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KENT COUNTY CONSTABULARY 

Chief Constable's Office, 
MAIDSTONE. 

26th February, 1974. 

TO: The Chairman and Members of the 
Kent Police Authority. 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report on the state of 
crime in the Kent Police District and the work of the police during 
the year 1973. 

This will be the last report to be submitted to the existing Police 
Authority and I would like to thank the three Chairmen and members of 
the Police Authority during the past twelve years for all their many 
kindnesses and consideration both to myself, and to the Force which 
I have had the honour to command, during that period - we have indeed 
been lucky and we are more than grateful for all that has been provided 
for us over the years. 

I have the honour to be, 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

12,~x~~ 
Chief Constable of Kent. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

ORGANISA'.:'ION AND GENERAL ADMINISTRATION OF 
THE FORCE 

POPULATION, ACREAGE AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE FORCE 

The latest available estimate of the Registrar-General shows that the 
population of the Kent County Police District is lj 434, 960. There is one 
regular male officer to every 607 inhabitants. 

The area of the Kent Police District is 922, 039 acr€\s, and this amounts 
to one regular male officer to every 390 acres. 

AUTHORISED ESTABLISHMENT AND STRENGTH OF THE FORCE 

Men (Regular) 

Q) 00 00 
00 

'-H H .-l Q) .... .... 
0 .a '.-1 ~ ~ .... ro ,.q Q) Q) u .... U 'd 'd Q) 

00 I=l ~ 00 
~ .... Q) p., 00 

00 Q) 
~.-l 

Q) Q) 00 H 
tl .-l 0 .... .... Q 0 

~ U .l2l~ l=l l=l .... H '.-1 • .-1 H 
U ro 

~ '-H 00 .... '-H H H '-H Q) Q) .... 
Q) • .-1 00 Q) Q) Q) Q) 00 00 E-i 

'.-1 00 ~ -.-I p., p., • .-1 p., 
k l=l 

0 ,.q 00 0 ,.q ;:I ;:I ,.0 00 Q) 0 

U ~U UCI) U) U ~ CI) U E-i 

Authorised 
Establishment 1 5 13 31 55 118 329 1811 2363 

.-
Actual Strength on 

1 4 11 30 52 126 302 1604 2130 31 st December, 1973 

Excess - - - - - 8 - - 8 

Vacancies - 1 2 1 3 - 27 207 241 
-

(Does not include 43 ufficers on secondment or central service or 11 candidates 
who were accepted for the Force and awaiting training). 

Women (Regular) 

00 
00 

.... k 
~ 0 .... Q) u 
'd Q) 00 Q p., 00 

00 Q) Q) 00 H 
tl .... l 

tl l=l 0 .g ~ H .... ro • .-1 u ~ H '-H Q) Q) .... 
Q) Q) bD 00 E-! g. '.-1 

p., 
k l=l 0 ,.0 00 
Q) 0 

CI) U \::: CI) l) E-! H 

Authorised 
1 1 Establishment 2. 10 70 84 

Actual tltrength on 
1 1 1 7 65 75 31st December, 1973 

Excess - - - - - -
Vacancies - - 1 3 5 9 

(Does not include 2 officers on secondment or central service) 
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RECRUITING AND WAST AGE 

The recruitment and wastage figures for the year compared with those 
for the previous year a]:'e shown in the following tables:-

Regular Officers 1972 1973 

Recruits (men) 161 ) 150 ) 177 
( women) 23 ) 

184 27 ) 

Transferred in (men) 19 ) 16 ) 
16 

(women) 2 ) 21 - ) 

Retirements (men) 35 ) 49 ) 
49 

(women) .., ) 37 - ) , 
'" 

Resignatior.s 1 - 5 years service 53 76 

5 - 10 years service 16 27 
10 - 15 years service 7 11 
15 - 20 years service 1 3 
20 - 25 years service - -

Transfers out 11 25 

Dismissals 2 1 

Deaths 5 3 

Overall yearly gain/los s +73 -2 

Cadets 1972 1973 

Recruits (boys) 40 ) 
54 77 ) 

89 ( girls) 14 ) 12 ) 

Resignations on Joining Force 53 55 

Other resignations 10 12 

r • 

r 
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CADETS 

Instead of separate establishments for male and female Cadets of 
150 and 12, respectively, the established strength is now an overall figure 
of 162. The actual st"<3ngth at 31st December, 1973 was 114 (90 boys and 
24 girls). The number of vacancies was therefore 48. 

CIVILIAN STAFF 

!§ Q,) 
Q,) i>'1:l'+-i ?J 't:l 

~§$ ~ 't:l 0 
Q,) 

~ ..... CI.l § § ~ ~ t\I ,,... .S .... .. S t\I .... 
0 ~Oj f:-i ell .~ .S il .S ::::::: ::s 0 '+-i r. § ~ e s 0 ~ § .~ :s '1:lQ,).! c~ ~ 
f:-i <tlf:-iC,.,l ~~CI.l c~ CI.l ----

Authorised 
Establishment 252 591 254 127 

Actual strength on 
31st December, 1973 215 526 233 120 

Excess - - - -

Vacancies 37 65 21 7 

VARIA TrONS IN AUTHORISED ESTABLISHMENT 

The following variations in the authorised establishment were apprc'ved 
by the Police Authority and the Secretary of State during the year. 

Change 

Increase of one 
Inspector 

Increase of one 
Chief Inspector and 
one Inspector 

Increase of one 
Chief Inspector and 
three Sergeants 

« 

Reason 

To provide an Inspector in 
charge of the dog section 

To provide supervision of new 
Traffic Area Headquarters at 
Sevenoaks 

To supervise and control 
Special Branch duties at 
Pegwell Bay and Ashford 
Airport 

