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In September .1974 a questjonnaire (Annex A), reference Speed 
Gun type speed clocking devices, was mailed to the agency responsible 
for traffic law enforcement for each of the fifty states. Thirty-eight 
(38) agencies responded. -

SUMMARY 

Twelve agencies reported the speed gun to be in use. One agency 
also uses the ray gun and three the MR -7 moving radar in conjunction 
with the speed gun. One agency is using the ray gun exclusively. 

Six agencies reported performing bench test with results ranging 
from satisfactory to excellent. 

Seven agencies reported a written performance evaluations. 

Due to the short time the units have been in use only one agency 
reported a maintenance cost figure. All other agencies' units were 
repaired under warranty. 

The average loss of operational time per unit break down is 
approximately two days with a minimum of 1/2 hours to a maximum 
of two weeks. 

Ten agencies reported the units were not damaged more often 
than mounted devices with one agency reporting they were damaged 
more often. 

No agency reported the units were being used by motorcyc1,; 

officers. 

Weak construction and/or design of the electrical connections 
accounted for all but one operational problem. One agency reported 
malfunctions when units are exposed to direct sun for long periods. 

Si~ reporting agencies have written orders on operational 
procedure s. 

No agency reported legal problems. One agency reported their 
courts required a quarterly calibration of the devices. 
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The accuracy, of the units is not questioned in any jurisdiction. 

All agencies reported their operators have confidence in the 
units. 

The agencies which reported a specified time for operator 
training averaged four hours with a minimum of 0 to a maximum of 
one day. 

All reporting agencies compared the devices good, as compared 
to other devices. 

The hand held speed clocking devices apparently are very well 
accepted by both the operating officers and the courts. The agencies 
acceptance results from a combination of a minimum amount of training 
reqUlred for use of the devices and a maintenance down time and repair 
cost that are withir an acceptable range. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

Department 
--------------~--~~--------.-------------------------------

Address -------------------------------------------
Person Responding ------------------------------------------------------Do you utilize any type Speed Gun in your Traffic Law Enforcement Progtam? o YesD No If yes, please answer tIle following: 

Brand Name? 0 West Bend o Speed Gun Model 
o Ray Gun Acquisition Cost o Other -----------....:...-

Bench test results 
---------~---------------------------------------

How do you rate its performance? 0 Excellent 0 Adequate 0 Inadequate 
Do you have a written performance evaluation? 0 Yes 0 No 
A verage maintenance expense per unit 

---------------------------------~ 
A verage loss of operational time per unit due to InB:intenance ________________ __ 
Is this highly portable instrument damaged significantly more 9ften than mounted 
devices? 0 Yes 0 No 
Is the instrument subject to damage by vibration when transported by motorcycle 
officers ~nless vibration free carriers are provided on their cycles? 0 Yes 0 No 

Operational problems ------------------
Do you have written orders on operational procedures? 0 Yes 0 No 
Legal problems __________________ , 
Do the courts or defense counsel question its accuracy because it is hand held? Yes No 

" 

Do operators have con~dence in the machine?D YesD No 
Length of training _____________________________________ _ 

Remarks: Compared to other devices 0 Good 0 &d 

Do you desire a copy of this study? 0 Yes 0 No 
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