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II. PREFACE

This document presents facts and opinions obtained from
courts peréonnel concerning the district court in Minnesota. It
also contains observations and récommendations by the survey
team. It is up to the discretion of the reader to determine the
ugse of the latter elements., Whatever the fate of our recommenda-
tions, we urge that the descriptive portion of the survey not be
considered alone; rather, we urge that the data be viewed as
concerning one portion of the whole court system. Any improve-
ments or changes that are considered should not be based on this
data exclusively but should be evaluated in terms of the needs of
and potential effect upon the entire court system. To this end,

we feel it is important that the Minnesota County Court Survey

be read in conjunction with this report.
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IV. BACKGROUND/OBJECTIVE OF STUDY

Chief Justice Robert J. Sheran of the Supreme Court of
Minnesota in his letter of March 17, 1974, to the district court
judges of the state had the following to say in regard to the

Minnesota District Court Survey:

I feel this survey is an opportunity for you,

as a district court judge, to offer informa-

tion and opinions on the operations of the

District Court in Minnesota. The Center's '
compilation of your responses should be a

useful tool for judicial leadership and all

those interested in the improvement of the
Minnesota State Courts.

This is what the study team has attempted to provide - a
compilation of description, facts, opinions, statistics,
observations and recommendations in oxder to meet our primary
objective which is "to assist the Minnesota Judicial Council and

the entire Court System in establishing the most effective

system feasible, "t

l. Governor's Commission on Crime Prevention and Control, Grant
Number 33-03~00-84-73, p. 5.




V. SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY

To accomplish the objectives of the study, the following
procedures were followed. Priwr to commencement of the formal
study, the study team met with district court judges from
various areas within the state ag well as others concerned with
state court aaministrgtion. Of those interviewed, some were
asked to critique a preliminary draft of a questionnaire while
others provided general information which could help us guide
the study effort. Revisions to the guestionnaire were made, and
the final version was distributed in March, 1974, to each
of the 72 district court judges in the state. Fifty-one, or
70.8%, of the judges responded to the quistionnaire. Interview
formats were prepared and follow-up visits were then conducted
in each of the state's ten judicial districts. Extensive inter-
views were held with clerks, court administrators and as many
judges and staff members as time and availability permitted.
Emphasis was placed upon the structural, organizational and
administrative aspects of the court's operations.

The report which follows, then, has drawn upon the quest-
ionnaire data, on-site empirical data, and a wide range of
subjective data supplied by state courts personnel to provide
a basis for discussion. '

For statewide summary of questionnaire responses, see

Appendix A,

.

VI. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF COURT SYSTEM

+

At the apex of the Minnesota gourt system is the supreme
court, composed of the chief justice and eight associate justices
elected for six year terms. The supreme court has "original
jurigdiction...as prescribed by law and appellate jurisdiction
in all cases." <

Beneath the supreme court in the courts pyramid is the
district court.3 The district c&urt is divided into 10 judicial
districts. Seventy-two district court judges serve all of the
state's 87 counties. The court has "original jurisdiction in all
civil cases, and appellate jurisdiction as prescribed by law."4
This includes jurisdiction over boundary waters (M.S. § 487.02).
Except in Hennepin and Ramsey Counties, the district court has
concurrent jurisdiction with the county court in the following
areas: ‘

a. proceedings for administration of trust estates or
actions relating thereto;

b. preceedings for divorce, annulment, and separate
maintenance and actions relating thereto;

¢. actions under the Reciprocal Enforcement of Supporé
Act;

d. adoption and change of name proceedings;

e.  proceedings to quiet title to real estate and real
estate mortgage foreclosure action. (M.S. ® 487.14-.19)

2. Minnesota Constitution, Article VI, Sec. 2.

3. For the basic law covering district court, see Appendix B.

4. Minnesota Constitution, Article VI, Sec. 5, Juvenile court,
jurisdiction in the second and fourth districts.




For a map depicting judicial districts, see Appendix C,

Eighty-five of the state's 87 counties are also sexrved hy 67
cognty court districts. Established by July 1, 1972 in 84 counties
and:extended in 1974 to St. Louis County, the county court system
essentially incorporated the former probate, juvenile aid munici~
pal courﬁs and added some concurrent jurisdictibh with district
court. County court was also given the authoriéy to espablish
a conciliation ~ or small claims - court and a traffic and ord-
inance violations bureau.

Fompleting the state court system are probate courts in
Hennépin and Ramsey Couhties and municipal courts in Hennepin
County, St. Paul, and suburban villages in Ramsey County. Pro-
bate courts have "unlimited jurisdiction in law and equity for
the administration of the estates of deceased persons and all
guardianships and incompeteéncy proceedings and such further
jurisdiction as the legislaturé may establish."®  Municipal courts
have civil jurisdiction to $6,000 in Hennepin County and St. Paul
municipal courts, to $1,000 in all other municipal courts;
forcible entry and detainer; petty misdemeanor, misdemeanor and
ordinance violations and preliminhary hearings in criminal
matters (M.S. 488 and 488A). Justices of the peacé, reduced in
power and number by the 1971 County Court Act, noew have juris-
diction over pleas of guilty in misdemeanors, petty misdemeanor's

and ordinance violations and in default cases where the amount

in question is less than $100 (M.S. 8 487.35).

5. 1Ibid., Article VI, Sec. 6.
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VII. ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION WITHiN DISfRIﬂT
COURT DISTRICTS: DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

A. District Court Judges

Minnesota is divided into 10 judicial districts each of
which is provided by statute with at least two judges. Numbers
range from three juddes serving thirteen counties (eighth dis-
trict) to nineteen judges serving a single county (fourth dis--
trict). Seventy~two district’ court judges are presentig"serving
throughout the state. Judges are elected for a term of(éix
years and must be learned in the law;fthe majority of those now
in office, however, were initially appdinted to the bench.
Judges are prohibited from holding any federal or any other state
office,’and from practicing as attorneys (M.S. 8 484.065).
Background

Whnnr asked tHeir positions prior to serving as district

court judges, those responding to the questionnaire replied as

follows:
37 or 74% had at one time been practicing attorneys
21 or 42% had been judges of municipal court
17 or 34% had been county attorneys
1l or 2% each had served as judge of county, probate,

or juvenile court
Another 7 or 14% had a variety of roles such as legislator,
assistant county attorney, city or village counsel, conciliation,

court and tax court work.

6. Minnesota Constitution, Article VI, s 6,7.

*
7. 1Ibid., Article VI, s 7.




Objectives

In response to the question "In your opinion, wﬁat are the
major objectives of the district court system," the judges
priorities were:

N 1l) . to provide impartial judicial decisions of the
! highest quality possible (45 or 90% selected this
as one of three major objectives);

2) to insure justice which is timely and uniformly

: applied (41 or 82% of respondents selected this
¥ as one of three major objectives);

3) " to encourdge respect for law and the administration
of justice (20 or 40% chose this as one of taree
major objectives); and,

4) ‘to provide reasonable availability of judicial
services (15 or 30% selected this as one of three
major objectives).

Having identified the judges' conception of the district court
system's ideals or objectives, we shall proceed to look at their

practical role within that system.

el emew s,

Practical View

General tarms of the district court are held sach year as

prescribed by statute. In non-metropolitan Founties}?there are

A S 4 g

generally two terms, e.g., one term beginning the first Monday

in February and another scheduled for the first Tuesday in

b adon E SR oE

September. The judges of each court may also appoint special

terms for heariﬁg46% all matters except issues of fact (M.S.

8 484.30). Terms are assigned to judges in a variety of ways.

it i ik D

Freguently, if there is no resident judge for a county, one par-
‘{ ticular judge will usually take the same general term (be it
spring or fall) and the other general term will be rotated among

the remaining judges of the district. Special terms are also

10
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rotated in many districts. In some districts, all judges travel
while in others, the resident judge of a particular county will

serve almést exclusively in that county. Questionnaire respoiises
showed 34% of the judges serving in a single county district or

in one county only, 30% in five or more counties within their
district, 10% serving in.four counties, 8% in three counties and

2% in two counties. All reéfondents claimed.a,permanent chambers

in one of the counties. In metropolitan areas, the general term ’
is continuous with an official beginning each fall.

Eighty percent of respondent judges hear all matters coming
before the district couart. Specialization ¢enerally is limited to
those courts serving larger metropolitan areas. One indication

_of how judicial time is spent is the average distribution of
time according to Hype of matter obtained from percentages

provided by respondént judges.

100
8
S w
) 1]
g -
[a]
9 s5.59 g B
- g
40 g5 M 5
25 5% E by 9 @ g
2 5 g 4 a
20 5 0= & & £ g
6.08 = & é &
~ 4.6% ¢ o .
0 [ 1y 3 p.9% 1.08 g2 |
11




R e T

B i TR B T L T

Y
7

As many judges had served outside their own district as had not

(48% in each instance). Those asked had done so for reasons of dis-
qualification/conflict of interest (36%), illness ‘of the othexr

judée (14%), or excessive caseload in the other district (12%).

drganization and Administration

Judicial participation in the overall administration of the
individual judicial districts appeared limited in most districts.
As shown in the time distribution chart, the judges recorded an
average of only 1.0% of their time for administrative matters.
During interviews with clerks in each of the 10 districts, 40%
recognized the judge or chief judge as the administrative head
of the courtf' The remaining clerks either identified themselves
as the administrative head or were at a loss to identify any one.

According to Standard IIB of the Standards of Judicial Re~

§Eonsibili§x adopted by the supreme court on March 29, 1972, "a
judge should diligently discharge his administrative responsi-
bilities; should maintain professional competence in judicial-
administrction, and should facilitate the performance of the ad-
ministrative responsibilities of other judges and court officials."”
When asked to identify the adminisgrative duties of the

judges, the clerks cited the chief judge's role in term and

case assignments, calling of special meetings, appointment of
three judge panels for the hearing of appeals, and the issuance
of local rules. Other judges were said to have no administra-
tive duties (particularly in courts with no resident judge),

to have duties related to his particular courtroom,‘to partici-
pate in developing the budget, to present the budget ta the

county boaxrd, or to participate with other judges in pver-all

-
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policy and management decision making. “

The chief judge of one metropolitan aistrict‘did say he’
spent 50% of his time in administrative duties. These included
serving as representative of the court with other state and
local agencies, meeting with groups interested in the courts,
calling and chairing meetings of the district judges to dis-
cuss policy or problems which have been brought to his atten-
tion.

The judges »f each district are required by statute to
meet annually and elect one of their number as chief judge to
preside at all their meetings, “"attend all meetings of the pre~-
siding judges of the state which may be called by the chief
justice...and generally...be responsible for the coordinating

of the business of the court” (M.S. § 484.34). When asked how

frequently the judges of their districts met to discuss admiquf

strative problems, 16% of the questilonnaire respondents said

meetings were held approximately once per month, 14% had meetings

from one to three times per year, 2% met as the need arose and
2% had a meeting of the full bench every two weeks with sub-
groups meeting as needed.

Several reasons appear to contribute to the limited admini-—
strative role of the judges. For many, their first responsibi-
lity is to hedring ahd deciding of cases which leaves no time
for administration. Others seem to feel they do not have the “
authority ofvrééponsibility to perform administrative functions.
Still others have trod lightly upon such matters because they
do not want to infringe upon the authority of another elected

official ~ their clerks = and so have no staff to support their

13
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administrative efforts. The office of clerk of court is now

appointive, however, and this may cause a reassessment and/or

realignment of responsibilities and relationships in some in-

stances.

Another possible reason for the limited judicial admini-
stration is the county orientation and financing of each par-
ticular court. Each county has evolved its own set of pro-
cedures and customs which a circuit—riding judge may not have
the time nor the inclination to oversee. All the above
reasons, to the extent they apply, conbine with the tradition-~
ally high degree of autonomy of each judge to create a very
loose administration within each district.

In the absence of an active adminigtrative role, the judges
nonetheless maintain definite opinions regaxrding organization

and administration of their courts. When askad to select, from
@

a list provided to them, the major organizational and admini-
strative problems facing the trial court system, 36% chose
"inadequate control by the courts of the services or functions

required to support court operations.” Twenty~two percent

named "insufficient uniformity in court procedures and practices
among judicial districts"; 18% indicated they felt no signifi-
cant nor serious administrative or ciganizational problems
existed; 12% named the "lack of formalized and on-going program
foy evaluating and improving court méﬂagement and Jjudicial
support systems"; 12% cited "inadequate authority for the chief
judge to effective1§ administer court operations“;’and 10%

“fragmented authority and responsibility of governmental. units

at both county, district, and‘state leve® over judiecial admini-

gtration.”

gt s

Responses to a question asking "what are the major problems
related to staffing and personhél management practices facing
the trial court system today," showed the largest number of
judges indicating no significant management and personnel pro-
blems (28%) with those who did identify problems ranking them as
follows: insufficient use of subordinate cfficers to handle
routine and less demanding judicial matters (20%); insufficient
judicial manpower to meet the ¢urrent court workload (14%); in-
sufficient non-judicial personnel to meet the current csourt
workload (14%); the lack of sufficient pre-sezvice training for
new judicial personnel {12%); restrictive personnel management
policies due to county board requirements (12%); limitations in
existing in-service training opportunities for new judicial per-
sonnel (6%); the absence of sufficient numbers of gqualified
court administrators (6%); limitations on existing pre-service
or in-service training opportunities for non-judicial personnel
(6%); and lack of law clerks, social workers with inadequate
knowledge of their responsibilities, statutory terms of cburts
rather than continuous terms in smaller counties and lack of
sufficient courtroom or jury facilities (2% each).

Personnel needs were revealed in the list of steps which
the respondent judges felt could be taken tc provide better
handling and control over the court workload including: availa-
bility 95 law clerks to assist judges ( 58%); providing for
more court services/probation officers for PSI, counseling and

supervision (44%); stricter rules over grant{ng continuance

15
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{30%); use of judicial officers, referees/arbitrators/hearing
officers (26%); availability of more civil trial attorneys (20%);
availability of more prosecution and public defender staff (18%);
ugé'of district and/or regional court administrators (16%); and,
availability of more judges (12%).

Determination of the appropriate number of judges in a
district should take into consideration caseload, acdcording to
70% of respemndents; population, according to 64%; and geographi-
cal area, according to 26%. Other needs cited included greater
use of electronic data processing (14%) and adoption of more
uniform administrative procedures within and among courts (8%).

Most judges opposed any jurisdiction, bounéary or statewide
organizational changes, although 12% favored a decrease in number
of court locations, and 8% each favored creating additional court
judicial distiricts and combining existing court districts. Ten
percent fa&ored a merger of all county and district courts into
a single trial court system with specialized divisions such as
criminal, family, or conciliation.

Opinions regarding decision making authority and responsi-
bility were asked. Most judges (88%) thought the authority for
decisions regarding local practices - 'and procsdures in the dis-
trict court should belong to the district court itself although
28% favored supreme court authority in the same instance. The
authority and responsibility to establish policies, rules and
regulations on a statewide basis should rest with the supreme
court according to 74% of the respondents and the individual

digtrict courts' consensus according to 24%.

16

Fifty-eight percent of respondent judges thought it neces-
sary to have periodical meetings for all district judges while
26% thought it unnecessary.

Many administrative responsibilities could be delegated to
a court administrator according to most judges. Those favored
were: managing the court calendar (76%) ; recommending manpower
and budget needs of the court (68%); assignment of cases among
judges (54%); supervision of support personnel (52%); assign-
ment of support personnel (46%); evaluating the performance of
support personnel (44%); and establishing operating practices
and protedures ( 34%). Many of these responsibilities are
currently being performed by clerks/court administrators as is
pointed out in the section on the clerk's office.

Judges' Assessment of Needs

pPreservice and in-service education needs were expressed
by many judges. Suggested means by which they could be met
included: released time and reimbursed expenses for judges
attending required continuing education conferences (70% support-
ed thig); attendance at a judges' institute pricr to a new judge
assuming the bench (48%); reéuired annual attendance at con-
tinuing education training opportunities after becoming a judge
(44%); and more voluntary training opportunities (24%) . Bs to
1o;ation of courses, 54% approved of regionally offered courses,
and 48% approved of centrally located courses.

Compensation was assessed as inadequate by 82% of the re-

spondent judges. Only 12% thought current compensation adequate.

17
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When asked what would be sufficient, the range of responses went
from $35,000 to $50,000 with many stressing the need for match~-
ing or approacﬁ}ng (90% of) federal district court ﬁudges'
salaries. Otheré?iﬁfl%oned ihprovements such as the present
salary plus cost ;XH">ing increases, improved retirement and
pension plans or "enoaﬁh to attract competent attorneys.,"”

Improved procedures in dealing with lawyers were cited
by some judges and clerks. Scheduling problems with attorneys
and the lack of a consistent statewide policy to overcome them
create delays in some ¢uurts. Another cited as the biggest
problem of the districé'bourt by one judge -« "is getting
attorneys to talk settlement seriously prior to the time a
trial begins."

Many judges as well as clerks stressed that the existing
statistical reporting system is an inaccurate reflection of
court work levels, inadequate for comparison purposes because
of varving interpretations of categories by those supplying
data, and a waste of their time.

All judges were asked "If there is one thing that may be
achieved through this survey, what should it be?" Responses
were varied. Some comments stressed the undesirability of a
unified or integrated court at this time and the need to let
the new county court system mature and later be evaluated. One
judge stressed uniformity throughout the state. Another hoped- to
be able to be made aware of the differences in procedures through~

out the state. One felt that the survey should enhance the

18,

realization that his particular district was working "efficient-
ly and well and is solving judicial problems with full cooperation
of the county board and court personnel." Another hoped for
"realization that the present division of court responsibilities
is a, good one and that much duplication of édministration has
beenkand will be eliminated now that the clefks of district
court‘are by law also clerks of county court." Improvement of
the system through informing the legislature of the system's
needs was emphasized by one respondent. The provision of more
time for judges on the bench was seen as the most needed accomp-~
lishment by another. Two judges were concerned that judicial
freedom and independence be preserved and one that the adversary
system be preserved. One judge hoped that judicial efficiency
and the administration of justice would improve as a result of
the survey. dJudicial and staff training as well as data proces-
sing were emphasized bgapne respondent. Another hoped a de-
crease in the time between complaint and trial could be accomp-
lished in all courts. Then there was the judge who wished to
put an end to several surveys each year with the money diverﬁed
to payment for law clerks and probation officers.

One last response to the question is one which the study
team hopes will be a minimum yet very important accomplishment of
the study - that is "perhaps motivating us trial judges to some

objective analysis and self analysis as well."

19




B, District Court Commissioners

A district court commissioner is an elected official in
zach county whose term is four years (M.S. B 489.01). A commis~
sioner's powers are those of a judge in chambers, eg. they are
empowered "to issue writs of habeas corpus, to take acknowledge-
ments of deeds and other written instruments, to take depositions
and certify to same; to perform the marriage ceremony, to take
disclosures in garnishment proceedings pending in district court,
and orders for the examination of judgment debtors in proceed-
ings supplementary to execution may be made returnable before
the court commissioner" (M.S. B 489.01-,02).

The office has been abolished in St. Louis and Hennepin
Counties. Of the remaining possible 85, only three were known
to clerks interviewed in each of the judicial districts. Of
those three, one made a single appearance last year for which
he was paid $25.00; one was "of little or no use"; and the clerk
in the county of the third commissioner was "not familiar with
how often his services were used...but does feel that his ser-

vices are used from time to time."

C. The Clerk's office !
In every county ex&ept Hennepin,8 there is a clerk of court?
who performs "all duties assigned him by law and by the rules

aof the court" (M.S. B 487,01). Statutory duties include:

8. The office was abolisﬁ;d in Hennepin County.

9. See Appendix D for basip law.,

v
t
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1) maintaining records such as a register of actions,
a judgment recoxd, a docket and various indices
{ M.5.6485.07); ’

2) pioviding calendars of the cases to be txied at
each general term of court (M.S. B 485.11):

3) appointing deputies and other employees for whose
acts the clerk is responsible and whom the clerk
may remove at pleasure (M.S. B 485.03);

4) handling such financial matters of the court as
the taxing of costs and disbursements in a criminal
case ( M.5.8485.09);

5) providing information concerning actions to the
Supreme Court as prescribed by the rules of civil
procedure (M.S. § 485.16).

The clerk may also preserve vital statistics records.

An elective office until recently, the clerk of court
is now appointed by the district court judge. As of 1974,
the clerk of district court is also the clerk of county court.

Staff Composition

According to figures submitted py the district court judges,
including some estimates, there are 463 clerks and deputy clerks
throughout the state. Additional employees, estimated at 190,
include full and part-time secretarial help, full and part-time
court reporters, court services personnel, referees, aﬁtorneys,
and bailiffs. ‘

Some clerks employ a single staff for both district and
county courts while others maintain a separafe staff for each
court. The latter arrangement is more prevalent. A number of
offices with two separate staffs, however, do.have employees

who are cross-deputized to perform duties for the other court.

- Of the 463 district court clerks and deputies, an estimated 139

21
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also performed some tasks for county court.
"Phe educational backgrounds of the clerks and deputies
vagy greatly. The collation of questionnaire responses to the

highest educational background achieved revealed that 140 of the

clerks and deputies had graduated from high school, 37 had attended

business school, 47 had attended some college, 22 had received

B.A. degrees, 9 had attended graduate school, 18 had attended

some law school, 3 had actually received their law degrees

and 5 had attended the Institute for Court Management.
Thirty~eight percent of the respondent judges indicated

that at least one group within the court staff was unionized.

These groups were all or part of the clerk's staff or were

probation department employees. Thirty-four pergent of the re-

spondents said there were no unionized employees within the court

staff.

Functions

The responsibilities of the clerk's office are many and
varied far beyond the skeletal outline suggested by the statutes.
These functions are often a combination ¢f both administrative
and ministerial tasks. Not all clerksgﬁerform the same degree of
administrative as opposed to ministerial tasks. Often, due to
a small staff or a shortage of staff, the clerk is involved
primarily in the actual processing of papers, files, etc. 1In
other situations, the clerk has a larger staff and is mainly in-
volved in administrgtive concerns such as personnel, budget,

planning, development and supervision. According to figures
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obtained through use j
of the judges’ questionnaire, clerks per-

‘f()r"le(] the l()llowlllg tasks to tlle -follOWJ.ng degree. Superv.l.se

de ; i i
puty clerks for district court (52%); prepare required

district : i
court sessions (46%); take minutes of district court

session ] j
s (44%), handie Jury administration (38%); supervise

;

determine o i j i
T assist judge in Preparation of space utilization

pPrograms {12%); supervise baili

( ) ’ O
tr] (!t (:()]l[t l()% establls]l l“allpower tIalIllxlg alld developxﬂexlt

n

. \ . . . 3

(6%); decide the 4q 5
e £ >
gree of . computer Processing of information

( 1 .
4 % H v e cou l: \ erso el % iﬂle!l asxe

N .
who was performlng the above duties if the clerk was not, 22%
[

of t j indi
he respondent Judges indicated that a judge was and 16%
attributed the duties to reporters,

bailiffs, court services
officers, ete.

Organization ang Administration

accordin \
g to type of matter rather than ‘type of functio
example, N

For
twi
O people would handle all tasks in connection with

civil cases - ni i.
opening of files, recording' in the register of
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actions, indices and docket books, sitting in court and taking
minuées, etc. Another person would do all those same functions
"put, in connection with criminal- cases. Another person would
handle all driver's license and vital statistics functions.
This office would appear similar to the following on an organiza-

tion chart: b
STRUCTURE A
CLERK
DEPUTY DRIVERS
DEgggY FOR . LICENSE &
CIVIL CRIMINAL SamT

_ STATISTICS
]

In some instances, each deputy would be involvéd in receipting
and accounting for his or her own division and in other instances,
one person would perform this for the whole court.

If district and county court clerical staffs were partially
or totally combined, both courts' civil matters would usually
be performed by tﬁe same deputy or division, and traffic and
Juvenile

misdemeanor matters would be joined with criminal.

and probate would be separate.
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STRUCTURE B

CLERK
CRIMINAL DRIVERS
CIVIL DIVISION IN- LICENSE/ PROBATE
DIVISION CLUDING VITAL JUVENILE
| TRAFFIC & STATISTICSE
“MISDEMEANOR

An alternative structure for a smallex office would be one in
which all people shared in doing all work regardless of type. A
possible organizatioﬁ chart for this structure would look like
thavfollowing:

STRUCTURE C

UBERK
DEPUTY DEPUTY- PART~TIME
CLERK
25




Of the three large metropolitan courts, two were similar
towstkucture A though much enlarged with a court administrator in
addition o the clerk and expanded accounting duties and/or staff.
A third had no clerk but had a court administrator and a deputy
court administrator with staffing as follows:

DISTRICT COURT ORGANIZATIONAL CHARTLC

District chief Judge
Court Judges

|00urt Reportérﬁ‘l riaw Clerkk

»

A

[District Court Administrador

lDeputy Court Administrator

IAdministrativé Secretaqy

.

1
[Secretarial Pool |

|Pro fém.gourt Reporterd

L , |

f;aministrative Supervisor i Administrative Superviior

lResearchl [Budget I
| l | ‘

Assign- [Legal Account) |Licensd | Court

Jury ment Records | ing = Division| Divisign
Divisionipiyigich Divisiqn Divisipn

4]

1o. As provided'by Hennepin County District Court.
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- Five of the ten offices visited had written job descriptions

or qualifications and hiring procedures. Four of these were

‘developed in connection with a county~wide personnel system.

Periodic formal evaluations of the staff were the norm only in
those counties with county personnel systems. In those counties,
evaluation was performed by the cisrk, his chief assistant, the
court<é§ministr€%or or reviewed by the office head with a county
personnel board elected by the county employees.

The majority of the clerk's offices did not hold regular
sta;ﬁ meetings. Specific problems were dealt with as they arose,
and solutions were not circulated in any formal way to the whole
staff. A few offices did have an excellent device for the use
by deputies when an unusual situa%ion occurred or procédure was
required. This was in the form of a procedural handbook or card
file which include the name of the action or procedure, a written
description of the procedure required, references to appropriate
forms, references to pertinent statutes or rules and, often, a
sample. At least one office also extended this manual, not just
for unusual cases, but as something of a basic procedural manual
for‘mébt duties required.

Those counties with personnel systems also had personnel
manuals dealing with such topics as pay scales, promotion, leave,
vacations, grievance procedure, termination, hiring, employment
standards/performance evaluations, overtime and fringe benefi;s.

Compensation

Salaries ranged widely for clerks and their staff. Within
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the 62 counties with populations under 25,000, clerks of court
received salaries from a low of $7,500 (2) for district court
duties to a high of $15,443. Compensation for their assumption
of county court responsibilities ranged from $0.00 (24 who re-
ceived no specific compensation for those duties) to a high of
$4,800 (1). Two clerks also received additional compensation -
one $800.00/yéar, one $960.00/year - for providing motor vehicle
registration services.ll Tn the largex counties, compensations
included $24,500 to $31,500 including mileage payment. sSubor-
dinate personnél yecelived differing compergations also. In
tﬁose counties visited, with smaller staffs and simple or non-
existent salary structures, starting salaries for deputy clerk
positions went from $325/month to $588/month with the majority
at $350/month.. Other classificationa'and starting salaries
were as follows: court X had a "clexk: ;“ position beginning at
$454/month and a deputy court clerk at $775/month; court ¥ had
a clerk position starting at $403/month, an "assistant court
deputy" at $553/month, a "cour: deputy" at §641/month and a
vgenior court deputy" at $779/month; court 2 had & "clerk II"
at $413/month, a "court aide I" with three years' experience
at $740/month; a togurt aide VI" with one year's experience

at $824/month; and a "chieZ deputy" at $1,347/month.

Clerks' Assessment of Needs

Clerks wexe almost unanimous in their opinions that the

present state statistical reporting system is currently an

inaccurate reflection of court work, is inadeguate for comparison

3

11. Figures for 1974 obtained from irnformation providéd“ﬁy clerks

to Ardith Johnson, Clerk of Court in Pennington County.

v
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purpeses due to.varying interpretations of categories used and
vazlueless to the local clerks. They feel it should be revised

if it is truly needed, and its usefulness and purpose should be

evaluated and then explained to the local courts. Some clerks

expressed the need for some system which would discourage
attorneys from the last-minute striking of cases which are

then filed again the next term.

Another problem in need of solution is the resolukion of
calendaring problems between urban and rural courts arawing
from the same pool of attorneys.

The separation of staff members because of inadequate
facilities is of great concern to many. Having personnel
scattered through all levels and areas of the courthouse greatly
impedes efficient use of staff, processing of cases and court
security.

At least two clerks cited the problem of instituting orxgan-
izational and administrative changes because of opposition by
county boards.

The need for more communication among clerks statewide was
identified. Many felt a lack of sufficient’time eithexr in
district or statewide conferences to compare various procedures,
both legal and operational. During the study‘team’s visits
many innovative and effective methods Wéfe observed in filing
systems, calendaring systems, indexing, the use of microfilming,

minute books, and record systems. Yet there is little or no

opportunity for e¢lerks to discover, learn and adapt these innovationsj
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to their own offices.

Another situation in need of amelioration was the lack of

regular, fcrﬁél meetings between the clerks and all the Jjudges.

"'A clerk might not meet with the judges as a group more than once

a year; another might never meet with the group as a’whole. Yet
the clerk is the head of the court's primary support system; and
when the system has to support several different judges within
the course»of"each year, prccedural differences and questions are
bound to arise which call for a consensual solution or at least
a thorough communication of the prevailing solution. Regularly
established staff meetings could aid such decision-making, en~-
hance smooth operations throughout the court year and promote
uniformity. . L

Continuing education needs_mefé cited by most clerks.
There was a great deal of enthusiasm for the curriculum of the
clerks! certification program beginning at Quadna this year.
More seminars were requested by several clerks. Mandatory
conferences.were also suppﬁrtéq in the intexest of greater state-
wide uniformity. An almost universal probleém is the inability
of deputy clerks to get away for the conferences because of the
daily press of business. One clerk always tapes the educational
sessions she attends and later plays Lt %or her deputies. This
is helpful but not engugh. Support was voiced for the implementa-
tion of several half-day seminars for deputies located in such

a way that they would not have to travel long distances to

“attend.

Those courses of particular interest to the clerks inter-
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viewed were: comparative recordkeeping methods, how to issue
writs, prbcedures for bonds, and discussion of questions which

arise regarding judgments and, always, basic procedures.

D, Court Reporters and Recording

According &# squestionnaire responses, there are 77 court
reporters serving the district court judges of the state.l? Each
judge hag his own reporter who travels to each court location
with the same judge. Referees in Hennepin County also have
court reporten The reporter is responsible to the judge and
usually acts as pexsonal secretary to the judge in addition to
fulfilling coﬁrt recordlng reSOOn%lbllltleSa Reporters do their
own transcription or else have sgcretarles outside the court
staff transcribe for them. current compensation has been set
by the legislature at a maximum of $14,500 per year M.S5. §
486.05). Within that limitation, the reporter's salary is
established by order of t+he district court judge.

