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Introduction 

[To The Governor] 

Your Honor: 

Mar 1 bring to rour attention a bit 0/ shocleing news? 
At the present time 1 am an inmate in the county jail • ••• 
Todar a child 0/12 rears old was placed in custodr 0/ the Warden 

0/ this jail by court order 0/ a Judge presiding here. 
Now I asle rou, should a child be placed behind bars (in a maximum 

security cell) when other means oj corection are presently avalible 
lor persons 0/ such a young age? 

1 have been in contact with the U.S. Department 0/ lu,stice, Bureau 
0/ Prison, and have conveyed this in/ormation to Mr. Norman A. 
Carlson, Director 0/ the Bureau lor investigation in this matter. 

1 lenow not wheather there is a phycological reason lor the placing 0/ 
this child in a maximum security jail, but by past experience 1 have 
learned that no matter what the reason, placing a child in jail onlr 
hurts the mind rather than helps it. 

May 1 suggest that an investigation be progressed in t.his matter not 
onlr to loole into the correctional system oj this state but also into its 
Judicial system. 

I am quite sure 1 will be offically reprimanded lor taleing action on 
tlds matter but when the welfare 0/ our children is so misused 1 thinle 
its time that sonlteone should get involvedl 

Sincerely 

Advocacy on behalf of children is not usually initiated so dramati. 
cally. Hut it always requires that someone cares about children or is 
strongly motivated by a sense of fairness or law. 

The boy described in the letter was in the custody of an outstand­
ing state department of child welfare, in a state that has widely 
recommended and humane legislation prohibiting the jailing of 

7 



8 INTRODUCTION 

juveniles. Yet because an appropriate placement was not available 
for him, the state department of child welfare, the local child welfare 
institution in which the boy had been placed, the county sheriff, and 
the boy's parents all concurred in the decision to place the boy in 
jail temporarily in violation of the state's juvenile court act. After 
a weekend in jail, the boy was placed in the psychiatric division of 
a hospit~l. The prisoner's letter was forwarded from the governor's 
office to the executive director of the state commission on chiJdren, 
but it arrived too late to affect the specific situation that inspired it. 

However, the commission's executive director believes that her 
responsibilities go well beyond intervention into specific cases. 
First, she contacted the deputy director of the responsible depart­
ment (which was represented on the commission) and reminded 
him that his department had supported the legislation to raise the 
age limit for jailing juvenile\~. Then, in no uncertain terms, she 
suggested that he remind his staff of the prohibition against jailing 
children which appears in the state's juvenile court law and that he 
insist on compliance. She also recommended that he meet with 
representatives of placement agencies to develop more satisfactory 
ways of coping with similar emergencies in the future. 

Finally, she reminded all participants in the incident-the county's 
chief probation officer, the county sheriff, and the director of the 
child welfare institution-that they had violated the state's juvenile 
court law. Her statements were clear and firm: a child's rights had 
been disregarded and such acts would not be tolerated in the future. 

Intervention into families or programs to assist and protect chil­
dren may take many forms, and its theory and practice have devel­
oped over time. Once again, however, for a variety of reasons, 
many people are asking: How can a society assure that its services 
for children will be sufficient, relevant, responsive, and effective? 

The field of children's services has a long tradition of monitoring 
programs, evaluating problems and needs, initiating new programs 
and facilities, and legislative lobbying. Indeed, a national field of 
children's services was developed to carry out these functions before 
World War I. 

But the children's field, like all organized governmental and pri­
vate activities, has gone through many periods of consolidation and 
preoccupation with organizational and professional matters. This 
is natural, given the vast operational responsibilities involved in 
programs such as education, child health, foster care, mental health, 
nutrition, and the like. Processes must be identified, skills and 
knowledge must be specified, personnel must be trained, and ere-

1 
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dentials must be set. Through bureaucratization and professionaliza­
tion the field may improve and upgrade its services, but it also runs 
the risk of becoming preoccupied with protecting its sphere of 
influence. Program consolidation may lead to better services for 
individuals, but it also may encourage fragmentation among 
programs. Thus from time to time, and generally in the context of 
hroad initiatives for social reform, an effort is made to shift the 
balance from consolidation to change, from perfecting an individual 
technique or agency process to improving or renewing systems. 

Child advocacy appeared during such an era of social reform­
the late 1960s. The concept was attractive because it combined the 
promise of needed change with a lack of specificity; i.e., it repre­
sented a kind of social venture capital. It was soon identified as an 
activity that might be financed. Thus child advocacy understandably 
took many forms and had many sponsors-it was a banner behind 
which to rally, a funding bandwagon on which to ride, and a gim­
mick to exploit. But it also represented a series of efforts to cope 
with children's unmet needs in one 0; more of the following ways: 
affirming new concepts of legal entitlements; offering needed ser­
vices in areas where none existed; persisting in the provision of ser­
vices when other more conventional programs dropped cases; assur­
ing access to entitlements and help; mediating between children or 
families and institutions such as schools, health facilities, and 
courts; and facilitating self-organization among deprived commu­
nity groups, adolescents, or parents of handicapped children. 

By the spring of 1971 it was clear that some kind of movement 
was developing. President Nixon had assigned to the Office of 
Child Development (OCD), U.S. Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare (HEW), the mission of establishing a National Center 
for Child Advocacy. OeD and other federal agencies were funding 
experiments, demonstrations, explorations, and research under the 
general heading "child advocacy"-as were some private founda­
tions and local funding sources. But it was also clear by then that 
whatever child. advocacy was to be-movement, field, or program 
component-it was neither defined nor understood. There was no 
basis for separating the old-with·a·new·name from the new. And 
because the initiatives were widespread, there was no central source 
of information. 

In this context, we undertook a national baseline study to (1) 
identify what was developing under the label "child advocacy" and 
(2) seek some conceptual order in the domain, if a domain it proved 
to be. This book is a report of our findings. 
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Although summaries and generalizations exclude most of what is 
important, the reader should know at once that we reached the 
following conclusions: 

1. Altl.vugh many activities and projects labeled child advocacy 
are in no sense new or different, it is possible to identify numerous 
projects, programs, and activities that uppear to embody an approach 
which can appropriately be called· child advocacy. 

2. Despite ambiguity, confusion, and some gimmickry., child 
advocacy also has inspired some valuable activities and trend~ that 
are too promising to give up. 

3. Because children are often short-changed by American society, 
broad social action and policy initiatives on behalf of children are 
desperately needed and of highest priority. To get Americans to 
rally to the cause of children may require charisma, spontaneity, 
and confrontation tactics. Initiatives will and should take place in 
many ways and through many channels, and they usually cannot 
and should not be standardized, bureaucratized, coordinated, or 
ordered. For the most part, these activities will not be contained 
within formal advocacy systems. Therefore, much of the necessary 
social action and policy initiatives cannot be funded by govern­
mental programs or tax-exempt foundations. Nevertheless, some 
help and encouragement is possible from funding sources and even 
governmental programs. 

4. In addition to social action and policy initiatives on behalf of 
children that cannot be planned, coordinated, or centrally funded, 
there are many essential advocacy functions that can be identified 
and provided on a regularized basis. Some of these regularized 
activities focus on assuring help or service to families or individuals 
who need it (case advocacy); others focus on changing policies, 
procedures, personnel, rules, laws~ and so forth (class advocacy). 
Therefore, this type of regularized and planned advocacy ranges 
from direct service to social action. 

5. In this latter sense-i.e., creating, opening, improving, and 
changing programs-child advocacy is what policy-makers often 
call a service strategy. Although it is no substitute for money or 
broad social policy, it can be effective and important nonetheless. 

6. The case and class advocacy function deserves to he nurtured, 
supported, guided, and carefully assessed because it may fill an 
important gap in social provision on behalf of children. We define 
child advocacy in this sense as intervention on behalf of children 
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in relation to those services and institntions that impinge on their 
lives.1 

7. Child advocacy, in the sense of a regularized case- or class­
focused function, may be a specialized role or a component of 
another role. It requires professionals, paraprofessionals, and vol­
unteer laymen and involves roles for both staff and board members" 
It has relevance for a variety of disciplines and professions, and it 
belongs in both public and voluntary sectors on various geographic 
and governmental levels. 

B. Although we note the emergence of a promising phenomenon 
and identify what we think could be the continuing advocacy func­
tion, we do not exaggerate the state of the art. The goals of child 
advocacy are general, and specifics are not easily set. Knowledge 
about the consequences of structuring agencies in alternative ways 
and of the auspices under which these agencies might operate to 
carry out advocacy is limited. Conventional wisdom about such 
matters may be wrong. Methods and processes are unstudied and 
underdeveloped; evaluations are often premature and off-target. In 
short, friends of children and proponents of child advocacy have 
serious work to do. 

This report offers some glimpses of child advocacy, several primi­
tive conceptual schemes, and hypotheses about critical variables 
that will shape advocacy in the future. Our ongoing research 
focuses on (1) conceptualization of the advocacy process in com­
munity-based programs (McGowan) and (2) development of 
guidelines, criteria, and a timetable for evaluating programs in the 
field of child advocacy (Kamerman). 

Our findings about the nationwide advocacy phenomenon are 
based on data from three types of quelitionnaires, case studies, inter­
views, and relevant professional literature. We have been blunt in 
this introduction to give our readers a compass as they review the 
several facets of our empirical work. Although many readers may 
be skeptical at this point, we also hope they are curious about the 
evidence. We have taken an independent position on a subject 
about which there are strong, contrary positions. However, we did 
so only after the most comprehel}sive survey attempted to date. 

In developing policy proposals, we have confronted our data with 
a conscious philosophy about children's rights and society's respon­
sibilities. We have requested information and advice from federal, 

1 For a more complete definition, see p. 62. 
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state and local officials; professionallnaders in the many disciplines 
that 'serve children; and hundreds of people engaged in diverse 
activities that fly the banner of child advocacy. 

We value the guidance and info:rmation received from these 
sourees and assume full responsibility for the manner in which the 
information has been used. We especially appreciate the fact that 
busy directors and staff members of the many programs we visited 
were willing to share their exp~riences and problems. We ... are grate­
ful to the members of the Ad Hoc Interagency Committee on Child 
Adv1ocacy, convened periodically by OCD in Washington, whose 
members were most cooperative in facilitating access to many gov­
ernmental programs funded by different federal agencies. M?st 
important, we want to thank the Office of Child Development, whl~h 
facilitated this national baseline study of a new phenomenon lD 

which it has considerable program stake with full recognition that 
we would "tell it like it is." We trust that our findings and policy 
proposals will contribute in some small way to OCD's mission ?n 
behalf of America's children and to the missions of related agenCies 
whose total planning and service output can do much to s~ape the 
destiny of children, families, and communitie~ throughout thIS land. 

Alfred J. Kahn 
Shelia B. Kamerman 
Brenda G. McGowan 

Child Advocacy Research Project 
Columbia University School of Social Work 
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1. The Background of Child Ad.vocacy 

This study describes what child advocacy is and considers what 
it can and should become. Experience has shown us that the 
picture is neither accurately perceived nor adequately assessed 
without some background exploration. We have been asked, for 
example: "Isn't the child advocacy development a rebirth of anti. 
poverty community action?" It is in some places. Or "Doesn't 
advovacy require a legal service?" Occasionally. Or "Isn't child 
advocacy a new label for child welfare protective serv!ces?" Some­
times. 

Mental health practitioners, influenced by the Joint Commission 
on Mental Health of Children, tend to define child advocacy ill 
expansive terms: "Child advocacy is a planning, coordinating, and 
monitoring system on each level of government to assert priorities 
on behalf of children." Our comment is: This system has been 
proposed but is hard to find. 

Child advocacy is also described as providing a reaching out or 
counseling service, serving as mediator or gadfly between children 
and a service system that is unreceptive, or studying needs of 
children in what are called "health catchment areas" as a prelude 
to initiating or supporting new programs. 

From some perspectives child advocacy can be viewed as a cluster 
of recent undertakings by mental health professionals, educators, 
workers in delinquency control, child welfare personnel, and other 
citizens who support institutional reform and change. Or child 
advocacy can simply be a popular term some people apply to all the 
good things they want to do for children. 

To sort out the components of the child advocacy phenomenon, 
prepare a more accurate picture of its development, and provide 
some perspectives for the future, we will first look briefly at the 
several strands from which the "movement" seems to have emerged. 

13 
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The concept of child advocacy was born during President Lyndon 
Johnson's Great Society and took institutional form during the ad­
ministration of President Richard Nixon. However, it would be 
recognizable to a diversity of ancestors. 

Concepts, like styles of clothing and popular music, can be .in or 
out of fashion. In recent years, the concept of advocacy has enjoyed 
a new wave of popularity, but some observers of social policy 
already sense a change. Historically, advocacy has existed as long 
as there have been powerless groups in need of a champi~m. The 
self-advocacy of suffragettes and the class advocacy of social re­
formers are as integral a part of American history as the more 
traditional form of legal advocacy. Recently consumer, health, and 
family advocacy programs have mushroomed. Among these, child 
advocacy is perhaps the latest manifestation. 

Whether child advocacy per se should be regarded as a new 
concept, all old concept whose time has come, or simply a new label 
for what has been going on for years can be settled only through 
study and definition. However, it has four immediate, specific ante­
cedents: the Report or the Joint Commission on Mental Health of 
Children, published in 1969; the establishment of the Office of Child 
Development (OCD) the same year; the 1970 White House Con­
ference on Children and Youth; and the formation of OCD's subunit, 
the National Center· for Child Advocacy, in 1971,1 

IMMEDI~TE ANTECEDENTS 

The establishment of a child advocacy system was one of the major 
recommendations of the 1970 White House Conference on Children. 
Despite the popularity of advocacy resolutions, however, neither 
conference discussions nor forum reports yielded any consensus 
about the meaning of child advocacy or the parameters of child 
advocacy practice. Most delegates apparently saw child advocacy 
as a way to implement conference recommendations generally, but 
often they were confused about what was being called for: an 
action structure or a service function. If a service function, was 
it to be a specialized function or something added to ongoing actions 
by organizations or individuals? If an action structure, at what 
level of government; i.e.~ where would the clout come from? 

Some delegates interpreted child advocacy to encompass the whole 

~ See Appendix C. 

" 
! 
I 

BACKGROUND 15 

range of children's services. Thus advocacy became, in effect, any­
thing that involved serving children. Others, concerned about in­
adequacies in the delivery of services, referred to advocacy as a 
monitoring function to ensure that agencies would be more respon­
sive to children's needs and problems. Some delegates saw child 
advocacy as a way to identify unmet needs for and stimulate the 
development of new services; others defined child advocacy as a 
method of improving or facilitating the coordination of existing 
services. Still others emphasized the need for individual advocates 
who would support the rights of aU children on a "big brother or 
sister" basis within the local community. And delegates who 
identified children as a politically powerless, needy minority group 
emphasized the lack of attention that children's rights and the 
deleterious conditions in which children live had received over the 
years and spoke of the need to improve the lot of children through 
legislative, judicial, and administrative changes. In their view, a 
child advocacy system should assure that children have a spokesman 
for their needs and rights at every decision-making level of govern­
ment, local to national, with special attention directed to the 
budgeting and allocation process. 

OCD, explicitly charged with representing children's interests in 
government, offered a national structure for the formal sanction and 
development of child advocacy programs. In response to the 1970 
White House Conference, President Nixon entrusted OCD with 
establishing a National Center for Child Advocacy. At the time of 
our study, OCD had funded several child advocacy studies and 
de~onstrations. The center had planned three components--the 
ChIld Development Information Secretariat, Children's Concern 
Center? and Division for Vulnerable Children-but none was ~ully 
operatIonal. The function of the secretariat, the center's monitoring 
arm, will be to coordinate information from all federal research and 

, development programs as well as all relevant service programs in 
~, the chIld development area. Through analysis of these data it will 

then identify trends and areas that need further study. The Chil­
dren's Concern Center will provide a direct information and referral 
~er:i?e that will respond to the inquiries of interested groups and 
mdlVldual parents. Based on analysis of patterns .and trends re-

i ~~cted in these inquiries, the center, like the secretariat, will iden­
tI ~ areas that. r~~ire additional research or other appropriate 
actIon. The DlVlslon for Vulnerable Children will encompass all 
programs previously operated by the Children's Bureau. It will 
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focus on specific groups of high-risk children with special needs and 
provide technical expertise for the programs serving them.2 

There have been parallel undertakings in Washington, D.C. For 
example, the ad hoc j oint planning committee for children was 
created by the Bureau of Education for the Handicapped (Office of 
Education) and the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) 
to explore the needs of children with elnotional and behavioral 
problems. With the approval of the respective member agencies, 
the committee funded six neighborhood demonstration projects. 
The Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) and several subunits of 
HEW's Social and Rehabilitation Service also funded a number of 
child advocacy studies and projects. HEW's Ad Hoc Interagency 
Committee on Child Advocacy was assigned the informal mission 
of studying the child advocacy concept, implementing its develop­
ment, reviewing pending legislation, and providing a vehicle for 
cooperative and coordinated project development. 

Contributing to these developments, and of primary importance 
in stimulating current interest, was the Report of the Joint Commis­
sion on Mental Health of Children, Crisis in Child Mental Health, 
which called for the establishment of a child advocacy system. This 
report summarized the findings, conclusions, and recommendations 
of the joint commission's three-year exploration (1966-69) of 
children's emotional and behavioral problems and service systems 
that address children's needs. It emphasized the enormous number 
of ~motionally, mentally, physically, and socially handicapped 
children, the quantitative and qualitative inadequacies of the re­
sources available to them, the fragmentation and unresponsiveness 
of existing services, and the lack of information about which services 
children actually need. In addition, it noted the lack of preven­
tive and child development programs in many areas. To solve 
these problems, the joint commission proposed that the president 
appoint an Advisory Council on Children, analogous to the CQuncil 
of Economic Advisors. It also called for child development councils 
at the state level and child development councils and authorities (or 

• To place this in perspective, OCD is located in HEW and has two branches­
the Bureau of Head Start and Child Service Programs and the Children's Bureau. 
The latter consists of the Divi~ion of Research and Education, the Division of 
Public Education, and the National Center for Child Advocacy. Many direct 
services for children provided under public welfare, especially Aid to r'amiliee ·with 
Dependent Children, are the responsibility of the Social and Rehabilitation Service, 
one of HEW's major operating units. During our study the National Center for 
Child Advocacy was also assigned 1I.dminietratiYp- responsibility for 4.C programs 
(a grass·roots coordinating mechanism for Head Start and day care programs). 
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operating units) at the local level. The goals of these new units 
would be to redress priorities, create new programs, monitor ser­
vices, assess children's needs and meet them through existing or 
new provisions, foster coordination, and assure case accountability. 

The joint commission's recommendation to establish a child ad­
vocacy system influenced the discussions at the White House Con­
ference, resulted in some redefinition of working methods by state 
committees on children and youth, and generated a variety of as 
yet !!ncataloged developments in state mental health programs. As 
a result of the joint commission's report, NIMH decided to assume 
an active role in the federal government as an advocate for child 
mental health programs. Therefore, it began to fund demonstration 
child advocacy projects and to play a consultative role in the de­
velopment of child advocacy systems-at about the time that OCD 
established its National Center for Child Advocacy in 1971. This 
background explains why, in many states, programs cluster around 
child-wel£are-oriented state committees on children and youth or 
state mental health departments or associations. In some instances 
the two systems compete. 

EARLY M~FESTATIONS 

The story of child advocacy goes back even further, as students of 
American social services know. On April 9, 1912, President Willinm 
H. Taft signed the bill that created the U.S. Children's Bureau 
-the culmination of a process that began with the first White 
House Conference on Children in 1909 and included a considerable 
perio~ of s<ociai action by a group of crusaders for children. The 
mission of the Children's Bureau was defined in terms that today 
would be summarized as advocacy for ch;ildren from a federal 
vantage point. The bureau was to seek out and make public facts 
about the living conditions of children and families in the United 
States. Later, it was charged with implementing specific laws and 
administering grants and programs in fields such as child labor, 
health, child welfare, and crippled children's services. There were 
times when investigation, enforcement of standards, and child pro. 
tection dominated the bureau's attention. At other times it was 
a center of program innovation for specific or deprived groups or 
for all ?hildren. Later, its focus narrowed to technical consultation, 
upgradmg of manpower and programs in foster homes and insti­
tutions, maternal and child healtht· ·services to unmarried mothers, 
and research in child welfare. 

I 
I 
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It was this technical emphasis in the 1950s and 19605 that left 
the vacuum addressed by the Joint Commission on Mental Health of 
Children in 1969 :;>.nd the White HOUlse Conference in 1970. But 
tradition suggested that the "new" National Center for Child Ad. 
vocacy should be located i~ the "old" Children's Bureau. AI· 
though the center's new deputy chief, Frederick C. Green, MD, 
announced his recommitment to the bureau's early mission of inves­
tigation, as well as vigorous advocacy, it was obvious that a'dvocacy's 
relationship to the admiuistration of services and grants and the role 
of governmental advocacy generally had to be specified and vali­
dated in the context of a new historical period. Not to be ignored, 
either, were the ci3'n,t~nders for the advocacy role elsewhere in the 
federal government, state and local governments, service systems l 

and the private sector. 
If the Children's Bureau's organizational tradition can be related 

to the current thrust on behalf of advocacy and if the Report of the 
Joint Commission on Mental Health of Children contained the first 
pub-lic call, the current conceptualization of advocacy derived from 
stili other sources. Various professionals wrote about advocacy and 
children's rights during the 1960s. Social workers (e.g., Brager, 
Grosser, and Terrell) defined the concept and practice of advocacy 
as the support of the rights of the disadvantaged generally.s Law­
yers (e.g., Cahn and Sparer) emphasized the need for utilizing the 
a,dvocacy role to help the poor realize their legal rights in relation 
to large public institutions. Social workers (e.g., Coughlin and 
Smith), lawyers, and psychologists discussed the need to support 
the specific rights of children. J. McV. Hunt, a psychologist, chaired 
a White House task force I)n child development, which recom­
mended to President Johnson that a structure should be established 
to assure children's rights. Hunt's report obviously inspired the joint 
commission. In 1966 the Advisory Council on Public Welfare sub­
mitted to the secretary of HEW a report affirming children's right 
to social services, but thel report did not specify criteria for the 
content of such services or how this right was to be implemented. 

Most of the literature. and program initiatives reflected the ex­
periences of the 1960s: 1~.g., civil rights legislation, the Ford Foun­
dation Gray Areas Projects, and programs that grew out of the 
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964. This background requires 
more specific elaboration. 

3 In a related but separate development, Scott Briar has emphasized the social 
worker's commitment to his client's civIl rights. (l<'or specific sources cited in this 
chapter, see Appendix D.) , 
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THE ANTIPOVERTY WAR AND ADVOCACY 

The catalog of domestic legislative innovations and high court 
decisions during the sixties justifies the generalization that this was 
indeed the first period of major reform since the Great Depression. 
The list (which will not be elaborated here) includes major inno­
vations in civil rights and equal opportunity, elementary and 
secondary education, health, housing and urban renewal, as well as 
the War on Poverty. The importance of these measures is not 
diminished by the volume of unfinished business. 

Particularly relevant to the emergence of advocacy as a social 
service component were the activities generated by the President's 
Committ.ee on Juvenile Delinquency and Youth Crime, the Ford 
FoundatIOn Gray Areas Projects in education, and the Economic 

, Opportunity Act of 1964.4 During the last half of the sixties the 
anti delinquency, school reform, and antipoverty efforts merged into 
the War on Poverty. A new program and action perspective pre­
vailed. Later, Model Cities and commu.nity mental health programs 
often became coordinated or parallel components of the same 
process. 

Marris and Rein sum up this process as follows: 

The evolution of these projects can be summarized as a continual 
broadening of interests, and refinement of strategy. Starting from the 
shortcomings of relocation, and the impoverishment of the centre 
city, more and more problems were drawn into the context of co­
herent, experimental community action-migration, the cultural 
handicaps of slum children, delinquency, unemployment amongst 
young people, adult illiteracy, the abuse of those too poor to defend 
their legal rights, or too discouraged to protest their needs, and the 
last! more generally, th~ persistence of poverty in so prosperous a 
nation. As the conceptIon broadened, so too more and more insti. 
tutions became involved-in the communities ... states .•. [and] 
Federal government ..•. And the further the conception evolved from 
its ~rigiriS in specific~lly urban problems, so too, from project to 
proJect, the field of aohon tended to enlarge-from one neighborhood 
to the city, from city to metropolitan area, and ultimately to a whole 
state.5 

The announced objective of these programs was to eUmi'nate 
. poverty. Some took this objective literally. Those who wrote the 
llegislation and developed programsp however, saw the necessary 
, strategy as "me that would facilitate social mobility and lessen the 

. 
J 

I 

'For an excellent description of these activities, see Peter Marris and Martin 
Reinl Dilemmas of Social Reform (New York: Atherton Press 1967) 

B Ibid., pp. 29-31. ' • . 
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handicaps of the poor. At the beginning, effective intervention into 
the self-perpetuating cycle of poverty usually was construed to mea,n 
expansion of opportunities for the poor and enhancem~nt o~ theIr 
capacities. Thus the antipoverty pr~gra~ became a. serVIce-onented 
effort, geared toward a specific, high-nsk p.opulatlOn-t?e young, 
poor, minority male. It emphasized the traditlonal Amenca~ value 
of work through job training, education, and self-help an~ I~no~ed 
the prOVISIon of income, the essential in~edient ~. ehmmatmg 
poverty. (Later, strategies ranging from mco~e mamtenance to 
governmental aggregate-demand policies entered mto the debate and 
sometimes were implemented.) ? • 

Two factors dominated the antipoverty efforts: (1) the declSlon 
to expand what were considered relevant social servic:s and ma~e 
them more accessible and to compensate the poor for ~adeq~a~les 
in the amount, range, and quality of services thro~gh Job trammg, 
Head Start, and the like, and (2) the attempt to mvolve the P?or 
as active participants in program planning, mana?ement, a?d ~m. 
plementation. The Economic Opportunity Act's umque. c?nt~lb~!IOn ci 

was perhaps the concept of "maximum feasible partICIpatlon to r 

express the second objective. . . 
In addition to the EconomIc Opportumty .Act, 196~ .saw. the 

passage of one other influentiai piece ~f legisl~hon~ the Cl':111 Rights 
Act, David Grossman, a memper of the PreSident s. Task ~orce on 
Poverty and later a key leader in OEO's Commumty Action Pro· 
O'ram described the relationship between the two laws as follows: I:) , 

These two new laws were seen as intimately, rel~ted, particularly by I 

the leaders of the Civil Rights movement, whIch Itself expressed ov~r. 
tones of a participatory democracy that had been dormant In 
American life for decades. The Civil Rights Act was to open up 

over-due rights, the Economic Opportunity Act was to mar.e the 
. ~~rcise of these rights more than a theoretical I!0ssibility for the vast 
~roportion of. these minorities who were trapped m poverty .. , .6 

It is within this framework of renewed interest in rights a~d. I 
entitlements, expanded provision of social servic~s (and chang.es In ' 
priorities accorded specific services), and a natIonal emphasIs ,on 
self-help and participatory democracy that the concept aQd practiCe 
of advocacy is best described, " 

Social work professionals responded to the sOCIal turmoIl around 
them and to the informal structure of the new programs by develop 

G"The Community Action Program: A New FunctIon fo~ Local Gov~rnmen!,' 
in Bernard J. Frieden and Robert Morris, cds., Urban Plannmg and Socllll Poh~ 
(New York: Basic Books, 1968), p. 441. 
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ing new strategies and techniques, resurrecting old ones, and for­
mulating new roles. At first, hoping to serve as a bridge between the 
poor (their clients) and unresponsive public agen~ies or inade. 
quate programs, social workers relied on traditional liaison and 

. facilitation roles. However, many soon discovered that providing 
infornIation, advice, referral, and "brokerage" was not enough to 
obtain needed services for clients. Referrals were not completed, 
promised services were undelivered, and unless clients had con­
tinued and active support, their case was lost. Social workers on the 
front lines in poverty areas soon gave up the notions that service 
failure was a problem of client motivation and that agency rules and 
procedures had to be accepted although client needs were not met. 
Some began to view ignored or only partially met requests for more 
welfare aid and better housing and education for poor children 
as manifestati()ns of perpetual conflict between their clients and 
major public institution!:). Thus social wvrkers borrowed the COn­
cept 'of advocacy from the legal profession and developed the role 
of client advocate. Grosser, who was first to present the idea in the 
social work literature, describes the role of client advocate as 
foHows: 

1£ the community worker is to facilitate productive interaction he­
tween residents and institutions, it is necessary for him to provide 
leadership and resources directed toward eliciting information 
arguing the correctness of a position, and challenging the stance take~ 
by the institutions. In short, the worker's posture, both to the 
community residents and to the institutional representatives with 
W!lOm he is engaged, is that of advocate of the client group's point of 
VU?t~. Although the worker uses all available techniques, the im­
partiality of the enabler and the functionalism of the broker are 
absent , . ., He is, in fact, a partisan in a social conflict. His 
expertise is available exclusively to serve client interests .... tItalics added.) 7 

It was during the Mobili:mtion For Youth (MFY) experience on 
N~w York City's Lower East Side that the concept and practice oJ 
chent advocacy were first developed and defined. Cloward and 
Elman, for example, defined advocacya~ intervention "on behalf of 
a client with a public agency to secure an entitlement or right which 
has been obscured or denied." 8 A few years later, Brager defined 

7 Charles Grosser, "Neighborhood Community Development Programs Serving the 
Urb~n Poor," in George Brager and Francis P. Purcell, eds., Community Action tttnst 

Poverty (New Haven, Conn.: College & University Press, 1967), pp. 247-

S Richard A. Cloward and Richard M. Elman, "The Storefront on Stanton Street: 
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it in broader, more p~litical te~s as ident!fica~ion with the pl~~ht 
of the disadvantaged: I.e., the sOCIal worker s prImary responsIblhty 
is the "tough-minded and partisan representation, of ... [the client's] 
interests and this supersedes his fealty to all others." 9 Whether a 
worker was supporting an individual client in relation to a~other 
institution or an agency was trying to change the overall pohcy of 
another institution or branch of government, the concept of advo­
cacy remained the same-supporting the poor in their eff~rts to ob­
tain their rights. 

Gradually, a distinction began to emerge between the two types of 
advocacy. Several studies of neighborhood service centers and Com­
munity Action Programs have acknowledged this distin?tion. S?~e­
times it tends to be delineated along the lines of servIce prOVlSlon 
and social action. At other times, the distinction is made between 
case and policy advocacy. In discussing advocacy as an essenti~l 
function of these programs, many authors indicate that one orgam­
zation's efforts to provide both types of advocacy may lead to 
problems and conflicts-both within the ?rganizati?n ~nd between 
the organization and the larger commumty-that Impmge on the 
provision of services to individual clients. 

OTHER ADVOCACY DEVELOPMENTS 
Legal advocacy. Traditional legal ad~ocacy also underwent re­
finements during the 1960s. For the first tIme legal advocacy tur~ed 
to the obj~ctive of achieving social justice for the poor. MFY, whIch 
was responsible for the first explicit statement of client advocacy and 
formulation of the advocacy role for professional and nonprofessional 
workers also was one of the key initiating forces in the development 
of legal'services for the poor. MFY's original funding proposal to 
NIMH and the Ford Foundation did not anticipate the need for a 
legal unit. But after ~ year of w?r~in? wit!lin the community, it 
became clear that SOCIal workers mdIgnatIon and advocacy ac­
tivities were often inadequate responses to legitimate grievances. 
Furthermore, existing legal services, both public. and pri:vate (legal 
aid), were unavailable to the poor, except m cnmm~l case~. 
Thus by 1964 MFY had established a separate legal serVIces umt 

Advocacy in the Ghetto," in George Brager and Francis P. Purce~l, c~s., Com­
munity Action Against Poverty (New Haven, Conn.: College & Umverslty Press, 

1%7), p. 267. h . "S - l ...,. " V I 13 No o George Brager, "Advocacy and Political Be aVlOr, acta w or c, o. , • 
2 (April 1968), p. 6. 
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to provide "direct service to and referral of clients; legal orientation 
for M.F.Y. staff, clients and community leaders; and use of law as an 
instrument of social change." This third function-the use of 
law as an instrument of social change-soon became the dominant 
function of the legal service unit. Although it helped to make the 
unit one of MFY's most effective divisions, it also led to political 
problems for the agency. 

OEO's Neighborhood Legal Service Program-a federally sup­
ported, locally hased program established under the Community 
Action Program-developed subsequently and was greatly influenced 
by an article by Edgar and Jean Cahn that appeared in the Yale 
Law Journal in 1964. The functions of the Neighborhood Legal 
Service Program encompassed traditional legal assistance; legal 
services devoted to reform; legal representation, when the law 
seemed contrary to the interests of the poor; and legal representation 
in nonlegal contexts, when appropriate. Interestingly, the Cahns 
anticipated the potential conflict between the legal service (or case 
advocacy) function and the legal reform-social action (or class 
action and policy advocacy) stance. They recommended t.hat 
Neighborhood Legal Service Programs be kept separate from com­
prehensive service centers because "the law's capacity to create 
issues, to bring controversies into focus, tends to make neighborhood 
legal services too controversial :for an organization to absorb, since 
it must retain the support, or at least the sufferance, of the major 
institutions in a city." 10 

Consumer advocacy. Advocacy on behalf of consumers, 
another facet of the burgeoning public-interest advocacy movement 
of the 1960s,evolved under the aegis of Ralph Nader and his 
associates. While legal advocacy focused on achieving social justice 

. for the poor, consumer advocacy addressed the issue of achieving 
justice for the public at large. Nader's initial approach was to 
emphasize the obligation of publicly owned corporations to be reo 
sponsive to consumers' needs and wants. However, he soon shifted 
his attention to the equally important issues of governmental respon­
sibility to consumers and the failure of public regulatory agencies 
to monitor adequately the activitieH of the industries they were 
charged with regulating. 

J. 

Nader was convinced that the government's failure to function as 
an effective countervailing force against industry required the inter-

lO Edgar Calm and Jllan Cahn, "The War on Poverty: A Civilian Perspective," 
Yale Law Journal, Vol. 73, No.8 (July 1964.), p. 1349. 
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vention of a third force--organized citizen action. Working within 
the framework of the government's moral obligation to protect and 
support the public interest, Nader and his task forces used a combi­
nation of fact-finding, monitoring, publicity, lobbying, and legal 
action to highlight the inadequacies of products and services and the 
regulatory agencies' failure to constrain the companies that !Supplied 
them. 

Of particular relevance for child advocacy is the fact that regard­
less of how frustrated Nader has been with the inadequacies of 
existing public reg'l.llatory machinery, he still believes that con­
sumers' problems can be solved through increased government regu­
lation, legal action, and constant monitoring by citizens' groups. 
His premise is that if his research and legal organizations deliner,:te 
issues and objectives, an aroused citizenry will demand change. 

A similar development may be seen in the emergence in the late 
1960s of public interest law firms, such as the Citizen's Advocate 
Center and the Washington Research Project. Like Nader's or­
ganization these firms reflect the growing conviction that the "con­
sumer" of governmental policies and services needs as much pro­
tection as the consumer of goods and services sold in the market­
place. In seeking to help relatively passive or weak constituencies 
deal with ,a powerful and bureaucratized government, these groups 

'd hI" bl' h . f h .. " 11 conSl er t erose ves pu lC c amplons 0 t e Cltlzen as consumer. 
Advocacy planning. The developments just described also 

touched the field of urban planning, although more modestly, when 
it became known that urban renewal programs failed to house many 
people who were displaced as sites were cleared. New construc­
tion often destroyed neighborhoods or made it impossible for the poor 
and members of minority groups to remain in them. Some urban 
planners, concerned about the politically inarticulate and powerless 
groups who were often the passive recipients or victims of their 
work, felt that their professional expertise should be utilized on 
behalf of the poor neighborhood tenant rather than the real estate 
lobby. Thus they developed the theory of advocacy planning, in 
which the planner would represent the values, preferences, and needs 
of his consumer-client and would be accountable to his client. Some 
planners volunteered to adopt this role; others were paid out of 
public funds. 

In each of these fields-local social services, Community Action 

U Edgar and Jean Cahn, "Power to the 'People or to the Profession ?-The 
Public Interest in Pubiic Interest Law," Yale Law Journal, Vol. 79, No.6 (May 
1970), p. 1005. 
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Programs, Neighborhood Legal Service Programs, consumer action, 
and advocacy planning-two characteristic focuses emerged: (1) 
support of the poor in their efforts to achieve social justice and im­
proved living conditions and (2) some degree of accountability to 
the poor. Although the scope and ·success of these endeavors has 
varied, the message has been widely received and has influenced 
many citizens and the professional" who ~('rvc them. 

HUMAN SERVICE PROFESSIONS 

All the human service professions experienced crises during the 
late 19605. Professionals in the fields of health, mental health 
education, and social work were attacked for their failures. Student~ 
questioned the relevance of their professional training, and new 
groups challenged the very concept of professionalism. Almost 
e:ery conference produced a counterconference. And all profes-

Ii SlOns became concerned about their inability to achieve their basic 
goals. 

1 In the field of education, for example, Kozol, Holt, Silberman, 
and others wrote convincingly about how public schools fail their 
students. Others graphically described the inadequate facilities for 
the retarded and children with special needs. As a result of 
this controversy, some have called for the abolition of public schools. 
Others have tried to create a variety of free schools and alternative 
institutions. Still others have attempted to change existing school 

'" system~ a~d develop new approaches to education: e.g., school de-
centralIzatIon, performance contracting, students' rights and griev­

.1 ance procedures, and changes in curricula. In the area of special 
education, much attention has been focused on the need to move 
chil~r~n out of institutions and into regular school programs. 

Slmdar challenges have been raised in mental health and social 
wor~ .. The cr~~~isms have been many and severe: e.g., failure of 
tradItional faClhtIes to reach those most in need of their services' 
disengagement of family service agencies from the poor; over-reli: 
ance on a psychoanalytic model of treatment; abuse of the rights of 
those w~o a~e instituti~nalized; and the attempt to force people to 
meet sOClety s expectatIons! rather than to change social institutions 

l to meet people's needs. 
j • The Community Mental Health Centers Act of 1963, which estab­
! hshed a network of community-based facilities, was one significant 
f attempt to provide a new approach to mental health services. In 
I the political atmosphere of the antipoverty war, this legislation was 
i 
~ 
! 
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reinterpreted to emphasize "maximum. feasib~e par~icipation" a~d overcome earlier obstacles and inhibitions and have been amazingly 
sometimes "community control.~' SimIlarly, In socIal wo~k. major successful in increasing public awareness and achieving social bene-
efforts were made to develop new theories and n~w defi~ltIons ~f fits such as favorable legislation and enhanced service provision for 
tasks. New agencies were esta!.,Jished; old agenCies re~Ised their '.; their members. In addition to these obvious benefits, self-help 
functions. Community residents were hired to work wIth profes- organizations have provided a mechanism for service innovation 
sionals and were appointed to policy-making bo~ds. . outside traditional bureaucratic structures and consumer participa-

Permeating aU this ferment were several major themes~ whICh ~he tion in institutionalized service networks. 
different professions have emphasized and implemente.d to varYI~g The self-help concept spread rapidly during the 1960s as other 
degrees: (1) People's problems often reflect failures In our sO?Ial deprived groups saw the value of this approach in advancing their 
institutions, not in individuals. (2) Since human development IS ~ own causes and began to express their needs publicly. Professionals 
function of a variety of forces, no one human proble~ can be treat~ and community activists gave strong support to the self-help move-
in isolation. (3) Priority must be given to preventIng prob~ems In ment, when they began to appreciate its value as a device to increase 
human development, not to devising remedies that come ~oo little too community participation and assure consumer accountability in the 
late. ( 4) Because citizens have a right to adequate servIces, aU pro- public services. 
fessionals and professional organizations must be accountable to The process took on new forms in the atmosphere of the anti-
consumers of their services. . poverty war. Self-advocacy developed substantially a~ clients and 

Consequently, the idea of advocacy on behal~ of ch~ldren fell on other groups with shared problems began organizing to improve 
f~rtile ground and was quickly seized by profes~lOnals In t~e h~an their living conditions and protect their rights; Traditional middle-
services as one way of translating som~ of thelX: ref~rm Ideas Into class groups, such as the League of Women Voters, offered a prece-
action. These professionals were convlDced of ~he Inadequacy °i dent, but the new groups organi7.ed to deal with new issues. Com-
existing services and the need for major theore.tICal a~d structura mon problems with welfare became a basis for self-organization in 
changes in the present service network. Profess1?nals In the Ii:~ental various places across the country. The Committee of Welfare Fam-
health and education fields, especially;have provIded leadershIp for iIies in New York City, the Regional Committee for Adequate Wel-
the child advocacy movement, utilizing the impe~us and resources fare in Ohio, and similar groups elsewhere, which formed in 1966--67, 
of child advocacy to operationalize many of theIr Ideas. gradually coalesced into what became the most outstanding example 

SELF.ADVOCACY 
During the 1950s parents of handicapped children, as. well as other 

ou s such a.s former mental patients and drug. addIcts, began to 
~ga~ize into sb3.f-help groups. The primary functIon.of these gr~ups 
i"l mutlual aid. Through discussion and common actIOn cen~~re o~ 
tlleir shared problems, members are able to over?ome. fee Ings 0 

i~l')]ati~.u and frustration and achieve some sense of Ide~tIty an?dcon. 
viction about. the possibility of change. Th~s mutua.l ~ld prov1 ~~ ~ 
powerful incentive for membership and actIv~ partI?IpatlO~, w 1C 
can subsequently be channeled into constructIVe SOCIal actIon. to 

As Alfred Katz has suggested, self-help gro~~s wer~ s~o~ 
develop in this country because of our strong tr~dItlOn of ~nd1vl:~:~ 

'1L 'l'ty and self reliance Many handIcaps carned m reSpOnSlJlJI 1 -. H If· 
sti a and were associated with self-blame. owever.' many se 
her: groups (such as associations for aid of retarded children) have 

ofself-advocacy, the National Welfare Rights Organization (NWRO). 
For the first time since the Great Depression, a popularly based wel~ 
fare movement arose across the United States, initially under the 
auspices of local antipoverty programs, but gradually moving out­
side agency sanction and attaining independence and national status. 
The development of other militant groups during the sixties-rang­
ing from students' groups to Head Start mothers, foster parents, and 
tenants-revealed a widespread increase in group self-consciousness 
as well as a growing political sophistication. 

Effective self-help activities we,n~ carried out by organizations 
such as the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the Mexi­
can-American militant qrganization, La Raza. Some of these groups 
were more do-it-yourself than others. Several were staffed and led 
by cadres of professional workers or political organizers-paid, 
underpaid, and volunteer. Many were aided, indirectly or directly, 

. by public funds through local antipoverty Community Action Pro-
1 grams. Local independent groups and groups connected with 

) 

A 



28 CHAP'fER 1 

national movements appeared among disadvantaged minority group 
members in big city neighborhoods and rural counties. . . 

One other forerunner of .child advocacy programs, whICh Illus­
trates many of the trends just described, was the Child Development 
Group of Mississippi (CDGM). Funded by O~O ~nd init~a~ed. and 
partially staffed by several persons who were actlve ill the clvIlnghts 
movement in the South during the early 1960s, CDGM 'fas estab­
lished as a Head Start program in the summer of 1965. It empha­
sized a broad community approach to the development of preschool 
programs and viewed community ~artic?pation, citizen. action, and 
parents acting as advocates for theu chIldren as essentlal for max­
imizing early childhood development. At CDGM headquarters, as 
well as its more than one hundred local Head Start programs, 
parents initiated the establishment of ce~ters, par~icipated in po1i:y. 
making and planning boards, and were Involved In program admm­
istration and staffing. Thus, by stressing the importance of parental 
participation in the educational program and relating the .pr,ogram 
to the whole community, CDGM was able to focus on the chIld s total 
environment, rather than on narrow educational or care components 
alone. 

The relationship of CnCM and some of its staff t~ the civil r~~hts 
movement made the program vulnerable to a vanety of pohtIcal 
attacks. However, despite its subsequent political defeat, it suc­
cessfully involved a large number of children in the program and 
attracted substantial community participation and support. The 
program's content won respect. Its influence continues. to be felt 
in several of the newer child advocacy programs, espeCIally those 
oriented toward political action and linked experientially wit~ the 
earlier program. CDGM's use of chil~en's needs as an ~s~ue 
around which citizen action can be mobIlIzed for broader polItIcal 
ends and its view of education as part of the child's total environ­
ment continue to be important. factors in the nascent child advocacy 
movement. 

AN ORGANIZED FUNCTION OF GOVERNMENT? 

The burgeoning importance of the legal reform function of neigh. 
borhood legal services and the policy advocacy stance of some 
Community Action Programs brought the issue of advocacy as an 
institutionalized function of government into the foreground. Tra­
ditionally, the advocacy function had been assigned to the volmltary 
or private sector, social reformers, or privately employed lawyers. 
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At certain special historical moments during the Progressive Era 
and the New Deal, the federal government created offidal instru­
ments of reform. We have noted the growth of the Children's 
Bureau in this context and might mention the Food and Drug 
Administration, Interstate Commerce Commission, and Securities 
and Exchange Commission as additional illustrations. 

