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ABSTRACT OF THESIS
SOCIAL CLASS, ANOMIE AND DELINQUENCY

Durihg the past three decades, the theory of gnomie
has become one of the leading explanations of devianc be-
havior in contemporary theory. Soclological interest in
the theory has been great because it offers an explanation
of deviant, behavior within the context of the larger soclety
and its social structure, ratﬁer than as a.product of
biological or individual psychological faiters. As is often
the gase with seminal ideas of this nature, there has been
a tendency‘to reify the relation of anomie to deviant be-
havior as something given, without subjecting it adequately
to empirical investigation required to test it.

The present investigation has focused on the relation
of social class to anomie and delinguent behé&ior, with the
hope that some light might be shed on two impertant theore-
tical issues surrounding ahomic theery. The first issue
involves the investigation of the extent of the empirical
support of Robert Merton's thesis that the unequal distri-
bution of opportunity to reach culturally prescribed success
goals leads to greater anomin stralns and pressures toward
deviant behavior in the lower strata of society. The second
issue concerns the criticism that anomic theory‘may explain
utilitarian adult crime, but is unable to explain most
juvenile delinquency, which is often viewed as primarily

nonutilitarian in nature.

iii

3
i
1




et o A ey 2

In part, at least, this study 1s a replization of
earlier studies that have treated these issues. However,
in “his study we have attempted to go beyond most earlier
studies by performing simultaneous measurements of social
class, success values, anomie and delinquent behavior, wﬁich
apparently has not been previously undertaken.

From our analysis of the responses of 403 eleventh
grade students in the Rocky Mountain area to our guestion-
aire, we found: 1) Pairly strong support for Mertoan's thesis
that the inculcation of success values are pattemed charac-
teridtics which cross-cut subgroup differences; 2) strong
support for the hypothesis that discrepancles between aspir-
ations for success and means to success ar? negativelyvre~
lated to social status; 3) no support for the hypothesis
that either anomie as a subjective experience or delingquency
are more common in the lower strata of society; 4) no rela-
tionship between our measurement of~discre§ancies'between

aspirations and their accessibility and subjective anomie or

' delinquent behavior; 5) a moderate relationship between both

utilitarian and nonutilitarian delinquency and subjgctive
anomie. Hence, the conclusions of tﬁis research are that
anomie and delingquent behavior are not class linked phenom-
ena, and that there is a significant relationship between
subjective anomie‘and both utilitarian and nonutilitarian

delinquent behavior.
Leslie David Wilcox
Sociology Department
Colorado State University
Ft. Collins, Colorado 80521
June, 1969
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CHAPTER ONE

THE PROBLEM

This research is a regional study in the American

society aimed at exploring the relation between soclal class,

anomie and delinqguent behavior among high school youth.
THE THEORETICAL IMPORTANCE

During the past thiee decades, the theory of anomie
has become onz of -.1e lcading explanations of deviant be-
havior in contemporary @heory. Considerable interest has
been ‘shown in the concept of anomie by sociologists because
it offers an explanation of deviant behavior within the
context of the larrer society and its social structure,
rather than as a product of biological or individual psy-
chological factors and psychiatric complexes. Robert
Merton's theoretical treatment of anomie; particularly, was
one of a number of theories of deviant behavior developed
in the past half century in opposition to biologically and
psychoanalytically oriented positions.l In the Mertonian

sense, the theory of anomie focuses attention on the social

n

lpobert K. Merton, "Social Structure and Anomie
American Sociological Review, 3:672-682, October, 1938;
"Soclal structure and Anomie: Revisions and Extensions,
in Ruth Nanda Anshem, The Family: Its Function and Destiny
(New York: Harper and ROW, ISH9), pp. 275-312; "social
Structure and Anomie," pp. 161-194, in Robert K. Merton,
Social Theory and Social Structure, (Rev. ed.; New York:
The Free Press of Glencoe, 1957).
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structure of society for explanatlons of deviant behavior.
He considers deviant behavior to be the result of malinte-
gration of soclety which produces a strain toward anomie and
deviant behavior.? ‘

The influence of this theory on contemporary sociology
has been great. For instance, Albert Cohen asserts that,
"Without any doubt, this body of ideas, which has come to
be known as 'anomic theory,' has been the most influential
single formulation in the sociology of deviance in the last
25 years, and Merton's paper, in its original or revised
versigns, is possibly the most frequently quoted single paper
in modern sociology."3 As with many sociological theories,
however, there has often been a tendency to reify the rela-
tion of anomie to deviant behavior as something given,
without subjecting it adequately to the findings of research
on deviant behavior, or thoroughly analyzing the theoretical
assumptions on which it is based. As is often the case with
seminal ideas of this nature, the logical elaboration of
this theory has considerably outdistanced the empirical
investigations required to test it.

