowledged that the company is owned by Mr. Thomas 
Farrow. He stated that he is in debt to the company in the 
amount of $1,400 for the purchase price of the fireworks. 

Mr. Smith indicated that he had worked for the Miller 
Fireworks Company of Holland, Ohio, a.s payment for a debt 
he owed to Mr. John Miller, owner of the company. He ac
knowledged the fact that Mr. Miller has been arrested for 
the illegal manufacture of M-SO salutes. 

Although he does not know Mr. Thomas Seaman, Mr. Smith 
characterized the M~SO salutes manufactured by Mr. Scaman 
as "l

ea
kers." This description refers to the fact that they 

were inexpertly manufactured with a resultant leaking of 
powder from the salutes. 

Q. Mr. Jpseph F. Pavone 

Mr. Pavone, a resident of Chicago, Illinois, on advice 
of his counsel, respectfully declined to answer each question 
asked of h.im on the ground that it might tend to ,incriminate 
him. He asserted that he was invoking the protection of the 
Fifth Amendm4nt of the United States Constitution and the 
applicable prOVisions of the Constitution of the State of 
Illinois. 

Pavone refused to answer the following questions: 
whether he was ever employed by Anthony T. Cartolano, owner 
of the New Melrose Fireworks Display Company; whether he 
ever made any illicit deliveries of M-SO salutes for Carto
lanoi whether he was engaged in the manufacture of fireworks 
and M-80 salutes or the illicit distribution of M-SO's in 
his own behalf; whether he had ever reported earnings on 
the sale of fireworks on his federal or State income tax 
returns; whether he has required his customers to possess 
permits to purchase fireworks; and whether he has received 
threats against his life because of the methods he has used 
to sell fireworks. 

- 203 -

. ' 



R. Mr. Robert L. Scaman' 

Mr. Scaman is a resident of Naperville, Illinois, and 
is self-empIoyed as a wholesale milk distributor. His 
brother, Mr. Thomas Scaman, is the owner of a fireworks 
factory located in stanton, Missouri. 

Mr. Scaman was extensively questioned regarding the 
explosion at the Worldwide Fireworks Company on June 9, 
1973. He indicated that he merely accompanied his brother 
to the company that day. He stated that his brother wanted 
to purchase a quantity of Class C fireworks but not to pur
chase M-80 salutes. 

Mr. Scaman and his brother were guided through the 
grounds of the company and periodically stopped at storage 
trailers to inspect various types of fireworks from which 
his bro·ther made a selection. After the selection was com
pleted, the cartons of fireworks were transferred to a 
pickup truck, which was driven to the company office. In 
the office, the bill was tabulated. 

Mr. Scaman adamantly asserted that no fireworks were 
set off as a means of demonstration'during the period of 
time that he and his brother were there. He admitted, how
ever, there was a possibility that'one or two trailer doors 
were left open after the fireworks contained in those trail
ers had been inspected. Interestingly, when asked whether 
burning papers, (as a by-product of a fireworks demonstra
tion, if there had been such a demonstration), could have 
blown into one of the open trailers, he replied in the 
negative. 

While the Scaman brothers were engaged in tabulating 
the bill with Mr. Michael Rowe and Mr, Kurt Johnson, who 
were employees of the Worldwide Fireworks Company, a hiss
ing noise was heard. Mr. Scaman asserted that this meant 
that something was wrong. Mr. Rowe and Mr. Johnson imme
diately ran out of the building. Mr. Scaman, who had a 
broken leg and, therefore, was using crutches, fell from 
the impact of the first explosion. His brother aided him 
in exiting the building. As a result of the fall, Mr. Scaman 
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suffered a broken arm h' h 
and for which he unde~w ~c SUbs~quently became infected 

en extenslve medical treatment. 

Mr. Scaman was questioned about 
ance of his brother Thomas th the physical appear-
He admitted that prior to t~: e e da~ of ~he explosion. 
severely bruised face H XplOslon hlS brother had a 
brother's facial inj " e asserted, however, that his 
beaten but rather we~~lfes wehre ~ot a result of having been 

t rom aVlng run h' a reeD . lS motorcycle into 

Mr. Scaman admitted that h' 
fireworks at his company A lllS brother had manufactu:ced 

M" , po 0 of the Ozark ' 
lSsourl, but denied that such f' ,s, Ln Stanton, 

salutes. He also deni d h ' lreworks lncluded M-80 
works to be filled by he, bavLng eVer taken orders for fire

LS rother. 

In response to the posin of 
the Commission believed to h g b sev~ral names of persons 
manufacture and/or sale M ave een lnvolved in fireworks 
tion. s, r. Scaman expressed no recogni-

As a final comment Mr S 
Commission consider pro' " cam~n su~gested that the 
quire fireworks compani~~s~ngb le~lslatLon which Would re
bility and property damage.

o 
e lnsured for personal lia-

S. Mr. Reno Carli 

Mr. Carli is a resident - , 
employed as an auto me h ' of Chlcago, IllinOis, and is 
that he has illegall c anlC. He admitted to the Corom' , 
salutes, for the purpYo~~rc~asekd, fireworks, including M~~~lon 

o rna lng a profit on the' lor resale. 
Mr. Carli stated that h 

works from Mr Thomas S e has made purchases of fire-
. caman a d W'll' 

alias "Wild Bill." S t ,n 1 lam R. Szustowski, 
zus owskL sold him M-80 salutes. 

Mr. Carli indicated that the 
~ad not been lucrative for him 
l~g had as customers his frien~s 
llttle profit had been made. . 

illicit sale 
He attributed 
and relatives 
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Mr. Carman J. Garozzo 

and 
sale 

Mr. Garozzo is a resident 
is employed as a printe~. 
of fireworks, for prof~t, 

of palos Hills, Illinois, 
He admitted to tbe illicit 
a few years ago. 

stated that be purchas,ed fireworks~ in-, 
Mr. Garozz6 Mr William R. szustowsk~, al~as 

cluding M-80 salutes, from. f szustowski's suppliers 
'11 II He asserted tbat one 0 11 d 

"wild B~· the Miller Fireworks Company of Ho a,n, 
of fireworks was urcbased no more tban $300 to $~OO 
Obio. Mr. Garozzo ~ 'n year from szustowsk~. He 
Worth of firevlOrks l.n any g~ve f bis 

profit margin was 100 per cent 0 
indicated that bis 
cost. 

tbat be stopped selling fireworks 
Mr Garozzo declared b' by tbree 

• f lly extorted from ~m 
after $175 was success u licemen Tbe alleged 

t 1 - bim that tbey were po . , 
persons wbo o,~d d t b' m tbat tbey were seek~ng 
police officers indicate °tb~'r 'arrival szustowski had 
szustowski. Shortly before ke~ tb t be h~d stored in Mr. 
consummated a sale of firewpr sh haad purchased tbe fire-

Th er-'O~l w 0 
Garozzo's garage. e p ~. d d by tbe alleged policemen 
works was apparently appr:lenbed occurred. He apparently 
and told tbem where tbe SG, e h a . h Szustowski had made the 
neglected to mention that alt °t

Ug 
d at a home that did not 

f ' orks had been sore l' sale, the ~rew f when the alleged po ~ce-
t wski There ore, ' , d 

belong to Szus 0 • • h tbey expected to f~n 
, d t Mr Garozzo some, 'h t men arr~ve a ,. that they realized 'Co a 

szustowski. Although it app~~rs he was fo:r:ced to make the 
Mr. Garozzo was not Szustows ~, 
$175 payment to these men. 
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A. 

Chapter 6 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: WOODSTOCK 
DECEMBER 19, 1973 

Introduction 

On December 19, 1973, 'the Commission conducted its 
public hearings, which had commenced in Chicago on 
December 17 and 18, 1973, in regard to its investigation 
into the importation, manufacture, transportation, dis
tribution, and ignition of fireworks within the State of 
Illinois and the illegal trafficking thereof. 

The first set of public hearings inquired into certain 
aspects of the firewQrks industry, including responsibilities 
of the State Fire Marshalls Office and the Illinois Depart
ment of Mines and Minerals, the extent and nature of illegal 
trafficking of fireworks within thf: State of Illinois, the 
results of monitoring various fireworks displays held in 
commemoration of Independence Day, July 4, 1973, as well as 
various accounts of explosions occurring at Worldwide 
Fireworks Company in McHenrYr Illinois. 

The hearings held on December 19, 1973, made further 
inquiries into the foregoing sUbjects. The following is 
a summary of the testimony heard at this hearing. 

B. Sheriff Arthur Tyrrell and 
Detective George Voska 

Sheriff Tyrrell is the Chief Law Enforcement Agent . 
for the McHenry County Sheriff's Department in Woodstock, 
Illinois. Detective Voska is affiliated with the Sheriff's 
office and was directed by Sheriff Tyrrell to effectuate 
an undercover purchase of fireworks from the New Melrose 
Fireworks Display Company, in Huntley, owned by Mr. 
Anthony T. Cartolano. 

Detective Voska testified that, prior to Sheriff Tyrrell's 
direction, Judge Thomas Baker of the McHenry CO'tmty Circuit 
Court entered an Order authorizing the seizure of a quantity 
of fireworks from the New Melrose Fireworks Display Company. 
He further stated that this Order was issued pursuant to a 
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complaint filed alleging violations of various Illinois stat
utes and that the New Melrose Fireworks Display Compa.ny did 
not have a permit to "shoot off" fireworks, which it had been 
doing. He further stated that this Order prohibited Mr. Car
tolano from selling any of his inventory until June 19, 1973, 
the date set for a hearing on this mat.ter. Subsequent to the 
hearing which was continued until June 27, 1973, the fire
works were released. 

Detective Voska stated that on June 15, 1973, in an 
attempt to make an undercover purchase, he arrived at the New 
Melrose Fireworks Display Company, approached Mr. Cartolano, 
and stated that he wished to buy fireworks from him. Mr. Car
tolano asked him whether or not he had a permit; and Detective 
Voska replied that he was purchasing such fireworks for his 
uncle who did not have such a permit. Mr. Cartolano directed 
Detective Voska to one of his employees, Steve Curtis, who 
then sold him $46 worth of fireworks, which consisted of sky
rockets, Roman candles, and firecrackers. 

Upon examination by Executive Director Charles Siragusa, 
Detective Voska indicated that he could have purchased as much 
fireworks as he wanted. Further, ~he only instructions on 
handling these fireworks were given to Detective Voska as he 
was leaving New Melrose. Mr. Cartolano simply stated that 
he was not to worry about the heat and to make certain that 
the fireworks remained dry . 

:~'"' . 
.'t. 

On .June 16, 1973, Detective Voska purq~ased an additional 
$12 worth of fireworks from the New Melrose Ilireworks Display 
Company. Both purchases were in violation of~the Order entered 
by Judge Balser. On his second buy, Deputy Merrill Dunivan 
accompanied Detective Voska. 

Sheriff Tyrrell testified that subsequent to Detectiye 
Voska's purchase, he had made arrangements with Commission 
Investigator Thomas R,. Hampson to make an undercover purchase 
from Mr. Cartolano. Through his assistance, Agent Hampson 
was able to make another undercover purchase from New Melrose . 

Sheriff Tyrrell also testified that his Department had 
several complaints by residents in the area where Mr. Carto
lano's New Melrose Fireworks Display Company was located in 
regard to his "shooting off" of fireworks. He further stated 
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that he 'had had occasion to inspect the premises where the 
fireworks ~,ere located but could not recall whether or not 
there was any notice which indicated to the public that a 
fireworks company was located there. 

He further testified, upon questioning by Co-chairman 
Joseph G. Sevcik, that the New ~lelrose Fireworks Display Com
pany supplies the County with the fireworks display for the 
Independence Day celebration. He further stated that he did 
not know whether or not Mr. Cartolano had a permit to conduct 
these display. 

Sheriff Tyrrell stated that the operation or fireworks 
companies, such as the New Melrose Fireworks Display Company 
and the Worldwide Fireworks Company,Mc Henry, are a hazard to 
their communities. When Worldwide Fireworks exploded 
in June, '1973, it caused extensive property damage. He stated 
he did not know whether or not the McHenry county zoning laws 
permitted fireworks companies to be established in this area . 
He further indicated he had asked the McHenry County Boa,rd 
to inquire into this problem . 

Sheriff Tyrrell testified that after the explosion of 
the Worldv..ride Fireworks Company, his Department was contacted 
by the Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals and the State 
Fire Mar~halls Office: however, he could not give details of 
their respective investigations . 

Executive Director Siragusa stated that testimony had 
been given at the Chicago hearings by representatives of the 
State Fire Marshalls Office indicating that the office was 
not aware of the existence of many of the firewqrks plants 
located in Illinois. 

, 

Mr. Siragusa further stated that since t1'le local fire 
districts evidently are lax in reporting the existence of 
fireworks companies to the State Fire Marshal's Office, he 
inquired as to whether Sheriff Tyrrell would make such a 
report to that office when the existence of a fireworks com
pany comes to his attention, even though this is not his 
specific duty. Sheriff Tyrrell'stated that he would do so. 

Mr. Siragusa stated that t'estimony given by the State 
Fire Marshalls Office also indicated that there were eight 
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companies in Illinois which either manufacture or wholesale 

fireworks. 

Further, a certificate of registration is to be filed 
with the state Fire Marshal's Office. This law was passed 
in 1951; and since that time, seven of these companies have 
never been registered nor have applied for registration. 

It is apparent that there is some laxity in the state 
Fire Marshal's Office in requiring these companies to 
re~ister with that office. Senator Roe added that two 
Assistant Fire Marshals and the Fire Marshal himself knew 
nothing about the existence of many of these companies. 

Sheriff Tyrrell offered a copy of the McHenry county 
ordinance variation dated May 11, 1971, regarding the world
wide Fireworks Company for the commiss ion I s perusal. This 
document contained information which indicated that the world
wide Fireworks Company might have been in violation of various 
zoning laws. Senator Roe suggested that this information be 
forwarded to the state's Attorney's Office for investigation 
and possible prosecution. The variation did not indicate 
that fireworks were to be sold on the premises. 

c. Mr. Joseph w. porcheddu 

Mr. porcheddu is the president of the Illinois Fireworks 
Company and world Fireworks Company and Vice president of 
the Liberty Fireworks Company, all of which are located in 

Danville, Illinois. 

Mr. porcheddu testified that all three companies are 
licensed by the federal government,. but only Illinois and 
World Fireworks Companies hold state licenses. He believed 
that Liberty Fireworks Company was not licensed due to an 

oversight by his attorney. 

According to Mr. porcheddu, Illinois Fireworks company 
also has a certificate of registration from the Department 
of Registration and Education and the Department of public 
Safety, Division of Fire prevention. A certificate issued 
to a company is entitled Certificate Number 1. If a company 
has another location, a second certificate is issued and is 
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entitled Certificate NuITiqer 2, and so 0n for each separate 
location. Executive Director Charles Siragusa advised 
Mr. porcheddu to forward a copy of the certificates which 
had been issued to the Illinois Fireworks Company in 1940 
to the state Fire Marshalls Office, who was not aware of the 
existence of the certificate of registration for the company. 

Mr. porcheddu stated that Liberty Fireworks Company 
and Illinois Fireworks Company were involved in the sale of 
fireworks but not the manufacturing aspects and World 
Fireworks Company manufactures and wholesales fireworks. 
He stated that World Fireworks Company manufactures Class B 
fireworks and has never made any M-80 salutes. 

He described World Fireworks, which is his manufacturing 
plant, as follows: lilt is situated on approximately 130 
acres of land, which is surrounded by debris from an old 
zinc plant that used to be there. This debris creates a 
series of barricades around the plant.

1I 

He further has a magazine area that contains ten maga
zines, all of which are licensed by the Illinois Department 
of Mines and Minerals and the united States Treasury Depart
ment, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms. He indicated 
that there are approximately a dozen buildings within the 
plant that are devoted to the manufacturing of fireworks, 
and these buildings are located fifty to sixty feet apart. 
The buildings which store the fire.works are located away 
from the manufacturing area. These buildings are one 

hundred feet or more apart. 

It was suggested by Executive Director Siragusa that 
if the fireworks law is revised a provision would be included 
that bunkers rather than trailers would be used for the 
storage of fireworks. Mr. porcheddu commented that the 
imposition of a provision of this nature would not be feas
ible economically as the estimated cost for such bunkers 
would be $250,000. To go to such an expense to build a 
building of this nature would be an exhorbitant and 

unnecessary expense. 

Further, if all fireworks were stored in such a bunker 
and there was an explosion, rather than having a series of 
small explosions there would be one large explosion. 
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Upon inquiry by Co-chairman Jose h ' 
trailers are used Mr Porch dd p G. Sevclk as to why ,. e u stated th t . 
are suitable for storage of f' a moblle trailers 

1 
lreworks because th 

cost y and are adequate for th t ey are less 
ne'eded for fireworks. e ype of storage and protection 

When recommended by Senator John B R 
huts may be more effective in storing f: oe that quonset 
stated that there was no d'ff ,lreworks, Mr. Porcheddu l erence In the t f ' 
afforded by a quonset hut a d t' ype 0 protectlon 

th 
n a raller Furth h 

at the Department of Mines d M'· er, e stated 

1 
' an lnerals had ' t ' 

pant In early August, 1973; and the d' ln~pec ed hls 
of the outside air and the tern er l~fe~ence In temperature 
was negligible. p ature lnslde the trailers 

Mr. Porcheddu testified u 0' , 
Sevcik, that the maJ'or~ty Of'h'P n. lnqulry by Co-chairman 

~- lS sales ar 'th' 
He sells package displays and fires e,wl In the State. 
forty per cent of th approxlmately thirty to 

, em. On those display h' 
hls employ does not fire b k s e or someone in , ' a 00 on how to pi' , 
these flreworks is given to th roper y 19n1te 
organizations, Kiwanis Clubs e ~perator~ The veterans 
the type of customers for wh' ahn coun~y and state fairs are 

om e provldes services. 

Mr. Porcheddu stated that there ' ~'" 
ance available during the f - lS no lLablllty lnsur-manu acturing proc f f' 
however t when the firework 't lf' ess 0 lreworks i 
have insurance which covers

l ~~dUC~s ~om~l~ted, his companies 
indicated that when a displ p , llablllty. He also 
any injuries or damages tha:Yo~~u~~t on he is insured for 

He further ind' t d h it would b lca e t at if there were an explosion 
e easy to determine in which t 

occurred as the manufacturing area is c~~e~eth~ explosion 
from the storage area If th ,P e Y separate . e exploslon occurred in th 
storage area, there would be liabilit ' e 
any injury or damage th t y lnsurance to cover , a may occur. If the explosion 
~ccurred In the manufacturing ar h ea, owever, there is no 
lnsurance available. 

In regard to purchasing fireworks from foreign 
Mr. Porcheddu testified that they dO,~ake purchases ~~~~c:s, 
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Senator John B. Roe, asking questions of witness . 
Joseph W. Porcheddu which elicited resp~nses th~t no l!a
bi1ity insurance was available on his ~~ber~y F~:ework~d 
Company because of the high manufactur~ng r~sks ~nvo1ve • 
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Japanese company. Fireworks that he had seen manufactured 
in South America were of poor quality and not suitable for 
safe use in the United States. 

Further, Chinese fireworks are shaped like bowling 
balls but are irregular in form and difficult to place in 
a mortar. The probability of accidents would be much 
greater than the fireworks manufactured in the United States 
or in Japan. 

It was Mr. Porcheddu's opinion that the Worldwide 
Fireworks Company was one of the companies that would 
purchase explosives from the foreign countries he previously 
discussed, and in his estimation, dealt in inferior types 
of fireworks. 

Upon suggestion by Executive Director Siragusa, 
Mr. Porcheddu stated that he had no objection to a provision 
in the revised fireworks law stipulating that mortar shells 
should be no more than eight inches in diameter. 

A mock fireworks display was manufactured by Mr. Porcheddu 
for these hearings. Mr. Porcheddu explained the various 
differences in these fireworks and their use. 

He further testified that before an employee is allowed 
to put on a display he had to accompany one of his experi
enced operators for at least ten shows. In the manufacturing 
process, a novice employee works with a man who has had at 
least ten years experience for a month prior to his starting 
his own production. Mr. Porcheddu stated th~t at the present 
time he has 140 employees who are trained to shoot fireworks. 

He commented that when he receives an order for a "ship 
show" sale he requires that the purchaser produce a display 
permit. This permit is mailed to him prior to the shipment 
of fireworks. Upon request, he would supply the permit 
blank to the purchaser. Mr. Porcheddu indicated, however, 
the he did not know whether or not the individual purchasing 
the fireworks or the local fire chief signed the permit. 
Mr. Porch~ddu also stated that he would have no objection 
to an employee of the purchaser being required to have a 
State license prior to putting on a display. 
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uestion regardiI),g juveniles sho~ting 
In response to a q; d t ted that whenever poss~ble 

off fireworks, Mr. Porched ~ s :he age of 21 to handle 
he will not allow anyone untetr d that he advises in his 

. M Porcheddu s a e f~reworks. r. , "uals under 21 years of age, whom 
manual not to use ~nd~v~d h ssary expertise. Mr. Porcheddu ' not have t e nece, 
he bel~eves may , b ' s;s seasonal; however, he t 'f' d that h~s us~nes ~. ,. 
further tes ~ ~e h t h' customers are nat~onw~de. operates year-round and t a ~s 

. f'reworks he indicated that 
In regard to transport~x:g ~ the r~gulations of the 

his trucks are marked acC~rd~ngH of rther stated that federal 
Department of Tran~portat~on., h:rsuin each truck, the 
law requires two f~re ext~niu~s d all lights and wiring in 
engine periodically steam c ~ane h k everyone hundred miles. 
operating condition, and a t~re c ec 

he firmly stated that he has never engaged 
In conclusion", f f'reworks in this state or 

in the illicit traff~ck~ng 0 ~ 1 d he thought 
t th best of h~s know e ge, 

any other; and 0 e dear Nasbville, Tennessee. most of the bootlegging was one n 

D. Mr. M~rtin Stoffel 

scheduled to testify at these public 
Mr. Stoffel was not to do so since his property . 1 r he requested hear~ngsi 10weve , t Worldwide Fireworks Company. 

was adjacent to ~h~ defun~ h' home had been completely 
Mr Stoffel test~f~ed tha ~s . 
de~olished by the explosion at Worldw~de. 

Van Schoick petitioned the ~cHenr! He indicated that when Mr. , f'reworks he as well as 
. B d regarding stor~ng ~ I t 

County Zon~ng oar d the impression tha . t ' the area were un er . 
other res~de~ s ~n d be stored on the Van Scho~ck 
only small f~reworks waul S h 'ck was selling bakery . Mr Van c o~ . Property. At the t~me, : t t area To the best of 

' t ly a f~ve-s a e . 
goods in approx~ma e . ks were only going to be 
Mr. Stoffel's knowledg~, ~~rewor It was his opinion 
stored in Mr. Van sch~~ck s garagei'mited the probability 
that since the operat~ons were so ~ 

of damage would be slight. 

of Robert and Or ;g;nally the petition was in the name 
• • th owners of the land. Patricia Van Schoick, who were e 
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Mr. Stoffel stated that the petition for it specified that 
the permission to store fireworks on their land could not 
be cOnveyed to any other individual or corporation. Origi
nally the land was to be used for farming purposes, and 
v'ariation from this original zoning purpose was for Robert 
and Patricia Van Schoick personally. However, in derogation 
of this permit, Mr. Van Schoick cOnveyed his property to 
Worldwide Fireworks Company. 

AccOrding to Mr. Stoffel, Mr. Van Schoick had a permit 
to build only one bUilding for storage. It was his opinion 
that the zoning authority, although being made aware, failed 
to investigate the possible ViOlation of this Variation. 

In conclusion, Co-chairman Joseph G. Sevcik inquired 
as to why Mr. Stoffel stated on Mr. Van Schoick's petition to 
obtain a zon.ing variation that he had no objection whatsoever 
to this variation (his bedroom was within one hundred feet of 
Worldwide), and he felt the fireworks bUildings WOuld be an 
asset to the area. Mr. Stoffel did not give an adequate 
eXplanation, although he agreed that he made that statement. 
He further stated that he did not file any complaints with 
the Zoning Board regarding aAY possible Violations as he 
did not wish to have any difficulties with his neighbors. 

E. Mr. Thomas R. Hampson 

~ Mr. Hampson is an investigator for the Commission and 
had previously testified at the Chicago hearings on his 
responsibilities concerning the investigation into the 
importing, manufacture, transportation, distribution, and 
ignition of fireworks and the illegal trafficking thereof. 

Agent: Hampson te,stified that on June 28, 1973 i CommiSsion 
Chief Investigator Howard O. Roos and he culminated an 
underCover inVestigation of the New Melrose Fireworks Display 
Company in Huntley, IllinOis, by purchasing $115 worth of 
fireworks from Mr. Anthony T. Cartolano, the owner of the 
compaHY, without a legitimate permit to display fireworks, 
Which is required by law. A detailed account of this 
portion of the Commission's inVestigation is fully set forth 
in Chapter 3 of this report. 
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h s 17 years of age, and who 
Miss Charlene Olsen, w 0 wa f M-80 firecrackers at. 

10 ed in the manufacture 0 . at Orland park, 
~~: ~:iro~e Display F~reworksM~~~ha~~ 1972, completely de-
Illinois, when explos~ons on 
stroyed the plant. 

also employed at the plant, 
Her ~rot~er Mart¥, l~iash powder in the M-80's as 

was killeo wh~le putt~ng Richard Serafin and Robert , 
were two other empl~yees~ f' t and last day on the Job. 
Trindal. It was Tr~ndal s ~rs 
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Agent Hampson stated that Mr. Cartolano had been 
involved in the illegal trafficking of M-80 ' s. He further 
stated that although federal and state law prohibits the 
sale of M-80 ' s they are not illegal to manufacture. It was 
Agent Hampson's opinion that Mr. Cartolano was a major 
fireworks bootlegger within Illinois. 

In conclusion, he then stated that the Melrose 
Display Fireworks Company had been cited by the United 
states Occupational Safety Health Review Commission for 
36 violations after the company exploded in 1972. 

F. Miss Charlene Olsen 

Miss Olsen is a resident of Orland Park, Illinois, 
and was employed by the Melrose Display Fireworks Company 
at Orland Park, Illinois, until March 6, 1972. Her brother 
Marty, who was also employed by Mr. Anthony T. Cartolano at 
the Melrose Display Fireworks Company, was killed in the 
explosion that occurred on March 6, 1972. Her sister Tylene 
had also been employed there. 