However, when OEO was legislatively designated as the intragov­
ernmental advocate for the poor, something new entered the picture. 
And when funds from OEO, NIMH, Model Cities, and related health, 
education, and public assistance programs were used to encourage 
self-advocacy by client or consumer groups (or to permit them to 
engage advocates who were paid with public funds), unusual forces 
appeared on the American political scene. 

Beginning in the mid-1960s, situations arose in which public 
funds were utilized to support legal action, confrontation, strikes, ne­
gotiation, and "aggressive" case referral. Contrary to usual practice, 
adversarial actions were initiated in one branch of the social service 
bureaucracy against units in another branch at the same govern­
mental level, on one governmental level against units on another 
level, in public programs against voluntary programs, and in volun­
tary programs against governmental programs on the same or other 
levels. In other words, antipoverty staffs might assume the posture 
of advocates in seeking service for clients in .schools, public welfare 
units, and housing facilities, although the target agency might .be 
another subunit of the same local government. The staff of a city 
welfare department might represent clients in seeking modification 
of a decision of a state-operated institution as it affected clients' 
families. The staff of a school system, welfare department, or anti­
poverty center might criticize publicly a voluntary agency's acts of 
commission or omission as they affected .the public agency's 
clientele. Or the staff of a settlement house or local voluntary 
family service agency might mount a public campaign to change 
state welfare policies,family planning programs, or training schools 
for delinquents. 

, Subsequent outcries from some oHicials and citizens, as well as 
1 congressional actions and administra!ive developments within fed­
I eral agencies in the latter part of the .Johnson Administration and 
j during the Nixon Administration, curtailed such activities consider­I ably. Nevertheless, child advocacy was born during the height of 

.~ these extraordinary, publicly funded, <lnd often governmentally 
I administered adversarial actions. 
" Child advocacy sought to clarify its processes, structures, and, 

1 
'.,J 
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most important, its goals in a social context in which antipoverty 
activism had bft a permanent and significant residue. In December 
19'11, fOl example, the administrator of HEW's SociBl and Rehabili­
tation Servke urged local public social service departtnents to be. 
come advocates on· behalf of their clients vis-a";ls other public 
bureaucracies. 

Meanwhile, legal advocacy programs won important class action 
cases related to welfare recipients' rights. Other major victories 
were won in the areas of public housing and discrimination. Local 
advocacy programs affected administrative procedures in public 
assistance, housing, day care, education, health, and related fields. 
The success of these efforts influenced political leaders and admin­
istrators to recruit clients and previously excluded consumers to 
serve on advisory committees, policy boards, and staffs of diverse 
programs because such participation might decrease the number of 
abrasive confrontations and legal tangles. 

Some proposed the office of ombudsman as an alternative mech­
anism. However, the ombudsman concept was often confused, with 
the result that the ombudsman was usually viewed as a practitioner 
of case advocacy (a subject that will be elaborated on later ). In the 
Scandinavian sense, the ombudsman objectively reviews citizens' 
complaints about administrative bodies; he cannot implement cor­
rective action. Thus for those who have turned to the more militant 
or legally binding type of advocacy, the ombudsman offers a limited 
alternative. 

BACK TO CEULD ADVOCACY 
Child advocacy did not begin in a vacuum. The Children's Bureau 
had a long tradition of advocacy on children's behalf, and some of 
these activities had been continued. There was a small, ongoing 
national lobby for children called the American Parents' Committee. 
Some city-wide watchdog operations were recognized as effective. 
Governors' committees on children and youth, created in the 19505 
to assure White House conference preplanning and follow-through 
and used as instruments for citizen act.ion, increasingly sought a . 
more systematic and aggressive type of monitoring. These com- . 
mittees were encouraged by the Report of the Joint Commission on 
Mental Health of Children to reorganize and strengthen their roles, 
although parallel and sometimes competitive developments were . 
rostered in state mental health programs. 

The basis for these activities was an important legal and philo- ! 

, , 
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sophical child welfare tradition on which those concerned with chil­
dren's needs and rights could build. Most child welfare services are 
off-ered on a voluntary basis, although there may be some informal 
pressure in the initiative of any social institution. In contrast, the 
special kind of child welfare called child protective services uses 
state authority to intervene in situations where parents are unable 
to fulfill their responsibilities and do not seek help voluntarily or 
where children may be neglected and abused. In such cases, court 
action is initiated or held in reserve_ 

Under common law, children were considered the almost exclu­
sive property of their parents, and they were valuable property as 
long as their labor was needed. Thus intervention into the parent­
child relationship was done hesitantly and was viewed at best as a 
necessary evil. The earliest child welfare services were the orphan­
ages and foster care agencies, established during the nineteenth 
centu!'y simply to provide for children who were paupers or orphans. 
These early programs were motivated by a peculiar combination of 
religious charity and community self-interest; they sought to give 
dependent children the care and instruction needed to become self­
suppor.ting adults. Few could argue that the family was under­
mined if substitute care was offered when parents died or disap. 
peared. Thus society took a major step when it began to intervene, 
even when parents were present, because children were abused or 
neglected. The evidence had to be extreme before anyone would 
act, but the step was taken. . 

The early child protective services established in the latter part 
of the nineteenth century were modeled after the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Influenced by the humane 
motives that inspired this movement, early leaders in the child 
protection field took an active role, not only in protecting severely 
?bused children, but in publicizing children's needs and campaign­
mg for better legislation to safeguard children's interests. Children 
could no longer be regarded as mere property or labor. However, 
because early child protection programs viewed themselves as "arms 
of the law," they directed their efforts to prosecuting parents rather 
than providing social services. These programs helped to develop 
a.nd formalize the legal rationale for public intervention into family 
~lfe for the welfare of children. In a sense subsequent intervention 
mto parent-child relationships to restrict child labor derivfld from 
this premise. The child welfare and child protection agencies grad­
ually became professionalized, and they have long emphasized their 
preventive and rehabilitative functions. Yet many of them have 
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retained the flavor of "child saving"; most of them, in fact, have 
stressed structural alternatives to natural families (i.e., foster care), 
rather than child development and primary prevention. The same 
child-saving tradition buttresses child advocacy in child welfare 
services today. 

With the precedent of protecting children against neglect and 
abuse, legal grounds for public intervention into family life began 
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power could come from communities that were concerned about 
their young. Would anything less give children a fair share of the 
national budget? Would agencies and programs improve service 
delivery and reform the content of what they offered without sys­
tematic monitoring and pressure? And because children were not 
powerful, organized, or watchful, could power and vigilance perhap~ 
be provided through organization, funding, and staffing, i.e., through 
bureaucratization? to be expanded over the years. Throughout the country, IflWS were 

passed that added to the grounds for terminating paren'tal rights 
and protecting children's right to a basic education and flome vital 
health services, regardless of parental preference. Public institu­
tions such as schools and juvenile courts enlarged their functions 
and intervened more directly into areas long reserved to parents. 
In some instances, public interest superseded family interests, and 
children's rights became more important than property rights. 
Public authorities began to share power with parents because of 
their expertise or in response to acknowledged parental failure.12 

In short, child advocacy was to be an organized, publicly funded 
! method of implementing children's rights. Child advocacy was to 

go into the field at the moment when constraints on earlier anti­
poverty advocacy efforts were greatest. And it was to involve new 
groups of lay volunteers and professionals and persons who had been 
part of earlier advocacy efforts. 

This process created two new developments that ,were part of the 
transition to child advocacy: (1) As more public agencies became 
involved in child welfare, it was uncertain ~vhether they were always 
benign and effective. Someone had to regulate the regulators (juve­
nile courts) or monitor the family substitutes (schools). (2) The 
conviction that children needed more than protection and traditional 
services began to spread. Modern life demands a complex of socie-
tal provisions in the form of social utilities, as well as case services 
when needed. 

The step from child protection to child advocacy thus represents 
a shift from provision of substitute care and intervention into family "1 

life to intervention into or action vis-a-vis institutions other than the ; 
family as they affect children. The nature of this transition became 
clear only as our study data were being analyzed. This new ap­
proach to action on behalf of children evolved in the late 1960s a.s 
human services practitioners and organizations absorbed the expen­
~nces of the civil rights and antipoverty programs, noted the in- '1 
tense suffering and protests of organized welfare and Head Start; i 
mothers, faced the serious unmet needs of children, and considered· " 
the failure of traditional action strategies. Once the connection had' 1 
been made, the rationale seemed obvious: children-an inarticulate J 
and powerless group-required advocates from among parents, 
substitute parents, community leaders, and professionals. Perhaps.j , 

:t 
12 See Appendix D. 

Thus we began our national baseline study, recognizing that a 
movement of sorts had developed-a movement that was neither 
fully clarified nor understood and had many disparate components. 
It was related to earlier manifestations of what might be considered 
child advocacy (before the term was coined) in the various local, 
state, and national monitoring or watchdog groups: e.g., the Citi­
zens' Committee for Children in New York, Massachusetts Commit­
tee on Children and Youth, and Child Welfare League of America. 
It was related to the entire field of protective services in some 
aspects of its work. It 'was matohed by similar developments in 
other fields: e.g., the public interest law firms (Citizen's Advocate 
Center, Washington Research Project), health advocacy programs 
(Health-PAC, Neighborhood Health Advocacy Services), consumer 
advocacy (Ralph Nader's Center for the Study of Responsive Law 
and the Public Interest Research Group), and the family advocacy 
programs of some family service agencies affiliated with the Family 
Service Association of America (FSAA). It had European counter­
parts: e.g., England's Child Poverty Action Group, and certain 
Scandinavian guardianship programs in which citizens accept some 
accountability for chil~ren in the child care network. It could 
also be related to the French social security system, in which both 
representatives and recipients are responsible for allocating some 
of the funds assigned to their districts. 

. Opposition to child advocacy was also manifest. Critics from the 
right announced that "the general decay of capitalism has been 
reflected in what is usually calleel permissiveness," and saw in child 
advocacy "the design of a socially-selected pattern of conformity" 
to shape the lives of children during their most impressionable years. 
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Child development was regarded as infringing on parents' rights and 
relieving parents of reilponsibility. Given this kind of lobbying, it 
was not surpri6ing that only after a long and bitter debate did the 
Senate amend a child development bill to include large-scale experi- I 

mentation with neighborhood advocacy councils, in accordance with . 
the proposals of the Joint Commission on Mental Health of Children. I 

The amendment was subsequently blocked by the House rep;-esenta- i 

tives to the conference committee. 
A change in the national perspective on children and their rights 

had created new interest in a vaguely conceptualized advocacy. 

2. The National Picture 

Paternalistic benevolence in the social services was disappearing in, When we began our explorations, we encountered advocacy project 
favor of advocacy-oriented services, self-advocacy of organized proposals, articles about what advocacy is or might be, people who 
groups with shared problems, and interdependence between advo- had experience and opinions, and case stories. Some case stories, 
cate and client. Professional neutrality often gave way to profes- like the one in the Introduction, were dramatic and convincing. 
sional identification with the person or cause supported. Obviously there were child advocates under various names who 

But, inevitably, there was a paternalistic nuance in the concept were doing valuable, humane things. In some instances, especially 
of advocacy. Perhaps this is what made advocacy particularly those involving what we call class advocacy, the activities antedated 
attractive to those whose focus was serving children, who by defini- the Joint Commission on Mental Health of Children, the 1970 
tion are dependent. Although many once enthusiastic supporters Whitf;! House Conference, and the new emphases of the Children's 
of the advocacy role in relation to the poor had become disen- Bureau. 
chanted the romance of the child advocacy concept and the rele- We soon discovered that the child advocacy label had been at-
vance of the advocacy role to benevolent protection of children was tached to a wide range of programs for children. Some of these 
manifested in many quarters as we began our study.) programs were funded explicitly as special child advocacy programs; 

The reorganization of OCD and the development of the National others had the child advocacy label appended to them by sponsoring 
Center for Child Advocacy were premised on advocacy's centrality agencies subsequent to initial funding. Still others, operating under 
as an organizing principle for constructive acti?n on beh~lf of chil- other names, decided to adopt the child advocacy label in an effort 
dren. For OCD or any other governmental umt to coordmate tele- to attract new funds or public attention. And some established 
vant undertakings in child advocacy, it would need to draw on ai programs that did not use the child advocacy label carried out 
picture of developments in the field; clarification of the vari~us activities that everyone would characterize as advocacy. 
concepts and activities currently subsumed ,under the term chIld To assemble the first overview of a phenomenon that was changing 
advocacy; a pool of information about strategic ideas and programs; everyday, whose boundaries were uncertain, and whose auspices 
and knowledge about issues, possible choices, and consequences. , I and funding were diverse, we used the following procedure: 
This was our focus. '! 1. We conducted a questionnaire and mail "search" of federal 

,',.1 agencies, foundations, state committees on children and youth, state 
, mental health departments, and regional offices of HEW to obtain 

'I,: lists of child advocacy projects. In addition, we contacted a wide 
\ -range o~ agencies in the children's field and a number of individuals 

• J ' . in strategi<;: positions for suggestions about programs or practitioners 1 
J to contact. 
-< 

i 2. Over 300 general questionnaires of two types were then dis­
"'1 
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tributed nationwide to organizations, programs, and practitioners. 
We carefully reviewed the 182 questionnaires that were returned in 
an effort to delineate the boundaries of child advocacy and locate 
additional child advocacy programs that we could visit or to which 
we could send our major questionnaire. 

3. Advocacy projects-designated as such by infQrmants or the 
projects themselves-received our major program questionnaire, 
which requested considerable information. Of 123 sent out,"87 (or 
71 percent) were returned. (See Table 1.) . 

4. We visited 75 programs in 20 states and Washmgton, D.C. 
These visits ranged in duration from one interview to two-week 
studies. 

Category 

1. Identified child 
advocacy programs 

2. Organizations 
3. Individuals 

Table 1 
Summary of Questionnaire Responses 

Number Number 
Sent Returned 

123 
167 
153 

a7 
104 
78 

Percentag~ 
Returned 

71 
62 
51 

5. Our report is based on information from 116 programs (103 
are currently operational).l Among these, 29 were visited after • 
they had submitted questionnaires! 41 submitted questionnaires but 
were not visited, and 46 were visited but were not asked to fill out 
questionnaires because we had already obtained the necessary data. 

6. We conducted dozens of interviews with federal and state 
officials, experts in the voluntary sector, and others who were not 
affiliated with programs. 

What, then, is the child advocacy phenomenon? We begin with n 
sample of the diverse opinions we encountered during our study. 

OPINIONS ABOUT CHILD ADVOCACY 

Our first impressions about child advocac.y and the issues surround­
ing it emerged during interviews with more than sixty experts in 
child welfare or related fields and dozens of lengthy telephone con­
versations with additional professionals, agency directors, public 
officials, and lay citizens. These contacts were supplemented by 
extensive correspondence with federal and regional staff of HEW, 
directors of state committees on children and youth, directors of 
~,,"---

1 See Appendix B for program listings by state. 
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state departments of mental hygiene, and executives of national 
organizations. We asked these people (1) how they defined child 
advocacy, (2) whether they could identify operating programs or 
practitioners of advocacy, and (3) how they assessed the advocacy 
development. Their responses reflected large differences of opin­
ion and general confusion about the concept of child advocacy as 
well as considerable vagueness about program boundaries. 

Definitions of child advocacy covered an enormous range-from 
descriptions of child advocacy as a moral stance and social cause 
to a view of it as embodied in specific programs. For example, one 
prevalent view was that child advocacy is "that action which pleads 
the cause of and supports in a multiplicity of ways healthy and posi­
tive benefits to children." Some HEW staff at the national level 
had definite conceptions of child advocacy, but most of their 
definitions tended to be abstract and difficult to make operational. 
Among the clearest and best definitions of child advocacy are the 
following: . 

ChUd advocacy is .1 consumer-controlled outreach system with two 
major objectives: to obtain more responsive, adequate and effective 
service from child and family service agencies; and to develop the 
strengths, skills and initiatives of families and communities to solve 
their ownproblems.!l 

[It is] a service program or approach directed towards changing sys­
tems and designed to improve life conditions for children by assurinO' 
that service delivery systems and institutions bearing most on childl'e~ 
work lor these children, rather than against them.3 

Heads of major national social welfare organizations, although 
they often disagreed with these definitions, generally had some idea 
of what child advocacy ought to be. Several defined child advocacy 
as political lobbying on behalf of children's services and needs; 
others described it as planning and coordination of services for chil­
dren. Still others emphasized its adversary nature and therefore 
insisted ~hat it could not be the function of a planning agency. Some 
experts m the field of child welfare proposed that the focus of child 

! advoca?y ~hould be ensuring that children obtain their legal rights; 
I others mSlsted that it was more essential that children be assured of 
i their extralegal rights, such as the right to a quality education. 

• Ad Hoc Committee on Child Mental Health, Report to the Director (Rackvillc 
M~.: .National Institute of Mental Health, February 1971), p. 39. ' 

RIchard Johnson, Director, Parent and Child Center Program, Office of Child 
Development, Washington, D.C. 
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Advocacy processes were described by many respondents along a 
continuum that included dissemination of information, negotiation, 
persuasion, publicity, adversary activities, and aggressive cotlfronta. 
tion. Among the more consistently identified gO,als of child advo­
cacy were (1) protecting children's rights (ullspecified), (2) identi· 
fying unmet needs, gaps in service provision, and problems in service 
delivery, and (3) helping people to help themselves. 

Several of our respondents, who saw child advocacy as a gimmick 
or a means of diverting attention from more important issues, de· 
fined it as "a public relations term that will have little real effect 
unless it leads to an adversary position for children," "much ado 
about nothing," "all rhetoric and no substance," "a lot of intent but 
no implementation," and so on. (A number of articles in the prQ. 
fessionalliterature have a similar perspective.) 

l 
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Another HEW regional official did an extraordinary job of sur .. 
veying all the child-serving agencies in her region and provided us 
with a remarkably complete picture of how th~ phenomenon was 
sweeping one area. When these agencies were contacted, their re­
sponses included statements that were conceptually clear and state­
ments that clearly indicated ignorance or confusion. 

For example, a worker in a Kentucky public welfare d.epartment 
commented, "Child advocacy can either be service-related or an 
activity addressed to systemic change." A member of the Missis. 
sippi Commission on Mental Illness and Mental Retardation said: 

Child advocacy is a planned action or program carried on by indio 
viduals, groups or agencies .... [It] may be in behalf of an individual 
child, may he directed toward community services for all children, or 
may encompass federal and state legislative programs. 

When we narrowed our interviews and correspondence to the 
1:egional and state levels, the perspectives on child a?vocacy we~e 
even more varied and. confusing. Several state commIttees on chilo 
dren and youth noted that any individual or organization working 
for or with children was practicing child advocacy. Thus when 
asked for a list of child advocacy projects, they sent us directories 
of all their child welfare services. 

i A social worker in a Florida family and children's agency replied: 
~.j 

In other states, the state committees on children and youth reo 
sp.on'ded to our request for information about child advocacy. pro· 
grams by saying that there were none. However, ~EW regIonal, i 

directors labeled as child advocacy a dozen programs m these same 
states. In subsequent follow-up, the program director of a specific 
program was likely to tell us that he had no idea why we were told . 
his program was doing child advocacy. . 

Some HEW regional officers responded that they were not sure . 
which of the programs they listed should be labeled child advocacy; 
sometimes they submitted nothing. 'On the other hand, a miscella· 
neO'l.,lS list of people and programs to contact for child advocacy 
"leads" submitted by one HEW regional office included the ,following : 
program categories: general health services~mat~rnal and infant i 
care, mental health services, day care, early chIld development, 
delinquency preventioll, drug abuse, job training for parents, and 
vocational and technical education programs. The informant con· 
cluded by stating that if we could clarify our definition of child 
advoct~cy, he could give us more precise information. There simply 
were no widely accepted definitions and conceptual systems for 
advocacy. 

[Child advocacy is] activity on behalf of children which is designed to 
change systems rather than relate to individual case problems. While 
individual case or group situations may be the focal point to generate 
systems change, the crux of advocacy cannot he from case to case but 
must he intended to solve the problem of an entire chlss of cases 
through system change. 

Other typical comments included the foUowing: "If you define 
child advocacy for me, I'll tell you whether we're doing it." Or "I 
guess you mean our day care programs, so I'm enclosing a directory." 
And perhaps the most forthright of all, "The only time I hear about 
child advocacy is in talking to federal personnel. We do not use 
that word .•.. " 

A leading practitioner of child advocacy in Illinois stated that 

the concept of advocate has different meanings to almost every person 
who uses the term. It tneans legal counselor, spokesman, supporter, 
pleader, defender, protagonist, intercessor, proponent, mediator, 
monitor, petitioner, activator, coordinator, ombudsman, expediter, 
enabler, promoter, protector, instigator, investigator, and exposer. 
There are two important comHlon elements in these meanings; first­
all are activist terms, and secondly-all imply that the activity is in 
behalf of another person or cause.4 

A nationally known leader in the children's field in the voluntary 
sector assessed child advocacy in the following terms: 

1. Many so·called advocacy project plans take the form of planning 
programs emphasizing coordination, integration, evaluation, identifi. 

'Naomi Hiett, Executive Director of the Illinois Commission on Children. 

I·, 
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cation of unmet needs and promotion of more adequate services. In 
most respects they aJre no different from the kind of planning agencies 
at community.wide or regional levels which have existed for many 
decades. Som~ differ from the traditional planning bodies in that 
they give greater emphasis to children's rights <md provide procedures 
for receiving and assessing complaints about existing services, both 
voluntary and governmental. 

2. I have serious questions as to whether one can combine the plan· 
ning and evaluative functions, which are within the scope of'tne es· 
tablished community service professions, and the handling of com· 
plaints, which essentially relies on legal processes and which requires 
the backing of citizen or parent councils or other social action groups. 
I am inclined to believe that the combination of an adversary pro· 
ceeding with planning responsibilities is likely to mean the neglect of ' 

" the former. 
3. I believe that advocacy agencies which limit themselves to the 

investigation' of complaints and do so responsibly, including the reo i 

cording and reporting of their findings, can make a signal contribution ' 
to the improvement of existing system's of child car~.5, 

Regardless of how child advocacy was defined, we were repeatedly 
asked the following questions by people we contacted: "Even if you 
obtain a consensus about a definition, what will it look like when 
you try to operationalize it?" "What do these programs do and to 
whom?" "Who does it and how?" 

Our overview of the advocGcy phenomenon is incomplete because 
the boundaries of tne domain are the subject of widespread~ebafe 
and because it was as difficult to deal with the material that we 
received as it was to determine what had been left out. Distribution 
of the questionnaires, recipients' answers to them, and selection of 
programs for field visits were inevitably somewhat arbitrary and 
inconsistent. This was not contrary to our purpose, however. The :'; 
information gathered from questioY1Daires and field visils, when com- ~ 
bined, did provide us with a picture of the advocacy development ' 
that was sufficiently comprehensive to stimulate conceptualization 
and policy formulation. 

In thIs spirit we begin with a descriptive overview based on 
qU~litl(mnaires and field visits and then proceed to several analytic 
perspectives. The reader will better understand the advocacy phe. , 
nomenon, however, if we start with a series of cross-sectional views 
(based on our field studies) of activities in the federal government, 
the OCD program. !l ::-ttlte (C1l1ifornin), :lnd a city (Nashvi1le, Ten- ' 
nessee) . 
""'-,----

"Herschel Alt, Presidrnt of the InstitUte for Child Mental Health, New York. 
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\ CROSS·SECTIONAL VIEWS 

1 Federal Programs 
Perhaps the most vivid illustration of the many faces of child ad. 
vocacy is provided by a brief overview of the programs financed 
by the federal government. HEW, the largest single source of fund­
ing, spent more than $7.5 million for approximately sixty-four child 
advocacy programs in the fiscal year 1972.6 Individual program 
budgets ranged from $20,000 to approximately $400,000, with the 
majority ranging between $100,000 and $200,000. Among HEW 
agencies that were funding such programs during our study were 
OCD, the Office of Education, the Social and Rehabilitation Service 
the Bureau of Education for the Handicapped, and NIMH: 
HEW utilized no consistent view of either the concept or practice of 
c~~ld, ~dvocacy, although individual agencies developed their own 
gUIdelines. . 

BEH/NIMH demonstration projects. The Bureau of Ed­
~cation for the Handicapped and NIMH, which spearheaded the 
establishment of child advocacy programs, jointly funded six com­
munity-based projects in San Antonio, Texas; Morganton, North 
Carolina; East Nashville, Tennessee; Los Angeles California' 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and Prince George C~unty, Mary: 
land.7 These programs were developed on the assumption that, 
operating from a community base, they could be effective instru­
ment,s f~r changing secondary institutions that impinged on chil­
dren s h~es. l.t ,was assumed that these programs, like OEO's 
Commumty Action Programs of the 1960 .. : ,could be effective with­
out the intervention of state, county, or city support systems. 

The BEH/NIMH projects focus on school-age children, largely 
~rom .poor .and minority groups. Their primary objectives are to 
IdentIfy chlldren's needs; identify, mobilize, and coordinate existing 
resources; ensure access to these services; and develop new resources 
when neces~ary_ In general the programs are staffed by indigenous 
paraprofeSSIOnals. When professionals are employed, they repre. 
sent a range of disciplines. In addition, most of these programs try 
to ensure community support and participation by including com-

• ~igures are imprecise because the Youth Development and Delinquency Pre­rr:tlon A~ministration did not clearly state which of their programs should be 
.a eled child advocacy. For the fiscal year 1973, there has been a small funding 
m;rrnse and most grants have been renewed. 
A The. Morganton program <~n~ nine others are summa.:-ized in some detail in 

ppendlx A. For a complete list of programs thus summarized, see page 143 . 

I 
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munity representatives on their advisory boards. Although these 
programs are new, they are funded through a variety of inte~me~i. 
ate sponsoring organizations, e.g., a local board of educatIon. m 
Maryland, a Los Angeies community mental health center, the P~lla. ,I 
delphia Urban League, and the Learning Institute of North C.arohna. !'i 

Advocacy, as implicitly defined i~ these programs, l~volves Ii 
negotiation" persuasion, and c~l~aboratIOn, rather tha~ an ai~versary I,AlIl,l, 
process. .AJ1 the programs utIlIZe some form of socIal act1<')n, but ! 11 
they seldom use confrontation techniques. A~d. all of th~~ t;mgage if l 
in some direct service-often more than was oIlgmally antlCIpated. i ' 

The San Antonio project, for example, which is located J.p a ; 
Mexican.American barrio, operates as a neighborhood service t\en· : i 
ter. Its primary goal is community develop~ent, w~ich it hopes t? : 
accomplish by negotiating between commumty reSIdents and var~: ! 
ous community agencies. Because of problems created by cultural, ; 
and language differenc~s, the educational system is the greatest .ob. i 

stacIe facing the members of this community. Therefore the proJect; 
focuses primarily on the schools. The young, largely indigenous : 
staff carries out a combined program of casework, group work, l 

community oraanizing, and program development. Although they : 
have concentr:ted most of their efforts to date on junior high school : 
students, they feel that advocacy for this group cannot be separated ' ··l 
from advocacy for the entire community. Thus they hope to expand, \ 
the program to cover a wider age range and involve a broader seg·' i 

ment of the community in their activities. : 
Office of Education. The Office of Education funded eight I \ 

school.based demonstration projects in the fiscal year 1972. The: 1 
focus of these projects was to provide coordinated health, education,! 
and nutrition services to poor children, coordinate relevant federal, 
programs, and demonstrate the effectiveness of using public ele· :J 
mentary schools as the fulcrum for early detection of problems and { 
provision of needed services. It was hoped that school personnel, .~ 
parents, and community service agencies would work together to ;.1 
develop comprehensive programs. The child advocacy label was, i ,,~ 
applied to these programs subsequent to funding and after some of ; J 
them were operational. .., ~~ 

ProJ' ect FOOD in Durham, North CarolIna, IS located In two elc- ~ 
I 'd f 11 "i mentary schools in the city's poverty areas. t provl es two u',*l 

meals a day; periodic physical and dental examinations; .an~ psy- \.4 
chological and medical treatment, if necessary, to every child In the t I 
school. In addition, an i~t.erdisciplinary tea~'l provides re~evant \.~~ 
health, mental health, nutrItIonal, and educatlOllal consultatIOn to Ii 
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these schools, and a team of paraprofessionals focuses on enhancing 
the communication between the schools and the parents. 

Social and Rehabilitation Service. The Social and Reh~\­
bilitation Service funded one explicitly labeled child advocacy pro~ 
f;Tam through the Office of Developmental Disabilities and several 
youth advocacy programs through the Youth Development and Delin­
quency Prevention Administration (YDDPA). The first program, 
at Syracuse University in New Y ol'k State, focuses on "clinically 
homeless" children, primarily the retarded. Its ultimate goal is the 
"normalization" of children with special needs, and it attempts to 
achieve this by encouraging cooperation and change in existing 
service organizations such as public schools, day care facilities, and 
recreation programs. Its primary strategy is to develop alternative 
modes of service delivery, such as .a group home for ;retarded chil­
dren who were formerly institutionalized and a day care center for 
young retarded children who might have to be institutionalized if 
their parents did not receive community support and heip. The 
program hopes to demonstrate the effectiveness of such approaches 
so that they will b~ adopted by established. agencies. 

In contrast, YDDPA funded several YOllth advocacy programs at 
various geographical levels. . All these programs concentrate. on 
making service systems more'responsive to the needs of youths and 
have delinquency" preVention as thei;rgoal. SOIPe programs are 
designed to involve youths in public decision.making and are de­
voted entirely to providing leadership training and consultation to 
youths and youth.serving agencies. For example, the Youth In­
volvement Program located in the Los Angeles Children's Hospital 
is a training, consultation, ,and technical assistance project with a 
national scope. Its purpose is to promote youths' participation in 
governmental programs and political decision·making. The pro­
gram conducts regional and local training sessions for youths of 
different social, ethnic, and economic backgrounds to prepare them 
for participation in a variety of activities such as delinquency pr,~· 
vention, drug abuse prevention and treatment, and adolescent health 
se~ce planning. YDDPA has been the major source of funds for 
thIS program, although several grants have also been received from 
agencies such as the National Conncil on Alcoholism. 'Staff mem­
bers believe that youths who wish to effect change must work within 
the system; therefore their advocacy strategy consists of training 
youths to be leaders in a variety of fields. 

Other YDDPA programs, which have both direct service and 
social action components, concentrate on "diverting" youths from 

L~ 
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the juvenile justice system. Some of these programs have a strong 
legal service component; others emphasize social services. The 
youths served vary widely in age. The Kentucky Juvenile Defender 
Program, for, instance, is a research-demonstration project with the 
primary purPose of providing legal representation for indigent juve. 
nile defendants in sixteen rural counties in the state. In addition, 
the project is attempting to upgrade and standardize juvenil'e court 
procedures and inform police, court officials, social workers, and the I 
general public about juvenile laws, court procedures, and alternative , { 
solutions to the problem of juvenile offenders. Although the pro· 1 j 

gram emphasizes direct legal services and its staff is composed : 
primarily of attorneys, the Kentucky Juvenile Defender Program; 
also has a social service coordinator and uses extensive student and : 
volunteer help to develop interdisciplinary approaches to coping : 
with juvenile delinquency. In the future the program hopes to move : 
even further into primary prevention and diversion of youngsters • 
from the juvenile court system. 

Of/ice of Child Development 
Among all the agencies within HEW, OCD has funded the largest I 

number of child advocacy programs. In a sense, the programs . 
funded by this agency represent the entire national picture of child ; 
advocacy in microcosm, and they provide remarkable illustrations 
of the' diversity of programs and the conceptual confusion that cur· ' 
rentlyprevails about advocacy. We found elements of both. 1 

OCD defines child advocacy as ? 
l 

an active effort to be aware of, understand, and modify when indio 1 "~ 
cated those conditions which pertain to the well-being and develop.: ) 
ment of the Nation's children. In order to carry out this function: 'l 

efficiently, OCD must. coordinate research and service delivery, develop ,t 
new services where necessary, and utilize existing programs and 'j 

knowledge for the ultimate benefit of all children.s .\ 
\ 

Included among the child advocacy programs funded by OCD l. ;'1 
are community, county, state, and national programs. Some, focus :1 
on a wide range of children's needs; others focus on only one. ,1 
Some emphasize class advocacy exclusively, some feature case and :j 
class advocacy, and some are involved only in case advocacy. (See i t 
Chapter 3 for de,finitions of case and class advocacy.) Most of the! 'l 
projects define advocacy as being synonymous with coordination; a, ~ 
few have no concept of advocacy or fail ~~ see it as relevant to their i 9:1 

IJ 
• Research, Demonstration, and Evaluation Studies, Fiscal Year 1971 (Washington, !;~I 

D.C.: Research and Evaluation Division, Office of Child Development, 1972). i:l 
, ' ... ~ 
1 ,.'~ 

I 
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programs, although these programs are listed as advocacy demon-
strations. ' 

The following list illustrates the diversity of child advocacy proj­
ects funded by OCD: 

• A statewide program to influence relevant legislation and co-
ordinate and enhance public child welfare services. 

o A parent education program in a pediatric clinic. 
• A medical center and counseling program for teen-agers. 
• An adoption project focused on the black child. 
• A twenty-four-hour emergency service for children in crisis. 
• Severalfamily day care programs. 
• A project to develop a method for reporting research that is 

relevant to children. 

In addition, OCD has financed two clusters of child advocacy 
programs: seven Parent and Child Center (PCC) Child Advocacy 
Projects and five Community Coordinated Child Care (4-C) Child 
Advocacy Projects. The child advocacy projects attached to the 
PCCs are extensions of ongoing, community-based, direct service 
programs that focus on children under 5 years of age and their 
families. Their primary concern is maternal and child health care, 
and their major objectives are ensuring access to services and 
entitlements, identifying gaps between needs and resources, and 
stimulating the development of new services. They emphasize 
community and parent participation and, in several instances, have 
organized advisory boards composed of community leaders, agency 
representatives, and conSumers of service. 

One pec child adv'ocacy project, located in a black ghetto. in, 
Boston, is a component of the overall Parent and Child Center and, 
like other si.milar programs, is governed by the PCC board. It has 
its own staff, largely 'made up of indigenous paraprofessionals, and 
its target population is distinct from the much smaller population 
served by the overall program. The project is aimed 'at approxi­
mately 2,000 poor families who reside within one of Boston's Model 
Cities areas, and its focus is children under 5 and their families, with 
special emphasis on pregnant women. Since the area is saturated 
with agencies, one major objective is to promote a closer relation­
ship between the community and existing resources, which are 
frequently unresponsive to the community's needs and thus are 
underutilized. This program uses both case and class advocacy. 

At the time of our study the program was only a few months old; 
thus its operations had not progressed beyond the initial phase. 
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Among other activities, the staff had started a survey of existing 
needs, utilizing a variety of outreach techniques. The project's 
director, for example, was visiting all the social agencies)n the area. 

The project has three teams, which cover different sections of the 
target area; each team is headed by a field specialist in health, edu· 
cation, or welfare. The teams meet regularly to provide interdis· 
ciplinary consultation to one another, and each team leader is 
forming or working in a community task force that focuses' on a 
specific problem. The program also has an advisory board com· 
posed of professionals, important public officials, and leading citi· 
zens. By working closely with the advisory board, the program staff 
hopes to educate the board members about the community's needs 
and encourage them not only to effect necessary changes in their 
respective organizations, but to engage in other forms of class 
advocacy as well. . 

The 4·C prOeTams operate at. both city and county levels and 
emphasize community participation in coordinating and planning 
day care and Head Start programs and related child care sertices. 
In the responses to our questionnaires we could detect no significant 
differences between 4·C programs that were labeled child advocacy 
and all other 4·C projects in terms of their program goals, activities, 
or conceptual framework. An illustration of a 4·C project is the 
Athens·Clarke County Coordinated Child Care Program in Georgia, 
which focuses on expanding day care facilities for children in the 
area. This project has three major thrusts: coordinating existing 
programs, increasing the total number of day care services, and 
enhancing the child development component of these facilities. The 
program serves about 600 children and their families who are en· 
rolled in twenty.three affiliated day care programs, and its major 
objective is to improve standards of care in these centers through 
a training program, resource center, centralized intake and referral 
system, and consultation services. 

As illustrated by these brief descriptions, it is almost impossible 
to discern any completely consistent pattern among the programs 
funded by HEW-although more often than not the programs tend 
to be community based and focus on making service systems more 
responsive to children's needs. The most common form of program 
is a family.centered program that provides one or more direct ser· 
vices: e.g., information and referral, parent education, or parent. 
child counseling. Such programs may d1lso attempt to identify 
community needs and resources, effect changes in existing service 
systems, and mobilize the development of new resources. 

THE NATIONAL PIc'rURE 47 

This pattern of diversity in the concept of child advocacy is not 
unique to the federal government; it is typical of what we found 
across the country. California, for example, has a total of twelve 
child advocacy programs; we shall describe three. 

California 

California Children's Lobby. This is the only statewide 
political lobbying group in the United States that concentrates 
solely on the needs of children. It is a nonpartisan citizens' group 
that was established after the 1970 White House Conference on 
Children and the start of the national Children's Lobby.9 The Cal. 
ifornia Children's Lobby is supported by membership fees and 
contributions and focuses entirely on influencing legislation. The 
organization's policy is determined by its board, composed of pro· 
fessionals, leading citizens, parents, and concerned laymen. At pres. 
ent, there is no paid staff, but several members have contributed a 
considerable amount of their time to lobbying and related activities 
in the state capital. 

The organization's major focus to date has been early child 
development programs (particularly the provision of day care), but 
as yet it has achieved no major victories. Although the lobby has 
approximately 1,000 members, its major problem is obtaining ade· 
quate financial support and recruiting more members (it does not 
have tax·exempt status) . Another potential problem is that its non· 
partisan stance may restrict the issues on which it can take a posi· 
tion. However, since other citizens' groups find the nonpartisan 
stance attractive, other states are carefully watching this organiza. 
tion's development. 

Social Advocates for Youth (SAY). SAY is a loose 
federation of eight community·based delinquency prevention pro. 
grams funded by foundation grants and substantial contributions 
from a variety of business corporations. The program is under 
voluntary auspices and was established by a retired corporate 
Ia~er who 'was interested in the problems of delinquent and pre. 
dehnquent youths. The central office, which is located in San Fran· 
cisco, has a professional.staff of three, who raise "seed money" for 
new programs; maintain contacts with public officials, 10und<zHons, 
and corp-:',rtiticn executives; and provide consultation to the 

• The national Children's Lobby marked time until the spring of 1972, when it 
attempted to organize nationwide. 
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administrators of local programs. The local program administrators 
and the small number of paid staff members are youths in their 
twenties. Most of the staff are volunteers who attend local commu­
nity colleges. The boards of these programs are composed of local 
businessmen, public officials (e.g., juvenile court judges, chief pro­
bation officers, school principals), and others who are interested in 
the problems of youths. " 

The program's basic premise is that young people are particularly 
effective in working with troubled youngsters; therefore the local 
administrators have almost complete authority over the local proj­
ects. The basic program consists of providing volunteers to work 
on a one-to-one basis with Y6uths who have been identified as po­
tential delinquents by various community agencies, especially the 
school. Although case advocacy is the program's primary emphasis, 
class advocacy has been atterapted at the local level. In addition, 
as the program expands, the,central office plans to engage in more 
extensive advocacy at the staP; level involving problem areas iden­
tified at the local level. 

Alameda County Mental Health Association. The Ala­
meda County Mental Health Association is conducting a child 
advocacy project funded by the California Department of Mental 
Hygiene. The project's primary purpose is to mobilize citizens 
around the issue of ensuring adequate services for children and 
youths in a tri-city area in which there has been rapid population 
expansion, with concomitant inadequacies in the quantity of avail­
able services. The area is suburban and largely working class; but 
there is one large segment of poor Mexican-Americans. Because of 
the differences in the needs of these two groups, the project has two 
major components: (1) a part-time community organizer is trying 
to reach out to the Mexican-American community to identify needs 
and mobilize the community, and (2) a steering committee of rel­
atively sophisticated laymen is attempting to define priorities in 
services for children and form coalitions with various community 
groups who want to develop more adequate services, especially in 
mental health. The members of the steering committee are viewed 
as a group of knowledgeable volunteers who can train local parent 
and citizen groups for effective action, such as influencing legisla­
tion, negotiating with public officials, and monitoring service 
systems. 

In addition to the three programs just mentioned, others include 
the following: 
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• a BEH/NIMH community-based program, located in a black 
ghetto area, 

a the YDDPA.financed nationwide youth leadership training 
program described earlier, 

• an early child development program, under the auspices of 
the local Board of Education and financed by public funds 
from sources ranging from the city to the federal government, 

• an OCD-funded family day care project that is under the 
auspices of a local college, 

• a county-based YMCA program, funded by both public and 
voluntary agencies, that provides youth advocates and leader­
ship training, 

• an OCD-funded developmental center, which operates under 
the auspices of a family service agency and provides care for 
infants while their school-age parents pursue vocational and 
educational goals, 

• a forum made up of staff members from a county department 
of health and welfare who are concerned with the provision of 
children's services, 

• a city-wide youth council that is under the auspices of the 
city Commission on Human Rights and funded by a grant from 
a local foundation, and 

• a nascent community-based legal service program that focuses 
on children's rights. 

Nashville, Tennessee 
A final illustration of the disparate picture of child advocacy is 

represented by four different programs in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Nashville has one community-based BEH/NIMH program, a similar 
YDDP A program that focuses Qn predelinquent youths, and two 
others-a Family Advocacy Program and a Citizen Advocacy Proj­
ect-that illustrate types of programs not previously described. 

BEll/NIMH program. This project is located in a black 
ghetto and has a target population of approximately 1,000 families. 
!t is administered by a professional who has extensive experience 
m the area and is staffed by indigenous paraprofessional workers. 
There is also a community board that takes an active a'ole in direct. 
ing the program. The project functions primarily as a neighbor. 
~ood sez:ice center, prOViding a variety of direct services including 
mformatIon and referral, transportation, parent-child counseling, 
case advocacy, and recreation. In addition, the program utilizes a 
"linking-pin" model, in which representatives from relevant service 

I 
----------------------~--.......... -.-.----------------------------------



-,~ , 

50 CHAPTER 2 

agencies Ilre hired to serve as liaisons with the project to ensure that 
their agencies will be responsive to the needs of families in the area. 

YDDPA program. A similar program funded by YDDPA 
is situated in a white poverty area of the city. Its major objectives 
are crisis interve~tion with children alteady identified as troubled, 
outreach into the community to develop systematic means of iden. 
tifying potential problem children, and examination of existing 
service systems to determine how they can be modified or augmented 
to serve children's developmental needs adequately. 

Family Advocacy Program. Like sin1ilar programs started 
by agencies affiliated with the Family Service Association of America 
throughout the country, the family advocacy program is an attempt 
to supplement a traditional casework program with social action 
aimed at altering conditions that adversely affect family life. The 
underlying principle is that a total program of family service must 
involve social action as well as counseling and should move from 
individual cases to the broader social tause. In the Nashville pro­
gram, a community organizer is employed to work with the board's 
'Oublic issues committee and the staff's advocacy committee to 
identify clients' common needs and to engage in relevant advocacy 
by negotiating with public officialS and influencing legislation. So 
far, the agency's advocate has focused largely on obtaining support 
for a subsidized adoption bill in the state legislature. But in the 
future he hopes to address such issues &:s transportation, education 
for unmarried mothers, and paternity support payments, 

Citizen Advocacy Project. The Citizen Advocacy Project­
a six-month demonstration project under the auspices of the state 
association for retarded children and funded by Model Cities­
utilized the citizen advocacy concept developed by Dr. Wolf Wolf­
ensberger in ,·J..(tnc()ln, Nebraska. This program, like its many 
counterparts in otlibl' parts of the United States and Canada, was a 
volunteer program established to serve persons with special needs, 
primarily the retarded. Volunteer advocates worked on a one-to-one 
basis with residents of the Model Cities area who required special 
help. The program's special focus was to help institutionalized 
persons return to the community and obtain necessary services from 
v8'rious social agencie!!. The program wa!! not re-funded for reasons 
that are irrelevant here. But it did achieve its objectives and is 
being reJ:ilicated in many other parts of the country. 

The existence of four groups that use the term advocacy to de­
scribe their different activities has generated some confusion and 
resistance in Nashville's service agencies and in the community. 
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The administrator of the Citizen Advocacy Project commented on 
this confusion as follows: 

In some instances, professional persons in the service system perceived 
advocacy as being a paid staff of oppositional bureaucrats who would 
act in militant ways in an attempt to make some changes. In other 
instances, the advocacy people were being perceived as primarily 
school oriented and as primarily black oriented. Another version was 
promoted by . . • [an advocate who claimed in a local newspaper 
article] that his role was to act as an expediter, hut again as a paid 
staff person representing a large number of clients. So the roles that 
were being seen ranged from a semi-social worker role to a semi.legal 
role. All of these r.oles were considered as threatening in that they 
Were seen as oppositional roles. Further when we would request 
through clubs, service groups and church organizations the partiCipa­
tion of lay people as advocates, these people complained of heing 
quite cOIlfused as to what advocacy was aU about.10 

STATISTICAL SKETCHES 

As we offer statistical summaries based on our survey, we note that 
the total number of programs involved varies with each of the items 
discussed. Sometimes we have data from questionnaires and some­
times we do not; sometimes we or a program director considered 
an item irrelevant to a specific program. Occasionally, when it has 
seemed relevant to the subject, we have included data from pro­
grams that were not yet operational or had already closed ~t the 
time of our study. Inevitably, our decisions about which programs 
to tabulate are somewhat arbitrary and reflect a shifting perspective 
on what is essentially a developing phenomenon. However, what 
follows is a first imprecise sketch. 

