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Statistical-Analysis Center

Domestic Violence in Delaware

1994

DATA SOURCES

All data came from Delaware’s State Bureau of

Identification.

In Delaware, there are no specific domestic

violence statutes; however, when charges are
made against individuals, a victim to offender
relationship is reported whenever identifiable.

‘We use thé victim to offender data in order to -

determine what cases are domestic.

How is Total Crime Counted?

There are numerous ways to count crimes,
several of which are used in this report.

o  Complaints
The Crime in Delaware Report, another
report by the Delaware Statistical Analysis
Center, uses this method of counting. A
complaint is an offense reported to police.

o Arrests
The number of arrests for a crime is
normally a smaller number than complamts

as not all cbmplamts result in an arrest

o Victims . o
In this report, we include the number of
victims as it is shown in the complaint
reports by SBI (State Bureau of
Identification). The the number of victims
appears not to equal the number of
complaints, due to the removal of
unfounded complaints for the FBI report..

e Offenders
‘Offenders, as used in this report refer to
those perpetrators mentioned by victims.
Individuals who are arrested are also
referred to as offenders. This number is
usually be lower than the number of
complaints and the number of victims.

o Victim to Offender Relationships
This number is normally higher than the
others because it takes.into account
relationships between sometimes multiple
victims and multxple offenders. For
example, if two individuals robbed three
victifns, both robbers need to have a”
relationship defined for each of the three
victims. There would be a total of six
-relationships.

OTHER DATA LIMITATIONS

The cases of domestic violence are under-
reported; the data in this report only includes
those cases which have been reported to
pohce : :

In the documentation of 'complaints the

Lv1et1m-to—offender relationship . is sometimes
not known or reported.

The mformatlon in this publication,
therefore, is as accurate as current reporting
procedures will allow, but is a conservative
picture of domestic violence in Delaware.
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[ Cases Attributed to Domestic Violence
- General Domestic Violence:




e The following |~ ¢ The following e Simple assaults were
 the portion of each ~ themostcommon ~ of domestic violence

, R types of domestic . g ,
se crime typ . - 3 rm
lected © type _violence by number - both in terms of raw

- identified as domestic . . of victim to offendei numbers and )
in 1994: o - relationships: percentage attributable

. ' to domestic violence.
— 26% of homicide v :

arrests were — 85.1% of domestic

" domestic cases were for | ¢ Comparatively few

- 32.2% of forcible simple assaults other sexual assault
TTa%ofother | i‘g)gffiéfed assault cases are domestic.

— 11.4% of other , _ e
sexual assaults — 2.6% - forcible Only 11.4 percent can

- 22.4% of . rape be attnl.)ute.d to
aggravated assaults - 1.4% - other domestic violence.
assaults | - 0.2% - homicide

Percent of Cases Attributed to Domestic Violence |
o Total 1994 Reported Crimes |
105 o :
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" Homicide ~ OtherSex ‘Simple Assault
| | "Rape Agg. Assault
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J Twenty-s1x percent of

Delaware homicides
(by victim to offender
relationships) in 1994
can be attributed to
domestic violence.

o Ten percent of
homicides involved a
spouse, boyfriend or
girlfriend of the

_victim.

- o About 16 percent of
identified homicide-
offenders were .
otherwise related to
the victim.

. recent previous years.

Over half of all
homicides in Delaware
were perpetrated by
unknown assailants or
strangers.

Another 18 percent of
identified offenders
knew the victims, but
were unrelated.

Domestic homicides
increased in 1994 from

The most common
victim relationships
were the following:

— Children of the
offenders made up 5
cases, or 38 percent of
domestic violence
homicides.

— Boyfriends and
girlfriends made up 4

- cases, or 31 percent of

the domestlc v1olence
homlc1des

Hom|C|de

V|ct|m to Offender Relationship

| 30

20

10 -

]

'Relative  Other Known Stranger

Partner Unknown




homicide victims

fluctuates more than the .

