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HIGHLIGHTS

This report presents data on drug abuse deaths that were reported by medical
examiners (MEs) participating in the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN); these
deaths will be referred to as cases. Drug abuse deaths may be either drug-
induced or drug-related. A drug-induced death is any death involving a drug
“overdose.” In these cases, the medical examiner usually finds or strongly
suspects a toxic level. In a drug-related death, the medical examiner concludes
that drug usage contributed to the death, but was not its sole cause. The
highlights illustrate the types of findings presented in the delailed tables.

CHAPTER 1: Introduction

= During 1993, 145 MEs in 43 metropolitan areas reported 8,541 drug abuse deaths. Autopsies
performed by DAWN MEs account for about 60 percent of all autopsies performed in the United
States.

CHAPTER 2: Summary of 1993 Drug Abuse Deaths and Drug Mentions Reported
by DAWN Medical Examiners

» Seventy-five percent of the cases were male and 24 percent were female.
« Fifty-six percent of the cases were white, 30 percent were black, and 12 percent were Hispanic.
» Seventy-six percent of the cases involved more than one drug.

= Sixty-nine percent of the cases were drug-induced (overdoses), while 30 percent were drug-
related (contributory factor).

= The manner of death was accidental or unexpected for 58 percent of cases and suicide for 20
percent. For 22 percent, the manner of death was other/unknown. Twenty-eight percent of the
female cases were suicides compared with 18 percent of the male cases.

* The three most frequently reported drugs in DAWN ME cases were cocaine (mentioned in 46
percent of cases), heroin/morphine (mentioned in 45 percent of cases), and alcohol-in-
combination (mentioned in 40 percent of cases). Since multiple drugs can be mentioned for
each death, percentages can sum to more than 100. Because alcohol is reportable to DAWN
only when used concomitantly with another drug, it is referred to as “alcohol-in-combination.”.

» Cocaine was mentioned in 49 percent of male cases and 37 percent of female cases.

* Seventy percent of cases in blacks involved cocaine compared with 51 percent in Hispanics and
33 percent in whites.

= In cases where the manner of death was accidental or unexpected, heroin/morphine was the
most frequently mentioned drug (reported in 57 percent of cases), followed by cocaine (54
percent), and alcohol-in-combination (43 percent).

» Cocaine was mentioned in 53 percent of the cases among persons 26 to 34 years old and in 49
percent of cases among persons 35 to 44 years old.
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* Alcohol was reported in combination with heroin/morphine in 1,779 cases. Heroin/morphine and
cocaine were reported together in 1,739 cases, alcohol-in-combination and cocaine in 1,579
cases, and heroin/morphine and codeine in 820 cases.

CHAPTER 3: Drug Abuse Deaths and Drug Mentions in 1993 According to

Metropolitan Area

Comparisons of DAWN drug abuse deaths across metropolitan areas shouid be made with caution,
since ME cases vary by area and reporting practices are not consistent.

» The metropolitan areas with the greatest numbers of deaths reported to DAWN were New York
(1,468), Los Angeles (1,083), Philadelphia (759), Chicago (570), and Dallas (405).

* Cocaine was mentioned most frequently in Atlanta, Birmingham, Detroit, Las Vegas, Miami, New
Orieans, New York, Newark, Philadelphia, and San Antonio.

= Heroin/morphine was the top-ranking drug in Baltimore, Boise, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles,
Norfolk, Portland, Providence, San Diego, San Francisco, and Seattle; it was tied for first in
Nashua, NH.

» Alcohai-in-combination was mentioned in 40 percent of ME cases and was the third-ranked drug.
It ranked first in Anchorage, Buffalo, Cleveland, Dallas, Denver, Indianapoliis, Kansas City,
Louisville, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Oklahoma City, Omaha, Phoenix, St. Louis, Salt Lake City,
Washington, and Wilmington; it was tied for first in Nashua, NH.

CHAPTER 4:  Trends in Numbers of Drug Abuse Deaths and Drug Mentions 1990-

1993

Chapter 4 reports changes between 1992 andf 1993 for the 74 MEs from 26 metropolitan areas
that reported every year between 1990 and 1993. These 74 MEs will be referred to as the
consistent panel. Comparisons of DAWN drug abuse deaths across metroploitan areas should be
made with caution, since ME cases vary by area and reporting practices are not consistent.

« The number of cases reported by the consistent panel increased 11 percent between 1992 and
1993. Male and female cases increased 12 percent and 8 percent, respectively.

° Cases involving blacks, whites, and Hispanics rose 16 percent, 8 percent, and 7 percent,
respectively.

¢ Cases involving heroin/morphine increased 27 percent and mentions of cocaine increased 10
percent. Other increases included amphetamine (73 percent), methamphetamine/speed (61
percent), PCP/PCP combinations /38 percent), marijuana/hasish (34 percent), and inhalants/
solvents/aerosols (25 percent).

* The largest proportional increases in cases by metropolitan area were observed in Indianapolis
(164 percent), Dallas (86 percent), Chicago (45 percent), Baltimore (38 percent), and Kansas
City (30 percent).

* The greatest increases in cases involving cocaine were reported in Oklahoma City (72 percent)
and Dallas (70 percent). Decreases in cocaine mentions were seen in Buffalo (64 percent), and
San Antonio (31 percent).

¢ The largest increases in cases involving heroine/morphine occurred in Dallas (162 percent),
Atlanta (162 percent), Chicago (75 percent), Cleveland, (68 percent), Baltimore (67 percent), and
Seattle (50 percent). Decreases were largest in Buffalo (55 percent), St. Louis (17 percent), and
San Diego (16 percent).
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

This report presents information on drug abuse deaths that occurred in 1993 and
were reported by medical examiner (ME) facilities in 43 metropolitan areas. The
data are not representative of all such deaths that occurred in the U.S.

Emergency room data from the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) are not
included in this report but are presented in a separate document entitled Annual
Emergency Room Data 1993 (Number 13-A in SAMHSA Statistical Series ).

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES

Quantity is zero -
Less than 0.05 percent *

Fewer than 10 cases in
percent distribution
or in denominator for
percentage change

Not applicable or not
available N/A




1. INTRODUCTION

This report presents information on drug abuse-related medical exam'ner (ME) cases collected
through the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) for the calendar year 1993. The Office of Applied
Studies (OAS) in the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) is
responsible for the operation of DAWN data collection and for publication of reports arising from DAWN
data.

Recent efforts to recruit new ME facilities as reporters to DAWN have resulted in the addition of 5
metropolitan areas (Casper, Fargo, Jackson, Milwaukee, and Providence) to the data presented in the
1993 annual report. The data in Chapters 2 and 3 of this report come from 145 medical examiner
jurisdictions located in 43 metropolitan areas. In later reporis, new ME jurisdictions (e.g., Greenvilie, SC)
will be included as recent recruits have more complete reporting histories. The data presented in this
report reflect only those facilities that participated in DAWN during all or most (at least 10 months) of
1993 and do not represent the nation as a whole or, necessarily, the total of ME drug abuse cases in the
respective metropolitan areas.

This report incorporates, as Chapter 4, trend tables covering the years 1990 through 1993. The
trends presented in Chapter 4 are based on a subset of ME facilities reporting to DAWN. Because the
number of participating DAWN ME facilities in any one metropolitan area may vary from year to year, it is
necessary to use a consistent panel of facilities with similar reporting histories for the period of time in
guestion. The trend data presented in Chapter 4 come from a pane! of facilities who reported data to
DAWN in at least 10 months of each of the 4 years examined.

This report continues the use of special tabulation methods for ME data introduced with the Annual
Data 1988 report. These procedures include the (1) exclusion of cases in which AIDS was reported, (2)
exclusion of deaths in which the only drug mentioned was “drug unknown,” and (3) expansion of the
heroin/morphine category to include opiates not specified as to type. Refer to the aforementioned 1988
report for an explanation of the rationale and effect of these procedures. As with all reports of DAWN ME
data, deaths by homicide are excluded.

The remainder of this chapter presents a discussion of the background and methodology of DAWN,
the limitations of the data, and the report format and data tabulation methods. Chapter 2 presents a
summary of the information collected from the participating MEs at the total DAWN system level.
Chapter 3 presents data according tc metropolitan area. As mentioned previously, Chapter 4 provides
trend data for 1990 through 1993. This report also includes appendices that contain technical and
supplementary data (Appendix 1), the DAWN ME data collection form (Appendix H), and a Glossary of
Terms used in connection with the DAWN data (Appendix lil).

BACKGROUND AND METHODOLOGY

DAWN is a large-scale, ongoing drug abuse data collection system sponsored by SAMHSA. The
major objectives of the system are:

* To identify substances associated with drug abuse episodes that are reported by DAWN-
affiliated facilities;

»  To monitor drug abuse patterns and trends and to detect new abuse entities and new drug
combinations;

» To assess health hazards associated with drug ahuse; and




* To provide data for national, State, and local drug abuse policy and program planning.

For the purpose of reporting to the DAWN system, drug abuse is defined as the nonmedical use of
a substance for psychic effect, dependence, or suicide attempt/gesture. Nonmedical use includes:

*» The use of prescription drugs in a manner inconsistent with accepted medical practice;
* The use of over-the-counter (O.T.C.) drugs contrary to approved labeling; or

« The use of any other substance (heroin, marijuana, peyote, glue, aerosols, etc.) for psychic
effect, dependence, or suicide.

An episode report is submitted for each drug abuse death encountered by a DAWN ME and each
drug abuse patient who visits a DAWN emergency room. Each report of a drug abuse ME case includes
demographic information about the deceased and information about the circumstances of the death.

Drug abuse deaths usually involve drug overdoses, but they also include deaths in which drug usage was
a contributory factor. Up to six different substances can be specified for each ME case.

Readers should note that alcohol is reported to DAWN only when used in combination with another
drug. Thus, the data on alcohol-in-combination tabulated in this report do not provide an indication of ME
cases involving alcohol as the sole substance of abuse, nor are such data available from other sources.
Cases involving children under 6 years of age are not reported to DAWN.

In 1993, DAWN data were collected from ME facilities in 43 metropolitan areas located throughout
the coterminous United States. As noted previously, one acditional ME facility was recruited into DAWN
during 1993 in an area outside of the 43 metropglitan areas presented here. Data from this area will be
shown in the annual report for 1994. Tabie 1.1 provides information on the reporting base in the 43
metropolitan areas that are shown in this report. The table shows the number of ME jurisdictions in the
respective metropolitan areas, the number of MEs participating in DAWN, the total number of deaths
from all causes handled by MEs, the total number of deaths related to drug abuse, the rate of drug abuse
deaths per 1,000 total cases handled, the total number of drug mentions reported in connection with
these deaths, and the average number of drug mentions per case. Table I-2 in Appendix | lists the ME
jurisdictions that participated in DAWN during 1993 and are included in Chapters 2 and 3 of this report.
Table 1-3 in Appendix | lists the ME jurisdictions included in the consistent pan=l that provided data for
Chapter 4.

Within each facility participating in the DAWN system, a designated reporter was responsible for
identifying deaths related to drug abuse and recording and submitting data on each case. On a weekly
basis, the total number of deaths handled by MEs and the number of cases related to drug abuse were
entered into a reporting log. The relevant details of each drug abuse death were transferred from the
official facility records ontoc DAWN data collection forms {(Appendix [1).

A number of quality control procedures are used to ensure that DAWN data are as accurate and
methodologically consistent as possible These procedures include (1) training of personne! responsible
for collecting the data within participating facilities; (2) provisicn of printed manuals and other materials
specifying data collection methods, definitions, and requirements; (3) monitoring of reporting practices
and problem resolution by a staff of traveling field liaison representatives assigned to five regions of the
country; (4) in-house manual editing of data collection forms with followup to resolve problems;

(5) computer editing of data to identify problems; and (6) reabstracting studies at participating facilities to
monitor the accuracy and completeness of reporting on a periodic basis and, as needed, on a special
study basis to review unusual trends.

In some instances, information about deaths related to drug abuse was reported some time after
the death occurred. Reporting delays are common for MEs, who may need to wait until laboratory tests
or autopsy reports are completed to ascertain or confirm that a death is drug related. ME data are




approximately 80 percent complete after 6 months and fully complete after 12 months. This report was
prepared with data that were submitted by the end of June 1994 to accommodate late reporting.

DATA LIMITATIONS

This report includes only those drug abuse occurrences that have resulted in a death and,
subsequently, have been identified as drug abuse related by a facility reporting to DAWN. It should be
noted that although standard instruction manuals and training are provided to each DAWN reporter, the
specific methods and procedures used to identify drug abuse-related deaths and the drugs involved may
vary from facility to facility. Some MEs may include cases involving circumstantial evidence. Other MEs
may report only drug abuse deaths confirmed through toxicologic analyses.

The ME tables exclude data on deaths involving AIDS and deaths in which the only drug
mentioned was “drug unknown.” In addition, mentions of opiates not specified as to type are inciuded in
the category of “heroin/morphine” in the ME data. Also, it should be noted that ME data for homicide-
related drug abuse deaths are not included in this report.

As mentioned earlier, a drug-related death may have multiple drug mentions. Therefore, not every
reported substance is, by itself, necessarily a cause of death. On the other hand, substances that
contributed ‘o a drug abuse death may occasionally go unreported or undetected.

Multiple drug mentions per death also have ramifications for coding drug-related variables. For
example, since a manner of death (e.g., accidental/unexpected or suicide) is reported for each case, the
manner of death is assigned to each separate drug mentioned in the case; thus, some caution must be
exercised when relating drug mention patterns to specific motives.

REPORT FORMAT AND DATA TABULATION

The current report presents data for the following variables: decedent sex, race/ethnicity, and age;
drug concomitance; manner of death; cause of death; and route of drug administration. Total DAWN
system summaries for these data items are presented in Chapter 2. Chapter 3 focuses on the mentions
of the most frequently reported drugs in each of the DAWN metropolitan areas according to sex, age, and
race/ethnicity. Trend data for 1990 through 1993 are presented in Chapter 4. The data tabulated in this
report reflect all DAWN drug abuse deaths submitted to SAMHSA through the June 1994 report month,
except for the previously noted exclusions of AIDS cases, homicides, and drug-unknown-only cases.
Appendix | presents information on the numbers of months reported by ME facilities, the ME jurisdictions
that participated in DAWN during 1993, and the ME jurisdictions selected for the 1990-1993 panel of
consistently reporting facilities. The DAWN ME data collection instrument is shown in Appendix II.

Missing data (unreported or unknown) existed fior most of the variables. This does not represent a
lack of responsiveness or training, or an unwillingness on the part of the facility personnel to report fully.
Because DAWN is basically a file review system, if an item does not appear on the official facility record,
it cannot be reported on the DAWN form. The amount of missing data is shown in the percent
distributions provided in Chapters 2 and 4.

Data on drug mentions are organized into selected “drug groups” that may represertit either the
general groupings of “therapeutic classes” or the more discrete “drug categories.” The 9 selected
therapeutic classes and 50 selected drug categories reflect the most frequently mentioned drugs.
Because alcohol is reportable to DAWN only when used concomitantly with another drug, it is listed in the
tables as “alcohol-in-combination.”

The reader shouid note that when drug mentions are expressed as percentages within a
distribution across drug groups, these percentages are based on the total number of drug abuse
episodes. As several drug mentions may be reported for a single episode, the percentages for the




respective drugs will sum to more than 100 percent. Dividing these totals by 100 yields the average
number of mentions per ME case for the corresponding distributions.

Listings of drugs ranked according to the frequency of mentions and alphabetically ordered are
presented in tables 2.06a and b. Some of the drug categories in these tables are more detailed than the
drug groups and therapeutic classes presented in other tables. In using these tables, the reader should
pay particular attention to the footnotes.

The same detailed drug categories are used in the drug combination tables at the end of Chapter
2. Table 2.18 provides frequency data on pairwise combinations of the 15 most commonly mentioned
drugs in ME cases. In table 2.19, pairs of drugs are ranked according to frequency; this table includes all
grouped drugs regardiess of whether either substance in a pair is a top-ranked drug. Within pairs, drugs
are listed alphabetically. In using these tables, it is important to note that pairs of drugs have frequently
been selected from sets of three or more drugs mentioned in a particular drug abuse death. Drug abuse
deaths involving three drugs contribute three drug pairs to these tables, and those involving four drugs
contribute six pairs.

The metropolitan area tables in Chapter 3 and trend tables in Chapter 4 present data on ME
mentions of 12 selected, frequently reported drug categories in the total DAWN system.




Table 1.1 - Medical examiners reporting information by metropolitan area: 1993
Total ME |MEs partici-] Total cases | Number of Number of Number of |jAverage drug
Metropolitan area jurisdic- pating in |} reported by | drug abuse | drug cases drug mentions per
tions pawN 1 DAWN MEs cases per 1,000 mentions case
total cases

Anchorage, AK 1 1 525 i 21.0 18 1.64
Atlanta, GA 18 8 4,636 181 39.0 377 2.08
Baltimore, MD 7 7 4,946 407 82.3 1,267 3.1
Birmingham, AL 4 1 759 62 81.7 152 2.45
Boise, ID 1 1 698 9 12.9 19 2.1
Boston, MA 5 5 2,704 346 128.0 827 2.39
Buffalo, NY 2 5 1,904 10 5.3 a2z 3.20
Casper, WY 1 1 104 0 0 0 0
Chicago, IL 6 5 11,145 570 51.1 1,331 2.34
Cleveland, OH 4 1 3,051 95 31.1 207 2.18
Dallas, TX 6 (<] 4,532 405 89.4 1,045 2.58
Denver, CO 6 3 5,348 53 9.9 101 1.91
Detroit, MI 7 5 8,273 296 35.8 739 2.50
Fargo, ND/MN 2 1 266 3 11.3 4 1.33
Indianapolis, IN 8 2 1,209 29 24.0 73 2.52
Jackson, MS 3 1 346 2 5.8 6 3.00
Kansas City, KS/MO 7 2 1,825 35 19.2 76 2.17
Las Vegas, NV 1 1 4,093 80 19.5 185 2,31
Los Angeles, CA 1 1 12,829 1,083 87.8 2,691 2.48
Louisville, KY 5 1 3,671 58 15.8 185 3.19
Miami, FL 1 1 3,501 178 50.8 437 2.46
Milwaukee, WI 4 1 1,001 15 15.0 29 1.93
Minneapolis, MN/WI 1k 11 3,934 64 16.3 122 1.91
Nashua, NH 1 1 341 8 23.5 20 2.50
New Orleans, LA 5 5 5,080 70 13.8 144 2.06
New York, NY 8 8 22,280 1,468 65.9 3,011 2.05
Newark, NJ 5 5 5,537 187 33.8 405 2.17
Norfolk, VA 6 3 899 37 41.2 85 2.30
Oklahoma City, OK 5 1 4,104 139 33.9 359 2.58
Omaha, NE 3 3 2,713 35 12.9 84 2.40
Philadelphia, NJ/PA 8 8 11,735 759 64.7 1,963 2.59
Phoenix, AZ 1 1 3,090 242 78.3 555 2.29
Portland, OR 4 2 1,371 101 73.7 218 2.17
Providence, RI 5 2 507 51 100.6 138 2.71
Saint Louis, IL/MO 10 9 9,399 247 26.3 504 2.40
Salt Lake City, UT 2 2 759 63 83.0 148 2.35
San Antonio, TX 3 1 2,025 69 34.1 150 2.17
San Diego, CA 1 1 2,615 251 96.0 712 2.84
San Francisco, CA 5 3 4,064 340 83.7 770 2.26
Seattle, WA 2 2 2,826 152 53.8 355 2.34
Sioux Falls, SD 1 1 275 3 10.9 8 2.67
Washington, DC/MD/VA 14 14 4,226 259 61.3 598 2.31
Wilmington, DE 3 1 539 68 126.2 134 1.97
Total DAWN 203 145 165,185 8,541 51.7 20,375 2.39

1 Number reporting for at least 10 months in 1993.

NOTE:

reported and in which the only drug mentioned was “drug unknown.”

Counts of drug abuse-related ME cases and drug mentions in these cases exclude deaths in which AIDS was
The number of MEs generally reflects
the number of counties within the metropolitan areas that report drug abuse death data to DAWN.

This is

not a count of individual MEs/coroners since the same individual is often responsible for multiple

counties.

NOTE:
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Oftice of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).

Conversely, Niagara County, in the Buffalo area, has four MEs that report to DAWN. Appendix I
provides lists of ME jurisdictions covered in different chapters of this report.




2. SUMMARY OF 1993 DRUG ABUSE DEATHS AND DRUG MENTIONS
REPORTED BY DAWN MEDICAL EXAMINERS

This chapter presents data on drug abuse deaths that occurred in 1993 and drugs mentioned in
connection with these deaths, as reported by medical examiners (MEs) affiliated with the Drug Abuse
Warning Network (DAWN). The data are based on reports from 145 ME facilities located in 43
metropolitan areas. The following discussion describes the data presented in 19 detailed tables.

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

A total of 8,541 deaths involving drug abuse that occurred in 1993 was reported to DAWN.
Seventy-five percent of the decedents in these cases were known to be male and 24 percent were known
to be female (table 2.01). Decedents were known to be white in 56 percent of the cases, black in 30
percent, and Hispanic in 12 percent. Nine percent of the decedents were 18 to 25 years old, and 62
percent were 35 years of age or older. Only 1 percent of decedents were 6 to 17 years old.

Table 2.02 displays age distributions of drug abuse decedents according to race/ethnicity and sex.
Persons 6 to 34 years of age constituted 37 percent of white decedents, 33 percent of black decedents,
and 50 percent of Hispanic decedents. Overall, 38 percent of male decedents and 36 percent of female
decedents were 6 to 34 years of age. For black decedents 38 percent of females and 31 percent of
males were 6 to 34 years of age.

EPISODE CHARACTERISTICS

Tables 2.03 and 2.04 present distributions of drug abuse deaths by drug concomitance, cause of
death, and manner of death according to demographic group. Multiple drugs were reported in the
majority (76 percent) of ME drug abuse cases while 24 percent invelved the use of only one drug (table
2.03). Multiple drugs were mentioned in 79 percent of episodes involving white decedents, 78 percent of
those involving Hispanic decedents, and 70 percent of those in which the decedent was black. The use
of multiple drugs increased with age (table 2.04). Seventy-eight percent of decedents 26 to 54 years old
had used multiple drugs, compared with 72 percent of decedents 18 to 25 years old and 46 percent of
decedents 12 to 17 years of age. Decedents 55 years of age and older also were less likely than those
26 to 54 years old to have taken multiple drugs (67 and 78 percent, respectively).

The major variable describing the role of drugs in deaths reported to DAWN is concomitance/cause
of death. Drug-induced deaths (overdoses) accounted for 69 percent of ME cases in 1993, while drugs
played a contributing role in 30 percent of ME cases (table 2.03). Ten percent of the deaths were single-
drug cases in which the drug was clearly the cause of death. Fifty-nine percent of ME cases resulted
directly from drug use and involved two or more drugs. Drug-induced deaths were somewhat more
prominent among cases involving females than those involving males (72 versus 68 percent). Among
the 91 drug abuse deaths of individuals 12 to 17 years old, 46 percent involved an external physical
event with one or more drugs as a contributing factor (table 2.04). Among decedents 35 years of age or
older, the proportion of drug abuse deaths involving an external physical event ranged from 10 percent
for those aged 45 to 54 years to 18 percent for those 55 and older.

Fifty-eight percent of drug abuse deaths were accidental or unexpected, and 20 percent were
suicides. The manner of death was reported as other or unknown in the remaining 22 percent of the
cases (table 2.03). Readers should exercise caution when interpreting distributions involving a high
proportion of cases in which a variable was unknown because the distribution for the missing values is
not necessarily the same as the distribution for the nonmissing values. The proportion of cases reported
as suicide was 28 percent for female decedents and 18 percent for male decedents. Suicides accounted
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for 28 percent of drug abuse deaths involving white decedents, 12 percent of those involving Hispanic
decedents, and 9 percent of those involving black decedents.

Distributions of drug abuse decedents by demographic and case characteristics according to
manner of death are shown in table 2.05. The majority of accidental/unexpected deaths (80 percent) and
suicides (65 percent) were male. Whites were involved in more than three-fourths (77 percent) of suicide
deaths but only half (50 percent) of accidental/unexpected deaths. Decedents from 26 to 44 years of age
accounted for 72 percent of accidental/unexpected deaths and 53 percent of suicide deaths. The cause
of death in 40 percent of suicide cases and 14 percent of accidental/unexpected cases was an external
physical event with drug use playing a contributory role.

DRUG USE CHARACTERISTICS

Information on drugs mentioned in connection with 1993 ME cases reported to DAWN is shown in
tables 2.06 through 2.17. Tables 2.06 through 2.11 include both estimates of frequencies and
percentages. In these tables, the percentages are calculated using the total numbers of deaths as
denominators. As multiple drugs can be mentioned in connection with each death, these percentages
can sum to more than 100. Tables 2,12 through 2.17 show percentages calculated using the total
number of mentions of specific drug groups as denominators. Tables 2.18 and 2.19 show the numbers
of deaths in which specific pairwise combinations of drugs were mentioned together.

The drugs reported most frequently in ME cases in 1993 are shown in tables 2.08a through 2.06e.
Cocaine, the most frequently reported drug, was mentioned in 46 percent of drug abuse deaths.
Heroin/morphine, which ranked second, was reported in 45 percent of the cases. Alcohol-in-combination
ranked third and was mentioned in 40 percent of drug abuse deaths reported to DAWN. Codeine was
mentioned in 12 percent of the cases and ranked fourth (table 2.06a}. Table 2.06 b shows the drugs
mentioned most frequently in alphabetic order.

Cocaine was the most frequently reported drug for decedents aged 18 to 34 years (table 2.06¢). In
the youngest age group (6 to 17 years) marijuana/hashish was the most frequently mentioned drug, while
heroin/morphine was the most frequently mentioned drug in the oldest age group (35 years and older).
Among white and Hispanic decedents, heroin was mentioned more often than cocaine, while cocaine
was the most frequently reported drug among blacks (tabie 2.06d).

Cocaine was reported in connection with almost one-half (49 percent) of male deaths and 37
percent of female deaths and was the top ranking drug for both sexes. Alcohol-in-combination ranked
second and heroin/morphine ranked third among both male and female decedents (table 2.06e). Sex
differentials in drugs mentioned in ME cases are shown in table 2.07. Antidepressants were more likely
to be mentioned when the decedent was female (32 percent) then when the decedent was male (12
percent).

Table 2.08 presents information on drug mentions according to decedent race/ethnicity. Deaths of
blacks were more likely to involve cocaine than deaths of Hispanics or whites (70, 51, and 33 percent,
respectively). Heroin/morphine was reported in 41 percent of cases when the decedent was white, 45
percent when the decedent was black, and 61 percent when the decedent was Hispanic.

Age differentials in drug mentions are shown in table 2.09. Cocaine was involved in 83 and 49
percent of drug abuse deaths of persons 26 to 34 and 35 to 44 years of age, respectively. Those least
likely to suffer a cocaine-related death were 6 to 17 years of age (17 percent) and 55 years of age and
older (18 percent). Among decedents 35 to 44 years old, who accounted for the plurality of cases in the
table, cocaine was reported in 49 percent of cases, heroin/morphine in 53 percent, and alcohol-in-
combination in 43 percent.

Table 2.10 presents drug mention distributions according to cause of death. The drugs most
frequently reported in direct (drug induced) single-drug cases were heroin/morphine (mentioned in 35
percent), cocaine (28 percent), and drugs in the antidepressant class (9 percent in aggregate). In drug-




induced deaths involving multiple drugs, the profile of substances mentioned was more varied.
Heroin/morphine was reported in 61 percent of these cases, alcohol-in-combination in 49 percent,
cocaine in 47 percent, codeine in 17 percent, and diazepam, which was rarely reported alone in drug-
induced deaths, in 9 percent. These percentages sum to more than 100 because of the reporting of
multiple drugs in the deaths included in the calculations.

Distributions of drug mentions according to manner of death are presented in table 2.11. In cases
where the death was accidental or unexpected, heroin/morphine was the most frequently mentioned drug
(reported in 57 percent of cases). Cocaine ranked second (54 percent of cases); alcohol-in-combination
ranked third (43 percent); and codeine was a distant fourth (13 percent). In suicides, alcohol-in-
combination ranked first (reported in 34 percent of cases) and was followed by cocaine (22 percent),
other/unspecified antidepressants (13 percent), amitriptyline (10 percent), and heroin/morphine (10
percent).

Table 2.12 shows distributions of ME drug mentions by sex and race/ethnicity. In this table and
tables 2.13 through 2.17, percentages are calculated using the total number of mentions of the respective
drug groups as the denominator. In interpreting the data in these tables, it is particularly important to
remember that drugs are frequently reported in combination and that many of the deaths involved drugs
as a contributing cause rather than as the direct cause.

Among drugs reported at least 100 times, the specific substances with the highest proportion of
mentions involving male decedents were marijuana/hashish (89 percent), PCP/PCP combinations (87
percent), heroine/morphine (82 percent), alcohol-in-combination (81 percent), methamphetamine/speed
(80 percent), and cocaine (80 percent)). Excluding substances reported fewer than 100 times, the drugs
with the highest proportion of mentions occurring in cases involving female decedents included fluoxetine
(52 percent), alprazolam (51 percent), amitriptyline (47 percent), and desipramine (45 percent).
Considered according to race/ethnicity, the proportion of white decedents was highest (among drugs
reported at least 100 times) for diazepam, alprazolam, d-propoxyphene, acetaminophen, fluoxetine,
desipramine, and amphetamine; decedents were white in at least 80 percent of ME cases involving each
of these drugs. The proportion of black decedents was highest for cocaine (45 percent), PCP/PCP
combinations (35 percent), heroin/morphine (30 percent), diphenylhydantoin sodium (30 percent),
methadone (29 percent), alcohol-in-combination (29 percent), and codeine (27 percent).

Table 2.13 presents distributions of drug mentions by age. In deaths in which cocaine was
reported, 31 percent of decedents were 26 to 34 years old and 42 percent were 35 to 44 years old.
Decedents in cases involving heroin/morphine were typically somewhat older: 28 percent were 26 to 34
years old, while 47 percent were 35 to 44 years old. Among substances reported at least 100 times, the
drugs with the highest proportions of mentions occurring in cases involving decedents 18 to 25 years of
age were marijuana/hashish (27 percent), PCP/PCP combinations (24 percent), and inhalants/solvents/
aerosols (17 percent),

Distributions of drug mentions by cause of death are shown in table 2.14. Continuing to focus on
substances reported in connection with at least 100 deaths, the proportion of direct, single-drug cases
was highest for inhalants/solvents/aerosols (23 percent), aspirin (19 percent) and desipramine (11
percent). More than two-thirds (70 percent) of all drug mentions occurred in cases where multiple drugs
were reported and one or more of these drugs was directly implicated as the cause of death. Across
drug groups mentioned at least 100 times, the substances with the highest proportion of mentions in this
cause category were codeine (86 percent), doxepin (81 percent), hercin/morphine (81 percent),
d-propoxyphene (81 percent), alprazolam (80 percent), and amitriptyline (79 percent). Sixty-one percent
of deaths involving cocaine were drug-induced and included other substances reported in combination.
Eighteen percent of cocaine-related deaths involved an external physical event with drugs being listed as
a contributing cause.

Table 2.15 shows distributions of drug mentions by manner of death. Among specific drug groups
reported in at least 100 cases, the proportion of suicides was highest for desipramine (69 percent),
aspirin (55 percent), and doxepin (52 percent). Applying the same criterion, the drugs with the highest
proportions of deaths in the accidental/unexpected category were heroin/morphine (73 percent), cocaine
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(69 percent), methadone (67 percent), amphetamine (67 percent), methamphetamine/speed (67
percent), codeine (66 percent), and PCP/PCP combinations (65 percent).

Distributions of ME drug mentions by route of administration are presented in tables 2.16. The high
proportion of unknowns reported for this variable, particularly for drugs that can be used by more than
one route, makes the data in these tables difficult to interpret.

Table 2.17 presents distributions of ME drug mentions by the number of other drugs reported in
connection with the case. The drug groups most likely to be mentioned alone were inhalants/solvents/
aerosols (30 percent), marijuana/hashish (27 percent), cocaine (23 percent}, aspirin (20 percent), and
doxepin (20 percent). Caution should be exercised in making inferences from data involving more than
one drug in episodes because the reported drug may not be the direct cause of death.

Tables 2.18 and 2.19 present data on the number of ME cases in which specific pairs of drugs
were mentioned in combination. As up to six drugs can be reported in DAWN ME cases, it should be
nated that specific pairs often are drawn from larger sets of drugs.

Table 2.18 presents the number of pairwise cambination mentions involving the top 15 drugs.
Alcohol was reported in combination with heroin/morphine in 1,779 deaths. Heroin/morphine and
cocaine were reported together in 1,739 cases, cocaine and alcohol in 1,579 cases, and heroin/morphine
and codeine in 820 cases.

The most frequently reported pairwise combinations of drugs are shown in table 2.19. The names
of the drugs within each pair are ordered alphabetically. Excluding combinations involving alcohol,
pairwise drug combinations reported in connection with at least 100 deaths included cocaine with
heroin/morphine (1,739 cases, as noted above), codeine with heroin/morphine (820 cases, also noted
above), cocaine with codeine (351 cases), amitriptyline with nortriptyline (265 cases), diazepam with
heroin/morphine (242 cases), amphetamine with methamphetamine/speed (236 cases), cocaine with
methadone (186), heroin/morphine with quinine (166 cases), cocaine with diazepam (163 cases),
heroin/morphine with methadone (154 cases), cocaine with marijuana/hashish (125 cases),
diphenhydramine with heroin/morphine (123 cases), cocaine with guinine {112 cases), heroin/morphine
with marijuana/hashish (101 cases), and codeine with diazepam (101 cases). The large number of
deaths involving combinations of amitriptyline and nortriptyline may be a reporting anomaly asscciated
with difficulties in distinguishing these two drugs on the basis of their metabolites alone.
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.01 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by133%ected demographic characteristics according to sex:

TOTAL 2 Male Female
Demographic characteristics
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
SEX
Male ......0s 6,413 75.1
Female ....... 2,085 24.4
Unknown/no response . 43 .5
TOTAL +ovvvveruonncnrinoanannss 8,541 100.0
RACE/ETHNICITY
L 8 - N 4,813 56.4 3,499 54.6 1,287 61.7
Black .ivvevunvrnnsansonnenanarenas 2,521 28.5 1,904 29.7 613 29.4
Hispanic +.eevveen. Cereereenraeas 1,044 12.2 898 14.0 142 6.8
Other L.ciiiiiiiiiineeriiicaniaves 89 1.0 68 1.1 20 1.0
American Indian/Alaskan Native .. 20 .2 14 .2 5 .2
Asian/Pacific Islander ..... PR 56 7 42 7 14 7
Unknown/no response .......o.... e 74 .9 44 7 23 1.1
TOTAL vevuininann e 8,541 100.0 6,413 100.0 2,085 100.0
AGE
6 10 17 YEArS ..vvvvivesevenniunnnns 98 1.1 72 1.1 25 1.2
6 L0 11 years .v.vveveinsnvnenens 7 | 3 * 4 .2
12 to 17 years 91 1.1 69 1.1 21 1.0
18 to 25 years .. 805 9.4 633 8.9 167 8.0
18 to 19 years 108 1.3 81 1.3 24 j.2
20 to 25 vears ..... 697 8.2 552 8.6 143 6.9
26 10 34 YEArS «.vviieieiininiaains 2,315 27.1 1,754 27.4 551 26.4
26 t0 29 Years ....eceieeveion Ve 798 9.3 609 9.5 186 8.9
30 t0 34 VEars ..ievnveieininianaee 1,517 17.8 1,145 17.9 365 17.5
35 years and glder .........o0000nn 5,283 61.9 3,927 61.2 1,332 63.9
35 to 44 years ....oo00ven PN 3,386 39.6 2,625 40.9 751 36.0
45 t0 54 Years ...vvviiiiiiiiaans 1,199 14.0 885 13.8 304 14.6
55 years and older ..........0u0s 698 8.2 417 6.5 277 13.3
Unknown/no response +...vevvienans. 40 .5 27 4 10 .5
TOTAL v vevnrvnnnnracrnsnnennens 8,541 100.0 6,413 100.0 2,085 100.0

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.
2 Includes episodes for which sex was unknown or not reported.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA !
Table 2,02 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by race/ethnicity and age according to sex: 1993

TOTAL 2 Male Female
Race/ethnicity and age
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES/ETHNICITIES 3
6-11 years ....c.vvuvvennan 7 0.1 3 * 4 0.2
12-17 years v..cceaees e 91 1.1 69 1.1 21 1.0
18-25 years ...... Creeeans 805 9.4 633 9.9 167 8.0
26-34 YEArS ..evevinsraons 2,315 271 1,754 27.4 551 26.4
35-44 years ......... Crene 3,386 39.6 2,625 40.9 751 36.0
45-54 years ....... 1,199 14.0 885 13.8 304 14.6
55 years and older ....... 698 8.2 417 6.5 277 13.3
Unknown/no response ...... 40 .5 27 4 10 .5
TOTAL v.vviivnnnnnn . 8,541 100.0 6,413 100.0 2,085 100.0
WHITE
6-11 years ......... PN 6 A 3 .1 3 2
12-17 years .....coovivuns 51 1.1 38 1.1 12 .9
18-25 years ....u..e. Ceeee 432 9.0 323 9.2 106 8.2
26-34 years .......e00. 1,297 26.9 950 28.3 300 23.3
35-44 years ....c.0e0nnnnn 1,867 38.8 1,438 41 .1 423 32.9
45-54 years ....o... Cereae 627 13.0 428 12.2 193 15.0
55 years and older ....... 516 10.7 266 7.6 247 19.2
Unknown/no response ...... 17 4 13 4 3 .2
TOTAL vivvevrnunsoanns 4,813 100.0 3,499 100.0 1,287 100.0
BLACK
6-11 years .. - - - - - -
12-17 years . 22 .9 17 .9 5 .8
18-25 years ... 194 7.7 158 8.3 35 5.7
26-34 years 609 24,2 417 21.9 19 31.2
35-44 Years ....viinenanns 1,118 44,3 851 44.7 266 43.4
45-54 years ....... eeneae 424 16.8 333 17.5 N 14.8
55 years and older ....... 140 5.6 117 6.1 22 3.6
Unknown/no response ...... 14 .6 11 6 3 .5
TOTAL vvvvvnvennnnnnns 2,521 100.0 1,904 100.0 613 100.0Q
HISPANIC
6-11 years .....ovuvennen . - - - - - -
12-17 years ......... ... o 12 1.1 1 1.2 1 7
18-25 years ......... . 156 14.9 134 14.9 21 14.8
26-34 years ...... Creseans 358 34,3 310 34.5 47 33.1
35:44 YEArS ....ciiveianns 352 33.7 302 33.86 49 34.5
45-54 years ....... PN 133 12.7 115 12.8 17 12.0
55 years and older ..... . 33 3.2 26 2.9 7 4.9
Unknown/no response ...... - - - - - -
TOTAL ........ PPN 1,044 100.0 898 100.0 142 100.0
OTHER RACE/ETHNICITY
B-11 years ...veevenrnsnss - - - - - -
12-17 YRArS vivevvvnnsenas 4 4.5 2 2.9 2 10.0
18-25 years 14 15.7 12 17.6 2 10.0
26-34 years 32 41.6 27 39.7 <] 45.0
35-44 years . 23 25,8 18 26.5 5 25.0
45-54 years ...... 6 6.7 5 7.4 1 5.0
55 years and older ....... 5 5.6 4 5.5 1 5.0
Unknown/no response ...... - - - - . -
TOTAL Hivvvnennnnnnnns 89 100.0 68 100.0 20 100,0

l_ Eécludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance
mentioned.