Where are the child advocacy programs? There does 
not seem to be a significant geographic pattern in the distribution 
of these programs. Thirty-four states have at least one child ad­
vocacy program and some have as many as twelve. In general the 
more densely populated states and states with a tradition of interest 
and concern for social welfare have more programs, as might be 
expected. Child advocacy is unquestionably an urban phenomenon. 
Excluding national programs, less than 10 percent of the programs 
are located in rural areas and approximately two-thirds are in major 
urban centers. 

H?w long ltave these pl'ograms heen in operation? At 
the tlme of our study, there were 103 reported programs in opera-

T 14 Memorandum from Bob Audette, Citizen Advocacy Pilot Project, Nashville, 
ennessee, January 14, 1972, pp. 5-6. (Mimeographed.) 
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tion.l1 Of the thirteen programs ~hat were not in operation, four 
had just heen rejected by HEW or were actively seeking funds; 
$even were in the planning or preoperational stage; aJ;ld two were 
dosed (Child Care Advocate of the Massachusetts Department of 
Mental Health and the Citizen Advocacy Progral,n of Tennessee).12 

Child advocacy, in its present form and in the light of present 
criteria, is a recent phenomenon. Among the 102 operational Rro­
grams that provided us with data regarding length of time in oper­
ation. as of April 1, 1972, 47 percent had been in operation 10r less 
than one year, and only 18 p.ercent had been in operation for three 
or more yeal:'s. 

What kinds of J;lroble1filS are these programs concerned 
with? For the most part pi'cblems are defined ~n global terms, 
Respondents described the situations to be con'ected by child ad­
vocacy projects in the same terms that critics 01 service delivery 
l.lsed in the endy 1960s. These situations included (1) quantitative 
and qualitative inadequacies in availahle services, (2) inaccessibility 
of services, (3:) hwk ot consumer information regarding available 
services, (4) lack of information about the need for services and the 
adequacy of exhlting resources (a necessary basis for planning), (5) 
fragmentation of services, and (6) unresponsiveness of existing ser~ 
vice clelivery systems to cons1,lmers' net;lds. 

The problems identified by individual programs ranged from "any 
and aU problems affecting child development," "protecting the 
rights of children," and "l'aci!:lm and poverty" to relatively specific 
oues, such as delint,plency, retardatiou, drug abuse, lack of health 
and nutritional services, high truancy rate, the need to determine 
priorities, and unresponsiveness of schools, health services, and 
courts to children~"needs. 

What UJ;lprolt,tohes do chlld advocMY. programs use to 
solve these problems? We have informahon on program con· 
tent for lO~ operational programs. Conventional wisdom to the 
contrarYI more than haH the programs have both direct service and 
social action components. However, Inany of these programs Rre 
fairly neW' community-ha!:led programs that display no clear con­
sensus about what constitutes either direct service or social action. 
Therefore, it is impossible to rench any definite conclusions about 
the halahce of these two components in programs or whether the 

1.1 Of cOl,lrse there have been ~omo changes; !I new round o£ federnl funding began 
in July 1972" 

11 Appendix B lists the projects, classified by state, thnt were in ollerntion lit the 
time of our study. 
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combination is viable in all respects. There were discrepancies in 
this regard between what some programs stated on their question­
naires and what we observed during the field study. Generally, how­
ever, community-based programs tended to provide more direct 
service in practice than they indicated on the questionnaire. A 
pa.rtial explanation for this may be that many community-based 
programs discovered that they had to provide .extensive direct ser­
vices to gain credibility in the community, although this was neither 
~heir explicit function nor the funding sourcels preference. 

At the state and national levels a numher of agencies that engage 
in class advocacy also have admini~trative responEiihility for various 
types of direct service programs. But, again, we have conflicting 
informatiQn! some project directors state clearly that they do not 
combine these functions because of potential conflict of interest; 
others indicate that by comhining program components, they gain 
the credibility necessary to engage in social action. We should also 
note that we discovered several voluntary programs (operating at 
dUIerent levels) that were fOl'ced. to underplay their social action 
function, especially with regard to lobbying activities, for fear of 
losing their tax-exempt status. 

What is the geogJ,'apbic aJ,'ea served by these programs? 
'She neighbo:rhood is the single target area addressed hy the largest 
number of prograt);i.i; we contacted. Almost one-third, which tended 
to be in large cities or metropolitan areas, stated that the neighbor­
hood was their primary target area. Thirty-eight percent of 
the programs specified either city or county (in equal numbers). 
However, the t;ities they served tended to be small, and a large per­
centage of the counties were rural areas that were viewed as "catch­
ment areas" and had a Hcommunity" identity. Twenty percent of 
the programs defined the state as their target area, and 12 percent 
said the nation. 

In general, the funding source seem!:l to be the critical variable 
in determining whether programs are local, state, or county based, 
For the most pllrt, the federal government has funded neighborhood 
or rural catchment area programs, bypassing traditional intermediate 
governmental levels; the states. have funded state or county-based 
programs, working within formal, traditional governmental struc. 
tUres or operating units. 

Who arc the consumers or clients? More than 90 percent 
of the programs stated that their target popUlations included children 
and their families, rather than children only. Programs that are 
caIIed "child" advocacy practice "family" advocacy. The majority 
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of programs that address children only are youth programs in which 
the conflict of interest between children and their parents is readily 
apparent or even exaggerated, given the auspices and the problems 
of the population involved. 

Conclusions as to whether programs focus on all children or on a 
special group of children are more difficult to arrive at: Are 
they universal or selective programs (for all children or for the 
poor) ? Are they directed toward all problems of children or toward 
specific categories of disability? Well over half the programs focus 
on all children, and the remainder are equally divided between those 
that focus on a special socioeconomic or age group and those that 
focus on categorical problems such as delinquency, mental illness, 
retardation, institutionalization, and the like. There is also unde­
fined overlapping: e.g., a delinquency prevenc:.on ·program that is 
located in a poverty area. Perhaps most interesting is the increase 
in programs under the child advocacy label that address categories 
of social problems-in contrast with traditional child welfare pro­
grams, which often address categories of perllonal handicap. The 
overall tendency seems to be toward a more universal approach to 
service delivery, with priority given to clients in poverty areas. 

Who sponsors and who funds the programs? Excluding 
national organizations, most of the programs are operated under 
public auspices, with the federal government as the primary source 
of funding. Forty-six programs-almost half of the ninety-six that 
responded to this question-are operated under public auspices and 
more than one-third are under voluntary auspices. 

The responses to this question were somewhat confused, however. 
Some publicly funded and administered programs described them­
selves as "voluntary," perhaps in recognition of the role of citizen 
boards. This confusion is not idiosyncratic: many publicly funded 
antipoverty corporations throughout the country are uncertain 
whether they should be rl;lgarded as part of the public sector or the 
voluntary sector-or as a new category of agency. 

On the funding question, more than two-thirds of the programs 
(including national programs) that responded are supported 
totally or in part by public lunds (one-third, federal funds only; 20 
percent, partially federal funds; and 14 percent, state funds). Of 
the remaining programs, 27 percent are supported solely by volun­
tary ·funds, and the rest are non-tax-exempt organizations financed 
by membership contributions. 

'Who determines policy? To whom are programFl ac· 
countable? We asked several questions about program poHcy: 
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How is policy determined? By whom? To whom are policy-makers 
accountable? How is this implemented? 

Advocacy is often innovative and can be adversarial. Therefore 
its decidion structure seemed important. But the responses we re: 
ceived to our questionnaire raised 'more questions than they an­
swered. For example, we asked respondents how conflicts were re­
solved in the agency with regard to the practice of child advocacy (as 
defined by the agency). Few answered, but amonO' those who did 
" 1'" h 0, agency po ICy was t e most frequent response. Only five stated 
that "consumer preference" alone was the determining factor when 
there were issues to resolve. Only nine programs cited "professional 
ethics" 'as the point of reference. . 
. Although sever~l of the community-based programs (the largest 

smgle category) mclude consumer-client representatives on their 
boards, many of these boards are either not yet functioning or, if 
functioning, play only a limited role in policy determination. We 
rel:ognize that this may be related to the short time many of these 
programs have been in operation; however, it is a matter of some 
concern. Most state-based programs have been unable to incorpo­
rate consumer representatives on their boards and therefore con­
tinue to operate in traditional fashion. 

Since almos~ all p;og.rams ultimately depend on the funding 
~I~urce f~r theIr con~mu~ty, the pat~ern of responsibility resting 
WIth a hIgher authOrIty IS further remforced. - Many of the com­
~~nity-based programs are funded by the federal government; thus 
It IS the government that ultimately controls these programs. Con­
sequently, the hoard's role is far more limited than in traditional 
voluntary programs, in which the board has sole control of the 
funding. As a result, the programs most likely to have consumers 
,participating in policy determination view this function in circum­
:lcribed terms, which further limits consumer input. In general, 
Implementing consumer participation in policy and planning con­
tinues to be difficult for many programs at all levels. 

Considering the extensive diSCUSSIons in the literature and else­
w~ere about services meeting the needs of recipients and programs 
hlemg accountable to their consumers, there is little relevant experi­
el\ce' .currently availahle in the field. Our study posed specific 
quest:ons related to this issue. In our questionnaires and interviews 
WEI trIed to clarify conceptions of accountability and explore how 
ac\~ountability is implemented. For example, how does a social 
wO,rker ~n ,a ~ase detennine whether he should take an advocacy 
sta.nce VIs-a-VIS a health center, school, or housing department? 
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How does a lobbyist choose his stance? We also assumed that case 
advocacy projects would be preoccupied with the following issue: 
When does one decide to challenge the institu.tion? And who in 
the program is accountable and to whom in makimg this decision? 

Neither questionnaires nor interviews provided data on what 
occurs in the practice of advocacy, despite our specific questi6n. 
Although some interviewees developed theories about the matter 
when asked, no one brought up the issue spontaneously. To the ex­
tent that there was some concern about accountability, program di­
rectors apparently assumed that if their staff was indigenous or the 
board was composed of community representatives, accountability 
was automatically integral to the program. An interesting phe­
nomenon which has implications for this whole issue is that when 
programs lacked functioning boards, staff determined policy and 
monitored their own activities. 

It is also interesting that accountability is no better assured in the 
more "radical" programs or in programs that focus on legal rights 
and their affirmation than it is in the more traditional social agencies. 
A family service agency may assume, as such agencies have assumed 
for almost a century, tha~. a board .composed of advantaged com­
munity members has the perspective and! disinterest to make sound 
:::ecisions on advocacy. A nationally re.cognized civil rights leader 
may not hesitate to make aU the decisions himself, since he assumes 
that his judgments about priorities are correct. Critics refer to 
these assumptions as illustrations of "ditism" from the center and 
the left. 

Who are the child advocates? Among the ninety question­
naire responses dealing with staff (excluding national agencies), 
five programs reported that they did not have paid staffs. Paid 
staffs range in size from one (the Massachusetts Child Advocate) 
to thirty (a 4-C program), but most programs have small staffs. 
More than two-thirds of the programs have staffs of less than ten 
people, including clerical help; only ten programs have staffs of 
more than twenty. 

Almost half the programs use volunteers. Although there seems 
to be no relationship between the use of volunteers and other staff, 
organizational, or program variables, the incidence of using volun­
teers is an interesting phenomenon and often characterizes advocacy. 
Several kinds of programs place heavy emphasis on the use of vol­
unteers. For example, Citizen Advocacy Programs, a rapidly ex­
panding network, believe that only volunteers can be totally account­
able to the programs' clients. 
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For the most part, staff in community-based programs are classi­
fied by questionnaire respondents as paraprofessionals who are 
community residents. In contrast, the staffs in state programs are 
overwhelmingly classified as professional. However, since we did 
not define professional and paraprofessional in our questionnaire, 
subsequent probing revealed that these responses were neither 
precise nor consistent. During our experience in the field, we found 
ihat these terms are used interchangeably. For example, to indicate 
the existence of a pro£essional director, anybody with a BA degree 
may be defined as a professional. To establish the presence of a 
paraprofessional and indigenous staff, any black or other ethnic 
minority staff member may be described as a paraprofessional, what­
ever his educational background. 

Well over two-thirds of the programs report that they either have 
no training program or conduct an agency-based program. Pro­
gram directors strongly emphasize that if advocacy is to beco:me an 
effective activity, more training and training resources are needed 
both for paid staff and citizen volunteers. 

STIRRINGS IN CHILD ADVOCACY 

There are several recent program developments related to child 
advocacy. Most of them are still in the planning stages and have 
no ongoing funding, but they indicate the type of thinking that is 
taking place in this field. (Our data come from proposals, inter­
views, and observation.) 

In several areas of the country, professionals from different 01'­

ganizations have formed loose coalitions around children's issues. 
In Massachusetts, for example, a group that had been meeting to 
discuss the problem of implementing a funding program for special 
education for emotionally disturbed children decided to form the 
Coalition for Children as a state-wide lobbying and monitoring 
group on children's behalf. Similarly, a group of professionals in 
Colorado who had been discussing the issue of runaway children 
decided to form the Child Advocacy Coalition and subsequently 
obtained a planning grant from NIMH to develop a plan for a state­
wide system of child advocacy. Both groups are working actively 
to involve citizen and consumer groups in their activities, but they 
are primarily composed of mental health professionals who want to 
move into social action and devise new solutions to the problem of 
inadequate children's services. 

I\'~ 
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Another approach is suggested by the Southeast Caucus Gil Child 
Advocacy (SECCA), a loose coalition organized in the spring (If 
1972 by some people attending a national conference of the Day 
Care and Child Development Council of America. SECCA's purpose 
is to monitor the activities of OCD's regional offiGe and to strengthen 
OCD's capacity to act as an a,dvocate for children. The group is . 
concerned, for example, about OCD's lack of coordinated fmMing 
and wants the regional office to establish centralized information 
and procedures for funding applications. In addition, the group 
feels that OCD should act as an information resource and exchange 
center and provide technical assistance to local community groups. 
At the time of our visit, SECCA had held only one meeting with 
OCp, so it is difficult to predict how effective this approach will be. 
However, this focus on OCD's regional office is an innovat.ive ap· 
proach to advocacy with federal agencies. . 

A large amount of activity has been taking place in relation to 
students' rights and to children's rights in general. An OEO-funded 
project at the Harvard Center for Educational Policy Research, for 
example, recently completed a major study of consumer protection 
in public education. As a result of its research, the project has 
proposed two models of consumer protection that warrant extensive 
experimentation: (1) some form of "administrative critic" within 
the schoof to receive complaints on policy implementation, deter· 
mine the' ~alidity of the complaints, and make public its findhlgs 
and (2) an attorney who specializes in education and a staff of para. 
legal professionals, located in a neighborhood legal service office, to 
act as advocates with the school system and provide court represen· 
tation when necessary, for individual children and their families. 
Th~ Harvard group has also proposed a national children's de· 

fense fund, which would engage in class action and utilize research 
and educational techniques to focus attention on the problems en· 
countered by consumers of cbBd care services. Others, at the Har· 
vard Center on Law and Education, are currently investigating the 
feasibility of establishing such a program to focus attention on the 
issue of children's rights. Similar plans are underway in Cali· 
fornia to establish a children's defense fund for the Monterey area. 

All these proposals seek to develop the concept of children's 
rights through a combination of muckraking) monitoring, policy 
development, and litigation. The Gourt is viewed as providing the 
ultimate sanction to guarantee such :rights, but proponents of these 
ideas consider legal action a.s. only one means of effecting desired 2' 
change. Because similar strategies have been used, for example, ~.1 
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to develop the concept of civil rights, it seems likely that the chil­
dren's defense fund idea may produce significant results. 

Finally, an example of adding an advocacy function to a tradi­
tional case agency is provided by the Family Court in New York 
State. In June 1972, following the publication of a report by the 
Family Court's Committee for Mental Health Services, the Office 
ofChiIdren's Services was established within the Judicial Conference 
(a state administrative unit) as a potential solution to ope of the 
major problems confronting family courts: the lack of adequate 
placement resources for children brought before the court. The 
committee's report specifically concluded that although the total 
number of children for whom placement is sought has decreased in 
recent years, the number of severely disturbed children brought 
before the court has increased at a time when placement resources 
for these children have decreased. In addition the court lacks 
adequate information about available resources and the reasons for 
the decrease in placement resources. The committee also concluded 
that there is much discrimination in the voluntary child care system 
and that adequate resources will never be provided unless decisive 
action is taken. 

Thus the function of the Office of Children's Services is to develop 
an adequate information system about the kind of children coming 
before the courts and the quality and quantity of resources available 
to them, establish guidelines for the admission of children to public 
~hd voluntary institutions, monitor implementation of these guide­
lines to ensure equal protection and equality of treatment for all 
children, make recommendations concerning puhlic funding to as­
sure .that guidelines are effective and that dispositions mad~ by the 
FamIly Court arc appropriate, and report regularly on these issues 
to the Judicial Conference, the governor, and the legis!ature. 

The Office of Children's Services is a relatively small program, 
funded by grants from the Law Enforcement Administration Agency, 
the Judicial Conference, and a private foundation. It is ultimately 
accountable to the Judicial Conference's administrative board, but 
has a policy board composed of four Family Court judges. The 
program plans to hire a professional staff of three: and to make ex­
tensive use of volunteers and students. For the first year, the pro­
gram will be limited to New York City, but it will later be expanded 
to encompass the entire state . 
. Although the Office of Children's Services has legal sanction for 
It activities, it will use· the courts as a change agent only as a last 
resort. Its primary function is class advocacy, so the staff will use 
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a variety of strategies, similar in many respects to those used by 
state committees on children and youth. The office should have 
strong political clout because it is based in the Judicial Conference 
and has recourse to the courts to enforce guidelines. Although a 
number of advocacy programs use the courts either as an o~ject 
or an agent of change, this is the first program that attempts to 
operate from a court base. 

SUMMARY 

In brief, child advocacy programs report that they are involved in 
activities such as information and referral; counseling; assisting 
families with a wide range of problems; legal representation of 
families and children; efforts to "divert" delinquents from antisocial 
patterns; efforts to reform or improve schools, health programs, and 
the like; community action to improve neighborhoods or influence j , 
agencies or authorities; planning, coordination, and service initiation; I ' 
and grievance procedures. Obviously there is a need to clarify 1 
whether all or some of these activities are advocacy Or whether they 1 
are activities that can support an advocacy component. 1 i 

At this point the picture may be summed up as follows: Child I J 
advocacy, in its initial and most undefined and unstandardized l\~; 
period, is a nationally distribu,' ted, urban, small-scale, recent develop- b, \, 

ment. Programs tend to cluster at either the state level (with state 1 
funding) or at the community level (with federal funding). They , 
operate primarily under public auspices and, to a lesser extent, mixed 
auspices. The programs encompass both the provision of direct 
service and social action, with various degrees of emphasis. Most 
serve both children and their families, rather than just children. 
A few, especially those that focus on youths, distinguish between 
the interests of children and their parents and may even recognize 
a degree of conflict of interest. Programs are about equally divided 
between serving all children or a special group of children and 
families, such as the poor, minority, handicapped, delinquent, or 
specific age group. 

'The role of advocate, for which no special trairling tends to be 
provided, is not precisely defined and is therefore not assigned to 
any specific personnel. Advocacy activities are carried out by 
boards, administrators, staffs, clients, and volunteers. Staffs ap­
pear to predominate in the advocate role and the staff categories 
include both professionals and paraprofessionals. Although !ndig· 
enous paraprofessionals predominate among staffs, the terms pro-
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lessional and paraprofessional are used so loosely {often to suit 
funding-source requirements} that no valid conclusion can be 
reached with regard to the qualifications of most paid personnel. 

In response to questions about policy formulation, most respon­
dents view final decisions regarding program policy as the prerog­
ative of agency executives and boards. Final decisions about 
whether to continue programs are seen as the function of either the 
funding agency alone or that of the funding agency in conjunction 
with the executive and the board. Although much is said about the 
need to make service systems responsive to consumers, account­
ability, at an operational level, appears to be implemented upward 
in traditional hierarchical fashion. 

The most distinct characteristic of child advocacy programs (as 
displayed in questionnaires and interviews) is the concern about 
service delivery systems. This emphasis derives from a neW per­
spective on child development which differs from that of traditional 
child welfare programs. All child advocacy programs seem to adopt 
the orientatjon that-in addition to the family-schools, hospitals, 
courts, neighborhoods, the mass media, and other institutions which 
affect children are crucial determinants in child development. 
(This orientation is sometimes caned an "ecological" or a "systems" 
approach.) 

This has been said before, but child advocacy programs, when 
authentic, try to live by it. They consider it essential that efforts 
be made to enhance transactions not only between children and their 
families, but between children and families on the one hand and the 
various service systems that impin~e on their lives on the other. 
Related to this perspective is the h:elief expressed by most child ad­
vocacy programs that certain services are essential for healthy child 
development and therefore must be made available to aU as a matter 
of right. And because the focus is on rights and entitlements it is 
vital to make these service systems more accountable to consu~ers. 
" These programs are "young," and their rhetoric i1~evitably out­

dIstances. both theoretical underpinnings and prf1l'tLe. They are 
also enthusiastic-often admi.nistered by new "conv~jrts" to this field 
of action. Therefore they often do not realize ~hat 'what they are 
fi?dingout about children's' programs is wJ;~t many cons~m~rs 
dIscovered about social services five 'or ten v~ars ago. And bec(!.J.'.se 
they are a mixed group of programs ihnf combine those who are 
searc?ing for the authentic and new with those who are along for 

. the nde or the funds, they underst~\Ddably are perceived by their 
publics in a variety of ways. 

-



3. A Proposed Focus for Child Advocacy 
" --

So many different kinds of things can be found in programs desig­
nated "child advocacy" that the term.'s usefulness may indeed be 
questioned! In fact, two months after our study began, we con­
sidered the conclusion that child advocacy was merely another cate­
gorical funding device and that its prospects for coherence and ac­
complishment were poor. If anything, we thought, one should be 
suspicious of those who accepted its resources. How could any 
sound or significant results be derived from so wide a range of pro­
grams and so confused a series of funding rationales? 

Subsequent developm.ents have changed our minds, however. 
Examination of programs and discussions with their participants 
show that new and useful things are being done in the name of 
child advocacy, and perhaps even greater things can be accom­
plished if it proves possible to capture, communicate, and enhance 
the new child advocacy perspective. 

This will first require a choice between one of two possible ways 
to delineate the domain: 

1. Given the diversity of things HOW carried out under the 
heading "child advocacy," the term could be allowed to become 
synonymous with child welfare or the field of services to children. 
There are strong tendencies in this direction. i 

This would not be a bad decision. It would be consistent with 
much of the literature on advocacy in the children's field and with 
many of the activities being promoted or funded. Advocacy would 
encompass everything that is good for children: redressing priorities, 
discovering and dramatizing needs, planning, coordinating, assuring 
service integration, implementing service accountability, and so on. 

Such an approach to advocacy would mean: "Don't worry too 
much about conceptual order or institutional structures. Let every-
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body who wishes to do so march behind these banners, as long as 
his primary concern is children." 

If this choice is made, child advocacy should he recognized 
basically as a repackaging of an old field's components for the pur­
pose of increasing a sense of accountability and adopting some of 
the persistence and activism that has brought about expansion and 
improvement in other fields. Expectations should be within this 
framework. Funding bodies, professional groups, and educators 
should end their search for specificity and clear identification of 
process and technique. Child advocacy as a "field" would encom­
pass too much for that. 

2. We recommend another approach. Examining what is now 
occurring nationally under the banner of child advocacy, we find a 
core of organized or organizable activity that is unique and contin­
uous ~ith the advocacy identified elsewhere in social welfare. Sys­
t~matIc developmf:nt of such activity in the future promises con­
s~derable payoff flJr families and children. This approach may be 
eIther better or worse than the sum total of other activities in the 
children's field, but it is identifiable and requires its own clarification 
and implementation. It captures the preoccupation with rights and 
accountability, th~ self-dedication to persistence, and the readiness 
to ask citizen volunteers and staff members to make a somewhat more 
activist commitment to children than has characterized most pro­
gra;ns, whet~er they involve direct services or lobbying and social 
actIOn. ThIS somewhat more focused activity, which might be 
thought of as child advocacy, is a special function within society. 
It deals lars:ely but not solely with the social sector per se, and it is 
defined as tntervention on behalf of children in relation to those 
services and institutions that impinge on their lives. 

The second alternative offers greater promise for continuous im­
pact on the gaps, defects, problems, nnd inequities in service that 
cu~rently appear to undermine much that society offers families and 
chIldren. Thus it is the choice to which our explorations have led 
~s. This approach to child advocacy calls for an organized func­
tlo~;. for ide~tificatio~ of structures, methods and processes; for 
traI~mg; ~or mtroducmg new ways of working into old roles; and 
for l~ventmg ~ew.service :oles. We believe that the first approach is 
too dIffuse to mspue ongomg reform and can readily become merely 
a ~ay of using new words for old things. To call all services to 
chIldren child advocacy might energize the children's field briefly, 
hut people would soon 'note that the lack of a specific mission and 
channels of implementation precluded any long-range difference. 
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The distinction between the two alternatives and our reasons for 
choosing the second are not readily grasped witho~t s~~e. elabora­
tion. In Chapter 1, it was pointed out that the chIld ImtIally was 
lJonsidered valuable property; no one could interfere with the parent­
child relationship or parental rights. Later, under limited anet. 
specific circumstances, the state. might intervene in t?e family (.or 
when the family ceased to functIon) to protect the chIld for a brIef 
period or even until his .adulthood. Child advocacy may be inter­
preted as a next step: Because so many conditions and requirem~n~s 
are necessary for satisfactory child development an~ b~ca?se .It IS 
so difficult for children and parents to cope alone wIth mstltutiOnal 
structures on which their lives depend, some provision is now evolv­
ing for intervention on behalf of families and children into or in rela­
tion to these institutional structures. 

The personal helping services place muc? of t?ei~ ?mphasi~ o~ 
interpersonal relationships. They often faClht.ate mdlVldual ad~us:­
ment vis-ii-vis institutional l·equirements. Chlld advocacy, as It IS 
evolving in the best programs, shifts the focus t? the individ.ual'.s 
transactions with institutions and to the transactIOns among mstl­
tutions with reference to the interests of specific individuals or 
classes of people. For child advocates the major institutional sys­
tems are health, education, welfare, the courts and correctional sys­
tems, and child care agencies. The purpose of shifting the fo?u~. to 
these and other institutions is not to remove parental responslblhty 
or undermine parental competence. The latter are built on and 
enhanced when possible, and help is given only if reque~ted and 
appropriate. Child advocacy begins when parent a.nd chIld need 
help or at least cooperation from school.s, health S?rVICeS, and other 
critical institutions with which the famIly comes mto close contact 
in the modern world, but that cooperation does not evolve normally 
or in response to what individuals request. 

The concept is difficult to grasp. People ask: "Isn't studying 
'needs' advocacy?" "Isn't planning advocacy?" "How about edu­
cating parents; wouldn't that be real advocacy?" Thus it is not s~r­
prising that the J oint Commi~sion on ~1~ntal ~ealth of Child.ren .m­
cluded all conceivable planmng, allmlmstratlOn, and coordmatIon 
functions, as well as lobbying, monitoring, and service delivery on 
its child advocacy lists. 

We suggest that the following is critical to the concept: Some­
times to change or bend institutional networks so that they serve 
child;en better, the target of advocacy must be the planning system, 
the budget, the nature of the service arrangements, or any other 
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service or administrative functions. Any function, process, method, 
or structure may be the target of advocacy at some time, but that 
does not mean that all functions, methods, and structures are syn­
onymous with advocacy. Sometimes they become the vehicles for 
carrying out advocacy: e.g., budgeting is used to change the system's 
responsiveness or priorities, direct ;casework service is used to pre­
pare a client to cope with a problem in an institution, coordinating 
devices are used to alter an agency's concept of its responsibility, 
referral is used to compel a referral agency to reconsider its criteria 
for client selection. 

Anything in social welfare, and thus anything in the children's 
field, can be the target of advocacy or the vehicle for advocacy. 
For this reason one could say that child welfare is advocacy. But 
this would hardly be a useful approach, although some people think 
it is. What also exists is a search for devices, targets, methods, 
rationales, and sanctions to make programs and services more re­
sponsive and available to individual (or categories of) families or 
children who have turned to them without success or cannot use the 
services in their present forms. It is these undertakings that are 
unique and require identification and support. 

The "institutions" that are advocacy's targets, then, are not always 
the entire systems: e.g., schools, clinics, or courts. Sometimes the 
"institutions" are the processes: e.g., planning, coordination, ad­
ministration, budgeting, and the like or casework, group work, or 
psychotherapy. Sometimes they are the professional cadres: e.g., 
doctors, social workers, police, judges, and agency staff. The "in­
tervention" may be adversarial, but it may also be benign-deriving 
its support from value consensus and the ability to draw on widely 
accepted knoVlledge and concepts of rights. The "action" or "inter­
vention" in our definition of advocacy therefore includes (but is not 
limited to) help, support, suggestion, education, pressure, demands, 
confrontntions, and legal action. 

The key factor that defines advocacy, then, is not the target: i.e., 
the service, administrative process, institution, or personnel. It is 
the concept that individual children or parents, categories of chil­
dren and parents, or all children and parents have specific rights and 
needs and that prevailing eircumstances require that they be given 
support to assure their access to entitlements, benefits, and services. 
Such support may involve making individual practitioners or agen­
cies more responsive in specific instances or seeking larger system 
changes that will affect classes of individuals over time. 

Why is it insufficient to expect that Congress and the presid-ant 
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d f " ts" will set program norms and enact soun programs a ter exper 
tell them what children need? Why is it insufficient to inform 
parents and let them· advise public officials? First, because rights 
evolve change and are affirmed and challenged many times before 
they ~re enac:ed and establIshed,. and profes~ional. expertise and' 
pronouncements are not automatIcally actualIzed In every com­
munity. Second, because values and preferences playa major role 
in all public decision"making and the groups affected must be heard. 
Few decisions in the human services derive from science and tech­
nology alone. Third, because government in the Uni.ted States is 
a constant process of balancing, correcting, and .chec~.:n~.. We de­
pend on delicate interaction among the exe~u~IVe! JudICIary, and 
legislative branches, with power frequently shlftmg from one. t~ t?e 
other, to formulate our policies and programs. And a multlplIclty 
of interest groups interacts with these formal branches of government 
in attempting to define the public interest. Child advocacy may be 
the way of assuring that children are adequately represented as such 
interest groups play their parts. Child advocacy is more, however, 
since its objectives sometimes involve the individual child and his 
personal needs, rather than public policy. 

CIDLD ADVOCACY AND CIDLD WELFARE 

At the beginning of this chapter, we considered the wisdom of 
using the term child advocacy relatively loosely, not only to cover 
all things done on behalf of children, but to express a new sense ~f 
accountability and persistence. We have noW developed the POSI­
tion that something even more useful and focused can be detected 
in many of the child advocacy programs v:e studied, a~d we ~ave 
recommended that child advocacy be conSIdered a speClfic, umque 
societal function that can be developed, tested, planned, and struc-
tured. 

If the children's field in general ilhould not be called child ad~o-
cacy, how should the relationships be~ween child advocacy a?d chIld 
welfare be conceived? The answer IS more than a semantIc game 
because it affects organizations and programs on several govern­
mental levels. 

Child welfare in the sense of a children's field, does have a broader 
connotation tha~ includes the child arl.vocacy function-if one takes 
a historical perspective or reviews "position statem~nts.". ~ut child 
welfare also has another, frequently used connotatIOn: It IS a spe­
cific, limited subsector of the childr~n's field that includes. several 
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characteristic methods, such as protective services. Our perspective 
on child advocacy is further clarified if it is contrasted with this 
narrower, but obviously important and quite prevalent concept of 
child welfare. 

To KaduGhin child welfare in its n&rrower sense "is concerned. 
with .•• a particular kind of social problem-·the parent-child rela­
tionship net\vork and the enactment and implementation of parental 
roles and chUd roles." 1 Because of their concern with this problem, 
child welfare services undertake various types of intervention into 
the parent-child relationship network and are customarily classified 
as supportive ot., supplementary to, or substitutes for family life. 
For exainple, as supportive services, child welfare agencies generally 
offer programs such as individual and family counseling, group 
treatment, and parent education. Supplementary programs often 
include homemaker service, day care, and summer camps. Substi­
tute care programs for children who must be removed from their 
own homes usually include adoption and foster home services, as well 
as group homes, residential treatment centers, and children's institu­
tions. Most of these services are provided by social work profession­
als and paraprofessionals, using consultants from other disciplines, 
and their efforts are directed almost entirely toward helping indi­
vidual children and their families. 

We have noted that child advocacy is based on the premise that 
society has an obligation parallel to that of parents-i.e., to provide 
adequately for children's welfare. Advocacy derives from the view 
that a division of labor is developing between what is parental and 
what is societal guarantee. Since social services are frequently un­
responsive to children's needs, special personnel or agencies should 
be developed to enhance transactions between children and various 
social institutions. Whereas child welfare agencies and child pro­
tective services seek children's welfare by intervening in the parent­
child relationship or by substituting for it, child advocacy intervenes 
Into the larger social environment and those institutions that impinge 
on children's lives. Child welfare services may be viewed as social 
benefits provided to children with special problems, whereas child 
advocacy assumes that child welfare services too need systematic 
monitoring. However, the picture is complicated and definitions 
are confused because some child welfare services have comfortably 
added child advocacy to their other functions. 

Some child welfare workers do engage in what is now recognized 

1 Alfred Kadllshin, Child Welfare Services (New York: Macmillan Co., 1967), 
p.25. 
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as advocacy on behalf of their clients, usually with the goal of ob­
taining whatever service is necessary to achieve the primary goal 
of strengthening or altering the family system. Some child welfare 
agencies also engage in limited forms of legislative lobbying, but 
this activity is usually cal'ried out at the administrative level and is, 
often viewed as secondary to the agency's major function of pro­
viding individual services. In short, advocacy may appear within 
child welfare practice as a case service or in child welfare agencies 
as an administrative function. 

Thus child advocacy may be found in child welfare service pro­
grams, as well as education, health, nutrjt.ipn, and delinquency 
programs or information and J,}ferral agencies. It may be found 
in agencies that offer direct serV1ci'.!S and in those that do not. When 
child advocacy programs include provision of individual services, 
their unique strategy is to intervene with other systems on behalf of 
children, in contrast to the characteristic practices of child welfare. 
Finally, it should be noted that, so far, child advocacy seems to be 
more of an inl:erdisciplinary endeavor than child welfare and in­
volves a greater proportion of staff members who are paraprofes­
sionals and consumers of service. It also defines children as an 
interest group 1Il1Ore often than child welfare does. 

In a recent publication, the Child Welfare League of America 
called for a "national prl()gram to achieve comprehensive child wel­
fare services of high quaIity in every community-universally avail­
able and equally ~lccessible to all children and parents as their legally 
enforceable right •... " ~ The idea that all children have certain 
rights and that so,ciety is, obligated to meet their needs adequately is 
intrinsic to child advocalcy. The Child Welfare League's pronounce­
ments also broadeln the Iconcept of child welfare services beyond the 
traditional supportive, supplementary, and substitute care to include 
preventive services: ( deflned as social action to ensure conditions that 
promote healthy child dlevelopment and early case-finding and inter­
vention), regulation of agencies and facilities, and ciJmmunity plan­
ning of services for Ichildren and pan'nts. 

These perspectivtls and the increasing number of child welfare 
services that apparel1tly incorporate advocacy activities bring child 
welfare and advocacy closer together. There cam and will be no 
monopoly, however,because even the broadest definition will not 
lead child welfare agencies into ongoing relations with all other 

I A National Program lor Comprehensive Child Welfare SeTllices (New York: 
Child Welfare League of America, 1971), p. 1. 
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institutional systems that remain critical arenas for children and 
families-e.g., welfare, schools, health, social insurance taxes .. . , , 
housmg, recreatIon-and because whatever child welfare does, 
other institutional systems and social groups may also respond to 
the new concern about children's needs and rights. 

In the remainder of this chapter, the rationale for our position is 
expanded and our concept of child advocacy is elaborated. We will 
then be able to return t<;l our survey of what is occurring nationally 
and order the data conceptually in a number of ways. Given a point 
of view about advocacy, it is useful to get quite specific: For exam­
ple, how does advocacy begin? What are its major levels of inter­
vention? On what does it focus? What are its potential settings? 
How are lay and professional adv~cacy roles structured? In other 
words, how is advocacy developing and what are its possibilities? 

. But first the issues of goal choice and sanction require attention. 

THE SANCTION TO ADVOCATE 

A responsible practitioner does not take an adversarial stance with­
o~t consider~ng :vhether it is justified. He'does not seek change 
WIthout considermg whether h~ has the right to do so. -

Child advocacy requires sanction. The legal advocate in any 
domain is guided by constitutional guarantees, statutory provisions, 
and administrative precedents. To the extent that these exist with 
reference to services for children, child advocacy too has legal 
sanction for its undertakings. But the issue of sanction is an im­
portant one for child advocacy precisely because constitutional 
precedents, statutory provisions, and administrative practices are 
relatively incomplete or conflict with one another. 

The problem of sanction may not seem important initially: Why 
should it be necessary to establish one's right to improve services 
for children or assure program accountability? However, the issue 
becomes clearer after brief consideration. The child advocate inter­
venes into institutions. When, by his definition, an institution does 
not adequately respond to a need or a request for service, he may 
attempt to make it adapt its approach, become more flexible, or issue 
a larger grant.~depending on the requirements of the casco Or he 
may attempt to get budget allocations reviewed, new programs 
s~rted, personnel increased or replaced, control of programs reas­
Signed, and so on. In short, substantial changes may be sought or 
dema~ded in the way prOfessionals work, resources are deployed, or 
orgamzations make their decisions. The child advocate questions 
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the existing patterns of professional discretion, administrative deci­
sion-making, and institutional operation. He challenges, interferes 
in, or demands c4ange when-on the face of it-no one is necessarily 
departing from preceder.lt, standard practice, or mission. In other 
words, the advocate can be a gadfly, a problem, and a nuisance., 

Thus the issues of sanction, right to intervene, and reference 
points in choosing targets must be faced in child advocacy because 
a practitioner, a citizen, or an organization (with either public or 
voluntary funding) is challenging the domain of other practitioners, 
citizens, and organizati.ons (which are also funded and probably 
have a statutory and administrative base) . A sense of responsibility 
and community solidarity demands that child advocacy carefully 
consider its interventions and its right to intervene. Pr.eoccupation 
with the right to intervene need not be excessively prohibitive if a 
"rule" <;an be found for making decisions on the issue: i.e., how is 
the right to advocate validated? .. ' 

If there is a clear-cut legal right to an entitlement (e.g., social 
security benefits) or a specific set:vice (e.g., schooling for a mentally 
retarded child or protective services for the child who is allegedly 
physically abused), the child adv9cacy group's or practitioner's 
sanction to act is clear cut. In this sense we refer to justiciable rights: 
i.e., legislatively specified benefits lor which administrative discretion 
is quite circumscribed and which can be adjudicated in the courts 
when administrative agencies do not deliver. The goal of advocacy 
then is to monitor pracltice to determine whether rights are being 
realized, take complaints, or discover inadequate responses in the 
course of working with cases. Requests, mediation, and legal action 
may be necessary to achieve appropriate remedies. 

The question of sanction also does not seem too important in 
situations where agencies or their staff members ignore their own 
policies, precedents, and procedures. For example, the advocate 
feels quite comfortable when he insists that a school must admit a 
child who lives in its district, a welfare department should check its 
budget computations, or a juvenile court cannot hold a hearing 
unless the child's parents are present and have been informed of 
their right to counsel. 

Most legal rights in this field that have clear-cut justiciability are 
based on the principle of '~equality before the law." If the advo­
cat~, whether lawyer or layman, can show that his client has been 
unfairly treated, the case is won. The child advocate has no prob­
lem about proceeding when he is convinced that individuals or 
groups with whom he is working are treated differently than others 
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under similar circumstances-either through officials' acts of neg­
lect or carelessness or as a result of discrimination. These are 
relatively easy cases in the sense of sanction to act. 

But advocacy must search more extensively for sanction and 
rationale when it attempts to obtain rights for families and children 
that have not been routinely or uniformly acknowledged as such. 

I From where does the sanction to justify interference or adversary 
~ actions derive in these instances? 

First, we should mention the efforts to expand the parameters of 
legally guaranteed rights. The case of Brown v. Board 01 Education 
(1954)-despite the subsequent administrative and political trials 
and tribulations that resulted-established the right to integrated, 
equal educational opportunity. The mandate was strengthened by 
the case of Serrano v. Priest (1971), in which the California Su­
preme Court ruled that unequal education was not acceptable on 
the grounds that different local school districts had different fiscal 
capacities. Other state courts have followed California's lead. The 
advocate has a charge and a weapon to .use in such instances, al­
though he faces opponents who will try to use the courts and legisla­
tive branch to redefine or reinterpret these rights .. 
. Another illustration is provided by ;the search for guaranteed 

income through statutory or court enactment. Some people have 
focused on court interpretation of client rights in existing welfare 
statutes, others have concentrated on statutory enactment of a 
negative income tax (a form of guarantee), and others have rallied 
around a family allowance. Several efforts have concentrated on 
assuring that the "health and decency" standard of state social ser­
vice laws-a discretionary provision-is administratively translated 

. into an adequate budgetary guarantee for families. 
Efforts to expand rights along these lines have been concentrated 

largely in the fields of education and income maintenance in the 
past several years-which is inevitable, given the statutory base of 
most services. Therefore, to affect other fields, a new line of argu­
ment has been introduced. Briefly, this argument holds that if the 
state uses its coercive power to incarcerate a person as a criminal, 
delinquent, or mentally ill or retarded individual, there is inherent 
in the institutionalization process a promise vf treatment or help. 
With special reference to children, the parent-child relationship is 
considered primary unless the parent has forfeited his rights through 
abuse or severe neglect. . Even then, however, the state's right to 
intervene under parens patriae can be questioned if it proves to be 
no more benign or effective than the parent for which it is substi-
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tuted. In other words, if it can be shown that help or treatment which 
is equal to the "state of the art" is not offered, the state's right to 
hold a person is forfeited. A chain of lower court decisions and 
inconclusive actions along these lines culminated in Rouse v. Ctlm· 
eron (1966, District of Columbia) in which David L. Bazelon, 
Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals, ruled that St. Elizabeth's 
Hospital had to release a patient if he did not receive adequate 
treatment. For our purposes, the fact that little was subsequently 
done in the District of Columbia to implement the right to treatment 
is less relevant than the fact that a "rights" basis for advocacy had 
obviously been established. Clearly, professionals and volunteers 
who were interested in mental health or reforming the penal system 
found in the Rouse decision the kind of validation of goals and 
sanctions being discussed here. 

Without tracing the intermediary process or referring to similar 
cases now pending in at least a dozen other jurisdictions, we cite 
the ruling by Judge Frank Johnson of Alabama in Wyatt v. Stickney 
(1972). In this case, which specifically deals with the children's 
field, Judge Johnson ruled that if children were committed involun· 
tarily to a state school and hospital for the retarded, they had a right 
to treatment. Then, taking his cue from the federal court's actions 
in formulating specific desegregation and busing plans when local 
school districts proved unable to develop their own, Judge Johnson 
gave state authorities the opportunity to develop provisions for more 
adequate treatment. If dissatisfied, he would mandate the specifics. 
(In fact, the court participated in planning with the administrative 
agency.) 

The Wyatt decision raises some interesting questions: Can courts 
become expert enough to evaluate and impose specific treatments? 
Will courts instruct legislative bodies not only to raise funds, but 
to allocate them in accordance with court·defined priorities? 3 What 
administrative agencies are needed at the various levels of govern· 
ment or in the courts to implement such an approach? 

Again, for present purposes we need not explore the tentative 
answers because the implications for child advocacy are clear. 
Given a court assessment of this kind about the inadequacies of a 
treatment facility or administrative agency, those who undertake 

• We are in the debt of Professor Robert A. Burt, University of MIchigan School 
of Law whose memorandums for the Advisory Committee on Child Development, 
N ation~l Research Council explore a number of these issues. Some observers have 
asked whether the "state ~f the art" in the relevant treatment and service profes· "ri. 
sions allows a scientific basc for court specification of minimum service. 
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child advocacy have far less reason to be anxious about the sanction 
to intervene than if no objective body had spoken out on these issues. 

We now turn to the most difficult issue of all: the sanction for 
intervention and even confrontation when no specific right or state. 
ment of principle appears in the Constitution, statutes, or court 
decisions. It is at the cutting edge of the process of evolving and 
institutionalizing norms and rights that child advocacy, in its extra­
legol forms, is most needed and most likely to be challenrred to 
valid~te its assessments of needs, current provisions, or pr~posed 
solutIOns. And it is here that the practitioner of advocacy, whether 
professional or lay citizen, must ask himself these hard questions: 
How do I know? Where do I get the right? How are my goals 
validated? 4 

Sometimes the advocate may use available professional knowledge 
and expertise about threats to normal child development as his 
reference point. When knowledge is firm, he has no inhibitions or 
difficulties at all. When there is scientific·technical debate or when 
the professional principle involves an amalgam of knowledge and 
values, the advocate finds that claiming expertise as his justification 
is questioned. 

