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During 1996 nearly 98,000 suspects were investigated by 
U.S. attorneys for possible violations of the U.S. code, and 
criminal charges were filed in U.S. district courts against 
about 65,500 defendants, a third of whom were prosecut- 
ed for drug offenses. 

The majority (86%) of the 61,434 defendants whose cases 
were terminated in U.S. district courts during 1996 were 
convicted. Among those convicted, 68% were sentenced to 
prison for an average of 61 months. At the end of 1996, the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons held more than 92,650 prisoners 
who had been convicted of a Federal offense, an increase 
of 5% over 1995. Sixty percent of those held by the Bureau 
of Prisons were convicted and sentenced for drug offenses. 

Prosecution 

During 1996 U.S. attorneys initiated criminal investigations of 
97,776 suspects, and they concluded their investi- 
gations of 98,454 suspects. More than 30% of the sus- 
pects were investigated for each of three overall offense 
categories - -  property, drug, and public-order --; while the 
remaining 7% were investigated for violent offenses. 

Of the suspects in criminal matters concluded, U.S. attor- 
neys prosecuted 56,938 in U.S. district courts (58% of all 
suspects in matters concluded) and de- 
clined to prosecute 32,832 suspects (33%), while U.S. 
magistrates disposed of another 8,684 suspects (9%). 

Suspects in criminal matters involving drug or violent 
offenses were slightly more likely to be prosecuted in a 
U.S. district court (70% and 62%, respectively) than were 
the suspects involved in public-order or property offenses 
(54% and 49%, respectively). Suspects involved in 
property offenses such as fraud or regulatory public-order 
offenses were more likely to be de- 
clined for prosecution (46% and 66%, respectively) than 
were the suspects investigated for drug or violent offenses 
(23% and 33%, respectively). 

Pretrial release 

During 1996 about 53% of the 51,063 defendants who 
terminated pretrial services were released at some time 
prior to their criminal trial. Defendants charged with 
property offenses such as embezzlement, fraud, and 
larceny and those charged with regulatory public-order 
offenses or tax law violations were more likely to be 
released prior to trial (between 76% and 95% of these 
defendants were released) than were defendants charged 
with violent offenses, drug trafficking, weapons, or 
immigration offenses (between 13% and 49% of these 
defendants were released). 
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Defendants having a prior criminal history of serious or 
violent crimes were less likely to be released than those 
without a prior criminal history; defendants with more 
criminal history were less likely to be released than those 
with less criminal history. Twenty-six percent of the 
defendants with a prior violent felony conviction were 
released before trial, while 64% of the defendants with 
no prior convictions were released. Fifty-six percent of 
defendants with one prior conviction were released, as 
compared to 43% of defendants having two to four prior 
convictions and 29% of defendants having five or more 
prior convictions. 

About 84% of the defendants released prior to trial 
completed their periods of release without violating the 
conditions Of their release. Sixteen percent of defendants 
released violated the conditions of their release, and about 
6% of defendants had their release revoked. Defendants 
charged with drug and violent offenses were more likely to 
commit at least one violation of their conditions of release 
(26% and 21%, respectively) and to have their release 
revoked (10% each) than were other defendants. 

Adjudication 

Criminal charges were filed in U.S. district courts against 
65,480 defendants during 1996, about 80% of whom were 
charged with felonies. Of the defendants charged with 
felonies, 41% were prosecuted for drug trafficking 
offenses, 27% for property offenses, 25% for public-order 
offenses, and 7% for violent offenses. 

Criminal cases were concluded against 61,434 defendants 
during 1996, 80% of whom had been charged with 
felonies. Eighty-six percent (or 53,076) of all defendants 
were convicted; 83% of these were felony convictions. 

Eighty-nine percent of defendants charged with felonies 
were convicted. This conviction rate was about the same 
for all major offense categories: 88% of violent offenders, 
90% of property offenders, 88% of drug offenders, and 
90% of public-order offenders. Most felony convictions 
were obtained by guilty plea (91%). 

Drug defendants comprised 41% of felony convictions; 
defendants charged with property and public-order 
offenses comprised 26% and 27%, respectively, of the 
felony convictions, and defendants charged with violent 
offenses comprised the remaining 6% of felony 
convictions. 

Sentencing 

Of the 53,076 offenders sentenced during 1996, about 
69% were incarcerated, another 24% were placed on 
probation (either alone or with some incarceration), and 
7% were ordered to pay a fine. 

