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JAMES C. PARSONS 
CHre:F OF POLiCe: 

CITY 

O,I;PA~TMENT OF POLICE 
airm'jn~ham/,Alabalna 352()3 

\ , 

GEORGEG. sEIBEl-S, JR. 

MAYOR 

April 11, 1973 

Honorable Mayor George G. Seibels, Jr. 
City Hall Building 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 

Dear Mayor Seibels: 

The year nineteen hundred seventy-two marked a period of 
progress for the Birmingham Police Department. Innovation and 
success created an esprit de corps envied by other police depart­
ments around the nation. I hasten to commend you and the City 
Council for the support afforded during the year. 

To attempt a list of the projects undertaken during nineteen 
hundred seventy-two would be an arduous task; however, implementing 
the records administration report was most significant and deserves 
special mention. Creation of a Scientific Evidence Unit and a 
Special Enforcement Detail promises improved police capability~ 
control of p~licy and procedure regulations have improved internal 
discipline and drastically reduced citizen complaints. Improved 
radio communications and record storage have resulted in the dimi­
nution of police response to citizen calls for service. 

In my opinion, the success we have experienced must be attri­
buted to the entire membership of the Department. Challenging 
tradition and a willingness to improve police service is the hall­
mark of a professional law enforcement agency, and t(JeJe attributes 
we do possess. I' 

/ 
V rYi/truI(1~u s, 
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l /J mes C. Parsons 
. ./Chief of Police 
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mUUl fufnrttttttut <t1nbt nf ft4its 

1\11 a 1JlaUl. iEnfnrttmtnt (@ffittr f m,!fundamenlat dul'} i~ 10 

~erlle mankind; 10 ~a/egu~,J Iive~ and properl,!; to prolecl lhe innocenl again~l 

deception, Ihe weak again~l oppr(!~~ion or inlimidalion, and lhe peaceful 

afJain~t violence or di~order; and to re~pect Ihe Con~lilulional righl~ 0/ at! 

men 10 Iiter/,!, e£jualil'} and ju~lice. 

~ UtilI keep m,!privale Ii/e un~uflied a~ an example 10 all; main lain coura­

fleou~ calm in Ihe lace 0/ danger, 4corn, or ridicule; develop ~ef/-,.e~lrainl; and 

te con61anll,! mind/ulo/ lhe weI/are 0/ olheN. fione~l in lhoughl and deed 

in toll,. m,!per~onal and olficial life, !J will te exemplar,! in ote'ling lhe law~ 

o/lhe land and lhe regulalion.~ 0/ m,! deparlmenl. Whalever!J ~ee or hear 0/ 

a confidenlial nalure or lhal i~ confided 10 me in m,! o/ficial capacil'l witl te 

kepi ever ~ecrel unle~~ revelalion i~ nece~~ar,! in Ihe performance 0/ m'} dul,!, 

~ UtilI never act 0/ficioU6f'! orpermilper~onal /eelin~, prejudice~, animo~­

ilie~ or f,.iend~hip~ to in/luence m,! deci~ion~. Will,. no comf'romi~e /01' crime 

and with relenlle4~ pro~ecuJion 0/ criminal, Y. will enforce ike law courleou~l,! 

and approprialel'! withoul lear orlavor, malice 0,. ill will, never empto'ling 

un".ece~:Ja"'l force or violence and never accepling graluilie6. 

~ rttngnb!t Ihe tadge 0/ m,! office a:J a ~,!mtol 0/ putlic failh, and 

!J accep~ il a:J a putlic lru~l 10 te 'held :Jo fong a:J !J am .true 10 Ihe elhic~ of 

the police ~ervice. !J witl con6Iant!'} 61rive 10 achieve fhe~e otjeclive6 and idea~, 

dedicating m'J6ef/ te!ore (lod 10 m'J ch06en pro!e~~ion . . . law enforcemenl. 