She testified that she had been employed by that 
company approximately from the end of January, 1972. At 
that time, she was eighteen. Miss Olsen testified that 
her duties involved the manufacture of M-80 ' s. It was her 
specific duty to place wicks into the M-80 tubes. She 
indicated that prior to her employment she had no experience 
in handling fireworks. 

Upon questioning by Co-chairman Joseph G. Sevcik, 
~iss Olsen stated that she affixed the wicks after the 
flash powder was put into the tube. According to Miss Olsen, 
Miss Suzanne Lowell, who was also employed at the same time, 
gave her instructions. Miss Lowell was her forewoman. She 
indicated her brother had filled M-·80 I s with powder in 
Building No.6; however, she was not sure of what her sister 
had done. 

According to Miss Olsen, there were no safety precau
tions specifically taken which she could recall, nor was 
she instructed on evacuation procedures in case of an 
explosion. 
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.. d that besides her brother, 
She further test~f~~ . d ~l were al~o k~lled in the 

f · nd Rober-t Tr~n a ~ 
Richard Sera ~n a. d th t Mr Serafin was a very care-

. Sh ind~cate a • -explos~on. e r 0 inion was based on some 
less individual; however, he p le She did not know 

d h rd from other peop . 
thing she ha ea - . t him were made to 
whether or not complaints aga~ns 
Mr. Cartola.no. 

. - .~ n' after the M-80 ~ s were m~n,,:'-
According to M~SS Ol~e 'h' h she indicated was s~m~lar 

factured in B~ilding No.1, w ~c. f which was wood, they 
'b 'ld' ng the exter~or 0 th to an office u~ ~, . d' tely accessible to e 

d . are~ not ~mme ~a M 80·s were store ~n an a to exactly where the -
ees She was not sure as . 

employ . . 't their sale or delivery. 
were kept pr~or 0 . 

t the time the explosion occurred 
She testified that aowder in the M-80'S. She was o~ a 

her brother was pu~ti~9 P 1 To the best of her know 
"'offee break in BU.~ld~ng No. o' ut and a few boards had 
(~ the windows were blown ledge, 
fallen from the ceiling. 

that she did not 1moW 
1 further stated 

Miss 0 sen , urchase or pick up M-80·S. 
customers or see anyone P sold with displays to 
opinion, she thOU9~t they w:~te Sox Park. 
used at such places as the 

of any 
In her 
be 

G. .r-hss Suzanne Lowell 

. 11 's a. resident of Orland Park, 
M~ss Lowe ~ M Anthony T. Cartolano, 

was also employed by .r. 

Illinois, and 
owner of the 

Melrose'Display Fireworks Company. 

, '. t she had worked' for the',' 
Miss Lowell test~f~ed 7ha onths' and prior to 

. teJ" e~ghteen m "I . • 

company for approx~ma -J he had not had any exper~ence 
the time of her employment, s. She stated that she 

. f'" workS or E.'xplos~ves. 
in handl~ng ~re .' f' fteen employees who were 
. in charge of approx~matelY ~ - . k' ncluding M-80· s. 

was ' f t ring of f~rewor s, ~ 
involved in the manu ac u 1972 her duties were 

. . t d th t as of January, ;. . 80· Ten She ~nd~ca e a , . loyees mak~ng M- s. 
. 1 to superv~s~ncr emp 80. 

devoted ent~re y .f .... ily to manufacture M- s. 
employees were hired spec")" ~Ca . 

the explos~on 
t the time . to M4 ss Lowellj a 

Accord~ng ~ k 'th some on her coffee brea w~ , 
occurred, she was 
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other girls 

in the IIbreak house. II She testified that the M-80·s were 
not stored in that building. 

At the time the explosion occurred, the ceiling within 
trie IIbr~ak house ll collapsed. She stated that the initial 
sound of the explosion came from either Building No. 6 or 
Building No.7, which is approximately one hundred yards 
from where she Was located. 

H. Miss Sharon Sturmen 

Miss Sturmen was also a resident of Orland Park, 
Illinois, and an employee of the Melrose Display Fireworks 
Company for approximately eighteen months. She testified 
that at the t.ime of the explosion on March 6, 1972 u she 
was one of the .girls in the IIbreak house. II 

Her duties included the manufacturing of shells to be 
used with fir6\works; however, she was not involved in the 
production of M-8Q·s. She claimed she had never come in 
contact with M-80·s nor did she know how they were made. 

She further stated that she was paid approximately 
$2.10 per hour and that there were safety instructions 
posted on the door of the building in which she was working. 
These rules pertai~ed to precautions to be exercised in 
performing her task; however, Miss Sturmen did not explain 
what evacuation procedures were to be followed in case of 
an explosion. 

Miss Sturmen indicated that when she was first employed 
she obtained training from Mr. James Delaney, another employee. 
Miss Sturmen·s testimony in regard to her lack of knowledge 
of how M-80·s were assembled was contrary to testimony givEm 
to Commission Investigator William P. White, who interviewed 
her on September 18, 1973. 

Executive Director Charles Siragusa produced a copy of 
a report of an interview written by Investigator White after 
his interview with Miss Sturmen. He stated that she had 
given a detailed description of the M-80 production; 
however, at the hearings Miss Sturmen still refused to 
comment on any aspect of M-80 operations. 

- 223 -



-11"'= 
Ji' 

,..-t,. 
~ '.~ 

. ~ { 

. \ 

Thomas stevenson, 22, another of the four forme~ho 
1 of the Me1x'ose Display Fireworks ~oml?anr' b-

emp ~y~es 'rob 19 1973 at the Comm~ss~on s pu 
test~f~ed on Dece er, !, 
1ic hearings in Woodstock" I1l~no~s. 

He had been engaged in 
and chemicals and inserting 
at the time of the March 6, 

. the mixing of explosive powders 
fuses into M-80 firecr2,ckers 
1972, explosion. 

, h d 1 sped at right, who re-
Martin stoffel, w~th an s c a ld ~de Fireworks Company 

sides in the ne~gh~orh~Odt~~,t~ee:~~ie;~that day that at the 
at McHenry, Ill~no~s, es ~ ~e, s of explosions on 
time that plant was devastated,by ~ ser:e f the county 
June 9, 1973, the company was ~n v~olat~oI1 0 

zoning laws. 
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In conclusion, she indicated that neither Mr. Cartolano 
nor anyone else had approached her prior to these hearings 
to tell her to what she should or should not testify. 

I. Mr. Thomas Stevenson 

Mr. stevenson is presently employed ,with International 
Harvester Corporation and was a former employee of the 
Melrose Display Fireworks Company. At the time he was 
employed at Melrose Display Fireworks Company, he was 
nineteen years of age. \ 

He testified that while he was working for Mr. Anthony 
T. Cartolano he was mixing variou~ explosive powders and 
received on-the-job training from 'someone named If Jack. II 

.. 

Mr" Stevenson explained his duties as scooping aluminum 
pO~7der, sulfur, and potassium perchlorate in proportionate 
amounts., Each chemical was contained in a separate 55-gallon 
drum. He also stated that he also put the fuses into M-80's 
and removed sawdust from tubes. 

He further testified that he believed Joseph Pavone to 
be a friend of Mr. Carto1ano's. However, he didn't know 
wh~ther or not Pavone had purchased cartons of fireworks 
containingM-80's from carto1ano. 

Upon questioning by Co-chairman Joseph G. Sevcik, 
Mr. Stevenson te~tif';'ed that the foreman would supervise 
his weighing of chemicals so that the exact amount of 
each chemical would be used in the manufactur'ing of a 
particular type of firework. 

In conclusion, Mr. Stevenson further stated that at 
the time of the explosion he was not injured, but only 
shaken up • 

J. Miss Darlene L. Panek 
~ 

,. Miss Panek, at the time of these hearings, was managing 
a bar in Calumet City, Illinois. Prior to its explosion, 
she had also been employed at the Melrose Display Fireworks 
Company in Orland Park, Illinois. 
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Miss Panek testified that she had never worked for a 
fireworks company prior to her employment at Melrose Display 
Fireworks Company: and while she was there, she was respon
sible for sealing the ends of M-80 tubes. She couldn't 
remember how many M-80's were manufactured on a daily or 
weekly basis. 

She indicated that no evacuation procedures in case of 
an explosion were ever discussed nor was she told where the 
fire extinguishers or exits were located. 

Miss Panek testified that she was slightly injured in 
the explosion, but Mr. Ca.rto1ano assumed the medical bills. 
She concluded her testimony by stating that Mr. Cartolano 
had not contacted her prior to her appearance before the 
Commission. 

K. Mrs. Mae Kin.:.,.'l 

Mrs. King was not scheduled to testify at the hearings 
held in Woodstocki however, the' Commission afforded her an 
opportunity to do so since her residence was located near 
the Worldwide Fireworks plant, which exploded on June 9, 1973. 

Mrs. K~ng testified that the Worldwide site was located 
approximately 300 yards behind her barn. She indicated that 
when the first explosion occurred extensive damage was done 
to both farm buildings, including the 'barn~'and chicken coop. 
The ceilings and windows in her home also collapsed. 

She indicated that she and her husband were aware that 
fireworks were to be stored on the Worldwide property, but 
they were not cognizant of the fact that fireworks were 
being manufactured. 

Upon questioning by Executive Director Charles Siragusa, 
Mrs. King indicated that the~e may have been traffic going 
onto the Worldwide property in order to pick up and deliver 
fireworks; however, the family's barn is situated in such 
a position ~s to obstruct a full view from the house. 

rA..rs. King concluded her testimony by stating that at 
various times Mr. Van Schoick or his employees would Itshoot 
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off
lt fi~eworks. She explained 

complained about the noise; bu~ 
she knew something was wrong. 

L. ' Mrs. Rita Jason 

however, that she had never 
when she heard the explosion, 

,Mrs. Jason was not scheduled to t t'f 
hearlngSi however her h es 1 y at these 
testified at the ~h' usban~, Mr. Albert Jason, had 

, lcago hearlngs on December 17 19 
a.nd she wlshed an opport 't ' 73, 
W ld" unl y to state the effects of the 
or ~lde Flreworks Company explosion upon 

was s t t d her home, which 
1 ua e near the Worldwide plant. 

M~s. Jason testified that When the blast 
approxlmately 3:00 p.m. the forc occurred at 
knocked to the floor and belwas sO,strong she was 
Sh f 1 was una e to plck herself u 

e e t she had experienced an atomic bl . p. 
had incurred several abrasions and lacera~~t .. Her body 
cour~e, ,she indicated she was extremely sh~~nsl an~ of 
the lncldent. en up I.rom 

According to Mrs Jason h h . 
mately 600 feet from ~here th~:~ omekls l~ca~ed approxi-

si tuated. Mrs. Jason indicat:~d ~~:~o~h: :~~l~~~g~U:~~~d 
were aware (after they purchased their home) that fireworks 
were located on the premises' however the 
nor knew the extent of the fireworks ~pera~i:::~r realized 

Mrs. Jason described 
consisting of a number of 
prefabricated buildings. 
a hea.vy wire fence. 

Worldwide as a large compound 
trailers and what looked like 
The compound Was surrounded by 

was The foundation of her home, according to Mrs Jason 
had so badly da~aged by the explosion that the en~ire ho~se 
b d to be demollshed. The ceilings had come down in both 

e rooms. Large plate glass windows in the I' , 
;;~: ~~~ken, the kitchen cabinets were comple~~~~gt~~~maway 
plaster. walls, and the insulation protruded through the 

At the time of the l' 
inside and three exp ~slon, there were three people 

people outslde her home. Two individuals 
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inside ·the horne were knofked to tpe 
injured. She fervently stated that 
see the Worldwide Fireworks Company 
again in the same location. 

floor but were not seriously 
she would not like to 
commence its operations 

Co-chairman Joseph G. Sevcik commented that pur~uant, 
to these hearings the Commission would introd~c~ ~eg1slat1on 
which would regulate more stringently the a~t1:1t1es of 
fireworks companies within the State of Ill1no1s so ~hat 
the injuries and damages that occurred due to explos1ons, 
such as those at the Worldwide Fireworks Company, would not 
happen again. 

In conclusion, Mrs. Jasin stated that the property 
where the explosions occurred has not been properly cleared 
by the County Health Department. She stated that all summer 
long "we lived with a mess, the stink, the bugs, the rats-
everything-~with garbage and everything laying around; and 
we're living with that now." 

It was indicated by a prior witness, Mr. Martin Stoffel, 
that although he had requested the McHenry County Health 
Department to remove the debris it had not as yet been 
done. 

M. Mrs. Virginia. Ogden 

Mrs. Ogden is a resident of McHenry, Illino~s. ~er 
home was situated near the site where the Worldw1de Flre
works Company explosion had occurred. She was not sch:duled 
to testify; however, the Commission permitted her ~o glve 
testimony in regard to her knowledge of the Worldw1de 
explosion. 

Mrs. Ogden stated that illicit bootlegging of fireworks 
should not be permitted within the State. ,In response to 
this comment, Executive Director Charles Slragusa stated , 
that the local authorities must be notified that such cond1-
tions exist. 

She further stated that extensive damage was done to 
her home and that she had not received adequate compensation 
from her insurance bompany. 
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Mrs. Ogden stated that it WaS in the best interest of 
~he public that these hearings be conducted. In her opinion, 
lt shows the dangers that exist when fireworks plants 
a~e allowed to operate near residential areas. 

In conclusion, Co-chairman Joseph G. Sevcik stated that 
he agreed with Executive Director S;Lragusa that the State 
laws regarding fireworks are ambiguous and in desperate need 
of revision. 

N. Mr. Walter Dean 

Mr. Dean is the Co-chairman of the MCHenry County Board 
and is also the Supervisor of the MCHenry Township where the 
Worldwide Fireworks Company explosion occurred. 

Mr. Dean was not scheduled to testifYi however, the 
Commission was very interested in noting his impressions 
of the explosion. 

Mr. Dean indicated that he was able to view the explo
sion from his office. He immediately went to the site, but 
the State Police tried to keep him out. He told them he was 
Chairman of the County Board and felt it was his duty to be 
there and see what could be done to avoid any bodily harm 
or injury. 

The explosion occurred on a Saturday; and on the 
following Tuesday at a County Board meeting, Mr. Dean stated 
that he issued an order to the MCHenry Zoning Department 
that no building permits were to be issued to the owner of 
the Worldwide property until a complete investigation of 
the explosion had been made. He stated that he can assure 
the residents of MCHenry County that 'there will not be 
another fireworks company located in McHenry County or 
MCHenry Township so long as he is Chairman of the County 
Board. 

In regard to Mr. Anthony T. Cartolano, owner of the 
New Melrose Display Fireworks Company, Mr. Dean testified 
that no building permits were issued to Mr. Cartolano for 
the structures that they erected. They have been cited for 
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violations of the McHenry County Zoning Code. 

In response to the allegation that the property had 
not been properly cleared of debris after the explosion, 
Mr. Dean indicated that steps had been taken for such 
clearance. 

Upon inquiry by Executive Director Charles Siragusa as 
to whether or not the New Melrose Fireworks Display Company 
could still continue its operations, Mr. Dean indicated 
that since they were in violation of McHenry County Zoning 
Ordinances they could not continue operations until after 
a hearing on the matter. 

In conclusion, Co-chairman Joseph G. Sevcik stated 
that the Co~~ission will recommend in its legislation that 
upon registration of a fireworks company by the State Fire 
Marshal's Office it will be incumbent upon the Deputy State 
Fire Marshal of the community where the fireworks company is 
located to notify the local law enforcement authorities that 
a potentially dangerous condition exists. 

In response to this comment, Mr. Dean stated that the 
State, before issuing a c'ertificate of registration, should 
contact the local County Board to determine whether or not 
the property upon which the fireworks plant is located is 
zoned for that type of business. 

O. Mr. Robert H. Van Scp.oick 

Mr. Van Schoick is the President of the Worldwide 
Fireworks Company, which exploded on June 9, 1973. He is 
currently convalescing from a serious injury which he incurred 
in Corpus Christi, Texas, as a result of an accident which 
occurred during a fireworks display which he was operating. 

Mr. Van Schoick testified that he has been interested 
in fireworks for many years. "I guess the best way to 
explain it is if they [fireworks] are in your blood, they 
are in your blood. II He had previously purchased the Thearle
Duffield Company and eventually organized the Worldwide 
Fireworks Company in McHenry, Illinois, in 1971. 
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, M:" Robert H. Van Schoick " 
w~de F~reworks Company M H ' pr~nc~pal OWner of World-
of Class Band C f' ,c enry, Illinois, manufacturer 
1973 b ~reworks, which was dev t t d 

~ y a series of explosions ' as a e on June 9, 
was ~n Cor~us Christi, Texas. ,wh~ch occurred while he 

The Illinois State Fir 
McHenry plant just. two d e Marshal had reinspected his 
t~at four safety ViOlQl.ti~~~ ea~lie~ and had discovered 
c~ted on April 24 1972 h d for wh~ch the company had been 

" ,a never been rectified. 

When Van Schoick testif' d 
Woodstock, Illinois on D ~ at our public hearings in 
recovering from ext~nsivee?e, e 7 19, 1973, he was still 
accidental fireworks eXPlo~~Jur7es he sUffered from an 
w~ere he had conducted a d~~o~ ~n Texas ?n April 26, 1973, 
h~m. ~sp ay, and wh~ch almost killed 
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S 'k Co-Chairman of the Commission, R p' Joseph G. evC~, , 't f 
, ~. Van Schoick testify that ~n sp~,e 0, a 

l~sten~ng to Rob7"rt , s that almost cost him h~s l~fe, 
fireworks eXP1~s~onf~~i~e~~rldwide Fireworks Company plant 
and the explos~on 0 , financially, he even-
in McHenry, Illinois thath~re~~~~w~~~s manufacturing business 
tually exp~cts,to resUffile ~d~stribution office in Chicago, 
in Missour~, w~th a sa es ~ , 
because of his "love" for the ~ndustry. 
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Mr. Van Schoick indicated that Worldwide did not manu
facture fireworks but imported them from SpaiTI, Germany; 
France, Japan, Red China, Africa, and South America. After 
he received shipments, he would then set up displays using 
various types of fireworks from each country. 

He disagreed with the concept that foreign fireworks 
are inferior and of a dangerous quality. In his opinion, 
that illusion is conceived by the American manufacturer, 
who is able to obtain more money for his fireworks if 
foreign fireworks are kept off the market. He indicated 
that for~ign fireworks displays win prizes throughout the 
world, and there are less accidents in Spain, Africa, and 
Brazil than in the United States. 

Co-chairman Joseph G. Sevcik and Executive Director 
Charles Siragusa indicated that the reason for fewer acci
dents in foreign displays is not that those fireworks are 
safer but that displays are put on in larger areas where 
the audience is farther away from the ignition site. 
Further, these displays are more carefully supervised. 

It was Mr. Van Schoick's opinion that the quality 
and composition of foreign-made materials in regard to fire
works is far superior to that manufactured in the United 
States. F'or example, in Brazil you may employ five hundred 
people to do intricate work at much less expense than one-' 
tenth of that amount of people hired here to do the same 
type of job. Since the fireworks are hand-made, they are 
better. 

He also indicated that he has traveled abroad and 
believes himself to be very familiar with foreign companies 
and fireworks. He stated that people such as Mr. Patrick 
Moriarty, who is President of the American Pyrotechnics 
Association, should be contacted for opinions on this subject. 

Acco'rding to Mr. Van Schoick, Mr. Moriarty is now 
entering into agreements with Brazilian companies to export 
firewor'ks to the United States. It is Mr. Van Schoick's 
contention that the imported fireworks are safer, but what 
safety precautions are taken in the operation of a display 
is a completely different matter. Although the fireworks 
may be safe, the individuals putting on the displays may not 
be exercising the necessary precautions. 
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In response to Mr. Siragusa's questions regarding the 
zoning of Mr. Van Schoibk I s property for the stora~e of . 
fireworks, Mr. Van Schoick stated that he had obta1.ned a zon1.ng 
variation so that package fireworks could be store~ ~n the 
property. Although he could not remember the spec1.f1.c 
details, he stated that there was a hearing before the 
McHenry County zoning Board. 

He further stated that when he and his wife had moved to 
McHenry the zoning variation was in his namei however, at that 
time he was in the process of incorporating Worldwide Fireworks. :,; 

H did not notify the Zoning Board after the company 
was in~orporated in order to transfer the variation from 
him personally to the company. He further claimed that the 
variation stated that he was able to sell fireworks at 
wholesale. 

Executive Director Siragusa commented that the composing 
of a display by taking fireworks from one carto~ and mixin~ 
them with fireworks from other cartons is techn1.cally a 
manufacturing process. Further, "storage" of fireworks ~ould 
merely mean storing and not manufacturing. Mr. Van Scho1.ck 
took exception to this comment. 

Upon inquiry regarding the April 24, 1973, ~r~e£ by 
the State Fire Marshal indicating dangerous cond1.t1.ons and 
fire hazards, including insufficient exits and fire haza~ds~ 
Mr. Van Schoick responded by stating that there is conf~lct1.ng 
state and federal laws, which makes it impossible for h1.~ 
to meet the standards of the state and still be in compl1.
ance with federal statutes. 

For instance, the State Fire Marshal's Code calls for 
fire extinguishers to be placed inside th~ build~ng .. The 
federal law prohibits placing any metal f1.re ext1.ngu1.shers 
in any structure where fireworks are manufactured or stored. 

Mr. Van Schoick indicated that he attempted,to comply, 
with some of the violations cited by the State F1.re Marshal s 
Office; however, because of the conflicting federal, sta~e, 
and iocal laws, it was difficult to make all the correct1.ons. 
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He further stated that when Fire Chief Glenn Peterson 
i~spected his ~lant on June 7, 1973, and cited various viola
t1.ons, ,he was ln the hospital recovering from the Corpus Christi 
e~ploslon. He stated that he could not ,explain to the Commission 
wHat wa~ done 'or what was the cause of the explosion which 
occurrea on June 9, 1973, because he did not know that the 
expl~sion occurred until after July 4, 1974, at which time he 
Was lnf~rmed. ~he doctors felt that it was in his best interest 
not t~ l.nf~rm h1m of the explosion because of his injuries 
sUstalned ln the Corpus Christi incident. 

, 
Mr. Van Schoick testified that Mr. Lawrence A. Callen 

and Mr. Louis P. Landerman t:Jere also affiliated with 
Worldwide. Their interest was strictly financial, and the 
actual operation of the business was under Mr. Van Schoick's 
control. 

He indicated that while he was in the hospital he was 
unaware of who was in charge of the plant. He further 
stated it was his impression that Messrs. Callen and 
Landerman were at the plant on the weekends; however, he 
could not state for certain whether or not that w.as a fact. 

He emphatically stated, upon questioning by Executive 
Director Siragusa, that while he was in the hospital it was 
impossible to communicate with him as much of the time he 
was in delerium. He stated that for three and one-half to 
four months he was incoherent and unable to conduct any 
business or personal affairs. 

Mr. Van Sehoick stated that when M-80's were classi
fied by the federal government as Class C explosives, he 
purchased fifty cases. This was approximately in 1970. 
However, because they were not giving the effect that he 
wanted for a display, they were returned to the manufacturing 
plant where h~ had pu~chased them. 

Upon inquiry by Executive Director Siragusa, Mr. Van Schoick 
stated that he has not purchased any M-80' s, which ar.e now, 
illegal, during the period of time he was in business in 
McHenry, Illinois. 

According to Mr. Van Schoick, he currently has exclusive 
rights to the importation of fireworks from certain companies 
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in Brazil. Previously, he had such contracts with companies 
located in South Africa,' Brazil, and Spa.in. He further 
indicated that these fireworks are transported in $ealed, 
locked containers aboard an ocean vessel and picked up in 
Chicago after they have cleared customs. 

He was exceptionally sympathetic to the injuries and 
damages caused by the explosion of the Worldwide Fireworks 
Company; however, he could not 11 talk intelligently about it" 
since he was not there. He stated that at the time he 
was injured Messrs. Callen and Landerman obtained his wife's 
signature to turn over the company's assets to a trustee for 
the benefit of creditors. He was not aware of her action 
until a later date. 

Mr. Van Schoick testified that up un·til the time of 
the explosion he had purchased approximately $150,000 worth 
of foreign fireworks. He was unable to give the amount of 
profit that was made on that $150,000 for the reason that 
he was attempting to build up a large inventory and many of 
the fireworks had not as yet been sold. Again, he qualified 
his opinion as he did not knm·; what occurred after he was in 
the hospital. He did indicate, however, that on the fireworks 
displays he operated he would incur a 20 per cent profit. 

He further testified that his company, up until the 
time of the explosion, was in sound financial condition. 

He further stated that after the explosion he did not 
have insurance that covered the inventory as the rate was 
prohibitive. He was not certain whether or not his company 
carried liability and property damage insurance. He testi
fied that he had insurance sufficient to cover that portion 
of the property where his home Was located; however, no 
fireworks were stored in his home. He claimed that fireworks 
were stored in trailers on the Worldwide property, and his 
company did not have liabi.lity insurance on them. 

Mr. Van Schoick was asked questions regarding the death 
of Edward Bulger which occurred on July 4, 1972. This 
death was the result of an alleged shell being misfired from 
a wet mortar tube in a display operated by Mr. Van Schoick, 
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Mr. Van Schoick indicated that the shell 
tured by the Carpentersville Fireworks 
Huntley, Illinois. He did not believ 
be wet. e 

had been manufac
Company, located in 
the firing tUbe to 

According to information which the Comm' , h 
received w t h d b lSSlon ad , a er.a een seeping into the f' , 
other shells had been bursting too 1 1rlng tubes; and 
In ~. ow or not at all 

response ~o thlS comment made b M' • 
Schoick stated that if he th .... yr., Slragusa, Mr. Van 
either the tube or the shello~9hc. an~thlng wa.-s wrong with 

e never would have ignited '~ 
l~ • 

, Mr. Siragusa asked Mr. Van SChOl'ck why h 
Ch f Ed e told Fire 

le wa~d McGill of Wauconda on the n' ht f 
1972, that if there was water in 'the tub 19 'to July 4, 
hurt an~th~ng. Ch~ef McGill made this c~;m~ntW~~l~h~ot 
Coroner S 1nquest lnto the death of Edward Bulg~r H 
Mr. Van Schoick denied making any comment of th~~'nat~;:~er, 

He further ad 'tt d 
have ml e the show at Wauconda should not 

been fired bec 
ause adequate crowd control procedures 

were not taken. 

busin!~sW~~ !:~!~:~e~sbY M~. Siragusa that the fireworks 
In response, Mr. Van sc~~~c~gO~S to PlaYi~g ~ussian roulette. 
difficult to get qualified s ~ted that lt lS exceptionally 
are many individuals who peop e,to ?pe~at~ shows. There 
to ignite fireworks' h;wee:;~ :~ lntrlns1C lnterest and desire 
are far too few~ ( e number of people so inclined 

I~ hi7 opinion, the operation of displays in f ' 
countrles 1S superior to those conduc·ted l'n orelgn 
b the United States 

ecause one can get qU?lified people at lower salar' 
~r. Van Schoick stated he had fired d", les., 
J.~cluding personally operating firewo~~~l~rs ~any, ,many tlmes, 
Clty of Chicago. sp ays ln the 

Mr. Van Schoick denied knowin M 
a known fireworks bootlegger Withi~ t~' ~~~gory F. Gorzelanny, 
also deni d e lcago area. He 

d
e ever selling fireworks to anvone who could not 

pro uce a permit. -

- 237 -



,~ , If an individual at~empts to purchase fireworks and 
presents a signed permit form that indicates a Sheriff of 
a certain county has sighed the form, then one is obliged to 
accept it unless one can determine that it is not tbe actual 
signature of the Sheriff of that county. However, it is 
very difficult to verify the permit that is presented; espe
cially during the Independence Day celebrations when large 
numbers of people put on displays. 