Date of Home 
Offic e letter (Ref. 
POL/64 - 2024/1 /3 

18.4.73 

18.4.73 

18.4.73 

~~~~ __ """""_d'--_____ ~ __ ~ ___ ~ __ ~, ______ .... 
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WORKING WEEK - REGULAR FORCE 

The 42 hour week was worked up to and including 1st October, 1972, 
since that date all officers up to and including the rank of Chief Inspector 
have worked a 40 hour week. 

APPOINTMENT 

Chief Superintendent E. W. Bright was appointed Commander in the 
City of London Police and took up his duties on 1st January, 1973. 

Mr. J. A. Dellow, Assistant Chief Constable, was appointed Deputy 
Assistant Commissioner in the Metropolitan Police ·on 1st July, 1973. 

Superintendent G. F. Hughes was appointed Staff Officer to the 
Commandant of the Police College, Bramshill with effect from 10th September, 

1973. 

PROMOTION EXAMINATIONS 

The results of the promotion examinations have been made known by 
the Civil Service Commission and of the 27 Sergeants and 91 Constables who 
took the qualifying examination to Inspector in January, 4 Sergeants and 
17 Constables were successful. 

In November 246 Constables sat the qualifying examination to Sergeant. 

POLICE WOMEN 

Woman Superintendent M. E. M. Bishop returned to the force on 
1st December, 1973 after a period of two years secondment as Staff Officer 
to the Assistant Inspector of Constabulary. 

Recruitment during the year was very good although not quite keeping 
abreast of wastage. Three sergeants transferred to other forces on promotion 
which left these vacancies within this force. 

In addition to their normal duties, the police women continue to give talks 
to various organisations resulting in many letters of appreciation. 

FORCE WELFARE OFFICER 

The Annual Rel?ort for 1972 referred to the appointment of the Reverend 
H. A. Phair, M, B. E., M. A., as Force Welfare Officer. Since then he has 
become widely known throughout the Force and his task has grown steadily. 

In the first quarter of the year the number of cases .referred to him 
was 130 - in the last quarter, 355. The total for the year was 852. 

In dealing with serving officers and their families. the problems 
encountered were matrimonial, financial and medical. The problems of 
civilians were similar. Help given to pensioners ranged from income tax 
assistance to answering queries .about pensions. Widows were given 
assistance in the shape of arranging home help and meals-an-wheels. 

When the help of the Welfare Officer was sought early. some 
reconciliations were achieved in matrimonial cases. 

7' 5! 
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PRESS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 

T~e facilities af'forded by the Public Relations Officer to the local 
and nahonal press, radio and television have become increasingly well 
known and used through?ut tl.1e year. So much so that on January 1st 
1974~ the de:partmen,t wlll be enlarged to include a Sergeant as Assistant 
Pubhc Relahons Offlcer. 

Ther,e is no ,doubt,that the gro-wing publicity given to the police has 
played, an mcrea~l?gly lmportant part in assisting us to cope . with difficult 
operahonal condlhons. 

During the year this department dealt with the following:-

91 Written Press Notices prepared and 
distributed. 

369 Telephone Releases given. 

Approx. 

650 Telephone queries answered. 

36 Feature articles or interviews arranged and 
supervised. 

150 Radio broadcasts made by police officers. 

11 Press Conferences arranged and conducted. 

48 Visits to Headquarters by County Organisations 
arranged. 

10 

8 

Talks to County Or ganisations and Schools given. 

Visits arranged and conducted for a total of 
13 Overseas Service Police Officers from Brunei' 
Swazila,nd; Nigeria; Winston-Salem; North Caroli~a; 
Malaysla; Cyprus; St. Lucia; Dominica and Seychelles. 

SICKNESS 

Men 

Total Average 
per officer 

Days lost through 
sickness 17596 

All Ranks 

Average number absent sick per day 
Percentage of force absent sick per day 

8. 0 

Total 

Men 

48.2 
2.2 

1261 

Women 

Average 
per officer 

16.0 

Women 

3. 5 
4.4 
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TIlt' Chipf Const ablt' ~l1ld I,ad\' Lemon, with the Captain 
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SPECIAL CONSTABULARY 
. 

The strength of the Special Constabulary on 31st December, 1973, 
was 990 men and 76 women but of these 125 men and 2 women were on the 
non- active list. 

During the year there was a decrease of 80 in the actual strength of 
men as follows:-

Wastage 
Recruits 

Decrease 

173 
93 

80 

The number of women members of the Special Constabulary remained 
unchanged. 

TRAFFIC WARDENS 

The expansion programme, approved by the Police Authority in 1967, 
continues and at the end of 1973 the number of Traffic Wardens was 215. 
Of this number 113 were men and 102 women. 

POLICE BUILDING 

The new force Training School at Headquarters was occupied on the 
1 st January, 1973 and the new Sevenoaks Sub- Divisional Headquarters and 
Area Traffic Headquarters was taken over in the spring of 1973. 

Building continued during the year on the new Sub-Divisional Headquarters 
at Dartford (completion forecast July 1974) and the new Divisional and Sub­
Divisional Headquarters at Graves end (c.omp1etion forecast October 1974). 

Work commenced in 1973 On redevelopment of the former Training 
Wing at Headquarters; alterations and additions at Rainham Sub-Divisional 
Headquarters; adaptations at Tunbridge Wells and Sittingbourne Police 
Stationsi and provision of a Dog Compound at the Police House at Stockbury 
to replace the police dog accommodation at Headquarters. 

Subject to restrictions on capital works which may be imposed by virtue 
of the national economic situation.the programme provides for building to 
start in 1974 at Force Headquarters on a Communications and Intelligence 
Centre, additional garages at the Driving School, and extens ions at Traffic 
Headquarters; a new Traffic Area Headquarters at Maidstone; new Area 
Traffic Headquarters and Support Group Headquarters at Nackington; 
adaptations at Margate Divisional Headquarters Phase II and Phase III, 
Deal Police Station, Rochester Divisional and Sub-Divisional Headquarters 
and West Malling Suo-Divisional Headquarters; and provision of an Enquiry 
Office to replace the present Police Station at Sandwich. 

HOUSING 

Of the 10 Standard Houses whic~ were under construction at Kemsing 
during 1972, 8 were completed and occupie.d in 1973. 2 have still to be 
completed. 

In 1974 it is hoped to secure a site and construct between 8 and 10 more 
houses at Kemsing. 
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The Chairman of the Kent Pl)lice Authority unveiling 
a commemorative plaque at the opening ceremony. 

The members of tlH~ Elmt Police Authority at 
the opening of the N~\\' Training Centre. 
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HOME OWNERSHIP 

In the Autumn of 1972 the Police Authority reviewed the scheme for 
promotion 0f home ownership by police officers and, as a result, some 
police houses were listed for disposal as being surplus to police requirements. 
52 such houses have since been appropriated by various County Council 
Departments for occupation by Staff, for Health or for Social Services needs. 
In addition 4 of the houses are being or have been purchased by police officers. 

Due to the increased cost of houses and the difficulties encountered in 
obtaining mortgages, fewer police officers than anticipated were able to 
become owner occupiers and it was therefore decided, in the Autumn of 1973, 
not to dispos e of any more surplus police hous es so that married recruits to 
the Force could continue to be offered police accommodation. 

To ensure that a number of police houses will not be vacant for lQng 
periods a scheme is now being devised to enable the Police Authority to 
temporarily lease surplus police houses to other departments of the' County 
Council or local authorities for limited periods. 

The scheme for the appropriation for County Council staff housing of 
52 houses at Force Headquarters is proceeding, 21 of these houses are now 
oc cupied by County C ounc il staff. 

HONOURS, COMMENDATIONS AND AWARDS 

Honours 

Mr. E. HASLAM, Q. P. M. Deputy Chief Constable was made an Officer 
of the Order of the British Empire in the Queen's Birthday Honours. 

Awards - Royal Humane Society 

The awards made during 1973 to Kent Police Officers by the Royal 
Humane Society were as follows:-

To Constable A. R. LEWIS, a Resuscitation Certificate for his rescue 
of a man from a gas filled kitchen of a house at Crockenhill on 23rd November, 
1972. 

To Constable T. SEA WARD, a Resuscitation Certificate for the 
resuscitation of a woman taken unconscious from the sea at Folkestone on 
3rd May, 1973. 

To Constable R. J. BARTLETT and F. G. FANE, Testimonials on 
Parchment for their attempted rescue of a man from drowning in the River 
Medway at Maidstone on 8th June, 1973. 

To Constable R. S. C. FIDLER, F. G. FANE and R. C. JACKSON, 
Testimonials on Parchment for their part in the rescue of a man from the 
River Medway at Maidstone on 4th August, 1973. 

To Constable M. J. PRESCOTT, a Testimonial on Parchment for his 
attempted rescue of a man from the River Medway at Maidstone on 
29t~ June, 10 '3. 
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Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

During the year 51 members of the Force, having qua~ified on . 
completion of 22 years Hervice were presented with the Pollce Long Serv1ce 
and Good Conduct Medal. 

The recipients were of the following ranks:-

FIRST AID 

Superintendents 
Chief Inspector s 
Inspectors 
Sergeants 
Constables 

Total 

2 
4 
5 

15 
25 

51 

One of the primary duties of the police is to preserve life and it is 
therefore essential that every member of the Force is proficient in First Aid. 
To ensure this all recruits to the Force receive instruction in Firs~ Aid dur.ing 
their initial 13 weeks at a Police Training Centre. They are exammed and 1f 
successful receive the St. John Ambulance Association Certificate in First Aid. 

To maintain their proficiency all regular police officers ;,ith. under 20 
yean; Bervice who are not in possession.of ~ second, re-ex?-m1uat.lOn . 
certificate are required to take an exammahon annually unhl one 1S obta1ned. 

Sergeants and Constables with less than 20 years service are then 
re- examined every third year. 

During 1973 the number of First Aid re-examination certficiates gained 
by members of the Force was 554. 

CIIARITAB I.E COLLECTIONS 

During the year 13 licenses were is~ued by the Cle::k of ~he .Kent Police 
Authority for House to House Collections m the Kent Pollce D1stnct. 

In addition, 277, permits were issued by the Chief Constable in respect 
of Street Collections. 

Certificates of exemption under the House to House ~ollections Act 1939 
were is sued in 30 cases for collections, which were local m character and for 
a limited period only. 

LICENSINCr AND ENTERTAINMENTS 

Licensing 

At the end of the year there were 3, 570 intoxicating liquor l.icence.s in 
force in the Kent Police District and during the year 5, 153 occas10nal llcences 
and 21, ?40 extensions of permitted hours were granted by Justices. 

"'. 44, ,pI 
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Registered Clubs 

At the end of the year there were 729 clubs registered in this Police 
District. 

Although 22 new clubs were registered during the year, 7 existing 
clubs were struck off the register because they ceased to exist and no clubs 
were struck off the register after Court proceedings. 

Licens ed Clubs 

At the end of the year 130 licensed clubs existed within this Police 
District. 

B ~tting and Gaming 

At the end of the year 226 licensed betting offices were tegis,tered in 
this Police District. 

During the year 139 Bookmakers and 26 Betting Agency permits were 
granted by Justices. 

The Local Authorities granted 488 permits for gaming machines in 
clubs and cafes and 1,314 permits were issued by Magistrates Courts for 
gaming machines in public houses. 

Entertainments 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Missing Persons 

Premises 

Cinemas 
Theatres 
Dance Halls 

Number in Use 

40 
17 
35 

The number of persons recorded as missing during 1972 was 3,396 
and at the end of the year 48 had still not been traced. 

Shotgun Certificates 

During the year 2, 795 shot gun certificates were issued and 8, 286 
renewed to persons in this Police District. 24 applications were refused. 

At the end of the year the total number of certificates in force was 
24,859. 

Firearms Certificates 

During 1972 the number of firearms certificates issued wa.s 456 and 
2, 025 certificates were renewed. The number of applications refused was 
74. 

At the end of the year the total number of certificates in force was 
6, 087. 

_________________________ 1 ...................... ~r.rc ............................... ____ _ 



r;'J'b r ' 

~." .. ~ 

~:' .. ~ 

. \) " 

- 12 -

COl\1BINED OPERATION 

l\./.mt Fire, Ambulance and police Services co-operated 
in bringing a man with 1.1 fractured spine from the 
W()Ht Kent IIospital to Force Headquarters, wh?re the 
Hovul Air Force Rescu( ,telicopter conveyed hlm to 

. Stoke Mandeville HospitaL 

".!' r 
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Legal Representation 

During 1973 the police were legally represented on 9,981 occasions 
(5,860 in 1972) as follows:-

At High Courts 
At Crown Courts 
At Magistrates Courts 
Appeal Cases 

ADVERTISING - RECRUITMENT 

1973 

18 
102.1 
8738 

204 

1972 

7 
1115 
4461 

277 

Recruiting advertisements were placed in the majority of Kent 
newspapers during the year. Similar advertisements were placed in 
service magazines, service newspapers, college, youth and educational 
magazines. The advertisements embraced the recruiting of male 'and 
female recruits, also the cadet service. 

National recruiting posters produced by the Home Office were 
displayed on all notice boards at Police Stations throughout the County. 

Careers Conventions, film shows and talks at educational establishments 
were given on sixty-two occasions during the year by officers from the 
Recruiting Department. Additionally, requests were received at Divisions 
for speakers to talk on the police service and these commitm:::nts were 
covered by the Divisional Liaison Recruiting Officers. School Careers 
Officers and Area Careers Officers from the Department of Employment 
and Productivity are making more frequent demands for such visits and 
all such requests have been met to date. Liaison is also being maintained 
with the l'e-settlement officers of H. M. Forces, particularly those stationed 