'-~~'--"------""-'-, ----_ • .....,.... __ lil~"" ~ '_ 
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CHIEF OF POLICE 



POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The Birmingham Police Department is one of the more progressive law en o 

forcement agencies of cities with a popul ation of 300,000 or more. It has an aU a 

thorized enforcement strength of 639 sworn officers, averaging 2.12 men per 

1,000 population and 7.81 per spuare mile. This Department provides 24 a hour 

police services with precincts in the central! eastern! and western areas. It has 

a Communications network which has tie=in terminals with the Alabama Crime 

I nformation Center and the National Cri me Information Center. Many other modern 

innovations have receontly been implemented to give better protection to citizens 

and visitors. 
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DEDICATED TO: 

Warrior of God, man's friend and ty­
rant's foe. 

Now somewhere dead far in the waste 
Soudan, 

Thou livest in all hearts, for all men (,now 
This earth has never borne a nobler 
man. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson 

IN MEMORIAM 

POLICE OFFICERS KILLED IN LINE OF DUTY 

J. W. Adams 
G. W. Kirkley 
W. P. Walton 
J. W. Little 
Dumas Little 
Ray Payne 
A. A. Manley 
E . .T. Lewis 
L. E. Buckalew 
F. J. Harris 
J. M. Early 
H. E. Pore 
J. T. Moser 
N. E. Wolfe 
F. R. Brockman 
A. L. Harris 
K. L. Spencer 
Henry L. Thompson 

HENRY L. THOMPSON 

March 27, 1900 
Ma rch 27, 1900 
March 18, 1902 

November 7, 1908 
April 23, 1924 

February 28, 1927 
May 26, 1927 

March 23, 1928 
May 23, 1931 

February 8, 1935 
April 15, 1935 
June 30, 1936 

January 31, 1939 
July 12, 1941 

November 3, 1953 
May 4, 1969 

July 13, 1969 
October 16, 1972 

L 
\ 
Ii 

-----------------jf---------------~~~, ..... "'-"'-=._---==---"""-----



City of BII'O)1110h(lll1, AletbamCl 

OFFleIAt. BUDGET ror~ THe FISCAL. yeAR ENDING AUGUS1' 31,1972 

['nil t~n: 
"""'W~""TPolico Chief S .. 34 

4 Dl1puty PolleD Chiufs g·2G 
11 Pol!t~(l Cnplnins S .. 24 
29 Pollet) Lioullll1unts 8 .. 21 

CL.ASSIf~II:D l~eRSONNeL 

1 SUllmintondtlllt or Polico NOGo[cls S .. 21 
1 Hmlio EnHtrtO(H' S~21 

1~3 Po I i GO Sorr,Ol1llts S .. 19 
7 COllllllllllicntiolls TOGllIllcinns S .. 19 (3) 
11~lH$Unllt11 OrriCOI' S .. 13 

22 MolOlcYGln PallolnlOll s .. rJ 
1 Suuiar l;inHmptinl Tochnician S .. 11 

(lUG Patrolmen 8,,1(1 
4 PolicoWOIllOIl S .. lG 
1 Pt)\ico Slntislieinn S·lo 
1 PaliGo PholoRrnpllOl' S .. 14 

J~~jsnu; 
1 Gh!of Wmtlon S .. 24 
1 Assistant Chiof Wmdoll S .. 20 
1 MUintolwncn MoelWllie S .. 18 (3) 
!~ Sonior W,mlons S .. 16 
2 Sonior M;:)jntcn:mCl1 1~(}pairJ1lell S .. 16 (3) 
1 Lt1undry SUj)tJfvisor S~14 

1 Polieo Proj)OI'ly Clorl~ S .. la 
1 SoniaI' Slol'os 0101'1< S~13 
G !:;'il1gorprinl Toclllliciolls S-13 
ti SoclOtnrlos S·13 
b Hutlio Disllntcllol's SM12 
1 SOllior 0101'1< 8 .. 11 

21 Polico Sorvlco Clorl(s SMl1. 
l1rnffic Cilntion OmeoI' S .. 10 

1& Inlonllmlllllo Stonographers S~9 
5 Tolopllol1o OpOl'lllol'S S~!) 
G lnlol'lllodinto Olol'l(s Sw8 