In an interview with Commission Investigator Thomas R. 
Hampson on August 2, 1972, Mr. Van Schoick made the statement, 
'''rhe fireworks illoustry is like the bootleg whiskey industry 
during the p:-cohibi tion period." In explaining this statement, 
he stated that by prohibiting the sale of fireworks in the 
State of Illinois one is encouraging bootlegging. If the 
State allows safe and sane fireworks, it could eliminate 
this problem. 

He further indicated he has not become actively involved 
in bootlegging; however, he did indicate that there may have 
been times since he has been in the business that he did sell 
fireworks to individuals who had a questionable permit. 
Mr. Van Schoick stated that once merchandise leaves the 
premises it is sold legally for the most part to other people 
in the fireworks business. 

However, he admitted he also knew when there was boot
legging activity because an individual who had never purchased 
from him directly would call him and state that he wanted 
to buy a certain quantity of fireworks and that he had bought 
from "Mr. X", who claimed to have made purchase from Worldwide. 
Mr. Van Schoick knew he had no customer by the name of 
"Mr. X". 

Mr. Van ~choick indicated that after he totally recovers 
from his injuries he is going to continue in the fireworks 
industry and is hopefully going to manufacture certain items 
purchased from Brazil. 

Executive Director Siragusa indicated that it was his 
opinion that Mr. Van Schoick was in the bus~ness for his 
personal pleasure. In response, Mr. Van Schoick stated that 
he derives the same satisfaction from operating displays as 
a lawyer would in winning a case in court. 

- 238 -

t Mr. ,Van Schoick inquired as to 
0, curtal.l the flow of fireworks i how t~e ~·tate was gOing 

nel.ghboring states allo f' nto IIIl.nol.s when all the 
J h w l.reworks In r 
~sep G. Sevcik stated that 'the f·espons~, ,Co-chairman 

be contacted and approp"r' t ' ederal authorl.tl.es Would 
to I' , ~a e act1.on would b t k ' 

e 1.m1.nate bootlegging wl.'th' " e a en l.n order 
1.n IIll.no1.s. 

, Mr. Van Schoick testified he k 
who 1.S a fireworks bootlegger from ~~w Mr. ,Thomas S. Seaman, 
met Scama once and that S l.ssour1.. He stated he had 
Accordi.ng to Mr. Van SChO~:~an had purchased fireworks from him. 
purchase M-SO's from h' I ~r. ,Scaman had not tried to 
M-80 fs manufactured h 1.m. He l.nd1.cated that if he wanted 
half the pr' h e could have them done overseas for 

. ~ 1.Cei owever, he did not want to 
wl.th federal and state authorit' . becom~ involved 1.es. 

Mr. Siragusa inquired into th 
Schoick to Agent Thomas H . e remark made by Mr. Van 
Cartolanofs possible synd~mp~on l.n reg~rd to Mr. Anthony 
indicated that it was a r~~~ret~onnect1.ons. Mr. Van Schoick 
fact that Mr Cartola t at he had heard based on the 

. k . no re urned to full ' qU1.C ly after his fir k operat1.ons so 
ewor s company explOded. 

He also indicated upon i ' 
owner of the Carpentersville ~{~l.ry that Mr. Louis Maretti, 
others "had told him not t h eworks Company, as well as 

o pus Mr. Cartolano too far. 

Mr. Van Schoick indicated that. ~. 
of the Melrose Display Fireworks C pr~or. to ~ne explosion 
purchased between $10 000 t $1 ompany Mr. Cartolano 
from Worldwide. I 0 5,000 Worth of materials 

Mr. Van Schoick stated that he h d h 
as to the cause of the ex l' a eard many rumors 
was that a, bl.lllet, which ~a~s~~~e at Worldwide. One of them 
ignited the f:L1:'eworks. He stated dh=Yd ~ne f of hi~ competitors, 
because anyone with 1.dn t bel~eve that 
and children were li~~:mon sense. would know that his wife 
or killed by such an expgloon.the property and Would be injured 

s~on In his .. 
in the fireworks indust~y is n~t that bi~~~~~on, competition 

He further does not believe that the 
C U d b Worldwide ex 1 . 

a se y spontaneous combustion. It P OSl.on 
was his opinion 

· was 
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that it was some act of carelessness by one of the employees; 
however, he took responsibility for the accident even 
though he was not present at the time. 

Mr. Van Schoick was asked several questions regarding 
additional unlicensed trailers on his property after· the Illinois 
Department of Mines and Minerals had inspected Worldwide 
and licensed those trailers which were there at the time 
of the inspection. 

It was his impression that there may have been new 
trailers located on the property after the inspection and 
that the Department of Mines and Minerals had not made a 
reinspection. He further stated he did not know whether or 
not it was his responsibility to advise the Department of 
Mines and Minerals that additional trailers were placed on 
the property and needed to be licensed: He also indi~ated 
some of these trailers did not store f1reworks but had non
explosive materials located therein: therefore, not all of 
them had to be licensed. 

In conclusion, Mr. Van Schoick stated that after he 
goes back into the business he will maintain a c~icago. 
office and store his fireworks in the State of Mlssour1. 
Executive Director Siragusa stated that the storage of 
fireworks outside the State of Illinois was a very good idea. 

P. Anthonv T. Cartolano 

Mr. Cartolano was the former owner of the Melrose Dis
play Fireworks Company, which was located in orland,park, 
Illinois, and which exploded on March 6, 1972. He 1S current
ly the owner of the New Melrose Fireworks Display Company 
located in Huntley, Illinois. He was subpoenaed to appear 
and testify before the Commission's public hearings o~ Dec
ember 19, 1973, in regard to his involvement in the flreworks 
industry. However, because of illness his appearance was 
postponed until the resumption of our public hearings on Feb
ruary 20, 1974. At that time Mr. Cartolano appeared at the 
Commission's Chicago office with his attorney, Mr. Simon 
stickgold .. 

To all questions propounded to him, Mr. Cartolano, on 
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the advice of his attorney, refused to testify and invoked 
his Fifth Amendment privilege. Some of the matters about 
which he was interrogated involved the following: the cir
c~mstances surrounding the explosion of the Melrose Display 
Fireworks Company on March 6, 1972, which caused several 
injuries and deaths to several of his employees; the injuries 
of Dana and Gary Eicholtz, resulting from an alleged "dud" 
aerial shell which had been discclrded by employees in a water 
hole on New Melrose property; the federal and state licensing 
of the New Melrose Fireworks Company; various 1973 undercover 
purchases of fireworks by MCHenry County Sheriff's Police 
and Commission agents, in direct violation of a court order 
prohibiting any sales of fireworks by Mr. Cartolano or em
ployees of New Melrosei the sale of such fireworks without 
a proper permit from purchasersi the manufacture of M-80's, 
the sale of which is banned by federal law; the disposition 
of 2,597,000 tubes, (used to encase M-80's,) that were pur
chased by him during the period from December 13, 1971, to 
January 26, 1972; and his involvement in the illegal sale 
of M-80's and illicit trafficking of fireworks within 
Illinois. 
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A. Introduction 

Chapter 7 

FIREWORKS LEGISLATION 

Illinois laws pertaining to the licit and illicit 
traffic in fireworks are inadequate and archaic and 
generally unenforced by the Fire Marshal of the Department 
of Law Enforcement. The level of enforcement was better 
by the Department of Mines and Minerals in relation to 
storage of fireworks explosives. 

The Commission researched the fireworks laws of all 
the other states in this country. Some of them are just 
as ineffective as Illinois laws. Ca'lifornia unquestion
ably has the best state fireworks laws. We also examined 
the Federal laws, and the National Fire Prevention Asso
ciation's 1972 Model State Fireworks Law and the 1973 Code 
for the Manufacture, Transportation and Storage of Fire
works .. 

The Commission proposes a new Illinois fireworks law 
based on the findings of our investigation, borrowing 
from the more important provisions of existing California 
and Federal laws, and the National Fire Prevention 
Association's two proposals. 

B. Illinois Fireworks Laws 

1. Introduction 

There are five separate laws that pertain to the re
gulation of fireworks in Illinois. The Illinois Fireworks 
Regulation Act, Chapter 1271:2, Sections 101 and 131, is the 
basic law. The other one contains Explosives in General 
provisions, Sections 143 to 156, of the Illinois Mines 
and Miners Act, Chapter 93, which regulates firew'orks under 
the title of explosives. Further details concerning these 
two laws will be furnished in this chapter. 

The other laws that deal with fireworks, which are 
self-explanatory, will not be detailed. Chapter 24, 
Section 11-9-4 empowers municipal authorities to regulate 
fireworks in accordance with the Illinois Fireworks Act 
found in Chapter 127~. Chapter '48, Section 252D prohibits the 
manufacture of firevmrks in the home. Chapter 53, Section 35 
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establishes the fee charged for fireworks permits at $2. 

2. Illinois Fireworks Act 

Chapter 127~, sections 101 to 131, includes two 
Acts relating to fireworks. The first was enacted in 1935, 
the second took effect in 1941. Both of these Acts are 
administered by the State Fire Marshal of the Illinois 
Department of Law Enforcement. 

The First Act concerns the manufacture, possession, 
storage, transportation sale, and use of fireworks in 
Illinois. Under that Act, officials of the State Fire 
Marshal's Office are required to inspect fireworks companies 
to insure that they are in compliance with the Act, and 
adopt rules and regulations,accord~nglY. Additionally" 
each new fireworks company ~s reqUJ.red to hold a certlflcate 
of registration issued by the Fire Marshal's Office. The 
Fire ,Marshal may revoke this certificate if the holder is 
in violation of any provisions of the Act. 

This Act also gives the Fire Marshal the authority 
to hold a hearing in order that an applicant or holder of 
a certificate may appeal a denial or suspension of a 
certificate. The Commission determined that most of these 
hearings have unfortunately been conducted by one official, 
with no court reporter present and no written records of 
these proceedings. 

The second Act,approved July 1, 1941, prohibited the 
sale of fireworks. Formerly, this Act was part of Chapter 
38, but was transferred to Chapter l27~ in 1961. This Act 
defines fireworks, outlines the procedures for legally 
obtaining fireworks in Illinois, and prohibits the retail 
sale of fireworks. This latter provision allows the grant
ing of permits for supervised public fireworks displays 
put on by various civic and community organizations after 
obtaining a permit from the proper authorities. Permits 
may also be obtained by a group of three or more adults 
wishing to conduct a private display. 

We discovered that all the fireworks companies stock 
permit forms which they themselves print. Persons or groupS 
wishing to conduct displays then get th7 Fire Chief,of the 
district in which they are located to slgn the permlt forms. 
The fireworks companies mayor may not retain a copy of 
that permit for their files, and the originals are given to 
the person or group who purchases the fireworks. 

.' 
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No eff?~t 1s made to verify the authenticity of the 
P7rsor: who slgns the authority for the permit, or even 
hlS slgnature. Copies of these permits are not required 
to be sent to the Fire Marshal or any other qtate 0 1 1 
government authority. u .r oca 

No perm~~ or license is required of any person who 
ignites the ~lreworks ~r who otherwise participates in the 
conduct of flreworks dlsp1ays. 

Unfortunately, there is no statutory limit on the 
amount of fireworks products that can be used in either 
public or private displays. 

It appear~ that the Fire Marshal has not adequately 
enforced the Flreworks Act, for several reasons. First 
of ~ll, there has been some confusion in the Fire Marshal's 
Off7ce as to what constitutes a fire'1orks plani- because 
untll recently this was interpreted to mean th~se companies 

, tha~ actually manufacture fireworks. Therefore, the com
panl~s that have been wholesaling fireworks have not been 
requ~red to obtain a certificate of compliance. 

Secondly, one of the fireworks companies falls under 
the," grandfather clause" \\Thich stated -that only new com
panles must have,a certificate of compliance. We discovered 
that only fou: flreworks companies (part of one conglomerate) 
had ever appl~ed f?r and received these certificates. The 
othe: seven companles, up until the time of our public 
h~arlngs, had never applied for certificates nor did the 
Flre Marshal ever ta.ke any action to enforce compliance. 

, Thirdly, th~re has been irregUlar inspection of the 
flreworks companles, and the Fire Marshalfs files in that 
regard were incomplete. Finally, no rules and regulations 
we:e ever promulgated by the Fire Marshal with regard to 
thlS Act. 

, T~er~ are many examples of other existing adequacies 
ln .Il17no~s law. Although the Illinois law defines fire
work~ It does not distinguish important differences con
cernlng Class B, Class C fireworks, "dangerous fireworks" 
and "safe and sane" fireworks." 

, There are only two provisions which substantively 
dlSCUSS the s~orage of fireworks. The first provision 
states ~hat flreworks are prohibited where (l) paints, oils, 
or varnlshes are mar:ufactured or kept for use or sale un
less they are conta~ned in their original or unbroken con-
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tainers, or (2) rosin, turpentine, or gasoline, or other 
flammable substances which may generate vapors are used, 
stored, or offered for sale, or (3) there are not two 
chemical fire extinguishers or six pails of water readily 
available and equipped for use in extinguishing fires. 

The other provision of substance regarding the storage 
of fireworks is that when fireworks are sold at wholesale 
they are to be kept in a room for storage only and that 
there be a sign at the entrance of such room stating 
ItCAUTION - FIREWORKS - NO SMOKING. II 

As to the manufacture of fireworks, the Act prescribes 
the fOllowing: the distance which must separate a fireworks 
factory from an inhabited dwelling, buildings used for the 
storage of explosives or fireworks, or other factory build
ings; the requirement that a fence and suitable gates sur
round the fireworks plant and that a watchman be on duty 
when the gates are unlocked; the prohibition of (1) the 
use of stoves in any part of a fireworks plant, (2) fire
works being stored in buildings where manufacturing occurs, 
and (3) employees entering a fireworks plant with narcotics, 
liquor, or lit cigarette matches, etc. 

The Act also prescribes that a certificate of regis
tration must be issued by the State Fire Marshal of the 
Department of Law Enforcement prior to the commencement 
of operations. The Act also specifies the amount of the 
application fee and the actions which must be taken if a 
certificate is denied or revoked. There are no provisions 
for periodic inspection of fireworks plants by the State 
Fire Marshal's Office. 

There are no provisions in the law for the importation 
or intrastate transportation of fireworks. 

Although the State Fire Marshal is charged with en
forcing this Act, ,the Department of Mines and Minerals also 
has some authority to regulate fireworks. Unfortunately, 
there is no clear definition of duties for either agency 
in regard to enforcement, and consequently this vagueness 
has contributed to inadequate and inefficient enforcement. 

The Act does nQt address itself adequately to sanctions 
against illicit fireworks bootlegging. 

3. Explosives Section of Illinois Mines and Miners AC~ 

Chapter 93, Sections 143 to 156, regulates the manu
facture, possession, storage, transportation, use, and 
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s~le of explosives in general Th 
M~nerals is charged with th' e ?e~a:tment of Mines and 
this Act. Additionally al~ respons~b~l~ty to administer 
t~e State are also resp~ns'bl a; enforcement officers in 
Act. ~ e or the enforcement of this 

, The term, explosives as def' d' , 
d~splay fireworks at the ~ 1 ~ne ~n th~s Act, includes 
preted to include the mo ery east, and could be inter
silver salutes, and cher~e ~o~rful _fireworks such as M-80's, 
the responsibility of su y ? ,s. '):he Act, then, places 
transportation, sale, an~e~~!s~~g the m~nufacture, storage, 
other explosives on the De 0 such f 7reworks as well as 
Furthermore, the Act clearpartmen~ of M~nes and Minerals. 
storing and transportin t~y outl~n~s the requirements for 
~agazines and individuais' ~h:XPlos~ve~; the licensing of 
~n explosives. It also ' , possess~on o~ and commerce 
compliance. prov~des the penalt~es for non-

However, even though f' k 
Department of Mines and Min~rewor_s are explo~ives, the 
exercised any of their auth~~~~s llas no~ f unt~l recently 1 

or wholesalers. Accordin to y ove: ~~reworks manufacturers 
of Mines and Minerals th~ d,~n Off~c~~l of the Department 
licenses for magazine~ asY ~ ,no~ beg~n issuing even the 
1972 after an eXPlosio~ hadreqUlre under the Act, until 
Fireworks Company in Orland ~:;~:ed the Melrose Display 

After that explosion, accordin to th " 
bers of the Department of M' g, e off~c~al, mem-
and decided that they did h~~eSt~nd Ml~er~ls held a meeting 
magazines used to hold fi e e autnorlty to license 
believe, at that time th~~W~~kS'h ~owever, they ,did not 
over the manufacturin~ ope t,ey a a~y other authority 

ra ~ons of flreworks companies. 

Currently the only th' th' 
and Minerals d~es in relatio~nngto af~ the kDepartment of Mines 
;nsp t t" ~rewor s compan;es . ~ ec ne magazlneS of th . ~ , ~s 
for the storage of thel'r else ~ompan~es and issue licenses exp OS~ves. 

C. Federal Laws 

In addition-to these St t 1 
Federal laws which apply t; ~,e aw~, there are several 
transportation, possession s~rewor s manufacturing, 
works in the State of Illi' , orag~, sale, and use of fire
Federal agencies whi~h havno1s • T ere are at least four 

e some control over fireworks. 

Perhaps the earliest agency' th t b a ecame involved in 
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rtment of Transportation. 
fireworks was the ~ederal Dep~nous rules and regulations 
This agency establ~shed volum t tion of various hazardous 
governing the interstate transpo~ a and therefore, fire-
materials, which inc~udes ~x~~~~~v~:~ulations promulgate~ , 
works. Several sectJ.ons 0 tion pertain to the class~fl-
by the Depar~ent °k~ ~ra~~p~~~~osive materials. These 
cation of var~Ous ln s '. Band C. 

, f oxplosives are Class A, , categor1eS 0 ~ 

h categories of Class Band 
Fireworks ,fall unde~i~e~ by the Transportati~n Depart-

Class C exploSlves as u~:d in the manufacture of f~reworks 
menta Black powder, t t of Transportation as a 
is considered by the Depar men 
Class A explosive. 

, concerned, Class C fireworks 
Insofar as f~reworks are candles bottle rockets, 

are such items a~ small Roman ith le~s'than two grains of 
sparklers, and flrecrackers w f these Class C fireworks, 
powder. For each d~f~erent t~pe °the amount of pyrotechnic 
there is an upper llmlt ~lace on 
composition within the flrework. 