-age factor in other
domestic violence
crimes, there is a .
correlation between age
and victims. The
young adult population
is the most victimized
age group. '

— In the age span of 15
through 39 (24 years),
there were 20
homicides.

-~ In the age span of
40 through 64 (also 24
years), there were only
2 homicides.

 Whiletheageof .. |7

The20-24age . | .
- -group stand§ out with '}

8 homicide victims,
more than twice that
of any other age

%

== likely to-be Vickims -

_ (57 percent) than. . . .
females (43 percent).

group. e For juvenile

, homicides, males and
There were 6 females were equally
juvenile victims ages victimized.
17 and under; :
20 percent of Sexof Victins
homicides Horricicer 1994
victims were >
juveniles. - -l
The elderly 4t | |
ages 65 and .
over make up 1o
10 percent of | sl
victims (3

Mie

cases). .10

B Jueriles [ Aduts

Age of Victims

Homicide:- 1994 -
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All victims. Not afl are a result of domestic violence.







 Victim t to Offender Relatlonsh p_._ . =
1590 11997 | 1992

1. Known to Offender 377 502 513|
Partner 46| 62| . - 65
Spouse -+ - : 14 14 11
Common-Law Spouse 1 1 0
Boy/Girlfriend =~ - 47 52
Homosexual Relation ol 0
‘Ex-Spouse ' 0 2

Relative
Child
Child of Boy/Girlfriend
Step-Child
Grandchild
Sibling
Step-Sibling
Parent
Step-Parent
Grandparent
In-Laws
Other Relative

Other Known
'~ Acquaintance
EmployeelEmponer
Friend
Neighbor
Babysittee
Other Known

2, Stranger and Unknown
Stranger
Unknown

TOTALS o
Percent Offender Known
Percent Offender Unknown

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TOTAL
Percent Domestic Violence
Partner
Relative

10



¢ Thirty-two percent of
Delaware rapes in 1994
can be attributed to
domestic violence.

e A spouse, boyfriend or
girlfriend of the victim
were identified for the
crime in nearly 9.5
percent of the cases.’

o About 22.8 percent of
rape suspects were
otherwise related to the
victim.

e The most common
victim relationships
were the following:

the time ' the Victims
knew the offender, but
the offerider Was neither
a relation nor a partner
of the victim. '

e Unknown assailants and '
strangers weére identified
in only 17.4 percent of
cases.

e The number of domestic
rapes have béen
decreasing since a high
of 229 in 1992. There

. has been a 6 percent
drop since 1992.

—> Children of the
offenders and other
relatives were the most
victimized categories; 56
relationships were
reported in each
category (or 26 percent
of domestic cases each).

— Boyfriends and
girlfriends made up 43
cases, or 20 percent of

. domestic violence rapes.

~ Forcible Rape

Victim to Offender Relationship

400

| 300}
200 -

100 |-

Partner

Relative Other Known Stranger

- 336

Rl

I il

Unkhown
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. Age and gender are

‘both important
variables when

. determining risk groups

for victims of rape.

. Children and young

adults are in a much
 greater risk category
than are older people,
‘although incidents are
reported in nearly
every age group.

— 10 to 14 year olds
were the most
victimized age group
with 162 reported rapes.

— There were a similar
number of rapes (169)
for all adults ages 21
and over. '

e In 1994, 443 of the 612

rape victims were under
the age of 20.

‘Over 22 percent of rape
victims were under the
age of 10.

There is alsoa

e Onlyaboutz =
percent of reported

victims are adult
men.

e About 19 percent of

juvenile rape

victims were male.

significant
correlation

Sexof Victims
FadbeRge 1934

betwceni ;
gender and
rape victims.
85 percent of
victims are
women; - 55
percent are
juvenile
females.