in the Kent Police District. 

TRAINING 

During 1973 the training staff conducted the following residential 
courses at Force Headquarters:-

Course 

Inspectors 
Ser geants Refresher 
Ser geants and Potential Ser geants 
Constables 20th year 
Constables 15th year 
Constables 10th year 
Constables 5th year 
Constables Pre- Training Centre 
Constables Post- Training Centre 
Constables Post-Training Centre 
Potential C. I. D. Officers 
Regional Surveillance 
Regional Police War Duties 
Regional Policewomens 
Potenlial Instructors 
Traffic Wardens 
Communications 
Communications 

No. of Courses 

1 
5 
4 
2 
2 
4 
6 

12 
11 

1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
6 
2 
1 

Duration 

3 weeks 
2 weeks 
3 weeks 
2 weeks 
3 weeks 
3 weeks 
3 weeks 
1 week 
1 week 
2 weeks 
2 weeks 
2 weeks 
1 week 
2 weeks 
2 weeks 
1 week 
1 week 
2 weeks 
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The number of officers attending the above courses was:-

Chief Inr;lH!Gtors 
hwpectors 
ScrgeantH 
ConF'ltablcs 
Traffic WardenH 
Civilian J':mployees 

Men 

5 
44 

120 
573 

28 
3 

Women 

Nil 
Nil 

2 
79 
43 
13 

Throughout 1973 Probationer Constables continued to be trained 
for two days each month and during the period under review a total of 
476 Probationer Constables received instruction under this scheme. 
This Hcheme ensures a high degree of training and the standard of 
knowledge of Probationer Constables continues to improve. 

247 Serpeants and Constables received a two-day Police War Duties 
(;our13e at Div"isional Headquarters, the instructor being an Inspector from 
the Training School. 

BOY CADETS 

Phase I and II Training at the Metropolitan Police Cadet School, Hendon 

Kent Boy Cadets have continued to achie:e succes~ and at the P.assing 
Out Parades were awarded prizes for academ1c and Pollce Duty Stud1es. 

During the year Kent Cadets were appointed House Captain and 
Vice House Capta.in on two occasions and a number of other Cadets were 
made Prefects. 

In the sporting field Kent Cadets represented the School at Soccer, 
Cricket Ul'ld other sports, and on one occasion no less than eight Kent 
Cadets w('re playing in the first Hockey XI. 

Two Cadets qualified through Area Competitions and took part in t~e 
National Wr('stling Championships held in Edinburgh and were placed th1rd 
and fourth in their claRs. 

Phase III Training in Kent 

During the course of their training Cadets continued to attend 
Attadunent6 to Hospitals, Special Schools for Physically and Mentally 
IIandic.:apped Children, and other similar establishments. They also 
a~n;isted at many charitable functions including an Orienteering Rally 
organised by the Kent Association for the Blind. 

'l'hrouglwut the year Cadets have ~ontinued. to assi.st t~e staff at the 
\1 ganda Asian Resettlement Centre at West Mallmg, Wh1Ch 1S due to close 
in the near future. 

OnQ Cati('1;, whn~t on attachment to his local Police Station, received 
.t tommentiation fr~)m the 1.1agistrates as a result of good work when he 
arrel-<ted a man for theft. 

- 15 -

Visit to France 

A party of Cadets spent one week in F:tance at the invitation of the 
French Police in May 1973. They were guests of the C. R. S. Police at 
Lille, where they studied the French Police system. The French Police 
and local officials gave the Cadets a very warm welcome and during their 
stay they attended a Civic Reception which was held in their honour. The 
Cadets also attended the Lille Trade Fair where they were Guests of Honour. 

Cadet Camp 

The two Boy Cadet Camps were held in June and September at 
Machynlleth, North Wales. During the two weeks the Cadets were instructed 
in map reading, compass work, orienteering and camp craft. All Cadets 
took part in three expeditions which demand a high physical capability and 
serve to test their moral fibre and intiative. 

"Captain Scott" 

Three Cadets were selected to attend the Sail Training Ship, "Captain 
Scott", berthed at Loch Eil in Wester!i Scotland. The course involves 
strenuous and protracted physical effort in all weathers, and night watches 
on deck. The course is designed to turn out trainees with developed senses 
of responsibility, leadership and extended horizons of person=il ability. 

GIRL CADETS 

The Girl Cadets continued to maintain, a very high standard of work. 
During their training they have been attached to Special Schools, Children's 
Homes and other establishments. 

Three Girl Cadets, together with two Boy Cadets, formed the Cadet 
First Aid Team and have had well earned success in several competitions. 
This Cadet Team were w07:thy Winners of the Southern Area Police Cadet 
Competition and will now represent the Force in the National Competition 
to be held in February 1974. 

Several Girl Cadets taking part in the Duke of Edinbur gh' sAward 
Scheme have made excellent progress and two girls have reached the Gold 
Award Stage. 

Girl Cadets have represented Kent Women Police in Hockey and Netball 
Competitions and have taken part in Cross Country Running and other events. 

The Girl Cadet Camp was held in July at Machynlleth, North Wales, 
for the second time and proved to be very successful. The Camp was similar 
to that attended by the boys, and the girls proved themselves capable of 
completing the same programme. 

RESIDENTIAL COURSES 

Course 

Cadet Pre-college 
Cadet Post- college 
Girl Cadets' Initial 
Camps 

Number 

3 
3 
1 
3 

Duration 

1 week 
1 week 
3 weeks 
2 weeks 

A total of 100 boys and 12 girls attended these courses and 42 boys and 
18 girls attended the camps. 

,. s ,. 
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The JJrivins~ School continued to provide a full programme of training 
for J-:ent pnrlwmwl and officers from other forces in No. 5 Region. 

'I'h(, Illun};r4 r of plaGes allocated to divisional personnel on Standard 
, " 'd bl . d s to ensure that emer gency IJdvin,' CllUl'('JCtj wa"j conCH era y lncrease so a l' d 

vehicl(/ clriv~r!.; arc' Buitably trained to handle the types of cars now supp le 
for their Uf; e. 

Four two clay Gours es relating to .the weighing o.f goods ve?icles w~~~ 
rUl! by Traffic Patrol Wing staff, with mvaluable as Slstance bemg SUP~;lses 
by }':cnt C;cJUnty Council WcightR and Measures Department. !hese co 
·)~ovirl(· !>l".tctieal and theoretical instruction in how to deal wlth :he eve r

l 1 .., • h d h' cles and each trafflc patro increalling problem of over-wclg t goo s ve 1 
officer attencling hl then authorised to carry out the task. 

Frolll tho l/<jt April, IC)73 a system of eyesight test~ng for all au~~orised 
flrl·v .... " WI "thin tlw force was introduced. Keystone Eyeslght Testmac mes 

, .• " d th years ire utjecl for this purpose and drivers will be reteste every ree • 
:I'lt(),,(~ ;)fficcrs of 40 years of age and over will be retested every other year. 

• j " . h b f d cessary to L'('veral inHtanC'eH have already arisen when it as een oun ne h d f t 
."1 . ., ., d' t d es' g t e ec • refer officcrB to an optiCian as the machlne has ln lca e an ey 1 

'Hettel' Driving' courses for the public were again well supported and a 
total of 16:1 pe,)ple attended. 

Driving Courlles and TeAtH 

The number of Htudents on driving, motor cycle and traffic patrol 
('o\H'lies during 1973 wcr(,~ as follows:-

Driving and motor cycle courHes 

Traffic Patrol Courses Kent 
:~ ()thers 

305 
187 
m 

55 
162 
TI7 

. lIt 1 t f~"om Surrey, Sussex, Hampshire and :TlwIH~ figures lIlC U( e s U( en s ... 
I'h.mH'll Valley Constabu1arieR. 

Improvl'r 
Standard 
Advanced 
Advanced Refresher 

:tvlottll' Cyde CourseR 

Standard 
Standard 
Advanced 

I ,i ghtweight 
Heavyweight 
Heavyweight 

Potential Instructors 

Traffic Patrol Courses 

Vehicle Weighing Coursc~s 
Standard 
Advam,'l'd 

Driving/Riding Tests other than on courses 
.. ''l!lt .. 

Passed 

109 
90 
92 

113 

28 
16 
26 
14 

73 
104 

39 
704 

302. 

Failed 

4 

1 
-5-

153 

Total 

113 
90 
92 

113 

28 
16 
26 

14 

73 
104 

40 
"1Wi 

455 

rr' 
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VEHICLES AND MAINTENANCE 

Transport 

In previous reports information concerning the police vehicle fleet 
has been shown in the Chapter covering I Road Traffic', The growth of the 
fleet, in both numbers and mileage run and the cons equent increase in 
administration of the fleet, its control, budgeting, acquisition, maintenance, 
replacement and logistical support has necef.sitated re-o:rganisation and a 
separate department has been created under the Administration and Supply 
structure. 

~w Workshop - Sevenoaks 

The new Sevenoaks police station incorporates a four car bay workshop 
which provides servicing and light repair facilities to 63 vehicles, which 
previously had to travel further to obtain these services • 

Changes in Vehicle typ~ 

The only major change of vehicle type within the fleet, was the adopf.: on 
of the Morris Marina Estate as the primary divisional incident vehicle. 
These vehicles were fitted out with equipment to enable the officers manning 
these vehicles to deal with the variety cif incidents that occur. 

The problem of replacing lightweight motor cycles used by rural officers 
still remains, no British manufacturer produces a lightweight motor cycle in 
the 250 cc class. Recent events in the heavyweight motor cycle industry 
indicates that only the Norton Interpol motor cycle will be available for traffic 
patrol, unless Triumphs, the makers of our present machines, re-open under 
a di£fel'ent managE?nent structure. 

Mechanically Prop'alled Vehicles as at 31st December, 1973 

Traffic Patrol Cars (includes 5 Supervisory and 

Driving School Cars 
Unit-Beat Cars 
C. I. D. Cars 
C. I. D. Special Vehicles 
Scenes of Crime Vans 
Dog Vans 

10 Radar Vehicles) 

Accident Prevention and Intelligence Unit Van 
Personnel Carriers - General 
Personnel Carriers - Prisoners 
Load Carrying Vans 
Motor Cycle Servicing Vans 
Underwater Recovery Van 
General Duty Cars, Vans and Service Spares 

TOTAL 

72 

15 
87 
57 

2 
16 
21 

1 
16 
4 
5 
2 
1 

175 

474 

l-

i , 
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The new Rover 3. 5 litre patrol car taken into us e by the 
Traffic Div~sion. 

The Ford Transit van in use as a mobile road safety exhibition. 

Motor Cycles 

Traffic Patrol 
Driving School 
Beat Patrol 
Service Spares 

- 19 -

Total number of vehicles in fleet 

Fleet Establishment 

Maintenance 

TOTAL 

54 
22 

143 
10 

229 

703 

713 

The disposition of the maintenance staff is shown in the following 
table:-

Chief Engineer 
Workshop Officers 
Charge Hand Fitters 
Skilled Fitters 
Semi-skilled Fitters 
Storekeepers 
Clerical Officers 
Typist (part time) 
Apprentices 

Headquarters 
Workshop 

1 
3 
1 

18 

4 
5 
1 
5 

Area 
Garages 

3 
4 

21 
3 
3 
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CHAPTER TWO 

ROAD TRAFFIC 

GENERAL REVIE W 

Traffic Areas and Patrols 

A new traffic area (No.5) was opened at Sevenoaks on 2nd April, 1973 
with a very small initial strength. This has been gradually built up during 
the year as accommodation became available. The areas previously covered 
by No. 1 and 2 Traffic Areas (Maidstone and Rochester) have been adjusted 
so that West Kent is now divided sensibly into three from the traffic point of 
view. 

These area adjustments, coupled with minor changes between No. 3 and 
4 Traffic Areas based at Canterbury and Ashford, have taken account of the 
new Loc a1 Government districts. 

During 1973 a new method of patrolling has been introduced which has 
proved more flexible and efficient. Now, while continuing to patrol motorways 
and the major 'A' routes as before, each traffic area has been divided into 
zones which are large enough to give a variety of classified roads to patrol. 
By careful briefing, and bearing in mind road conditions and the weight of 
traffic to be expected, it is thus possible to give patrols a variety of main 
road and zonal patrolling, when sufficient manpower allows. 

New Buildings 

Planning is now virtually complete for the new buildings for No. 1 Traffic 
Area at Coldharbour on the A. 20 Northwest of Maidstone and for No. 3 Traffic 
Area on its existing site at Nackington, near Canterbury. 

Vehicles 

The new Rangerovers and Rover 3500s have proved very satisfactory for 
motorway and main road patrolling during 1973. 

At present only Triumph motor cycles are used for traffic patrol purposes 
in Kent. Until the current uncertainty regarding the future production of 
Triumphs is resolved, replacements will be Nortons. 

Offences by Foreign Drivers 

Kent has been to the fore in pres sing for new legislation to deal with 
foreign visitors who commit motoring offences. During the last three months 
of 1973, foreign drivers in Kent were dealt with in exactly the same way as 
British drivers and reports in respect of offences detected were submitted in 
the normal way. During this period 192 offences were reported (including 119 
parking offences) and 1154 advices were given by Traffic Patrols. In only 3 
cases was it possible to bring foreign offenders before a court. The results of 
the survey are being reported to the Home Office through the Association of 
Chief Police Officers. 
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Traffic in and out of Dover 

The following statistics illustrate the growth of vehicular traffic through 
the port of Dover: 

Accompanied Motor Vehicles (Outward and Inward) 

Month of Octob er 
Period January /October 

1973 

52,284 
950,118 

1972 
-"'~-

50, 636 
942, 529 

Commercial Road Haulage Vehicles (Outward and Inward) 

Month of October 
Period January/October 

1973 

19,018 
154,479 

1972 

12, 990 
129,286 

+ 3.25% 
+0.81% 

+ 46.40% 
+ 19.49 % 

All these vehicles create additional work on the, sometimes inadequate, 
roads of Kent. The most significant figures are those showing the growth in 
commercial traffic, which was running at an average of 613 vehicles a day in 
October 1973. As 90% of this traffic uses the A2/M2, this represents the 
movement of one Heavy Goods Vehicle each way through the village of Bridge 
every five minutes throughout the 24 hour s. 

Two years ago, a survey at Dover showed that this commercial traffic 
was 60% British and 40% Foreign. It is now understood to be more like 50/50 
British and Foreign. 

Road Projects and Traffic Regulation 

Steps have been taken this year to reduce the amount of correspondence 
flowing between Force Headquarters and the various Highway Authorities, 
Transport Undertakings, etc., with whom the police liaise on aspects of road 
safety under the broad heading of traffic management. This was an extension 
of the procedure referred to in the 1972 report, whereby police observations 
on minor matters are forwarded direct to the Authority concerned. A total of 