Sometimes knowledge and values come together for a time to 
create consensus about a social minimum, which is then built into 
professional and community norms: e.g., the minimum acceptable 
amount of calories and proteins needed by a growing child, the mini· 
mUln acceptable housing standard, or the minimum acceptable 
education. When a social minimum has been defined in this sense, 

'. it is a legitimate reference point for advocacy. (Such statements 
often appear iIi preambles to important legislation, White House 
Conference reports,' and political platforms.) . 

The advocate often relies for sanction on the self·defined needs 
of a disadvantaged or handicapped group. For example, Head 
Start mothers explore their circumstances together and decide that 
the food stamp program must be changed so that ~heir children will 
have enough to eat. Th.e parents of handicapped children formu­
late a plan for community care that will make life manageable for 
them. This represents experience and self·definition Qf what is 
essential for coping with a situation, not "science," but lay or pro· 
fessional advocates often find this ·sanction enough. 

Some people's validation for advocacy is more philosophical, 
deductive, and speculative. They look at the society and its fami· 

'We owe special thanks to Dr. Robert Roberts and Dr. Jerome Cohen of Los 
Angeles, who highlighted this issue early in our study. 
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lies; they examine indicators of the human condition. and ?ollect 
data about families 'and children with regard to mQrtalIty, dIsease, 
housing, school accomplishment, and standard of living; they ana- \ 
lyze society's resources and possibilities. This analysis becomes the 
basis for their stance and perspective: i.e., their views of society, 
justice, and resources guide them in choosing advocacy targets. 

Obviously anyone can develop hiG own stance and seek to ad~ance 
it in the communal and political arena. The same can be saId for 
groups. But the professional, paraprofessional, or l~y ~dvoc~te 
(paid or volunteer) who works in an agency or orgamzatIon wlt4 
public backing or charter will want to consider the nature of the 
sanction the basis for the advocacy stance. As the substance of 
the issu~ takes him farther and farther from established rights and 
widely recognized knowledge, he will not ordinarily want to be an 
independent practitioner of advocacy. Even if he is ~cknowle?ged 
as able, wise, and powerful, he will want and need alhes to valIdate 
his assessments and practice. In this sense, child advocacy pro· 
grams need governing boards and policy committees that reflect the 
preferences and perspectives of the constituencies t~ey serve .• The 
constituency in this sense may be the total commumty whose mter­
ests are affected, not necessarily the current caseload of ~1ient/users. 
It may be an ethnic, racial, or cultural group or a neIghborhood, 
district, city, or state. It may be a geographicall~ di~~ersed group 
of individuals who share a specific problem or dIsabIlIty. It may 
also be a professional peer group whose research and expertise 
justify carving out new territory for assertions about needs. ~he 
geographic level involved in seeking broader communal sanct~on 
will vary with proO'rams and funding patterns. The extent to whIch 
the programs ~re ~'free-wheeling" locally in defining their goals or 
work within national or statewide constraints will also depend on 
these variables. 

Unless the goal is to be assigned to self;.chosen staff le~ders or 
ul.1Challengeable citizen leaders who claim to ~epres~nt the. m~erests 
of constituencies that they themselves speCIfy, thIS tOpIC IS not 
readily dismissed. Adopting constituents for advo~a.cy and d~fi~ing 
their interests for them is no less arrogant and ehtIst than It IS to 
defend the status quo as basically responsive and sound, whatever 
the consequences for people. This does not mean that professional 
initiative should be minimized; it does mean, however, that even 
the most dedicated expert should hesitate if he cannot convince a 
c~nstituency . 

. In short, concepts of rights must be constantly expanded in a 
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changing society. As society grows more complex and its demand 
for better i~dividual performance increases, individuals require 
more educatIOn, resources, facilities, and opportunities. On the 
other hand, society can provide more to individuals because as its 
productivity increases, so does the proportion of the product that 
may be allocated for services and consumer goods. However, the 
process of constant adjustment is not automatic. Advocates of 
needs (at first a social minimum, then more) are essential to the 
process. Obviously any member of the community and any political 
group can and does play a significant role in such developments. 
For that component which involves institutionalized, publicly sup. 
ported advocacy, there must be a community or professional point 
of reference: i.e., goals should be selected, tactics should be set, and 
progress should be evaluated by constituencies that appropriately 
represent the interests at staktl and are accountable for what is 
done in their names. 

CASE AND CLASS ADVOCACY 

The incident described in the Introduction is instructive. A situa­
tion arises involving mistreatment of a child. State directives and 
laws are violated, so there is no question whether intl!rvention is 
appropriate. However, by the time the prisoner's letter is received 
it is too late for intervention to help the specific child who has bee~ 
inappropriately detained in jail. (This also happens to approxi­
mately 100,000 other children in the United States each year!) 
The commission's executive director-a child advocate and service 
monitor-therefore responds with a series of actions designed to 
prevent the recurrence of this practice. Here advocacy has moved 
fro~ case to cause, or to class of cases, without affecting the precipi-
tatmg case. . 

Many of the programs described in Chapter 2 are neighborhood. 
or community-based undertakings that either concentrate on direct 
services or utilize direct services as the entry point to class actions 
or to give credibility to a program that also wishes to affect large 
groups through its advocacy undertakings. Case advocacy has its 
own validity and may support class advocacy as well. 
. The typical case advocacy situation inv9)v~~ a caseworker (e.g., 
m a FSAA family advocacy project), a case aide (e.g., in a 
~EH/NIMH neighborhood service center), or a l\ealth aide (e.g., 
In an OEO.funded health advocacy program). In trying to help a 
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family, child, or youth obtain information, referral, .counseling, 
institutional or foster home care, or concrete benefits hke food or 
special types of service, the dire?t service ,;or~er enc?unters a 
blockage. An agency is unresponsIve, no serVlce IS provIded, or a 
promised service does not materialize. Then, as the client's cham-
pion, the worker attempts to correct the situation. . ' 

When the worker is skilled and sensitive, he never acts If he wIll 
interfere with the client's prerogatives or if the client is clearly 
capable of handling the problem himself. He never acts unless t!te 

agency that provides the service has had an adequate op'p~rtumty 
to do so. But when these conditions have been met and It IS clear 
that (1) the worker speaks for the client, (2) there is sanction for 
the client's demand or an established right is involved, and (3) the 
machinery needs priming, he adopts the advocacy role. 

Professional practice in such a role is not standardized and the 
methods are 0111y partially conceptualized. Eventually it may be 
possible to identify interventions by their adversary character and 
("'Uree of assertiveness. The case advocate begins with the assump­
tio~ that he and the agency 'involved share the same goals and that 
the client's right is unquestioned; the problem is caused by an over­
sight or the pressure of time. From. this point. o?, the de~ee of 
intensity of the action will depend on differences In mterpretatlon of 
the client's situation, what has already occurred, agency preroga­
tives, client rights and entitlements, and so ~orth: . The ad~~ca~e's 
techniques would involve referral, informatIOn-glvmg, faCIhtatmg 
communication, escort, liaison, mediation, indirect pressure (e.g., 
asking one executive to call another or describing the problem in an 
interagency letter), personal representation, or one of various form.s 
of confrontation. (These matters will be discussed in more detaIl 
later.) On the case advocacy continuum there is also a place for 
legal measures, such as letters, conferences, and resort to the courts. 

As Chapter 4 will indicate, class advocacy does not always de­
rive from a case experience. It is a categ:.):ry of action that seeks to 
prevent problems and difficulties or assu~e inte:v~'ltion on a "whole­
sale" basis for those with problems and difficultIes. 

ChlSS advocacy can focus on any of the following: 
1. Pollcy. When the advocate's focus is the broad category 

of policy, he attempts to change the character of a program, the 
rules of the game eligibility requirements, and the lIke. For ex­
ample what is the'day care fee scale? Is the program to be racially 
integr~ted? Maya child in a public housing project own a pet? 
Will the welfare department pny a special clothing alJowance at 

1 , 
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Easter time? Will a foster parent be permitted to adopt a child 
in her care? 

2. Administrative procedures. Here the overall policy 
is not in dispute, but the means of implementing it may be. For 
instance, must the mother ask for the clothing grant in person or is 
a phone call adequate? Will the visiting public welfare worker 
make appointments with clients and keep them or will he take clients 
by surprise? Are boys in the training school to be allowed home 
visits without notice to the parents as to when? Can the state be 
prevailed on to close all large, congregate institutions and attempt 
to work with youths only in community-based hostels? Will the 
agency assure that interpreters are present so that people with emer­
gencies will always find understanding personnel in the office? Will 
there be evening clinic hours so that working people do not lose pay 
when they need treatment? 

3. Specific personnel. Occasionally advocacy focuses on 
alleged malfeasance or nonfeasance on the part of a school principal, 
teacher, caseworker, aide, inspector, and the like. In other words, 
the advocate's goal is to effect a personnel change or correct some­
one's performance. 

4. Budgets. The advocacy may focus on assuring adequate 
appropriations. On the federal level, Congress votes an authoriza­
tion limit when it enacts a program, but the specific appropriation 
must be voted on subsequently. Some groups-e.g., lobbyists or 
sp~ci.al interest groups of parents-may concentrate on the appro­
prIatlOn process. (This is the American Parents' Committee's major 
approach.) Equivalent activity is undertaken at the state or local 
level. (In New York City, for example, the Citizens' Committe. c for 
Ch~ldren often publishes an analysis of the city's proposed budget 
as It affects children and urges strategic revisions.) 

5. Laws. If the need is for a new program, major changes in 
an existing program, or elimi,nation of an existing policy, the target 
may be the statutory provision. Advocates often lobby for or 
against legislation. Sometimes they fight proposed legislation in 
response to a request, or they write legislation, which is turned over 
to members of the executive or legislative branch for formal intro­
duction. At times the issue is fought in the courts: e.g., a client's 
case is the vehicle for a "class action"-a legal challenge that, if 
sustained, invalidates a law or leads to major new administrative 
departures (see references to the "right to treatment" cases on 
p.72). 

6. Political action. A number of political organizing ven-
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tures, outgrowths of the war on poverty. have recently started !o 
focus on children's issues and now view themselves .as part of the 
child advocacy movement. These groups generally have the redis>­
tribution of power and resources as their ultimate goal, unlike The 
majority of child advocacy programs, which are concerned only w~t.h 
changing service systems. In the present political climate, many 
leaders of the "New Left" apparently have decided to change their 
tactics and focus on more narrowly defined issues. Consequently, 
much energy has been directed toward issues such as day care, 
school lunch programs, students' rights, and school desegregation. 
The strategy is to focus on an issue that not only has value in its 
own right, but will also prodlice a transfer of benefits anu contain 
lessons for community groups that organize on their own behl.,lf. 

Our exploration led to the view that both case and class advocacy 
are part of a Lotal child advocacy approach. Further specification 
of their interrelationships and detailed description of each, however, 
will depend on more experience and research. 

CIDLD ADVOCACY AS A CAUSE: FURTHER NOTES 

The relationship of class advocacy to political action is illustrated 
by the work of the Children's Foundation in Washington, D.C., 
which concentrates all its efforts on the School Lunch Program. 
Although the foundation's ultimate goal is to teach poor people how 
to organize to advance their own interests, it is also convinced that 
nutrition is a central issue. Thus the staff decided to focl.l,s on nutri· 
tion because of the time and resources that were needed to follow one 
issue closely. For example, the staff must be familiar with the 
relevant laws and monitor their enforcement, keep abreast of pro· 
posed legislation, lobby, initiate necessary legal actIon, and provide 
information and technical assistance to community groups. 

The 1970 White House Conference on Children and Youth 
brought together a number of leaders from organizations such as 
the Washington Research Project, Day Care and Child Development 
Council of America, National Council of Churches, American 
Friends Service Committee, and the Children's Foundation who were 
concerned about children's issues, but also sought broad change 
through political means. The introduction of the Child Develop· 
ment Bill in 1971 served to bring these people and organizations 
together in a loose coalition that included civic, religiou!, education, 
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and political groups. These groups represent the most politically 
active sector of the child advocacy movement. ' 
. Shortly after Pres~dent Nixon vetoed the child development bill 
In 19.1.1, NWRO, whICh was undergoing a period of organizational 
transI~lOn and ~~ught a new role for itself in the future, decided to 
orga~Ize a coahtIOn around children's issues. The organization was 
look~ng for. new ways to dramatize opposition to the president's 
FamI~y ASSIstance Program and hit on the idea of focusing on the 
negatIve .e~e~t~ this legislation would have on children. Conse. 
quently, It ImtIated plans for a Children's March on Washington 
and a day ?f Senate ~earings on children's problems, both of which 
were ~eld m the sprmg of 1972. Although neither the march nor 
th? chlldren's hearings had any visible political impact, they did 
brmg .tog/ether people ~rom some of the more traditional children's 
agenCIes. and commumty groups and introduced a more political 
persp;ctIve. to one component of the child advocacy field . 

.ThIS reVIew of how class advocacy and political action may be 
mIXed does not fully encompass everything that occurs. Case and 
class advocacy have been described here as organized activities 
derived from agencies and programs and concerned with sanctio~ 
and community validation of goals and methods. But is advocacy 
neve~ spontaneous? Does it never have gifted, charismatic leaders 
who Ignore precedents, definitions, and even constituencies to win 
assent for their own visions and goals? 

There is a type of advocacy for children that is not and should 
not tr! to be part of a system. Groups who care about the evil and 
sufferm~ they see around them may adopt a solution and work 
ag~resslvely t~ implen:ent it. Individuals may join with their peers 
to ImRrove theI~, own CIrcumstances and attain shared goals. Leaders 
may take over for personal or altruistic motives that are not in the 
least concerned with accountability and sanction and, in the process 
may a~sure t~e e~ectiveness of a specific campaign. ' 
b SOCIal actI?n, m shor~, ~ay be organized class advocacy, or it may 

e, the behaVIOr of partICIpants in a cause or a movement. Maybe 
chIld advocacy can and will become a cause (as ecology and con. 
~umer proteCltion have already become), For a few brief moments 
In some ~lace~ it has .been. Its targets have been both major and 
:o?est-1•e., combatmg classes of evil or achieving individual 

htlements. But the advocacy funded by the federal government 
o~ foundations-which is structured according to guidelines and 
t rough analysis and research, seeks for ways to be more effective"": 

,~ ...... ------------............... -------
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inevitably is organized, bureaucratized, and planned. To call for 
child advocacy in this sense does not mean organizing a social move­
ment; it means trying to establish a new kind of activity or funbtion 
within the social services. 

The effort to create such a system of advocacy, in the sense of 
promoting it politically and assuring its victory, also could be de­
scribed as a cause that was launched by the White House Conference 
and the Joint Commission on Mental Health of Children. But, so 
far, the constituency backing the effort has been limited and the 
social investment in an advocacy system has been modest. Evidence 
suggests that social action on behalf of children should be encour­
aged, as should ongoing, built-in intervention into systems. This 
chapter has sought to specify some of the requirements for a system 
of child advocacy and its two major manifestations: case and class 
advocacy. 

OPPOSITION 

During the course of our research, the executive of a national agency 
that deals with a specific group of handicapped children confronted 
us because he was distressed about the amount of government 
money we were spending to carry out our research on child advo­
cacy. In fact, he was concerned about all investments to create 
organizational arrangements for advocacy because, in his view, the 
basic problem was a lack of resources for services and spending 
money on anything other than services was wasteful. 

Child advocacy-which can be conceptualized as a service-has 
a direct cost in terms of funds required to hire personnel and, often, 
to set up new organizational structures. So far, the investment has 
been modest because the programs have been "projec!<J" and "dem­
onstrations" rather than ongoing efforts. Yet we found that federal 
expenditures were more than $7.5 million during the fiscal year 1972 
(the first year of our study), and our data were incomplete. A 
modest increase in federal expenditures occurred in the fiscal year 
1973. If advocacy is further institutionalized, costs will be far 
higher. Like all public expenditures, child advocacy programs will 
then compete with other social service programs for scarce resources. 
Thus the lack of sufficient funds and the necessity for hard choices 
is an obstacle to child advocacy's development. The view that there 
are higher priorities is the basis for opposition. 

Costs can and will be modest if much of the child advocacy is 
built into existing professional roles. (This point will be elaborated 
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on later.) Some of it-particularly some c1ass advocacy, but also 
ca~e advocacy, such as that of the Citizen Advocacy Programs in­
spIred by Dr: :v olfe?sb~rger-consists of volunteer activity. Thus a 
mod.est admmIstratIVe Investment generates considerable personal 
~er~lCe. But the. elaboration of child advocacy will require organ­
Iza~lOn, personnel, and materials; i.e., there will be real costs. We 
beheve that wh~tever the incremental costs involved in advocacy, 
they sh?uld be Judged by whether they ultimately purchase more 
responSIve, relevant, and effective services. After a period of 
development and tooling up, programs should be evaluated in these 

. terms. They have sufficient potential to justify modest beginnings, 
but they should be expected to make their own case over time. 

Doubte~s an~ opponents pose yet another reservation: child 
~~vo~acy IS reSIdual. Because it takes the service network or in­
s~ltutIonal system a~ a. g.iven a~d tries to improve the wayan indi­
Vidual or class of mdIvIduals IS treated, it can blunt the edge of 
reform that se~ks larger objectives. At its most skeptical, this view 
~Ileges that chIld advocacy is a diversion which results in steering 
Its pr?ponents away from social policy. 

ThiS ~ategory of objections mayor may not be valid, depending 
on a varIety of factors such as the following: 
. 1. Case advocates can limit themselves to remedying institu­

tIonal responses to individuals or families, or they can learn les­
sons from cases that are relevant to administration, planning, and 
class ~dvocacy. Many neighborhood-based child advocacy programs 
combIne case and class advocacy. 

.2. P.articipants in class advocacy can content themselves with 
~m.or Incremental improvements, generally in tLa area of adminis­
rahon, or they can undertake more basic policy thrusts, such as 

?ew laws, new programs, fundamental changes in policy and major 
mcreases in funding. ' 

. The case can also be made that social policy initiatives with large 
l~pact gain validity and credibility if they derive from case and 
c ass advocacy activities. Such activities become sources of enrich­
ment, not diversion. 

~he ar?,ument that child advocacy diverts its proponents from 
sO~Ial pohcy is most valid in situations where the operation is con­
tra led and con~trained by administ.rative bodies and professional 
groUps that aVOId questions which are difficult to answer. For this 
reason we have described the need for a variety of sanctioning 
pr~cesses: consumer constituencies, when professionals are con-
strICted' prof . 1 " 1 . . , eSSlOna orgamzatIons, w len serVIce agencIes are rigid; 
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and volunteer observers, if trained workers have become myopic. 
We also maintain that this is a case against excessivebureaucrati. 
zation and hierarchy in advocacy programs (see Chapter"'6). 
Maximum effectiveness may he achieved if units are independent 
and if control of operations from one governmental level to the 
next is avoided. If advocacy programs do not challenge the exist· 
ing constraints on resources, propose new income maintenance, or 
question the programs of major federal agencies, i.e" if, the targets 
are always local "small potatoes," there is a hasis for concern, If 
the targets of advocacy are mixed-i,e" various levels of govern, 
ment and hoth public and private agencies-and if its objectives 
are usually reasonable and occasionally ambitious, advocacy will 
develop usefully. 

One further comment should be added for the benefit of those 
who see case advocacy and even class advocacy as addressing minor 
targets, or at least see them as not changing what is described as 
"basic" social policy: A practitioner would defer the extreme prob, 
lems or needs of a given child or famil," only because of his' strong , 
ideological commitment to the notion that circumstances should be' 

" aUowe'd to deteriorate so that pressur,e· for major social change will 
,increase. Organized social welfare institutions cannot espouse such 

a view because of their ,social mission (and, for that matter, his, 
torical evidence hearing on such assumptions), But this does not 
prevent individuals from advancing these ideas as part of a general 
case against social services, Child advocacy, however, is based-on 
the premise that the growth of the social service system is valid . 
and that, because of its nature, ~hild advocacy as a function will 
continue to be essential to the system. 

Opponents also have other objections to, the cost of r;hild advo, 
cacy. One is that advocacy's targets are often categorical: e,g" 
mentally retarded children, physically handicapped children, chil, 
dren with a specific disease, and so on, Thus the emotional response 
to the appeal is perhaps tied to the suffering imposed by the' dis, 
ability, not the size of the group involved, Just as fund·raising 
campaigns in the voluntary sector produce results that are propor· 
tionate to the appeal rather than the need, so might categorical 
advocacy become an antiplanning force. 

This concern is appropriate. Nevertheless, parents of children 
with specific illnesses or handicaps will continue to initiate cate· 
gorical programs, anp strong emotional appeals will inevitably 
continue to WII? allies,. This will occur 'trnether or not advocacy 
services are promoted or encouraged, Yet if only categorical ad, 
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vocacy programs are created th . 
generally will continue to h ' ffehselrvlCe systems and social policy 
1,· d' ...,e 0 a ance The d Ie In a ehberate effort tocr t ' reme y appears to 
versal child advocacy inst ea e somewhat more general or uni-
, th . ruments as well Th' , 
In e :-ealm of class advocac th ,ere1ore, partIcularly 
cern is tlle plight of all child y, ere s~ould be groups whose con­
as there are case advocacy andref' or:t east ~ll poor children, just 
categories among the hand' c adss a vocacy Instruments for special 

Th Icappe ," 
ere are two other kinds of 0 . ' , 

any kind of advocacy in the 'I Ppos?tIon to child advocacy or to 
h SOCIa serVIces B 't 

as an adversarial character ex t' " Y 1 S nature, advocacy 
unintended acts of omission' cep In lns:ances when it remedies 
mation that creates conse~s:: o~:s prevIOusly unavailable infor­
action, whether mild (as I'n m d' t' ut the remedy. 'Adversarial 
( , e Ia Ion or repr t t') . as In confrontation) introd . esen a Ion or Intense 

I' uces a new ax-d d'ff qua Ity to worker-client and . t - 1 erent emotional 
servers feel that the price of a~n erage?cy relationships, Some ob-
~ostility, and suspicion in a fiel~o~:~~t ~xc~ssive in terms of tension, 

.' hon.and good will. Closely related ~,~ ere s~ould be collabora-
advocacy, which challenges court to tI~S IS the VIew that organized 
ments, and social service ag ,s, pOdlce, schools, health depart-
If ' , enGles, ten s to under' I " 

an InstItution can be challen ,. mIne egltunacy. 
loses some of its authority and gted, resI~ted, or even changed, it 

Th po ency, . 
, ese concerns should not be taken l' h 

SOCIal conflict and' ten ' I' Ig tly hecause unnecessary 
, Slon are cost y D 'h I " 

SOCIal programs can potent' II . ecre~sIng t e eglhmacy of 
unanticipated effects Yet /h

a 
y ~al~setl a chaIn of. undesirable and 

d 1 • " ere IS It e ch ' Ch'ld eve opmg because there '. _ ~I~e, I advocacy is 
policies and programs Fare serItus, IneqUItIes and deficiencies in 
lahorative manner and' whreq~ent y, It can be carried out in a col-
th' ,en It must hecom - d 

13 too can be constructive, L t t d'ff e aIt ~ versary process, 
tCQ'ests must be exposed 'f a en 1 erences In values and in-
tension and institutional \n~;::!t~s are t~ be resolved, and social 
of change, If the welfare of ou: 11 ~l:re ~ ten. th~ temporary price 
small indeed. c 11 ren IS at stake, this cost seems 
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4. Advocacy in Action .- - II 
.\ 

'I.: : , . 

Child advocacy, to a considerable degree, has been a matter of 
dedication to a point of view. Its only common denominator is a 
generalized commitment to children's rights and to improving social 
provision for children. There has been some attention to structures, 
but, as we shall see, little systematic knowledge about the effects of 
structural variable, And there has been virtually no systematic 
theory about methods and techniques. The assumption has heen 
that good people with good motives will find a way to do what is 

necessary. But the commitment to facilitate ongoing case and class advocacy 
poses somewhat more demanding requirements: q'" 'ified personnel, 
training, validated methods, more self-consciou::T processes. In 
short, the development of a child advocacy function in social service 
programs calls for some concern with knowledge, if only the accu' 
mulation of experience and its classification from perspectives mean· 
ingful to practitioners and policy-makers. The literature contain~ 
some suggestions and tentative theories. In this chapter we offer 
our first notions, derived from the study. Because most programs 
are young and have not yet assembled materials in any systematic 
fashion and.because ou~ exploratory study could not turn to method 
and process until it had coped with boundary questions, what fol· 

lows is perforce fragmentary. 

HOW CHILD ADVOCACY BEGINS 

The Case 
Much of child advocacy begins with a specific case. Sometimes case 
advocacy is launched in an information and referral program (an 
access service) and sometimes in a program that provides a specific 
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service. (See Figure 1) Som t' 

h
'l' f . e _1-mes case advoc 'h 
1 Ity 0 a specialist who may b II d acy IS t e responsl-
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, "I' . ' e ca e advocate 'd "I' k' 
pm, lalson, or ombudsman and l' " ,aI e, m mg-
rect case service practitioner~s 1'01 som;l;m:

s 
It IS one aspect of a cli­

elaboration. e. t ese matters require some 

We note'in Chapter 5 that some ch'ld 
want to focus on policies find that 1 a.dv~cacy programs which 
and entry. Many other roara case serVICes offer them credibility 
function. Typically a ~oci~l ros ~ee case advocacy as their major 
in school or an ad~lescent ' wordel~ engaged in assisting a child 

fi d h 
mae mquency , 

n stat counseling alon . preventIOn proaram e IS not enouglr th I' t:> 
c:ss to a training program or a tran . e ~ lent also n~eds ac-
hon to or perhaps as the InaJ'o ~£er to a speCIal program In addi-

. f' '. l' serVIce. Or pe h th I' or medICal follow-up has h' h .. l' aps e c lent's need 
warker becomes aware of Ig prl?I!t!. Thus the direct service 

h
' l' or even ImtIates alt' 1 
IS C lent and anothe " re a lons.-_,p between' , r serVice system (0 . . . 

soclOlogical term) . l' mstltutlon, to use the 

Individual Cnse 

Figure 1 
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. . e is successful), the matter needs.. 
If all goes well (l,e., the s~rvlc . worker continues his par-

. 1 t' The dIrect servIce 1 no spema aUen Ion. . . beI'ng given or he c oses 
k · ' that the serVlce IS ' 'd d alIel efforts, nowmg. . d But when the service prov1 e 

his case, if nothing else IS reqUire . U (. the service is unsuccess-
by the other agency does not go we l.e~ an advocate 
ful) , the direct service worker m

k 
ay be~dom or group . worker can 

asewor er 81 e, h In a sense, no c , 'f the child or yOUIlg person e 
forgo sonle sense of involv~;nt. 1 d' ting or cooperation from 
serves depends on service, e'p ~n a )tUSforthcoming. Wh~t child 

. tem and It IS no 'b'l' another servIce. sys the ractitioner's case responsl 1 Ity 
advocacy, does IS accentua:~ 11 ~hrough. (This is why advocacy 
and sanctlon some degre~ ~ 0 ""o:d not to others.) 
seems new to some practltIOner,: fmes appears as an extension 

When case advocacy occurs, It SO~t~ 1 Just as the practitioner 
} d · t vice pract~ toner. 

of the role of t to:: tree ser doors to resources; such as 
counsels the family or child. or opens he sees his task as assuring 
food stamps or summer vacation ca~ps'to his clients' needs, His 

. 't t' are responsI've . 
that other mst! U.lO

ns .' 'nter retation, persistent questlO','-
skills, then, m~st mvolve liaIson, 1 din~ss to consult with legal coun­
ing, reference to rules and l~ws, read before administrative boards, 
se1, representation at hearI?-gs and f th (Our list is tentative 
referral to legal representatlOn, an so or ' 

and incomplete.) 'f takes a somewhat different tack 
In these activities the praet! l?ner direct service personnel 

from that which has characterIz~d m.any hich the primary service 
in the past and still does in sett~ngs III ~~erapy) seems to contra­
(e,g., intensive perso~~l ~ou~eh;g h~~ld be brought to the point 
indicate advocacy, (T e c efn h

S
' If That is more important 

d dvocate or Imse ' , 
where he can or ~es ~11 d • e if we intervene into the servIce sys-
than the benefits e WI er~: t service worker does commit him­
tem for him,") When th~ ,nee atible with his service role, he 
self to advocacy becaus~ It t~a~~:iraditional in some settings, ~e 
departs from ~he ne~trahty xtensive knowledge about communIty 
cannot functIon w1thout e am' , trative procedures of those pro­
resources and the rules and a mhl~ It'ente'le When the resource 

t · portant to IS C ' 
grams that are mos 1m . , 'unll'kely to have current 

1 h t the practitIOner IS 'bl is used so rate y t a , f mation must be acceSSl e 
1 d about it adequate In or 

know e ge .' lib manual or consultant. 
through an informatlOn . rary f the co~n'unity-based programs we 

In a significant propor~IO~h~s sense wa~ the responsibility of the 
surveyed, case adv~c~cy m: tl.e context of his overall servil~e role. 
direct service practltIOner m l' 
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On the other hand, one of the characteristics of the present child 
advocacy development is the tendency to set up specialists who are 
approached by clients or receive referrals from colleagues or other 
agencies precisely because persistent follow-through and a readiness 
to use adversary techniques are considered essential in the service 
situation, 

It is our impression that case advocacy specialists generally tend 
to he aides, paraprofessionals, and neighborhood personnel. The 
direct service worker who incorporates advocacy as part of his role, 
on the other hand, may he in any of these categories or may have a 
master's degree in social work or an equivalent degree in a related 
profession. 

The intermediate setting is the neighborhood information center 
or referral service. The nature of this setting means that the client 
is sent elsewhere to obtain a case service or gain access to a right 
or entitlement. The nature of the access workel"s role demands that 
he have expertise in the service system and knowledge of laws and 
procedures. His daily activity demands skill in liaison work and 
persistence in following through to be sure that the client actually 
receives service or help. Nevertheless, even access services-the 
generic name for information and referral centers and the like­
vary in the extent to which they define themselves as advocates for 
those who come to them for information, Some services are idt'::nti­
fied more with the service networks and with serving the service 
networks' needs for public education and case channeling than with 
helping consumers overcome obstacles to obtaining service, 

In summary, we list a series of case advocacy situations that could 
occur in some agencies we studied: 

• A child is excluded from regular classes because of his prob. 
lem behavior and his inability to keep up with the class. His par~ 
ents are told t.~at he cannot be admitted to a special class until he 
has had a diagnostic evaluation, but there is a three-month waiting 
period at the local hospital's pediatric clinic. The advocate C0Iltacts 
the clinic, explains how LlJe delay will affect the child and his family, 
and convinces the intake worker to see the child on an emergency 
basis.1 

ill A teen-age unmarried mother is suspended from school be­
cause a school policy stipulates that pregr1ant girls cannot attend 
regular classes. The advocate contacts the school principal and 

1 The advocates referred to in these illustrations are often "specialists," but 
sometimes they al'O direct service practitioners whose resPonsibilities include 
advocaoy. 
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explains that the girl can complete her senior year before the birth 
of her child, but if expelled she will probahly never complete her 
education. When the principal informs him that he can do nothing' 
about this since it is a school board ruling, the advocate reqaests a 
hearing before the board. He presents a compelling case, pointing 
out that the policy creates school drop-outs and forces young mothers 
on the welfare roles since they are unlikely to find a job without a 
high school diploma. The school board decides to reverse its policY, 
and the girl remains in school. (In this situation, the "case" has 

led to a "policy" outcome. ) 
tl The foster parents of an eight-year-old child suddenly receive 

a call from the Department of Child Welfare that the child's rnother 
has remarried and wants the child released to her the following week. 
The mother has a long history of erratic behavior, failed twice before 
when she took the child home for brief periods~ and has not contacted 
the agency in three years. The advocate calls the worker and states 
that because the child has been with the foster parents since birth, 
except for two brief periods; has nO ongoing relationship with her 
mother; and is making a good adjustment with the foster parents, 
who want to adopt her, she feels a full investigation is in order and 
that termination of parental rights should be considered. The 
agency worker agrees that the case deserves more consideration and 
eventually files for a court hearing regarding the mother's suitability. 

• A welfare mother with a large family complains that her hous­
ing is inadequate and that she has been waiting for three years to get 
into public housing, The advocate calls the housing authority and 
discovers that the family has been excluded because the woman has 
six children, one of whom is illegitimate. Therefore, the advocate 
threatens the housing authority with a legal suit on the basis of un­
fair diserimination. A public housin.g unit is located for the woman 

the following week. • A youngster is arrested for stealing a car with a group of older 
teen-age boys. The advocate telephones the probation intake worker 
and-on the basis of prior information--explains why the boy he­
came involved with the group. The advocate asks the probation 
officer to recommend that the charges be dropped on the condition 
that the advocate will continue therapy with the boy's family and 
involve the boy in one of the agency's recreation programs. In the 
course of the discussion the advocate and the probation worker 
decide to develop a joint proposal for a project in which all first 
offenders will be referred to the agency for cOUl1seling rather than 

be charged in court. 
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girl is suspended from school ., 

teUs the case advocate that th. I· f~r, skIppmg a class. She 
detention after school butb e usu; pumshment for this offense is 
her, she has been su~pende~c~uste lder teTacher is prejudiced against 
th • 1 t h ms ea; he advo t e glr 0 t e principal's office I . ca e accompanies 
reinstated in school. ' exp ams the facts, and the girl is 

• A parent complains that her· son· I . ~chool? is not receiving adequate h ',W110 IS a pat~ent in a state 
In any educational program. TheP YSlCa ca~e. and IS not enrolled 
shocked hy the conditions there ~dvocate VISIts the institution, is 
tration with his complaint. wit:: attempts to reach ~he adminis­
contacts a local branch of th Ahe ~oes not get satIsfaction he 

(
ACLU)' e mencan Civil L'b' '. , prOVIdes them with d I ertles Umon 

what they can do. The ACLU a equate documentation, and asks 
suit on behalf of ali the ch'ld lal~yer eventually institutes a class 

d 
1 ren In the i t't . 

un er state laws all child '. ns 1 utlOn, claiminG" that 
f th ren must receIve an ed' 0 
ore, e slate must initiate a full h 1 ucatlOn and, there-

It ill b 
sc 00 program in th" . 

w e noted that in all th 'U . 1S mstitution. 
seldom "pure." Most of tl ,es~ 1 ustrations, case advocacy is 
th' 1e SItuatIons whe 1 d e ways lD which personnel deal with' n reso ve , may affect 
not procedures, policies or la subsequent cases, whether or 
fully recognize the spill-~ver e~vs t are changed. But although we 
cacy to describe situations that ~c , ive 

suggest the term case advo­
another advocacy technique t I~VO v~ a~ att~mpt, utilizing one or 
case. ' 0 so ve t e SItuation for the presenting 

• "Survey of a Problem or Need 
SometImes advocacy develo s throu h . 

.needs that is undertaken as thP 1 g f a stu~y of problems or 
another. This may be ilIustrat:/~SUt~ 0 ~ne kmd of initiative or 
Parent and Child Centers (PCC ) y 1 e c arge OCD gave to seven 
~uch centers to undertake adv:c~cse ec~d from the total group of 
mto the following mission' in add.t h~ charge was translated 
tion, which could lead to c~se advo~:~n ~o Its norma! service iunc-
each of the specially iunded PCCs wour In the. sense Just described, 
surve! of needs in its ,jcatchment ar~S,e e(xpecte~ to carry out a 
~eanmg the geographic area covered a publIc health term 
discovered during the survey th ) , Then, ()n the basis of needs 
of assuring that services wo~ld ~ ce;ter lwas expected to plan ways 
lllost significant unmet need (;h eve op~d to meet some of the 
action and the route to be f:ilowed ~nCom~lltme~.\ts to planning and 
!vere not specified;.presumabI th' copmg WIth the unmet needs . y ey Vlere left to local initiatives.) 
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1 the public is outraged by a 
This is an old tradition. For e:am~ e, . 'on is assigned to 

. b d leglslatIve commlSSI 
report of chlld a use, an a . t d There is a shortage of 

. d t a sY"tematlc s u y. d 
investIgate ~r. ~on uC

d 
1 I" cal welfare council commissions a,~tu y 

day care faCllItIes,. an t Ie 0 b ut adolescents who are at loose 
of need. There IS concern ~ 0 oint a committee to carry 
ends," and a civic group decIdes ,to apf r "prevention" Several 
out a study and develop a program 0 d rapidly e~ough from 

1 · th t hildren are not move 
groups comp am a h c

l 
. t foster homes and group residences~ 

detention homes or s e ters m 0. i s staff to work with a lay 
and a sectarian welfare fed~ratlOn t~:s ~s might do to help. Local 
committee to find out what l~~ conesc~a~~an federations, or a single 
government, welfare counCI s, s d bo.ut a specific population 

. become concerne a 1 . sOClal agency may . 1 arent families) or a popu ahon 
(e.g., the aged, ad~lescent~i::go;-tandicap (e.g., autistic or deaf 
that shares a speclfidc PI IO . • Is . teen-age drug users) and may 
children runaway a 0 escent gIr , ., d 

, d f that populatIon s nee s. 
then undertake a stu yo. I. d thodolo rrically rigorous or 

d' 7 be forma an me I:) These stu les rna) h 'tten after surveys are con-
, ' f I ports t at are wn . conSIst of m orma re Th may be comprehensIve or 

ducted by concerned vol~nteer\he :'e mimeographed and dis­
relatively modest, TYPIcally, f ublished commercially 
tributed locally,. but ?ccasional~h! l:~e~::t point here is that such 
and assume nat~onal Jntereffst. . t for planning activities and then 
reports are obVIOUS take-o pom s 

~ 2 A 
for class advocacy. bl need leads to proposals for action .. 

The survey of a pro em o~ k' g and administrative machm-
proposal may go into tre po ~Yfm;O~CY and procedures or to add a 
ery of a single ag~ncy) to :;:;e;ation of agencies, (for similar p~r­
program or functIon or '1 f social agencies or a Commumty 
poses) • It may go to a counm 0 to change its program or find 
Chest (to encourage a local a~ency It may 0"0 to a department or 

f • ., t' a new 'ervlce). C I:) t 
a way 0 Imba mg . ~ branch of a local or state governmen 
to the executive or legIslatIVe (t hange or up!tl'ade personnel, 
or even the federal goverdnment. c;e:se appropriations, or launch a 
modify Idicies and proce ures, m 

new progJ['am). fi d' nd recommendations are merely passed 
On onl~ level, n mgs a ., f on and lanning. Many groupS 

along as contri~ution~ to .adml:~~r:t~dies ca~ and will do no more. 
that carry out InvestIgahtlOns Is are quit" effective. For example, 
Nevertheless, some of t ese repor~ ~ to 

. -:-. cause a decision to study a need may also he IJ. way 
• Alertneas. IS t'theqwrjd b: everyona recognizes is overdue, 

postpone actlon at amos 
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a study on the cost of foster care over a child's lifetime in care, 
conducted by the R~search Center at the Columbia University School 
of Social Work, had <!onsiderable impact on a U.S. Senate subcom­
mittee in a critical mom~nt of legislative drafting,S 

However, publicatiol'lustially is not enough; studies are often 
ignored or are given low priority and' filed. The traditions of social 
agencies, civic groups, self-organized interest groups, and some re­
search centers therefore permit various gradations of advocacy in an ' 
attempt to implement recommendations. ,:!,he activities may ·en­
compass educating the publicl~ testifying at public hearings, answer­
ing inquiries from legislators or the executive branch, filing amicus 
curiae briefs, writing and lobbying for legislation, lobbying for 
budgetary appropriations, seeking funds to carry out a demonstra­
tion program that will change prevailing patterns, picketing or lead­
ing various types of confrontation to close down programs or obtain 
promises of program changes, usirig the mass media to expose scan­
dals, and so on. 

The research that inspires class advocacy is not always focused 
on expanding or improving service in a specific program or agency. 
For example, after a series of studies that focused on reforming 
juvenile court, detention, probation, and related programs, the Citi­
zens' Committee for Children of New York concentrated on the 
characteristics of the total system of seNices-i.e" the coordination, 
case integration, and accbuntability of the network per se. 

Monitoring of Services 
Sometimes case or class advocacy (generally the latter) begins 

with monitoring services for children, By monitoring we mean 
organized ongoing efforts (that vary with regard to formality and 
rigor) to determine the quality and quantity of an available service 
or the effectiveness of what is being done in comparison to the goals 
that have b~en set. The issue can be anyone of the following: Is 
the alI.~ged service actually available? Is it sufficient? Is it ade­
quat'.!? Is anything useful being achieved? How do children feel 
about it? Is the law being obeyed? Monitoring may be done by 
direct service agencies, specialized civic groups, statistical and re­
search bureaus, self-organized clients, official consumer committees, 
public interest law groups, governors' committees for children and 

a David Fanshel and Eugene Shinn, Dollars and Sense ill the Fosoer Care of 
Children: A Look at Cost Factors (New York: Child Welfare League of America, 
1972). 
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youth, "inspectors general" or their equivalents in administration, 

and so forth. 
When the needs of a specific child or family are not being met, 

the monitoring agency itl:.elf ~may attempt to serve in a liaison 
capacity, taking on a case-advocacy function if the response" is 
deemed inadequate or referring the case to a service agency that will 
then undertake case advocacy, if necessary. This process is not un­
like case advocacy in an access service or direct service agency. 

More often the monitoring agency accumulates instances of miss­
ing ~ervice, poor response to client needs, abuse, and the like and 
decides that the scale of the problem requires "class" measures: i.e., 
Sleeking changes in administrators, .service personnel, policies, or 
procedures; campaigning for new programs or benefits; lobbying 
for larger budgets or passage of new legis1ation; or insisting that 

programs be closed down. 
In the long history of American social services, monitoring of 

abuse and reports of extreme need have often launched change 
efforts. In the 1840s Dorothea Dix campaigned to get the mentally 
ill out of jails and alinshouses and into new state hospitals. The 
Humane Societies of the 1870s and 1880s demanded chHd pro­
tective legislation to cope with neglect and abuse. Before and 
immediately after World War I, reports derived from citizen moni­
toring had a signifi<;al1t impa<;t on campaigns for state "mother's 
pension" laws and laws to abolish child labor, In the 1930s and 
1940s there were campaigns to enact juvenile court legislation. In 
the 1950s there were major efforts to stop the practice of detaining 

children in jail. 
These illustrations could be multiplied many times. What is new, 

however, is (1) the self-conscious attempt to see case services per se 
as ongoing monitoring opportunities that may lead to class advocacy 
and (2) an increasingly delibel'ate effort to assure monitoring instru­
ments on various geographic levels that involve client-consumers who 
are themselves (e.g., youth groups), or whose childrel,\ are, the ser-

vice recipients. 
The accumulated exp~1rience in this fielrl is most readily identified 

in groups that have long considered themselves to be "w?tchdog" 
organizations. In New York City, for example, the Citizens' Com­
mittee for Children has espoused the cause of "community pres­
ence"; its volunteer members and staff constantly visit state training 
schools, mental hospitals, shelters, detention homes, public welfare 
offices, day (jare centers, well-baby clinics, and child health stations. 
Such observations are sometimes the take-off point for class advo-
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cacy. At other times the' . research, which in turn gu' I'deY lInsplrde more systematic surveys or 
A' c ass a vocacy. 

s seen In our Introduction the .. commission for ch'ld h ' .executlve dIrector of a state 
1 ren as an asslgnm t th f 

:monitoring and uses it as a t k ff . en at eatures service 
search Project undertook thea e·o . pO.Int. T~e Washington Re­
court decisions on school d mon:tonng of Implementation of 

esegreaatlOn onI t find th 
was overwhelminlY in several 0 , y 0 at the task • l? respects. 

Parents of ll1stltutionalized children .. 
associations, especially in the fi Id f are or~amzed In a variety of 
Some of these groups do care~ut 0 r~tar?atlon and mental illness. 
groups concerned with com~ 't momtormg, as do self-organized 
ill, or other handicapped um y ca~e for. the retarded, mentally 
committees monitor institut?rour' omeiImes official "visiting" 
involved in "the system" t l~a care: at other times they are too 
. Controversy has develo ~d :ve a~ md~pendent perspective. 
ties, over the insistence of ~o; sP~clallY ~n drban 

ghetto communi­
the right to monitor teachers/else -orgamzrfe groups that they have 

I 
c assroom pe orm I l' 

unchroom food or actl'v't'e . d ance, t 1e qua lty of 

h 
' lIS m ay care center P bl . 

