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Massachusetts contlnues to have crlme rates lower than the“

B H’

3rnatlonal averages for flve of the seven offenses whlch make up- the

d*,dCrlme Index of the Unlform Crlme Reports publlshed by the Federal

*hBureau of Investlgatlon. Although'for'the trlme of robbery 1t is
b‘;only sllghtly lower than the natlonal average MassachuSetts is
appreciably lower 1n regard to the crlmes of murder, rape, aggravated
iyassault and larceny The Commonwealth has a hlgher crime rate than

‘ the natlonal aVerage for the offense of burglary In regard to the -
: 7

ﬂh crlme of auto theft Massachusetts has the hlghest rate in the country -~

‘~far above the natlonal average.; It has held thlS dlsgraceful pos1tlon
vfor at least six years.

S If, 1nstead of comparlng Massachusetts w1th natlonal average
°~rates, we ' compare the Commonwealth with the specrflc crlme rate of
“7each of the other forty nlne’states we flnd that Massachusetts ranks
txbetter than the medlan 1n regard to the four crlmes of murder, rape,

"‘aggravated assault and larceny, but worse than the medlan 1n regard to

rtthe three crlmes of robbery, ourglary and auto theft yFurtheL,detallsrd

".7are prov1ded in the subsequent text and tables

The Unlform Crlme Reports 1973 1ssued September 6, 1974 by the'ii

I;frfFederal Bureau of Investlgatlon publlshed (as one of manyrtaoles) the

7

’{frates per hundred thousand 1nhab1tants of ‘every state as. well as of

FOR :

"Jfgnlne reglons of the country for the follow1ng selected crlmes.;

n:?(lncludlng non—negllgent manslaughter), forc1ble rape, robbe

\
aggravated assault burglary, larceny (thls year all larcenle/)are ’

nncluded 1n”th1s category, not merely larcenles of flfty dollars and

‘..k

= all of these seven crlmes for any area to establlsh 1ts "Crlme Index

murder £

”s';In prev1ous

';fthe total 1ndex;

;quently theil973 total Crlme Index 1s an even more 1naccurate 1nd1catlon

e

t has been the Federal practlce to add together the rates of

s ThlS 1ndex is alleged to show the amount of "serlous" crlme w1th1n ‘the

lf::area; ACCOIdlnd to the F B I the seven selected,crlmos ;r'are

all serlous crlmes elther by their very nature or: due to the’ volumef'

‘l
in whlch they occur.‘k

We have cons1stently disagreed with the notion that because an -

'offense occurs 1n hlgh volume 1t should be cons1dered a. serlouefcrime;

\_If thls were really true then many minor trafflc law v1olatlons would be
Jcon51dered serlous crlmes. It seems more sens1ble to regard crimes: whlch
'occur 1n hlgh volume as creatlng serlous soc1al problems, but not’ that‘pl L

‘ o
hlgh volume makes serlous crimes out of comparatlvely mlnor offenses

In our prev1ous‘"Place of Massachusettsw;.."'annual monographs

Htfwe have dlscussed ln detall why the Crlme Index of the F.B.I. is not

s is because
a- satlsfactory measure of serious. cerime. In essence thl

t\the Index has always been overwelghted by large numbers of comparatlvely
'5less serlous offenses.k ThlS resulted in. 1nflated Crlme Indlces for
7states w1th comparatlvely few serlous v1olent crlmes llke murder and

n'd rape but w1th much more numerous mlnor property crlmes.y These numerous

k‘%fimlnor offenses ba loonedthelr total 1nd1ces to Specrous hlgh flgures. {f"'

’~ The 1973 tocal 1ndex 1s further dlstorted because all petty

i'ffv’“ﬁtfla’rcenles are now 1ncluded by the F B I under the‘"larceny categorY-khy.ﬁ;vw’

:'ars only larcenles of flfty dollars and over were counted

7u;Now the~add1t10n’of all reported petty larcenles 1mproperly 1nflates

1th at least double the number of larcenles.. Conse-l*,spﬁj3,



,J;overall F.B. I Crlme Index flgure.y»ﬁ

Nof the amount of serlous crlme than lt formerly was.. Therefore there lgfﬁbﬁ

; _\p P

.ls uow more reason for us. to contlnue our pollcy of not u31ng the‘a

Slnce 1967, whlle contlnulng to publlshilts overall 1ndex theA

'F B l \has broken down thlS s1ngle total 1nto two separate sub 1ndlces -
E one llmlted to the four v1olent crlmes agalnst persons and the other
'1nclud1ng the three less serlous property crlmes.- ThlS practlce llmltS '