789 such reports were made, thereby reducing the administrative work in 57% 
of the projects considered during the year. 

An additional 586 traffic management matters involving prolonged 
correspondence and meetings on site were dealt with, with a heavy emphasis 
this year on those measures aimed at the relief of congestion, particularly in 
urban areas; an area of police involvement which is showing conside:rab1e 
growth. The comparative figures for this latter type of road project v;rork are 
as follows:-
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Projects 

H~lt/St.op /Slow/Give Way Signs 
DlverslOns re road closures or markings 
Schoolchildren - Road Safety Measures 
Parking and Waiting Restrictions 
Speed Limit 
One Way, Keep Left, No Entry 
Pedestr ~an Cross ings 
Automatic Traffic Signals 
Accident Prevention - (Roads - various 

measures) 
Traffic Signs General 
Restrictions on use of roads 
Kiosks, Seats, etc. 

Bus Routes 

Siting of Stops 
Surveys and Diversions 
Shelters and Bays 

Total recommendations made 

JRAFFIC SUPERVISION AND CONTROL 

Motor Sport 

Recommendations made 

1973 

6 
86 
65 

149 
25 
36 
18 

3 

24 
13 
21 

96 
24 
20 

586 

1972 

19 
64 

142 
163 

36 
51 
10 

3 

170 
54 
44 

3 

118 
41 
26 

944 

1971 

57 
124 
168 
220 

39 
26 
19 
11 

258 
51 
14 

2 

169 
38 
21 

1217 

The followin!5 figures show a marked reduction in motor sport events in 
1973 • .T~e red.uctlOn was spread through the year and was not just due to the 
fuel cnS1S durmg the last six weeks. 

1973 1972 1971 

Notified voluntarily 178 221 198 R. A. C. authorised 
Events on private property 

31 34 41 
60 88 88 

269 343 327 

. As in previous years, motor clubs have been encouraged to notify all 
thelr eve~ts, whether ?r not required to do so by the regulations. It has thus 
been poss:b~e to exercl~e a degree of control over events on the public hi hwa 
and to anhclpa.te potentla1 traffic congestion where grass track and other ~venrs 
are held on pnvate land. 

Complaints ,from the public regarding rallies have risen, the figures 
being:-

1973 

44 

1972 

18 

1971 

43 

ii 
;1 

I 
:I 
H 

II 
~ 
i! 
" II 
~ 
tl 
It 

II 

II 
il 
'I 

II 
il 
,'I 

! 
! 
! 
I 

I 
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Road Walks 

1973 1972 1971 

54 53 96 

During 1973, efforts continued to deter or ganisers from conducting 
these events on public roads. A local public school event organiser was 
persuaded to adopt a route using the River Medway tow.path and publ~c 
footpaths along the River Beult. As a result, only 3 mlles of a 30 mlle 
route were on roads. 

Cxc1e Racing and Time Trials 

1973 1972 1971 

Cycle Races 47 67 57 
Cycle Time Trials 439 358 343 

486 425 400 

An increase of 14.30/0 in the overall total of events is not necessarily 
indicative of an increased hazard on Kent roads. A re-appraisal of the 
racing circuits in the County has been carried out and accounts for the 
reduction of cycle races held; whilst the much safer cycle time trials have 
Hhown a marked increase. 

Abnormal Indivisible Loads 

1973 1972 1971 

6245 5921 5295 (an increase of 5.4% in 1973) 

Once again the number of abnormal loads has risen. A breakdown of 
cHcorted loads by traffic areas, and the cost in manhours, for the last three 
months of 1973 is as follows:-

Traffic Area 

T /1 (Maidstone) 
T /2 (Rochester) 
T /3 (Canterbury) 
T/4 (Ashford) 
T /5 (Sevenoaks) 

No. of Escorted Loads 

130 
222 
132 

56 
66 

606 

Cost in Manhours 

176 
416 
139 
117 
84 

932 

As these figures show, No.2 Traffic Area based at Rochester carries 
over a third of this task, not only due to the concentration of heavy industry 
in north west Kent, but because the A2/M2 takes nearly all the heavy traffic 
from the greater part of Kent and the Channel Ports to London and the rest of 
the United Kingdom. 
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FIXED PENALTY 

In 1973, the fixed penalty system for dealing with certain traffic 
offences was extended to another five localities so that by the end of the 
year the scheme was operating in: 

Maidstone, Chatham, Gillingham, Rochester, Gravesend, Dartford, 
Tunbridge Wells, Sevenoaks, Margate, Broadstairs, Ramsg~te, 
Canterbury, Sittingbourne, Faversham, Leysdown, Ashford and 
Tenterden. 

Further extensions will take place in 1974, before the end of which 
year it is expected that all the urban areas in the County will have been 
covered. 

The offences dealt with comprise those related to~ 

Vehicle waiting and parking 
Vehicle light s 
Prescribed routes and lUI turns 

Non-payment of penalties necessitates steps being taken to trace 
drivers and this, of course, is done, in the majority of cases where only 
a vehicle has been identified, by tracing registered keepers through the 
appropriate vehicle taxation offices. Records so far have been in the hands 
of local authorities and for oHenc es in this area most enquiries are made to 
the Kent County Council Vehicle Taxation Department from whose staff the 
utmost co-operation is obtained. Information is sought by a member of the 
Central Ticket Office staff visiting County Hall and carrying out a search of 
the records, a facility which is to both departments' advantage. 

The introduction during the year of telex communication with a number 
of other authorities r taxation departments has speeded up the receipt of 
information from them, and although the Central Ticket Office work load has 
thrown a considerable extra burden on the forc e operations department staff, 
they have provided a service of communication which is greatly appreciated 
in the Central Ticket Office. 

----~~---

27,265 fixed penalty tickets were issued in 1973; 19,665 payments were 
made; 3,489 tickets were cancelled; 1, 457 prosecutions were taken and, on 
1st January, 1974, 2,654 cases were still outstanding. 

ACCIDENT PREVENTION AND INTELLIGENCE UNIT 

Officers of the unit based at Traffic Headquarters have taken every 
opportunity to further the cause of road safety. The main involvement has 
been that of all day visits to senior schools in the County. The reception 
and co-operation by heads of schools has been particularly encouraging. 
Instruction is usually aimed at two groups, those who are cyclists and the 
14 to 17 year olds, the drivers and motor cyclists of the future. 113 such 
visits were made during the year involving instruction to approximately 
46, 000 pupils. Assistance was also given to seven schools running pre­
driver training courses. 

Static road safety exhibitions of varying sizes and duration were staged 
at Ashford, Maidstone (2), Dover, Sandgate, Loose, Tunbridge Wells and 
Sittingbourne. Demand for the mobile exhibition rose during the year and 
resulted in 25 attendances at various functions. 

,.'. 
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Locally based officers continued their involvement in road safety 
instruction by making 928 visits to primary schools. 4,514 bicycles were 
examined and 779 were found to be defective. 4, 386 pupils were assisted 
in training/testing under the National Cycling Proficiency Scheme. 3,839 
were (;JUccesRiul in passing the test. 

t)6 parties from various organisations visited Traffic Headquarters. 
Speakers were provided by request on 20 occasions at outside functions. It 
hJ considered this reflects the growing concern felt by responsible or ganisations 
towards road safety. 

In common with many other police forces a new system of accident 
invcf;tigation was introduced. The aim is a thorough investigation into 
individual accidents incorporating the use of c~rtain mathmatical formulae 
based on accepted principles of the laws of motion and friction. 13 courses 
were held during the year resulting in 156 traffic officers receiving training. 

Patrol!; u:rc encouraged to look deeper into accidents. By efforts to 
find tho various CatHiCS it is hoped that preventive measures can be taken. 

Summary of Accidents and Casualties 

(I, 380 accidents resulted in 8, 846 casualties, a decrease of 16 accidents 
and 111 c[umalties compared with 1972. 

The breakdown of casualties is:-

Killed 
SeriouH 
Slight 

TOTAL 

The breakdown of fatalities is:-

1973 

212 
2640 
5994 

8846 

Pedestrians 73 
Drivers 60 
Pa~HH.mgerH 46 
Motor Cyclists 21 
Pedal Cyclists 12 

1972 

189 
2713 
6077 

8979 

The petrol shortage, together with the introduction of a voluntary 
l,() In., p. h. 81'(\od limit in November and a compulsory one in December, 
are ('tm8i<len~d responsible for the substantial decrease in the accident 
rate for those two months. 

1971 

209 
2603 
5984 

8796 

The number of persons killed regrettably rose to 212, an increase of 
.~:~ ~ompared with 1972.. This can be almost entirely accounted for by the 
ri*,<, of pedestrian fatalities by 21. The elderly continue to give caus e for 
l'lm('l~rn in this respect. 

• 
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Casualties - Persons under 15 years: 

Killed 
Serious 
Slight 

TOTAL 

Casualties - Persons over 15 years: 

Killed 
Serious 
Slight 

TOTAL 

ACCIDENTS IN POLICE DIVISIONS 

Police Fatal Accidents 
Divisions 1973 1972 1971 

A 35 33 44 

B 24 21 17 

C 27 19 23 

D 20 22 28 

E 13 10 13 

F 16 12 16 

G 17 19 14 

H 17 17 13 

J 21 15 16 

CASUALTIES IN POLICE DMSIONS 

1973 

21 
396 
976 

1393 

191 
2244 
5018 

7453 

Injurv Accidents 
1973 1972 1971 

942 903 906 

835 851 894 

879 927 967 

875 815 788 

482 486 450 

557 608 527 

475 455 442 

392 436 383 

753 747 693 

1972 -
22 

431 
1099 

1552 

167 
2282 
4978 

7427 

1973 

977 

859 

906 

895 

495 

573 

492 

409 

774 

Police Killed Seriouslyin'ured Sli~htly injured 
Divisions 1973 1972 1971 1973 1972 1971 1973 1972 1971 

A 39 37 45 427 381 461 892 951 918 
B 24 23 17 313 319 306 769 778 846 
C 29 27 25 366 490 432 869 819 937 

D 23 22 33 359 350 359 943 842 797 

E 13 11 15 212 176 161 444 525 481 

F 19 12 20 222 263 212 554 607 523 

G 23 22 19 205 213 172 474 418 452 

~ 
17 19 19 208 207 226 344 412 371 

25 16 16 328 314 274 705 725 659 

.... , ...... '. , .- ' . ~ " . 
.... _ .. 

1971 

22 
421 

1028 

1471 

187 
2182 
4956 

Total 
1972 1971 

936 950 

872 911 

946 990 

837 816 

496 463 

620 543 

474 456 

453 396 

762 709 

Total 
1973 1972 1971 
1358 1369 1424 
1106 1120 1169 
1264 1336 1394 
1325 1214 1189 

669 712 t)57 

795 882 755 

702 653 643 

569 638 616 

1058 1055 949 



I 
~ 

.

•... ~.' .. 

. . 
'~, 

" ;,x 
:r:; 

.>'C"' 

I ,()CAL A U'l'HORl'fY 
':7--

bury City 

)al-ll~_ ¥J!~~~ 
Chatha m 

rd 

,ham 

Darlfo 
Ikul 
Dov('l' 
Jo'UVI'l'[ 

I·'olk('fl 
CHll1ng 
Cil'HVN 
UyLlw 
J,ydd 
Muldflt 
Murga 
Nl'wH( 
(~u('(\nt 

Humeg 
Hoelll'fl 
Snndwl 
'I'l'llt(ll' 
'runbl'i 

ton !' 
hum 
wnd 

on!' 
t(' 
mmc'y 
)()I,'ough 
at(! 
tnt' 
l~h 
d('n 
dgp W('lls 

Dlslrieta !lrh!!!L 
Allllfol' 
Brouds 
lIN'nc' 
N(lrLllfl 
Hl'V('l1(1 
Sllllllgb 
S()uthlH 
&WUIl!:l( 

'l'ollbrl 
WhILst 

<1---
tairtl 
Bay 
(,(·t 
nka 
Uurn(' 

Il'ough 
'omb!' 
dg(' 
ublt' 

)!Btl'it'l!l U!!I::&.L 
EllUl A Hhf()l'd 

Ahfol'd WNltA 
Ilt'ldgt' 
Crnllbt' 
DUl'tfm 
l)oV<'1' 

l':nstry 
Elhurn 
Hulling 
Mnldat 
Molling 
llOllUl(' 

S(Wl'no 
Stl'ooti 
b\vull' 
'l'('lIt('l,' 

'l'onbl,'[ 

nlNUl 

(10k 

'<1 

bOltl'll(> 
011(' 

Y Mat'all 
MS 

lil'n 
dg(' 

:!:Q!Jllil. 
HOl'oug 11s nnrl Ul'blUl Districts 

'1'0 till : llurnl Distl,'icta 

'l'otn1s : All At'(,n8 

- 27 -

ACCIDENTS IN LOCAL AUTHORITY AREAS 

FATAL ACCIDENTS INJURY ACCIDENTS 
1973 1972 1971 1973 1972 1971 

4 3 3 157 176 181 

6 5 5 236 264 227 
3 4 3 194 211 228 
2 - 1 72 81 83 
6 3 - 160 172 158 
- 1 2 45 54 39 
2 1 7 182 177 146 
4 7 6 285 260 322 
6 3 3 187 205 218 
- 1 1 52 38 29 
1 1 - 5 7 15 
4 3 7 236 226 212 
3 4 4 185 227 179 
- - 2 15 14 9 
4 5 4 109 101 111 
5 2 5 171 154 160 

10 2 4 196 230 248 
1 - - 27 16 22 
1 1 1 22 26 28 
1 3 4 205 169 157 

5 7 1 111 154 134 
- - - 77 67 65 
3 - 5 101 117 91 
5 1 - 84 72 77 
- 1 - 72 72 60 
2 5 - 117 98 105 
1 - 1 36 23 26 
3 2 3 29 33 34 
:l 2 2 116 77 81 
4 3 2 102 98 79 

3 3 2 75 58 73 
2 4 5 96 113 82 
5 5 6 169 176 133 
2 4 7 91 101 73 
8 6 12 323 330 333 
5 4 3 76 98 99 
6 9 5 160 142 147 
2 1 1 78 75 72 
-1 11 13 188 185 201 
8 5 2 120 115 91j 

15 10 14 304 270 31/7 
5 1 3 41 36 ~·~5 

11 12 12 273 291 315 
6 10 4 181 175 ]74 

11 8 8 204 202 'l87 
2 1 1 48 53 33 
6 4 10 177 189 154 

89 70 76 3586 3619 3524 

101 98 108 2604 2609 , 2526 

190 168 184 6190 6228 6050 

TOTAL 
1973 1972 1971 LOCAL AUTHORITY 

161 179 184 canterbury City 

Munici[!al Boroughs 

242 269 232 
197 215 231 

Chatham 
Dartford 
Deal 

74 81 84 Dovel' 
166 175 158 Faversham 
45 55 41 Folkestone 

184 178 153 Gillingham 

289 267 328 
193 208 221 

52 39 30 

Gravesend 
Hythe 
Lydd 
Maidstone 

6 8 15 Margate 
240 229 219 New Romney 
188 231 183 
15 14 11 

113 106 115 
176 156 165 

I Queenborough 
Hamsgate 

I 

Rochester 
Sandwich 
Tenterden 

206 232 252 Tunbridge Wells 
28 16 22 
23 27 29 

206 172 161 

Urban Districts 
Ashford 
Broadstairs 
Herne Bay 

116 161 135 
77 67 65 

104 117 96 
89 73 77 

NorthfleC't 
Sevenoaks 

I Sittingbourne 
Southborough 
SwanscombC' 

72 73 60 Tonbridge 
119 103 105 Whitstable 

37 23 27 Rurnl Districts 
32 35 37 East Ashford 

119 79 83 West Ashford 
106 101 81 Bridge Blean 

Crnnbrook 
Dartford 

78 61 75 Dovel' 
98 117 87 Eastry 

174 181 139 
93 105 80 

331 336 345 
81 102 102 

166 151 152 

Elhrun 
Hollingbourne 
Maidstone 
Mnlling 
Romney Marsh 
SevC'nonks 

80 76 73 Strood 
192 196 214 
128 120 100 
319 280 331 

SWale 
TenterdC'n 
Tonbridge 

46 37 38 Totals 
284 303 327 Boroughs and Urban Districts 
187 185 178 
215 210 195 

Total: Rural Districts 

50 54 34 Total: All Areas 
183 193 164 

3675 3689 3600 

2705 2707 2634 

6380 6396 6234 
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CASUALTIES IN LOCAL AUTHORITY AREAS 

KILLED SERlOUS!.Y INJURED SLIGHTLY INJUHED TOTAL 
1973 1972 1971 1973 1972 1971 1973 1972 1971 1973 1972 1971 

4 3 3 63 61 57 161 163 163 208 217 213 

6 6 6 74 93 64 209 222 206 289 321 274 
3 4 3 113 10·1 98 172 171 202 238 279 303 
2 - 1 34 26 31 58 73 69 94 99 101 
7 4 - 62 80 65 132 147 141 201 231 196 
- 1 2 24 18 16 36 -16 27 59 65 45 
2 1 7 80 74 59 150 174 126 232 249 192 
4 7 6 101 90 112 264 251 294 369 348 ·112 
6 3 3 69 86 90 16·1 176 196 239 264 289 
- 1 1 21 19 13 52 35 21 73 55 35 
1 1 - 3 2 11 6 1<1 13 '9 17 2'1 
5 3 7 73 76 71 204 192 19·1 282 271 272 
3 4 ·1 73 75 54 109 247 200 245 320 258 
- - 2 4 7 5 101 13 10 18 20 17 
4 5 4 56 49 38 104 92 112 164 H6 IIi'! 
5 3 5 75 I 60 69 157 17<1 155 237 237 229 

10 3 '1 87 I 88 78 160 204 240 257 295 322 
1 - - 1011 5 6 27 20 26 42 25 32 
1 1 1 13 I 7 14 19 26 25 33 34 40 
1 3 4 61 i 57 65 217 163 147 279 223 206 

I 
5 I 9 5 56 ) 56 60 82 124 115 143 189 180 