Vi en frequent visitin rt dI'srupt 1 s. ro ems atlse 
• 0 s c assroom rout'ne th l' 

:rogabves of administrators and "co ." 1 s~ e re ahve pre-
and different standards are appJit!~~umtr 7omtors are debated, 
(e.g., is the lunchroom food: 1 ~< sc 1?~ needs and services 
"adapted to the children's fa '1.0 J,: llutntlOnally adequate" or 
basic issue involved in tl e mI tY eatmg patterns"). Sometimes the 
itoriug poses to the long~~t~~~i;~:~rsy IS the. threat that such mon­
fessionals or to the rl'ght f . prAerogatrves and habits of pro-

, s 0 umons t otl f h 
umely complex questions about whe ler .lmes tere are gen-
converge and what doma' re expertIse and preferences 
are indeed to be held acco~~~ahl~st he left to administrators if they 

Monitoring as i d' t d . b "case" experience~ l~:te .~ may e}based on visits, observation, or 
sophisticated manuals gu!d mI' ay a so be based on sensitive and 

,Ie mes, contracts and b d T 
are many types of l'nd' t h ,u gets. here lCa ors t at may ale t • 
pathology, waste, and nonfeasance Th r ~o!ll~ors. to problems, 
demands innovation and inaenu't' us momtorIng IS a field that 

B . 0 1 y. 
Y Its nature class advoca th t d ' to become adversarial and ~y ~ er~es from monitoring is likely 

circumstances involve aIle a~~~~lre a egree of controversy. The 
unless it is claimed tha; th~ statu~o~~ ~:nfe?s~ncd and misfeasance, 
few resources have.been allocated Cl se ~s Ina e~uate or that too 
toward changes in personnel pr . d ass a vocacy IS often directed , oce ures, programs, or laws. Those I 

J 

,I J 
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who are intimately involved may want to defend themselves or famil-
iar ways of doing things. Nor is there any a priori basis for assum­
ing that they or the programs are never misjudged, monitors are 
always representative, reports and complaints are never inaccurate, 
or proposals are never ill advised. 

But monitoring is unavoidable if primary groups (e.g., families 
and neighborhoods) and special interest groups (e.g., parents of 
handicapped children) are to defend themselves against the self­
protectiveness of bureaucracies and professionals. Few of the newer 
child advocacy agencies we surveyed have pioneered in monitoring 
activity, although several recognize its importance. Further devel­
opment along these lines seems likely, particularly in the area of 
identifying direct service operations as targets for monitoring. 
Special efforts will be needed to develop monitoring approaches to 
the several .::ategories of child care institutions that serve up to I 
250,000 American children at a given time in circumstances with •. 
low public visibility. Here the issue is: What approach will have . 
credibility for both children and institutional staffs? What approach , 
will go beyond the one-time expose and assure continued "commu-
nity presence"? J 

SelfaHelp Initiatives 
The direct personal experience of children and parents may serve ~' 

as the take-off point for class advocacy of all kinds. The categories 
of activity are similar to those Hoted under monitoring; in fact, self­
help groups often operate through monitoring activities. However, 
parents whose children have specific handicaps and adolescents who 
share unfortunate experiences with the school system Or police do 
not necessarily organize for or need specific monitoring' arrange­
ments. Their class advocacy derives from their own experiences 
as consumers or members of the public and from their assessments 
that the treatment they have received is inadequate. 

For example, in New York City, members of the Lower East Side 
Action Project, guided by its director, Larry Cole, have monitored: , , 
juvenile detention practices and have drawn on their own experi­
ences as ex-inmates in seeking reforms. In the spring of 1972, 
thousands of parents-most of whom were minority-group AFDC 
mothers from large eastern cities-marched in Washington, D.C., 
under the auspices of NWRO and cooperating groups to demand 
adequate legislation and appropriations to assure health services, 
food, and other basic necessities for their children. Foster parents 

. '. 
I;!':;, . 

-------------------' .... : .... -------



" , 

.. ' '11.. :j/ . ~': 

"' 'f: 
;,~.' " .. i!/' 

" 

.. 

. ,' 
"'.","" ,. 

1 
? ." 

ADVOCACY IN ACTION 9.5 

who are members of state or national organizations have focused on 
what they and their foster children are guaranteed by placement 
agencies and on their rights in relation to foster children. Adoptive 
parents also have mobilized on behalf of their own and their chil­
dren's interests. 

LEGAL AND NONLEGAL ADVOCACY MEASURES 

Legal concepts and guarantees are major anchors for child advocacy, 
This was accented in our discussion of goals and sat;lctions (see 
Chapter 3). Legal intervention is a possible point of departure in 
both case and class advocacy. The lesson was well dramatized in 
1954 in Brown v. Board of Education and In re Gault in 1967 

.d (which formulated a "due process" charter for juvenile court re­
t spondents), and new possibilities were opened up by the Alabama 

"right to service" case. Similarly, the judicial system may be a 
target of child advocacy, as we also indicated earlier . 

.-\il.' Nevertheless our survey did not locate many specialized local or 
; natio~allegal programs that were working as advocates for children. 
: .A surprisingly small number of public interestlaw groups and in­
: dividual lawyers focus on "making law" (class actions) or repre­
\ senting individual children, although, of course, children and their 
l inte~ests remain within the purview of all neighborhood legal 
; serVIces. 
j Most lawyers are assigned to defend children's interests as the 

:> • result of court decisions (the Gault decision mandated access to 
~ counsel in some juvenile court actions) or related legislative devel· 
I opments. These lawyers (called law guardians or juvenile de­
! fenders) are sometimes public employees, are sometimes employed 
'hy local legal aid groups, and are sometimes volunteers employed 
I by private firms. In addition; a few nationally recognized and 
[foundation-hacked public inte~est law groups are trying to bring 
iabout further reforms in juvenile court laws, monitor services of 
;special significance to children, or test and implement new concepts 
tof rights for children in special circumstances (e.g., the insti· 
jtutionalized) or with special needs ( e.g., the retarded) • 
'I What is the relationship hetween the legal child advocacy process 
:and the nonlegal approaches to case and class advocacy that charac. 

. :terize most of the programs we have identified? Two conceptu­
.~~allzations are described in the lite.rature and discussed by persons 

: l~oncerned with distinguishing lay and l~gal advocacy: (1) One 
proposed model suggests two parallel advocacy systems-the legal 
j 

I 
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and the lay-which may refer cases hack and forth to one another, 
but: which function essentially as discrete and autonomous programs. 
Each system has its own continuum, ranging from consensus and 
cooperation to confrontation. Each has some adversary compo­
nents, since that is the nature of the advocacy process. (2) The 
alternative model may have either legal or lay auspices, but both 
types of advocacy processes are interwoven. Advocacy may be 
initiated through lay efforts or legal action, but one approach is 
stimulated, extended, and reinforced by the other. Generally, legal 
advocacy is the more fort:eful approach. It may be used when 
negotiation and persuasion fall to achieve the desired goals, or it 
may provide the initial foundation from which extensive lay advo-

cacy then proceeds. 
Although both models have theoretical validity, it is the latter 

model-the intenveaving of lay and legal advocacy-that seems 
more prevalent in current practice. With the exception of the Na­
tional Juvenile Law Center in St. Louis, Missouri (an OEO-funded 
back-up service for Neighborhood Legal Service Programs that noW 
concentrates on juvenile law reform), most programs that involve 
legal services incorporate, or try to incorporate both legal and lay 
approaches. The auspices of these programs vary; a program may 
be a legal facility that includes a supplementary service component 
or a legal division of a lay advocacy service. But regardless of 
their operating base, most of these programs try to include both 
legal and lay advocacy to achieve desired objectives. 

For example, the Kentucky Juvenile Defender Program began as a 
case-based legal service program. Shortly after it started operations, 
it concluded that its foeua was too narroW and began to incorporate 
extensive direct service, community organization, and class advo-

cacy components. 
In contrast, United Bronx Parents-a lay advocacy program in 

the Bronx, New York, which trains parents to act as advocates for 
their children in the school system-is currently seeking funds for 
a legal facility. Having identified certain factors that constrained 
the program's effectiveness, the members concluded that legal inter-

vention was required. 
The Children's Defense Fund, a neighborhood legal service pro-

gram currently being launched by a lawyer in California, is pl'emised 
on the fact that since court action is slow and costly, it should be 
used only after other advocacy strategies have failed. Although 
the program is still in the planning stage, it presumably will incor-

porate both lay and legal approaches, 
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A final illustration of a ro th advocacy in complementar pw:raI~ at uses both legal and lay 
Student Citizenship, llight; a l~ 1S the. ~e?!er for the Study of 
An OEO-funded Neighborhoo: L ~~onsl.blhhes in Dayton, Ohio. 
by a nonlawyer, it is essentiallyeg I er~lCe Program administered 
phasizes case advocacy and stu: ~~ a. v~cacy program that em­
lawyer on its staff and uses the ;: ~ rl.g ts. However, it has a 
viously for necessary backu " ;UlS .p~ogram described pre­
limitations of court actions Pt~.nQ sta tral~mg. Recognizing the 
as .the bulwark of its advo' IS program VieWS legal intervention 

th 
cacy process Such' t . 

e necessary impetus for ch d' m erventlOn provides 
ence point from which lay adange an thus estllblishes a llew refer-

ff 
• vocacy can tal-e off It 1 . 

an e ective strategy of last resort whe \.... . a so pr~vldes 
a stronger adversarial stance is . ndextenslVela

y 
efforts fall and 

Thi" reqUIre . 
. s Intermmgling of legal and la ad . 

cluld advocacy programs H' t . 11Y vocacy IS not unique to .• . IS onca y advoc~c . 
. mto SOCIal services in an att t j ·a y was mcorporated 
Iationship to clients It d .emP

f 
to change the practitioner's re-

. . • enves rom conce t f' h 
practltIoner's responsihility t r rp song ts, sees the 
bility to the agency and' ? tC lenis as superseding his responsi-

, 1S m erested in b th . pro~ches. Mobilization For Youth' N yO c~se and class ap­
tl'atlOn of this approach at th .l~h e~ ork CIty, the first mus­
legal service program only aft e ~;lg or. ood level, established its 
advocacy. Several advoc er 1 recogmzed the limitations of lay 
mittee for Children for acy prrg),a:s (New York's Citizens' Com­
staffs and have su~ported~np e . ave incl~ded lawyers on their 
lawyers on their boards. e actlve professlOnal participation of 

Although they acknowledge the im ortan 
many people who are active in child !dvo ce of the legal process, 
the process as the major one' th fi Id cacy programs do not see 
treatment" case dramatizes thi~n ~ .. e . ,The Alabama "right to 
general rights or eliminate ineq ~~~nt. ~ou~Ls.may help to establish 
pertise or administrative ea aci~l les, ut It IS not within their ex­
to reform services case h p Y to n:uster the persistence needed 
Office of Children's Servic~s c;:~e~~l pomt b.y point. However, the 
of New York State's J udiciai C f Y estah~lshed under the auspices 
Court with the resources necess~: e:enc~ trles to provide the Family 

We believe that until the chid a~~a~take this f?nction. 
lated, goals are more clearly d r d y process IS better fonnu­
have heen tested more system ~,m~~te 'hand ,alternative structures 
regarding the relationship be: lCa i' t 1 ere IS no definite answer 
\'iously, both processes are ess::~al e~~m and lat

y 
a£dvocac

y
, Oh-ponen s 0 advocacy on 
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behalf of children, and the relationship between them deserves 

furt,her consideration. 

TARGETS FOR INTERVENTION 
Advocacy must have a target if it is to realize its goals. The target 
is whatever is seen as the critical or most accessible locus of de­
cision-making: it can be the case, the local service agency, an ad­
ministrative or executive agency, a legislative body, or the court 

system. "\ 1. Case. As already discussed, some advocacy is content to 
solve the problem involved in a specific case. This holds true 
whether the situation involves case advocacy (in a direct service 
program or access service) or legal advocacy that does not become a 
class action (e.g., legal action in New York to get the education 
authorities to pay tuition for a retarded child under existing en­
titlement) . When the case is the target, the advocacy generally 

deals with local agencies. 
2. Local service agency. When the target is not the case, 

or not the case alone, the advocacy often focuses on the local service 
agency. Schools, health programs, and juvenile courts are popular 
targets, for instance. Sometimes the target is a welfare or food pro­
gram. Surprisingly, housing programs and public assistance depart­
ments are infrequent targets, perhaps because they are considered 
to be beyond the scope of child advocacy programs. When the local 
service agency is the target, whether it is publicly or privately 
funded, the advocacy often concentrates on procedures and policies. 
Sometimes the emphasis is on personnel: program content, or the 
response to a specific category of client, 

3. Administrative or exeeutive agency. Whether the tar-
get is a voluntary program or one with federal or state funding, the 
conclusion sometimes is that the reforms cannot or will not be car­
ried out by the local service agency. When the class advocacy turns 
to budgets, laws, overall policies and guidelines, eligibility rules, or 
the need to replace or recruit high-level personnel, there is oftc-n no 
choice but to go to the source of adminiotrative or executive aU­
thority, Class advocacy therefore deals with governors, commis­
sioners, administrators, mayors, county executives, chiefs of state 
departments, regional officials, and, occasionally, federal adminis­
trative personnel. For this reason, class advocates often must com­
bine technical expertise with political a:'lld negotiation skills. They 
must know government structures, departmental procedures, 1~w5, 
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programs, and fields of service and kno v h' . 
Class advocacy on this level ,'loW to brmg about change. 

.th ,. may InVO ve a teaming u f 'd 
expert WI CItizen volunteers but t' p 0 a pal 
selves have the necessary inil' some llDes the volunteers them-
one federally funded statew'duendce and expertise, The director of 

. ,I e a vocacy progra fl' 
expert In reachI'ng and' il .., m, or examp e, 15 an m uencmg maj ffi . 1 b 
be far less effective if she were t n ?rf 0 CIa 5, ut she would 
issues. no we In ormed about substantive 

4. Legislature. Some advocac 
mote or block legislation or . fl Y groups undertake to pro-
lative bodies The testif lD u~nce budgetary actions by legis­
bills, lobby, ~nd tr; to ge; X:! h:anngs, urge legislat?rs to i.<1troduce 
that have been passed Civi y rs or governors to SIgn or veto bills 
in the children's field' and clroups~ agencies with special interest 
legislatures long befo;e chil~e ;rgamzed parent groups focused on 
process. The fedp.-ra'l a vochacy was formulated as a unique 

v government as be th 1 for several lobb in' en e ocus of operations 
of the children~ lel~roups ~a~ co~entr~te on specialized aspects 

ta:get of one modest g;n:~~~~:d ~ff~r~c~:01' an.d it phas been the 
mittee. An attem t t ,men can arents' Com-
Lobby in Washingion °b:~:t~ a.po;~~f' broad-based Children's 
nificant success as yet: Stat urmg -72, has achieved no sig­
tivities of this kind b e hgovernments are the usual arena for ac-
. ecause t ey are more 'bI ' 

Cles and civic groups that undertak . acces~l ,e ~o soc~al agen-
Since the 1969 tax legislatio e ac~ons Vls-a-VlS legIslatures. 

cautious than ever in underta~i:O?:~ ~ group.s ~l~ve been more 
lobby ex enclin d g 0 ymg actlVltIes. Some do 
by la~) ~n th ~ ah~ho est 5. p~r?ent of their resources (as defined 

elr Ig est pnontIes Oth f 
educational efforts that either ar '1 ers ocus on nonpartisan 
sponses to queries from the Ie e.ufr~ ated to pend~ng bills 01' are re­
the consequences and merits of giS atlve d or executive branch about 
tax laws remain unchanged nonPprrooPfiotse. ~easures. As long as the 
, '11 ,CIVIC groups and '1 

Cies WI be constrained from lobb ' . . , SOCIa agen-
claime~ lobbying groups in the child;::~s ~c~~~es. d The self-pro­
exemptIon are likely to be f' bet at 0 not seek tax 
will have to be done by CI't~W m num

l 
ere Thus th~ major lobbying 

Izens at arge wh d 
or revelation or organize for a 'fi 0 respon to an abuse 
whose children have unmet s~eCl ~ urgent cause or by parents 
the legislative level. nee s an w ose only recourse is at 

5. Courts. Juvenile and f 'I 1 
the lives of children in trouble a~l Y1 court~ p ay major roles in 
may lead to long-term supervisi~n ,e

g
t ~ct, a use, and delinquency , m rmgement on parental rights, 
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foster home or institutional care, and many other changes in a 
child's or family's life. In some places, the court. is a major instru­
ment for making services available (e.g., mandating public funds to 
pay tuition). The courts also may become the ilO.strument of advo­
cacy-important way-stations on the path to guaranteeing equal 
treatment ;in the service agencies, ending undue interference with 
child or parental rights, assuring due process, and the like. 

Juvenile and family courts have been the object of major legal 
class actions in recent decades. They have also been the object of 
a series of decisions handed down by the Supreme Court since the 
Xent v. United States decision in 1966 and the decision In re Gault 
in 1967. In addition, these courts have been the: target of reformers 
who want to redefine their jurisdiction or procedures by reforming 
state laws or improve their performance by providing more staff or 
resources and better judicial personnel. In othf,~r words, the courts, 
like other institutions, are both potential targets of and instruments 
for advocacy, 

BASES OF OPERATION FOR CHILD ADVOCACY 

It is possible to categorize child advocacy programs according to 
their base of operations. In other words, programs can be estab­
lished at either the local, state, or national level, relatively inde­
pendently of their funding sources,. As a result, there are federally 
funded programs that operate at the local, state, or national level. 
Similarly, state-funded programs operate at both state and local 
levels, and programs funded by voluntary sources operate at the 
local, state, or national level. 

The base of operations seems directly rel:ated to the targets of 
intervention. Generally, programs can be divided into three major 
groups: (1) locally based programs that concentrate on effecting 
change ·in case sitQations andlor local service agencies, (2) state­
based programs that focus on state administrative agencies, state 
legislatures, andlor the courts, and (3) n:ational programs whose 
targets are federal administrative agenciel5, Congress, andlor the 
federal courts. 

In the newer programs, especially, we nf)te some crossing of lines, 
so these programs are certainly not pure types. For example, some 
local programs are attempting to influence the court system, and 
some state-based programs intervene :into local service agencies. 
However, since most programs are in 'the experimental stages, it is 
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impossible to predict h th 
ff t ' Weer such combinations will be ffi' e ec Ive. . e Clent or 

In this chapter we have discussed h 
through case services surveys f bloW advocacy is initiated: 
toring, and sel£-initi:tives W: ~:~ ~;s ~nd needs, service moni­
based: at local state and n t' I e

l 
I elsnhfied where advocacy is 

, "a lona eve under b th bl' 
prIvate auspices. And we have indicat d '. 0 pu IC and 
case, local service system ad " e, major .targets-the specific 
court system. We have offered~DlstratIVe agency, legislature, or 
advocacy, but We note the cas f 0 clc~ure on the process of child 
and structures If th ' e or a dIVersity of advocacy locuses 
d ,ere IS an argument for b th d 

a ~ocacy (and it appears that there is) . 0 case an class 
qUIres a range of targets and m th d and If cl~ss advocacy re- .. 
impressive too) advoc e. 0 s (and the eVIdence for this is 

1 ,acy reqUIres a diversity f 
out ets. There is little deta'l d d .;. 0 structures and 
with either cases or classes IO~ , escrIptIon, of ?ow advocates work 
theory and knowledge 0 f .IIssues, There IS even less practice 
fl ' ur al ure to offer m ' h' 

eets the :'!iate of the art and tl . . hI ore ~n t IS report re-
boundaries and goals first, No~~~::;Ita e nece~slty of specifying 
been discussed, serious professional w:kh~~ndarIes and goals have 
processes becomes possible 0 I 'f th.. - goals, structures, and 
d d . n y 1 IS work is don hild a vocacy emonstrate its validit as a f • . e can c 

for which people may be hired y d t ,un~tlOn-l,e., as an activity 
be recognized and encouraged, an rame and in which skill may 

, 
,I 
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5. Program Variables: Search lor Results 

Our premise is that clarity and· deliberateness in the design of child 
advocacy programs are directly related to effectiveness. Yet, as we 
have demonstrated, no one conceptual scheme would order the ma­
terial presented so far, We do have tentative classification ap­
proaches to some aspects of advocacy (case and class, starting 
points, bases of operation, and targets) and descriptions of others. 
illtimately, clarification of goals, development of effective structures, 
and refinement of child advocacy processes will gain from systema­
tization of experience. But to assist those who must make decisions 
noW and to contribute to ongoing study of what works best l we offer 
a summary of what we know or believe about the significance of 

specific variables. Because our study was exploratory, the conclusions we have 
reached with regard to these variables are tentative at best, In 
some instances, our comrictions outweigh our data. However, cer­
tain patterns emerged so consistently in the various programs that 
we feel they should be offered as hypotheses and suggestions for 

systematic study, The variables we have identified may be grouped under the head-
ings goals, processes, and structures. Generally the programs we 
visited tended to emphasize structural variables in their planning 
and gave little consideration to the equally important variables of 
processes and goals, Our impression is that the most effective neW 
programs defined their goals first and then developed structures and 
interventive strategies in accordance with these goals. Of course, 
this sequence is not feasible for an existing agency that takes on 

advocacy, 
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GOALS 

We have already discussed the b . 
cacy. (Chapter 3) and have iden~~fiae~ general .goals of child ~dvo. 
ventlOn (Chapter 4) In th' h the major targets for mter-

, IS C apter w 'n 
vations about specific pro I' e WI present some obser-, gram goa s and the' l' . 
tIOns of choosing such goals. Imp lCahons for opera-

Perhaps the major objective of h' to effect specific changes in . most c Ild advocacy programs is 
or society, Major issues of n:~:ca~ sys~e~s, rather than in families 
e.g., income maintenance h . SOCIa policy related to children 

• h' th ' ousmg and health ' WIt m e scope of most ch'Id d' programs, are not 

C
. , , I a vocacy pro N 1~lzens Committee for Children wh' grams. eW York's 

chIldren for more than tw t fi' lCh has heen an advocate for 
local groups in this reg d e~ y- ve years, is almost unique among 
campaign of the late l~~Os a~;pe~heade,d the children's allowance 
O!her local groups, of course h ot b er n~,tlona~ efforts in the 1950s. 
WIth the White House or Co~ ::e een react,lve";ommunicating 
get appropriations. g ss about speCIfic legIslation or hud~ 

As indicated previously a fe d vocacy for children hav: b w m~ est ~fforts at broad policy ad. 
groups. School lunch pro een.un erta en by national lohbying 
public assistance are som:r:;nJ; ~ncome maintenance, day care, and 
"categorical" lobbying effo t ,elf ;cen,t targets. There are more 
(e.g., education) or hand' r s t ashmgton, organized hy field 
A significant number of Icap 1 e.g., retardation or mental illness) 

, genera groups on th I I ' 
overall Improvement in ro • e state eve are seeking 
for children, and many ~rO':~m:.' serVIces, and budget allocations 
specific groups of children~ {: ~~ns are guarding the interests of 
mental levels focus on keepin ~ 'la:dvocacy efforts on all govern­
courts, and a few are tryin t gel en out of training schools and 
been denied or unavailable~ 0 assure treatment that has previously 

Several of the newer national c~uded that children's needs r g~oups, s.uch as NWRO, have con-
CItizen action regarding bro Pd OVI~? . a vI~hle hase for mobilizing 
recent Children's March ~ t-0 Ihcal Issues: for example the 
bridge the gap betwee:n h'lads mdgton. Such efforts are me:nt to 

I 1 
. CIa vocacy proD' th d 

c ear y cIrcumscrl'hed I d b

rams 
at a dress goa s an organ'z t' th 

scale social change. But the result f I a IOns at address large-
Several experts and a numb s 0 these efforts are uncertain. 

child advocacy have observed ~~ of program dir~ctors in the field of at programs whICh focus on specific 
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, . f children seem more able to rally memo 
issues, fields, or categor~es ~ 'fi t substantive contributions than 
bers for action and rna e sIgm tan l f improving conditions for 
those that f~cus on the. gener~~:~ k:owledge and expertise are 
children. Smce extensIve tee . I 'to complex service systems, 
often required to intervene effectlveh~ Ih~l' ht one target for change 

b . f OO'Tams to Ig Ig k 
it may e eaSIer or pr 0" I 'th several systems or wor 
rather than try to deal sim~~~~eou~{e ~~ct that broad.based organi. 
in a number of fields, In a , ~lOn, table to all their supporters 
zations mu~t select g,oals v.:h1C ot~~e~;c:!ivities and disco~rages the 
seems to dIlute the IntensIty.. , ' TIle recently estabhshed Na· 

. "t' of lay CItIzens, actIve partlclpa IOn , must expend an enormous 
tional Children's Lobby, for Inst;nc7, long range goals that are 
amount of time and energy deve opmg f . "activists" to "good 
acceptable to all members! who ;an~e m::~ categorical advocacy 
government" reformers, n cdondra1s '~ldren or county mental health 

h ts of retar e c 11 ~ d 
groupS, suc as paren, d f embership involvement an are 
associations, ha:e a,hIgh ,eg~ee ~it~~ories for their members, . 
unusually effectIve In achIevm~dress a single target for change, It 

If a program chooses to ad' ue (e g school 
th ize aroun an 'LSS ' " 

must decide whe er to organ ( learning disabilities), Be· 
lunches) or a problem category 't~gf~agmented services and the 
cause of the present concern t ~;, hed for special groupS, we ques· 
stigma attached to ~rograr.ns es; n~~ts of the latter approach are 
tion whether the ImmedIate e Therefore we believe that the 
greater than the secondary c~s~s, und sp~cific issues is prefer· 
alternative approach of orgamzmg aro h m' this area and both 

, 1 h s been no researc 
able, But smce t lere a ff' realize that our preference 

h ear to be e ectIve, we d 
approac es app , d we urge systematic stu y, 
represents a value chOIce an d 'fie issue can develop a con· 

A program organized aroun , a ~pe~I organizing an ad hoc task 
stituency in one of t~ree ~:~:d.~a~ed ~oalition, or (3) by establish· 
force, (2) by developI~g a, The selection of a particular strategy 
ing a specialized orgam~atlOn, h . the natnre of the issue, the 
depends on idiosyncra,tl,c !ac!~~'t~~c le:;th of time planned for, the 
strength of the opPOSItlO , I the coalition that was orgamzed 

'gn For examp e, B'll advocacy campaI, C d Child Development 1 concen· 
to support the 1971 Day , lar~ an A t'on for Children's Television, 

, £legIS atJon, c 1 • f 
trated on one pIece 0 f the quality of programmmg or 
on the other hand, which bOl,cuhseds on a more permanent basis as a 
hildren had to be esta IS e on c, . 

single-issue organization. h' h programs intervene and the 
The levels of government at w lC 

. ~ . 
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specific targets addressed at each level appear to be critical factors 
in determining whether goals can be achieved. Thus, programs that 
have the objective of intervening at the state level seem more effec. 
tive in monitoring and influencing policy decisions of major service 
systems than programs that attempt to effect such change by inter· 
vening in local subsystems. However, since the first approach tends 
to be used by governors' committees and similar state programs, 
which generally have sophisticated and experienced staffs and long 
histories of successful operations, effectiveness may be a conse· 
quence of expertise more than anything else. 

Although public and voluntary advocacy programs at all levels 
talk about the need for coordinating different service systems, they 
seem unable to do this effectively. Thus we question whether this is 
an appropriate function for an advocacy organization per se. Groups 
interested in children are concerned with this problem, however, and 
during the past several years offices of child development or chilo 
dren's services have been established within state departments of 
human services or governors' offices in response to this concern. 
It is too early to say whether any of these coordinating devices will 
be effective; much will depend on the degree of authority vested in 
such offices. Advocacy groups in states will want to monitor these 
efforts, which take several forms and are based on a variety of 
premises. We doubt (but wait for the evidence) that when such 
units or officials take on major coordination or planning roles, they 
also suffice as state·level agencies for child advocacy. 

Again, programs that operate at the state level and use sophisti· 
cated lobbying techniques seem to be most effective in influencing 
state legislation. Some of the newer state and community·based 
programs are also attempting to influence legislation by mobilizing 
widespread citizen action. Some observers maintain that because 
the locus of political power is shifting, this approach will prove to be 
more effective in the long run. In any case, many believe that the 
more traditional state·level class advocacy programs will have to 
develop broader·based constituencies to retain their effectiveness, 
It seems likely that a combination of reorganized, "traditional" 
statewide groups and newer organizations made up of mobilized 
constituencies may be operating at the state level in coming years. 

In contrast to state programs, community.based programs seem 
most effective in case advocacy and integration of services because 
they are in closer touch with their consumers' needs and have 
immediate access to local·level programs and practitioners. Most 
programs at the community level address the school system, health 
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services, j uvenile justic~ system, transportation, or child develop­
ment services. All these programs tend to focus on one or two ser­
vices, rather than the range of services. However, this selectivity 
apparently leads to greater effectiveness. . 

Finally, no organization, either in- or outside ?f government, IS 
engaging in ;:my extensive monitoring of federal chIldr~n's programs. 
We consider such monitoring to be a' major need, whIch as yet has 
not been addressed by child advocacy. Here again, the experience of 
civil rights and political action groups that have attempted to moni­
tor the implementation of ~chool desegregation or school lunch ~ro­
grams indicates that focusing on.a single issu~ may be ~ost effiCient 
because of the resources reqUlred to momtor effectlVely, The 
Southeast Caucus on Child Advocacy, an advocacy program that 
monitors a regional office of OeD, may offer a possible approach to 
monitoring federal programs. . 

Most child advocacy programs, as we have noted, actually belIeve 
in and attempt to practice family advocacy. Usually, it is only in 
programs which serve youths that a distinction is m~de beh~ee.n 
advocacy for children and advocacy for the total famIly. ThIs IS 
not surprising because conflicts of interest betwcen children and 
parents become most apparent during adolescence, and adolescents, 
unlike younger children, can articulate their needs. An additional 
factor that influences the development of youth advocacy programs 
is that youths are now recognized as a legitimate interest group, 
and such programs are generally expected to be directly accountable 
to their consumers. A current critical issue is how to implement 
youths' participation in relevant planning and policy-making for 
their own programs, as well as for programs that address broad 
social objectives. 

Currently there seem to be three major thrusts in the field of 
youth advocacy. The first is the self-help programs, which have a 

" h l' " It t' hi" strong dIrect servIce component, e.g., ot mes, a erna Ive sc 00 s, 
drug treatment centers, and encounter groups. These programs 
exemplify proposed models for service delivery-or "advocacy by 
demonstration." The major drawback is that such efforts are gen­
erally transient because of youths' physical mobility and evanescent 
leadership, 

The second type of youth advocacy program addresses the prob­
lem of youth participation in the determination of public policy. 
The most successful programs tend to involve adults as well as 
youths and have strong links to both the "establishme~t". and the 
youth community. The reasons for these characterIstIcs seem 
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o~vious: youth programs that are administered strictly by adults 
fail becau.se. they lack credibility with the youths they attempt to 
8erv~: SImIlar!y, programs administered solely by youths lack 
stabIlIty, have. d~~cu~ty gaining access to significant decision-makers, 
and lack credIbIht~ In. the com~unity at large. One illustration of 
a successful orgamzatIOn of tIus type is the ~an F . Y h 
C '1 h' h . u ran CISCO out 

OunCI ,w IC .IS based in the city's Commission on Human Rights 
a~d ha~ a, full-hme executive director. This program, Vlhich works 
'~Ith eXIstIng y~uth organizations, has developed a manual of student 
rIghts and a grIevance procedure for the public schools and it has 
b~en. successful in placing youths on several city and' state com­
mISSIons_ 

. The third ~ajo: focus of youth advocacy programs is on students' 
nghts, espec~ally In the ~?hool system. This development is related 
to t~e ~OWl~,.g r~cognltJon that youths have valid rights which 
reqUIre IdentInCatIOn and SUpport. The most successful programs 
concent~ate on clearly defined, circumscribed, and explicit goals and 
operate In school systems that acknowledge the concept's legitimacy. 
Se~eral s~ch progra,..ms have developed recently, including the 
PhIla~el~hIa Urban League's Youth Advocacy Program, the Stu­
dents RIghts Program of the New York Civil Liberties Union and 
t~e. ?~nt~r for the Study of Student Citizenship, Rights and Re~ on-
sIbIlIhes In Dayton, Ohio. p 

Another ~ntere~ting recent d~velopment is the child advocacy pro­
gram that IS deSIgned to momtor the sponsoring agency's service 
system fro~ within-unlike most advocacy programs, which are 
~et up outSIde the system being monitored. These internal monitor­
£nl5. programs a;e generally located in large multifunction organi­
zatIOns, and theIr purpose is to ascertain whether all elements it' the 
system are working effectively and to introduce changes and'im­
provements, when necessary. For example the Community Men~al 
Health Center at Denver (Colorado) Gener~l Hospital cr~ated such 
a progra~ a yea: ago. I~ this project two social workers provide 
consultatlO? ~o dI:ect serVIce practitioners, make recommendations 
to the admmIst:ahon, engage in case advocacy with other agencies 
?n be~alf of chIldren served by the mental health center, and partie­
~pate In several community action groups that focus on children's ISllues, 

Sel.f-monitoring is relatively new, so we have little solid experience 
Or eVIdence to report. Generally, the staffs of these programs feel 
t?at ~e mO,del may be viable if advocates can establish good rela­
tIonshIps WIth line staff and if they have quick access to a chief 
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, h am's goals, However, such 
administrator who supports t, ~ pro

t
gr

b
, e t because they must auvo" 

carious posItIon as, 'f staffs occupy a pre . h t them and must obtam 10 or, 
cate with the yery systems t at sU1po~ are attempting to monitor, 
mation and sup~ort from the p~~! eme:~ods of ensuring that large 
Because th~re IS a ne~d fO~at the are intended to do, approaches 
bureaucracIes accomphsh, '~ y l' her-level inspectors general 
that involve either pra?htIOners or llg 
deserve further exploratIOn, 

PROCESSES: METHODS AND TECHNIQUES 
, ' , . around the country, we were struck . 

Durmg our VISItS to progra~s, 'I ble regarding the methods 
by the limited know~edge t at IS a:~a:h:ir effectiveness, Advocacy 
and techniques of chIld advocacy l' d "eldom discussed, and 

1 b orly conceptua Ize , " 
processes lave een po d M t Ie who do this work seem 

'ff 11' lemente, os peop f 
thus me ect~a y,Imp, , h j: than with any precise sense, 0 

. to be operatmg I?tUlt!vely,. rat ~ h and how they can be effectIve. 
what they are trymg to acc,o~f~l s efforts to conceptualize advocacy 
Thus we have made some 10 d th broad classification scheme 
processes and have deielo~~ ha;tpr we will focus on the specific 
described in Chapt~r 4., ntIs c ro"';ams and practitioners, 
methods and techmques used by p h and techniques of com-

Lack of familiarity with recent t eorY
f 

many community-based , ' r 't the range 0 
munity orgamzatIon Imi s . ttempt to obtain community 

Such programs maya, 'h t programs. d . d d' arate populatIons, WIt ou 
involvement from fi'a~ent~ an ISP ented or trying to mobil­
recognizing the diverSIty of mterests freprespport In addition, such 

, nity groups or su . 
ize and organIze com~u, d knowled e about how change has been 
program~ often have lImIte Instead, t~ey operate on the as~ump~ion 
effected 10 other ~ystems, 'n b ufficient to remedy It, Smce 
that simply exposmg a proble~ W?l ~os the Community Action Pro­
many ,of these pr~gramsf are SIr:

I 
a:f the same problems of program 

grams of the 1960s and ace rna. Y 't' surprising how few are 
d implementation, 1 IS , 

development an 1 d f the experiences of CommunIty 
familiar with or have earne r~~erences too of course, Most 
Action Programs. There are to

l 
utilize a' conflict model of social 

child advocacy programs te?d rt Community Action Programs 
change less often than a~tllli~ov~ ~evelop positive and coop£;rative 
did and they seem more WI ng 0 

ks' • h nity decision-makers, h' . 
lin WIt commu at the state level exhibit greater sop ISt!ca-

Generally, programs h Many directors are thoroughly 
tion in the processes t ey use, 
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knowledgeable about the systems they are trying to change and the 
leverage points that are appropriatf: to effect such change. Also, 
some of these programs have a long experiential history. Their 
staffs have frequently spent many years enhancing their own credi­
bility with inBuential people in and out of government. Having 
already achieved recognition and status, these programs do not need 
to maintain the degree of visibility required of new ones and thus 
can successfully use lower-key approaches to effect change. On the 
other hand, their low visibility sometimes creates problems of credi­
bility among youths and emerging community groups. 

For tht~ most part, programs rely on traditional methods that 
are familiar and comfortable. For example, community-based pro­
grams most often identify children's needs by summing up direct 
experience in conducting counseling services. But, for some pur­
poses, ongoing professional analyses of statistical indicators of 
health or deviance or analysis of demographic materials or per­
formance records would be ~ore accurate 'and effective. Or perhaps 
parental testimony could be:) solicited and consolidated. On the 
other hand, state committees, which rely routinely on statis~ical or 
case reports, seldom utilize cost-benefit analyses or investigations 
of productivity as they moniti)r services. 

In addition to the continuillg overemphasis on the use of tradi­
tional methods and lack of knl)wledge about appropriate but unfa­
miliar methods, there is a thinI problem related to child advocacy 
processes: the occasional use of new fads in methods and techniques 
regardless of their appropriatent~ss. For example, several programs 
attempt to utilize a "systems approach" to child advocacy. How­
ever, probing reveals that few ,lctually understand systems theory 
and its applicability, even if "uystem" is used in a metaphorical 
rather than scientific sense. Ot;lers, using the "systems approach" 
label, continue to operate along <~onventional cause-effect lines (e.g., 
they provide early child development programs so that children will 
perform better when they enter school and do not influence the 
"receiving" school at all). However, an illustration of how this 
approach can be used appropriately and effectively can be found in 
the BEH/NIMH project in North Carolina, which is summarized in 
AppendixA. 

Many agencies fail to distinguish the stages by which goals are 
attained and may attempt to utilize the same mechanisms and 
processes for achieving all goals, instead of recognizing that meth­
ods must be applied differentially, depending on the goal. For exam· 
pIe, the technique$ that can be used successfully to draw attention to 
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a problem are frequently different from those that must be used 
to solve the problem. Public demonstrations and publicity in the 
mass media are often useful for creating a public ~ssue. But once 
the public is alerted to the problem, these same techniques may be 
inappropriate. For instance, television coverage was used success­
fully recently in New York State to create public outrage about the 
inadequate care provided for retarded children in state schools. 
Once the public was aroused, however, the :reporter who led the 
campaign used the weapon of television to encourage support for 
legislation that, if passed, could only compound the pro~lem. 

When a child advocacy program already has the attentlOn of the 
system it wishes to change, sometimes it can effectively use interven­
tion techniques with low public visibility. Thus the objects of the 
campaign are not forced to take a public position that will he diffi­
cult to reverse. In other words, programs that specify theh' opera­
tional goals and design their strategies accordingly are likely to be 
more effective than those that use a limited repertoire of techniques 
indiscriminately. . 

Conventional wisdom. and recent research on neighborhood ser­
vil::e centers indicate that service provision and social action cannot 
be carried out' effectively in one program. Yet our experience in 
the field consistently revealed the coexistence of these activities 
within one program. Although this may reHect. a lack of familiarity 
with the experiences of earlier programs, it may also indicate that 
under certain circumstances it is feasible to include both approaches. 
Since me-st community-based and city-wide advocacy programs that 
encompass this dual thrust are relatively new, only further study, 
after a more extensive period of operation, will clarify its viability. 

Finally, one of our clearest findings is that program leadership is 
enormously important. Perhaps because processes are so poorly 
conceptualized and goals are so diffuse, leaders~ip eme~ges as .a 
crucial variable in determining whether a program IS effectIve. ThIS 
holds true regardles!l of the program's size, the nature of the staff 
(paid or unpaid), or the governmental level at which the program 
operates. Leadership is particularly critical in programs that stress 
citizen action or are especially innovative. For example, one state 
commission, which had a strong record of achievements on behalf 
of children under the leadership of its first executive, has become 
almost defunct since he resigned a.·few years ago. 

Though leadership per se is essential for a program's s~ccess, 
effective leadership varies in personal style from the dramatIc and 
charismatic to the low key. In some instances, expertise in a field 
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(e.g.~ retardation) or a process (e.g., lobbying or budgeting) or 
knowledge of a geographic area (e.g., neighborhood) appears to be 
the critical element. 

We have not found any impressive training programs in child 
advocacy, and they should not be expected until methods and tech­
niques have been more carefully studied and conceptualized and 
some of the issues posed about accountability and sanction have 
been further explored. 

STRUCTURE: ORGANIZATIONAL VARIABLES 

The structural variables that have received the most attention 
include funding, program sponsorship and auspices, staffing pat­
terns, and the nature and composition of boards. Although money 
docs not guarantee effectiveness, where it comes from and how it is 
received appear to be critical variables in determining what a pro­
gram can or cannot do. Money defines the program's boundaries­
e.g., its policies, location, clientele, and sometimes even its goals. 
Generally, the source of funds and the means by which money is 
channeled to a program are more important than the actual dollar 
amount involved. . . 

One surprising finding is that there is no direct relationship be­
tw'een the size of a program's budget and the scope of its activities 
or apparent effectiveness. For example, the Illinois Commission on 
Children has an annual budget of approximately $120,000, but it 
operates an extraordinarily effective program focused on children's 
needs in one of the most heavily populated states. In contrast, 
several programs with substantially larger budgets serve one hun­
dred children, or less on occasion, without any clear idea of what the 
nature of their program is or should be. 

Although the voluntary sector has traditionally been expected to 
engage in more innovative and experimental programs than the 
public sector, we found that this is nQ longer necessarily true. One 
reason may be that because advocacy is often associated with 
lobbying, the 1969 federal tax legislation may have inhibited the 
private foundations and voluntary agencies from supporting activi­
ties under this label. For example, the Manchester Union Leader 
in Manchester, New Hampshire, filed a complaint with the regional 
office of the Internal Revenue Service when the local family agency's 
advocate began to organize a campaign against cutbacks in public 
welfare. 

Within the public sector both federal and state governments 
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support a large number of child ad:oc~cy p:og~ams. In spite of 
the traditional concern regarding inStltutIOnahzatl~n. of an advocacy 
function within government, there are only a !lmlted number, of 
ex licit constraints on public programs: spec~fically, t~ey n.ust 
av~id partisan politics and clearly illegal behavIO:. Judgmg fro~ 
the activities of state committees, several of whICh .have been m 
existence for over twenty years, it appears that pubhc money can 
be used to effect changes within service systems. However, the 
experience of the antipoverty programs of the 1960s sug~ests ~~t 

uhlic money may be lost when attempts are made to reah~ pohtI­
~al power blocs. At present, federally funded commum~y-b.ased 
programs have not been operational long enough to In.dJCate 
whether similar consequences would result if they began to address 
taro-ets other than relevant service systems. . 

Despite the fact that tp.any of these programs have co~mumty 
controlled boards, ultimate authority with .regard to pohcy and 
continuation of the program generally :est~ WIth the ~unding agen?y. 
And the funding agency does set gUIdehnes that lllfluence polIcy 
nd roo-ramming. The joint BEHjNIMH program, for exa~ple, 

~as i~su~d explicit recommendations limiting the amount of duect 
service that can be provided, although some of, the. local p~ogra~ 
staff and board members feel that direct serVIce 1.S essentIal f01 

h'e ement of overall (yoals. Similarly, OEO, wIuch funded tbe 
ac I v b 'b'l" " t d Center on Student Citizenship, Rights and ~esponsl 1 Itles, lllSlS e 
that the agency change its name hecause The Student Advocacy 
Center," as it was called in the original proposal, sounded too 

militant. r' f 
Although program sponsorship influences progr~m po ICleS. a~ 

less than we anticipated (except when the sp?nsonng agency ~n( 
funding source are the same), there are occasIOnal prohle~s w en 
funding for what is essentially an indepe~dent program ~ c~~d 

lIed through an established agency. For lllstance, when t e c 
~~vocacy program has different goals, an independent bo~rd, or a 
staff that is separate from the sponsoring agency, conflICts over 
policy may arise. . d 1 

Th Joint Commission on Mental Health of Children recommen ea 
the e:tablishment of a single hierarchical system of. child advoca~y 
that would have operational units at each level of go~ernment. Th.s 
s stem has not been implemented, and from the ev~dence we. have 
y t' at different levels we question the WIsdom on programs opera mg , 6) The 
f establishing such a hierarchical system (see Chapter . 1 
~ost effective ~programs seem to work largely because they are re a-

f 
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tively autonomous and are therefore free to intervene in parallel 
systems as well as those immediately above or below them. This 
ability to move in different directions without having to channel 
activities through a hierarchical system facilitates more immediate 
responses to crises. It also enables programs to utilize more in­
formal techniques and strategies and to negotiate without worrying 
about the vested interests of a large bureaucracy. 

The same need for flexibility and autonomy seems evident in re­
lation to staffing patterns within advocacy programs. We are par­
ticularly impressed by the fact that practitioners of advocacy must 
be self-reliant and relatively autonomous. The closely supervised, 
constricted staff member who is not prepared to move without a 
supervisory conference or team meeting is unlikely to initiate much 
or be flexible and responsive enough to be successful. 

The nature and composition of boards and staff are consistently 
Plllphasized in almost all the programs We have visited. Many pro­
grams seek the same objective as the antipoverty programs-maxi_ 
mum feasible participation of the poor in planning and policy­
making; others express interest ill assuring program accountability 
to service consumers. Enormous stress is often placed on the nature 
of the hoard and staff without any real recognition that consumer 
representation on the hoard is only one device for achieving partici­
pation or accountability. Whether this device is effective or whether 
there might be alternative and preferable devices, such as consumer 
preference surveys, consumer protection mechanisms, and consumer 
evaluations is rarely explored. A major issue that must he resolved 
when participation is vaiued is whom the board should represent: 
the entire community or the specific clientele being served? . 