Court proceedings are also recorded by means of judges’
notes according to 32% of respondent judges, by clerks' notes

according to 6% of respondents and by electronic recorder accord-

ing to 16% of the respondents.

12. For basic law re court reporters see Appendix E.
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E. Case Proressing

Figures submitted by local courts to the state court admini-

strator and compiled into an annu&l report for 1973 indicated that

-

a total of 26,584 cases were terminated in the district court of
Minnesota during 1973;13 Of these, 20,453 were civil cases and
6,131l were c;iminal cases. Eleven thousand seventy-nine cases
were heard by the court, and 9,374 were tried before a jury. 1In
eriminal matters, 192 cases were terminated by court trial, 397
by jury trial, 4,780 cases turned in pleas of guilty and 762
cases were dismissed. The annual report for 1973 stated that
"statistics cleérly show that tﬁe District Coutts of Minnesota
are in a very current position. The two l&rgest courts (Ramsey
and Hennepin Counties) have a delay in jury cases of less than
9 months. Ramsey County has the longest delay in court cases
which is 6.2 months."

The delay periods, however, were calculated. on the basis
of statistics submitted by the local courts. Some have identi-
fied the entrance of a case into the system on the basis of when
the note of issue was fi'led, others on when a complaint was re-
ceived, others when an answer was received, others still on when-
ever a file was opened. Statistics have also heen artificially
influenced by the frequent striking of cases from general term
which is reflected as a termination ~ which are then re-filed
for the subsequent term. Also, it is our understanding that
the district court statistics a?d records have been concerned

i
!

i
{

13. For a more detailed breakd#wn of statistics see Appendix F.
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only with the length of time a case is in the district court
itself. Generally, there was no court employee who had or who
regularly took the responsibility to review in a criminal matter
or on appeal the totél time a defendant or litigant had been in
the court system.14 The state statistical reporting system is
not capable of producing that information.

Responsibility for the scheduling of a case was shared
among clerks and the judge according to the majority of respond-
ents (62%). Calendaring was usually performed in the following
manner. All civil cases to be tried during the general term
must be filed 28 days prior to the general terﬁ's opening day.
The clerk of court then takes the information from those cases
with timely notes of issue along with any criminal cases hound
over at the time‘to the printer. This ¢omprises the generxal |
term calendar. On the first or second day of the general term,
calendar call is held. Attorneys indicate their readiness or
lack thereof and may sometimes request a date certain or to be
put at the foot of the calenégr. On the basis of calendar call
the clerk, often in consultation with the judge, works up the
order of trial list. This is then distributed to the attorneys
and the clerk keeps them alerted as to when they should be

ready to appear. Criminal cases with defendants in custody are

14. According to the responilent judges, 46% regularly receive a
"Jail list" from the sheriff's office, but these lists do
not necessarily show length of detention.
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scheduled first, unless the party requests a delay. Jury trials trial date. According to respondents' estimates, generally less

are held before court trials. Criminal trials precede civil than 25% of scheduled trials were settled in pre-trial conferences.

trials. The time between the calendar call and first appearance Thirty-percent of the respondents showed, however, that 50% or

of jurors is often used for pre-trial hearings and motions. more of the scheduled trials were settled after the pre-trial

o i

The form for certification of readiness for trial and crimi- conference but prior to trial.

nal calendar recommendations from Hennepin County are to be found In addition to the clerk's staff and court reporter, 46%

in Appendices G and H. of the respondents had court services officers assigned to their

Once a case was submitted to one particular judge, he presid- court. Numbers of officers ranged from one shared by all judges

T W TR

ed until its termination according to 84% of the questionnaire in the district to 85 in Hennepin County. Court services cfficers

4 -
respondents. The majority of respondents (60%) did not have most often provided pre-sentence investigation (PSI) and probation

R T e

scheduling conferences.

services. The court could receive a completed PSI in approxi-

Pre~trial conferences were scheduled and held at least on mately 15 days in some courts whils others waited as long as

a request basis by 70% of respondent judges. According to one 120 days. Court services officers providing probation services

"Notice of Pre-Trial Conference" used in a Minnesota district had caseloads estimated at 40 to 70 per officer. This caseload

court, attorneys were to come prepared to: in itself provides a heavy workload which may contribute to the

1. Offer all documentary evidence and exhibits to be
marked and offered into evidence (unless objection
is made to a given exhibit it will be considered
as admitted without objection);

delay in processsing of cases. Yet at least some officers also

were said to perform counseling and pre-trial release, domestic

.7  relations and juvenile investigatory services.
2. Specify all damage claims as of the date of the i J estiy Y

conference; Those courts without court services officers assigned to

3. State and simplify the issues and amend pleadings

2 f; them were provided some services by count robation agents or
accordingly; p p Y Y P g

_ .. agents of the State Department of C tions. Sixty-t
4. Stipulate to facts and documents about which no 1 g P © orrections AxLy=two

substanti&l controversy exists; .. percent of questionnaire respondents expressed a need for

! 5. Discuss points of law and other matters which may 4, additional court services or probation resource personnel.

facilitate disposition of the case; and g

. . 2 When asked who detexrmi iled inf 1t i
6. Set case for trial before the above named judge. 4 asked who determines what detailed information is

; ; .. included in re-gentence i sti i t nswers
BY ORDER OF THE COURT ap investigatioen report, the answ

. . .. :  seemed to indicate that the individ ion i ‘
Most of the judges using pre-trial conferences indicated i indicate e individual probation officer had «

. control ov it ntent i instanc the j i m=
that they were scheduled from 6 to 21 days in advance of the over its content in most stances, e judge in co

bination with the probation officer and Commissioner of Cor-
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rections in fewer instances, the Commissioner of Corrections
alone in still fewer instances and practice and custom the
determining factor in a few situations. This reveals, per=-
haps, a need for more thorough study of the contents and use
of the PST on a statewide basis, with the judiciary taking a
more active part in determining its content and quality.

Each judicial district within the state has its own
formalized set of "special rules of practice" which serve
as guide to attorneys and the general public on procedures
required by a particular district in the course of processing

*

a case. These rules can be found in Minnesota Rules of Court

1973.

Jury administration was‘found to adhere to statutory
guidelines set forth in M.S. 593 (see Appendix I). The option
provided which allows the court to summon jurors' appearances
on a day other than the second day of the general term was
taken frequently, and jurors were summoned to appear during
the second week of the general term. The first week of the
term was then used for calendar call and pre-trial hearings.

Jury costs were a large portion of each court budget,
and most clerks and admfﬁistrators had evolved some procedures
to reduce the number of jurors reporting on a particular day
to as close to optimuﬁ as possible. Hennepin County, for
example, hopes to save as much as $60,000 in 1974 by institut-
ing changes in juror usage, many of which were prompted by a-
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration report released in

April of 1974. Problems identified by the LEAA report included

the fact that-"over half a prospective juror's time is spent
waiting to pe called for selection and trial duty"; that the
“"dismissal bolicy does not involve prior day notification...‘
[and that] dismissal for part of a day is far less effective
because the juror has alre;dy appeared and must be paid";
and, that "the two+week jury term is too long and preséﬁ£s o
a hardship for some citizens." 151y response, the nunber of !
jurors called each week was reduced, the dismissal policy was
tightened and the two week term was scheduled to bhe reduced to
one week in September, 1974. Juror supply haé also been adapfed
to the court's needs as they vary through the week, withdthe
largest demand on Monday diminishing to the smallest demand on
Friday. Practices such as these should help reduce the costs
and frustratiéns of excessive juror waiting while maintaining
proper availability of a juxy panel.

Another noteworthy practice in Hennepin County is the

distribution of A Handbook for Trial Jurors which introduces

the potential juror to the court process as well as the juror's
duties within that process (seé Appendix J).

The office of the clerk or court administrator has a major
effect on case processing. The effectiveness and efficiency
of its procedures, staff and facilities are vital to the
quality of court caseflow. PFrom the filing of the first
paper to the termination of the case, the clerk and deputies

are intimately involved in the progress of a case through the

1s5. i‘x'_:sbunty Told Better Jury Duty Might Save Money," Paul iight,
Minneavolis Tribune, June 10, 1974. ‘
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district court. Their reéordkeeping and information system

practices are discussed below.

LY

F.. Recordkeeping

The present district court recordkeeping procedures are
manual in nature with the exception of certain local court ap-
plications. ‘In general, the internal récérds and information
systemslin most courts are good but presently xeiy on methods
of information handling and transfer which belong more proper-=
ly to the nineteenth century than to tﬁe é&esent day.

At a time when the police make daily use of sophisticated
communication methods and refined laboratory techniques, when
the courts readily accept the probative value of evidence based

on modern technology, when correctional and "after care" officials

attempt to apply the latest findings in the' social and behavioral .

sciences to persons in their charge, it is anomalous that court
clerks post entries to an individual arrest record card by
hand and delete improperly made entries with an eraser. Clerks
rely upon salesmen for form design and continue to use over- '
sized and costly ($125-$250/book) Qolumes used for registers of
actions, docket, ihdices, and judgment books.

What follows is a narrative description of the major
aspects of a recordkeeping system in one district court.
We are not recommending it, but are using it for a description
of current court processes. Cost analysis of the alternative

recordkeeping systems should be explored befére changes are made.

Description of Recordkeeping Tools and Procedures

The Register of Actions is a large ledger book whose pages

are about 12" x 18" called the "Register." BEach ledger’
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containg a case index by alpha designation, eg. each plaintiff
and defendant in an action is recorded. Each page carries a file
number which is the sequential case identifier.h\%he

title of each action originally commenced or appealed in dis=
trict court is recorded. The plaintiff's name énd defendantfs
name appear along with plaintiff's and defendant's attorneys .
names. The date the cape is opened is stamped at the top in
bold print. The "register" containg the desoription and date
filed for all documents relating to the case received by the
clerk. Each and every event in the processiné of a case is
recorded and described. Summariés of court actions are re-

corded by the clerk. A Judgment Docket is a large ledger book

used by the clerk to record the following infortation:
a) judgment debtor,
b) judgment creditor,
¢) register of action page number,
d) court,
e) date of judgment;
£) date of docketing,
g) amount of judgment,
h) attorney for judgment creditor,
i) date execution issued,
j) date execution returned,
k) amount applied on judgment,

1) date judgment satisfied, and an

m? ~alpha index of each judgment debtor.
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The JIndex Reference is‘also a: large ledgexr book. The names of . :é main filing area.and are accessible to all court staff, othex
all plaintiffs and deféndants'(name of parties) are alphabe- : governméntal agenéies and local attorneys. The basic control
tihzed in tpis ledger. The date action is commenced and the ‘ é mechanism in the fields is an "out" card which is filled out by
fegister of action page number are recorded. There is a separate ‘1 the individual borrowing the.file, and placed in the drawer in
file index for civil and criminal cases. : " place of the file until it is retuxned, This file folder con-
File Cavd :; tains all documents received by the clerk and summary informa-
' Every case filed in district court also receives a file ;ﬁ tion as to what has happened during court proceedings. 1In
card, The file céizs are alphabgtized by name and filed in f: addition, the clerk records the following information on the
the main filing area. The clerk records the: i ;J front of the file folder:
,3) file identification number, ;ﬁ a) plaintiff name,
5) date and time file document received by clerk, f' b) defendant's name,
| c) fees owed or paid, f‘ ¢) plaintiff attorney,
; d) receipt nunmber, and ;" d) defendant attorney,
. e) = reference page in the counter judgment book. ;i e) reference to register of action page number,
ﬁ E_ Counter Judgment Book ’?‘ f) amount of judgment ( civil cases),
';‘ All judgments re¢orded in district court are also recorded 2\ g) judgment docket page reference,
! in a cﬁunter judgment book. As each judgment is satisfied the f: h) date of docketing time and date of default, if any, and
name is stricken from this spiral notebook. In this notebook, ;; i) receipt number, amount of fees paid by parties in case.

: g
the clerk records the: 4 Ledger of Accounts

%a/, a) name of judgment debtor, :‘ The c¢lerk uses single sheet accounting paper to reéord
b) page number of judgment book éntry, and 5" amounts owed/paid by local attorneys. |
c) amount of judgment. . 2 f Calendar
File Foxggg‘ { fﬁ Lf; The ¢alendar is a printed booklet which serves as the cen-

b
I

When a case is filed in district court it‘is_given”a; ‘tral scheduling document and therefore the principal tool for
"docket numher"bwhich coincides with the Register of Action ¥ coordinating the court schedules.

page number identifer. The case files are located in the
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Minute book

In this volume, the clerk records explanatory notes of what

has- transpired in the courtroom. This minute book is yet another

large ledger book used by the court.

Divorce et al judgment book

The clerk records in this large ledger book all court

actions resulting from either court trial or jury trials.

G. Accounting

General Description

The applications of accounting principles being used by
the courts can best be described as diverse. While there is
general agreément as to the end to be achieved, there is a con-
siderable lack of similaxiiy in the detailed processeées by which
the principles of accountiﬁg are approached. With this in mind,
the following is a description of omne such system.

The adndnistration 6f monies paid into and out of district

court is handled hv the clerk of court. As in a majority of

courts observed, it was the countyJauditor who prepared the bud-~

get, approved budget expenditurgs and paid out monies for
apprpyed expenditures.:. <he types of collections and disburse-
menté that are handled by the clerk of court are: ,

1) family éupport,

2) reciprocal shpport,
3) fees;,

4) fines,

5) trusts,
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6) restitution, and

7) bail.

The accounting functions vary from district to district and,

in almost all instances, within a multi-county district. This
function was manual in nature in all courts observed.

Money is received from persons in the form of cash, checks,
or money orders, and a handwritten receipt is issued. Money is
deposited at the bank the following morning. On Fridays and
days before holidays, money collected is deposited at the bank
in the late afternoon of the day tﬂé monies are collected.
Horksheets

A daily worksheet is prepared listing all individuals pay-
ing money to the clerk of court. 1In addition, the case identi~-
fication number is recorded, amount collected, the source of
the money and the receipt number of the trénsactiOn.

Receipts

Consecutively numbered receipt forms are provided to all
individuals making payments to the court clerk's office. A
duplicate is kept by the office.

Daily Recapitulation Form

.
This worksheet gives a detailed recap of the amount of

cash on hand at the close of each business day.

Checkbook

A)checking account is used to record dishursements of

moneys by the court.

Budget
An operating budget is rarely prepared and used by the
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court as a fiscal management tool. .

Pixed Asset Accounting

..~ We &id not discover any established procedures for item~
izing fixed assets. It is certain that they do exiﬁ?-iﬁ.some
instances, but this was not apparent in the clerk's fiﬁﬂ%s
observed.

fniernal Control

Internal control could be said to be one of the most felaxed
areas in the accounting function observed in the courts. The
small size of offices and integrity of court employees may seem
+o make any elaborate procedures unnecegsaryi however, to facili-
tate both outside audit and internal daily accouﬂtln;\as well as
enhancing the inteérity of the court, such procedures should be

established.

Tndependent Surveillance

In many cases the courts are not audited anpually and in
most cases the auditor's reports are not providéﬁ to the court.
Notwithstanding the fact that in all cases a report is filed
with the county auditor, it is imperative that the court re-

ceive a final written audit report.

H. Financing

support of the district court is currently shared between
the state and the counties. The state pays the dlStrlCt court
judges' salaries as well as travel, lodglng, postage, statlon-

ery, and telephone expenses incurred in the discharge of their

official duties ( M.S. § 484.54).
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Counties must pay the salary of the clerk, a minimum for
which is set by statute. The county board must provide the
budget for salaries of the clerk's staff, other exbenses neces-
sary in the performance of the clerk's duties (M.S. B 485.018),
and their population-based portion of the salary of their dis-
trict's court reporters (M.S. 8 486.05). Counties are also re-
quired to "provide at. the county-seat, anéd keep in good repair

a suitable court-house" (M.S. B 373.05).

According to the Tenth Annual Report, the cost of district

court for 1973 were as follows: No. ¢f (1970 Census)
i 4 i
First Dlgtrlgt © $473,794.54 Juages Poggéaglon
second District 799,402.00 12 476,255
Third District 679,321.11 6 ' 366,405
Fgurth plst;ict 2,552,790.47 19 960’080
Fifth District 665,874.60 5 258679
Sixth District 573,188.21 6 265,539
Seventh District 482,700.44 4 333'406
Elghth District 384,922.4% 3 177'380
Ninth District 454,463.24 6 265,385
Tenth District 645,835.22 6 355:232

Total costs, with five counties not reportiné, were $7,712,292.28.

For a breakdown of costs accordihg to county, see Appendix K.
Seventy—four percent of the questionnaire respondents in-

dicated that theix county boards currently were responsiﬁe to

the needs of the district court while 18% indicated that the

boards w&¢e not responsive to court needs; however, when asked to

choose whlch among several plans listed would be best for £financ-

ing of all ;tate court operations, the greatest percentage (32%)

selected total state fihancing of the courts.
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VIII. STATEWIDE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COURTS

"To promote and secure more efficient adhinistration of
justice, the chief justice of the supreme court of the state
shall supervise and coordinate the work éf the district courts
of the state" (M.S. 8 2.724). The chief justice has the author-
ity to call statewide meetings of the presiding judges of dis~-
trict court (M.é. 8 2.724, 484.34) and to assign a district
judge to serve as judge in another district "when public con-
venience and necessity require it" (M.S. 8 2.724 subd. 1).

The chief justice also has the responsibility to supervise
.

and direct the state court administrator in the performance of
the following duties and responsibilities:

subd. 2 The court administrator shall examine the
administrative methods and systems employed in the
offices of the judges, clerks, reporters, and employ-
ees of the courts and make recommendations, through
the chief justice for the improvement of the same.

Subd. 3. The court administrator shall examine
the state dockets of the courts and determine the
need for assistance by any court.

Subd. 4. The court administrator shall make recom-
mendations to the chief justice relating to the
assignment of judges where courts are in need of as~
sistance and carry out the direction of the chief
justice as to the assignments of judges to counties
and districts where the courts are in need of assist-
ance.

Subd. 5. The court administrator shall collect and
compile statistical and other data and make reports
of the business transacted by the courts and trans-
mit the same to the chief justice and to the re-
spective houses of the legislature to the end that
proper action may be taken in respect thereto.

Subd. 6. The court administrator shall prepare and
submit budget estimates of state appropriations neces-=
sary for the maintenance and operation of the judicial
system and make recommendations in respect thereto.

Subd. 7. The court administrator shall collect statis-
tical and other data and make reports relating to the
expenditure of public moneys, state and local, for the
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maintenance and operation of the judicial system and
the offices connected therewith.

Subd. 8. The court administrator shall obtain reports
from clerks of courts in accordance with law or rules
adopted by the supreme court of this state on cases
and other judicial business in which action has been
delayed beyond periods of time specified by law ox
rules of court and make report thereof to the supreme
court of this state and to the respective houses of
the legislature.

Subd. 9. The court administrator shall formulate and
submit to the judicial council of this state and to the
respective houses of the legislature recommendations of
policies for the improvement of the judicial system,

Subd. 10. The court administrator shall submit annually
as of February 1, to the chief justice and the judicial
council, a report of the activities of the court ad-
ministrator's office for the preceding calendar year.

Subd. 1ll. The court administrator shall attend to
such other matters consistent with the powers delegated

herein as may be assigned by the supreme court of this
state. (M.S. B 480.15).

The state court édministrator has on his staff a statistician/
secretary, a deputy court administrator and her secretary and
accountant, and & director of continuing education for state
gourts personnel with a small staff of his own.

The judicial council, to which the state court administra-
tor is to submit recommendations of policies for "the improvement
of the judicial system," was created in 1937 "for the continuous
study of the organization, rules and methods of procedure and
practice of the judicial system of the state, and of all
matters relating to the administration of said system and its
several departments" (M.S. B8 483.01). The council is composed
of the chief justice or another justice or former justice
appointed by him; two district court judges or former judges;,
and one former or current probate judge each selected by his or

her colleagues; and seven others appointed by the governor one
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of whom must be a judge of municipal court and at least four of :ortunately,'some local courts personnel do not understand the

. s " 3 3 Ve
whom must be attorneys "of wide practical experience" (M.S. § ‘ole of the State Court Administrator and what the position's

483.02). ' elationship is to the various state courts themselves. It
Another body which may gather "for the consideration of as apparent in conversations with courts personnel throughout

matters relating to judicial business, the improvement of the . the state that communicgtion between all segments of the

judicial system and the administration of justice" is an "annual = entire state court system, both judicial and non-judicial person-

conference of the judges of the courts of record of this state .el, must be improved, increased and formalized.
and of members of the respective judiciary committees of the
legislature, and of invited members of the bar." This meeting
may be provided by rule or specidl order of the supremeé court
(M.S. 8 480.17). '

Visits throughout the state revealed little communication
between the district court and the state court levels. Judges

had some contact with the supreme court chief justice or the

state court administrator concerning temporary assignment to

another district or to the supreme court. Clerks had contact
with the state court administrator or his deputy at yearly Ao
meetings or in connection with the statistical reports sub-
mitted to him. Communication of the Chief Justice and State Courts;
Administrator has primarily been with Chief District Judges and ?1
the officers and committee chairmen of the District Judges® Assocé%
iation. Communication with clerks has been with the officers and%

comnittee chairmen of their asscciation., The State Court Admini-é%
strator's Office has recently generated a great deal of activity ?E
and communication through the recently created program for Con- ;f
tinuing Education for State Courts Personnel which has provided .
several educational programs based on extensive work by curricu-'éi

lum advisory committees with district court representation. Un- 1,

.

48 49

A




IX. BROAD RECOMMENDATIONS

The three major objectives of the district court system
sat by the district court judges as noted earlier were the
following:

1) to provide impartial judicial decisions of the
highest quality possible;

2) to insure justice which is timely and uniformly
applied; and,

3) +to encourage respect for law and the administra-
tion of justice.

The majority of the judges feel they are moderately successful

in achieving their goals. Our recommendations for improving

the system are directed toward those portions of the second and administrative structure adequately staffed must be established

third objectives which have not met with as great a success as 7:throughout the state court system.

the first. We hope to provide guidelines for a district court ?'Administration

system which will facilitate the aqually successful attainment %f

iesponsibility is reséricted to the duties of the bench, to the

rendering of judicial decisions, then they must accept the con-

kequences of their decision. The refusal to assume an active,

ieadershlp role in the administration of the co-equal branzh of

government will affect the efficiency of judicial activity.

In our attempts to influence the decision that the judic-

" jary must make, the study team repeats the words of the American
économist, Dr. William Freund, who warned against complacency
when he said, "We must choose to ke the managers of change or

: the victims of change."16

To meet the following redommendations, a well coordinated

It is recommended that the state courts under the leader-

of these other goals. i

in Minnesota is not a major problem. Our concern is for the

spect for law and the administration of justice. In order to
meet these objectives, a major question must be asked and an-

swered by each member of the judiciary of this state.

They must answer the question individually and COllecth81Yr;

"Who shall assume responsibility for the admlnlstratlon of the

state court system in Minnesota?". If they answer that their

. - ship of the chief justice recognize, define, and undertake their
Judges and clerks have indicated that timeliness of juStlce:fresponsibility for administering the state court system.  In
?>pursuing this goal, it is recommended that they adhere to

uniform application of justice and for the encouragement of re- ;:standard 1.30 set by the American Bar Association Commission on

Standards of Judicial Administration's Standarde Relating to

Court Organization:

The court system should control its own
administrative policies and should have
procedures through which all its judges

can participate in developing such poclicies.
Authority to implement the court's ad-
ministrative policies should be estab-
lished in a clear and simple set of
management relationships under the supgr-
visory authority of the chief justice.’

This "set of management relationships" should be defined to

1w§nclude the chief justice of the supreme court, the chief
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16. Judicature, March 1973, vol. 56, no. 8, p. 323.
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judge at the district level and the judge of every local court.

Responsibilities and relationships of each position to every!
other position should be clearly drawn. Each judge should

aspife to the Standard of Judicial Responsibility adopted by

the supreme court in 1972 which states that "a judge should
diligently discharge his administrative responsibilities, should §&
maintain professionalchmpétence in judicial administration,
and should facilitate the performance of thé administrative
responsibilitiesHof other judges and court officials.”

It is also recommended that the judiciai council more
actively‘pursue its responsibility to study the organization and 5 
methods of practice and procedure as they relate to statewide
administration (M.S. B 483.01) and sérve as an advisor thereon
to the chief justice. It is also recommended that all court proi
jects for which federal funds are being sought be submitted to
the Chief Justice and the State Court Admini;trator for apprdvalf_

Commurzications and Administration

It is recommendéd that, according to the ABA's court
organization standard 1.30, "all judges in the court system....
convene regularly as a body to deliberate upon and discuss.the
work of the court system and their problems and responsibilities ;l
in its administration." These meetings should include the
judicial officers as well as judges of all courts in the state
and should provide a mechanism for participation in "administra- |
tive policy-making through the processes of recommendation,
review, comment and criticism."17

It is recommended that improved communications statewide
e )

17. StandurégrRelatlng to Court Organization, American Barx
Association Commission on Standards of Jud1c1al Admln;
stration, 1974, p. 59. :
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be enhanced at the local level through regular meetings of all
levels of staff - both judicial and non~judicial - to establish
a forum for discussions and a means of feedback on major pro-
blems, policies and procedures affecting the courts, -

It is recommended that a statewide program of public infor;
mation concerning the state courts be launched to properly-
educate the public and its elected representatives regarding the
needs and concerns of the courts. This public information pro-
gram should be coordinated through the State Court Administrator.
At the local level, a single individual should be responsible for
public information functions as part of his or her job descrip-
tion. This person should be readily identifiable to the court-
house visitor. It is further recommended that pamphlets be pre-
pared and distributed regarding court processes and the citizen's
involvement in them. These pamphlets could include such topics
as court procedures, defendents' rights, jurors' and witnessés'
rights and responsibilities, etc.18

Recordkeeping, Statistics,; Information and Adnministration

It is recommended that the court system and its administrators
have a management information system which meets two main require-
ments:

1) it should provide appropriate management information to
tpe.appropriate person at the time it is needed for de-
cision-making, management and planning purposes; and,

2) it should meet statutory requirements.

All the state courts' management information needs should be

coordinated into a single, integrated system. Standard 1.60

of the ABA's Standards Relating-to Court Orgénization is an

Courts, National Advisory Council on Criminal Justice
Standards and Goals, Standard 10.3, p. 202.
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excellent guideline with which to formulate a system of records,
statistics, and information which is useful, which serves the

needs of the system. Under the above criteria it is anticipated

‘that the present statistical reporting system will be revised

radically in keeping with local courts' needs and comments.
It is further recommende& that suggestions set forth in the

Minnesota County Court Surveyl9pertaining to recordkeeping and

management information systems be followed. These include the
creation at the state level of a deputy court adminigtrator
with specific supervisory responsibility for the management
information system.

Other recordkeeping recommendations include exploring the
use of alternative bodks of record in lieu of costly, oversized
registers now in use; the establishmenﬁ of uniform criteria for
the destruction of records including files, depositions and ex-
hibits; uﬁifprm standards for the use and acceptability of micro-
film; and the uniform use of a single, standard sized page for
record forﬁs.‘ » |

Uniformity and Administration

‘ It is recommended that the courts take advantage nf an im~
proved administrative structure in establishing more unifqgh
practices and procedures throughout the state. 1In additiéﬁ to
those previously suggested, we recommend uniform praﬁtice,gnd

procedures in the scheduling of attorneys, in the use ofrpre—

19. Minnesota County Court Survey, Susan C. Beerhalter and
James A. Gainey, National Center for State Courts,
March, 1974.

.
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trial hearings, in jury administration and the use of pre-
selection questionnaires, in determinatioﬁ of bail and release
on personalrrecognizance standards, in the contents and use of
the pre-sentenc¢e investigation report, in the development of a
procedﬁral handbook for the clerk's office and in the develop-
ment of a system for evaluating court effectiveness in meeting
its objectives. .

If timely a&ministration of justice is an objective of
the system, then it is recommended that specific statewide
standards be set for the timely disposition of criminal and
civil cases and various stages during the court process. Per-
iodic evaluations of timeliness should be made through the use
of an improved information system. Failures to meet the time
standards should be analyzed by court administrative personmnel
at the local, or state level as appropriate with the aim of
eliminating processing delays.

Personnel Needs

It is'fecommended that, to ovefcome the great variations
in employment qualifications andvproceéures, personnel policies
and compensation, a statewide system for non-judicial personnel
be estab;ished under the auspices of the state court administra-
tor's'officefté include uniform standards for job descriptions,
gqualifications, application and selection proceduriis, training,
evaluation and compensation. It is recommended that the pertin-

ent ABA Standards Relating to Court Organization be observed.

Standards include in part, that:

@
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Non=-judicial personnel of the court system including
part~time staff and consultantsg, should be selected,
supervised, retained and promoted in accordance with
regulations...[which] should ‘provide for:

(i) A uniform system of position classification
and levels of compensation.

(ii) A system of open and competitive application,
examination, and appointment of new employees that
reflects the special requirements of each type of
position in regard to education, professional certi-
fication, experience, proficiency, and performance
of confidential functions. . Employment should be
made without discrimination on the basis of race or
ethnic identity, age, sex, or religious or political
affiliation; and should be administered to encourage
members of minority or disadvantaged groups to seek
employment  in the court system.

(iii) Uniform procedures for making periodic eval-
uation of employee performance and decisions concern-
ing retention and promotion.

(iv)’ Requirements that discipline or discharge be
based on good causeé and be subject to appropriate
review.

(v) Compatability, so far as possible, with the
employment system in the executive department.
Tranefer of individuals from one system to the
other, without impairment of compensation, senior-
ity, or fringe benefits should be facilitated.

b) Auxiliary staff classifications. Regulations
governing non-judicial employees of the court system
ghould reflect the differences in duties and re-

sponsibilities of various types of non-judicial per-
sonnel.

It is also recommended that clerical staffs for district and
county courts be combined, where they have not been already,
for more effective utilization and supervision under the now
combined office of clerk of district‘and county court. It is
recommended that the combrined staff be organized into teams

operating according to function rather than according to type
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of matter. A more detailed description of this organization

may be found in the Minnesota County Court Survey, pages 55

through 58.

It is also recommended in accordance with ABA Standards,
that "the judicial salary structure as & whole [be] adequate
to assure that highly gqualified people can be attracted to the
pench and can continue to serve without undergoing economic
hardship [and that compensation] correspond to the compensation
paid to professionals gnd executives performing responsibilities
of comparable significance and complexity."20

Another definite personnel need is forva statewide study of
the use of commissioners and other quasi-judicial personnel to
determine what nature of subordinate personnel can best meet
the needs of the district court. Specifically, it should be
determined whether or not the position of district court com-
missioner is a viable position and, if not, whether referees,
law clerks or some other céurt officer might better meet current
needs. Research results could then be used as a basis for re-

quests for any changes in personnel which are deemeq necessary.

