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~ 
The collection of c:rim~ sta.tistics in -th'2 U3A is a cos ~:~y ;:· .• :d t;;.._ 

complex opl,'aration which involves 32,000 police lmits volur: f':,:',;:'31 -~ 
coopera'l:ing with the FaI, and report.ing ac(!ordiT"!g to w!?ll ,~st,-,b" ......... --...~ . ., 
I " h d d d -' "1 d" th ."1......' ~ C')" .I ?~ :LS e proce_ UIe~ e I:a~ e J,n ,e U~lJ..J: orm r:tm",: h2po:r:Tl.ng i i,:.~-\d!;:oc.~: ~'- />~~t .,/ 
Ye: i: this massive effort arnOl.uyj:s ,to little more ~;h;;!.n l!1~td'~,(:;~n~ 1I.:.G,:·.; ...... ;:t.~~;o 

-~­bookkeeping',11 as Robert Ko ~·~~~;ri;o:'1 appropriate 1:,; ca.lls it,) !,in'~:: ::. -:.: l:,c.c. ~;' 

d ··d 1';'''" -, . :> y oes nOl: prOlJ3. e more re J.2.0.l.e_:l.nrormc.'.tJ.on on c:: .. ~.tses and cond~·=:Ltl~.:>?::>-,' 

f " 1: d ....- t . J. --, <;-'tL o cr:1.me ~ren s ~n I..he na ~on 0 ' --{,;:? ~ 0;.:.:> 
-...""" , .".;7 ... (/' '> 
~I' t"':'f'n 

Howev,ar ~ when we consider th2\ t 2. l~ge m.r.mber of p:.:;l LeE".; r:Lrl' ~ ... ;, ~"1.Y'", 
me:uts th:t"c'lJ,ghout the U ,,$ c co not publish ,s~, s"tem~,:tJc I0D·.::,·:ri:S c·'" :;.~,.,; ".--:,'1:<..-

.lo" ..... ~ , . b • (. 0 ] C .. Sh :. : .....,,' "'. .-;:::J 
aCr.~Vl.l'l.es on a regu.!.ar as:J.s .1...')8 .• ~l1gE~_.CS o1mry" .el:J,:t.t~s CeD.:::t,. -r\~ -l 

m~:n"(; c~..nd tt.e tAFO are o'ats'tandi ng exc..;!ptions in this :c(.::~;p,':'::: t:) ; , <;. ;,;-.' ~, 
FBI Uz~ifo:rm Crime Report stands out n,S tl1e only ~.Ollr:ce ;'~I=: \'1.::;2,[;-/,\ .~ 
i!lfOT.'mat.i~n on oc~,.:.rr{mce 0:[= c.rim-= i~ ti"1e nat.ion:. T;1'~ ':i. ·i,J.:i. ty ';,~ ~~. 
the UoC~Rn ends hereo For, wh~n one attempts to draw v~~id~~~~ / 
c:onclusions i.'ro~ the U,~CORD thE~ ditiicult:;'o:-;s becom\~ a:~nn ':: ':J.~V;:~·,~::­
ITlolmtable 0 Sellin ~ ~'l(l:tfgCl.D.g ,;:-"nd Cress.ey have Q0.H':! c.on~;:i(:,~·,:·:')bl;.;: 

\'JurI:: to· hig.hlight sorue of tb~ f~::.nC'.ci,~s and sho:::·t'r:mn~ng::: '::h~,i', 

w0.r:lk.,;n t.'hi?:~e modes of public r'.:-;port5.n9 ~ tJ .. nfor !',u;;t):~G}y w:h.:h :t:r. '", -~ I.,': 
or nc.~ re!lul ~s:)2 

I 

The rese:ilIcher whv lool-:;'.:'5 t.o the Uniform Cr:i.rJ<?! !7.:;:,po:ct. ro'!' c, 
~onci3e a.T1d ;;.=tlid indicato:: -:.>f crim9' tren.ds is seon di!:e~l~·h'-'';tf.;,':l 

with the ra~h~~ primitive devices us@d in the report, s~ch ~s th8 
crude "crime ~tndexn and th~ ev(o;:n mcrfJ misleading ncrim~ C1.(';04:'-:" r: 
For a stri!<'..inl,J regulaxi ty , ob {:ains in the subst~ice a..;.d 1.1":. th!~ 

mo?ali1:~' of :L>?p'.:vrtin$1; they inevitably sugg·?st "(.:,;.:..i; crime is ;:;i.S:L1g ,; 

consistently and~ cn:e would ,::om:lude ~ almost inevi tr).o1y. yea:!: ~:::'h";;:.= 
yea%' 0 I t is difficult to di!spel the feeling that of:fic:1.al (!~::::.1il~~: 

'reporting in t.he us.~ serves prirua.rily the :functicn of in·tens~: . .f.yir,£? 
the :fears and apprehensions :In the na:t:ion's popt~lace, th'U,s fc,;:::Ui<· 
tating the justification and aocep'I:a."lce of ever mcu .. 11"~ir,g r'E:qu('si:s 
for more taxpayer's money to .f'ini:'l..!."1ce -3. prcgressi vely less 8if!~!c~;;iv'::! 
system of law en:rorceml:mt n..'1d protectioI) of' the ci ti:?;ans.., Si".:t~S!,;,g ;'h 
of police person..."1g1 and cost of police opp.ration has gon,~ j.~p over 
,the past t~ years at a faster pace than the pop~;tlat'ioIl of t'h8 
countr:", and Gven faster tl'u".n crirua i i:self 0 It is this s·~a:i:.e of 
disguised ignora..'!ce thai: led Sellin to :remark th~~i: "'the U ~s., b<'.l.:-: 
the werst criminal statistim.; of anv major Cowltry in th(~ t'J:d~,1,;::u:i1 
world,n3 

t __ .... ""-C. •. -.taoc.,.._ ¥CJIIII. ~-c:'IIIIC.:""--=,.,..."....---
Pap'?r presen~oo at the An ... '1t1al l\~:et:tng of the Amzrican SC'ci('tlo~'tC;;l,l 
A~scciatio."·l in New York~ Ang:.wt ;?,8;.> 1973:> Thi3 reecn.l'ch ~:o.s L"la.CI) Ill~,~;;li:lle 
by USE' Grant GJ 9230 Acknu~'led6'!':mt in givan to Ed HcK:.l."(:,Y" r.;f UCLA C!.'.rlQ ,,:(. Dc'!.:;;:;::;'.::; 
Ba....-rnss rlf St3JO~gS Uo fc·;:c theu' Y:L!.ua.ble l'ldslst:mce in cL~ta p:r~~31ng. 
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The shortcomings of our crime statistics notwi th'standing "'hey 
represent the only hard in.formation we have at our disposal 0:: a 
C?A'ucial sector o.f social li:feo However much we may want to critiC: 
ciz9, the lacl~ of reliability and validi t" o.f these .. -ta.tist':,.s .7 .:,J ... ~ , 

dec~sions ox major import~~ce are continuously ~eing made on the 
bas~s of these datao It is evident that, until an alternative a..'1d 
et£ective ,way of gathering reliable data on deviant b2havior :l.s 
devised and pU'l: into operation our nation will be guided by aV2c . .i.l= 
able officia~ st.atistics in i 1:s d~:-velop>':1~nt of policy to e1!.h~;,.c.~f': 
the level of safety .from crimea The present task of t~e SO~~~i .. ...... ...... £..4 ..... 