12 Polico Omlol~ S~'l 
'/ Cler\{ Typists S-!) 

-LOlly Doctor 

:l.Qn~ _. 
1 Food Sorvico SupOI'visor S"13 

31 Wl1I'c!ons S .. 13 
1 r::nnu Supervisol' S .. 13 
4 Practical Nurso"Mntl'Ol1s S·13 

-LNlII'sillg Servicos Supervisor S .. 17 

Tnl<on From: 
IlCity of Binningl1Olll, Alnbnllw 

Officiol Budget 
Fol' the Fi seal Yenr Endi ng 

August 31, 1972 
, ! 
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Poliea DapOI'tmonl 

Sa I til' los 

WnBOS 

t,XPOllHOS 

equipmont 

IJ ritlO1l 

Solmlos 

l!X[lOIlSOS 

Equipmont 

BUDGET 

Tulol 

Tolal 

Token From: 

$u ,B8G, JOO 

U ,400 

4'10,000 

3Gti,(JOO 

$O,OBO,700 

$ 354,7H4 

165,000 

4f~'lb 

$ !l24,259 

"City or BirJrring/Wfil, A/nbama 
o (ficinl Budget 

ror tho riscal YOM EndimJ 
August 31, 1972" 



Police and Related EXllonsos 

30% 

70% 
- .......... Other City Ex~ellses 

POLICE BU'DGET 
EXPENSES 7% 

-.-..- EQUIPMENT 5.5% 
WAGES 1% 

'---- SALARIES 87.4% 

>1 

J 

I 
j 

_~I- , -~~;.~.,:'1t~~F~"b;:l...~~:=~~~ 
1 2 3 

OPFEJNSl!S 
R~pOrl()d or Knuwn 
10 Poll til (ImIlUI!o Un1oIJlldtitJ. I.tl./ 

CL.ASSlr:1CA1"ION OF OflP(!NS[lS "Unf(llIndfJU" ond Paluo Ilr O(jllllilinll 
(Purl I cllHiijllH) AIIIHtllJIOl Comilioin III - n ~tl~· ~~~ . 