20. Standards Relating to Court Organization, P. 44,
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Anotﬁer widely recognized personnel recommendation which
is supported by the staff, is the continuation of a vigorous
education program for courts personnel. Great satisfaction
War expressed by cletks for the programs previously prepared
by the newly created office of continuing education for state
courts personnel. = The main problem which needs to be overcome
is the current inab%lity of deputy level staff to get away to
attend educational courses. It is reccmmended by both clerks
and by the survey team that a series of half-day seminars, at
enough locations to reduce required travel time, be offe ﬁg for
those members of the clerical staff who cannot attend the“&onger
térm programs at distant locations. It is also suggested that
the continuing education staff explore the possibility of a
series of manuals and video-tape courses for local use including
an orientation to the court system, to legal process, to basic
procedures within the clerk's office and other topics identified
by courts personnel. The survey team also recommends attendance
by new judges at an orientation institute (as was recommended by
48% of the respondent judges), and required annual attendance at
continuing education training opportunities after becoming a
judge (as was rédommended by 44% of respondent judges) .
Accounting

Tt is a staff recommendation, supported by suggestions from
both judges and clerks, that the courts be assisted by adequate

numbers and categories of support personnel. At the local level,
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this would include additional court services officers. Another
possibility is at least one law clerk in each district at a
centralized location wiFh an adequate law library to provide
research support to the judges of the district.

The financial function of the court is an integral part of
court administration and is accomplished through accounting and
auditing procedures.21 This prospectus would suggest that the
accountiqg and auditing procedural problems of the court are
manifestations of their organizational and administrative pro-
blems.

It is the recommendation of the survey team that this
function provide for the collection of court revenues, mainten-
ance of trust accounts; maintenance of operational budgeting,
and the distribution of payments in accordance with procedures
promulgated by the state court administrator’'s office which

would insure that the following basic financial management needs

are met:

1}  Accounting of fees and fines

All receipts must be promptly and properly recorded if the

: s : . s 2
system is to provide current, and accurate financial information.2

Prdcedures must provide for the preparation of daily and periodic

i

21. Ibid., p. 78.

22. Accounting Procedures: Statewide Accounting Manual,
Minnesota Department of Finance, p. G-1-1.

.
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accounting reports and audit trails that will account for and
indicate allocations of moneys received by the court.

2) Receivables

Procedures must provide for the establishment and mainten-
ance of accounts for persons ordered to make installment or
deferred paymemts to the court,23

3) RBond, Bail, and Trust Accouﬁts

Procedures must be -established to insure the proper
handling and maintenance of bail, bond and trust accounts.

4) Payabies

Procedures must provide for each step in the payment
cycle.

5) Budgeting

The present budgeting procedures as experienced in many
of the courts surveyed severely limit the accuracy and effect-
iveness of planning by the court. A precise statement of the
expenditures of the Minnesota judicial system is very difficult
to obtain because we have found costs that were hidden (not in-
tentionally) and, therefore, overlooked. Procedures must provide
for the establishment and maintenance of cost accounts by speci-
fic cost area to allow for the development of budget analysis
which would include the analysis of estimated and actual per-

formance. '

6) Planning

The accounting system must provide information to improve

23. Final Report for an Integrated Court Automation Information
system, Arthur Young & Co., October, 197, Ps 67,
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planning for future periods so that the bludget will not be arbi-
trarily predetermined merely cn the basis of the past budget.

7) Fiied Asset Accounting

Procedures must be established to insure the safeguarding

of courts' investments in fixed assets.

8) Proper Internal Control
Proper internal control procedures must be established and
maintained to insure the integrity of the courts' financial

system.

9) Independent Surveillance and Measurement by the state

auditor is essential to ensure that the financial transactions
have been properly documented consistent with legal requirements,
operating budgets, and those standards and procedural principles
that have been promulgated by the court, the state auditor or the
department of finance.

The survey team has not concerned itsélf with the auditing
standards as provided by the state auditor's work in the courts
but have some general observations obtained from our review of
the accounting procedures of the court.

The sﬁrvey team recommends a yearly audit of each and every
court by the state auditor. It is said that because of the
limited number of trained auditors the state auditor is unable
to provide for annual audits of the courts. It is recommended
that necessary steps be taken by the state auditor and the legi~
slature to insure that the courts are audited each year. The )

survey team does not see any long term benefit of maintaining

a limited state auditor staff and at the same time hiring
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, they compare to previously used procedures.

_ outside consultants to perform audit work for the courts.

The survey team recommends that a final audit report be

provided to the chief judge in each district reviewed, and to the

R

state court administrator's office within 30 days after comple-
tion of the audit. It is also recommended that the report state
whether such principles of accounting used by the court have
been consistently followed in the period just audited and how
Each report should
express an opinion regarding the financial statements of the
court. This should include a clear statement by the auditor
referring specifically to and explaining clearly the nature of
recommended corrective action to he taken by the court.

Accurate and fair presentation of financial affairs is the
essence‘;f accounting theory and practice.24
court administrators are to meet this challenge fully, they must
have a logical and consistent body of accounting theory to
guide them. ‘The basic assumptions which underlie current account-
ing practice in many of the courts have evolved over the years in
response to the various needs or lack of need of the court.

The state auditor and the clerks of court have been
influential to a limited extent in shaping the development of

existing principles; it is anticipated that the department of

finance would become more influential in developing accounting

24. Intermediate Accounting, Meigs, Johnson, Kellexr ahd Mosich.
MeGraw Hill, 1968, p. 6.
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If court clerks and -

principles when and if the financing of the courts is assumed by
the state government.

Since the financial accounting function is an integral part
of court administration, it is imperative that a centralized
authority have the competence to develop court accounting princi=-
ples. Efforts to improve existing practices of accounting will H
have a better chance of success if they are made from within by
those who would have the ability to recognize the needs and pro-
blems of the courts.

With this in mind, it is our recommendation that the state
court administrator add to his staff a professional, having a
degree in accounting and having adequate accournting training and
proficiency as an auditor, with the responsibility for the finan-
cial accounting function in the courts. In addition, this pro-
fessional would provide:

1) standardized and budgeting principles;

2) for the establishment of a unitary operations budget
for all the courts in the state; and,

3) for proposed legislation to cover the state financing
of the courts through a time phased transfer of
revenue and expenses.

To achieve effective financial administration in the Minne-
sota courts, it is necessary that some organizational pattern be
established, or at least be tacitly recognized.25At present, it
islimpossible for the state court administrator to play any sig-
nificant role in the financial function since there is neither

an established organization nor competent professionals available

25. Justice in the States: Addresses and papers of the Nationgl.
Conference on the Judiciary, "Role of the State Court Admini-
strator." E.B.McConnell, West Publishing Co., p. 90.
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within the courts for this administrative purpose. If the
Minnesota court system is to be managed in an orderly and effect-
ive fashion, it is essential that administrative responsibility
«be‘fixed in such areas as financial management and that lines of
authority be established along which management could function.

It is recommended that the chief justice of the supreme
court delegate to the state court administrator's office the
authority and respénsibility required to manage the financial
aspects of the courts, in conjunction with the existing authority .
that has been delegated to the chief judges in the district courts;;
of Minnesota.

To be fully effective, this grant of responsibility and
authority must be coupled with a pledge of full support from
the chief justice and a directive that this delegated authority
and responsibility be vigorously exercised.

It is also recommended that the chief justice graqﬁ'the
state court administrator the authorfty to hire one orf%ore pro-
fessional financial officers and that such positions be funded
by the state.

It may be helpful for the court to establish an advisory
committee on court finance composed of citizens experienced in
financial matters. Such an advisory committeebwould work with

the state court financial officers and provide suggestions and

advice concerning the financial needs and management of the

courts.26

26. Standards Relating to Court Organization, p. 77.
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Financing

Finally, it is a survey team recommendation that state

government assume financial responsibility for the state court

system (total state financing was favored by more respondent

judges than any other plan). With the ABA's Standards Relating

to Court Organizationy, the survey team agrees that:

the court system should recgive financial support
sufficient to permit effective performance of its
responsibilities as a coordinate branch of govern-
ment. The level of support should inclgdg ade-
quate salaries for judicial and non-judicial per-
sonnel, necessary operating supplies and purchased
services, and provision as needed for capital

" expenditures for facilities and new equipment.

The financial operations of the court system should
be administered through a unified budget in which
all revenues and expenditures for all activities

of all courtg in the system are presented and
supervised.

Also with the standards, the survey team suggests that if "this

is not pfactical at once, a program should be adopted for grad-

ual assumption of this responsibility.28

We support this recom-

mendation in spite of the obvious success of some courts in

obtaining needed support because we feel that

financing by
local guvernment leads to fragmented and disparatg
levels of finang¢ial support, particularly for auxil-
iary court services; to direct invo}vgment of the
judiciary in local politics; to rigidity and very
often parsimony in provision of needed resources;
and to divided and ineffective efforts to make use
of the inc¢reasing level of financial.grants to
state government that are being prov%ded @y the
federal government. Dispersiocn of financial re-

27,

28.

Standards Relating to Court Organization, Standard 1.50
P. 72,

Ibid.
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sponsibility and financial managément tends also

to disperse responsibility for administration and
policy, so that the court system cannot be opérated
according to uniform procedures and standards even
when this is attempted through administrative policy
and supervision.29

These positive influences} we feel, outweigh any negative aspects
r

of state financing and a unified budget.

Statewide Organization

To successfully accomplish the recommendations of this re-
port, and The Minnesota-County Court Survey and to achieve the

gocal of an Bbly and professionaly administered Jjudicial branch

of government, the survey team recommends a state level administra-

tive staff of the following structure:

Judieial Chief Supreme
Couneil Justice. . Court
i
State Court
Administra-
tor
K t 1
Deputy - Deputy =~ Deputy -
Management Trial Courd Legal
Services L Administration Services
1 !

i | 1 f 1 I
Pinan~ Persont |Data & Sup. Sup. |} | Cont-
cial nel Systems Court Court inuing
Officex | Officef |Officer Commis- { Admini+ | Educa-~

. i Latrato tion st

1 T T T T L[

Regional J R.A.} [R.A. | |R.A. | I R.2.{ | R.A.] [R.A. [ R.A. || R.2L] |R.2.
Administrat

29. Ibid.
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This structure has as an essential part of the position
of regional administrator. This is necessary, we feel, to in-
sure that there is optimum representation of and input from the
local level.

As the function of the whole organizational structure will
be to enhénce and augment what is positive throughout the
judicial system and to diminish or correct what is negative
in the system, it is essential that regional administrators
maximize their roles as transmitters of information, opinions
and aévice from the grassroots upward as well as from the execu-
tive level downward. With responsibilities clearly defined and

communication lines open, this structure provides a framework

t  for the active and positive administration of the courts as

a responsible integral branch of government.
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APPENDIX A

DISTRICT COURT SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE
Response Summery

- .% Percentages noted below were calculated on the basis of the num-
' per of responses received at time of calculation = 50 judges re-
sponding - rather than the 51 which was the final number received.

COURT AND RESPONDENT INFORMATION

. " please respond to questions for all counties in the district
: specified above. (Please include all locations within counties.)

Prior to serving as district court judge were you:

1 or 2% Judge of county court
1l oxr 2% Judge of probate court
1l or 2% Judge of juvenile court

: 17 or 34% County Attorney ;
; 21 or 42% Judge of municipal court
‘ 37 or 74% Practicing attorney

7 or 14% Other

'PRESERVICE TRAINING AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

: . Presefvice and in-service education for judges should be offered :
g -, through the following means: ¢

24 or 48% Attendance at a judges institute prior to a new judge

. assuming the bench

¢ 22 or 44% Required annual attendance at continuing education :

: training opportunities after becoming a judge i
i

35 or 70% Released time and reimbursed expenses for judges
. attending required continuing education conferences
o i 12 or 24% More voluntary training opportunities
’ : 2 or 4% Other ) X

Such programs should be located: )

24 or 48% Centrally '
27 or 54% Regionally

' OBJECTIVES .

In your opinion, what are the major objectives of the district ;
court (limit to 3): '

45 or 90% To provide impartial judicial decisions of the high~
est quality possible

41 or 82% To insure justice which is timely and uniformly applied

20 or 40% To encourage respect for law and the administration

o of justice

15 or 30% To provide reasonable availability of judicial services
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or 12% To provide flexibility and responsiveness of court
services to meet changing needs

or 16% To punish offenders while providing opportunities
for their reintegration into society

or 2% To provide opportunities to reintegrate into society

oo o

needed in judicial administration

the judicial process .
or 16%  To provide-a vehicle for the institutisnal redress
" of grievances -

[ e ol e

In your cpinifih, how successful is the ‘wresent court systéem in
achieving its objectives?

4 or 8% Falls short of achieving its objectives

21 gr 42% Is very successful in achieving its objectives

25 or 50% Is moderately successful in achisviny its objectives
JURISDICTION

Do you hear all matters coming before the district court?

40 ot 80% Yes
10 or 20% No

If no, what matters do you hear?

Civil generally 9 or 90% 1 or 10%
Criminal generally 9 or 90% 1 or 10%
Appeals 9 or 90% 1 or 10%
~ Special proceedings 9 or 90% 1 or 10%
Family 3 or 30% 6 or 60%
Juvenile 1 or 10% 1 or 10%

How do you recard your court proceedings?

8 or 16% Electronic recorder
44 or 88% Court reporter

0 or 0% Secretary

3 or 6% Clerk .

16 or 32% Judges notes’

What percentage of your time is devoted to:

55.5% Civil matters

25.5% Criminal matters

4.6% Family

6.0% Special proceedings
2.9% Appeals

4.3% Juvenile

1.0% Administration

.20% Calendaring/pre-trials

or 2% To provide effective and economical use of resources §

or 2% To provide the public with a better undersgtanding of_i

Have you served outside your court district?

24 or 48% Yes
24 or 48% ' No

If'yes, who requested you to serve outside of your district?

7 or 14% Chief judge from other district

7 or 14% Judge needing substitute

6 or 12% Chief judge for your district

15 or 30% Other (Chief Justice, Supreme Court or State Court
, Administrator)

If yes, for what reason?

7 or 14% Illness of other judge

6 or 12% Caseload in other district

18 pr 36% Other (Disqualification/conflict of interest, change
of venue) .

Do you hear matiers
17 or 34% 1In one county only
1l or 2% In two counties
4 or 8% In three counties
5 or 10% In four counties
15 or 30% Other

Do you have a permanent chambers?

50 or 100% Yes

ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION

W@thin or as they affect your court, what are the major organiza-
tional and administrative problems facing the trial court system,
including county and municipal counrts?

3 or 6% Unnecessary expense in maintaining duplicate admini~-
strative and judicial support services between the
district and lower courts

2 or 4% Undexr utilization of existing judicial manpower in
meeting the trial court workload

6 or 12% Lack of formalized and on-going program for evalua-~
ting and improving court management and judicial
support systems

6 or 12% - Inadequate authority for the position of Chief Judge
to effectively administer court operations

11 or 22% Insufficient uniformity in court procedures and
practices among judicial districts

5 or 10% Fragmented authority and responsibility of govern-
mental units at both the county, district and state
level over judicial administration




4 or 8% Uncoordinated use of court facilities among the Would you favor any changes in the statewide organization of the
various trial courts v judiciary?
18 or 36% Inadequate control by the courts of the services or 5
' functions required to support court operations 5 or 10% ' Merge all county courts with district courts to @
2 or 4% Too high a degree of autonomy of each court or each create a single, unified trial court system with H
- © individual judge in administrative matters not in- specialized divisions such as criminal, family, §
volving, judicial determinations coneciliation, traffic, etc. :
3 ox 6% Under utilization of non-judicial manpower in meet- ;
ing the trial court workload 1l or 2% Consolidate all existing judicial districts into a ;
9 or 18% Other combination system of county wide and regional - .
- 1 or 2% Uncoordinated use of lawyers among the various trial (administrative) districts depending on service )
f courts needs i
; 4 or 8% Other ;
¥ Within or as they affect your district, what are the major pro- 35 oxr 70% No changes necessary ;

h blems related to staffing and personnel management practices
facing the trial court system today?

Are the county boaxrds respons1ve to the needs of the dls*rlct :
court? ‘ L,

10 or 20% Insufficient use of subordinate judicial officers ;
such as court commissioners and referees) to handle 37 or 74% Yes :
routine and less demanding judicial matters 9 or 18% No :

7 or 14% Insufficient judicial manpower to meet the current ‘
court workload What steps can be taken to provide better handling and control ;

6 or 12% The lack of sufficient pre-service training oppor— over the court workload in your district?

v tunities for new judlclal personnel
P 3 or 6% Limitations in existing in-service training 0ppor- 29 or 58% Availability of law clerks to assist judges
i tunities for judicial personnel 13 or 26% Use of judicial officers, referees/arbitrators/
. 3 or 6% The absence of sufficient numbers of qualified court hearing officers

administrators to assume respon51b111ty for non-~ 6 or 12% Availability of more judges

judicial matters in support of judges . 4 or 8% Reassignment of cases or judges to equalize work-

7 or 143 Insufficient non-judicial manpower tH meet the current load
' court workload 5 or 108 Better use of judge according to their interests and

3 or 6% Limitations on existing pre-service or in-service abilities
training opmortunltles for non-judicial personnel 1l or 2% Use of county court judges as temporary district

6 or 12% Restrictive personnel management practices due to judges
county board regquirements 15 or 30% Stricter rules over granting continuance

12 or 24% Other 2 or 4% Powers to enforce judicial compliance with court

1l or 2% None for district court : rules and hours of work

1 or 2% Possibly law clerks 9 or 18% Availability of more prosecution and public defender

staff .
Would you favor any of the following changes in the district 4°or 8% Adoption of more unlform administrative procedures
court system? within and among courts such as forms, bail schedules,
number of registers kept, etc.
Juflsalcﬂlon 8 or 16% Use of district and/or regional court administrators
7 or 14% Greater use of electronic data proce551ng
3 or 6% Increase civil jurisdiction of county court to equal 4 or 8% No changes needed
; . that of district court 7 or 14% Availability of more criminal attorneys
o ' 2 or 4% ' Increase criminal jurisdiction of county court to 10 or 20% Availability of more civil attorneys .
i equal that of district court 22 or 44% Providing for more court services/probation officers:
15 or 30% Other .

for PSI, Counseling, Supervision

Locations, boundaries, district-wide Who should have the authority to make decisions regarding local

court practires and procedures in the district courts?

6 orjl2% Decrease number of court locations ‘ ‘
s 4 or 8% Create additional court judicial districts 1 or 2% Judicial Council
o 4 or 8% Combine existing court districts 14 or 28% Supreme Court
44 or 88% - District Court
. 4 or 8% Unit consisting of several court districts




Who should have the authority and responsibility to establish
policies, rules, and regulations on a statewide basis?

3 ¢or 6% Judicial Council ' :
37 or 74% Supreme Sourt

I or 2% State Court Administrator

12 or 24% Individual district courts consensus

1l or 2% Board of Chief Judges of unified trial court

. Which of the following administrative responsibilities, if any,

could be delegated to a court administrator?

34 or 68% Recommending manpower and budget needs cf the court
38 or 76% Managing the court calendar

26 or 52% Supervision of support personnel

23 or 46% Assignment of support personnel

22 or 44% Evaluating the performance of support personnel

17 or 34% Establishing operating practices and procedures

27 or 54% Assignment of cases among judges

3 or 6% Other

Is there a need for more prosecutors to handle criminal cases in
your court?

16 or 32% VYes

31 or 62% No
2 or 4% "?Il

BUDGET AND FINANCE

Is your salary compensation adequate?

6 or 12% Yes
41 or 82% No

If no, what is an adequate salary for district judges in Minnesota? 

4 or 8% Equal to Federal District Judges

3 or 6% 90% of Federal District Judges

1l or 2% $50,000

2 or 4% £45,000

11 or 22% $40,900

1l or 2% $39,500

2 or 4% $38-40,000

2 or 4% $38,000

4 or 8% $37,500 ST
3 or 6% $36,000 *
6 or 12% $35,000

2 or 4% Present + cost of living increases

1 or 2% Enough to attract competent attorneys

1 or 2% Improved retirement and pengion

1l or 2% Study commission should determine

Which of the follow1ng plans would be best for financing of all
statescourt operations?

16 or 32% Total state financing of court system
13 or 26% State financing of operating costs, i.e. salaries

2 or 4% State financing of capital costs, i.e. construction
and maintenance of facilities
3 or 6% Finance court operations out of court revenues and

then distribute remainder among state, county and
cities

11 or 22% Present distribution formula among counties for other
costs is adequate

8 or 16% - State financing of a percentage of operating costs
{rest by county)

8 or 16% State financing of a percentage of capital costs -
(rest by county)

SUPPORT PERSONNEL '

What is the number of district court clerks and deputies at all
court facilities throughout the district?

Specify Total Number 463 (including estimates and one district's
reporting only for clerks) .

How m=ﬂy of the above also perform duties for county court?
13, 5T 30% (including estimates)

Bducational background of all clerks and deputies for district
court in your district: (Percentage based on 463 total)

140 or 30.2% High school graduate

37 or 7.9% Business School
47 or 10.2% Some college

22 or 4.8% B.A. degree

9 or 1.9% Graduate school
18 or 3:.9% Some law school

3 or .6% Law degree

5 or 1.0% ICM or equivalent

Indicate the total number of staff employed by the district court
in addition to clerks and judges;

12 Full-time secretarial

2 Part-time secretarial

77 Full-time court reporter(s)

8 Part-time court reporter(s)

5 Court services personnel (probation, investigatory, etc.)

13 Referee(s)
2 Attorney
71 Bailiff '

If the clerk of the district court is also the clerk of the county
court, is the recordkeeping, bookkeeping and calendaring done by:

One staff for both courts
Two separate staffs, one for dlstrlct court and one
for county court

5 or 10%
9 or 18%
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On the following list, check those duties your clerksz perform
now and check those duties you think your clerks should perform:

1€ the clerk is not performing these duties, who isg?

11 or 22% Judge
8 or 16% Other (reportex, bailiff, court services,

TASK Does Perform should Perform
Develop. budget for county court 10 oxr 2&% 6 or 12%
Develop budget for district court 10 oxr 20% 6 or 12%
Pete¥mine or assist judge in deter=-

mining persomnnel, equipment,

supply ns2eds for county court 6 or 12% 6 or 12%
Determine or assist judge in deter-

mining personnel, equipment, .

supply needs for 'district court 8 or 16% 6 or 12%
Supervise bailiff, court reporters

for county court 4 or 8% 2 or 4%
Supervise bailiff, court reporters

for district court 5 ox 10% 3 or 6%
Supervise deputy clerks for county ‘ .

court . 15 or 30% 6 or 12%
Supervise deputy clerks for district

court 26 or 52% 9 or 18%
Attend all district court sessions 23 or 46% 7 oxr 14%
Administer oaths 24 or 48% 7 or 14%
Take minutes of district court :

sessions 22 or 44% 8 or 16%
Transcribe recordings of court

proceedings 3 or 6% 3 or 6%
Prepare required statistical

reports 24 or 48% 9 or 9%
Supervises court services pexrssih-

nel 1 or 2% 2 or 4%
Determine or assist judge in prepara- :

tion of space utilization programs & or 12% 5 or 10%
Has the responsibility to strengthen

ties to budget and financial

agencies outside the court 4 or 8% 2 or 4%
Establishes manpower training and

development programs 5 or 10% 4 or 8%
Decide the:degree of computer pro-—

cessing of information 2 or 4% 1 or 2%
Jury administxation 19 or 38% 4 or 8%

etc.)

If deputy clerks specialize in certain matters (i.e. criminal,
civil,) is someone else capable of performing his/her job in

case of illness?

30 or 60% Yes
1l or 2% No

Wwho should appoint the deputy clerks of couhty court?

6 or 12%
3 or 6%

. 3 or 6%
1 or 2%
34 or 68%

Chief county court judge

County court judges in conference
District judge

State Court Administrator

Clerk of court

In your district, who should appoint the clerk of court?

39 or 78%
3 or 6%

4 or B%Y
1 or 2%

District court judges in conference

County court judges in conferenge with district
judge (s)

Chief district judge '

State Court Administrator "

Who determines the number of support personnel in district courts?

25 or 50%
18 or 36%

2 or 4%
16 or 32%
2 or 4%

County board

District court judges in conference (some added
"and with clerk")

Chief judge of district court
Clerk of court (some "subject to county board")
All court judges in district jointly

Do you have a court services officer assigned to your court?

23 or 46%

24 or 48%
Which of the
24 or 48%
16 or 32%
18 or 36%
16 oxr 32%
22 or 44%

12 or 24%

Yes ~ If you have more than one, how many do you
have? Please specify "1 shared with other district
court judges"
No

following serviéés does he/she perform?

’y
Pre-gentence inbestigation. How long does it take

the court to receive a completed PSI? Range 15 to
120 days

Pre-trial release investigation

bomestic relations investigation

Juvenile investigations

Probation. What is the approximate caseload of
each officer? 1=70; 1-40 to 50

Counseling

If you have no court services officer, who provides you with

PSI's?

25 or 50%
2 or 4%

Probation officer
Other (Commissioner of Corrections)
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How many PSI's did you order in 19737 Range 25-2000

With whom and how often must your court file reports?

Does the PSI include detailed information concerning: AGENCY
, . WEEKLY MONTHLY QUARTERLY
. 49 or 98% Criminal/juvenile history . MINCIS | ‘i 2 continuous T 1 YE?RLY
49 or 98% Employment ~]i State Court
49 or 98% Education . Administrator 22 10 2 “
48 or 96% Attitude - Public Safety Dept X-continuous l-weekly ’
31 o 62% Psychological évaluation (1 responded "on request") ¢ County Treasurer 5
12 or 24% Other {(family, recommendations, community relation- . County Board 3 1 3
ship, agency activity, etc.) - Other(Chief Judge of District) 1
Do you need additiohal court services/probation resource person- . Which of the above mentioned reports are of value to your court?
nel? , :
1 : 1 or 2% All
! 31 or 62% Yes ‘ 4 or 8% None (l-prebably none)
| 17 or 34% No : 11 or 22% State Court Administrator
Z i ;. Do the district court records presentl i i
i . : Y provide all of the -
‘ PROCEDURES ~ matlon requested on the reports you must make? tnfor
i
: What procedure, if any, is used to insure that all necessary : 25 or 50% Yes
papers are filed and notices sent prior to the hearing date? 6 or 128 No
¥ 20 or 40% Clerk's review of file several days in advance of - Is calen%af control the responsibility of:
. hearing date « -
: 9 or 18% Other (judges, court administrator, referees, : : g or égi\ One clerk
: attorneys) or \. Mezethan one clerk can refer to and schedule
3 13 or 26% None 31 or 62% Clerk(s) and judge schedule S matters
: 1l or 2% County attorney
} Do you have a procedure for the destruction of records? -, 7 or 14% Court administrator or administrative assistant
i
. 19 or 38% Yes ane a case is submitted to one particular judge, d
; 20 or 40% No . 1t through termination? judge, does he hear
B Are records for both district and county court combined? B 42 or 84% VYes (several "usually's")
! _ 6 or 128 No (L-if only a motion)
3 or 6% Yes 1 or 2% "We try"
32 or 64% No )
3 or 6% Yes & No ‘"some are" . Do you have a scheduling conference?

15 or 30% VYes

Do your accounting procedures conform to those recommended by
30 or 60% No

the State Auditor?

29 or 58% Yes . ¢ Are pre-trial conferences scheduled and held?
Y 6 or 12% Don't know : S .
i 2 or 4% Auditor never made any recommendations . 35 or 70% Yes (22 indicated "sometimes" or "“on request" )

9 or 18% No

When was your.district court last audited by the State Auditor? . L
If yes, how far in advance of trial date?

Please specify B8 or 1l6%-don't know; 2 or 4% check with clerk/ .
i administrator; 3 or 6%—current year;'8 or 16%- : 8 or 16% 1-5 days

Ty 1973; 4 or 8%-1972. 18 or 36% 6-21 days
; 7 or 14% 21-60 days

0 or 0% Over 60 days
: ’ ‘ 3 or 6% "As needed or variable"
. | ; , : 1 same day

A~-10 ""‘ ! ' il /j//,::q.
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What percentage of scheduled trialg{are settled in pre-trial con-~
ferences? R

(

1 o

22 or 44% 0-10%

8 or 1l6% 11~-25% .

3 or 6% 26-50% .

0 or 0% 50% or more =

What percentage of scheduled trials are settled after pre-trial
conferences or prior to trial?

6 or 12% 0-10%
10 or 20% 11-25%
5 or 10% 26-50%
15 or 30% 50% or more

Is any group within the court staff unlonized?

19 or 38% Yes
27 or 54% No

If ves, please specify 8 or 16%-all or part of clerk's staff;
2 or 4%-probation

How frequently do the judges in your district meet to discuss
administrative procedures and policies?

2

8 or 16% Monthly

1 or: 2% Feel every 2 weeks, subgroups as needed
1l or 2% As need arises

7 or 14% 1 to 3 times per year

Ts there a need to have periodical meetings for all district
chief judges? -

29 or 58% Wes
13 or 26% No

Do you keep track of the length of time fox people awaiting covrt
disposition? ‘

32 or 64% Yes
13 or 26% No

o

A-12

Do you regularly receive from the sheriff's office a list of

‘people being detained?

23 or 46% ‘Yes

26 or 52% No

2 or 4% County attorney does

1 or 2% County court judge does

Hoy do you employ the services of the court commissioners?