- - - 36 i 22 12 68 62 64 103 84 76 
4 - 6 33 I 56 33 115 124 99 152 180 138 
5 1 - 44 I 31l 27 84 67 64 133 !l4 91 
- 1 - 31 I 1<1 27 59 7<1 53 90 89 80 
2 5 - 37 I 3'1 24 103 89 99 142 128 123 , , 
1 - 1 1 11: lt1 16 43 16 20 55 30 :17 
3 6 3 I 17 ! 27 16 30 30 31 50 63 -19 
3 I 2 2 I 42 ' 35 17 112 58 03 157 05 112 
6 3 2 ·13 : 43 39 96 101 70 145 147 111 

I I 
I I 

I 
I 

3 3 2 38 i 37 48 72 61 88 113 101 138 
2 4 7 49 1 59 63 91 116 80 142 179 140 
5 5 I 9 84 i 76 68 168 189 155 247 270 232 
2 4 I 8 67 . 48 42 75 107 86 134 169 136 

10 10 

I 
14 160 i 190 16~ 338 298 360 498 498 627 

7 I 4 3 40, 39 36 78 106 119 126 149 168 
6 

I 
9 7 73 , 79 72 171 140 163 250 228 232 

3 i 1 1 

I 
29 : 27 31 93 89 83 12G 117 116 

5 13 13 88 : 93 161 196 2101 2W 289 320 374 
8 i 5 2 60 42 58 112 128 81 180 176 141 

17 I 12 14 I 148 I 120 137 297 308 342 462 440 ·193 
5 I 1 I 3 ! 32 : 13 26 45 30 37 82 '14 66 

11 I 12 I 16 I 130 , 164 170 331 320 331 472 ,186 617 
6 i 10 4 I 74 i 96 91 218 191 201 298 207 296 

17 I 11 

I 
13 88 . 112 94 232 191 214 337 314 321 

2 1 1 I 26 , 36 21 43 49 32 70 86 54 
9 I 4 11 I 86 78 76 189 213 168 284 295 145 

I 

I I 
I 
I 

94 80 I 81 ! 1389 1414 1266 3255 3327 3264 4738 48:11 I 4611 

I 
I 

118 109 128 1261 1299 1337 2739 I 2760 2720 4108 4168 ! 4186 

212 189 209 ! 204°1 2713 
I 

2003 
I 

89791 5994 I 6077 698,1 8846 8796 
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HOAD THAFFIC ACT 1nn - BHEATH TESTING 

~--~--~-------~----~ 

1973 1972 1971 
",-".~.""" ",""",., "~_. ______ ' _____ -+-_. ____ -I--_____ -I-__ -l 

Nunlher of t('HtH required to be made 2763 2286 1565 
,-~----~,---------------+-----t----I-----i 

Numh('r of peniOns teHtod under Sec, H (1) (b) 
nraffit' offell(,p while vohicle in motion) 

Of th('HO, numlH'l' arrefli()d under 
Ht·(" K (·1) (PoHitiv(' breath test) 

672 

360 

528 340 

307 206 
~=-~-~,",~ ... -,,~-.--,~-----------------+-------f-----+----j 

NUllIber of IH'l'AOllS arrested under:­

(a) H(l(', H (·1) I>()Hitiv(~ breath test 
(1)) Hpe. H (fi) Failure to provido breath 
(') H('('. f) (5) ImpairnH'nt 

Hp~1\11t or :lll:ll\,HiH of hloocl/Ul'illC':-

ta) POHit iv(' hI ood 
(b) N('ga livC' h lood 

«') 'i)w Po: .. dt iv(' Ul 

(1\) N('ga t iv(' tl rill(' 
(l') Hl'fuH('d 

(" 0 U 1't 1'(, H U It::l: ~ 

Numlll'l' of tH'rHOIlH aPlll'aring before the eourts 

NllmlH'l' of Pl'l'HOllS found guilty 

1366 
230 
63 

1,00G 
311 

97 
23 

107 

1131 

1106 

1218 
171 

55 

D:32 
232 

71 
21 
69 

945 

925 

873 
152 

55 

706 
143 

48 
10 
68 

736 

720 
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ENFORCEMENT OF TRAFFIC LAW 

The following table shows the number of prosecutions taken and written warnings 
issued by the Force in 1973: 

Offences 'l?rosecution Written 
Totals Warnings 

Unauthorised taking or Theft of I 

Motor Vehicle 1183 52 1235 
Death or Injury to Person 8 - 8 
Unfit to Drive - Drink or Drugs 1310 - 1310 
Dangerous Driving 243 1 244 
Speeding' - Road Limits 10095 59 ,10154 
Speeding - Vehicles Limits 885 8 893 
Motorway Offences 

(excluding speeding) 510 45 555 
Careless Driving 4162 41 4203 
Prohibited Driving 

(other than play street) 652 139 791 
Neglect of Traffic Directions 2931 320 3251 
Obs.truction, Waiting, Parking Offences 15983 1577 17560 
Lighting Offences 4559 1349 5908 
Vt'hicle or part in Dangerous Condition 5935 334 6169 
Vehicle or part in Defective Condition 1822 148 1970 
Trailer Offences 

(excluding provisionalliccncc) 51 17 68 
Motor Cycle Offences 

(excluding provisional licence) 79 25 104 
Load Offences 308 43 351 
Noise Offences 534 51 585 
Driving Licence Offences 7008 511 ';519 
Carrier's Licence Offences 131 16 147 
Vehicle Insurance Offences 5227 269 5496 
Vehicle Registration and Licensing 

Offences 2044 244 2288 
Work Record and Employment Offences 198 53 251 
Accident Offences 856 49 905 
Vehicle Testing Offences 3909 449 4358 
No Vehicle Excise Licence 5503 3 5506 
Miscellaneous Offences 806 116 922 

TOTALS 76932 5819 82751 
-

, I 
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New Police Station tinct Area Traffic Office at Sevenoaks 
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MASCOT in:;tallation at new Sevenoaks station 
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CHAPTER THREE 

OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 

OPERATIONS ROOM 

The present Operations Room at Headquarters, which is the Police 
Communications Control and Information Centre for the County, was 
established and equipped some eight years ago. Since that time, teleprinter 
traffic and emergency calls have both nearly doubled and both motorway 
distress calls and requests for checks on the stolen/ suspect vehicle records 
have increased by more than 50%. Future projects in the County, such as 
the Channel Tunnel, can only add to the volume of work. 

To cater for this, plans for a new Operations and Criminal Intelligence 
Centre were finalised during the year and it is hoped to start b,uildingin 1974, 
the finish being scheduled for some 18 months to 2 years later. 

The upward trend of work continued in 1973 with 52, 150 emergency calls 
being made on the 999 system (against 48, 346 in 1972). All of these calls 
terminate in the Operations Room regardless of where in the County they are 
made and the Operations Room Staff direct personnel to attend or take such 
other action as may be called for. 

Similarly, calls from broken down motorists 
motorways increased slightly to a total of 11, 187. 
the main means of communication within the Force 
telephones and the internal teleprinter network. 

on the M.2 and M.20 
Apart from radio links, 
are direct private line 

Telephone calls via Operations Room showed a slight decrease over 1972 
but teleprinter traffic was once more heavier than the previous year - 93, 089 
against 91, 890, an average of 255 messages each day. 

38, 220 checks were made on suspect vehicles during the year, each of 
which involved a physical check of recnrds held in Operations Room and also, 
in many cases, a check with the centralised vehicle records at New Scotland 
Yard. The introduction of the police national computer, referred to later, will 
greatly as sist in the making of rapid checks, although the very simplicity of i.he 
system is likely to lead to an esc alation in the number of checks made and, 
although providing a vastly improved service, will merely add to the problems 
at Headquarters. 

With the extensi"e coastline of the County, it is not surprising that 
marine emergencies form a significant part of the duties of the Operations 
Room staff. A direct 'hotline' to the Coastguard Station at St. Margaret's Bay 
near Dover has been in existence for some time and this has now been 
supplemented by a further direct line to the coast guard station at Warden Point 
on the Isle of Sheppey to cater for incidents on the North Kent Coast. 

1 
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Police National Computer 

A terminal in the form of a visual display unit (similar to a television 
screen) has been installed in the Operations Room and this is already connected 
to the Police National Computer for test and training purposes, in preparation 
for the time when the computer will start operation in 1974, initially with 
vehicle owner and. stolen vehicle records. Combined with the Mascot mentioned 
above, the new system is designed to give police patrols very rapid answers to 
queries on suspicious vehicles or persons. 

In due course further terminals will be installed both in Operations Room 
and in the Criminal Record Office. 

Training Equipment 

It will be appreciated from the foregoing that, from the point of vfew of 
operators, the use of police equipment is becoming very complex. A wing of 
the Kent Police Training School has been equipped with teleprinters and a 
simulated wireless scheme for training purposes. Details of the courses are 
referred to elsewhere. 

Hoax Calls 

We have so far been fortunate in being spared the type of political 
extremist activity which has manifested itself in London and certain other 
large cities during the year. 

Unfortunately, each press report of a bomb outrage prompts certain 
immature and unbalanced people to make hoax' reports of bombs or similar 
devices being placed in public places. In the last two months of 1973, a total 
of 84 such calls were made to the Kent police and, as these have to be taken 
seriously until proved to be hoax, the public were put to considerable 
inconvenience, being required to evacuate shops, cinemas and places of 
employment, whilst a great deal of police time was wasted - well over 100 
hours in the last two months of the year. 

Although it is difficult to trace and apprehend the culprits, two such 
people were tracked down and proceedings against them are pending at the 
time of writing. 

Anyone who has been closely involved in one of these incidents will well 
know the distress and indeed danger they can cause and will support 
us in our efforts to stamp out this growing contemporary problem before 
someone is hurt in the panic which could well follow such an alarm. 

DOG SECTION 

During the year an Inspector was appointed to take charge of the Dog 
Section, the establishment of which is now as follows:-

1 
3 

30 
2 

Inspector 
Sergeants 
Constable with Alsatian dogs 
Constables with Labrador dogs (for Drugs use) 
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There is currently a world wide shortage of suitable clags for police 
work, due in no small part to the present day demands of '~he police, the 
Armed Forces and the ever growing private security indu.;try. With this· 
in mind, every opportunity has been. taken to obtain suitable puppies and 
young dogs. Currently we have four puppies which have been allocated to 
handlers to work alongside experienced dogs. 

A police house at Stockbury has been equipped as boarding kennels so 
that officers going on leave or on courses may leave their dogs somewhere 
where they will be properly cared for. The occupant of the house is one 0i 
the handlers and his wife is employed as a part-time kennel maid. 

The handlers involve themselves in all aspects of police work including 
the checking of vulnerable premis es at night, patrolling areas where there 
is a high incidence of hooliganism or where there is a special crime or other 
problem. This work is, of course, additional to their specialist tracking and 
searching functions which they may be called upon to perform at any moment 
as the need arises. This obviously makes full use of the existing, limited 
manpower and is capable of expansion when manpower and finance permit. 

New handlers continue to attend basic courses at the Surrey and 
Metropolitan Police Dog Training Establishments and frequent refresher 
courses are held at Headquarters. Permission was given on occasions for 
handlers and their dogs to take part in dog trials and competitions as an off 
duty activity. In these they distinguished themselves. 

Where duties permitted, the section took part in demonstrations, and 
talks on the use of police dogs were given to various associations and schools. 
Unfortunately, operational demands mean that many requests have to be 
refUEled. 

WAR DUTIES 

The Home Office U. K. Warning and Monitoring Organisation Carrier 
Line Broadcast Equipment of the early warning system and the means of 
providing public warning in case of attack, have been maintained, tested and 
exercised during the course of the year. 

Three senior officers attended courses at the Home Defence College, 
York and three attended courses at the N. B. C. Defence School, Salisbury. 
Two officers received instruction in aerial map reading and reconnaiss ance 
on a course arranged by the Southampton University Air Squadron, Royal Air 
FOl'ce. 

42 • f! 
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1971 1972 1973 

25,000 

24,000 

23,000 

22,000 

21,000 

20,000 

Telephone Calls (General) 

1971 1972 1973 

12,000 

11,000 

10,000 

9,000 

Motorway Telephone Calls 
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1971 1972 1973 

52,000 

50,000 

48,000 

46,000 

44,000 

42,000 

Emergency Calls 

1971 1972 1973 

10,000 

9,000 

8,000 

"-"0. " 

Teleprinter Messages 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

CRIME 

INDICTABLE OFFENCES 

In 1973 indictable offences recorded in Kent totalled 32,684. The 
total yearly crime figures from 1966 are as follows:-

1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 

23, 610 
23, 637 
23, 744 
28, 172 

1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 

28,038 
27,986 
31,215 
32, 684 

In 1972 the increase over 1971 was 11.5%. The increase continued 
in 1973, however, but by July the figures within the County levelled out 
and gradually decreased. For 1973 the percentage increase over 1972 
amounted to 4. 7 %. 

Within the burglary classification it is pleasing to note a decrease 
of 481 crimes or 6.0% compared with 1972. 

Classification of crime showinB an increase 

Malic ious etc. wounding 
Theft of pedal cycles 
Theft from vehicles 
Theft from shops 
Stealing and unauthorised taking of motor vehicles 
Criminal Damage over £20 
For gery and Uttering 

1972 

890 
1027 
29'17 
2487 
3975 

534 
911 

1973 

1076 
1179 
3042 
2903 
4465 

786 
1027 

The crime detection rate for all crime fell from 50.7% in 1972 to 
49.4% in 1973. 

The increased total crime rate in the County, which goes against the 
overall national trend, cannot be accounted for with any degree of certainty. 
The South East is described as an area of growth and it is also a main trunk 
route to the various channel Ports involving the transit of thousands of 
vehicles and persons not resident in the County. 

The opening of many new self-service stores and increased activity 
by private security staff accounts for an increase in the' shoplifting' 
classification. With the exception of thefts from shops and forgery, the 
latter involving fraudulent us e of stolen cheques and credit cards, which 
incidentally the police can do little to prevent/ the remainder of the 
classifications showing an increase are, in the main, committed on the 
streets within large conurbations. 

Violence towards children 

The expression "battered babies" has been highlighted by the press 
during the past few years and this, together with the closer working relation­
ship between the Police and Social Services, could be having an impact on the 
incidence of violence towards children. Not all child deaths fall into the 
category of the "battered baby" syndrome but the number of cases involving 
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a child or children where a person was charged with causing their death 
eluring the paHt six years is as follows:-

