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EBSTRACT v
In a one try at success condition, prisoners high in
an Achievement-low in test anxiety (HL} performed significantly
better than those low in n Achievement-high in test anxiety (LH) in a
noncontingent but not a contingent path. These results are coasistent
with previous findings involving prisoners and at variance with
results derived from students. Under the two tries at success
condition, HL's perforued significantly better than LH's in a
contingent but not a noncontingent path and bence are more in line
! with results obtained from students. The hypothesis that prisoners
; behave as if they were failure threatened is explored. (Euthor)
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Abstract

In a one try at success condition, prisoners high in B.Achievement—'
low in test anxiety (HL) performed significantly betrer than those low
in n Achievezent-high in test anxiety (LH) in a noncontingent but not a

coatingent path. These results arc consistent with previous findings

iavolving prisoners £nd at variance with results derived from students.

Under the two tries at success condition, HL's performed significantly

&

better than LY's in a contingent but not a znoncomtingent path and hence

are more in line with results obtained from students. The hypothesis

that nrieoners behave as 1f thoy were failure threatened 1s explored.
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The present study was an attempt to substantiate the relationship
between achievement motivatrion and future orientation for a prison pop-
ulation. The relationship was also evaluated when the subject was told
he had more than one attempt at success.

The theory of achievement motivation (Atkinson and Feathecr, 1966,
Chapter 20) has been elaborated recently by Raynor (1969) to embrace
fucure orientation. Operationally in the laboratory future orientation
{8 conceptualized as a contingent path where success at the immediate
next step in the path is a necessary condition to proceed ¢u to the
next step and failure precludes any further work in the path (Raynor
and Rubin, 1971). The contingent path is ccntrasted with a noncontin-
gent path in which success or failure has no bearing on proceeding to
the next step in the path. The theory implies that anticipation of
futurae successes or failures at steps in the contingent path arouses
a future oriented component tendency. For a success oriented individ-

21, one whose motive to approach succoss (MS) is relatively greater
than his motives to aveid failure (HAF), that future oriented compon-
eat tendency is positive and augments the nositive value of his result-
ant achievement teundency to engage in the immediate task. For an

individuzl who is failure threatened, one whose motive to avoid failure
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(HAF) is relatively greater than his cotive to approach success (MS},
this fuiure oriented component tendency Is negative. Added to his neg-
ztive resultant achicvement tendency this will create fercher inhibi-
tion to umdertake the task. In oclher words, an interazticon between
achievement motivation and type of patn is predicred. Mg Mo individ-
uals should perform better in a contingent than a noncontingent path
while the Mav*Mg individuals should perform paorer in a contingent
than a noncontingent path. The results of Raynor and Rubin (1971)
enploying four step and Entin and Raynor (1973) using two step paths
confirm these predictions.

In an attempt to generalize these reésults to other popuiacions
Entin (1972) conducte: a study similar in design to Raynor and Rubin
(1971) within the walls of a maximum security prison. 'The subsequent
results were counter to the previous findings. Prisoners who were
¥g>Mar tended to perform better in the noncontingent than contingert
path while M,p>Mg prisoners showed no difference in performance between
the two paths, Entin interpreted these results by assuming that all
prisoners behaved as if they were failure threatened. It was pointed
out, nowever, that all this was tentative for the sample was small and
poseibly not representative of the whole prison population. Further-
wore so little work with motivationai;vnfiables has been done with
prison populations that no past resghrch could be cited for support.

Method

Oze huncdred and one priscrers ranging in age from 19-25 years were

rh

solicited from Alto 2ricon, Alvo, Georgic, for participaticn in this
’ ’ [*] 3 -

[ o811

study. All subjects were sclected from inmates currently enrollaed in
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zcadezic clagses at Alto.
weod for ochicvement was asseswed employing the zrojective tech-

cue Jovized by MeCleliaond, Atkinson, Clark and Lewcell (1953), but
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1652) was employed to measure test anxicety. Each measure was then
roak ordered and split & its respoctive median. Ss were then simul-
tancously classified high and low on n Achiavement and Test Anxiety
to produce the four motive groups, Hi{, HL, LH, LL. It was assumed
that Ss in the HL group were Mg>Myr, in the LE group were Mip>Mg,
and in the HH and LL groups were Mg=lisp.

The dependent task was a booklet of arithmet.: problems eight
pazes in length. Each page consisted of 72 addition problems (two
digits added to two digits) constructed from a rindom table ¢f num-
bers. The booklet was organs.ed into four sections, demarked with
blank green pages, of two pages cach.