scientist is clearly a twofold one: 10 to p:;:ess :for systema'tic .. 
<:'.ccurai::e reporting of crime according to a compatibJ.~ and unif~:!:m 
forma t throughout the cou .. ntry; and 2 Q -to interpret crime tren.d~ 
~or ·th~ I?ation in a professional a.I7.d mea..&''1ing£ul way by dev5.sing 
3.nteJ.l::l.g:l.ble and, as far as possible'9 .simple indicztors of the 
risk characteristics of a given areao This report a:i.rns to con= 
tribu"',;e toward the second goal~ while striving indirectly to 
highlight the ur~ency of pursuing t.he £irst objectiv8o 

A closer scrutiD;Y of crime statistics suggests t.wo gene:r8..l 
hypotheses: loA crime inci.eJt based on geographical V<:'l..ri2,tior~~ 8.nd 
?n variations in cri~i:al be?2.vior (cri:ne<:3specifi~ cr:tm~ ind\:3x) 
~s bOl .. md to be, IllOl.°e J..nrorma.t.l.ve thml the currently c:\." .. ~de (.:,rima 
index: lNhich lu. .. '1lps 'togeth8:J:' all major crimes :for relo.i.:~I.vel" larc(-> 
areas o. 2 0 va:r~a'l:~ons ~n ~:cime frequency :fJ:om place to Pl~ce O;~ht 
t.o reflect varl.atl.ons 1n .... actors most cl~sely associated with 
crime :i..11·:ddenceo These factors ceU1~ in tux:n, be U5fid u.s va.lid 
predictors' o.f crime trends 0 '\'lhen we cons:i,der that "the safety Qf:' 

, .a given area is of prime co:nsider~·cion in the choice process bv 
which i;ndividuals and :fa.m:ilie~ decide where they will reside, :(.he 
utility of well conceived crime indicators tow.u:d apprising the 
q?ality of life in 'a given ~rea b9comes self evidento FurtheJ.mo~e 
i't is clear that l' however \'Iell fincmced our efforts t.~ stem the 
deterioration of the quality of life o.f,our nation» 'they wi11 be 
inef:fec'tiva unless, we have at our disposa1 better knoviledge of 
cOl,dit.ions i'ostering cr:ime 0 '. 

As 'a lirst step in this direction, we designed an. explo:r . ".r'l 
stud}" of comparative incidence of robberies in the. vaJ::ious cr.' . 
munities 'of Los Angeles County with the aim to establishing 
differential. susceptibility to high or low rates of rcbberj,es in 
the above communities~ 

The study of robberva ..... :~ 

The selection of robbery ror t~he purpose of developing crinm 
indicators 1'1 as , prompted by several. reasons 0 First II robbery is 
the one crime that combines vio1ence aga.inst the person with l.o~s 
of propertl-'o Second~ robbery is the only violent crime again~t • 
t.he p0rscn where the victim is most often unknown to th'a as::;c..il~·t~ 
and consequ2Dtly is apt to generate more fear and apprehension~ 

30 
. , 
Other violent crimes such as murder ~ rape.. c.\nd assault involve 

1: • h very 0.1. ten pe:r:.son~. W 0 are reJ.ai::~d to each other or h2-.ve at 
least some passing acquaint<':1...'Tlce with each o·ther 0 Th~rd" with ·t.he 
exception or "er~ small chi~d.ren, the .~~Q. population in th~ 
case of robbery l.S coext~nsl.ve with the actual popul<3.tion of a 
given area~ while :for Eost other c:d.rnes the ~)P.,5.l.J=.§§.. popl.ilation 
differs considerably f.'rom the tot8.J. populai:ioD. of t:he a:r.ea Q 

Fourth? robb.eries were s~lE:cted for analysis because of 'the low 
discrepancy frequantly observed betw2en robb8:r:ies committed &"1.d 
robberies repo:.:tsd or kum'm to thH police" Unlike oU19r crim-2s . 
:for wh.ir..:h a wide discr(;panC~l obtains betweRn t.h~ t·wo statist.ic::; ... 
robberies are (a£ter murd~~rs and after "'cheft) the mO::j't vi.sibl~:; . 
crimes.1 to the extent that th~ victims report wi th ~:t:.:f.£~T;';;::·t~ 

, regulcui ty most such ever.d:s 0 Sellin and' \']olfgang have c;rg!.loo 
that off0.nses most likely to be ri':ported in 2.. conHta.."1t xa'tio '1:0 
the total coromi tted w·e:ce those which inflict !';;ome bodily harm on 
a victim and/or cause property lo~~s by theft,$' damage or .d·~str'.tc,~ 
'tion Q a. hypothesis that s~;ms to be well corroborat.ed by OCCEl.:;::,:-J .. cnal 

• .tl F· 11 . "'h . f . . . crl.me s\.n:vey5io - Ula Yn J,n 1: e '.11.'2;<] o· prom,J.nent -:~'t'l.ml.nolcGi~;ts 

robbery :is rightly ~esn as the "be:U.wei.:her of:f.:'ence in th~ criE1'~ in.dl~):" 
in Am~rica today fI al thOl.l9h it may not necessa."Cily :ce?'.r:esent i.;h.~ 

most "c·ostly" crime: in 1965 the ruuotmi:: of money lost to :r.obbG:-c:ies 
in the nation was estiIl;u=.~:i:ed at appro.ximat21y $50 millionp ind!2~;!d a 
small :f'rac'tion of. the ~"''1:al cost of crime 0 5 

t>1e therefoxe came to th? conC':lusi~n that:;) ·wi thin th:} cen. 1::::211 
concern of a stat.e of the region j~eport9 na.mely the genexation. o:f 
indic.:;.tors of quality of life :.roJ:' a given regi.on:. a well £oZ'n:n. .... l.;.).ted 
index xor robberies in a given area ought to provide a. s'tgni.iiC:;':\llt. 
and ecor.omic reading on Olle of' the m~jor sourcas of :fear amm:g OUI 

peoples and suggest' a viable methodology tovlard ge.. .. "lE?ra:til'lg add.i= 
tional indicators of sa:f'etr and/or riSKa 

f , . 
!~e researcn ~siqQo 

For the purpose of "this proj0Ct the area of interest was 
limi ted to Los fulgeJ.es COUl:rty n Co\..mt~1=wide r~i?orting o:f Cri:r.l8· 

incidence requ.ires a simpl<:1 aggrG'gation c:f detailed dat.a :four .. d 
in the U oeQRo ~ b~t we were .intez:€'~tcd in a mode o£ T.::'!po.rting '~hi:lt 
wou.ld provide aCf~u:ra .. 1:a reading or vm:iations h?tVleen !1U£fj.c~,~nt:1:\'~ 
sm2,11 comt'C".mities in the county? while at 'th~ S2.me time 9iv:i..n9 ., 
indications or conditions that appea.r associated with va-riatiQ,"1.!.J 
of crime between communi i:i~~s 0 To th5.:; end 'we established a. COin·:..> 

parative rt\."lking of the corr..m!Jni "i::ies ~ id.en'r.iiied rf!1ationsh:i.p', 
between crime data and census data,. cmd compared ou.r. j.::.,.ndi.."l0~"J 
with dat.a on ~rception of crime~ deriv~d independently in 't.ht': 
cour sa of a coun tye;:·'.'Il ne survey <' 