2 Includes episodes for which sex was unknown or not reported.
3 Includes episodes for which race/ethnicity was unknown or not reported.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.03 - Percent distribution of drug abuse deaths by selected episode characteristics
according to sex and racefethnicity: 1993

L Sex Race/ethnicity
Episode charncteristics TOTAL 2
Male Female White Black Hispanic Other
DRUG CONCOMITANCE

Single-drug episode ..... [ 24.1 24.0 24.1 21.4 29.8 21.7 36.0
Multi-drug episode ....vvsvevvicirnocans 75.9 76.0 75.9 78.6 70.2 78.3 64.0
TOTAL v et ivinirierneranavenssnonnran 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of decedents ..........cvvvns 8,541 6,413 2,085 4,813 2,521 1,044 89

CAUSE OF DEATH
Drug induced (overdose) ........ S 68.6 67.6 71.6 70.5 64.3 7.7 74.2
Direct - single drug cause ........... 9.5 8.8 11.7 9.8 9.4 8.6 13.5
Direct - multiple drug cause ......... 59.1 58.9 59.9 60.7 54.9 63.1 60.7
Drug related (contributory factor) ...... 29.9 31.1 26.5 28.1 34.86 26.0 25.8
Drug and physiclogical condition ..... 9.3 9.1 10.0 7.9 13.2 6.5 3.4
Drug and external physical event ..... 17.8 19.1 11.8 17.9 15.7 18.6 21.3
Drug and medical disorder ............ 3.3 2.9 4.7 2.3 5.7 2.9 1.1
UNKROWn ouoveinevnonnnnnns PR . 1.5 1.3 1.9 1.4 1.0 .3 -
TOTAL vivvvvnnenans Wresr e eaas 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of decedents ................ 8,541 6,413 2,085 4,813 2,521 1,044 89

WMANNER OF DEATH
Accidental/unexpected ........... eeeens 57.8 61.2 47.6 51.0 62.6 79.4 49.4
SUICIHE «vvvvrrnenniiriienrineirinnennes 20.2 17.5 28.2 27.5 8.8 11.5 44,9
Other/unknown ...vvvvinviinneeennonnnnes 22.1 21.3 24.2 21.5 28.5 9.1 5.6
TOTAL vevvvrennvnnvananns Cheeaeenanan 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of decedents ............0use 8,541 6,413 2,085 4,813 2,521 1,044 89

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown® was the only substance mentioned.
2 Includes episodes for which race/ethnicity was unknown or not reported.
SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.04 - Percent distribution of drug abuse deatqgggy selected episode characteristics according to age:

Age (in years)
Episode characteristics TOTAL 2
6-11 12-17 18-25 26-34 35-44 45-54 55 and
older
DRUG CONCOMITANCE
Single-drug episode .....ovviiennaares .. 24 .1 . 53.8 27.6 22,9 20.5 26.8 33.4
Multi-drug episode .....vovvviiiiviinnsn 75.9 e 46.2 72.4 77.1 79.5 73.2 66.6
TOTAL v ivriiiiniiinninnnsnee ceeenaes| 100.0 . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of decedents ...,............| 8,541 7 91 805 2,315 3,386 1,199 698
CAUSE OF DEATH
Drug induced (overdose) .......... eeeas 68.6 . 45.1 56.9 67.9 * 75.0 68.0 58.2
Direct - single drug cause ........... 9.5 . 22.0 8.6 8.3 8.9 10.4 14.8
Direct - multiple drug cause ......... 59.1 . 23.1 48.3 59.7 66.0 57.5 43.4
brug related (contributory factor) ..... 29.9 . 51.6 41.5 30:9 23.6 30,6 40.1
Drug and physiological condition ..... 9.3 es 4.4 5.0 5.6 9.0 15,1 18.8
Drug and external physical event ..... 17.3 . 46.2 34.5 22.5 11.2 10.3 18.2
Drug and medical disorder ............ 3.3 . 1.1 2.0 2.7 3.5 5.2 3.2
UnKnown .vevivinnnnannes Cereerians Cees 1.5 . 3.3 1.6 1.2 1.4 1.4 1.7
TOTAL ..vevnnen Ch s eraeaans ...| 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of decedents .............. o 8,541 7 91 805 2,315 3,386 1,199 698
MANNER OF DEATH
Accidental/unexpected .......... Cererens 57.8 . 48.4 57.4 61.5 62.6 56.1 27.1
Suicide vvvviiiisiinnnaes Cerereassinees 20.2 e 36.3 28.3 18.4 14.4 19.3 44.7
Other/unknown ...... et et sesen 22.1 e 15.4 14.3 20.1 23.0 24.6 28.2
TOTAL v iinirevrienrerannnnnassenennns 100.0 o 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of decedents ..... PN 8,541 7 91 805 2,315 3,386 1,199 698

1

2 Includes episodes for which age was unknown or not reported.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.05 - Percent distribution of drug abuse deaths by selected demographic and episode characteristics
according to manner of death: 1993

Manner of death
Demographic and episode characteristics TOTAL )
Accidental/ Suicide Other/unknown
unexpected
SEX
MAle uviivnniiironnanones Cebenatseaea e 75.1 79.5 65.3 72.3
Female .vvvevivrnarrnearaconnsen Cerreeaseas 24.4 20.1 34.1 26.8
UnKnown/no PeSPONSE veevoeevuvrrsorssosaans .5 .3 .6 .9
TOTAL ...... [ e eresaaiaane 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of decedents ..... PPN 8,541 4,933 1,722 1,886
RACE/ETHNICITY
White .......... e 56.4 49.7 76.8 §5.0
Black «ivesesersses Ceerreerrens Cerireaeaae 29.5 32.0 13.0 38.1
Hispanic ...evvveininves PR Ceens vesas 12.2 16.8 7.0 5.0
Other ..iviiviiiiniiennnns . . .9 .8 2.0 .
Unknown/no response ........ 9 6 .9 1.8
TOTAL ..... Cereasseassaias erreean 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of decedents .....ovviniennnns . 8,541 4,933 1,722 1,886
AGE
6 to 11 years ..oiviviiiiiiiiiiaes erienaes A ] - .2
12 to 17 years ........ [ N 1.1 .9 1.9 7
18 10 25 YEAMNS tivivivvnvrrnionennesarananas 9.4 9.4 13.2 6.1
26 to 34 years ..... Cetree s esenen i 27.1 28.8 24.7 24.7
35 to 44 years .......... eaaas P 39.6 43.0 28.3 41.3
45 to 54 years ...... Cereees ey ves 14.0 13.6 13.4 15.6
55 years and older ..........0000n PN 8.2 3.8 18.1 10.4
Unknown/no response ........... Certecrenes . .5 .3 3 1.0
TOTAL ,.vvvennn PR Ceerraeraraas 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of decedents .............. euee 8,541 4,933 1,722 1,886
DRUG CONCOMITANCE
Single-drug episode ..... PO N 24,1 22.3 28.3 24.9
Multi-drug episode .......cvvveivunnnnnn vee 75.9 77.7 7.7 75.1
11 P 100.0 100.0 100.0 1060.0
Number of decedents ........c.ocovvuesn 8,541 4,933 1,722 1,886
CAUSE OF DEATH
Drug induced (overdose) .......... rseenans 68.6 78.1 57.3 53.9
Direct - single drug cause ..... cebeneaas 9.5 10.3 11.8 5.8
Direct - multiple drug cause ....... eaes 59.1 67.8 45.9 48.1
Drug related (contributory factor) ........ 29.9 21.2 41.3 42.4
Drug and physiological condition ........ 9.3 4.0 1.3 30.4
Drug and external physical event ........ 17.3 14.0 39.7 5.6
Drug and medical disorder ............... 3.3 3.2 .3 6.4
Unknown .....veveens ererea e N . 1.5 .6 1.5 3.7
TOTAL tvvvrineiennencanenss eererrranen 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of decedents ........coevvvvenns 8,541 4,933 1,722 1,886

l Eécludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance
mentione

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA
Table 2.06a - Drugs mentioned most frequently by medical examiners in 1993

(Drugs with fewer than 10 mentions are excluded.)

Number Percent Number Percent

Rank Drug name of of total Rank Drug name of of total

mentions  episodes mentions  episodes
1 Cocaine 3,910 45.78 39 Meperidine HCL 55 0.64
2 Heroin/Morphine 1 3,805 44,55 40 Oxycodone 48 0.56
3 Alcohol-in-combination 3,444 40.32 41 Mesoridazine 47 0.55
4 Codeine 290 11.59 42 Trazodone 47 0.55
5  Diazepam 605 7.08 43 Chlorpromazine 45 0.53
6  Marijuana/Hashish 457 5.35 44 Flurazepam 45 0.53
7 Methadone 457 5.35 45 Oxazepam 43 0.50
8 Amitriptyline 404 4.73 46 Promethazine 41 0.48
9 Methamphetamine/Speed 382 4,47 47 Pseudoephedrine 39 0.46
10 Diphenhydramine 369 4.32 48 Fentanyl 36 0.42
11 Nortriptyline 351 4.1 49 Ephedrlne. 36 0.42
12 D-Propoxyphene 338 3.98 50 Pentobarbital 30 0.35
13 Acetaminophen 301 3.52 51 Lorazepam 30 0.35
14 Amphetamine 259 3.03 52 Hydroxyzine 25 0.29
15 PCP/PCP Combinations 206 2.41 53 Lithium Carbonate 25 0.29
16 Doxepin 197 2.31% 54 Theophylline 25 0.29
17 Lidocaine 192 2.25 55  Benztropine 25 0.29
18 Quinine 179 2.10 56 Phenylpropanolamine 24 0.28
19 Phenobarbital 169 1.98 57 Clomipramine 24 0.28
20  Unspec Benzodiazepine 152 1.78 58 Ibuprcfen 24 0.28
21 Desipramine 127 1.49 59 Hydromorphong 21 0.25
22 Fluoxetine 118 1.38 60  Cyclobenzaprine 21 0.25
23 Hydantoin 115 1.35 61 Caffeine 20 0.23
24 Aspirin 113 1.32 62 Propanolol HCl 20 0.23
25 Alprazolam 113 1.32 63 Clonazepqm ' 17 0.20
26 Hydrocodone 105 .23 64 Bromphgnlram:ne Maleate 15 0.18
27 Imipramine 29 1.16 65  Amoxapine 15 0.18
28 Butalbital 95 1.11 66 Phentermine 14 0.16
29  Chlordiazepoxide 88 1,03 67 Glutethimide 14 0.16
30 Temazepam 76 0.89 68 Haloperidol 14 0.16
3t Thioridazine 70 0.82 69 Quinidine Sulfate 14 0.16
32 Meprobamate 66 0.77 70 Amobarbital 12 0.14
a3 Chlorpheniramine 65 0.76 71 Hydrocarbon 12 0.14
34  Secobarbital 63 0.74 72 Glues 1 0.13
35  Doxylamine Succinate 62 0.73 73 Loxapine 1 0.13
36 Carisoprodol 61 0.71 74 Trlazo}am ) 19 0.13
37 Carbamazepine 60 0.70 75 Valproic Acid 10 0.12
38  Dextromethorphan 59 0.69 76  Metoclopramide 10 0.12

NOTE:  Percentages are based on a total raw medical examiner drug abuse case count of 8,541,

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

See general footnotes at end of table.
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 2.06b - Alphabetical listing of drugs mentioned most frequently by medical examiners in 1993

(Drugs with fewer than 10 mentions are excluded.)

; Number Percent Number Percent

Drug name of of total Drug name of of total

mentions episodes mentions episodes
Acetaminophen 301 3.52 Hydrocarbon 12 0.14
Alcohol-in-combination 3,444 40.32 Hydrocodone 105 1.23
Alprazolam 113 1.32 Hydromorphone 21 0.25
Amitriptyline 404 4.73 Hydroxyzine 25 0.29
Amobarbital 12 0.14 Ibuprofen 24 0.28
Amoxapine 15 0.18 Imipramine 89 1.16
Amphetamine 259 3.03 Lidocaine 192 2.25
Aspirin 113 1.32 Lithium Carbonate 25 0.29
Benztropine 25 0.29 Lorazepam 30 0.35
Brompheniramine Maleate 15 0.18 Loxapine 11 0.13
Butalbital 95 1.1 Marijuana/Hashish 457 5.35
Caffeine 20 0.23 Meperidine HCL 55 0.64
Carbamazepine 60 0.70 Meprobamate 66 0.77
Carisoprodol 61 0.71 Mesoridazine 47 0.55
Chlordiazepoxide 88 1.03 Methadone 457 5.35
Chlorpheniramine 85 0.76 Methamphetamine/Speed 382 4.47
Chlorpromazine 45 0.53 Metoclopramide 10 0.12
Clomipramine 24 0.28 Nortriptyline 351 4.1
Clonazepam 17 0.20 Oxazepam 43 0.50
Cocaine 3,910 45.78 Oxycodone 48 0.56
Codeine 990 11.59 PCP/PCP Combinations 206 2.41
Cyclobenzaprine 21 0.25 Pentobarbital 30 0.35
D-Propoxyphene 338 3.96 Phenobarbital 169 1.98
Desipramine 127 1.49 Phentermine 14 0.16
Dextromethorphan 59 0.69 Phenylpropanolamine 24 0.28
Diazepam 605 7.08 Promethazine 41 0.48
Diphenhydramine 369 4.32 Propanolol HCL 20 0.23
Doxepin 197 2.31 Pseudoephedrine 39 0.46
Doxylamine Succinate 62 0.73 Quinidine Sulfate 14 0.16
Ephedrine 36 0.42 Quinine 179 2.10
Fentanyl 36 0.42 Secobarbital 63 0.74
Fluoxetine 118 1.38 Temazepam 76 0.89
Flurazepam 45 0.53 Theophylline 25 0.29
Glues 11 0.13 Thioridazine 70 0.82
Glutethimide 14 0.16 Trazodone 47 0.55
Haloperidol 14 0.16 Triazolam 11 0.13
Heroin/Morphine 1 3,805 44.55 Unspec Benzodiazepine 1562 1.78
Hydantoin 115 1.35 Valproic Acid 10 0.12

NOTE: Percentages are based on a total raw medical examiner drug abuse case count of 8,541.

1 Includes opiates not specified /s to type.

See general footnotes at end of table.
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA
Table 2.06c - Drugs mentioned most fregquently by medical examiners in 1998 agcording to age of decedent

(Drugs with fewer than 10 mentions are excluded)

Number Percent Number Percent
Rank Drug name of of total Rank Drug name of of total
mentions episodes mentions episodes
Decedents 6 to 17 years old Decedents 26 to 34 years old
1 Marijuana/Hashish 26 26.53 1 Cocaine 1,228 53.05
2 Cocaine o 17 17.35 2 Heroin/Morphine 1 1,073 46.35
3 Alcchol-in-combination 16 16.33 3  Alcohol-in-combination 1,013 43,76
4 Heroin/Morphine 1 12 12.24 4 Codeine 243 10.50
5 Marijuana/Hashish 162 7.00
6 Diazepam 150 6.48
7 Methamphetamine/Speed 133 5.75
8 Methadone 103 4.45
9 Amphetamine 88 3.80
10 PCP/PCP Combinations 81 3.50
11 D-Propoxyphene 79 3.41
12 Amitriptyline 74 3.20
13 Acetaminophen 68 2.94
14 Nortriptyline 65 2.81
15 Diphenhydramine 60 2.59
Decedents 18 to 25 years old Decedents 35 years of age and older
1 Cocaine 354 43.98 1 Heroin/Morphine 1 2,410 45.62
2 Alcohol-in-combination 301 37.39 2 Cocaine 2,286 43.27
3 Heroin/Morphine 1 294 36.52 3 Alcohol-in-combination 2,097 39.69
4 Marijuana/Hashish 122 15.16 4 Codeine 668 12.64
5 Codeine 69 8.57 5 Diazepam 415 7.86
6 Methamphetamine/Speed 54 6.71 6 Methadone 342 6.47
7 PCP/PCP Combinations 50 6.21 7 Amitriptyline 307 5.81
8 Amphetamine 41 5.09 8 Diphanhydramine 265 5.02
9 Diphenhydramine 38 4.72 9 Nortriptyline 258 4.88
10 Diazepam 34 4.22 10 D-Propoxyphene 237 4.49
11 Acetaminophen 25 3.11% i Acetaminophen 203 3.84
12 Nortriptyline 23 2.86 12 Methamphetamine/Speed 180 3.60
13 Amitriptyline 21 2.61 13 Marijuana/Hashish 147 2.78
14 D-Propoxyphene 20 2.48 14 Doxepin 134 2.54
15 Desipramine 14 1.74 15 Amphetamine 128 2.42

NOTE: Percentages are based on total raw medical examiner drug abuse case counts of 98 decedents & to 17 years
old, 805 decedents 18 to 25 years old, 2,315 decedents 26 to 34 years old, and 5,283 decedents aged 35
years and older.

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

See general footnotes at end of table.
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 2.06d - Drugs mentioned most frequently by medical examiners in 1993 according to
race/ethnicity of decedent

(Drugs with fewer than 10 mentions are excluded)

Number Percent Number Percent
Rank Drug name of of total Rank Drug name of of total
mentions episodes mentions episodes
White decedents Hispanic decedents
1 Heroin/Morphine 1 1,988 41.30 1 Heroin/Morphine 1 632 60.54
2 Alcohol-in-combination 1,893 30.33 2 Cocaine 532 50.96
3 Cocaine 1,566 32.54 3 Alcohol-in-combination 498 47.70
4 Codeine 592 12.30 4 Codeine 119 11.40
5 Diazepam 504 10.47 5 Methadone 81 7.76
6 Methamphetamine/Speed 304 6.32 6 Marijuana/Hashish 55 5.27
7 D-Propoxyphene 297 6.17 7 PCP/PCP Combinations 50 4.79
8 Amnitriptyline 293 6.09 8 Methamphetamine/Speed 43 4.12
9 Marijuana/Hashish 283 5.88 9 Lidocaine 26 2.49
10 Diphenhydramine 258 5.36 10 Amphetamine 26 2.49
1 Nortriptyline 255 5.30 1 Diazepam 20 1.92
12 Acetaminophen 243 5.05 12 Amitriptyline 17 1.83
13 Methadone 239 4.97 13 Diphenhydramine 17 1.63
14 Amphetamine 215 4.47 14 Nortriptyline 17 1.63
15 Doxepin 148 3.08 15 Acetaminophen 15 1.44
Black decedents
1 Cocaine 1,758 69.73
2 Heroin/Morphine 1 1,138 45.14
3 Alcohol-in-combination 1,000 39.67
4 Codeine 268 10.63
5 Methadone 131 5.20
6 Quinine 111 4,40
7 Marijuana/Hashish 109 4.32
8 Amitriptyline 87 3.45
9 Lidocaine : 81 3.21
10 Diphenhydramine 77 3.05
" Nortriptyline 75 2.98
12 PCP/PCP Combinations 72 2.86
13 Diazepam 67 2.66
14 Acetaminophen 37 1.47
15 Hydantoin ‘ 24 1.35

NOTE:  Percentages are based on total raw medical examiner drug abuse case counts of 4,813 white decedents,
2,521 black decedents, and 1,044 Hispanic decedents.

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

See general footnotes at end of table.
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA
Table 2.06e - Drugs mentioned most frequently by medical examiners in 1993 according to sex of decedent

{(Drugs with fewer than 10 mentions are excluded)

Number Percent Number Percent
Rank Drug name of of total Rank Drug name of of total
‘ mentions  episodes mentions episodes
Male decedents Female Decedents
1 Cocaine 3,129 48.79 1 Cocaine 772 37.03
2 Heroin/Morphine ! 38,116 48.59 2 Heroin/Morphine 1 672 32.23
3 Alcohol-in-combination 2,787 43.46 3 Alcohol-in-combination 640 30.70
4 Codeine 758 11.82 4 Codeine 230 11.03
5 Diazepam 427 6.66 5 Amitriptyline 189 9.06
6 Marijuana/Hashish 405 6.32 6 Diazepam 176 8.44
7 Methadone 313 4.88 7 Nortriptyline 167 8.0t
8 Methamphetamine/Speed 307 - 4.79 8 Diphenhydramine 159 7.63
9 Amitriptyline 213 3.32 9 D-Propoxyphene 148 7.10
10 Diphenhydramine 208 3.24 10 Methadone 143 6.86
ih Amphetamine 199 3.10 11 Acetaminophen 141 6.76
12 D-Propoxyphene 190 2.96 12 Doxepin 85 4.08
13 Nortriptyline 180 2.81 13 Phenotarbital 77 3.69
14 PCP/PCP Combinations 179 2.79 14 Methamphetamine/Speed 71 3.41
15 Acetaminophen 158 2.46 15 Fluoxetine 61 2.93

1 Includes opiates not spepified as to type.

NOTES: Percentages are based on raw medical examiner drug abuse case counts of 6,413 male decedents and 2,085

female decedents.

In using this table the reader should be aware that individual drugs are frequently mentioned in
combination with other drugs and that the population at risk of an adverse consequence relating to the
abuse of any particular drug is unknown, i.e., the number of people abusing a particular substance,
either alone or in any combination, is unknown. Thus the relative frequency of mentions of any drug
pertains only to the DAWN system and not to the larger population at risk.

The drug categories represented in this table are mote detailed than those in other tables in this
report. Specifically, codeine combination drugs and individual inhalants are listed separately in this
table but are grouped in aggregate categories in the main tables of this report. Diphenylhydantoin
sodium is listed as hydantoin. Also the benzodiazepine category includes henzoadiazepines other than
alprazolam, chlordiazepoxide, clonazepam, clorazepate, diazepam, flurazepam, lorazepam, nitrazepam,
oxazepam, prazepam, trialzolam, and temazepam.

Within the context of the DAWN drug classification scheme, some specific drugs, e.g., certain
combination drugs, are not grouped together at the roughly generic level reflected in most of the tables
in this report. Some of these “ungrouped” drugs were reported frequently enough to meet the criteria
for inclusion in this table but are not shown. These drugs, however, are included in the other tables
in this report under the categories of “other/unspecified” drugs within therapeutic classes or under
“all other drugs,” as appropriate.

S0URCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.07 - Number of mentions and percent dlStFlbUtlD?gﬂg total deaths by selected drug group

according to sex:

Drug groups: TOTAL 2 Male Female
therapeutic class by dru% ategory
(Examples of commonly enhcountered brands)
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
TRANQUILIZERS .,..:00veese cees 1,131 747 380
Dlazepam (Valium) e . 605 7.1 427 6.7 176 8.4
grazolam (XanaX) s.vgvese 113 1.3 55 .9 58 2.8
ord1azepox1de (lerlum) 88 1.0 61 1.0 27 1.3
Clorazepate éTranxen ) .. 1 * - - 1 *
Lorazepam (Ativan) ....... . 30 4 17 .3 13 .6
Meprobam t 66 .8 41 .6 24 1.2
ot er/unspeclfled tranqulllzers Mreerenanen 228 2.7 146 2.3 81 3.9
NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ........ rersserrreanasans o 5,876 4,566 1,280
Heroin/Morphine © (... vviisriunssinsine evea 3,805 44.5 3,116 48.6 672 32.2
d- Propoxyp ene (Darvocet N, Darvon) 338 4.0 190 3.0 148 7.4
MethadONE «uvvrvuesuoresrcanssarnsnssnces 457 5.4 313 4.9 143 6.9
oxycodone (Percocet 5, Percodan, Tylox) 48 .6 30 .5 18 .9
................................ 990 11.6 758 11.8 230 11.0
Meperldlne HC1 Demerol eberenes o 55 .6 34 .5 21 1.0
¥dromorphone {Dilaudid Cebaaen 21 .2 18 .3 3 A
Other/unspecified narcotic analge51cs Cherreas 162 1.9 107 1.7 55 2.6
NON NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ...vvvvivvvenans PN . 476 246 226
ASPIPIN vevvensersnonsrsans e 113 1.3 56 .9 55 .6
Acetamlnophen (Tylenol) N 301 3.5 158 2.5 141 6.8
Pentazoclne (Talwin, Talacen) ......... - - - - - -
Butalbital combinations (Florlnal, ESglC) 1 * * - -
Other/unspecified non-narcotic analgesics . 61 . .7 31 5 30 1.4
NON-BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ...ovivvssecocnns Ceans 162 85 77
Methaqualone (Quaalude, Sleeplnal) ........... 1 * 1 * - -
Flurazepam (Dalmaneg) ..... e saceresrsernans . 45 .5 18 3 26 1.2
0.7.C. sleep alds ominex, Unisom, Nytol) 1 * 1 * - -
Ethchlorvynol 6P1a01d l) . 9 1 7 1 2 .1
Glutethimlde (Doriden . 14 .2 9 1 5 .2
Chloral hydrate ....... e 4 * 3 * 1 *
0ther/unspec1f1ed non-barbitorate sedatives'.. 88 1.0 45 7 43 2.1
ANTIDEPRESSANTS . .vusssnvsccroees i 1,419 749 661
Amitriptyline {Elavi ) ................. ves 404 4./ 213 3.3 189 9.1
Amitrip.” comb. (Tr1av1l lebltrol) ..... - - - - - -
Doxepin (Sinequan) ........... ceee . 197 2.3 112 1.7 85 4.1
Fluoxetine Prozac) . . 118 1.4 56 .9 61 2.9
Imipramine (Tofranil) . . 99 1.2 55 .9 44 2.1
Desipramine (Norpramin) «....... e 127 1.5 68 1.1 57 2.7
Other/unspecified antidepressants ......... e 474 5.5 245 3.8 225 10.8
ANTIPSYCHOTICS e edaeeseretset s enina eeee 207 108 97
Chlorpromazine (Thora21ne) eeanrens Ceeeereens 45 .5 29 .5 16 .8
Thioridazine (M 1larily ...... ersees 70 .8 32 .5 38 1.8
Halngerldol (Haldol) ~.oyuevysens 14 .2 8 .1 5 .2
Trifluoperazine (Stelazine) ...... 4 * 2 * 2 N
Other/unspecified antipsychotics . 74 .9 37 .6 36 1.7
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES «....iovieieroensnnarnonen 391 216 171
Phenobarhital . ....ivesesiisriaseoiironrens .. 169 2.0 92 1.4 7 3.7
SecobarbltallAmobarbltal (Tu1na1) ............ - - - - - -
Secobharbital (Seconal) ....... e varea 63 7 35 .5 26 1.2
Pentobarbltal {Nembutal % ............ . 30 4 19 .3 11 .5
Other/unspecified barbi urate sedatives’. 129 1.5 70 1.1 57 2.7
AMPHETAMINES +.vvivinerienvrerannnrnncnsens veves 644 509 129
Amphetaming ,....ceenvenvncinnnsne PN Veraes 259 3.0 199 3.1 58 2.8
Methamphetamlne/Speed ....................... 382 4.5 307 4.8 71 3.4
Other/unspecified amphetamlnes ety 3 * 3 * - -
HALLUCINOGENS . .osuuuvnnunusscensonensssassonas 210 183 27
L(SJE/PCP combinations .. 202 2 3 172 2.? 27 1.3
Other/unsp901fled halluc1nogens - - - - - -
OTHER DRUGS
Alcohol-in-combination ...........c.ouennn eas 4 40.3 2,787 43.5 640 30.7
OCALNE v svsvrgesvnsrasrsannsns Cetseaneenas .o 3,910 45.8 3 1 9 48.8 772 37.0
Marl]uana/Hashlsh ........... Ceeraeeaaae 457 5.4 6.3 52 2.5
Codelne_combinationS ,..eooseeesreroes . 1 * 1 * - -
Diphenylhydantoin sodium_(Dilantin) . 115 1.3 82 1.3 33 1.6
Dlghen ydramine (Benadryl) ......... ‘e 369 4.3 208 3.2 158 7.6
4] iet aids (Dexatrim, ACUtle) . - - - - - -
Inhalants/Sclvents/Aer (o3 - T [ 138 1.6 103 1.6 34 1.6
Methylﬁhenldate (Rital 1n) ....... [ 1 * - - 1 *
er drugs +evevrineronen avees cevenee ‘e 1,413 881 523
DRUG UNKNOWN ' ...vivenennennnn, P 11 8 3
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS .......... e 20,375 238.6 15,013 234.1 5,275 253.0
Total drug abuse deaths ............ [ . 8,541 100.0 6,413 100.0 2,085 100.0

1
See discussion in the Introduction.

2 Includes episodes for which sex was unknown or not reported.

3 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, D

See discussion in the Introduction.

rug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).

.21 -

Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown® was the only substance mentioned.




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA
Table 2.08 - Number of mentlons and percent distribution of tota1 deaths by selected drug group

according to race/ethnicity: 18

TOTAL 2

groups: White Black Hispanic Other
therapeutic CldSS by dru% category
(Examples of commonly encountered brands)
Number [Percent| Number|Percent| Number|Percent] Number|Percent| Number|Percent
TRANQUILIZERS .iivpeennn 1,131 942 126 40 10
Dlazepam (Vallum) 605 7.1 504 10.5 67 2.7 20 1.8 5 5.6
Rrazolam {Xanax) 113 1.3 105 2,2 7 .3 1 N - -
Chlordiazepoxide (lerlum) ..... heererrsseas 88 1.0 67 1.4 14 .6 5 .5 - -
Clorazepate (Tranxene) ......... ebaseereseas 1 * 1 * - - - - - -
Lorazepam (A ivan) c.iiieeeiiaes Ceneseeianes 30 4 25 .5 1 * 3 .3 1 1.1
eProbamate o .ieesvevirngrsovaoessonoanae caree 66 .8 56 1.2 6 2 2 .2 2 2.2
ot erlunspe01fled tranqulllzer= ........... “es 228 2.7 184 3.8 31 1.2 8 .9 2 2.2
NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ...vvverennunvressenans 3,355 1,603 845 42
Heroin/Morphine ® ......cevioiiveasonn 44.5 1,988 41.3 1,138 45.1 632 60.5 24 27.0
d-Propoxyphene (Darvocet N, Darvon) . 4.0 297 6.2 31 1.2 5 .5 2 2.2
Methatdone ......veevevreviesnonnssssnes 5.4 239 5.0 134 5.2 81 .8 85 5.8
Oxycodone (Percocet 5, Percodan, Tylox) .6 42 .9 6 .2 - - - -
00BINE . versiesoariizsiserraanes 11.6 592  12.3 268 10.6 119 11.4 7 7.9
Meperldlne 161" {Demerol) 1. 5 .8 43 .9 10 .4 .2 - -
¥dromcrphone (Dilaudid) .. e 2 .2 20 .4 1 * - - - -
Other/unspecified narcotic analgesxcs Cereraae 162 1.8 134 2.8 18 7 8 .6 4 4.5
NON- NARCOTIL ANALGESICS ...covvvirnnenn e 476 375 66 24 8
ASPIPIN L iivuvsarrernsssorsaneas e i ereeraan 113 1.3 83 1.7 19 .8 6 .6 4 4.5
Acetamlnophen (Tylenol) ...................... 301 3.5 243 5.0 37 1.5 15 1.4 4 4.5
Pentazocine (Talwin, Talacen) ...vvsvssezees . - - - - - - - - - -
Butalbital combinations (Fiorinal, ESQlC) * 1 * - - - - - -
Other/unspecified non-narcotic analgesxcs cees 61 7 48 1.0 10 .4 3 .3 - -
NON-BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ... vvseernvcnarinnn 162 146 8 5 1
Methaqualone (Quaalude Sleeplnal) .. 1 * 1 * - - - - - -
Flurazepam (DalMane) «,.eeeveesooencoerssonns 45 .5 42 .9 2 B - - - -
.C, sleep_aids ( omlnex, Unisom, Nytol) 1 * 1 * - - - - - -
gthchiorvynol Placl B O A 9 .2 - - - - - -
g%gtnthlmlde (Doriden) tuveeviirniiniencennnnias 14 .g 1% .% 3 1 ; ] - -
oral Nydrate .....vieersrrveensoonessronses . - - . - -
Other/unspeclfled non-barbitirate sedatives 1.0 79 1.6 3 .4 4 4 1 1.1
ANTIDEPRESSANTS . .iiviissvonesrnnannnonss 1,100 232 58 20
Amitriptyline (Elavil) . 4.7 29 6.1 87 3.5 17 1.6 5 5.6
Amitrip.” comb. (Tr1av1l - - - - - - - - -
Doxepin (SJnequan) ............. . 2.3 148 3.1 29 1.2 12 1.1 5 5.6
Fluoxetine (Prozac) ........eevuusn 1.4 107 2.2 6 .2 4 .4 - -
Imipramine Tofranll) 1.2 87 1.8 8 .3 2 2 2 2.2
Desipramine (Norpramin) 1.5 108 2.2 13 .5 3 .3 4 4.5
Other/unspecified antldepressants ves 5.5 359 7.5 89 3.5 20 1.9 4 4.5
ANTIPSYCHOTICS Cesseeasagenseeeana P 138 40 20 6
Chlorpromazine (Thorazlne) ........... Ceereaen 45 .5 37 .8 6 .2 2 .2 - -
Thioridazine (Me Aarl 1) cevveiinn 70 .8 45 .9 14 .6 9 .9 1 1.1
Haloperidol (Haldel) ..,........ 14 .2 7 1 A 1 .1 3 3.4
Trif uopera11ne éStela11ne ...... 4 * 3 W1 - - - - 1 141
Other/unspecified antipsychotics .. 74 .9 46 1.0 17 .7 8 .8 1 1.1
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ....cevuiriivrvrnnnannsiaan 391 326 43 18 2
pPhenobarpital ..ivuieieesrrrisaossreane Sesveeas 169 2.0 125 2.6 28 1.1 15 1.4 - -
SecobarhltallAmobarbltal (Tu1na1) ............ - - - - - - - - - -
Secobarbital (Seconal) ............. Ceveeeeas . 63 7 60 1.2 2 .1 - - i 1.1
Pentobarbital (Nembutal) ..........ievvevnnnan 30 4 27 .6 2 .1 - - 1 1.1
Other/unspecified barbi urate sédatives ...l 129 1.5 114 2.4 11 4 3 .3 - -
AMPHETAMINES ..... e Cevi et 644 521 3 69 10
Amphetamine ,....c.co... 259 3.0 215 4.5 9 26 2.5 5 5.6
Methamphetamlne/Spee ........ 382 4.5 304 6.3 21 8 43 4.1 5 5.6
Other/unspecified amphetamines ... 3 2 * 1 * - - - -
HALLUCINOGENS .. eereen Ceaerrreer sy 210 80 75 50 2
.CB/PCP combinations” ... . iill0l F 202 2.4 7? 1.§ 7% 2.? 50 4.8 2 2.2
OthEP/UnSPEleled haiiucinogens' ... . ..l 10 - - - - - - - - -
OTHER DRUGS
Alcohol-in-combination .....c.iiiiiiiiiiaae 3,444 40.3 1,893 39.3 1,000 39.7 498 47.7 22 24.7
COCaINe (s vvevsanns Ceraae 3,910 45.8 1,566 32.5 1,758 69.7 532 51.0 25 28.1
Marljuana/Hashlsh . 457 5.4 283 5.9 109 4.3 55 5.3 8 9.0
Godeine_combinations 1 * * - - - - - -
Dlphenxlhydant01n sodlum (Dllantln) 115 1.3 74 1.5 34 1.3 6 .6 - -
Dlghen ydramine (Benadryl 369 4.3 258 5.4 77 3.1 17 1.6 12 13.5
diet aids (Dexatrim, Acutrlm) - - - - - - - - - -
Inhalants/SolventslAeros 1S o, .. 138 1.6 96 2.0 21 .8 15 1.4 4 4.5
Methylﬁ enldate (thalln) .................... 1 * 1 * - - - - - -
BF OFUGS v oeevarrns e eeeeiiean, Ceeenn 1,413 920 368 89 19
DRUGUNKNCWN1 e, e, e 11 8 2 - -
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...ivvuiinnervnnnanenann 20,375 238.8 | 12,083 251.0 5,693 221.9 2,341 224.2 191 214.6
Total drug abuse deaths ........... R 8,541 100.0 | 4,813 100.0 { 2,521 100.0 | 1,044 100.0 89 100.0
T Ex cludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned. See

discussion in the Introduction.
2

3

Includes opiates not specified as to type.

Includes episodes for which race/ethnicity was unknmown or not reported.