fireworks include all firecrackerf~rwewi;~ks 
The Class B, f d r and other special ~ 
than two gralnS 0 pow e , 

~~~~ as those used in fireworks dlSplays. 

lations there are no fireworks 
Accordin~ to these reguass A explosives. However, as 

that are consldered to be Cl d r which fireworks manu
mentio~ed before, the black Ph~~refacilities, is considered 
facturers use and store at t --- -
a Class A e~plosive. , 

losives must be transported ln 
All three classes of eXP

t f Transportation regulations 
accordance with th~ ~epartmen ~owever the Department's 
governing ~he ~p~clf~C c~~~~~ eXPlosiV~s transported inter
authority ~~ l7m~ted to b an interstate carrier. It has 
state, or wl~hln a state

l 
y'ves transported within a State 

no jurisdictlon over ~xp o~~bY private individuals. 
by an intrastate carrler OI 

, fireworks laws is the 
Another Federal agency en~O~~lngrms of the united States 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, a~ ~~ea1970 the Organized 
Treasury Department. On Octo e: ' This'Act was intended 
Crime Control Act became effect~~~·explosive material in . 
to place tighter controls over a d it is applicable to all 
the united States ,. As the Act rea s, C 
explosive materials--Class A, B, and . 
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How'ever, in the Code of Federal regulations which were 
written by A. T. & F. and became effective on February 12, 
1971, the scope of Federal control over explosive materials 
was delimited. The regulations excluded Federal control 
over finished fireworks that are "commonly sold at retail 
for personal use in compliance with State laws and local 
ordinances." Because this wording was somewhat ambiguous, 
A. T. and F. issued instructions spelling out exactly what 
they meant by, "common fireworks." These instructions were 
distributed in an industry circular dated January 18, 1972, 
and stated that the common fireworks referred to in the 
regulations meant Class C fireworks as defined by the 
Department of Transportation. 

These regulations, then, apply to all Class A and 
Class B explosives. They include instructions for grant
ing licenses and permits, for issuing reports, for keeping 
records, for constructing storage facilities, and for the 
conduct of business operations of explosives manufacturers, 
dealers, importers, and users. These regulations, there
fore, also apply to any fireworks manufacturer or dealer 
whose operation involves these categories of explosives. 

Another Federal agency which recently became involved 
in fireworks enforcement is the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration of the United States Department of 
Labor, or "OSHA" as it is commonly called. This agency 
inspects all facilities where there is an employer -
employee relationship, in order to insure that the safety 
precautions established by OSHA have been complied with. 

In the fall of 1973 the Illinois Department of Labor 
formulated its own regulations consistent with those of 
OSHA. On November 1, 1973, the Department of Labor began 
its safety inspections in the company of OSHA inspectors. 
This program of joint inspections will be pursued until 
October 31, 1976. At that time, if the Illinois Depart
ment of Labor Inspectors perform these inspection functions 
adequately and to the satisfaction of OSHA, the entire 
responsibility for inspecting facilities will be turned 
over entirely to the Illinois Department of Labor. After 
this is accomplished, OSHA's responsibility will be pri
marily to oversee the operations of the Illinois Department 
of Labor with respect to these inspections. 

Since the fireworks plants in Illinois all have employer -
employee relationships, OSHA does have the responsibility 
to inspect these facilities at the present time. However, 
according to an OSHA official, few of the fireworks facilities 
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in Illinois have been inspected so far. The Official said 
that the OSHA regulations are so new that they have been 
unable to inspect all facilities because of a lack of 
manpower. 

The last Federal agency involved in fireworks enforce
ment is the Food, and Drug Administration. According to 
the Federal Hazardous Substances Act, the Commissioner ~f 
Food and Drugs, through the Secretary of Health, Educat~on, 
and Welfare was granted authQ!:ity to ban the sale of any 
item consid~red hazardous. Effective March 22, 1973, ~h7 
Commi.ssioner banned the sale of all firecra~kers cor:ta~n~ng 
a pyrotechnic composition exceeding tw~ gra~n~. ThlS ban 
was limited, however I and does not apply to f~re\'lOrks 

which are distributed to farmers, ranchers, and growers 
enteri~g 'wild life management programs administer

7
d by the 

united States Department of Interior or by an equlvalent 
local, State, or government agency. 

This ban affected such firecrackers as M-80's, silver 
1 t S and cherry bombs. It did not affect the Class C sa u e , , , , 

fireworks. More recently, however, because o~ ~nJur~es 
t 'ned from fireworks accidents such as bllndness, and 

sus a~ h b ' of such burns, the Commissioner has proposed t e annl.ng 
firework devices as Class C firecrackers, bott1

7 
rockets, 

and cracker balls, in addition to the M-80:s, sl.lver salutes, 
and cherry bombs. This proposal appeared ~n,the Federal 
Register of May 16, 1973. Also, the Commissl.oner h~s pro
posed regulations which str~ctlY,define how other fl.reworks 
such as cone fountains, Cal~fornl.a candles, Roman candleS i 

wheels, sky rockets, and illuminating torches, etc., are to 
be constructed and labeled. 

D. California Law 

In contrast to Illinois law, California has ena~t~d 
a comprehensive fireworks code. It extensively r7gula~es 
the manufacturing, wholesaling, importing, exportl.ng, and, 
sale of various prescribed classes of fireworks. It,p7rm~ts 

retail sales of certain types of fireworks. It specl.fl.cally 
states which fireworks are dangerous, which are safe and 
sane, and which are exempt from regulations promulgated 
by the State Fire Marshal. 
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The administration of the fireworks code has been given 
to the 3tate Firell.1axshal, who is empowered to adopt regula
ti.ons as he 'may deem necessary for the protection of the lives 
and property of the citizens of the State of California. He 
also has the power to grant licenses and permits ror the 
manufacture, whole~ale, import., export¥ sale, and display 
of all classes of fireworks. 

The Fire Marshal, is empowered to examine the books 
and records of any licensee. He further can promulgate 
regula.tions regarding the tr,ansportation of all classes 
of fireworks. He may also examine the books and records 
of any licensee relative to fireworks and may inspect any 
building a~ any time. 

The determination of the classification of a particular 
type of firework is made by the State Fire Marshal. 

Licenses must be possessed by manufacturers, wholesalers, 
importers, exporters, persons selling at retail, individuals 
putting on public displays, and finally, pyrotechnic operators. 

The California Act gives wide discretion to the State 
Fire Marshal in the issuing t, revocation, and renewal of 
a license. For instance, the State Fire Marshal may deny, ~ 
without a hearing, .an application for a license or renewaJ. 
thereof, if, within, ope year prior to the date of application, 
the State Fi.re Ilarshal has denied or revoked a license to 
the same applicant. 

Further, the application for any license shall become 
void when anHpplic~nt fails to appe?r for an examination or 
to achieve a passing score on a required examination, or 
is otherwise unqualified. 

A license may be revoked when the licensee has caused 
a fire nuisance, fai~ed to keep full, complete records, or 
violated any part of the reguJa tions adop-ted by the State 
Fire Ma:L'shal. 

There are specific procedures to be followed in order 
to obtain a renewal license. Penalties are imposed for 
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the late payment of renewal fees. The Act specifies the 
dates by which certain tyPes of licenses must be renewed. 

California also provides that any person applying for 
a public display license must have public liability and 
property damage insurance. The insurance policies may 
not contain Ifdeductible" clauses. The minimum amount of 
insurance coverage permitted in regard to bodily injury 
is $50,000 for one person or $100,000 for each occurrence 
annually. In regard to property damage, the minimum 
amount of insurance coverage permitted is $25,000 for each 
occurrence. 

There are various license fees enumerated, but the most 
stringent are those set for the manufacturers and whole
salers, in the amounts of $500 and $1,000 respectively. 

There are a number of provisions stating that a license 
must be obtained from the State Fire Marshal. In addition, 
public agencies having local jurisdiction require possession 
of permits. Therefore, the licensee may have to possess 
both a license and a permit. 

There are extensive provisions regarcJ.ng violations of 
this code. For instance, it is unlawful for any non-licensees to 
advertise that he is in any business or venture involving 
fireworks or pyrotechnic devicesr it is unlawful for ~ny 
person to sell, discharge, possess, store, or transport 
any type of fireworks within the State unless the State 
Fire Marshal has classified and registered such fireworks. 
Other violations include (1) the unlawful sale of fireworks 
to a person who does riot possess a valid permit or (2) to 
sell; store, or discharge fireworks in or within 100 fee 
of a location where gasoline is stored or dispensed. 

The penalties for violation of this Act consist of 
a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 and/or 
imprisonmemt in the county jail up to one year. 

Further, licensees shall report any theft 'or loss of 
fireworks to the State Fire Marshal within 24 hours after 
the dLscovery of the loss. 
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Inside of a fireworks storage bunker at pyrotronics, Inc., shown in preceding 

photograph. 
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Cement building, surrounded by mounds of earth (burms), used exclusively by 
the California firm or pyrotronics, Inc., to measure highly flammable chemicals and 
powders, which are later transported to small outdoor temporary storage boxes lo
cated several hundred yards away. 
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Outdoor temporary storage boxes, containing small supplies of pre-mixed chemi
cals and powders, transported there from the cement building shown in the preceding 
photograph. 

Workers in manufacturing building, on the left, obtain mixed explosive chemicals 
and powders, when needed, from the small outdoor boxes, obviating the neceBsity to 
store excessive amounts in the manufacturing building. 
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.. in the Act which provide for 
There are also ~rovlstonsi cluding safe and sane fire-

the seizure o~ (l~ il~~\VOr;~~, th~ conditions requir~d by the 
works stored 7n 

VlO a lon . for sale at retail which do 
permit, (2) flrework~ of~ere~al label of registratio'n and 
not bear the State Flre ars d sane fjreworks sold or 
firing instruction~, (3) .~a~:f~~e twelve "noon on the 28th 
offered for sale a~ reta~ oon on the 6th day of July, 
day of June or afte: twe ve n d manufactured, or 
and (4) dangerous flreWOrk!h~t~~:s'not possess a valid transported by any person 
permit. 

E. National Fire Prevention Association's 
Model State Fireworks Law 

. tion Association, of Boston, The Nationc;tl. p~re preve~d a Model State Fireworks 
Massachusetts!. In 197~ ~r~~t use of all fire"\V'orks <exceJ?t 
Law which wouLd restrlc ~ e rotechnic displays. Thls 
toy paper caps) to ~u~horlz:dth~n 27 states. The purpose 
law has been ado~te. ~ m~~w was to seek relief for the 
behind the Assoclatllon.a

s
, '''ries and fires resulting ublic from the tol ,or lnJ~ 

~rom the promiscuous use of fireworks. 

F 're'ivorks Law f the retail sale, Under the Model State l, h'bited Further, 
I ' of fireworks lS pro l . 

use, and exp OSlon , del Law has suggested that 
the Association through ltS Maw red to grant permits for 
the State Fi:e Marshal b~ empok: by municipalities, fair 
supervised dlsplays of flrewkor and other organizations or associations, amusement par s, 
groups of individuals. 

that prior to the issu-The Model Law als~ propo:eslicant shall provide proof 
ance of a display pe:~~i.~~etoP~atiSfY claims for damages 
of financial responSl II ~, ies arising out of any act t roperty or persona lnJur . 

o p -, 'on on the part of such appllcant. or commlSSl 

. . also directed to provide to 
Further, th7 appllcan~ lSof the municipality where the 

the chie~ executlve authorl~ldelity bond of not l~ss .than 
display lS to take place a .' Other proviSions lnclude 
one thousand dollars ($I,OOOi I of fireworks, the power, 
the allowance <?f the.w~oie~~ ~e~:eefireworks held in 
of the State Flre Mars ad law and penalties for such vio-violation of the propose I 

lations of the Act. 

. ~ I the administra-. ulations lntendea to pace . 
Advlsory reg h M d I State Fireworks Law In the ti ve enforcement of teo e . 
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hands of the State Fire Marshal's office are also recom
mended by the ASsociation. These include suggested pro
visions which should be incorporated in the application 
for permits~ as well as regulations pertaining to the con
duct of displays, the qualifications of display ,operators, 
and general fire protection procedures. 

F. National Fire Prevention Association's 
Code for the Manufacture, Transportation 
and Storage of Fireworks 

'rhe Code for the Manufacture, Transportation, ahd 
Storage of Fireworks was prepared in 1973 by the Sectional 
Committee on ExplosiVes of the Commit,tee on Chemicals. and 
Explosives of the National Fire Prevention Association. 
It purports to contain reasonable requirements essential 
for the safe manufacture, transportation, and storage of 
fireworks. It is offered to muniCipal, state, and federal 
agencies responsible for protecting the public against the 
hazards of fireworks as the basis of their regulations. 

According to the ASSOCiation, the problems of safety 
in manufacturing, transporting, handling, and storing 
fireworks are in many ways much different from those of 
other explosives and propellents. In general, the sensi
tivity of fireworks to shock and impact, is considerably 
less than that of most explosives and propellents. On the 
other hand, most fireworks are more sensitive to sparks 
and flames than other explosive materials. 

Further, the problems of protection if and when an 
accident occurs are also significantly different. For 
example, concrete Or earth barricades, which are quite 
effective in preventing detonations between detonable 
materials, can, in some cases, worsen the problem with 
fireworks by increaSing the fragment thrmv distance and 
even the security. 

The Code provides for various requirements that shOUld 
be observed by fireworks manufacturers in their manufactur
ing operation·s. For instance, building site security pro
cedures and separation of process buildings from inhabi-ted 
buildings, public highways, passenger railways, and non
process buildings are prescribed. 

Construction of process, mixing, and pressing build
ings, including the use of heat, light"and electrical 
equipment, has also been discussed and appropriate recommendations made. 
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In regard to the prevention of explosions and fires, 
certain precautions must be taken. For instance, it is 
urged that all buildings should be kept clean, orderly, and 
free from accumulation of dust or rubbish. Powder pr other 
explosive or pyrotechnic materials, when spilled, should be 
immediately cleaned up and removed from the building. Rags, 
combustible, pyrotechnic, or explosive scrap, and paper 
should be kept separate from each other and placed in 
approved marked containers. All waste and reject hazardous 
material should be removed from all buildings daily and 
removed from the plant at regular intervals and destroyed 
by submersion in water or by burning in a manner acceptable 
1:;0 local authorities. The Code also prescribes other 
preventive measures. 

In regard to the storage of Class B and Class C fire
works, storage buildings, including various types of 
magazines and ,the construction thereof, is defined and 
described as well as storage procedures within magazines. 
Safety precautions to be taken within or in the vicinity 
of magazines are suggested. 

The Code also provides detailed regulations concerning 
the transportation of fireworks on highways. Although 
applicable requirements are set forth in the Code, the 
Association indicated that the transportation of fireworks 
over all highways should be in accordance with U. S. Depart
ment of Transportation regulations. 

The following subject matters are among the proposed 
regulations proffered by the Association regarding trans
portation of fireworks: the construction and inspection of 
transportation vehicles and the types of placards to be 
displayed thereon; driver qualification, vehicle attendance, 
routing, and parking; ignition source? on'vehicles; and' 
delivery of fireworks. 

G. Proposed Illinois Law 

The Commission strongly urges the passage of a 
realistic fireworks law which will address'itself to the 
current serious fireworks problem in Illinois. 

In drafting a new law it was our aim to correct the 
inadequacies and deficiencies in the existing but archaic 
Illinois Fireworks Act. The primary objective w'as to 
protect the public welfare. We were also desirous 
to establish criteria for the manufacture, storage, sale, 
transportation, and ignition of fireworks that Trvould be 
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consonant with the public welf are. 

, ,~he,Commission did not want 
restr~ct~ons upon the fi k ,to place any unnecessary 
past few years, however rewor s ~ndustry. Events of the 
manufacturers have not be~:ve demon~trated that Illinois 
welfare as they should h ~s cons~der~te of the public 
requirements were necess:;;. een, and that more rigid 

Following are ~ I' 
law, the t' ~ome sa ~ent features of our P d 

en ~re text of which is in Appendix A: ropose 

1. Under existing Ill' , 1 
confusion by the State F' ~no~s aw there was some, 
Mines and Minerals with ~re M~rshal and the Department of 
The new law Would delegat:g~rllto enfor~e~e~t of the law. 
Department of Mines and M' u respons~b~l~'ty to the 
inspection of fireworks ~ne~als for the licensing and 
retailers. The rantin manu act~rers, wholesalers and 
works displays will be fh of perm~t~ ~o: supervised fire-
Fi:ee Marshal. e respons~b~l~ ty of the State 

2. The definition of firework 
law was vague and,inconsistent with ~h~n~e~,c~~~ent Illinois 
federal law. The Illinois law' ,e ~n~ ~on under 
Class B and Class C fireworks g~d not d~st~ngu~sh between 
proposed law uses definit' ~hereas federal law did. The-
federal law. ~ons at are consistent with 

the 3. _Current Illinois law does not d f' 
use OI safe and s f' e ~ne or permit 

defines this type of ;~~ew~r~works. Ou: pr,?posal fully 
under appropriate supervis~~n~ and perm~ts lts retail sale, 

4. Heretofore the packaging or r " , 
works to obtain another f' , h d epackag~ng of flre-
to be manufacturing 0 ~nlS e state was not considered 
packaging or'repack~gingurc;~~i,?~edt law states t:~at such 

~ lues manufactur~ng. 

5. The proposed law d f' , 
whOlesaling and retailing an~ lnes,~lreworks manufacturing, 
licensing and annual provl es for appropriate 
retailers, importers ~~~e:als !or manufactu:"ers, wholesalers, 
type of license is xpor,ers. Depend~ng upon the 
with annual renewa~u~f~ fees wlll,range from $25 to $1,000 

enses ranglng from $5 to $250. 

silve~·sal~~~!osive fireworks devices, such as M-80 salutes, 
produce audibl~ ~~~~~isb~mbs ~nd other devices that only 

:lave Gaused many accident:s, parti-
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, and are widely sold by bootleg 
cularly to young people, will rohibit any sale of 
traffickers. The proposed la~ 'esP except for legitimate these particularly dangerous eV1C , 
agricultural and wildlife purposes. 

, , 1 contains no provisions 7 Existing Ililnols aw t' or importa-
with r~spect to the intrastate tr~~!p~~~~at~~ appropriate of fireworks. The proposed tion 
provisions. 

ro osed law contains detailed prov~sions 
8. The p p and distributors must ob7erve ln 

that manufacturers storing, and transportatl0ntO~ atlhl
e the manufacturin

g
f, f;reworks, which were absen ln classifications 0 ~ 

existing law. 

I' of the atate Fire 
9. Under the current ~OtlC~ny fireworks company 

Marshal, a hearing is grante, ~ s o~ an Order issued for 
which wishes to appeal the fln~l~gst ~ne hearing officer 
safety violations. In the pas, J~r written record was 
has presided and no sten~g~aPhl~ll make it obligatory to 
maintained. The propos7 aw ~lers of the Department of 
have two co~petent hearl~rk~!f~~ obligatory to make a 7teno -
Mines and Mlnerals, ,and d f the hearing proceedlng. 
graphic or ot~e: wr7tten rec~~h 0 spect to hearings concernThe same provlsl0n lS made Wl r7 
, d' 1 or revocation of llcenses. lng the enla 

" 'n the current Illinois 10. There is no provlsl0n 1 to obtain personal 
law for manufacturers or wh~lesalerc: without deductible 

d Perty damage lnsuran , '1 r 
injury an pro 'who are neither prlnClpa 7 no 
clauses for thir~ partles Similarly there lS also 
employees J f' a flreworks ~ c,~:;:~~. insurance for persons 
no provis5 ("\';~"ifugj .t'¥ll,.h. •.• :lih~ d'" tp Yublic fire'i,vorks display~. 
applying f0~ ~ermlts to con uc, for both situatlons. 
The proposed law provides for lnsurance, 

, '" current Illinois law for 
11. There lS no provlsl0n 7n ublic fireworks dis-

the licensing of per~on~ condUC~~n~g~ of such operators. 
plays, nor any res~rlctlon~ aS

that 
0 erators be at least 

The proposed law wlll requlre be lic~nsed by the Department 21 years of ag7 and that they 
of Mines and Mlnerals. 

'b the procedures that 
12. The pro~osed law pr~~~~lo~ssupervised public 

must be follo~ed ln the ~~e~ais not now contained in displays of flreworks, w lC 
Illinois law. 
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Chapter 8 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

, The thrust' of ~he Commission's investigation was 
almed at the folloWlng areas: explosions of fireworks 
pla~ts, and,exPlosions during fireworks displays; moni
torlng of flreworks displays on July 4, 1973; fireworks 
bootlegging; operations of fireworks companies; State 
enforcement and fireworks legislation. 

Our conclusions and recommendations concerning each 
of these areas will be reported separately. 

A. Explosions 

1. Every year from 1970 through 1973 an Illinois 
fireworks company plant has exploded. A total of seven 
persons have died, 39 persons were injured, some seriously, 
and many millions of dollqrs of property damages resulted 
from these four plant exploSions, and one display accident. 

2. The June 9, 1973, explosion of ~I:he Worldwide 
Fireworks Company in MCHenry, Illinois, which injured 
seven persons, demolished the plant and caused extensive 
property damages, was probably caused by spontaneous com
bustion which triggered the explosion of an excessive 
amount of fireworks stored in containers that were too close together. 

3. Robert Van Schoick, Louis P. Landerman, and 
Lawrence A. Callen of the Worldwide Fireworks Company were 
negligent because they violated the law by storing an 
excessive amount of fireworks in trailers licensed by the 
Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals, and also secretly 
storing an additional amount of fireworks in unlicensed trailers. 

4. The Worldwide Fireworks Company violated the 
Illinois Fireworks Act by not optaining a Certificate of 
Registration from the Illinois State Fire Marshal. 

5. Prior Illinois State Fire Marshals and the in
cUIT~ent Fire Marshal were negligent for not prosecuting 
the Worldwide Fireworks Company for non-compliance with 
the registration provisions of the Tllinois Fireworks Act. 
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6. The previous Illinois State Fire Marshal was negli
gent for not prosecuting the Worldwide Fireworks Company for 
failure to correct safety violations cited in its Orders of 
April 14, 1972·, and the incumbent State Fire t·1arshal was 
negligent for not yet initiating prosecution for violations 
detected during its second inspection on July 7, 1973, just 
two days before the plant exploded. 

7. The March 6, 1972, explosion of the Melrose 
Display Fireworks Company plant at Orland Park, Illinois, 
which killed three people, injured 16 persons, and totally 
destroyed 17 of the plant's 19 buildings, was probably 
caused as a result of a spark or friction that ignited 
explosive powder negligently spilled on the floor of the 
working area of the plant. 

8. In more than 15 years of operation the owner of 
the plant, Anthony T. Cartolano, had never applied for 
a Certificate of Registration from the Illinois State Fire 
Marshal, in violation of the Illinois Fireworks Act. 

'" , . 

9. Prior Illinois State Fire Marshals were at fault 
for very belatedly never having discovered the existence of 
the Melrose Display Fireworks Company until after th~ March 6, 
1972, explosion. That office, however, did eventually pro
ceed against that company which on March 6, 1974, entered a 
plea of g'uilty in Cook County Circuit Court for failure to 
so register, and other charges, ·and was fined $4,000. 

10. Prior Illinois State Fire Marshals, and the in
cumbent Fire Marshal, were negligent for never having 
inspected the Melrose Display Fireworks Company. 

11. The May 27, 1970, explosion of the Carpenters
ville Fireworks Company in Huntley, Illinois, vJhich seri
ously injured three persons and totally destroyed three 
buildings, was probably caused by friction when a heavy 
st,eel drum was negligently rolled over a pile of flammable 
powder. 

12. P~ior Illinois State Fire Marshals were negligent 
for never having discovered the fact that the Carpenters
ville Fireworks Company had been in existence for 15 years 
without ever obtaining a required Certifi.cate of Registration. 

13. Prior Illinois State Fire Marshals had never once 
inspected the Carpentersville Fireworks Company and were 
thereby negligent in the enforcement of the Illinois Fireworks 
Act. 
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14. The July 4, 1972, explosion during a fireworks 
display at Bangs Park Lake, Wauconda, Illinois, conducted 
by Robert Van Schoick of Worldwide Fireworks Company, 
which killed Edward Bulger and injured eight persons, was 
caused by the misfiring of an aerial shell, precipitated 
by moisture inside a steel mortar tube. Van Schoick is 
responsible for neglect in not knowing that dampness could 
cause the shell to explode inside the tube. 

15. The May 17, 1971, explosion of the Continental 
Fireworks Company at. Pisgah, Illinois, which killed three 
persons and injured five persons, and demolished eight 
buildings, was caused as a result of friction generated 
while the owner, Dominick Shalla, one of the three fatali
ties, was pressing flammable powder into a cardboard tube. 

16. Prior Illinois State Fire Marshals were negligent 
for never having once inspected the Continental Fireworks 
Company, and for not detecting the fact that that company, 
in existence since 1946, had never obtained a Certificate 
of Registration. 

17. Anthony T. Cartolano, operator of the New Melrose 
Fireworks Display Company, Huntley, Illinois, was negli
gent for discarding defective fireworks aerial shells in a 
nearby pond, one of which exploded when two youths, Gary W. 
Eicholtz and his brother Dana, playfully ignited the 
explosive contents of the shell on May 30, 1973. 

B. Fireworks Displays 

1. With the cooperation of the State Fire Marshal 
and all of the fire departments in Illinois, the Commission 
attempted to monitor state-wide fireworks displays on 
Independence Day, July 4, 1973. During one such display, 
sponsored by the City of Evanston and monitored by Commis
sion investigators, we discovered that three teenagers, 
without prior experience, assisted in the ignition of 
dangerous fireworks. One of these youngsters miraculously 
escaped injury when the concussion of a misfire knocked 
him to the ground. In another display in Downers Grove 
the ignition operator was a person with a prior criminal 
record who had not obtained the required State permit and 
who is an alleged fireworks bootlegger of M-80 fire
crackers. 

2. Under the current Illinois Fireworks Act, the 
issuance of permits to conduct fireworks displays is 
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haphazard. Fireworks companies print their own blank 
permits, and give them to persons representing groups 
wishing to sponsor a fireworks display. It is the per
mittee's responsibility to get the permit signed by ·the 
local chief of police, mayor or sheriff, which signature 
is not verified by the fireworks company. The permittee 
retains one copy and gives the other two copies to the 
fireworks company which retains them in its files. 

3. The Commission recommends, and so included in 
its draft amendatory legislation (Appendix A) that the 
State Fire Marshal issue display permits, in quadruplicate, 
one copy of which it retains and one copy it sends to the 
Department of Mines and Minerals. A third copy would be 
submitted to the fireworks company from whom products are 
purchased, and the remaining copy is held by the pennittee. 
Under this plan only the State Fire Mar.shal can issue and 
approve a permit, and that office would, for the first 
time, have a central record of all displays that are 
conducted. 

4. Under current State law anybody can conduct a 
fireworks display without regard to age or expertise in 
handling products containing explosive powders. The 
Commission determined that some display operators were 
teenagers without any prior expertise. . 

5. The Commission recommends in its proposed law 
that display operators be at least 21 years of age, have 
prior experience or knowledge of fireworks, and obtain an 
appropriate license from the Department of Mines and 
Minerals. 

C. Fireworks Bootlegging 

1. The diversion of legally produced fireworks to 
persons unlicensed to deal in fireworks, a practice commonly 
referred to as bootlegging, is a serious problem in Illinois, 
involving hundreds of people and retail sales of several 
million dollars annually. 

2. There is a network of bootleg traffickers who 
import fireworks from other states and who also purchase 
fireworks illegally from companies in Illinois. 

3. The most significant illicit fireworks traffic 
involves the 1-1-80 type of fireworks, commonly known as 
firecrackers, the manufacture of which, under federal law, 
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is legal but the retaJ.'l sale f 
f 0 which is pr h'b't d . or agricultural or wildlJ.'fe 0 J. l e , except purposes. 

4. The Commission reco d 
in its proposed new firework ~en s'hand has so provided 
with regard to the preced' s ba~, t at the State law 

J.ng su ]ect be the same. 

5. Law enforcement effort b f 
and local government agencies t sd y ede~al, State, county 
secute fireworks bootleggers le~veestmeuccth' taorrest and pro-

be desired. 

6. The Commission stron 1 
law enforcement programs at flY recommends that appropriate 
initiated and pursued fo' th a governmental levels, be 
suppressing this bootlegrtra~fl~~pose of more effectively 

D. Fireworks Compan:es 

1. Many of the fireworks " 
ignored the statutory , companJ.€!S.ln. Illinois have 
of Re istrati requJ.rement to obtain Certificates 
Illin~is Depa~~m!~~moI~hLeawStEatef Fire Marshal's Office of the 

n orcement. 

2. !-1any of the fireworks companies in Ill' , h 
ignored the statut ' , J.noJ.s ave 
ments. ory provJ.sJ.ons concerning safety require-

3. , S~me Illinois fireworks companies have knowingly 
engaged J.n J.llegal sales of fireworks to unlicensed boot
leg traffickers. 

E. State Enforcement 

have 1. Ove~ th~ past several years, State Fire Marshals 

~~~~f;~~~t=~!~~:~~i~!;!~~ii~:w~~~~~~~:~~~i~; ~~eo~~:f~t~ry 
Marshal should procee~a ~~~. The lncu~ent State Fire 
and to in't' t P, ptly to requJ.re such compliance 

J. J.a e prosecutJ.on where compliance is ignored. ' 

2. In the Commission's pr pdf' 
the responsibil't f "~ ose ~ew J.reworks law, 
plants will b ~ Y ~r perJ.odJ.c J.nspectJ.ons of fireworks 
th D e ran~ erred from the State Fire Marshal to 

,e epartment of MJ.nes and Minerals. We have been ad-
~J.sed.that the State Fire Marshal has now put into effect 

polJ.cy of more frequent inspections. The Commission 
commends that action and trusts that its implem~ntation 
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will continue. 

3. Our investigation disclosed that some fireworks 
companies were cited for safety violations but took no 
action to correct those situations. We recommend that 
the State Fire Marshal initiate timely prosecution against 
those companies who fail to make the necessary corrections 
within the allotted period of time. 

4. The incumbent State Fire Marshal's Office should 
discontinue the practice, initiated and followed by prior 
State Fire Marshals, of conducting hearings, with no steno
graphic or other accurate record being maintained of the 
proceedings in those instances where hearings have been 
held in connection with appeals of Orders to correct safety 
violations. 

5. The Commission strongly recommends that appro
priate liaison be established between Fire Chiefs through
out Illinois and the State Fire Marshal in order that 
prompt notification be made of the existence of companies 
engaged now, or in the future, in the manufacturing, 
assembling, processing or sale of fireworks. 

6. The records of the incumbent Illinois State Fire 
Marshal, and those of prior State Fire Marshals, with re
spect to data concerning fireworks companies were in very 
bad condition. That office is urged to vastly improve 
its record system. 

7. We commend the incumbent State Fire Marshal for 
the splendid assistance furnished by him, and members of 
his staff to this Commission, during the course of our in
vestigation. We also commend him for the strenuous efforts 
made by his office to correct shortcomings disclosed by our 
investigation. 

F. Legislation 

1. The current Illinois fireworks law is archaic, 
ineffective, and does not address itself to the serious 
fireworks problem. 

2. The law the Commission proposes, and which appears 
in its entirety in Appendix A, should replace the existing 
law. 
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3. The primary ob' , 
p:otect the public we1fa;:ct~~7 ~f,the proposed law is to 
d~sregarded by fireworks ' w ~~ ~n the past has been 

compan~es. . 

4. Salient features of the 
in the last section of the proposed law are contained 

preceding chapter. 
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Appendix 

Proposed 

FIREWORKS REGULATION ACT 

ARTICLE I. DEFINITIONS 

Section 1. 

As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise 
requires: 

(a) "Advertise ll means an announcement made publicly 
with any sign, card, or notice, or by any other means, on 
which appears a person's name or business name style offering 
to sell or transfer fireworks or pyrotechnic devices. 

(b) "Barricade ll means a natural or artificial barrier 
that will effectively screen a magazine, building, railway, 
or highway from the effects of an explosion in a magazine 
or building containing explosives, including fireworks, and 
shall be of such height that a straight line from the top 
of any sidewall of a building or magazine containing explo
sives to the eave line of any magazine, or building, or to 
a point twelve (12) feet above the center of a railway or 
highway, will pass through such natural or artificial barrier. 

(c) "Breakaway construction" is a general term which 
applies to the principle of purposely providing a weak wall 
so that the explosive effects can be directed and minimized. 
The term "weak wall ll as used .in this Act refers to a weak 
wall, weak wall and roof, or weak roof. 

(d) II Department'L shall mean the Department of Mines 
and Minerals or its successor agency. 

(e) "Director ff shall mean the Director of the Department 
of Mines and Minerals or its successor agency and shall also 
include any individual designated by the Director as his 
representative. 
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(f) "Distributor" means any person who sells, consigns, 
or delivers fireworks to another person and shall include an 
exporter, importer, wholesaler, and retailer as defined in 
this Section. 

(g) "Emergency signaling device" means a pyrobechnic 
device designed and intended by the manufacturer to be used 
as such and which provides a reasonable degree of safety to 
the user and does not create a fire hazard when used accord
ing to the label of instructions. 

(h) "End fuse" means a fuse inserted into any fireworks 
or pyrotechnic device at the end as distinguished from the 
side of such item. 