~Y2Pe of the researcho 

Our study was limited to the 77 incorporated commu.ni"'~·ies ",i·th:in 
Los An.geles County and the 17 police reporting dist:cicts of the' city 
of Los Angeles (~""1 area coextensive with the '70 pl21nning div:1.sions 
of the C:it'7)" Th "8 . • 1.T e -.:: tL.'"lUlCOrporated plac2s in the Ccm .. ntY·,\7ere not ' 
J..ncludea because they were too CL"1.ome,lous wi th res ..... ~~ct to th!:'> con 

t -" 1:-' ."" - => 

:ep . ~~. COIIlJI!1..m.~ ty" we were using s.> r~ely a poli tically' and zcc:i.ally 
l.deo'r.:U:l.able i.u:u.t which :forms -the most specific XP£".-ont 0..;'-' .; 1c ," oF • .... • .. •• -;:;.1. .. ,! .... ....c. •. :"n C:~-= 
.. J.ca',.J.on XQJ:: people living there:i and £or which Crim3 statis1:i~s 
and c~~sus statistics on a comoarable gecgr2ph~c b-s~~ ~~e an~~l~bl _ .. ..' _.J- ~" .... ~"'. c""'""- ,v-c~.~ eo 
~"J.·i:h~n the COtl4'1.i:y or Los Angeles!} police jurisdictic::ls do not' ~~~= 
nleJ· .... <!"i:" c " "~a'<'h • .t"' t .. ~ ... ;l OJ.IlCl.Ce W~ to comrrrt .. !.rll. ty bOln.'!.daries nor with the 'l':V-~L'~~ c, '7' ~b • • ~ - .~-. :n..~ 
usea :v. '~ne Bureau of CeIlsus" The bound.a.:ries between C'8nsus Tr:,~.cts 
and PolJ.ce Reporting Districts shoH' great variance a.nd on',,· ;f"'"" c·· 

.. co .. t -~ .. .L.-..:. .. .;.:.:JI 

~J.on~-:: o"V:rlapo The 'work ox establifohing common. u.ni1:s of mea.'3·;.~r~ment 
:-Yld ... :l.o.ent~al areas ?f d:tscour5a~ 1:he~e£ore .. present.s grave problems 
... hal. ,:ontJ..Iluously brl.ng home to 'the resea:&:'cher the d~sirabili t.y and 
p~es~J.ng ne:d to le9is1a.te homog?.IlE;!(}uS jurisdictions :fOI the \m:d.ous 
~U.b~:t~ serV:lce ope:rations (such as Census s Police\l Education 9 H~o.1.th'i1 
\lel£2.Ie~ etc,,) as an absolute precon,di tion :for a re-'" ~ble .... ". -.c 1,:' . 1 ' . r. - .. ~~ "",110 111et;'.Jl:Lng eo 

.J.. U .. cc:ta ac~.ountJ.ng" . . 

.~... ~1'!: :r~fsea.r?h ox ~obbery zoates p:r.o-ceed~ through J::p!-"~ majoJ:' 
w t;eI?s () J.n the fl.rs·f;. step we pu:l: tog~tlH~r ~.ata on robberies fu~ the 
7? ~f!.c~rporated cOlnI!li.lni ties in the County and the 17 police divi=. 
Sl.on~ :i.n the. City ,0£ Los Ang:aJ.es :fo"!; ,tOg :fiscal vea.:rs 1961 and 
1970 F • -thG closes'c match to the Cens\!s' ~f~a:rso lolJe r.c:.n1.;:~d 'the 94 
lcc:at:3.ons ~ th: basis of~robbe:rv rates p:ar 1,,000 popl..'f.lationl) 
arr~!:i';.g.tng tnem J.~ descend..1,ng ordeZ" :from the highe:st to the lo;v:-~s·t 
rat.e; on ths bas~s or ~h9 1970 census data (se~ Tabl~ I)~ Rat.~~ 
of ir~c:ccas·~ i.n populat.ion and in :r.obb~~ries be·t;w2en 1961 and. 1970 
were; Co ~i lcula:ted :for each comIIIuni ty ro A simple j.nsp~~rt :-on of trends 
a,s l.~lUSi:r~t.~ iz: T<?~le I i~r ve:t:'~' illt.uuinating i ror it suggests 
hY·POi.hl.:':s'2s al"Jd hJ.ghll.ghts anomalies 0 

The second step consisted in selecting the six highest and 
sbc 10".'les"t J:aI'.ldng communi ties £"01: further anal;"'sis us:t.ng the 1970 
c~m~us datao Frota among t.he info:rm:ltion provided by the census 
we sele~ted vat:.iables ha,ving to do '\vt th COiIlffitm:tty populat:ion d.tstri-=> 

bution o age groups~ economic status Q education? employment!) housing 
and poverty levelo . In the last step we comparQd the statistics for 
robberies in the various communi ties '!,'/i th the data of a sample: of 
respcndents :from the same commu.nities on their perception of safety 
in the cOlIum.:mi ty 0 In sel'ec'ting the J.2 commtmi'tics with respeco;:, 
tively the highest and the Im1!;?st incidence of :cobberies!) l,.'ie le£'c 

~ t" ~ La ~-, .... d . ou.\,. sec l.ons 0.... s huge ... es CJ... ~y an b~~p<:\ssed a £12;W comrnWlities 
outsid-a Lo~. J\-ngeles s because 1:hey were signi£ic2.ntly out of propor­
tion xor compElXiscn or because we did not have complete dl.l.ta '!:oJ: 
them 0 