See discussion in the Introduction.
SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Aouse Warning Network (June 1894 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA !
Table 2.09 - Number of mentions and percent distributio?ggg total deaths by selected drug group according to age:

6-17 years 18-25 years 26-34 years 35-44 years 45-54 years 55 years and
Drug roug older
therapeutlc class by
drug category
Number|Percent| Number|Percent| Number|Percent| Number|Percent| Number|Percent| Number|Percent
TRANQUILIZERS ....... everneseas 3 65 251 489 176 139
Dlazepam ........ 2 2.0 34 4.2 150 6.5 270 8.0 94 7.8 51 7.3
grazo ...... eseaeraerens 1 1.0 9 1.1 22 1.0 51 1.5 11 .9 19 2.7
Ch ordlazepoxzde Chrsreeearens - - 2 .2 12 .5 43 .3 20 1.7 11 1.6
Clorazepate ....ccvvveniieensn - - - - - - 1 * - - - -
Loraze am grriiriie ereaen - - - - 5 .2 11 .3 4 .3 9 1.3
Rroba ......... - - 3 4 15 .6 24 7 12 1.0 n 1.6
er/unspeCLfled eneeesaenes - - 17 2.1 47 2.0 89 2.6 35 2.9 38 5.4
NARCOTIC ANALGESIC . 26 419 1,575 2,722 789 324
Heroin/Morphine . 12 2.2 294 36.5 1,073 46.3 1,802 53.2 477 39.8 131 18.8
d- Propoxyp ene .. . - - 20 2.5 79 3.4 124 3.7 52 4.3 61 8.7
Methadong ....... . - - i1 1.4 103 4.4 247 7.3 74 6.2 21 3.0
Oxycodone ... . 1 i.0 4 .5 13 .6 17 5 6 .5 7 1.0
codeine ....i.... erraererecs 8 8.2 69 8.6 243  10.5 461 13.6 137 11.4 70 10.0
Meperldlne ¥ o3 RN vesaas .. 2 2.0 2 .2 12 .5 15 .4 11 .9 13 1.8
¥dromorphone ....... eeanieas - - 2 .2 5 .2 5 B 4 .3 5 .7
Other/unspecified ,........... 3 3.1 17 2.1 47 2.0 51 1.5 28 2.3 16 2.3
NON-NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ........ 8 34 105 170 82 77
ASPIPrin veniiveevenrionn .. 3 3.1 [} 7 21 .9 37 1.1 21 1.8 25 3.6
éce%amlnophen ven 3 3.1 25 3.1 68 2.9 110 3.2 47 3.9 46 6.6
entazo veesy - - - - - - - - - - - -
Butalbital combina - - - - - - 1 * - - - -
Other/unspecified ‘ - - 3 4 16 7 22 .6 14 1.2 6 .9
NOM- BAEBITURATE SEDATIVES . - 8 26 52 28 48
Methaqualone .......evveuunees - - - - 1 * - - - - - -
Flurazepam .................. . - - 3 .4 4 .2 g .2 ih .9 19 2.7
. Sleep aids ...... e - - - - - - 1 * - - - -
Ethchlorvynol Cedeseiriaeranes - - - - 4 .2 4 .1 1 A - -
Glutethimide ,...... PPN - - 3 .4 2 .1 7 .2 2 2 - -
Chloral hydrate .............. - - - - 1 * 2 .1 - - 1 .1
Other/unspecified ............ - - 2 .2 14 .6 30 .9 14 1.2 28 4.0
ANTIDEPRESSANTS . 20 94 292 855 246 210
Amitriptyline ... 2 2.0 21 2.6 74 3.2 177 5.2 68 5,7 62 8.9
Amltrlptyllne combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - -
DOXEPIN Vvevivernnsnnnannnsas . 3 3.1 11 1.4 48 2.1 77 2.3 37 3.1 20 2.9
FluoXetine ......cooveevniinnns - - 10 1.2 21 .9 43 1.3 28 2.3 16 2.3
IMipramine «..vevevnvrneonenns 3 3.1 9 1.1 29 1.3 26 .8 12 1.0 20 2.9
Desipraming ,....ceeceveseenan 8 8.2 14 1.7 29 1.3 40 1.2 19 1.6 17 2.4
Other/unspecified ............ 4 4.1 29 3.6 91 3.9 192 5.7 82 6.8 75 10.7
ANTIPSYCHOTICS ..... K] 17 25 80 50 30
Chlorpromazine 1 1.0 2 .2 2 A 19 .6 13 1.1 8 1.1
Thlorlda21ne .o 1 1.0 6 7 9 .4 27 .8 14 1.2 12 1.7
Halogerl ol ... - - 4 .5 4 .2 2 N 4 .3 - -
Trifluoperazine - - - - - - 2 .1 2 .2 - -
Other/unspeciftied .. 1 1.0 5 .6 10 .4 30 .9 17 1.4 10 1.4
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES .......... 4 21 67 146 64 87
Phenobarbital .........c0v00.te 2 2.0 8 1.0 31 1.3 69 2.0 28 2.3 29 4.2
Secobarbxtal/Amobarbltal eens - - - - - - - - - - - -
Secobarbital .............000 - - 3 4 5 .2 17 5 9 .8 29 4.2
Pentobarbital ,..........0.00.. 1 1.0 3 .4 2 .1 8 .2 5 .4 11 1.8
Other/unspecified ............ 1 1.0 7 .9 29 1.3 52 1.5 22 1.8 18 2.6
AMPHETAMINES e 5 95 222 225 71 24
Amphetamine ......... 1 1.0 41 5.1 88 3 a0 2.7 29 2.4 9 1.3
Me hamphetamlne/Speed 4 4.1 54 6.7 133 7 133 3.9 42 3.5 15 2.1
Other/unspecified ....... - - - - 1 1 - - - -
HALLUCINOGEN ceneseenateosaanan 3 52 83 60 10 2
BIPCP combinations ......... . 3 3.1 sg 6.% 81 3.5 60 1.8 10 8 2 .3
Other/unsp301f1ed ............ - - - - - - - - - - - -
OTHER DRUGS
Alcohol-in-combination .. 16 16.8 301 37.4 1,013 43.8 1,467 43.3 423  35.3 207 29.7
COCaAINE o vversenran 17 17.3 354 44.0 1,228 5£3.0 1, 1653  48.8 507 42.3 126 18.1
Marijuana/Hashish .. 26 26.5 122 15.2 162 7.0 107 3.2 29 2.4 11 1.6
Codeine_combinations - - - - 1 * - - - - -
Dlphenxlhydant01n sodium 3 3.1 7 .9 22 1.0 52 1.5 17 1.4 13 1.9
Diphen ydramlng ....... S 3 3.1 38 4.7 60 2.8 133 3.9 73 6.1 89 8.5
Inhalants/Solvents/Aerosols . 7 7.1 23 2.9 34 1.5 37 1.1 19 1.6 18 2.6
Methylﬁhenldat ..... renaenas - - - - 1 * - - - - - -
er drugs veevievenaanens 14 107 307 527 267 177
DRUGUNKNOJVN1 e - 2 4 2 2 i
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ........ 156 159.2 1,759 218.5 5,478 236.6 8,477 250.4 2,853 237.9 1,563 222.5
Total drug abuse deaths ........ 98 100.0 805 100.0 2,315 100.0 3,386 100.0 1,199 100.0 698 100.0

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which

discussion in the Introduction.

2 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

See discussion in the Introduction.
SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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“drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

See




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.10 - Number of mentions and percent distribution of total deaths by selected drug group
according to cause of death: 1993

Direct - Direct - Drug_and Drug and brug and
Drug groups: single drug |[multiple drugs | physitclogical external medical
therapetitic class by condition physical event disorder
drug category
Number|Percent| Number|Percent| NumberjPercent| Number|Percent| Number|Percent
TRANQUILIZERS ..vvvvvvnnresnnnsn 13 811 85 178 23
Dlazepam e P 2 0.2 434 8.6 48 6.0 101 6.8 11 3.9
Erazol ...... cesessednaas 2 .2 90 1.8 4 .5 13 .9 2 7
Ch ordlazepox1de eveas . - - 62 1.2 10 1.8 12 .8 2 7
c1orazepa fees . - - 1 * - - - - - -
oraze AN eues . 1 | 22 4 2 .3 5 3 - -
Rrobamate . 1 .1 54 1.1 4 .5 [ 4 - -
er/unspecxfled e 7 .9 148 2.9 17 2.1 41 2.8 8 2.8
NARCOTIC ANALGESICS .vvvvvsnnnen 332 4,721 326 279 158
Heroin/Morphine ¢ ........... . 286 35.1 3,085 61.2 143  18.8 151 10.2 93 32.7
d- Prupuxyp [-]4]- T " 1.4 271 5.4 22 2.8 28 1.9 3 1.1
Methadong .......... eeiavean . 22 2.7 309 6.1 58 7.3 33 2.2 31 . 10.9
Oxycodone .......e0s erireaes - - 42 .8 2 .3 3 .2 - -
Codeine ......... erree e 2 .2 854 16.9 67 8.4 41 2.8 19 8.7
Meperidine HCL .......... 2 .2 29 .6 11 1.4 5 .3 7 2.5
Hydromorghone ,.......... 1 g 13 .3 1 A 5 .3 1 .4
Other/unspecified ....... 8 1.0 118 2.3 16 2.0 13 .9 4 1.4
NON NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ........ 33 333 42 51 10
.................... 21 2.6 74 1.5 9 1.1 5 .3 3 1.1
Acetamlnophen N 9 1.1 224 4.4 21 2.6 35 2.4 7 2.5
Pentazocine ...sceozeeies eees - - - - - - - - - -
Butalbital combinations .. ... - - 1 * - - - - - -
Other/unspecified .........v.. 3 .4 34 7 12 1.5 11 7 - -
NON-BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ...... 5 127 8 18 1
Methaqualone .........ccovuvenn - - - - - - 1 | - -
Flurazepam ............... . 2 .2 33 7 1 N 7 .5 1 4
0,T.C. sleep alds ..... Cerenis - - 1 * - - - - - -
Ethchlorvynol Ceseranaes 1 A 5 A 2 .3 1 1 - -
Glutethimide ......cvvevvvunes - - 14 .3 - - - - - -
Chloral hydrate ........cveuun - - 3 .1 - - - - - -
Other/unspecified ............ 2 .2 71 1.4 5 .6 9 .6 - -
ANTIDEPRESSANTS ....iivinvrennns 71 1,112 100 90 27
Amitriptyline ...ovieeqonveens 13 1.6 31 6.3 39 4.9 18 1.2 11 3.9
Amltrlptyllne comblnatlons Ve - - - - - - - - - -
Doxepin .......... Pheeearerane 15 1.8 160 3.2 8 1.0 7 .5 3 1.1
Fluoxetine ............ Vereees 2 .2 85 1.7 12 1.5 16 1.1 1 4
Imipramine ....... N . 7 .9 80 1.6 3 4 7 .5 2 7
Desipraming ,.,.... e raseenes 14 1.7 97 1.9 6 .8 9 .6 - -
Other/unspecified ............ 20 2.5 371 7.4 32 4.0 33 2.2 10 3.5
ANTIPSYCHOTICS ...covevnenennass 6 160 32 1 3
Chlorpromazinge ....veeuivennses 5 .6 30 .8 6 .8 2 .1 1 4
Thioridazine ......... erieaas 1 .1 51 1.0 12 1.5 4 .3 1 4
Haloperidol ..........cvvvnn .. - - 11 .2 2 .3 1 A - -
TriflUoperazing ..veceesoneses - - 4 N - - - - - -
Other/unspecified ............ - - 54 1.1 12 1.5 4 .3 1 4
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES .......... 23 280 19 45 15
Phenobarbital ...... 0000000 6 7 121 2.4 13 1.6 15 1.0 9 3.2
Secobarbltal/Amobarbltal ..... - - - - - - - - - -
Secobarbital P 13 1.8 43 .9 2 .3 -] .3 - -
Pentobarbital .....ccovvuuunnn . 3 .4 19 .4 - - 5 .3 2 7
1 .1 97 1.9 4 .5 20 1.4 4 1.4
6 302 93 211 12
- - 121 2.4 37 4.7 90 6.1 3 1.1
6 7 178 3.5 56 7.1 120 8.1 9 3.2
- - 2 * - - 1 A - -
6 110 13 74 4
? .? 110 2.2 13 1.6 7% 4.2 4 1.4
Other/Unspecitied ... 1 ) Cerees - - - - - - - - - -
OTHER DRUGS
Alcohol-in-combination ....... - - 2,479 49.1 191 24.1 660 44.6 62 21.8
Cocaine ...ovevsesennns e .. 231 28.4 2,374  47.1 385 48.5 720 48.7 158 55.6
Marijuana/Hashish ............ 1 A 138 2.7 48 6.0 257 17.4 4 1.4
Codeine_combinatiocns ,.... fees - - 1 * - - - - - -
Diphen: 1hyuant01n sodlum ceves 2 .2 55 1.1 16 2.0 29 2.0 9 3.2
Di] hgn gdramlng Ceeerreraaannn 9 1.1 240 4.8 54 6.8 50 3.4 10 3.5
Inhalants/Solvents/Aerosols .. 32 3.9 58 1.1 17 2.1 28 1.9 - -
Methy Rh enidate - - 1 * - - - - - -
er drugs 44 926 216 168 31
DRUG UNKNOWN LU - 6 - 2 2
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ........ 814 100.0 | 14,224 282.0 1,645 207.2 2,871 194.1 529 186.3
Total drug abuse deaths ........ 814 100.0 5,044 100.0 794 100.0 1,479 100.0 284 100.0

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in

mentioned. See discussion in the Introduction.

2 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

See discussion in the Introduction.
SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.11 - Number of mentions and percent distribution of total deaths by selected drug group
according to manner of death: 199

Drug E Accidental/unexpected Suicide Other /unknown
therapeutlc class by
drug category
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
TRANQUILIZERS ....... verrrrereneas . 532 341 258
Dlazepam ..... N erseesen . 315 6.4 160 9.3 130 6.9
E olam ....u00 eseratrisieaes 43 .9 46 2.7 24 1.3
ch. ord1azepox1de ...... eesesean . 37 .8 21 1.2 30 1.6
Clorazepate .....ccivvvevsernenn . 1 * - - - -
Lorazepam e siesaeaeaseteeabreas 14 .3 15 .9 1 A
Rrob mate ....oceeee. Veeesesaas 29 .6 19 1.1 18 1.0
er/unspe31f1ed e besenenaen 93 1.9 80 4.6 55 2.9
NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ......oovvvenesn 4,004 539 1,333
Heroin/Morphine . 2,788 86.5 170 9.9 847 44.9
d- Propoxyp ene 129 2.8 134 7.8 75 4.0
Methadone 307 6.2 31 1.8 119 6.3
Oxycodone 17 .3 19 1.1 .8
Codeine .... o . . 654 13.3 118 6.9 217 11.5
Meperldlne HCL . PR .. 20 4 14 .8 21 1.1
¥dromorphone geseserneares evees 7 | 11 .6 3 .2
0 her/unspeclfled ...... Cereeaan . 82 1.7 41 2.4 39 2.1
NON-NARCOTIC ANALGESICS N 123 231 122
Aspirin «....e0en Cireserennaesan 24 -] 62 3.6 27 1.4
Acetamlnophen ...... eeans . 77 1.6 143 8.3 81 4.3
Pentazocine ...,cce0000. . - - - - - -
Butalbltal comblnatlons 1 * - - - -
Other/unspecified ..... . 21 .4 26 1.5 14 7
NON-BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ...... ves 49 89 24
ethaqua on e rreeierabenreana . * - - - -
Flurazepam ...,... s s 12 .2 27 1.8 6 .3
LT.C, sleep aids ...ovvvvvnnncens * - - - -
Ethchlorvynol e earencaesninieaas 3 .1 4 .2 2 |
Glutethimide ,....... e Ceeaae 10 2 2 .1 2 1
Chloral hydrate .....coveeeeen. e - - 4 .2 - -
Other/funspecified ............. . 22 4 52 3.0 14 .7
ANTIDEPRESSANTS . 392 719 308
Amitriptyline .. 135 2.7 173 10.0 96 5.1
Amitriptyline coml nat - - - - - -
DOXEPIN, v vrvveernnernnacas . 58 1.2 103 6.0 36 1.9
FluoXetine ..vvevevevnnneonss Ve 32 .6 54 3.1 32 1.7
Imlpramlne P 9 .2 73 4.2 17 .9
Desipraming .., .eeee. eeeesansan 17 .3 88 5.1 22 1.2
0ther/unspec1f1ed eiraaeees e 141 2.9 228 13.2 105 5.6
ANTIPSYCHOTICS ........... Ceveraaes 74 72 61
Chlorpromazine .... .. 15 .3 16 .9 14 .7
Thioridazine .., 25 .5 21 1.2 24 1.3
Haloperidol ... 8 .2 5 .3 N
Trifluoperazine ... 1 * 3 .2 - -
Other/unspecified . 25 .5 27 1.6 22 1.2
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ............. 133 186 72
Phenobarbital ....icveesorneannes 72 1.5 6 3.8 31 1.6
Secobarbltal/Amobarbltal Ve - - - - - -
Secobarbital .....c.iiviiiieiiien 13 .3 42 2.4 8 4
Pentobarbital ,......... Ceriebaay 3 | 22 1.3 S 3
Other/unspecified .....covvvvuunn 45 .9 56 3.3 28 1.5
AMPHETAMINES ........ e 431 129 84
Amphetamine ,......... . 173 3.5 57 3.3 29 1.5
Nethamphetamlne/Speed . 255 5.2 72 4.2 85 9
Other/unspecified . 3 A - - -
HALLUCINOGENS .. vorevvernnrenauoass 136 33 41
CP/PCP combinations .. ... i 13% 2 z 33 1.9 4? 2.}
Other/unspeclfled ............... - - - - - -
OTHER DRUGS
Alcohol-in- comblnatlon Cvereeen . 2,142 43.4 583 33.9 718 38.1
Cocaine «...ueq.. . 2,684 54.4 385 22.4 841 44.86
Marljuana/Hashlsh 272 .5 110 6.4 75 4.0
Codeine_combinations , 1 * - - - -
Dlphenxlhydant01n soditm 56 1.1 23 1.3 36 1.9
Diphen ydramlng ......... 131 2.7 148 8.6 90 4.8
Inhalants/Solvents/Aerosols ..... 61 1.2 54 3.1 23 1.2
Methylﬁ ............. N - - 1 1 - -
ther drugs Peeriaeaes PN 468 402 543
DRUG UNKNOWN 1 ......... crereeaeen 8 2 3
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ........... 11,695 237.1 4,047 235.0 4,633 245.7
Total drug abuse deaths ........... 4,933 100.0 1,722 100.0 1,886 100.0

1 Excludes deaths_in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.
See discussion in the Introduction.
2 1ncludes opiates not specified as to type. See discussion in the Introduction.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.12 - Percent distribution of drug mentions by sex and race/ethnicity according to drug group: 1993
Drug groups: Sex Race/ethnicity Number
therapeutic class by o}
drug category ] R . mentions
Male Female [Unknown TOTAL White Black [Hispanic| Other {Unknown TOTAL
TRANQUILIZERS .......... Ceeevae 66.0 33.6 0.4 100.0 83.3 11.1 3.5 0.9 1.1 100.0 1,131
1azepam iesurrerreas Cerens 70.6 29.1 .3 100.0 83.3 11.1 3.3 .8 1.5 100.0 605
Erazolam Cegecereresnurenns 48.7 51.3 - 100.0 92.9 6.2 .9 - - 100.0 113
Chlordiazepoxide ....coaveens. 69.3 30.7 - 100.0 76.1 15.9 5.7 - 2.3 100.0 88
Clorazepate ....... Vessvennaes ses e e ‘e ves Lo R she Ve s 1
Loraze BN seveerniavrnnranacnen 56.7 43.3 - 100.0 83.3 3.3 10.0 3.3 - 100.0 30
Brobamate Crtenesaesansenees 62.1 36.4 1.5 100.0 84.8 9.1 3.0 3.0 - 100.0 66
ther/unspecified ............ 64.0 35.5 .4 100.0 80.7 13.6 3.9 .9 .9 100.0 228
NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ....... 77.7 22.0 .3 100.0 57.1 27.3 14.4 .6 .6 100.0 5,876
Heroin/Morphine . 81.9 17.7 4 100.0 52.2 29.9 16.6 .6 V4 100.0 3,805
d-Propoxyphene ..... 56.2 43.8 - 100.0 87.9 9.2 1.5 .6 .9 100.0Q 338
Methadone .......... 68.5 31.3 2 100.0 52.3 28.7 17.7 .9 4 100.0 457
OXYCOdONe +vuvsvevenvs 82.5 37.5 - 100.0 87.5 i2.5 - - - 100.0 48
Codeine ...... Cerasaaaecerins 76.6 23.2 .2 100.0 59.8 27.1 12.0 7 4 100.0 990
Meperldlne Beitiiit eeverees 61.8 38.2 - 100.0 78.2 18.2 3.6 - - 100.0 55
¥drom0r PhONE oo viveenennanas 85.7 14.3 - 100.0 95.2 4.8 - - - 100.0 21
Other/unspecified ............ 66.0 34.0 - 100.0 82.7 1.1 3.7 1.9 .6 100.0 162
NON NARCOTIC ANALGESICS . 51.7 47.5 .8 100.0 78.8 13.9 5.0 1.5 .8 100.0 476
senereae . 49.6 48.7 1.8 100.0 73.5 16.8 5.3 2.7 1.8 100.0 113
Acetamlnophen Creserereseenias 52.5 46.8 T 100.0 80.7 12.8 5.0 1.3 7 100.0 301
Pentazocinge ......ecqeeveraeens e vt e N e ves s e .. vee -
Butalbital combinations ...... ., s, ‘e .. L. ses ves Ve . L es
Other/unspecified ............ 50.8 49.2 - 100.0 78.7 16.4 4.9 - - 100.0 61
NON- BAHBIT?RATE SEDATIVES ...... 52.5 47.5 - 100.0 90.1 4.9 3.1 .6 1.2 100.0 16?
: 4373 57.8 o 100:0 93.3 4.4 "l . 22 100.0 4
77.8 23.5 1 40000 | 100:0 ol '1 ' I 100.0 g
64.3 35.7 - 00.0 78.6 21.4 - - - 106.0 13
Other/unspecified .. ... .00 0] 514 48.9 * 106.0 89.8 3.4 4.5 i i 10000 88
ANTIDEPRESSANTS .......... Ceieas 52.8 46.6 .6 100.0 77. 16.3 4.1 1.2 .8 100.0 1,419
Amitriptyline . 52.7 46.8 .5 100.0 72.5 21.5 4,2 1.0 7 100.0 404
Amltrlptyllne combinations ... N ses N s cey Vel Lo ces ‘o L es -
Doxepin ..ieaviienans Cenereans 56.9 43.1 - 100.0 75.1 14.7 6.1 2.0 2.0 100.0 197
EIUOXEEINE uvvvvvrivcnnnrunsn 47.5 51.7 .8 100.0 90.7 5.1 3.4 - .8 100.0 118
Imipramine ........ cevenaaaeen 55.6 44 .4 - 100.0 87.9 8.1 2.0 2.0 - 100.0 99
Desipramine ,.,...... Cessrenee 53.5 44.9 1.8 100.0 83.5 10.2 2.4 3.1 .8 100.0 127
Other/unspeclfled ............ 51.7 47.5 .8 100.0 75.7 18.8 4.2 .6 .8 100.0 474
ANTIPSYCHOTICS ..ovvvvvevnencnnns 62.2 46.9 1.0 100.0 66.7 19.3 9.7 2.9 1.4 100.0 207
Chlorpromazine . 64.4 35.6 - 100.0 82.2 13.3 4.4 - - 100.0 45
Thioridazine .. 45.7 54.3 - 100.0 64.3 20.0 12.9 1.4 1.4 100.0 70
Haloperidol ,.. 57.1 35.7 7.1 100.0 50.0 21.4 7.1 21.4 - 100.0 14
Trifluoperazing .....ceveveoen. 50.0 50.0 - 100.0 75.0 - - 25.0 - 100.0 4
Other/unspecified ............ 50.0 48.6 1.4 100.0 62.2 23.0 10.8 1.4 2.7 100.0 74
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ........ .. 55,2 43.7 1.0 100.0 83.4 11.0 4.8 .5 .5 100.0 3N
Phenobarbital ........... . 54.4 45.6 - 100.0 74.0 16.6 8.9 - .6 100.0 169
Secobarbltal/Amobarbltal - - - - - - - - - - -
Secobarbital .......... 55.6 41,3 3.2 100.0 95.2 3.2 - 1.6 - 100.0 63
Pentobarbital ,....... . 63.3 36.7 - 100.0 90.0 6.7 - 3.3 - 100.0 30
Other/unspecified ............ 54.3 44,2 1.6 100.0 88.4 8.5 2.3 - .8 100.0 129
AMPHETAMINES .......... ceverens . 79.0 20.0 .9 100.0 80.9 4,8 10.7 1.6 2.0 100.0 644
Amphetamine ......ve0enes vevas 76.8 22.4 .8 100.0 83.0 3.5 10.0 1.9 1.5 100.0 259
Me hamphetamlne/Speed Cevreren 80.4 18.6 1.0 100.0 79.6 5.5 11.3 1.3 2.4 100.0 382
Other/unspe01fled ...... Cenees e e ves vea ves Ve ves ves e ce 3
HALLUCINOGENS +..uysnensnne e 87.1 12.9 - 100.0 38.1 35.7 23.8 1.0 1.4 100.0 210
LCP/PCP comblnatlons . 86.9 13.1 - 100.0 38.3 35.0 24.3 1.0 1.5 100.0 206
Otherjunspecified . il iil110! e o : v Tl Tl Tl Tl Tl i .
OTHER DRUGS .
Alcohol -in-combination ....... 80.9 18.6 .5 100.0 55.0 29.0 14.5 .6 .9 100.0 3,444
CoCaiINe ..ivevserersan 80.0 19.7 .2 100.0 40.1 45,0 13.6 6 .B 100.0 3,910
Marljuana/Hashlsh ...... 88.6 11.4 - 100.0 61.9 23.9 12.0 1.1 1.1 100.0 457
Codeine_combinations .. . J ses ves o cas R s e ves JO 1
Dlphenxlhydant01n sodium ..... 71.3 28.7 - 100.0 64.3 29.6 5.2 - .9 100.0 115
Dlghen ydr%mlne Chiearaeenees 56.4 43.1 .5 100.0 69.9 20.9 4.6 2.4 2.2 100.0 369
Inhalants/SolventéiAéﬁéééié | 748 24.6 .7 100.0 69.6 15.2 10.9 2.9 1.4 100.0 138
Methylﬁ enidate ............. . L ce ves et N s e .. vas N 1
ther drugs ..... Ceeenanen 62.3 37.0 .6 100.0 65.1 26.0 6.3 1.1 1.5 100.0 1,413
DRUG UNKNOWN ' ............ Ciees 72.7 27.3 - 100.0 72.7 18.2 - - 9.1 100.0 11
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ........ 73.7 25.9 .4 100.0 59.3 27.5 11.5 .8 .9 100.0 | 20,375

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown" was the only substance mentioned.
2 Inpcludes opiates not specified as to type.

SQURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).

-26 -




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1
Table 2,13 - Percent distribution of drug mentions by age according to drug group: 1993

E Age (in years) Number
therapeutlc class by of
drug category mentions
6-11 12-17 18-25 26-34 35-44 45-54 55+ [Unknown { TOTAL
TRANQUILIZERS +.vvvuvevinnnansns - 0.3 5.7 22.2 43.2 15.6 12.3 0.7 100.0 1,131
Dlazepam [, [ . - .3 5.6 24.8 44.6 15.5 8.4 7 100.0 605
E IR B - .9 8.0 19.5 45.1 9.7 16.8 - 100.0 113
ch ord1azepox1de ererraaes - - 2.3 13.6 48.9 22.7 12.5 - 100.0 88
Clorazepate .......... . ces .. e s s ' e s o 1
Lorazepam o - - 16.7 36.7 13.3 30.0 3.3 100.0 30
Meprobam . - - 4.5 22,7 36.4 18.2 16.7 1.5 100.0 66
ot er/unspeclfled Pevserarsaes - 7.5 20.6 39.0 15.4 16.7 .9 100.0 228
NARCOTIC ANALGESICS +vverenvenes * 4 7.1 26.8 46.3 13.4 5.5 .4 100.0 5,876
Heroin/Morphine = ... ....uvnes - .3 7.7 28.2 47 .4 12.8 3.4 4 100.0 3,805
0-Propoxypneng «...eeeavaseaes - - 5.9 23.4 36.7 15.4 18.0 .8 100.0 338
Methadone «...ivviecornannnnsns - - 2.4 22.5 54.0 16.2 4,6 .2 100.0 457
Oxycudone DN - 2.1 8.3 27.1 35.4 12.5 14.6 - 100.0 48
[=3N51: SN ereriaesee .1 7 7.0 24.5 46.6 13.8 7.1 .2 100.0 990
Meperldlne fBei™. - 3.6 3.6 21.8 27.3 20.0 23.6 - 100.0 55
¥dromorphone seanse - - 9.5 23.8 23.8 19.0 23.8 - 100.0 21
o her/unspecxfled .. .. .6 1.2 10.5 29.0 31.5 17.3 9.9 - 100.0 162
NON-NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ..... vea - 1.8 7.1 22.1 35.7 17.2 16.2 4 100.0 476
Aspirin c..i.vvenne Peireeeasaes - 2.7 5.3 18.6 32.7 18.8 22.1 - 100.0 113
Acetaminophen ......... Ceseees - 1.0 8.3 22.6 36.5 15.6 15.83 7 100.0 301
Pentazocing ... eesseen Ceeene e Pes ces e R Ve e e ves -
Butalbital combinations'..... . . . s . s s ven L. 1
Other/unspecified ..... ensuee - - 4.9 26.2 36.1 23.0 9.8 - 100.0 61
NO& %ARBITURAFE SEDATIVES ...... - - 4.9 16.0 32.1 17.3 29.6 - 100.0 16?
etha P Cereaarens ves Ve e o s v . .. e
Fluragepam ................ . - - 6.7 8.9 17.8 24.4 42,2 - 100.0 45
0.T.C, sleep aids .....iiioin Ve . ‘e Ve v ves o ‘e s 1
Ethchlorvynol feire riseiares - - - 44.4 44.4 11.14 - - 100.0 9
Glutethimide .......vvvvevnnn . - - 21.4 14.3 50.0 14.3 - - 100.0 14
Chloral hydrate .....cceuvvenes vea “ea s ves ves Lo ces ‘e o 4
Other/unspecified ......... ces - - 2.3 15.9 34.1 15.9 31.8 - 100.0 88
ANTIDEPRESSANTS .....ccevuunn ves 1 1.3 6.6 20.6 39.1 17.3 14.8 1 100.0 1,419
Amitriptyling ......vivevveann - .5 5.2 18.3 43.8 16.8 15.8 - 100.0 404
Amitriptyline combinations™ ... oo ave S e e L. sa . ies -
DOXepin v.vevveinnns ereraeees 5 1.0 5.6 24.4 39.1 18.8 10.2 5 100.0 197
Fluoxetine .......... Charaerve - - 8.5 17.8 36.4 23.7 13.6 - 100.0 118
Imlpramlne ............ .. - 3.0 9.1 29,3 26.3 12.9 20.2 - 100.0 99
DesSipraming ,..veeesoes .8 5.5 11.0 22.8 31.5 15.0 13.4 - 100.0 127
Other/unspe01f1ed e - .8 6.1 19.2 40.5 17.3 15.8 .2 100.0 474
ANTIPSYCHOTICS ........... reeens - 1.4 8.2 12.1 38.6 24.2 14.5 1.0 100.0 207
Chlorpromazing ...ceevevevsess - 2.2 4.4 4.4 42.2 28.9 17.8 - 100.0 45
Thioridazine ....cvevuivvnnenes - 1.4 8.6 12.9 38.6 20.0 17.1 1.4 100.0 70
Haloperidol ........coouviienns - - 2B.6 28.6 14.3 28.6 - - 100.0 14
Trifluoperazing ............ ‘e - - - - 50.0 50.0 - - 100.0 4
Other/unspecified . eeeaes - 1.4 6.8 13.5 40.5 23.0 13.5 1.4 100.0 74
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES e .3 .8 5.4 17.1 37.3 16.4 22.3 .5 100.0 391
Phenobarbital ............. Ve .6 .6 4.7 18.3 40.8 16.6 17.2 1.2 100.0 169
Secobarbltal/Amobarbltal ceeen - - - - - - - - - -
Secobarbltal [ - - 4.8 7.9 27.0 14.3 46.0 - 100.0 63
Pentobarbital ,...... seresee - 3.3 10.0 6.7 26.7 16.7 36.7 - 100.0 30
Other/unspecified ....... e - .8 5.4 22.5 40.3 17.1 14.0 - 100.0 129
AMPHETAMINES Ceesreasaaraceanasn - .8 14.8 34.5 34.9 11.0 3.7 .3 100.0 644
Amphetamine. ,..... . - 4 15.8 34.0 34.7 1.2 3.5 4 100.0 259
Methamphetamlne/Speed .. - 1.0 14.1 34.8 34.8 11.0 3.9 .3 100.0 382
Other/unspecified ......cvvuen e ves e Ve ves ves Ve . e 3
HALLUCINOGENS . :.vuvnvononn. e - 1.4 24.8 39.5 28.6 4.8 1.0 - 100.0 210
Cg/PCP combinations ......... - 1.5 24.3 39.3 29.1 4.9 1.0 - 100.0 202
Other/Unspecified ... . . .. ! - - . - - - - - - -
OTHER DRUGS
Alcohol-in-combination ....... - .5 8.7 29.4 42.6 12.3 6.0 .5 100.0 ,444
COCALNE ..vvevrosnnonens veenen - .4 9.1 31.4 42.3 13.0 3.2 .6 100.0 3,910
"nr\xuana/Hashﬁsh ............ - 5.7 26.7 35.4 23.4 6.3 2.4 - 100.0 457
Coozine_combinations ........ N e ves “as N v Ve ces .. Lo
Dlphenxlhydant01n sodium ..... 1.7 .9 6.1 19.1 45.2 14.8 11.3 9 100.0 115
Dl@hen yd ramlng Caraereaereens - .8 10.3 16.3 36.0 19.8 16.0 8 100.0 369
Inhalants/SolventsIAerosols . - 5.1 16.7 24.6 26.8 13.8 13.0 - 100.0 138
Methyl henidate ........ Ceeea v ves R ces Ces I La s . L 1
other drugs .. ceenenn .1 .8 7.6 21.7 37.3 18.9 12.5 1.0 100.0 1,413
DRUG UNKNOWN creas - - 18.2 36.4 18.2 18.2 9.1 - 100.0 11
TOTAL PRUG MENTIONS ........ * 7 8.6 26.9 41.6 14.0 7.6 .5 100.0 | 20,375

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was repaorted and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

2 Includes opiates not specified as to type.
SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA !
Table 2.14 - Percent distribution of drug mentions by cause of death according to drug group: 1993

Cause of death
Drug g X Number of
therapeutlc class by Direct - |Direct - [Drug and |Drug and Drug and mentions
drug category single {multiple hy51o~ extérnal ical | Unknown TOTAL
drig drugs gical physical |disorder
condition| event
TRANQUILIZERS ..... 1.1 71.7 7.5 15.7 2.0 1.9 100.0 1,131
Diazepam .eveverrireniessn .3 71.7 7.9 16.7 1.8 1.5 100.0 ' 605
Erazola ..... 1.8 79.6 3.5 11.58 1.8 1.8 100.0 113
Ch ordlazepox1de o - 70.5 11.4 13.6 2.3 2.8 100.0 a8
Clorazepate ....... s cos o cas Ve cen I 1
Lorazepam gl 3.3 73.3 8.7 16.7 - - 100.0 30
R tasentanaenes 1.5 81.8 6.1 9.1 - 1.5 100.0 66
EP/UHSDElele eeessiaan 3.1 64.9 7.5 18.0 3.5 3.1 100.0 228
NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ...vvvvvuvas 5.7 80.3 5.5 4.7 2.7 1.0 100.0 5,876
Heroin/Morphine = ....vvvvnans 7.5 81.1 3.9 4.0 2.4 1.1 100.0 3,805
d-Propoxyphene ...... s 3.3 80.2 6.5 8.3 .9 .9 100.0 338
Methadona . fans 4.8 67.6 12.7 7.2 6.8 .9 100.0 457
Oxycodone ......... ves - 87.5 4.2 6.3 - 2.1 100.0 48
odeine ...... sene .2 86.3 6.8 4.1 1.9 4 100.0 990
Meperldlne L 3.6 52.7 20.0 9.1 12.7 1.8 100.0 55
¥dromor PHONE 4overnnnrnnvrres 4.8 61.9 4.8 23.8 4.8 - 100.0 21
Other/unspecified .....cvevnus 4.9 72.8 9.9 8.0 2.5 1.9 100.0 162
NON- NARGOTIG ANALGESICS ....huss 6.9 70.0 8.8 10.7 2.1 1.5 100.0 476
Aspircin ... [ e 18.6 65.5 8.0 4.4 2.7 .9 100.0 113
écegaménophen eeereanrrsbians 3.0 74.4 7.0 11.8 2.3 1.7 100.0 301
entaz ves cen cee vee .. cee . vee -
Butalbital combinations ...... e . ‘s .. s Sos 1
Other/unspecified ........ Prae 4.9 55.7 19.7 18.0 - 1.6 100.0 61
NON- BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ...... 3.1 78.4 4.9 11.1 .8 1.9 100.0 16%
. 4.4 73.3 2.2 15.6 2.3 2.2 100.0 4
1904 55.6 223 19174 il vl 1000
. 100.0 - - - - 100.0 12
2.3 8017 5.7 102 : 14 100.0 88
ANTIDEPRESSANTS ..vvvivrnnnnrsns 5.0 78.4 7.0 6.3 1.9 1.3 100.0 1,419
itriptyline . ovuiiiene Coen 3.2 79.0 9.7 4.5 2.7 1.0 100.0 404
Amitriptyline combinations ... cos ces ves P cos L. R -
Doxepin ... 7.6 81.2 4.1 3.6 1.5 2.0 100.0 197
Fluoxetine . 1.7 72.0 10.2 13.6 .8 1.7 100.0 118
Imlpramlne . . 7.1 80.8 3.0 7.1 2.0 - 100.0 99
Desipraming ,..eoveceavceanyas 11.0 76.4 4.7 7.1 - .8 100.0 127
0ther/unspec1f1ed Ceeeasesenes 4.2 78.3 6.8 7.0 2.1 1.7 100.0 474
ANTIPSYCHOTICS ......... v 2.9 72.5 15.5 5.3 1.4 2.4 100.0 207
Chlorpromazineg ....... 11.1 66.7 13.3 4.4 2.2 2.2 100.0 45
Thioridazipe ... 1.4 72.9 17.1 5.7 1.4 1.4 100.0 70
Haloperidol , . - 78.6 14.3 74 - - 100.0 14
Trif uopera21ne . . - 100.0 - - - - 100.0 4
Other/unspecified ......... e - 73.0 16.2 5.4 1.4 4.1 100.0 74
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES .......... 5.9 71.6 4.9 11.5 3.8 2.3 100.0 391
Phenobarbital .......ccoenvens 3.6 71.6 7.7 8.9 5.3 3.0 100.0 169
Secobarbital/Amobarbitai” . - - - - - - - -
Secobarbital ....... 20.6 68.3 3.2 7.9 - - 100.0 63
Pentobarbital . eaaen 10.0 63.3 - 16.7 6.7 3.3 100.0 30
Other/unspec1f1ed e .8 75.2 3.1 15.5 3.1 2.3 100.0 129
AMPHETAMINES [P .8 46.9 14.4 32.8 1.9 3.1 100.0 644
Amphetamine ,....... . - 46.7 14.3 34.7 1.2 3.1 100.0 259
MethamphetamlnelSpeed ...... . 1.6 46.9 14.7 31.4 2.4 3.1 100.0 382
Other/unspecified . cebeees ven e ‘e ‘e ‘es e ves 3
HALLUCINOGENS ...... PPN 2.9 52.4 6.2 35,2 1.9 1.4 100.0 210
PCP/PCR combinations . . 2.4 53.4 6.3 34.5 1.9 1.5 100.0 202
bRherjinspecitiod : e e oe e .. I 4
OTHER DBRUGS
Alcohol-in-combination ..... . - 72.0 5.5 19.2 1.8 1.5 100.0 3,444
Coca1 1 T Ceaieanes 5.9 60.7 9.8 18.4 4.0 1.1 100.0 3,910
Marl]uana/Hashlsh Ceaaes . 2 30.2 10.5 56.2 .9 2.0 100.0 457
Codelne_combinations , . e ces .. ... e sas .o 1
Dlphenxlhydantoln sodlum . 1.7 47.8 13.9 25,2 7.8 3.5 100.0 115
Dlghen ydgaméng RN . 2.4 65.0 14.6 13.6 2.7 1.6 100.0 369
di i . - - - - - - - -
Inhalants/solvents/Aerosols . 23.2 42.0 i2.3 20.3 - 2.2 100.0 138
ethylg enidate ... cieveiinin o ‘e L ces s fey 1
ther drugs ..oevseenennns 3.1 65.5 15.3 1.9 2.2 2.0 100.0 1,413
DRUG UNKNOWN 1 ........ eeeenees . 54,5 - 18.2 18.2 9.1 100.0
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... .. 4.0 69.8 8.1 14.1 2.6 1.4 100.0 20,375

menl angécludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance
1
2. Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data ‘file).