(i) "Exporter" means any person who sells, consigns, 
or delivers fireworks located within this State for delivery, 
use, or sale out of this State, but who is not involved in 
the manufacturing or operation of a fireworks display unless 
licensed by the Department of Mines and Minerals and/or has 
been issued a permit prior to the date of the fireworks 
display by the State Fire Marshal. 

(j) "Explosive" means any chemical corripound mixture, 
or device, the primary or common purpose of which is to 
function by explosion. The term includes, but is not 
limited to, dynamite, black powder, pellet powder, initi- • 
ating explosives, detonators, safety fuses, squibs, deto
nating cord, igniter cord, igniters, any material determined 
to be within the coverage of 18 U.S.C., Ch~pter 40, Inspec
tion, Manufacture, Distribution, Storage of Explosive 
MateIials, and any material classified as an explosive in 
the regulations of the U.S. Department of Transportation. 

(k) "Fireworks" means any explosive composition, or 
any substance or combination of substances, or article 
prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or au~ible 
effect for a temporary exhibitional nature by combust~on, 
deflagration, detonation, or explosion. Fireworks or any 
explosive used in the manufacture of fireworks shall be 
classified as Class A, Class B, or Class C in accordance 
with Subpart B of Part 173 of Chap~er 1 of Title 49 of the 
United States Code of Federal Regulations. 
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(1) "Agricultural and wildlif·' fireworks" means 
fireworks designed and intended by the manufacturer to 
be used to prevent damage to crops or unwanted occu
pancy of areas by animals or birds through the employ
ment of sound or light, or both. 

(2) "Dangerous fireworks" includes all of the 
following: 

(a) 'All fireworks defined as Class A . 
or Class B explosives; 

(b) Any fireworks which contain any 
of the following: 

(1) 
(2) 
(3 ) 
(4 ) 
( 5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 

(9) 

Arsenic; 
Phosphorus; 
Thiocyanate; 
Magnesium; 
Mercuric chloride; 
Potassium picrate; 
Gallic acid; 
Chlorates of alkaline 
metallic salts; or 
Gunpowder. 

or 

(c) Firecrackers, salutes, and other 
articles which explode; 

(d) Skyrockets and rockets, including' 
all devices which employ any combustible or 
explosive material and which rise in the air 
during discharge; 

(e) Roman candles, including all devices 
which discharge balls of fire into the air; 

(f) Chasers, including all devices 
which dart or travel about the surface of 
the ground during dischargei 

in 
in 

(g) Sparklers more than ten (10) inches 
length or one-fourth (~) of one (1) inch 
diameter; 
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(h) All fireworks designed and intended 
by the manufacturer to create the element of 
surprise upon the user. These items include, 
but are not limited to, auto-foolers, cigar
ette loads, exploding golf balls, and trick 
matches; 

(i) Fireworks known as devil-on-the
walk, or any other firework which explodes 
through means of friction, unless otherwise 
classified by the Department pursuant to 
this Act; 

(j) Torpedoes of all kinds which 
explode on impact; 

(k) Fireworks kitsj 

(1) Such other fireworks examined 
and tested by the Director and determined 
by him to possess characteristics of design 
or construction which make such fireworks 
unsafe for use by any person not specifi
cally qualified or trained in the 'use of 
fireworks. 

(3) "Safe and sane fireworks" means any fireworks 
which do not come within the definition of "qangerous 
fireworks. " 

(1) "Fireworks kit" means any assembly of ma'terials 
or explosive substances, which is designed and intended by 
the seller to be assembled by the person receiving such 
material or explosive substance and when so assembled would 
come within the definition -of "fireworks" II 

(m) "Fire nuisance" means anything or any act which 
increases, or may cause an increase of, the hazard or menace 
of fire •. or which may obstruct, delay, or hinder, or may 
become the cause of any obstruction, delay, or hindrance, 
to the prevention or extinguishment of fire. 

or 
or 

(n) "Fireworks factory building" means any building 
other structure in which the manufacture of fireworks, 
in which processing involving firewo:rks, is carried on. 
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(2) B 
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(r) "Inhabited bUilding
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tion, and inclu~:sWhole or part as a plac ~ng or structure 
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b , .... por tenn' 1 ' Sore 
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u d e, ut excl d cCustomed t se for the st u es any build' 0 Congre_ 
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( s ) " Lab e 1 0 ' 
tra'tion issued b !h reg~stration" means 
the Director h Y e D~rector for thos th~ label of regis-
is affixed t as claSSified as "saf e f~reworks which 

o such fireworks. e and sane," and which 

(t) "Licens" 
granted b e means 

Y the Dep t export f' ar ment 
any nontransferable ' 

~reworks, or to to manufactur author~zation 
e, sell ' 

, (u) "License~1I 
Operate a publ' d' ' ~mport, or 

~c ~spla - , y 0 f f~reworks. 
l~cense ' means any p 

the 

~ssued pursuant erson possess' 
to this Act. ~ng a fireworks 

(v) "M ' 
agaz~ne" mea 

reqUirement spec'f' nS,any building 
~ ~ed ~n Article v. or structure meeting 

(w) "M anufacture f f' 
any or all of th 0 ~reworks" 

e fOllowing acts: means the engaging in 

- 275 -



(1) The preparation of fire~orks mixesi 
(2) The loading and assembly of fireworks i 
(3) The packaging or repackaging of 

fireworks to obtain a finished statei or . 
(4) The packaging or repackaging of fireworks 

which have been previously placed in a finished 

state. 

(x) II Manufacturer ll means any person who engages in 

the manufacture of fireworks. 

for 
wet 

(y) IIMixing building ll means any buil~ir:g used pri~arilY 
mixing and blending pyrotechnic composltlon, excludlng 

sparkler mixes. 

(z) 
vehicle, 
used for 

"Motor vehicle" means any self-propelled passer:ger 
truck, tractor, semi-trailer, or truck-~ull.traller 
the transportation of freight over publlc hlghways. 

(aa) IINonprocess building ll means o~f~~e buildings, 
warehouses

l 
and other fireworks plant bUl~a~ngs where no 

fireworks Qr explosive or chemical composltlons are processed 

or stored. 

(bb) IIPackage ll includes any 
tacle used for holding fireworks, 
by tape, cordage, or by any other 

case, container, or recep
which is closed or sealed 

means. 

(cc) IIPermit" means the nontransferable permission 
granted by the state Fire Marshal to a licansed fir:works 
display operator for the purpose of directly operatlng a 
public display of dangerous fireworks. 

(dd) . "Person tl means any individu~l, . partnership, ._ 

org
anization firm, corporation, assoclatlon, or any combl 
.' , . d ty and 

nation thereof, or any city, county, Clty an coun , 
state, and shall include any of their employees and 

authorized representatives. 

(ee) IIProcess building ll means ar:y .bui~ding in 
which pyrotechnic or explosive composltlon l~ pressed or 
otherwise prepared for finishing and asse~llng, :r ~ny 
finishing and assembling building, includlng a bUlldlng 
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used for preparation of fireworks for shipment. If a 
pyrotechnic or explosive composition while in the state 
0f proce~s~ng is stored in a process building, the building 
is classlfled as a process building. 

(ff) "Public conveyance" means any vehicle Qarrying 
passengers for hire. 

(gg) II Public display of fireworks ll means an exhibition 
where the public or a private group is admitted or permitted 
to view the display or discharge of dangerous fireworks. 

(hh) "Pub~ic place II means any building, structure, 
or i~proved area which is used primarily by the general 
publlc as a place of gathering or amusement, including 
theatres, restaurants, hotels and stadiums, and also means 
all public streets, alleys, highways, bridges, viaducts, 
and other public properties. 

. (i~) IIpyrotechnic compositions" means any combination 
of chemlcal elements or chemical compounds capable of 
burning independently of the oxygen of the atmosphere. 

(jj) I1pyrotechnic device l1 means any combination of 
materials, incl~dingpyrotechnic compositions, which, by 
the agency of flre, produce an audible, visual, mechanical, 
or thermal effect designed and intended to be useful for 
industrial, agricultural, personal safety, or educational 
purposes. The term I1 pyrotechnic device ll includes, but is 
not limited to, agricultural and wildlife fireworks,model 
rockets, emergency signaling devices, and special effects. 

(kk) I1pyrotechnic operator l1 and IIfireworks display 
operator" means any individual to whom a license has beGIn 
issued by the Department indicating that such individual 
has by examination, experience, and training demonstrated 
the requir.ed skill and ability to use and discharge 
dangerous fireworks. 

(11) IIRetailer ll means any person who sells or offers 
to sell fireworks to retail buyers. 

(rom) I1Railwayll means any steam, elect:t'ic, diesel, 
or other railroad or railway which carries passengers for 
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hire on the particular railway line or branch in the vici
nity where explosives or fireworks are stored or where 
fireworks manufacturing 1)uildings are situated. 

(nn) "Salesman" means any person who, as an employee 
of a manufacturer or wholesaler, solicits, accepts, or 
receives an order for fireworks for a licensee. 

(00) "Sell" means any arrangement between two or more 
persons as a result of which there is a transfer or property 

for a consideration. 

(pp) "Special effects" means articles containing any 
pyrotechnic composition manufactured and assembled, designed, 
or discharged in connection with television, theatre, or 
motion picture productions, which mayor may not be presented 
before live audiences and any other arti~les containing any 
pyrotechnic compos;.tion used for commercial, industrial, 
educational, recreational, or entertainment purposes when 
authorized by the Department of Mines and Minerals and the 

state Fire Marshal. 

(qq) "Squib" means a device containing a small quantity 

of ignition compound in contact with a bridge wire. 

(rr) "Storage building" means any building, structure, 

or facUity in which Class C fireworks in any state of 
proces

s1n
g or finished Class C fireworks are s'tored, but 

in which no processing or manufacturing is performed. 

(ss) "Warehouse" means any building or structure used 
exclusively for the storage of materials, except fireworks 
or combustible or explosive compositions used to manufacture 

fireworks. 
(tt) lIv,fholesalerll means any person, other than an 

importer, exporter, retailer, or manufacturer selling only 
to wholesalers, who sells fireworks to a retailer or any 

other person for resale. 

(uu) "Within this State" means all territory within 

the boundaries of Illinois. 

- 278 -

:\ 
. I 

\ 

\ 
, ! 
: \ 

, j 
. i 

1 
~ 

ARTICLE II. ADMINISTRATION AND LICENSING 

Section 1 . 

, The Department 0 f '. admlnister th ' , Mlnes ano," Minerals shall e provlslons of th enforce and lS Article. 

Section 2. 

, (a) The Director sh 11 
Flre Marshal and the ,a_, receive the advice 
request the assist Il11n01s Department of L b of the State 

~afety and Health ~~~~n~:t~~~,United States o~c~~~t:~~a~hall 
epartment, Burea lon, the United st 

the United State UcOf Alcohol, Tobacco and p' ates Treasury 
in the adoption ~f onsumer product Safety Ad~:e~rms, and 

:~~e:~~ks as ~ay bes~~~e~~!:; :~~ ~~gUlations1~~~~~:~!0~o 
p... y not lnconsistent with the e p:o~ection of life and provlslons of thi A 

(b) " s ct. 
w~th ~ buch rules and regulati Lhe rules and regulations 0 ons shall be consistent 
:~~ State agencies in regard t f the aforementioned Federal 

the ~~~il inc~ude, but not be ~i!~~e~e~Ulation.of fireworks 
oWlng. 0, provlslons for 

(1) Granting f l' wholesale ,0 lcen,ses for the manufacture 
or retall sale classes of fireworks. ' lmport or export of all ' 

I 

, (2) Classification 0 
elther "dangerous f' f Class C fireworks 
f" neworks" or " as 

lreworks i safe and sane
ll 

(3 ) Registration of employees of licensees· I 

(4) Granting of lic . experimentat" ellses for research or 
lon Wl th exp .' and m~ss~les. er1mental or mod I ~ ~ I e rockets 

(5) Investigation " 
of pyrotechnic operator~iexamlnatlon, and licensing 

f' _ (6) Transpdrtation of all lLeworks, emergency , classifications of 
f' slgnaling 0. ' lreworks. eVlces, and exempt 
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(c) The Director shall promulgate such rules and 
regulations no later than six (6) months after the effective 
date of this Act. 

Section 3. 

(a) No person shall engage in the manufacturing, 
wholesaling, importing, or exporting of fireworks or any 
combination of such activities until said person has been 
licensed by the Department to engage in such activity or 
activities. 

(b) Any person engaged in the manufacturing, whole
saling, importing; oJ'::' exporting of fireworks or any combi
nation of such activities prior to the effective date of 
this Act, shall file within ten (10) days after the effec
tive date of this Act an application to engage in such 
activity or activities. Such person shall not be prohibited 
from engaging in such activity or activities until such date 
as the application may be denied and notice of same is 
received by such person. 

(c) Application for a license shall be. made on a form 
supplied by the Department. The application' shall be 
submitted to the Department and shall be accompanied by the 
appropriate license fee set forth in Section 20. The appli
cation shall contain such information as is required by the 
rules and regulations adopted by the Director. The applicant 
shall submit with the application an affidavit stating that 
the applicant's facilities conform to local zoning ordinances, 
local building and fire safety standards, and any other local 
ordinances or regulations pertaining to the manufacturing, 
storage, wholesaling, importing, or exporting of fireworks. 
If an applicant proposes to construct a fireworks plant, 
such person shall also submit a copy of -the architectural 
drawings for such plant with the application. 

(d) Up~n receipt of such application and license fee, 
the Director shall conduct an investigation in accordance 
with the rules and regulations promulgated by the Department. 
In such investigation, the Director shall request and receive 
the assistance of the state Fire Marshal, the Illinois 
Department of Labor, the local police chief or sheriff, and 
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the local fire chief of the area in which the a licant 
proposes to manufacture, wholesale import pp 
firework mh . " or export 
. S..L e Dlrector shall also request the 't 
the United State T ass~s ance of 

, s reasury Department, Bureau of Alcoh 1 
Tobacco and Flrearms in the investigation. 0 , 

(e) If the Director determines that the applicant has 
c,ompll,'ed with all the State laws. and 1 

ocal ordinances regardl~g flreworks to which the applicant may be subject a 
llcense shall be granted If the I' ,,' 

, , . lcense appllcatlon is 
denled, th~ Dlrector shall notify the applicant in writin 
of the denlal and of the reasons therefor. g 

(f) A license issued in accordance wl'th 
f th' the provisions o lS Section and all renewals of a ll'cense 

sha11 be in 
effect, for a period of one year. Application for renewal 
o~ a llcense shall be made to the Department not more than 
Slxty (~O) ~ays, nor less than thirty (30) days prior to 
the eXplratlon of a license. Such application shall be 
made on a form supplied by the Department. 

(g) After a license has been granted or renewed by 
the Dep~rtment, the Director shall notify, in writing, the 
State Flr~ Mars~al, the Illinois Department of Labor, the 
local pol~ce chlef or sheriff, and the local fire chief of 
the area In,which the applicant proposes to manufacture, 
w~olesale, lmport, or export fireworks, of the name of the 
l~censee, the l~cation of the facilities to be used by' the 
llcensee, the llcense number assigneQ to the license d 
any th 'f ' e, an 

o er In ormatlon which the Director deems necessary. 

(h) Whenever a State or local law enforcement authority 
becomes ~ware,of a ~erson who is engaging in the manufacturing, 
wh~lesallng, lmportlng, or exporting of fireworks without 
beJ.l:-g properly ,licensed, that authority shall take immediate 
~c~Lon to term~nate such activity or activities and shaJl 
Lnrorm the Department of such action. . 

~ ,(i) No ~icensee shall transfer or relinquish ownership 
OI flreworks In any manner other than in accordance with the 
rules and regulations promulgated by the Director. 
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Section 4. 

(a) No person shall engage in the retail sale of 
dangerous fireworks until said person has been licensed by 
the Department to engage in such activity. 

(b) Any person engaged in the retail sale of dangerous 
fireworks prior to the effective date of this Act shall 
file, within ten (10) days after the effective date of this 
Act, an application to engage in such activity. ~u~h pers~n 
shall not be prohibited from engaging ir: such actlv~ty untll 
such date as the application may be denled, and notlce of 

same is received by such person. 

(c) Application for a license shall be made on a form 
:supplied by the Department. The application s~all be sub
mitted to the Department and shall be accompanled by the 
appropriate license fee set for~h in se~tion 2? The, 
application shall contain such lnformatlon as,ls requlred 
by the rules and regulations adopted ,by ~he Dlrect~r. ?he 
applicant shall submit with the appllcatlon an affldavlt 
stating that the applicant's facilities conform to local 
zoning ordinances, local building and fir~ safety s~ar:dards, 
and any other local ordinances or regulatlons' pertalnlng to 

the retail sale of dangerous fireworks. 

(d) Upon receipt of such application and license fee, 
the Director shall conduct an investigation in accordance 
with the rules and regulations promulgated by the Departmer:t. 
In such investigation, the Director shall' request,an~ recelve 
the assistance of the State Fire Marshal, the Illlnols 
Department of Labor, the local police chief or she~iff, and 
,the local fire chief of the area in which the appllc~nt 
proposes to engage in the retail sale of dangerous flrew~rk~. 
The Director shall also request the assistance of the Unlte 
States Treasury Department, Bureau of A~cohol, Tobacco and 

Firearms, in the investigation. 

(e) If the Director determines that the applicant has 
complied with all the State laws and local ~rdinances regard'ing 
fireworks to which the applicant may be subJect, a license 
shall be granted. If the license application is denied, the 
Director shall notify the applicant, in writing, of the denial 

and of the reasons therefor. 

- 282 -

~f) A ~icense issued in accordance with the provisions 
of thls Sectlon, ,and all renewals of a license, sh~ll be in 
~ff~ct for a perlod of one year. Application for renewal of 
a,llcense shall be made to the Department not more than 
SlXty (~O) ~ays, nor less than thirty (30) days, prior to 
the explratlon of a license. Such application shall be made 
on a form supplied by the Department. 

(g) After a,license has been granted or renewed by the 
D~partment, the Dlrector shall notify, in writing, the State 
Flre Marshal, the Illinois Department of Labor the local 
police chief or sheriff g and the local fire chief of the 
area in which the applicant proposes to engage in the retail 
sale of dangerous fireworks, of the name of the licensee 
the location of the facilities to be used by the license~, 
the license number assigned to the licensee~ and any other 
information which the Director deems necessary. 

(h) Whenever a State or local law enforcement authority 
becomes aware of a person who is engaging in the retail sale 
of dangerous fireworks without being properly licensed, that 
authority shall take immediate action to terminate such activity 
or activities and shall notify the Department of such action. 

(i) No licensed retailer of dangerous fireworks shall 
transfer or relinquish ownership of dangerous fireworks in 
any manner other than through the course of a retail sale of 
such fireworks to a 'licensed pyrotechnic opera-tor, except 
that a licensed retailer of dangerous fireworks may transfer 
or relinquish ownership of agricultural and/or wildlife 
fireworks through the course of a retail sale to any person 
to whom a permit to use agricultural and/or wildlife fire
works has been issued by the Department. 

Section 5. 

(a) No person shall engage in the retail sale of safe 
and sane fireworks until said person has been licensed by the 
Department to engage in such activity. 

(b) Application for a license shall be made on a form 
supplied by the Department. The application shall be sub
mitted to the Department and shall be accompanied by the 
,appropriate licensee fee set forth in Section 20. The 
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application shall contain such informa~ion aS,is required 
by the rules 'and regulations adopted by the D1.rector. The 
applicant shall submit with the application an affidavit 
stating that the applicant's facilities conform to local 
zoning ordinances, local building and fire safety standards, 
and any other local ordinances or regulations pertaining to 
the retail sale of safe and sane fireworks. Such applica
tion shall be submitted to the Department not more than 
ninety (90) days, nor less than sixty (60) days, prior to the 
period of time for which application to sell safe and sane 
fireworks is made. 

(c) Upon receipt of such application and license fee, 
the Director shall conduct an htvestigation in accordance 
with the rules and regulations promulgated by the Department. 
In such investigation, the Director shall request and receive 
the assistance of the state Fire Marshal, the Illinois 
Department of Labor, the local police ~hief or she~iff, and 
the local. fire chief of the area in wh1.ch the appl1.cant 
proposes to engage in the retail sale of safe and sane 
fireworks. The Director may also request the assistance 
of the United States Treasury Department, Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, in the investigation. 

(d) If the Director determines that the applicant has 
complied with all the State laws and local ordinances, 
regarding fireworks to which the applicant may b~ sU~Jec~, 
a license shall be granted. If the license appl1.cat1.on 1.S 
denied, the Director shall notify the applicant, in writing, 
of the denial and of the reasons therefor. 

(e) A license to sell safe and sane fireworks at 
retail prices shall authorize the sale of safe and sane 
fireworks within this State only during the period between 
noon on the 28th day of June and noon on the 6th day of 
July of the same calendar year, and shall expire at the 
end of such period. 

(f) After a license has been granted by the Department, 
the Director shall notify, in writing, the State Fire Marshal, 
the Illinois Department of Labor, the local police chief or 
sheriff, and the local fire chief of the area in which the 
applicant proposes to engage in the retail sale of safe and 
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sane fireworks, of the name of the licensee, the location of 
the facilities to be used by the licensee, the license number 
~ssigned to the licensee, and any other information which 
the Director deems necessary. 

(g) Whenever a State or local law enforcement authority 
becomes aware of a person who is engaging in the retail sale 
of safe and ,sane fireworks without being properly licensed, 
that author1.ty shall take immediate action to terminate 
such activity and shall inform the Department of such 
action. 

(h) No licensed retailer of safe and sane fireworks 
shall transfer or relinquish ownership of safe and sane 
fireworks to an individual in any manner other than through 
the course of a retail sale of such fireworks to an indivi
dual of the age of at least eighteen (18) years. 

Section 6. 

(a) No individual shall receive, possess, purchase, 
ignite, or cause to ignite, any dangerous fireworks until 
said individual is licensed by the Department as a pyro
technic operator. 

(b) Application for a license shall be made on a form 
supplied by the Department. The application shall be sub
mitted to the Department and shall be accompanied by the 
appropriate license fee set forth in Section 20. The 
application shall contain such information as is required 
by the rules and regulations adopted by the Director. 

(c) The rules and regulations established by the 
Director shall include, but not be limited to, provisions 
which set forth the means by which the ability of the appli
cant to safely .operate a pyrotechnic display shall be 
determined. 

(d) If the Director determines that the applicant has 
complied with the rules and regulations set forth by the 
Department in regard to fireworks, such applicant shall be 
granted a license. I~ the license application is denied, 
the Director shall notify the applicant, in writing, of the 
denial and of the reasons therefor. 
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(e) A license issued in accordance with the provisions 
of this Section, and all renewals of a license, shall be in 
effect for a period of one (1) year. Application for renewal 
of a license shall be made to the Department not more than 
sixty (60) days, nor less than thirty (30) days, prior to 
the expiration of a license. Such application shall be 
made on a form supplied by the Department. 

(f) After a license has been granted or renewed by the 
Department, the Director shall notify, in writing, the State 
Fire Marshal of the name of the licensee, the location of 
the facilities to be used by the licensee, the license number 
assigned to the licensee, and any other information which 
the Director deems necessary. 

n 
) 

(g) Whenever a Sta·te or local law enforcement authority 
becomes aware of an individual who is engaged as a pyrotechnic 
operator wi·thout being properly licensed, that authority' shall 
take immediate action to terminate such activity and shall inform I 

1 I 
the Department of such action. : j 

Section 7. 

(a) No person shall possess or use agricultural and/or 
wildlife fireworks until said person has been issued a permit 
by the Department to engage in such activity. 

(b) Application for a permit to possess or use agri
cultural and/or wildlife fireworks shall be made on a form 
supplied by the Department. The application shall be sub
mitted to the Department and shall be accompanied by the 
appropriate permit fee set forth in Section 20. The appli
cation shall contain such information as is required by the 
rules and regulations adopted by the Director. 

(c) Such permits to possess or use agricultural and/or 
wildlife fireworks shall be granted only to farmers, ranchers, 
or growers who are engaged in a wildlife management program 
administered by the United States Department of Agriculture, 
or by any other State, county, or municipal agency. The 
applicant must submit evidence to the Department of involve
ment in such a program as of the time the application is 
submitted, in addition to any information required by the 
Director. 
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(d) A permit to po 
wildlife fireworks shallsstests or use agricultural and/or 
of· agr' It s a e the exact 

lCU ural and/or wildlife' quantity and type 
shall be allowed t flreworks which th ' 
g t o purchase Su h e permlttee 
rea er than the amount ~ c quantity shall be no 

requlred to control the probl em. 
, ~e) Permits to possess or ' 

wlldllfe fireworks sh 11 use agrlcultural and/or 
t a not be gr t d ' con rol are available. an e If other means of 

(f) A permit to possess or Use ' 
wildlife fireworks shall b' agrlcultural and/or 
to be determined e In effect for a 'd 

by the Director, but s pe~lo of time 
shall not exceed three (3) months. uch perlod of time 

Section 8. 

Except as provided in Secti 
any acts permitted by a lic ~n 9, the authority to perform 
be limited to the lic ense lssued under this Act shall 

Section 9. 
ensee and shall not be transferable. 

(~) An employee of a licensee 
a permlt t6 possess or use ' or of a person to whom 
fireworks has been i d agrlcultural and/or wildlife 
, ssue shall regist ' 
In accordance with the rules and regUletr,wlth the Department 
Director. a lons adopted by the 

(b) 
operator, 
except as 

No individual, other than ~ I' 
shall be permitted t ' ,~ lcensed pyrotechnic 
provided in sUbsecti~nl~~~~e dangerous firewo~ks, 

(c) ~n employee of a person to who ' 
or u~e ~grlcultural and/or wildl'f f' m a permlt to possess 
m~y 19n1te such fi"reworks even i~ :uclre~orks has been issued 
flreworks and even if th 1 ' h flreworks are dangerous 
technic operator. Such e e~p oyee lS not a licensed pyro-
to' 't emp~oyees shall onl b 

19n1 e agricultural and/or wildl'f ' y e permitted 
ance of the purposes for wh' h th l e ~lreworks in further-

lC e permlt has been issued. 
Section 10. 

The Department h 1 
sal deny the application for 

a license 
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, 
or the application for renewal of a license filed by any 
individual who has been convicted of a felony. 

section 11. 

The authority granted to an employee of a licensee or 
person to whom a permit to possess or use a~ricu~tural ~nd/or 
wildlife fireworks has been issued, as prov~ded ~n Sect~on 9, 
shall not be granted to any individual who has been convicted 

of a felony. 

section 12. 