Jh e 1. i.:;.ndin.'l~ 0 

Tc\ble I vividly illustrates the 112g1 timacy 'of our questioning 
the curreOl't usa of I!crj.me index 9 " which pr·zten.ds to gauge crime 
rates by ltl'np:i.ng tog~:rthe:r all seven major. crimes (w1;~,le) :i.gnc:d,ng 
population va:ciations between cOlT'..r:::.unities at. different times" Scm\? 
of the comn-:u.lli ties stucliedlj :for instance ~ have E!xperienced consid-;,~:;:~ 
able percentage ill.crease in popula.tion during the pc,s't d'.~Gades bat 
have e:~~risnced a sign,if'ican1: deer.ease in robbp.T.'i·'2;s (e 0 9 '" \·Yalnu1;" 
caa..\,:emon t.,.. t-lonterey Pa'('l,,~ Artes:i..al' Ros~mead:> El r·lon.te;> \'15, ttier" 
Hawthornes Rolling Hills) 0 On t.he o·ther hand • .;0 C?>lll'" <'-\";':J:v:~S 
commw..."'!.i ties where th~ p(]pula:r.ion had actually d~t;;reased, while 
:r.obber:i.es have increased con::-:i..de:rably 0 ' IvlzUlY sections of t,he C:t t Jl 

of Losl4,geles rep~~s~nt this situationo 

The considerable range of variation bet.ween h:'i.gh=robbery rate 
communities' such as Compton and Central Los Angeles? on the one 
hand

ll 
and lr)w=:robber~~ rate c0Ii}.mu,"lities. such as Glen.dora. 8.nd A}:cadia s• 

confirms the hypothesis that c:r:i.IUe=sp~cific 2md Gornpz..ratively o:c~,-gi--· 
nated indices can ",ell a different and more meaningful stoI:ytha.n 
do indicators derived through illegitimate aggregation of statistics 
and geographical sites 0 The conventional Fa! "crime index" for 'i:h~ 
area all\ but submerges the fine distinctions and the anolIi~.lies th~i: 
stand out when specific crima rates are calculated for specific 
locations on the basis of specifically exposed populationo 

The inescapable conclusion of our study is that population 
alone is not a valid base :for defining roezmingful .indIces of crime 
rates and threats to the quality of life in a given areao Speci+ic 
subpopulations by comIllUJ.,ities and at different 1:imes evidence con.". 
sider able variations? which are all but neutralized when indi~es 
are devised on the basis of illegitimate ",-ggregatiooso 

,. 





\Vi th the help of 1970 Census datz.., 'we explored possible aS5ccia"" 
tions be'i;:wGen HcommunityH characte:cistics a:1::1 :rates of robbe:rieso 
Table I c\9n.in indicates thai: l."ates of X'obbezoies in the: 94 localities 
studied l'E.we c.hanged considerably over ·the past ten year s ~ but v.lso 
tha.t the range of vari2 ...... ion between th~se rates has widcn~d con~ 
sider ably in the same periodo The percent :'nCrGilSe in robbery rates 
sho'HS E:-,f(~n greater v.t\zoiation .from COfl1..illUnity to comi1nlJ."lity.~ for ·the' 
two tlm~sstudied~ fro~ a decrease of 47% in £1 Monte (where popu= 
lation has increased b:./ 39%) ~ to an increase of 1S2'i% in Pasadena 
(whei\~ population has incre'as0c by .:;%) 9 a.."'!.0.. t .... '1 ir:cr?asG of 621% in 

1 .1 (' l' .... " -. • . n ~A , 1(f~ ) E . Segu.n~o where pcpu.\.(llol.on 0,,\'5 ~nc:t'ca~~ by .t. 10 0 \112 surmised 'thai: 
a compa:rison bet~'1e'9n high=:r.obbeJ:'Y",x&te con::IiTtlni·ties f.U.'lC law=:J::cbb8xy,,-, 
ra'i;e communities would pT.'ovide some clur~,s to th~se vru:iations 9 <?nd 
possibly lead 'to the esi:ablishjjj~nt of C.'\ predic'tive equa'tion ox high 
aTld low r.obb~ry prone' comn:u..'1.:!:t:i.as 0 Usir-g a B:i.·.:.;~·jed regre:.;;sion. p::ogram 
W~ wera able to es1:~bl:i.sh n. c:o:r:rel.? t::!.Gn Ba1::r:i.x fOJ: .each socio ... 
econoInic.:··d~l"Jographic v<.l:J:iable for wh:!.ch we b~.\(l Census ir..:to::r..·mo .... d.OI:'. cmd 
\'i'h:tch cOlJ.ld be thought of c\S iuflttencing robbery rates 0 1\'/0 depen.,... 
dent v~.ri8.bles weL~ cOZ"lside:red th:;:Ollghou'l:; 'the abao:!.ut:e nurnbe:t: of 
:robbe:d.es (.f.:\:squencies) 1 <:m".l the number !yf robb~ries per 1;: 000 
persons (rC:1,tes) a Tz"oles II,~ III9 and IV shot"~ ''the original data on 
robbery ~4"ld' :3ome of th~ ro.o:r~~ ireportw'1t Gocio=<2ccnomic",,-demographif! 
va.riables for the communi ti'2S ,a".~alY~E:d 0 
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;1.9'"10 n6b1~al"J.~s 
S:panirin F&.irJJ.:i.e~ 

To·{,~.J. \'nl:t ta B:\.1:.r::k S9J.!";':"!t.'1'l13 ~fJ.:"!l.b81.· Gf Bcllj"J PQlVf'~ 
Robber;i.~;}. t..'l, OOO~197.0 

;.;!11?;h ~'cb:?\· ·CC1TllI1rIo\ro.tie~~ •• 
(...- .... ~----....-.-

£;:.~~!:2:~ p~~!!~~ ~~~~ '?2p.!f~.ltl.£!:!. Fnrr.il~~~E .. . ?T1::r,;r.1,c'l7~~~ 

Cr:rnpto'l1 6~o 80 396 78$493 ~O~470 ;:63)~35 :W~6~6 17;182 29$')1~ 

~.. 1 .(4J~.l.~i!I)O( 46Jv 50:1.2, 90~m.4 'f7,\1606 J.o~aa 11~.O59 24~l~OO 1~30) 
,,' 

gU!'l "'\ ~1~t:O~' l")i:l.l"~"= :1. TJ.A '0068 33 9196 ~2 9';:6 , EJ ..... 4~ 1') "!i4 " •. ~J. ... 81 957 999 
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PcM~&'/~d:':!:J. 1160 40 0$9 J 1 '3 ·~51. • ..I.~l.. 04 GO ql ~ ~ l>.!l-:J , 8 '!~'"l 
... 9,;)"·' ~'(~.\l991 289479 2~:.t99 

1/~~1'" r~bb~~ Cc,!1iJTlunitieti .. ;.------~.~ .. -~ ..... 
X.~.Ti ct'na 5 01))86 '~2.99)..\ 12~769 '74 2~oe4 3~274 202 

C' .. tul'c;n!Ont 
. 

8 OO~i~l 2.3~Ji80 22,732 335 l,336 5,,16'9 l66 

PJ);'t).ir:·e H:lJJn Efltates ~ 00332 6» oJ.;) 5 9'~t' ~ .~;;J 0 362 1,~O6 32 
Sier.!"!:. Ht~,..i~~·o 4 (: .. ,~; 

IU .. It.;" • )'2»lho 1l»B47 18 865 3»132 104 
S.~n H:;.:rino 1~ Oo~82 14p~42 _ 149195 0 868 3.11 965 76 ' 

WeJ.nut 1 00161 Sp992 5,9804 9J. 472 1~1,W,l 00 
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. ,,' TA13tB III 
c..:.-.4E1_~""~ . 