1, CRIMINAL HOMICIDE 
(I. Murdclr (jilt! N(lntlf'luliooni [10 4 

MOIl ij [(lU Oh tor 
1 .. -..:........,...~~~.:.~~ • .:.t:~. .. ~~"*"-'~~ -

MOllfilouohttH hy NoUllgo!\c(1 44 30 
.~~~~,""'4~~~'~' 1-•..• ", .. -

~. FORCII3\..E RAPE TOTAL. 120 17 
~~~I!r;A'<O;,~"'~1 ""'-1"--" 

o. Ropo by Porco 90 7 ::,,1'_, ~.~~~~~~ ~"i;I,.~wt2~HI'~~~~_ 
b. AIj~uull 10 Hopo • Altoillpttl 30 10 -. .A'I# to '0)"'11'\: ~""""'" _","-~; • ..t. 

3. ROOo,ERY"OTAl. 800 43 - j :.tIoAi <Ii! N~~~~ r-' 
o. MllIod • Any WOOP()I\ 639 26 

,;,IOI\OW_ .... - ........ ~-- ... , 01 04'»' _l<Ie, 

b. SIronO • arm· No Woupon 161 17 

4, ASSAULT TOTAL 1577 5 . 
n. GIII1 350 2 ,-.-..........-
!.t. Knlft:t or Culllng/nlltrumoM 602 :, 
c, Olhor OUl1!1oroUll WNlPOI1:1 343 

d. HClndtl, Flntll, Foot, ottl •• 20 
Auol'elvolod 20 

o. o tho r Annol! Ito • 
Not AOgravCltod 262 

5. BURGLARY TOTAL 5450 261 

0, F arc I bl tl 8n try 4918 1B2 
., 

b. Unlllwfu\ Entry. No Forco 302 53 
c. Attol11ptod Forclblo Entry 230 26 

6. LARCENY· THEFT 
(oxcopt {luto thoft) 

a, $50 one! Over In Voluo 4460 126 

b. Undor $SO In Valuo 4328 25 

7. AUTO THEFT 2619 210 

I GRAND TOTAL 19478 721 

4 5 
Numlw of OFFENSES 

Clooroo by ArrtlGI Thill Yoar 

Nllltlb~r 01 Actual 
(I II OrpE!NSr:S 

(Colul\1n 2 Minul lly ArrtlJll of 
Column 3) Total Oll~nlitlli Poruol1J1 lJnd6r 10 

(l11c1ud.~ o1lC1l111h: Cl()or~d (Includod In Sa) 

~ ~ 
76 63 2 

14 11 

103 74 10 

03 61 9 
20 13 1 

757 262 22 
613 212 16 
144 50 6 ... 

1572 729 36 

348 131 12 

599 287 16 
343 165 7 . 

20 3 
20 3 -

262 143 1 

5189 905 130 
4736 796 102 

249 B4 24 
204 25 4 

4334 1032 291 

4303 454 181 

2409 479 109 

18757 4009 781 

------~M8a. .. s .. ______________________________________________ ~ __ ~~'=·=T'.="==== , ,_. ~ __________________________ ~ 



CRIME AND POPULATION 
1963 - 1972 
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CHART I 

Crime 
-, Up 69% 

J Popula-
tion 
down 

10% 
1972 

Birmingham has experienced an increase in major crimes of 69 percent over the base 

year 1963. Numerically speaking, this is an increase of 7,656 crimes. Our population for 

the same period of time has declined 10 percent, or 27,456. (Chart I) 

The racial composition of Birmingham's population is 57.7 percent, white, 42.0 per~ 

cent black, and .5 percent other. The median age is 30.3 years with 32.6 percent of the 
population under age 18 and U.S percent 65 years old and over. These figures are taken 

from the report prepared by the U. S. Bureau of the Census, based on thei r census taken 

in 1970. 
Major crimes or Part I offenses are used interchangeably and include: murders; man­

slaughters; rapes; robberies; aI/assaults, aggravated and simple; all larcenies, grand 

larceny and petit larceny; and auto thefts. The crimes reported in these areas were down 

.01 percent from 1971 to 1972 or a total of two crimes less. 

Major crimes are classified into two categories, crimes of violence, and crimes a .. 

gainst property. Crimes of violence include; murder, manslaughter, assaults, rapes, and 

robberies, Crimes against property include: burglaries, larcenies, and auto theft. Com .. 

pared to the base year 1963 viol ent crimes decrease in 1965 and increased by 80 per .. 

cent in 1972. Crimes against property for the same period of time increased 108 percent 
Crimes against property have shown a steady increase during this ten-year period until 

1971. From 1971. to 1972, crimes against property decreased approximately two percent 

whi Ie crimes of violence increased ten percent. 

Murders increased during the past ten years by 54 percent and showed a decrease 

from 1971 to 1972 of 7.3 percent, or a numerical decrease of six murders. the greatest 

increase in murders and the rate per 100,000 population increased proportionally, to 15 

percent per 100,000 population. 
Handguns were the most prevalent weapons used to commit murder, a knife or sharp­

edged object was the next most frequently used weapon. (See Chart Two) Deaths from 