-98-




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.15 - Percent distribution of drug mentions by manner of death
according to drug group: 1993

Manner of death
Drug E Number of
therapeutlc class by . mentions
drug category Accidental/ Suicide Other/unknown TOTAL
unexpected
TRANQUILIZERS vvvevirrsnnnnannns 47.0 30.2 22.8 100.0 1,181
Dlazepam B vees 52,1 26.4 21.5 100.0 605
E . 38.1 40.7 21.2 100.0 113
ch ordlazepox1de . 42.0 23.9 34.1 100.0 88
Clorazepate ........ . ses Lss  as o 1
LOrazepam ooevvveevivanarinnss 48.7 50.0 3.3 100.0 30
Meprobamate ,...coeve0en resese 43.9 28.8 27.3 100.0 66
ot er/unspec1f1ed Ceasiianeras 40.8 35.1 24.1 100.0 228
NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ...... eeens 68.1 9.2 22,7 100.0 5,876
Heroin/Merphine < ........ 73.3 4.5 22.3 100.0 3,805
d-Propoxyphene ..... TR 38.2 39.6 22.2 100.0 338
Methadone ... 67.2 6.8 26.0 100.0 457
Oxycodone ... 35.4 39.6 25.0 100.0 48
odeinge ..... 66.1 12.0 21.9 100.0 990
Meperldlne HC1 eras 36.4 25.5 38.2 100.0 55
¥dromor PhONE s vvvuuvrenveanss 33.3 52.4 14.3 100.0 21
Other/unspecified ........... . 50.6 25.3 24.1 100.0 162
NON-NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ........ 25.8 48.5 25.6 100.0 476
Aspirin . tareeses 21.2 54.9 23.9 100.0 113
Acetamlnophen ‘e . 25.6 47.5 26.9 100.0 301
Pentazs-iipe ces ves N ves -
Butalbital combinations .. ... ooy ' s ' e
Other/unspecified ......ovvuus 34.4 42.6 23.0 100.0 61
NON-BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ...... 30.2 54.9 14.8 100.0 162
Methaqualone ............. s Lo e ‘e 1
Flurazepam ... 26.7 60.0 13.3 100.0 45
C. sleep aids L. ces L. J 1
Ethchlorvynol a3. 3 44.4 22.2 100.0 9
Glutethimide .... . 71.4 14.3 14.3 100.0 14
Chloral hydrate ...... . sy e .. 4
Other/unspecified ..... ceereas 25.0 59.1 15.9 100.0 88
ANTIDEPRESSANTS .......... ceanae 27.6 50.7 21.7 100.0 1,419
Amitriptyline . cee 33.4 42.8 23.8 100.0 404
Amitriptyline combinations ... cee ses aes vos -
Doxepin ..... 29.4 52.3 18.3 100.0 197
Fluoxetine .... . 27.1 45.8 27.1 100.0 118
Imlpramlne cees . 9.1 73.7 17.2 100.0 99
Desipra . 13.4 69.3 17.3 100.9 127
Other/unsp901fled erarerreras 29.7 48.1 22.2 100.0 474
ANTIPSYCHOTICS ...vvvvvnnnnarans 35.7 34.8 29.5 100.0 207
Chlorpromazine ..... . 33.3 35.6 31.1 100.0 45
Thioridazine ... 35.7 30.0 34.3 100.0 70
Haloperidol ..... 57.1 35.7 741 100.0 14
Trifluoperazine . 25.0 75.0 - 100.0 4
Other/unspecified . cereean 33.8 36.5 29.7 100.0 74
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ..... eees 34.0 47.6 18.4 100.0 391
Phenobarbital ......,cepenenen 42,86 39.1 18.3 100.0 169
Secobarbltal/Amobarbltal Cenes - - - - -
Secobarbital . 20.6 66.7 12.7 100.0 63
Pentobarbital ,..... 10.0 73.3 16.7 100.0 30
Other/unspecified .. 34.9 43.4 21.7 100.0 129
AMPHETAMINES TN 66.9 20.0 13.0 100.0 644
66.8 22.0 11.2 100.0 259
66.8 18.8 14.4 100.0 385
64.8 18.7 19.5 100.0 210
64.6 16.0 19.4 100.0 202
OTHER DRUGS
Alcohol-in- comblnatlon Cerenes 62.2 16.9 20.9 100.0 3,444
COCRING tuvevrssrnsrensnnes eae 68.6 9.8 21.5 100.0 3,910
MarljuanalHashlsh ereees 59.5 241 16.4 100.0 457
Codeine_combinations ,........ “es sae ces ‘e 1
Diphenylhydantoin sodium ..... 48.7 20.0 31.3 100.0 115
81 hen ydramlng [N 35.5 40.1 24.4 100.0 369
Ig?a%anﬁs/Sglvents/Aerosols . 44.2 39.1 16.7 100.0 13?
tﬁer drugs coeeiiioeneen 33.1 28.5 38.4 100.0 1,413
DHUG UNKNOWN 1 ....... TR 54.5 18.2 27.3 100.0 1
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ........ 57.4 19.9 22.7 100.0 20,875

menllone301Udes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance
2 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA !

Table 2.16 - Percent distribution of drug mentions by route of administration according to drug group: 1993
Route of drug administration
thergrggtgc g gss b N”mﬁer g
mentions
dng category Y Oral |Injection| Inhaled | Smoked 2} Sniffed | Othe { Unknown TOTAL
multiple
TRANQUILIZERS tvivnvnrvensonnnne 32.9 1.9 - . 0.2 2.2 62.9 100.0 1,131
Dlazepam e 34.9 2.0 - - - 2.0 61.2 100.0 605
E et eraser s nasee 38.1 - - N - .9 61.1 100.0 113
ordlazepox1de beseesannsans 21.6 5.7 - - - - 72.7 100.0 a8
Cloraze ate .. TR “os ees es e pes en ) e sos 1
Lorazepam ‘e vreee .. 26.7 - - . - - 73.3 100.0 30
Rrobamate veeae o 36.4 - - - - 7.6 56.1 100.0 66
ther/unspecified ............ 29.4 1.8 - . .9 3.1 64.9 100.0 228
NARCOTIC ANALGESICS .vcevvrvares 9.4 25.6 N 4 .9 1.0 62.7 100.0 5,876
Heroin/Morphine ¥ ............ 2.8 33.8 A .6 1.2 1.1 60.4 100.0 3,805
d-Propoxyp BNE vrvvrvrrannienn 45.6 1.5 - - - 1.5 51.5 100.0 338
Methadone veevevsnnerennnnnas 16.0 5.5 - - 4 .2 77.9 100.0 457
Oxycodone et eeerae et araee 41.7 - - - - 2.1 56.3 100.0 48
Codeine ....ovee 13.8 16.7 A - .3 .8 68.3 100.0 990
Meperldlne HCL . 29.1 9.1 - “ - - 61.8 100,0 855
¥ romorphone .. .. 9.5 8.5 - « - - 81.0 100.0 21
0 her/unspec1f1ed Cerrieenians 27.2 9.9 - - - - 63.0 100.0 162
NON- NAHCOTIC ANALGESICS .o vveee 45.2 1.1 - - - .6 53,2 100.0 476
Aspir Pesea st e e au s csente 39.8 1.8 - - - - 58.4 100.0 113
Acetamlnophen Cisatrseacsaeana 46.5 1.0 - - - .0 51.5 100.0 301
Pentazocine ... eene o v e e Ve . e e -
Butalbital combinations ...... .. . ves e ves vee sas s 1
Other/unspecified ............ 47.5 - - - - - 52,5 100.0 61
NON-BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ...... 44.4 1.9 - - - .6 53.1 100.0 162
Methaqualone ....ovivvvevinnnes e e . e iee e i ses 1
FIUrAZEPAM v oosorrnesosnanranse 46.7 - - - - 2.2 §1.1 100.0 45
0.T.C, Sleep aids ...veenvnnss Le . . Ve ves Ve e ses 1
Ethchiorvynol +...iieeiiniis 55.6 - - - - - 44.4 100.0 9
lutethimide ..vooevevenesenes 35.7 - . - - - 64.3 100.0 4
Chloral hydrate [ \ sas ves e ‘e ven Ve e 4
Other/unspecified ............ 42.0 2.8 - . - - 55.7 100.0 88
ANTIDEPRESSANTS Cheearrrens veens 43.5 .6 - - 2.1 53.7 100.0 1,419
Amitriptyline Ve 40.6 7 . - - 7 57.9 100.0 404
Amltrlptyllne combinations’ ... s e ves e . o ces ser -
DOXEPIN vvsvnesrnarasiaonnnnns 50.8 1.0 - - - 3.0 45.2 100.0 197
Fluoxetine ... 50.0 .8 - - - .8 48.3 160.0 118
Imipramine ... 54.5 - - - - - 45.5 100.0 99
Desipramine ... 52.8 - - - - 1.6 45,7 100.0 127
Otherlunspec1fled 36.5 .6 - .2 - 3.8 58.9 100.0 474
ANTIPSYCHOTICS vevvvverernanaans 31.4 5 - - - 1.0 67.1 100.0 207
Chlorpromazine ....... Crheeaes 48.9 - . - - 2.2 48.9 100.0 45
Thioridazine ....eevsvevreenne 22.9 - - - - - 77.1 100.90 70
Halgperidol ,..vvvivavnnvienss 28.6 - - - - 7.1 64.3 100.0 14
Trifluoperazine ........cooees 75.0 - - - - - 25.0 100.0 4
Other/unspecified ............ 27.0 1.4 - - - - 71.6 100.0 74
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES .......... 40.7 2.6 - - - 1.5 55.2 100.0 391
Phengbarbital . cee 35.5 4.1 - - - 2.4 58.0 100.0 169
Secobarbltal/Amobarbltal s - - - - - - - N -
Secobarbital «.eeiviriiiaiainn 60.3 - - - - - 39.7 100.0 63
Pentobarbital ,...csev0e0iuen 36.7 6.7 - - - - 56.7 100.0 30
Other/unspecified ........ vans 38.8 .8 - - - 1.6 58.9 100.0 129
AMPHETAMINES hevareeares 3.7 12.0 .2 2.6 .9 .9 79.7 100.0 644
phetam 4.2 9.3 - 3.1 .8 2.3 80.3 100.0 259
Methamphetamlne/Speed 3.4 13.9 .3 2.4 1.0 - 79.1 100.0 382
Other/unspecifigd ..,vievvuvsn Ve e Ve e e vea Ve e 3
HALLUCINOGENS Cieaeass .5 1.0 - 1.4 - 1.9 95,2 100.0 210
PCP/PCP comblnatlons Ceerraase ,5 1.0 - 1.5 - 1.5 95.6 100.0 202
Other/unspeclfled Cereresieaas - - - - - - - - -
OTHER DRUGS

Alcohol-in-combination .....,.] 100.0 - - - - - 100.0 3,444
Cocaine ...... Cevesnesaaas 1.2 12.6 1.0 3.9 3.7 9.3 68. 4 100.0 3,910
Marljuana/Hashlsh g .7 - 1.1 18.6 - 7 79.0 100.0 457
Codelne_combinations ,...... ‘o Ve . e e ves o 1
Dlphenx hydant01n sodxum e 29,6 .8 - - - .9 68, 7 100.0 115
Di, hgn ydr%mlng et evesenasre 27.86 .8 - - - .3 71. 100.0 369
C. diet aids ......eens . - - - - - - - -
Inhalants/Solvents/Aerosols e 5.1 - 44.2 - 3.6 7 46.4 100.0 138
Methylg enidate .......... Ves L Ve ve s ver ves ‘e Loy 1
ther drugs Cerrrrvasianes 20.0 3.5 4 [ N .8 74.6 100.0 1,413
DRUG UNKNOWN 1 L. ..iiiivevinnnss - 27.3 9.1 - - 9.1 54.5 100.0 11
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ........ 29,4 10.7 .6 1.4 1.0 2.5 54.3 100.0 20,375

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

2 Includes freebase.

3 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE:

-30-

Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1984 data file).




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.17 - Percent distribution of drug mentions by number of other drugs used in combination according
to drug group: 1983

Number of other drugs used in episode
Drug g E Number of
therapeutlc class by mentions
drug category None One Two Threeeor TOTAL
mor
TRANQUILIZERS . . 2.9 15.6 26.4 55.0 100.0 1,131
1azepam . 1.8 16.0 28.8 83.4 100.0 605
Eraz . . 3.5 22.1 23.0 51.3 100.0 113
ord1azepox1de ................ 2.3 8.0 35.2 54.5 100.0 88
Clorazepa € ieenn J PN . ves . as e Vs sy 1
Lorazepam .......... s 3.3 23.3 6.7 66.7 100.0 30
R .......... Ciesaneaes 1.6 6.1 10.6 81.8 100.0 66
er/unspecxfled Ceeencrinnes 6.1 16.2 25.4 52.2 100.0 228
NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ...... 9.0 31.1 31.2 28.7 100.0 5,876
Heroin/Morphine 114 36.6 31.0 21.3 100.0 3,805
d-Propoxyp ene . 7.4 17.8 26.8 48.2 100.0 338
Methadone ..... . 10.1 33.0 33.7 23.2 100.0 457
Oxycodone i - 8.3 18.8 72.9 100.0 48
Codeil Ve e 1.1 17.2 35.2 46.6 100.0 930
Meperldlne ReiTioiiiiinin P 21.8 18.2 18.2 41.8 100.0 &5
¥dromorphone cevane Ceitreaeernen 4.8 47.6 28.6 19.0 100.0 21
Other/unspecified ............ ves 6.8 17.9 24.1 51.2 100.0 162
NON -NARCOTIC ANALGESICS 10.3 19.5 21.6 48.5 100.0 476
Aspirin ....avn 20.4 31.0 15.9 32.7 100.0 113
Acetamlnophen Ve . 5.0 15.0 23.9 56.1 100.0 3
Pentazocine ....c.ievveenas e I ‘s N Cen s -
Butalbital comblnatlons ......... L. L. L. 1
Other/unspecified .........c.c0nn 18.0 19.7 21.3 41.0 100.0 61
NON- BARBITbRATE SEDATIVES ......... 6.8 16.0 20.4 56.8 100.0 162
Methaqualone ..... . o N ca P L 1
Flurazepam ....... 8.9 26.7 20.0 44.4 100.0 45
.C. sleep aids i i o s Cas 1
Ethchlorvyno 11.9 11.1 11.1 66.7 100.0 9
Glutethimide ....... - 21.4 28.6 50.0 100.0 14
Chloral hydrate . e o . L ..
Other/unspecified . 6.8 10.2 20.% 62.5 100.0 88
ANTIDEPRESSANTS tiviveviinennnnnn .. 7.7 18.9 25,2 48.2 100.0 1,419
AMLtriptyline «.ovivevrresneranns . 3.7 18.1 24.8 563.5 100.0 404
Am1tr1pty11ne comblnatlons RN ces o Sa ces Ces -
DOXepPin \viviiineniann 20.3 19.8 25.9 34.0 100.0 197
Fluoxetine ....vvvvvuenns 4.2 16.1 25.4 54.2 100.0 118
Inlpramlne ..... .. . 8.1 24.2 22.2 45.5 100.0 a9
DESIPramineg ,..cocesevovencaonnss 12.6 25.2 25.2 37.0 100.0 127
Other/unsp861f1ed e eseresns ‘e 5.3 17.1 25.9 51.7 100.0 474
.. 5.3 17.4 20.3 57.0 100.0 207
13.3 26.7 24,4 35.6 100.0 45
4.3 12.8 21.4 61.4 100.0 70
. - 28,6 21.4 50.0 100.0 14
Trifluoperazing ..vvveeevenvesooss - 25.0 25.0 50.0 100.0 4
Other/unspecified ...........co0. 2.7 18.5 16.2 67.6 100.0 74
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES P 8.7 20.7 23.3 47.3 100.0 391
Phenobarbital ............ 5.9 23.7 26.0 44.4 100.0 169
SecobarbltallAmobarbltal - - - - - -
Secobarbital ... 22,2 25.4 20.6 31.7 100.0 63
Pentobarbital , . 23.3 26.7 16.7 33.3 100.0 30
Other/unepeclfled e 2.3 13.2 22.5 62.0 100.0 129
AMPHETAMINES ....... Serterererees .. 6.5 40.1 24.7 28.7 100.0 644
Amphetamin erenceaes 2.3 42.5 25.5 29.7 100.0 259
Methamphetamlne/Speed eeraareaes 9.4 38.5 24.1 28.0 100.0 382
Other/unspecified .........0:00s e vee ces vee e 3
HALLUCINOGENS Y 14.3 31.4 25.7 28.6 100.0 210
P/FCP combinations . 13.6 32.0 25.7 100.0 202
0ther/unspec1f1ed ........ e - - - - - -
OTHER DRUGS
Alcohol-in-combination .......... - 47.3 34.5 18.1 100.0 3,444
Cocaine i hnanane 23.4 35.3 24,4 17.0 100.0 3,810
MarlJuana/Hashlsh Ve 26.9 37.9 21.0 14.2 100.0 457
Codelne_combinations o ces s i Ly 1
Dlphenxlhydant01n sodium’ 13.9 27.0 26.1 33.0 100.0 115
Dlghen yd ramlnd e . 6.5 16.3 25.7 51.5 100.0 369
Inhalants/Solvents/Aerosols P 29.7 29.7 23.9 16.7 100.0 138
ethy R enid Sersresaraseenes ses oo ces y e L 1
other drugs eerre fedaranena 6.6 18.3 25.3 49.8 100.0 1,413
DRUG UNKNOWN L - 90.9 9.1 - 100.0 11
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ......cvvus 10.1 31.5 28.1 30.3 100.0 20,375

menl onEéf‘ludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown® was the only substance
ione

2 Includes opiates not specified as to type.
SQURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 2.18 - Mentions of top 15 drugs reported in combination:
{Based on episodes involving two or more drugs)

1993
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Heroin/Morphine 2.............. 1,739
Alcohol-in-combination ......... 1,579 ,779
COOBINE svvveneernnnennnessnnns 351 820 406
Diazepam ...vevvrareiecnrnenanns 163 242 198 101
Marijuana/Hashish .............. 125 101 176 9 31
Methadone ..... Cerarsennaaesenns 186 154 123 30 63 8
Amitriptyline ....ivvinniennnnnn 81 93 125 43 52 3 40
Methamphetamine/Speed .......... 76 87 102 40 23 7 6 7
Diphenhydraming ......cveeveenes a8 123 128 62 43 13 14 28 4
Nortriptyline .....ccovvvnvnnenes 66 78 96 30 32 3 29 265 6 25
D-Propoxypheng ......coveenvanes 70 79 40 76 4 14 31 9 34 17
Acetaminophen ........covvvuenen 40 83 64 62 45 5 7 21 3 45 20 71
Amphetamine ........... heeseenas a4 52 60 21 10 6 3 4 236 2 5 5
PCP/PCP Combinations ........... 87 75 83 25 9 4 5 3 10 5 4 4

1 Excludes cases in which AIDS was reported.

2 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOQURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 2.19 - Two-way drug combinations mentioned most frequently in drug abuse deaths: 1993
(Based on episodes involving two or more drugs)
Drug involvement key
Frequency Drug combination
Cocaine Heroin/ Codeine Diazepam | d-Propox- | Amitrip-
morphine yphene tyline
1,779 Alc.-in-comb. - Heroin/morphine X
1,739 Cocaine - Heroin/morphine X X
1,579 Alc.-in-comb., - Cocaine X
820 Codeine - Heroin/morphine X X
406 Alc.-in-comb. - Codeine X
351 Cocaine - Codeine X X
265 Amitriptyline - Nortriptyline X
242 Diazepam - Heroin/morphine X X
236 Amphetamine - Methamphet./speed
198 Alc.-in-comb. - Diazepam X
186 Cocaine - Methadone X
176 Alc.-in-comb. - Marijuana/hashish
166 Heroin/morphine - Quinine X
163 Cocaine - Diazepam X X
154 Heroin/morphine - Methadone X
128 Alc.-in-comb. - Diphenhydramine
125 Cocaine - Marijuana/hashish X
125 Alc.-in-comb. - Amitriptyline X
123 Diphenhydramine - Heroin/morphine X
123 Alc.-in-comb, - Methadone
112 Cocaine - Quinine X
102 Alc.-in-comb. - Methamphet./speed
101 Heroin/morphine - Marijuana/hashish X
101 Codeine - Diazepam X X
a8 Cocaine - Lidocaine X
98 Cocaine - Diphenhydramine X
25 Alc.-in-comt. - Nortriptyline
93 Amitriptyline - Heroin/morphine X X
87 Cocaine - PCP/PCP Combinations X
87 Heroin/morphine - Methamphet./speed X
83 Heroin/morphire - Lidocaine X
a3 Acetaminophen - Heroin/morphine X
83 Alc.-in-comb. - PCP/PCP Combinations
81 Amitriptyline - Cocaine X X
79 Ale.-in-comb. - d-Propoxyphene X
78 Heroin/morphine - Nortriptyline X
76 Cocaine - Methamphet./speed b
76 d-Propoxyphene - Diazepam X X
75 Heroin/morphine - PCP/PCP Combinations X
73 Alc.-in-comb. - Quinine
7 Acetaminophen - d-Propoxyphene X
70 d-Propoxyphene - Heroin/morphine X X
€8 Alc.-in-comb. - Doxepin
67 Desipramine - Imipramine
66 Cocaine - Nortriptyline X
64 Acetaminophen - Alc.-in-comb.
63 Diazepam - WMethadone X
62 Acetaminophen - Codeine X
62 Codeine - Diphenhydramine X
60 Alc.-in-comb. - Amphetamine
59 Heroin/morphine - Phenobarbital X
£6 Heroin/morphine - Unspec Benzodiazepin X
54 Cocaine - d-Propoxyphene X X
54 Alc.-in-comb. - Unspec Benzodiazepin
52 Amphetamine - Heroin/morphine X
52 Amitriptyline - Diazepam X X
51 Alc.-in-comb. - Phenobarbital
438 Alc.-in-comb. - Lidocaine
45 Acetaminophen - Diphenhydramine
45 Acetaminophen - Diazepam b
43 Diazepam - Diphenhydramine X
43 Amitriptyline - Codeine X X
42 Carisoprodol - Meprobamate
41 Amphetamine - . Cocaine X
4 Chlordiazepoxide - Diazepam X
40 Acetaminophen - Cocaine X
40 Amitriptyline - Methadone X
40 Mesoridazine - Thioridazine
40 Codeine - Methamphet./speed X

; See footnotes at end of table.
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

|
’ NOTE:
\
|

Mentions of heroinesmorphine include opiates not specified as to type.

cocaine-heroin.

Excluss cases in which AIDS was reported.

SOURCE:

-34 -

Three-drug episodes generate three paired entries; four-drug episodes, six entries.
which cocaine, heroin and alcchol are mentioned results in three entries:
Within pairs, drugs are listed alphabetically.

Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).

Table 2.19 - Two-way drug combinations mentioned mnsi frequently in drug abuse deaths: 1993
(Based on episodes involving two or more drugs)
Drug involvement key
Frequency Drug combination
Cocaine Heroin/ Codeine Diazepam | d-Propox- | Amitrip-
morphine yphene tyline
40 Codeine d-Propoxyphene X X
40 Alc.-in-comb. Chlordiazepoxide
40 Alc.-in-comb. Fluoxetine
39 Cocaine Phenobarbital X
39 Doxepin Heroin/morphine X
39 Cocaine Unspec Benzodiazepin X
38 Hydantoin Phenobarbital j
36 Diazepam Unspec Benzodiazepin b
36 Alc.-in-comb. Desipramine
34 Cocaine Doxepin X
34 d-Propoxyphene Diphenhydramine X
33 Alc.-in-comb. Alprazolam
32 Chlordiazepoxide Heroin/morphine X
32 Diazepam Nortriptyline X
32 Diazepam Temazepam X
31 Diazepam Marijuana/hashish X
31 Amitriptyline d-Propoxyphene X X
31 Diazepam Oxazepam X
31 Alprazolam Heroin/morphine X
31 Alc,-in-comb. Imipramine
30 Codeine Methadone X
30 Codeine Nortriptyline X
30 Codeine Quinine X
29 Butalbital Heroin/morphine X
29 Methadone Nortriptyline
29 Acetaminophen Hydrocodone
29 Butalhital Codeine X
28 Amitriptyline Diphenhydramine X
27 Cocaine Hydantoin X
27 Herain/morphine Hydrocodone X
27 Alprazolam d-Propoxyphene X
26 Heroin/morphine Hydantoin X
26 Diazepam Hydrocodone X
26 Codeine Phenobarbital X
25 Diphenhydramine Nortriptyline
25 Codeine PCP/PCP Combinations X
25 Oxazepam Temazepam
23 Diazepam Methamphet./speed X
23 Alc.-in-comb. Secobarbital
22 Alec.-in-comb. Hydantoin
21 Chlorpheniraming Cocaine b3
21 Dextromethorphan Heroin/morphine X
21 Acetaminophen Amitriptyline X
21 Amphetamine Codeine X
21 Codeine Hydrocodone X
21 Acetaminophen Oxycodone
21 Alc.-in-comb. Butalbital
20 Aspirin Heroin/morphine X
20 Heroin/morphine Meprobamate X
20 Acetaminophen Nortriptyline
20 Alc.-in-comb. Aspirin
20 Alc.-in-comb. Thioridazine
20 Alc,-in-comb, Doxylamine Succinate
Drug abuse episodes involving more than two mentions contribute multiple pairs to the data in this table.

For example, an episode in
alcohol-cocaine, alcohol-heroin and




3. DRUG ABUSE DEATHS AND DRUG MENTIONS IN 1893 ACCORDING TO
METROPOLITAN AREA

This chapter presents data on drug abuse deaths and drug mentions that occurred in 19983 in the
43 metropolitan areas covered by the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN). Comparisons of DAWN
drug abuse deaths across metropolitan areas should be made with caution, since ME cases vary by area
and reporting practices are not consistent. Within each area, numbers of deaths and drug mentions are
shown according to patient demographic characteristics. There were no drug abuse deaths reported for
Casper, WY; for this reason there is no separate presentation of data from the Casper area in this
chapter.

The metropolitan areas with the greatest numbers of drug abuse deaths in 1993 were New York
(1,468), Los Angeles (1,083), Philadelphia (759), Chicago (570}, Baltimore (407), and Dallas (405).

Cocaine, the drug mentioned most frequently in drug abuse deaths in the overall data, was the top-
ranking drug in Atlanta, Birmingham, Detroit, Las Vegas, Miami, New Orleans, New York, Newark,
Philadelphia, and San Antonio. Cocaine ranked second in Baltimore, Chicago, Dallas, Indianapolis,
Kansas City, Los Angeles, Norfolk, Oklahoma City, St. Louis, San Francisco, and Wilmington; it was tied
for second in Minneapolis. In the overall data, cocaine was reported in 46 percent of ME cases. Among
the 43 metropolitan areas, the proportion of drug abuse deaths involving cocaine was 83 percent in
Miami, 71 percent in Birmingham, 67 percent in Newark, 61 percent in Baltimore and in San Antonio, and
60 percent in New Orleans.

Heroin/morphine, the second-ranked drug in ME cases in 1993, was the top-ranking drug in
Baltimore, Boise, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, Norfolk, Portland, Providence, San Diego, San
Francisco, and Seattle; it was tied for first in Nashua. Heroin/morphine ranked second in Buffalo,
Cleveland, Denver, New York, Newark, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Salt Lake City, and Washington, DC; it
also tied for second in Minneapolis. Overall, heroin/morphine was reported in 45 percent of ME cases in
1993. Heroin/morphine was reported in 74 percent of drug abuse deaths in Baltimore, 65 percent in
Seattle, and 62 percent in Newark.

Alcohol-in-combination was mentioned in 40 percent of ME cases overall in 1993 and was the
third-ranked drug. It ranked first in Anchorage, Buffalo, Cleveland, Dallas, Denver, indianapoliis, Kansas
City, Louisville, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Oklahoma City, Omaha, Phaenix, St. Louis, Salt Lake City,
Washington, and Wilmington; it tied for first in Nashua. Alcohol-in-combination ranked second in Atlanta,
Birmingham, Boise, Boston, Detroit, Las Vegas, Miami, New Orleans, Portland, Providence, San Antonio,
and Seattle. Alcchol-in-combination was reported in connection with 70 percent of ME cases in Buffale
58 percent in San Antonio, 51 percent in Indianapolis, and 48 percent both in Cleveland and in Chicago.

Codeine was the fourth-ranked drug overall and was mentioned in connection with 12 percent of
ME cases in 1993. Among the 43 metropolitan areas from which DAWN collects ME data, codeine was
reported in 49 percent of drug abuse deaths in San Diego, 29 percent in Chicago, 27 percent in Portland,
24 percent in Providence, and 21 percent in Boston.
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Table 3.

ALL DAWN ME JURISDICTIONS 1

MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

01 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category according to
age, race/ethnicity, and sex: 1993

Age Race/ethnicity
Drug category TOTAL 2 8-17 years 18-34 years | 35 and older White Black Other 3

Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male [Female Male [Female

Acetaminophen .......... 301 2 1 54 38 102 101 128 113 20 17 10 9
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 3,444 15 1 1,076 232 | 1,882 405 | 1,511 375 787 210 472 45
Alprazolam ........couuse 113 - 1 23 8 32 49 48 57 6 1 1 -
Apitriptyline .......... 404 1 1 55 40 157 148 1863 129 41 46 8 14
Amitriptyline comb. .... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Amphetamine ............ 259 1 - a6 31 102 26 161 53 7 2 28 2
ASpirin c.ieiieiinninaen 113 1 2 18 8 37 45 36 45 11 8 9 1
Butalbital combinations 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Chloral hydrate ........ 4 - - 1 - 2 1 3 - - - - 1
Chlordiazepoxide ....... 88 - - 7 7 54 20 44 23 10 4 5 -
Chlorpromazing ......... 45 1 - 2 2 26 14 23 14 4 2 2 -
Clorazepate ..... Cereees 1 - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - -
Cocaine ...... [ 3,910 16 111,222 356 | 1,872 410 | 1,280 283 | 1,344 411 485 71
Codeine .....eeovvuvunnn 990 5 3 238 74 514 152 450 141 19 72 110 16
Codeine comblnatlons . 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
d-Propoxyphene ......... 338 - - 57 42 132 105 166 131 18 13 5 2
Desipraming ....vviees “e 127 5 2 26 16 37 39 58 48 7 8 3 4
Diazepam .....o.ovuvnes . 605 2 - 137 46 287 128 352 150 48 19 20 5
Diphenhydramine ...... 369 1 2 58 40 147 117 148 109 45 32 14 15
Diphenylhydantoin sod1um 115 2 1 21 8 59 23 50 24 26 8 6 -
Doxepin. ...ivevens v 197 1 2 33 26 77 57 81 67 16 13 13 4
Ethchlorvynol .......... 2] - - 3 1 4 1 7 2 - - - -
Fluoxeting ....vvevnvens 118 - - 13 18 43 43 49 57 3 3 3 1
Flurazepam ........ venes 45 - - 5 2 14 24 18 24 1 1 - -
Glutethimide . 14 - - 4 1 5 4 7 4 2 1 - -
Haloperidol . 14 - - 5} 1 2 4 5 1 2 1 1 3
Her01n/Morph1ne 3,805 10 2| 1,087 277 | 2,006 391 1,622 355 897 240 581 73
Hydromorphone .. 21 - - 6 1 12 2 18 2 - 1 - -
Imipramine .......vv0000 99 2 1 22 18 31 27 49 38 5 3 1 3
Inhalants/Solv. /Aerosols 138 5 2 43 13 85 19 70 25 14 7 17 2
Lorazepam ...... N 30 - - 2 3 14 10 1? 10 - i 2 2
Ceh e e anane . 4 - - 4 - - - - 3 - - -
Marljuana/Hashlsh o 457 23 3 255 29 127 20 253 30 94 15 56 7
Meperidine HCL ......... 55 1 1 10 4 23 16 27 16 6 4 1 1
Meprobamate ............ 66 - - 14 4 27 20 34 21 4 2 3 1
Methadone .........0.e. .. 457 - - 72 42 240 101 170 €8 76 55 66 20
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 332 4 - 148 37 155 33 240 62 18 2 43 4
Methaqualone ........... 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
Methylphenidate ........ 1 - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - -
0.7.C. diet aids ..... .. - - - - - - . - - - - - -
0.7.C. sleep aids ..... . 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Oxycodone ......couvs e 48 - 1 14 3 16 14 24 18 6 - - .
PCP/PCP combinations ... 206 3 - 114 17 62 10 67 12 62 10 48 4
Pentazocine ......cvvens - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Pentobarbital .......... 30 - 1 4 1 15 9 17 10 1 1 1 -
Phenobarbital . vees 169 1 1 21 18 70 56 67 58 17 bl 8 7
Secobarbital ... 63 - - 7 1 28 25 33 25 1 1 1 -
Secobarbltal/Amnharb1tal - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Thioridazine .......... 70 1 - 7 8 24 29 18 27 8 6 6 4
Trifluoperazine ........ 4 - - - - 2 2 1 2 - - 1 -
All other druqs Cereeaas 2,632 13 10 471 274 | 1,071 761 | 1,066 805 387 161 102 71
Drug unknown everue 1 - - 2 4 1 5 3 2 - - -
Total drug mentions ....| 20,375 116 39 | 5,462 1,748 | 9,371 3,463 | 8,589 3,437 | 4,195 1,390 | 2,132 392
Total drug abuse deaths 8,541 72 25 | 2,387 718 | 3,927 1,332 | 3,499 1,287 | 1,904 613 966 162

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or net reported.

2
3 Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.
4

Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category

metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

according to

Age Race/eth»icity
Drug category TOTAL 2 6-17 years 18-34 years 35 and older White Black other 8
Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male  |Female Male [Female Male jFemale
ANCHORAGE, AK
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 5 1 - 3 - 1 - 4 - - - 1 -
Amitriptyline .......... 2 - - - - 2 - 1 - - - 1 -
Cocaine ......... NN 1 - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - -
Codeine .......... R - - - - - - - - - - - - -
d-Propoxyphene ......... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Diazepam ....evvineen “es 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
Diphenhydramine ........ - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine % ...... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 4 1 - 2 1 - - 3 1 - - - -
Methadone ....... e - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other drugs ........ 5 - 2 1 - 2 2 - - 1 -
Drug unknown e - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 18 2 1 9 2 4 - 11 3 1 - 3 -
Total drug abuse deaths 1 1 1 5 1 3 - 6 2 1 - 2 -
ATLANTA, GA
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 74 - - 23 8 29 13 25 18 27 3 - -
Amitriptyline ... 3 - - 2 1 - - 1 1 1 - - -
Cocaine ..... 97 1 - 28 6 46 13 20 8 54 12 1 -
Codeine ....... 8 - - 1 1 3 2 2 3 2 1 - -
d-Propoxyphene 5 - - - - 2 3 2 2 - 1 - -
Diazepam ........ ves 7 - - 1 1 5 - 6 1 - - - -
Diphenhydramine ,....... 10 - - 2 1 2 5 2 5 2 1 - -
Heroin/Morphine 4 ..... . 37 - - 4 2 25 4 16 5 13 2 - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 34 1 - 22 3 6 2 19 5 10 - - -
Methadone .............. 4 - - - . 3 1 3 1 - - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 1 - - - - 1 - - - 1 - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other druqs Cevsena 96 1 - 2 10 45 16 39 21 29 7 - -
Drug unknown eeeniees 1 - - - - - - - 1 - - -
Total drug mentions .... 377 3 - 105 33 167 59 135 70 140 27 1 -
Total drug abuse deaths 181 3 - 54 14 77 29 63 28 71 16 1 -
BALTIMORE, MD
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 182 - - 55 11 100 15 59 10 97 15 - 1
Amitriptyline .......... 21 - - 2 5 11 3 3 4 9 4 1 -
Cocaine ...vevvveinonss 248 2 - 81 21 119 20 58 7 148 32 1 1
Codeine .....vvevnnnnnns 39 1 - 10 3 22 3 11 2 21 4 1 -
d-Propoxyphene ......... 13 - - 5 4 2 2 5 6 2 - - -
Diazepam ........ 12 - - 4 1 7 - 8 1 3 - - -
Diphenhydramine ,. 19 - - 5 3 9 2 7 2 6 3 1 -
Heroin/Morphine 300 2 - 86 23 157 27 75 13 174 36 1 1
Marijuana/Hashish - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methadone ........ 13 - - 2 2 7 2 4 2 5 2 - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... 31 - - 24 1 6 - 25 - 5 1 - -
All other dru?s eveaans 389 7 - 106 36 189 46 112 48 187 33 1 -
Drug unknown feraeaans - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 1,267 12 - 380 110 629 120 374 95 657 130 6 3
Total drug abuse deaths 407 4 - 129 35 195 39 126 28 206 44 1 1

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported

2
3
4

Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMMSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

and deaths in which “drug unknown® was the only substance mentioned.

Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA ?

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category according to
metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

Age Race/ethnicity
Drug category TOTAL 2 §-17 years 18-34 years | 35 and older White Black Other 3
Male [Female Male [Female Male |Female Male |Female Male [Female Male jFemale
BIRMINGHAM, AL

Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 23 - - 6 3 11 3 9 2 8 4 - -
Amitriptyline ..... i 8 - B 1 1 2 4 - 2 3 3 - -
COCAINE viuverervvrnrrenn 44 - - 13 6 20 5 10 4 23 7 - -
Codeine ...... b 1 - - - 1 - - - - - 1 - -
d-Propoxyphene Veees 6 - - - - 3 3 2 2 1 1 - -
Diazepam ......... veves 4 - - - - 2 2 2 2 - - - -
Diphenhydramine ........ 8 - - - 2 2 1 2 2 - 1 - -
Heroin/Morphine % ...... 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Marijuana/Hashish . - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methadone ....... 5 - - 2 - 2 1 3 1 1 - - -
Methamphetamlne/Speed - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other dru$s ........ 55 - 1 6 10 14 24 16 24 4 kb -

brug unknown ' ..... v - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 152 - 1 28 23 57 43 45 39 40 28 - -
Total drug abuse deaths 62 - 1 14 8 24 15 15 12 23 12 - -

BOISE, ID
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 2 - - 1 - - 1 1 1 - - - -
Amitriptyline ......... . - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Cocaine ....veveiiiineen 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Codeine ....coevevunnes . - - - . - - - - - - - - -
d-Propoxyphene ......... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Diazepam ....vavnn . - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Diphenhydramine - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine 3 - - - - 2 1 2 1 - - - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
Methadone ..... P - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methamphetamlne/Speed 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other druqs [ 10 - - 1 1 2 6 3 7 - - - -
Orug unknown ' ........ . 1 - - 1 - - 1 - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 19 - - 4 1 6 8 10 9 - - - -
Total drug abuse deaths 9 - - 3 1 3 2 6 3 - - - -
BOSTON, MA

Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 157 2 - 52 18 66 17 100 34 13 - 7 -
Amitriptyline ..ov.ucenn 26 - - 2 4 9 " 11 15 - - -
Cocalne................ 125 1 - 47 21 49 6 75 20 5 4 1
Codeing v.ivvuiennnennnen . 72 - - 17 8 35 12 48 17 2 2 1
d-Propoxypheng ......... 20 - - 6 5 3 8 9 11 - - .
Diazepam ....vvueienaarsn 19 - - 8 2 6 6 10 8 s - - -
Diphenhydramine PURRTREE: 14 - - 1 2 2 9 3 11 - - - -
Heroin/Morphine % ...... 175 2 - &8 20 81 13 121 28 12 4 7 1
Marijuana/Hashish ...... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methadone ......... 4 - - 1 - 3 - 3 - 1 N - -
Methamphetamlne/Speed o - - - - - - - - . . . . -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - . - . . - - -
All other druqs e 215 2 - 24 31 89 88 90 119 4 - 1 -
Drug unknown ' ..., - - - - . - - - - . N N -
Total drug mentions .... 827 7 - 213 111 323 168 470 263 51 " 21 3
Total drug abuse deaths 346 5 - 92 44 138 64 204 101 22 5 8 1

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

2 includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or nut reported.

3 Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.