196B 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 

G 1 1 2 cases pendin~ 

.:' (one C:aHC involving the death of a mother and her 5 children). 

!Juring 11)73 eight cases of assaults on children were made known to 
the polka and investigated. The disposals of these cases are as follows:-

Court action 
Insufficient evidenc e 
Referred to Social Services 
I~;nquiries pending 

3 
3 
1 
1 

Detail:.; of indictable offences known to the police £01' the past three 
yearN together with a comparison of crimes committed in 1972 and 1973 
arc givcn in t}H~ following tab1e:-

Comparison 
1973 with 1972 

( >ffencc 1973 1972 1971 Increase 
or % 

Decrease 

UH't.mccs againHt the Person:-

MurcIer 3 4 11 - 1 - 25.0 
Attemphl, threats, etc. to murder 16 12 15 + 4 + 33.3 
MunHluughtt~r, in! ant icicle 4 5 2 - 1 - 20.0 
Call1-dng death by dangerous driving 16 23 24 - 7 - 30.4 
Wounding and aSHault 1076 890 697 + 186 + 20.9 
Hapc 26 18 24 + 8 + 44.4 
Other off{'!rlcel-l against females 469 398 465 + 71 + 17.8 
Indecency betwct'n males 92 136 III - 44 - 32.4 
Bigamy 8 3 3 + 5 + 166.7 
Uther offences against the person 4 6 6 - 2 - 33.3 

.sUB- TOTAL 1714 1495 1358 + 219 + 14. 6 
~ 

Bur glnrl & Kindred Offences:-

Bur glary in a dwelling 3671 3991 3813 - 320 - 8.0 
Aggravated burglary in a dwelling 2 2 1 - -
Burglary in a building other than 

a dwelling 3831 3982 3886 - 151 - 3.8 
Aggl·tlVateci bur glary in a building 

(.)thel' than a dwelling 5 3 10 + 2 + 66.7 
Cioing equipped for stealing 57 69 65 - 12 - 17.4 

SUB-TOTAL 7566 8047 7775 - 481 - 6.0 
'.,,-" _. ---- ~---. - - ~ .. ~.~.~--.-~--=-

i' 
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Comp'arison 
1973 with 1972 . 

Increase Offence 1973 1972 1971 or % Decrease 

Other Offences against Property, :-

Robbery and assault with intent 
to rob 119 92 84 + 27 + 29.3 

Thefts from the person of another 101 85 49 + 16 + 18.8 

Thefts in a dwelling (other than 
from meters) 892 762 525 + 130 + 17.1 

Thefts by employees 501 501 475 - -
Thefts of motor vehicles and 

unauthorised taking of motor 
vehicles 4465 3975 3536 + 490 + 12.3 

Thefts of pedal cycles 1179 1027 1046 + 152 + 14.8 

Thefts from unattended vehicles 3042 2977 2266 + 65 + 2.2 

Thefts from shops and stalls 2903 2<!87 27:32 + 416 + 16.7 

Thefts from meters and automatic 
machines 643 635 818 + 1.3 8 ·1 " 

Other thefts and unauthorised 
takings - 5328 4965 3898 + 363 ... 7.3 

Fraud 1539 1771 1728 - 232 - 13.1 

Handling stolen goods 560 557 635 + 3 .j . 5 

- -
StlB-TOTAL 21272 1983l! 17792 + 1438 + 7.3 

Other Indictable Offences :-

Forgery, coi.ning and uttering 1027 911 693 + 116 + 12.7 

Mis ce llaneous 1105 928 368 + 177 + 19.1 

SUB-TOTAL 2132 1839 1061 + 293 + 15.9 

TOTAL INDICTABLE OFFENCES 32684 31215 27986 + 1<169 + 4.7 
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The n1lmber of deaths due tn violence amounted to 23 in 1973 a 
do('re,Hlo of 9 over the previous year. There were 16 cases of causing 
death by clangerous driving in 1973, 7 less than in 1972. 

There were 186 more cases of wounding and assaults recorded in 
11)7'{ than in 1()72, an increase of 20.9%. Of these 49 were of the more 
flerioll~l type (forrner1y felonious wounding) and 1027 were those of the less 
Ilcric)ufl type anci aEHHlults occasioning actual bodily harm. 

Therc were l6 cases of rape and 293 indecent assaults on females 
during the year compared with 18 and 247 of these offences in 1972. Cases 
of unlawful sexual intercourse on girls numbered 164 in 1973 whereas in 
1 1)'7,~ the fi gil rewa H 143. 

In tIl(! group relating to violence as a whole an increase of 219 offences 
()r 1·1. ()% Willi recordcd in 1C)73. 

(WFI':NCES A(iAINST l'ROPI';RTY 

.Burglary ctc. 

Th(' off(·llC.:e of burglary can be committed at any time of the day or 
night and, indudl!}; any building. The offence of aggravated burglary occurs 
wlwrl the off("nder has with him a firearm, imitation firearm, any weapon of 
offence or any explosive. The latter crime imposes a maximum sentence of 
imprisonment for lift! whereas the maxImum sentence for burglary without 
itggravatiol1 is one of fourteen years imprisonment. 

Sevcn offCnC(-'H of aggravated burglary occurred in 1973 as opposed to 
liVl' in 11)7,1. hut hurg1arieH without aggravation decreased both in relation to 
tlwtllling hOlH;CS and other preI'nises. In 1973 there were 3, 671 bur glaries in 
dw('lling hOU1H.~S .mel :3, 811 in premis es other than dwellings resulting in an 
!lvt~rall d('cr(~<H;(' of '1. 'H:) on the figures for 1972. Taking this group as a 
whole there WPl'C 481 ()[fences (or 6. O%) less in 1973 than in 1972. 

Hohllt'riCB, TIH'ftH, Frauds and Handling Stolen Property 

Indktuhl<.' offences under this heading show an increase of I, 438 offences 
nl' 7.~~;\ ill 11)'71, but offences of theft alone accounted for most of the increase 
.lIld, in fal't, allwtmted to 58. 3% of the total crime committed, but of these 
many Wert' of a trivial nature . 

Hohh('rit.'B and ass •. m1ts with intent to rob numbered 119 during the year 
whh'h hl twt:nty SCVCl1 nwre than in 1972. 
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THEFTS 

Thefts from the person 

101 cases of this type of offence, which includes thefts from shopping 
bags, handbags and pockets, were com~itted in 1973, 16 more than in 1972, 
an increase of 18.8%. Most of these cnmes occur at shopping centres, 
markets, race meetings and football matches. 

Thefts from unattended vehicles 

There were 3,042 crimes of this nature recorded in 1973 which is 65 
or 2.2% more than in 1972 when 2,977 offences were committed. This class 
of offence continues to increase despite the appeals and advicl:: which have 
been issued to the public through advertisements in the press and other media. 
Needless to say many of these crimes could have been avoided had the losers 
heeded the warnings given. It can only be stressed that still greater care must 
be taken by the owners of vehicles which are left unattended if any reduction in 
this class of crime is to be achieved. , 

Thefts from meters and automatic machines 

643 offences of this type were committed in 1973. This is 8 more than 
in 1972. The majority of these were thefts from gas and electricii:y meters, 
but also included are thefts from telephone kiosks and vending machines, placed 
on the forecourts of shops. 

Thefts from shops and supermarkets 

In 1973 there w~.is an increase in this category after the d~crease recorded 
last year. 2,903 offences were committed in 1973 as compared with 2,487 in 
197:?, representing a rise of 416 or 16.7%. 

Thefts of pedal cycles 

In 1972, 1,027 pedal cycles were stolen. In 1973 the figures increased 
by 152 to a total of I, 17C), a rise of 14.80/0. Offences in this cate,gory may be 
expected to increas e still further as the market value of cycles rlses due to the 
fuel shortage. 

Thefts and unauthorised taking of motor vehicles 

During the year 4, 465 motor vehicles were recorded as either stolen or 
taken without consent of the owner as compared with 3,975 offences i,n 1972 
which is an increase of 490 or 12.3%. The theft or taking of a motor vehicle 
without authority continues in an upward trend as it has done for manx years 
past, although the majority are recovered intact. Even so these vehlcles are 
often used in the commission of yet another crime, such as burglary or robbery. 
The fact that many of the vehicles stolen are never recovered does cause concern 
and every effort is made to uncover evidence of "ringi.ng". The possibility that 
some of the cars are transported abroad, particularly to Europe, is not over­
looked and a close liaison is maintained with the customs and other enforcement 
agencies in an endeavour to detect this method of disposal. .. ' 

Other thefts 

Thefts under this heading relate to thefts of mail, thefts of livestock and 
other thefts not classified elsewhere. 5, 328 offences 1'.1, this group were 
recorded in 1973 and 4,965 in 1972 - a rise of 363 or /.3%. 

I· 
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Fraud 

Frauds in this group include frauds by company directors, false 
accounting, obtainin.g money by deception and cheque frauds. In 1973 the 
total amounted to I, 539 which is a decrease of 232 or 13. 1 % over the total 
of 1,771 recorded in 1972. 

Handling stolen goods 

During 1973 there were 3 or .5% more cases of handling stolen 
p:r.operty than in 1972 when 557 offences were disclosed. The numbers do 
not include those where persons were found guilty by the Courts of handling 
as an .. alte:x:native char ge to bur glary or theft and in these cases the 
classification of the original charge remains unaltered. 

DISTRIBUTION OF CRIME 

The following table gives details of indictable offences o:n a divisional 
basis oye!' the past three years, and shows how the year under review 
compares with 1972. 

Indictable Offences Comparison 1973 with 1972 
Division Increase' or 1973 . 1972 1971 

Decrease per cent 

A 4,719 4, 606 3., 695 + 113 + 2.5 

B 5, 685 4,892 4,814 + 793 +16.2 

C 4,333 4,212 4, 029 + 12.1 + 2.9 

D 2,835 3, 160 2,940 - 325 -10. 3 

E 3,729 3, 408 2, 576 + 321 + 9.4 

:IT 3,355 3, 398 2,825 - 43 - 1.3 

G 2,231 2, 172 2,145 + 59 + 2.7 

H 1,795 1,726 1,737 + 69 + 4.0 

J 4, 002 3, 641 3,225 +.361 + 9.9 

TOTAL 32, 684 31,215 27,986 +1469 + 4.7 

Crime and Police Strength 

In order to provide an approximate assessment of the crime-strength 
situation :(or the year, the number of recorded crimes was divided by the 
number of policemen at sub-divisional strength which produced an average 
figure of 20.9 crimes per officer. In 1972 this figure amounted to 20. O. 

Crime and G.1. D. Strength 

By taking the number of C; 1. D. pel;"sonnel operating at sub-divisional 
level and excluding those engaged at divisional and Force Headquarters on 
supervisory duties, the number of crime complaints received during the year 
amounted to 236.9 per C.!. D. Officer, a decrease of 7. 1 on the previous year. 

i 

1 
1 

d 

II 
Ii 
j.j 

" 

II 
11 
II I 
I 
I 
! 

It 
I' 

ii 
il 
If 
Ii 
t! 
II 
II 

II 

II 
.1 
Ii 

11 

I 
,I 
II 
Ii 
[I 

II 
1\ !I q 
tJ 
I! 
I, 

n 
II 
l' 

II .\ 

II 
\ 
! 

I 

- 43 -

Crime and Population 

According to the most recent census, the estimated population in the 
Kent Police District is 1,434,960 and the number of indictable offences per 
thousand residents amounted to 23.2 compared with 22.4 in 1972 based on 
the population for that year. The table below sets out by divisions the total 
number of actual crimes recorded together with the number of crimes 
committed per thousand head of population. 

DIVISION A B C D 

Sub-Division 

Total Crime in 1973 4719 5685 4333 2835 

25 23 22 16 
Crimes per 1, 000 

population 1.:-_:......::-_________ +-____ --'-_____ --+..,._. ___ --4 _______ -' 

DIVISION E F G H J 

'0 '0 
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&3~ Sub-Divisions u~ rn < f:-1 AA~~ 
, 

Total crime 1973 3729 3355 2231 1795 4002 

Crime per 1,000 
population 27 31 23 20 27 
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crUMES CLEARED UP 

A table showing details of indictable offences cleared up in 1973, 
togethe.r with a comparison of the detection rates over the past three years 
£o:r these offences is given be1ow:-

JNDICTABLE OFFENCES CLEARED UP 

1973 Percentage cleared up 
(including previous years) OHr.:mces 

Offences Offences 
1973 1972 1971 recorded cleared up 

OHences a.gainst the Person: 

Murder 3 3 100.0 75.0 90.9 
Attempts ~ , threats, to murder 

etc. 16 16 100.0 100.0 93.3 
Manslaughter, infanticide 4 4 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Causing death by dangerous 

driving 16 16 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Wounding and assault 1076 852 79.2 81.9 81.9 
Rape 26 16 61. 5 61. 1 83.3 
Other offences against females 469 343 73.1 71. 4 77.2 
Unnatural offences 92 62 67.4 90.4 77~ 5 
.Bigamy 8 8 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Other offences against the 

person 4 2 50.0 100.0 83.3 
Burgla~ and Kindred Offences: 

Bur gl~u:y in a cl welling 3671 883 24. 1 40.9 42.9 
Aggravated bur gla:z;y in a 

dwelling 2 1 50.0 50.0 100.0 
Bur glary in a building other 

than a dwelling 3831 1373 35.8 39. 1 46.2 
Agg:t'avat;ed burglary in a 
building other than dwelling 5 3 60.0 33.3 20.0 
Going equipped <for stealing 57 57 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Othel: offences against 
1)r Of' ertl: 

Robbery and assault with 
intent to rob 119 81 68.0 58.7 46.4 

'rhefts from the person of 
another 101 28 27.7 49.4 44.9 

'l'hefts £:rom a dwelling '< .. 
(other than meters) 892 380 42.6 48.2 64.4 

Thefts by emP.10yees 501 477 95.2 96.2 97.3 
Thefts 0.£ motor vehicles ) 

Unauthorised taking of 
) 

4465 1383 30.9 35.0 39.5 ) 
:rl'lotor vehIcles ) 

I 
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-
Percentage c.leared up 1973 

, (including previous years) 
Offences . 

Offences Offences 
1973 1972 1971 recorded cleared up 

Other offences against 
EroEertr.:.... I Thefts of pedal cycles 1179 196 16.6 17.9 20.7 

Thefts from unattended 
vehicles 3042 805 26.5 30.9 42.2 

Thefts from shops and 
stalls 2903 2604 89.7 89.5 91. 4 

Thefts from meters and 
automatic machines 643 270 41. 9 I 48.5' 61. 9 

Other thefts and unauthorised . 
takings 5328 1591 29.9 37.5 45.6 

Fraud 1539 1288 83.7 87.3 92.1 

Handling stolen goods 560 560 100.0 100.2 99.8 

Other Indictable Offences: 

Forgery, coining and 
uttering 1027 981 95.5 95.9 97.5 

Miscellaneous 1105 578 52.3 59.5 77.4 

TOTALS 32684 14861 45.5 50.7 57.2 

Details of crime cleared up at divisional and County level during 1973 
are given in the following table .. The detected crime percentages include any 
offences which were cleared up in the current year even though they were 
committed in a previous year. 

ALL CRIMES BURGLARY ETC. 
Division 

Committed Detected % Detected Committed Detected % Detected 

A 4719 1928 44.7 1129 237 27.5 , 

B 5685 2323 48.~ 1518 427 45.5 

C 4333 1854 45.5 949 310 38.8 

D 2835 1464 53.9 646 193 32.7 

E 3729 1653 46.5 809 266 38.8 

F 3355 1473 48.6 758 242 39.7 

G 2231 1153 39.3 654 233 39.3 

H 1795 969 57.0 358 112 37.7 

J 4002 2044 54.0 745 297 43.9 

TOTAL 32684 14861 49.4 7566 2317 38.5 
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Th,d, Ptll:'{~(~ntage oJ: decc:ctior'l [or 1973 in the two ma.in categories of 
l;1Jl·~~t(!l:t'!f H{ ahow» .cOi.' e~J,ch division in the table below. No useful purpose 
~/lr)Uld be .(jlcrYtHl by ,including in this table the number of crimes cleared up 
in flJlation to tho: OUOi'iCc or ) goj,ng equipped for stealing' as such offences 
tt.';t'ct).IJJmru~Hc~.lly dctdctad upon discovery. 

nl1HGl./V1Y IN J)Wr~LLt:NG 
B UBGLAHY O'IHEH THAN 

DWELLING 
,;n 

197a 
~~~ .. 1072 1973 1972 