TN

~Age of Victims

Forcible Rape: 1994
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All victims. Not all are a result of domestic violence.
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11.4% |
. | Other sexual assaults . N
, ' decreased about 21022 ' ~ B |
: ?:Sr;:(r:lttl\fgl))rln 1?92 and 1993 er  88.6% |
There are no victim ‘ _ .
demographics on age or A R ,
gender available for this : : .
crime type. . 1994 ,
| 1200 | :
o _ 14'
| 1150 -
| f100 -
1 5
1990 1991 1992 19
| | ' ‘ 13




1. Known to Offender
Partner
Spouse .
Common-Law Spouse
Boy/Girlfriend
Homosexual Relation
Ex-Spouse

Relative
Child"
Child of Boy/Girlfriend
Step-Child :
Grandchild
Sibling
Step-Sibling-
Parent
Step-Parent
. .Grandparent
In-Laws
Other Relative

Other Known
Acquaintance
Employee/Employer
Friend ' .
Neighbor
Babysittee
Other Known

||2- Stranger and Unknown
Stranger
Unknown

TOTALS
Percent Offender Known
Percent Offender Unknown

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TOTAL
‘I Percent Domestic Vuolence
Partner
Relative
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e About 11.4 percent
of Delaware
incidence of sexual
assault other than
rape can be attributed
to domestic violence.

e Only 1.2 percent of
victims identified a

spouse, boyfriend, or .

girlfriend as the
offender in other
sexual assaults.

s Relatives account for
10.2 percent of
arrests. -

Fifty-two percent of all
other sexual assaults
were perpetrated by
unknown -assailants or
strangers. '

The remainder, 36.6
percent, are offenders

who know the victim in

some capacity, but are
not partners or
relatives.

Reported domestic .
sexial assaults (other
than rape) decreased to
115 in 1994 from a
hlgh of 148 in 1993.

The most common
victim relationships
were the followmg

- Chﬂdren of the
offenders were the
victims in 32 charges, or
28 percent of domestic
cases.

— Other relative
accounted for 29 .
charges, or 25 percent of
domestic cases.

— Step-children were
next, with 13 arrests, or
11 percent of domestic
cases.

cher Sexual Assaults
Victim to Offender Relationship

500

400 |-
300 -
200 |

100 -

U

Partner

i

369

~ Other Known
Relative

| Straﬂnger

355.

Unknown
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1. Known to Offender
Partner
Spouse :
Common-Law Spouse
Boy/Girlfriend é
Homosexual Relation
"Ex-Spouse

Relative
Child
Child of Boy/GlrIfnend
Step-Child-
Grandchild
Sibling
Step-Sibling -
Parent
Step-Parent

" Grandparent

In-Laws

Other Relative

Other Known
Acquaintance
Employee/Employer
Friend
Neighbor™ -
Babysittee
Other Known

2. Stranger and Unknown
‘Stranger
Unknown

TOTALS
Percent Offender Known
Pe;cent’Offender Unknown

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TOTAL
Percent Domestlc Violence
Partner
Relative
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e Of the reported 4,056
victim. to offender -
relationships, 22.4
percent can be
attributed to domestic
violence in 1994.

e Partners, including
spouses and
boyfriend/girlfriends,
account for 14 percent
of identified offenders.

e Relatives made up 8
percent of identified

offenders in Delaware.

47 percent of
assailants were either
unknown, or were
strangers.

Another 31 percent

of victims knew their
attacker in some way
other than the partner
or relative categories.

Domestic aggravated
assaults have been on

the rise for the last 5

years, up 60 percent
from 1990.

The most common
victim relationships
were the following:

- Boyfriend/Girlfriend
relationships were the
most common, with 35
percent of the domestic
aggravated assaults.

- Sﬁousal relationships
made up 25 percent of

_the domestic cases.

Ajgfg ravated Ass’ault

Victim to Offender Relationship

1,600
1,400 -
1,200 |-
1,000
800 -
600 |-
400
200 |-

Relative

Unknown

Stranger
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Age is a significant
factor in aggravated
assaults in Delaware.
Older juveniles and
young adults are the

greatest at-risk group.” '

For each age group
after the 25-29 group,
the number of victims
decrease by 24 percent
to 53 percent, until the
over 65 category.