Program boards have at least three main functions: (1) setting 
policy, (2) helping to implement programs vis·a-vis other agencies 
and systems, and (3) ensuring accountability. The same indi­
viduals may not be effective for all functions. Since different types 
of programs require different things from their boards and dif­
ferential division of labor lJetween staff and board, the board's 
composition should vary, depending on the program's nature and 
objectives. Thus any arbitrary requirements for representation on 
the board-e.g., the member must be a consumer, professional, 
legisl~tor, or public official-may be self-defeating, unless these re­
quirements are explicitly related to the goals the program wants to 
achieve. 

Similarly, advocacy programs must deal with many different 
segments of their environment: e.g., clients, volunteers, service 



114 CliAPTER 5 

agencies, public officials, legislatures. As a general principle, it 
seems that the programs which are most effective use ~ersonnel ~ho 
have the expertise and social proximity that a~e es:entIal for deahng 
with these various groups. Therefore, quahficatIOns for t?e sta~ 
employed-professional diseipline, ethnic identity, commumty reSI­
dence--should also be related to the organization's goals and activi­
ties. For example, indigenous paraprofessionals are .o~ten most 
effective in delivering dire:r:t service:;; in poor commumties. And 
such programs must have ICpnsumer representation on their boards 
to establish credibility in the community. On the other hand, pro­
grams that try to influence public officials or legislators. ~~st h~ve 
staff or board members who have access to and oredIbIhty WIth 
them. Of course, many ,consumer groups have been denied com­
munity power and influence in the past. Thus special e~orts are 
needed to make boards and civic groups more representatIve. We 
are well beyond the point when only traditional power groups can 
be regarded as reflecting the public int?rest. . Legislators have 
learned to be responsive to broader constituenc~es. If neces~ary, 
training and orientation programs are appropriate to help 111ex­
perienced people learn to function on high-level policy boards a?d 
in community leadership roles. In some parts of the country SIg-
nificant progress has been made in this regard. . 

Since many programs need credibility at both the commumty 
and power levels, the problem arises of h~w ~o combine. the ne~es­
sary kinds of expertise in a single orgamzatIOn. One IllustratIon 
of a functional board and staff pattern is provided by Social Advo­
cates for Youth in California, which focQses on preventing delin­
quency (see Chapter 2). This network of programs tries to .inclu~e 
representatives from local businesses, schools, and the Juvemle 
justice system on each local board to develop a local base Qf. ~up. 
port for the program and to assure access to relevant deCISIon­
makers. On the other hand, the administrators of these same local 
programs, who actually set policy fo; the entire nern:ork, are youths, 
who live in the community and are 111 close touch WIth the needs of 
their consumers. AnotherappToach is suggested by the Boston 
PCC's Child Advocacy Program, which is administered by a com­
munity board and staffed by indigenous personnel, but has an a?­
visory board composed of leading professionals, citizen~,. and pu~hc 
officials. Still another approach used by several CItizen action 
groups is to organize on the basis of issues and create ad hoc task 
forces composed of persons who are especially concerned about or 
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a~ected .by a specific problem or have the technical expertise to deal 
WIth an Issue. 

Thus We conclude that although there has been a tremendous 
amount of r?~toric about the problem of ensuring that services and 
p~ograms will. be accountable to the needs of their consumers or 
chents, few progr~~s ~ave d?vised impressive solutions. .The prob­
lem of accountabIlity IS partIcularly difficult to solve in child advo­
cacy programs, because the interests of children and parents are not 
always .syn~nymouS and parents are not always a.dequate spokesmen 
for their chIldren. Although we are especially concerned about the 
matter. of accountability, we have 110 solutions. But we feel 
there IS a great need for further experimentation and social in­
ventiveness in this area. 

We ha~e c~vered much ground rather rapidly in this chapter. 
We have IdentIfied and described those variables that appear to be 
most relevant to individual prograrns' success or failure. We have 
clustered the variable.s i?to three categories: goals, processes, and 
structure. We have mdICated that in practice structural variables 
r~ceive the most attention while advocacy processes receive the least. 
Smce a~vocac! programs have a new focus, we expected to find an 
emphaSIS on mnovative structure and process' however we saw 
little evidence of su~h an emphasis. Finally,' although' program 
goals are generally dIscussed, they are rarely made explicit or ap­
p;opriately related to structure and process. We have expressed the 
VIew (perhaps the preference) that program goals should determine 
~tructure and process and that program planners should deliberately 
mterrelate all three for maximum impact. 
~he recent history of the child advocacy phenomenon, the brief 

perIod that most programs have been in operation, the constraints 
and nature of our study, and the poor concentualization of varia­
bles did not permit any evaluative conclusions :eO'ardinO' the efficacy 
f '/: l" 0 

o speCLJ<C programs. We could only identify &:nd describe variables 
that appeared to be important in programs which, to us, seemed effec­
tive or were described as such by competent informants. Therefore 
our evidence is Iimicedancl inevitably our conclusion about variahles 
are tentative. At i,)est we have offered suggestions and guidelines 
for further study, and these will be more sharply delineated in 
Chapter 6. 

Since concern with these variables reflects a se'arch for what ' 
makes a specific program morel or less effective, it may be appropri­
ate to conclude this chapter with some comments about evaluating 
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child advocacy programs. Clearly, until goals become more specific 
than they are inmost programs, no standards of performa~?e b~r 

recise measures of effectiveness can be defined. Few cre It~ e 
~valuative studies of child advocacy can b~ ~ound i~ the fieldi Smce 
funding sources frequently impose exphcIt reqUlrements or pro­
aram evaluation researchers are often compelled to study pro­
:rams in which ~o distinct goals havc been delineated, often bef~re 
~rograms are even operational. Such pressure for premature. eva u­
ation often means that t~ evaluator influences the selectIOn ~f 
nrogram goals and thus the nature of the pro~ram because he nee : 
to delineate something measurable. OccasIOnally, programs .ar 
further confounded by multiple evaluation. studies: sel~-evaluatIO~, 
the program's own plan for external evaluatIOn, the fundmg agen.cy s 
plans for independent evaluation. We offer some suggestIons 
about evaluation in our final chapter. 

~ 
j 
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6. An Overview and Recommendations 

In the Introduction we summarized our findings, and in Chapter 
3 we outlined our perspective on child advocacy. In this chapter 
we will elaborate on our findings and perspective and offer both 
general and specific recommendations. 

OVERVIEW 

As we have already indicated, many activities and projects labeled 
child advocacy are in no sense new or different from what has been 
going on in the children's field for a long time. But it is possible to 
identify significant numbers of new and old projects, programs, and 
activities that seem to embody an approach which may be appropri­
ately designated child advocacy. 

What is this special focus? The unique activity called child ad­
vocacy is intervention on behalf of children into or with those 
services and institutions that serve children or impinge on their 
lives. It is action that focuses on transactions between individuals 
and institutions or among institutions as they determine the im­
mediate circumstances of children and families. These services 
and institutions begin where the family leaves off. Whereas 
child welfare's primary concern is intervention into the family or 
surrogate family, child advocacy's main concern is intervention into 
secondary institutions such as schools, juvenile courts, health pro­
grams, child welfare programs, and the like. The target may be the 
total institution or some of its functions, policies, professional pro­
cesses, programs, or personnel. 

Child advocacy .is a shorthand term for advocacy on behalf of 
families and children. The stakes of family and child are often 
intertwined, and efforts on behalf of the family as a whole (with 
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regard to income supports and housing, for example) are usually 
necessary steps in providing for children's welfare. However, child 
advocacy also encompasses concern for children who live in substi­
tute or surrogate families, e.g., in foster homes, institutions, or 
adoptive homes. In addition, it has a mission related to adolescents 
and other children who may see their interests as conflicting with 
those of their parents and on occasion are right. Therefore we re­
tain the term child advocacy. 

Crusades and campaigns that meet the definition of child advo­
cacy cannot always be encouraged, shaped, or contained by policy 
decisions, administrative provisions, or funding derived from gov­
ernment, foundations, professional groups, or, for that matter, 
by studies such as ours. Because children are frequently short­
changed by American society, broad social action and policy initia­
tives on their behalf are desperately needed and of highest priority. 
People will and should continue to define and offer their allegiance 
to children's "causes," whether their success depends on charisma, 
spontaneity, confrontation, or a variety of other political tactics. 
Urgent independent initiatives will and should take place in many 
ways and through many channels. They should and will occur even 
though, or perhaps because they usually cannot and should not be 
standardized, bureaucratized, coordinated, or ordered. We do not 
mean that nothing helpful can or should be done in this realm by 
government and private sources, which sometimes can provide 
needed platforms or support for urgent causes. 

More significant for present purposes is the notion that in addi­
tion to those important social action and policy initiatives that can­
not be planned, coordinated, or centrally funded, there are many 
essential advocacy functions on behalf of children that can be pro­
vided on a more regularized basis. Some of these regularized ad­
vocacy activities focus directly on assuring needed service to families 
or individuals (case advocacy), and some focus on changing pro­
cedures, personnel, laws, and the like as they may affect categories 
or groups of families and children or all families and children 
(class advocacy). These forms of advocacy are needed not only 
on a transitory basis because institutions are temporarily unre­
sponsive, but on a regular basis to protect the pu?lic in a world. of 
complexity, division of labor, and large-scale serVlCe bureaucraCIes. 

If the field can develop enough clarity and sense of direction to 
escape the ambiguity, confusion, and gimmickry that inevitably 
seems to accompany new initiatives and new sources of funding 
in the social services, child advocacy may be the instrument of 
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need~~ reform. It may prove able to fill an important gap in social 
prOVISIon on behalf of children on an ongoing basis. We have con. 
cluded our survey with full recognition that some blind alleys and 
camou~aged enterprises have been disclosed. Yet we are convinced 
that thIS new case and class advocacy function deserves to be nur­
tured, s~pported, guided, and carefully assessed because it appears 
to be ?omg useful and new things in some places. 

~hIld advocacy as a trend or even a minimovement has developed 
durmg the past several years. However, it builds on a tradition in 
the children's field that goes back to the Progressive Era at the turn 
of the century. So~e p:ograms included in our study, particularly 
some of the outstand!ng Illustrations of class advocacy, began in the 
1940s or 1950s. Most of the community-based services with advo­
cacy comp~nents were established recently, after special funding 
became a~mlable. What is new is the fact that efforts are now being 
made to mterrelate these separate developments-or at least give 
them some sense of common endeavor and shared concepts-and 
e~courafe mutual support. What the outcome of these attempts 
'\VIII be IS unknown. 

.In the sense of a regularized case- or class-focused function 
chIld advocac,Y may be a specialized role or a component of an: 
other role. EIther approach appears to be viable in some programs. 
Furthermore, advocacy requires professionals, paraprofessionals, 
and volunteer laymen. It involves both staff role and board work. 
It has r~levance for a variety of disciplines and professions. It 
belongs m both public and voluntary sectors and may have an im­
pact at ~arious geographic and governmental levels. In other 
words, cluld advocacy has implications wherever laws and policies 
are made, personnel is appointed, budgets are planned or enacted 
and programs are developed or implemented. It has significanc~ 
for those who. lead, plan, legislate, adjudicate, or administer. But 
current experIence and knowledge do not permit us to be more 
specific than this. 
. Al~hough we not~ that a promising phe~omenon is emerging and 
IdentIfy what we thmk could be the contmuing advocacy function 
we do not e~aggerate the state or the art. Many child advocat~ 
share a readmess to upgrade social priorities on behalf of children 
a~d to a~k for flexibility from or changes in institutions that deter­
mme chIldren's fate. Responsive institutions and relevant services 
are their key objectives. These goals unite and inspire them. Yet 
such goals are general, and specifics are not easily set. Child ad­
vocates are committed to children. and their interests, but lmve not 
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yet progressed to the point where they agree on what all children 
need. What constitute8 satisfactory service is often an issue of un­
certainty and debate. The sanction to advocate and the account­
ability of advocates (are these to be obtained through constitutional 
or statutory law, professional expertise or association, an organized 
constituency, or consumer preference?) are seldom even recognized 
as problems by those who provide leadership in the field. Yet a 
"call" to advocate does not necessarily make one substantively cor-
rect. " 

Knowledge about the consequences of alternative structures for 
effectively carrying out advocacy is limited, and most conventional 
wisdom may be wrong. We found, for example, that the views 
about the capabilities of public and voluntary structures held by 
those who have discussed child advocacy do not adequately take 
into account the 1969 tax law. Nor do some of the political science 
theories consider the ways in which local client participation in com­
munity-based, if publicly funded, programs create new types of 
political leverage. It is interesting that, thus far, the targets of most 
child advocacy efforts have heen at the state or local level, although 
the child advocacy movement originated in Washington-based en­
deavors. There is little advocacy on the national level, either within 
or outside of government. Washington has delegated some adminis· 
trative planning processes to regional offices, but these arc seldom 
monitored or seen as targets for action hy those affected. 

In Chapter 3 we elaborated on just why it is that studies of needs 
and planning, coordination, parent education, budgeting, and the 
like-although they may become the targets of or vehicles lor ad· 
vocacy-are not child advocacy per se. The key thing about ad· 
vocacy is its concern, when addressing or using certain processes or 
methods, with making programs or institutions more responsive to 
individual or group needs. In other words, advocacy seeks reo 
sponsiveness and relevance. 

From this perspective our study does not support the structural 
proposals of the Joint Commission on Mental Health of Children to 
create an integrated, hierarchically organized, child advocacy system 
in each state. This system would include local child development 
authorities (governmental units) and local child development 
councils (coordinating and advisory bodies), operating under state 
mandate and legislation. State child development agencies, fed­
erally funded and required to suhmit acceptable plans, would be the 
channel for funds anel the ~ourc{' of authority for local programs. 
A Presidential Advisory Council on Children would operate in 
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Washington along with an administrative agency. Its responsibilities 
would ra~ge from ~lanning, coordination, administration, budgeting, 
and publIc. educatlo~ at ev~ry level to program monitoring, client 
rep~esentatlon, case mtegratIOn, community mobilization, and eval­
uatIOn. 

. If advo?acy agencies at the various levels of government are to 
mtervene mto u?responsive or outmoded institutional systems, they 
shou.ld not b~ gIven the roles of primary planning, administration, 
or dI.rect serVIce for their respective levels of government. (We do 
not I~nore the fact that most community.based child advocacy 
a~enCIe~ we survey~d now feel that they gain credibility, win con­
stltuenCIes, and clarIfy needs through direct case service operations ) 
!f units ()~ ~ov.ernment are to advocate adequately for childre~'s 
mter~sts vIs:a-vis ~nits at other governmental levels, they must not 
be hierarchI.cally tI~d together for administrative and funding pur­
poses. ThClr energIes must not be totally committed to time.fixed 
a~ministrative and scr;ice out~uts and dependent on many cooper­
atmg ~roups. If se~vlc~ functIOns such as accountability, case in­
teg:a:lOn, a~d coordmatIOn are to be implemented, they should not 
be Jomed WIth other functions that take on adversarial actions and 
therefore require flexibility in relationships with other components 
in the community network. 

We highly value efforts to improve program coordination case 
accountability (i.e., who perseveres with which cases in the' com­
z:tunity int~rest?), and case .integration (Le., the meshing of sequen­
ha~ and simuitaneou: se:-vICes for one or more family members, 
wInch .m~y take place m dlff~rent agencies or units). We place high­
est prIOrIty on all the speCific services that children need. Yet if 
these services are the primary commitment, chUd advocacy cannot 
becom~ a ?e.ntral funct~o~. ~ut it can, in a controlled way, be part 
of the.mdividual practItIOner s role in specific instances, especially 
when It stops short of confrontation. 

Als~, f?r agenc~es involved in budgeting, planning, and overall 
coordma~lOn, ?Onslstent l\dver:arial relations with counterpart units 
or subumts wIll be self.defeatmg, despite the fact that occasional 
mode:ate confrontation can be absorbed. Advocacy means calIin~ 
attentIon to, or eve? .criticizing,PubHcly, nondelivery of service, poor 
performance, or mlSlnterpretahon of laws and policies. 'I'his is not 
a platform for service or administrative cooperation. It ,1S a case 
~or disting~ishing .between functions, rather than putting everything 
mto. one hIerarchICal system that ranges from planning to direct 
serVIce. 

; ---------------------------------------.' --------~------------~--
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On the other hand, if there is to be advocacy, initiatives from 
some public or voluntary source will be needed at each govern­
mental level. If there is leverage, one governmental unit may muve 
in relation to another unit on the same or a different level or 
create motion between public and private units. Our data suggest 
that such leverage is a function of consumer pressure, professional 
commitment, political differences between public and private sectors, 
and legal sanction. Although we can only hypothesize about such 
variables, we are convinced that integrated, hierarchical child ad­
vocacy systems are a contradiction in terms because a hierarchical, 
intergovernmental advocacy system would necessitate sacrificing 
the leverage to act; . The recommendations of the Joint Commission 
on Mental Health of Children may be interpreted as a suggested 
pattern for planning and admini~tering ser~c.es f?r chi,ldre~, ,:~it­
ten by committed people who WIshed to gIve chIldren s prIorItIes 
more attention. Whether local citizens' councils or units on other 
levels would become advocates in the sense of onr dis,cussion would 
depend on local factors and would not be part of the organized 
provision. It is likely that if such units moved toward advocacr 
sptlcializatio11, their tasks of service delivery, administrative coor­
dination, and planning would have to be superseded. 

Ultimately the joint commission's proposals lack viability be· 
cause thfjY fail to specify a sharp concept of child advocacy and in­
dicate its boundaries. None of our specifications of goals, :r:espon­
sibilities, and operational possibilities for child advocacy are missing 
from the joint wmmission report. But they are intertwined in the 
commission's projections with all the other things that need to be 
done for and about children on these same levels. The fact that 
many of the things' sought are at least as important as the child 
advocacy function does not mean that they belong together in one 
structure. We believe that experience to date and what is known 
from relevant organizational alid political theory say that they do 
not, and to call everything child advocacy is to blur useful distinc­
tions. We call on those who disagree with us to experiment and 
evaluate. 

A new development such as advocacy focuses on goals and struc­
tures before it specifies teohniques. We were not surprised at the 
lack of systematic data that could be assembled about how advoc~cy 
is done and with what results. We have already noted the startmg 
points for adVllcacy: the direct case service situation, the survey of 
a problem or need, monitoring activities, and initiatives by con­
sumer groups. We have also listed the activity's predominant 

!I 

OVERVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS 123 

targets:. t?e ca~e, the. local service agency, the responsible executive 
or ad;lUlUstratlve umt, the legislative branch, and the courts. But 
a r~v~ew of case and class advoeacy techniques yields lists and de­
SCrIp~IOns! rather than analyticali!y coherent and empirically derived 
claSSIficatIons. Some observers consider lay advocacy and legal 
adv~cacy to be parallel systems; others view them as part of one 
contmuum. Little is known as yet about who may become the best 
case 0: class advocates in various types of settings. Thus until more 

. w?rk IS ~o~e .on such .questions, staffing, training, and supervision 
WIll remam IdIOsyncratIc activities. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The u~derlying hypothesis for the recommendations that follow is 
that chIld ~dvoc~cy. can improve services and provision if it is better 
conceptuahzed, IS gIVen supportive structures, and is allowed to focus 
more systematically ?n its unique methods and processes. Advo­
cacy needs nurture and some organizational support but not overly 
t~ght bureaucr.atization. It should be promoted as ~ planned func­
tI?n, yet permItted to flourish as a spontaneous cause. It is no sub­
stItute for resources, personnel, or sound general social policy. With 
this hypothesis in mind, we offer a number of recommendations di­
rect~d at the ~ederallevel, funding agencies, OCD, the major human 
se~vlCe agenCIes, and people who want to launch community-based 
chIld advocacy. 

The Federal Level 
I. Creation of a cWldren's advocate agency within the 

federal government should he considered. Observers fre­
quently point out that American children are not organized as a 
pressure group, have no strong lobby working on their behalf, and 
consequently are rated too low on the government's list of priorities 
fo; :-esource allocation. To redress the balance, the Joint Com­
mIss~on ~n Me?tal Health of Children urged the creation of a 
PreSIdent s AdVIsory Council on Children, modeled after the Council 
o~ Econo~ic Advisors, which would (1) undertake long-term plan­
mng, pohcy development, and programming in behalf of children 
(2! offer specific budget proposals, (3) analyze agency in terre: 
latIOns, (4) carry out evaluations in these spheres as well as in state 
and local operations that affect children, (5) advise the president 
and challenge groups and organizations, and (6) "act as the ad­
vocate at the federal level for children and families." 



124 CHAPTER 6 

This listing illustrates the point we made in the previous section 
about the joint commission's proposal to combine components that 
may not package well. Such a listing also ignores the question 
of how operating agencies are to be kept viable. Most of the pro­
posed functions must be discharged by departments and bureaus 
legislatively mandated to administer services, if such services 'are to 
develop effectively. Equally important, at the highest levels of 
planning and budgeting, is that concerns related to families and 
children belong within the'mechanism that addresses the domestic 
sector generally. Otherwise there is no deliberate policy develop­
ment and planning. From this point of view, it might be better to 
see that priorities for social programs have more representation in 
the Council of Economic Advisors, rather than seek to create a 
parallel body for families and children that could never in fact be­
come anything like the council, which has an unique statutory basis 
and a specific relationship to the entire economy. 

This brings us to the final function listed in the proposal for a 
President's Advisory Council on Children: "to act as the advocate 
... for children and familIes." Canan, agency or a unit be created 
within the federal government to monitor the system on behalf of 
children, intervene when things do not go well, and be the internal 
advocate within the legislative, administrative, and budgetary op­
erations on behalf of children? Some may ask: Is this not the role 
of OCD? 

The lack of adequate provision was dramatically illustrated by the 
Social Security Amendments of i967 under Title XIX, which man­
date health screening of all children receiving Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children. Neither the states nor HEW did anything 
about this. There was a long delay on guidelines but little outcry, 
until some groups outside of government finally began to agitate 
for action. There is no evidence that OCD took this on at all, and 
some governmental units allegedly passed the word o,n to states that 
compliance was not expected. Little implementation was apparent 
until early summer of 1972, when the Senate Finance Committee 
proposed financial penalties for states that did not comply. 

We have not studied this matter in the field. Within designated 
spheres, but not across the board, top OCD personnel do serve as 
advocates within HEW. However, their mandate is limited by what 
is considered appropriate for a staff operation in the Office of the 
Secretary. OCD's credibility also may be limited since the agency 
operates Head Start and day care programs that compete with edu­
cational, social service, health, recreational, and other programs 
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carried out under other jurisdictions. OCD's Children's Bureau 
operations are consistent with an intragovernmental advocacy man­
date, but they lack a supporting consituency and the access (in the 
sense of an inspector general) and instruments (see Recommenda­
tion 2) that would be essential. 

We are not prepared to make a recommendation about OCD's 
role: our study identified the issue but did not resolve it. There 
should be a governmental unit that would monitor such things as 
mandated child health screening. Although OCD personnel believe 
that nonoperating bodies have little leverage in Washington, OCD 
has not proved the viability of its mandate! We do believe that a 
choice is in order and that the topic merits investigation and debate 
if it is to be resolved wisely. Thus we offer the following sugges­
tions: 

• If OCD is an agency that administers programs, then program 
coherence should determine the relationship of its programs to other 
efforts within government. Planning, administrative, and funding 
considerations should set the organizati01~al 'patterns. Should not 
government unify nonmedical social services for families and chil­
dren? 

, • If it is believed that PCDcan discharge the intra governmental 
advocacy role,. it should be equipped to . do so with mandates, in­
struments, staff, and a supporting constituency. Perhaps it should 
forgo program operations and become, in effect, the staff arm of a 
semi-independent citizens' group-e.g., something sim5;ar to' the 
Commission on Civil Rights. . 

• If the judgment is m~de that OCD cannot become the federal 
government's advocate for families and children, either because of 
administrative and operational constraints or because an extragov­
ernmental force is needed, friends of children should hasten to es­
tablish in Washington the :necessary watchdog operation in the pri­
vate sector. Indeed, they should probably do so in any case because 
an extragovernmental monitor has unique capabilities, as shown in 
several of our case studies. 

2. The United States should .provide for a biennial 
"state.of·the·child" inventory to challenge all units reo 
sponsible for planning and setting priorities. The admin­
istrative provision should be determined by decisions regarding 
OCD. If OCD becomes an intragovernmental advocate for families 
and children and has a strong citizen constituency (as proposed in 
the previous recommendation) the state-of-the-child inventory could 1 
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become a significant program activity. If OCD remains operational 
and therefore is ;not an unbiased contender for resources, the function 
might be lodged independently in the Office of the Secretary of 
HEW or in the more comprehensive Office of Manpower and Budget. 
As an alternative, a citizen group outside of government might take 
on this function. 

During 1971-72, HEW needed an objective overview of services 
for families and children and recommendations about policy di­
rection and priorities. 'Fhus it contracted with the National Re­
search Council-National Academy of Sciences to form the Advisory 
Committee on Child Development, which will submit its report in 
February 1973. Similar functions have been discharged in the past 
by White House task forces, special commissions such as the Joint 
Commission on Mental Health of Children, and the White House 
Conference 011 Children (which is now too large and has little op­
portunity for coherent deliberations). 

A more regularized arrangement would assure that staff is avail­
able to provide statistical indicator series (original and compiled) 
on the state of children and children's services. Field visits could 
assure reports on new developments and abuses. Analysis of reports 
from states and localities would enrich the picture, and hearings in 
various parts of the country could increase understanding and 
clarify preferences. 

The state-of-the-child inventory should be the ongoing work of a 
permanent staff, but it should have the active participation of a 
citizens' panel and the support of nationally recognized citizen 
leaders. As indicated, organizational auspices would depend on 
decisions about OCD. In any case, the intent would be to maximize 
the roles of service consumers and citizens at large in evaluating 
the state of American children and the provisions for them and in ex­
pressing a view about priorities. 

3. A children's rights litigation support unit should be 
established ill the Office of the Secretary of HEW. The 
possible uses of litigation to manda.'te better state services for chil­
dren have recently received attenti.on. Two federal court decisions 
offer significant promise: an Alabama ruling that the state institu­
tion for the retarded must substantially increase its staff and im­
prove its physical plant and treatment program to comply with a 
constitutional "right to treatrn.ent" [Wyatt v. Stickney, 323 F. Supp. 
781 (M.D. Ala. 1971)] ana a Pennsylvania ruling that requires 
provision of publicly financed educatibn for all school-age children 
and holds as unconstitutional a state law permitting public schools 
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to exclude "uneducable" students [Penna. Ass'n for Retarded 
Children v. Penna., 346 F. Supp. 1257, (E.D. Penna. 1971) ]., 
. On t~e basis of these precedents, private groups whose special 
mterest IS mentally retarded children have filed litigation in several 
other st~tes. But the possible implications of these cases go beyond 
mandatmg services for retarded children. The cases are applicable 
to aU state residential institutions for children and all state services 
to handicapped children, however defined. It appears, from the 
Wyatt and Penna. Ass'n for Retarded Children decisioDfit that federal 
co~r~ . can be p?rsua~ed to .lend their weight to increase funding 
prIOrItIes for chIldren s serVlCes. Such court interventions should 
be actively sought because exclusive reliance on private litiD'ants 
has serious shortcomings. Considerable technical expertise re~ard­
ing children's services is necessary, both to persuade courts to act 
and to design effective remedies for courts to impose. Private liti­
gants often lack funds, do not know where to find expertise, or can­
not adequately evaluate the technical assistance that they need. 
HE~ ca~ .pl~y a vitally important supportive role in litigation 

for chIldren s rIghts. The resources for this role are not concen­
trated in any specific agency, within HEW. Rather, a litigation 
support unit should draw from the technical resources of the entire 
range of children's services 'within the department's purview. Ac­
cordingly, a litigation support unit should be located in the Office 
of the Secretary. The unit should be staffed by attorneys who can 
translate the technical knowledge of HEW's staff into usable forms 
for courts and litigants. 

Establishing a litigation support unit in the HEW secretary's 
o~ce could give significant impetus to the litigative trend exem­
plIfied by the Wyatt and Penna. Ass'n for Retarded Children cases. 
Moreover, such a unit could offer guidance to litigants and to courts, 
;vhich 1~ould increase the courts' willingness to act and guard against 
meffective or even harmful court remedial actions. This unit should 
~e authorized to serve as amicus curiae in children's rights litiga­
two. and to act generally as a clearinghouse for information both to 
priYate litigants and to state agencies about such litigation. 

. Judg? Frank Johnson, the federal judge in the Wyatt case, recog­
nIzed hIS need for expert governmental assistance and requested the 
Department of Justice to participate in the case as amicus curiae. 
This amicus participation was handled by a recently created Insti­
tutions Section of the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division; 
two lawyers in this section relied heavily on HEW resources for a 
"crash course" regarding institutions for the retarded. Although 
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the federal amicus role in the Wyatt case was adequately performed, 
it would be unwise for HEW to rely on the Justice Department for 
future support of children's rights litigation .. The Institutions Sec­
tion of the Civil Rights Division was established to deal primarily 
with litigation on prisoners' rights and has now broadened its scope 
to include the rights of institutionalized mentally ill adults as well. 
Children's rights litigation will not receive from this section the 
priority attention that is needed. Thus HEW should itself under­
take a litigation support r~le. 

Funding Agencies 

1. Programs that test hypotheses about structures, 
methods, and processes of child advocacy or contribute 
to the clarification of objectives should be supported. 
We urge that research and demonstration money be spent to find 
something out. Clearly, a diffuse commitment to advocate does not 
produce a viable program or assure responsible use of resources. 
It is obvious that there are many worthwhile programs for children 
that should be funded by federal agencies and foundations. How­
ever, resources that are allocated specifically to expand provisions 
for. case and class advocacy or to develop knowledge that will en­
hance advocacy should be deployed deliberately. When the advlO­
cacy effort began, the mere inclusion of the word on a grant pro­
posal was sometimes considered a sufficient rationale to fund a 
program under the advocacy banner. Our survey suggests that 
there are now enough questions about goals, structures, methods, 
processes, and sanctions to justify more rigorous criteria for grants 
and more specific guidelines from agencies with administrative 
responsibility. 

This recommendation should not be misunderstood. Although 
we are asking those who would inaugurate child advocacy programs 
to specify their conceptual framework and goals, funding sources 
would do well to adopt a pluralistic stance. The state of knowledge 
suggests no more than this. A number of diverse situational factors 
seems to determine whether a particular undertaking will be success­
ful. Nobody has many answers. Rationales may be presented for 
using different case and class advocacy models~ beginning the inter­
vention from various vantage points, choosing targets at different 
service or decision levels, and giving priority to different popula­
tions. 

Hypotheses for testing and models offered for experiment should 
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be approached in a spirit of discovery and innovation. Our survey 
taught us that one must question all conventional wisdom about the 
relative advantages of public and private programs, appropriate 
tasks at various levels of government, professional boundaries and 
volunteer roles, and the relative impact of direct service programs 
and social action. There is much to be learned about key organi­
zational and situational variables and their operational consequences. 
The tentative generalizations we have offered should be among the 
hypotheses that are tested objectively. 

Some tend to be disappointed that the advocacy "movement" 
should become preoccupied with such matters. Yet, as we have 
noted, it is possible to provide systematically and develop provision 
only for the ongoing function of case and class advocacy, as special­
ized tasks of individuals and a.gencies and as aspects of staff roles 
in ongoing programs. The causes and reactive campaigns are not 
planned for or assured of ongoing niches; alert foundations and gov­
ernmentalunits will respond with support as opportunities arise. 

We urge local personnel, foundations, and governmental units to 
invest energy and scarce resources in the following specific areas: 

• Projects and studies to describe, analyze, and elaborate al­
ternative approaches to the structures, methods, and processes of 
child advocacy. 

• Projects to test the consequences of choosing among different 
structures, methods, and processes in different situational contexts. 

• Different approaches to staffing the several kinds of advocacy 
programs-including the use of volunteers and paid personnel, 
personnel trained at various professional and paraprofessional 
levels, anel personnel from different disciplines. 

• Approaches to advocacy operations that either place legal 
and nonlegal interventions on one continuum or see them as parallel 
and interacting systems. 

Several of 11lese suggestions are elaborated below. They are 
intended to convey what we urge above all: that funding sollrces 
seek out .people and organizations with program ideas and opera­
tional specificity. The time is past when dedication to advocacy 
justifies support. Some current programs are terribly expensive 
per unit of service, unless they are truly adding to knowledge as well. 

2. Research, analyslis, and thought on advocacy goals 
and sanctions should he encouraged. Child advo.;::acy would 
redress priorities and correct errors of nonfeasance and malfeasance. 
Given its range and possibilities, it would be strengthened by more 
systematic research into the status of all children ·and of children 
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in specific places and categories. Ultimately some of this work 
would result in the specification of social minimums, i.e., things 
that all children must have to develop normally. 

Norms are needed as reference points for those who monitor the 
changing status of children. These norms may take the form of 
social minimums, social indicators, or service standards. In ref­
erence to standards we note that few validated yardsticks exist for 
evaluating sufficiency of services at the local level. For example, 
how much school social WQrk is needed in a given setting? How 
much detention space should be provided in a city? How much 
outpatient child health service is needed per neighborhood? 

On another level, there are difficult legal, philosophical, and pro­
fessional-ethical questions relating to the sanction for child advo­
cacy and the accountability of advocates. These have been ignored 
in the enthusiasm for new commitment (see Chapter 3). At this 
time, writings, conferences, and debates ahout such matters would be 
profitable investments. 

3. More rigorous studies on the structural variables 
that affect advocacy should be promoted. The rationale for 
this recommendation is included in the preceding one. It is pos­
sible to go beyond "hunch" and conviction with regard to structural 
~ariab~es and ~ssemble more systematic knowledge about the ways 
In which a chIld advocacy program is affected and whether it is 
effective, depending on the following factors: 

• the level of government at which it operates, 
• the funding arrangements, 
• w?e~her it is controlled by a local board, central board, or ad­

mInIstrative agency, for example, 
1/1 staffing patterns, 
• whether it serves all children or specific categories of chil­

dren, and 
• whether it is a specialized advocacy pro!!Iam or a service pro· 

gram with advocacy components. 0 

4. More rigorous studies should be conducted on ad­
vocacy methods and processes. For understandable reasons, 
goals and structures have been in the forefront. But the field of 
child advocacy would now benefit from specific descriptions and 
analyses of exactly how the various types of advocacy are carried 
out. After this is accomplished, variables relating to goals, struc­
tures, methods, and processes can be brought together in meaningful 
evaluative research (see Recommendation 8). The combinations 
would constitute models for testing. 
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Special attention might be directed to the various subcategories 
of ?lass advocacy (such as. work on budgets, legislative lobbying, 
polley advocacy, representation of consumer groups and self·initiated 
c~ient activity) and of case advocacy (as a comp;nent of a profes­
SIOnal task and as a specialized role, in access services or other 
direct service programs, acting for consumers or with them in 
formal rf:presentation or informal liaison, in agencies delive~ing 
"hard" benefits and in counseling programs, and so forth). 

5. Experiments should be conducted with devices for 
internal program monitoring in the social services par­
ticularly in children's institutions. This recommenda~ion is 
based on the premise that administrators professional workers 

1· " p.o Icy-makers, and consumers often share objectives, but organiza-
tIonal factors may conspire to undermine those objectives. Thus 
employees and administrators of institutions may find that the need 
for order and control makes them lose sight of children's needs. 
Those who look in from the outside or vote on budgets may not 
know what is within the province of the institution and what is re­
lated to the channeling system, the child "mix," and the community 
support system. 

Situations like these are not readily solved. Some institutions 
should be abolished rather than reformed. Many institutionalized 
children belong in the community. But programs might become 
more effective, too, if they could provide for internal monitoring 
and advocacy when appropriate. Viable desi!ffis for such activity 
a:e not r~adily invented; we encountered onl; two or three begin­
nmgs durmg our survey. Experimentation will not be meaningful 
unless the proposed approach achieves credibility with both children 
and staff (one child advocacy system in an institution may not be 
able to bridge these two objectives), unless it is potent vis-it-vis the 
administration (part of the credibility problem in relation to chil­
dr.en and parents), and unless it has outside leverage (otherwise it 
fails on critical issues and also never deals with the network of which 
the institution is a part). Possibly, some combination of internal 
(om~ial) a~d external (self-organized) monitoring devices will be 
reqmred. 

6. Regional and federal monitoring of children's pro­
grams should be encouraged. We have already noted that 
most child advocacy funding and initiatives are federal. The targets 
are local service systems and sometimes state-level operations. How­
ever, muchof the "action" is now in Washington and in regional 
offices of the federal government. Regional staffs play major roles 
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in approving state plans, reviewing proposals for demonstration and 
experimentation, setting up coordination devices, and so on. Thus 
regional allocations, decisions about projects and programs, and 
reviews of plans need to be monitored. In the course of our study 
we found one relevant initiative: the embryo of a "Southeast 
Caucus for Child Advocacy," which is based temporarily in Ken­
tucky and related to the federal office in Region IV. We do not 
know if the caucus will prove effective or viable, but the investment 
of time and energy in the fi,earch for an instrument is valid. 

We have already outlined our thinking about what might be con­
sidered for the federal level. Other initiatives involve an attempt 
to set up a Children's Lobby, with state units and a Washington 
operation, and the effort to strengthen the national presence of 
groups with categorical advocacy interests. 

7. Several sophisticated administrative "case" studies 
of categorical advocacy programs should be carried out. 
On the American scene~ at least, categorical programs appeal to 
legislators and to citizens who are approached for financial con­
tributions. We have already commented on this. The fact that 
advocacy on all levels is often organized on a categorical basis (e.g., 
retarded or blind children, ghetto residents) is no surprise. It 
would be useful to have some case studies on the advantages and 
costs of such approaches. For instance, is it true that categorical 
programs result in multiplied resources and appropriate attention 
to needs? Or are resource priorities distorted and categories of 
children unnecessarily segregated? There are many such issues, 
and systematic consideration could be helpful. 

8. The timing and methodology for evaluating child 
advocacy programs need to he reconsidered. Child advo­
cacy should continue only if it works. However, nobody knows 
whether it does and under what circumstances or whether the results 
justify the costs. In brief, there is no substitute for tough evalua­
tive research here. After all, the people who proposed child advo­
cacy systems to the Joint Commission on Mental Health of Children 
or the 1970 White House Conference on Children knew that service 
systems were inadequate and priorities were skewed. They hoped 
that child advocacy would help, but they were not sure. 

We found in child advocacy programs a phenomenon that is i'lot 
unfamiliar in other human service undertakings. Congressional 
and administrative mandates to evaluate new undertakings are taken 
seriously, but the constraints of time and procedures generally con-
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spire to defeat authentic evaluation and may even undermine the 
programs themselves. 
. For example, shortly after a group of grants is given to a par­

tIcular cluster of programs, a contract is awarded to a commercial 
research group or a university or social agency team for evaluation. 
The evaluators then go into the field to desirrn their studies and 
discover that the program team has not concept~alized its operations 
at all; in fact, it has not even specified its objectives. In some cases 
the authors of the proposal may have included rhetoric about 
advocacy simply to improve the cl1ances of funding. In others, the 
program staff are serious about child advocacy goals, but they in­
tend to evolve the means as they go along. Quite often, goals are 
vague and global and not operationaHzed. 

However, the evaluators have a contract with a time schedule, and 
they proceed to' operationalize goals. In fact, if goals are not 
stated, they formulate them. Then, with goals stated and operation­
alized, program staff must attempt to design an adequate strategy 
because they know they will be evaluated on the basis of the eval­
uator's criteria and generally wish to be refunded for a second yea~! 
In brief, the intervention is guided by the evaluation, rather than an 
assessment of hypotheses, techniques, struL~dres, and methods. 

The solution to this dilemma has many components. At the very 
least, the timing of evaluations must be reassessed. It would be 
useful to determine empirically just when programs are far enough 
along to sustain evaluations, rather than be distorted by them. For 
example, how long does it take to staff, structure, and launch a 
specific enterprise after it is approved? When is it realistic to 
assess operations and when is it realistic to measure results? What 
kinds of criteria related to process and outcome are appropriate at 
what points in the life of a project? Some of the problems in tim­
ing and separation of evaluation and programming derive from con­
gressional mandates and top HEW policy, which constrains the units 
responsible for project grants. But these matters too require review. 

More basic, of course, are the guidelines suggested earlier: if 
projects were funded on the basis of conceptualization of advocacy 
and specification of hypotheses for testing, the mission of an evalu­
ation would be known and the criteria for outcome could be de­
veloped. Then consideration might be given to assigning the 
evaluation to outside evaluators as well as to project-based re­
searchers. Some programs would payoff better with one approach 
and some with the other. 
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Office of Ch.ild Development 
As we go to press, the issue of a formal intra governmental co­

ordinating structure for child advocacy is being explored within 
HEW. In the meantime, OCD continues to convene the informal 
Ad Hoc Interagency Committee on Child Advocacy. It also pub­
lishes a newsletter and offers related services through its National 
Center for Child Advocacy. The following recommendations are 
therefore addressed to OCD or to whatever unit is given a more 
specific mandate in the future. 

1. A clearinghouse for information regarding family 
and children's programs, including child advocacy pro­
grams, should be estahlic;;hed in WaslIine:ton, perhaps 
with rev.Jona] outlets. The clearinghouse should serve inter­
ested individuals, groups, or organizations. Although it may be 
contemplated under the present charge of the National Center for 
Child Advocacy within OeD, it does not yet exist. The need is 
ure;ent. Lack of access, misuse of programs, lack of initiative, and 
ff,lilure to implement programs or take advantage of funding op­
portunities are often consequences of inadequate information. 
.Everywhere we went in the course of our field work, citizen volun­
teers, program users, and professionals wanted information about 
programs and potential funding. The National Institute for Mel1\\al 
Health operates an elaborate, frequently used, computerized clear­
inghouse in the field of mental health research. A similar svstem 
is needed in the domain of social services for families and children. 

For the short run, because the clearinghouse is an ambitious and 
complex concept, OCD or another unit of HEW could render a 
valuable service if it administered a geographically organized index 
file that would permit applicants and project grantees in child ad­
vocacy to locate one another and exchange experiences. (Our 
program summaries are available to launch such an index.) 

2. A nonpartisan, unhiased information clearing­
house on pending federalle~islation that affects families 
and children should he estahlished. People throuf!hout the 
country need to learn about pending legislation that could affect 
services to families and children and about the status of program 
appropriations. The level of sophistication of lobbying activity is 
related in part to the adequacy of available information, The ex­
tent to which individual citizens and groups express preferences on 
pending decisions that affect them is influenced by knowledge that 
decisions will be made. 
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Those who would encourage child advocacy and democratic plan­
ning and policy-making have reason to make it easier for people to 
know what is occurring in Washington (or their state capitals) that 
may affect them and their interests. This much said, it is not easy 
to invent and realize a mechanism. Special interest groups and 
those who advocate specific actions will keep informed and may alert 
potential allies when they deem pressure is needed. However, this 
does not help the less sophisticated or those who are identified with 
overall public goals rather than categorical interests. Yet there is 
no way to assemble all information, since some principles of selec­
tivity must govern, i.e., some values and perspectives must guide 
assessments of significance and the choice of which constituencies 
will be informed. Nor is it possible to summarize objectively all the 
time, because differing values also enter into such reviews. 

The ~~ed for an information resource is considerable, but there 
nre many operational issues to be resolved. At the very least, per­
sons who have questions about legislative matters should have 
a source of information. The Legislative Reference Service of 
the Library of Congress, for example, works successfully in a parti­
san environment. We have not attempted to explore all issues and 
therefore are not prepared to suggest whether the initiative can be 
governmental or must be left to the voluntary sector. 

The proposed clearinghouse on programs and funding and the one 
on pending legislation and the status of appropriations illustrate 
the kinds of support that federal units may provide to local advocacy 
programs without inhibiting them through llierarchical structures. 
Technical assistance would have similar potential for real support, 
as we shall see. 

3. The amount of technical assistance that is available 
on the local level to those conducting community-based 
programs for families and children should be increased. 
This proposal goes well beyond child advocacy. We found during 
our field contacts that far too many projects and programs are being 
compelled to rediscover the wheel. There is no reason why ex­
perience in community action, access services, various types of 
direct service programs, staff training, and zo forth should not be 
made available on the operational level. The need is great: we were 
constantly asked for technical help, and others in a similar position 
report the same experience. The cost would be modest, given the 
possible increase in buy per program dollar. Indeed, we would favor 
decreasing the volume of experimentation, if necessary, to enhance 
many efforts that are now ineffectual. Even when there are no firm 
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answers, technical consultants are able to identify issues and options 
and cut random movement. 

The Major Human Service Agencies 

Experiments should be conducted with a variety of 
approaches that modify and expand current programs, 
structures, and staff roles. Established human service agencies 
can contribute significantly to the development of practice ?nodels 
for child advocacy. As indicatnl earlier, child advocacy may be 
appropriate wh~never service systems that impinge on the lives of 
children are not fully responsive to children's rights and needs. 
Such advocacy needs to be carried out in a variety of situations at 
many different levels by a wide range of people. 

