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Bureau of Criminal Statistics 

PEACE OFFICER INVOLVED HOMICIDES IN CALIFORNIA 
1971-1972 

6/741M 

This research l'1'rort was UIllll.'rtakl'll at thl' hl.'lk,t III' SLlk Sl'llatnr Arkn (;n.'gurio, l'hairman or a 

legislative cOll1ll1ittl'1.' I.''-.amining thl' Us,' (.1' lkadl~ !1.lh'L' in law I.'llfnrl'l'll1l.'lll. 

Data in thl' study \Vl'rc gathl"'\.'d !'1\)111 p"lil'\.· ~ill!1ilt:lr~ {\:port", thl.' nil's 1)1' thl' Vital Statistks 

Section of the Dl'partll1l'llt of Pui11k Ik\!Ith and:l tll'\\"P:1Pl'f dipping 'i1.'ni l'I.', 

II()\IIClJ)I'i Ol 1'1 \('! (JlllCIRS 

Twenty pl'acl' offkl.'l's wl.'re "lain hy lrilllillal ufk!ldl'r, during thl' tWIl-Yl'ar "pan or thl' "tud~ - 14 in 

1971 amI six in lQ72, .\11 1.'\!l'IHkd dj\(U,..,jpl1 III tll,:,,\.' killing" is a\aiJahk ill a Burl'au publication, 

"Homicide in California, 19",' I-I ()~ 2, "\ brk'! \lll1l111ary \11' th,' finding.., show.; that I () of thl.' 20 

were whitt.', 13 \\'I.'rl.' 1I111kr 3:" ~ l':th of ,Jg,' ,:nd t!J;\i .tll \\,'r,' ~lhll to dl.'ath, Handgulls \\I.'rl.' lIsl'd in 
12 of the cases, 

II () \ II (' II> I S BY PI Ii i C! (If'l \( IRS 

Table I ddails till' di..;trihutiol1 oi' Illl) ,k;il!J, (lj 1'1.'l',,'I>·,L:in by Pl'~jl'(' ()tlkl'r~ in Iq'j and 1()72, 

The study unit is thl' l'()l!nt~: ill ,::bl'", ill \\!l:c'll ll,d( III llll'!<.' .11' tile' d\'.tlll~ all' tr~h'l'ahh' t() (lnl' 

specific agency within till' l'(llll1ty, ,t,lti"tiL'" Il)l' llh' ;ig;"lll'~ :l1'l' ~lipW,l in p,Ir\'l1thl'~"", 

The counties 011 tIll.' list. with thl.' L'\(.-pli, "J "I' \l.lrin, King .... S,m!:! Cnll <Ind lIulllholdt. alll'(llltain 

250,000 or mort' inhabitant...: Fr..'SIHl ('jl(lnt~ i, tlh' ilnly ,'OUIl!) \\itl1 a p\llHllatillll (if OWl' .':"O,O()() 

not repre~enkd, 

The Southern Cali((lrnia ,,'ountks !!I.'lll'l'akd (111,3 PI.'I\,I.'111 (If polkl'"I\'btl'd killing, ,!lId «~.') perl'l'nt 

of felony crimes: equivaknt figurl'''' fur tIll' San Fra!h'isc\l B:IY :\1\':1 \\'1.'1\' l,U, and 23,0, 

respectively. Thes,' l'()mparisol1s \Wrl' matk h\ ;J!!gregating thl' hllllliddl's ill Snutlll'rn {'alif'ornia 

counties and in tIll' San Francisl'll Ba~ \rl'a, ,Illd L'oillp.lring thl'lll with thl' l'OlTl";p{ll1ding total-. of 

felony crimes rl'porlL'd in thl' twu 1'1.'gill1h, (',llh111ILiatl.'d t'it!I[I'l'''' \\'l'I\' lIsl'd to ;lv()id till' dhtortiollS 

which can arisl' (rom the l'll1plo~ llh'[1t ()f Slll.ll! 1111111l'riL'al hasl's. 

Tahle 2 dl'picts the difJ1l.'lIltil's l'IlL'Il11I11L'l\'t! ill nbtailling an ;[CL'uratl' botly or suh,il'l'I mat ter for the 

study. The first column ,,'ontains ,,'as('s (5:") which \\l'rl' rl'llnrtl'd in hoth the pnlkl' sUlllmaril's and 

the vital statistics and which wel\' attrihllkd to l'llfprcl.'llll'nt <fl.'lion, 'I'hl.' ne\t l'oltllllll emhracl's 

incidents missing from thl' polkl' slImlllark~. hut presellt ill the vital statistks fill', and l'orrl'ctly 

ascribed to polkl' opl'rations (2Xl. TIll' third hl'ading til'sI.Tibl'-'; L';tSl'S (M{) ((lund in hoth sourl.·l'S hut 

not identit1l't! as !l\)lk,'-l':illSl'd in thl' vital ~tati"ti\: ... lmkrial. 