In recent literature, some questions have arisen con-

ceming the empirical support of Merton's hypothesis that

6 2Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure, op cit.,
p. 162.

3albert Cohen, "Toward a Theory of Deviant Behavior:
Continuities Continued," paper presented to session on
deviant behavior, American Soclological 4ssociation meeting,
August 28, 1963.
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differential access to the various means of achieving success ¥
in the American society leads to greater strains toward %
anomlie and deviant behavior in the lower classes. Previous

studies designed to test this hypothesis have produced in-

conclusive and often contradictory results.4 Sociologists

generally recognize the need for more research to clarify

{ the relationship between social class, anomie and deviant

behavior. In part, the present research is a replication
of these earlier studies using standardized measures of the ;

sociologically significant variables. This study also

propoges to measure a wider range of variables than have

;

i

i

1

)
- ({ g
. H normally been undertaken in previous studies. ' ’ 4
1 . i

i

There has also been some questioﬁs raiséd'conceining‘ BRI
the applicability of this theory to juvenile delingquent . Q

behavior. Cohen, for example has suggested that the theory

uFor a more detailed statement of this .problem see;
leo Srole, "Social Integration and Certain Corollaries: An
Exploratory Study,;"” American Sociological Review., 21:709- i
716, December, 1956: Alan H. Roberts and Milton Rokeach, &
. "Anomie Authoritarianism, and Prejudice: A Replication. "égf o
! erican Journal of Sociology, 61:355-358, January, 1956; s
5 Wendell Bell, Anomie, social Interaction, and the Class
Structure," Sociometry, 20:105-106, June, 1957; Dorothy
Meier and Wendell Bef%. "Anomia and Differential Access
to the Achievement of Life Goals, "American Sociological
Review., 24:189-208, aApril 1959; HaTrold Mizruchi, "Soclal
Structure and Anomie in a Small City," American Sociological
Review., 25:645 654, October, 1960. Se€ also his Success
and Opportunity: A Critical Examination of Class Structure
and Anomie in American Society (New York: The pree Press of
Glencoe, 19¢4j), pp. 49-50.
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of anomle provides a plausable explanation of the utilitarian

criminal behavior of the professional adult criminal, but
does not apply to most juvenile delinquen% behavior which
tends to be more nonutilitarian in nature.? A review of
previous research in delinquent behavior clearly inéicates
a need for more thorough investigation of the relation be-
tween anomie and juvenile deviancy. The present study is
focused on high school youth from various socio-economic
backgrounds with the hope that some light may be shed on
these theoretical contradictions.
. PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE

Socioclogists have long recognized that the growth of
urban-industrial societies has normally been accompanied by
increasing rates of social deviation such as delinquency,
crime, drug addiction, alcholism, mental illness, sucide
and social unrest. Theée features of tne Gesellschaft
tyﬁé'sociéty‘were recognized and treated by early sociolo-
gists such as Toehnies,ﬁDurkheim, Weber, Marx ana Simmel as
social pathologles reéulting'from the mélintegra;idn of
complex societies. No matter what their source may be,
thére is no doubt that these social problems are very much
a part of modermn socleties, idciudiﬁg fhe United States.
One needs only to take note of the sccial criticisms being

ralsed by the many and varied soclal movements which have

S5alvert Cohen, Delinquent Boys: The Culture of the
Gang (New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1355), p.30.
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arisen in recent years to validate the clalm that contem-
porary American soclety is characterized by a tendency
toward general social unrest and mass dissatisfaction with
current social processes and social institutions. .
So much of this lack of commitment and alienation from
socletal standards seems to be expressed by youthful menbers
of society. Social and political leaders, recognizing the
sometimes explosive nature of this discontent have responded,
sometimes grudgingly and sometimes frantically, by pouring
more and more money into poorly planned programs that hedge
on the problem but rarily make meaningful progress in re
solving these strains toward deviance. To a great extent
the failure to effectively treat these problems has re-
sulted from a general lack »f understanding of the true
source of the problem on the part of both soclal and poli-
tical leaders. Social Scientists have offered little help
in these areas of concern because of the lack of any in-

tegrated and tested theory that can iay vlaim to belng a

. .socliology of deviant behavior. ‘There have been many

theoretical formulétions that, like anomie theory, attempt
to explain causal factors in deviant behavior, but very
often these are conflicting evéluations that present a
confused picture to persons‘responsible for the treatment
of deviant behavior.