4

Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category according to
metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

Age Race/ethnicity
Drug category TOTAL 2 6-17 years 18-34 years | 35 and older White Black other 3

Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male [Female Male [Female Male [Feiale

BUFFALO, NY
Alcohol-in-comb. 7 - - 3 1 3 - 4 - 2 1 - -
Amitriptyline . “ - - - - - - - - - - - -
Cocaine ....... . 4 - - 2 1 1 - 2 - 1 1 - -
Codeine ....vovevvennnns 3 - B 2 - 1 - 3 - - - - -
d-Propoxyphene ......... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Diazepam «oveeesennvaaes 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
Diphenhydramine FRRRTERE - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine % ..... . 5 - - 2 - 2 1 3 1 1 - - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... - - - - - - - - - - . - -
Methadone .......vvvuuen - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other dru?s ........ 12 - - 3 1 6 2 6 2 3 1 - -
Drug unknown ' ........ - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 32 - - 13 3 13 3 18 3 7 3 - -
Total drug abuse deaths 10 - - 4 1 4 1 5 1 3 1 - -

CHICAGO, IL
Alcohol-in-comb. . ,.... 273 1 - 92 29 121 29 91 20 109 37 14 1
Amitriptyline .. 25 - - 1 4 7 13 6 9 2 8 - -
Cocainge ....... 292 - - 85 38 129 39 86 21 118 55 10 1
Codeine ....... 163 1 - 42 13 84 23 59 12 65 24 3 -
d-Propoxyphene kA - - 1 3 5 2 5 5 1 - - -
Diazepam ........ 22 - - 5 - 13 4 17 4 1 - - -
Diphenhydramine ...... . 15 - - 1 4 8 2 4 2 5 3 - 1
Heroin/Morphine 4. 333 1 - 97 28 170 37 112 18 147 45 9 2
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - . - - -
Methadone ..... Cevresann 7 - - 2 2 2 1 3 2 1 - - 1
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... 7 - - 2 - 3 2 4 2 - - 1 -
All other dru$s ..... o 181 - 1 29 18 68 62 82 59 12 20 3 2
Drug unknown P 1 - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 1,331 3 1 358 140 610 214 470 155 461 192 40 8
Total drug abuse deaths 570 1 1 162 63 256 83 199 63 202 81 18 3

CLEVELAND, OH
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 46 - - 6 2 30 8 18 7 18 3 - -
Amitriptyline .........0 5 - - - - 3 2 2 2 1 - - -
Cocaing ..ivvviiienninan 31 - - 5 2 19 5 6 1 18 6 - -
Codeine ...... Crreeeraes 2 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
d-Propoxyphene ........ 14 - - 3 - 7 4 8 3 2 1 - -
Diazepam ..oveeeeiveias 20 - - 2 - 13 5 9 3 6 2 - -
Diphenhydramine ., e 3 - - - - 2 1 2 - - 1 - -
Heroin/Morphine . 37 - - 6 2 24 4 19 4 ik 2 - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methadone .v.eeesvevenss 1 - - - - 1 - 1 . - - - .
Methamphetamine/Speed . - - - - . - . N - . - . .
PCP/PCP combinations ... 1 - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - R
All other druqs Ciseaeea 47 - 2 5 2 17 21 18 19 4 8 - -
Drug unknown ' ....00... - - - - - - - . - - - - -
Tota) drug mentions .... 207 - 2 28 8 117 50 84 39 61 21 - -
Total drug abuse deaths a5 - 2 14 4 51 23 35 20 30 9 - -

NOTE:

Casper, WY, is not shown in this table because there were

4 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE:

-30-

no drug-related

Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file}.

Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

deaths reported by Casper in 1993,
Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category

metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

according to

Age Race/ethnicity
Drug category TOTAL 2 6-17 years 18-34 years 35 and older White Black other 3

Male [Female Male {Female Male [Female Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female

DALLAS, TX
Alcchol-in-comb. ....... 170 2 - 56 11 72 29 93 29 22 8 15 3
Amitriptyline .. e 32 - - 3 3 14 12 15 13 1 1 1 1
Cocaine ...... . 133 3 - 46 12 60 12 49 9 46 15 14 -
Codeine ...... . 30 - - 8 - 14 8 14 4 7 4 1 -
d-Propoxyphene . PN 23 - - 5 2 5 11 10 13 - - - -
Diazepam v.voevevvnnvns . 60 2 - 12 7 27 12 34 15 5 4 2 -
Diphenhydramine ,....... 77 - - 11 5 35 26 30 22 13 8 3 1
Heroin/Morphine 4 ...... 63 - - 15 3 29 16 30 14 12 5 2 -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 91 8 - 42 9 25 7 48 9 17 6 10 1
Methadone i.....ovevvven 2 - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - 1 -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. ] - - 2 2 1 1 3 3 - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... 2 - - 2 - - - - - 2 - - -
All other dru?s Ceereees 356 5 - 71 27 131 122 166 127 22 20 19 2
Drug unknown rreenens - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 1,045 20 - 273 81 414 257 492 259 147 71 68 8
Total drug abuse deaths 405 1 - 114 31 162 87 188 87 68 28 31 3

DENVER, CO
Alcochol-in-comb., ....... 22 - - 9 1 7 5 [ 4 2 - 8 2
Amitriptyline .......... 3 - - - - - 3 - 1 - 1 - 1
Cocaine ..... eeeeeaeas . 16 - - 6 - 8 2 7 1 3 1 4 -
Codeine ....couvvevinnsns - - - - - - - - - - - - -
d-Propoxyphene . 3 - - 1 - - 2 - 2 - - 1 -
Diazepam ...... . 3 - - 1 - 1 1 1 1 - - 1 -
Diphenhydramine ... 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine . 17 - - 5 1 10 - 8 1 1 - 7 -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 4 - - 3 - 1 - 4 - - - - -
Methadone ......evevevnn 5 - - 3 - 1 1 3 1 - - 1 -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 2 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other dru?s ereeees 25 - - 5 3 3 13 7 14 - 1 1 1
Drug unknown ' ......... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 101 - - 34 5 a3 27 38 25 6 3 23 4
Total drug abuse deaths 53 - - 18 3 17 14 19 14 4 1 12 2

JETROIT, MI
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 125 - - 37 10 60 17 58 15 39 12 1 -
Amitriptyline ..vuvie.n 14 . - 1 - 6 7 5 3 2 4 - -
Cocaine ............ e 131 - - 32 16 59 24 39 11 51 29 1 -
Codeine ...vovvvvunnnen . 30 - - 4 11 12 3 12 8 4 6 - B
d-Propoxyphene ......... 20 - - 2 5 6 7 7 8 1 4 - -
Diazepam .veveeeeiioanen 26 - - 5 3 1 7 14 8 2 2 - -
Diphenhydramine ........ 18 - - 3 2 5 8 5 6 3 4 - -
Heroin/Morphing 4 ...... 109 - - 20 14 58 15 42 18 36 1 1 -
Marijuana/Hashish . . 43 1 1 25 4 9 3 30 7 5 1 - -
Methadone ........ PRI 28 - - 4 3 12 9 1 3 5 9 - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - - N - - - - - - . - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - . -
All other dru?s veveeian 194 2 - 23 32 71 68 66 69 30 29 - -
Drug unknown ' ......... 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 739 3 1 156 100 310 166 290 156 178 111 3 -
Total drug abuse deaths 296 2 1 67 34 125 65 115 59 78 41 2 -

1
2
3
4

Excludes deaths im which AIDS was reported

Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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Includes mentions -from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category

metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

according to

Drug category

TOTAL 2

Age

Race/ethnicity,

8-17 years

18-34 years

35 and older

White

Black

Other 3

Male

Female

Male {Female

Male |Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

FARGO, ND/MN

Alcohol-in-comb. .......
Amitriptyline ..
Cocaine .. eeres
Codeine ....... e
d-Propoxyphene .........
Diazepam ....oeeviaciane
Diphenhydramine ........
Heroin/Morphine * ......
Marijuana/Hashish ......
Methadone ........ .
Methamphetamlne/Speed .
PCP/PCP combinations ...

All other druqs ........
Drug unknown

Total drug mentions ....
Total drug abuse deaths
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Drug upknown

Total drug mentions ....
Total drug abuse deaths
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Marijuana/Hashish ......
Methadone ....... ..
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1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported

2

and deaths in which “drug

unknown” was the only

substarnce

Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

mentioned.

3 Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.

4 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).

-49 -




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category according to
metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

Age Race/ethnicity
Prug category TOTAL 2 6-17 years 18-34 years 35 and older White Black Other 3
Male jFemale Male {Female Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male [Female
KANSAS CITY, KS/MO
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... " - . 4 1 4 2 8 2 - i - -
Amitriptyline .......... 4 1 - - - 1 2 2 2 - - - -
Cocaine v..ieiieninans o 7 - - 2 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 - -
codeine ....vvieeinirene 1 - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - -
d-Propoxyphene ......... 2 - - - 1 - 1 - 2 - - - -
Diazepam ..oieeveeartans 1 - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - -
Diphenhydramine ,....... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine % ...... 3 - - 1 1 1 - 2 1 - - - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 3 - - 1 1 - 1 - 1 1 1 - -
Methadone ......... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
MethamphetamlneISpeed - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PCR/PCP combinations ... 2 - - 2 - - - - - 2 - - -
All othepr druqs N 41 1 10 10 9 10 20 18 - 3 - -
Drug unknown * ......... 1 - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 76 2 1 20 17 17 19 34 30 5 7 - -
Total drug abuse deaths 35 1 1 9 7 9 8 15 12 4 4 - -
LAS VEGAS, NV
Alcohol-in-comb, ...... . 32 1 - H 2 11 5 20 5 2 1 2 -
Amitriptyline .......... 3 - - 2 - - 1 2 1 - - - -
Cocaine ..ivvvvvennnens 33 - - 10 5 12 4 18 7 3 3 2 -
Codeine ...vvesveverenns 3 - - 1 1 1 - 1 1 - - 1 -
d- Propoxyphene P 7 - - 3 1 2 1 5 2 - - - -
Diazepam .....oeeeininss 11 - - 3 2 5 1 8 3 - - - -
Diphenhydramine ........ 1 - - - - - - 1 - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine * ...... 18 . - 6 1 8 2 12 2 - - 2 -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methadone ....... . 5 - - 3 - 2 - 5 - - - - -
Methamphetamlne/Speed . 22 - - 10 2 8 1 16 3 1 - 1 -
PCP/PCP combinations ... 3 1 - 2 - - - - - 2 - 1 -
All other dru?s P 47 - - 17 7 16 5 31 12 2 1 -
Drug unknown ' (..o - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 185 2 - 68 21 65 20 119 36 9 6 10 -
Taotal drug abuse deaths 80 1 - 28 30 8 51 13 5 3 5 -
LOS ANGELES, CA

Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 430 2 - 138 18 229 43 160 34 47 17 162 10
Amitriptyline .......... 51 - - 5 17 26 18 16 - 9
Cocaine ...isnesvensanas 470 - - 149 39 231 51 150 29 114 40 116 21
Codeine ..... Cerenues 167 - 1 38 8 84 36 59 22 15 13 48 10
d- Propoxyphene PPN 31 - - 2 1 16 12 13 10 2 2 3 1
Diazepam ....... vesanes 52 - - 10 4 22 16 24 17 - 1 8 2
Dlphenhydranlne N 41 - - 5 4 16 16 16 9 2 3 3 8
Heroin/Morphine 4 R 534 - 1 153 23 311 46 197 33 54 18 213 19
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - .
Methadone ....... 27 - - 2 5 11 9 9 4 - 4 4 8
Methamphetamlne/Speed . 126 3 - 48 9 51 15 73 20 5 1 23 3
PCPR/PCP combinations ... 68 1 - 25 6 30 6 7 3 15 6 34 3
All other dru?s Cevenans 693 1 2 118 74 281 217 268 198 48 30 82 65
Drug unknown Ve - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 2,691 7 4 892 196 | 1,299 493 895 395 304 141 696 157
Total drug abuse deaths 1,083 4 2 299 79 534 165 396 140 135 57 305 49

1
2
3
4

Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.
Includes mentiens from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.
Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.

Includes opiates not specified as to typs.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA !

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category according to
metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

Drug category

TOTAL 2

Age

Race/ethnicity

6-17 years

18-34 years

35 and older

White

Black

other 3

Male

Female

Male |Female Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

Alcohol-in-comb, .......
Amitriptyline ..........
COCAINE viivvrevernarenn
Codeine
d-Propoxyphene ...
Biazepam .......
Diphenhydramine .
Heroin/Morphine % ......
Marijuana/Hashish ......
Methadone .......
Methamphetamlne/Speed o
PCP/PCP combinations ...

e

es v

All other druqs cevasaes
Drug unknown ' ... ...,
Total drug mentions ....
Total drug abuse deaths
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Amitriptyline ..........
Cocaine ..vvevninnieninn
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Diazepam ....... Ceees
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Drug unknown ' .........
Total drug mentions ....
Total drug abuse deaths
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Diazepam ....svevevssans
Diphenhydramine FUERERER:
Heroin/Morphine
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Methadone ......ovevvuen
Methamphetamine/Speed .

PCP/PCP combinations ...
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Drug unknown ' .......0.
Total drug mentions ....
Total drug abuse deaths
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3 Includes
4 Includes
SOURCE:

deaths in which AIDS was reported

opiates not specified as to type.
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mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category according to

metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

Drug category

TOTAL 2

Age

Race/ethnicity

6-17 years

18-34 years 35 and

older

White

Black

Other 3

Male

Female

Male {Female Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

Alcohol-in-comb. ......
Amitriptyline ..,......
Cocaine ...viienriannas
COdeine ..iuvrvinernans
d-Propoxyphene .........
DiazZepam v.ovivavioocnns
piphenhydramine PLREEREE
Heroin/Morphine PPN
Marijuana/Hashish ......
Methadone .,...ocivvvunn
Methamphetamine/Speed ..
PCP/PCP combinations ...

All other dru?s Ceesaans
Drug unknown ' ........
Total drug mentions ....
Total drug abuse deaths

Alcohol-in-comb. .......
Amitriptyline ..........
COCaINg ..v.vsviieenns
Codeine ....ccouvnes
d-Propoxyphene .....
Diazepam ...cvceeeivnes .
Diphenhydramine ...
Heroin/Morphine
Marijuana/Hashish ....,.
Methadone ......ovvuevss
Methamphetamine/Speed ,.
PCP/PCP combinations ..

All other dru?s T
Drug unknown ' .iiocaen
Total drug mentions ....
Taotal drug abuse deaths

Alcohol-in-comb. ...vssy
Amitriptyline ...,.,
Cocaing v.ovvennuyas
Codeine ....vveenens
d-Propoxypheng .........
Diazepam «..,ccvvisennnn
Diphenhydramine grrreee
Heroin/Morphine % ......
Marijuana/Hashish ......
Methadong ...veeveennnns
Methamphetamine/Speed ..
PCP/PCP combinations ...

All other druqs Cerrsaes
Drug unknown ' .........
Total drug mentions ....
Total drug abuse deaths
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Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported

Includes opiates not specified as to type.
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and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance

Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

mentioned.

Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category

metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex:

19

according to

Age Race/ethnicity
Drug category TOTAL 2 6-17 years 18-34 years | 35 and older White Black other 3
Male {Female Male |Female Male [Female Male |Female Male |{Female Male [Female
NEW YORK, NY
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 578 2 - 190 26 301 58 208 27 134 39 149 18
Amitriptyline . 28 - - 2 2 16 7 12 4 3 5 3 -
Cocaine ....... 818 1 - 253 68 419 75 221 40 250 71 200 31
Codeine ...vvnnvavenvasn 28 - - 7 2 16 3 17 4 2 1 -
d-Propoxyphene ......... 3 - - - - 3 - 2 - 1 - - -
Diazepam .....oc000 cere 23 - - 7 - 14 1 17 1 1 - 2 -
Diphenhydramine ........ 10 - - 1 2 2 4 2 3 - 2 1 1
Heroin/Morphine 4 . 796 2 - 269 56 391 75 304 46 147 48 208 36
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 154 5 1 84 6 54 4 61 2 42 3 38 6
Methadone .............. 237 - - 35 17 138 47 67 20 48 32 58 12
Methamphetamlne/Speed . 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - 1 -
PCP/PCP combinations ... 7 - - 5 - 1 1 2 1 3 - 1 -
All other dru?s cerenenns 327 2 - 59 26 149 75 141 69 29 23 40 9
Drug unknown ' ...... e 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 3,011 12 1 913 205 | 1,505 350 | 1,055 217 660 224 705 113
Total drug abuse deaths 1,468 8 1 445 111 721 174 485 103 352 119 333 63
NEWARK, MJ
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 83 - - 27 6 39 7 27 4 32 9 10 -
Amitriptyline ...... e 8 - - - - 4 4 2 1 1 3 - -
Cocaine +..ovevnneninnns 126 1 - 43 9 49 18 29 2 56 22 13 3
Codeine ..... 17 - - 10 2 4 1 7 - 5 2 2 1
d- Propoxyphene 4 - - 2 1 - 1 2 1 - - - 1
Diazepam ........ 7 - - 3 1 2 1 1 1 3 1 1 -
Diphenhydramine ........ - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine % ..... . 105 - - 34 11 45 11 33 5 38 15 11 2
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 9 1 - 5 - 3 - 1 - 7 - 1 -
Methadone ..........c... 11 - - 2 2 4 3 3 1 3 4 - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other dru?s ........ 35 - - 4 2 20 8 15 5 3 2 6 4
Drug unknown ' ......... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 405 2 - 130 35 170 54 120 20 148 58 44 11
Total drug abuse deaths 187 1 - 81 17 77 25 50 10 76 27 18 5
NORFOLK, VA
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 17 - - 5 2 10 - 8 1 7 1 - -
Amitriptyline ....... ves - - - - - - - - - . N - -
Cocaine ....... Craarenen 22 - - i0 1 11 - 12 - 9 1 - -
Codeine ...ovivveenannnn 7 - - 2 - 5 - 5 - 2 - - -
d-Propoxyphene ......... 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - R
Diazepam .....covuvens .. 2 - - 1 - - 1 1 1 - - - .
Diphensydramine ........ - - - - - . N N - . . . .
Heroin/Morphine 23 - - 4 3 14 2 13 2 5 3 - -
Marijuana/Hashish . - - - - - - - - - - . . .
Methadone .........vouun 2 - - - 2 - - - - . 2 - -
Methamphetamlne/Speed o - - - - - - . - - - - - .
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - .
All other dru?s ........ 11 - - - 1 5 5 3 5 2 1 - -
Drug unknown ' ......... - - - - - - - - - . - - -
Total drug mentions .... 85 - B 22 9 46 8 43 9 25 8 . -
Total drug abuse deaths 37 - - 11 4 17 5 17 5 11 4 - -

Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported

Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

q
2
3 Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.
4

Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE:
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category
metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1893

accordiig o

Age Race/ethnicity
Drug category TOTAL 2 6-17 years 18-34 years | 35 and older White Black Other 3
Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male [Female
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Alcchol-in-comb. ....... 45 - - 10 6 18 11 22 15 4 2 1 -
Amitriptyline .......... 14 - - 3 2 3 6 5 7 1 - - 1
[ofeoT- 1 - I 31 - 1 7 5 13 4 13 6 8 4 - -
codeine ...evviiaiiicann 9 1 - - - 3 5 3 5 - - - -
d-Propoxyphene ......... 14 - - 2 - 6 6 7 5} 1 - - -
0iazepam ..sseciirarsins 23 - - 4 - 12 7 13 6 - - 1 1
Diphenhydramine ;....... 5 - - 1 - - 4 1 4 - - - -
Heroin/Morphine © ...... g - - 1 - 4 4 4 4 - - - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
Methadone .......... 11 - - 2 1 3 5 4 6 - - 1 -
Methamphﬂtamlne/Speed 7 - - 1 1 2 3 3 4 - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... 2 - - - 1 1 - 1 - - 1 - -
All other druqs PRI e 188 1 1 24 9 53 100 64 107 13 - - 3
Drug unknown ' ... . - -~ - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 359 2 2 56 25 118 185 141 170 27 7 3 5
Total drug abuse deaths 139 2 i 28 11 46 50 80 57 14 4 1 1
OMAHA, NE
Alcohpl-in-comb. ....... 14 - - 6 - 5 3 8 2 3 1 2 -
Anitriptyline .......... 6 - - 1 1 1 3 2 3 - 1 - -
COCAINE vvvvvnnirrnnennnn 3 - - 2 - 1 - - - 2 - 1 -
Codeing .......... NP - - - - - - - - - - - - -
d-Propoxyphene ....... o 3 - - 3 - - - 3 - - - - -
Diazepam ..,...c..evunnes 2 - - 1 - - 1 1 - - 1 - -
Diphenhydramine ........ 3 - . 1 - - 2 b 2 - - - -
Heroin/Morphine % ..... . 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 5 - - 3 - - 2 - - 2 2 1 -
Methadone .............. 2 - - 1 - 1 - 2 - - - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - . - - - - - - - -
All other dru?s ........ 44 1 2 8 2 16 15 24 15 4 - -
bPrug unknown ' ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 84 1 2 26 3 26 26 41 22 8 9 4 -
Total drug abuse deaths 35 1 1 10 1 10 12 14 10 5 4 2 -
PHILADELPHIA, NJ/PA

Alcohol-in-comb., ....... 271 1 - 82 20 147 20 140 29 82 10 7 1
Amitriptyline ceresenann 37 - - 5 3 18 10 17 11 6 2 1 -
Cocaine ....... ereesans 426 1 - 121 35 231 37 155 34 171 36 25 2
Codeing v.vvvevanrenenns 90 1 - 24 2 52 11 42 11 30 2 § -
d- Propoxyphene [P 53 - - 8 6 29 10 37 15 - 1 - -
DiAzZepam .v..veavnserenas 105 - - 32 12 47 14 65 23 13 2 - 1
Dlphenhydramlne ........ 23 - - 7 4 8 4 9 6 4 2 2 -
Heroin/Morphing % ...... 412 1 - 118 31 228 34 193 49 123 15 30 1
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 20 2 - 10 1 7 - 12 1 4 - 3 -
Methadone ....vavusnness 30 - - 3 3 17 7 13 9 7 1 - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 25 - - 8 4 12 1 18 5 2 - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... 34 - - 22 6 6 - 14 5 6 1 8 -
All other drugs P 437 - 1 100 59 188 89 219 137 61 1 7 1
Drug unknown ' ......... - - - - - - - - . . . R .
Total drug mentions .... 1,963 6 1 540 186 991 237 934 335 509 83 88 6
Total drug abuse deaths 759 4 1 213 58 392 90 335 103 232 43 40 3

DL NN -

SOURCE:

Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported

Includes opiates not specified as to type.
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Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Mumber of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category

metropolitan area, age, racefethnicity and sex: 1993

according to

Age Race/ethnicity
Drug category TOTAL 2 6-17 years 18-34 years | 35 and older White Black other 3

Male |Female Male |Female Male [Female Male |Female Male [Female Male |Femzle

PHOENIX, AZ
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 82 1 1 22 4 28 13 35 10 3 1 11 1
Amitriptyline ........ e 19 - 1 5 - 8 5 1 6 2 - - .
Cocaine ..... ereeaas Ve 48 1 - 13 4 19 7 17 8 6 2 7 -
Codeine ....ovuvevevenin 9 - - 2 - 4 3 5 2 - - 1 -
d-Propoxyphene ......... 14 - - 1 2 6 4 6 6 1 - - -
Diazepam +...ovevns PN 26 - - 5 1 13 5 15 5 1 - 2 1
Diphenhydramine ........ 18 - 1 2 5 3 5 5 7 1 - - 1
Heroin/Morphine 4 ..., 66 1 - 14 5 34 4 29 5 1 - 14 4
Marijuana/Hashish ...... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methadone .......... e 10 - - 1 - 4 4 5 3 - - 1 1
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 37 1 - 15 4 10 5 17 5 1 1 4 -
PCP/PCP combinations ... 2 - - - - 1 1 - - - - - -
All other dru?s Cereeaes 223 1 2 38 19 B85 69 87 67 9 16 6
Drug unknown ! ..... e 1 - - 1 - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 555 5 5 118 44 216 125 232 124 25 7 56 14
Total drug abuse deaths 242 3 3 57 22 89 49 98 52 1" 4 27 7

PORTLAND, OR
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 42 - - 7 4 25 5 30 9 1 - - -
Amitriptyline .......... 6 - - 3 - 2 - 5 - - - - -
Cocaine ....... Ceiereaes 30 - - 13 - 15 2 24 2 3 - 1 -
Codeine ........ vevreeas 27 - - 4 2 18 3 16 5 3 - 2 -
d-Propoxyphene ..... e 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Diazepam .....oeonvennns 4 - - 1 - 3 - 4 - - - - -
Diphenhydramine ,....... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine % ...... 45 - - 8 4 29 4 31 8 4 - 2 -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methadone ..... Cenedenes 12 - - 1 1 7 3 6 4 1 - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 12 - - 6 - 3 2 8 3 - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other dru?s ..... vee 39 - - 10 2 14 10 22 13 2 - - -
Drug unknown ' ......... 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 219 . - 54 13 117 29 148 44 14 - 5 -
Total drug abuse deaths 101 - - 28 7 50 13 68 21 6 - 2 -

PROVIDENCE, RI
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 21 - - 7 3 10 1 15 4 - - 2 -
Amitriptyline .......... 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
Cocaine ..vvvevinniinnan 16 - - 6 3 6 1 7 3 3 1 2 -
Codeine ....vvvvevvennns . 12 - - 4 2 4 2 7 3 1 1 - -
d-Propoxyphene ....... e - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Diazepam ....cvvoveecenn 7 - - 1 - 2 4 1 4 1 - 1 -
Diphenhydramine ........ - - - - - - . - - - . . .
Heroin/Morphine * ...... 29 - - 6 6 12 5 17 9 1 2 - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
Methadone .......... e - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other dru?s ........ 51 - - 11 6 15 19 20 22 5 3 1 -
Drug unknown ' ......... - - - - - - - - - - - - .
Total drug mentions .... 138 - - 37 20 49 32 69 45 1 7 6 -
Total drug abuse deaths 51 - - 15 8 19 9 26 14 5 3 3 -

L R

Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported

Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category

metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

according to

Age Race/ethnicity
Drug category TOTAL 2 6-17 years 18-34 years | 35 and older White Black Other 3
Male [Female Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female
ST. LOUIS, IL/MO
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 81 1 - 26 5 36 13 46 12 13 6 - -
Anitriptyline .......... 16 - - 4 - 5 8 8 6 2 - - -
Cocaineg ......cve e 77 3 - 28 7 31 8 28 5 28 9 1 -
Codeine ....vuuue ‘e 14 - - - 2 10 2 8 2 2 2 - -
d-Propoxyphene .. . 21 - - 2 4 11 4 10 6 2 2 - -
Diazepam ........ . 48 - - " 4 25 g 32 13 2 - - -
Diphenhydramine FRETEEEY 37 - 1 6 2 21 7 22 9 5 - - 1
Heroin/Morphine % ...... 36 - - 8 3 19 6 16 6 10 2 - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 31 2 b 17 1 10 - 25 - 4 2 - -
Methadone ............ N 3 - - - 1 1 1 1 2 - - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 5 - - 3 2 - - 3 2 - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... 4 - - 2 1 b - - - 2 1 - -
All other druqs edannen 220 3 - 33 28 99 57 113 73 21 12 - -
Prug unknown reaeaens - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 594 9 2 140 60 270 113 312 136 91 36 -1 1
Total drug abuse deaths 247 5 2 62 25 114 39 130 46 43 18 -1 1
SALT LAKE CITY, UT
Alcohol-in-comb., ....,.. 26 1 - 2 3 19 1 20 3 - - 2 1
Amitriptyline .......... 6 - - 2 1 2 1 3 2 - - 1 -
Cocaine ..... Cereaenan ‘e 17 - - 8 1 8 - 13 - 2 - - 1
Codeine ............. . 10 - - 3 1 5 1 7 2 1 - - -
d-Propoxyphene ......... 4 - - 1 - 2 1 3 1 - - - -
Diazepam ........ 7 - - 2 - 4 1 6 1 - - - -
Diphenhydramine , 1 - - - - 1 - - - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine 18 - - 6 - 12 - 16 - 1 - - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methadone .............0 6 - - 1 1 4 - 4 1 1 - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other druqs ..... see 52 1 1 14 4 25 7 36 1 - - 3 -
Drug unknown ' ....... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 148 2 1 39 11 83 12 109 21 5 - 6 2
Total drug abuse deaths 63 1 1 18 4 36 6 45 9 2 - 2 1
SAN ANTONIO, TX

Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 40 - - 18 4 16 - 14 3 3 - 18 1
Amitriptyline ....... e 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
COCAING \.vvrrreneneases 42 - - 19 7 14 1 11 4 4 - 17 4
Codeine ...vvvuevnovenes 8 - - 2 1 4 1 3 1 - - 3 1
d-Propoxyphene ...... ies 1 - - - - 1 - - - - - 1 -
Diazepam ....ouvvveninns 4 - - 1 - 3 - 2 - 1 - 1 -
Diphenhydramine ,....... 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - - . - -
Heroin/Morphine 4 ...... 30 - - 7 3 15 4 8 5 3 - 11 2
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 4 - - 3 1 - - 1 1 - - 2 -
Methadone ........cvvnue 1 - - - - 4 - 1 “ - - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - - - - - - - . . - . -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - .
All other druqs ..... ves 18 2 - 8 1 4 3 10 4 1 - 3 -
Drug unknown ' ...... - - - - - - - - - - . - . .
Total drug mentions .... 150 2 - 60 17 59 <] 52 18 12 - 56 8
Total drug abuse deaths 69 1 - 27 9 26 5 19 9 5 - 29 5

4
2
3
4

Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported

Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

and deaths in which “drug unknown® was the only substance mentioned.

Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic. groups.




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA 1

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category according to
metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

Age Race/ethnicity
brug category TOTAL 2 6-17 years 18-34 years 35 and older White Black Other 3
Male |Female Male (Female Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female Male |Female
SAN DIEGO, CA
Alcochol-in-comb. ....... 94 - - 37 - 49 8 83 3 8 4 27 1
Amitriptyline .......... 2 - - - - 2 - 2 - - - - -
Cocaing ......... Ceeenes 95 - - 39 5 40 11 42 9 11 5 25 2
Codeine «...vvevvnceennn 122 - - 34 5 70 i2 64 16 6 - 34 1
d-Propoxyphene ..... Cenae 6 - - - 2 1 3 1 5 - - - -
Diazepam ....vvvnveienen 10 - - - 1 7 2 6 3 1 - - -
Diphenhydramine JREEEERE 5 - - - 1 3 1 3 2 - - - -
Heroin/Morphine eeens 136 - - 39 7 79 10 72 15 8 - 38 2
Marijuana/Hashish ...... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Methadone .....ccvvuueen 3 - - - - 2 - 2 - - - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 77 - - 31 11 32 3 51 13 2 - 10 1
PCP/PCP combinations ... 6 - - 4 1 1 - 1 - 1 - 3 1
All other druqs Cervaaas 156 1 - 43 18 63 31 100 46 1 6 2
Drug unknown ' ......... - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 712 1 - 227 51 349 81 397 112 36 10 143 10
Total drug abuse deaths 251 1 - 85 17 117 30 136 38 15 5 51 4
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 125 - - 33 6 61 24 71 23 10 5 12 2
Amitriptyline ...... P 12 - - 2 1 4 5 6 3 - 1 - 2
Cocaing ......cvovusunnan 138 - - 35 8 75 20 67 15 33 13 9 -
Codeine ............ e 43 - - 8 1 26 8 32 6 1 2 1 1
d-Propoxyphene ......... 8 - - 1 - 3 4 3 3 1 1 - -
Diazepam ..ioveviennensn 34 - - 4 1 22 7 24 7 1 1 - -
Diphenhydramine ........ 17 - - 3 - 7 7 9 5 - 2 1 -
Heroin/Morphine % ...... 171 - - 44 8 88 30 102 29 15 7 15 2
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 7 - - 5 - 2 - 7 - - - - -
Methadone .........vuvun 10 - - 1 - 6 3 7 3 - - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 54 - - 21 1 30 2 41 3 6 - 4 -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other druqs eeeaaens 150 - - 22 2 76 48 84 41 6 2 8 7
brug unknown ' ......... 1 - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 770 - - 179 28 400 159 453 139 73 34 50 14
Total drug abuse deaths 340 - - 82 15 172 69 186 63 41 16 26 5
SEATTLE, WA

Alcohol-in-comb, ....... 68 - - 20 5 36 7 47 7 6 5 3 -
Anitriptyline ......... . 13 - - 3 2 3 5 5 4 1 3 - -
Cocaine ......vvuiveinnnn 41 - - 15 3 21 2 28 4 6 1 2 -
Codeine ....covvevnunenn 5 - 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 - - - 1
d-Propoxyphene ......... i - - 2 1 3 5 4 6 1 - - -
Diazepam ..... Cereereas 11 - - 2 1 <] 2 6 2 2 1 - -
Diphenhydramine ........ 7 - - 2 1 2 2 3 2 - - 1 1
Heroin/Morphine ¢ ...... 99 - 1 27 7 54 10 69 14 8 4 4 -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 2 - - 1 1 - - 1 1 - - - -
Methadone ..........0u0s 7 - - 1 1 4 1 4 1 1 1 B B
Methamphetamine/Speed .. 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - B - - - - -
All other drugs ........ 90 1 2 14 19 28 26 40 39 4 2 4
Drug unknown ' ......... - - - - - - - - B - - - -
Total drug mentions .... 355 1 4 89 42 158 61 210 82 26 19 12 6
Total drug abuse deaths 152 1 1 38 16 72 24 84 32 12 7 ) 2

1 Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.
2

3

Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported,
Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.
4 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA !

Table 3.02 - Number of medical examiner drug mentions by selected drug category according to

metropolitan area, age, race/ethnicity and sex: 1993

Age Race/ethnicity
Drug category TOTAL 2 6-17 years 18-34 years | 35 and older White Black other 8
Male (Female Male (Female Male |Female Male |Female Male [Female Male [Female
SOUIX FALLS, SD
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... - - - - - - - - - . - . .
Amitriptyline ......... . - - - - - - - - - . . . -
COCaiNe vvenienarvennas - - - - - - - - - . " . .
Codeine (.aiieiiiiriinnnn - - - - - - - - - - . . R
d-Propoxypheng ......... 1 - - - - - 1 - 1 - - . -
Diazepam ...oveevsvecnsn 1 - - - - - 1 - 1 - . - -
Diphenhydramine ........ 1 - - 1 - - - ] N - . . .
Heroin/Morphine * ...... - - - - - - . - - - - . -
Marijuana/Hashish ...,.. - - - - - - - - - - . " .
Methadone .........c.0.. - - - - - - - . - . . . .
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - - - - - - - - - « . .
PCP/PCP combinations ... - - - - - - - . . . . . .
All other dru?s erreres 5 - - - - 1 4 - 4 - - 1 .
Drug unknown ' ..., PN - - - - - - - - - - - . .
Total drug mentions .... 8 - - 1 - 1 6 1 [ - - 1 .
Total drug abuse deaths 3 - - 1 - 1 1 1 1 - - 1 -
WASHINGTON, DC/MD/VA
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 119 - - 31 13 55 19 34 12 52 19 1 1
Amitriptyline .......... 11 - - 3 1 4 3 4 2 3 2 - -
€OCaINE «ivvaaraan e 101 - - 26 11 51 12 15 6 62 17 1 -
Codeine ....cvevennnnnas 41 - 1 6 5 22 6 10 7 19 5 - -
d-Propoxyphene ......... 7 - - 1 1 4 1 5 2 - - - -
Diazepam .....cvvvvvnens 15 - - 4 2 6 2 8 1 3 3 - -
Diphenhydramine ........ 18 - - 4 1 7 6 8 4 2 2 1 1
Heroin/Morphine 4 ...... 109 - - 24 12 60 12 28 6 55 18 2 -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 1 - - - - 1 - - - - - 1 -
Methadone .............. 4 - - 3 - 1 - 3 - 1 - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - B - - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ... 33 1 - 20 1 i1 - 10 1 22 - - -
All other dru?s ceteraas 137 - 5 40 12 44 34 58 37 24 15
brug unknown PN 2 - - 1 1 - 1 - 1 - - -
Total drug mentions .... 598 1 6 163 59 267 95 184 78 244 81 8 3
Total drug abuse deaths 259 1 2 70 21 128 34 76 24 121 33 4 1
WILMINGTON, DE

Alcohol-in-comb. ....... 26 - - 8 3 9 5 11 8 7 - - -
Amitriptyline ..... ceeen 4 - - - 1 3 - 3 1 - - - -
CoCaiNe ..ivvenvnarnrane 25 - - 10 4 10 1 1 4 9 1 - -
Codeing ..oovvrmvvrnnees 2 - - - - 1 1 1 1 - - - .
d-Propoxyphene ......... 1 - - i - - - 1 - . . - .
Diazepam ..v.ovseduveaans 7 - - 1 1 2 2 3 4 - - - -
Diphenhydramine ........ 2 - - - hi 1 - 1 1 - - - .
Heroin/Morphine 4 ...... 10 - - 3 - 4 3 4 3 3 - - -
Marijuana/Hashish ...... 4 - - 4 - - - 4 N - - - .
Methadone .....c..vvvuns - - - - - - - - - R - - R
Methamphetamine/Speed .. - - - - - - - - - - - R R
PCP/PCP combinations ... 3 - - 3 - - - 3 - - - . .
All other druqs [P 50 1 - 9 4 14 18 17 23 10 - - -
Drug unknown eerraaes - - - - - - - N - . - . -
Total drug mentions .... 134 1 - 39 14 44 30 59 45 29 1 - -
Total drug abuse deaths 68 4 - 18 8 24 18 29 22 16 1 - -

4
2
3
4

SOURCE:

Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported

Includes opiates riot specified as to type.
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Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1894 data file).

Includes mentions from episodes for which sex, race/ethnicity or age was unknown or not reported.

Includes Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, and other racial/ethnic groups.

and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.




4. TRENDS IN NUMBERS OF DRUG ABUSE DEATHS AND
DRUG MENTIONS: 1990-1993

This chapter presents trends in the numbers of drug abuse deaths and drug mentions that occurred
between 1990 and 1993 as reported by a subset of DAWN MEs with consistent reporting histories over
the entire period of comparison. (Refer to Table I-3 for a list of ME jurisdictions included in this chapter.)
As discussed in Chapter 1, a consistent panel of reporting facilities will eliminate time-related changes in
the number of drug abuse deaths and drug mentions resuiting from the lack of reports from some
jurisdictions from one period to another. ME jurisdictions were included in the consistent panel if they
reported for at least 10 months in each of the 4 years examined in this chapter. This rule included 74 ME
jurisdictions from 26 metropolitan areas, covering 7,485 drug-abuse deaths (88 percent of deaths
reported in Chapter 2) and 17,898 drug mentions (88 percent of mentions reported Chapter 2).

Comparisons of DAWN drug abuse deaths across metropolitan areas should be made with caution,
since ME cases vdry by area and reporting practices are not consistent.

For the Boston metropolitan area, four of the five medical examiner facilities reported for only 4
months in 1992. For this reason, data from the Boston metropolitan area are excluded from Chapter 4.

The first three tables (tables 4.01-4.03) provide data for the entire consistent panel, including
distributions of total drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics, episode
characteristics, and drug group mentioned. Tables 4.04 and 4.05 display the data by metropolitan area
for total drug abuse episodes and mentions of cocaine and heroin/morphine. Finally, table 4.06 profiles
each of the 26 metropolitan areas. This table shows distributions of ME cases by decedent demographic
characteristics and mentions of selected top-ranking drugs.

The following discussion focuses on comparisons between ME drug abuse cases and drug
mentions in 1992 and 1983. To facilitate comparisons, each table in this chapter includes a column
showing the percentage change from 1992 to 1993. The percentage change is not shown when the
denominator values (i.e., the 1992 total for the comparison in question) are less than 10.