cuttings or stabbings were 20 percent of all murders. When determining the number of 

murders committed, the fi gures used reflects all persons who have died as a resul t of the 

willful act of another, without regard to the process of law. This means that even though 

a murder is ruled justifiable by the legal authorities, it is still counted as a murder. The 

,-... ---------------------~-'~ ... ~.~~~--' 
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only deaths resulting from the willful act of another that are not counted as murder are 

the shooting of a felon by a law enforcement officer or private citizen. An example would 
. be the case of a person being robbed shooting or otherwise killing the person committing 

the crime or a law enforcement officer killing a person who is in the process of commit­

ting a felonious act. The taking of the felon's life is not counted as murder in this report, 

nor the report published by the F. B. I. 

Aggravated assaults had its peak year of increase over 1963, during 1970. During this 

period of time there was an increase of 59 percent. Aggravated assaults have decreased 

since 1970 throught 1972 by 22 percent, 10.8 percent of this decrease was during the 

year 1972. There was an increase of 37 percent in aggravated assaults, 1972 over the 
base year 1963. The rate of aggravated assaults per 10,000 popul ation was up only two 

percent, 1972 over base year 1963. 

A crime rate is considered a victim risk rate in that it demostrates the risk of ben 

coming a victim of crime. Forcible rapes have increased 221 percent over 1963. The inn 

crease 1972 over 1971 was' 5.l percent or an increase of five rapes. There are 119,966 

females in the City of Birminghalli" 16 years, of age or older. Since rapes are a crime 

peculiar to the female population, the rate of risk is one out of every 1,165 based on the 

number of rapes committed during 1972. 

Robberies increased 286 percent over the past ten years. The greatest increase of 

robberies in anyone year was during 1972 when robberies increased 62.7 percent.The 

. rate per population was one robbery for every 398 persons living in Birmingham. Accord­

ing to statistics published by the F. B. I., In 1971, 70 percent of the robberies committed 

were in cities with a population over 250,000. Even though Birmingham's increase in 

robberies during 1972 was dramatic, the numerical count does not exceed the average 

robberies for cities with a population ranging fiDm 300,000 to 350,000. Birmingham has 

been very fortunate in the past to have had a favorable robbery rate, thus when Birming­

ham's rate rose to the national average, the increase was significant. 

Burgi aries, have been on the increase for the past ten years with a sli ght recession 

during 1967, 19681 and 1969. The recession did not last long and when It ended bur­
glaries increased at a greater rate than they had prior to the recession. An over-all view 
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Handgun 

Rifle 

Shotgun 

Cutting or 
Stabbing 

Other Weapon 
(Club, Poison, etc) 

Personal Weapon 
(Hands, feet, 
fists, etc.) 

0.0% 

, 

MURDER 
By Type of Weapon Used 

1972 

CHART 2 



of the ten-year period indicates an 80 percent increase. Burglary is the forceful or u:,~ 

lawful entry into a business or residence. Fifty-two percent of residential burglaries 

, occur during the daytime. In 197G, there were 99,916 housing units in Birmingham; ac­
cording to the 1972 rate of residential burgiaries, one housing unit out of every 37 will 

be burglarized. The 1971 U'niform Crime Report states, "Burglary is a crime of stealth 

and opportunity, committed by amateurs and professionals alike. Prevention and detec­

tion of burglaries are most difficult for law enforcement agencies due to the tremendous 

volume of these offenses." Business burglaries are almost as numerous as the residen­

tial burglaries. In Birmingham the ratio of residential burglaries is 51 percent while 49 