INeOHE AND 'ijousnra CHAR~CTER!STICS .:. SF~ECTED COHHUUITIES LOS ANO~ES COUNTY 
~ .. ~~"'~a&-";:='r=~-....~~...,~ ... ~-r~""':-~"''' I~~nlt' -- --

N't4"rtoer or NUl!£be~ of NU::,jba~r of Nu.t:l hl)1' crt 
Ii' l .. ~m:1.1~. e s Fi!:Ii'1:tllos Iltmt,0:r .. · N'U.'!:,~ber. (1)f n~nte:!'.{)co 0 

19,,'O Robberies . Mean Frunily Ut~'MI'&.,QCO 0 Reni~r~Ocoo Oc~upied Pel"sorls",Unit Um,t'8 With 

'. 
' Robbej;)j,es /J.I'IOOO.,,:t970 Ineo~ Bal,on Povo Belu1Y' POv 0 Units Rm.}.ter .. "Oc:c 0 No Au't() 

High Rcbb\)~ Cornmuil1:~1es"""'" .... - .... ----....... 
.,......iJ~_:.:,:~ ...... *_.0,-"1 ~~.~ ........ f'II.a~" ""~b""""'" .. ~~~ • r -

"q~ 

..-.t:.-..... ........ __ ..,,-.:o~~-:.:~~"'""' ... .,...'I' . 

CO':~plGon 660 80 396 91l3~2 1,240 29420 8,469 3 .. 39 2~2$9 

. Ing..\ewocd 461 50:t23 .~~~ 783 8J.4 2~467 23,377 3077 3~3?6 

Hun t.ingt,on Park l71 50 068 9~4139 36h 11'708 lO1)95'0 3005 ),9~36 

LYEiw:~Cod 109 40360 "0 ""3 C1':l9 1p190 7~9l5 20 68 l.9~W9' 
.;.. ~,I ... .. .,) 

eu.\. Ver. City 133 4()28~ l3J1 B74 236 623 ~~751 2040 717 

\ '0 40 059 14 ~~~h J.,,46l 4511;2 241'939 2ol5 6~ 8m .. 
Pt\S.~{i6~.\!\ I.~Jj ');'.J ,. , I ... 

!:~:.!~:?bb,~~L COi~\i.t~t tie~. 

5 00386 1l,99?~ :t,O ,," 1906:\. 30'22 lBO 

l.!!.!,,~'l e r'ne 
- ;; 

8 Oo3hl ., I. 0 80 :1.1)0 393 2.940S 2o):l L4$. 

0.1 ar!in:,,:;l\ t J.,-,9 " 

0 1:1,(') 4 ,.t~ 0 
,~ 003:32 _·,t' J 02 32 01::.;1 

Rol.1.ing F.~,J:l.s E~'tD.tos ",. " ... ~? • , 

1,?:.8h?.' 
.: 223 l..,759 2o~4 199 

S:tel'l"(1. H .. ~,dro 4 Oo~~?'9 
• :' .. I~ l77 

4 o a (:,82 )2~92) 
-< 90 30 37h 2072 23 

San 1Ja rln:i 

l 00167 1'~?37 48 74 306 ';Q41 ~O 

'-1<.J.1.ut, 
' , 

6 
I) 

,- -



TABLE IV -_ ...... ......--.--.. 

..... 
, 

Robberies NUluber Number ltU\1/'! 16 .. ·21 Femo 16 .. a MsJ.es 16.·21 FeMo 16 .... 21 HUes 2~~ 
~ 191'0 /l~C()O l'~.J.ae Fem31ea ntit. Its Or-ad 'Not RS Qro.d HoSo G;~d RoSo Grad wI Leas 

Robbel.'":$.os 1910 14·<~4 y' ") Ur~er.:plo1c.:d Uf~.~mnlC:j't~d Uk'l.sr.lpl'Oycd . Uj~employed 3 yrs rIS ",l~">'~ ! 
~,;~...z-....r:::;...~,:", .. .:..:.JR cr:,.:J.~t.""_~."~4 "'~_:"..I;..""w .. t r *. :'C..t1 _ .. "t6C. ...... :..-I;A .. ~'"-c:,;_:.4;I -~~.-:~- - ~-...... • H ____ 

i!h F1(,hbe:l'V Carnmunltiea "' .... --.. -.. .:;: ...... ~ ,. .. ...... ......-.-..... 
r;rnptcn ' 660 ' 80396 'l 1'~3 . . n ,,';I,. B~ 7·f1~ :35h 64, .440 8113 8'!)39;; 

T!g:Ls'wuod ·46.1 $01'23 7p 781 8,]60 :i.3'~ :~4 160 540 8p 741-

'unt.ington Fuk l7l 50 068 2,.3"(3 2,vB79 75 33J, 57 237 5.0 866 
,,' 

I 'Y'L~/O"G 189 1.1,,360 31 60.3 39937' 34 21,8 62 284 5:1,35 
·w. ver C~~ t,y J.); 4,,28;; 2~ "/06 2$361 "'r! ';J., 9l 92 138 2~868 

F.lS:ldenil 460 4Q059 . 9~970 lO3 229 203 350 ~52 637 99576 



Hicihl:'..ohts of fi .. '"!.dinas" . 
~., ....... .::,~._~ ____ .. -:r~ 

fc'xom o~r cor.rel.3,tion tables ~ d2£inite trends emerge which 2.:ppear 
to confi:cm some well 1'010"·,';n patterns in crime incidence" i'li thin the 
12 c o:nmu:7j.1:ies studied" t.he 'Y~hnic2nd the cco!1omic conmosi'l:ion of 
the rOpuJ.a1.:ion ShO~N a significant d~~rea o£ association' with ,cates of 
Iobb(?:;::';/o 

Va:ti.~ble 
1:;L"~07" ...... =..-

\'Jhi te population 
Spfmish populQ.tion 
Bl~~k population 
M:2.:;L'1 :f.amil).' income 
% Fumilies bel~» povezty 

laval 
N~2-n Number P~rsons!Rent~:t' 

oc~upied units 
% F·E~.tnilies owner cx:c~pi,?d· 

bG! la-,q povsrt;! 

TABLE V ........ ~--

",,0 0 S'J 
0021 
0088 

=0066 

0087 

0059 

0('75 

, RobbQries/lOOO 

0045 
0065 
0 0'11 
0 0 12 

-00 12 

.... 0 0 14-

Oo~l 

Y8t a."1.oi:~·'H~r strong ass(xda"tic11 1.\i~.S fOlll1,d to obt ... yLn between -the 
p,~rc\:~nt.:'l.ge or u!·Y':il1ployed pBopli?, ~""ld robbery ra'tcs in h:7.9h rObb2.::!."'t.! 