In 1994, about 47 -
percent of the victims

were m their late teens
and 20’s. '

" Delawareans over the

age of 45 accounted for

under 7.5 percent of the

1994 aggravated assault
victims.

. Thé elderly

s The.majority..(64

percent) of
aggravated assault.
victims were males.
36 percent were
female. '

o Twenty-three percent
of cases had a

o .- Victims-were-adults-18-- -}
and over in 77 percent
of the reported
incidences. Adult
women make up 37
percent of victims;
adult men, 63 percent.

juvenile
victim. Of
the juvenile

- SexofViclins
Aqradtsdfssat 194

victims, 68
percent
were male.

were the
victims in
“only 1.4
percent of
-aggravated
assaults.

I

Juill]

Farde

B Leriles(D Addts

Age of Victims

600 '
500
400
300"

200

Aggravated Assault: 1994

100

0.

00-09 | 10-14 | 15-19

25-29 |30-34 |35-39 |40-44 |4549

50-54 |55-59 |60-64 65 plus

| Series 1 mm| 240

222 | 495

‘496 | 4337| 329 | 202 | 94

56 37 | 24 | 43

All victims. - Not all are‘a reéult of domestic viclence.
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1. Known to Offender |

V|ct|m to Offender Relatlonshlp

22

Partner 4437 5228 5284| 5536 5460
Spouse 2042 2312| 2333|2437 2087
Common-Law Spouse 32 50 34 23 27
Boy/Girlfriend . 2168 2654 2648 2788 3077
Homosexual Relation 14| . 18 17 18 21
Ex-Spouse 181 194 252 270 248

Relative 1111 1343 1465 1424 1680
Child 168 230 253 258 313
Child of Boy/Girlfriend 6 30 20 21} 28
Step-Child 35 61 56 76 61
Grandchild 2 5 6} 15] 15
Sibling 264 310 337 343 389
Step-Sibling 5 17 11 8 16
Parent 281 282 323 . 357 397
Step-Parent 42 98 124| 82 139
Grandparent 1- 15 12| -+ 10| 27|
In-Laws 119} 114 143 104 100
Other Relative 188 181 180 150 195

Other Known 4876 6052 5983 7361 7767
Acquaintance 3322 4217 4211 5073 5382
Employee/Employer 35 53 48 71 53
Friend 183 246 285 236 259
Neighbor 272 400 309 271 250}
Babysittee 1 7 2| 6 9
Other Known 1063 1129 1128 1704 1814

2. Stranger and Unknown 6023| 6413 6720 6113 5884
Stranger . 1609 21450 2234| 2326| 2307
"Unknown 4414 4268 4486 3787 3577

TOTALS 16447| 19036| 19452 20434| 20791
Percent Offender Known 63.4%| 66.3%| 65.5%| 70.1%| 71.7%"
Percent Offender Unknown 36.6%| 33.7%| 34.5%| 29.9%| 28.3%

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TOTAL 5548 6571 6749 6960 7140

Percent Domestic Violence 33.7%| 34.5%} 34.7%| 34.1%| 34.3%
Partner 27.0%| 27.5%| 27.2%| 27.1%| 26.3%
Relative 6.8% 7.1% 7.5% 7.0% 8.1%




e Thirty-four percent of
Delaware simple
‘assaults in 1994 can
be attributed to
domestic violence.

¢  Twenty-six percent of
offenders in simple
assaults were-
identified as the
partner of the victim.

e Only 8 percent of
offenders were related
to the victim.

" e UndeF 30°percent of

‘all simple assaults in
Delaware were
perpetrated by
unknown assailants or
strangers.

e Thirty-seven percent
of the offenders knew
their victims, but were
neither partners nor
relatives.

e The number of simple

assaults have been
increasing annually.