percent are businesses, (inciuding offices). Most business burglaries occur at night, 

apprOXimately 67 percent of business burglaries occur at night. 

Larceny is the theft or unlawful taking of an item of value belonging to someone else. 

The most prevelant type of larceny in Birmingham involves the theft of auto parts and 

accessories. The larceny rate for items over $50.00 in value have increased 122 percent 
during the past ten years .. Thi s has been a rate increase per each 10,000 population of 79 

percent. During 1972, larcenies over $50.00 decreased .4 percent. Inflation was prob­

ably the major factor in the exchange of this increase and decrease. 

Auto Theft experienced increase in 1971 over the base year 1962 by 212 percent, how­

ever, during 1972 there was a substantial decrease from 1971. The over-all picture de­

picts an increase of 161 percent in 1972 over 1963. Numerically, auto thefts showed the 

greatest decrease (485) in 1972 over 1971, than any other major crime. The crime rate 
per 10,000 population of auto thefts in 1972 is 49 percent greater than it was in 1963. 

Auto thefts include cars reported stolen even though they are recovered unharmed 

which was obviously a young person taking the car for a "joy ride." It also includes 

motorcycles stolen. The recovery rate for stolen autos is 67 percent, which according to 

a spokesman for the F. B. I., is one of the I argest recovery rates in the nation. The 

cl earan ce rate of auto theft cases is 19 percent. 

Chart 3 shows the clearance rate pictorially. 

Juvenil'e arrests have risen over the past six years by 1,000+ individuals as shown in 

Chart 4. The year 1972 had an increase of 500 juveniles arrested over 1971. The juvenile 

arrest chart includes all persons under age 18 arrested. 

CRIMES CLEARED BY ARREST 
c;: 

1972 

AGAINST PERSONS 

NOT CL EARED CLEARED 

Murder 82% 

NegliJ ;ent manslaughter 78% 

For4b1e Rape 71% 

Aggravated asJault 46% 
--

AGAINST PROPERTY 

NOT CLEARED CLEARED 

Robbery 34% 

Burgl~~y r--.'. 17% 
~~, 

Larceny 17% 

Auto Theft 19% 

CHART 3 
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1971 1972 

OFFENSES 

Murder 

Mansi aughter 

Forcible Rape 

Robbery 

Aggravated Assault 

Simple Assault 

Burglary 

Larceny (over $50.) 

Larceny (under $50.) 

Auto Theft 

Total 

COMPARISON OF MAJOR CRIMES 

1971 

82 

22 

98 

465 

1,470 

263 

4,857 

4,286 

- . 4,322 

2,894 

18759 

1972 

76 

14 

103. 

797 

1,310 

262 

5,189 

4,334 

4,303 

2,409 

Numerical 
Increase 
( - ) 

-6 

-8 

+5 

+292 

-160 

-1 

+332 

+48 

-19 

-485 

Percent 
Increase 
( - ) 

-7.3% 

-36.3% 

+5.1% 

+62.7% 

-108% 

-0.3% 

+6.3% 

+1.1% 

-OA% 

-16.7% 

18757 -2· -0.01% ... _ . ..; ___ .=~,.. __ =--;--,,= ____ ,,= .. ==~-,,-; .. '"_~-c=. 

CHART 5 
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VALUE OF PROPERTY STOLEN IN 1972 

Type of Property 

(1) 

(A) Currency, Notes, Etc. 
(B) Jewelry and Precious Metals 
(C) Furs 
(0) Clothing 
(E) Locally Stolen Automobiles 
(F) Miscellaneous 

TOTALS 

PROPERTY BY TYPE AND VALUE 

Value of Property Stolen in B'ham. 
Stol en Recovered 
(2) (3) 

$ 573,130 $ 53,396 
112,426 13,556 

6,578 
92,500 22,480 

3" U8,082 2,078,644 
~,809,975 273,843 

$6,012,691 $2,441,919 
----. -

-------------------------~--~------------------ --- -- -
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SPECIAL UNITS REPORT 

WHISKEY DETAil 

. TOTAL ARRESTS ....................................................... 1969 .. 1452 
1970 .. 1471 
1971 .. 1080 
1972.. 862 

TOTAL FINES ...................................................... 1969 .. $41,523 
1970 .. $52,567 
1971 .. $51,393 
1972 .. $36,254 

UNTAXED WHISKEY DESTROyED ••.••••...•................•....•... 1969 .. 528 Gallons 
1970 .. 511 Gallons 
1971 .. 294 Gallons 
1972 .. 242 Gallons 

AUTOMOBILES CONFiSCATED •••..•....•...•..•.........••.....•.•..•....•..•.•. 1969 .. 3 
1970 .. 2 
1971 .. 3 
1972 .. 2 

GAMBLING DETAIL .....-