1 ow 2% Have referees

11 or 22% "don't"

3 or 6% Rarely or indirectly

1 or 2% Condemnation appraisers

4 or 8% various uses in absence of judge
1l or 2% "attorneys do this"

Could the position of Court Commissioxer be abolished?
28 or 56% Yes (with qualifications re adequate number of
: judges, ete.
6 or 12% No
4 ¢r 8% Don't know or no opinion’
L Not if you mean referees

I A 5
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‘ DICTRION COULTS 451013

CHAPTER 484

DISTRICT CQURTS

Soe, Sne.
48401 Jusisdintion 451,31 NNon-attendance of Judye; adlournment
LeL0as irapeter of evil actions i fourthy judiehd 284,00 Tailure to hold termn not to aficet writs
ehstrul (o ntunieinel eourt 48008 Rules of practice

264,02 Concurrent jirisdiction) boundary watess 45484 Pregléing fudae’s digties; court business
4a10d Wrlls R . reguloted and diviled
485404 Tosting verits ) 484,235 Temporary court-houses
48108 Judime may acl in a:mn\hcr tisirict 45455 Terns for naluralization
4&100 Jwing ret o practice Daw . 484,44 Deputy sienif gnd clarks St Louls County
354063 Comiels of Tatovest ) curtificate of compilunce 4545 Court-linuse; - jail;  expenses; St Louls
48407 Coutt not opin Sapdey) exception County ’ )
454,08 Dustrict rourts (o be open at'all Umes 484,45 Jurers; St Loyfs County
43309 First Justicial distriet : 48047 Avprals from ™ micipul end justice couvris;
<8130 Second fud'elnl district St, Louls County”
45431 Third ituwliciad dlstrict 451.4S ‘Irial of criminal cases; St. Louls County
484312 Frurth judicial distriet 484,49 Trinl of ectinns: St Lovls County
8413 Fifth judiclal distret | 451.50 Summons; piace of trial; St. Louls County
454.34 ‘Sinth Judicisl district 48451 Paners where filed; St. Louls County
45413 Suvepth Juaicial distelet £¢8§1.52 Rules
42436 Liohth Fueleial districg 454,51 Expenses of judges
48427 nth judictal diatrist 494,63 Dueputy clorks, certain countles
48113 Tenth Juliclal district | 434.61 Retired district cowrt judges, assigninents
42128 'lerma In new counlies; schedule of terms 484,62 Compensution and reporter

. publisked . 483,63 Appeal, jury trial on appeal
43429 Abeence of judge; who may act 183,64 Fauly court divislon; secom? judicial distriot
454,30 Acdourned zid speefal terma 484,65 Family caurt division; fourth judicizl district

451408 JURISDICTION. The district couris shall have original jurisdiction
in all civil eeiions within their respective Qistricts, in all cases of crime committed
or triable therein, in all special proccedings not exclusively cognizable by som
other court or iribumal, and in ali other cases whercin such jurisdiction is especially
cach;red upon thom by law. They shall also have appellate jurisdiction in every
gas{e in which an appeal thereto is allowed by law from any cother court, oficer, or

oy,

{®, L s, 003 (188)

484.015 TIANSLER OF CIVIL ACTIONS IN FOURTE JUDICIAL RISTRYICT
TO MUNICIPAY CODRT. Subdivision 1. This section applies 1o certain actions in
the fvurth judleial diswriet, Hennepin couniy.

Subd. 2. (a) For the purposes of this seciion the terms defined in this subdivi-
sion have the meanings aserihed to thom, '

(b) “Transferable action” mesns any civil action heretofore or hereafter com-
menced in the disteiet court which is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the
munjeipal tourt on the date of the order for transfer. It includes such a civil action
even though the defendant never has resided in the county of Hennepin and the
suimenons was served outside of the county,

(e} “Mlunicipel court” means the municipal conrt of Hennepin county.

(d) “District eourt” means the fourth judicial district.

{e) “Conciliation court” mesns the conciliation court-of Heanepin county.

Subd. 8. At any time after the filing of a trial note of issue and pricr to trial

ol a transferable action, any judgeof the distrigt court of his own motion or on #x
parte mofic;. ol any party, may issu¢ an order 10 show cauge why the action shglild
nat be trzméerred to the municipal court. At Jeast 15 days prior {o the return,date,
the clerk af cistrict covrt shall mail copies of that order to counsel for all paviies to
the action’and this mailing is sufficient sexvieg of the order, S

Subd, 4. Prier to the ruturn dple, any party who objects to the transier shall

o, Serve on all other puriies and file his written objection with supporting affidavit
ssiating his reasoas for objecting. At the hearing on the return date the judge of*

the district court shiall determine whether or not ibe objecting party will be sub-
stantially prejudiced Ly such transfer, and if not, shall order the action transferred
to thagnuniciya? coitrt for all further procebdings. IS no objection js timely filed, all
llqui-':s\\f\.rc deematl 10 have consented to lthe transter and any-judge of the dis-
triet cotdy may crder the ection trauslerred fo the munieipal court for all further
Droceedingy, 4

7 .

Suid. 5. “Qn written consent of counsel for all parties, o transfer order may be-
entered withowt issusnee of an order to show cause. s
\‘
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48404 DISTRICK COURTS ) 5196

Subd. 6. Upon filig of a transler order, the clerk of distrgct court shall deliver
to the olevic of the municipal court all papers filed in the action including the transfer
order dw i copy of all docket entries, and shall pay to said clerk the filing fee or

aipearance fee for any party who theretofore has paid that fee in district court, the

fea to B2 in the amount normally payable in the municipal court, exclusive of any
law library fees. Any excess over the law library fees and the fees so paid to the
munigipal court shall be retained by the clerk of district court as payment for his
services.

Subd. 7. The district court trial note of issue shall be efidctive to place the ac-
tion on the general term calendar of the municipal court for trial. A party must de-
mand x jury trial and pay to the clerk of the mutzicipal court the requisite jury fee
within the time and in thé manner specified in any trial notice issued by the raunici-
pal court; otherwise he waives jury trial. If a proper demand {s not so made or if
the proper jury fee is not so paid, this waiver is effective even though the party or
another party previously has demanded jury trial in the distriet court in a trial
nota of issu« ox otherwise.

Subd, 8. A iransferable action which is within the subject matter jurisdiction
of the conciliation couri may be transferred at any time after the filing of a
trial note of issue and prior {o trial by the clerk of district court to the conciliation
court upon notice to the parties to the action. The applicable provisions of subdivi-
sion 6 shall apply as to the transfer of all papers in the action and the payment of
filing fees. Upon motion of a party such action may be transferred from the
conciliation court to the municipal court for trial and in that event the provisions af
subdivision Tshall apply.

Subd. 8. Any action transferred under this sectiont shall carry over with the
main action to the municipal court or the conciliation court, as the case may be, all
garnishmeant proceedings had and any disclosure made therein,

(1957 ¢:181 2 1-5; 1059 ¢ 818 5 1]

481,02 CONCURDENT JURISDICTION; BOUMNDARY YWATERS. For ths pur-
poses of pxercising the concwrent jurisdictina of the courts of this state in civil
and criminal cases avising vpon rivars or other swaters which constitute a common
boundary to this aad any adjoining state, the counties bordering upon such waters
shall be flecmed to imclude so much of the area thereof as would be included if
the houndsary lines of such countias were produced in the diracfion of their
approach and extynded io the opposite shore. :

[R. L. s 94) (155}

484,03 3¥LITS. Such courts shall have powser to issue writs of injunction,
ne exeat, certiorari, habeas corpus, mandamus, guo warranto, and all other writs,
processes, and orders necessary to the complete exerciss ot the jurisdiction vested

Tt them by law, including writs for the abatement of a nuisance. Any Judze thereot
may order the issuance of such writs, and dirzct as to their"service #nd return.

[B. L. s, 92) (156} ) _

NOTE: As to guo warranto, Sez2 Rules of ClvN Proecedurs, Rule 81.01.

48104 TESTING WRITS. Every writ or process issuing from a court of
record. shall ba tested in the pame of the presiding judgs, be signed by the clerk
and sealed with the seal of the court, be dated on the day of its issue, and bafore
delivery to the officgr for service shall be endorsed by the clerk with the name of
the attorney or other person procuring ihe same; and, when no other time is fixed
by law or authojized by the rules of practice, it shall be made returnable on the
first- day of the rjext succeeding term.

LR. L., 8. 93)/(157) . _

434,08 JUDEER MAY ACT T ANOTHER DISTRICY. When, in the judgment
of any judge ¢f any judiclal district, the convenience or intarest of the public or
e interest ol any liigant shall require that the judge of another judicial distriet
shall disehavge any of the dulies of such.judgze, such Judge may request a judze
of the distript court of any other judicial district to discharge any such dutles;
to hold, or to assist in holding, a general or special term of such court, in any
county of such judicial district other than his own, or to try and determine any
motion, action, or procesding pending therein. Thersupon such judge of the
district court, or any other judicial district so requa;sted, rmay discharge any such
dutias,  hold, oc assist in holding, a general or speeind term of ::.'uch court, ov try
and determins any motlon, action, or nroceeding pending therein, By censent of
the parties any judge of the eourt may act in ail watters bvoug‘:![',‘bﬁefo‘re him from
another judicial district. The acts, orders, and judgment;{s of ti judge so acting
4 i
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shall nave the same force and effect as though given by a judge of such judiciel
district. When no other provision has been made therefor, the cleri shal! seasonably
notify the governor of the inability of the judge to hold any of his terms.

[R. L. s. 94; 1507 c. 157 s. 1] (158)

NOTE: See Section 2,724, -

484.06 JUDGE NOY TO PRACTICE LAYY. No judge of the district court shall
practice as an attorney or ¢ounselor at lJaw except in cases in which he is a party
in intevest, nor shall he receive any fees for legal or judicial services other than as
prescribed by law; nor shall he be a partner of any practicing attorney in the busi-
ness of his profession,

[R. L.”s. 951 (159)

484.065 CONFLICYS OF INTEREST; CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANTE.
Subdivision 1. A judge of the district court shall devote full time to the per-
formance of his duties and shall not practice as an attorney or counselor at law,
ner be a partner of any. practicing attorney in the business of his profession, and
he shall not engage in any business activities that will tend to interfere with or
appear to conflict with his judicial duties.

Subd. 2. No part of the salary of a judge of the distriet court shall he paid

unless the voucher therefore be accompanied by a certificate of the judge that
he has complied with this section. ’

[Bx1971 ¢ 52 s R3]

484,07 COURT NOT OPEN SUNDAY; EXCEPTION. No court shall be opened
on Sunday for any purpose other than {o receive a verdict, give additional instruc-
tions to or discharge a jury; but this provision shall not prevent a judge of such
court from exercising jurisdiction in any case where it is necessary for the preser-
vation of the peace, the sanctity of the day, or the arrest and commitment of an
ofiender. : : <

[R. L, s. 96; 1915 ¢. 58 s. 11 (160)

484.08 DISTRICY COURTS TO BE CPEN AT ALL FIMES. The district courts
of the state shall be deemned open at all times, except an legal holidays and Sundays,
for the transaction of such business as may be presented, including the issuance
of writs and processes, the hearing of matters of law in pending actions and pro-
ceedings;and the entry of judgments and decrees therein; and, in addition to the
general terms appointed by law to be held, which may be adjourned from time to
time, the judge of the district court, or one iliereof in districts of more than one
judge, may by order filed with the clerk, convene the court in actual session during
the vaeation period on a date named in the order, for the frial of both civil actions
ihvolving public interest and criminal actions, whenever in his judgment public
interests will thereby be promoted. When so ¢onvened, the court may, by order
entered in thie minutes by the clerk, direct the issuance of special venires for
grand and petit juries, returnable on a named date, for the performance of such
duties as may be submitted by the court in the usual course of procedure. Civil
actions involving public interests may be noticed for trial at an 4djourned sitting
of such term occurring more than eight days after the date of calling same, and
informations by the county attorney charging the commission of crimes within the
county may, as authorized by law, be presented at such terms, and any such infor-
mation then presented and filed and all indictments then returned by the special
grand jury shall be proceded with by the.court in all respects in harmony with the
law applicable to other cases and other terms of the court. The judge of the dis-
trict gourt may also, by order filed with the clerk, appoint special terms in any
county of e district for the hearing of matters of law.

(1923 c. 412 s. 13 (161)

48409 FIRST JURICYIAL DISTRICT. Subdivision 1. General terms of dis-
trict court in the counties named in this section shall be held each year at the
times herein specified. ; . ’

Subd, 2. Garver courty: On the last Monday in February and the second Mon-
day in October, . © : ‘ ‘

Subd. 3. Dakdta county: The first Monday in Ciztober. : .

Subd. 4. Goodhye county: The second Monday in February, the second won-

+ day in May, and tac fgrst Monday in October. 3
Subd. 5. Le Sueur county: On the first Monday in A/ ril and the flrst Tuesday
in September. B=3 v i
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Subd, 6. McLé.od county: On the first Morfday in November and the second
Monday in May. o . :

Subd. 7. Scatt county: On the third Monday in September.
~.Subd. 8. Sibley county: On the third Monday in September and the first Mon-
day in March. ,

y[1.‘311 651,195 ¢327s 1; 1021 ¢ 78 s 1; 1921 ¢ 199 8 15 1928 ¢ 24!?_; 1937 ¢ 18:?
§1;2949¢c9 s 1; 1951 ¢ 53 s 1; 1951 ¢ 603 5 1; 1939, ¢ 249 § 1, 8, 2805 1959 ¢ 300 s I3
1964 ¢85k 8 1, 8; 1965 ¢ 133 & 1; 1971 ¢ 897 s 1) (1G2) ¢ disteict N

49 SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT. General terms of district court in the
coua;'?t%flnaxriéa"ir; this section shall be lield each year at the time herein specified.
szmsey county: The first Monday in October.
[1917 ¢ 5's 1; 1959 ¢ 249 s 8, 20] (162)

43411 IUORD JUDICIAL DISTRICT, Subdivision 1. General terms of dis- -

iviet court in the counties named in this section shall he held each year at the

i ified, 5 o ]
tlmglsm}gfr;fn 133%%2& county: The first Monday in April and the third Monday in
September. :

. e e , X be
Yihere any general term in any of suid counties has been or shall hereafter
adjgll%;xlé% fm}: ag period of more than 30 days, and issues of fact in any action are
joined more thun eight days before the first day of any such aﬂ;ournec_l term,
then, and in that case, such action may be brought on for trial at sgiclfx_ ad;ourngd
terrz{ up:}n notice of trial served eight days or more before the beginning of said

djourags term. . .
? ngxgvcl.' 3. Filimore county: On the second Monday in April and the second Mon-
in Tatober. _ i . , ) . .
day\i;hek;; any general term fn any of said counties shall be adjourned for a pe::xod
of mere than 30 days, and issues of fact in any :Ec:tzo(Qé are joined more than e,ght
days before the first day of any adjourried term, then, angl in that case, such action
may be brought on for trial at the beginning of said gdjourned term; such notice
of f’r)al shall be fled with the clerk at least six day's before the beginning of such
- add ed term and shall serve as a note of issue.” ) ’ L
mugg;rcll. 4, F¥reeborn county: On the fourth Monday in March, the second Mon-.
in Septeraber and the first Monday in Dece_m‘aa}'. ) .
dayWhen guy general term in any of said countins g:p;all be gQJOLxrnecl iox: a pe;iod
of more than 30 days, and issues of fact in any action are_;;mned more than eight
davs before tha first day of any adjourned term, then, and in ﬂ_\.‘mt case, suc}x action
mziy e brought on for trial at the baginning of salll adjourntd term; such notice
of trial shall be filed with the clevk ai least sii:c days before the beginning of such
adiourned term and shall serve ds a note of Issue. .

"S‘\‘.llbd. 5, Houston county: On the third Monday in Iay and the fourth Monday
tn %C/ﬁf:f 1;;ny general term in any of said counties except Olmste.d county s}xall be
adjourned for a period of more than 30 days, and issuas of fact in any action are
joined more than eight days before the first dzgy of any such adjournec} term,
then, and in that case, such action may be brought-on for trial at sgch. ad;m‘zmgd
termz upon notice of trial served eight days or more b‘e.fore the begiuning ol said
adjourned term; such notice of trial shall be filad with the clerk at lLeaSE eight
days before the beginning of such adjourned terma and shal} serve as a note of issue.

Subd. 6. Wlower county: On'the second Monday in February, the first Monday
i and the second Monday in November, . . . ’ .
. ‘{;}!liee'n any general,term i;x any of said counties shall be adjourned ioz: a. period
of more than 30 days, and issues of fact in any action are jolnedl more than, eight

days before the first day of any ‘adjourned term, then, and in that case, such actow.

may be brought on for trial at the beginning of said adjourned terra; such notice

of trial shall be filed with the clerk at least six days before the beginning of such

adjourned term and shall serve as a note of issue, N o
dJS\tlz{)d. 7. Olmsted county: The first Tuesday after the first Monday in Sep-

cmber, : . . o - ok
¢ When any general term in any of said counties except Olmsted coundly shall be

adjourned for a period of more than 30 doys, and issust of fact in any action ave .

joinod more than eight days beloye the first day of any Such agjourned. tevm, then,

in | act ay be by { on for trial at stich adjournad term
and in that case; such action muay be brought on f + &t slich a od
ugon notice of frial served eight days or more before the Leginring af shid ad-

v ] - ‘ b
B"-4 PR ! : : i,
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. Tuestlay in November. .

b
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journed ferm; such notice of irial shall he filed with the clerk at least elght days
before the beginning of such zdjourned term and shall serve as a note of issue,

Subd, 8. Rice county: The first Mondey in May and the first Wednesday after
the first bonday:-in November,

\Where any gencpal ferm in any of said counties has been or shall hereafter
be adjourned for a peried of more than 39 days, and issues of fact in any action
are joined more than eight days before the first dny of any such adjourned term,
then, and in that case, such action may be hrought on for irial at such adjourned
term upon notice-of trial served eight days or more before the beginning of said
adjourped term.

Subd. 9, Steele county: The first Monday in April and the third Monday in
September, :

Whtre any general term in any of said counties has been or shall heveafter
te zdjourned for a period of more than 30 days, and issucs of faet in any action
are joined more than eight days before the first day of any such adjourned term,
then, and in that case, such action may be brought on for trial at such cdjourned
teri npon notice of trial served eight days or more before the beginning of said
adjourned term.

Subd. 10, - Wabasha county: On the third Monday in May and the second Mon-
day in November,

When any general term in any of said counties except Olmsted county shall be
adjpurned for a period of more than 30 days, and issues of fact in any action are
joined more than ejght days before the first day of any such adjourned term, then,
and in that case, suciz action may be brought on for trial at such adjouwrned term
upon notice of trial served eight days or mare before the beghming of said ad-
journed ferm; such notice of {rial shall be filed wiiit the clerk at least eight days
before the bezinning of such adjourned term and shell serve as a note of issue,

Subd, 11. Waseea county: The first Monday in JMarch and the second Monday
in October. ; ‘

Where any geseral term in any of said counties has heen or shall hereafter be
adjourned for & perjod of more than 30 days, and issues of fact in any action are
ioined mire than eight days before the first duy of any such adjourned term, then,

nd in that case, such action may be brought on for trial at such adjourned term
upon nnt}ce of trial served eigit days or miove bofore the beginning of said
adinurned term,

Subd, 12. Winona county: On the second Mondey in January and. the third

Moncay in April and September.

When a\;y general term in any of said countics except Olmsted county shall be
adjourned Tor a period of more than 30 days, and issues of foot in any action are
Joined more than eight days before the fivsi day of any such adjourned term, then,
and in that eage; such action imay be brought on for trial at such adjourned {erm
upon notice of trial served elght days or more before the beginning of said ad-
journed term;\such notice of trial shanl be filed with the clerk at least eight days
before the beginning of such adjourned term and shall serve as a note of issue.

IR L sg7; 1909 ¢ 244; 1913 ¢ 825 s 1; 1917 ¢ 2 5 1; 1927 ¢ 867 s 1; 1899 ¢ £9 5 1
1921 ¢ 108 5 1; 1588 ¢ 14 s 1, 2; 1925 ¢ 84 5 2, 97 1995 ¢ 99 & 1; 1938 ¢ 15 s 1; 1955
C 628 7y 1985 ¢ 188 1; 1945 c 265 s 1; 1951 ¢ 12 s 1; 1851 ¢ 290 s 1; 1957 ¢ 786 & 1;
1959 ¢ 10v s 1; 1252 ¢ 229 s 1; 1959 ¢ 24888,5,10,20; 1951 ¢ 142 s 13 (162)

255, NOTE: For employment of a law clerk in Rice, Stesie, and Weseca Countles, see Laws 1957, Chapter

CASLIZ POURTIR JFUDICIAL DISTRIOT. General terms of disitiet court in
the county named in this section ghall be held each year at the time herein Specified.
Hennepin gounty: Second Monday of September, ‘
[7909 ¢ 20451959 ¢ 249 s 4, 801 (162)

. NOTE: ¥or the employment of an assioament clark, see Lawg 1663, Chapter 785.
For the employmest of & Jaw clerl:, gee Laws 1965, Chapter 834

48418  M.B, 1657 [Renumbercd 484.11]
V48413 PINTIE JUDICIAY, DISTRICT. Subgivision 1. General terms of dis-
trict court in Shie counties named in this section shall be held cach year at the

time hevein specitied,

Subd. 2, Elue Earth county: On the first Tuesday in Qotoher, »
Subd, 8. Brown cour?ty: On ke first ‘Tuesday in May and the gecond Tuesday

“in Novembher.

Subd. 4, Cottonwood winnty: On the fivst Tuesday in May and the sceond

o Cs: B~¥
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S_ubd; 8. If'aribault county: On thé’i\ﬁrst Tuesday in May and the‘;s:gcond Tues-
dayslx?bg‘.ogen}f;iison county: On the ﬁr%;\_Tuesday in April and the secdxq:;l Tuesday
& ‘Ssﬁ;n@';g:*r};';erimcom county: On the first Tuesday in February and the second Tues-
daysil?bg.e%ferrf;:ﬁ codn’cy: On the first Tuesday in 1‘¢ij and the second Tuesday
fo Q’icbe? ?fr. Martin county: On the first Tuesday in March arid the second Tues-
day in October.

as evidence in such cause. If the day specified for the commencement of any term
hereint falls on @ legal holiday, said term shall commence on the first day follow-
ing said holiday. ‘

Subd. 7. Special terms shall be held at such times and places within the dis-
trict as are specified by rules of the district court for such district.

Subd. 8. The petit jury for each term of the district court shall be summoned

Jfor the date and time specified in the special district court rules of said district,

(2909 ¢ 1265 1911 ¢ S68 s 1, £; 1915 ¢ 95 5 1, 2; 1981 ¢ S02 & 1; 1925 ¢ 818 8 1; 1945
c551;1949¢169 s 1; 1949 ¢ 180 s 1; 1958 ¢ 19 5 1; 1955 ¢ 485 5 1, 8; 1957 ¢ 708 8 1, 2;

50 O et TG SN
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1559 ¢ 849'§ 11,20; 1561 ¢ 680 5.1,2; 1968 ¢ V23 5 1, 2] (162, 164, 165)

Subd. 10. Murray county: On the first Tuesday in April and the second Tues- 48435 SEVENTH JUDICIAX, DISTRICT. Subdivision 1.- General terms of

day in December. ) district court in the countles named in this section shall be held sach year at the
Subd. 11. Nicollet county: On the first Tuesday in March and the second Tues- times herein specifed.

day in September. _ ) 1 j Subd. 2. Becker county: On the first Monday in Fébruary and the first Tues-
Subd. 12. Nobles county: On the first Tuesday in Pebruary and the secorid day in Septembher.

- Subd., 3. Benton county: On the first Monday in February and the first Tues.
sda tober. . - ” b
Tueg&gg‘ l:'Lnéf)cli’ipestcme county: On the first Tuesday in April and ithe second Tues- day in September.

day in November. i . Subd. 4. Clay county: On the second Monday in April and the second Monday
Subd. 14, Redwood county: On the. first Tuesday in March and the second in November. - .

Tuesday in October. B . Subd. 5. Douglas county: On the first Monday in March and the first Monday
Subd. 15. Roclk county: On the first Tuesday in March and the second Tuesday = § in Qctober.

in September. Subd, 6. Mile Lacs county: On the first Monday in February and the first
Subd. 16. Watonwan county: On the first Tuesday in April and the second Tues- Tuesday in September,

day in October. § Subd, 7. Morrison county: On the second Monday in April and the second
[R L s 97; 1909 ¢ 244 s 1; 1928 ¢ 52 s 1; 1915 ¢ 67; 1921 ¢ 57 8 1; 1921 ¢ 1%} 8 13 [ Monday in November. ‘ . )

1925.¢ 102 s 17 1928 ¢ &; 1929 ¢ 16 s 17 1941 ¢ 50 s 1 1933 ¢ €2, 1937 ¢ 58 1, 2; Subd..& TOtl&e‘r Tail county: On the second Monday in April and the second

1087 ¢ 184 § 1:8; 1939 ¢ 36; 1943 ¢ 88 5 17 1949 ¢ 130 s 1; 1951 ¢ 139 8 13 1957 ¢ 120 ¢ 15 Monday in November. .

1959 ¢ 193 & 1; 1950 ¢ 249 § 5, 9, 15, 17, 80; 1983 ¢ 716 8 1; 1957 ¢ 766 5 11 (162)

v . Subd. 9. Stearns county: On the first Monday in March and the first Monday
431,13 M.S. 1957 [Renumbered 454.13] § in October.

45114 SINTY JUDICIAL DISTRICT. Subdivision 1. General terms of dis- « . Subd. 10. Todd connty: On the first Monday in March and the first Monday
tric;tsc;urt in fthe counties named in this seetion shall be held each year at the . in Qciober.

i erein speecified. . ) ) .
nm;ilfld.rz Cgrlton county: On the second 'l‘ugsdag' in Februavy, ontthe third
Tuesday in May, and on the second Tuesday in Octoner. . i
ruglcxbl&v. 3r.l l(.’,‘\'Jsgki ecunty:L On the second Monday in Mavrch and on the third Mon-

Subd. 11, Wadena county: On the first Monday in Februnary and the first Tues-
gay In September.

IRLs97;1900c 24582, 1918¢951; 19150908 1; 1917 ¢ 87 8 1; 1925 ¢ 9 8 1}
1231 ¢ 117 8 1; 1883 ¢ 28 5 1; 1993 © 108 5 1; 1985 ¢ 46 & 1; 1948 © 137 s 1; 1947 ¢ 847
day in October. . S 1y 1949 ¢ 848 § 15 1851 ¢ 410 5 17 1958 ¢ 842 s 25 1855 ¢ 258 s 1; 1959 ¢ 46 § 13 1959

Subd, 4. Lake county: On the third Monday in May and the second Monday in 3 cRi9s87%, .‘304; 196{ c257s1,2) (182) ]
January. ] 48416 WL.S. 1957 [Renumbered 484.09]

Subd. 5. St Louis county, at the county seat: On the first Monday aEtar the , 48416 EIGHTH JUDICIAY, DISTRICY, Subdivision 1. General terms of &s-
first day in January, on the first Monday in April, on the first Tuesday aiter the triet court in the counties named in this section shall be held each year at tha,
first Monday in Seotember and on the fivst Monday mNo}:‘gm{:er. . . time hergin specified. !

Subd, 6. Tn addition to the general terms of the district court in St. Louis . Subd. 2. Big Stone county: On the third Monday in May and the first Monday //
county to be held at the county seat, general terms Of the court are hereby estab- - § in December. ~
lished to be held in the city of Virginia, in that co_unt;f; on the first 'I“uesday in  § . Subd. 3. Chippewa county: On the first Monday In June and the first Monday
April, the first Wednesday after the firgt Monday in Septerber, and the fourth 4 in December.

Tuesday in November; in the villags of Hibbing, in that county, the second IMon- . Subd. 4. Grant county: On the second Monday in March and the third Monday
day in February, the second Monday in May, and the second Monday in Oc\tfubeg. it Qetober, :

in each year; in the city of Ely, in that county, the third Monday in Marcn Subd. 5. Xandiyohi county: On the second Monday in March and the second
aud the third Monfay in October, in ec_cch year, fgr the frial, hearing and de Monday in September.

termination of all actions, civil and eriminal, and with the same furee and effect

! & Subd. 6. Lac qui Parle county: On the second Monday in April and the second
as though held at the county seat of said countys and {1l proceedings of whizé- Monday in October. ’

soever kind that can be heard and determined iu the district court of this state, Subd, 7. Meeker county: On the second Monday in April and the second Mon-
may be tried, heacd and datermined at the said cify of Virginia, the said vil- day in Octobei.

lage of Hibbing, or the said eity of Lly with the same forea and eficct as though N Subd. 8. Pope county: On the first Monday in June and the third Monday in
November,

heard and determined at the county seat of said county, exc‘epty that all proceed-

ARRE . . s e . o 3 LAYy L e . . ‘

ings for ths registration of title to real estate shall be txied ai the county seat Subd. 9. Renville county: On the second Monday in' May and the second Mon.
day in Nowember.

of said eottnty a8 novw provided by law, and all omter. actiéms tqfatormine tmire tl()[ |
ronl psinte shall be tried at tha county seal, except tual by wrilten consent oi & A . ) _ .

;‘){'\{z"}tii?tl*‘;m:t;any :;uch .:ecti(;n may. o bried at said city of Virginia, av the village E&oﬁ;?g'ii%e;gs};?e; county: On the second Monday in February and the second
o:f Hi'tabin'f, or the city of Ely in accordence with such written consernt; l\ut' no nag, er s

officer hovinz in his eustody any of the putlic records of St Louis county shall

Subd. 11. Swift county: On the secand Monday in May and the second Mon-
he required fo prodice such record at the teigl of any action not on trial at the

“day in November.

AR PSRN ‘weoviding for the producfion of such g Subd, 12, Traverse county: On the fourth Monday in February and the first
county seat, save upon tie order of the court providing for the preduefion of s 5 ‘Monday in October. ty ' M

record ard its immediate return to the officer produciag it, ywpen its introduction
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484.17 DISTRIEXT COURIS 5202

Subd. 13. Wilkin county: On the fourth Monday in March and the first Monday
in Navember, ’ .

Subd, 14. Yellow Medicine county: On the second Monday in Maxch and the
séeond Monday in September,

[R L.s 97; 1909 ¢ 244 s 1; 19183 ¢ 263 s 1; 1915 ¢ 64 8 1; 1983 ¢ 250 8 13 1987 ¢ 82
s1;1927¢5581; 1983 ¢ 11 8 1; 1955 ¢ 856 § 1; 1989 ¢ 11; 1049 ¢ 8 s 1; 1961 ¢ 1 8 15
1955 ¢ 863 s 1; 1959 ¢ 849 s 18, 16, 201 (162) .

48417 M.S. 1957 [Renumbefed 484131

45117 NINTH JSUDICIAL DISTRICT. Subdivision 1. General terms of
distriet court in the counties named in this section shall be held each year at the
times herein specified. '

EASTERN AREA

Subd. 2. Aitkin county: On the second Tuesday in May and the first Tuesday

in December. y

Subd- 8. Beltrami county: On the first Tuesday in February and the second
Tuesday in September,

Subd. 4. Cass county: On the first Tuesday in May and the first Tuesday in
December.

Subd. 5. Clearwater county: On the third Tuesday in April and the first Tues-
day in November. , v

Subd. 6. Crow *Wing county: On the first Tuesday in February and the first
Tuesday in September.

Subd, 7. Fubbard county: On the second Tuesday in March and the second
Tuesday in Qctober,

Subd, §. Itasca county: On the third Tuesday in February and the second
Tuesday in September.