~ " The most common
victim relationships
were the following:

- Boyfriends and
girlfriends made up 43
percent of all domestic
simple assaults.

- Spouées were next,
with 29 .4 percent.

-— Parents, Siblings,

-and Children were each
victims about 5 percent
of the time.

Si mple Assault
Victim to-Offender Relationship

10,000

8,000
6,000 -
4.000

2,000

7,767 -

i

- Relative '

2307

- Unknown
Stranger
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As with most crimes,

. age is an important

variable. Victims
tend to be young:
adults, falling within
the 20 - 34 age
brackets. Juveniles
are more likely to be
victims than are the
middle-aged and
elderly put together.

—~> For those between

“the ages of 20 and 34

(a span of 14 years),
there were 7943
simple assaults
reported.

-» For those over 34
(a span over twice as
long), there were
4,776 simple assaults.

reported the most -
simple assaults with
2,725 victims; the-60 -
64 age group répotted
the least, 159.

The20-24agegrowp | * °F

'1ikely to be victims (61 |
percent) than males (39
percent). '

For juveniles, males
were more likely to be
victims (54 percent)

Juveniles accounted for than females (46
22 percent of victims. percent).
Sex of Victim

Adult Other Assauit: 1994
females were 14,000
the most 12,000 -
victimized, 10,000}
reporting 8000 |
9,007 or 51 60001
= |2
the cases in
1994, 200 |

Ferrale

Nele

W Juveniles [ Adults

Age of Victims

Other Assault: 1994

3000
2500
2000
1500

- 1000

500

0 '100-09 | 10-14 | 15-19

20-24

25-29 |30-34 |35-39 |40-44 |45-49

50-54

55-59 | 60-64 B5 plus

|Series 1 wm| 1038 1549 [ 2329

2725

2586 |2632 | 1971 {1185 | 685

373

200 | 159 | 203

All victims. Not all are a result of domestic violence.
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What is Stalking?’ .~ emporary restraining
D ‘ ~ order or injunction has
Stalking is class F felony. been previously.issued,
The law, enacted on May the law states thata
20, 1992, may be found in person guilty of stalking

“shall be imprisoned for a
period of not less than 6

- months and fined not
more than $1,000.”

Delaware Code Title 11
§1312A . Accordingto
Delaware law, stalking
occurs when a person:

‘Furthermore, a second

[W]ilfully, maliciously - rur
- ' stalking charge (must be

and repeatedly follqws

charged étaligihg’. Sbnie_of
these individuals have
multiple stalking arrests.

Why Study Stalking?

Stalking is a new felony,
which assumes repeated
and obsessive behaviors.
People may be interested in

or harasses another
person‘or who
repeatedly makesa -

credible threat with the

intent to place that -
person in reasonable
Sear of death or serious

physical injury. . . .

(The law in whole is
.printed as an appendix in
the back.) '

According to SENTAC -
guidelines, stalking is a
violent class F felony,
which has a presumptive
sentence of 9 months Level
V (prison or jail time). |

When a no contact order,

the same offender and the
" same victim) will bring

-‘an imprisonment
- sentence “for a period of
" not less than 1 year and

fined not more than
$1,000.”

' DataVSo'ur'ce

*Data was taken from

Delaware’s Criminal
Justice Information
Syrstém'ﬁles; ‘The
population includes all
stalking arrests between
May 20, 1992 and June

30, 1994. During that :
time period, a total of 242
individuals have been

learning about such )
questions as the following: . .

Do DéIaWére stalkers
fit the dangerous
homicidal stereotype?

Do stalkers change
their behaviors wjth
contact with the law?

Who is the average
stalker?

Who is the average
victim?

How are stalkers
sentenced in Delaware
courts?

25
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Victim Demographics

Gender :
14.5% Male
85.5% Female -

Race .
78.0% White

- 22% Black

0% Other

e Sex/Race Combined

- not available.