A 24.t1 4,7.l 28.6 33. 5 

52. () 3 (3. £1 37.8 40.6 

28. !J 4G. 3 <16.9 L12.4 

22.U 48.9 44.1 37.4 

2i:!. !J 30.3 '17.0 33.7 

3·1.4 20.J. '1<1. 8 45. 7 

25.!.l 37.3 '1.9.7 38.2 

n :W,U 51. 5 '1." 0 38.7 

:HL H 'J3. H 45.8 43.1 

-
co t~NTY :W,7 40,9 l12.2 39.1 

--

i , 
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NON INDICTABLE OFFENCES - other than motpring 

>,' 

Classification of offence 

Food and Dn J'S 

Aliens Orders 

Assaults on Police 

Assatllts - Common 

Betting', Gaming, etc. .. 

Cruelty to Animals 

Cruelty to Children 

Diseases of Animals Acts 

Dog Offences 
----- -- -- --------

Education Acts 

Firearms Acts 

Fishery Laws 

Game Laws 

Highways Acts (Other than Motor Vehicles) 
--- - -------- -----

Pedal Cycle Offences 

Indecent EX1>0sure 

Drunkenness - simple 

Drunkenness - aggravated 
---------------- - -----~-------

Licensing Offences 

Other Liquor Offences .. 
Malic ious Damage 

-------------~------------

National Assistance Acts 
-- --------- ---- - - ---------- ----

National Insurance Acts 

1973 

22 

208 

29 
4 

20 

4' 

9 

438 

11 

81 

206 

1972 

36 
9 

21~1 

51 
--- --

68 

23 

4 

139 

22 

36G 

16 

106 

183 

183 173 
--- -- ---- - ---- -------- -

129 96 

2.:17 

1j5 

34 

187 

291 

50 

31 
11 4 

155 115 
-- ----_._-----

62 124 ------,----- -------,'--------

Offences a "ainst Service Law . , 9 2 
--=-~--=-_=_.....:.....~--=-__=_.....:.....___'_ _ __'_ ________ • ____ H·~;>___ _ _ - --

Disorderly _e0E..dE.~t Other than drunk;e,.;.,;n;.;;.:n;,;..e;.:;s;.:;s,L.) ,, ___________ 114 
Prevention of Crimes· Acts 122 
- ---- -~------