Subd, 9. Xoochiching county: On the third Tuesday in March and the first
Tuasday in Octoler. :

Subd. 10. Lake of the Woods county: On the third Tuesday in February and
the first Tuesday in September.,

WESTERN AREA

Subd. 11. Kittson county: On the first Wednesday following February 18 and
the second Wednesday in September.

Subd. 12. Mahnomen county: On the first Tuesday following February 17 and
the second Tuesday in September. ,

Subd, 13. Marshall county: On the first Monday following February 16 and the
second NMonday in September,

Subd. 14. Norman county: On the first Monday following February 16 and
the second Monday in'September. =

Subd, 15. Perminzton county: On the first Tuesday following February 17 and
the second Tuesday in September. w

- Subd. 16. Polkicounty: On the first Thursday following February 19 and the

second Thursday in September. h

Subd. 17, Red Lake county: On the first Wednesday following February 18 and
the second Wednesday In Septernber. ’ .

Subd. 18. Rose&iu county; On the fivst Thursday following February 19 and’the
secondThursday in September. o

Subd, 19, Whenever the day specified for the beginning of any general term

{T\\_ falls upon a legal holiday or general election day, the term shall begin on the day
‘following. :

Subd, 90. The counties named in subdivisions 2 to 10 constitute the eastern -

area of the district and four of the judges of ihe distriet shall reside within
that arvea. The countles named in subdivisions 11 to 18 constitute the western
arca of the district and two of the judges of the district shall reside within that
area. Unless the judges cf the district shall by rule or order otherwise provide
or the press of court work otherwise requires, the judgas residing within an atea
shall usually be desiznated and assigned to preside at terms of court and be pri-
marily responsible for the disposition of the eourt’s business withia that arex.

(R Ls97;1009 cByh s 1; 1945 ¢ 43 ¢ 1; 1917 ¢ 61 8 1; 1921 ¢ 135 s 15 1921 ¢ 143

B-8

5203 DISTRICY COURTS 484.31

sl; 15'?8 C 222 58y 1925 ¢ 8% s 13 1995 ¢ 844 8 1; 1927 © G & 17 1987 ¢ 19T s 1 1929
¢ 2'; 19{{ ¢ 8858 1; 1633 ¢ 51 5 1; Bwi933 ¢ 15 & 1; 1937 ¢ 261 s 14y 1987 ¢ Ji8 s 1;
1947 ¢ 853 s 13 1949 ¢ 3185 1, 1951 ¢ 414 s 1; 1953 ¢ 4 5 13 1959 ¢ 104 s 1; 1959 ¢ 249
514,15,820; 1961 ¢ 156 § 1-3; 1968 ¢ 351 s 15 1965 ¢ 1 3 1,8; 1969 ¢ 269 5 1-8] (162)

48418 M.S. 1937 [Renumbered 454.11] :

. 4§»1~.18 LI‘E;QTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT. Subdivision'1l. General terms of
distriet court in the counties named in this section shall be held each year at the
time herein specified.

Stthd, 2, Anok:;. county: On the first Tuesday in September,
Subd. 3. InChisago county: On the first Tuesday in May and the first Tuesday in
December, '
o tSl;lé:d 4. Isanti county: On the first Tuesday in February and the fivst Tuesday in
ctolher, ’

Subd. 5. In Kanabec county on the first Tuesday in May and the first Tuesday in
December, '
_ Subd, 6. In Pine county on the first Tuesday in January and the first Tuesday
inSeptember.

Subd.-7. Sherburne county: On the first Tuesday in January- and the first
Tuesday in September,

Subd, 8. In Washington county on the first Tuesday in September.

Subd. 9. Wright county: On the fivst Tuesday in March and the first Tuesday in

- November.

(R Ls97;1909c 18 2; 19080 24, s 1; 1917 ¢ 95 2, 1919670 s 1; 1919 ¢ 88 2 1;
1923 ¢ 56 8 1; 1925 ¢ 845 s 2; 1937 ¢ 49 8 1; 1987 ¢ 50 8 1; 1937 ¢ 267 s 1; Ex1987
c18s 1; 194102828 1,8; 1951 ¢ 6 81,8 1955 ¢ 322 § 1; 1957 ¢ 259 s 1; 1959 ¢ 121
§1,8; 1959 ¢ 249 & 13-20; B221961 ¢ 81 s 1-8; 1969 ¢ 367 ¢ 1] (162, 163) '

48412 [Renumbered 484.141

48120 DMLS. 1957 [Renumbered 484.16, subds. 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 141

48421 DMLS. 1957 [Renumbered 484,13, subds. 4, 10, 12, 13, 15]

4§~}.22 M.S. 1957 [Renumbered 484.17, $ubds. 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 117, 18]

4224.23 M.S, 1957 [Renumbered 484,17, subds. 2.8, 10, 11]

48124 M.S, 1957 [Renumbered 484,16, subds. 2, 4, 8, 10, 12, 13]

458425 BLS, 19537 [Renumbered 484.13, subds. 5, 6, 9]

45426 MLS, 1957 [Renumbered 484.18, subds. 2, 4, 7, 9]

484.27 M.S. 1957 [Renumbered 484.18, subds. 3, 5, 6, 8]

484.28 TERMS XN NEW COUNTIDS; SCRELGULE OF TERNS PUBLISHED.
When a new county is added to any district, until the time for holding court therafor
is fixed by law, the judge or judges of such district, by an order filed with the

. secretary of state and with thé several clerks of court in such district, shall ix the

time of holding terms in such tounty; but such order shall not take effect until 30

- days after the filing thereof with the secretary of state nor be altered except as

thereafter provided by law. The revisor of statutes shall publish in the volume of
laws enacied at each legislative session o schedule of the times of holding court in
the several counties as fixed by law.

[1809 ¢ 244 5 85 1945 ¢ 65 5 3; 1971 ¢ 25 § 83) (176)

48428 ABSENCE OF JUDGE; WEO MAY ACT, When the judge who should
hsar any action, motion, or progeeding {5 unable to be present, any other judge
oi the same judicial district may act in his place, except in the trial of causes
already begum before the judge so abgent; provided that miotions for a mew’ trial
shz}ll ke heard by the judge before whom the cause was tried, if he be still in
office-and not disabled.

B, L. s, 98] (17%)

484.39 ADJOURNED AND SPECIAL ZENMS, The judges of each district
may adjourn court from time 1o timne during any term thereof, and may ‘appoint
Special terms for the trial of issues of law and fzct, and, when necessary, direct
grand or petit Juries te be drawn therefor. Three weeks’ published notice of every
such spec§al term shall pe given in the county wherein it is to be held. They may
also appoint special terms for the hearing of all matters except issues of fact, the
order for which shall be filed with the clerk, and a copy-posted in his office for
three weeks prior o such tepm.. , o

[R. L. 5991 (178) '

- 484.31 N@N-ATTENDA&CE OF JUDGE; ADJOURNMENT. If the judge fails
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to attend on the day appointed for holding court, the sheriff or clerk may open
caurt and adjourn the same from day to day; but if he does not appear by four
o'clock p. 11, of the third day, one of said officers shall adjourn tha term without
day, and dismiss the jurors; provided, that such clerk or sheriff, upon the direction

of the judge, and without his presence, may adjourn any general ¢r special term. -

to a day certain, in which case the jurors, if any, shall attend on sueh-duy without
further npetoee,

[R. L, 5. 200} (179)

481,82 FAILURE TO HOLD TERM NOT EI'O AVFECT WBITS. When any
term of court is not held, all persons bound by recognizance or otherwise to appear

thereat shall appear at the next general term thereof held in the county, or, if a ©

special term be sooner held for the trial of civil and criminal causes, then at such
special term. If the time for holding any such term be changed by adjournment
or otherwise, alt persons so bound shall appear at the term as changed. No process,
proceeding, or writ shall abate or be discontinued by reason of any alteration in
the time Or place of holding court, or of any vacancy or change in the office of
judge.

[RLs 1011 (180)

484,33 RULES OF PRACTICY. The judges of the district court shall assemble
annually, at such time and place as may be desxgnated in a call for such meeting
given by the district judge of the state longast in continuous service, to revise the
general rules of practice in stuich courts, for which purpose any 18 of them shall
constitute a quorum, When so assembled, such judges may revise and amend
such rules as they deem expedient, coniormably to law, and the same shall take
effect from and after the publication thereof. Such ruley, as the same shall ba
so revised and amended from time to time, shall govern 2l the district courts of
the state; but, in furtherance of justice, they may be relaxed or modifled in any
case, or a party relieved from the effect theveof, on such terms as may be just.
Any other proper business pertaining to the judiciary may also e transacted.

(R, L. 5. 10%; 1919 ¢. 88 (182)

4%4.31 PRESIDING JUDGE'S DUTIES; COURT RUSINESS REGULATED
ATD DIVIDED. Subdivislon 1. In all districts the judges shall meet annually
and elect one of their number to be presiding judge, who shall be designated
as the chief judge thereof and who shall preside at all meetings of the judges
of such district. In the event of a tie vote the judge who is senior in service shall
he the chief judge. He shall attend all meetings of the presiding judges of the
state which may be called by the chie: justice pursuant to section 2.724, sub-
division 2, and generally shall be responsible for the coordinating of the business
of the court in such district. The husiness of the court may be divided between the
judges, and otharwise regulated as they by rule or order shall direet. Bach
may try court or jury causas separately duripg the same term antdl at the same
time, or two or more of them may sit together in the trial of any cause or matter
before the court. If there be a division of opinion, that of the majority shall pre-
vail. If the division be equal, that of the presiding judge, or, if he be not sitting,
that of the judge senior in age, shall prevail, In districts composed of more than
one county, the presidivg judge, at least 30 days before the time appomted by law
for holding of a general term of the court in eav..h county, hy order filed in the office
of the clerk’ ‘of the colrt in that county, shall designate and assign one or more of
the judges of such district to preside at the term so appomwd and the clerl
forthwith s$hall mail a copy of such order to eaclt judge of the Qistrict. If any Judrre
assigned to hold o term of court, as hercin provided, is incapacitated by illness
or otherwise to preside at such term, anotier judge shall be designated and
as¥igmed in like manner to take his place. The same judge shall not be designated
or assigned to hold two consecutive general thrms in the same county wr 1less the
presiding judge or the judges of the district by order or rule othersvise direct.

Subd. 2. For purpases of applying this sec¢tion only, the judicial districts as es-
tablished in section 2,722, shall be used from .md after J uly 1, 1957,

LR I,s105; 1931 651; Ex1957 0 14 56, 1983 ¢ 585 s 1] (183)

484,55 "‘L“:B?O RARY COURTHOUSES. When the court-house or p’(acn pro-‘\ :

vided for holding court in any county is destroyed or becomes unsafe or unfit for
the purpose, or 1£ ne court-house be provided, the judges may designaté a con-
venient plade at the county-seat for temporary use as suen.

[R. L. s 102) (181)
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4{%7;.36 TERMS FOR NATURAJIZATION. The judges may hold general or
special terms of the court for the purpose of hearing applications for naturaliza-
(;'0?'11?5 any place designated by them in the several counties of their respective

istricts. v ‘

(R. L. s. 102] (181) .
484.57-48443 [Repealed, 1961 ¢ 561 s 17]

48444 . DEPUTY SHERIFF ANID CLERK; S8T. LOUIS COUNTY. There
shall be at all times a chief deputy sheriff of St. Louis county and a chief deputy
clerk of the district court of St. Louis county and such other dEp\\uties as may be
necessary, resident at the city of Virginia, or the city of Ely, o» the village of
Hibbing, and their appointment shall be made in the same manner as other deputy
sheriffs and deputy clerks of the district court in said county, The salaries of such
deputies shall be fixed and paid in the same manner as other such deputies. The
office of said deputy sheriff at Virginia, Hibbing, and Ely shall not in any sense
be considered or deemed the office of the sheriff for any purpose except the per-
formance of his duties relating solely to proceedings tried or to be tried at said
places; but the office of the deputy clerk at said places shall be equally deemed
the office of the clerk of court for all purposes except the filing of papers in ac-
tions or proceedings to be tried at Duluth. Marriage licenses and naturalization
papers may be issued by said deputy clerk.

[1908 ¢. 126; 1911 c. 868 s. 1; 1915 ¢. 93; 1915 ¢, 8715 1917 c. £55 8. 2; 1991 . 284 8. 13
1881 c. 160 s. 11 (166)

484,48 COURT-HOUSE; JAIL; EXPENSES; ST. LOUIS COUNTY. It is
hereby made the duty of the board of county commissioners of the county of St.
Louis to furnish and maintain adequate accommoadations for the holding of terms
of the distriet court at the village of Hibbing, and the city of Virginia, proper
_offices for these deputies and a proper place for the confinement and maintenance
of the prisoners at the village of Hibbing and the city of Vitginia,

The county shall refmburse the clerk of the court and his deputies as:herein
provided for and the county attorney and his assistants and the district judges of
the district and the official court reporter for their traveling expenses actually
.and necessarily incurred in the performeance of their respective officizl duties.

{1909 c. 126;7911 c. $68; 1915 ¢. $71 8. 1; 1977 c. 255 5. 11 (167)

484.46  JURORS; ST. LOUIS COUNTY. Grand and petit jurors for each of
these general terms shall be selected, drawn, and summoned in the same manner
in all respects as for the general terms of the court heid at the county-seat of the
county, except when in the discretion of the court there will be no necessity of draw-
ing a grand jury or a petit jury, the court may enter its order directing that no
grand jury or petit jury be summongd for the particular term therein mentioned.

L1909 c. 126; 1911 ¢, 368; 1915 ¢. 88 (168)

48447 APPEALS FROM FUNICIPAY, AND JUSTICE COURTS; ST. LOUIS
COUNTY. " -All appeals from municipal courts and from justices of the peace shall
be heard and tried at the place of holding regular or adjourned regular terms of
t}%e h&?éstiiict court which is nearest to the court appealed from, by the usual routes
o vel, ; i

By consent of the pariies any such appeal may be tried at any other place in
the county where regular terms of the district court are held.

{1909 ¢, 126; 15117c. 868] (169)-

484471 [Renumbered 484.631 ‘

48448 TRIAY, OF CRIMINAL CASES; ST. LOUIS COUNTY. ‘An persons
bound over to the grand jury, charged with a criminal offense, by any justice of
the peace or municipal court, shall be tried at- the place of holding regular terms
of the district court which is nearest to the court binding said party over, except
a5 hereinafter provided; and all criminal offenses committed in any city, village,
town, or unorganized territory shall. be tried at the place of holding the regular
term of the distriet court which is nearest to the city, village, town or place where
the offense is committed. <. ; : p

When the offense is committed yicarer to Virginia or Hibhing or Ely than to
i e county-seat, the party committing the-offense shall be tried at the first term of
g - Court to be held at Virginia or Hibbing or Ely at which a grand jury is in session,

© When the offense is committed niearey' the city ofEly than any of the other places

B-11 e
\\

]

[ A e WL

B AV T A

B e A et




AR e AT

e AEAL e - ¥ ey >R

484,49 DISTRICT COURTS 5206

referred to, said cause, in the discretion of the court, or on demand of the person
charged with the offense, may be tiled at the city of Ely.

. 11909 ¢. 126; 1911 ¢, 568; 1915 ¢. 98 8. 51 (170)

48449 TRIAL OF ACTIONS; ST. LOUIS COUNTY, All civil actions brought
in the qistrict court of the county against any person or persons, firm, or corpora-
tion residing in the county, shall be tried, heard, and detem:mngd at the place of
holding regular or adjourned terms of the dgistrict court which is nearest, by the
usual route of travel, to the residence of the defendant or defendants, or the
majority thereof, unless the place of trial sl{mll be walved by the cleferiﬁant or
defendants; and, for the purpose of determining the place of res}dence of domes-
tic corporations, such a corporation shall be considered as resl@mg at any place
where it has an office, rosident agent, or businéss place; provided that if none
of the parties shall reside or be found in the state, or the defendant be a foreign
corporation, the action shall be begun and tried in the place designated in the
summors.

[1909 ¢. 126; 1911 c. S68; 1921 c. 802 s. 2] (171)

48450 SUMDIONS; PLACE OF TRIAL; 37. LOUIS COUNTY. Any party
wishing to have any appeal from an order of the department of public service,
any election contest, a lien foreclosure, or any civil cause or proceeding of
any kind cornmenced or appealed by him in szid couvt, tried in the ‘cxty-of' ir-
ginia shall, in the summons, notice of appeal in such matters, or vther jurisdie-
tional instrument issued therein, in addition to the usual provisions, print, stamp,
or write thereon the words, “to be tiried at the city of Virginia,” and any party
wishing any such matter commenced or appealed by him in said court {ried at the
village of Hibbing shall, in the summons, notice of appeal in such matters, or other
jurisdictional instrument issued therein, in addition to the usual provisions, print,
stamp, or write thereon the words, “to be tried at the village of Hibbing,” and any
party wishing any such matter commenced or appealed by him in said ourt tried
at the city of Bly shall, in the summons, notice of appeal in such matters, or other
jurisdictional instrument issuad therein, in addition ta the ‘usual,provisions, _print,
stamp, or write thercon the words, “to be tried at the uity of Ely"; and in a1t
cases where any summons, notice of appeal in such matters, or other jurisdic
tional instrument contains any such specifications, the case shall be tried at said
city of Virginia, or the village of Hibbing, or the city of Ely, as the case may be,
unless the defendant shall have the place of trial fixed in the manner hereinafter
set out. )

I7 the place of trial designated is not the proper place of trial, as specified in
sections 484.44 to 454,52, the cause shall nevartheless be fried in such place, unless
the dafendant, in his answer in addition {o the other allegations of delense, shall
plead the location of his residence, and demand that suck actlon be {rizd at the
place of holding sald court nearast his residence, as herein provided; and in any
case where the answer of tha defendant pleads such place of residence and makas
such demand of place of trial, the plaintiff, in his reply, may 2dmit or deny such
nllegations of residence, and it such allegationy of residence be not expressly
genied, such case shall be tried at the place so demanded by the defendant, and if the
allegations of residence be so denied, then the place of trial shall be determined
by the court on motion,

If there are Several defendants, residing at different places in said county, the
trial shall be at the place which the majority of such defendants unite in demanding,
or if the numbers are eqnal, at the place nearest the residence of the majority,

The venue of any such action may be changed from any one of these places to
any. other, by order of the court, in the following cases: -

(1) Ugon writien consent of the parties;

(2) When it is mpde to appear, on motion, that any party has been made &
defendant for the purpose of preventing a ¢hange of venue as provided in this
section; :

(3) When an impartial trial cannot be had in the place where tha aetion Is
pending; or , .

(4) When the convenlence of witnesses and the ends of justice wonld be
promoted by the change, . g

Application for such change under clause (2), (3), or (2), shall be made by

o
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mc;‘tion which shall be xéiurnable and heard at the place of commencement of the
action.

. [isos ¢ 126; 1911 ¢ 8G8; 1915 ¢ 93; 1921 ¢ 802 s G; 1951 ¢ 195 s 1; 1971 ¢ 25 s 671
172 :

48451 PAPERS WHERE FIOLED; ST, LOUIS COUNTY. After the place of
trial of any cause is determined, as provided in sections 484.44 to 484.52, all papers,
orders and documents pertaining to all czuses to be tried at Virginia and filed in
court shall be filed and be kept on file at the clerk’s ofiice in the city of Virginia,
and all causes to be tried in Hibbing and all papers, orders and documents per-
taining thereto shall be filed and be kept on file at the clerk’s ofiice in the village
of Hibbing.

In all actions tried at the city of Virginia or the village of Hibbing, the clerk of
said couxt, as soon as final judgment is entered, shall forthwith cause such judg-
ment to be docketed in his office at the county-seat; and when so docketed the same
shall become a Hen on real estate and have the same effect as judgments enteced
in causes tried at the county-seat..

In all-actions tried at the city of Virginia or the village of Hibbing, involving
the title of real estate, upon final judgment being entered, sll the papers in said
cause shall be filed in the clerk's office at the county-seat and the final judgment
or decree recorded therein, and a certified copy of all papers In the case shall ba
made by the clerk and retained at the clerk’s office in the city of Virginia or in
the clerk’s office in the villuge of Hibbing where the action was originzally tried,
without additional charge to the parties fo said action.

[1909 c. 126; 1911 ¢. $68; 1915 ¢. 95; 1917 ¢. 255 8. 81 (1718)

484.52 RULES. The judges of the district court shail have full power and
anthority to make all such rules, orders, and regulations as are necessary te carry
out the provisions of sections 484,44 to 48452,

(1999 ¢, 126; 1911 c. S681 (174)

48453 [Repealed, 1969 ¢549 541

48454 EXPENSES OF JUDGHES. The judges of the district court shall be
paid, in addition to the amounts now provided by law, all sums they shall here-
after pay otit as necessary traveling and hotel expenses while absent from their
places of residence in the discharge of their official duties, and all sums they shall
necessarily hereafter pay out for telephone tolls, postage, expressage, and sta-
tionery, including printed letterlieads and envelopes for official business except
that a judge shall not be paid such traveling expenses for travel from his place
of residence to and from his permanent chamhers. Each judge may file monthly
and shall file within 90 days after the expenses are incurred, unless the time is
extended by the state auditor, with the state auditor an itemized statement, veri-
fled by him, of all such expenses actually paid by him which shall be audited by
the state auditor and paid upon his warrant. :

There is hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the state treasury not
otherwise appropriated such sums as may, from time to time, be necessary to
pay these warrants,

{1913 ¢ 466 & 1; 1921 ¢ 2)9; 1959 ¢ 158 s 81; 1972 ¢ 5 § 1; Ex1971 ¢ 82 s 201 (209)

48455 DEPUTY CLERKS, CERTAIN COUNTIES. Before the commence-
ment of any general term, the district court in any county having not less than
50,000 nor more than 100,000 inhabitants according to the last federal census may
by order require the clerk of court to furnish a deputy clerk during such term.
The order shall be filed with the clerk of court. Such deputy clerk shall receive
such compensation as the judge shall determine, while attending such term of
court.

[1958 ¢ 214 5 1, 1971 ¢ 18 8 1]

48461 RIOTIRED DISTRICT COURT JUBGES, ASSIGNMENTS, Upon the re-
tirement of any judge of the distriet court under the provisions of sections 480.101
and 490.102, he may be appointed and assigned to hear any cause properly assignable
to a judge of the district court and act thereon with full powers of suchi a judge by
the then senior or presiding judge of the distriet he has theretofore sewved in, for
serviece in such distriet, or by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the State
of Minnesota fur service in any other district, with his consent.

L1957 ¢ 678 s 11

48402 COMPENSATION AND BREPORTER. When such retived judge under
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takes such service, he shall be provided at the expense of the county in which
he is performing such service with a reporter, selected by such retired juride,

derk, bailiff, if the judge deems a bailiff necessary, and a courtroom or hearing
room for the purpose of holding court or hearings, to he paid for by the county

in which such service is rendered and shall he paid in additlon to his retivement

compensation and not affecting the amount thereof, the sum of $50 per diem for
such additional service, together with travel pay in the sum of nine cents per
mile and his actugl expenses incurrad in such service, said payment to he made
in the same manner as the payment of salaries for district judges, an certifica-
tion by the presiding or senior judge of the district or by the Chisf Judge of the
Supreme Court of the state of Minnesota. A deputy clerk may act as bailiff when
called to do so"for the purposes of this section,

[1957 ¢ 678 & 2; 1969 ¢ 1339 5 86; 1971 ¢ 948 s 1]

484,63  APPBAL, JURY TRIAL ON APPEAL., Any person convicted of a
petty misdemeanor or a violation of a municipal ordinance in any court except
the municipal court of Hennepin county, St. Paul or Duluth, may appeal from
the convietion to the district court in the same manner and with the same effect
as provided by chapter 633, except that the appellant shall not have the right to
a jury trial unless he was convicted of the violation of a municipal ordinance,
charter provision, rule or regulation for which a sentence to iraprisonment is au.
thorized and he was not tried by jury in the municipal court.

[1959 ¢ 588 5 1; 1961 ¢ 688 § %; 1965 ¢ 858 8 12; Exldil ¢ 27 & 28]

48464 FADILY COURT DIVISION; SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT, Subdi-
vision 1. In the second judicial distriet 2 family court division of the district
court is hereby croated to be presided over by a district court judge to be ap-
pointed by the chief judge of the district court to serve for a term of one year.
The judges appointed to said office shall be designated as the judge of the family
court division. : :

Subd. 2. The distriet caurt judge, family court division, shall haar and determine
all matters fnvolving divorce, annulment or separate maintenance, including proceed.
ings for civi} contempt for violations of orders issuad in such proceedings. In addition,
he shall hear and determine paternity actions, reciprocal enforcement of support ae-
tions and criminal non-support cases. :

Subd. 3. 'The board of county commissionears of Ramsey county shall provide suit-
able chambers and court ropm space, clerks, reporters, hailiffs, and one or more refer-
ees and other personnel to assist said judge, together with necessary library, supplies,
stationery and other expenses necessary therato.

Subd. 4. In cases of absence, sickness or other disability which prevents said
judge from performing his duties, the chief judge of the district court of the second
judicial district may designate or assign one or more of the other judges of the dis
trict court to perform the duties of the district court judge, family court division. The
chief judge of the district court rmay assign one or more family court matters to an-
other judge of said judicial district for hearing and determination.

Subd. 5. The judge of the family court division may be designated in writing by
the chief judge of the Qistrict court of the second judicial district to the regular or
ordinary duties of a judge of the district court without thereby aifecting the term of
office to which such judge was appointed. )

[Ex1967 ¢ B2 s 26; 1959 ¢ 9 5 83; Exl971 ¢ 7 s 1]

484,65 YADILY COURT DIVISION; FOURIH JUDICIAL DISTRICT. Subdi-
vision 1. In the Fourth judicial district, a family court division of the district court
is hereby created to be presided over by a distriet court judge. The judge appointed
or elected to said office shall be designated ay the district court judge, family court
division. Said district court judge shall be elected or appointed in the manner as pro-
vided for the elebtion or appointment of otner district court judges, except that he shall
be desigaated district court judge, Lamily court division, atid at the primary or general
election the office shall be so designated on the ballot.

Suind, 2, Said district court judge shall hear and determine all family matters
assighed to him by the chief judge of the fourth judicial district with the approval of
the majority of the judgas of sald district, v :

Subd. 3, The board of county commissioners of Feannepin county shall provide
sultable chambers and court room space, clerks, secretaries or reporters, bailif's, and
one or more referees and oiher persnnnel to assist said judge, together with necessary
libraty, supplies, stationery and dther expenses necessary thereto.
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Subd. 4, In cases of vacancy in the office, until the office is filled in accordance
with subdivision 6, or if work load, absence, sickness or cther disability prevents said
judge from fully performing his duties, the chief judge of the distriet court of the
fourth judicial district may orally or in writing designate or assign one or more of the
other judges of the district court to perform ox assist in the performance of the duties
of the district court judge, family court division,

Subd. 5. The district court judge, family court division, may be designated in writ-
ing by the chicf judge of the district court of the fourth judicial district to the regular
ot ordinary duties of 2 judge of the district court without thereby affecting the term of
office to which such judge was appointed or elected.

Subd. 8 Vacancies in the office of district court judge, family court division, shall
be filled in the manner prescribed by law for the filling of vacancies in the office of
other judges of the district court.

Subd. 7. The district court judge, family court division, may, with the consent and
approvel of the judges of the district court of the fourth judicial distriet, appoint one
or more suilable persons to act as referees. Such referces shall be learned in the
Jaw and shall hold office at the pleasure of the judges of the district court, The com-
pensation of a referee shall be fixed by the personnel board of Hennepin county and
appropriated Dy the county board and shall be paid in the same manner as other
county employees are paid. :

?ull]ad & The duties and powers of referees in the family court division shall be
as follows: B

(a) * Hear and report all matters within the jurisdiction of the district court judge,
family court division, as may be divected to him by said judge.

(b) Recommend findings of fact, conclusions of law, temforary and interim
orders, and final orders for judgment,

Subd. 9. Al recommended orders and findings of a referee shall be subject to con-
firmation by said district court judge, Review of any recommended order or finding of
a referec by the district court judge may be had by notice served and tiled within ten
days of eflective notice of such recommended order or finding, The notice of review
shall specify the grounds for such review and the specific provisions of the recom-
mended findings or oxders disputed, and said district court judge, upon receipt of such
notice of review, shall set a thme and place for such review hearing.

Subd. 10. Upon the conclusion of the hearing in each case, the referee shall trans.
mit to said district court judge the court file together with his recommended findings
and orders in writing. The recommended findings and orders of a referee become the
findings and orders of the court when confirmed by said judge. The order of the court
shall be proof of such confirmation.

[Br1971 ¢c7 s 23
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CHAPTER 485

- CLERKS OF DISTRICT COURT

Sec, Sec. - '
455.01 . Election; bond; dutles . 455,00 Reoort in criminal cases to county attumey
483,018 Salary, countles under 75,000 Inhabltants 455.10 Entry of unregistered cases
483.0% Monsy pald into court: fees . 455.11  Printed calendars
435.001 Investment of funds deposited with clerk 483,12 Vacancy
485,03 Deputies 485,13 Destruction of files and documents
435,05 Deputy clerk In St. Louls county 483,14 Vital statisties, vecords received for preser-
485,06 Search of records; certificate; public inspec- vation

) tion 485.15 Land title registratlon documents, disposal

433,07 Records to be kept 485.16 Record all actions filad

483.08 Index+of records . 485,23 Destruction of certain records

485,01 ELBCTION; BOND; DUTIES. There shall be elected in each county

. a clerk of the district court, who, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall

give bond to the county, to be approved by the county board, in a penal sum of
not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000 conditioned for the faithful dl$charge
of his official duties. In counties having a population of more than 200,600 and
less than 350,000 the amount of such bond shall be $10,000 and in counties having
a population of more than 350,000 the amount of such bond shall be $25,0C0, whici
bond, with his oath of office, shall be filed for record with the register of deeds.
Such clerk ghall perform all duties assigned him by law and by the rules of the
court. Ie shall not practice as an attorney in the court of which he is the clerk.

[R. L. s. 106; 1925 ¢. 337 8. 11 (191)

485011 [Repealed, 1969 ¢1151 s 9] 7

485.012 [Repealed, 1969 ¢1151 s 9]

435013 [Repealed, 1969 ¢ 1151591

435.014 [Repealed, 1989 ¢1151s9] ‘

435,015 [Local, Ramsey county, see Laws 1963, Chapter 773]

483.016 - [Repealed, 1969 ¢ 1151 s 9]

485.017 [Repealed, 1969¢115159]

485.018 SALARY, COUNTIES UNDER 75,000 INZABITANTS, Subdivision
1. Dinimum salury., The clerk of district court in ail counties of the state with
less than 75,000 inhabitants according to the 1980 federal census shall receive as
full conipensation for services rendered by them ads clerk of district court for their
respective counties annual salaries not lest than the following amounts based
on the population according to the then last preceding federal census:

(a) In counties with less than 10,000 inhabitants, §6,000;

(b) In counties with 10,000 but less than 20,000 inhabitants, $6,500;

{e) In counties with 20,000 but less than 30,000 inhabitants, $7,000;

(d) In counties with 30,000 but less than 40,000 inhabitants, 57,500;

(e) In counties with 40,000 but less than 75,000 inhabitants, $8,001).