A license to manufacture and/or distribute fireworks 
shall not be granted unless a manufacturer and/or a distri
butor is insured by a company authorized to engage in the 
insurance business in this state in the amount of not less 
than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) for each person, 
and three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) for each 
occurrence, without any deductible, against any loss or 
liability on account of the death, bodily injury, or dis
ability of an employee or other person, and in the amount of 
not less than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) for 
each occurrence, without any deductible, for'damage to or 
destruction of another person's property, which arises out 
of the manufacture, storage, transportation, or ignition of 
any of the types of fireworks manufactured and/or distri
buted by such manufacturer and/or distributor in its reg~lar 
course of business or out of reliance upon a representat~on 
or warranty made at any time with respect thereto, a~d such 
insurance shall be applicable even if the death, bod~ly 
injury, disability, or property damage or destruction, 
occurs on the premises owned or rented to the manufacturer 
and/or distributor, and/or occurs before physical possession 
of such products has been relinquished to others. 

section 13. 

Following the revocation or voluntary surrender of a 
license or failure to renew a license, a licensee may sell 
or othe~wise dispose of fireworks only under supervision of 
the Director and in such manner as the Director shall 
provide by regulation. Such disposal shall be accompl~shed 
not later than ninety (90) days from the legal revocat~on, 
voluntary surrender, or expiration of the license. 
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Section 14. 

(a) All licensees shall maintain and make available 
to the Depar~~ent of Mines and Minerals complete and accurate 
records show~ng all production, imports, exports, purchases 
sales, ,or other ~i~pos~tion or consumption of fireworks by , 
explos~ves class~f~cat~on as designated in Subpart B of 
Part 173 of Chapter 1 of Title 49 of the United States Code 
of Federal Regulations, and as to whether such fireworks are 
dangerous fireworks or safe and sane fireworks. The Depart
ment shall make an examination of these books and records 
and shall visit and inspect any building or other premise~ 
subject to the control of, or used by, the licensee for any 
purpose related to the manufacture, sale, storage, or display, 
at least six (6) times annually, for the purpose of enforcing 
the provisions of this Act. 

(b) The Department shall be permitted to revise the 
requirements of this Section with regard to the number of 
inspections to be made of retailers of safe and sane fireworks 
and of pyrotechnic operators. 

Section 15. 

Each bill of lading, manifest, and invoice issued to 
cover the sale and/or shipment of fireworks shall bear the 
l~cense or permit numbers of the seller and purchaser of such 
f~re~orks, except that such requirements do not apply to 
reta~l sellers and purchasers of! safe and sane fireworks 
during the period of time prescribed in Section 5 of this 
Article. 

Section 16. 

All import and export licensees shall file a notice 
with the Department of Mines and Minerals prior to the 
arrival of any class of fireworks subject to the license 
he holds. The notice shall state all of the following: 

(a) Estimated date of arrival; 
(b) Type, kind, and quantity of fireworks; 
(c) Name of carrier; 
(d) Point of origin and bill of lading number; 

- 289 -



I . 

(e) Name and address of consignee; and 
(f) Load number of other identification 

carton marks" 

Section 17. 

In addition to the reports required under this Article, 
the Department may by rule or regulation require such addi
tional reports from licensees as are necessary to carry out 
the purposes of this Act, and prescribe tne form of such 
reports l including verification of the information to be 
given when filing· such additional reports. 

Section 18. 

A licensee shall report any theft or loss of fireworks 
to the Department within twenty-four (24) hours after the 
discovery of the theft or loss. The report shall show the 
quantity, type and kind, classification of fireworks, and 
the location where the loss occurred. 

Section 19. 

In the event of the theft or loss of any fireworks or 
pyrotechnic devices, the State Fire Marshal and the fi.re 
authorities in the location where the theft or loss Cl[.!curred 
shall cooperate with the Department in conducting a joint 
investigation of the circumstances of such theft or loss. 

Section 20. 

(a) The initial fee for fireworks licenses and 
permits shall be as follows: 

(1) 
(2) 
(3 ) 

(4 ) 

Manufacturers . . . . • 
Distributor-Wholesaler. . 
Distributor-Importer 

and Exporter ..•.. 
Dis'tributor-Retailer of 

$1,000 
500 

500 

Dangerous Fireworks . • . •. 200 
(5) Dis·tributor-Retailer of Safe 

(6 ) 
(7 ) 

and Sane Fireworks •. 
Pyrotechnic Operator •. 
Permittees-Agricultural 

and/or Wildlife. • . 
Fireworks Possession 
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or Usage 

25 
20 

20 

i I 

,. , 

(b) The initial license fee fo I' 
a combination of the ",. r a lcense to engage in 
(1) - (a) (5) shall ~o:C~~vltle~ s~t forth in subsections (a) 
th cumu.latlve but shall be equal to 

aC~i~~~~~ ~~;r~~~C~O~h~h~i:~~!~i~~ei~sS~~~r~~~in~tion of 

Section 21. 

The annual fee for renewal f f' o lreworks licenses and permits shall be as follows: 

(a) Manufacturers . . $250 (b) Distributor-Wholes~l~r: · · · · · · · 
(c) · · · · · · 250 Distributor-Importer · 
(d) 

and Exporter · · 250 Distributor-Retailer of Dangerous 
Fireworks. . . . . . · 100 (e) · · · · · · Pyrotechnic Operators . · · · · · · · 15 

Section 22. 

All money collected pursuant to this Article shall be 
deposited in the General Fund. 

Section 2~. 

(a) The ~epartm~nt,shall suspend any license issued 
purs~a~t to thls Act If It finds any of the following 
condltlons have occurred: 

(1) The licensee has failed to pay the 
annual renewal license fee provided in this 
Article; 

, (2) T~e licensee has violated any provi-
slons,of thls Act or any regulations adopted by 
the Dlrecto~ pursuant thereto; 

(3) The licensee has created or caused 
a fire nuisance; 

(4) The licensee has failed to keep full, 
complete, and accurate records of failed to file 
any required reports; 
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or condition exists which, if, 
(5) Any fact 1 
d 

't d at the time of the original app ~-
it ha ex~s e ld have 

t' for such license reasonably wou 'to 
ca ~ont d the Depar'tment I s originally refus~ng 
warran e . 
issue such licensei 

f d to make avail-
(6) Any licensee has re use 

d accurate records; 
able to the Director complete an 

has violated any rule or 
( 7) The licensee 

, 'k which has been 
regulation regarding f~rewor s, 
adopted by the Department. 

, n shall be in effect for a period 
(b) Such suspens~o, Prior to the expiration of 

Of time not to exceed 72 hours. d t a 
'd the Department shall con uc-

the suspension per~o w'hether the license, shall be revoked. 
hearing to determine 

section 24. 

, ended or revoked, the Depart-
(a) If a l~ce~se i~ss~~~ll file in its office a state-

ment of Mines and M~nera d f rnish a cbpy of same to 
ns therefor an u 

ment of the reaso, N erson shall manufacture, 
the holder of such l~cense. to p firr;>works or pyrotechnic 

11 ' rt or expor any ~ ~'l store, se ., ~mpo , . t'on of his license un~~ 
, f pension or revoca ~ " d dev~ces a.ter sus d ew license ~s ~ssue . 

there ~s compliance with this Act an a n 

be 

ked shall 
of the licenses suspended or revO 

(b) A record t 
the office of the Departmen . 

kept on file in 

" ' f license suspension or revocation 
(c) Not~f~cat~on 0 a . t to the state Fire Marshal, 

shall be made by th~ Depart~en'ff and the locaJ fire chief 
the local police ch~ef or ~ e,rl. " engaged in the activity 
of the area in which the l~censee ~s , 

, t' 'tl.'es for which a license was ~ssued. or ac ~v~ . 

manner of conducting hearings provided for in 
(a) The thi~Article shall conform as nearlY,as may 

Section 24 of , h arings set forth ~n 
be to the provisions go~ern~n~ e f "The Civil Administrative 

, 60 to 60-h Lnclus~ve, 0 
Sect~ons -c , . d h 7 1973 as amended. 
Code of Illinois," approve Marc, , 
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(b) In addition to the requirements for a hearing as 
set forth in subsection (a) , at least two competent indivi
d,uals designated by the Director shall conduct each hearing I 
and a complete and accurate transcription of each hearing 
shall be made~' 

Section 26. 

Reports on fireworks transactions or the payment of 
license fees or penalties required by this part shall be 
deemed to have been made or paid at the time they are filed 
with, or paid to, the Department of Mines and Minerals, or, 
if sent by mail, on the date shown by the United States 
postmark on the envelope containing the report or payment. 

section 27. 

Any charges instituted by a State or local agency 
against applicants for a license or against licensees, 
which would be cause for the Department to initiate pro
ceedings for revocation shall be filed with the Depart
ment within three years of the alleged act or omission. 

Section 28. 

(a) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prohibit 
the use of fireworks by railroads, public utilities, public 
and private carriers or other transportation agencies for 
signal purposes or illumination, or the sale or use of blank 
cartridges for a show or theater, or for signal or ceremonial 
purposes in athletics or sports, or for use by military 
organizations. 

(b) Nothing in this Act shall be construed qr held to 
abrogate or in any way affect the power of cities, villages, 
and incorporated towns to restrain or prohibit the sale of 
fireworks within their corporate limits. 

SE}gtion 29. 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed as prohibiting 
the manufacture, storage, or use of siqnals ox fuses necessary 
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of railroads, trucks, aircraft, or 
for the safe operation 

't' of transportation. 
other instrumental~ ~es 

section 30. 
'ded by law the Department of 

Except as otherwise prov~ fein' the amount of five 
, ls ahall charge a e t 

Mines and M~nera ~ 'f' d py of anv record, documen , 
dollars ($5) for each cert~ ~e r ~~rtificat'ion of any docu
or paper in his custody, or to f any such record, document, 
ment representing the con ten 0 

or paper. 

ARTICLE III. 

Section 1. 

CLASSIFICATION OF FIREWURKS 
AND PYROTECHNIC DEVICEB 

, d M'nerals shall classify 
The Department of M~nes an ~ , 'th 
, rotechnic devices ~n accordance w~ 

all f~reworks and py-:- No t e of firevwrk or pyro-
the provisions of th~s A~t. yp ld or offered for sale 
technic device shall be ~mplort~~~ :~iO~ by the Director. 
prior to examination and c ass~ ~c 

Section 2. 

, d by the Director 
All fireworks ~xam~ne 'th' the definition of 

, d by h~m to come w~ ~n 
and determ~ne 1 'fied as dangerous 
IIdangerous fireworksll shall be c ass~ 

fireworks. 

section 3. 

All fireworks examined by the Director -' 't' of 
, h' ''''0 come within the de:Cl.nl. l.on 

and deternll.ned bf~ wl.m01"'~SIl shall be classified as safe 
11 safe and sane l.re ---
sane fireworks. 

Section 4. 

and 

All fireworks examined by the Director
f

, 't' of 
, h' -co come wi thin the de ~nl. ~on , 

and determl.ned by ~m , f' rks" shall be classifl.ed 
lIagricultural and wl.ldll.f~ l.r~wo 
as agricultural and wildll.fe fl.reworks. 

- 294 -

. 
j 
" 

Section 5. 

All pyrotechnic devices examined by the Director and 
found :by him to come wi thin the definition of "emergency 
signa.ling devices ll shall be classified by the Director as 
emergency signaling devices. 

Section 6. 

(a) A manufacturer, importer, exporter, or wholesaler 
shal'l stamp or label each case or carton of fireworks with the 
classi:Eication designated by the Department for such fire
works; and each case or carton of fireworks shall also bear 
the licensee's registration number. 

(b) A label of registration shall be permanently 
affixed to each safe and sane firework. Such label shall 
bear the words "safe and sane," and shall also include the 
registration number of the manufacturer. 

Section 7. 

Fireworks or pyrotechnic devices to be examined and 
classified by the Department shall be submitted by manu
facturers, wholesalers, importers, and exporters who hold 
a valid license. 

ARTICLE IV. PERMITS FOR PUBLIC FIREWORKS DISPLAYS 

Section 1. 

Except as hereinafter provided, no pyrotechnic operator 
shall use or explode any fireworks or put on a display of 
fireworks or pyrotechnic devices in a public place unless 
prior to such use, explosion, or display a permit is obtained 
from the State Fire Marshal. 

Section 2. 

Such permits may be granted only to a pyrotechnic 
operator upon written application to the State Fire Marshal 
and after approval of the local police and fire authorities 
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of the community wherein the display is proposed to be held 
as provided herein and the filing of a bond by the applicant 
as provided hereinafter. Said application shall be made at 
leas~c fifteen (15) days in advance of Ute use, explos~on, or 
display, and action shall be taken on such application within 
forty-eight (48) hours after such application is made. Each 
such display shall be handled by a pyrotechnic operator 
licensed by the Department and shall be of such composition, 
character, and so located, discharged, or fired in a manner 
which, in the opinion of the chief of the fire department 
and of the chief qf police or sheriff of the locality in 
which such fireworks display is to occur, shall not be 
hazardous to property or endanger any person or persons. 
After such permit shall have been granted, sale, possession, 
use, and distribution of fireworks for sllch display shall be 
lawful for that purpose only. No permit granted hereunder 

shall be transferable. 

section 3. 

The State Fire Marshal shall adopt regulations which 
shall designate the unit of local government which shall' 
require a bond from the licensee in a sum of not less than 
one thousand dollars ($1,000) conditioned upon compliance 
with the provisions of this law and the regulations of the 
state Fire Marshal adopted hereunder, provided no unit of 
local government shall be required to file such bond. 

section 4. 

Any pyrotechnic operator applying for a public display 
permit shall furnish to the State Fire Marshal evidence of 
a policy of public liability and property damage insurance. 
Such policy shall be in the amount of not less than one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) for. each person and 
three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) for each occur
rence, against any loss or liability on account of the 
death, bodily injury, or disability of an employee or other 
person, and in the amount of not less than one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000) for each occurrence, as payment 
for damage to or destruction of another person's property, 
which may result from, or be caused by, such public display 
of fireworks, or any negligence on the part of the licensee 
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or his or its agents, servants, employees. S h ' . uc ~nsurance 

shall be without deductibles. 

Section 5. 

The certificate of insurance shall provide all of ~he 
following: 

(a) That the insurer will not cancel the insured's 
coverage without fifteen (15) days' prior written notice 
to the State Fire Marshal· • 

(b) That the duly licensed pyrotechnic operator 
r~quired by law to supervise and discharge the public 
d~spla~, acting either as an employee of the insured or 
as an ~ndependent contractor and the State of Ill' , 't ff' . ~no~s, 
~ s 0 :~7ers, ~gents, employees, and servants are included 
as add~t~onal ~nsureds, but only insofar as any operations 
under contract are concerned; 

(c) That the State shall not be responsible for any 
premium or assessments on the policy. 

Section 6. 

No 1?ermit shall be issued under the provisions of 
this Art~cle to a nonresident person, firm, or corporation 
for conduct of a pyrotechnic display in this State until 
su~h,person, firm, or corporation shall have appointed in 
wr~tlng,a member of the ba.r of this State and residing therein 
to be h~s atto:ney upon whom all process in any action or 
proceedlng agalnst him shall be served. 

Section 7. 

An original and three copies of each permit to use or explode 
any fireworks, or to p~t on a public display of fireworks, shall 
be made, by the State Flre Marshal. The original permit shall 
be retalned in the files of the State Fire Marshal. One 
c~py shall be forwarded to the Department of Mines and 
M~nerals., Two copies s?all be forwarded to the applicant, 
one of Whlc? shall be glv~n to and retained by the person 
who sells flreworks to the pyrotechnic operator. 
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Section 8. 

f or a permit shall set forth: 
The application 

, ation sponsoring the' display 
(a) The name of the organ~z h 'c operator or operators 

, h me of the pyrotec n~ 
together w~tfhthteef~~ing of the displaYi 
in charge 0 

(b) 

(c) 

be heldi 

(d) 

, f f;nancial responsibility; 
Ev~dence 0 .... 

and t ;me of day when ~he display 
The date .... 

t ' of the displaYi 
The proposed loca ~on 

is to 

, f rth the age, experience, 
(e) A descriptio~ :~~!~~~ t~e pyrotechnic operator or 

and physical character~s btl discharging of the 
to do the ac ua 

operators who are 
fireworks; 

(f) 
of fireworks to be discharged; 

The number and types 
to be stored 

~n which such fireworks are 
(g) The manner .... 

prior to the displaYi 

, the roundS on which tb,e display 
(h) A d~agram of ,g ~'ch the fireworks a~e 

h 'g the po~nt at Wll~ 

is 
to 
and to be held s ow~n . of all buildings, highways, 

be discharged, the lo~at~~n the lines behind which the 
other lines of commun~c~t~~n, d the location of all nearby 
audience will be restra~ne , an

l
, es or other overhead 

trees, telegraph, or telephone ~n 
obstruction. 

Section 9. 
l'cation at least fifteen 

(a) Upon receipt of such app ~ for this display, the 
(15) days in advance of thetda~et~: municipality, town, or 
chief of the fire depart~en ,0 1 of fireworks is to be 
village wherein the publ~C d~sp a Y

a an investigation of 
k r cause to be rna e, 

held shall ma e, 0 d' 1 for the purpose of deter-
the site of the propose~ ,~sp a Y

f 
these regulations have 

" h th r' the prov~s~ons 0 h 11 m~n~ng wee . f the fire department s a 
been satisfied. The ch~ef 0 
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confer with the chief of the police department of the munici
pality, town, or village wherein the public display of fire
works is to be held as to whether aperrnit should be issued. 
If they are satisfied that the display shall be conducted 
safely, the chiefs of the police and fire departments shall 
endorse the application, stating that they have determined 
t:hat the display is in conformance with all laws pertaining 
to fireworks and with all rules and regUlations promulgated 
by the State Fire Marshal. Failure to approve the applica-' 
tion by either the fire chief or police chief shall be 
sufficient cause for the State Fire Marshal to deny the 
permit. 

(b) The application, following endorsement by the 
chiefs of the fire and police departments, shall be sent 
to the State Fire Marshal, who shall then, upon receipt" of 
evidence of financial responsibility as required by law in 
such cases, issue a nontransferable permit authorizing the 
display. 

Section 10. 

(a) No permit shall be granted for any display of 
fireworks where the discharge, failure to fire, faulty 
firing, or fallout of any fireworks or other objects would 
e~danger persons, buildings, structures, forests, or brush, 
nor in any case where the point at which the fireworks are 
to be fired is less than two hundred (200) feet from the 
nearest permanent building, public highway, railroad, or 
other overhead obstruction. In no case shall a display be 
fired within five hundred (500) feet of a school, theater, 
church, hospital, or similar institution.; 

(b) Spectators at a display of firework.s shall be 
restrained behind lines or barriers as designated by local 
authorities but in no case less than two hundred (200) feet 
from the point at which the fireworks are to be discharged. 
Only authorized persons and those in actual charge of the 
display shall be allowed inside these lines or barriers 
during the unloading, preparation, or firing of fireworks. 

(c) All fireworks that fire a projectile shall be so 
set up that the projectile will go into the air as nearly 
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as possible ~n a vertical direction, provided that where such 
fireworks are to be fired beside a lake or other large body 
of water, they may be directed in such a manner that the 
falling residue from the deflagration will fall into the 

said body of water. 

(d) Any fireworks that remain unfired after the displpy 
is concluded shall be immediately disposed of or removed in 
a manner safe for the particular type of fireworks. The 
depris from the discharged fireworks shall be properly 
removed by the ope~ator before he leaves the premises. The 
operator, upon the conclusion of the display, shall make a 
complete and thorough search for any unfired fireworks or 
pieces which have failed to fire or function and shall 
dispose of them in a safe manner. Such search shall be 
instituted no later than the first period of daylight which 

follows. 

(e) No fireworks display shall be held during any 
windstorm in which the wind reaches a velocity of more 

than twenty (20) miles per hour. 

(f) All fireworks articles and items at the site of 
a public display shall be stored in a manner and in an 
enclosure secure from fire, accidental discharge, and 
theft, and in a manner approved by the local fire chief 

having jurisdiction. 

section 11. 

(a) A licensed pyrotechniC operator shall be in charge 
of the firing of the fireworks in a display. Such operator 
shall have his license in his possession when engaged in 
conducting a display and shall exhibit same on request of 
any authorized person. Said license may be immediately 
suspended by the state Fire Marshal or local fire or police 
department for any violation of this Article or when the 
licensee1s conduct or condition of sobriety is such as to 
imperil the public safety. Each person assisting the 
licensed operator shall be at least eighteen (18) years 

of age. 

(b) If a pyrotechnic operator1s license is suspended, 
a hearing shall be conducted by the Department within ten (10) 

- 300 -

days from the date of sus ' 
shall be permanently revo~:~sl.on to determine if the license 
accordance with the' ro ' , • Such hearing shall be in 

o thlS Act. p V~Sl.ons of Article III f ' 

Section 12. 

(a) Fire protection d ' be provided by the an, extlnguishing equipment shall 
chief of the fire dPyrotechnl.C opera~or,as required by the 
display. epartment having Jurlsdiction over the 

(b) The chief of the fire d 
over the display shal] stat' epartment having jurisdiction 
department or such la~ge l.~ one member of the local fire 
at each public display fr nUh,er as may be deemed necessary 
F' or w lch a pe 't 
lre department personnel shall be rID 1 has been issued. 

the fireworks are deliv d o~ duty from the time 
of all fireworks and deber~ aft the slte until the removal 
s h f' rlS rom the sit Th uc lremen shall be paid b th e. e expense for y e sponsor of the display. 

arising as a result of the ad ' , 
rules and l' mlnl-

(c) All disputes 
stration of these 
to the State Fire 
in all cases. 

regu atlons shall be f 
Marshal, who shall be the f' lre erre~ lna authorlty 

Section 13. 

The State Fire Marshal shall 
regulations for the grantin ad~pt reasonable rules and 
displays of fireworks by g,o~ permlts for supervised munlcl.palitie f' , 
amusement parks organ' t' s, al.r assoclations 

I lza lons, or groups of individual ' s. 

Section 14. 

Nothing herein shall h" ernmental unit from ad t.
pro 

l.blt any other local gov-
and regulat' f op lng reasonable rules 

lons or the granting of ' 
public displays of f;r k permlts for supervised 

. ~ ewor s that are t' , 
wlth this Act or w;th th no lnCOnSl.stent 

~ e rules and r 1 . 
by the State Fire Marshal. egu atlons established 
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ARTICLE V. STORAGE OF CLASS A AND B EXPLOSIVES 
BY LICENSEES UNDER THIS ACT. 

Section 1. 

(a) Licensees under this Act shall store Class A and/or 
B explosives in magazines that meet the construction require
ments es·tablished in Sections 2 and 3 of this Article. 

(b) Class A and/or B explosives shall be stored in 
magazines unless ~hey are in the process of being manufac
tured, packaged, transported, or used. 

(c) Explosive and/or highly flamable chemicals used in 
the manufacture of fireworks, partially finished fireworks, 
finished fireworks, and finished fireworks packaged for 
shipment shall be stored in separate magazines. 

(d) Magazines containing Class A and/or B explosives 
shall be separated from inhabited buildings, passenger 
railways, public highways, and other magazines by barricades. 
The distances of separation shall be in accordance with 
Table I. 

TABLE I 

EXplosive:;; Distances in Feet 

In- Pas- Sepa-
Pounds Pounds habited senger Public ration 
over riot build- rail- high- of 

over ings ways ways maga-
zines 

2 5 70 30 30 12 
5 10 90 35 35 16 

10 20 110 45 45 20 
20 30 125 50 50 22 
30 40 140 55 55 24 
40 50 150 60 60 28 
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Explosives 

Pounds 
Over 

50 
75 

100 
125 
150 
200 
250 
300 
40,0 
500 
600 
700 
800 
900 

1,000 
1,200 
1,400 
1,600 
1,800 
2,000 
2,500 
3,000 
4 f OOO 
5,000 
6,000 
7,000 
8,000 
9;000 

10,000 
12,000 
14,000 
16,000 
18,000 
20,000 

Pounds 
not 
OVE.~r 

75 
100 
125 
150 
200 
250 
300 
400 
500 
600 
700 
800 
900 

1,000 
1,200 
1,400 
1,600 
1,800 
2,000 
2,500 
3,000 
4,000 
5,000 
6,000 
7,000 
8,000, 
9,000 

10,000 
12,000 
14,000 
16,000 
18,000 
20,000 
25,000 

In
habited 
build
ings' 

170 
190 
200 
215 
235 
255 
270 
295 
320 
340 
355 
375 
390 
400 
425 
450 
470 
490 
505 
545 
580 
635 
685 
730 
770 
800 
835 
865 
875 
885 
900 
940 
975 

1,055 
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Distances in Feet 

Pas
senger 
rail
ways 

70 
75 
80 
85 
95 

105 , 
110 
120 
130 
135 
145 
150 
155 
160 
170 
180 
190 
195 
205 
220 
235 
255 
275 
295 
310 
320 
335 
345 
370 
380 
405 
420 
435 
470 

Public 
high
ways 

70 
75 
80 
85 
95 

105 
110 
120 
130 
135 
145 
150 
155 
160 
165 
170 
175 
180 
185 
190 
195 
210 
225 
235 
245 
250 
255 
260 
270 
275 
280 
285 
290 
315 

Sepa
ration 

of 
maga
zines 

30 
32 
36 
38 
42 
46 
48 
54 
58 
62 
64 
66 
70 
72 
78 
82 
86 
88 
90 
98 

104 
116 
122 
130 
136 
144 
150 
156 
164 
174 
180 
188 
196 
210 

------



Explosives Distances 

In- Pas-
habited senger pounds Pounds 
bui1d- rai1-over not 

over lngs ways 

" , 

1,130 500 
25,000 30 k OOO, 

35,000 1,205 525 30,000 
40,000 1,275 550 

35,000 
40,000 45,000 1,340 570 

50,000 1,400 590 
45,000 
50,000 55,000 1!460 610 

55,000 60,000 1,515 630 

65,000 1,565 645 
60,000 

660 
65,000 70,000 1,610 

75,000 1,655 675 
70,000 

80,000 1,695 690 
75,000 

705 
80,000 85,000 1,730 

90,000 1,760 720 85,000 
95,000 1,790 730 

90,000 
745 95,000 100,000 1,815 

100k OOO 110,000 1,835 770 

120,000 1,855 790 
110,000 

130,000 1,875 810 
120" 000 
130,000 140,000 1,890 835 

150,000 1,900 850 
140,000 

160,000 1,935 870 
150,000 

170,000 1,965 890 
160,000 

180,000 1,990 905 
170,000 

190,000 2,010 920 
180,000 

200,000 2,030 935 
190,000 

210,000 2,055 955 
200,000 

230,000 2,100 980 
210,000 
230,000 250,000 2,155 1,010 

2,215 1,040 250,000 275,000 
275,000 300,000 2,275 1,075 
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in Feet 

Public 
high-
ways 

340 
360 
380 
400 
420 
440 
455 
470 
485 
500 
510 
520 
530 
5;40 
545 
550 
555 
560 
565 
570 
580 
590 
600 
605 
610 
620 
635 
650 
670 
690 

Sepa-
ration 

of 
maga -
zines 

224 
238 
248 
258 
270 
280 
290 
300 
310 
3:20 
330 
340 
350 
360 
370 
390 
410 
430 
450 
470 
490 
510 
530 
550 
570 
590 
630 
670 
720 
770 

f~ II 
\1 
1\ 
11 
11 
f! 
l' .\ 
t J 

i\' 
1 " 

t! 
i i 

I 
I 

I 
1 

Section 2. 