Thus, about 73 percent (If thl' cases art' found in hoth filL'S, but only 33 percent are correctly 
lahekd <I'> of pulk\.' ()ri~i!1 in bllth '>lllll"l'l',>. 

It can he seen that dependl'lll'l' on a sin:de sour,~e would result in a sizable underestimate of the 

probkm. The Burl'au llf Criminal Statistks has now institukd pnll'edures to insure that as reliable a 
cOllnt as pos,>ibk' will hl' maintain'·ll. 

An a priori l'xpl·,'tation - that the greatl'st proportion or pnlice-relakd homicides arise from assaults 

on oJ'fkl'r,> - i'> conl'inl1,'d hy! ahk 3. Of thl' I (ll) 1\.'p(l!·ll'd cases, II X, or approximately 70 percent, 

originalL'd ill this la ... hil111. Sllll1ewhat ~urprising is tIll.' fact that thl' largl'st pl'rcentage of such 
as'>aults \WJ\' provllkl.'d hy misdl'llll'allor il1\l.'~tigati(lns. 

Fatal confrontation'> bl'1\\'I.·I.'1l ollkl'rs and ~USPI.'cts O,'I.:ur most frequently as a result of patrol 

adivitiL's (Tahk .fl. TlIi ... l.'ir,'lIl1lstanl.'t.· a,",'ounls for 75 percent of Slll:h inddents: detective 

olwrations prudu,'l' till' (lJlly nth,'r si/ab1l' prllportiol1 of caSl'S - 15 percL'nt. 

lahk 5 shuws that susPl.'d tkath:-. inl'!'l';!Sl' during thL' hours of darknL'ss. From thL' daily low point 

or 5.3 111.'1\',·nl in tht' artl'rI10l1n, tlll'Y risl' 1\1 11.2 pL'rl'l.'nt during thL' thn.'L' hour pL'rioti ending at 3 

p.m. to 1 7.X Pl'J'l'l'llt at II p.m. III 2().1 at midnight 1\1 thl' pL'ak 21.\) lk'rcent at 3 a.l11. 

Tabk (J points tll (lutsi(k al\',h as tilt' 1110-;t l'llllltl1nl1 S'-'l'l1l' of fatal indtknts. Over onL'-third of the 

tntal sJayings (It',"ll! out-(lf·d(hlP, pI'l'sumably ill thL' ,'OUl'SI..' or the commission of a lTin1l.'. OnL'-fifth 

or till' h(llllkid,'~ tak,' pb,·1.' ill !lw \ Idilll',> r,'"idl'lh:e. sUl!gl.· ... ting family ljuarrL'1s as thL' soureL'. 

1111.' distrihutioll of handguns in Tahle .~ prohably [l'i'lt'ds thl..' l1u111hL'l's of difll'rent caJihL'r WL'apons 

,'arriL'd hy orrk,'r~ rathl'r than prl'li..'rt'nl"l'S by polkl' fUIll'tion. 

Ahout ,~.f pL'rl','nt of tho,>,' kilkd had (lilly (lIlt.' wound, whkh for thL' most part \Vl'rL' int1icted by 

revolvers. TIll' (\\'o and tln,'l' wound ,'atq~()ril's inL'ludL' approxinwtl..'lv 24 pL'rcent of thL' cases. also 

Jargl'ly tra,','ahk to handguns. It thus appears that sllch \wapons typkally producL' hetwL'en 011L' and 
lhi\'L' wounds. 

Tahk' <) shows that IW kgal ae'tions rl'sltltL'd j(,()l11 X2.2 Pt'l\'l'nt of thl' inL'iliL'nts. The only substantial 

hody or adilll1S wel'l' l'jVi1 Sll i Is. wh it'll WL're tikd in 13 pl'rl'ell t of thL' l~ases. 
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TABLE 1 

.H'RISnrCTTON OF :-InN PEACE nFFICER llomCIDES 

Report lng unit 

Total 

Los Angeles County. 
Los Angeles Police Department 

Orange County 
Riverside County. 
San Bernardino County 
San Diego County. 

San Diego Police Department 
Ventura County. 
Alameda County. 

Oakland Police Department 
San Francisco County. 
Santa Clara County. 