Subd. 2. Se$ by board. The county board of each of the counties specified in

‘éubdivislon 1 annually shall set by resolution the salary of the clerk of district

court ywhich shall be paid to the clerk of district court at such intzrvals as the hoard
shall determine but not less oftent than once each month. At the January meeting
prior to the first date on which applicants may file for the ofice of clerk of district
court the board shall set by resolution the minimum salary to be naid the cleck of
Wdistrict court for the term next following. In the event o vacancy oceurs in the-office
of the clerk of district court the hoard may set the annual salary for the re-
mainder of the calendar year at an amount less than was set for that year. The
board in any case specified in this subdivision may not set the annual salary at an
amount less than the minimums provided in subdivision 1 but it may set the salary
in exeess of such minimums, The salary of the clerk of district court shall not he re-
duced during the term for which he is elected or appointed.

o In the event that duties ave assigned to the clerk of district court which ave in
addition to his duties as clerk; additional cornpensation may be provided for the
additional duties. The county board by résolution shall determine the additional
compensation which shall be paid and specify the duties for which the additional
compensation is.to be pald.
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5211 CLERKS OF DISTRICT COURT 483.02
Subd. 3. Cost o] living adjustments. The salary of the clerk of district court
when set pursuant to the provisions of subdivisions 1 and 2 shall constitute a
base salary ahd the clerk of distriet court shall be:subject to any cost of living
adjustment hereafter made pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes
37543 and acts amendatory thereof or supplemental thereto. ~

Subd, 4. Effect upon certzin sections. Subdivisions 1 through 3 shall not be
construed as repealing any existing law which provides for a higher minimum
salary in any county than the amount provided in subdivision 1, but shall he
deemed to supersede the provisions-of any act setting a meximum salary for the
clerk of district court in any of the countles specified in subdivision 1,

Subd, 5. (y,:éétﬁn of fees. The clerk of district court shall charge and collect
all fees ag pregeribed by law and all such fees collected by him as clerk of district
court shall"be paid o tha county in the manner anc at the times prescribed by the
county board, but not less often than once each month. The clerk ‘of district court
shall not vetain any additional compensation, per diem or other emolument for
his services as clerk of district court, but may recefve and retain mileage and ex:
pense allowances as presexibed by law,

Subd. 6. Budget for office. The county board by resolution shall provide the
budget for (1) the salarles of deputies, clerks and other employees in the office of
the clerls of district court; (2) other expenses necessary in the performance of the
duties of said office and (3) the payment of premiums of any bonds required of the
clerk of district court or any deputy, clerk or employee in said office and the hoard
is ,autthorlzed to appropriate funds therefor and for the salary of the clerk of district
court,

Subd. 7. Appeal from resolution of the hoards The clerk of district court if
dissatisfied with the action of the county board in setting the amount of his salary
or the amount of the budget for the office of clerk of district court, may appeal
to the district court on the grounds that the determination of the county board in
setting such salary or budget was arhitrary, capriclous, oppressive or without suf:
ficiently taking into account the extent of the responsibilities and dutles of said
office. The appeal shall be talen within 15 days after the date of the resolution
setting such salary or budget by serving a notite of appeal on the county auditor
and filing same with the clexk of the district court. The court either in term or
vacation and upon 10 days notlce to the chalrman of the boargd shall hear such appeal.
On the hearing of the appeal the court shall review the decision or resolution of
the board in a hearing de novo and may hear new or additional evidence, or the
court may order the ofilcer appealing and thé board to submit briefs or other memo-
randa and may dispose of the appeal on such writings, If the court shall find that the
board acted in an arbitrary, capricious, oppressive of .unreasonable manner or
without sufficlen{ly taking into account the responsibilities and duties of the cilice
of the clerk, it shall make such order to take the place of the order appealed from
as is justified by the record and shall remand the matter to the county board for
further action consistent with, the court’s findings. After determination of the appeal
the county board shall proceed in conformity therewith.

Subd, 8. Provisions to take effeck. The provisions of subdivisions 1 to 7 shall
take effect in the xespective cournties specified in subdivisions 1 to 7 (1) upon the
expiration of the term of the incumbent holding the office on July 1, 1265 or (2)
upon the oecurrence prior thereto of a vacancy in the office of clerlk of district
court or (3) subsequent to July 1, 1965 and upon nat less than 30 days written
notice by the clerk of district court, the county board shall make the provisions of
subdivisionis 1 to-7 effective on thie frst day of the month following the expiration
of the notfce ‘per%od.

11965 ¢ 522 s 6)7; 1967 ¢ 988 8 6,7 1969 ¢ 1151 8 §,7]
IXOT’E:, Lawy 1965, Chispter 822, Sections 8 and 9 read ay follows:

B8, AN, laws Telating to the compensation, fees, budget of the ofice of clerk of distrizt court
Inconsistent herewvith are superseded,

arp I e e o ey 2 ST S5 S A o B st st g e

485,02 MONEY PAID INTO COURT; FEES. YWhere money Is pald 'Into
court'to abide the result of any legal proceedings, the judge, by order, may cause
the same to be deposited in some duly incorporated bank, to be deslgriated by him,
or such judge, on application of any person paying such money into court, may
require the clerk to give an additional bond, with Uke ¢ondition as the bond provided
for in section 485.01, in such sum as the judge shall order. For recelving and paying
over any money deposited with him, the clerk shall be entitled to a commission

D-2
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4385.021 CLERKS OF DISTRICT COURZT

of one per cent on the amount deposited, one-half of such commission for recelving,
the other for paying, the same to be paid by the party depositing such money; pro-
vided, that where the money Is paid or deposited in any court by or for a city of
the first class or the state of Minnesota, no fee or commission shall he paid to or
for the clerk for any service performed by him in receiving or paying over any such
money deposited with him,

(RLs207;1921c 1183 13 1937c 188 3 1] (192)

NOTE; First sentence superseded, Rules of Clvil Procedure, Rules 67.04, 86.01 and 86,02,

483.021 INVESTMENT OF FUNDS DEPOSITED WITH CLEEX. When
money is paid into court pursuant to court order, as provided by saction 483.02, the
clerk of district court, unless the court order specifies otherwise, may place such
moneys with the county treasurer for investment, as provided by law. When such
moneys are subsequently released, or otherwise treated, by court crder, the same
shall be immediately paid over by the county treasurer to the clerk of distriet court
w}u} 5;;:;1 tg;.g Ivﬁﬁn the direction of the court order relative to such moneys,

008368

43503 DEPUTIES. The county board shall determine the number of perma-
nent full time deputies, clerks and other employees in the ofice of the clerk of district
court and shall dx the compensation for each position. The county boarad shall also
budget for temporary deputies and other employees and shall fix their rates of
compensation. The clerk shall appoint in writing the deputies and other employess,
for whose acts he shall be responsible, and whom he may remove at pleasure,
Before entering upon his oficial duties, the appointment and oath of each shall he
filed with the reglster of deeds.

(R L s 108; 1959 ¢ 1151 8 6] (193)

43504 [Repealed, 1937c110s1]

48505 DEPUTY CLERE IN 8T LOUIS COUNTY. In all counties in the state
now ov hereafter having a population of more than 130,000 and wherein regular
terms of the district court are held in three or more places, the clerk of the district
court therein, by an instrument in writing, under his hand and seal, and with the
approval of the district judge of the judicial district in which sald county is
situated, or, i there be more than one such district Judge, with the approval of a
majority thereof, may appoint deputies for whose acts he shall be responsible, such
deputies to hold office as such until they shall be removed theretrom, which rermoval
shall not be made except with the approval of the district judge or judges, The

gppoin‘cment and oath of every such deputy shall be filled with the register of
eeds,

[1935 ¢, 1793 (193-3)

485.08 SEARCH OF BECORDS; CERTIMCATE; PUBLIO INSPEOTION. The
clerk, upon request of any person, shall make search of the books and records
of his office, and ascertain the existence, docketing, or satisfactlon of any judgment
or other llen, and certity the result of such searéh under his hand and the seal
of sald court, giving the name of the party against whom any Judzurent or len

o appears of record, the amount thereof, and the time of its entry; and, it satisfled of

its satisfaction, and any other eniries requestad relativa to such Judgment. Nothing

in this section shall prevent attorneys or others from having access to such books

and records at all reasonable tires, when no certificata Is necessary or required.
[R. L. 8, 1092 1967 c. 208 3. 1] (194) )

485.07 RECORDS TO B BEEPT, Every clerk shall procure, at the expense of
his county, and keep, the following records:

(1) A register of actions, in which he shall enier the title of each actlon,
whether ori%nally cormmenced in his sald court, or brought there Ly appeal or
{ranseript of\judgment from justice court or from any court of record of the state
?p thtthn§ted States, and a minute of each paper filed in the cause, and all proceed-
ngs therein;

(2) A judgmentrecord, in which every judgment shall be entered;

(8) A docket, in which he shail enter alphabetically the name of each judg-
ment debtor, the amount of the judgment, and the precise time of its entry:

{4) Indexes, as described in section 48508, and such other records as the court,
inits discretion, may direct.

LR Ls110; 1969 ¢ 478 8 11 (193)

5212
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48508 INDEX OF RECORDS, Every clerk shall keep a plaintifi's and defen-
dant's Index to court records, in which all casés shall be entered in alphabetical
order under the name of each plaintiff and defendant. The index shall set forth the
names of the parties, date commenced, file number of the case, and such other data
as the court may direct, :

[RLs111; 1969 ¢ )78 s 8] (196)

48509 REPORT IN CRIMINAY, CASES T0 COUNTY ATTOENEY., The clerk
of every court of record having criminal jurisdiction, within ten days after the
sdjournment of any such court, shall tax the costs or disbursements paid or
Incurred by the state in the trial of each criminal case tried ducing such term,

enter the amount thereof in the record in each, and forthwith report to the couniy:

attorney the amount of such costs and disbursements taxed in each case, the
amaust of fines imposed, and the amount thereof paid.
(R Lsa1el (197} ' :

483.10 - ENTRY OF UNREGISTERED CASES. Every clerk shall enter upon
the proper registers all cases, civil and crimipal, which, through a mistake,
Inadvertence, or neglect of his predecessor in office, have not been registered.
The true date of the filings In such cases shall be entered in the registers, and the
entries, when so made, shall have the same fece and effect as if made by the

¢ clerl at the proper time; provided, that, in docketing any judgment, the date

thereof shall be the time when actually docketed, and the Hen-thereof shall attach
only from such date,

(R Ls 1181 (198)

48511 PBINTED CALENDAKS., The clerk of the district court in each of the
several counties of this state shall provide calendars either printed or otherwise
duplicated of the cases to be {ried at the general terms thereof at the expense of
the counties where such court is held. This sectlon shall not apply to 4 county where
only one term of court is held each year.

{1909 36931; 196106488 1; 1969 ¢ 867 s 1] (199)

48512 VACANCY. Vacancies in the office of the clerk shall be filled by appoint,
ment’by the senior judge, of the county where there is more than one judge therein;
in judicial districts containing more than one county and having more than one
judge thereln, such appointiment te made by the resident judge in said caunty, or,
it there he no resident judge, by the next nearest judge of said district; and by the-
judge of the district court in judicial districts having only one judge.

The appointee shall give the bond and take the oath required by law, and shall
hold his office for the balance of such entire term for which he shall be appointed,
and until his successor qualifies. In case any such clerk is adjudged insane, the
judge shall appoint a competent person to act as clerk in his place until he shall be
duly declared vestored to sanity. The person so appointed shail take the oath and
give the bond required by law of clerks of the gistrict court, and shall be entitled to
the fees and emoluments of the office durinyg the time he shall so act, and his acts

-shell have the same force and effect as if performed by such cletis

{R. L. 8 11}; 1945 c. 180 8, 11 (200) : .
485,18 DESTRUCTION OF FILES AND DOCUMENTS. The clerk of district

court in all counties of this state {s hereby authorized to destroy or otherwise dis.

pose of the files, and all documents contained therein, in all cases which are more
than ten years old, and which relate only to the following kinds of actions:

(a) Uncontested garnishments;

(b) Personal property tax judgments;

(c) Transeripts of judgments from municipal courts;

(d) ‘Transcripts of judgment from other counties which pertain solely to
money judgments. " ‘

Nothing herein cotitained shall relieve such clerk of district court from main-
toining the bouvks and index records required under sections 485.07, 485.08, and
485.10, including the filing data, of any files, of which such disposal is made.

(1945026481, 2; 1969 ¢50 3 1)

. 48514 VITAL STATISTICS, RECORDS RECEIVED FOR PRESIZRVATION,
The clerks of the district court may, at thelt option as county registrars of vital
Statisilos, receive for preservation records or cérgificates of Uve birth, death or stijl-
birth from town elerls, village clerks, city health officers of cities which are not

)
&

Primary registration districts under Minnesota Statutes, Section 144.154, or other

o . J N D—4’* :
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- local q{lncers, who may have lawiful custody and possession thereof in their

respenfive countles. The clerks of court taking possession of such records and
certifigates shall with regard to them be.subject to all applicable provisions of
Minnesota Statutes, Sections 144,151 to 144.203,

[2955 ¢ 249 5 1

48515 LAXND TITLE REGISTRATION DOCUMENTS, DISPOSAL. Subdivi-
sion {. The clerk of distriet court In any county of this state is hereby authorized to
destroy or otherwise dispose of the files, and all documents contained therein, in all
cases which ave more than ten years old, and which relate only to proceedings subse-
quent to original reglistration of land titles wherein there are no defendants.

Subd. 2, Nothing herein cantained shall relieve such clerk of district eourt from

~ maintaining the books and index records required under sections 483.07, 485.08, and

485.10, including the filing data, of any files, of which such disposal is made,
[1955 ¢ 4853 1,8; 1969 ¢ 50 8 &7]

485,16 RECORD AXY, ACTIONS FILED, The clerks of the district courts of
the several counties shall keep a record of all actions and proceedings, civil and
eriminal, flled in the court, and shall furnish to the state Supreme Court any infor
mat[ig;s goxx'?grnin% said actions as shall be preseribed by rule of civil procedure.

c6y 8l

485.23 DESTRUCTION OF CERTAIN RECORDS. Subdivision 1. ‘The clerk
of the district court in all counties is authorized to destroy, or otherwise dispose of,
the fi%ll%wing documents on file in their respective offices under the conditions herein
specified:

1. Not less than ten years afier filing:

(a) County board petit jury lists, order to draw patit jury, venire for petit jury.
order appointing baliliffs, copies of certificates for per diem and mileage for jurors,
witnesses, and bailiffs, and coples of court calendars.

(b) Delinquent personal property tax lists.

(e) All warrants and citatlons of personal property tax delinquents in which
judgment for such delingquent taxes has not been entereq.

(d) Notice of election or appointment, and notice of qualification of city, village,
and township officers on file in the clerk of district court office.

2. Not less than two years from the date thereof:

(a) Copies of law library receipts. ‘

{b) Copies of certificates for payment of local registrars of vital statistics.

(c) Aflidavits or statements on applcation for certified copies of records for
veterans purposes or for use by braunches of military service.

(d} Affidavits and prescriptions fled with clerk of distriet court as provided
in Laws 1919, Chapter 455,

é{e) All copies of rules and regulations of state departments filed with the clerk
of districet court, -

3, Not less than one year after the final determination of any civil action, and
with the order of approval of any judge of the respective district:

(a) Al exhibits, except written instruments, X-Ray negatives, maps, surveys,
plats, and profiles in drainage proceedings or other actions or proceedings affecting
real estate or the title thereto.

(b) Settled cases, including stipulations for and order settling such case.

Subd. 2. . This section shall not affect any existing statute for destruction of
files and daguments In the clerk of district court office in ceriain counties, or any
special rule for destructlon of records of the clerk of district court office which
may now be in effect or hereafter be adopted by the judge or judgzes of the respec-
tive judicial districts. v

{2957 c 238 s 4, 8]

48524 ([Repealed, 1969 ¢ 11515 9]

48523 [Repealed, 1969 c115159]

485.26 [Repealed, 1969 ¢ 1151 9]
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APPENDIX E

5415 COURT REPORTERS 486.03

CHAPTER 486

COURT REPORTERS

Sec, Sec,

486,01 Appointment, ditles, bond: substitutes 4£86.03 District court reporters; salaries
456,02 Stenographlc record 488,06  Chargae for trancript

456.03 * Fumish transcript; file record 486,07 Change of district; salaries adjusted

456.04 Act when another fudge pruldu

486,01 APPOINTMENT, DUTE]S, BOND; SUBSTITUZES., Each judge, by
duplicate orders flled with the clexk and county auditor of the several counties of
his district, may appoint a competent stenographes as reporter of the coutt, to
hold office during his pleasure, and to act as his secretary in all matters pertainiry
to his officlal duties. Such reporter shall give bond to the state in the sum of $2,000;
to be approve. )by the judge appointing him, conditioned for the faithful and impar-
tial dischargeof all his duties, which bond, with his oath of office, shall be filed with
the clerk in the county in which the judge resides. N

. Whenever the officlal repérter so appointed, because of sickness or physical dis.
ability, is temporarily unable to perform his dutles, the judge of the court affected
may, if another official court reporter Is not available, secure for the temporary
period of disability of the official court reporter, another competent reporter to per-
form suck duties for not to exceed 60 days in any calendar year. The ‘substitute
court reporter so appointed shall receive as salary an amount equal to the salary
of the official court reporter for the perjod of time involved and shall also receive
In addition thereto his expenses and fees provided by sections 486.05 and 486.05, The
salary of sucii substitute reporter shall be paid in the manner now provided by law
for the payment of the salary of the official court reporter. The substitute court
reporter shall not be required to furnish bond, unless ordered by the judge to do so.
The employment of and the compensation pald fo such substitute reporter shall in
no way affect or prejudice the employment of and the compensation paid to the
officlal court reporter of said court.

[RLs115; 1955 ¢ %70 s 4] (201)

486,02 STENOGRAFHIC ERECORD. Such reporter shall make a complete
stenographie record of all testimony given and all proceedings had before the judge
upon the trial of issues of fact, with or without a jury, or before any referee
appointed by such judge. In so doing he shall take dewn all questions in the exact
language thereof, and all answers thereto precisely as given by the witness or by
the sworn interpreter. He shall also record, verbatim, all objections made, and
the grounds thereof as stated by counsel, all rulings thereon. ail exceptions taken,
all moations, orders, and admissions made and the charge to the jury, ‘When directed
50 to do by the judgé, he shall make a like record of any other matter or proceeding,
and shall read to such judge or referee any record miade by him, or transeribe the
same, without cha¥ge, for any purpose in furtherance ¢f justice. .

[R. L. 5. 116) (202) )

486,02 FURNISH TEANSCRIPT; FILE RECORD, As soon as the trial is ended
the reporter shall file his stenographic report thereof with the clerk, or elsewhere,
if the judge shall so direct; and, upon request of any person interested and payment
or tender of his fees thersfor, he shall furnish a transeript of such record in the
words and figures represented by the characters used in making the same and for
that purpose he may take and retain such record so long as may be necessary, when
it shall be réturned to the files,

[B. L. s. 1171 {203) '

486.04 ACT WHEN ANOTHER JUDGE PRESIDES. Unless otherwise directed
by the judge appointing him, the reporter shall serve as such in all matters heard by
another judge when acting in place of the former and shail perform in relation to
Such matters all the duties required of himi by law.

[R. L. s. 123 (204) ,

486,05 DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS; .SALARIES. The judge by an order
filed with the county auditors on or before the second Monday in June, 1971, shall fix
and establish the salary of the court reporter at an amount not exceeding $14,500 per
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year, and, In such order, each judge, except thase judges in the second aad fourth
judicial districts, shall apportion the salaries of the reporters in their respective (is-
tricts among the several counties, and each county shail be required by such order to
pay 2 specified amount thereof in monthly installments, which shall be such propor-
tion of the whole salary as the population in each county bears to the total population
in the district as set forth in the most recent federal census. It is provided, how-
ever, that in the event a judge is temporarily transferred to hold court in some county
cther than in his judiclal district then, and in that event, the said county shall pay
that part of the montily salary of the judge's reporter as that part of the month
worked by said reporter in said county. Each reporter shell have and meaintain his
vesidence in the district in which he is appointed. The reporter, in addition to his
salary, shall be paid such sums as he shall acerue as necessary mileage, traveling,
and hotel expenses while absent from the city or viliage in which he resides in the
discharge of his official dutles, such expenses to be paid by the county for which the
same were incurred upon presentation of a verified itermized statement thereof
approved by the judge; and the auditor of such county, upon presentation of
such approved statement, shall issue his warrant in payment therebf,

All laws now it force relating to the salary of district court reporters inconsist-
ent herewith relating to any and all counties are hereby repealed and superseded,
except the manner of setting salary as hereinbefore wet forth shell not apply to
the second nor the fourth jodicial distriets. - ‘ )

Subd, 2 and 3, [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 701 5 3]~

[R L g 118; 1909 ¢ 108 8 1; 1921 ¢ 1707 1933 ¢ 2895 1951 ¢ }i3; 1943 ¢ 89 8 1; 1935
e 428 8 1oJy 1947 € 217 8 1) 1849 0 290 3 17 1951 ¢ 642 8 17 1955 ¢ 750 § 15 1557 ¢ 101 a
1,9; 1959 ¢ 264 8 1; 1961 ¢ 510 5 1; 1963 ¢ 679 & I; 1967 ¢ 727 5 1; 1969 ¢ 919 s 17 1971
c 567 s 1] (205) )
cha px;zg_-%:é For ths palary inersment of the court reporter ot Ramsey ooung,; Juvenlle court see Laws 1965,

For the salary of eourt reporters in Hennepin gounty, fourth judiclal d!s:"ﬁct. 72 Laws 1921, Chapter 608,
_ For the salary of court reporters In Ramsey county, second judicial dis;,g:i:»t. se¢ Laws 1967, Chapter

423608 CHAARGE ¥OB TRBANSURIPY. In addidon to such salary, tha reporter
may charge for a transcript of his record orderad by any person other than ths
judge 20 cents per folio thereot and five cents per folio for each manifold or other
copy thereof when so ordersd that it can be made with such transeript. 'This section
shall not. apply to any county containing a city of the flvst clasa.

IR L s 120; 1027 c 252 5 1, 8; 1953 £ 453 8 1} (206, £06-1)

486,97 CHANGE OF DISTRICT; SALARIES ADJUSYED. When a new judicia)
district {5 created or the boundary lines of a judicial district are changed the judge
or judges of such district or districts shall, within 30 days after the establishing af
such new district or the changingz of such boundary lines, file an order readfusting
the salaries ol court reporters and the provortions 1o he pald by tha several countles
with the several county auditors in sach district to conform to sucn changes and the
filing of such order shall vacate and set aside any and all orders than on file with
such auditors. : _

{1907 c 243 = 13 (207)
486408 [Repealed, 1957 ¢ 701 s 3]
485,09 [Repealed, 1961 ¢ 561 5 17]

APPENDIX F

DISTRICT COURT COMPARATIVE TABIES -

District

First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth
TOTAL

District

Vi

Mi

First
Second
ThHird
Fourth
Fifth
8ixth
Seventh
Bighth
Ninth
Tenth
TOTAL

From the State C

TABLE III

New Criminal Cases Filed

1971

736
1681
876
3110
832
434
8ld
430
521
637

10675

nnesota Courts

1972 1973
433 394
845 773
382 403

1771 2268
344 308
344 293
294 387
161 151
609 666
430 400

5613 6043
TABLE IV

Jury Cases Terminated

1972

743
lg28
801
3316
704
557
652
341
616
587
10245

1973
544
1781
665
3190
605
498
620
280
590
601
9378

Changes From

Prior Year

-39
~72
+21
+497
~-36
~-51
+93
~-10
+57
=30
+430

Changes From
Prior Year

-199
=147
~-136
~126
-89
~59
-32
-61
-26
+14
-871

ourt Administrator's Tenth Annual Report 1973
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District

First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth
TOTAL

District

First
Second

b Third

Fourth
Fifth
sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth
TOTAL

2545
543
780
541
185
386
954

8834

DISTRICT COURT COMPARATIVE TABLES -~

TABLE V

Court Cases Terminated

1972 1973
471 363
1284 1282
864 665
2424 4892
504 493
1839 2144
469 347
184 l4s
454 313
754 < 432
9247 11079

TABLE VI

Criminal Dispositions

1972 1873
391 467
849 788
431 ' 425

1789 2211
285 334
402 291
286 354
167 141
602 681
438 439

5640 6131
F-2

DISTRICT COURT COMPARATIVE TABLES -

Changes From
Prior Year

District
-108 .
-2 First
~199 ‘Segond
+2468 Thixd
-11 . F9urth
+305 Pifth
«122 Sixth
-36 ngenth
-141 : E%ghth
~323 glntﬁ
‘I enc
+1832 TOTAL
Change From
Prior Year : . )
e _, ;. District
+76 ) .
-61 : First
- 8 , Second
+422 Third
+49 : Fourth
~-111 : Fifth
+68 Sixth
-26 Seventh
+79 : ’E%ghth
+3 Tenth
2071 en
+a91 TOTAL

455
359
273
280
472
218
42
145
254
28063

111
290
116
65
111
74
61
71
1157

TABLE VII

Court Trials

1972

148
336
429
388
216
1207
194
43
137
159
3257

TABLE VIIX

Jgry Trials

1373

116
413
311
2793
281
1569
117
49
86
115
5850

1028

Change From \
Prior Year

#
i
[
i

4
2 4
}
!
i
!
!

-32
+77
-118
+2405
+65
+362
~77
+6
~51 ,
=44 '
+2553 !

e 2R
R

e ey g

< ey TS

Change From
Prior Year

~31
~29
~25
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DISTRICT COURT COMPARATIVE TABLES -

o ou 3
Pt Hh b
P * HW=E 2 B o o »n o "M o3 wun o om |ad i
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; 0 P8 B a4 X omHmog oo RolEe
® pelr & 50 o o K K OO w [8a0
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=4 2 0 &
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TABLE IX g A - 4
0 0 S ~ =) b1 O
eI e e el kL A B
o =3
Settlements of Jury Cases o -
o * * * o0 A
Change From & Slo oo w » o 1 &8 & B w |8 o
1972 1973 Prior Year =] [} g
' — T = 0 Fh A W,
During Before During Before During Before o w . aa 2 o
District  Trial Trial Trial Trial Trial Trial 8 S 15 0 o o O 2N B 2 L e 8]
First 25 624 o3 444 +12 -180 rt w0 :
Second 165 1589 223 1413 +58 =176 éa ol g 2
Third 50 643 37 545 -13 ~98 & g:g &
Fourth 520 2437 775 2078 +255 -359 .
Fifth 31 567 37 481 X6 ~86 THS RN R 8 8 8RS 8y = ;‘
Sixth 49 443 54 382 + 5 ~61 5 @
Seventh 78 480 68 468 -10 ~12 g ’; ;
Eighth 24 242 21 211 -~ 3 -31 0 ) oy w w
Ninth 30 519 24 503 ~ 6 ~16 - - - -l g 2 :
Tenth 39 482 25 520 ~14 +38 S L e L R S o :
TOTAL 1011 8026 1301 7045 +290 ~-981 . gj) H
o ?fo ! .
TABLE X S8R B8 8RR 82 ey F $
: o0 Q L
: R g N
e
i Percent of Jury Cases Settled a0 Eg
{ S = = Hoon n g :v
¥ Els 2 eS8 ERaealRi 2 I
3 Total 1972 1973 or - g
H Terminated Jury Trials Percent Percent o i
s& District 1972 1973 1972 1973 Settled Settled 72‘ ©
i [ R (5 #r
: First 743 544 94 63 87.3% 88.4% T S T | i
§ Second 1928 1781 174 145 90.9% 91.8% e S e R I B \8'8
Third 801 665 10& 83 86.5% 87.5% H
A Fourth 3316 3190 359 337 89.2% 89.4%
: Fifth 704 605 106 87 84.9%  85.6% © w ” o
Sixth 5587 498 65 62 88.3% 87.6% Q Qs B o= d N R I L
Seventh 652 620 94 84 85.6% 86.5¢ § el 8 8 B ¥ 6 3 8 3 3 I12a
‘ Eighth 341 280 75 48 78.0% 82.9% o
P Ninth 616 590 67 63 89.1% 89.3% :3 leﬁ
Tenth 587 601 66 56 88.8% 90. 6% G0
: TOTAL 10245 9374 1208 1028 88.2% 89.0¢ DlE o v o B 88 B 8 2 g
N - I L '
I
2
H
F-4 F-35 i
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i -
4 New Cases Filed Per Judge NUMBER AND AGE OF COURT CASES PENDING DECEMBER 31, 1973
F . .
5 . CASES  ONE YEAR ONE TO  TWO TO THREE TO  OVER FOUR
i DISTRICT PENDING OR LESS TWO YEARS THREE YEARS FOUR YEARS YEARS
4 e Court, Jury P 160 129 & 27 3 1
i No. of & Criminal Average ‘ 2 657 657 .
District Judges Filings Per Judge 3 234 186 40 6 2
First .5 1364 273 4 1300 2270 30
5 227 147 52 16 7 5
Second *11 3394 309 6 112 101 7 2 1 1
hdrd ¢ 1786 298 7 107 97 4 5 1
{3 8 33 31
1 Fourth *18 9925 551 9 124 74 24 o1 13 12
s . 10 185 158 19 5 2 1
i | 5 1274 255 . i
Fifth 3 T0TAL 3140 2850 195 49 27 19
§ Sixth 6 3027 505
‘ Seventh 4 1327 331 :
Eig‘hth 3 560 187 ’ NUMBER AND AGE OF JURY CASES PENDING DECEMBER 31, 1973
. - | CASES  ONE YEAR ONE TO WO TO THREE 0  OVER FOUR
Ninth 6 1524 254 ' DISTRICT PENDING OR LESS TWO YEARS THREE YEARS FOUR YEARS YEARS
o renth 6 1363 227 1 307 269 34 4
L ; : 2 915 899 16
TOTAL 70 25544 365 3 428 368 54 6
q 2277 2019 253 5
5 350 320 27 2 1
*Juvenile Judge not included. 6 259 229 30
::; - 7 141 138 3
: 8 69 66 2 1
L 9 142 135 5 1 1
b 10 400 340 53 5 2
TOTAL 5288 4783 474 27 4
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p CASES ONE YEAR ONE TO TWO 70
t DISTRICT PENDING OR LESS
.1 60 58 1 1
; 2 84 84
' 3 83 74 7 1
‘ 4 221 221
5 98 93 2
6 81 70
7 118 112 2
8 19 19
9 154 135 14 5
10 95 81 8 5
TOTAL 1013 947 44 16

THREE TO

NUMBER AND AGE OF CRIMINAY CASES PENDING DECEMBER 31, 1973

OVER FOUR
TWO YEARS THREE YEARS FOUR YEARS YEARS

State ot Minnesata, APPENDIX G DISTRICT COURT,

OUNTY UF HENNERIN Fourth Judicial Districe

NOTE OF ISSUE File NOu vunvmmimsscssosimsssssesnsas .