TOTAL ARRESTS ....................................................... 1969 .. 922 
1970 .. 1088 
1971.. 882 
1972.. 709 

TOTAL FINES ••..•••••..••.•.••.•.••....••.•..••••.•••.••.....•••.• 1969 .. $26,254 
1970 .. $30,323 
1971 .. $28,238 
1972 .. $24,945 

LOTTERY CARS CONFiSCATED •...•••.•••••.••...••• , ..•..•.•.•••.••••••..•..•. 1969 .. 3 
1970 .. 2 
1971 ,. 5 
1972 .. 2 

VICE DETAIL --'. 

TOTAL ARRESTS •••.••••.•.•••••..•..•••.•••••...•.•.••••. , ..•..•....•. 1969 ·1363 
1970 • 1826 
1971 • 1873 
1972 .. 1287 

, 

I 
I 

i 
\ 
\ 
\ 
~ 

1 

! 

TOTAL FINES ..................................................... _ 1969 ~ $731815 

NARCOTICS DETAIL 

1970 - $831587 
1971 • $103,814 
1972 • $95,122 

TOTAL ARRESTS ....................................................... 1969 .. 188 
1970 .. 326 
1971 .. 326 
1972 .. 351 

TOTAL FINES ...................................................... 1969· $1,810 
1970 .. 1,330 
1971 .. $2,240 
1972 .. $13,550 

AUTOMOBILES CONFISCATED ................................................... 1969·1 

TOTAL ARRESTS .. ALL DETAILS .................................... 1969 .. 3,929 
1970 .. 4,711 
1971 .. 4,146 
1972 .. 3/231 

1970 • 2 
1971-· 5 
1972 .. 5 

TOTAL FINES .. ALL DETAILS ................................ " .. " 1969 .. $154,312 
1970 .. $167,807 
1971 .. $185,685 
1972 .. $174,226 

TOTAL SENTENCES .. ALL DETAILS ............................ 1969 .. 63 years 215 days 
1970 .. 242 years 120 days 
1971- 68 years 363 days 
1972 • 274 years 126 days 



TJ\CTICAL OPERATIONS UNIT 

Tactical Operations Unit wa:; formed on December I, 1973 by compiling all the Solo 
Motor Units with the members of the former Tactical Squad. This unit now consists of 34-
Patrolmen, 5-Sergeants, and I-Lieutenant, under tile Command of Captain C. H. Pitts. Tile 

primary objective of this unit is to have available at all hours highly mobile task forces 

suitably trained that they can report to tile scene of any disorder of nature di saster and 

perform whatever task is necessary without di srupti ng the no fma I patrol function. 

Tili s unit has been divided into five (5) fire teams, each under the command of tile 
Sergeant which will be trained to handle every weapon in the police departmenfs ar­

senal. All personnel are receiving training in military crowd dispersing formations and 
tactics. Each fire team will be on call for a week at a time on a rotational basis and will 

be able to report to the scene of any crime or disorder within a reasonable period of time, 
prepared to take whatever action is deemed necessary. 

Certain selected members of the unit are being trained as K-9 specialist anti-sniper 

special ist and demolition specialist. To better prepare these men to perform their as­
signed task from a physical standpoint, each member of the Tactical Operations Unit is 

presently enrolled in a I2-week Karate Training course instructed by Mr. Ronnie Woodard 

of Japanese National Karate Centel and other members of his staff. 

TACTICAL 
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1972 ACCIDENTS COMPARED TO 1971 

TYPE OF 
MOTOR 
VEHiCLE 
ACCIDENT 

1. Over .. 
turning 

2. Other non-
ColHsion 

3. Pedestrian 

4. MV'in 

THIS YEAR TO DATE 
ALL PERSONS 
ACCIDENTS KILLED 

2 1 

3 

.275 19 

TranSDort ' 13231 16 

5. MVonother 
Hoadway 

6. Parl{ed MV . 1780 1 , 
i. Railway : 

Train . \ ' 26 4 

8. Pedal~ 
)1 /; 

GycJist~ 
,:/ . 

27 
i 

9. Anirni( 1 
\\" 

10. Fixed "" 
obiect 12 2 

11.0tlier 
, 
, 

obiect 1223 '5 

12. 

TOTALS 16580 48 
" 

TOTAL 
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR 

PERSONS ALL PERSONS PERSONS 
INJURED ACCIDENTS ACCIDENTS INJURED 

1 24 10 

256 296 29 281 

1856 13457 . 22 3034 

117 1146 2 115 
. 

9 19 1 17 

25 21 19 

, 

3 74 1 36 
: 

365 1042 12 452 
: 

2632 .-l- 16079 67 3964 I 
! 
\i 
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Planning and Research 
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Birmingham Police Department 
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