Existing human service agencies, such as public schools, hospital 
clinics, day care centers, recreational facilities, and settlement 
houses, already have access to the vast majority of children. Their 
staffs are in an optimal position to observe the transactions between 
children and the various service systems. Therefore, we recommend 
that these agencies and their staffs thoroughly consider the FZ'ssi­
bility of develQping child advocacy components within their current 
programs and shaping such programs in a manner that is strategic 
to the institutional context in each instance. 

The most obvious need, of course, is for these agencies to develop 
ways of ensuring that they are providing optimal benefits to the 
children they serve. Agencies should develop internal monitoring 
devices to observe their own programs from the .;::hildren's perspective 
and initiate whatever corrections and improvements seem necessary. 
For example, large organizations can establish permanent internal 
monitoring units. Smaller organizations can engage in periodic 
self-evaluations, develop meaningful reporting procedures, assign 
one unit to review the policies and procedures in another unit, ask 
a staff person to play the role of a child for a day, and so on. 

Human service agencies should also experiment with the develop­
ment of new types of accountability devices. Few human service 
agencies-especially those that serve children-have any means 
fOflensuring accountability to their consumers. Certainly consumer 
representation should be required on the policy-making boards of 
all direct service agencies. In addition, there is obviously a need, 
especially within large (>rganizations, to design methods of pro­
moting consumer contributions to different operational units. For 
example, although consumers may he represented on the board of a 
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large metropolitan hospital, procedures in the pediatric clinic may 
continue to frustrate patients unnecessarily, unless they have access 
to more direct channels of influence affecting ongoing operations. 

The goal of implementing accountability to the consumer is 
further complicated in child-serving institutions because young chil­
dren are unable to represent their own interests. Therefore, their 
parents have an important role to play in monitoring facilities that 
affect children. Groups engaged in parent education and commu­
nity development could increase parents' effectiveness in this regard. 

Others in the community whose dedication to children's interests 
is recognized may add to the 'Vantagepoin.ts available and be es­
pecially helpful when the interests of parents and children are not 
joined or when the parents' stake precludes perspective. Citizens' 
with grown childr€ln; professionals, including clergymen; and repre­
sentatives of local.civic associations and service clubs are all possible 
participants. ' 

Whenever it is relevant, staff in established agelicies should at­
tempt to incorporate a chnd advocacy component in their normal 
professional roles. As indicated earlier, traditional service agen­
cies have access to the vast majority of children and can observe 
their interactions with other significant social institutions. There­
fore, staff in these agencies are in an ideal position to monitor the 
actions of other agencies and to intervene when they observe any 
infringement of rights or obvious lack of responsiveness. Certainly 
we realize the constraints of time under which most professionals 
already operate. There are additional constraints when roles and 
relationships are inadequately conceptualized. Some service rela­
tionships demand neutrality, confidentiality, and a delimited role 
on the part of the practitioner. However, advocacy, especially at 
the case level, is often completely appropriate and frequently re­
quires little more than a telephone call or a letter demonstrating 
concern for the client. Such contacts remind the organization \a 
question that its actions are being observed. If staff iIi traditional 
agencies, e.g., teachers, nurses, recreation leaders, assumed respon­
sibility for case advocacy on behalf of the children with whom they 
work, the need for specialized case advocates would be greatly re­
duced-except perhaps in accesS services, as defined in an earlier 
chapter. Nor need most of this advocacy be adversarial in nature. 

Various types of class advocacy are more likely to require the 
full-time attention and expertise of advocacy specialists (e.g., lob­
byists, organizers, program analysts, and so forth) and to demand a 
wide range of actions. Here again, however, professionals in tra-

J 
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ditiQnal agencies can fill, an important role by bringing problems 
to the attention of such specialists. Also, at certain times it is ob­
viously appropriate for direct service stai! to mobilize regarding a 
specific issue and engage in advocacy interventions on a class basis. 
Similarly, they could provide support and technical assistance to 
consumer grol1pS who wish to engage in various types of class ad­
vocacy, and agencies could be staffed to facilitate the process. 

In summary, we would say that established agencies and staff 
often have the: access, expertise, and community credibility neces­
sary to engage in effective advocacy for children. And although 
we would certainly encourage experimentation with various types 
of specialized advocacy programs, we feel that many of the prob­
lems addressed by child advocacy could be resolved by modifications 
in the current practice and conceptualization, of staff roles in estab­
lished agencies. 

.Plann~rs of Local Progra.ms, 
Those who w~nt to' develop local programs should take 

time to think about the interplay among goals, processes, 
and structures. There should be no commitment to structures, 
staffing patterns, or ways of working until a decision is made about 
what is to be a(~hieved. Even then, participants must be prepared to 
make changes. 

It is unnecessary tq repeat why we take this position. The recom­
mendation derives frbm the rationale outlined for funding sources. 
Good will is not enough. Community support should go to those who 
are clear about what they want to do. Since there is still much to be 
learned about child' advocacy, claims on public resources should be 
accompanied by specific objectives and a willingness to have effec­
tiveness measured. Each program should become a component in 
a large social experiment designed to increase society's responsive­
ness to children's needs. 

Those who want to create local child advocacy instruments should 
review what is already known about relevant substantive and 
methodological matters. But they should also expose themselves t6 
new notions and assure, through staffing and structure, their on­
goin~ capacity for learning and invention. It is crucial to avoid 
rigidity and orthodoxy in a field where much is unknown. It is also 
vital to avoid elaborate operational plans that do not acknowledge 
the need for trial and error in some aspects of the enterprise. 

Since the work must he done by people, attention should be given 
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to the viability of roles that are structured. Can the case advocate 
do his work and yet maintain the necessary relationship with clients 
and personnel in other agencies over a long period of time? Can 
the class advocate have enough personal sense of the issue when his 
work is technical and he does not come in contact with the children 
for whom he is working (e.g., if his job is to analyze social trends 
and invent social indicators) ? Does the practitioner have both the 
autonomy and the sense of backing and accountability he needs for 
responsible work? 

Professional definitions are in transition and agency boundaries 
are in motion. A program's agency base may be less important 
than what the program intends to do and who will try to do it. The 
practitioner's credentials may be less significant than his knowledge 
and competence. It is a time to suspect pat answers and to be serious 
about eclecticism. It is a time to strive for more and to make assess­
ments by examining results. It is a time to understand and expand 
rights and a time to do something about them . 

It is time to advocate on behalf of children. 

, '~ 
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A. Reports From tbe Field 

Center for the Study of Student Citizenship, Rights and 
Responsibilities, Dayton, Ohio 144 

United Bronx Parents, Bronx, New York 146 

Child Advocacy System Project, Morganton, 
North Carolina 149 

Action for Children's Television, Newton, Massachusetts 151 

Family Advocacy Program, Family Service Association 
of America 152 

Wisconsin Association for Mental Health, 
Madison, Wisconsin 155 

Community Resources Development Unit, Kentucky 
Department of Child Welfare, Frankfort, Kentucky 157 

Massachusetts Committee on Children and Youth, . 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Illinois Commission on Children, Springfield, Illinois 

.Citizens' Committee for Children of New York 

+ • • 

158 

162 

166 

Appendix A offers additional details about programs and processes for 
readers who are eager to have a more complete and concrete sense of what 
child advocacy is like in action. It should be evident from the preceding 
chapters that advocacy programs cannot be easily ty;ped or categorized. 
Programs that use a common starting point may have dillsimilar goals, those 
that operate from similar bases may utilize different strategies, and those that 
are sponsored by the same funding agency may be difffirent in practice. It 
would therefore be impossible for us to describe eveJ.'y kind of advocacy 
program without mentioning everyone we visited. 
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To give the reader some understanding of the many different types of 
child advocacy and to convey some sense of what the activity is like, we 
shall begin with descriptions of some of the newer programs that have 
been created with specific advocacy functions.1 We shall then illustrate how 
some traditional social welfare agencies have added advocacy components 
to their operations. Finally, we shall summarize the programs of agencies 
that were practicing child advocacy before the term was introduced. 

NEW ADVOCACY PROGRAMS 
" Center lor the Study of Student Citizenship, Rights 

and Responsibilities, Dayton, Ohio 

The Center for the Study of Student Citizenship, Rights and Responsi. 
bilities is a community.based research and demonstration project located in 
a black neighborhood in West Dayton. It was funded in 1970 by OEO for 
three years. It is the only OEO legal service program that is not adminis. 
tered by a lawyer, and it represents a model that was developed jointly 
by the founders of the Neighborhood Legal Service Program and the proj· 
ect's director. The program evolved from the director's personal experience 
in the local school system and his acknowledged position as an advocate 

for students. 
The program is base~ on the implicit ~ssumptio~ that ~d.uca.tion is ? 

primary means of achiev10g upward economIC and sOClal mobility ~n Amen· 
can society. Its major objective is to make schools more responsIve to the 
needs and wants of students-especially low·income and minority students­
and to ensure that students receive the rights and entitlements that are 

their due. 
The program has a large national board, which includes many prestigious 

members (some of whom are relatively inactive) and a local, somewhat 
more active board composed of leading citizens and representatives from 
the local community. At present, the local board is not an active policy· 
making body, but it is anticipated that community p~rticip.ation will ~xp?nd 
and that eventually the board will playa larger role 10 pohcy determ1OatIOn. 
Current policy is established by the director-an unusually competent and 
dynamic young professional educator-in conjunction with his staff. The paid 
staff includes the director and ten parent "ombudsmen," who function as 
student advocates. Additional student and parent ombudsmen work for the 
organization on a volunteer basis. A staff lawyer supplies an active legal· 
service component to the program as needed. With the exception of the di· 
rector, lawyer, researcher, and administrative assistant, staff membe~s a:e 
primarily indigenous paraprofessionals, most. of whom ~~ve .been actIVe. 10 
other citizen action groups such as welfare nghts and clVll nghts orgamza· 
tions. Furthermore, many of these staff members had previously worked 
with the director and thus were known to him when hired. This creates 

1 Given the diversity of programs, no one outline applies to all. Given the "ages" 
of the various programs and the fact that some of our studies were more intensive 
than others, the summaries also vary in length and depth. We only seek to expand 
011 the illustrations offered previously. 
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an especially close·knit and dedicated staff, able to work in a loosely struc· 
tured organization to seek shared goals. 

In a~hieving it~ goals the pro~ram utilizes both case and class advocacy. 
Its major effor~ Involves educatmg students and parents about the school 
syste~ an? t~elr. rights and responsibilities as defined by law. The pro· 
~ram s obJectIve IS to ensure that the educational system is accountable to 
It~ ~onsumer group, i.e., students, and to effect necessary change from 
Wlthm the system. 

These goals are being implemented through a number of activities such 
as (1) providing information to students by publishing a Students' Rights 
Handbook, ~2). ~olding work~h.ops ,to educate students about their rights 
and responSIbIlItIes, (3) provIdmg Information about relevant institutions 
e.g., the juvenile court system, and (4) training lay advocates (or ombuds: 
men) to act as spokesmen for students involved in disciplinary action with 
the schools or police. 

'The use of ombudsmen as case advocates for students is the fulcrum of 
the prog-:am and provides an individual service component as well as the 
case findmg from which class advocacy is derived. "An ombudsman inter· 
ven.es in a case. situation when either the student or 'i'ri~ parent requests 
aSSIstance. TYPIcally, the student telephones within a day aft~r aI,I incident 
occurs and a,n omb~dsman ,interviews, him the same or the ne~r rJay. The 
ombudsman ImmedIately telephones tile school and makes an appoi>ltment 
for the same or the following day with the principal and the teacher in· 
volved. Facts are presented, analyzed, and evaluated by both sides. Then 
t~e ombudsman. arranges to meet with the student, his parents, the prin. 
clpal, and .possIbly the teacher and negotiates an appropriate resolution 
of the conihct. Usually such matters are resolved satisfactorily within three 
or four days; they rarely take longer. If, in t.he course of his work, the 
ombudsman feels that there are problems in the family or in the student's 
personal situation that require further assistance, short·term counseling 
~eferral, or other services may be provided. Rarely dOfls the ombudsman'~ 
Involvement last longer than a few weeks. 

Apparently, the reason many conflicts have been resolved effectively is that 
students and ombudsmen are aware of students' legal rights and teachers 
are faced with outside intervention or even penalties and' legal action. 
B,:tween May 15 and 18, 1972, a relatively typical period, the center reo 
celved twenty.~e,:en requests fO.r help and fourteen of these were resolved. 
Low.key negotIatIOn, coupled WIth the implicit potential for more direct con· 
fro~tation, r~sults in efforts on the part of all parties to find satisfactory so· 
~utIOns.. Th~s facet of the program is its main foundation and has become 
mcreasmgly well known; the eenter receives telephone calls for information 
and help from people well beyond Dayton and occasionally from out' of 
state. . 

The program. has ~een intensively involved in two specific schools. A 
student court, In whIch students control disciplinary measures involving 
other students, was instituted at these schools. The center trains the' 
~tudents with regard to their rights and legal procedures. The participants 
I~ these courts include a wide range of youths, sortle of whom are considered 
dIsaffected" ali~na~ed, a~d disruptiv~. Since this program has allegedly 
been effectIve In lmprovmg students morale and behavior, it presumably 
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1 h 1 are apprehensive will expand to other schools, although. severa sc 00 s 

about such an approach. 1 t is the establishment of Student 
A related area of program de:ve lop~.en. to the subject of discipline in 

Boards of Inquiry. One b~ard IS ~ mo\;;ms are and what the solutions 
the schools: i.e., what the Issuebs an hr d with identifying areas of the 
might be. Another board has een c arge 

curriculum that need to be c~ang~d. 1 bb in activities. it major target is 
The center's program also mv? ves 0 f ~mg the schools and the center is 

the elimination of corporal pums;ment e:l of existing l;gislation that per­
trying to clevelop broad sUJ;1port or rep 
mits such punishment. I' (1) the degree of conceptu-

The ce/,lter is un?sual for seve~a r~:onrS~ject before it was funded, (2) 
alization and planmng thh~t weht 1:;.tO t r 1s an articulate professional with 
the nature of its leaders Ip-t eIre? 0 d is known as a community ac-
full credentials in t~e fie~t ;If e.dhc~~lOn o~:tituency (3) its unusually com­
tivist who js totally Identl e WIt 'bl ls ctaff who a~e enthusiastically com­
petent, well-trained, and re~ponsll e snd '(4) its emphasis on negotiation, 
mitted to the program and Its goahs, a f ntation and adversary tactics. 

• d ublicity rather t an con ro b . ht persuasIOn, an P d 'd' complete information a out rIg s 
The program has foc~s~ on prr~ Id~cumentation of incidents leading to 
and entitlements, obhtamhmg com

f 
r e ~ ction as a last resort. This approach, 

conflict, and using t e treat 0 eg.a 1 a . and unrest in the local school 
. b kd of existing raCla tenSIon . h th agamst a ac rop 1 b d than willing to cooperate WIt e 

system, has made the schoo oarh ~orse quality education, the school board 
project. Because the center .eTPllas~~e publicizing the school system's needs 
sees the program as a ~otentla a Y m is using a within-the.system ap­
and problems. '~~sentlally, th~s prI~t~yestinglY enough, the project now 
proach to changmg the schoo . f h B d of Education as well as school 
rece.ives referral~ fr~m, ~nembers °h t e ro o;:m is effective and increasingly 
couns~lors-an mdlcatlon that t e p g 

accepte{(t ' . • 1 d additional problems, however. The 
The program's ~uc\ress ?as st~~~a~: and there is a great deal of pressure 

program has receIVed natlOnaJd . t s of constituencies, targets addressed, 
on it and the director to expan m erm 1 the Harvard School of Edu­
and replication i~ other. a~eas. For examP

d eihe center's director has been 
cation is developmg a SImIlar prolP-'am, an 

d . h h' deavor ' 
closely involve WIt t IS en ; can be seen in other successful pro-

The problems that succes~ crea es a program gains a national reputation, 
grams as well. In other wor s, once nd and have the staff speak and 

t to have the program expa . . 
pressure moun s h . t th country It is far from certam, gIven 
consult with groups throu~ ou .e t how ;ep1icable any specific program 
all the locally relevant varffbl~s, ;U~re diluted'bv expanded interests, and 
is, what happe.ns w?en. stba t e or 8 local commu~ity program and a large­
what the relatIonshIp IS e ween a 
scale social program. 

United Bronx Parents 
Bronx, New York 

C1 rass-roots self-help organization of 
United Bronx Parenths bl~t:la:. aSth~ §outh Bronx, New York City. Since 

Puerto Rican parents W 0 lYe In . 

I 
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its establishment in 1965, it has gradually expanded its influence in the 
city and has initiated similar developments in other ethnic communities 
throughout the country. 

The present director launched the program on a volunteer basis when, 
as president of the local Parent-Teachers AS(lociation, she became increas­
ingly concerned about the rigidity of school administration, qualitative in­
adequacies in the school curricula, and the school system's unresponsiveness 
to what she defined as the valid needs of Puerto Rican students. Frustrated 
in her efforts to achieve change through existing structures, she organized 
a large number of Puerto Rican parents in ~he community, formed a 
separate organization, and incorporated it under the name of United Bronx 
Parents. Until 1966 the organization functioned strictly on an informal, 
voluntary basis; however, in 1966 it received a small grant from OEO and 
has since received funds at different times from HEW, the New York City 
Addiction Services Agency, private sources such as the Ford Foundation 
and the Field Foundation, and the Urban Coalition. 

The membership increased rapidly, and in 1967 the organization began 
to expand its original focus on the school system to include health services, 
housing, welfare, and the juvenile justice system. But its primary activities 
continue to be school-related. 

The program's staff and constituency are primarily Puerto Rican, but 
there is Rome participation by blacks. The organization has several branch 
offices in addition to its main center. However, the number of branches, the 
size of staff, Ilnd the scope of the program vary, depending on the financial 
situation at a particular time. Since funding tends to be spasmodic, short 
term, and variable, an enormous amount of the director's time and effort is 
devoted to fund-raii>ing. 

The executive director administers the program as a whole. There are six 
satellite programs, each of which is administered by an assistant director 
and a staff of education sp~cialists or aides. All the organizing and training 
staff are indigenous to the community and most are paraprofessionls. Each 
center runs its own Parent Leaders~ip Training Program, and staff roles 
are quite flexible, responding to immediate demands. 

Policy is determined jointly by the executive director and a board of 
directors. The board is ~omposed of fifteen community residents who are 
parents of children currently enrolled in the local school system. Members 
are nominated by other members, the staff, or the dirflctor. Although 
theoretically the board must approve the executive director's decisions regard­
ing policy, the executive director-an extremely articulate, dynamic, and 
agp;ressive woman-is in fact a determining forc'o in the organization. 

The organization also has a forty-member ad~risory board, which. meets 
twice a year and is composed of a miscellaneous group of profeSSIonals, 
academics, and Usignificant lay people." This group's function seems to be 
that of providing prestige, influence, expertise, or contacts when needed. 

United Bronx Parents gives the overall impression of being a loosely 
structured informal grass-roots organization whose size varies depending on 

, , h' d' funds available, the importance of the issue being addressed, t e Imme late 
interests of the community, and the political climate. 

The program's current focus is a combination of class and case advocacy, 
with particular attention devoted to the school system. The major activity 
is training parents to act as advocates for their children in the local school 
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system. A series of programs has been develope~ ;0 te~ch pare,nts how to 
evaluate curricula, teaching performance, admlDIstratlve efficIency, and 
school programs generally. In addition, parents are informed about relevant 
legislation the role of local school boards, principals' and administrators' 
ob1igation~ and responsibilities, and student .and pare~tal rights and en· 
titlements. The program organizes parents to mtervene In the school system 
on both an individual and a team basis and on behalf of individual students 
as well as groups of students. The objective is to create a monitoring system 
that is supported by facts. . 

In the past year the organJzation's activities have involved housmg, weI· 
fare and health as well as education. For example, through the Model 
Citi~s Program it is sponsoring a housing developmex;t in the S?uth Bronx 
in the hope that this will encourage teachers to move mto the neIghb~rhood. 
There is an adult education program administered by the six offi~es (Inc1~d. 
ing an adult literacy program Ilnd English classes for non.Enghsh.apeakmg 
people); a day care program for children; two "probl~m" .centers, which 
provide case advocacy services for parents who drop In WIth a rang~ of 
problems; a drug prevention program; and a youth program that prOVIdes 
recreation and college referrals. 

The organization is basically a community action progran" in the OEO 
sense focused on cla~s advocacy and, to a lesser extent, case a~vocacy. 
Ther~ is also a direct service component within the organization, although 
this is considered less important than other activities. The direct services 
include general access s~rvices, such as information, referral, and follow·up, 
as well as case services. Case advocacy is the strongest component of the 
direct service program. 

Although most youth and almost all parent volunteers are from. the local 
cOn;lmunity the organization currently addresses problems of children all 
over the city. Increasingly the organization vi~~s itself as repr~senting a 
city.wide constituency, especially the more milItant Puerto RIcan com· 

munity. . d' 'b'l't' t t nd aogres Primarily because of the executIve Irector s a I I y, lD eres , a b • 

siveness the organization's influence has expanded far beyond what one 
would ~ormally expect from a community·based group. For example" at 
present the organization has a grant from HEW to develop a. par~nt evalua· 
tion manual for training parents to act as advocates for thell chIldren a~d 
to monitor in the schools. This will be utilized as a training manual for 
parents throughout the country. 

As a result of the extensive parent training program, staff have been pro­
viding technical assistance to groups across the country that are interested 
in similar kinds of parent advocacy. Training sessions have been conduct~d 
by staff with Mexican.American parents in California, bl~ck parents .m 
Boston and Cleveland, American Indian parents on reservatIons, and whIte 
middle.class parents in Stamford, Connecticut, and Tuxedo Park, New York. 

In addition to <Jonstant funding problems and conflicts with groups repre· 
senting the smaller black community, the group is faced with another prob. 
lem' tho lack of a legal service component. School·related problems such 
as lliegal suspensions, truancy, drug. ab.use,. and juv;nile delinquency often 
require legal services, and the orgamzatIon IS ~earchmg for ways to de~e!op 
such a component. Again, however, there IS the problem of obtummg 
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sufficient funds for expanding the program into this area-not to mention 
the difficulty in finding Puerto Rican attorneys. 

United Bronx Parents continues to expand and be effective, not only 
because it focuses on issues that are important to local people, but because 
of its leadership. It emphasizes the shared problems of pa:rl'lnts in a rela· 
tively homogeneous community, and, like the Students' Rights Center in 
Dayton, Ohio, it seeks quality education as an instrument to achieve upward 
social and economic mobility for its constituency. The organization views 
child advocacy as a component of a broader effort in community develop. 
ment with wide political objectives. 

Child Advocacy System Project 
Morganton, North Carolina 

The Child Advocacy System Project (CASP) is located in Morganton, 
North Carolina, a community of approximately 13,000 people located ill the 
foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. The project is administered 
through the Learning Institute of North Carolina and is funded by a grant 
of approximately $120,000 from BEH/NIMH. The project focuses on chilo 
dren in the Mountain View Elementary School, which is situated in a poor 
black area of the community, but it also serves children from a broad range 
of socioeconomic backgrounds. During the first year, the target population 
consisted of seventy children in kindergarten and first grade, but the pro· 
gram will eventually be expanded to include all children from kindergarten 
through the fourth grades. 

CASP was the result of the theoretical work and discussions of people 
at the Learning Institute of North Carolina and the Child Advocacy Center, 
both located in Durham. The Child Advocacy Center, which functions as a 
sort of "think tank" for the State Department of Mental Health, was es· 
tablished as a joint educational center by the department and the Univer. 
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The center's staff view child advocacy 
as a set of procedures or interventions which will ensure that a child reo 
ceives the hum.ln services necessary for his optimal development. Since 
they view the child in "system" terms, they posit that the child must be 
observed in interaction with his environment to determine how his develop. 
ment can best be enhanced. And since the staff are concerned about the 
rights of children, they suggest that child advocacy can also be viewed as 
a developing methodology for improving the fit between the child and his 
"ecology" and for making child·serving institutions at least partially ac· 
countable to the child. 

Because the project is so closely related to the Child Advocacy Center, 
it ha~ a strong research component and a more extensive theoretical base 
than most of the other recently elltablished child advocacy programs. The 
project'~ major goal is to establish a model for moving a child advocacy 
system into a neighborhood, i.e., it intends to study what happens when a 
child advocacy team is introduced to aneighhorhood system consisting of 
children and families, tho local school, established community facilities, and 
interest groups. Specifically, the project focuees on what happens when the 
~chool is used as the entry point to the neighborhood, since theoretically a 
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chUd adyocacy program could be introduced through anyone of the sys· 
tern's signilicant components. The elementary school is a critical variable 
in the liYes of children and proyides access to all children in a specific age 
group. Thus the staff at the center are especially interested in the prob. 
lems and potentials of the school I.' " an entry point. 

CASP's goal is to examine the e~vlogy of eyery child within the target pop· 
ulation and to use whatever inteFl-':li1.10ns are necessary to maximize each 
child's potential for growth. To do this, the project utilizes a "scanning 
model" by which the child advocate "enters the child's ecology" to observe 
and collect data regarding the fit between the child and his environment. 
Once adequate data have been collected, a team assesses the adequacy of the 
fit. If the child's development appears normal, the child advocate simply 
continues to scan or monitor his progress on an ongoing basis. If there 
appears to be an unsatisfactory fit in some are~~; the team designs and im· 
plemento an advocacy plan to eff\~ct whatever changes seem necessary. 

The project is administered b)T a small board composed of the project 
director, other staff members at the Child Advocacy Center, and the direC,tor 
of the Learn~ng Institute. In practice the project director has alm?st com· 
plete autonomy, although he wants the authori'i to be shared with the board 
and insists on meeting with them with some degree of reg!:,latity. The 
actual work of the project is carried out by a team of three <lhHd advocates 
who live in Morgar,ton. The project director and the full·time research 
director spend two days a week in Morganton and keep in close contact by 
telephone the remainder of the time. The staff operates on a team basis, 
although one advocate acts as the coordinator and takes respoIlsibility for the 
other advocates' activities. The staff members are young, dynamic college 
graduates who have had a variety of experience in the fields of mental 
health, education, and community organizing. 

The project staff feel that the interests of the parents and children 
sometimes differ and therefore see themselves as accountable only to the chilo 
dren. For this reason, they have not established any type of neighborhood 
board. Instead they try to monitor each decision they make in terms of how 
it affects the lives of the seventy children in the target population. They 
realize that this makes their accountability a subjective matter, but they 
have been unable to devise a plan for a board that would totally represent 
the interests of the children and take adequate account of the different 
interest groups within the total community. As a consequence, the project 
at this point is a professionally based operation. 

Using the scanning .model, each of the three advocates has responsibility 
for one·third of the children in the target population. In addition, each has 
a broader responsibility: one is tIle advocate in the community, the second 
is the advocate in the school, and the third is the advocate in the neighbor· 
hood. Thus each tukes responsibility f01' assessing the ecology of a given 
subsystem and for intervening appropriately to bring about needed changes. 
Since the advocates operate on a team basis, however, their work overlaps 
to a great degree. 

The staff's initial effort involved talking and playing with the children and 
observing them at school, in the neighborhood, and at home. At the time 
of our study the staff members had completed one sCJ.nning review of each 
child and were working on a second round. After completing each e3sess· 
ment, the team decides if any intervention is necessary and attempts to carry 
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it thr.ough. On a case basis they provide access services such as informa. 
tion, referral, brokerage; serve as lay spokesmen; and monitor the activities 
of other agencies. For example, they became involved in a case of neglect 
in which the Department of Public Welfare was attempting to terminate a 
mother's parental rights. Since they had not met the family when the issue 
first arose, they did not feel they could take a position on the termination. 
However, they monitored the department's actions every step of the way, 
raising significant questions with the welfare workers, court officers, and 
school personnel,about how the process was carried out. 

On a class level,the advocates have conducted a variety of interventions. 
For example, they initiated a training program for teachers of children with 
learning disabilities. One advocate, has participated actively in a voter 
registration drive, and another has been developing strategies to deal with 
the issue of how cumulative school records are used. The basic principle for 
their activities is simply to do whatever seems necessary to enhance the de. 
velopment of the children within the target population. 

Generally, the staff, the board, school personnel, and the community at 
large are satisfied with the project's progress, and the children in the target 
p,pulation are especially"enthusiastic about their advoca,tes. The major 
USke' facing the project at present are to devise ways of involving a larger 
segment of the community in its activities and to develop mechanisms to 
ensure accountability to consumers. . 

The project seems to be fulfilling an unmet need in the community­
monitoring service systems from the child's point of view. Yet if the proj. 
ect has thereby identified a new institutioiial need in society, the question 
arises whether such a program can be establir,iled on an ongoing basis and 
be maa.~ truly accountable to its consumers. The project considers this 
question to be crucial and is discussing alternative approaches. 

Action for Children's Television 
Nezoton, Massachusetts 

Action for Children's Television (ACT) was started in 1968 by a group of 
housewives who were attempting to develop cultural enrichment programs 
for children in their community. Although initially these housewives were 
concerned about the problem of violence in children's television programs, 
they gradually broadened their focus to include the general issue of quality 
and quantity in children's television. The group has grown from a small 
number of volunteers to a large voluntary organization with a staff of four, 
a membership of approximately 2,000, alld funding by a foundation grant. 

ACT is a single.issue organization that engages in class advocacy. It 
seeks to make citizens more aware of the problems in the children's tele. 
vision field and to sensitize the Federal Communications Commission the 
maior networks, and individual broadcasters to the demands of consu~ers. 
ACT has proposed three specific guidelines for children's television to the 
Federal Communications Commission: (1) Hosts on children's programs 
should not attempt to sell any products. (2) Instead of showing commer. 
cials during children's programs, companies should be asked to underwrite 
programs in exchange for a one·line credit at the end. (3) There shQuld 
he a minimum of fou~~~en hours of programming a week for children of 
different ages. 

,I 
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To achieve its goals, ACT utilizes a number of strategies. First, staff and 
members have engaged in intensive study of the entire problem of children's 
television, immersing themselves in the literature and trade journals. As a 
result of an early stttdy, the organization decided to focus on the problem 
of advertising because commercial interests seemed to dictate the content 
of programs. It has also conducted informal studies, for example, on the 
proportion of time devoted to commercials in children's and adult programs. 
In addition, ACT c;ommissioned two recently completed major studies: one 
focuses on advertie,ing practices in television; the other analyzes the content 
of Saturday morning programs. 

ACT's second major ettategy has been to engage in extensive public 
education through speaking engagements, monthly newsletters, and annual 
conferences. Also, the organization has published one book about its 
work and maintains a resource center and consultation service for people 
who want to organize local action groups. 

Finally, staff and members have testified at public hearings and used a 
variety of organizing techniques to put pressure on t4e Federal Communica­
tions Commission, broadcasters, and networks to change their standards. 
In addition ACT filed a brief with the Federal Trade Commission, asking 
them to prohihitvitamin and other drug advertising on children's television. 

The. major success of this organization to date is that the general public 
is now more concerned about the problem of children's television than it was 
previously. ACT has achieved several other small victories: for example, 
the National Association of Broadcasters has reduced the amount of com· 
mercial time allowed on children's programs from sixteen t<> twelve minutes 
per hour. UJllike most child advocacy programs, however, ACT is attempt. 
ing to chang'e an industry that affects major commercial interests. There· 
fore, it enco~Jnters far greater opposition and, because of tax constraints, 
must be much. more selective about the ~trategies it uses than would organi· 
zations engaE;ed in quarrels in the human services. 

After ACT got the Federal Communications Commission to publish its 
guidelines in a primer on community needs in television, the commission 
received more than 100,000 letters and legal briefs, most of which supported 
ACT's position. However, the National Association of Broadcasters, the 
three major' networks, and a number of individual advertisers and broad· 
casting stations filed briefs opposing their position. Many professionals 
seemed to assume that establishing a regulatory agency in one or more parts 
of the children's field would eliminate many current problems. But ACT's 
experience indicates that even with regulatory agerlcies, outside forces are 
needed to monitor activities and develop constituencies concerned with out· 
comes. ACT's experience also illustrates the case for a single·issue coalition 
in the child advocacy field. 

A NEW COMPONENT OF ESTABLISHED PROGRAMS 

Family Advocacy Program 
Family Service Association of America 

The Family Advocacy Program of the Family Service Association of 
America (FSAA) is interesting because it represents an attempt to change 
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the major thrust of some of the most traditional direct service agencies in 
the social work field. The concept of family advocacy was developed at 
about the same time as child advocacy and is similar in many respects: 
"The purpose of Family Advocacy is to insure that the systems and institu. 
tions with direct bearing on family life work for those families, rather than 
against them." 2 

Perhaps the major difference between family advocacy and child advocacy 
is that the model for the former was developed and promulgated by FSAA's 
national office. Thus all the local programs are similar. We visited six of 
these programs and base our observations on these visits as well as FSAA 
literature, questionnaire responses, and a meeting with national office staff.s 

Because of their casework programs, family service agencies are in a 
particularly sensitive position to identify community needs. In addition, 
because their hoards include many influential citizens who are known for 
their social responsibility, these agencies have the opportunity to be espe· 
cially effective at a public policy·making level. 

Family advocacy focuses on the needs of the total family and, like the 
individual counseling and other services provided hy family service agencies, 
is directed toward strengthening the family as the basic unit of society. The 
program's central concept is that family agencies should not only attempt to 
solve the problems of the individual families who come to them for help, but 
also should attack the causes of these problems in society. Therefore, fre· 
quent reference is made to the notion of "case to cause" advocacy, i.e., prob. 
lems in social institutions, which can be noted in individual cases, should be 
attacked at a policy level, so that the results will benefit others with similar 
problems. 

At the national level, it is recognized that before they can engage in effec· 
tive advocacy, agencies may have to enga.ge in "internal advocacy" to make 
their own programs more responsive to clients' needs. Advocacy is viewed 
as a function of the entire agency-staff, board, and administration. Great 
stress is placed on the roles of clients and community groups, and ag~ncies 
are encouraged to engage in collaborative and consultative work with them. 

The advocacy process is conceptualized as including the same phases as 
the casework process: definition of the problem, study, diagnosis, treatment 
planning, implementation, and evaluation. The proposed strategies are many 
and varied, encompassing whatever techniques are necessary to achieve a 
desired goal. Therefore, intervention may consist of a simple case confer­
ence or an extended campaign of fact.finding, organizing citizen support 
groups, demonstrating, and lobbying. 

Agencies involved in family advocacy have achieved a number of policy 
victories. For example, they have obtained rulings that make it possible 
for pregnant teenagers to attend regular classes, effected change in the 
procedures for allocating public housing, organized a coalition to fight cut· 

• Ellen P. Manser, The Family AdVocacy Manual (New York: Family Service 
Association of America, 1972), p. 1. 

·Child and Family Services of New Hampshire, Manchester, New Hampshire; 
FlIll1ily Service Association of Nassau County, Mineola, NeVI York; Catholic 
Family Services, Hartford, Connecticut; Family and Children's Service, Nashville, 
Tennessee; Child Service and Family Counseling Center, Atlanta, Georgia; and 
Family and Children's Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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backs in welfare, forced a chan:ge in the formula for state distri~ution ~f 
Title I fund!l for education, anci obtained passage of an open.housmg ord~ 
nance. In addition, introductil~n of family advocacy programs has set 0 

changes in some FSAA agencies, such as gi~ing co~sume.rs ~~a~ter ?"epre­
sentation on the boards, decentralizing decisIOn.makmg, simpufYl?g .I~take 
procedures, making staff more aware of the social cause~ of mdlVldual 
problems, and sensitizing board members to the need for .soclal change. 

In implementing their advocacy programs, the agencIes. have ge~era!ly 
used one of three operation~l plans. Some have engaged m ,extensIve m· 
ternal advocacy and are working hard to make adv~cacy an J?tegral com­
ponent of their total program. Others h~ve establIshed ~amlly ad.vocacy 
as a separate functional unit and have hIred a commumty orgamzer to 
engage in policy advocacy relatively independently of the rest .o~ the staff. 
Still others have attempted to combine these approaches by hIrIng an ad· 
vocacy specialist who can direct and coordinate the advocac! efforts of the 
entire staff. In many ways, the agencies that have establIshed adv~cacy 
as a separate unit have been able to achieve concrete results more qUIckly 
than the others becuuse they have not had to struggle with the problem of 
changing their openltions r..nd philosophy. In th~ lo?g .run, however, the 
presence of one more organizer in a given c~m~~n!ty IS lIkely to have re~a. 
tively little impact. If it is true that ~any m~lVldu.al problems have socla~ 
causes more innova.tivt' actions by famIly agenCIes WIll be necessary. ~here 
fore the family advocacy programs tllat will probably be succest\£ul m the 
Ion; run will be those that engage. in extensive internal c~ange at the same 
time they attempt to effect change in the larger commumty. • 

Probably the basic problem confronting these programs is the dI?hot.om! 
that many see between individual and social change. All the agenCIes mdI­
cate that they have had great difficulty getting caseworkers (who are ac~us· 
tomed to thinking about problems in individual behavioral terms) to VIe.w 
their clients from a different perspective and to identify issues and o?~am 
adequate documentation to effect change at a different level. In addltlon, 
agencies have generally not coped with the problem o~ structure. Thus 
they remain eager to initiate advocacy programs tha~ will not threaten or 
divert resources from their individual counseling servIces. For example,. a 
complaint was filed about the tax.exem~t status of one .age~cy after Its 
family advocate organized a public campa~gn to oppose l~g.Islatlve cut.b~c~s 
in welfare. This agency remained commItted to Its POSI~lO?! but the mCI­
dent makes it clear that agencies must co~front the p~ss~~IlIt~ of reduced 
funding and support and make a determi?atIOn about ~!lOn.tles I~ they are to 
consider family advocacy. Other potentllll problems IdentIfied In such pro-

. 1 de the folloWl'ng' How should resources be allocated .between grams mc u • '. .. . h' h ld h 
direct services and social action? What kmd of relatIons Ip s o.u t ere 
be between the casework staff and the advocat~, when the l~tt.er IS defined 
as a specialist? Who should have final authonty for determmmg advocacy 
issues and strategies? ld 

It is always easier to start a new program than ~o c?ange an 0 one. 
The struggle family agencies are currently. under~omg I~ .a ne?essary ~ne 

d h ld be followed closely because It prOVIdes CrItIcal mformatIOn an s ou . f • h . 'f 
about the process of institutional change--m ormatIon t at IS neces.sary 1 

child advocacy is to become a more widespread phenomenon. It will also 
be interesting to note further developments in family advocacy because 
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FSAA has developed an extensive conceptual framework for its advocacy 
program and is the only organization of this type to give serious attention 
to goals, processes, and evaluation criteria. 

We do not know whether a unique child advocacy focus will appear in 
any of the FSAA units in response to case Gxperiences. But this may occur 
because providing services to children and help on child.parent problems 
are major FSAA casework components. 

WbJconsin Associatllon for Mental Health 
lJ'ladison, Wisconsin 

Mental health associations in several areas of the country have developed 
rather elaborate child advocacy programs. Many of these are traditional 
voluntary associations that focus primarily on the needs of the emotionally 
disturbed and are rather uncertain about their future direction in view of 
the new emphasis on prevention and community mental health. They have 
been influenced by the Report of the Joint Commission on Mental Health of 
Children and have used the joint commission's recommendations as a plat­
form to redefine their objectives and to establish various programs of child 
advocacy. 

The child advocacy 'program of the Wisconsin Association for Mental 
Health, for example, conforms closely to the joint commission's recommenda. 
tions. The program notes the fragmentation and gaps in service and utiljzes 
a concept of child advocacy that emphasizes the necessity for promotion 
and protection of the emotional, physical, social, educational, and legal in­
terests of all children. It stresses that since children do not have a voice 
in the political process, they need someone to represent their interests in 
the political arena. Child advocacy is viewed as a system that b~gins with 
the child; goes through the family, the community, the region, the state; 
and ultimately reaches the federal level. 

In operationalizing its concept of child advocacy, the association went 
through a rather elaborate process that culminated in a proposal for a 
Governor's AdVisory Council on Child Advocacy. The first step was to or­
ganize the Child-Adolescent Committee, composed of professionals in the 
state who had given special attention to the needs of children. On the 
.recommendation of that committee, the Parent-18 Committee was established, 
composed primarily of parents of emotionally disturbed children who are 
under the age of 18. Both of these committees worked together to stimulate 
thinking about a child advocacy system in the state. Next, the association 
obtained an NIMH grant through the Wisconsin State Department of Mental 
Hygiene and established the state·!t\vel position of Child-Adolescent Services 
Coordinator. 111is position has provided the manpower for conducting 
community programs and generally stirring up interest in the concept of 
child advocacy. 

In early 1971 the association recommended that the governor establish a 
Child Advocacy Council as a statutory agency within his administrative 
office. It suggested that the council be composed of nine to twelve members 
who would be professionals in the health, education, legal, and social serv­
ice fields and laymen who represented parents of children in need. It 
further suggested that in addition to an executive, the council staff should 
include professionals from the mental health, education, legal, and social 

... 
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work fields. '.the association defined the council's responsibilities as (1) 
study and evaluation of local, state, and regional health, educational, legal, 
and social service programs for children, (2) publication of reports on the 
status of such programs, (3) advising the governor on relevant programs 
and issues, and (4) development of a blueprint for a child advocacy system 
in Wisconsin. It recommended that funds for the Child Advocacy Council 
should be sought from HEW advocacy grants or (if such a grant could not 
be obtained) that staff positions from existing state agencies should be 
transferred to the council. allowing such staff administrative autonomy from 
their own departments. "" 

Following publication of these recommendations, the association con­
ducted eleven public regional hearings on the issue of child advocacy, to 
which all interested citizens and professionals were invited. Generally, the 
attendance was hroad-based, but there was a preponderance of professionals. 
As a result of these hearings, interest in child advocacy was stimulated 
and child-adolescent committees were created in many county associations 
of mental health. These county committees are viewed as forming the base 
for county councils on child advocacy. 

Subsequent to these hearings, the association's staff turned its attention 
to holding regional training meetings, highlighting children's programs, and 
organizing people to identify needs and develop means of implementing 
recommendations. During this period the Child-Adole!lcent Committee 
began to {ocus on the problem of interdepartmental cooperation in the 
state. The. P/l.rent-18 Committee has been organizing to get parents and 
other consumers represented on the various state advisory councils. 

These activities have stirred up a great deal of interest in various seg­
ments of the state with regard to child advocacy. For example, the gov­
ernor assigned a member of his staff to study the matter, ar.d the annual 
conference of the Governor's Committee on Children and Youth focused on 
child advocacy. (At this conference a number of right-wing and youth 
groups organized to oppose the child advocacy concept, as they understood 
it.) A number of people who favored child advocacy began to raise ques­
tions about the viability of the association's proposal because they felt it 
was biased in favor of children's mental health needs, rather than all their 
needs j and emphasized the role of professionals. Consequently, other 
groups, such Ii:S a local chapter of the National Association of Social 
Workers, have begun to develop their own proposals for child advocacy. 
Finally, the Governor's Committee on Children and Youth, in a report 
prepared at the governor's initiative, requested funding to launch a demon· 
stra.tion project in child advocacy, but recommended against the establish· 
ment of a statutory council on child advocacy. • 

The result of all this activity has been numerous debates and many pro· 
posals.Parents of emotionally disturbed children have been encouraged 
to organize and act as advocates for their children. Thus far, there has 
heen little specific change in the state's services for children, but the entire 
process is still in the early stage.4 

'As we went to press, we were informed that as of July 1, 1972, the governor 
appointed a Governor's Advocacy Committee on Children and Youth. It will func· 
tion along the lines of the council proposed by the Wisconsin Association for 
Mental Health and has requested $300,000 ill federal funds for this purpose. 
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!he. Community Resources Development Unit is one of five operational 
umts In the Kentucky Department of Child Welfare. It was established 
in 1972 with a staff of fifteen persons. The unit's basic function is to es­
tablish County Child Welfare Citizens Committees in thirty.four of the 
state's 120 counties. It is funded by the welfare department's state and 
federal funds. Expansion to the remainder of the state will depend on the 
results of an eighteen.month evaluation. These committees, each to he 
composed of eleven to twenty·one citizens who represent diverse segments 
of the county, are expected to evaluate the needs of children in their respec­
tive areas, determine priorities for action, and carry out selected projects 
aimed at improving the quality of life for children in the area. Such proj­
ects may focus on a selected group, such as delinquents or battered chil­
dren, or on a broad issue, such as housing or income maintenance. 

The program was created on the premise that professional resources and 
tax monies will never be adequate to meet the needs of all children in the 
state and that existing human service agencies in both the state and nation 
are now reaching only a small percentage of those who need help. There. 
fore, the responsibility for assuring that all children in a community receive 
the services necessary for their optimal development must rest with the 
community at large. The responsibility of the Community Resources De­
velopment Unit staff is to organize and staff committees and to playa cata­
lytic role in stimulating widespread community concern and action. 

This program is of special interest because it focuses on the needs of all 
children, rather than on.,those of a selected group, and on citizen account­
ability and involvement in children's services. One major constraint on the 
program is the fact that no funds are allocated to tlle county. committees 
to carry out their action prujects. The assumption is that the committees 
should discover the hidden resources in their communities and organize 
public support for their programs. Of course, if the <lounty committees 
are able to mobilize their communities to demand adequate resources from 
the legislature and the governor's office, the Department of Child Welfare 
might decide that the program is too controversial to be continued. How­
ever, the program's logic and thrust could prevent this. By admitting at 
the outset that government, taxes, and professionals have failed to meet 
more than a fraction of the needed services, the responsibility is transferred 
from the governor'a office and legislature back to local people. The guide­
lines for committee membership support the idea of citizen responsibility: 
there are no paid providers of social services (social workers) or political 
officeholders on the committees. . 