13.6% White Male
0.02% Black Male -
64.5% White Female
0% Other Male

20.1% Black Female

Age '
Average Age 31
Ranging from less
than 1 to 78

Note: The number of -

victims does not
equal the number of
offenders due to
multiple victim cases.

Information on a few
of the victims was-

Victim Sex

~ Victim Rag:e

Whlte 78.0%

q

h

Black 22.0%

100% —
o . _ z
40%
1 20%

| o

Sex and Race Demographics
Percertage of Persons Victimized by Stalking

Wnlte Ferrale Blad< Female - White Male Black Male

S —
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Who is Stalking Who?

The number of women
victimized and the
number of male offenders
. is directly proportional.

Also, there is an
approximate similarity

 between the number of

white victims and white
offenders, and black

" victims and black

offenders.

¢ Can we generalize,
based on this data,
that individuals

most likely stalk

those of the same

race?

that individuals

- . most likely stalk

those of the
opposite gender?

Can we genéialize,
based on this data,

. As you can see from the
. graphs on the next page,
.. some generalizations can

be made from the data: for
example, males tend to
stalk females, and

" offenders tend to stalk

those of their own race.

There are exceptions to
these broad generalizations,
however. The most glaring
exception is that female
offenders are more likely to

- stalk females than males.

Sex and Rade of Offenders Versus Victims |

2507
200 -

100}
50 B

0

150l ELR)

VIGOCLE L AL /

il

White Male

| White Female. Black Male *|Black Female|
|offercerll - 152 17 4
Vicim [l .- 35 178 55

* Other race groups exduded due to-low nurmbers.
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By Race:

White offenders stalk

‘white victims 97

percent of the time. .

Black offeqdefs also

- stalk victims of their

own race the majority
of the time (over 76.
percent).

By Gender:

Male offenders stalk
female victims the
majority of the time

(88.4 percent). When

male victims were
involved, there were -

‘multiple victims over

72 percent of the time,
some male and some
female.

Females, on the other
hand, stalk victims of
their own sex the

. majority of the time_"

(nearly 60 percent),
When female victims
are involved, there
were multiple victims
(mixed gender) only
37.5 percent of the
time. '

—

Black foénders . White Offenders
| 30%

Black
Victims

97.0%

88.4%

23.9%
White White
Victims Victims

By Sex of Offender and Victim

Male Offenders Female'foehders

H

...uﬂlllll”"llm

0

Female- B
Victims 11.6% )
Male 59.3%
. Victims Female Victims
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General arrests include
all felony and ~
misdemeanor arrests,
including stalking.
Traffic offenses and
violations are not

. included.

The counts in this
section include all
arrests from the
criminal history of the
arrestees.

' GENERAL
ARRESTS

o Delaware’s 242
. reported stalkers
“have accumulated an
aggregated history
of 5,010 arrests and
9,295 charges.There
may -be multiple
charges for each
"arrest.

On average, each .
stalker has been
arrested over 20 times.

o There is a wide variety
_ in criminal histories.

The minimum number

" of arrests is 1, and the

maximum is 124
arrests.

Number of Total Arrests in Criminal History

Percent of Offenders in Each Arrest Nunber Group

o

Arrests ‘ 1-10

1-20

31-40

41-50

27

16.9

120

6.6

- 66
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Do those charged w:th stalkmg have many
other f felony arrests on their records?

Sixty-nine percent have been arrested for
felonies other than stalking. Over 26 percent
have five or more felonies on record. On_
average, each arrestee for stalking has 3.9
felonies on re¢ord, rangmg from one to 21
felonies.

Thirty-one percent of stalkers have no other
felony on record.

Number of Arrests: Any Felonies
o PesasMestedfrrSdhrg

Oe 31.0%

FiveorMore 4%

How serious were these felonies?

Although all felonies are serious charges,
the most serious felony charges are defined
here as class A, B, or C felonies. Examples
of such are murder, forcible rape, or
kidnapping.