About 91% of violent felony offenders and 92% of drug 
trafficking offenders received prison sentences, as did 
79% of felony public-order offenders and 59% of felony 
property offenders. 

The 36,373 offenders sentenced to prison received, on 
average, 61 months of imprisonment, while the 12,644 
offenders sentenced to probation received, on average, 
33 months of probation. Offenders sentenced for violent 
felony offenses and felony drug offenses received longer 
average prison terms (93 and 85 months, respectively) 
than those convicted of felony property and public-order 
offenses (24 and 51 months, respectively). 

Average length of sentences imposed, by offense, 
October 1, 1995 - September 30, 1996 

Average 
Most serious sentence 
offense of conviction length 

All offenses 61.2 mo. 
Felonies 64.2 
Violent offenses 92.5 
Property ........... 'oifens'es ..... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23.9 . . . . . . . . .  
Drug offenses 84.5 
Public-order offenses 50.8 
Misdemeanors 1 i 

Appeals 

During 1996 the U.S. Courts of Appeals received 10,889 
criminal appeals. Forty-six percent of the appeals filed 
challenged both the conviction and sentence imposed. 
Only 4% of appeals were filed by the Government. Of the 
10,161 appeals terminated during 1996, 77% (or 7,820) 
were terminated on the merits. In 86% of the appeals 
terminated on the merits, the district court ruling was 
affirmed, at least in part. 
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Corrections 

A total of 17,433 offenders were serving terms of proba- 
tion supervision that terminated during 1996. Most of 
these offenders (84%) completed their terms of probation 
successfully. About 14% of offenders violated their condi- 
tions of probation; 4% of probationers committed new 
crimes. 

A total of 19,874 offenders completed terms of parole or 
supervised release during 1996. Sixty-four percent 
of these offenders successfully completed their terms 
without violating conditions of release; 11% committed 
new crimes; 22% committed technical violations. 

Regardless of the type of supervision, offenders con- 
victed of violent offenses were less likely than others 
to successfully complete a term of supervision. 

At the end of 1996, there were 88,189 offenders under 
supervision. About 52% were under terms of supervised 
release; another 38% were on probation; and 10% were 
on parole. Drug offenders comprised 50% of offenders 
under terms of supervised release, 56% of offenders on 
parole, and 12% of offenders on probation. Property 
offenders comprised 40% of the offenders on probation, 
28% of offenders serving terms of supervised release, 
and 12% of offenders on parole. 

The Federal prison population increased by 4,676 offend- 
ers during 1996 to reach 92,672 persons. During 1996, 
'35,254 prisoners were received by the Bureau of Prisons ' 
from U.S. district court commitments. An additional 
12,175 prisoners were returned to Federal prison for 
violating conditions of probation, parole, or supervised 
release, or were otherwise admitted to Federal prison 
from elsewhere than a U.S. district court. 

During 1996, 30,251 prisoners were released for the first 
time from Federal prison after commitment by a U.S. 
district court. Of these, 28,073 were released by standard 
methods and 2,178 were released by extraordinary means 
(death, treaty transfer, sentence commutation, or drug 
treatment). The standard "first releases" served, on 
average, 28.2 months before their release, or about 92% 
of the sentence imposed. Drug offenders served an 
average of 40 months before first release, while property 
offenders served an average of 16 months before first 
release. 

\ 

An additional 12,502 prisoners were released from subse- 
quent commitments to Federal prison. 

Drug offenders - -  who comprised about 41% of persons 
admitted into Federal prison - -  comprised the largest 
percentage of persons in prison (60%) at the end of 1996. 

Average time to first release, standard releases, 
by offense, October 1, 1995 - September 30, 1996 

Most serious original 
offense of conviction Mean time served 

All offenses 28.2mo 
Violent offenses 54.3 
Property offenses 15.6 
Drug offenses 40.3 
Public-order offenses 17.2 

Admissions to Federal Bureau of Prisons, releases, 
and prisoners at yearend, by offense, 
October 1, 1995 - September 30, 1996 

Popula- 
tion at 

Most serious offense All All yearend 
of conviction admissions releases 9/30/96 

Violent offenses 9.0% 9.8% 12.4% 
Property offenses 20.0 22.4 8.4 
Drug offenses 41.0 39.1 59.6 
Public-order offenses 28.0 27.6 18.6 

All offenses 47,429 42,753 92,672 
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