As shown in table 4.01, the number of drug abuse deaths reported by ME facilities increased 11
percent in the overall data, from 6,768 in 1992 to 7,485 in 1993. Increases in total drug abuse deaths
were observed for most demographic groups. Deaths increased 12 percent for males and 8 percent for
females. The number of white decedents increased 8 percent; the number of black decedents rose 16
percent; and the number of Hispanic decedents increased 7 percent. By age, the largest increases were
observed for decedents aged 35 to 44 years (19 percent) and decedents aged 45 to 54 years (17
percent). The only notable decrease was seen for drug abuse deaths among persons aged 55 years and
older (a decline of 5 percent).

Table 4.02 presents comparisons in the distributions of drug abuse deaths in 1992 and 1993 by
selected case (episode) characteristics. The number of single-drug cases increased 5 percent while the
number of cases involving multiple drugs increased 13 percent. Deaths directly induced by drugs (i.e.,
overdoses) increased 15 percent, from 4,505 in 1992 to 5,182 in 1993, while deaths in which drugs
played a contributory role showed no change from 1992 to 1993. Drug abuse deaths that were
accidental or unexpected increased by 18 percent, while suicides decreased 5 percent over the two
years.

Data on drugs mentioned in connection with ME cases in 1992 and 1993 in the total DAWN system
are shown in table 4.03. Mentions of cocaine increased 10 percent, from 3,220 in 1992 to 3,556 in 1993,
Proportionately, cocaine was reported in 48 percent of cases in 1992 and also with 48 percent of drug-
related deaths in 1993. Mentions of heroin/morphine rose 27 percent, from 2,730 in 1992 to 3,470 in
1993. Forty percent of drug abuse deaths in 1992 involved heroin/morphine compared with 46 percent in
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1993, Deaths involving amphetamine increased 73 percent; other notable increases included
methamphetamine/speed (61 percent), PCP/PCP combinations (38 percent), marijuana/hashish (34
percent), and inhalants/solvents/aerosols (25 percent). There was a 30 percent decrease in deaths with
mention of desipramine.

Table 4.04 presents the number of drug abuse deaths in 1992 and 1993 according to metropolitan
area. As noted previously, deaths in the overall data increased 11 percent over this period. Across the
26 DAWN metropolitan areas, the largest increases were seen in Indianapolis (164 percent), Dallas (86
percent), Chicago (45 percent), Baltimore (38 percent), and Cklahoma City (32 percent). The greatest
relative decreases occurred in Buffalo (69 percent) and San Antonio (27 percent).

Comparisons of the number of ME cases involving mentions of cocaine and heroin/morphine
according to metropolitan area are shown in table 4.05. Cocaine mentions, as previously indicated,
increased 10 percent from 1992 to 1993 in the overall ME data. The greatest increases occurred in
Oklahoma City (72 percent, from 18 in 1992 to 31 in 1993) and Dallas (70 percent, from 70 to 119).
Mentions of cocaine decreased 64 percent in Buffalo (from 11 to 4) and 31 percent in San Antonio (from
61 to 42).

Mentions of heroin/morphine in ME cases (table 4.05b) increased 27 percent in the overali data, as
indicated previously. The largest increases occuired in Dallas (162 percent, from 21 in 1992 to 55 in
1993), Atlanta (162 percent, from 13 to 34), Chicago (75 percent from 190 to 332), Cleveland (68 percent
from 22 to 37, and Seattle (50 percent, from 66 to 99). Decreases were largest in Buffalo (55 percent,
from 11 to 5), St. Louis (17 percent, from 41 to 34), and San Diego (16 percent, from 161 to 136).

Table 4.06 presents comparisons of 1992 and 1993 ME data according to metropolitan area. The
data inciude the number of drug abuse deaths according to decedent demographic characteristics, and
the number of mentions of selected top-ranking drugs reported in connection with these cases. This
discussion will focus on three metropolitan areas: (1) New York, which had the largest numbers of drug-
related deaths in each year; (2) Los Angeles, which ranked second in each year; and (3) San Antonio,
which was exceptional because it experienced a notable decrease in ME drug cases from 1992 to 1993.
(Buffalo also experienced a sizable decreases in ME drug cases from 1992 to 1993; however, the
absolute number of cases in Buffalo was too small to permit disaggregation of the data by most of the
variables of interest.)

In the New York area, total drug abuse deaths reporied by MEs participating in DAWN increased 5
percent, from 1,397 to 1,465. Cases involving males increased 6 percent and cases involving females
increased 3 percent. Cases involving white and Hispanic decedents increased 9 and 2 percent,
respectively, but those involving black decedents showed amost no change. Decedents 35 years of age
or older accounted for over orie-half of drug-related ME cases in the New York area. Deaths of
individuals in this age range increased 6 percent from 1992 to 1993. New York area deaths involviig
cocaine increased 12 percent over this period, while those involving heroin/morphine increased 17
percent. Mentions of marijuana/hashish in connection with ME cases increased 21 percent and mentions
of methadone increased 20 percent. Observed decreases for specific drug mentions involved relatively
small numbers of deaths.

Drug abuse deaths in the L.os Angeles area decreased by only 1 percent, from 1,094 in 1992 to
1,083 in 1993. Cases involving males increased 3 percent, while cases involving females decreased 13
percent. Cases involving white decedents were essentially unchanged, those involving black decedents
decreased 22 percent, and those in which the decedent was Hispanic increased 12 percent. Sixty-five
percent of decedents in drug abuse cases were over the age of 35 years; the number of cases involving
decedents in this age range changed minimally (a 1 percent increase). A 7 percent decrease in drug
abuse deaths was observed for decedents aged 26 to 34 years. Deaths involving cocaine declined 16
percent (from 558 to 470) and cases with mention of heroin/morphine increased 17 percent (from 457 to
534). The greatest proportional increase in drug abuse deaths occurred for cases with mention of
methamphetamine/speed (a 129 percent increase from 55 to 126). The greatest declines were 42
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percent for d-propoxyphene (from 53 to 31), 28 percent for diazepam (from 72 to 52), and 23 percent for
methadone (from 35 to 27).

The San Antonio area experienced a 27 percent decrease in drug abuse deaths, from 95 in 1992
to 69 in 1993. Decreases in deaths were seen for both sexes, but decreases for females (42 percent)
were about twice the size of decreases for males (21 percent). Black decedents decreased by 55
percent, white decedents decreased by 38 percent, and Hispanic decedents decreased by 18 percent.
Declines in drug abuse deaths were observed among the two age groups beginning at 26 years. Among
the selected drug categories displayed in Table 4.06, the only drug that showed an increase from 1992 to
1993 in San Antonio was heroin/morphine (with a 30 percent change from 23 to 30 deaths). Deaths
involving cocaine decreased by 31 percent (from 61 to 42 deaths).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.01 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by selected
demographic characteristics: 1920-1993

1990 1991 1992 1693 Percent
. . change
Demographic characteristics in
Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number |Percent } Number |Percent | numbers,
1992-
1993
SEX
Male ..i.eeciiinanns 4,018 71.4 4,397 72.1 5,061 74.8 5,666 75.7 12.0
Female .ocovevennvonan 1,593 28.3 1,680 27.5 1,661 24.5 1,786 23.9 7.5
Unknown/no response 17 .3 22 .4 46 7 33 4 -28.3
TOTAL «vevirnnne. hriveaee 5,628 100.0 6,099 100.0 6,768  100.0 7,485 100.0 10.6
RACE/ETHNICITY
White ..evveeunns Cereeans PR 2,893 51.4 3,205 52.5 3,640 53.8 3,936 52.5 8.1
Black ....covvuns eraaeaens vee 1,660 29.5 1,966 32.2 2,062 30.5 2,387 31.9 15.8
Hispanic .ovoveveveneens P 934 16.6 786 12.9 951 14.1 1,016 13.6 6.8
Other ........... P s 68 1.2 69 1.1 90 1.3 72 1.0 -20.0
UnKnown/no response .......... 73 1.8 73 1.2 25 4 74 1.0 196.0
TOTAL v ivvnevvineseanvanss 5,628 100.0 6,089 100.0 6,768 100.0 7,485 100.0 10.6
AGE
6 to 17 years ..... Ceveaeraaen 48 .9 62 1.0 68 1.0 72 1.0 5.9
6 to 11 years ....vvuue beaan 1 * 4 n 4 1 5 1 e
12 to 17 years ..... veveeees 47 .8 58 1.0 64 .9 67 .2 4.7
18 €0 25 years ......vevven ‘e 587 10.4 647 10.6 842 8.5 701 9.4 9.2
18 to 19 years ..... 85 1.5 77 1.3 82 1.2 91 1.2 11.0
20 to 25 years ..... 502 8.9 570 9.3 560 8.3 610 8.1 8.9
26 to 34 years ...... . 1,828 32.5 1,809 31.3 1,963 29.0 1,998 26.7 1.8
26 to 29 years ........ e 722 12.8 720 11.8 694 10,3 681 9.1 -1.9
30 to 34 years ........ R 1,106 19.7 1,189 19.5 1,269 18.8 1,317 17.6 3.8
35 years and older ...... Cenen 3,135 55.7 3,448 56.6 4,074 60.2 4,682 62.6 14.9
35 t0 44 years ...coiievennan 1,850 32.9 2,128 34.9 2,508 37.1 2,993 40.0 19.3
45 10 54 VYEArS .vvunivrenans 792 14.1 810 13.3 938 13.9 1,093 14.6 16.5
55 years and older ......... 493 8.8 511 8.4 628 9.3 596 8.0 -5.1
Unknown/no response .......... 30 5 32 5 21 .3 32 4 52.4
TOTAL ..... ereraaes evene 5,628 100.0 6,099 100.0 6,768 100.0 7,485 100.0 10.6

NOTE:d Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance
mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.02 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths
by selected episode characteristics: 1990-1993
1890 1991 1992 1993 Percent
change
Episode characteristics in
Number |Percent | Number [Percent | Number |Percent | Number [Percent n*gggrs,
1993
DRUG CONCOMITANCE
Single-drug episode .....cviiiiiinns 1,317 23.4 1,610 26.4 1,712 25.3 1,799 24,0 5.1
Multi-drug episode .....ceevvvvunnnn 4,311 76.6 4,489 73.6 5,056 74.7 5,686 76.0 12.5
TOTAL coviirivienencnnnenns e 5,628 100.0 6,099 100.0 6,768 100.0 7,485 100.0 10.6
CAUSE OF DEATH
Drug induced (overdose) «......ave.. 3,686 65.5 3,913 64.2 4,505 66.6 5,182 69.2 15.0
Direct - single drug cause .. 532 9.5 585 9.6 698 10.3 718 9.6 2.9
Direct - multiple drug cause ..... 3,154  56.0 3,328 54.6 3,807  56.3 4,484  59.6 17.3
Drug related (contributory factor) . 1,898 33.7 2,133 35.0 2,212 32.7 2,211 29.5 *
Drug and physiological condition . 238 4.2 388 6.4 701 10.4 714 9.5 1.9
Drug and external physical event . 1,123 20.0 1,248 20.5 1,226 18.1 1,237 16.5 .9
Drug and medical disorder ........ 537 9.5 497 8.1 285 4.2 260 3.5 -8.8
UNKAOWN o 0vevnvnireninniiaarasnasnses 44 .8 53 .9 51 .8 92 1.2 80.4
07 5,628 100.0 6,088 100.0 6,768 100.0 7,485 100.0 10.6
MANNER OF DEATH
Accidental/unexpected ...... Ceavesas 3,449 61.3 3,478 57.0 3,944 58.3 4,666 62.3 18.
Suicide suvivvnn. e reiaeraereaenans 1,244 22.1 1,305 21.4 1,468 21.7 1,400 18.7 -4.6
Other/unknown ...... i AN 935 16.6 1,316 21.6 1,356 20.0 1,419 19.0 4.6
TOTAL v eviiiiieinnrineennnansnes 5,628 100.0 6,098 100.0 6,768 100.0 7,485 100.0 10.6

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance

mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA
Table 4.03 - Distribution of drug mentions by selected drug group: 1990-1993

1890 1991 1992 1993 Percent
Drug groups: change
therapeutic class in
by drug category Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number [Percent | Number |Percent nggggrs,
1993
TRANQUILIZERS ...oivvuennn 923 16.4 989 16.2 992 14.7 959 12.8 -3.3
Diazepam ......sve00u. 498 8.8 567 8.3 585 8.6 517 6.9 -11.6
AlErazolam T 71 1.3 80 1.3 100 1.8 95 1.3 -5.0
Chlordiazepoxide .... 100 1.8 91 1.5 87 1.3 75 1.0 -13.8
Clorazepate ..... - - - - 1 * 1 * Ve
LOTAZEPAM vovunvsorennsoonss 15 3 21 ) 18 .2 29 4 93.3
Meﬁrobamate frsaseseeesaaran 49 .9 47 .8 54 .8 &3 .7 -1.9
Other/unspecified .......... 190 3.4 183 3.0 180 2.2 189 2.5 26.0
NARCOTIC ANALGESIC§ [P RTINS 3,403 60.5 3,775 61.9 4,571 67.5 5,267 70.4 15.2
Heroin/Morphine ' .......... 1,918 34.1 2,201 36,1 2,730 40.3 3,470 46.4 27.1
d-Propoxyphene .......ovvune 264 4.7 291 4.8 337 5.0 285 3.8 -16.4
Methadone .......c.ovvvenenn 424 7.5 414 6.8 419 6.2 421 5.6 .5
OXYCOdONE vovuvevnvenvsnanes 268 .5 33 .5 35 .5 42 .8 20.0
CoTeiNe .evvsrviaernnvineres 662 11.8 700 11.8 810 12.0 847 11.3 4.6
Meperidine HCl ....oiveevenn 33 .6 29 .5 32 .5 47 .6 46.9
H¥dromorphone sertiainrereis 13 .2 20 3 21 .3 18 2 -14.3
Other/unspecified .......... 63 1.1 87 1.4 187 2.8 137 1.8 -26.7
NON-NARCOTIC ANALGESICS ...... 338 5.0 338 5.0 397 5.9 400 5.3 1.0
Aspirin ..... es 99 1.8 95 1.6 91 1.3 92 1.2 1.1
Acetaminophen o 204 3.6 203 3.3 250 3.7 261 3.5 4.4
Pentazocine .... feenne 1 * - . 1 * - - ..
Butalbital combinations .... - - - - 1 * - - ees
Other/unspecified .........n 34 .6 40 7 83 .8 47 .6 -11.3
NON-BARBITURATE SEDATIVES .... 200 3.6 181 3.0 178 2.6 136 1.8 -23.6
Methagualone .....vcevvveeen - - 2 * 3 * 1 * o
Flurazepam ....oveeevrevenns 60 1.1 43 7 50 7 36 .5 -28.0
0.7.C., sleep aids .......... - - 2 * - - 1 * s
Ethchlorvynol .............. 26 N 19 .3 14 .2 9 A -35.7
Glutethimide ........ Ceaeee 31 .6 38 .6 19 .3 14 .2 -26.3
Chloral hydrate ....... Ceaes 7 .1 - - 8 N 4 .1 s
Other/unspecified .......... 76 1.4 77 1.3 84 1.2 71 .9 -15.5
ANTIDEPRESSANTS ......... siene 1,285 22.8 1,303 21.4 1,214 17.9 1,116 14.9 -8.1
Amitriptyline .........0000. 382 6.8 413 6.8 350 5.2 325 4.3 -7.1
Amitriptyline combinations . - - 1 * - - - - -
Doxepin .... . 141 2.5 159 2.6 172 2.8 155 2.1 -9.9
Fluoxetine . 104 1.8 97 1.6 104 1.5 90 1.2 -13.5
Imipramine . 80 1.4 72 1.2 72 1.1 68 .9 -5.6
Desipramine N 132 2.3 123 2.0 132 2.0 g2 1.2 -30.3
Other/unspecified .......... 446 7.9 438 7.2 384 5.7 386 5.2 5
ANTIPSYCHOTICS ...vuvvvnrnnnnn 184 3.3 176 2.9 186 2.7 185 2.5 -.5
Chlorpromazing ........«.... 39 7 31 .5 36 .5 36 .5 .0
Thioridazine ............. . 62 1.1 68 1.1 57 .8 62 .8 8.8
Haloperidol ......... RPN 19 .3 18 .3 17 .3 14 .2 -17.6
Trifluoperazing ...... Peeaas 7 . 8 .1 11 .2 4 1 -63.6
Other/unspecified ....... ces 57 1.0 53 .9 65 1.0 69 .9 6.2
BARBITURATE SEDATIVES ........ 327 5.8 358 5.9 349 5.2 324 4.3 -7.2
Phenobarbital .............. 124 2,2 146 2.4 139 2.1 143 1.9 2.9
Secobarbital/Amobarbital ... - - - - - - - - -
Secobarbital .... 59 1.0 59 1.0 54 .8 53 7 -1.9
Pentobarbital ..... s 20 4 32 .5 32 .5 22 .3 -31.3
Other/unspecified ........ . 124 2.2 121 2.0 124 1.8 106 1.4 -14.5
AMPHETAMINES ............00. . 268 4.8 255 4.2 347 5.1 577 7.7 66.3
Amphetaming ,...ccvvvsveonans 98 1.7 98 1.6 135 2.0 233 3.1 72.6
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... 166 2.9 152 2.5 212 3.1 341 4.6 60.8
Other/unspecified .......... 4 .1 5 A - - 3 * cen
HALLUCINOGENS . .ivvevvnnnanss . 132 2.3 108 1.8 144 2.1 200 2.7 38.9
PCP/PCP combinations ....... 132 2.3 105 1.7 142 2.1 196 2.6 38.0
LSD ..... Ceersaenereas P - - 3 * 2 * .| vee
Other/unspecified .......... - - - - - - - - -
OTHER DRUGS o
Alcohol-in-combination ..... 2,198 39.1 2,231 36.6 2,651 39.2 3,016 40.3 13.8
COCaINE wuvverserniirvnnonn, 2,408 42.8 2,854 46.8 3,220 47.6 3,556 47.5 10.4
Marijuana/Hashish .... 192 3.4 178 2.9 285 4.2 382 5.1 34.0
Codeine_ combinations ... 1 * 1 * 2 * - - s
D;phenxlhydant01n sodium 66 1.2 87 1.4 86 1.3 91 1.2 5.8
Dlghen ydramine ........ . 219 3.9 226 3.7 279 4.1 328 4.4 17.6
0.7.C. diet aids ..... . - - - - - - - - -
Inhalants/Solvents/Aerosols 55 1.0 56 .9 95 1.4 119 1.6 25.3
Methylphenidate ............ - - 1 * - - 1 * .o
All other drugs ......... ves 896 15.9 994 16.3 1,210 17.9 1,232 16.5 1.8
DRUG UNKNOWN ... .ovvvernnnnen 641 11.4 429 7. 18 .3 9 N -50.0
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 18,736 244.1 14,540 238.4 16,223 239.7 17,898 239.1 10.3
Total drug abuse episodes .... 5,628 100.0 6,099 100.0 6,768 100.0 7,485 100.0 10.6

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

¥QTE:d Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown" was the anly substance
mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.04 - Number of drug abuse deaths
by metropolitan area: 1990-19393

Metropolitan area 1980 1991 1992 1993 cgg;ggnzn
e

Atlanta, GA..vvevvivirenns 110 113 120 145 20.8
Baltimore, MD......v.vents 97 269 295 406 37.6
Buffalo, NY...vvevaviverae 23 20 32 10 -68.8
Chicago, IL.....covvvvnnns 321 350 390 567 45.4
Cleveland, OH ....vvvvvunn 50 55 84 95 13.1
Dallas, TXiieeevroeonnnans 100 143 194 360 85.6
Denver, COvvveennavinases 35 45 48 51 6.3
Detroit, MI...coivvuncnnss 239 247 313 292 -6.7
Indianapolis, IN..... .... 13 23 11 29 163.6
Kansas City, KS/MO....... . 40 60 27 35 29.6
Los Angeles, CA........... 985 924 1,094 1,083 -1.0
Miami, FLoveovrreivnnnnnns 86 151 141 178 26.2
Minneapolis, MN/WI........ 25 55 39 47 20.5
New Orleans, LA.....,...us 63 53 61 62 1.6
New York, NY .....ovivenee 1,540 1,439 1,397 1,465 4.9
Newark, NJ...ooovuivinnnnas 17 194 178 187 5.1
Norfolk, VA......... PPN 15 20 46 37 -19.6
Oklahoma City, OK......... 120 120 108 139 32.4
Philadelphia, NJ/PA...... . 445 590 667 759 13.8
Phoenix, AZ.......covvvvunn 114 143 198 242 22.2
St. Louis, IL/MO.....svuss 163 195 210 236 12.4
San Antonio, TX.,..cvvvenss 59 63 95 69 -27.4
San Diego, CA...... eeenen 245 211 270 251 -7.0
San Francisco, CA......... 273 268 398 340 -14.6
Seattle, WA....... PN 127 116 143 152 6.3
Washington, DC/MD/VA ..... 223 232 212 248 17.0
Total DAWN system ....,... 5,628 6,099 6,768 7,485 10.6

NOTE:

“drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

SOURCE:
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Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning
Network(June 1994 data file).

Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.05a - Number of mentions of selected top
ranking drugs by metropolitan area: 1990-1993
COCAINE
Metropolitan area 1990 1991 1982 1993 cgg;g:ngn
eaiste
Atlanta, GA.......... e 63 72 72 80 1.1
Baltimore, MD.......ouvuts 35 124 174 247 42.0
Buffalo, NY...covvinervnns 5 4 11 4 -63.6
Chicago, IL.civevuinnnnenas 128 163 199 291 46.2
Cleveland, OH....vvvvnnnns 13 15 22 31 40.9
Dallas, TX.coevvonesoonnns 39 57 70 119 70.0
Denver, CO..covvvvnvnvnens 8 11 15 15 .0
Detroit, MI........ Cesenas 74 81 112 131 17.0
Indianapolis, IN.......... 1 7 "5 12 ..
Kansas City, KS/MO........ 8 21 7 7 .
Ltos Angeles, CA.........:. 422 404 558 470 -15.8
Miami, FL...... Ceaasesanas 37 110 103 147 42,7
Minneapolis, MN/WI........ 2 7 4 6 eos
New Orleans, LA.,.....vune 34 34 31 38 22.6
New York; NY.....oviuvennn 857 804 731 815 11.5
Newark, NJ..covvininnnan . 82 136 123 126 2.4
Norfolk, VA......... P 5 9 21 22 4.8
Oklahoma City, OK......... 16 19 18 31 72.2
Philadelphia, NJ/PA....... 221 308 393 426 8.4
PhOENiX, AZ. i vivivannaanas 24 44 45 48 6.7
St. Louis, IL/MO ......... 38 69 65 75 15.4
San Antonio, TX........... 17 29 61 42 -31.1
San Diego, CA......cvvvnnn 54 67 84 95 13.1
San Francisco, CA......... 99 113 174 138 -20.7
Seattle, WA.........ovvnen 29 33 35 41 171
Washington, DC/MD/VA...... 101 113 87 99 138.8
Total DAWN system ....... . 2,408 2,854 3,220 3,556 10.4

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which

“drug unknown® was the only substance mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning
Network(June 1994 data file).
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Table 4.05b -

HEROIN/MORPHINE 1

MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Number of mentions of selected top
ranking drugs by metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Metropolitan area 1980 1891 1992 1993 cﬁggggngn
numbers,
1992-1993
Aclanta, GA.....oueu e ‘e 10 14 13 34 161.5
Baltimore; MD.......v0uuns 47 173 180 300 66.7
Buffalo, NY......... Cerene 2 4 " 5 -54.5
Chicago, IL...civiusunavinn 148 168 190 332 74.7
Cleveland, OH.....co0nuvns 6 13 22 37 68.2
Dallas, TX...ooeverunnnnnn 23 13 21 55 161.9
Denver, CO...vvvvvinnnenin 1 13 13 17 30.8
Detroit, MI....covvevununn 81 80 100 108 8.0
Indianapolis, IN...¢vssuus 3 5 2 7 e
Kansas City, KS/MO........ 4 8 - 3 e
Los. Angeles, CA........... 409 317 457 534 16.8
Miami, FL.....uouss Cevaaa 9 14 25 28 12.0
Minneapolis, MN/WI........ 6 12 7 9 ces
New Orleans, LA........... 3 3 7 18 .
New York, NY............ . 557 581 679 793 16.8
Newark, NJ...ovvivennans o 19 67 81 105 29.6
Norfolk, VA...... sereranas 5 8 18 23 27.8
Oklahoma City, OK......... 6 2 5 9 .
Philadelphia, NJ/PA....... 120 239 258 412 38.3
Phoenix, AZ...... fheeraees 38 41 73 66 -9.8,
St. Louis, IL/MO.......... 22 48 41 34 -17.1
8an Antonio; TX...evivenes 27 17 23 30 30.4
San Diego, CA...... Cereen 121 108 161 136 -15.5
San Francisco, CA......... 99 82 152 171 12.5
Seattle, WQ.......co00uus 49 47 €6 98 50.0
Washington, DC/MD/VA...... 102 123 85 105 23.5
Total DAWN system ........ 1,918 2,201 2,730 3,470 27.1

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was repoited and deaths in which

“drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning
Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDRICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by
selected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1983

Selected demographic 1990 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number [Percent | Number jPercent |1992-1933
ATLANTA, GA
To§al drug abuse episodes .... 110 100.0 113 100.0 120 100.0 145 100.0 20.8
SE
Male.,.vveenvenoenns 82 74.5 82 72.6 95 79.2 107 73.8 12.6
Female,.ovvvvevonans 28 25.5 31 27.4 25 20.8 37 25.5 48.0
Unknown/no response ... - - - - - - 1 7 e
RACE/ETHNICITY
White. . vivrunenervronnsnsnas 50 45.5 34 30.1 53 44,2 64 44 .1 20.8
BlacK..eveecovnososenanrones 60 54.5 45 39.8 64 53.3 80 5§5.2 25.0
HispaniC.cuvveneeveienennnas - - 1 .9 1 .8 - - e
[ 1 1= - - - . 1 .8 - - vee
Ggnknown/no TESPONSE ....vvun - - 33 29.2 1 .8 1 7 ves
6 to 17 years ....... PPN - - - - 2 1.7 1 7 e
18 t0 25 years v.ovveeessan . 12 10.9 12 10.6 13 10.8 17 11.7 30.8
26 10 34 VEArS ciaiienaanens 28 25.5 36 31.9 26 21.7 34 23.4 30.8
35 years and older ...... vee 70 63.6 64 56.6 79 65.8 90 62.1 13.9
Unknown/no response ........ - - 1 .9 - - 3 2.1 ven
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ...vveveees 48 41.8 45 39.8 59 49.2 61 42.1 3.4
Amitriptyling .......o00vein 4 3.6 7 6.2 4 3.3 2 1.4 Vs
Cocaing «vvveveevsrevennenns 63 57.8 72 863.7 72 60.0 80 565.2 11.1
Codeine ..... [N 1 .9 4 3.5 8 6.7 7 4.8 ‘e
d-Propoxyphene ..... edresen 1 .9 2 1.8 2 1.7 5 3.4 ee
Diazepam ..... rreseareeees . 2 1.8 8 7.1 8 6.7 8 4.1 ves
Diphenhydramine 'EEREERERRER 2 1.8 4 3.5 3 2.5 10 6.9 e
Heroin/Morphine creanresas 10 9.1 14 12.4 13 10.8 34 23.4 161.5
Marijuana/Hashish .......... 13 11.8 7 6.2 13 10.8 19 13.1 46,2
Methadone ....... Cenieenes e 1 .9 6 5.3 1 .8 3 2.1 e
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... 2 1.8 - - - - 1 .7 e
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - - - - - - - -
All other drugs ....... evas 61 55.5 58 51.3 82 68.3 88 60.7 7.3
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 206 187.3 227 200.9 2656  220.8 316 217.9 19.2
BALTIMORE, MD
Tg§al drug abuse episodes .... 97 100.0 269 100.0 295 100.0 406  100.0 37.6
S
= 1 = N 76 78.4 210 78.1 239 81.0 332 81.8 38.9
Female..oveeiveernrensunnsns 21 21.6 59 21.9 56 19.0 74 18.2 32.1
Unknown/no response ....... . - - - - - - - - -
RACE/ETHNICITY
White......vvues erreaaean . 51 52.6 105 39.0 115 40.3 154 37.9 29.4
BlacK.. vovunsane i Conas 45 46.4 163 60.6 174 59.0 249 61.3 43.1
HispaniC...oovesversannnenns ~ - - - 1 3 2 .5 ves
Other........ Cisesesseaannes 1 1.0 - - - - - - -
ngknown/no response ........ - - 1 .4 1 .3 1 .2 vee
A =1
B toi7 years .ovviviininnn 1 1.0 4 1.5 2 7 4 1.0 Ve
18 t0 25 years ......... s 12 12.4 28 10.4 26 8.8 28 6.9 7.7
26 t0 34 Years ...ovevsvenans 30 30.9 105 39.0 101 34.2 136 33.5 34.7
35 years and older ,........ 53 54.6 128 47.6 162 54.9 233 57.4 43.8
Unknown/no response ........ 1 1.0 4 1.5 4 1.4 5 1.2 cee
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb, «veeveneses 41 42.3 126 46.8 135 45.8 181 44.6 34.1
Amitriptyline .....ovinivevens 5 5.2 15 5.6 14 4.7 21 5.2 50.0
COCaINe +vevrrcrsannenuennnn 35 36.1 124 46.1 174 59.0 247 60.8 42.0
Codeing vvveevvivnnanasnrane 12 12.4 48 17.8 28 9.5 39 9.6 39.3
d-Propoxyphene .... . 4 4.1 14 5.2 15 5.1 13 3.2 -13.3
Diazepam ..ovevvnnsn 6 6.2 13 4.8 14 4.7 12 3.0 -14.3
Diphenhydramine y 7 7.2 15 5.6 18 6.1 19 4.7 5.6
Heroin/Morphine . 47 48.5 173 64.3 180 61.0 300 73.9 66.7
Marijuana/Hashish .. 1 1.0 - - - - - - -
Methadone .........vu. 5 5.2 12 4.5 18 6.1 13 3.2 -27.8
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ....... 5 5.2 8 3.0 15 5.1 31 7.6 106.7
All other drugs «c.oeevssenes 126 129.9 319 118.6 364 123.4 389 g85.8 6.9
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 294 303.1 867 322.3 975 330.5 1,265 311.6 29.7

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance

mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by
selected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Selected demographic 1990 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number |Percent |1992-1993
BUFFALO, NY
Ig§al drug abuse episodes .... 23  100.0 20 100.0 32  100.0 10 100.0 -68.8
Male:voeveuanns vt tareenn 14 60.9 13 65.0 21 65.6 80.0 -61.9
Female.,.coeeeernenns Ceeses . 9 39.1 7 35.0 10 31.3 2 20.0 -80.0
Unknown/no respense ........ - - - - 1 3.1 - - e
RACE/ETHNICITY .
White.....oovvvennn haensaan 18 78.3 13 65.0 24 75.0 6 60.0 -75.0
Black..... et ererseveeanns 5 21.7 7 35.0 7 21.9 4 40.0 e
Hispanic........... Cesaieas - - - - 1 3.1 - - .
Other......... PN PN - - - - - - - - -
GUnknown/no FESPONSE v .vveues - - - - - - - - -
E
6 to 17 years ....... eeraans - - - - - - - - -
18 to 25 years .....iivinnan 4.3 3 15.0 1 3.1 - - e
26 10 34 years .........o0000 34.8 4 20.0 9 28.1 5 50.0 .
35 years and older ......... 14 60.9 13 65.0 22 68.8 5 50.0 -77.3
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - - - - - -
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. .......... . 7 30.4 7 35.0 7 21.9 7 70.0 .
Amitriptyline .............. 4 17.4 1 5.0 6 18.8 - - ves
(oL - S 5 21.7 4 20.0 11 34.4 4 40.0 -63.6
Codeine ........... e 2 8.7 5 25.0 6 18.8 3 30.0 ces
d-Propoxyphene ........... o 6 26.1 3 15.0 5 15.6 - - e
Diazepam .....c00u. Ceveraaes 4 17.4 2 10.0 6 18.8 1 10.0 Ve
Diphenhydramine greeeeeeee - - 2 10.0 1 3.1 - - ces
Heroin/Morphine Ceenes 2 8.7 4 20.0 " 34.4 5 50.0 -54.5
Marijuana/Hashish .. - - - - - - - - -
Methadone ............ . - - - - 1 3.1 - - .
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - - - - - - - -
All other drugs ............ 16 69.6 19 95.0 28 87.5 12 120.0 -57.1
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 46 200.0 47 235.0 82 256.3 32 320.0 -61.0
CHICAGD, IL
go§al drug abuse episodes .... 521 100.0 350 100.0 390 100.0 667 100.0 45.4
E
Male....... Ceereeeneaes Ceeen 232 72.3 245 70.0 274 70.3 416 73.4 51.8
FEMale. . suveronncnsnan PN 89 27.7 104 29.7 112 28.7 147 25.9 31.3
Unknown/no response ..... ves - - 1 4 1.0 4 7 o
RACE/TEHNICITY
White............ Cereaieeaa 160 49.8 163 46.6 174 44.6 262 46.2 50.6
Black........ F N 154 48.0 173 49.4 196 50.3 283 49,9 44.4
Hispanic........... Cevereaen 5 1.6 13 3.7 17 4.4 19 3.4 11.8
Other.. . viviereniniarnernnns 1 .3 1 .3 3 .8 2 .4 oo
gnknown/no response ........ 1 3 - - - - 1 .2 o
6 to 17 years ....vovviivenns 3 .9 2 <] 5 1.3 2 .4 Pes
18 10 25 years .....vvvvcnns 31 9.7 49 14,0 47 12.1 59 10.4 25.5
26 10 34 ¥ears ....vveieeiinn 127 39.6 115 32.9 1835 34.6 165 29.1 22.2
35 years and older ......... 159 49.5 184 52.8 203 52.1 341 60.1 68.0
Unknown/no response ........ 1 .3 - - - - - - -
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ........... 161 50.2 166 47.4 179 45.9 271 47.8 51.4
Amitriptyline ........ 21 6.5 23 6.6 22 5.6 25 4.4 13.6
Cocaine .......... 126 39.3 163 46.6 199 51.0 291 51.3 46.2
Codeine .......... 63 19.6 70 20.0 81 20.8 163 28.7 101.2
d-Propoxyphene ... 10 3.1 15 4.3 13 3.3 1 1.9 ~-15.4
Diazepam ......... 8 2.5 11 3.1 18 4.6 22 3.9 22.2
Diphenhydramine 'R ves 8 2.5 14 4.0 11 2.8 15 2.6 36.4
Heroin/Morphine ' .......... 148 46.1 168 48.0 190 48,7 332 58.6 74.7
Marijuana/Hashish ....... ven 1 .3 1 .3 2 .5 - - ces
Methadone ............. Chens 11 3.4 10 2.9 17 4.4 7 1.2 -58.8
Methamphetamine/Speed ..... . 1 .3 - - - - - . -
PCP/PCP combinations ....... 24 7.5 16 4.6 1.8 1.2 v
All other drugs .......c.ocuue 139 43.3 140 4.0 193 49.5 181 31.9 -6.2
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 721  224.6 797 227.7 932  239.0 1,325 233.7 42.2

1

Includes opiates not specified as to type.

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance

mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAWHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by
selegcted drug group according to metropolitan area: 1930-1993

Selected demographlc 1980 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent | Number jPercent | Number (Percent ) Number jPercent }1992-1993
CLEVELAND, OH
To§al drug abuse episodes .... 50 100.0 55 100.0 84 100.0 95 100.0 13.1
SE ’
Male........... Crerane e 29 58.0 a7 67.3 56 66.7 65 68.4 16.1
Female.....ovvuenen Cheeeeaan 21 42.0 18 32.7 27 32.1 29 30.5 7.4
Unknown/no- response RPPIRN - - - - 1 1.2 1 1.1 ves
RACE/ETHNICITY
White........... R 39 78.0 31 56.4 48 57.1 55 57.9 14.6
Black. ... eevunn Cerieeeenens 11 22.0 23 41.8 35 41.7 39 41.1 11.4
Hlspanlc.......... ......... . - - 1 1.8 - - - - -
Other......... Cereeeas - - - - - - - - -
gnknown/no response PP - - - - 1 1.2 1 1.1
6 t0 17 years v..eeveeveanse 1 2.0 - - 1 1.2 2 2.1 ees
18 10 25 yEars ..veeeeevsoes 9 18.0 2 3.6 5 6.0 1 1.1 e
26 10 34 Years .. .cieveranans 13 26.0 20 36.4 18 21.4 17 17.9 -5.6
35 years and older ...... vee 27 54.0 33 60.0 60 71.4 75 78.9 25.0
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - - - - - -
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb., ......v.... 9 18.0 12 21.8 26 31.0 46 48.4 76.9
Amitriptyline ....... Vederes 7 14.0 6 10.9 5 6.0 5 5.3 ees
COCALNE tivirieninntnnnaccanns 13 26.0 15 27.3 22 26.2 31 32.6 40.9
Codeine ....vvvvieinnnnnaans 5 10.0 1 1.8 9 10.7 2 2.1 v
d-Propoxyphene ............. 9 18.0 11 20.0 16 19.0 14 14.7 -12.5
Diazepam ..vvcoeaen Cnaenenes iR 22.0 12 21.8 9 10.7 20 211 e
Diphenhydraming ,........... 3 6.0 5 9.1 12 14.3 3 3.2 -75.0
Heroin/Morphine LD 6 12.0 13 23.6 22 26.2 37 38.9 68.2
Marijuana/Hashish ... 1 2.0 1 1.8 - - - - -
Methadone ........... - - 1 1.8 3 3.6 1 1.1 ces
Methamphetamine/Speed - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations . . - - - - 1 1.2 1 1.1 Ve
All other drugs ........... . 39 78.0 30 54.5 49 58.3 47 49.5 -4.1
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 103 2086.0 107  194.5 174 207 .1 207 217.9 19.0
DALLAS, TX
Total drug abuse episodes .... 100 100.0 143  100.0 194 100.0 360 100.0 85.6
SEX
Male....c.vivennnn Ceerrens . 72 72.0 92 64.3 136 70.1 254 70.6 86.8
FemMake, cveeriririierenneenes . 28 28.0 51 35.7 58 29.9 106 29.4 82.8
Unknown/no response RN . - - - - - - - - -
RACE/ETHNICITY
White....... Crereesasaenens . 65 65.0 114 79.7 141 72.7 233 64.7 85.2
BlacK....cvouurere.s e, . 23 23,0 21 14.7 36 18.6 93 25.8 158.3
HIsSpaniC....vevieernanans . 10 10.0 7 4.9 15 7.7 28 7.8 86.7
[0 1= o 1 1.0 1 7 2 1.0 3 .8 vee
GUnknown/no response ....... . 1 1.0 - - - - 3 .8
6 to 17 years ........ P 3 3.0 a4 2.8 2 1.0 8 2.2 v
18 t0 25 years .....uenuinsn 13 13.0 14 9.8 18 9.3 39 10.8 116.7
26 to 34 years ...c.ciinivenn 38 38.0 47 32.9 53 27.3 88 24.4 66.0
35 years and older ........ . 46 46,0 78 54.5 121 62.4 225 62.5 86.0
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - - - - - -
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ......vunns 51 51.0 52 36.4 78 40.2 154 42.8 97.4
Amltrlptyllne ‘e ceeees 5 5.0 18 12.6 20 10.3 29 8.1 45.0
Cocaine ..... ‘e 39 39.0 57 39.9 70 36.1 119 33.1 70.0
Codeine ....... e 6 6.0 5 3.5 9 4.6 26 7.2 Ve
d-Propoxyphene ‘e 4 4.0 11 7.7 23 11.8 21 5.8 -8.7
Diazepam ...,.... ve 10 10,0 14 9.8 41 211 56 16.6 35.6
Dlphenhydramlne g .. 21 21.0 25 17.5 39 20.1 73 20.3 87.2
Heroin/Morphine ! . o . 23 23.0 13 9.1 21 10.8 55 15.3 161.9
Marijuana/Hashish ....,..... - - - - 3 1.5 78 21.7 eee
Methadone ............ PRI 3 3.0 2 1.4 2 1.0 2 .6 .
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... 3 3.0 2 1.4 7 3.6 5 1.4 Ve
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - - - 9 .5 2 .6 .
All other drugs ...... P 65 65.0 138 96.5 190 97.9 312 86.7 64.2
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 230 230.0 337 235.7 504 259.8 832 258.9 84.9

T Includes opiates rnot specified as to type.