At the time of our study, this program was just getting underway, so it 
was too early to assess its viability. The program does, however, illustrate 
another way in which 9. t'raditional service can take on a child advocacy 
function. Two other states have experimental child advocacy projects in 
the state departments of mental health, and one has developed guidelines 
for case advocacy in the department of social services. The Kentucky pro. 
gr-am also illustrates the trend toward a universal focus (i.e., all children) 
and community involvement in public child welfare services. On the basis 
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of what we have seen, we expect progrlt1.ns of this type to be replicat\~d in 
other areas of the country. 

ADVOCACY: BEFORE IT WAS NAMED 

Massachusetts Committee on Children and Youth 
Boston, Massachusetts 

The Massachusetts Committee on Children and Youth (MCCY) was ap­
pointed in 1959 as an advi1(!ory committee to the governor. The Mass.!tchu­
setts Fund for Children and Youth, a nonprofit tax-exempt foundation, was 
subsequently established in 1960 to raise and disperse funds for MCCY. 
As with many of the other state committees, the primary impetus for the 
establishment of MCCY was the need for an official state body to prepare 
for and implement the recommendations of the 1960 White House Con. 
ference on Children and Youth. Thus the committee's initial charge was to 
(I) represent the Commonwealth's interests in preparation and follow-up for 
the 1960 Conference on Children and Youth, (2) study the needs of children 
in the state and develop appropriate recommendations, (3) act in an ad­
visory capacity to the governor and state departments on matters of im­
portance to children, and (4) utilize all possible means, including legisla­
tion, community planning, and action, to implement its recommendations. 

Structure. Because MCCY is appointed by the governor, it operates 
under both public and voluntary auspices, whereas the Massachusetts Fund 
for Children and Youth is an independent nonprofit corporation that elects 
its own officers. The memberships of these two bodies overlap sufficiently 
to ensure consistency and integration of their policies and activities; how­
ever, the dual auspices provide MCCY with a freedom of action that would 
he impossible if it operated under a single auspice. The fund was created 
initially because of a legal question as to whether an advisory committee 
could be incorporated. But in addition to raising and dispersing funds, the 
fund guarantees the committee a degree of independence and permanence 
that could otherwise not be maintained by a committee that exists ,solely at 
the wish of the gpvernor. On the other hand, since the committee acts in 
an advisory capacity to the governor, it has greater access to public officials 
and is freer to engage in political activity than a private, tax-exempt or· 
ganization would be. 

At the present time, the committee consists of approximately 180 pro· 
fessionals, local public officials, business executives, and lay citizens-most 
of whom are knowledgeable and respected leaders in the children's field. 
Since MCCY does not have a formal system for rotating membership and 
there are no annual meetings or activities, ma:ny members are inactive. A 
fifteen-member executive board has major responsibility for determining 
policies and carrying out the committee's work. In addition there· are four 
standing committees organized to deal with special problem areas such as' 
dav care and juvenile offenders. 

MCCY currently has one part-time and four full-time professional staff 
members, an administrative assistant, and clerical help. The professional 
staff are all high-caliber, experienced people with extensive backgrounds in 
research, community organizing, and planning. They function in an inde­
pendent, flexible manner, working on specific projects and staffing the board 
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subcommittees in the areas in which they have special interest and expertise. 
For example, in addition to his administrative and program responsibilities 
t? .MCCY and. the fund, the executive director carries on the necessary 
hals?n work wrth the governor's office, the Office of the Secretary of Human 
SerVIces, and the commissioners of state. departments that serve children. 
He also s'~rves on numerous official and semiofficial committees and task 
~orce~. 011e full-time staff member concentrates her efforts in the fields of 
JuvenIle delinque~cy, ~uvenile justice, and funding of children's services. 
Anoth.er works prl~arIly !n the areas of public welfare, local community 
plannIng, and herolD addIction. A third worker is doing a study of run­
aways and street children. The part-time person concentrates entirely on 
fund raising. 
. The s!ze of the p:ofessio?al staff has fluctuated somewhat over the years 
m relation to speCIfic proJects and contracts. At one point MCCY em­
~loyed nine professional staff, and it has always made extensive use of part­
tIme staff and consultants. In addition, it frequently organizes ad hoc task 
forces to work on specific issues and often works in coalition with other 
community groups and organizations. 

MCCY's budget for 1970 was approximately $144,000. From its earliest 
days the committee has received substantial assistance from the State De."'· 
.partment of Public Health; in addition, it is financed by contracts and con­
sultation fees from public and private agencies, donations and foundation 
~an~s. Also: in t~e past, when MCCY planned to engag; in active lobby­
mg, It establxshed mdependent organizations to receive and disperse funds 
on a non-tax-exempt basis. 

The staff are expected to function within the policy guidelines established 
by the b?ar~. The com~ittee is accountable to the governor and is expected 
to functIon m the best mterests of children througllOut the Commonwealth. 
There are, however, no mechanisms for insuring accountability to "con. 
sumers," an undefined group in this context. 

Activities. In carrying out its broad mandate of providing leadership 
to improve the quality of life for children, MCCY has chosen to concentrate 
on impr?ving the services provided by public agencies that impinge on chilo 
dren:s 1.lves. ~h~refore !ts major activitie.s consist of studying needs and 
momtormg ~xlstmg ser~ce systems, dr~ftmg legislation, organizing public 
support to Implement Its recommendatIOns, and consulting with the gov­
ernor's office! the legislature, public officials, public and private agencies, 
and communIty groups. 

MCCY's activities are of four kinds: studies, social action, consultation, 
~nd conferences. :rhe committee has a stro?g resenr9h base, and it has pub­
hshed twenty maJor reports that have gUIded many subsequent activities. 
~t has formulated pos.ition statements and taken action on most of the major 
Issues before the legIslature that are related to children. The method has 
varied, depending on the issue, from a single letter or telephone call to 
months of intensive work, and action has been taken on various issues such 
as mandatory licensing of day care facilities, repeal of prohibition against 
educa~io~al requirements for ce~tain state civil serviCe positions. and ap­
proprIation of funds for profeSSIOnal child welfare workers. MCCY has 
provided consultation assistance to a number of public and private agencies 
and groups such as the Department of Public Welfare, the Boston Mental 
Health Survey, and the Governor's Advisory Council on Medicaid. And 
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MCCY has sponsored major conferences on day car~ and the p.roblems of 
youths in addition to the statewide conferences held m preparation for the 
1960 and 1970 White House Conferences on Children and Youth. 

MCCY's two major efforts to date have been the reorganization of the 
state's public welfare system and the estl~blishment of the Department of 
Youth Services. In the first case MCCY was involved over a three-y~ar 
period (1964-67) as the administering agency of a broad-~ased commu.mty 
effort to reform public welfare in Massachusetts. To do thIs, the commIttee 
commissioned a major study of the public welfare system and engaged a 
legal firm to translate the study recommendations into le~islation. MC~Y 
then established a separate Committee on Reform of PublIc Welfare, which 
could receive and dispens~ funds on a non-tax-exempt basis, to serve 
throughout the reorganization campaign_ This committee engaged the ser­
vices of a professional lobbyist. Since the legislati~n did not pass ~e first 
year, it was redrafted and resubmitted the foll?wmg year and, WIth t~e 
lobbyist's help a sophisticated statewide campaIgn was launched to gam 
support for th~ bill. After the .legislation was passed in 1967, the com­
mittee then had to organize against a threatened veto by the governor and 
mobilize support for the passage of a $92 million tax bill needed to imple­
ment the reorganization act. The major accomplishment of this effort was 
the establishment of a state system of public welfare, which placed the 270 
autonomolls local welfare offices under one administration and provided for 
a network of community service centers throughout the state. Because of 
the t.remendous problems involved in implementing this legislation, espe?ially 
because of the turmoil in public welfare in recent years, MCCY contInued 
to work closely in a consultant capacity with the Department of Public 
Welfare for three years after the bill was passed. . 

MCCY's other major accomplishment has been the creatIOn of a new De­
partment of Youth Services to replace the total!y inade~u~t~, out?ated, and 
politically coutrolled Youth Service Board. This effort, Imtiated In 1964 by 
MCCY's recommendation to the governor for a full-scale study by the 
Children's Bureau, finally culminated in the passa.ge in ~969. of major 
legislation creating a new Department of Youth Sernces. FIrst Introdu?ed 
in 1967, the legislation translated into legislative mandate the sw~epmg 
recommendations of the Children's Bureau report. Among the barners to 
progress was the fact that those who supported change were divided with 
respect to the best way to structure the new agency. In a?dition, ~~ose 
employees of the division who felt threatene~ hardened. theIr Ol?p~sl~lOn. 
Consequently, MCCY had to engage in extensIVe a~d delIcate ne.g~tlatl~ns 
with various groups in the legislature, the governor s office, admInIstratIve 
agencies, comt officials, and various profession~ grou~s to devel?p con­
sensus and support for the bill. When the new bill was mtroduced In 196?, 
it received strong bipartisan support from the legislature, the governor s 
office and various civic and professional groups. Since the creation of the 
Depa~tment of Youth Services, MCCY has continued to support and moni.tor 
. )nplementation of this legislation and the significant changes that are bemg 
effected. The new commissioner, for example, is acquiring a natIonal repu­
tation because of his efforts to close down all the large children's institutions 
and to develop small community-based facilities for delinquent youngsters. 

Assessment. A general evaluation of MCCY's work was included in 
: . 
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the report of its Joint Advisory Committee on Long Range Planning, issued 
in 1971. The advisory committee concluded that 

••• the unique combination of study, planning and mobilization of forces 
within the state to achieve goals should be carefully m~tintained. This 
special quality has marked the work of MCCY and enabled it to win 
respect as possessing facts and exercising sound judgment as well as 
demonstrating ability in social action and advocacy. 

We would certainly agree with their conclusions. The degree to which 
MCCY's original structure and methods provided viable means for attaining 
its goals is indicated by the few internal changes the committee has had to 
make over the years. It has a record of significant victories for children in 
the state. And the widespread respect it has ear,ned from pclitical leaders, 
public officials, professionals, and agency executives also testifies to its 
effectiveness. 

On the other hand, MCCY was undergoing a period of self-evaluation 
during the time of our study, which indicates a recognition that it may 
face some changes. We also view this as an indication that MCCY and 
similar organizations are going through a period of transition. For MCCY 
this ph!l!le was precipitated by the retirement of its chairman, Dr. Martha 
Eliot, former chief of the Children's Bureau, after ten years of outstanding 
leadership and accomplishment. However, several other organizations that 
have also demonstrated great expertise in the area of class advocacy on 
behalf of children and operate from a similar base of civic, political, and 
professional power groups, also seem to be in critical phaaes of organiza­
tional development. 

One important reason for the current reevaluations of organizations in 
this category is the fact that, although they have developed the expertise 
and political connections necessary to accomplish many of their objectives, 
they have not established mechanisms for ensuring what some observers 
would call accountability to "consumers" (an obviously unclear concept in 
this context).1S Agencies such as MCCY, which move with low public 
visibility, are now frequentiy attacked by younger professionals, who have 
little understanding of their achievements and strategies, and by agency 
client groups that have a limited voice in the activities. On the other hand, 
these agencies are now sometimes by-passed by traditional funding sources 
in favor of "emerging" groups. 

Advocacy for children requires the expertise and experience in research, 
planning, and child development of organizations such as MCCY. It prob­
ably cannot forgo the influence with elected officials and public adminis­
trators that such groups use so effectively. Groups that are required to 
represent every point of view in their memberships and to debate all issues 
and strategies in a public arena could never, for example, accomplish what 
MCCY did illl relation to the creation of tile Department of Youth Services. 
'On the other hand, although organizations such as MCCY may see advan­
tages in continuing to operate with low public visibility, they must develop 

5 Since no direct personal service is involved, it can be argued that the constitu­
ency is the group that unites around shared values and objectives in the committee. 
The same problem of accountability applies to the Illinois Commission on Children 
and the Citizens' Committee for Children of New York, although we have not 
highlighted it in the text. 
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mechanisms for ensuring accountability for their actions, i.e., defining ac­
countability in a manner that is appropriate to their character. This is no 
easy task because the identity of consumers or constituencies for certain 
bodies is vague. MCCY could hardly be expected to appoint a board that 
represents all families who are potentially affected by all programs on 
which it advocates and still remain an advocacy group. It would then 
become only a governmental bureau that is responsive to an electorate 

MCCY is moving in new directions. As a result of the report of its Com­
mittee on Long Range Planning, it has asked the governor to reconstitute 
the committee, appointing a smaller group of approximately forty members 
who would. serve time-limited, overlapping terms. The committee chairman 
would be authorized to invite citizens throughout the tiate to serve on panels 
organized with regard to special fields of interest. The members of these 
panels could then be asked, individually or jointly on an ad hoc basis, to 
advise the conunittee and act on specific issues. This simpler form of or­
ganization should allow MCCY to function more efficiently, demand active 
participation from its members, and involve people representing more and 
different interests at critical points in time. This type of organizational plan 
provides the potential for broader community support and participation 
in the committee's activities-a requirement that has implications i'll the 
1970s which were unrecognized when such groups were launched. 

Illinois Commission on Children 
Springfield, Illinois 

The Illinois Commission on Children is another highly effective state com­
mittee on children and youth. Established in 1963 aEi a statutory com­
mission of the legislature, it functions totally under public auspices, but it 
has a strong base of citizen support and extensive links to the voluntary 
sector. The commission was created by combining the existing Governor's 
Commission on Children and the statutory Commission on Handicapped 
Children into one organization. It was given the following charge, for which 
it is accountable to the legislature: 

The Commission shall: 
(a) Study the needs o! all children and assist in planning for the im· 

provement and most effective use of voluntary and tax-supported programs 
at the state and local levels; 

(b) Study programs for children in Illinois and in tDther states, make 
reports and advise public and private bodies throughout the state on 
matters relevant to the protection, growth and development of children; 

( c) Assist in the coordination of the administrative responsibility and 
the services of the State departments and programs as they relate to the 
well-being of children; 

(d) Make recommeI\dations on the needed legislative. action on behalf 
of children; 

(e}Promote adequate educational services and training programs for 
children, including exceptional-.hildren, in all parts of the state; 

(f) Promote social service Slid vocational guidance, training, and place­
ment for all children who require them, including exceptional children 
and those youth who leave school prior to high school graduation, and 
promote adequate special facilities for children maladjusted to their home 
surroundings; 

~_J 
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(g) Promote ade~uate provisions throughout the state for diagnosis 
and treatme!lt of chIldren who may require special medical services; and 

(h) . Pubhsh such pamphlets and other material as it deems necessary 
or deSIrable concernIng the work of the Commission and make charge 
therefor. 

Structure.. The commission has thirty members, including six mem­
bers of the legIslature (three from each house, two from the majority party 
an~ one from the minority); eight heads of state departments related to 
chIldren; and sixte.en .public I?embers appointed by the legislature. Two 
members of ~h~ IllinOIS ~ouncIl on Youth, a separate organization crested 
by !he comm.ls~IOn, also. SIt on the commission as nonvoting members. The 
entIre .commI,ssI?n functIOns as the policy-making body, although a smaller 
executIve commIttee. also meets monthly to expedite its work. In addition 
to. the usual administrative committees, the commission maintains a Com­
mIttee .of State-wide Cooperating Organizations, composed of representatives 
from sIxty-fi.ve of the state's major voluntary associations, and county assess­
ment com.mlttees, ~omposed of citizen representatives in approximately half 
th~ countIes, coverIng the largest populaticln areas of the state. The Com­
mIttee. of State-wide Cooperating Organizations and the county assessment 
commIttees make recommendations to the commission regarding community 
nee~~ and serve a sort of accountability function for the commission. In 
a?dItlOn,. throug~ these committees the commission is able to collect and 
dIsperse InfOrmatIOn and gain public recognition for its work. 
Mu~h of the commission's actual work is carried out by special project 

co~mIttees that are set up to study specific problem areas, make recommen­
datIO!1s, and carry out w~atever actions are necessary to effect appropriate 
solutIOns. ~or example! In rece!lt years. committees have been organized to 
study such Iss.ues as chJl?ren WIth hearIng impairments, early location and 
?are ?f handIcapped chIldren, children in state correctional institutions, 
Juvemle courts, and the 1970 White House Conference on Children and 
Youth. 

Si~ce the number of actual commission members is small, those who are 
apPOInted are genera!ly peopl~ who have expertise in a specific field, politi. 
?al clout, and extenSIve experIence. The many subcommittees are used to 
Involve a broader segment of the population in the commission's work and 
to train people who might later be appointed as members of the commission. 
An. atte~lpt is. also being made to inform a broad cross section of the popu­
latIOn, IncludIng consumers, about the commission's activities and to give 
them adequate opportunity to contribute. 

The commission receives an annual appropriation from the legislature of 
ap~ro:.timately $119,000 and has a professional staff of three emd a secre. 
tarlal staff of five. The executive director, who is a highly skilled and 
knowledgeable person, provides strong leadership. In addition to staffing 
th~ meeting~ of. the commission and the Committee of State-wide Cooper­
atmg Org~mz.a~Ions, she h~ndles most of the contacts with the governor's 
office, the JUdICI&ry. the legIslature, and the major public departments. One 
of her two staff assistants provides consultation to the county assellllment 
committees and staff assistance to the special project task forces; the other 
staffs the Council on Youth and assists in the work with the county assess. 
ment committees. 

The commission accomplishes an amazing volume of work despite ita 
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small staff. Much of its mIssIon i.s carried out by volunteers, working 
either as members of the commission or as members of subcommittees or 
task forces. The executive director has managed' to convey a great sense 
of responsibility to the member6 and expects a high level of productivity 
from the various task forces. 'Several members, for example, work almost 
full time as lobbyists with the legislature, and almost all of· the research 
for th reports the commission publishes is carried out by volunteers. 

Activities. The work of the commission has three major aspects: (1) 
studying the needs of children in the state and making recommendations for 
action, (2) advising and consulting with public and private bodies about 
children's needs, and (3) monitoring services to children and the imple­
mentation of recommendatiOns made by the commission. Thecommiaaion 
does not administer any direct services or d(Jmonstration programs, nor does 
it have formal planning ~.~:;\\ coordination responsibilities. However, its 
activities contribute to plannmg and may result in coordination. The eX­
ecutive director feels strong~y that the commission's success is partially due 
to its capacity to act as an external watchdog and to stay clear of any 
direct operational responsibilities. 

The commission's study function is implemented by various special project 
committees, which undertake studies in problem areas such as assessment 
of needs, examination of alternative solutions, and recommendations for 
future action. To encourage action on the problems identified, committee 
members are expected to serve until their recommendations have been 
implement'ed. The publication of a report is only the first step. 

To implement its advisory and consultative role, the commission issues a 
monthly newsletter, which goes to selected members of the legislature, the 
public departments and members of their various committees, each local 
County Assessment Committee, and designated representatives, of statewide 
coordinating organizations. The commission also publishes a legislative 
".information alert," which contains information on state· and federal legis­
lation that requires attention. In addition, the commission's staff provides 
consultation to the local !lounty assessment committees and to various public 
agencies and voluntary organizations that request assistance with given 
problems. Finally, the commission distributes its reports widely to create 
public awareness of problems and potential solution!}. 

Much of the commission's monitoring function is concentrated on legis­
lation. For this reason the executive director reviews all legislation intro­
duced, identi~es all matters related to children, and asks members to take 
action whenever necessary. During the last session of the legislature, ap­
proximately 6,000 bills were intl;IJduced, five hundred of which were identi­
fied as requiring the commissioIl)J attention. The commission actually took 
action on approximately 150 bills. 

The commission also spends extensive time monitoring the implementation 
of its recommendations, especially in regard to public bodies. Then) are 
no formal monitoring devices, but the commission acts on the reqUest of 
anyone who brings a matter to its attention. Since commission members 
are in contact with many different people in the state, they receive infor­
mation from a wide variety of sources on which they are' able to act. For 
example, the commission was recently involved in a situation regarding the 
reimbursement of probatioll officers who were hired' under the provisions of 
the juvenile court act. The reimbursement portion of the a~t, which was 
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initiated by the commission, requires that the chief judge of the circuit 
court in each area must certify the vouchers submitted by the counties re­
garding eligibility and the time commitments of individual probation 
officers. The executive director heard rumors that the probation officers 
were not full·time personnel and were not spending 50 percent of their 
time on juvenile cases, as is required by law. Therefore, she asked the 
administrative office of the Supreme Court to conduct a careful review of 
the matter. When the commission was asked to undertake this study, she 
compiled a complete report, presented it to the administrator of the Supreme 
Court, and recommended that he find some means to enforce compliance 
with this law. 

In monitoring the activities of public bodies, the commission generally 
gives the responsible official the opportunity to correct the problem situation. 
But it is made clear that if the matter is not attended to, any other approach 
or action that proves necessary will 'be used to· achieve compliance. 

Some of the commission's past accomplishments include creating a etate 
system of public child welfare services, obtaining authorization for pro­
tective child nare services and mandatory reporting and follow-up services 
for abused children, working on a major revision of the juvenile court code, 
establishing a mandatory special education program, obtaining minimum 
standards for probation officers, developing ci program for the education of 
children of migrant workers and a system of licensing and regulating mi­
grant housing, and establishing' a program for the screening and early de­
tection of children with impaired hearing. 

The illinois Commission on Children is responsible for all children in thfl 
state who are under the age of 21. It does not establish any long-range ob­
jectives for its advocacy, preferring to move into any area of need that 
specifically relates to children and cuts across the interests of more than 
one agency. department, or professional group.. Since the conuilission is 
sponsored by and directly accountable to the legislature, it gives priority 
to legislative matters and attempts to respond to all requests from members 
of the legislature. However, any resident of the state ia free to file a com­
plaint or make a recommendation to the commission. The members decide 
which activities to undertake on the basis of how severe a particular prob­
lem is, their judgment of its importance for priority" attention, how it 
affects their commitment to follow up on earlier projects, and how their 
financial and staff resources are de;t:!loyed. 

Assessment. This organization seems to provide an excellent example 
of effective advocacy in the public sector. Major factors in its success seem 
to be the executive director's strong leadership and the unusual degree of 
citizen involvement in, its activities. In addition, the fact that members of 
the legislature, heads!)f the major state departments, and members of the 
judiciary are all represented on the commission means it has unust/al access 
to all major sources of public policy determination. Finally, the main­
tenance of county assessment committees, a ,Committee of Statewide Cooper­
ating Organizations, and a Council on Youth provides the commission with 
a large amount of public credibility and support. 

One of the commission's problems is that it can only deal with a small 
percentage of the many obvious problems related to children in the state. 
Since any increase in its size would inevitably lead to a more profession­
alized organization and a concomitant decrease in the importance 0.£ the· 
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role citizens play in its activities, additional resources might not lead to a 
proportionate increase in impact. An alternative approach might be to 
develop other types of advocacy progra!:AS to :supplement the activities of 
this strong state body. 

Citizens' Committee for Children of New York 

The Citizens' Committee for Children (CCC) is a locally based voluntary 
org~nization composed of approximately 160 elected members and a pro. 
fessIOnal staff that fluctuates between five and nine full·time members, plus 
consultants and short-term research staff.6 
• The ?ommittee was organized under the leadership of a member of an 
mfluentlal and wealthy New York family. Other founding members in­
cl~d~d El:anor Rooseyelt, a leading juvenile court judge. a prominent 
c~~mologlst, several renow'ned child psychiatrists, several leading phy­
SICIans, educators, public officials, and influential and concerned lay people. 

The purposes of the CCC were defined in the by-laws as follows: 

• T? promote the well-being and happiness of the children of New York 
City and as means to that end; 7 

• To conduct, carry on, sponsor -and promote studies researches and 
investigations with respect to the existence, the causes' and the methods 
of prevention and removal of conditions adverse to the full growth and 
development ()f the bodies and minds of the children of New York 
City; 

• To collect, classify,. interpret and eyaluate facts. principles and pro­
cedures relating to any of the foregoing; 

• To. publish or cause to be p?bli~hed books, pamphlets, magazines, 
articles,. papers or other publications related to, or connected with 
any of the foregoing; , 

• fO .a~d and assist and to wor~ in conjunction and in cooperation with 
mdlVlduals, groups, corporatIons, organizations, governments and gov­
ernmental agencies of all kinds lawfully engaged in fostering or at­
taining any of the foregoing purposes. 

• ~e members interpreted these purposes to mean that they had a respon­
SIbIlIty to address long-term goals as well as immediate crises and abuses 
in both the public and private sectors, to apply pressure where it would be 
most effective, t~expos: m~lpractice or inefficiency when necessary, and to 
su~p0:t approprla',te I~gIslatIOn, programs, and people. To accomplish these 
objectives, CCC assumed the role of spokesman, researcher coordinator 
and watchdog. In other words, Jrom its very beginning eee' defined itselj 
explicitly as an irdvocate Jor children, although the term had not yet 
appeared. 

CCC's initial financial support came from gifts from its first chairman, 
Adele Rosenwald Levy. her fa,.TtJily, and other private foundations. Private 

• The senior author of this study has served as a consultant to CCC for almost 
twenty-five years. 

'.Later, the charter wns revised to cover'the state, but New York City is the 
mam locus of activity. 
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philanthropy (foundation grants and membership contributions) has con­
tinued to be CCC's primary source of support, and significant sums are 
raised by members through theatre parties and art benefits. To date the 
committee has refused to accept public grants so that it may maintain its 
complete independence. (There have been a few minor deviations fram this 
practice in connection with research.) The current annual budget is over 
$400,000, including funds for special studies relating to child welfare and 
mothers of mentally ill children. 

Structure. The committee's work is done by sections, subcommittees, 
ad hoc committees, and task forces. There are now three major sections: 
Mental Health, Health, and Children's Rights. Child welfare also receives 
major attention and is assigned to a task force and several subcommittees. 
Other sections devoted to education, public affairs, day care, and child 
welfare services have been organized in the past. There is also a section 
that provides an Orientation Course to inform influential lay people and 
professionals about New York City's social welfare scene. In addition, 
there are several special task forces that deal with problems such as "weI· 
fare hotels," detention, probation, community social service reorganiza­
tion, children in psychiatric hospitals, school health, and ghetto medicine. 

The membership of each section is composed of a variety of professionals 
and lay people. The chairman of each section is a committee member who 
is a lay or professional specialist in the field. A professional staff member 
and a secretary are also assigned to each section. In some ways, the sections 
are relatively autonomous, functioning sometimes as a loosely federated 
group, but ultimately requiring board approval of major policy. They aU 
have their own styles and are strongly influenced by the interests, initiatives, 
and leadership. of the respective chairmen and staff. 

Th'J organization has developed under a leadership triad consisting of a 
board and board chairman, a president, and an executive director, who 
develops policy and programs and helps to implement them. Since the 
committee as a whole has always consisted of an outstanding group of 
influential and leading citizens from diverse fields and disciplines, the 
board has encompassed extraordinarily knowledgeable, politically sophis­
ticated, and effective people. The committee's influence has been far 
greater than its numbers would imply. 'Current membership on the board 
includes physicians, lawyers, political leaders, urban experts, educators, 
social workers, representatives of community groups, and other citizens 
who have been active in the children's field for many years. As a group, 
they possess a great deal of clout in both the public and private sectors. 
In recent years, because of the changing political picture in New York 
City and the emergence of new ethnic, racial, and community-based polio 
tical constituencies, their relative influence clearly has diminished some­
what. Even today, the organization continues' to possess a high level of 
credibility among a wide variety of groups, ranging from grass-roots or· 
ganizations and other local civic reform organizations to political leaders 
and city, state, and federal governmental bodies. Throughout its history 
CCC has helped to create and lead or supported coalitions and coordi· 
nating groups that have been influential in connection with specific prob. 
lems Oi" issues. 

Traditionally the board's chairman is a professional, and the president is 
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a lay citizen who relates to the committee members and staff on a day-ta-day 
basis in collaboration with the executive director. In general the com­
mittee's initiative and leadership vary, depending on the style' ~d abilities 
of the individuals filling these positions. But these roles tend to be com­
plementary. The degree to which the president is able to fulfill a complex 
role has marked influence on th.e functioning of the entire committee. Staff 
members, the committee has found, are effective only when they display 
considerable initiative and autonomy. Weekly staff meetings are held for 
coordination purposes, and the executive director attends many section and 
task force meetings. 

Activities. CCC's primary concern has been with class advocacy for 
children. It has intervened effectively at the local service system level as 
well as at city, state, and federal governmental levels, with executives (e.g., 
mayors and governors), in administrative agencies, and in the activities of 
the legislature. The committee's initial focus was to identify gaps within 
and between public and private services for children and to delineate areas 
that would cut across the work of all sections, yet provide a concrete focus 
for the committee. The major work of the committee, then as now, was to do 
"investigatory" fact finding and research; publish reports and bulletins' 
establish guidelines; make recommendations about policies and program'­
ming; and ensure implementation of these recommendations by personal 
persuasion, publicity, or (until 1969) lobbying. 

The heyday of CCC's pioneering and public leadership was the decade of 
the 1950s and the first half of the 1960s, although CCC remains a highly in­
fluential organization. Its early studies reflected ideas and beliefs that 
later changed. For example, the committee worked for many years on the 
assumption that increased money for service, mOre and hetter-paid pro­
fessional staff (who understood child development), and improved physical 
resources (training schools and institutions) would inevitably lead to im­
proved services for children. Among the early projects were studies and 
reports on day care, well hahies in hospitals, truancy, delinquency, and 
children's institutions. These and other studies were often influential. As 
CCC assessed its impact or failures, it modified its methods. Administration, 
budgets, pereonnel, and management received more attention, for example. 
Also, CCC rapidly assumed the role of a "community presence" by moni­
toring the services and policies of child.serving agencies and eventually by 
striving to ensure the accountability of such services to the families served. 

Given its membership and scope, CCC also has national influence, too, 
through its publications and participation in conferences as well as its 
meetings with federal officials. At the federal level in the 1950s CCC did 
much to influence the development of the planning and coordi~ating ma­
chinery in the delinquency field. It helped shape thinking about the use of 
delinquency prediction research. Similarly, during the mid-1960s in the 
income maintenance field, CCC organized and promoted a national ~oalition 
to develop children's allowances as a national program. It housed the or­
ganization, prepared its literature, funded and conducted a conference, 
issued scholarly material, and produced information that was used in the 
investigations by the Heinemann Commission and, later, by Senator Mc­
Govern. 
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One major approach developed as an outgrowth of CCC'a early recog­
nition that the city's Budget Bureau played an important role in deter­
mining social policy. Thus all sections watched hudget' developments 
and used budget issues as a focus for action. Staff members in each sec· 
tion analyzed the city's budget proposals each year with reference to im· 
plications for the departments with 'Which they were concerned. A con­
solidated hudget analysis was published annually, and dozens of civic 
groups attended the hriefings.s Subsequently these civic groups used the 
materials for public testimony at hearings and for action. as did CCC itself. 
In later years, less stress was placed on budget work and analysis because 
of the decreasing importance of local decisions and the growing role of 
categorical federal funds. For a while, it was felt that local pressure was 
not effective; budgets often revealed little information and therefore it 
was thought that energy should be spent on monitoring actual expenditures. 
Moreover, city-state fiscal crises rendered published budgets virtually 
meaningless until agreements were reached, often too late for public re­
action. For a few years, large numbers of people attended budget hearings, 
and rhetoric replaced analysis in IDlY case. Currently the committee ill 
considering whether it should revert to the annual hudget analysis, which 
is a valuable action tool and a means of providing valuable technical eup­
port to local community groups . 
. The committee has always monitored appointments to major public posts 
that affect children (e.g., judgeR, school superintendents, and the like). 
H()lwever. to maintain its d.isintex'ested stance, it adopted the principle of 
nev,ei' backing specific individual$. When requested to do so, the committee 
provides a roster of tlames from which a qualified person can be picked. 
Thus it has always felt free to oppose obviously incompetent appointees. 

Ma.llY of the CCC's actions 'have not been publicly visible. Howe;er, its 
inform,ation. advice, materials, and guidance have always been. proVlded to 
many public officials and to the media. for documentaries on SoCl~. problems. 
. social issues, magazine articles, and radio programs. In addItIon, many 
committee members and st'lff have participated in ,panels, news interviews, 
and press briefings. . . . • 

In add:t.ion to CCC's overall advocacy role; another facet of the organIza­
tion warrants mention-the weekly Orientation Course. Initiated in 1962 
and given at least twica a year since then, the course is designed to expose 
leading citizl,ns to the problems, needs, and existing resources of, New 
York's agencies, organizations, institutions, and departments ~at dIrect~y 
or indirectly affect children. Fifteen -weeks of all-day field t~IPS and dIS­
cussions are required of partidpants. Graduates have heen actIVe liS volun­
teers, board me'robers, and staff of various organizations, social agencies, 
media outlets and foundations. By viaiting various child-caring agencies, 
program participants also help to implement CCC's monitoring function. In 
addition, because of their experiences in the program, they are often able to 
help the committee in fund raising and publicity, too. 

Assessment. The committee has undergone few major changes .over the 
years, but the shifts that have occurred reflect the passage of time and 

• Important, although less extensive work has also been done on state ~udgets. 
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80me effort to adapt to the changing character of New York City's popula­
Ilion and problems. CCC has continued to address many programs for uall 
the children," but notes that poverty and racism ,ne the city's and state's 
major priorities. CCC gave early support to the concept of school decen­
tralization and decentralization af services generally. In the health field it 
has concentrated on the needs of poor and medically indigent children. It 
bas monitored public assistance programs Ilnd helped recipients understand 
and protect their rightll. (It publishes widely used manuals in English and 
Spanish.) At the same time it has continued its long-term interest in 
mentally ill, retarded, delinq\lent, and other handicapped children. But it 
has increasingly stressed the connections among components and has pur­
sued the implications of these connections. In fact, although its original 
focus was individual agencies and departments, CCC soon recognized that 
an interrelated network of services and policies had to be developed if 
children's needs were to be met. Thus its approach has shifted to the need 
for a community-wide network of services that is accountable to those being 
served and a comprehensive social policy on behalf of children on all gov­
ernmental levels. The service system, in turn, requires attention to manage­
ment capacity, personnel, structures, budgets, and mission. 

In 1968, the committee established the Ad Hoc Committee on Goals and 
Priorities to review the structure and function of the organization and de­
termine its future direction. Recognizing the major changes that had oc­
curred in New York City and the nation since CCC was founded, the Ad 
Hoc Committee report acknowledged CCC's primary assets of prestige, 
expertise, and political influence and recommended that the organization 
remain free from the provision of direct service so that its recommend9.tions 
would not reflect vested interests. It reaffirmed CCC's major focus on im­
proving the lives of children through investigation, research, and publitJity, 
as well as through uontinued m.I)TJitoring of existing services and institutions. 
It proposed that CCC emphasize the problems of racism and poverty; 
broaden its membership to include more minority people and people living 
and working in ghetto communities: continue as a smaH, lay /prQfeasional 
group that stressed active membership; work with neighborhood groups in 
an effort to develop new coalitions; attempt to expand consumer inputs to 
planning and policy development for services; and focus on doing even 
more work with high-level staff in both state and federal governments while 
continuing to address City HalJ. Its last recommendation concerned struc­
tural reorganization, reflecting the fact that some sectionl3 had become rigid 
over the years and more diffuse in their focus. It suggested that ad hoc, 
short-lived task forces should be used more frequently. 

CCC has moved into an era in which there are many groups competing 
f.or influence. From the early 19506 through the early 1960s, CCC was 
probably the most influential group cl.)ncerned wittl the situation of children 
in New York. The mayor turned to it, as did the governor, to ask what 
citizens and experts knew and wanted in the children's field. Now, be­
cause city.wide groups are somewhat more suspect and there are many 
interest groups competing in the field, political leaders also tum to other 
orp:anizations. However, CCC has a good record of consultation and tech­
nical assistance to many neighborhood groups and is one of the few city-

1 
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wide groups with considerable credibility in minority communities. Its pub­
licity and data regarding pregnant women's eligibility for Medicaid had 
considerable impact, and its recent materials about such issues as school 
lunch and food stamp programs are frequently used by local groups. How­
ever, these same groups sometimes see CCC as an "est.ablishment organiza­
tion" that is made up of affiuent do.gooders who neIther reflect nor are 
responsive to community needs. 

CCC's efforts to change the composition of its membership has led to 
active and aggressive recruitment of blacks and Puerto Ricans, but the 
organization's image has changed only in part, reflecting the widespread 
transitions and flux in the urban scene everywhere. The committee's ex­
ecutive director of the past twenty·five years has been remarkably effective 
and has had an extraordinarily strong influence on the organization's 
policies and programs. However, she recently resigned, and it seems safe 
to predict that new patterns of activity will evolve as a changing member­
ship and new leadership meet a changing city. 
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B. Child Advocacy Programs 

ALABAMA 
Preparation for Parenthood and Early Childhood Development Pro­

gram, Macon County Board of Education, Tuskegee 

ALASKA. 
Community Coordinated Child Care, Inc., Juneau 

ARKANSAS 
South End Family Service Agency, Little Rock 

CAUFORNLi 
Alameda County Mental Health Association - Tri·City Child Advocacy 

Project; Oakland 
California Children's Lobhy, Sacramento 
Children's Defense Fund, Monterey 
Citywide Youth Council of San Francisco, Commission on Human 

Rights, San Francisco 
Community Family Day Care Project, Pasadena. 
Family Development Center, Family Service Agency of San Francisco 
Forum for Youth Services, San Mateo County Department of Health 

and Welfare, San Mateo 
Institute for Child Advocacy, Central City Community Mental Health 

Center, Los Angeles 
Kings County Youth Community Project, Hanford 
Operation Early Success, Redwood City 
Social Advocates for Youth, San FranciscQ 
Youth Involvement Program, Children's Hospital; ILos Angeles 

COLORADO 
Child Advocacy Coalition, Denver 
Child Advocacy Group, Division of Psychiatry, Denver General Hospital, 

Denver 
Children's Laws Section, League of Women Voters of Colorado, Bou1der 
The Connection I Youth Coalition, Denver 
H;O.M.E. Parent and Child Centers, Inc., La J?nta 

CONNECTICUT 
Connecticut Child Advocacy Center, Connecticut Child Welfare Associa-

tion, Hartford 
Family AdvocMY Program, Catholic Family Services, Hartford 
Family Service of New Haven, Inc.! New Haven 
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FLORIDA 
Parent and Child Center/Child Advocacy Project, Jackson'Ville 

GEORGIA 
American Friends Service Committee, Southern Regional Office, Atlanta 
Athens·Clarke County Coordinated Child Care Program Athens 
Black Child Development Institute, Southern Project, Atlanta 
Child Service and Family Counseling Center, Atlanta 
Male.s in Day Care/Project Success Environment, Emory University, 

Atlanta 

HAWAU 
Research Demonstration ... Children's Center, University of Hawaii, 

Honolulu 

ILLINOIS 
Illinois Commission on Children, Springfield 
nlinois Council of Youth, Springfield 

INDIANA 
Youth Advocacy Program of St. Joseph County, South Bend 

KENTUCKY 
Child Advocacy Component, Parent and Child Center Leitchfield 
Community Resources Development Unit, Kentucky'Department of 

Child Welfare, Frankfort 
Kentucky Juvenile Defender Program, Kentucky Youth Research Cen­

ter, Frankfort 
Kentucky Commission on Children and Youth, Frankfort 
Southeast Caucus for Child Advocacy, Newport 

MARnAND 
Martin Luther King, Jr" F'arent and Child Advocacy Center Baltimore 
Working Together for ChUdren - A Neighborhood Advoc;cy System 

Prince George's County I)ubIic Schools, Upper Marlboro ' 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Action for Children's Television, Newton 
Child Care Advocate, Department of Mental Health, nivision of Chil-

dren's Services, Boston 
Coalition for Children, Newton 
Massachusetts Committee on Children and Youth, Boston 
Parent and Child Center-Child Advocacy Project, Dorchester 

MINNESOTA 
Children's Health Center, Inc., MinneaJ,lolis 
Family and Children's Service, Minneapolis 
Minnesota Youth Advocacy Corps, Minnesota State Department of 

Education, St. Paul 
Planning Office, Minnesota Department of Public Welfare, St. Paul 

MISSISSIPPI 
Tougaloo Community Day Care Center, Tougaloo 

MISSOUR! 
National Juvenile Law Center, St. Louis University School of Law, 

St. Louis 
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NEBRASKA 
Citizen Advocacy Program, Capitol Association for Retarded Children, 

Lincoln 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Child and Family Services of New HamJ,lshire, Manchester 

NEW JERSEY 
Citizen Advocacy Program, Trenton 
Youth Services Agency, Newark 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque Child Advocacy Demonstration, Unified Child Care As­

sociation, Albuquerque 

NEW YORK 
The Center on Human Policy, Syracuse University, Syracuse 
Children·In·Crisis Project, Children's Aid Society, Buffalo 
Citizens' Committee for Children of New York, New York City 
F~mily Development Research Program, The Children's Center, Syracuse 
Family Service Association of Nassau County, Inc., Mineola 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Health Center, Community Health Advocacy 

Department, Montefiore Hospital, New York City 
New York State Association for Retarded CbBdren, Inc., New York City 
Office of Children's Services, Judicial Conference, New York City 
Parent Education in the Pediatric Clinic, Mt. Sinai Hospital School of 

Medicine, New York City 
United Bronx Parents, Inc., New York City 
WiItwyr.k School for Boys, Inc.! Comprehensive Neighborhood Program, 

New York City 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Child Advocacy System Project, Morganton (Learning Institute of 

North Carolina, Durham) 
Child Development Program, Winston-Salem 
Focus on Optimal Development, Durham City Schools, Durham 
Governor's Commission on Child Advocacy, Raleigh. 
Child Advocacy Center, North Carolina Department of Mental Health, 

Durham 
North Carolina Conference for Social Services, Raleigh 
Western Carolina Center, Morganton 

omo C' • h' R' h dR' Center for the Study of Student Itlzens IP, 19 ts an espODlU-
bilities, Dayton 

Demonstration Project in School Health and Nutrition, Dayton Board of 
Education, Dayton 

Hough Parent and Child Center/Advocacy Component, Cleveland 

OREGON 
Child Welfare Association of Oregon, Portland 
Portland Youth Advocates Runaway Program, Portland 

PENNSYLVANIA C' Ph'} d 1 hi Child Advocacy in a Diverse Urban ommunlty, I a epa 
Philadelphia Urban League Child Advocacy Project, Philadelphia 

~~ ------" ---~------
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
Health and Nutrition Program, Beaufort County Schools, Beaufort 
Youth Service Agency, Rock Hill 

TENNESSEE 
Citizens Advocacy Project, Tennessee Association for Retarded Children 

and Adults, Nashville 
East Nashville·Caldwell Child Advocacy Project, Nashville 
Family and Children's Service, Nashville 
West NashviIIe Youth Service, Nashville 

TEXAS ' 
Child Advocacy Committee, Texas Association for Mental Health, Austin 
Coordinated Child Care Council of Bex:ar County, Inc., San Antonio 
Demonstration Project in School Health and Nutrition Services, Gal· 

veston Independent School' District, Galveston 
Hidalgo County Community Coordinated Child Care, Inc., Edinburg 
Mexican·American Neighborhood Civic Organization Child Advocacy 

Project, San Antonio 
South Austin Child Advocacy Project, Texas Association for Mental 

Health, Austin 

,imGINIA 
Demonstration Project in Health and Nutrition, School Board of the 

City of Norfolk 

WASHINGTON 
Holly Park Child Advocacy Demonstration Project, Seattle 
Youth Advocates, Seattle 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Parent and Child Center Program, Southwestern Community Action 

Council, Inc., Huntington 

WISCONSIN 
Child-Adolescent Services Program, Wisconsin Association for Mental 

Health, Madison 
Dane County Mental Uealth Association, Madison 
Freedom House, Madlsoll 
Governor's Committee on Children and Youth, Madison 
Innovative Youth Services of Racine, Inc., Racine 
Parent ACT (Advoca.tes for Children Today), Milwaukee Mental Health 

Association, Milwaukee 
Pathfinders, Milwaukee 
Rock County Learning Disability Association, J anesviIle 
Young WoiId Development, Madison 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
American Parents' Committee, Inc., Washington, D.C. 
Children's Lobby, New York City 
Children's Foundation, Washington, D.C. 
Child Welfare League of America, New York City 
Crusade Against Hunger, National Council of Churches, New York City 
Day Care and Child Development Council of America, Washington, 

D.C. 

CHILD ADVOCACY PROGRAMS 

National Committee fdr Children and Youth, Washington, D.C. 
National We~fare Rights Organization, Washington, D.C. 
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Robert F. Kennedy FeIIows Program for the Rights of Children, Wash· 
ington, D.C. 

Youth Organizations United, Washington, D.C. 
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Mimeographed. 
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for Mental Health,. September 1971. Mimeographed draft. 

Children Today (entire issue), Vol. I, No.2 CMarch .. ·April1972). 
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Lurie. Ellen. How to Change the Schools. New York: Vintage Books, 1970. 
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A National Program for Comprehensive Child 1F' el/are Services. New York: 
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