Over 41 percent of stalkers have committed
a serious felony, with about 18 percent have
been charged with 210 6 serious felonies.

" The average number of most serious

Most Serious Felony Arrests
(CassA B ar CFelories)

No 1%

il

MorethanOne  182%

Oe 27%
felonies per stalker is 0.8.
Do stalkers commit many misdemeanor L ‘
crimes? 112 27%

Only 6.2 percent have no misdemeanors in
their criminal history. Offenders
committed an average 16.3 misdeamors;
the number of misdemeanor arrests ranges
from-0 to 102.

A Nore 62%

12ornore 54<1%‘
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Is it common for offenders ,
to receive additional stalking
charges?

Forty-one or 16.9 percent
have been charged more than
once with stalking. No time
factors (such as time outside
of prison or months passed
since first stalk data) were
taken into account for this
statistic.

T
b

NO 83.1%

What percentage of
stalkers commit weapons
crimes?

Twenty-four percent of the
stalkers did have an arrest
for a weapons charge in

Percent of Stalkers with Weapons Charges
in Criminal History

their history. _ Yes. 24.0%.

How many of those Percent Never Rearrested Post Stalking Arrest
arrested for stalking : Any Crime (except traffic)

never are arrested again? Up to June 1995

This data is more updated
than the other data,

* including arrests up to
June 1995.

With at least one year of
post-stalking data, twenty-
six percent are never '

. arrested again.

Arrested 72.7%

B

Not Arrested  26:0%

* Definition of "In Prison” category:
The offender has been in prison since stalking arrest with no releases.

in Prison 1.2%
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What were.the most serious
offenses of those charged
with stalking?

This chart indicates the
most serious charges on
record for each individual
charged with stalking.
Crimes are ranked in an
heirarchical order.

The order of severity is a
standard taken from
Delaware SENTAC
guidelines.

serious chart from the
offender’s history - these
arrests may have

- occurred prior to or since

the stalking charge.

¢ Four, or 1.6 percent,
have been arrested
for either homicide
or attempted
homicide at some
point in their history.

» Forty-six, or 19
percent were charged
with assault 1 or
assault 2.

T ié:chartrlists:the most.. |-

" serious charge.

Fifty-one or over 22
percent havea

burglary or robbery
charge as their most

For 86 or 35.5 percent
of the offenders, the
most seious other
arrest had been a non-
stalking harrassment
charge, such as
terroristic threatening.
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What percentage we

and sentenced of sta

. urteen (or 5.8 pe
2 arrested were

Level V | Level Il | Level Il
8 > | 4




How many were convicted of stalking_
OR accompanying charges?

e Virtually all of the 242 arrested for

. Seventy-three (or 30.2 percent) of

e Qutof the 73, 18 (or 25 percent)

e Over 64 percent received Level II or

Sentenced for Some Charge within Stalking Case
(Selkirgar Gher Qine)

stalking had additional charges
within the same case. -

them were convicted for some crime,
whether it was for stalking or an
accompanying crime. Conviction on
accompying crimes ranged from
kidnapping to failure to stop at a stop,
sign.

received a Level V sentence.

Level 111 sentences. A few were
fined.

Sentencing for Conviction within Stalking Case

(Stalking Charge or Accompanying Charge)

Level ViLevel IV Level II LeVeI Il Level | | Fined

18 1 17 30 2 5
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" Statistical A Analysus Center . ' o 1954

7 DOMESTIC RELA TIONS; Inclrrde pai_tne_rs and relatlves The term partner refers '
. - to-a spouse common-law spouse, boy/glrlfnend or Hormosexual relation. The -
term “relative” refers to a child, stepchild; child of boy/girlfriend, parent, sibling,

step51blmg, grandchild, grandparent, in- -law, or other family member (aunt, uncle,
etc.).

CRIMINAL HOMICIDE: This includes murder, the willful (non-negligent) killing
of one human by another, and includes negligent manslaughter; e.g., vehiclular
homicide, criminally negligent homicide, manslaughter, as well as first and second
degree murder.