The theory of anomie is one theorsztical attempt to
explain deviancy by using sociological concepts. It has a -

great deal of appeal to students of modern society becquéev
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anomie 1s assumed to be largely a phenom=non of the complex
industrial society. Before it can be accepted as a meaning-
ful and rellable guide to social programs aimed at treatment
of social deviation of any type it must be put to the test
of experience and, elther validated and refined, or discard-
ed on the basis of empirical evidence. This research is
aimed at generating some evidence which we hope will throw
some new light on the reliability of the theory of anomie

as a guide to action programs in the treatment of juvenile

delinquency.
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CHAPTER TWO
THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

The -aim of this chapter is to review briefly the
historical development and current status of the theory of
anomie. The meaning of ‘anomie,' like that of so many other
sociological concepts, has undergone many changes at the
hands of different authors. In this chapter, we will make
no attempt to review the total confused history of the term,
but will concentrate primarily on the main line of develop-~
ment ;of anomic theo;y, namely, the work of Durkheim, Merton,
and other recent contributors,; who have extended and modi-

fied these earlier statements of the theory.
THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The concept of anomie was first introduced into
sociological literature by Emile Durkheim in 1893, when he

made passing allusion to anomie in The Divisions of Labor

in Societx.l The concept played a relatively small part in
his total theory of the divisions of labor. It was in his
classic study of suicide, which appeared four years later,

that the concept of anomie took on its great importance in

1lgmile Durkheim, The Divisions of Labor in Society,
trans. George Simpson (New York: The rree Press or
Glencoe, 1947).
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Durkheim's theoretical presentation, but in a considerably
revised form.2

The term anomle apparently had been in use in the
English language prior to Durkheim's adoption of it,ﬁo:

his theoretical writings. According to the Oxford English

Dictionary, the term entered the English language during the
sixteenth century and was used by William Lambarde in his ‘
historical writings to refer to conditions that bring
"disorder, doubt and uncertainty." It was also used by
seventeentl century theologians to describe a "life
without law.">

The term anomie i1s, apparently, borrowed from the
Greek language. The Greek word anomos is normally trans-

n

lated "lawlessness."' Mizruchi has noted an intevesting

sidelight to the term anomie pointing out that the Greek

non non ¥
2

root nomos meaning ‘custom,"” "way practice,” and "law,"
became the Latin mos, the singular of "mores" or "norm® in
the work of Willlam Sumner. The prefix a is the Greek word

meaning "no," and converts the term to its opposite,

2Emile Durkheim, Suicide, trans. John A. Spaulding and
George Simpson (New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1951).

3oxford English Dictionary, (London: Oxford University
Press, 1933).

Bgenry Liddell and Robert Scott. A Greek English
Lexicon, rev. Henry S. Jones (London: Oxford University Press,
I561), pp. 1U46-147; Joseph H. Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon
{New York: American Book Cs., 1886), pp. 45-43.




i ey ot Pt

JSU S

9
"lawlessness." In this sense, it seems quite reasonable
that Durkheim would use the term anomie in his work to refer
to a state of normlessness.

One interesting aspect of the historical development
of the concept of anomie in sociclogical literature is the
slowness with which it was adopted into common usage after
its first introduction. Merton points ocut that a period of
nearly thirty years elapsed after its first introduction
before Pitirim Sorokin called attention to Durkheim's usage

in his Contemporary Socioclogical Theories, originally

published in 1928.5 Talcott Parsons was the next to glve

Durkheim's concept extensive treatment in The Structure of

6

Socia&ﬂéction in 1937. The concept did not really take

hold in sociclogy, howsver, until the publication of
Merton's now famous paper "Social Structure and Anomie,"

published in 1938.7 Since 1938, approximately one hundred

SRobert K. Merton, "Anomia, and Social Interaction:
Contexts of Deviant Behavior," in Marshall Clinard, ed.,
Anomie and Deviant Behavior: A Discussion and Critigue
(New York: Tne Free Press of Glencoe, I904), pp. 21K-215;
Pitirim A. Sorokin, Contemporary Sociological Theorles
(New York: Harper Press, 1923).

6Talcott Parsons, The Structure of Sacial Action
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1937).