(a) Magazines shall be constructed in conformity with 
the provisiuns of this Article, or may be of substantially 
equivalent construction. 

(b) The ground around magazines shall be graded in 
such manner that water will drain away from the magazines. 

(c) Magazines requiring heat shall be heated by either 
hot water radiant heating within the magazine building or 
air directed into the magazine building over either hot 
water or low pressure steam (15 psig maximum) coils located 
outside the magazine building. 

(d) The magazine heating systems shall meet the 
following requirements: 

(1) The radiant heating coils within the building 
shall be installed in such a manner that the fireworks 
containers cannot contact 'the coils, and air is free to 
circulate between the coils and the fireworks; 

(2) The heating ducts shall be installed in such 
a manner that the hot air discharge from the duct is 
not directed against the fireworks or fireworks containers; 

(3) The heating device used in connection with a 
magazine shall have controls that prevent the ambient 
building temperature from exceeding J.300 F.; 

(4) The electric fan or pump used in the heating 
system for a magazine shall be mounted outside and 
separate from the wall of the magazine, and shall be 
groundedi 

(5) The electric fan motor and the controls for 
an electrical heating device used in heating water or 

. steam shall have overloads and disconnects, which comply 
with the National Electrical Code. All electrical 
switch gear shall be located a minimum distance of 
twenty-five (25) feet from the magazine; 
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(6) The heating source for water or steam shall 
be separated from the magazine by a distance o~ not 
less than. twenty-five (25) feet when such heat1.ng source 
is electricity, and fifty (50) feet when such heating source 
is fuel~fired. The area bet'ween the heating unit 'and the 
magazine shall be cleared of all combustible materials; 

(7) The storage of fireworks and fir~works con
tainers in the magazine shall allow uniform air cir
culation so temperature uniformity can be maintained 
throughout t,h~ stored materials. 

(e) 
electric 
shall be 

When ligh~s are necessary inside the magazine, 
safety flashlights or electl:"ic safety lanterns 
used. 

(f) The authority having jurisdiction may authorize 
interior lighting of special design for magazines provided 
that adequate safe'ty is maintained. 

(g) \ihen ventilation is required in a magazine, 
sufficient ventilation shall be provided to protect the 
stored materials in the spec.ific: .. area in which 
the magazine is located. Stored materials s~all be ~o . 
placed in the magazine as not to interfere w~th vent~lat~on 
and shall be stored so as to prevent contact with masonry 
walls or wit~ any steel or other ferrous metal by means of 
a non-sparking lattice or equivalent lining. 

Section 3. 

(a) A Type 1 storage facility shall be a permanent 
structure: a building, an igloo or Army-type structure, 
a tunnel, or a dugout. It shall be bullet-resistant, fire
resi~tant, weather-resitant, theft-resistant, and well 
venilated. 

(1) Buildings. All building type storage facilities 
shall be constructed of masonry, wood, metal, or a combi
na'tion of these materials and shall have no openings 
except for entrances and ventilation. Ground a~ound 
such storage facili,ties shall slope away for drainage. 
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(a) Masonry wall construction. 
Masonry wall construction shall consist 
of brick, concrete/tile, cement block 
or cinder block and shall be not less ' 
than six (6) inches in thickness. Hollow 
masonry units used in construction shall 
have all hollow spaces filled with well
tamped coarse dry sand or weak concrete 
(a mixture of one part cement and eight 
parts of sand with enough water to 
dampen the mixture while tamping in 
place). Interior walls shall be covered 
with a nonsparking material. 

(b ') F b . a ricated metal wall construc-
t1.on. Metal wall construction shall 
consist of sectional sheets of steel or 
aluminum not less than number 14 gauge, 
securely fastened to a metal framework. 
Such metal wall construction shall be 
either lined inside with brick, solid 
cement blocks, hardWood not less than 
.;: '4)' ~.our t ~nches in thickness, or shall 
have at least a siX-inch sand fill 
between interior and exterior walls. 
Interior walls shall be constructed of 
or COVeyed with a nonsparking material. 

(c) Wood frame wall construction. 
The exterior of outer wood walls shall 
be covered with iron or aluminum not 
less than number 26 gauge. An inner 
wall of nonsparking material shall be 
constructed so as to provide a space' 
of not less than six (6) inches between 
the o~ter and inner walls, which space 
shall be filled with coarse dry sand 
or weak concrete. 

(d) Floors. Floors shall be 
constructed of a nonsparking material 
and shall be strong enough to bear 
the wei~ht of the maximum quantity to 
be stored. 
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(e) Foundations. Foundations shall 
be constructed of brick l concrete, ,cement 
block, stone, or wood posts. If ple~s 
or posts are used, in lieu of a cO~tl~UOUS 
foundation, the space under the bUlldlngs 
shall be enclosed with metal. 