READINESS FOR TRIAL Cal. TN, crvremreenrsesessessssunees
AGAINST

You will please take natice that the above entitied action will be placed upon the calendar of tke
above named Court within ten days after service of this Wote of [ssue upon you, for the trial of the Issue

of

LAWORFACT

DY civrnsssssesserssvesnrens

"r'iié'é‘é'iflﬁ"'(‘)‘iijb'xi?'"““"'"

evssnasastiveanse

to

Attorney ... for Attorney .,.... for
Address Address

Phone Phone

CERTIFICATION THAT CIVIL CASE IS READY FOR TRIAL

TCERTIFY to the Court:

That the phove captioned case is now ready to be placed o the'Givil active list; that oll 'essential parties have been
served with process or appaared herging. that the case is af issue es to all.such parties; that serlous settlement
negotiations have bean conducted; and, thdt a.copy of this Notice thut the abpua mentioned Civil case is af

Issue has been served on afl counsel having an interest in the case,

HaAbeeetabasItaeaetrsuerrirasisassasua.

SIGNATORE OF TRIAL COUNSEL

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

STATE OF MINNESQTA

County of

being first duly sworn, upon oath deposeé and says, that in said County and State, oOn the ..ieisiesisemmesssen esen
day of . 19, he served the within Note of Issue and Recdiness for Trial
upon by then and there

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

day of 19,

Notary PUBHC, wawnens wossennsene County, Minn,

My conmission expires . sy 1 i
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Al the time of filing the Note of Issue there shalg, be se ved and filed a written statement of the case,
including to the exten! applicable, the following:

. Name, eddress and accupation of the client,

b, Name of insurance carriers involued,

2]

Names and addresses of all witnesses known to attorney or client who mey be called at the trial by the
party, including doctors and other expert witnesses,

d. A conclse statement of the party's version of the furts of the cuse including, in accident cases, 'the date and
haur af accident, its location, a brief description of hiow I aecurred and, where uppropriate, o simple sketch
showing manner af accurrence,

&

A description of vehicles or other instrumentalities involved with informution as ta ownership or oiller
relevant facts,

™

In accident cases all items of claimed negligence, contributary negligence or gssumption. or risk, giving
claimed statutory violations by statute number, In other cases, a brief statement of party's claims,

& A list of all exhibits that may be offered at the {risi.
h,  Inaccident cases, a statement by each claiman}, whether by complaint or counterclaim, of the following:
(1) Names and addresses of doctors not listed above who have examined the injured porty.

(2} A detailed description of claimed injuries, including claims of permanent injury, If permanent injuries
are ¢laimed, the name of the doctar ar doctors who will so testify,

(8) Whether party will exchonge medicel reports, (See R.C.P, 35,04)

(4) An itemized list of all specials including, but not limited to, {a) cor damage nnd method of proof
thereof, (b) x-ray charges, hospital bills and other doctor and medical bills to date, and {c) loss of
earnings to date fully itemized,

Type of Case - Check those applicable. Preteial Conference Requested?  Yos_.... No.__
1. Apptals and Writs 9. Injunction
2, Change of Vehua Q. Mechanics L_ein Estimated tefal time:
3. Condemnation . Qther
4. Contract 2. Peesonal Injury b Claimed:
. Countarclaim , Property Damage )
. Declaratory Judgmant » Replevin

1. Divorce — Children {nvolved 5. Tax
N Na:Children Involved 18, Wrongful Death

COUNSEL WHO WILL ACTUALLY TRY CASE

[For Plaintii/Petitioner : Telepht;nu TAadr
For Plalauti/Petitianer Telephone Address
o Flainuttpetianer Telephone Adoress
For Defendant/Respondent Telephone Addrass
For Defentanuespandent T?lepnonu Address
For Detenttant/Respondent Telephane Address
L

Unléss an advarse pacty files g certilicate indicating nonteadiness fo trial within 1an days from the date of service of this Note of
1ssue, such sdvarse party is deamed to have jained in this Note ot tssua that the cdse is ready for trial, Thereafter no further
discovery pr shait be pilowed, The filing of this centificste .vhen 3 party Is not teady for trial ¢r the failure (o indicatd
non-rkadiness. whete the saine exists, shall subject counsel 10 sangtions,

This exse shall be placad oh the Trial Setting calenc ar 15 days from the date of service bereof, unlbss 1 cursificate of nan-readiness is
timely filed by an ads etse paty. '

PN

10.

11,
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APPENDIX H

CRIMINAL CALENDAR RECOMMENDATIONS

The Judge on the Criminal Calendar has complete charge of
the calendar,

The County Attorney's office and/or Defense Attorneys are
to notify the Judge in charge of the Criminal calendar at
least 24 hours in advance of any requested change as to
the date a defendant is to be in court ~ either for trial,
appearance, aor sentencing,

The oldest cases (by date of arraignment and incarceration)
are to be assigned to a Judge for trial first.

Not more than siXx and not fess than Tour trials are to be
scheduled per day,

Criminal cases hdve priority aver Civil cases and are
assigned out first, /
Criminal cases are First assigned to the Judges assisting
on Criminal -~ then on a first available basis to the Judges
on the Civil Calendar. |If more than one Judge Is available
at any given time they will be selected in rotating alpha-
betical order.

A1l continuance motions shall be heard by the Judge in
charge of the criminal calepdar at the time motion is made.

All cases set Tor trial that day shall be called at 9:15
that morning before the Criminal Calendar Judge.

" AVl plea negotiation forms are to go into the District

Court file as a matter of public record.

The Department of Court Sepvices is to notify the Assignment
0ffice when they want to put a matter on the cafendar (for
revocation, ete.)

The clerk in the courtroom will handle the call of the
calendar rather than the Cotunty Attorney’s represantative.

Chief Judge will assign cases that need special handling.

P
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DISTRICT COURT ASSIGNMENT SYSTEM FOR CIVIL CASES

Modified Master Calendar.

1. Cases are assigned for a week certain.
all attorneys five weeks in advance of trial alert week.

2. A certain number of cases (6~8) will be assigned (put on
trial alert) during a given week depending on the number
of :’tudges available.

3, The Calendar numbey determines what cases are cailed for
the week. The oldest calendar numbers are called first.

4. Referee John Prins will pre-screen the cases before the
trial alert card notices are sent out to determine the
following:

a) If special handling is needed.
b) Pre-trial yecommendation.
c) Cases that should not be alerted.

5, Chief Judge will assign cases that need special handling.

6. The Chief Judge may designate periodi¢ calendar calls to
reduce backlog of older cases.

7.  Cases will be assigned during a given week based on the
following procedures:

a) Judges are selected in alphabketical order on a
revolving basis. The day certain cases will be
the contr&l factor so that the alphabetical oxder
wil’ change every Monday. (Example: If there are
five day certains set up for .a Monday - the sixth
judge in the alphabet will head the list on the
following Monday.)

b) Cases assigned for a day certain will be given top
priority {(The oldest day qertaln calendar no. will
be first.)

c) Cases will then be assigned by calendar number
{oldest is first.)

d) Cases are then assigned on a first Judge available
basis. If two or more Judges are available at the same
time during the week, they will be selected in alpha-
betical order.

e) The number of cases set for a given day will be
larger than the number of Judges avallable to insure -
adequate back up. «

8. The exceptions to the abave procedures shall be by order
of the Chief Judge.

Cards will be sent to

APPENDIX I ,
533,01 JURIES, SUROBS 5696
Juries -
: bl
CHAPTER 593
JURIES, JURCRS
BSS61 Pent sury 56333 Selactton of §
X el on o jJurers
593,02 INd sex duquamluum 503.131 Valldity of jury selection
593,03 Number to ba dra 593.133 un.\rs. swamoning and seletiing In oertain
593,04 Qualideations, duabu.mu, and sxemptions casé
593.08  How drawn and sununcned 59314 Jurers, ae!ectlon in Hemuspln, Ramsey, St
593,08 How drawn and summonad ln countlss having Louis counties
maore than 200,00 Inhabitan 593,16 Jury of sis; drawing: challenyges
g‘g,g-gg B'mxa 1 ot trdictments; rocsedings a1 g’:?r i3 and pharmaciata pt from for
, ctinents; entists and axam,
£93.09 Drawing of nmme ballets H duty i
593,10 Balnts, how kept 593.19 Niscanduct of 0ficer drawing jury
593.11 Absent or excused §93.20 Juyror placed on Ust by :oucttaum
%93.12 Talestmen 593,214  Misconduct ot oftteir in charge of

NOTE: Ses Chapter 628 for Grand Jurles,

593.01 PETIT JURY. Subdivision 1. Notwithstanding any law or rule of
court to the contrary, a petit jury is a body of six men or women, or both, im.

paneled and sworn in any court to try and determine, by a true and unanimous ver- '

dict, any question or issue of fact in a civil or criminal action of proceeding, ae-
cording to law and the evzdence as given them in couct.

Subd, 2. The provisions of subdivision 1, as to the number ¢f jurors does not
apply to & criminal action where the offense charged is a gross misdemeanor or a
felony. In that event the petit jury is a body of 12 persoms, unless the dofendant
consents to a jury of six,

[R L s 2826 1921 ¢ 365 s 1; 1971 ¢ 917 5 1) (9456)

593.02 NO STX DISQUALIFICATION, The provisions of statute re}atina
to the qualifications of jurors in all eases, as well as those relating to exemption

rom jury duty, are hereby amended to include wwomen as weil as men, and any and
all sex qualification is hereby removed.

(1921 ¢. 865 8. 8) (9457) -

59303 NUMSZR TO BE DRAWN. Except as herelnafter provided, a number
of petit jurors, not less than 24, shall-be drawn for each general term of the
district court; but in his discretion the judge, by order filed with the clerk at least
30 days befare any term, may direct that a4 greater nufnber be drawn, not excesding
45 in all, or that no petit jury be drawn for such term.

[R L s }3827; 1958 c 68 8 1] (9458)

59304 QUALIFICATIONS, DISARIIIATILS, AND EX”"\EP’HONS. The quall-
fications, disabilities, and exemptions of petit jurors shall be the same as thoss
prescribed by law in the case of grand jurors.

R, L. 8. 4328) (9459}

£93.05 HOW DRAWN AND SiDQMONED, Petit jurors shall be drawn and
summoned at the same time and in the same manner as {3 provided by law in the
case of grand jurors. They shall be summoned to appear on the second day of
the term, unless the judge or judges, by, an order filed with the clerk at least 15
days before the term, fix a different day in the ¢ *'\E-n for their appearance, in swhich
case they shall be sumamoned for the day so ﬁ:s Tae court in any disttict may
fix such day, for any or all counties thereln, 'by orders which ghail remain in force
until altered or annulled.

{R. L. 8. 53291 (9460)

593.06 JIOW DRATN AND SUINMONED IN COUNTIER HAVING MORE
T}IAN 200,000 DYHABITANTS. The judge or judges of any judicial distriet may,
{ Dby om:ar filed with the clerk of the court cf any county havirg a pppulation-of more
than 16,000, where a term of court is to be held at least 15 days betore the sitting
of su¢h court, direct that the petit. jurors for such or any subsequent term or terms
be summoned for any day of the term fixed by such order other than the day now
fixed by law. Such order may be at any tirne modifled or vacated by the conrt by
an order in like manner made and filed with the clerk at any time. ‘When suca
order has been made, the clerk of the district court ia such county shall, in the
presence of the judge thereof, at least tem days before the general term of the
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5407 - JOBIES, JUROBS 59313

gistriet court, under the direction of the judge or judges of the court, draw from
the names in the list of persons selected to serve as putit jurors, made, certifled,
snd ‘prepared for drawing, the names of as meny persons as the court or judge

-

shall direct, 10 sexve as petit jurors for a period of two weeks in such terms, com-

mencing with the day of such term named in the order; ang shall then continue in
jike manner to draw the names of other persons for each parel for as many suc
cossive panels of petit jurors s the court or judge may direct for successive
periods of two weeks, covering the time that petit jurors are expected to be
needed during such general term. The clerk shall forthwith fssue to the proper
officers venires for such panels of petit jurors, returnable on the proper days, as
to each, ut ten o'clock in the forenocon, and the officer shall forthwith thereafter;
a8 svon as may be, serve all such venires and summon 231 such jurors and shall be
entifled to the same mileage, and no more, that would be the case if the names
of all the jurdrs in all the venires were contained in & single venire. It there be a
geficievey of petit jurors, the clerk shall, in open couxt, under the direction of
the judge, draw from the box containing the names on the petit fury list the
namges of additional persons to supply the deficlency; and wxits of wenire facias
shall issue simmoning such persons, and returnable at such time as the judge of
the court may direct. In all districts consisting of one county only, in which but
one term of court is held annuslly, petit jurors may be drawn from time to time
during such term, as the court may direct for the successive panels. The clerk of
the court in such counties shall in like manner issue venires for such petit jurors
returnable at such hour as a judge or the judges of the court may direct.

{1907 c. 85 8. 1; 1909 c¢. 221 8. 3) (9L61) )

59307 BAELLOTS. At the opening of the court the clerk shall prepare
separate ballots, containing the names of the persons summeoned az petit jurors,
which shall be folded as nearly alilse as possible, and so that the name cannot be
seen, and be deposited in a sufficient hox.

IR, L. 3, L8501 (9462) ~ ‘

593.08 TRIAY., OF INDICTMENTS; PROCEEDINGS, When an indletment is
called for trial, and before the jury is drawn, either party may require the names
of all the jurors in the panel to be called, and that an atfachment fssue against
those who are absent; but the court, in its discretion, may wait or not for the
return of the attachment.

[R. L. s. 48311 (9468)

593.09 DRAWING OF NAMS BALXLOTS. Before the name of any person Is
drawn the box shall be closed.and so shalten as to Intermingle the ballots therein.
The clerk shall then, without leoking at the ballots, draw them from the box
through a hole in the 1id so large only as conveniently fo admit the hand,

(R, L. 2. 43321 (9464)

§83.10 BAY.LOXS, HOW JEPT. When a jury is completed the ballots con-
taining the names of the jurors sworn shall be kept apart from the ballots con-
taining ‘Yhe names of the other furors until the jury so sworn is discharged, when
the baliots containing their names shall be again folded and returned to the hey,
and so on as often as & trial is had,

[B. L. 8. 45381 (9465) ‘ :

59311 ABSENT OR EXCUSED. If a juror is absent when his name Is drawn,
or is set-aside or excused from serving on the trial, the ballot containing his name
shall be folded and returned to the box 25 s0on as the jury is sworn.

[R. L, s 43841 (9466} .

§98.12 TALESMEN. When, by reason of challenge or other cause, a suffiefent
number of jurors, drawn and summoned, cannot be obtained for the trial of any
cause, the court shall cause jurors fo be returried from the bystanders, or from
the county at large, to complete the panel. Such persons shall be qualifled to serve
as Jurors, and shall be returned by the sheriff or his deputy, or by the coromer,
or by any disinterested person appointed by the court.

(. L. s, 43851 (9467) ,

§93.13 SCLECTION OF JURORS. Subdivision 1. Except as otherwise pro-
vided by special Jaw in all counties having a population of less than 200,000 the
selection of qualified persons whose names arve placed on the jury lists of each
county shall be by a jury commission, said commission to be comprised of the clerk
o1 district court of each county, the chatrman of the county board of the county, and
& resident of the county appointed by the chiet judge of the judicial district, said
resident being designated the court appointed commissiGner. The court appointed

I-2
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" commissioner shall serve at the will of the chief judge of the district, The clerk of

the district court shall be designated the chairman of the jury commission.

Subd. 2, The jury commission, at a meeting to be called by the clerk of the
district court in January of each year, shall select 72 persons fo serve as grand
jurors and one name £or each 100 persons resitling in said connty at the last federa}
census 1o serve as petit jurors. Provided however, that no less than ‘{50 persons
shall' be selected o serve as petit jurors. Selection of grand and petit jurers shall
be from the qualified voters of the county and taken from either the election regis-
ter of those ivho voted in the last general election in said county, or from the voter
registration file where permanent registration systems are maintained. At the
request of the jury cominission the county auditor and the city, village and town

clerks shall provide to the commission for its use.their votlng registers and regis-

<7, bration lists,

' Subd, 3. In selecting said names, the commissioners shall each alternately select
the name of a’prospective juror until the required number of jurors that said com.
missioners deem necessary to fulfill the requirements of subdivision 2 are drawn,
and the majority of the members of the jury commission in each county shall
determine the maaner in which said names shall be drawn, and may send guestion.
naires to prospective jurors to determine if they are physically disabled or if they
have moved from the county prior to making up the jury lists. Separate lists of
such mames as 4re selected to serve as petit jurors and of the names selected to
serve as grand jurors shall be certified and signed by the chairman of the jury
commission and forthwith delivered to the clerk of distriet court, The jury com-
mission may use data processing equipment in the selection of prospective jurors.

Subd. 4. In counties where the population exceeds 10,000, rno person on such
list drawn for service shall be placed on the next suceseding annual list. The clerk
of district court shall certify to the jury commission, at its annual January session,
the names on the last annual list drawn for service during the preceding year. No
juror shall seyve more than 30 days of actual attendance and until the completion
of the case upon which he may be sitting during any one term of court. The court
may, fith the consent of any such juror and with the consent of any parties
having matters for trial, after such 20-day period has expired, hold and use such
jurors so consenting to try and determine any jury cases remaining to be tried at
stich term between parties s6 consenting. ;

Subd. 5. In all counties having two or more terms of court in one year,
after the jursrs have heen drawn for any term of such court, the cleric shali strike
from the original list the names of all persons who were drawn for such term,
and notify the jury commission thereeof, which at a session to be called by the clerk
of distriet court shall likewise select and certify an equal number of new names,
which shall be-agdded by such clerk to the names in the original list, If the 15t is not
made and delivered at the meeting in January, it may be so made and deliverad at
any regularor special meeting thereafter.

Subd. 6, Whenever hefore or after a termy commences it appears to the court
that there is or will be an entire absence or deficiency of jurors. whether from an
omission fo draw or to summon such jurors or because of a challenge to the pand
or from any other caiise, the court may order a special venire to issue to the
sheriff of the county, commanding him to summon from the county at large a spec:
fled number of competent persons to serve as jurors for the ferm or for any specified
number of days; provided, that before such spevial venire shall issue the jurots
who have been selected by the jury commission and whose names are s{ill in 2
box, provided for in section 625.45, shall first be called, and upon an order of the

. eourt the number of names required for such special venire shall be drawn irom

the hox in the manner réquired by law, and the jurors so drawn shall be sum-
imohead by the sheriff as other jurors; and as additional jurors are needed succes
sive drawings shall be ordered by the court until the names contained in the box
have been exhausted. \

Subd, 7. The court appointed commissioner shall receive the gum of $35 per
day for each day actually and necessarily devoted to the discharge of his dulles
together with mileage at the rate of ten cents per mile actually and necessatity
traveled, The county auditcr shall draw a yvarrant on the county reasurer 1
pagment of invoices for such services and mileage as are appraved by the cid
judge of the district court, .

(R LS 4886, 1917 ¢ 1SS 8 1; 1929 ¢ 18 5 1;343981 ¢ 818 9 1y 1951 ¢ L9 § 1) 19515
ki
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NOTE: This seclfon dnés not apply to Anoka or Washinglon Countles. See Laws 1959, Chapter 215
and Exira Sessfon Laws 1967, Chapter 13, Seetien 2.

593,131 VALIDITY OF JURY SELECTION. In all counties having a popula-
sipn of less than 200,000, the validity or legality of jury selections or lists shall not
‘e affected by the fact that any person. so selected may be disqualified from serving
g5 a grand or petit juror, or by the selection of a greater or lesser number of per-
sons than as specified in this chapter. ,

[1969C514 5 4) _

583138 JURORS; SUMMONING AND SELECTING IN CERTAIN CASES, A
county commissioner who has participated in the selection from the gqualified voters
of the county a list of petit jurors as provided .in section §93.13, or a jury
commissien member who has parficipated in the selection of a list of petit jurors,
shall not be tried on a charge of crime before & jury impaneled from a venire drawn
from such list, but in such case, the jury panel from which the jury for the trial
of such criminal charge is selected shall be provided by the judge or judges of the
district court of the district wheyein such person is to be tried, Such judge or judges
may by order filed with the clerk of court of such county at least 15 days before the
trial, direct that a certain number of petit jurors, not exceeding 30, be summoned for
the day of the trial and the duration thereof. Such order may be at any time modi-
fied or vacated by the court by an arder in like manner made and filed with the
clerk at any time. When such order has been made, the sheriff in such county, shall,
in the presence of the judge or judges thereof, a& least ten days before the day of
the trial, under the direction of such jndge or ju %ges, draw from the list of names
of persons residing in such county previcusly prepared by such judge or judges the
vequired number of petit jurors, If from any cause thers shall ha a deficiency of
persons resident in such county and properly gualified in such list, such judge or
judges may, at any time designated by them, select from the qualified electors of
sueh county other persons to cover the deficlency, angd ecertify and deliver to the
cierk a supplementary list of persons so selecled, which supplementary list may
thereafter be used in the same manner to obtain the original venire authorized by
the original order, .

{1963 c 662 s 1; Ex1967 ¢ 20 s 1; 1971 ¢ 2% 8 541

NOTE: This section does not apply to Anoka or Weshinpton. Counties, See Laws 3539, Chapter 219
and Extra Sessiont Laivs 1867, Chapter 20, Section 2. v :

893,14 JURORS, SELECTION IN HENNERIN, RAMSEY, ST. LOUIS COUXN-
TIES. Subdivision 1. In all counties having a population of more than 200,000,
judges of the district court, or a majority thereof, of the district embracing such
county or counties shall, annually, in the month of December of each year, at
1he eourthouse in such county, seleet from tlie qualified electors of the county 123
pergons properly gualified 1o serve as grand jurors, and 2,000 or more persons
px'oggr]y qualified to serve as petit jurors, and shall make out and certify separate
lists thereof, and forthwith deliver such lists to the elerk of the district court of
the county. A muajority of the district court judges may direct the clerk of district
court to utilize available data processing equipment in the prepuration of petit jury
lists, and upon order of the court, the county auditor and the city, village and
town clerks shall make available to the clerk of the district court their voting regis.
ters or registration Usts, or copies thereof. From thése lists of persons t¢ serve as
grang jurors and as petit jurors shall, respectively, be drawn all grand jurors and
petit jurors at any time required for the transaction of business jn the district court
of such egunty. When and in the manner authorized by court rule adopted pursuant
16 law by the distriet court judges of that district, petit jurors so selected and
drawn may serve also as petit jurors in any munieipal court or courts located
within the county and designated in said eourt rule. If, in any year, such selection
and lists shall not be made in the month of December, the same may be done at
= any time thereafter that any judge of that court may designate; and, if from any

cause there shall be a deficiency of persons resident in such county and properly
qualiffed in ecither of such lists, such judges, or a majority thereof, may, at any
time designated by them, select from such qualified electors of such county other
persons to cover the deficiency, and in like fmanner may certify and deliver to the
clerk lists of the persons so selected, which supplementary or additional lists shall
thereafter stand as parts of the original list. The validity or lepality of such selec-
ton or lists shall not be affected by the fact that any person so selected ray be

disgualified from serving as grand or petit jurors, or by the selection of a grester-

ar less number of persons than as specified in this section. The first selection and
lists hereunder may he madé at any timeafterthe passage of this section,

I-4
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Subd. 2. (1) In any ecounty deseribed in subdivision 1, where general torms of
the district court are held in more than one place, a pérson shall not be selected ag
a petit juror to serve at & place more distant than 50 miles from his residence as
dstermined by the usual means of travel unless such a place cannot be found, in
which case, he shall be selected to serve at the nearest place to his residence.

(2) Where a person has been selected to serve as a petit juror in violation of
clause (1), any judge of the district court may transfer such person to the next
term of court and may assign him to a place nearest his residence.

{1907 c8s1;1955¢ 2765 1; 1955 ¢ 362 s 1; 1969 ¢ 397 8 1; 1963 ¢ 514 5 21 (94859}

59515 [Repealed, 1971 ¢ 917 s 41

Ho3.16 JUNY OF SIX; DRAWING; CHALLIENGES. When a jury of six is
& be drawn the clerk shall, unless a majority of the judges of the judicial distiiet
in'which the county is situated shall otherwise provide by rule, draw ten names
from the jury box, in the first instance. who shall then be examined as to thejs
qualifcations to sit as jurors in the action, and if any one of the ten is excused
for any reason, then another may be called in his place until thers are ten jurors
in the box qualified to sit'in the action. The parties shall have {tie right to exercise
their peremptory challenges as to those teru When the péremptory challenges hava
been exhausted, of the remaining persons the six Arst called shall coustitute a jury,

[2927 ¢ 345 8 87 1929 ¢ 236 3 B] (9469-2) '

59237 CHALLENGES. 'The provisions of section 54510 as to challenges shall
not he affected by sections 59315 to 593.1%, except that when cases are tried by
juries of six there shall ba two peremptory challenzes allowed instead of three.

[1927 ¢. 845 s. 81 (9469-3)

59518 EBENTISTS AND PHARMACISTS ZXEMPY FROM JURY DUTY, Al
persons authorized to practice dentisiry in this state and all persons licensed ay
rharmacists or assistant pharmacists, who are actively engaged in the practice
of their profession, shall be exemptl from service as jurors in 2li the courts of the
state during the continuance of the practice of thelr profession.

(1985 ¢ 85 8 9; 1937 ¢ 35} § 15) (5762-9, 5808-15)

NOTE: See sections 8,081, 628,43 and 628,44,

593.1) IUSCONDULCT OF OFFICIE DRAWING JURY. Every officer or
othar person charged by law with the preparation of any jury list, or list of names
from which any jury is to be drawn, and every person authorized by law to assist
at the drawing or impaneling of a grand or petlt jury to attend a court or termat
eourt, or to try any cause or issue, who shall

(1) Place on any such lisi any name at the request or selicitation, direct or i
direct, of any person; . .

{2) Designedly put upon a list of jurers, as having been drawn, any name
which was not lawfully drawn for that purpose;

(3) Designedly omit to place on such list any name which was lawfully draws;

(4) Designedly sign or certify a list of such jurérs as having heen drawm
which was not lawiully drawi;

(5) Dasignedly withdravw from the box or other receptacle for the ballots cooe
toining the names of such jurors any paper or ballot lawfully plaged or belonging
there, and contalning the name of a juror, or omit to place therein any namd
lawfully drawn or designated, or place therein a paper or ballot coniaizing o
name of a person fot lawfully drawn and designated as a jurory or .

{(6) Who, in drawing or impaneling such jury, shall do any act which is unf2in
partial, or improper in atty other respect shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

[R I, 5 48083 (9591)

593,20 JUTOR PLACED ON LIST BY SOLICITATION. Every person Wﬁg
shall, directly or indirectly, soliclt or request any officer charged with the duty &
preparing any jury list to put his name, or the name of any other persan, on &%
sueh Yo, shall be guilty of a misdemeaner.

ER L s 48071 (9992) :

50021 DUSCONDUCT OF CTFFICRE IN CHARGE OF JURY. Every ofic¥
to iwhose charge a jury shall be committed by a court or magistrate, who nE*
gently or wilfully, and without leave of such court or magistrate, petmits thes
ar any one of them, to recsive any commusdeation from any person, to make 2
communication to any person, to obtain or receive any bools, paper, or refreshmest
or to leave the jury room, shall ba guilty of a misdameanor.

[& L g 4803] (9593)

I-5

oo i




APPENDIX J

A Handbook
for |
Trial Jurors

—
e




,,,.uw,

po Y e s

i
i
:

HANDBOOK
FOR JURORS

You have been selected according to law to act
as an officer of this court by serving as a juror.
This bookiet is to aid you in performing this
important duty.

Yoy are urged to read it with great care.

Prepared by the
HENNEPIN COUNTY DISTRICT COURT
Fourth Judicial District
State of Minnesota
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JUROR’S OATH IN CIVIL TRIALS

W

wyou-each do swear that you will impartially
try the issues in this case, and a true verdict
give, according to law and the svidence given

ou in court; your own counsel and that of
your fellows you will duly keep; you will say
nothing to any person concerning the case, not
suffer anyone t0 speak to you about it, and will
keep your verdict secret until you deliver it in

court. So help you God.”

JUROR'S OATH IN CRIMINAL TRIALS

“You each do swear that, without respact of
persens or favor of any man, you will well and
truly try, and true deliverance make, between
the State of Minnesota and the defendant,
according to law and the evidence given you in
court. So help you God.”

Minnescta Statutes, section 358.07 (3)
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~Jury Service

— A PRIVILEGE. A DUTY AND AN HONOR

You have been drawn as a juror. The constitu-
tions of the United States and of Minnesota
guarantee the right of jury trial to persons appear-
ing in cur courts. In Minnesota, in fact, parties are
entitled to a jury trial in most tyoes of cases without
regard to the amount in controversy. That right is
assured only because citizens such as yourselves
serve for a short time as jurors. The judges believe
that by your service you will learn more about how
courts operate than you can in any other way. They
hope, as well, that you will enjoy this experience
and your associationships with each other.

While serving here, you are part of the court
system, a part of the government. We feel sure that
you will act conscientiously. To serve is an honor.
For vour service, the judges are grateful.

BENEFITS OF JURY SERVICE

if you perform your.duties as jurots conscien-
tiously, you should derive lasting benefits fiom
your sirvice. .

You will have learned sémething df how the }u‘ﬁi-
cial branch of your government works.

You will have taken a worthwhile part in seeing
that justice was done.

You may have had an opportunity to play a
leading role in a real life drama.

= You may have had the responsible and difficult
fask of finding the needle of trutt in a haystack of
conflicting evidence.

You will be in the position, when you are
through, to enjoy the gratifying feeling that your
faithfulness in the discharge of your dutles as a
juror has strengthened the faith of the people in our

" form of government and in democracy.

OPENING STATEMENT

You have been summoned 1o render interesting
and important service as a juror. When you are
chasen as a juror, for a short time you are a part of
the governmental machinery of this state for the
judicial settlement of a lawsuit. Your services as a
juror are as important as those of the judge. You are
obligated to perform these services honestly and
conscientiously, without fear or favor, You must
base your verdict on the evidence as you will hear it
in court, and on the law as the judge will instruct
you ip it.