‘fthe 1nflatlonary 1mpact of the numerous property crlmes. However'

AE

':w1th1n the two sepaxate categorles the crlmes Stlll occur in: unequal
ratlos (for example, about 20 tlmes more robberles than murders occur

',xw1th1n the crimes agalnst the - person category) NevertheleSs, thlsk

is much better than lumplng together over 4 mllllOu larcenles w1th

fless than 20 thousand murders ~-a lop51ded ratlo of,ESO to l Because

A

‘leldlng the cverall Crlme Index 1nto two sub- 1ndlces mlnlmlzes the

iy

overwelghtlng" problem, we do 1nclude these sub 1ndLées in our' S

‘u”statlstlcal tables.4

To obtaln a comparlson of Massachusetts w1th all other states’

Cwe rank order all states accordlng to thelr rates for each crlme and
‘““accordlng to the total rate for each sub lndex.' The state w1th the
’f}owest rate 1n each column 1s ranked number one at the top of the llSt.

f,i;ThlS method, of course,sresults 1n the state w1th hlghest rate for ‘

“;any offsnse, or group of offenses, belng ranked flftleth at the bottom

efrankyorder‘for each of the & reglonsz(See Footnote On follow1ng

‘Iranklngs of each of the more urban New England states as - regards auto
"atheft 1t becomes clear that these more heavrly populated states are , gv“.f

‘respon51ble f@l the poor show1ng of the New England areﬁffor thls'“

"ngli?ff*Reglon

or’ each crlme and for each of the two Sub—lndlces, as wellfas prov1d1ngfﬁit""‘

Table 2 shows the trends 1n natlonal average rates for each

crlme and each sub-lndex for each year from 1968 through 1973
Table 3 shows the yearly fluctuatlons ln crime rates and ranklngs
of the New England reg1on for the same 51x year perlod |

‘ Table 4 provldes s1mllar llstlngs of Massachusetts crlme rates

'hh,and ranklngs for each crime and sub-lndex for each year from 1968

"through 1973

Insoectlon of the regzonal ranklngs at the top of Table l shows

-

‘that 1n regard to. the four crlmes agalnst persons the New England areaff

A/'

has the lowest rates of murder and rape, the. second lowest rate for-n

aggravated assault and the thlrd lowest rate for robbery In regard to“

- the sub-lndex of the,totalvofvall four-crlmeS'agalnst persons, New Englandfvg

ranks second ‘best of all nine reglons of the country

In regard to the three property crlmes New England ranked flfth

~ in burglary, thlrd in larceny and nlnth in auto theft "These ranklngs
,resulted 1n an overall rank of 51xth when the three property crlmes'

i‘are comblned ‘into ohne total When we consrder the extremely bad o

N . ey

X o ; N »

,States;Included : DN
. .Connecticut, Malne,‘Massachusetts,
.+ New Pampshlre, -Rhode Island, Vermont -
vNeW'Jersey, New: York, Pennslyvan;a '
IlllhOls, Indlana, Mlchlgan, Oth,’

1. New England

S 2. Wulddle Atlantlc S
. 3. East North Central =
i T A S DR . Wisconsin . . o :
4. West North Central = Iowa, Kansas, Mlnnesota, Mlssourl,‘
. ... oo . 4 Nebraska, North and South Dakota.
. °5, South'Atlantic .~ - Delaware, Florida, Georgia, -

:)ﬁvlrglnla, West Virginia . o
~f"Alabama, K=ntucky,—M1551s{1pp1,sj
Sl jfh,Tennessee ; » : : e
";lWest South Central;f’ - Arkansasy Loulslana Oklahoma,gTexas e

‘Q”Mountaln AU ”;Arlzona, Colorado Idaho, Montana,-;
: ; e xico Utah, Wyomlngi

L f‘E‘as"t: "So‘utn’ 'cen"trai |

;'North and Sout Carollna,vnf{g%l



1foffense. o

The lower sectlon of Table l llstlng state ranklngs shows that,

u,

fgﬁln regard to v1olent crlmes agalnst persons, Massachusetts, among the

i \

::v.50 states, 1s ranked flfteenth Ain murder, elghteenth 1n rape, forty—"

a\\

flrst 1n robbery and twenty“second ln aggravated assault.:vFor the”