(f) Roof.. Except for buildings 
with fabricated metal roofs, the outer 

f shall be covered with no less than 
~~~er 26~·guage iron or aluminum fastened 
to 7/8- in'ch shea tb ing • 

(g) BUllet-resistant ceilings or 
roofs'. Where it is possible for a 
bullet to be fired directly through the 
roof and into the storage facility at 
such an angle that the bullet would 
strike a point below the top of inner 

11 Storage facilities shall be pro-wa . s, d 
tected by one of the following metho s: 

(1) A sand tray shall be 
located -at the tops of inner 
walls covering the entire ceil-
ing area, except that ne~essary 
for ventilation, lined wlth a 
layer of building paper, and 
filled with not less than four 
(4) inches of coarse dry sand. 

(2) A fabricated metal 
roof shall be construction of 
3/16-inch plate steel lined 
with four (4) inches of hard
wood. (For each additional 
1/16-inch of plate steel, the 
hardwood lining may be decreas~d 
one (1) inch.)-

(h) Doors. All dO.ors shall be 
constructed of ~-inch plate steel and 
lined with two (2) inches of hardwood. 
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Hinges and hasps shall be attached to the 
doors by welding, riveting, or bolting 
(nuts on inside of door). They shall be 
installed in such a manner that the hinges 
and'hasps cannot be removed when the dQors 
are closed and locked. 

(i) Locks." Each door shall be 
equipped,'with two (2) mortise locks; or 
with two (2) padlocks fastened in sepa
rate hasps and staples; or with a combi
nation of a mortise lock and a padlocki or 
with a mortise lock that reguires two 
(2) keys to open; or a three-point lock. 
Locks shall be five-tumbler proof. All 
padlocks shall be protected with ~-inch 
steel caps constructed so as to prevent 
sawing or lever action on the locks or 
hasps .' 

(j) Ventilation. Except at door
ways, a two-inch air space shall be left 
around ceilings and the perimeter of 
floors. Foundation ventilators shall 
be not less than four (4) by six (6) 
inches. Vents in the foundation, roof, 
or gables shall be screened and offset. 

(k) Exposed metal. No sparking 
metal construction shall be exposed 
below the top of walls in the -interior 
of storage facilities, and all nails 
therein shall be blind-nailed or 
countersunk. 

(2) Igloos, Army-type structures, tunnels, and 
dugouts. Igloo, Army--type, tunnel, and dugout storage 
facilities shall be constructed of reinforced concrete, 
masonry, metal, or a combination of these materials. 
They shall have an earthmound covering of not less than 
twenty-four (24) inches on the top, sides, and rear. 
Interior walls and floors shall be covered with ,~ 
nonsparking material. Storage facilities of this type 
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shall also be construc·ted in conformity with the require
ments of paragraph (a) (4) and paragraphs (a) (8) through 
(11) of this Section. 

(b) Type 2 Magazine. A Type 2 storage facility' shall 
be a box, a ~railer, a semi-trailer, or other mobile facility. 
It shall be bullet-resistant, fire-resistant, weather-resistant, 
theft resistant, and well ventilated. Hinges and hasps shall 
be attached to the covers or doors in the manner prescribed 
iq sUbsection (a) and the locking system shall be that pre
scribed in subsec~ion (a). 

(1) Outdoor storage facilities shall be at 
least one (1) cubic yard in size and supported in 
such a manner so as to prevent direct contact with 
the ground. The sides, bottoms, tops, and covers 
or doors shall be constructed of ~-inch steel and 
shall be lined with two (2) inches of hardwood. 
Edges of metal covers shall overlap sides at least 
one (1) inch. 

(2) The ground around such storage facilities 
shall slope away for drainage. When unattended, 
vehicular storage facilities shall have 'wheels 
removed or shall be otherwise effectively immo
bilized by kingpin locking devices or other methods 
approved by the Director. 

Section 4. 

(a) The Director shall license leach magazine in 
accordance with II Section 8 of an act regulating the manu'
facture, possession, storage, transportation, use, sale, 
or gift of explosives. II 

(b) Magazines shall be in the charge of an individual 
who is trained in the handling of all types of explosives 
and chemicals used in the manufacture of fireworks and who 
shall be at least twenty-one (21) years of age. This person 
shall be responsible for the enforcement of all safety 
precautions and shall keep an up-to-date inventory of the 
contents contained in the magazines. A.complete inventory 
shall be posted at all times on the inside of the magazine 
door. 
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(c) All magazines containin 
shall be opened and . g Class A or B explosives 
than three (3) da s ~~spected,at intervals of not greater 
unauthorized entr~ or ~:termlne whether there has been an 
whether there hal::! b a empted entry into the magaz"ines or 
of the ,¥ een an unauthorized removal f th magazlnes. 0 e contents 

(d) Magazine doors shall be k 
time of placement and removal of tep~ locked, except during 

s oc s or during inspection. 
(e) Safety rules 

shall be posted on the ?o:er~,ng the operations of magazines 
In erlor of the magazine door. 

(f) All stocks shall be stored so as to 
counted and checked. be easily 

(g) Containers shall be piled in a stable manner. 
(h) Containers of Class B fireworks with top side up. shall be laid flat 

(i) , Black powder in shi in ' 
In magazines with other ex I p~ g contalners, when stored 
Black powder stored in k P OSlves, shall be segregated 
d egs shall be st d . 

own, or on side, seams down. ore on ends, bungs 

(j) Open containers shall b 
being re~urned t ' e securely closed before 
, ... 0 a magaZlne. N t 
In the magazine. No container ~ con ainers may be opened 
stored in the magazine. wlthout a closed lid may be 

(k) Tools used for ' 
fireworks or black powd oPhenlng containers of Class B 

, - er s all be constr t d 
materla~, except that metal l'tt uc e of nonsparking 
f'b b s l ers may b d f l er oard containers A d e Use or opening 
wood mallet shall be ~sed ;~o wed~e and a fiber, rubber or 
tainers of exploslves. r Openlng or closing wood con-

(1) Metal tools other th 
shall not be stored' an, nonferrous transfer conve ors 
explosives. In any magazlne containing Class A or ~ 

(m) Magazine floors sh 11 b 
clean, dry, free of grit, a e regularly swept, kept 

paper, empty used packages and 
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bb ' h Brooms and other cleaning utensils shall not have rl.l J.S. , f fl f 
any spark-producing metal parts. SweepJ.ngs rom oors ~ 
magazines shall be properly disposed of, in accordance wJ.th 
the instructions of the manufacturer. 

(n) When magazines need interior repairs, all fireworks 
and/or chemicals shall be removed therefrom and the floors 
cleaned. 

(0) In making exterior magazin~ repairs, ,when there is 
a possibility of causing sparks or fJ.re, ~he fJ.reworks and/or 
chemicals shall be'removed from the magazJ.ne. 

(p) Fireworks and/or chemicals removed from a ~agazine 
d 'r shall either be placed in another magazJ.ne or un er repaJ. h 11 

laced a safe distance from the magazine, where they s a 
~e properly guarded and protected until repairs have been 
completed. Upon completion of repairs, the fireworks and/or 
chemicals shall be promptly returned to the maga~ine. 

Section 5. 

(a) Smoking, matches, open flames, s:r:ark-producin~ 
devices and firearms (except firearms carrJ.ed:by.aut~orJ.zed 
guards) shall not be permitted inside of or wJ.thJ.n fJ.fty 
(50) feet of magazines. 

(b) The land surrounding magazines shall be ~ept clear 
of brush, dried grass, leaves, and s~milar combustJ.bles for 
a distance of at least twenty-five (25) feet. 

. 1 sha· 11 not be stored within (c) Combustible materJ.a s 
fifty (50) feet of magazines. 

are located shall be (d) Property upon which mag~zines 
posted with signs reading IIExplos~v~s.- Keep 
signs shall be located so as ~o mJ.~J.mJ.ze the 
a bullet's traveling in the dJ.rectJ.on of the 
anyone shoots at the sign. 

Off.'r Such 
possibility of 
magazine if 

(e) The Director shall establish additional rules and 
regulations as he deems necessary. 
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Section 6. 

(a) All persons engaged in the manufacturing, whole
saling, importing, or exporting of fireworks on the ef£ective 
date of this ~ct shall comply with th~ requirements of this 
Article within three (3) years from the effective date of 
this Act. 

(b) The Direqtor shall establish a timetable for 
compliance with this Act by each person engaged in the 
manufacturing, wholesaling, importing, or exporting of fire
works on the effective date of this Act. During the course 
of each required inspection of such a manufacturer, whole
saler, importer, or exporter of fireworks, the Department 
shall determine if there has been compliance with the 
established timetable. 

(c) Failure to adhere to the timetable established for 
compliance with t.his Article shall be grounds for license 
revocation. 

ARTICLE VI. STORAGE OF CLASS C FIREWORKS 

Section 1. 

(a) Class C fireworks shall be kept in sto~age buildings 
that meet the requirements of this Article. 

(b) Class C fireworks shall be stored in storage 
buildings unless they are in process of manufacture, being 
physically handled in the operating process, being used, 
packaged, or being transported. 

(c) Storage buildings required by this Article shall 
be constructed in accordance with Section 2. 

(d) Class C dangerous fireworks and safe and sane 
fireworks shall be stored in separate storage facilities. 

(e) Chemicals used to manufacture Class C £ireworks 
shall be stored in accordance with this Act. 
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( f) storage buildings containing Class C dangerous Explosives Distances fireworks shall be separated from inhabited buildings, in Feet 
passenger railways, public highways, other storage buildings, 
and magazines in accordance with Table II. 

Pounds 
In- Pas- Sepa-Pounds habited 

(g) Storage buildings containing "safe and sane" over not 
senger Public ration 

fireworks shall be separated from inhabitea buildings, 
build- rail- high- of over ings 

passenger railways, public highways, other storage buildings, '\.\lays ways Storage 
and magazines in accordance with Table III. Buildings 

1,000 1,200 213 85 TABLE II 1,200 82 39 1,400 225 90 85 1,400 1,600 235 
41 

Explosives Distances in Feet 1,600 
95 87 43 1,800 245 97 90 1,800 2,000 44 

253 102 
2,000 2,500 

92 45 
272 110 

In- Pas-· Sepa- 2,500 3,000 
95 49 

290 117 97 Pounds Pounds habited senger Public ration 3,000 4,000 317 
52 

over not build- rail- high- o'f 4,000 
127 105 58 5,000 342 137 112 over ings ways ways Storage 5,000 6,000 61 

365 147 117 Buildings 6,000 7,000 65 
385 155 122 7,000 68 8,000 400 160 

8,000 125 72 9,000 417 
2 5 35 15 15 6 9,000 10,000 

167 127 75 
432 172 130 5 10 45 17 17 8 10,000 12,000 78 
437 185 135 10 20 55 22 22 10 12,000 14,000 442 

82 
20 30 63 25 25 11 14,000 16,000 

190 137 87 
445 202 

30 40 70 27 27 . 12 16,000 18,000 
140 90 

470 210 
40 50 75 30 30 14 18,000 142 94 20,000 487 217 145 50 75 85 35 ~ 35 15 20,000 25,000 98 

527 235 
75 100 95 37 37 16 25,000 30,000 

157 105 
565 250 170 112 100 125 100 40 40 18 30,000 35,000 602 262 180 125 150 108 42 42 19 35,000 119 40,000 637 275 

150 200 117 47 47 21 40,000 190 121 45,000 670 285 200 129 200 250 127 52 52 23 45,000 50,000 700 295 210 135 250 300 135 55 55 24 50,000 
300 400 147 

55,qOO 730 305 220 140 60 60 27 55,000 60,000 
400 500 160 

757 315 227 145 65 65 29 60,000 65,000 
500 600 

782 322 235 150 170 68 68 31 65,000 70,000 
600 

805 330 242 155 700 177 72 72 32 70,000 75,000 827 337 700 800 187 75 75 33 75,000 250 160 80,000 847 345 800 900 195 77 77 35 80,000 255 165 

900 1,000 
85,000 865 352 260 170 200 80 80 36 85,000 90,000 880 360 265 175 
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~~, 

Explosives Distances in Feet Explosives 
Distances in Feet 

In- Pas- Sepa-
Pounds Pounds habited senger Public ration P01.;mds Pounds 

In- Pas-
over not bui1d- rail- high- of Over habited Sepa-not senger Public over ings ways ways Storage bUild- rail- ration 

Buildings Over ings high-
ways of 

ways Storage -
90,000 100,000 907 372 272 185 

Buildings 
20 

100,000 110,000 917 385 275 195 30 
.30 41 18 

110,000 120,000 927 395 277 205 40 
40 46 18 11 19 

120,000 130,000 937 405 280 215 50 
50 50 19 12 20 

130,000 140,000 945 417 282 225 75 
75 56 20 14 100 23 

140,000 150,000 950 425 285 235 100 63 23 15 
125 25 

150,000 160,000 967 435 290 245 125 66 25 16 150 26 
160,000 170,000 982 445 295 255 150 71 26 18 

200 28 28 170,000 180,000 995 452 300 265 200 78 31 19 
180,000 190,000 1,005 460 302 275 250 

250 85 31 21 34 
190,000 200,000 1,015 467 305 285 300 

300 90 34 23 36 
200,000 210,000 1,027 477 310 295 400 

400 98 36 24 40 
210,000 230,000 1,050 490 317 315 500 

500 106 40 27 43 
230,000 250,000 1,077 505 325 335 600 

600 113 43 29 45 
250,000 275,000 1,107 520 335 360 700 

700 118 45 31 48 
275,000 300,000 1,137 537 345 385 800 

80.0 125 48 32 
900 50 50 900 1,000 

130 51 33 
1,000 133 51 35 

1,200 53 
TABLE III 1,200 141 53 36 

1,,400 56 
1,400 150 55 39 

1,600 60 
Explosives Distances in Feet 1,600 156 56 41 

1,800 63 
1,800 163 58 43 

2,000 65 
2,000 168 60 44 

2,500 68 
In- Pas- Sepa- 2,500 181 61 45 

3,000 73 
Pounds Pounds habited senger Public ration 3,000 193 63 49 

4,000 7·8 
over not bui1d- rai1- high- of 4,000 211 65 52 

5,000. 85 
over ings ways ways Storage 5,000 228 70 58 

6,000 91 
Buildings 6,000 243 75 61 

7,000 98 
7,000 256 78 65 

8,000 103 81 
8,000 9,000 

266 106 68 
2 5 23 10 10 6 9,000 278 83 72 

10,000 III 85 5 10 30 12 12 8 10,000 288 75 
12,000 115 86 10 20 37 15 15 10 12,000 291 78 
14,000 123 90 295 126 82 

91 87 
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EXplosives 

pounds 
over 

14,000 
16,000 
18,000 
20,000 
25,000 
30,000 
35,000 
40,000 
45,000 
50,000 
55,000 
60,000 
65,000 
70,000 
75,000 
80,000 
85,000 
90,000 
95,000 

100,000 
110,000 
120,000 
130,000 
140,000 
150,000 
160,000 
170,000 
180,000 
190~000 

200,000 
210,000 
230~000 
250,000 
275,000 

pounds 
not 
over 

16,000 
18,000 
20,000 
25,000 
30,000 
35,000 
40,000 
45,000 
50,000 
55,000 
60~000 
65,000 
70,000 
75,000 
80,000 
85,000 
90,000 
95,000 

100,000 
110,000 
120,000 
130,000 
140,000 
150,000 
160,000 
170,000 
180,000 
190,000 
200,000 
210,000 
230,000 
250,000 
275,000 
300 / 000 

In
habited .' build-

ings 

300 
313 
325 
351 
376 
401 
425 
446 
466 
486 
505 
521 
536 
551 
565 
576 
586 
596 
605 
611 
618 
625 
630 
633 
645 
655 
663 
670 
676 
685 
700 
718 
738 
758 

Distances in Feet 

Pas
senger 
rail
ways 

1.35 
140 
145 
156 
166 
175 
183 
190 
196 
203 
210 
215 
220 
225 
230 
235 
240 
243 
248 
256 
263 
270 
278 
283 
290 
296 
301 
306 
311 
318 
326 
336 
346 
358 

Public 
high
ways 

93 
95 
96 

105 
113 
120 
126 
133 
140 
146 
151 
156 
161 
166' 
170 
173 
176 
180 
181 
183 
185 
186 
188 
190 
193 
1,96 
200 
201 
203 
206 
211 
216 
223 
230 
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Sepa
ration 

of 
storage 

Buildings 

90 
94 
98 

105 
112 
119 
121 
129 
135 
140 
145 
150 
155 
3,.60 
165 
170 
175 
180 
185 
195 
205 
215 
225 
235 
245 
255 
265 
275 
285 
295 
315 
335 
360 
385 

Section 2. 

(a) storage buildings for Class C fireworks may be 
a building,' igloo, box, trailer, semj,-trai1er I or other 
mobile facility. They shall be constructed to resist fire 
from an outside source and to be weather-resistant and 
theft-resistant. 

(b) Storage buildings for Class C fireworks shall be 
vented, or in the alternative, shall be constructed in such 
a manner that venting will occur by yielding of weaker. parts 
of the structure under pressure generated by burning f.irewo~ks. 

(c) All storage buildings shall be equipped with locking 
means for all openings. 

(d) All doors sha.:.l open outWard and all exits must 
be clearly marked. Aisles and exit doors shall be kept free 
of any obstructions. 

(e) Only dust-proof, and ignition proof type electrical 
fixtures shall be used and wiring shall comply with Section 
502-4(b) of the National Electrical Code. No wall receptacles 
are permitted. All light fixtures must have guards. 

(f) An outside master electrical switch shall be 
provided at each storage building where electricity is 
used. 

Section 3. 

(a) Storage buildings shall be in the charge of an 
individual trained to handle all types of Class C fireworks 
and shall be at least twenty-one (21) years of age; that 
individual shall be held responsible for the enforcement of 
all safety precautions. 

(b) Doors shall be kept locked, except during hours 
of operation. 

(c) Safety rules covering the operations of storage 
buildings shall be posted. 

(d) Containers shall be piled in a stable manner. 
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(e) Class C fir~works ~hall be stpred in their original 
packaging and in unopened cases or cartons so as to take 
advantage of the insulation provided by such packaging; 
provided, however, unpackaged fireworks which have be'en 
returned by wholesalers m~y be temporarily retained in bins 
for rnpackaging. 

(f) Tools used for opening containers of Class C 
fireworks shall be constructed of nonsparking material, 
except that metal slitters may be used for opening fiber
board containers. 

(g) storage buildings shall be regularly swept, kept 
clean, dry, free of grit, paper, 'empty used packages and 
rubbish. Brooms and other cleaning utensils shall not have 
any spark-producing metal parts. Sweepings sha.ll be completely 
removed. 

(h) When storage buildings need interior repairs, all 
fireworks shall be removed therefrom and the interior cleaned. 

(i) In making exterior storage building repairs, when 
there is a possibility of causing sparks of fire, the fire
works shall be removed from the storage building. 

(j) Fireworks removed from a storage building under 
repair shall either be placed in another storage building or 
placed a safe distance from the storage building, where they 
shall be properly guarded and protected until repairs have 
been completed. Upon compl~tion of repairs, the fireworks 
shall be promptly returned to the storage building. 

Section 4. 

(a) Smoking, matches, open flames, spark-producing 
devices and firearms (except firearms carried by auth0rized 
guards) shall not be permitted inside bf or within twenty
five (25) feet of storage buildings. 

(b) The land surrounding storage buildings shall be 
kept clear of brush, dried grass, leaves, and similar 
combustibles for a distance of at least twenty-five (25) 
feet, unless equivalent protection is provided. 
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(c) Smoking sh 11 
or within twent ,a not be permitted in 

'~~;~;W~RKhall be ;~:~;:C~~~~l~e;~S~:dth~ stor~;:o~~i~d~~~dings 
, S -- NO SMOKINGII '1 sJ.gns Wl th the words 
lnches high. In etters not less than 

four (4) 

(d) The Director sh 11 
and regulations as h d a establish such additional 

e eems necessary. rUles 

ARTICLE VII 
MANUFACTURING OPERATIONS 

Section 1. 

All fireworks 1 
of this Artl'cle. p ants shall Comply w~th th 

.... e requirements 

.eection 2. 

(a) .A.II fireworks I 
by a metal f P ants shall be c I 
on to ' ~ncef having a; minimum hei h omp e~ely surrounded 

. p of whJ.ch there shall be th g t of SJ.X (6) feet, 
Wlre. All buildings, eXce t ~,ree (3) strands of barbed 
processing or storage is p ~,~,-J.ce buildings in Which no 
the fence. All Openings f:r~~cted, must be located within 
metal gates which shall be k : fence shall be equipped with 
except when in actual u ep securely lOcked at all t' 
plant may be left sej ,except that the main gat f lmes, 

open d;~rlng the e 0 the 
operat~on While in plain -view regUlar hours of plant 
~uthorlzed employees or gUardS Of and U~der observation by 

EXPLOSIVES -- NO SMOKING __ . ConspJ.cuous signs indicatin 
along the plant f . NO TRESPASSING" shall b g 
(IOO) f t ence at lntervals not t e Posted 

ee . 0 exceed one hundred 

(b) No pe o rson, other than em I 
r anyone Wishing to transact b ,P oyees of fireworks plants 

any authorized representatives USJ.ness with such plants, or ' 
latory agencies of Federal s~_,o£.law enforcement or regu-
of State government Shall-be a~~e, or,political sUbdiVisions 

Section 3. 
. owed In any fireworks plants. 

(a) All mixing b 'ld' 
mixing buildin~ , u~ lngs,sh~1l be separated from other 

~s, lnhablted bUlldlngs, public hl'gh 
. ways, 
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, by no leps than one hundred 
'1 and magazines passenger ral ways, 

fifty (150) feet. 

1 
mbling buildings shall be separated from 

(b) Al asse (60) feet 
one another by no less than sixty . 

Package finished fireworks in 
(c) Buildings used to d from other such. 

t ' for shipment shall be separate 
Prepara lon ' s inhabited buildings, 

" d for that purpose, magazl.ne , b Idlngs use b no less than two 
p~~liC highways, and passenger railways, y 

hundred fifty (250) feet. 

Section 4. 

bu~ld~ngs and buildings u,sed to package 
() All mixing .... ... d d 

B. shipment shall be barrlca e . 
finished fireworks for 

, (50) pounds of flammable 
(b) No more than flfty than ten (10) 

t compounds, and no more 
chemicals, such as s ar , h s black powder or flash 

1 've chemlcal s , sue a t' 
pounds of exp OSl d' 'xing buildings at any lme. 
powder, shall be prepare :n ~~ have been prepared, they 
Immediately after the chemlca , te storage facility. 
shall be removed to an approprla , 

d (1 000) pounds of 
(c) No more t~an oneh!~~u~:npermitted in buildings 

fireworks, grossf~e:gs~!~ ~ireworks for shipment at any 
used to package lnl 
time. 

Section 5. 
'd' s shall embody breakaway construction. 

(a) Process bUll l~g'ld'ngS shall be constructed of 
The exterior of procmbess t~~lelthan painted wood. 
materials no more co us l 

b ment or be more than 
(b) No building shal: havela

l 
sau~~aces and ceilings of 

h 'gh Interlor wa , one (1) story l . f cracks and creVlces, 
buildings shall be ~mooth, f:e: mromof horizontal ledges upon 

, d with a mlnlmu 
noncombust~ble, an 'oints and openings for 
which dust may a~cumulate. Wall lJ d to prevent entry of dust. 
wiring and pluroblng shall ~el~eaO~ have cracks or crevices 
Floors and work surfaces s a h

n
, compositions may lodge., 

in which explo~;ives or pyrotec nlC 
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(c) Mixing and pressing buildings shall have conductive 
flooring, properly grounded. 

(d) The exits in buildings in which fireworks are 
being processed shall comply with the requirements of General 
Industrial Occupancies in National Fire Prevention Association 
No. 101, Code for Safety to Life from Fire in Buildings and 
Structures, except that the number and location of exits 
shall be as specified in 1, 2, and 3. 

(1) From every point in every undivided floor 
area of more than one hundred (100) square feet 
there shall be a't least two (2) exits accessible 
in different directions. Where building floors are 
divided into rooms, there shall be at least two (2) 
ways of escape from every room of more than one 
hundred (100) square feeti toilet rooms need have 
only one (1) exit and shall be so located that the 
points of access thereto are away from or suitably 
shielded from fireworks processing areas. 

(2) Exits shall be so located that it will 
not be necessary to travel more than twenty-five 
(25) feet from any point to reach the nearest 
exit. The routes to the exits shall be unobstructed. 

(3) Exit doors shall open outward and shall 
be capable of being pressure-actuated from the 
inside. 

(e) The Department shall promUlgate appropriate 
regulations for provisions of this Section, and shall have 
the power to impose addi t.ional standards concerning building 
construction. 

Section 6. 

(a) No stoves, exposed flames, or electric heaters may 
be used in any part of a building except in a boiler room, 
machine shop, office building, pumphouse, or lavatory in 
which the presence of fireworks, fireworks components, or 
flammable chemicals are prohibited. Heating shall be by 
means of steam, indirect hot air radiation, hot water, or 
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any other means approved by local authorities. Unit heaters, 
located inside buildings that at any time contain explosive 
or pyrotechnic composition, shall be equipped with motors and 
switches suitable for use in Class II, Division I locations 
(in Article 502 of the National Electrical Code, National-
Fire Prevention Association No. 70). 

(b) Where artificial lighting is required in fireworks 
processing buildings, it shall be by electricity. Temporary 
or loose electrical wiring shall not be used. Extension 
lights are prohibited except that during repair operations 
approved portable lighting equipment may be used after the 
area has been cleared of all pyrotechnic or explosive compo
sition and after all dust has been removed by washing down. 

(c) All wiring in process buildings shall be in rigid 
metal conduit or be Type MI cable. The wiring, lighting 
fixtures, and switches shall comply with the requirements 
for Class II, Division 1 locations (in Article 502 of the 
National Electrical Code, National Fire Prevention Association 
No. 70). 

(d) Wiring, switches, and fixtures in storage buildings 
shall comply with the requirements for Class II,; Division 2 
locations (in Article 502 of the National Electrical Code, 
National Fire Prevention Association No. 70). 

(e) All presses and other mechanical devices shall be 
properly grounded. 

(f) A master switch shall be provided at the point 
where electric current enters the plant, which will, upon 
being opened, immediately cut off all electric current to 
the plant, except that to emergency circuits, such as a 
supply to a fire pump or emergency lighting. -'-(g) The Department shall promUlgate appropriate regu-
lations for provisions of this Section, and shall have the 
power to impose additional standards ~oncerning building 
construction. 

Section 7. 

(a) The number of occupants in each mixing and assem
bling building and in each building used to package finished 
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fireworks for shipment and rna ' 
nu~er necessary for the ro gaz~nes shall be limited to that 
Th~s requirement is for t~ per conduct of those operations 
ex~os~re and is distinct f:o~u:;ose of,minimizing personnel" 
bU~ldlng OCCupancy that m ,y requ~rement on maximum 

ay be ln the local build' 
~ng code. 

(b) The maximum numb 
process bUilding and er of occupants permitted in h 
location. magazine shall be Posted in a c. e~c 

onsplCUOus 

(c) No more than forty (40) 
cals, such as star mixtures a pounds of flammable chemi-
of explosive chemicals such andb~ more than five (5) pounds 
shall be permitted i' Sack powder and flash powder, 

n any assembling building at 

(d) No more than one h 
weight, of finished f' undred (100) pounds 
assembling build' ~reworks shall be permitted 

~ng at any time. 

Section 8. 

any time. 

gross 
in any 

(a) All buildings shall be k 
free from accumulation of d - t ept clean, o~derly, and 
explosive or pyrotechnic mat us ,olr rubbish. Powder or other 
;mmed' t 1 erla s when 'II ~ ~a e y cleaned u 'SPl ed, shall b 

p and removed from the b 'ld' e Ul lng. 
(b) Rags, COmbustible ' 

~nd paper shall be kept se ~r~~~otechn~c or explosive scrap, 
~n approved marked contain~ from each other and placed 
ous material shall be remov:~'f All Waste and reject hazard
removed from the plant at re rom, all buildings daily and 
by submersion in water or b g~~:r, ~nt~rvals and destroyed 
to local authorities. y n~ng ln a manner acceptable 

, (c) No smoking or carr in ' 
clgars, matches, lighters oy g of l~ghted Pipes, cigarettes 
the plant fence; except t~atrsope~ flames is permitted within' 
office buildings or build' mOklng may be permitted in 
or rest rooms and in Whic~n~~ used eXclUsively as lunchrooms 
explosive composition is proh~b~resence of fireworks or any 
locations shall be so m k d 1 ~ted. Authorized smoking 
f ' ar e , contain 't b or clgarette and cigar b tt ,SU1' a Ie recepta,cles 
at least one serviceable ~. s and,Plp~ residUe, and contain 

~re extlngulsher P . ersons whose 
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clothing is contaminated with explosives, pyrotechnic, or 
other dangerous materials to the degree that may endanger 
the safety of personnel shall not be permitted in smoking 
locations. 

(d) Matches, cigarette lighters, or other flame-producing 
devices shall not be brought into any process building or 
magazine. 

(e) No employee or other person shall enter or attempt 
to enter any firework~ plant with liquor or narcotics in his 
possession, or while under the influence of liquor or nar
cotics, or partake of intoxicants or narcotics or other 
dangerous drugs while in a fireworks plant. 

(f) All persons working at or supervising the operations 
in fireworks mixing and pressing buildings shall be provided 
with, and wear, cotton wor1<ing uniforms. In addition, conduc
tive shoes shall be required for all Class B fireworks 
operations and all mixing, pressing, loading, and matching 
related to Class C fireworks. Facilities for changing into 
these uniforms and safekeeping for the employees I str,eet 
clothes shall be provided. The uniforms shall be frequently 
washed to prevent accumulation of explosive or other pyro
technic compounds, and shall not be worn outside the fire
works plant. Washing and shower facilities for employees 
shall be provided. All persons working in or supervising 
the operations in a process building shall wear protective 
clothing and eye protection as needed. All persons working 
in or supervising mixing areas shall wear respirators when 
the situation dictates their need. 

(g) Each fireworks plant shall have an employee 
designated as safety officer. All employees of a fireworks 
plant, upon commencing employment and at least annually 
thereafter, shall be given formal instruction by this safety 
officer regarding proper methods and procedures in fireworks 
plants and safety requirements and procedures for handling 
explosives, pyrotechnics, and fireworks. 

(h) In areas where there is a danger of ignition of 
materials by sparks, properly maintained and nonferrous 
safety hand tools shall be used. 
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(i) In no case shall oxidizers 
c~lorates, or perchlorates be stored 
w~·th Combustible powdered materials 
metals su1f ' ' 

such as nitrates , , 
~n the same bUilding 
such as charcoal, gums, , ur, or ant~mony SUlfide. 

Section 9. 

Testing ~f fireworks and components of 
be performed ~n an area set a ' fireworks shall 
located at a safe distance c~~d~ fo: that purpose and 
materials being tested f' ns~derlng the nature of the 
structure Pr' t ' rom any plant building or other 

. lor 0 any tests bein d 
shall approve said site. g rna e, the Department 

Section 10. 

bUild1~~s Fire extinguishers shall be provided' 11 
except those in which pyrotechnic mix~~r:s are 

exp~sed. The number and location of ext' , 
be In accordance with N t' l' lngulshers shall 
N a lona F~re Prevent' A ' 

o. la, Standard for the In t 11 t' lon ssoclation 
Extinguishers. s a a lon of Portable Fire 

1 t (b) .Emer~ency procedures shall be formulat d 
p an , whlch wlll include personnel e for each 
emerge th instruction in any 

n~y at may be anticipated All 
made aware f • personnel shall be 

o an emergency warning signal. 

the 
the 

(c) Emergency procedures shall' 1 ' 
use of portable fire ext' . h lnc ude lnstruction in 
type of f' ,~ngUlS ers and instructions on 

lres on WhlCh they may and may not be used. 

. ~l), The employees shall be told that if 
flre lS lnvolving or is in dan ' a 
pyrotechnic mixtures they aregt

er 
°lf spreadlng to 

't ' " 0 eave the build-
l~g :' once 'and follow prescribed procedures for 
a er lng other employees. 

, (~) Ext~nguishers may be used on fir~s 
lnvol;lng ordlnary combustible materials, if 
the flre can be fought and extinguished without 
exposing pyrotechnic mixtures. 
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section 11. 

(a) All persons engaged in the manufacturing, whole
saling, importing, or exporting of fireworks on the effe~
tive date of this Act shall comply with the requirements of 
this Article within three (3) years from the effective date 

of this Act. 

(b) The Director shall establish a timetable for 
compliance with this Act by each person engaged in the 
manufacturing, wholesaling, importing, or exporting of 
fireworks on the effective date of this Act. During the 
course of each required inspection of such a manufacturer, 
wholesaler, importer, or exporter of fireworks, the Depart
ment shall determine if there has been compliance with the 

established timetable. 

(c) Failure to adhere to the timetable established 
for compliance with this Article shall be grounds for 

license revocation. 

ARTICLE VIII. TRANSPORTATION OF FIREWORKS ON HIGHWAYS 

Section 1. 

(a) In addition to all other applicable requirements 
set forth in this Code, the transportation of fireworks 
over all highways shall be in accordance with U.S. Department 
of Transportation regulat:ions. U. S. Department of Transpor
tation regulations and changes lawfully on file and approved 
by the U.S. Department of Transportation are hereby adopted 

as a part of this Act. 

(b) Fireworks shall not be transported through any 
prohibited vehicular tunnel or subway, or over any prohi
bited bridge, roadway, or elevated highway where such 

transportation is prohibited. 

(c) No person shall smoke, carry matches or any other 
flame-producing device, or carry any unauthorized firearms 
or loaded cartridges while in or near a motor vehicle 
transporting, loading, or unloading Class B or Class C 
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fireworks, or drive, load, or unload such vehicle in a 
careless or reckless manner. 

(d) Class B or Class C fireworks shall not be carried 
or transported in or upon a publ1.'c conveyance or vehicle 
carrying passengers for hire. 

(e) During loading and unloading fireworks smoking 
and open flame devices are not permitted in the ~icinity. 

Section 2. 

Vehicles used for transporting fireworks shall be 
stro~g,enough to carry the load imposed, be in good mechanical 
cond1.t1.on, and have a closed body. All vehicles used f r th 
transportation of fireworks shall have tight floors a dO e 
exposed spar~-producing metal on the inside of the bO~y :~~ll 
be covere~ w1.th wood or other nonsparking materials to prevent 
contact w1.th packages of fireworks. 

Section 3. 

, (a) , A vehicle transporting Class B fireworks, or a 
coffib1.nat1.on of Class B and Class C fireworks shall b 
pl~carded with th~ letters "Explosives B" in'red lett:rs on 
wh1.te background l.n accordance with the regulations of the 
U.S. Department of Transportation. No exterior markings or 
p~acards are required for vehicles transporting only Class C 
f1.reworks. 

(b) Each marking or placard shall consist of letters 
no~ less tha~ four (4) inches high, in the color specified, 
US1.ng approx1.mately a S/8-inch stroke. The placard shall 
be larger than the lettering required thereon by at least 
one (1) inch at the top and bottom sides. 

(c) Such markings or placards shall be displayed at 
the,front, rear, and on each side of the motor vehicle or 
tra1.ler, or other cargo-carrying body. The front marking 
or placard may be displayed on the front of either the 
truck, truck body, truck tractor, Or the trailer. 
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section 4. 

(a) Each motored unit used for transporting fire~orks 
, d 'th two (2) fire extinguishers, hav~ng 

shall be equ~ppe w~ 
a combined rating of at least 2A:lO-B:C. 

(b) Only extinguishers li,sted or approved by a 
t testing laboratory 

nationally recognized fire equ~pmen 
shall be deemed suitable for use. 

(c) Extinguishers shall be filled and ready for , 
d' 's seat Ext~n-

immediate use and located near the r~ver . t t 
guishers shall be examined periodically by a compe en 

person. 

section 5. 

vehicle used for transporting firework~ ~hall 
A motor "f it is in proper cond~t~on 

be inspected to determ~ne ~ , h 
for safe transportation of fireworks by check~ng t e 

following: 

(a) 
order; 

Fire extinguishers shall be filled and in working 

W'r'ng shall be completely protected (b) All electrical ~ ~ 
and securely fastened to prevent short-circuiting. 

(c) Chassis, motor, pan, and underside of body shall 
and free of excess oil and g~easej 

be reasonably clean 

(d) Fuel tank and feed line shall be secure and have 

no leaks; 

(e) Brakes, lights, horn, windshield wipers, and 
steering apparatus shall function properly; 

(f) rrires shall be checked for proper inflation and 

defects; 

(g) Th· e vehicle shall be in proper cO,ndition in ~very 
1 and fireworks. 

respect and acceptable for handling exp os~ves 

- 330 -

Section 6. 

Vehicles transporting fireworks shall only be driven by 
and be in the charge of a properly licensed driver, or a 
qualified representative of the carrier operating the vehicle 
who is physically fit, careful, capable, reliable, able to 
read and write the English language, and not addicted to the 
use, or under the influence of, intoxicants, narcotics, or 
other dangerous drugs that impair the faculties. In ~o 
instance shall the driver or representative be less than 
twenty-one (21) years of age. 

Section 7. 

(a) Every motor vehicle transporting any quantity of 
black powder or Class B fireworks shall, at all times, be 
attended by a driver or other qualified representative of 
the motor carrier operating the vehicle. Trds attendant 
shall have been made aware of the class of the material in 
the vehicle and of its inherent dahgers; and shall have 
been instructed in the measures and procedures to be followed 
in order to protect the public from those dangers. He shall 
have been made familiar with the vehicle he is assigned to 
attend, and shall be trained, supplied with the necessary 
means, and authorized to move the vehicle when required. 

(1) For the purpose of this Section, a motor 
vehicle shall be deemed "attended" only when the 
driver or other attendant is physically on or in the 
vehicle, or has the vehicle within his field of 
vision and can reach it quickly and without any kind 
of interference; "attended" also means that the 
driver or attendant is awake, alert, and not engaged 
in other duties or activities which may divert his 
attention from the vehicle, except for necessary 
communicatioh with public officers, or representa
tives of the carrier, shipper or consignee, or 
except for necessary absence from the vehicle to 
obtain food or to provide for his physical comfort. 

(b) Vehicles transporting Class B fireworks shall 
avoid congested areas and heavy traffic. Where routes through 
cong'ested areas have been designated by local authorities, 
such routes shall be followed. 

- 331 -



f'the cond,itions specially 
(c) Except undere~~~l~ transporting Class B fireworks 

enumerated below, no v h' 'ts destination, even though 
shall be parked before reac ~ntg d~J'acent to or in proximity 

Public stree a 
attended, on any 11' building, or place where. to any bridge, tunnel, dwe ~ng, 

people work, congregate, or assemble: 

(I) An emergency; or for the drive or other (2) When it is nece~s,ary 
- 1 to obtain food or ttendant to leave the vehlC e 

:rovide for his physical comfort. 

Section 8. 

. 1 rk- roducing metal 'tools, No spark-produclng meta ,~pa p b tteries flam-
' electrlc storage a , 

oils, matches, flrea~s, idizing materials, or corrosive 
mabIe substances, ac~ds~ ~x, the body of any vehicle 
compounds shall be car:~e lk

n 
unles the loading of such 

t' Class B flrewor s, 
transpor lng l' 'th U S Department of hazardous materials comp les Wl .. 
Transportation regulations. 

Section 9. 

Delivery shall Only be made to authorized persons. 

Section 10. 

, h 11 be construed as applying to 
Nothing in thlS Act s at' Ie or thing shipped in con-

the transportation of any ar ~c 'bed by the Interstate 
' h th regulations prescrl 

formity w~t e, a 1 ing to the military or 
Commerce Commisslon, nor as pp y to the duly authorized 

f the United States, nor 
naval forces o· th use of signals necessary 
militia of the Stab~, nor

f 
tO'l e

ads 
steamboats, trucks, or 

for the safe operat~on 0 ral ro , 
aircraft. 

ARTICLE IX. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

Section 1. 

fter any person who violates 
Except as provided herea , lations issued pursuant 

any provision of this Act or any regu 
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thereto shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 

Section 2. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in 
the manufacturing, importing, or exporting of fireworks 
without possessing a valid license issued by the Department. 

(b) A person who violates this Section shall be guilty 
of a Class 3 felony; and in addition to imprisonment, a fine 
of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) shall be imposed. 

Section 3. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to advertise 
that he is in any business or venture involving fireworks 
or pyrotechnic devices or shall cause his name or business 
name style to be included in any classified advertisement 
or directory unde],:, a classification which includes the word 
II fireworks, II unless he is licensed pursuant to this Act. 

(b) Any person who violates this Section shall be guilty 
of a Class A misdeamenorj and in addition to imprisonment, 
a fine of not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) shall be dmposed. 

Section 4. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, or 
offer for sale, safe and sane fireworks at any time outside 
of the period specified in this Act. 

(b) Any person who violates this Section shall be guilty 
of a Class A misdemeanor; and in addition to imprisonment, 
a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) shall be 
imposed. 

Sec'tion 5. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to store any 
fireworks without having in his POssession a valid permit or 
license as required by this Act. 
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(b) Any person who violates this Section shall be 
guilty of a Class 4 felonYi and in addition to imprisonment, 
a fine of not less than ten thousand dollard ($10,000) shall 
be imposed. 

Section 6. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to store or 
possess any fireworks for which a license is-required and 
which has been revoked or surrendered or any license which 
has not been renewed and such storage or possession is held 
beyond the period provided for in Section 

(b) Any person who violates this Section shall be 
guilty of a Class 4 felonYi and in addition to imprisonment, 
a fine of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) shall 
be imposed. 

Section 7. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, 
transfer l give, deliver, or o~herwise convey title of any 
dangerous fireworks, including fireworks kits, to any person 
in this State who does not possess and present to the seller 
or donor for inspection at the time of transfer a valid 
license or permit to receive, use, or transport fireworks. 

(b) Any person who violates this Section shall be 
guilty of a Class 4 felonYi and in addition to imprisonment, 
a fine of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) shali 
be imposed. 

Section 8. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for c,·.ny person to possess 
~':;,.l1gerous fireworks without holding a valid license or permit. 

(b) Any person who violates this Section shall be 
guilty of a Class 4 felonYi and in addition to imprisonment, 
a fine of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) shall 
be imposed. 
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Section 9. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to use or 
discharge agricultural and wildlife fireworks without 
first securing a permit as provided in this Act. 

(b) Any person who violates this Section shall be 
guilty of a Class 4 felonYi and in addition to imprisonment 
a f~ne of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) shali 
be lmposed. 

Section 10. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to place, throw
t discharge or ignite, or fire dangerous fireworks at any 

person or group of persons where there is a likelihood of 
injury to any such person. 

(b) Any person who violates this Section shall be 
guilty of a Class 4 felonYi and in addition to imprisonment, 
a fine of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) shall 
be imposed. 

Section 11. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to conduct a 
public display without possessing a valid permit for this 
purpose. 

(b) Any person who violates this Section shall be 
guilty of a Class 4 felony; and in addition to imprisonment, 
a fine of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) shall 
be imposed. 

Section 12. 

(a) It shall 
act or transact or 
expired license or 
permit is required 
transaction. 

be unlawful for any person to perform 
attempt to transact any business with 
an expired permit where a license or 
for the performance of such act or 

any 
an 

(b) Any person who violates this Section shall be 
guilty of a Class 4 felonYi and in addition to imprisonment, 
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section 13. 

(a) 
provision 
the State 

It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any 
of any regulation adopted by the Department and 
Fire Marshal pursuant to this Act. 

(b) Any person who violates thi~ Sect~o~ shall, be , 
guilty of a Class A misdemeanor; and ~n add~t~on to ~mpr1son
ment, a fine not to exceed one -thousand dollars ($1, 000) 
shall be i~posed. 

Section 14. 

A person is guilty of a separate offen7e for 7ach~~ay 
during which he commits, continues, or perm~ts a v~01a~1~n 
of this Act or any provision of, or any order or regulat~on 
issued pursuant to, this Act. 

Section 15. 

Whenever any officer or employee of the Department, 
Department of Law Enforcement, Sheriff, or,a member ~f any 
city councilor board of trustees of any v~llage or ~ncor
porated town or county board has reason to believe. that any 
violation of this Act has occurred within the jurisdiction 
within which such official is authorized to act and that the 
person so violating the Act has in his possessio~ fi~ewor~s, 
or combustibles, such official may file a compla~nt ~n wr1t~ng, 
verified by affidavit, with any circuit court ~ithin Whose 
jurisdiction the premises to be searChed are s1tuated, 
stating the facts upon which such belief is founded, the 
premises to be searched, and the property to be seized, and 
procure a search warrant, and execute the same~ Upon the 
execution of such search warrant, the person executing the 
same shall make due return thereof to t~e court issuing the 
same, together with an inventory of the property taken 
thereunder. The court shall thereupon issue process against 
the owner of such property if he be known, otherwise against 
the party in whose possession the property so taken was 
found, if known. In case of inability to serve such process 
upon the owner or the person in possession of th~ propert~ 
at the time of its seizure, as hereinbefore prov1ded, not1ce 
of the proceedings befor€ the court shall be given as required 
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by the statutes of the State gov(~:rJ.ling cases of attachment. 
Upon the return of the process duly served or upon the. 
P9st ing or publishing of notice made, as hereinabove provided, 
the court or jury, if a jury shall be demanded, shall proceed 
to determine whether or not such property so seized was held 
or possessed in violation of this Act. In case of a finding 
that the fireworks or aombustibles seized were possessed in 
violation of this Act, judgment shall be entered confiscating 
and forfeiting the property and ordering its destruction. 

Section 16. 

All final administrative decisions of the Department 
hereunder shall be Subject to judicial review pursuant to 
the provisions of the "Administrative Review Act," approved 
May 8, 1945, and all amendments and modifications thereof, 
and the rules adopted pursuant thereto. The term lIadmini
strativ€! decisions" is defined in Section 1 of the 

'''Administrative Review Act. II 

Section 17. 

The provisions of this Act shall not be construed or 
held to abrogate or in any way affect the power of cities, 
villages, and incorporated towns to regulate, restrain, and 
prohibit the use of fireworks, firecrackers, torpedoes, 
Roman candles, skyrockets; and other pyrotechnic displays 
within their corporate limits. The sections of this Act 
and every part of such sections are hereby declared to be 
independent sections and parts of sections, and the invali
dity of any section or part thereof shall not affect any qther 
section or part of a section. 

Section 18. 

This Act shall be known as and may be cited as the 
"Fireworks Regulation Act of Illinois." 

Section 19. 

The following acts known and cited as liThe Fireworks 
Regulation Act of Illinois," approved July 11, 1935, as 
amended and an Act to prohibit the sale, offering, or 
exposing for sale of fireworks, approved July 1, 1941, as 
amended, are repealed. 
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Section 20. 

This Act shall take effect January 1, 1975. 
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