San Jose Police Department. 
Contra Costa County 

Pleasant Hill Police Department 
Marin County. 
San Hateo County. 
Kern County 
Kings County. 
San Joaquin County. 
Sacramento County 

Sacramento Police Department. 
Monterey County 

Salinas Police Department 
Santa Cruz County 

Capitola Police Department. 
Humboldt County 

Number 

169 

101 
(51) 

5 
4 
J 
!l 

(6) 

1 
5 

(3) 
7 
5 

(4) 
4 

(2) 
1 
3 
2 
2 
2 

10 
(6) 

2 
(2) 
2 

(2) 

Total 

Percent 

3 

lOO.O 

59.a 
(31.4) 

2,9 
2. I,. 
1.8 
4.7 

0.6) 
(J.b 

2.9 
(1. !l) 
4.1 
2.9 

(2.4) 
2.4 

(1. 2) 
(j.6 
1.8 
1 .) 

1.2 
1.2 
5.9 

(3.6) 
1 ') 

0.2) 
1.2 

(1. 2) 
1 .) 

Numher 

93 

56 
(3D) 

4 
2 

5 
(4) 

1 
3 

(2) 

(4) 
3 

(2) 

1 
1 
1 
1 
4 

(1) 

1971 

Percent 

100.0 

60.2 
(32.3) 

4.3 
2.1 
1.1 
5.4 

(4. 'J) 
1.1 
3.2 

(2.1) 
4.3 
.~. I 

(4.3) 
3.2 

(2.1) 

1.1 
1.1 
1.1 
1.1 
4.3 

(I. 2) 

2.1 

Number 

76 

45 
(23 ) 

1 
2 
:~ 

1 
(2) 

;1 

3 
1 

~ 

1 
1 
1 
h 

(J) 

L 
(2\ 

:~ 

- --

1972 

I Percent 

10('.0 

';9.3 
(30.3) 

1.1 
2.6 
2.6 
4.0 

(2.6) 

2.6 

I" () 
1.3 

1.3 

1..3 
2,6 
1.3 
1.J 
1.3 
a.u 

(!.,O) 
2.h 

12.6) 

:~. b 



TABLE 2 

DOCUHENTS AND SOURCE OF REPORTING 

+V.S. +V.S. +V.S. +SUN. 
Year 

Total. 
l-- I.SUN. t -SUHl ~su!:~ ~-:C':==C:C-:---=-=-1-":'::-

1971 .. ... 93: 40 i 20 \ 2fl 2 

;:::,., of L~~. __ .~ l'oo:~ L 32~: J~-".:~ J. 40~: .. ~ 1.2 
Note: SFN. = Police Summary Report. 

V.S. = Department of Public Health, Vital Statistics File. 
+ = Included in. 
- = Not included in. 
P.O. = Caused by police officer. 

aRe ported three different times. 
bReported January 1973. 

TABLE 3 

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSE AND TRIGGERING EVEh7 

-r-
Assault on Assault on 

-SUN. +SUH. 
+V.S. +V. S. 

(not P. O. ) (not P.O. )a 

14 1 

3 
11 1 

8.'3 0.6 

Attempted 
escape or 

I Total peace officer private person Appeared armed resisted 

+SlT:·!. 
+V.S. 

( n,' t P. ll. ) h 

O.b 

Other 

f;":~~r::':' 
Police activity 

Total . . . . . . • . 

~- -.---~------_._----
Number Percent Number Percent 

. _ ... _--_.- ---

ll8 100.0 3 

-~U:b-~r 1 per~er~_t __ 

'3 

Number ~erc~n;- _~~m~er 1 percent-

9 - 36 1100.0 

Felony investigation. 
Hisdemeanor investigation 
Service of warrant. • . 
Narcotic inves tiga tion. 13 7.7 

I 5~ ji 3~:! 
Traffic stop. • . 8 4.7 
Suspicious person . . . 28 16.5 
Other. . . • . . . . . 2 1.2 

-- -~-~-- -- - ~-~- - ~------ ~- ~~--- ----

38 
46 

2 
6 
4 

21 
1 

32.2 3 4 17 47.2 
39.0 1 3 8.3 2 
1.7 1 1 2.8 
5.1 

l 
-

3.4 
17.8 
0.8 

3 4 11.1 
4 11.1 
6 16.7 

1 ~ ___ 8 __ 1 __ _ 
1 



Year 

1'<'tal. 

1971 . 
1972 . 

Year 

Total. I 

::;;:J 

Num­
ber 

169 

93 
76 

Total 

Per­
cent 

100.0 

55.0 
45.0 

12:01-
3 a.m. 

Num­
ber 

37 

24 
13 

Per­
cent 

21.9 

14.2 
7.7 

3:01-6 a.m. 

Num-I. Per­ber cent 

:; x;:; 

PEACE OFFICERS' ASSIG~~ffiNT 

TABLE 5 

HOUR OF DEATH 

6:01-9 a.m. 