C!)li1i!iI.~,n.:.t.·L;"es 0 lrrE:spectiv8 of wh,~"t:hB:r \'i8 ~c41s:td2r tn.? rates of 
, , 

une;np:toyed. ma.l~s or £emales~ high sC!J:.\oo~ gradua"tes or not;! th8y aLL 
ShClW ~1l strong posi'i:ive cO(2,iiicient ef co:r.rel;"tion ranGing be->:wof>~ . , .; - ~ ..... -, ... 
0067 2.hd 0095 0 On the otheT. h?.nd, whr2n W~ look ai: 10..., robber'v corn."" 
ICllni 'd,~;:s 9 1;h~l.l: ctJ:c:r.ala:i:ion dirninish;??s c:\,r.;d in mC\ny cases bGC010~S' 
aJ.moso;; :t!~.s:tgr:iific~~;.t 0 

\ 

., 
" 

I 
I 
1 
! 
j 

j 

f 
\ 
\ 

130 

communi 1;.ies h?:vina t::t9se c.ha:cacteris'tics ?.r<?' eXDosed to a cons5.d~T.abJ.e .,., __ ~~ • z: _._ __~~-:~~~~_~~ __ 'T1" ____ M.~~~,_ 

hiqhGI orobabJ.,lit.v of b'~.inC1 Tobbe:r.'\" '\d.ctim:3 than :ls '1:1-:.0. caso? ·,.,.:i ·th 
c:._~~='~"'" . rsr_rl~ ____ ~_~.:;..t."::"-.n..... "~~" __ .~ ___ "'-"-"-.r_.,,:.-:..::...r .. 

EeopJ.e J.i vinq in Q'i:;her conffil.mi ties" Ide hCl.v~ no way of id"::'ntifvinq 
~e;r.fic~U);, ~ho -:thl:)~~;tI;:;-c{';;;, whether th£:y belong to the"' co~= 
rnunitySl or happl'.'o to be outs:!.derso The indicz:'cion\l hOHever, :J.!':' very, 
strong tha1: peo?J.e living :L."l less Ic:rt.Th"1ate cornmuni"d.es not only ht:.l.v~ 
to enc1t1.re a lClv;e::c level 0::; economic a'f£lu'P.nc~~ but B.re also mvJ:,-,: 
exposed to m.an=m2.de thre~:~s alld risk.s that d.~i:(?X'ior~!.t.e fu~-tnex the 
qua1ity a.n.d desirabilltj:' of their t;!Dvironmen"to 

An a.dditional essential eleme-nt of cm: s'!.:udy ~':a_s "i:h9 comparison 
of em: qr:.antitative data with data on perception of c:cime~ as r.:'Jcordea 
by the LAtl1AS IV Survey condu.cted by the StU:Vr.-1Y Res~C0:ch Cent2~ of: 
lfCL!\." \Va concerned onr5tF!.lv.~~ with '\::wo Surv~}>· <;rIles-cians of primar~y~ 
imDorta..,,'1cato perception !)f rnan=m2.d;-b'azards 2.nd risks in th~ ccm"" 
mutiityo These two qU<?stions WEn:e to gauge the respondent;,:' p8j:,C':~.?pticn 
of neighborhoo'o safety. $ a.>1d the F"xlCwledge of neighborhuor.!. Crill].;;~ wh:=m 
CO!ilpC:.IOO to oth~r neighboT.hoads" 

Our basic cri ter:'on W,;\S to snli t the· 94. comcn,lc.'"1i tit~S c,,rbi -;:x~,z:ilo;:; ~ . f ... 

into l,;>,'iO groups of high t':l.t!d low robbr~ry rates using v. ~:<::.t'2 of 1,,5 
robber:les per :1.9000 p?rsons a~ 'the, dividing linea N£:!~::t" we listed 
'the:s-9: two groups in the i:en L~t'-lAS SaJ:lpling RG!gions. a,.nd ".:h~m con-:..., 
structed two tables (Tabl~ VI MLa VIr) portraying th9 d:tstribu·ti(;~ 
of p~l:'cep·tior. of safety 0.nC crime lJ e>:prass9d as perceni;ng€.s of. i:b,:!! 
~o~al numb~r ox respond~~ts in a given Regiono 
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, . 
LO':/l Rc)b'b:.!'rv' Corl~:m.m~ t.,:i.~~& A~~0:7:c::trhO *0 Po:U.t"t9 R~tt""s:'t~ 
Q,Q .... '"I'_..,._~~ ... o&! •• .:"....·rJCt(OA~ ... ~ ... ~.,......:~·~~ .. ;utf ..... · .... , t __ .. "" .. ~~ ..... ~ ........ ~\oo\.v...._ ........ r::.;u:~~.~ 

. t..At.1P.S Sk\m"{:>l1.nQ ~~\.-((.dol'~ 
\ .............. , ..... l~t..Jot. __ ~* ___ i.4i.....,......."'- ... III~~~~ .. 

1 0 2 0. 

Alhamb~a ,Rl S'S9und~ 
Bu.xba\.~l~ 

Glendale 
SOoPa2~:tClena 

Mun't0l"GlP Fnrl' 

P~rccption 
of. SC:'..f c·i;.~,.o 
~ ...... d. ,.. •• ~ 

Very S.::lfQ: 
::)~.f\~ 

Fairly Safo 
Uuso.ie 
Very Unsafo 

.' 

3 0 40 
Hc,:croosa . B~ach DO"mley 
r.l3llh2\t~a.."1 Beach Nil!t.VlOod 
Lomitu Artosia 
toxt'cince L&.ltewcoo 
Palos Ve~d~!! 'ngt:~" "LaHirada 
Roll.l!lg Hills. 'Iidt·rj. Carr i tos 
Rolling H.U.lo 

So 
Ba).d'~1:tn Pa.r}: 
El ~!on'~e 
I.e. P~~:!:'l1lt~ . 
San G,~b!::tal 
I:twilldale . 
c: ...... ~ Elt.I:Ir.·~'''''''· \W"I,J' ,'" J,.;; _ •• ", .. u.~ . 

D~::').l''t.~ 

A~u$~ 

Whi. t.tj~c-:-.)l'· 
~'1 0. CCTJir~!l 
CO"J',!.,,,.~, 

2:~o5 
~:l,4 06 

10S 
0..,'0 

~_~U'..:. ... "' .. 

100 p Q' 

. l.'ol.1ple City 
Sen Dirt" ... 'ls 
(;1 (!'!~do~~ a. 

. Arcadia 
, ,LaVo:t'nc 
'C11~~r ':·!'!noi.? t 

·· .. S·:1m::ro. ·r.·!~dre 
Sr.,n .lolru::!.no 
t.lJalnut 
B.j!.adbur~ 

1: l'l c'h~! ~;" t;:;; 
f'i.'~pH:;;)la 

?:~.co I~iv~ra 
r.1.cmZ:'ov:l.~\ 
S~X4'Z:C Fo spxoings 
ROij.t:;nl<t~4d 

.' 
: 



6~ 
Vo...n NIJ,Ys Lt)A~. 
\1J'::,~st Vallo)? L.",.~o 

D~:Jonzhi:cG I. oA., 
l-l'J.dd\~n H:1.~O.~~ 

1704 
3303 
43 0 0 

5 0 8 
0,,0 

~"'.'~;"""". 

l.COoO 

N\,)l"th HolY.-Y1'l--,:ocd ~\ 
F'cothil1 LoA 0 • 

10 

" 

" 

90 

. 
1:901 606 
36 0 8 31;,5 
35 9 3 4::J()4 

509 1:102 
2t~9 " 1-) (>3 

01101..:.<...:' ..... .......... UIit: ........ ~ ..... 