FORCIBLE RAPE: The carnal knoWledge of a male or female forcibly and against
his or her will, comprised of the most serious sexual violence crimes, mcludmg
unlawful sexual intercourse and unlawful sexual penetration.

OTHER SEXUAL ASSA ULT Includes sexual harassment, indecent exposure
sexual exp101tat10n of a child, and dealing in child pornography.

' AGGRAVATED ASSAULT: An assault classified s aggravated is determined by
criteria rather than statute. The criteria pertain to the severity of the attack, unless
a weapon is used. Attempted Murder is an aggravated assault. '

SIMPLE ASSA UiT Includes offensive touching, menacing, second-degree reckless
endangering, and assault in the third degree. Some of these assaults could be
aggravated depending upon circumstances.
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Five Levels of Sentencmg

The following definition are from the Department of Correctlon s SENTAC
(Sentencmg Accountablhty Commlsswn) Manual: :

Level I
" Administrative Probation

Level II

General commumty superv151on achieved through d1rect offender contact
andmomtonng/venfylng the offender’s activities through collateral contact.

Level IIT

Supervision which requires intensive contacts achieved through face-to-face
* offender contact, collateral contact, verification of each offender’s activities -
(e.g.: residence, employment, training and school), treatment programs and
. community service. The emphasis is on supervision through increased
community contacts. '
_’Level v . ' F
Uses Home Conﬁnement Half Way Ho’ nd Résidenti
- programs as an 1ntermed1ate accountab111ty eVel less than Level v full
incarceration but exceeding the requlrements of Level I1I intensive-
superv1s1on :

Level V

A sentence con51st1ng ofa commnment to the Department of Correctlon for a
penod of incarceration. :




" Delaware Code, Title 11

§ 1812A.  Stalking; class F felony.

(a) Any person who wilfully, maliciously and re-
peatedly follows or harasses another person or who -
repeatedly makes a credible threat with the intent
to place that person in reasonable fear of death or
serious physical injury is guilty of the crime of

(b) For the purposes of this section the following
definitions are provided: S ,

-~ (1) “Harasses” means a knowing and wilful '
course of conduct directed at a specific person
- which seriously alarms, annoys or harasses the
person, and which serves no legitimate purpose.
The course of conduct must be such as would
- cause a reasonable person to suffer substantial
emotional distress, and must actually cause
substantial emotional distress to the person. =
- (2) “Course of conduct” means a pattern of
conduct composed of a series of acts over a
period of time, however short, evidencing a
continuity of purpose. Constitutionally pro-
tected activity is not included within the mean-
ing of “course of conduct.”

(3) “Credible threat” means a threat made
‘with the intent, and the apparent ability, to
carry out the threat, so as to cause the person
who is the target of the threat to reasonably fear
for that person’s own safety. The threat must be
against the life of a person, or a threat to cause

. serious physical injury to a person. '

(¢) In the event a person charged under this
section is engaged in lawful labor picketing, there
shail be a rebuttable presumption that such person
does not have the intent required under subsection
(a) of this section. L

(d) Any person who violates subsection (a) of this
section when there is a no contact order, temporary
restraining order or injunction in effect prohibiting

- the behavior described in subsection (a) of this -

section against the same party shall be imprisoned
for a period of not less than 6 months and fined not
‘more than $1,000. : e B
(e) Upon' a subsequent conviction occurring
within 7 years of a prior conviction under subsection
(a) of this section against the same victim, and -

‘involving an act of violence or a credible threat of

violence, as defined in this section, the violator shall
be imprisoned for a period of not less than 1 year and
fined not more than $1,000. :

() This section shall not apply to conduct which
occurs in furtherance of law enforcement or private
detective business. Private detective business is
defined consistent with Chapteér 13 of Title 24.

Stalking is a class F felony. (68 Del. Laws, c. 250,

%170 Del. Laws, ¢.-186, § 1) -