Num- Per­
ber cent 

7 4.2 

4 2.4 
3 1.8 

9:01-
12 noon 

Num­
ber 

11 

8 
3 

Per­
cent 

6.5 

4.7 
1.8 

12:01-
3 p.m. 

Num­
ber 

9 

2 
7 

Per­
cent 

5.3 

1.2 
4.1 

3: 01-6 p.m. 

Num­
ber 

19 

8 
11 

Per~ 

Cl'nt 

11. :2 

4.7 
6.5 

6:01-9 p,m, 

Num­
her 

30 

15 
15 

Per­
cent 

17.8 

B.9 
8.9 

9:01-
12 midnight 

~um­

ber 

34 

18 
16 

I'"r­
cenl 

20.1 

(' 



r----

TABLE 6 

PRENISE OF INCIDENT 

======----'----::::::::------------'--:::----------"--'-T--'----~:::-~~~-=-::--==r==-=--=-=--====r====== 

T"l"a1 

Year 
--;;;l Per-h=-+ cent 

Total 

1970. 
1971. 
--~-'-

li69l]i 100.0 
93 55.0 
76 45.0 

Lodglng 
Vict im' s 

residence 
Jther 

residence 

Liquor 
es tab} ish­

ments 

Per- Num­
cent her 

12.4 10 

TABl.E 7 

Per­
cent 

5.9 

2.3 
3.6 

Other 
husiness 

Num- Per­
ber cent 

29 17.2 

15 8.9 
14 8.3 

PEAr': ()FFICERS' HEAP,',;, IW Nl~ffiER OF n:TRY \Wl'NlJS 

Number of entry wounds 

~-:----:-:::--c-~---'---- --"-- - ----,- -, --' 

-~ut:::]~---I::;i~~ -1-- --- ---
areas facil it\' ; l'nknpWII 

~u~-- ~er~- ~un: P(.~- i ~~1~1- [ I'.'r­

her -==-n~_ -:li'r-~:~:--F'.':~-l ,,'llt 

;i _;L; __ ~ j:;L ;J:~: 

( 



Tot 

197 
197 

Year 

a1. . 
1 
2 

Total None 

Num-I Per- Num- Per-
ber cent ber cent 

-r----- -~ 

169 100.0 2 1.2 

93 55.0 2 1.2 
76 45.0 - -

-

One 

Num- Per-
ber cent. 
-.,~-- f--~~ 

56 33.1 

30 17.7 
26 15.4 

TABLE 8 

NUHBER OF SHOTS FIRED BY PEACE OFFICER 

----"-- __ c' _____ ~ ______ ~_ 

------.- -- "--~---

Two Three Four Five Six 
------ --_." 

Num ... Per - Num ... Per- Num- Per- Nurn- Per- Num- i'cr-
ber cen ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
---- "~".-

23 13. 6 17 10.0 15 8.9 10 5.9 12 7.1 

16 9. 5 8 4.7 6 3.6 5 2.9 9 5.3 
7 4. 1 9 5.3 9 5.3 5 3.0 3 1.8 

-~------ '----- ~-
L-. ___ ~L ____ ___ L---. - -~-.~---"-~--"--.~ ----

TABLE 9 

LEGAL ACTIONS AGAINST OFFICER OR AGENCY 

Total None Claim fi led Criminal suit - ,----------- ----- -"-------.~- ---~-- ----- -------- .. ~-----~-
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Nu;nber Percent -----t------------ ~-----~-- ~- .. -~----"~ ~ .. ~--~---

Total. 169 100.0 139 82.2 3 1.8 2 1.2 

1971 93 55.0 79 46.7 1 0.6 1 0.6 
1972 76 45.0 60 35.5 2 1.2 1 0.6 

-.----~ ......... --..,..-.---~- - ---~--
- ---.---~.-.~- ----~~ ... -

Seven Eight 

Num- Per- Num- Per-
ber cent ber cent 

-- .-- ----
4 2.4 2 1.2 

3 1.8 1 (j.6 
1 (J.6 1 (l.6 

---"--_. ---~----~-.. -~'" 

Civil suit 

Number Perc('nt 

---~--~-- -""-~'"--::=.::::"- -".::----:.-:-::=.:::. ,---~---" - --"-

~ine or 
morl~ t'nimo;m 

Num- Per- Ntlm- Per-
ber cent ber c(,nt 

26 IS.!; 2 1) 

11 6.5 2 1 -) 

15 g.9 

Criminal ami 
c Lvil snit 

Number Percent 
----~--~--".--~ -.-~~~--~-

22 13.0 3 1.8 

12 7.1 
10 5.9 3 1.8 

-.-~~-

- -- - -- --------------~--~-------------------------.------------------

( 