;JQTE:d Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance
mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by
selected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Selected demographic 1990 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number [Percent |1992-1993
DENVER, CO
go§al drug abuse episodes .... 35 100.0 45 100.0 48 100.0 51 100.0 6.3
E
Male...... Chtrseieanss PN 21 60.0 27 60.0 29 60.4 34 66.7 17.2
Female...veevnennan. Ceeriaes 14 40.0 17 37.8 17 35.4 16 31.4 -5.9
Unknown/no response ........ - - 1 2.2 2 4.2 1 2.0 .
RACE/ETHNICITY
White..ovonenvennnnnns cerens 29 82.9 32 71.1 34 70.8 32 62.7 -5.9
BlacK.s veesensinavannnsnnes - - 3 6.7 4 8.3 5 9.8 e
HiSpaniC. e verrverenrennyes . 5 14.3 8 17.8 9 16.8 13 25.5 ves
Other...cosveniininnrnnnenns 1 2.9 2 4.4 1 2.1 1 2.0 ..
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - - - - - -
AGE
6 to 17 years .......vuvuenn - - 3 6.7 2 4.2 - - ..
18 to 25 years ....... Aeeeas - - 3 6.7 4 8.3 6 11.8 e
26 t0 34 years .....v0evnnnn 13 37.1 9 20.0 1 22.9 16 31.4 45.5
35 years and older ......... 21 60.0 29 64.4 30 62.5 29 56.9 -3.3
Unknown/no response ........ 1 2.9 1 2.2 1 2.1 - - ves
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ........... 15 42.9 25 55.6 21 43.8 21 41.2 .0
Anitriptyline ......... ceeen 4 11.4 1 2.2 4 8.3 3 5.9 oo
Cocaine ........... Chrerenna 6 171 1 24.4 15 31.3 15 29.4 .0
Codeine .............. Ceeees 2 5.7 3 6.7 - - - - -
d-Propoxyphene ........... ‘e 4 1.4 5 11.1 1 2.1 3 5.8 .
Diazepam ....ovivveeeininnnns 3 8.6 6 13.3 4 8.3 2 3.9 .
Diphenhydramine ,. 1 2.9 1 2.2 - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine 1 1 2.9 13 28.9 13 27.1 17 33.3 30.8
Marijuana/Hashish .. - - - - 1 2.1 4 7.8 e
Methadone ............. . 6 17.1 - - 4 8.3 5 9.8 e
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... - - - - 1 2.1 2 3.9 Ve
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - - - - - - - -
All other drugs ....... Ceees 22 62.9 19 42,2 20 41.7 24 47.1 20.0
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 64 182.9 84 186.7 84 175.0 96 188.2 14.3
DETROIT, MI
Tg§al drug abuse episodes .... 239 100.0 247 100.0 313 100.0 292 100.0 -6.7
S|
= - 154 64.4 164 66.4 216 69.0 193 66.1 -10.6
Female....coovvunans e 83 34.7 82 33.2 96 30.7 98 33.6 2.1
Unknown/no response ........ 2 .8 1 .4 1 .3 1 .3 ces
RACE/ETHNICITY
White....vvivvsnnnannn sereen 150 62.8 154 62.3 20 64.2 172 58.9 -14.4
Black.. e euvanvuvnness heeas 89 37.2 a9 36.0 111 35.5 118 40.4 6.3
Hispanic......evvivnvennnnns - - 1 4 1 .3 2 7 e
Other...cicicniiesiiinnnisens - - 3 1.2 - - - - -
Glélnknown/no response ........ - - - - - - - - -
6 to 17 years ........ eeees 2 .8 4 1.6 6 1.9 3 1.C ..
18 to 25 years ......... cane 24 10.0 23 9.3 20 6.4 20 6.8 .0
26 t0 34 years ......vee0nn . 77 32.2 75 30.4 82 26.2 80 27.4 -2.4
35 years and older ......... 136 56.9 145 58.7 205 65.5 188 64.4 -8.3
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - - - 1 .3 .
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... caee 84 35.1 87 35.2 118 37.7 124 42,5 5.1
Amitriptyline .. . 11 4.6 16 6.5 32 10.2 14 4.8 -56.3
Cocaine ...... . 74 31.0 81 32.8 112 35.8 131 44.9 17.0
Codeine .......... . 36 i5.1 38 15.4 37 11.8 29 9.9 -21.6
d-Propoxyphene ... M 4.6 23 9.3 30 9.6 20 6.8 -33.3
Diazepam ......... 17 7.1 40 16.2 41 13.1 26 8.9 -36.6
Diphenhydramine Jreeeeees ves 7 2.9 1 4.5 18 5.8 18 6.2 .0
Heroin/Morphine ereaeanus 81 33.9 80 32.4 100 31.9 108 37.0 8.0
Marijuana/Hashish .......... 31 13.0 40 16.2 52 16.6 40 13.7 -23.1
Methadone .v.ioevvvnnnnenans 25 10.5 20 8.1 34 10.9 28 9.6 -17.6
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - - - 1 .3 - - ces
All other drugs ............ 207 86.6 195 78.9 274 87.5 193 66.1 -29.6
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 584 . 244.4 631 255.5 849 271.2 731 250.3 -13.9

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance

mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network{June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by
selected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1983

Selected demographic 1990 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number [Percent | Number |Percent |1992-1993
INDIANAPOLIS, IN
To§a1 drug abuse episodes .... 13  100.0 23  100.0 11 100.0 29 100.0 163.6
SE
= 1 D . 4 30.8 10 43.5 7 63.6 20 69.0
Female...cvevennnanns Ceeanas g 69.2 13 56.5 4 36.4 9 31.0
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - - - - - -
RACE/ETHNICITY
White..... Ceraasateaeaaas fes 12 92.3 12 52.2 6 54.5 18 62.1 .
Black..,....... P ves 1 7.7 10 43.5 4 36.4 11 37.9 .
Hispanic...eovuvsvvnsen RPN - - - - - - - - -
Other.......covvne RN - - 1 4.3 1 9.1 - - .
GUnknown/no TeSpoNsSe +..v.vee - - - - - - - - -
E
6 to 17 years 1 7.7 - - - - 2 6.9 .
18 to 25 years . . eves - - 2 8.7 - - - - -
26 t0 34 years ..... [P 4 30.8 8 34.8 5 45.5 2 6.9 .
35 years and older ......... 8 61.5 13 56.5 6 54.5 25 86.2 .
Unknown/nc response ........ - - - - - - - - -
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ....ovvu.is. 4 30.8 6 26.1 4 36.4 15 51.7 .
Amitriptyline ........co000n 1 7.7 5 21.7 - - 3 10.3 ..
COCRINE tvvvnivrrenrvnansnen 1 7.7 7 30.4 5 45.5 12 41.4 e
Codeine .v.vvevvennnvvnnennns - - 5 21.7 2 18.2 3 10.3 .
d-Propoxyphene ......cevuuvs 4 30.8 4 17.4 4 36.4 6 20.7 e
Diazepam ...c..vvn [ 3 23.1 3 13.0 2 18.2 1 3.4 o
Diphenhydramine qrereeseeee - - 1 4.3 - - 1 3.4 o
Heroin/Morphine ' .......... 3 23.1 5 21.7 2 18.2 7 24.1 .
Marijuana/Hashish .......... - - - - - - - - -
Methadone .....ovvvvennnnns . - - - - - - 1 3.4 .
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ....... . - - - - - - - -
All other drugs ......... e 18 138.5 25 108.7 4 36.4 24 82.8
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 34 261.5 61 265.2 23 208.1 73 251.7 217.4
KANSAS CITY, KS/MO
To}al drug abuse episodes .... 40 100.0 60 100.0 27 100.0 35 100.0 29.6
SEX
MaLle. o ivrnnnnvrnnnnnn veene 35 87.5 43 71.7 14 51.9 19 54.3 35.7
Female....ovvivvnvennansns .s 5 12.5 16 26.7 12 44 .4 16 45.7 33.3
Unknown/no response ........ - - 1 1.7 1 3.7 - - ves
RACE/ETHNICITY
White...oonvevninennnns cenae 30 75.0 48 80.0 21 77.8 27 77.1 2B.6
Black...... . 10 25.0 10 16.7 6 22.2 8 22.9 e
Hispanic... - - - - - - - - -
Other.vveviveenenns - - - - - - - - -
Unknown/no response - - 2 3.3 - - - - -
AGE
6 to 17 years ........... vae - - 1 1.7 1 3.7 2 5.7 e
18 to 25 years ...... ereane 4 10.0 3 5.0 4 14.8 6 17.1 ‘e
26 10 34 years ....veiinnins 19 47.5 18 30.0 7 25,9 10 28.6 Ve
35 years and older ......... 17 42.5 37 61.7 15 55.6 17 48.6 13.3
Unknown/no response ........ - - 1 1.7 - - - - -
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. «eeveevense 23 57.5 22 36.7 8 29.6 11 31.4 ..
Amitriptyline ...vviiieinnn, 3 7.5 13 21.7 2 7.4 4 11.4 e
Cocaine ...eeivieeieiniinisn 8 20.0 21 35.0 7 25,9 7 20.0 e
Codeine .....vovuveennvns ves 1 2.5 2 3.3 - - 1 2.9 ..
d-Propoxyphene ......ovaeusn 1 2.5 3 5.0 1 3.7 2 5.7 .
Diazepam v.vovvivreeansannsns 1 2.5 2 3.3 - - 1 2.9 iae
Diphenhydramine Jresrerenee - - 1 1.7 - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine ' .......... 4 10.0 8 13.3 - - 3 8.6 e
Marijuana/Hashish .......... 12 30.0 7 11.7 4 14.8 3 8.6 vas
Methadone ,....... [P - - 4 6.7 - - - - -
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ....... 2 5.0 1 1.7 1 3.7 2 5.7 Ve
All other drugs «...vsvvnees 35 87.5 48 80.0 27 100.0 42 120.0 55.6
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 90 225.0 132 220.0 50 185.2 76 217.1 52.0

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

¥9TE:d Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance
mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(Jure 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by
selected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Selected demographic 1980 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number {Percent | Number |Percent | Number |[Percent | Number |Percent [1992-1993
LOS ANGELES, CA
£g§al drug abuse episodes .... 985  100.0 924  100.0 1,094 100.0 1,083 100.0 -1.0
Male.oesevovunons Creesenaans 738 74.9 646 69.9 811 741 837 77.3 3.2
Female....oveenenns ieeeanes 247 25.1 276 29.9 283 25.9 246 22.7 -13.1
Unknown/no response ........ - - 2 .2 - - - - -
RACE/ETHNICITY
L of - 558 56.6 534 57.8 533 48.7 536 49.5 .6
BlacK,..veieuruvrunnn eeerans 198 20.2 180 18.5 246 22.5 192 17.7 -22.0
HispaniC.....cvvvvvvnanennaan 206 20.9 190 20.6 295 27.0 331 30.6 12.2
R, 16 1.6 13 1.4 18 1.6 23 2.1 27.8
AGUnknown/no response ........ 6 .6 7 .8 2 .2 1 .1 ..
E
6 to 17 years ...vevvvvivvien 5 .5 9 1.0 7 .6 8 .6
18 to 25 years ...cvvenannns 109 11.1 102 11.0 101 9.2 103 9.5 2.0
26 t0 34 years ....ioeiinnn . 305 31.0 250 27.1 294 26.9 275 25.4 -6.5
35 years and older ......... 564 57.8 555 60.1 692 63.3 699 64.5 1.0
Unknown/no response ...... e 2 .2 8 .9 - - - - -
SELECTED DRUGS
Algohol-in-comb. ...viveennsn 348 35.3 345 37.3 455 41.6 430 39.7 -5.5
Amitriptyline ............. . 61 6.2 85 9.2 65 5.9 51 4.7 -21.5
COCALNG v vevvvunrsrasnsnncns 422 42.8 404 43.7 558 51.0 470 43.4 -15.8
Codeine ..... e 213 21.6 176 19.0 212 19.4 167 15.4 -21.2
d- Propoxyphene Cerrisensres 51 5.2 43 4.7 53 4.8 31 2.9 -41.5
Diazepam s.vevnersiiiacanins 42 4.3 49 5.3 72 6.6 52 4.8 -27.8
Diphenhydramine 1....... . 35 3.6 36 3.9 51 4.7 41 3.8 -19.6
Heroin/Morphine .. 409 41.5 317 34.3 457 41.8 534 49.3 16.8
Marijuana/Hashish ........ 2 .2 1 N 1 1 1 .1 vae
Methadone ...........u. 17 1.7 28 3.0 35 3.2 27 2.5 -22.9
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... 58 5.9 63 6.8 55 5.0 126 11.6 129.1
PCP/PCP combinations ....... 45 4.6 40 4.3 65 5.9 68 6.3 4,6
All other drugs ........vven 584 59.3 625 67.6 741 67.7 693 64.0 -6.5
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 2,287 232.2 2,212 239.4 2,820 257.8 2,691 248.5 -4.6
MIAMI, FL
go§al drug abuse episodes .... 86 100.0 151 100.0 141 100.0 178  100.0 26.2
E
= o 46 53.5 110 72.8 109 77.3 137 77.0 25.7
Female. .. vveneennannse eses 40 46.5 41 27.2 32 22.7 41 23.0 28.1
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - - - - - -
RACE/ETHNICITY
White.s.iiisvrninniinnnnnn, . 49 57.0 73 48.3 66 46.8 79 44.4 19.7
BlacK..ieovensanosnnnanes e 16 18.6 36 23.8 40 28.4 64 36.0 60.0
Hispanic... voviiivennnnss .. 19 22.1 37 24.5 35 24.8 35 19.7 .0
Other...oeviivenennninnnnes . - - 2 1.8 - - - - -
Unknown/no response eeseees 2 2.8 3 2.0 - - - - -
AGE
6 to 17 years .....oceveinee 2 2.3 1 7 1 7 2 i.1 ‘e
18 t0 25 years ....ovvevnnen 6 7.0 14 9.3 12 8.5 15 8.4 25.0
26 10 34 Years ...v.eeeeinis 19 22,1 47 31.1 44 31.2 36 20.2 -18.2
35 years and older ........ . 58 67.4 89 58.9 84 59.6 124 69.7 47.6
Unknown/no response ..... e 1 1.2 - - - - 1 .6 ves
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ........... 24 27.9 47 31,1 48 34.0 64 36.0 33.3
Amitriptyline . . 7 8.1 4 2.6 8 5.7 5 2.8 ves
Cocaine ...... 37 43.0 110 72.8 103 73.0 147 82.6 42.7
Codeine vovvevenvnaronen 8 9.3 7 4.6 18 12.8 13 7.3 -27.8
d-Propoxyphene 5 5.8 6 4.0 7 5.0 8 4.5 Ve
Diazepam .....o00ues 18 20.9 20 13.2 18 12.8 12 6.7 -33.3
Diphenhydramine Jrerereeeees 5 5.8 9 6.0 9 6.4 6 3.4 “ae
Her01n/M0rph1ne P 9 10.5 14 9.3 25 17.7 28 15.7 12.0
Marijuana/Hashish .......... - - 3 2.0 2 1.4 1 .6 ees
Methadone ......... eneseuan 3 3.5 3 2.0 4 2.8 1 .6 .
Methamphetamlne/Speed erees - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ..... .. - - - - - - - -
All other drugs .......... o 135 157.0 184 121.9 175 12441 152 85.4 -13.1
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 251 291.9 407 269.5 417  295.7 437 245.5 4.8

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

I;ZJQTE:d Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance
mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.08 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by

selected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Selected demographic 1990 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent Percent Number |Percent [19892-1993
MINNEAPOLIS, MN/WI
Toﬁal drug abuse episodes .... 25 100.0 100.0 47 100.0 20.5
SE
Male. oo evnrnionansennannns 15 60.0 52.7 29 61.7 38.1
Female...vvoevinenass irena 10 40.0 47.3 43.6 18 38.3 5.9
Unknown/no response ........ - - - 2.6 - - -
RACE/ETHNICITY
White......... rebtecainaneae 23 92.0 0.9 89.7 39 83.0 11.4
Black,..soevvvsrinnnssnneannas 1 4.0 9.1 7.7 2 4.3 e
Hispanic....iivuvvnnnn, eees - - - - - - -
Other.....coviviinnnn, Crens 1 4.0 - - 3 6.4 .
Unknown/no response ...... e - - - 2.8 3 6.4 .
E
6 to 17 years ....... - - - 5.1 2 4.3 Ve
18 to 25 years . 4 16.0 3.6 7.7 5 10.8 Ve
26 to 34 vyears ... 3 12.0 30.9 12.8 12 25.5 ene
35 years and older ... . 18 72.0 65.5 71.8 28 59.6 .0
Unknown/no response ........ - - - 2.6 - - .
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ...... ceas 8 32.0 27.3 8 20.5 i) 23.4 e
Amitriptyline ...........00. 2 8.0 20.0 5 12.8 3 6.4 en
COCAINg Lvvvreurrnirannnnnas 2 8.0 12.7 4 10.3 6 12.8 e
Codeine ..oveivvnvnnirnnaions 3 12.0 5.5 - - 1 2.1 e
d-Propoxyphene .........cve4 - - 7.8 2 5.1 4 8.5 ces
Diazepam ......ovvevnns veeas 2 8.0 - 1 2.6 - - v
Diphenhydramine ,........... - - 9.1 2 5.1 3 6.4 e
Heroin/Morphine 1700 .. 6 24,0 21.8 7 17.9 9 19.1
Marijuana/Hashish .......... 2 8.0 3.6 3 7.7 5 10.6 Ve
Methadone «..vvvvvennnravans - - 1.8 1 2.6 2 4.3 e
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... 1 4.0 - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - - - - - - -
All other drugs ......... e 36 144.0 76.4 35 89.7 49  104.3 40.0
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 62 248.0 185.5 93 197.9 36.8
NEW ORLEANS, LA
Total drug abuse episodes .... 63 100.0 100.0 62 100.0 1.6
SEX
Male..ooiiiviiiinieiinnnanes 47 74.6 83.0 45 72.68 -2.2
Femalé, .ooerrvernnss 13 20.6 15.1 16 25.8 14.3
Unknown/no response 3 4.8 1.9 1 1.6 Ve
RACE/ETHNICITY
i 30 47.6 56.6 49.2 36 58.1 20.0
33 52.4 43.4 47.5 25 40.3 -13.8
- - - - 1 1.6 vee
- - - 3.3 - - e
6 to 17 years ... vevununes . 4 6.3 1.9 3.3 - - ves
18 to 25 years ....cveeuunnn 5 7.9 22.6 6.6 7 11.3 ‘e
26 10 34 years .....ivvninns 26 41.3 22.6 36.1 16 25.8 -27.3
35 years and older ......... 27 42.9 50.9 50.8 37 59.7 19.4
Unknown/no response ........ 1 1.6 1.9 3.3 2 3.2 e
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ..euivevanan 25 39.7 35.8 36.1 27 43.5 22,7
Amitriptyline ....cciiuiiinen 3 4.8 3.8 1.6 - - oee
Cocaine ........ s rasses 34 54.0 64.2 50.8 38 61.3 22.6
Codeine «...ovvrnennnnaannas 2 3.2 - - - - 3 4.8 o
d-Propoxyphene ........... . 3 4.8 2 3.8 1 18.0 4 6.5 -63.6
Diazepam ...veiviinninnnianas 2 3.2 1 1.9 1 1.6 - - e
Diphenhydramine greerreeees 2 3.2 2 3.8 4 6.6 2 3.2 ven
Heroin/Morphine ' .......... 3 4.8 3 5.7 7 11.5 18 29.0 ve
Marijuana/Hashish .......... 5 7.9 1 1.9 4 6.6 3 4.8 es
Methadone ....ovuuveneerans, 3 4,8 5 9.4 2 3.8 2 3.2 e
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ....... 4 6.3 1 1.9 4 6.6 1 1.6 Voo
All other drugs .,..vcoivntn 37 58.7 37 69.8 28 45,9 30 48.4 7.1
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 123  195.2 107 201.9 115 188.5 128 206.5 11.8

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

NOTE: ~Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance

mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).




MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by
selected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Selected demographic 1990 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number [Percent [1992-1993
NEW YORK, NY
Total drug abuse episodes .... 1,540 100.0 1,439 100.0 1,397 100.0 1,465 100.0 4.9
SEX
Male.oeiievvnrernencnsesnnns 1,085 70.5 1,063 73.9 1,102 78.9 1,178 80.1 6.4
FOMALE . ¢ vvvvrrrrrnsinaninnns 455 29.5 375 26.1 278 19.9 285 19.6 2.5
Unknown/no response ....... . - - 1 . 17 1.2 7 5 -58.8
RACE/ETHNICITY
White........ eedcsarcananaa 472 30.6 508 35,3 543 38.9 592 40.4 9.0
BlacK,.eeessrosern eriasaee 525 341 520 36.1 468 33.5 471 32,2 .6
HispaniC..vviuserrnnnansenns 523 34.0 386 26.8 369 26.4 377 25.7 2.2
Other .. vvveirenirnneres e 18 1.2 15 1.0 11 .8 12 .8 9.1
Unknown/no response ........ 2 A 10 7 6 .4 13 .9 ves
GE
6 to 17 years ... 2 A 6 .4 10 7 9 .6 -10.0
18 to 25 years .. . 151 9.8 149 10.4 127 9.1 142 9.7 11.8
26 t0 34 vears «....i00s 507 32.9 478 33.2 409 29.3 414 28.3 1.2
35 years and older ......... 877 56.9 800 55.6 850 60.8 898 61.3 5.6
Unknown/no response ........ 3 2 6 4 1 A 2 A e
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcchol-in-comb, ........... 615 39.9 507 35.2 549 39.3 577 39.4 5.1
Anitriptyline ........... ver 100 6.5 85 5.9 40 2.9 28 1.9 -30.0
Cocaing vvvveveniersnininaaas 857 55.6 804 55.9 731 52.3 815 55.6 11.5
COOBLNE vvevevvennrsnnssanes 31 2.0 12 .8 51 3.7 26 1.8 -49.0
d-Propoxyphene .......oo0n0 47 3.1 25 1.7 23 1.6 3 .2 -87.,0
Diazepam vovvvvinnierinenaas 178 1.6 122 8.5 31 2.2 23 1.6 -25.8
Diphenhydramine ,..... Cerees 60 3.9 28 1.8 22 1.6 10 7 -54.5
Heroin/Morphine LEDRRRRaN 557 36.2 581 40.4 679 48.6 793 84.1 16.8
Marijuana/Hashish .......... 84 5.5 72 5.0 127 9.1 154 10.5 21.3
Methadone ....vveevveveenaen 277 18.0 230 16.0 197 14.1 237 16.2 20.3
Methamphetamlne/Speed PP - - - - 1 A 1 1 e
PCP/PCP combinations ...... . 20 1.3 .3 6 .4 7 .5 .
All other drugs .ooevevnensn 1,423 92.4 952 66.2 385 27.6 328 22.4 -14.8
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 4,243 275.9 3,423 237.9 2,842 203.4 3,002 204.9 5.6
NEWARK, NJ
Total drug abuse episodes .... 117 100.0 194 100.0 178  100.0 187 - 100.0 5.1
SEX
MalB. . vivuievnnnaneroass Ve 90 76.9 148 76.3 144 80.9 145 77.5 7
Female. viuvenievronnnannanns . 27 23.1 45 23.2 34 19.1 42 22.5 23.5
Unknown/no response ........ - - 1 .5 - - - - -
RACE/ETHNICITY
White....... 43 36.8 71 36.6 74 41.6 60 32.1 -18.9
Black..... . 64 54.7 110 56.7 82 46.1 103 55.1 25.8
Hispanic...vovevevss . 9 7.7 12 6.2 20 i1.2 22 11.8 10.0
Other...vvvvivenns heriaseens - - - - - - 1 .5 Ve
AGgnknown/no rFesSponse «...euas 1 .8 1 .5 2 1.1 1 5 .
6 to 17 years ...ooevvviinnas 5 4,3 3 1.5 1 .6 1 .5 vee
18 t0 25 years .....vvuennes 17 14.5 32 16.5 20 11.2 19 10.2 -5.0
26 to 34 yvears ........n. e 44 37.8 68 35.1 63 35.4 59 31.6 -6.3
35 years and older ......... 49 41.9 90 46.4 92 51.7 102 54.5 10.9
Unknown/no response ........ 2 1.7 1 .5 2 141 6 3.2 Ve
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ....... cres 57 48.7 86 44.3 84 47.2 83 44.4 -1.2
Amitriptyline ......o0veens. 3 2.6 6 3.1 7 3.9 8 4.3 e
COCALNE vvvivvsrnnsnns veeen 82 70.1 136 70.1 123 69.1 126 67.4 2.4
Codeine v.ovvvvrvseiiinarones 36 30.8 61 31.4 16 9.0 17 9.1 6.3
d-Propoxyphene ....... FETSAN - - 4 2.1 4 2.2 4 2.1 ces
Diazepam ...oviieveerarranas 20 17.1 14 7.2 21 11.8 7 3.7 -66.7
Diphenhydramine 1...... ..... - - 1 .5 - - - - -
Heroin/Morphine e 19 16.2 67 34.5 81 45.5 105 56.1 29.6
Marijuana/Hashish .......... 3 2.6 7 3.6 1 6.2 9 4.8 -18.2
Methadone ......ccvvveneensns 12 10.3 14 7.2 14 7.9 11 5.9 -21.4
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... - - - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ....... 3 2.6 2 1.0 - - - - -
All other drugs «.....covvus 49 41.9 76 39.2 44 24.7 35 18.7 -20.5
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 284 242.7 474 244.3 405 227.5 405 216.8 .0

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

I;JQTE:d Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown" was the only substance
mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distributior 9f drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by
tielected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Selected demcgraphic 1990 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number [Percent | Number ]Percent |1992-1993
NORFOLK, VA
gg%al drug abuse episodes .... 15 100.0 20 100.0 46 100.0 37 100.0 ~-19.8
Male.osevsuvenonnnonnans seea 7 46.7 18 90.0 37 80.4 28 75.7 -24,3
Female. sevsvevrvonvinsnnsns 8 53.3 2 10.0 7 15.2 9 24.3 .e
Unknown/no response ........ “ - - - 2 4.3 - - o
RACE/ETHNICITY
White.ierenonnvvsvermanrnne 12 80.0 10 50.0 34 73.9 22 59.5 -35.3
BlacKk...ooovenvruorsnvannans 3 20.0 10 50.0 1 23.9 15 40.5 36.4
HiSpaniC..evssenresnnnnnyons - - - - . - - - B
Other. . ovivasenireciesurens - - . - - - - - -
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - 1 2.2 - - e
AGE
6 to 17 years ....eoevvinnes - - - - 1 2.2 - - e
18 10 25 Years ..cvevsrneres - - 2 10.0 4 8.7 2 5.4 e
26 10 34 years ....cevaveinn 11 73.83 6 30.0 <] 10.9 13 35.1 cos
35 years and older ......... 26.7 12 60.0 36 78.3 22 59.5 -38.9
Unknown/no response ........ . - - - - - - - -
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ........... 8 53.3 13 65.0 17 37.0 17 45.9 .0
Amitriptyline ....oviiiiaiaen 5 33.3 - - 2 4.3 - - cee
€ocaine ..oveviriieiniiniranes 5 33.3 9 45.0 21 45.7 22 59.5 4.8
Codeine vveveneresivninnnnen - - - - 2 4.3 7 18.9 e
d-Propoxyphene ............. 1 6.7 - - 2 4.3 1 2.7 cae
DiAZEPAM +vovencrrerennnanns - - 1 5.0 4 8.7 2 5.4 e
Diphenhydramine 1o . 1 6.7 2 10.0 3 6.5 - - Cee
Heroin/Morphine ' ..... . 5 33.3 9 45.0 18 39.1 23 62.2 27.8
Marijuana/Hashish . . - - - - - - - - -
Methadone ..oveeveenenn . - - - - - - 2 5.4 .
Methamphetamine/Speed . . 1 6.7 - - - - - - -
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - - - - - - - -
All other drugs ....vuvesnes 1 73.3 12 60.0 29 63.0 11 29.7 -62.1
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 37 246.7 46  230.0 98 213.0 85 229.7 -13.3
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
gg§al drug abuse episodes .... 120 100.0 120 100.0 105 100.0 139  100.0 32.4
- T N 73 60.8 64 53.3 57 54.3 77 55.4 35.1
Female.....covuuee RN veen 47 39.2 56 46.7 48 45.7 62 44.6 29,2
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - - - - - -
RACE/ETHNICITY
White..v.vvrevivnnnsrnnianes 66 55.0 99 82.5 91 86.7 117 84.2 28.6
BlacK...cveveenrnneninsninen 6 5.0 14 1.7 8 7.6 18 12.9 ‘e
HiSpaniC.cveeveesvsnenannns . - - 1 .8 - - - - -
Other..iiviveivrnseiieninnss 4 3.3 [ 5.0 6 5.7 2 1.4 .
GUnknown/no response ........ 44 36.7 - - - - 2 1.4 .
E
6 10 17 YEArS .vivevunannns 3 2.5 2 1.7 2 1.9 3 2.2 Ve
18 tO 25 Years .. .oinnvanss 8 6.7 18 15.0 15 14.3 13 9.4 -13.3
26 10 34 years .. ....000 Ve 33 27.5 30 25.0 32 30.5 26 18.7 -18.8
35 years and older ......... 74 61.7 70 58.3 54 51.4 96 69.1 77.8
Unknown/no response ........ 2 1.7 - - 2 1.9 1 7 es
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb., .....vueyen 31 25.8 33 27.5 30 28.6 45 32.4 50.0
Amitriptyline .. PN 17 14.2 22 18.3 16 15.2 14 10.1 -12.5
Cocaine . e 16 13.3 19 15.8 18 17.1 31 22.3 72.2
Codeine ... 10 8.3 4 3.3 3 2.9 9 6.5 e
d-Propoxyphene .... 8 6.7 5 4.2 5 4.8 14 10.1 e
Diazepam ..veeveuen 18 15.0 16 13.3 13 12.4 23 16.5 76.9
Diphenhydramine g 9 7.5 6 5.0 7 6.7 5 3.6 e
Heroin/Morphine ! ...... 6 5.0 2 1.7 5 4.8 9 6.5 vee
Marijuana/Hashish .......... - - - - - - 1 7 e
Methadone ........ccovuvuuss 5 4.2 3 2.5 3 2.9 1 7.9 ves
Methanphetamine/Speed ...... 3 2.5 3 2.5 7 6.7 7 5.0 cee
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - 1 .8 - - 2 1.4 v
All other drugs .....civeuee 178  148.3 162 135.0 123 117.1 188 135.3 52.8
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 301 250.8 276  230.0 230 219.0 359 258.3 56.1

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance

mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network({June 1994 daté file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by
selected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Selected demographic 1990 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number jPercent | Mumber [Percent |1992-1933
PHILADELPHIA, NJ/PA
go;al drug abuse episodes .... 445  100.0 590 100.0 667 100.0 759 100.0 13.8
E
Male....ovieenss Cresersenan . 327 73.5 478 81.0 524 78.6 609 80.2 16.2
FemMale.voeeoeoinrouninnnsosns 116 26.1 110 18.6 138 20.7 149 19.6 8.0
Unknown/no response ........ 2 . 2 . 5 .7 1 1 ves
RACE/ETHNICITY
White.......coven Ceeteaas vee 274 61.6 338 57.5 370 55.5 438 57.7 18.4
BlacK.. veeeeausns . . 141 31.7 214 36.3 254 38.1 276 36.4 8.7
Hispanic. eeeaes 25 5.6 32 5.4 37 5.5 41 5.4 10.8
Other.... 1 .2 2 .3 4 .6 2 .3 .
AGUnknown/no response P 4 .9 3 .5 2 .3 2 .3 e
E
6 to 17 years .. e 2 4 8 1.4 6 .9 5 7 ‘e
18 to 25 years ... 62 13.9 65 11.0 87 13.0 76 10.0 -12.8
26 to 34 years i 161 36.2 207 35.1 218 32.7 196 25.8 -10.1
35 years and older ......... 214 48.1 310 52.5 354 53.1 482 63.5 36.2
Unknown/no response ........ 6 1.3 - - 2 .3 - - .
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ......vevus 147 33.0 192 32.5 233 34.9 271 35,7 16.3
Amitriptyline ..........v00 24 5.4 21 3.6 12 1.8 37 4.9 208.3
Cocaine ...vevevvnnn teseenna 221 49.7 308 52.2 393 58.9 426 56.1 8.4
Codeine ,.......vvues. Cevean 89 20.0 115 19.5 91 13.8 90 11.9 -1.1
d-Propoxyphene ............. 41 9.2 43 7.3 43 6.4 53 7.0 23.3
Diazepam ...... edesereianes 48 10.8 90 15.3 134 20.1 105 13.8 -21.8
Diphenhydramine 1 Ceeriaans 13 2.9 15 2.5 12 1.8 23 3.0 91.7
Heroin/Morphine e 120 27.0 239 40.5 298 44.7 412 54.3 38.3
Marl]uana/Hashlsh e 19 4.3 17 2.9 15 2.2 20 2.6 33.3
Methadone .......... ceraan 17 3.8 20 3.4 13 1.9 30 4,0 130.8
Methamphetamlne/Speed ...... 13 2.9 10 1.7 18 2.7 25 3.3 38.9
PCP/PCP combinations ....... 12 2.7 19 3.2 17 2.5 34 4.5 100.0
All other drugs ............ 356 80.0 374 63.4 381 57.1 437 §7.6 14.7
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ..... . 1,120 251.7 1,463 248.0 1,660 248.9 1,963 258.6 18.3
PHOENIX, AZ
Xgéal drug abuse episodes .... 114 100.0 143 100.0 198 100.0 242  100.0 22.2
Male..... . e 83 72.8 99 69.2 152 76.8 153 63.2 7
Female. Cearasaes 30 26.3 43 30 1 44 22.2 76 31.4 72.7
Unknown/no response ..... ‘e 1 .9 1 2 1.0 13 5.4 Ve
RACE/ETHNICITY
ite.. ' i 86 75.4 126 88.1 184 92.9 157 64.9 -14.7
Black... . Ceene 7 6.1 11 7.7 9 4.5 18 7.4 ves
Hlspanlc................... 16 14.0 1 7 - - 32 13.2 ven
Other...ovvvaens, veereenen 4 3.5 2 1.4 4 2.0 3 1.2 e
ngknown/no response ........ 1 .9 3 2.1 1 5 32 18.2 es
6 t0 17 years ....ivvvevenes 7 6.1 4 2.8 1 .5 6 2.5 o
18 to 25 years ......... Veae 15 13.2 12 8.4 14 7.1 20 8.3 42.9
26 t0 34 Years ....ooveneeens 30 26.3 55 38.5 56 28.3 63 26.0 12.5
35 years and older ......... 61 53.5 67 46.9 125 63.1 146 60.3 16.8
Unknown/no response ........ 1 .9 5 3.5 2 1.0 7 2.9 N
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ..vveevenns 48 42.1 50 35.0 74 37.4 82 33.9 10.8
Amitriptyline .........0000. 6 5.3 8 5.6 11 5.6 18 7.9 72.7
Cocaine t..vviviiavinnaiannn 24 21.1 44 30.8 45 22.7 48 19.8 6.7
Codeine ...ovevvrerninrnronen 3 2.6 5 3.5 6 3.0 9 3.7 ..
d- Propoxyphene Cersseiesens . 6 5.3 10 7.0 9 4.5 14 5.8 ..
Diazepam ...ovvversnionaanes 6 5.3 12 8.4 11 5.6 26 10.7 136.4
Diphenhydramine greeeos veres 4 3.5 6 4.2 7 3.5 18 7.4 e
Heroin/Morphine ' .......... 39 34.2 41 28.7 73 36.9 66 27.3 -9.6
Marijuana/Hashish .......... - - - - - - - - -
Methadone .......... eeaes 5 4.4 9 6.3 1" 5.6 10 4.1 -9, 1
Methamphetamlne/Speed eeeen 10 8.8 8 5.6 16 8.1 37 15.3 131.8
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - - - 1 5 2 .8
All other drugs .......oeuus 79 69.3 98 68.5 143 72.2 224 92.6 56.6
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 230 201.8 291 203.5 407 205.6 555 229.3 36.4