TRobert K. Merton, "Social Structure and Anomie,"
American Sociological Review, 3:672 682, Getober, 1938:
Tevised and excended in Rooert K. Merton, Social Theory
and Social Structure, revised and enlarged edition
{Glencoe, I1I,; The Free Press, 1957), Chaps. 4 and 5,
pp. 131 194.

P
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significant theoretical and empirical treatese of anomie
have been published showing the growing interestvin the
concept in recent yea.rsn8

It 1s because of this growing interest in the_concept'
of anomie, sponed by Merton's original and revised papers,
that Albert Cohen asserts that the essay, "Social Structure
and Anomie," has been "the most influential single formula-
tion in the socioclogy of deviance in the last 25 years."9
A great deal of fhe subsequent‘works have been theoretical
extensions and revisions of Merton's original formulation.
The most noteworthy con@xﬁbufion sponed by Merton's earlier
work is the theqretical extension of Merton's concept by
Cloward and Ohlin, in which they have attempted to refor;'
mulate his theory into a more comprehensive treatment of
delinquent behavior.lo A number of studies have also ap-
plied the concept to an ever widening inventory of deviant
behavior, extending it far beyond the scope of suicide

and criminality.

8Merton, "Anomie, Anomia, and Social Interaction,"

op cit., pp. 215 216.

9albert K. Cohen, "Toward a Theory of Deviant Behavior:

continuities Continued," A paper presented to sessions on
deviant behavior, American Sociological Association meeting,
August 28, 1963.

10richard A. Cloward, "Illegitimate Means, Anomie, and
Deviant Behavior,” American Socioclogical Review, 24116&-176,
April, 1959; Richard A. Cloward and LIoyd E. Onlin, Delin-
quency and Opportunity; A Theory of Delinquent Gangs (New
York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1960).
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11
DURKHEIM'S CONCEPT OF ANOMIE

So much of the work of Emile Durkheim was concerned
with investigation of the problem of social cohesion. He
was especially interested in the modern industrial .society
with high degrees of social differentiation; and how such
complex socleties maintain some sort of cohesion. The divi-
sions of labor and specialization of interests in complex
socleties, he felt, contributed greatly to social differen-
tiation. It was in relation to these problems of differen-
tiation brought about by industrialism that Durkheim first
used;the term anomie. He used the term in his first major

work, The Divisions of Labor in Society, to refer to

malintegration growing out of industrial crises, conflicts
between labor and capital, and the increasing specialization
of s'cience.ll He saw anomie afising because the complex
divisionélof labor bf industrial socleties prevent effective
éﬁd meaningful contacts between its members, and thereby,
weaken the regulation of social relétionships.

The pathological forms and consequences of the divi-
slons of labor in industrial societies, which Durkheim
associated with a state of anomie, occur when those who
perform the various specialized functions in the divisions

of labor are not in sufficiently inuimate and continuous

llDurkheim, The Divisions of Labor in Society, op cit.,
Book 3, Chapter 1, pp. 353-373.

T
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interaction with one another to permit the gradual dévelop—
ment of a system of common rules and understandings. 1In the
absence of such rules, unpredictability and uncertainty are
magnified. Hence the body of common rules which he believed
to te the piincipal mechanism for the regulation of the re-
lationships among the elements of the social system, are
broken down. It was this condition that Durkheim called
"anomic divisions of labor."

The concept of anomie played a relatively small part

in The Divisions of Labor in Society. The term was used

more ,in a descriptive sense to describe one of the abnormal
forms which results in imperfect organic solidarity in
industrial sogtieties. It was in his study of suicide that
the concept took on its great importance in his treatment

of complex society. 1In his treatise on suicide Durkheim
distinguished three principal typeé of suicide, one of which

was suicide anomique.l2 From the statistical data avallable

,to him he observed that sulcide rates varied concomitant

- &

with the'bu;inessAcycle. - He oSsérved«that sulcide increased
notlﬁnly in times of depression, but also in times of rapid-

ly increasing prosperity. Durkheim explained both of these

" trends as the result of'persons suddenly being thrown out of

adjuétﬁent with the{f typical pattermn of life. In times of

depression people's customary standard of living can no

12Durkheim, Suicide, op cit., Book 2, Chapter 5, pp.
241 276. Quotations and references in this section are
primarily from pp. 247-257.
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ionger be met; resulting frequently in shame, frustration,
desperation~and futility. t seems reasonable to assume
that such coﬁditions might produce high suicide rates, but
why should prosperity produce similar results? It was in
his attempt to answer this puzzeling questlion that Durkheim
formulated his theory of anomie. 13