Public Health Acts 16 
------------ - -------

Railway Offences 
Motor Vehicle Licences 
Dog Licences 

lOll 

5503 
163 

101 
151 

86 
227 

5867 
103 

---- --------- -- - ------------~------- ----

Other Revenue Offences 
----------------- -- --------- - --~ 

sta e CarriaO'e and P.S. V. 
-------- ---~--------- -

Va rancy Acts 
Wei rhts and Measures Acts 
-- - -- -- - ----- -~- -- - ---

Wild Bird Protection Acts ----------------------------
Wireless rrelegraphy Acts 

~-----------------------
Indecency 'with children 

----- - ---------- -- -----------------------
Other Offences 

1 
40 
21 
15 

JtO------ -----

7 
-----

204 

8 
18 
25 
-

13 
9 

263 

12 25 

753 694 

~~~~~£f_e-n-c-e-s-_--------~--, ... ;:;.--...... -.~ ... ,.~-~-~--' .... - --... ---.... -.... -_ -_ -..... -_ -.... -.... -.... -.... -.... ---.... ---..;.:.-=_-~--__ --"'"-----"-----.J+-[L -~9-:-~-U-+--_-1-. ~-.~-:-:---ij 
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'l'he' tlit.a~ r.~utlbcr {If rn;:tter!a18 6uhmitted to the Home Office Forensic 
1"f ~t'nrc l.t¥hm'ilW:d~Q hi Iq1~~f lor ~xami1'la .. tion amounted to 1706 compared 
'>f;~Ui 1·nij;f~IIJ12. 

'OU'! nHH·r:2"ifilflexam.ifH~d tdatc:d to murder, attempted murder, 
luilnwlf.£.tj p.,htiJTI,ndwf.mwHngn (27)1 ra.pe J attempted :rape and other sexual 
tttft"flf{:l!ti {41} :lU'IHH'I £tnd fill'un' c.i:'irninal damage (27), robbery (10), burglary (62), 
H~f"Hn (Pi', !tj'rgt~ry Wit tirenrrrw .1nd explosive o£rences (18), road accidents 
(l.ll'r fH;'~$Jidtltjt:f dilalliln ll(») and miscellaneous offences (13). Evidence 
ta~h~1nUed Hi< ~'cl(!,{wn i·c;) di'ug of!onc(:s totalled 185 and 1261 samples of blood 
It'!' !J:dfH"! w"f'eftJr\f"ol"d(~d tn tht1 lafw:ratol:'iee hi connection with prosecutions 
m~.Htl~JhJ{ Ih'i"lhq~ r;,r hcm~~ in e1m.l·ge of a motor vehicle whilst under the inCluence 
tit drw}t: Of fh·~.tWt. 

h. till'" '1(- .. £1' {arrenUy ll.nrler review the deta.ils of 6, 4:55 persons, not 
p~t~YW:;H1IT' %'NIIl".J.f.Hi, wt~'J:(~ lidded to the maJ.n Nominal Index which now hous es 
thi" :rt~('tH'dH ol ~)'hl ~rn perMil'H,. In addition during the year) 2, 079 persons 
nlr{~tHiy flH l'{'Hlrd were rCi'fH}vl<::ted of criminal offences compared with 2, 147 
in !tl'l$!' 

tht'WH tln> y(' •. u', .! '~I 7t,(~ flc;~rches WC1'C made on the Nominal Index, which 
~j;( llldc'P' .tU lJ('r~Hm!, want(~ti or NUflfHH:ted or crime, and hom these 10,252 
p'*"~flmH1 Wf·1"(" Hlf"ntU ietl at-I heing on rtH'ord and 372 identified as wanted or 
1~l1if)llt~( tf'!¥l ut', rlnv~. CunllJurllble figureR for 1972 were 21J 498 seaTches of 
v;hu It. fl • • ~HH IHH'notH~ WCl"(! identified us on record and 249 persons idel1l:ified 
.lti '.ullnt{',J I,r tjtHiptWI:t)d. 

HOPUl'tN WN"G :r~('eivcd regtu·din.g 1,975 missing persot1,s and 1,645 
;,IHHHwh'ftl (ruut fttcn'tul hoapitalH, hOl"stal l.rtstH\ltions and places of care. 
l'ht·tH~ uliu'.v{:d <in iU\':rOlH)~ ~.)f l.i7 tnil1aing PCl1;'SOl'tB s.nd 126 absconders over 
tiH" p~'&vimm VNH'. 

In ~\ lor-dum t'! with na.titHMl policy c(u'tnin caeogol'les of traffic and other 
nuu .. nulH' t~hh~ utr('!un.Hl {iN! no hmger :t·ecor.ded by the poHce. In spite of this, 
fhl;" HHHlh('1t III IHU'lhlnl:l l"c'i..'ul'licd in th(! t\.ppJ:oprillte irl.dices have lncreased during 
l'l'j, 1:t'nm '\llt\r(i~H'tH.\t("ly 'V\/ 000 to 46 1 000. Persons :resident in Kent who were 
Hit" !mhJt<t,t all nrdt.H'tl td' dinqualificutitm frum dl'lving as at 31st December, 1973 
m~mhN·('!{l .~. "h8 11H uppur.t'd l(.\ ~, a~o in 1972 a.nd 1/700 in 1971. 1,819 of the 
'tU'rN\! iH·!i~l"t. 4,i'tilnq\mlifir-o,ti(Hl will tcri'l'tinate dudng 1974 but 749 will remain 
Hl '~H'~ (\ hlwnml tt~14.' tmd theu/;,; mdudo sove:t:al orders of disqualification for life. 

T1H-rp h{w lH'\~n a 9tN\d~' i:m;'r~nHe in tho work carried out by the section 
.hH'U\~ t'n ~~ fh{\f'1P H. nu duubt tlH:rl in the rrlai.n this is due to Divisional staff 
hN i'H'Ihnk~ hn.H't:' 'l"\'tH·~ \', the h\t'Hit.i~~ uvailnhlo to thcnt. All courses at 
UNuhl~lilNN'~l' 'l:r(~ If"dm'Nl un CrUl\(' Intdligenee aild many of them visit the 
.It'l'fl.rtm~m. 
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There was a complete change in the Field Intelligence Staff and they 
are now attached to the Support Groups. The officers attached to No. 1 
Support Group have been engaged for the greater part of the year on a single 
complicated enquiry. However, a considerab'le amount of useful information 
has been obtained and assistance rendered on operations and othel: Divisional 
problem s in relation to crime. 

The photofit and antiques officer has given valuable as sistance to 
divisions throughout the year and has been responsible for the identification 
of property on a number of occasions. The number of identifications by 
photofit also increased in 1973. 

1973 saw the commencement of the Central Illegal Immigration and 
Drugs Intelligence Unit in London. Close contact has been maintained and 
the information held in the Crime Intelligence Section has been of great 
assistance to the unit. 

Much useful information has been obtained from the French and Belgian 
Police and Customs Officials through the Continental Liaison Officer., He has 
also carried out enquiries on the continent for this force and assisted other 
forces in making enquiries. 

FINGERPRINT AND PHOTOGRAPHIC DEPARTMENT 

Scenes of Crime 

During 1973 the divisional Scene of Crime Officers attended 10,731 
scenes which was a considerable increase over the 8,714 visits made during 
the previous year, 

249 total loss and re-built vehicles were examined during the year by 
the vehicle examiners of the section and while a number of stolen vehicles 
wer e identified nOne were found during this type of examination. 

An addition to the normal wo:rk load was experienced, pa:rticularly in 
West Kent Divisions in the last qual'ter of the year owing to the problems of 
suspect mail thought to contain explosive devices. In all 385 suspect packets 
and letters were dealt with between August and the end of the year. In many 
instances it was necessary to have the mail screened by the explosive officers 
at Cannon Row Police Station. 

Of the (our officers who received basic Scene of Cl'ime training dm:ing 
the yeaT, three have now join€.ld the department to replace officers who have 
left. . 

Fingerprint J),~partment 

During th\~ year the number of persons identified by finger and palm 
prints increased by 83 over the previous year to a total of 620. This is the 
highest figu.re yet achieved by the department. 

Th.e employment of two additional fingerprint officers during the year 
has not only reduced to a minimum the delays in searching which were always 
present previously, but has undoubtedly contributed to the increase in 
identifications and has helped to produce a steady work flow through the 
department. 
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" -" " ~.N·fi ~ r":':l:'W~ ;,n'! $;:\lC:1 by the experts from the 

1';('; ~, .. t1Jc<!t·t.,~ If~$., ,'i,r, 1 1 ,Ji'r., ;lfLu~.¥~,n4' 

'~eH'rl~ M'(, t.~.r ti'HIHf~r~f,i t!xpej'l'tll withln the Department and no 
~"~i :q.ru.t ,.Uj( fl't'!i rHU!wor!(!,r the expert? course during: the year, 

h. OHt) d(~!jI.u·tnl('!.l th(:l"c ·.uarJ aitw an increase in the work produced. 
, i!H' ,,! thf~ h~l'$I;Nlf la t !nft! in thin inn'eaBc W,HI the additional 825 fingerprint 
u~H I) J"li~'tltPI"'\li/ht,tl till' tli(-' fmg01'{/l'int dcpttrtmcnt making a total of 41 341 
·k.;D' 'Ndh d;l HH~ "/(',11:. i ruth t.hem tJV(ll" .:.(11 000 prints were produced. 

"l'f.~l f~ flit" '/llhmH' h! Wilr!, ill high and haR increaa ed l .the amount ?£ 
A,.~J· 't;,~W $,4"1'1 t~r~~l ... d itl<t f tmat'i.('r111:; hrw OlfrH!t mnny of the tl.me consumlng 
~,!,,' j'fP)#>f, >lwl n,t, r,~af! ;.-IVI' ,,~; ;Iiifil"tihen in coping with the increased 
'Ji+"1!f~~1 1~i;.J"-3'f! 

HULl,!.} ~.LCg H ,:; 
.,.,.t#;""4,.,.:,''''~#J4'(~,.!;:W:I;>I~~,~~",~ 

:"\ thL;:! "t ·t'w p{,l'tmUfJ were da.dt with during 1973 for o££ences 
e "W I'J'IJ;;S;~: t 'mtroUI'" IlrHg'i. Ihih w an increas(,! of 2.0% over the 1972 
hK'Jt'f'· 

'1.hL"")!,il l,,,tt oi th~', ml reMIt:' w duo to greater success by H.lvt. 
('a')t"!!,·, i,V Lt'u! I -'II'! I, till" flvt'l".dl pil'tHl'C i~ 01\(' of drug abuse increasing 
" f't(lf' l,,'. ',hH'.\ , flIhlHU'PIIlH with !tlt/,l, whcm 11. M. Customs dealt with 
·~'l i'<·t'tH>Wl; i,huWh tll~t Hi ilmr y(~Ul'!i the number of ]<:nown oHellders has 
I'HH'H !I\' t·, ",;. 

Ul(·~!iLl. tr.tnp'hmg in th'I~W\ ii, lughly lucrative, consequently the would 
l.c' Ih'H~~ ·.',t'l '!H('I, nut hH\'C' diHl! ~IUr m Ending a willi.ng supplier. A1s0 1 

1·1" ,amn' ,'1 fl.t· i~l'HHt.ll.dH;'t the' tewie:m'y is for traffickers to become more 
"t'H'~IH"'H·tt .lud Ilwn+,'v %1""1'1' ,jdh~ I.It tIl ( lllnhut. 

nu' !lnlltW.'i.HH {,.lbh· H1V('H a t'IHnparislln of drug offenders and oHences 
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The number of persons dealt with who were under 20 years of age 
decreased for the first time. The reasons for this are not known but it is 
to be hoped that it is a frend which will continue. Similarly the number of 
persons dealt with for possession of the drug commonly known as L. S. D. 
decreased for the fir st time. The dangers of misuse of this drug cannot be 
over emphasised, thus any sign that its use might be diminishing is to be 
welcomed. 

lvtany of the persons dealt with by H. M. Custol'ns for illegal 
importation offences were aged over 30 years consequently that category 
of perSOn shows an increase over the previous year. 

During the year the Misuse of Drugs Act, 1971, and Regulations made 
thereunder, was brought into force and updated the law. I.n. particular the 
Misuse of Drugs (Safe Custody) Regulations, which become fully operative 
during 1974 provide for additional security in the stodng and custody of 
drugs. The responsibility for enforcement of these regulations will be shared 
between Crime Prevention O£:ficers and the two Chemist Inspection Officers. 
These two officers were, as reported last yearl appointed during 1972 and the 
positiol1 was to be evaluated after a period of twelve months. As a result, a 
decision was made that the posts should continue on a permanent basis. Their 
regular inspection of registe:l"s dealing with supplies of drugs together with the 
new safe cust(:>cly regulations should effectively deal with this aspect of drug 
security. 

ALIENS OFFICE 

The n1.1l11ber of aliens registered in the County on the 31st December, 
1973 was as fo11ows:-

Male Female Total 

JI:uropea:n 428 442 870 

Asiatic 375 224 599 
American 230 191 421 

African 90 52 142 

Others 14 8 22 

1137 917 2054 

988 initial registrations were effected during the year compared with 
I, 835 in the preceding year but one factor which acc01.ll1ts for the reduction 
in registrations recorded during 1973 is that on the 1st Janua,ty, 1973 new 
provisions of the Immigration Act 19711 were introduced exempting ce:r.tain 
aliens from :r.egistration, i. e. students provided their stay in this country 
does not exceed six months. 

1971 
197i! 
1973 

99 
58 

101 

It should be bo,rne in mind, however, that the figures quoted above only 
relate to the position at the end of the yea:r., when, due to the winter closing 
of certain establishments such as restaurants, the figures are consIderably 
less than during the summer months. 
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_1.1 01 I j 

'l'he nVIlUtJ,biHty o!e;.cpe:d,enccd Crime PrevenHon Officers at most 
pr/lie. ('. fHntlC)1.t} in tha C('nmty and pubHclty connected with this service has 
l('rl to ", -13S rn-emi3t::8 1,ciI:tg 8ul;vcyed and recommendations made to improve 
tht·i.l'" Iwcudty. R!';qucsts [(11: aelvice were received from large commercial 
'Jmict·tukillBtJ/ local authoriti.es) and pubHc utilities in addition to house­
}wldcru fuvl nmall flhopkccpara. That the general public heed the advice is 
bm:'r., nut by thd fuel that chore arc now 5, 104 commercial alarm systems 
inf}ttdlf~d in rn'(UniCSCD thr(}ughc)ut the County compared with 2.,593 in 1970. 

The m.1lt'lbcr n! alat'med premises attacked has fallen from 268 in 1972 
to t~'iB thi() yt'!:tl,t dcepitt' an increa,Be of 880 systems. 73 persons were 
,u'r('fll~d at) a l'ctmlt and 108S ()f f.)):;'operty or entry avoided on 129 occasions. 
It tIl fippn.rent tha.t an intruder ala:r:rn is an import.ant crime prevention 
trtCtHHt:t'(~ but Hs oftacHVcrteSB is greatly reduced when inexpert installation, 
pum." l'nl7i.lnt(mo.nce or miaopc.l:'atien results in unnecessary attention by 
paLl'ollhlB. peltC'c o£f.i(!(H'(1. In 1973 ther.e were 12, 482 false calls from 
intrude1: nlurn18 which ir\evitably wasted many police man hours, During 
lhc- yen'!:' therc!ore the 6oct:ion devoted a considerable amount of time examining 
lrw!;nllat'ionn which produced an excess or .ralse calls and 160 formal site 
moctinga with tlubac:dbe:ra and alarm companies were attended. In all but 11 
nHICl1 Inltlo tal1(j were drastically reduced. 

1~1 t',Hlio alo.rnul .11'C currently owned Or hired from the Home Office, 
Ilnd tht~y have been irwtallcd ICll' varying periods in 156 different premises 
\lJlllf'l't· an ulilawful ('ntry waH anticipated thus avoiding lengthy observations . 
• ~.O IH'}'fnlU" ,V('l'{' .trl'Plil cd ill' a clirc(·t result of these installations. 

Tull,u to lo('al organisations continue to playa p:l.' omInent part in 
C(hH~nting the publh! in crime prevention and 1157 were given during the year. 
<11) 1(H'lur~8 t() po1i('e offlcc:1.'s 111 training were undertaken and regular 
hl~I!i1c1~·l.wtn nn llH' Rub;cct were p:r:cficnled on B. B. C. Radio Medway. It is 
(\IHitH\.t!nl C1H1C Crilnc Prevention. Officer& worle closely with Insurance 
nm'V{l¥Ol'H and a 8~rn{no.l' wns held at wl1l.ch mutual problems were discussed 
and (\1) irnprovcd dcg:r:cc ()f co-operation was obtained. 
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