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance

mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characterlstlcs and of drug mentions by
selected drug group accerding to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Selected demographic 1990 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug channe in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number {Percent | Number [Percent |1992-1993
ST. LOUIS, IL/MO
goﬁal drug abuse episodes .... 163  100.0 185 100.0 210 100.0 236 100.0 12.4
Male. . oueriaivinirtnvnnnanae 119 73.0 134 68.7 155 73.8 170 72.0 9.7
Female.....v.ns ereeaes 43 26.4 55 28.2 51 24.3 66 28.0 29.4
Unknown/no response cevrenas 1 8 6 3.1 4 1.9 - - e
RACE/ETHNICITY
B 121 74.2 123 63.1 142 67.6 165 69.9 16.2
BlaCK...overounnencsenncanas 42 25.8 68 34.9 60 28.6 61 25.8 1.7
HispaniC..eeveivrvevanns v - - - - 1 .5 - - Ve
014117 PN - - - - 2 1.0 1 4 Ve
ngknown/no response PP - - 4 2.1 5 2.4 9 3.8 e
6 to 17 years ......covvuuns 2 1.2 2 1.0 2 1.0 7 3.0 co
18 to 25 years ....veeu.. vee 21 12.9 19 9.7 23 11.0 19 8.1 -17.4
26 10 34 years ....ciavvaans 50 30.7 80 30.8 81 24.3 64 27.1 25.5
35 years and older ......... 89 54.6 112 57.4 134 63.8 146 61.9 9.0
Unknown/no response ........ 1 .6 2 1.0 - - - - -
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohcl-ip-comb. ........... 50 30.7 55 28.2 54 25.7 77 32.6 42,6
Amitriptyline ......ovvvuuns 16 9.8 21 10.8 15 7.1 16 6.8 6.7
CoCaiNe ...vvvvonuivenrcnvnns 38 23.3 69 35.4 65 31.0 75 31.8 15.4
Codeing ........ sieeriana e 15 9.2 19 9.7 12 5.7 14 5.9 16.7
d-Propoxyphene ............. 19 11.7 23 11.8 18 8.6 21 8.9 16.7
Diazepam ........ v e 27 16.6 52 26.7 37 17.6 46 19.5 24.3
Diphenhydramine 5 3.1 12 6.2 21 10.0 33 14.0 57.1
Heroin/Morphine 1 . 22 13.5 48 24,6 4 19.5 34 14.4 -17.1
Marijuana/Hashish . e 15 9.2 11 5.6 23 11.0 30 12.7 30.4
Methadone .......... . - - 3 1.5 14 6.7 3 1.3 -78.6
Methamphetamlne/Speed Ve - - 2 1.0 1 .5 5 2.1 Ve
PCP/PCP combinations ....... 2.5 2 1.0 2 1.0 4 1.7 e
All other drugs ....... e 150 92.0 203 104.1 226 107.6 214 90.7 -5.3
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 36t 221.5 520 266.7 529 251.9 572 242.4 8.1
SAN ANTONIO, TX
;Eéal drug abuse episodes .... 59 100.0 63 100.0 95 100.0 69 100.0 -27.4
[ - Cenenas 40 67.8 44 69.8 70 73.7 55 79.7 -21.4
Female....ovvvnsenss Cerreans 18 25.4 19 30.2 24 25.3 14 20.3 -41.7
Unknown/no response Ceessena 4 6.8 - - 1 1.1 - - e
RACE/ETHNICITY
White...... F AP 28 47.5 31 49.2 45 47.4 28 40.6 -37.8
Black...... Cerreritteesneaas 2 3.4 5 7.9 11 11.6 5 7.2 -54.5
Hispanic....... Ceeseneranens 29 49.2 27 42.9 39 41 .1 34 49.3 -12.8
Other.....covvviveenas eeeen - - - - - - - - -
GUnknown/no response ........ - - - - - - 2 2.9 .
B L0 17 years .v.cvvvenvanns 1 1.7 - - 6 6.3 1 1.4 Ve
18 t0 25 years ....covesenns 9 15.3 11 17.5 10 10.5 14 20.3 40.0
26 t0 34 VEArs .....eevenuee 18 30.5 20 31.7 37 38.9 22 31.9 -40.5
35 years and older ......... 31 52.5 32 50.8 42 44.2 31 44.9 -26.2
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - - - 1 1.4 .
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. 29 48.2 29 46.0 45 47 .4 40 58.0 -11.1
Amitriptyline ...... 7 11.9 7 11.1 2 2.1 1 1.4 ees
Cocaine ........ 17 28.8 29 46.0 61 64.2 42 60.9 -31.1
Codeine .....v.uu. 24 40.7 10 15.9 2 2.1 8 11.6 .
d-Propoxyphene ..... . 3 5.1 5 7.9 9 9.5 1 1.4 e
Diazepam ........ Ceeeraaan 7 11.9 8 12.7 11 11.6 4 5.8 -63.6
Diphenhydramine 1., ....... e 1 1.7 2 3.2 1 1.1 1 1.4 ‘o
Heroin/Morphine ' .......... 27 45.8 17 27.0 23 24.2 30 43.5 30.4
Marijuana/Hashish ........,. 1 1.7 4 6.3 2] 9.5 4 5.8 Ve
Methadone ........... e 4 6.8 4 6.3 10 10.5 1 1.4 -90.0
Mnthamphetamlne/Speed P 1 1.7 3 4.8 3 3.2 - - e
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - - - - - - - -
All other drugs ...... PN 36 61.0 29 46.0 47 49.5 18 26.1 -61.7
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 157  266.1 147 233.3 223  234.7 150 217.4 -32.7

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance

mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAVHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by

selected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Selected demographic 1990 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number |Percent | Number {Percent | Number [Percent | Number |Percent |1992-1993
SAN DIEGO, CA
To§a1 drug abuse episodes .... 245 100.0 211 100.0 270 100.0 251 100.0 -7.0
Male.iiiieronsnaonsannns e 188 76.7 155 187 69.3 203 80.9 8.6
Femaie. ....oeeers RN 57 23.3 58 82 30.4 47 18.7 -42.7
Unknown/no response PN - - - 1 .4 1 .4 e
RACE/ETHNICITY
White. . vrersoernnunnenrons 170 69.4 143 67.8 194 71.9 175 69.7 -9.8
BlacK.vvevsersasrsaearnanens 16 6.5 25 11.8 12 4.4 20 8.0 66.7
Hlspanlc.................... 53 21.6 34 16.1 53 19.6 51 20.3 -3.8
other........... Chevanes 6 2.4 6 2.8 11 4.1 4 1.6 -63.6
Glélnknowr/no response ..... Pes - . 3 1.4 - - 1 4 .
6 10 17 years v.eevevnnrenns 2 .8 4 1.9 3 1.1 1 4 ie
18 10 25 years ...vvsuinieinsns 28 11.4 21 10.0 24 8.9 22 8.8 -8.3
26 10 34 years ....vevivionn 88 35.9 59 28.0 88 32.6 80 31.9 -9.1
35 years and older ......... 123 50.2 126 59.7 154 57.0 148 59.0 -3.9
Unknown/no response ........ 4 1.6 1 .5 1 4 - . Ve
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. .. Ve 98 40.0 77 36.5 a9 36.7 94 37.5 -5.1
Anitriptyline ........... 15 6.1 7 3.3 14 5.2 2 .8 -85.7
€oCaine ..ivennieriirananenas 54 22,0 67 31.8 84 31.1 95 37.8 13.1
Codeine ......... [ . 56 22.9 67 31.8 143 53.0 122 48.6 -14.7
d-Propoxyphene ............. 6 2.4 9 4.3 8 3.0 6 2.4 Ve
Diazepam ..oivevervneaiinninn 16 6.5 27 12.8 36 13.3 10 4.0 -72.2
Diphenhydramine greeeeseees . 3 1.2 3 1.4 6 2.2 5 2.0 .
Heroin/Morphine PP 121 49.4 108 51.2 161 59.86 136 54,2 -15.5
Marijuana/Hashish ........., - - 2 .9 - - - - -
Methadone .......covenivnens 2 .8 3 1.4 5 1.9 3 1.2 vee
Methamphetamlne/Speed 47 19.2 33 15.6 71 26.83 77 30.7 8.5
PCP/PCP combinations ....... - - 1 5 1 4 6 2.4 vas
All other drugs .......... . 138 56.3 122 57.8 177 65.6 156 62.2 -11.9
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 556 226.9 526 249.83 805 298.1 712 283.7 -11.6
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
go§31 drug abuse episodes .... 273 100.0 268 398 100.0 340 100.0 -14.6
E
Male...... PO N 198 72,5 197 . 307 771 254 74.7 -17.8
Female..covveonennonnns cenne 73 26.7 70 26.1 89 22.4 84 24.7 -5.6
Unknown/no response [N 2 . 1 .4 2 .5 2 .6 e
RACE/ETHNICITY
White.iiviiirrrennninnenenes 177 64.8 182 67.9 268 67.3 250 73.5 -6.7
BlacK...vevvonveesrasnsannns 49 17.9 50 18.7 63 15.8 57 16.8 -9.5
HispaniC..,....... e 30 11.0 26 9.7 48 12.1 24 7.1 -50.0
Other....ovveevens Ceresaea 7 2.6 10 3.7 19 4.8 8 2.4 -57.9
GUnknown/na response ........ 10 3.7 - - - - 1 .3 e
6 10 17 years «vvvieeevnvesn 1 4 3 1.1 - - - - -
18 10 25 VEBIS vvrriuriisenn 19 7.0 26 9.7 28 7.0 23 6.8 -17.9
26 t0 34 YEArS L.eiiiiieiens 80 29.3 69 25.7 91 22.9 74 21.8 -18.7
35 years and older ...... es 172 63.0 170 63.4 277 69.6 243 71.5 -12.3
Unknown/no response ........ 1 .4 - - 2 5 - - ves
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcghol-in-comb, ........... 125 45.8 97 36.2 135 33.9 125 36.8 -7.4
AMLtriptyling ...vivevvrnnas 25 9.2 14 5.2 21 5.3 12 3.5 -42.9
[0 T & - N a9 36.3 113 42.2 174 43.7 138 40.6 -20.7
CodeINe .avvrrvnvneevonnannn 38 13.9 28 10.4 53 13.3 43 12.2 -18.9
d-Propoxyphene ............. 11 4.0 9 3.4 14 3.6 8 2.4 -42.9
Diazepam .v.ivesiriisininns 37 13.6 29 10.8 38 9.5 34 10.0 -10.5
Diphenhydramine FERERRERTTR 14 5.1 g 3.4 15 3.8 17 5.0 13.3
Heroin/Morphine ereeraea 99 36.3 82 30.6 152 38.2 171 50.3 12.5
Marijuana/Hashish .......... - - 1 4 10 2.5 7 2.1 -30.0
Methadone .......cveuvens vee 13 4.8 25 9.3 23 5.8 10 2.9 -56.5
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... 26 9.5 27 10.1 31 7.8 54 15.9 74.2
PCP/PCP combinations ...... 7 3 1.1 3 .8 - - e
All other drugs ...... 165 60.4 141 52.6 196 49.2 151 44.4 -23.0
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 654 239.6 5§78 215.7 855 217.3 770 226.5 -11.0

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the only substance

mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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MEDICAL EXAMINER DATA

Table 4.06 - Distribution of drug abuse deaths by decedent demographic characteristics and of drug mentions by
selected drug group according to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Selected demographic 1990 1991 1992 1993 Percent
characteristics and drug change in
groups numbers,
Number (Percent | Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number |Percent |1992-1993
SEATTLE, WA
gg%al drug abuse episodes .... 127  100.0 116  100.0 143  100.0 152 100.0 6.3
Male: ivuvennsuniaroriannass 86 67.7 80 69.0 96 67.1 111 73.0 15.6
Female. vverensoneecnnennnes 40 31.5 35 830.2 47 32.9 41 27.0 -12.8
Unknown/no response ........ 1 .8 1 .9 - - - -
RACE/ETHNICITY
White, s iinirennsannnnnes 111 87.4 96 82.8 122 85.3 126 82.9 3.3
BlacK..eeesurorenroonoanones 8 6.3 il 9.5 9 6.3 19 i2.5 e
HispaniC.vevvvvevernnsnnocns 3 2.4 5 4.3 7 4.9 4 2.6 Ve
Other. v ieveessrsnnnnnarons 5 3.9 3 2.6 5 3.5 3 2.0 ven
GUnknown/no response ...eee. - - 1 .9 - - - - -
E
6 to 17 years ....vcevvnns o 1 .8 - - 2 1.4 2 1.3 Ve
18 t0 25 years ....ceuvieenn 8 4.7 6 5.2 13 9.1 17 11.2 30.8
26 to 34 years ....evvennnes 29 22.8 23 19.8 37 25.9 37 24.3 .0
35 years and older ......... N 7.7 87 75.0 91 63.6 96 63.2 5.5
Unknown/no response ........ - - - - - - - - -
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ........... 53 41.7 35 30.2 58 40.6 68 44.7 17.2
Amitriptyline ....vveiveeinn 1 8.7 7 6.0 13 9.1 13 8.6 .
COCAINE vvevivnnvnrnarinness 29 22.8 33 28.4 a5 24.5 41 27.0 17.1
Codeine v.ovivvnerennaen cene 5 3.9 4 3.4 6 4.2 5 3.3 e
d-Propoxypheng ....oveeavens 4 3.1 8 6.9 13 9.1 11 7.2 -15.4
DiazZepam ..veveeesnineiirena 12 9.4 10 8.6 10 7.0 11 7.2 10.0
Diphenhydramine erereereees 9 7.1 6 5.2 7 4.9 7 4.6 e
Heroin/Morphine ' .......... 49 38.6 47 40.5 66 46.2 99 65.1 50.0
Marijuana/Hashish . . - - 1 .9 1 7 2 1.3 cee
Methadone ........... . 13 10.2 10 8.6 6 4.2 7 4.6 v
Methamphetamine/Speed - - 1 .9 - - 1 7 eee
PCP/PCP combinations . ves - - - - - - - - -
All other drugs .......covaes 86 67.7 61 52.6 89 62.2 90 59.2 1.1
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 271 213.4 223 192.2 204 212.6 355 233.6 16.8
WASHINGTON, DC/MD/VA
gg§al drug abuse episodes .... 223 100.0 232 100.0 212 100.0 248  100.0 17.0
Male, . vieeonnenrnarsennanons 157 70.4 165 71.1 156 73.6 192 77.4 23.1
Female..oveuiarenersnnsnnnes 85 29.1 65 28.0 56 26.4 56 22.6 .
Unknown/no response ........ 1 4 2 .9 - - - - -
RACE/ETHNICITY
L - 69 30.9 84 36.2 as 41.5 93 37.5 5.7
Black, . veievernnaeronnonaias 150 67.3 140 60.3 120 56.6 151 60.9 25.8
HiSpaniCevessvvnnvervnnannns 4 4 4 1.7 2 .9 1 .4 Ve
Other, . voeiiiiviiennninanss 2 .9 2 .9 2 .9 3 1.2 e
Unknown/no response ........ 1 .4 2 .9 - - - - -
AGE
6 to 17 years ....civviinnns - - 1 4 1 .5 3 1.2 e
18 10 25 Years vvvvivvenenes 21 9.4 17 7.3 19 9.0 28 1.3 47.4
26 10 34 years ...ivvevicnns 67 30.0 71 30.6 64 30.2 58 23.4 -9.4
35 years and older ......... 132 5§9.2 142 61.2 127 §9.9 156 62.9 22.8
Unknown/no response «....... 3 1.3 1 4 1 .5 3 1.2 e
SELECTED DRUGS
Alcohol-in-comb. ......0v0en 91 40.8 83 35.8 105 49.5 114 46.0 8.6
Amitriptyline .. .o, 15 6.7 8 3.4 9 4.2 10 4.0 Vs
Cocaine ......... eesns 101 45.3 113 48.7 87 41.0 98 39.9 13.8
Codeine ...ovevoes . 1 4 8 3.4 15 7.1 40 16.1 166.7
d-Propoxyphene ., N 5 2.2 4 1.7 <] 2.8 7 2.8 e
Diazepam ....ev0n . - - 5 2.2 4 1.9 18 6.0 L.
Diphenhydramine e . 4.0 5 2.2 10 4.7 18 7.3 80.0
Heroin/Morphine . vaae 102 45.7 128 53.0 85 40.1 105 42.3 23.5
Marijuana/Hashish ......v0.. 2 .9 - - 4 1.9 1 .4 Ve
Methadone .....vvveierinnnns 2 .9 1 .4 1 5 4 1.6 ven
Methamphetamine/Speed ...... - - - - 1 5 - - ‘ee
PCP/PCP combinations ....... 11 4.9 3] 2.6 17 8.0 29 11.7 70.6
All other drugs ...eevvuevss 82 36.8 99 42.7 153 72.2 126 50.8 -17.86
TOTAL DRUG MENTIONS ...... 421 188.8 455 196.1 497 234.4 568 229.0 14.3

1 Includes opiates not specified as to type.

NOTE: Excludes deaths in which AIDS was reported and deaths in which “drug unknown” was the cnly substance

mentioned.

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network(June 1994 data file).
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APPENDIX |

SUPPLEMENTARY TABLES

This appendix presents supplementary tables of both a technical and substantive nature.

This report reflects all of the medical examiner (ME) data on the Drug Abuse Warning Network
(DAWN) files for calendar year 1993 submitted as of June 1994. However, not all facilities reported for
the entire year 1993. To inform readers of these reporting patterns, table I-1 presents technical data on
the completeness of 1993 reporting of DAWN ME facilities according to metropolitan area. In this table,
the total number of facilities in each metropolitan area is classified according to the number of months
each facility reported. Months are counted if expected drug abuse deaths were received in time for
inclusion in this report.

ME jurisdictions providing data appearing in this report are listed in Tables I-2 and I-3. Table 1-2
shows counties reporting in 1993 in each of 43 metropolitan areas now included in DAWN ME data
system; the data from these jurisdictions are presented in Chapters 2 and 3 of this annual report. Table
I-3 lists ME jurisdictions included in the panel of ME facilities with a consistent reporting history over the
period from 1990 through 1993; data from these jurisdictions are presented in Chapter 4 of this report.
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Table I-1.

1993

Number of medical examiner facilities and number of months reported,
according to metropolitan area:

Metropolitan area

Number of
facilities

Number of months reported 1

12 months

10 or 11 months

9 months or
less 2

Anchorage, AK
Atlanta, GA
Baltimore, MD
Birmingham, AL
Boise, ID
Boston, MA
Buffalo, NY

Casper, WY
Chicago, IL
Cleveland, OH
Dallas, TX
Denver, CO
Detroit, MI
Fargo, ND

Greenville, SC
Indianapolis, IN
Jackson, M

Kansas éity, KS/MO
lL.as Vegas, NV

Los Angeles, CA
Louisville, KY

Miami, FL
Milwaukee, WI
Minneapolis, MN/WI
Nashua, NH

New Orieans, LA
New York, NY
Newark, NJ

Norfolk, VA
Oklahoma City, OK
Omaha, NE
Philadelphia, NJ/PA
Phoenix, AZ
Portland, OR
Providence, RI

Saint Louis, IL/MO
Salt Lake Clt¥, ur
San Antonio, TX
San Diego, CA

San Francisco, CA
Seattle, WA

Sioux Falls, SD

Washington, DC/MD/VA
Wilmington, DE

Total DAWN System
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1
inclurled in the report.

2 These jurisdictions are not included in the 1993 data.

Months are not counted if drug-related cases were expected but were not reported in time to be

SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network (June 1994 data file).
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Table I-2. Medical examiner jurisdictions reporting information to DAWN
Information Processing Standard [FIPS] codes)

(along with state-county Federal

s according to metropolitan area: 1993

Anchorage
Anchorage Borough, AK (2-020)

Atlanta
Clayton County, GA (13-063)
Cobb County, GA (13-067
De Kalb County, GA (13-089)
Douglas County, GA (13-097)
Fultop County, GA (13-121)
Gwinnett County, GA (13-135)
Henry County, GA (13-151)
Paulding County, GA (13-223)

Baltimore
Anne Arundel County, MD (24-003)
Baltimore County, MD (24-005)
Carroll County, MD (24-013)
Harford County, MD (24-025)
Howard County, MD (24-027)
Queen Anne’s County, MD (24-035)
Baltimore City, MD (24-510)

Birmingham
Jefferson County, AL (1-073)

Boise
Ada County, ID (16-001)

Boston
Essex County, MA (25-009) !
Middlesex Colnty, MA (25-017) 1
Norfolk County, MA (25-021)
Plymouth County, MA (25-023) !
Suffolk County, MA (25-025)

Buffalo 2
Erie County, NY (36-029)
Niagara County, NY (36-063)

Chicago
Cook County, IL (17-031)
Du Page County, IL (17-043)
Kane County, IL (17-089)
Lake County, IL (17-097)
McHenry County, IL (17-111)

Casper
Natrona County, WY (56-025)

Cleveland
Cuyahoga County, OH (39-035)

ballas
Collin County, TX (48-085)
Dallas County, 7X (48-113)
Denton County, TX (48-121)
Ellis County, TX (48-139)
Kaufman County, TX (48-257)
Rockwall County, TX (48-397)

Denver
Adams County, CO (8-001) !
Arapahoe County, CO (8-005)
Boulder County, CO (8-013) !
Denver County, CO (8-031)
Douglas County, CO (B-035)
Jefferson County, €O (8-059) 1

Detroit
Macomb County, Mi 526-099)
Monroe County, MI (26-115)
Oakland County, MI (26-125)
St. Clair County, MI (26-147)
Wayne County, MI (26-163)

Fargo
Clay County, MN (37-027) 1
Cass County, ND (38-017)

Greenville
Greenville County, SC (45-045) 1

Jackson
Rankin County, MS (28-121)

Indianapolis
Johnson County, IN (18-081)
Marion County, IN (18-097)

Kansas City
Wayandotte County, KS (20-209)
Jackson County, MO (29-095)

Las Vegas
Clark County, NV (32-003)

Los Angeles
Los Angeles County, CA (6-037)

Louisville
Jefferson County, KY (21-111)

Miami
Dade County, FL (12-025)

Milwaukee
Waukeesha County, WI (55-133)

Minneapolis
Anoka County, MN (27-003)
Carver County, MN (27-019)
Chisago County, MN (27-025)
Dakota County, MN (27-037)
Hennepin County, MN (27-053)
Isanti County, MN (27-059)
Ramsey County, MN (27-123)
Scott County, MN (27-139)
Washington County, MN (27-163)
Wright County, MN  (27-171)
St. Croix County, WI (A5-109)

Nashua
Hillshorough County, NH (33-011)

New Orleans
Jefferson Parish, LA (¥2-051)
Orleans Parish, LA (22-071)
St. Bernard Parish, LA (22-087)

St. John Baptist Parish, LA {22-095)

St. Tammany Parish, LA (22-103)

New York
Bronx County, NY (36-005)
Kings County, NY (36-047)
Nassau County, NY (36-059)
New York County, NY (36-061)
Putnam County,” NY (36-079)
Queens County, NY (36-081)
Richmond County, NY (36-085)
Suffolk County, NY (36-103)

Newark
Essex County, NJ (34-013)
Morris County, NJ (34-027)
Somerset County, NJ {34-035)
Sussex County, NJ {34-037)
Union county, NJ (34-039)

Norfolk
Norfolk City, VA (51-710)
Portsmouth City, VA (51-740)
Virginia Beach City, VA (51-810)

Oklahoma City
Oklahama County, OK (40-109)

Omaha

Douglas County, NE (31-055)
Sarﬁy County, NE (31-153)
Washington County, NE (31-177)

Philadelphia
Burlington County, tJ (34-005)
Camden County, NJ (34-007)
Gloucester County, NJ (34-015)
Bucks County, PA” " (42-017)
Chester County, PA’ (42-029)
Delaware County, PA (42-045)
Montgomerg County, PA (42-081)
Philadelphia County, PA (42-101)

Phoenix
Maricopa County, AZ (4-013)

Portland
Clackamas County, OR (41-005)
Multnomah County, OR (41-051)
Washington County, OR (41-067)

Providence
Kent County, RI (44-003)
Providenge County, RI (44-007)

St. Louis
Clinton County, IL (17-027)
Madison County, IL (17-119)
Monroe County, IL (17-133)
§t. Clair County, IL (17-163)
Franklin County, MO (29-071)
Jefferson County, MO (29-099)
St. Charles County, MO (29-183)
St. Louis County, MO (29-189)
St. Louis City, MO (29-510)

Salt Lake City
Davis County, UT (49-011)
Salt Lake County, UT (49-035)

San Antonio
Bexar County, TX (48-029)

San Diego
San Diego County, CA (6-073)

San Francisco
Marin County, CA (6-041)
San Francisco County, CA (6-075)
San Mateo County, CA  (6-081)

Seattle
King County, WA (53-033)
Snohomish County, WA (53-061)

Sioux Falls
Minnehaha County, Sp (46-099)

Washington
District of Columbia (11-001)
Calvert County, MD (24-009)
Charles County, MD (24-017)
Frederick County, MD (24-021)
Montgomery County, MD (24-031)
Prince George’s County, MD (24-033)
Arlington County, VA ~ (51 -013)
Fairfax County, VA (51-059)
Loudon County, VA (51-107)
Prince William County, VA (51-153)
Stafford County, VA ~(51-179)
Alexandria City, VA (51-510)
Falls Church City, VA (51-610)
Manassas City, VA" (51-683)

Wilmington
New Castle County, DE (10-003)

1

2 Niagara County, in the Buffalo area, has four MEs that report to DAWN.
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Table I-3. DAWN medical examiner jurisdictions (along with state-county Federal Information Processing Standard
[FIPS] codes) providing data to trend tables, according to metropolitan area: 1990-1993

Atlanta
De Kalb County, GA (13-089)
Fulton County, GA (13-121)

Baltimore
Anne Arundel County, MD (24-003)
Baltimore County, MD (24-005)
Carroll County, MD (24-013)
Harford County, MD (24-025)
Howard County, MD (24-027)
Baltimore City, MD (24-510)

Buffalo
Erie County, NY (36-029)
Niagara County, NY (36-063)

Chicago
Cook County, IL (17-031)
Du Page County, IL (17-043)
Kane County, IL (17-089)
Lake County, IL (17-097)

Cleveland
Cuyahioga County, OH (39-035)

Dallas
Dallas County, TX (48-113)

Denver
Arapahoe County, CO (8-005)
Denver County, CO (8-031)

Detroit
Macomb County, MI (26-099)
Oakland County, MI (26-125)
Wayne County, MI (26-163)

Indianapolis
Johnson County, IN (18-081)
Marion County, IN (18-097)

Kansas City
Wyandotte County, KS (20-209)
Jackson County, MO (29-095)

Los Angeles
Los Angeles County, CA (6-037)

Miami
Dade County, FL (12-025)

Minneapolis
Anoka County, MN (27-003)
Hennepin County, MN {27-053)
Ramsey County, MN (27-123)

New Orleans
Jefferson Parish, LA (22-051)
Orleans Parish, LA (22-071)

New York
Bronx County, NY (36-005)
Kings County, NY (36-047)

Nassau County, NY (36-059)
New York County, NY (36-061)
Queens County, NY - (36-081)
Richmond County, NY (36-085)
Suffolk County, NY (36-103)

Newark
Essex County, NJ (34-013)
Sussex County, NJ (34-037)

Norfolk
Norfolk City, VA (51-710)
Portsmouth City, VA (51-740})
Virginia Beach City, VA (51-810)

Oklahoma City
Oklahoma County, OK (40-109)

Philadelphia

Burlington County, NJ (34-005)
Camden County, NJ (34-007)
Gloucester County, NJ (34-015)
Bucks County, PA (42-017)
Chester County, PA (42-029)
Delaware County, PA (42-045)
Montgomery County, PA (42-091)
Phildelphia County, PA (42-101)

Phoenix
Maricopa County, AZ (40-13)

St. Louis
Madison County, IL (17-119)
St. Clair County, IL (17-163)
Franklin County, MO (29-071)
St. Charles County, MO (29-183)
St. Louis County, MO (29-189)
St. Louis City, MO (29-510)

San Antonio
Bexar County, TX (48-029)

San Diego
San Diego County, CA (6-073)

San Francisco
Marin County, CA (6-041)
San Francisco County, CA (6-075)
San Mateo County, CA (6-081)

Seattle
King County, WA (53-033)
Snchomish County, WA (53-061)

Washington
District of Columbia (11-001)
Montgomery County, MD (24-031)
Prince George's County, MD (24-033)
Arlington County, VA (51-013)
Fairfax County, VA (51-059)
Prince Wiliiam County, VA (51-153)
Alexandria City, VA (51-510)

NOTE: The jurisdictions appearing in trend tables come from a consistent panel of medical examiner facilities
with similar reporting histories over the years from 1990 through 1993. Rules for inclusion required that
facilities report data for at least 10 menths in each of the 4 years. The reason for a consistent panel
is to ensure that apparent changes over time are not likely to be explained by gaps in reporting. It
should be noted, however, that trend tables in later reports of medical examiner data may be based on a
different panel of reporting facilities and, therefore, trends from one annual report to another may not
be comparable. Data from Boston are excluded due to incomplete reporting in 1992.
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APPENDIX li

DAWN MEDICAL EXAMINER REPORT FORM
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FORM NUMBER

4813C0:z

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

MEDICAL EXAMINER REPORT

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
DRUG ABUSE WARNING NETWORK (DAWN)

FORM APPROVED:
OMB NO. 0930-0078
Expires 4/30/34

1. PROVIDER 2, CROSS REFERENCE
NUMBER (Facility Use Only)
3. 82};?;%‘ Month Day Year DRUG/SUBSTANCE INFORMATION
11. ALCOHOL INVOLVED (Mark [X] one responss)
1 O Yes (If YES, please note concentration 2 No
INFORMATION ON DECEASED 12. LIST EACH DRUG/SUBSTANCE NAME IN ONE OF THE SPACES BELOW
4. AGE 5. SEX
1 1 Male N'D ONLY
(Must be 06-97 yrs.) 2 {J Female
6. RACE
1 [0 White, not of Hispanic Origin
2 3 Black, not of Hispanic Origin
3 O Hispanic
4 [T American Indian or Alaskan Native
5 O Asian or Pacific Islander
6 [Z Unknown
7 (O Other (Specify)
7. DECEDENT'S HOME 2IP CODE
o (Otherwise mark [X] one responise) For each non-alcohol substance listad abovs, mark [X] one respense in each data item below.
! Unk i -
1 nknown 2 [J No Fixed Address 13. ROUTE OF ADMINISTRATION ; SngS'l ,iNC'ESS
8, CAUSE OF DEATH (See reverse side)
A. Was this a DRUG-INDUCED CASE (e.g., the Oral 01
drug{s] directly caused the death as .
documented in County records such as the Injection 02
death certilicate and/or autopsy findings)? inhaled 03
1 Oves [INo Smoked (Includes Freebase) 04
B.1 If not drug induced, please select one of the -
following DRUG-RELATED CASE categories: Snilled, Snorted 05
2 {1 Drug Abuse in Combination with Unknown 06
Physiological Condition
3 [ Drug Abuse in Combination with Other 07
External Physical Event
4 O Drug Abuse-Caused Medical Disorder 14. LAB TEST USED TO IDENTIFY DRUG

{(Whether abuse is past or present)

B.2 Please mark [X] confirmed if the drug-related
case in B.1 is based on a documented
conclusion in County records (e.g., death
centificate states that drug abuse contributed to
the death but was not the primary cause):

O contirmed
Please mark {X] presumed if the drug-related
case in B.1 Is based on positive toxicology
{e.g., presence of illicit substances or legal
drugs exceeding therapeutic levels) -- QR -- on
other documentation of past or present
substance abuse that may be related 1o the
cause of death.

3 Presumed

DRUG # listed)

FINDINGS (List test methods, specimen, and findings for each arug

9.

MANNER OF DEATH
1 ] Accidental/Unexpected
2 [ Suicide
3 O Homicide
4 {0 Undetermined
5 O Natural

10. FACTORS SUPPORTING DAWN CASE DETERMINATION

{ Mark [X] for all that apply )
1 [J Death Certilicale
2 T} Toxicelogical Laboratory Report
3 [J Autopsy
4 7] Inspection of Scene of Death
5 ] External Physicai Signs
6 ) Statement of Hospttal Family. Friends
7 7] Other (Specify)

15 CODED REMARKS

H case invoives an (V Jruq user vath HIV+/AICS. ptaasa wiite "HIV'+" or "AIDS" n the 'rst four spaces belo

L R

|

|

t
h

v
{
h
i

ADM 581-2
Rev. 12/92
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APPENDIX Il

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Cause of death: See “drug abuse death.”

Commonly encountered brand: A brand name used as an example of a generic drug. A brand name
was selected as an example if it accounted for at least ten percent of the emergency room drug
mentions in its “drug category” during the 1991 calendar year, based on data from the Drug Abuse
Warning Network (DAWN).

Drug abuse: The non-medical use of a substance for any of the following reasons: psychic effect,
dependence, or suicide attempt/gesture (see “manner of death”). For the purpose of this definition,
non-medical use means:

* The use of prescription drugs in a manner inconsistent with accepted medical practice;

* The use of over-the-counter drugs contrary to approved labeling; or

» The use of any substance (heroin, marijuana, peyote, glue, aerosols, etc.) for psychic effect,
dependence, or suicide.

Drug abuse death: A drug-induced death is any death involving a drug “overdose” where usually a toxic
level is found or suspected. A drug-related death is any death where the drug usage is a con-
tributory factor but not the sole cause, (i.e., accidents, disease state, withdrawal syndrome, etc.);
causation of death by the drug is not implied. DAWN codes two causes of “drug-induced” deaths:
s Direct—single drug cause {overdose); and

» Direct—multiple drug cause (cause not attributable specifically to any one drug but to drug
overdose).

“Drug-related” deaths, where drug usage is a contributory factor, are coded as:

= Combination with physiological condition;

« Combination with external physical event; or

» Combination with medical disorder, probably drug caused.

DAWN medical examiner (ME) cases in which AIDS (acquired immunodeficiency syndrome) was
reported and cases in which “drug unknown” was the only substance reported are excluded from
the tables of ME data in this report. As in pravious years, the ME data in this report exclude

homicide cases reported to DAWN.

Drug abuse death, case, or episode: A reported death that involved drug abuse. ME cases involving
children under 6 years of age are not reported.
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Drug abuser: A decedent who had taken a substance(s) without proper medical supervision for
reason(s) of psychic effect, dependence, or suicide attempt/gesture (see "drug abuse”).

Drug category: A genetic grouping of substances reported to DAWN. The DAWN drug grcupings are
periodically reviewed in order to reflect the most recent changes in pharmaceutical classifications
and drug legislation. Occasional changes in drug classification should be taken into consideration
when comparing drug data from this report with other DAWN reports. These classifications may
involve street names and brand names, which are sometimes used to identify a substance and its
generic drug group. Such names are carried in DAWN due to the inability of some drug users to
reliably identify a substance other than by its street name. Therefore, references to substances
such as “speed,” appear in the tables. Additional clarification is provided for the following drug
categories:

= Alcohol-in-combination —DAWN does not gather data on alcohol used alone, only alcohol used
concomitantly with another abused substance. Therefore, all alcohol mentions are combination
mentions.

= Heroin/morphine—Although heroin may be the ingested drug, it is metabolized to morphine.
Therefore, heroin and morphine are treated as a single drug. This is particularly important with
respect to attributions of cause of death. In addition, in this report, the heroin/morphine category
includes mentions of opiates not specified as to type.

» Marijuana/hashish—As both marijuana and hashish are derived from the cannabis plant and
have tetrahydrocannabino! (THC) as their psychoactive ingredient, they are treated as a single
drug in this report.

» Diazepam—Mentions of desmethyldiazepam, a metabolic product of diazepam, are combined
with those of diazepam in this report.

* Methamphetamine/speed—Data for methamphetamine and speed previously were shown
separately. To facilitate analyses, data on these twoe DAWN methamphetamine categories are
now shown together under the aggregate category of “metharphetamine/speed.”

* Fluoxetine and imipramine—In DAWN reports for 1988, mentions of Prozac®, an antidepressant
first marketed in December 1987, were misassigned to the imipramine category. In this report,
Prozac® has been removed from the imipramine group, combined with generic fluoxetine, and
tabulated under the category of “fluoxetine.”

* Drug unknown—ME mentions of “drug unknown” may result from cases in which the ME knows
that a decedent was a drug abuser (e.g., using drugs intravenously) but has not tested for
specific drugs. ME cases in which “drug unknown” is the only substance reported are excluded
from the tabulations in this report.

Drug concomitance: This term refers to whether a drug abuse death involved a single drug mention or
muitiple mentions.

Drug mention: This refers to a substance that was mentioned in a drug abuse case. In addition to
alcohol-in-combination, up to six substances can be reported for each drug abuse death; thus, the
total number of mentions exceeds the number of total cases. It should be noted that a drug
mention may or may not be the confirmed “cause” of the death in multiple-drug abuse cases. Even
when only one substance is reported for a case, allowance should still be made for reportable
drugs not mentioned or for other contributory factors.
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Form in which drug was acquired/found: The form in which the substance was received by the
user/abuser is coded, not the form in which the substance was consumed. In the case of the
decedent, the form in which the drug was found in evidence is of concern. [Data no longer
collected from MEs by DAWN as of July 1991.]

Manner of death: Drug abuse deaths reported to DAWN (ME episodes) are coded as either
“accidental/unexpected,” “suicide,” or “homicide.” Data on drug-related homicide deaths are not
included in this report. The manner-of-death codes are defined as follows:

* Accidental/unexpected—An unintentional death resuiting from a drug abuse episode. The cause
of death may be drug induced or drug related. The essential feature of this manner of death is
that the user/abuser did not intend to die.

* Suicide—The deliberate taking of one’s own life. The deceased may have used drugs to bring
about his or her own immediate destruction, or the death may be drug related, involving external
physical events (e.g., jumping, hanging, shooting, cutting the wrist, etc., with the intention of
ending one’s life).

» Natural—A death not due to external causes but due to a medical disorder or physiological
disease process. In DAWN this category includes cases in which the decedent’s drug abuse
caused the medical disorder or physiological condition, such as AIDS. This also includes cases
where a condition was worsened by the decedent’s drug use (e.g., a heart condition or diabetes).
Note that AIDS cases are excluded from the tables in this report. Deaths from natural causes
are not shown separately in this report but are included in the “unknown/not reported” manner of
death category.

Medical examiner (ME): All MEs and coroners in the DAWN metropolitan areas or counties are eligible
for participation in DAWN. The data in this report reflects records submitted by 132 ME facilities for
deaths occurring in 1991. As noted elsewhere, deaths in which AIDS was reported and those in
which “drug unknown” was the only substance mentioned are excluded. in addition, opiates not
specified as to type are tabulated under the category of hercin/morphine.

Metropolitan area: A unit composed of a relatively large core city or cities and the immediately adjacent
geographic areas. Conceptually, these areas are integrated economic and social units with a large
population nucleus. DAWN ME data are collected in 27 metropolitan areas. For the 21 areas
covered in the DAWN emergency room data, ME facilities are recruited from within the same
boundaries of the as those used to select sample hospitals. These are the Metropolitan Statistical
Areas and Primary Metropolitan Statistical Areas defined in 1983 by the Office of Management and
Budget. See Appendix | for a list of the counties and independent cities covered in the DAWN ME
reporting base.

Race/ethnicity: The race/ethnicity categories distinguished in the DAWN data in this report are:

¢ White, not of Hispanic origin—A person having origins in any of the original peoples-of Europe,
North Africa, or the Middie East.

» Black, not of Hispanic origin—A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa.

* Hispanic—A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, or Central or South American, or other
Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.

* American Indian/Alaskan Native—A person having origins in any of the peoples of North America
and who maintains cultural identification through tribe. affiliation or community recognition.
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» Asian/Pacific Islander—A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East,
Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands.

« Other—A person whose race cannot be classified into any of the categories above. This residual
category was replaced on the DAWN form in July 1991 after having been removed in an eatlier
revision.

Rank: A rank indicates the relative frequency of mentions for a particular drug category within the total
DAWN system. For example, a drug category ranked second indicates that it accounted for the
second highest number of mentions among all drug categories. When two or more drugs received
equal numbers of mentions, they are assigned the same rank. It should be noted that a difference
in rank should be considered only as indicative of a difference in frequency among drugs reported
to DAWN, no matter how small, and not as necessarily denoting a meaningful or significant
difference. For example, a difference of one between ranks of drug categories could mean a
difference of one drug mention or a difference of many.

Route of drug administration: The method by which the substance was taken into the user/abuser's
body is coded according to the following categories:

« QOral—ingested through the mouth.
= Injection—Ingested either intravenously, subcutaneously, or inframuscularly.

s [nhaled—Refers to the gases or fumes of a substance that are taken into the body by inhaling
through the nose or mouth into the lungs (e.g., inhaling the fumes of glue, aerosols, paints,
transmission fluid, etc.).

* Smoked (includes freebase)—Refers to substances (e.g., marijuana) that are acquired as a
cigarette and to “crack” cocaine which is smoked (freebased).

« Sniffed/Snorfed—Refers to a substance in a powder or crystal form that is taken into the body by
way of the nose (e.g., cocaine, herain).

» Other—Used when the route of administration cannot logically be included as any of the above.
Single-drug death, case, or episode: A drug abuse death that involved only one drug.

Therapeutic class: A general grouping of generic drugs such as tranquilizers, narcotic analgesics,
barbiturate sedatives, etc. These groupings are based primarily on a pre-existing classification
used in the National Drug and Therapeutic index (IMS America, Ltd.). The DAWN system has
accumulated a vocabulary of more than 7,300 substance names that have been mentioned in
incidents of abuse. This vocabulary is updated monthly by the inclusion of new abuse substances
and, through receipt of identifying information, the reclassification of drugs. Occasionally, this
reclassification may shift a drug to a different therapeutic class and/ar drug grouping.

Total DAWN System: All DAWN-affiliated facilities. Forty-two metropolitan areas are included in the
ME data.
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