All Ss were read instructions leading them to believe that the
test they were about to take had been adjuéted to their ability and
would provide them with a 50/50 chance of success, Ss in the one
try contingent path were told that they had two minutes to work on
czch of the two pages comprising test 1.  Only those who scored in
the top half of the group for that test would be allowed to go on
to test 2 ard likewise successful at test 2 to go on to test 3, etc.
Those who feiled would remain In their seats until the testing was
over. Ss in the one try neoncozntincent path were told esseantially

the same instruction, except resardless of thedr success or failure

they all would have an opportunity to work on all the tests. Ss in
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the fwo trics coatingent puth were given zlziler instriéctions except
they were told that the twa pages represeated alternative forms of
cach tost.  Those who scored in the top half of the group on the
first form (page) covld skip the sccond form (puge) ‘and go right to
test two, however, those who fail on form 1 could try axain on fora
2. Oaly those who failed twice would rnot be allowed to go oa to
test 2, etc. In the two tries noncoantiangent path Ss we;e told re-
gardless of their success or failure on the two forms they would be
allowed to go on to all the tests.

Upon completion of the first page in the math booklet all Ss were
told to stop and the tooklets collected.

Results and Discussion
The mean number of problezs correct is depicted in Table 1. A

4 (Motivation) by 2 (TIries) by 2 (Experimental Condition) ANOVA re-

vealed main effects for motivation and experimental condition

rh

(F = 2.22, &£ = 3/8%4, p < .09 and F = 6.98, df = 1/84, p < .01, respec-

{r

]

tively). More interestingly, within the one try condition, HL S5s per-

rh

orzed better in the noncontingent than contingent condition (£ = 2.33,
af =84, p < .05) while LH Ss showed rno difference between the two path
conditions, Furthermore, HL Ss performed significantly more problems

than LH Ss in the noncontingent path (t =2.15, ¢f = 84, p < .05) while
the same comparison in the contingent path was not significant. These
results closely match those reported by Entin (1972) who also employed
prisonérs as.§§ and are at veriance with the results reportel by Raynor
and Rudin (1971) =nd Eantin and Raynor (1973) where the Ss were college
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Tn the t-ro sries condition the compariscas berween the noncontingent

—= ?Tisdners din the saze way they ore relzted in collepe students. Find— - g
c=d continnent paths for the HL and LY cotive groups were not sign.iicant. . . _ . :
" 2238 1or tae oune try condition renlisute ttose resorted bv Incin (1972)

; Pore Sntin .
Jithin paths, HL Sg outserfiormed the LE Ss (v = 1.49, = 84, » < .03)

lm

T PO 1 poar) o e = k3
Iz particular, ML prisoners performeé better im the noncoatingent inan

i e at

{a the contingent path whereas in the noncontingent path this comparison -
‘ ccatingent path., Entin's hypothesis that prisouers apgear to behave as 7 5
vieldad nonsiznificant weselts.  Resulis within the two tries condition ¥ f '

LJ.

£ they were all failure threatened is

<

iewed as consistent with these

appear similer to results obtained when colleze studeants.are exmployed as Ss. Lo

o T ) v - fizdings. Raynor's elaborated theory (1969, 1971) predicts that failure
A further examination of the differences betwezn the one and two tries - “

: tareatened S8s should perform better in the noncontingent than contingent §
conditions showed a tries by experimental condition interaction within the ] ! 3

path.
HL motive group but no such interaction within the LY wmotive group. That
1s, Ss in the HL group performed better in the one try than two tries con- : ;

dition when faced with a noncontingent path while two tries produced higher 1— —

performance than the 7ne try condition within the contingeat path (& = 1.83, 3
df = 84, p < .05). Tiis is further evidance that having two tries at
success tends to mitigate, for the HL 8s at least, the strong difference
observed between the paths in the one try condition. : :
To interpret what occurrad in the two tries conditilon, consider a §
in the noncontinzent path working on alternate form 1. If he succeeded,
he was f£ree to wmove on, but if failure occurred, that S was constrained
2 work on sltcrnzte form 2. This tended to give the noncontingent path b
the appearance of a c&ntingant path. Hence inhibition Jjncreased and, i ] p
as wruld be expected, “failure threatened" Ss performed less well. ' ‘ ; 4
Alternately, as the contingent path took on aspeacts of a noncontingent
path (a2 § could go on to alternate form 2 rezardless of whether failure .

hibition decreased and, as expected,

"Zailure threateaed" Ss performed better. ' i
; . :
I general, the zbove patteras of results demonstrate that individual : - k !

cifferences in achilevement motivation appear to be related to performance
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