According to Durkheim, human wants are in principle
infinitely expandable.lu There is ne "natural" limit to
what men might crave. The limits to men's desires are,
therefore, not set by blology, as in thr case of lower
animals, but by social rules that define what one is legi-
timately entitled to have. These regulatory norms are in-
corporated into the individual conscience where they
regulate and discipline men's natural appetites. It is
only when men's desires are so regulated, according to
Durkhelm, that it is possible for men to have a sense of

satisfaction and fulfillment. However, an abrupt growth

.of power and wealth upsets, for man& people, these customary

definitions of socially acceptable levels of aspirations.
When a considerable number of persons achleve sudden prqs?
perity which they thought impossible to achieve, Durkheim
asserted, they tend to no longer believe in the impossibilty
of anything. Thus, the breakdown of controls over man's

desires 1n a society and of soclally approved norms and

131bid., pp. 245-246
141p14., p. 253.

S
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14
standards, particularly when the change is abrupt, gives
rise to_siéuations which may lead to sulcide. It was to
this type of suicideA that Durkheim gave the name "anomic
suicide.'q5 He showed empirically that there was a high race
of such suicide among those who are wealthy as well as
among those who have experienced social disruption such as
divorcg. A sudden upward change in the standard of living
or the breakup of a marriage puts norms in flux. Such con-
ditions become functionally equivalent to depressions, in
which the regulatory function of the collective order is
no lenger meaningful.

In the Durkheimlan sense, then, anomle results from a
breakdown in the regulation of goals such that men's aspira-
tions become unlimited.16 Unlimited aspiraﬁions, he |
believed create a constant pressure for deviant behavio;.
Anomie, therefore, refers to a state in which social norms
no longer control men's actions; This state of anomie,
Durkheim pointed out; is particulariy characteristic of
the industrial world which is marked by a tendency toward
unlimited goals brought about by rapid technological
developments and the existence of vast unexploited markets
which excite the imagination by presenting apparently in-

finite possibilities for the accumulation of wealth.17

15Tpid., p. 253: pp. 264 276.
161pid., p. 247.
171bid., pp. 253 257
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Durkheim also suggests that the expanding possibi-
lities for the acquisition of wealth, characteristic of
burgeoning industrialism, is reinforced in many western
socleties by ideologlies that place emphasis on acquisi-

18

tiveness and ambition. It is precisely these cultural
emphases upon infinite or "receding goals™ that, in
Durkheim's opinion, put a strain upon the regulatory ap-
paratus of the society. For if men are never satisfied
with thelr position in the soclal hierarchy, if they are
driven by unrealistic desires to improve their lot in 1life,
then they may cease to be bound by the prevailing rules of
the society, in which case a state of anomie or normless-
ness exists.

Durkheim seems to view social 1life in industrial
societies as a paradox. The very cultural emphases on
achievement and high aspirationé that underly the social
order of industrial societies also result in disorder.19
He argues that the cultural emphasis\on unlimited success-
goals tends to solve some problems of motivation in the
industrial situation, but it also creates new problems. The
constant pressures to achieve increasingly higher aspira-
tions result in a pervasive feeling of position discontent
producing acute pressures for deviant behavior. Thus,

unlimited or unregulated aspirations of the industrial order

181p14., pp. 250-251.
191b14d., p. 251.
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exerts intense pressures toward disorder because they are,
by definition, unachlevable, and thereby, a source of
"uninterrupted agitation." Anomie, in the Durkheimian
sense, can then be defined as a state of normlessness which
arlses when disruption of the collective order allows men's
aspirations to arise beyond all possibility of their ful-
fillment .20 Discipline and regulation is not imposed by
society. There are no social norms to define the ends of
action which are meaningful to people in anomic situations.
Persons aspire to goals which they either cannot attain or

find aifficult to reach, producing strains toward deviation.

MERTON'S CONCEPT OF ANOMIE

Duskheim's use of anomie was far from precise and has
produced conslderable confusion. His ploneering work on the
conditions that contribute to a breakdown in social control
was greatly advanced by Robert Merton in his paper, "Social
Structure and 4nomie."?l Merton's treatment of anomie has
been derived‘directiy from Durkheim's earlier work, but is
broader in orientation and more specific in application.
Like Durkheim, Merton was concermed with the task of account-
ing for the emergence of deviant behavior. He, however,
expanded Durkheim's view, that a sltuation of normlessness
may arise from a malintegration of aspirations and a break-

down of regulatory norms, into a general principle that the

201big., p. 253.

21Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure, op cit.
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social structure exerts a definite pressure upon certain
persons in a society to engage in deviant behavior.22
Merton broadened the application of anomie beyond suicide,
in an effort to explain not only suicide, but crime, de-
linquency, mental disorder, alcoholism, drug addiction, and
many other disorders in normative behavior.

In explaining anomie and deviant behavior,‘ Merton
concentrated on the social order rather than on the indi-
vidual. He rejected earlier tendencies, partly character-
1stic of Durkhelm s work, to consider man's 1nnate desires
as the source of motivation toward . unattainable goals,
arguing instead, tnat men's. aspirations are induced by the
social structure.23 In outlining how social structure i
induces deviations, Merton distinguishes between the cul- |
tural structure and the social structure of society. The
cultural structure, he asserts, consists of values and norms,
which define the approved ends toward whiéh men orient
themselves and the app'ovéd ways in which they reach out for

these ends.zu

The social structure, on the other hand,
consists of the patterned sets of relationships in which
people are involved, such as the differentiation of people
into social classes on the basls of wealth, power or

prestige. The social structure determines the actual

221pid., pp. 131-132.
231big.
2b1pi4., p. 162.
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distribution of the facilities and opportunities for achiev-
ing the cultural goals in a manner compatible with the
regulatory norms. These are what Merton refers to as the
"{nstitutionalized means."25

Anomie, therefore, is not, in the Mertonian sense,
merely the result of unregulated goals, as Durkheim asserts,
but arises as a result of a breakdown in the relationship
between goals and legitimate avenues of access to them.26 A
stable socliety is one in which goals and institutionalized
means are fairly well integrated. An unstable society, in
contrast, 1s one in which these two elements are out of
balance. This disjunction between goals and means leadé,
in tum, to a weakening of men's commltment to either the
cultqrally prescribed goals or institutionalized means. In
eifher case, the resultant s;tuation is what Merton refers

to as a state of anomie, or a state of normlessness: anomie

is "conceived as a breakdown in the.cultural structure,

occurring particularly when there is‘an acute disjunction

between cultural norms and goals and the socially structured‘
capacitiés of members of the group to act 1nAaccord with
them™27 Merton, 1like purkheim,_sees a paradox in the_s;.Lal
life of modern éoéieties, for he adds thaﬁ "cultural values

may help to produce behavior which is at odds with the

251bid.
261b1d.
2TIbid., p. 162.
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mandates of the values themselves."28 For malintegration of
cultural goals and institutionalized means, in which social
structure prevents what the cultural structure encourages,
can lead to a breadkown of the normative system, and .the

development of a situation of normlessness.

ADAPTATION TO ANOMIE

The aspect of Merton's formulation of the theory of
anomie that has, perhaps, stimulated the most interest in
recent socliological literature is his discussion of ways in
which persons adapt to a situation where legitimate means
to reaéh goals are not readily available to him. This
brings us to his treatment of the modes of adaptation to
anomic situations which often result in deviant behavior.

Anomie, according to Merton, is a condition which
exerts acute pressures toward deviant behavior. Deviant
behav}or, in turn, is to be viewed as a predictable con-
sequence of anomic situations: "Aberrant behavior may be
regardéd soclologically as a symptom of dissoclation between
éulturally preécribed aspirations and seccially structured
avenues of realizing these aspirations."? A condition of
anomie 1is characterized.by a Biéjunction'between cultural-
.goals. and 1nstitutionalized means. This disjunction,

according to Merton, produces socisl psychological strains

281p14.
291bid.
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on the individual resulting in a weakening of men's com-
mitment to either, or both, the culturally prescribed goals
or the institutionalized means.30 Thus, when confronted
with an anomic situation, a person can either accept or
reject the institutionalized means, or they may either
accept or reject the cultural goals. The acceptanée or
rejection of one apparently dces not necessarily influence
what one does in regard to the other. We have, therefore,
two variables, each of which has both a positive or negative
value signifying the acceptance (s+) or rejection {-) of the
prevalling value. This results in the following paradigm

of modes of adaptation to a state of anomie:31

TYPOLOGY OF MODES OF INDIVIDUAL ADAPTATIGN
MODES OF ADAPTATION*CULTURAL GOALS*INSTITUTIONALIZED MEANS

CONFORMITY
INNOVATION
RITUALISM
RETREATISM
##REBELLION

I+t 5 + +
1+ 1+ 1 +

*¥Dhe symbol (+) indIcates rejection of prevailing values
and substitutidn of new values.