:: C-'J" 0 1.00,,0 

Lo119 Boa..::h Cczlt~k:rtt'.l LeAo 
Rar .. pa-tt, L QA ~ 

Hollem,b(N~k LtlAo 
H .. ~\:cbo:t' LeAo . 

North(;Mot; ,1 .. aA 0 
~ 

, , 

10 0 1 
16uS 
5507 
1309 

-.-;.hl ... 
~,OOO,O 

j.Oo 

P~lmdal~ 
Avalo~~ 

1109 
28 0 6 
48 0 4 

709 
:9. 0 .:.~ 

~...". .. '".1III~.:.. 

100 0 0 

. N~vrt;o!~ LeAo 
77th LoAo 
Sou·thm~~t L¢A,) 

i/ 
(; 

I, 

" 
1/ • 

_ ___ _ ______ ~ ___ !t 
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.' 
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D!f.'f.'flRE.NTIAL PBRCBPTXON O~ NLUGH30rmOOD CRIMS COMPARUD TO· 01'Hrm 
Ne!GHbORHooDS IN HIGH AND try • .., ROi'!!38R'l COM.i\mNrrn.tS 

~..,.. II .... .l"'~~ • ........ _ '.'lI'~""""'" 'c'· ............... ...., ............... , .... -~ ~ .u .. t .......................... ~ ...... ,....., .. Ii~..,. 

Quostions How much crime do yO~l t.hin~ thQre is in this neighborhood compn:rcd to othor. neighborhood~l 
in the Los Angeles Area? -

h?Vl ~~~~~-£q~:Lt.:t~_~£2.~~t!19-~~h\.qS~r;.8.~q~~~2. 
tAi"U\'S SampH.ng R{-~qicn 

, ...... i.,Iw ... ,... .... ,.(';lIIIt-._ ........... loIo~ ..... ....,I._~.' ..... 
l&) 20 
Alhambra El Segundo 
13tn: ba..'1.l< 
Glenda.le. 
Sou ~,.h Pas:1.den~ 
(v".onter~y Pax-It 

., 

Hermosa Boach 
i'olanhattnn' Bench 
Lo!\~i ta 

40 
Downay 

.. ~1c.ywood 
A..rt-esia 

Tor.r~nQ~ L.a!c;.lJ2wood 
Palos V~:t:d~s Rs'~ ~ La lYk"l\rada 
RJt:Y).l:l.ng l~ill.s Est 0 Cerri toa. 
RolH.ng Hills 

50 
naldwin Paz'l~ 

£1 Mento 
LaP\lcnt·a 
San Gn,brif.:':ll 
IX1,,:lindD.le 
SOQ R1Mon:l:a 
Duar'ta 
Azuntt, 
WhittiO:I: 
\v ~ Covina 
Covina 

Temple Cii~t 
San DimD.s 
Glt!ndo'S: a. 
A"CD.di:;.'\ 
LaVC':trlC 
Cl[l.t' ciuont. 
Sim:ra {\~d7.'G> 

SD.U MD.rino 
Ivz:.lnu'c 
Brndbm:y 

Percepti.on 
of C:cim2g 
~~, ___ o.l",'Io..,..L,1IiIJQllIIWIt 

Loss 
L0SS 

-About 
More 
More 

thc...'1 Mcib~ 2200 35 0 0 3S>c,2 .' 
than Some 51.,,9 2309.:- "'~Oo2 ., 

th0 Sam9 17(10 ~:'Q2 l? ... :-· 
thc;-.n Somg 61)6 608 609 
thc.n ('lo~t l09 501 1llO 

~ ............ ~ .. ~-~,,. ~ .... ~ .. !'" ...... 

lOOcO 100 0 0 '. 10.0 0 0 

ll~rz!?-8£!?e.<!::}~9.g!!!~}j..t.~ ru:,...&tsP~_t:Q .. r.1?2ds~~"J.~£E£!t~ 
Pa.aadcna ~'lil~hiX'e LoA Q. Ingl(mocd 
Sru"l FC:!rmJ.ndo Ho1..l!f'.'iQod LoAo Cu1.v~~~ C~ .. ~y 
t<lon't'ebGllo VG1'lico LoA 0 G.;;u:dcna 

No Los Angeles t,~\AQ Sti\n'~a l~·! .. :mica 
!-·z.w~1.d:\l 0 
S~..,at'ly Hills 
Hawt.horrJc 
H~r.1tmdo B~o.ch 

2SQiJ 
4505 
2203 

405 
'2r;7 

~t...""~':A" 

lOOIJO 

V~~:non 
COl::·rr~\o:r~ 
I-Iu.n~i::ir.rr~~on ?ko" 
I:N:Clvrood . 
H~.WCl:LiM G.lrdono 
CClllUl(:;rc G: 
Boll G~rdeno 
Sig'itr;.l Hi 1.1. 
Soi'ith Gata 
p £:\ .. 7: ~mC~il11~ 
Ct.~~'f,~hy 
Bu1.1..11 
D~ 11..4. CJ\'lO't 
C·os $ em 
Nm,:'V!c:,l1~, 

.30 0 5 
1~:1\!I 0 
2208 

3 0 8 
109 

.Q..&...,........w,:w~~ 

100 0 0 

Irl.dustzoy 
Pomo.';<.t\ 
PiGO Ri VOj!'~ 
Monrovi~\. 
S4Lnt~ fi'o Spr'ings 
RosGmcrad 



0, 

v'e>n Nuys !..nA .. 
• ,! \:: s t Val h~:.t I~ u\ ~ 
:):!,'Jonsh~ 1';-: L~A" 

Hi.ck~ei! IIi ils 

26.4 
4202 
2'1- c I:.l 
6~6 

0",0 
h.h).O 

7" 

29,8 
41J~3 

10.,4 
7~5 

.3.0 

" 

---lOUcL) 

.... :. 
NOl."th H(')lJ.~!Nooc.l L .. Ao Lont;! aQaol~' 
roothill LeA" 

8.,1 
31.,1 
44e6 
13 ~,5 
2~7 

• ............... , .. ...a.: .. 