Judges and lawyers are familiar with what goes
on in a courtroom and the various terms used. To
other people courtroom procedure is often mystify-
ing and the language strange. The purpose of this
booklet is to help you understand the things that
happen, the terms that are used during a trial, and
to let you know what is expected of you, it is hoped
that the bookiet will make you better able to do your
part in administering justice.

in-each case on which you act as a juror, the judge
will give you instructions applicable to that case..

. The infarmation in this booklet is not intended to
take the place of, or supersede such instructions.

FUNCTIONS OF THE JUDGE AND JURY

The judge determines the rules of law that
govern in the case. He rules on questions of law that
are raised by the attorneys. At the close of atrial, he
will instruct you as to the law that governs in the
case. You apply the rules of law to the facts as'you
find them 1o be. The result is your verdict.

After the Court instructs you as to the law, the
power and responsibility of decisfon moves to you.
You will deliberate and make your decision in the
jury room, where you confer in privacy.

if you are trying a civil case, you may decide
which party should prevall and what damages, if
any, should be recovered. If yours is. a criminal
case, you may decide whether the defendant has, or
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has not, been proved guilty, The power of decision,
springing from the people, is in your hands. We feel
confident that your desire is to handie that power
honestly, wisely and well.

KINDS OF CASES ~ CIVIL AND CRIMINAL

Generally speaking, a jury may be c¢alled upon to
try two kinds of cases — civit or criminali.

CiviL

A civil case ordinarily is one for money
damages. The party suing Is called the “plaintiff,”
and the party sued (or against whom the action is
brought) is known as the “defendant.” In a civil
case, a person who brings the suit against another
does so by setting out his claim In a written
“complaint.” The person being sued, if he disputes
the claim, usually does so by filing an “answer,”

CRIMINAL

ina c;riminal case, the action is brought in the
name of the State of Minnesota as “plaintiff,”
against the person charged with a crime who is

‘called the “defendant.” The defendant is brought

before the District Court either by an “indictment”
or an “information,” and in lesser courts by a
written complaint, if the charge is brought by a
grand jury, it is known as an indictment. If the
charge Is made by the County Attorney, it is known
as an information. The person charged with an
offense, if he admits the charge, does so by enter-
ing a plea of “guilty.” if he denles the charge, he
does so by pleading “not guiity.” in criminal cases,
you will be called upon to decide whether the

defendants are gullty or not guilty of offenses with

which they are charged.

10

The Trial

SELECTION OF JURY

The group of you who have been summoned to
serve with the Court constitutes the jury panel.
Ordinarily, 6 of you will constitute the juryto try a
case, but the number wili be 12 in various cases.

When a jury is needed, certaln of your names
will be drawn at random from a box, and you wifl
proceed to a designated court room to constitute a
panel there. From,the latter panel, a number of
names agaln is drawn at random, and those whose
names are drawn will be seated in the jury box.
More will be seated than can be selected,

You will be sworn to answer questions truthfully
concerning your qualifications to be a juror in that
case. You will be told something about the case and
questioned by the Court and the attorneys. Some-
times it is found that there are reasons of possible
prejudice why one should not serve in a particular
case, in which event an attorney might challenge
him for cause. That juror may then be excused and a
new name drawn in his siead. Each sids, in addi-
tion, Is required to excuse a certain number of those
seated without giving, or even possibly having, any
reason. Such excuses are called peremptory ex-
cuses or dismissais.

When a judge or the lawyers question you, it is
to help assure the parties to the litigation that they
will have a fair trial, Answer fairly and honestly. If
there is a reason why you feel you should not serve
as a juror in the case, you should make that fact
known promptly. Those of you who are seated but
not excused will comprise the jury. You will be
sworn to try the lawsuit upon the merits.

in a criminal case you are apt to find that the
procedure for jury selection varies somewhat from
that followed in a civil case.
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HOW THE JURORS SHOULD ACT
DURING THE TRIAL

After you are sworn in as a juror in a case on
trial, \hersja are some rules of conduct you should
serve. _
° Don't be late for court sessions. Since each juror
must hear all the evidence, tardiness causes delay,
annoyance to the judge, the lawyers, the witnesses
and the other jurors. .
Always sit in the same seat. This ‘enab.les the
judge, the clerk, and the lawyers to identify you
more easily.

sten to every question and answer. Since you
mu;-ti base your vgrdict on the evidence, you §houla
hear every question asked and the answer given.
you do not hear some of the evidence — for an\z-
reason — ask to have it repeated. If you do no
understand some phrase or ex‘pressmn used, it is
proper to ask the judge to have it explained. You are
aliowed to take notes.

n't talk about the case. While you are a juror
youn:hould not talk to anyone about the case of
permit anyone to talk to you about it. If any persgn
persists in talking to you about it, or attempt? o
influence you as a juror, you should report that fact
to the judge immediately.

on’t be an amateur detective. Since the only
evid‘ix?ice you can consider is that presented irz
court, you are not allowed to make an lqdepenc(ijeij
investigation or visit any of the places involve ;n
the lawsuit. If it is proper or necessary f_or you itl)l
inspect a place involved in the case, the judge W
so order:

' te
Control your emotions. Yog should not indica
by exclama:lion, facial contortion, or any other ex-
pression, how any evidence or any incident of the
trial affects you.

' 3 in doubt
fhen in doubt, ask the judge. If you are in
abo‘;?l your rlghts’or duties as a juror, you should

not ask anyone but the judge for information. If an

emergency affecting your service should arise, con-
sult the judge about it,

Many words and phrases you are likely to hear
during the trial are explained later in this booklet.

CONDUCT OF JURORS OUTSIDE OF COURT

In discharging your duties, conduct yourself in
such a way that no one will question your integrity.
Judicial decisions have no higher sanction than
public confidence in judicial integrity. Any judicial
offlqe,r who does any act tending to destroy that
confidence, thereby becomes unfit for performing
his duty. Integrity is evidenced not by words but by
conduct. Be watchful of that conduct. Do not act in
a way .which will arouse the distrust of the most
suspicious. Accept no gifts or favors, no matter
how insignificant or trivial, from litigants, their
attorneys or representatives, whether these favors
be extended during or after trial. Avoid all familiar-
ity and all appearance of familiarity with everyone
interested in your decision. Lest you may be sus-
pected of receiving an improper communication,
receive no communication of any kind from anyone

}n any way connected with a case in which you are a
uror.

You must not, in the courtroom, corridors or
elsewhere, talk with lawyers, parties to suits, their
witnesses, agents, detectives, or even with other
jurors, or with any other person interested in any
way in the trial of any case. ~

~ It is expected that while you are acting as a
juror, while you are an officer of this Court, your
personal conduct will be above reproach.

HOW JURORS SHOULD ACT IN THE JURY ROOM

_ The first thing you should do on retiring to the
jury room is to select one of your number as fore~
man. He or she shouid preside at your deliberations
and bring your verdict into court. ‘
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vour deliberations should be characterized both
by a free and fearless expression of your own
opinions and a patient and tolerant attention to the
opinions of others. You should respect the opinions
of your associates which appear reasonable and
yield your own when better reasoning shows them
to be unsound. Those views should prevail which,
after full and frank discussion and calm and un-
blased consideration, appear most sensible and
sound.

You must base any decision as to the fact on the
evidence in the case. But in considering the evi-
dence you should keep in mind what the judge may
have said about weighing the evidence, how to de-
cide what evidence to befieve, and the burden of
proof. Also take into consideration the arguments
of the lawyers insofar as they are fair and reason-
_able. And, of course, you must keep in mind the law
as the court ingtructed you in it.

In many civil cases you may have to determine

~ whether there is any liability to pay damages, and if

so, how much. it is suggested that you determine
the issue of lability first and independently of the
issue of the amount of damages. One’reason for
this is that it will tend to avold & compromise on the
amount of damages. Such a compromise verdict
would not be justice and would be a violation of
your duty as a juror.

OPENING STATEMENTS

The plaintiff's lawyer wiil usually make an open-
ing statement to the jury, telling you what his client,
the plaintiff, claims. He probably will outline the
svidence by which he expects o prove his claim.
The lawyer for the defendant, before he opens his
side of the case, may similarly make an opening
statement. ‘

These opening statements are not avidence.
They properly should not céntain arguments, The
conflicting claims of the parties constitute the
issues. ‘
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WITNESSES AND EVIDENCE

Evidence received in Court may be something in

writing or an article such as a-photograph

other thing, ip‘ which case it is%alledganpeﬁha;ﬁgi?‘n?gg
will have it with you in the jury deliberation room at
the close of the trail. Evidence may aiso be the oral
staterment of a person under oath, and we refer to it
as testimony. Testimony may be taken before trial
and reduced to writing. Such written testimony is
known as a deposition and is embodied in a transs
cript of the shorthand notes. A deposition Is taken
with the opportunity of both sides to be present and
:geq#ieas'tl?;\ t;}heeitwitnt;ass. The transcript, if used at

o ed state :
fied to at the depggiﬂonf ment of what was testl

EXAMIMATION OF WITNESSES

The plaintiif will cail witnesses to testify In the

&

;»;ifa'! "t‘:etf;te tt'.tae junm. tT:\{ey are obliged to S\):vear or
, ey will tell the truth, the

and nothing but the truth. e whole truth

When a lawyer has his awn client testify, or
some other person to testify in his cnen’ffé' begaa'l'fs
these persons are his witnesses. In civit cases, hé
may require the opposing party or one close to that
party to testify, and in that event the person c¢alled
is referred to as an adverse witness.

The Jawyer who Is questioning his ow
is conducting his direct examﬁnatlon.'r‘}v‘ggf?eﬁg
questions an adverse witness, that is cross-
examination. Or when his direct examination of any
of his own witnesses is finished, the lawyer on the
other side may cross-examine, When that cross-
examination is over, the first lawyer may again ask
ggg:ti&ns. Thg‘s ist rediirect examination, and its pur-
usually to clear up po '
cr?ss-examinaaon. P points developed on

J/If a witness makes a statement which is not a

£ n
answer to a question or Is otherwise not properly in
the case, the judge may order it to be stricken. if so,
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you must disregard any stricken testimony or state-
ment entirely.

in the process of the trial, one or another of the
lawyers may objecttoa guestion put to a witness or
to any other evidence or statement being made or -
submitted. The Court, in ruling on objections,
applies rules of evidence which are generally tradi-
tional and of long-standing. If objections o ques-
tions or evidence are sustained by the Court, that
means that such evidence or conduct Is not to be
considered by you. Do not speculate on why the
Court has sustained an objection to it.

HOW TO JUDGE A WITNESS

in order to reach a correct verdict, you must
determine what part of the evidence you will believe
and what part you will reject as not worthy of betief.

Unfortunately, there is no “foolproof’ way of
sifting the true from the false. As yet, no one has
discovered an infallible truth detector. in forming
your opinions you must take into consideration
varlous factors affecting the credibility of the wit-
nesses, as far as the avidence discloses them.
Some of these may be age, education, occupation,
or appearance and conduct on the witness stand.
Other factors infiuencing testimony may be a
relationship between the witness and the parties in
the lawsult; interest in the outcome of the case; a
possible motive for testifying as they have; abias or
prejudice, if one appears; the degree of intelligence
displayed; the strength or weakness of the witness'
recollection; the opportunities they have had to
see, hear and know the things to which they testl-
fied; their trankness and candor or lack of it; the
extent to which their testimony sounds reasonable
and Is in line with probabilities.

It s not unusual for witnesses to differ in some
detalls. Such discrepancies may be due to ditfer-
ences in the witnesses’ powers to observe accurate-
ly, or in their ability to remember or to relate what
they saw, heard or did. You should try to reconcile

16

discrepancies as far as you reasonably can, taking

into account these differin
P 2 c
to remembgr, and to relate.g apacities to observe,

You should conside
t the possible cause
untrue statements such as confusion, nervousnsesgf

mistakes, poor memor )
Intelligence and evil m)t/énttl?oughtlessness, jack of

In reaching your conel
: g usions, conside '
and weigh all the evidence in the’case, i‘ncrlhg)i(r?g tig:

exhibits, if any, and act on
find reasonable and probabie,the evidence that you

Of course, you may disre
! gard such
evidence as you consider unworthy of beF,’g;'fS of the

OBJECTIONS TOQ EV’I)DENCE

It sometimes happens duri
| uring triais th
laas\::)égrsoorna;hee ;hnigifld?f will object to a ct;u?atstitgis
, offered, by the oth
Under the rules governing th ey
dence, a lawyer is within l?is r'e T o e
ce, ] ights in objecti

?2?1 é?tggg::rti‘%nt '?f ﬁny ev'ifd%nce which héeg;lrlagv;g
e case. If the Judge thinks the evi-

dence objected to is not lude It. 1

ot proper, he will exclu

3,‘?;}“23';?; tthif; lelzr\:vsé?trhisrmistaken in his objgct?gnn'hz
. ef event, the matter t 'de-

cﬁied Is a legai question wh'lch the judge c;lggedfs
fh énr;l)]entggtot;)fggo}igg. é)bjﬁgtlons by the lawyers, or

ge with regard to them, sh

gi?rt} :?;Z% a Ajt::?ar‘ tlg rc:r:;\w inferences for or’ asg:iﬁlsdt

. ot a contest of learning, skill

or tact between lawyers, but o find
out the truth according to the ea e ybnsvey nd
the law as explained b?/ the IUdgngience recelved and

INSTRUCTIONS AND VERDICT

The judge will give you his instructio
n
:zaw tp be applled in the case, Listen very c:ésﬂ}g; Qg
em. You wiil apply the rules of law which he gives

to the facts as you f
your verdict. you find them to be, The result will be
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' YOUR VERDICT

a criminal case, the decision of the jurors
mu;‘; be unanimous, It must be the determination of
every juror. However, in & civil case, the Minnesota
law provides that if a unanimous verdict cannot be
arrived at within six hours of deliberation, ten or
eleven of a twelve-man jury, or 5/6 of any-size jury,
may arrive at a decision which wilt be binding upon
the entire group. This is known as a 5/6th verdict.

Your findings on disputed questions of fact are
almost alwaysgfinal. Very seldom is a verdict set
aside. it is vital that it reflect the mosi con-
sclentious determination of which you are capable.
Verdicts may indicate to other people who may have
disputes before the Court in the future whether they
can wisely and safely submit their problems for jury
trial. ‘An unfair verdict may suggest that it is better
to suffer wrongs in silence or to pay claims which
are unjust.

YOUR POSITION

The importance of your position as a juror
cannot be overstated, Others might serve as well as
you, but you are the one who has been drawn ac-
cording to the law,

We beliave that you will find jury service inter-
esting and that you will do your full duty as a citizen
and as a juror. It Is our hope that you will Jeave this
brief respansibility richer in experience and feeling
that you have been of service to those of your
community who may have had trouble and nheed
your conscientious halp.

RULES OF LAW GOVERNING TRIALS

es get the faw by which they decide the
Iegglug?iestigons arising ir¥ a lawsuit from severa}
sources, such as federal and state constitutians,
from federal and state statutes; from previous
judictal decisions; and from legal writings, The
latter state the public standards of rights and duties

18
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in matters not covered by constitutions and .stat-
utes. If judges and juries were not bound by these
statements of the law — if, in each lawsuit, the
judge or the juror couid set up a private and per-
sonal standard of rights and duties as a basis for
deciding that case — no one would know in advance
of the decision how he should have acted in a parti-
cular situation. Cases arising out of similar cir-
cumstances would not be decided on settled prin-
ciples but on the notions of the trial judge or juror.

Because cases must be tried and determined on
established and recognized public standards of
right and wrong, we call ours a government of law
and not a government of men.

Judges have access to these statements of the
law and know which apply to the situation invoived
In any lawsult. So that justice may be done accord-
ing to law, it is imperative that the jurors in each
case accept the law as the judge gives it to them.
Jurors must base their verdicts on the judge's in-
slructions as to the law rather than on their own
notions of what the law igyor ought to be.

For somewhat similar reasons, there are reguia-
tions, usually called rules, governing the way a case
is to be tried in court. These regulations or rules
prescribe what must be stated in the pleadings, in
what order evidence may be presented, in what
order lawyers are permitted to argue, what is
permissible and what is not permissible argument.
}f it were not for these rules, no one could foresee

. what would happen during a trial, It would be

Impossible {0 prepare properly for the trial.
Such a situation would result in cénfusion and
Injustice. Consequently, rules for the conduct of
trials have baen developed and adopted. These
rules come to the attention of jurors mostly through
tulings on the admission or exclusion of evidence
— and on motions to dismiss the case or for a
dirscted verdict.

The rulings of the judge involve questions of law
- not of fact — and must neither be questioned by
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the jury as to their correctness nor made the basis
of inferences for or against-either side.
The whole purpose of laws and rules is to estab-

lish a single standard of rights and duties, appli-

cable to all persons similarly situated; to avoid or
reduce uncertainty i and to produce similar results
in similar cases.

Definitions of Words
and Phrases

The following definitions of words and phrases
commonly used ip.trials will be telpful:

Action, Case, Lawsuit:

These words mean the same thing. They all -

refer to a legal dispute brought into court for trial.

Answer:
The paper in which the defendant answers the

claims of the plaintiff.

" Argument:

After all the evidence on both sides of a lawsuit
isin, one of the lawyers on each side is permitted
to tell the jury what he thinks the evidence proves
and why he thinks his side should win. This is
usually called an “"argument” of “summing up.”

Calling the Adverse Party for Cross-Examination
Under the Rules:
In civil cases it is not uncommonfor a jawyer to
call the opposing party for “cross-examination
under the Rules.” This means that the law gives
him the right to cross-examine the oppesing
party even though that person has not been a
© witness in his own behalf. e :

Cause of Aclion:
The legal grounds on which a party to a lawsuit
relies to get a verdict against his adversary Is
usually referred to as a “cause of action."”

20

Challenge for Actual or Implied Bias:

If a lawyer, after examining a prospective juror,

thmk§ his state of mind indicates bias in favor of
one side or the other ina Jawsuit, fle may ask the
judge to excuse that juror. This process is called
challenging for blas, Bias is implied when the
juroris ci/psely related to the parties to the action,
or stands in some business relationahip to one of
the attorfneys., '
“Charge” o/ instructions;
After al! the evidence is in, and the lawyers have
made tneir argumerits, the judge may review the
eyidence and state the issues the jury must de-
cide. He will state the Jaw which must guide
their deliberations and control their verdict,.
This Is called either the judge’s “charge” to the
jury or his “instructions.” A judge may, and
sometimes qoes, give an instruction to the jury
on some point of law at any stage of the trial.
Civil Case:
A Iawsuit. is called a civil case when it is batween
persons in their private capacity or reiations. it
results generally in a vetdict for the plaintiff or
for th.e'defendant, and in many cases, involves
the giving or denying of darages (money).
Compilaint: ~ \
The paper in which the person who brings the
suit {plaintiff) sets forth his claims against the
defendant, is called a compiaint..

Cousnierclaim:
f\ “counterclaim” resuits when the defendant,
in his answer to the complaint, claims he is en-
titled to damages or other relief from the piaintiff.

Criminal Cases:
A lawsuit is called a criminal case when it is be-
tween the State of Minnesota on one side as plain-
tiff, and a person or corporation on the other as
defendant. it involves a question of whether the
dejendant has violated one of the laws defining
crimes, and the verdict is usually “guilty” or
“not guiity.”

21
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- ination: ~ ) .
c'°?§e°§39'"s'uons which a lawyer puts to the litigant

or witnesses on the opposing side are Qg5|gnate
as cross-examination.

‘: : ) . . —
Def‘?gga;erson against whom a Jawsuit is started

i harged with_an
in a criminal case the person 1. ¢
lc;‘fonse — is called the defendant. \;

ition: “ n )
Dep;::;t tcéstimony of a party to a lawsuit or a wit

out in jon and answer
ay be written out in question an
fn:rsns\ g;f!c,)retrial, justas it would have been ?tii\:)enn
in court. This testimony is cailed a deposition.
It may be read at the triat.

i Verdict: -
D"?fttee? the evidence presented by both sides has

i the jury to

ard and no issue of fact for tf y to

3222 c:?ne has been disclosed, th? judg(iacx.;n&l?:‘:a\:ﬁt

j reqgarding the kind of ver turn.
"T'?\Z”fﬁ’!y r?wust return suc‘y a verdict. This is
called a fdirected verdict.

Examination, Direct Examination,
chlg'h:e guestions which the lawyer asks his o\év?ocg‘;
ent or his own witnesses are q_\ften referre toas
examination, direct examination, or examinatl

in-chief.

EXhli\?*itti::ies sucﬁ aspictures, books‘, jetters and docu-

ments are often received in evidence. These are

i N jven to the
“exhibits” and are genetally give
;:ua‘!;e?o tea);w 1o the jury room w\:\ile deliberating.

Examination-in-

tesun: | i gferred to as an
uted question of fact is 1¢

ﬁ;sdsjﬁg.",,-it isq sometimes s.poken“pf as onew%fr tt;z

squestions” which the jury mj\ust answe

order to reach a verdict.

"‘ - i ‘ \\ .
J"th?ﬁéte number of prospgctivfp jurors, from
whitch the trial jury of 6 or 12 is chosen.

\
h
i

“Objection Cverruled” or “Overruled”: . ,
This term means that in the judge’s opinion the
lawyer's objection is not well taken under the

- law. HisrulingIsnotsubjectto question by jurors.

“Objection Sustained” or “Sustained”:

When a lawyer objects to the form of a question, -

“or the answer a.question calls for, the judge may
say “Objection sustained" or merely “Sustained.”
This mear:s that the judge agrees that, under the
law, the lawyer’s objection was well taken. His
ruling is not subject to guestion by jurors.

Opening Statement:
Before introducing any evidence for his side of
the case, a lawyer is permitted to tell the jury
what the case Is about and what evidence he ex-
pects to -bring in to prove his side of the case.
This is called an opening statement. '

Parties: ‘ .
The plaintiff and the defendant in the case are
catled the parties. They are also called the liti-
gants. Sometimes there is more than one plain-
tiff or defendant. In some cases the defendants
may make claims and counterclaims against
each other.

Passed, Passed for Cause:
These are expressions used by lawyers while
examining prospective jurors. They indicate that
the lawyers do not intend to challenge the pros-.

pective juror on any claim for implied or actual
bias.

Peremptory Challenge:
in all cases the law provides that the lawyer on
either side may demand that a set numbar of
prospective jurcrs be excustd, without being
required to give a reason for the demand. The
judge must excuse the jurors designated. This is
cailed a peremptory challenge.

Piaintift:
The person who starts a lawsuit.

23

Lt e b




o M 9 A et T L RS o T v pares e ey i S v e €4 am

s

o g

Pleadings:
The parties In & lawsuit must flle In court papery
gtating thelr claims agalnst each ather. These
afe called “pleadings.”
Record: ‘
Often the judge of the Jawyars may declare that
~ spmething Is, or Is net, for “the record” or "n
the record,” This refers to the wordsfor-word
rbcord made by the officlal reporier In shorthand
of all the proceedings at the trial.
Resl: :
This Is a legal phrase which means that the law-
yer has cancluded the evidence he wants to e
fraduce at that stage of the trial.

Seated Verdict;
The judge may tell the Jury that they may seal
thelr verdict in an envelope and bring 1t into
court at some fater court session. This Is calied
a sealed verdict,

24

The basic document which first established
the right to Jury trial In England Is the Magna
Carta which King John sighed. We brought the
right to jury trial to this country from England
and incorporated it Into out constitutions, The
Magna Carta provides in part:

“'No freeman shall be taken or imprisoned,
or disseised, or outlawed, or hanished or any
ways destroyed nor will we pass upon him, nor
will we send upon him, unless by the lawtul
{gggmant of his peers, or by the law of the

“To none will we sell, 1o none will we deny,

or delay, right or justice.”

MAGNA CARTA
Granredar Runnymede, June 15, A.D. 121b.
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APPENDIX K

COS1 OF DISTRICT CQURLS ~ 1973

FIRST DISTRICT

Dakot.a
Goodhue
McLeod
Scott
Carver
LeSueur
Sibley
TOQCAL

SECOND DISTRICT

Ramsey

THIRD DISYAICT

Olmsted
Mower
Winona
Rice
Freeborn
Steele
Fillmore
Wabasha
Houston
Waseca
Dodge
TOTAL

FOURTH_DIST/.LCT
“ Hennepin

FIFTH DISTRICT

Blue Earth
Brown
Martin
Faribault
Nobles
Nicollet
Lyon
Redwood
Cottonwood
Jackson
Murray
Watonwan
Pipestone
Rock
Lincoln
TOTAL

$185,486.07
66,162.86
~ 51,343.64
27,844,16
60,080.77
46,318.91
36,558.13

$473,7v4.54

$799,402.00

$138,241.00

71,481.71
76,435.51
78,175.46
73,043,17
55,072.07
31,526,50
42,532,56
45,421.46
42,475.67
21,826.00
$679,321.11

$2,552,790.47

$88,166.12
58,563.28
60,308.15
45,304.60
42,306.61
54,056.92
57,504.33
46,122.99
45,178.21
31,297.60
24,970.88
34,653.24
23,614,65
28,725,14
25,101,868
§665,874.60
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EIGHTH DISTRICT

TENTH DISTRICT

K3

CORTEY B LTI EES - St e e T
. § . ’ B
! A
‘if ) . COST OF DISLRICT COURTS - 1973 (COntinued) COST OF DTN RICT COURTS - 1973 (Continued)
SIXTH DISTRICT NINTH DISTRICT
h Saint Louis $494,968.00 f Itasca $75,032.42
Carlton 61,994.00 ; Polk 64,402.16
Iake no report Crow Wing no report
Cook - 16,226,21 Beltrami no repovt
TOTAL $573,186.21 Koochiching 46,406,87
Casgs 43,825.55
SEVENTI DISTRICT Maxshall 29,174.56
‘ Pennington 30,542.83
. Stearns $116,831.10 Aitkin 26,549.69
. Dtter Tail 50,314.09 Roseau 32,711.62
3 Clay 68,729.01 Norman 22,580.21
; Morrison 42,498.46 Hubbard 21,773.60
Becker 38,615.13 Clearwater 22,730.46
Todd 40,566.29 Kittson 26,987.40
Douglas 32,726.58 Mahnomen né report
Benton 33,180.10 Red Lake no report
Mille Lacs 37,846.13 Lake of the Woods _11,345.87
Wadena 21,393.55 TOTAL, $454,463. 04
i TOTAL $442,700.44

Anoka $284,370.67
Kandiyohi $71,163,03 Washington 141,793,867
Renville 40,307.45 Wright 60,079,77
Meeker 32,259.41 Pine 33,682.60
Chippewa 41,989.25 Tsanti 26,806.71
Yellow Medicine 25,498.31 Chisago 33,120.69
Swift 25,631.01 Sherburne 45,866.48
Lac qui Parle 21,323.40 Kanabec 20,111.63
Pope 19,918.83 TOTAL §645,635.22
Stevens 35,096.48 ,
Wilkin 21,970.05 TOTAL = ALL DISTRICT COURTS=—wmm i e $7,712,292.28
: Big Stone 17,745.55
¢ Grant 16,011.20
Traverse 16,008.48
TOTAL $384,922.45
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Alatiama .
Howell T. Heflin
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

Alaska

Jay £, Rabinowitz

Chief Justice, Supreme Court
Avizana

James Duke Cameron
Vice Ghief Justice, Supreme Court

Arkansas
C. R, Huie, Exec, Secy.
Judicial Dept., Supreme Court

California
Donald R. Wright
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

tolorado
Harry O, Lawson
Court Administrator, Jud. Dept.

Connecticut
lohn P, Cotter
Associate Justice, Supreme Court

Delaware
Daniel L. Herrmann
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

Florida
James B. Ueherhorst
State Courts Administrator

Georgia
Benning M. Grice
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

Hawaii
Tom T. Okuda
Adm, Ser, Dir,, District Courts

ldaho
Charles R. Donafdson
Justice, Supreme Court

Winois
foseph H. Goldenhersh
Justice, Supreme Court

indiana
Norman F, Arterburn
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

lowa
W. W. Reynoldson
Justice, Supreme Court

Xansas
David Prager
Justice, Supreme Court

Kentucky
James S, Chenault
Judge, 25th Judicial District

Lonisiana
John A, Dixon, Jr.
Associate Justice, Supreme Court

ﬂ P
L

Maine
Charles B. Rodway, Jr,
Adm. Asst. to the Chief Justice

Marylang
William H. Adkins, )}
Dir., Adm. Office of the Courts

Massachusetts
Walter H, McLaughlin
Chief Justice, Superior Court

Michigan
Thomas M, Kavanagh
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

Minnesota
Richard E. Klein
State Court Administrator

Mississippi

R.P.Jugg

Associate Justice, Supreme Court
Missouri

Fred L. Henley
Judge, Suprema Court

Montana
Wesley Castles
Justice, Supreme Court

Nebiraska
Paul W, White
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

Nevada
Howard W, Babcock
Judge, District Court

New Hampshire
John W. King
Justice, Superior Court

New fersey
Frederick W, Hail
lustice, Supreme Court

New Mexico
John B, MeManus, Jr,
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

New York
Richard J, Bartlett
State Adm. Judge

North Carolina
Bert M, Montague
Dir,, Adm, Office of the Courts

North Dakota
Harvey B, Knudson
Associate Justice, Supreme Court

Qhio

C. William 0"Neill

Chiet Justice, Supreme Court
Oklahoma

William A, Berry
Justice, Supreme Court

NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS

Council of State Court Representatives

Oregon
Loren D. Hicks
State Court Administrator

Pennsylvania
A, Evans Kephart
State Court Administyator

Rhode Island
Walter J. Kane :
Ct. Administrator, Supreme Court

South Carolina
Joseph R. Moss
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

South Dakota
Fred R, Winans
Associate Justice, Supreme Gourt

Tennessee
T. Mack Blackhurn
Exec, Secy., Supreme Court

Texas
Thonias M. Reavley :
Associate Justice, Supreme Court

Utah
Allan E. Mecham
Admstr. and Clerk, Supreme Court

Vermont
Lawrence J, Turgeon o
Ct. Administrator, Supremé Coutt

Virginia
Lawrence W. 'Anson
Justice, Supreme Court

Washington
Orris L. Hamilton
Justice, Supreme Court

West Virginia
Charles H. Haden, [i
lustice, Supreme Gt. of Appeals

Wisconsin
Harage W, Wilkie
Chief Justice, Supreme Court -

Wyoming
Glenn Parker
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

District of Columhia
Gerard D. Reilly
Chief Judge, Court of Appeals

Guam

. Joaquin G, Perez

Chief Judge, Island Court

Puerto Rico
Jose Trias Monge
Chief Justice, Supreme Court

Virgin: istands

- Cyril Mictiae!

Presiding Judge, Municipal Court
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