The first of these adaptations, conformity, is the
most common mode of adaptation in any society. Conformity
to both cultural goals and institutional means is necessary
for the majority of a soclety's population if social order

is to be malntalned. The remalning modes of adaptation are

301bid., pp. 139-140; p. 162.
311p14., p. 140.

A ———— Trers e =

e R A S




k3

21

all varieties of deviant behavior. Ritualists (e.g.,
bureaucrats who slavishly follow the rules without regard
for the mission or ends for which they were designed) make
a virtue of overconformity to the institutionalized ‘norms
at the price of underconformity to the culturally prescribed
goals. Retreatists (e.g., tramps, chronic drunkards, and
drug addicts) withdraw from the drive to "get ahead" by
abandoning both goals and means. The Rebels (e.g., members
of revolutionary social movements) withdraw allegiance to
the cultural and social system they consider undesirakle or
unjust and seek to reconstitute the socliety with a new set
of goals and prescriptions for attaining them. The last
mode of adaptation, the innovators (e.g., professional
thieves, white-ccllar criminals, cheateis, juvenile
delinquents) adhere to the goals but reject ‘bz no;matively
prescribed means,32
In this research our attention is focused primarily
on this latter type of adaptation as‘it may be expressed
in delinquent behavior. Such a form of adaptation pre-
supposes that individuals have been inadequately socialized
with respect to cultural goals emphasizing success-
aspirations:
"Great cultural emphasis upon the success
goal invites this mode of adaptation through
the use of institutionally proscribed but often

effective means of attaining at least the
simulacrum of success, wealth and power. This

32Ipid., pp. 141-157.
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response occurs when the individual has

assimilated the cultural emphasis upon the

goal without equally internalizing the in-

for 1ts actainmenc 35 M€ WAVS and means
Thus, innovative behavior takes place when men are overly
commltted to culturally prescribed success goals, and, at
the same time, the social structure limits their access to
these lofty aspirations. The strain produced by this dis-
Junction results in a weakening of men's commitment to the
institutional norms, producing acute pressures toward
deviant behavior. Merton further suggests that deviant
behavior, such as crime and juvenile delinquency, is "a
normal responsé to a situation where the cultural emphasis
upon pecuniary success has been absorbed, but where there
is 1ittle access to conven-.ional and legitimate means for
becoming successful."3u These pressures tend to result in
the gradual reductlon in efforts to use legitimate means
and the'increased experimentation and implimentation of
means that are not institutionally pfescribed, and often
1llegitimate. Hence, Merton's forﬁulation directs the
investigator's attention toward a search for those points
in the social structure where malintegration of culturally
goals and institutional means are most acute.

It should be noted that Merton does not attempt to

explain all types of delinquent behavior by anomie. In his

331bid., p. 141.
341bi4., p. 145.
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revision of his original paper, he clearly recognized that
varlous types of pehavior are included in the legal rubrics

of delinquency and crime, and therefore, that "the foregoing

theory of anomie i1s designed to account for some, not all,

forms of deviant behavior customarily descrived as criminal

! or delinquent.35 It should also be recognized that not all

forms of innovation are to be considered illezitimate. Many

innovations are functional contributions to society. Entre-
preneurial behavior, for example, is very often innovative
in character, and also, important in a society'é economic
growth. k
SOCIAL CLASS AND ANOMIE

In his writings, Merton confines his analysis of social
structure and anomie to societles like America where certain
success-goals tend to be stressed without a similar emphasis
on institutional means to obtaln them. He especially asserts
that American culture places heavy emphasis on the desir-
abllity of accumulating great wealth as a syrmool of success
without a correspending emphasis on using legitimate means
to reach these goals.36 The discrepéncy between the soclal

emphasis on material success and failure to emphasize the

appropriate means of attaining this goal is, according to
Merton, greater for those soclal strata with the least

access to legitimate means for achieving them.37 Hence, by

35rv1d., p. 178.

361b1d., pp. 166-176.
371b1d., pp. 14i-149,
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focusing attention primarily on the class structure, Merton
is led logically to hypothesize that the impact of anomie is
greater among the lower classes in American society than
among the higher classes.38

Correspondingly, Merton further assumes that rates of
deviant behavior within a given society vary by social class
and by racial and ethnic groups, concentrating more heavily
in the lower strata of society. The support for this as-
sumption, of course, rests primarily on the validity of the
proposition that the strain toward anomie will be differ-
entladly distributed through the social system, becoming
more heavily concentrated in the lower strata. For, Merton
asserts that: . N

"It 1s only when a system of cultural values

extols, virtually above all else, certain common

success-goals for the pooulation at large while

the soclal structure rigorously restricts or

completely closes access to approved modes of

reaching these goals for a considerable part of

the same population, that_geviant behavior
ensues on- a large scale." .