J.OO"O 

Cenb:it-1, L.Ao 
~C4mp~,u: t L nA " 
r-!olletlt,)eck ~ .. A., 
H(~.!'.)or L"A •• 
Northe3.st '-oA~ 

12~O 

3703 
2,2 Q7 
};2 '" 7 

5 - ':~ --.0.-_-... 
lOO~O 

. Newton L 01\" 
77th L~A~ 
SO' .. !.thwest L .. A.o 

lOu 
P~lillda.1.e 

P. Vt.\ l on 

1702 
4100 
3101 
8.J 2 ,. 
2~.5 

~..,., .. _hopo/<O 

lOO~O 



" 

" The corrrpa:rison of the LAMAS IV Survey with ~!t;;,al crim?- _v;'9bb~r~J 
data shows some interes-l:ing g211eral trends: --, 

10 Perception of neighborhood safety ~"1d crirae is sll::ewed 
to-;JIal:d a feeling of greater safety and less crime than, 
is justi:fiable on "the basis of the police datao 

20 Commu:ni ties wi-'ch low l:obbery ra·tes have more accura'i;~ 
pe:.:ceptions of levels of safety and amount of crime c 

30 Central and south central Los A.,.geles (Ci'ty) people 
perceive high ~r1.ple r~~ in their communities ~ but 
at the same time ·th:ay pE'::;:cei'v9 much less cx-ime r; 51:. 
,than their perception and the aq"ttlal data-~~u.I.d sug<20 
gesto 

In sum, perception of amount of crime and levels of safet.y seems 
to £all off as the crime rate inc=eases, indicating the existence of 
some threshold of tolera.:.J.ce for crime or an avoidance' reaction ... 

rii verge..."'lce bet\'1een. actual crime inc'idence and pexception o:f 
crime has been suggested by various studies 0 Ou.: res;';!arch s~e!!lS to 
corroborat~ i t considerabl~7 0) It wO!.lld appeoz that 3 all. in all. p 'we 
may be on our way to accepting high cxime incidence as part of "the 

, American 'way of 1if eo 

Summarv ruld ccnclusiona 
.,.. '-' .- ~ 

It must be made clear that, in spite of our ef£ort at procass~g 
available data in a m~ingful and detailed manner, the procedure is 
on1y sugg';.stive of al'te:!!'nate ways Ior genera.ting indicators of satet~~ 
and crime propensity in a given areao The use of official stati~ttcs 
in conjunction with independently derived socio=eccnomic~demog~aphic 
information obta.in~d through the censu:s' ?a.s led to better. analyni$ of 
risks and threats to an individual in a commu.nity~ 2.nd a begiml:!.,ng 
attempt on a predictive modal £or both in~ividuals and policymru;~rso 

The results of this study do not E~ .=i~ represent new :findings g 

the substance of our conclusions is ge:.'lerCllly shared kno\vledge) 
thuugn impressionistic in large mcasur20 However p the go~~ess of 
£i t observed in cur eq'..!a.tions suggest that t.he informn:tion av~ilable 
thr'Q~gh o:ff'iciDol crime statistics is not s,? tmrQliable after a:tl~ ~d 
can'b9 \lsad to estimate p within broa.d margins o:f erl::or of course, the 

. degree of risk of crime of a given area on the basis o:f known social 
c:llarz.cteristics 0 

0: 
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• The precedinc ?.ccount illustrates some 0": ~h!=> -1 n" i''; ~l s· ... ep , h . ' - . Os - ~ .... _u_ . .:.c., \. S ~'ie 

ave ~alcen :tn 'l:b.~ ,1irec"cicn of developing cJ:'ime indic?:.i:ors oi"grC".::a-cer 
useft~"l.ness th:m thl<) cnQS cUI):'e."ltlu available F"' .... .t:rom " • l' , ." .J' 0 ~.l. SllO'W'-Ilg cora-
p e'c~, :es~~'cs) ,!;h:!.s report il1ustrate$ work ~ progress 9 poini:,ing to 
possJ.b:!.l:l "C:!.9S more ·than to SUbstantive find::.n,gs 0 " 
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FOO1"NOTP...s . 

, , 

Ro Ko r.l:~n=tonl1 in N~w P~~sP~Ctiv9S for R8s~a.rch un Juvenile 
~-E£L~2?~ 000 by'H:~ t'li~-3Dd nri':'K~s!tY;-li'JMhingt~~ 
DoCe ~ Uo S.D GOl1~;mmant Printi.~g O££ice ll 1956~ po 32) 

S~ 'xo.-: insta.,c~ Thor;;;i:ein, Sellin end f>1arvin Eo t\~l.:t'gang l1 

~~~'s~~.e:::>on';: of-R;:~1.i£~~~2;z. (No Yo \'l:i.ley 1964)!) and 
Douald Ro Gl:'(.;:ssey IlCrimall :Lt.". Cq:p:.f:emoo:rn7CY Socia.1. P;:,obl~~ l1 

(-!Clo by Hobart Ko M~to:l and R;-l)-;:t't Ao NiSb;;\~ '""{~"Ha.rc;.'i'xt 
' • 9 

Br~9 & t'lo~ld, 1966)$ Lu Rad::inowic::: and Ma Eo t'lo1fgang (edso)' 
'!l:~ __ CrininaLi.!l Sor.:ie1:"l.v Volume I, (N 0 Yo, Basic ,Books i 1971) 

3 

5 

," 

~~ta Ssptember 9~ 1957 g po 49 
'0 

~09;Sl:r . Hood and Riclu~d Spa:l~ II !S;;Y. I ~~~%9 in C.£i:.minoloqZ 
,No ,,!¢ lJ'.oCGraw-Hill~ J.97'1. po 35) 

JDhn Eo Coriklin~ ~~~~~f.o and" the S.;',imJ_rft~..:..Just~.c::o~~i!~t~~ 
(No Yo J o B,? I..ippinc'.rtt l\, 197~» po 3) 
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APPENDIX 20 

CGiPARATlVE ROBBrnr TRENDS 'FOR T"rlE CITY OF NElf YQqK 
AND TilE comm (F LOS ANGELES., ' 

in -(.he 'na.ti,tn. ,P..ecant17 o. }w"'tlver 0, .~~ Naif Ycrck ~ toy, Ha.'<1d, In:!.~H,tit.d 

has :m.ad3 available a. lilU,tad ~ctlllt. c.f ~ens~ data. far iht; ~ty t£' 

119')f York ?y Pollca P::'ecincts ( N" Y, Timaso Ju17 30,,197J)!' By cC<abtn]~ 

sc~ or thesa d.r.ta lIitb ltith data. f:N:n our study ~ ~ t~ gGna~te 
" 

t~ro ~e:t" tables Hhic.-.h ~ar a. F- ~vley o:f' ';l~iat1ons end sii3na~ltio,a . . '. .... t.· ,. 
batn9n tha tvo ~tropollelS. (TClolt! I. 1 and. X ... 2) 

" 

. 
'~bbsry v1ctW..za:tlai :rle!t in tha :fiv-a ~1ts dnrtns ~~su.~ ~~er 19'700 , . . .... 

'l'e.'bl3 X-O. V!'.J:'1etlCl3 in rcb~ rete~ :rac t,he :five" .,' 
: .' ~cu,gh.s of' too City c€ Ii eo.l Y ~k in 19700 ' 

ik-a:(;11.gh Po~ui.:~;tiQl T(;GI Ro!.:lbr:~ies ;per 
1970 Rob1:-erl.~ th'7.u:~.:cd • • Ii -----

~Iurut..:t.~tan' , ,1,534,,:314 ' )1,'138' 200 7 

:arcn:c 1,471,616 13,,578 
'. 

9.2 
" 

:sr~ , 2.596,906 19p ,528 705 

Q'k-~s 1. 982,YJ.7 8,919.· 4.5 

S~~ll IsJand 29.50443 339 1,,1 

Tctal N.Y.C. 7w 88Oo626 74,,102 904 

."L 
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