ftotal of the four crlmes aga1nst persons it ranks thlrty—flrst
7’ TR et
rfIn regardﬂto property crlmes Massachusetts ranks fortleth 1n
g f‘ I
: burglary, nlneteenth in larceny and flftleth - as usual =~ in. auto
‘0

theft.k These poor ranklngs result in a rank of thlrty-seventh for

:f'the total of the three crlmes agalnst property

, Table 2, whlch shows trends in natlonal average crime

rates, we flnd that, although there had been some slackenlng off in

"'fl972, in 1973 all 1nd1v1dual crlme‘rates as well as all total rates>of

'ncrlmes agalnst persons and crimes agalnst property 1ncreased The
‘huge jump in the national average rate of larceny 1s, of course, due
: to the new ‘inclusion of all. larcenles under $50 to thls category

| Tablev3 llstlng ‘the rates and ranklngs of the New England reglon

'shows that, in regard to crimes. agal ft persons, New England malntalned

- the same ‘'good ranklngs it had last year. Although\the rates 1ncreased

for each offense because of 51m11ar 1ncreases 1n the other reglons

4,‘New England malntalned the same ranklngs for crlmesragalnst persons.v

In regard to property crlmes, New England contlnued 1ts poor

ff{record of ranklng nlnth 1n auto t}>fts. However 1t showed 1mprovement “Vf“

;fover last year 1n regard to larceny as well as. for the sub 1ndex of the;u

fftotal ofrall three property crlmes., The rate of larceny 1ncreased

l‘

£ \
4(because of the expan51on of thls category to 1nclude all petty

‘arcenles) but 1t 1ncleased so much less 1n New England than 1n other

rank for 1arceny:}‘But in regard to the crime of burglary the New

England rate 1ncreased enough to drop the area s rank from fourth to

‘flfth However, the figure for the total of all three property :

crimes moved New England up from seventh’to sixth rank for this sub-
index. |

Table 4 compares Massachusetts rates and rankings for 1973 with
each of the previous five years. This table shows that in regard to

crimes against persons the Commonwealth increased its rates for each

 of these four crimes as well as dropping Massachusetts in rank for all

but‘one of them. It dropped two ranks in murder, six ranks in rape,
one rank in robbery and held the same rank in aggravated assault.

In total crimes against persons,it dropped from twenty-£fifth to thirty-
first rank. ‘It isvnoted that Massachusetts, in regard to its murder
rate, had remained underf4 per hundred thousand for overkfive years, but
in 1973 increased to 4.4. However, the national average is 9.3 and

the Massachusetts rate for murder is still better than thirty five

. other states.

”:seems due to the new inclusion of pettyflarceniessin the larceny offense

,fcategory. Although the local rate did increase, the rate in most otheruf

' flrst,tlme, that Massachusetts moved up to nlneteenth from thlrty-

~In regard to the three property crimes, despite‘its very poor
record in auto theft, Massachusetts improved from forty-third to

thirty—seventh’rank for the overall property crime sub-index. This

states increased so much more, w1th petty larcenles being counted for the

second rank in larceny.; However, for burglary the Commonwealth dropped

from thlrty-elghth to fortleth rank In auto~theft Massachusetts

7_cont1nu°s to be the worst state in the countrv being ranked flftleth

‘years.t~

'v;1n 1973 as well as ranklng flftleth forteach of the prev1ous flve

A
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Td briefly summarize the place of M&ssaéhuSetts in national

crime fates weﬁcan report that the Commonwealth compares faVorably

in regard to the most serious violent crimes against persons of
, , _ i

murder; rape and aggravated assault. In regard to robbery, which*is,

also classified as a crime against the person, but which does have

elements‘Of a prbperty criﬁe,,it'depends on what method of comparison

is used. Massachusetﬂ% has a robbery rate almost identical with the

national average but when we look at the ranking of the rate of each

" stéte we find that there are forty states which have a lower and better

robbery rate.

Ih regard to the regularly classified property crimes Massachusetts
generally compares unfavorably although the new inclusion of petty

larceny in the larceny category does make the Commonwealth look

| comparatively better for this particular‘pffense._kHOwever the extremely

poor record of Massachdsettsbwith regard, to auto theft continues. If

€

_the law makers or law enforcers of the state are taking any steps

to reduce the“frequenCYOf this crime the statistics indicate that

~ such steps had little success in 1973.




TABLE 1

STATES and REGIONS RANK ORDERED by CRIME RATES
1973 Rates per 100,000 Inhabitants
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