It is in the lower strata where, accordiné to Merton
that the greatest restrictions on opportunities to‘achieve
success are experienced. The opportunities of the lower
class seem to be largely restricted to manual labor, and
this is often stigmatized in the American society.' Thus,
"the status of unskilled labor and the consequently low

381bid., p. 1u4.
391bid., p. 146.
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income cannot readily compete in terms of established

standards of worth with the promise of power and high

income from organized vice, rackets and crime."uo It 1is
because of this, that Merton argues that crime and delin-

quency are normal responses to lower class situations.ul

It is important to note, however, that from Mertonts
analysis, high frequency of deviant behavior among certain
classes in American society cannct be explained by a lack
of opportunity alone, or by exaggerated emphasis on high
success goals alone. But, rather, it is the discrepancy
between aspirations and accessibility of these culturally
induced goals, resulting 1n a state of anomie, that produce
extreme pressures toward deviation. 1In the American
society, Merton argues, this condition is strengthened by
a cultural emphasis on equality of opportunity which
Places a "high premium on economic affluence and soclal
ascent for all its members," coupled with the limitations

imposed by the social clasS'structux:e..l‘2

‘It is also important to recognize that'kerton does not

maintain that the ildeallzed goal of economi~ affluence and

soclal accent is _nternalized by all persons in the society

irrespective. of. their social class or ethnic pesition. His

theory only suggests that a substantial number or "a number

borpid., p. 145.
blppig., p. 145.
Y2rp14., p. 146.
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sufficiently large to result in a more frequent disjunction

between goals and opportunity among -the lower class strata

than among the upper class strata" need to be oriented
toward these ldealized goa.ls.l‘3 Thus, from the embi;ical
point of view, it is important to distinguish between
absolute numbers of persons oriented toward these high
goals and the relative proportion of each class. Merton
believes that the relative proportion of persons in the
lower strata oriented to the high success-goals of the

American society is great enough to produce a higher

frequepcy of deviant behavior in the lower strata.

The loglc of Merton's argument, that the "greatest
pressures toward devliation are exerted upon the lower
strata,” can be summarized as follows: 44
1. "Incentives for success are provided (for

all classes)} by the established values of
‘the culture...(providing) certain common
success-goals for the population at large.

2. "The avenues avallable for moving toward
this goal are largely limited by the class
structure,” '

3. It 1s the disjunction between the cultural
norms and goals and the socially structured
capacities of members of the group to act
in accord with them or an anomic condition
that produces acute pressures for deviation.

4, "of those located in the lower reaches of

the social structure, the culture makes
incompatible demands. On the one hand,

431bid., p. 174.
Bitpid., p. 144-146.
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they are asked to orient their conduct

toward the prospects of large wealth...

and on the other, they are largely denied

effective opportunities to do so

institutionally."

5. Therefore, "The greatest preséures toward -
deviation are exerted upon the lower strata."
" THE THEORETICAL SIGNIFICANCE
Merton's reformulation of Durkheim's concept of anomie

has offered several important contributions to the develop-
ment of the theory of anomie. In their discussion of
Merton's theory, Cloward and Chlir bave pointed ocut three
major contributions that are of importance to the problem
of this research.45 First, Merton's conceptual refinements
"enable us to expand our inquiry to include the results of
striving for limited goals when the possibilities of
achieving them legitimately are also limited."™  purkneim
emphasized the unlimited nature of asplrations in a bur-
geoning Industrial soclety as the source of anomie. The
available evidence provided by previsus st. ries of aspira-
tions in the American soclety tend to indicate that people
rarily aspire to reach for the top of the class hierarchy
from relatively low socio-economic background. Rather,
they seem to aim at :mproving their position one step at a

time. From this data i1t seems safe to conclude that for

u501oward and Ohlin, Delinquency and Opportunity,
op cit., pp. 83-85.

461b14., p. 83.
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most people thelr immediate aspirations are limited. How-
ever, even limited aspirations can be a source of anomie if
the discrepancies between aspirations and thelr accessibility
are acute.

Merton'!s formulation also allows us to account for
anomie in "the normal functioning of society."47 Durkheim
stressed causal factors such as economic crisis or social
disruption brought about by rapidly expanding industrialism
as causal factors in the breakdown of the regulation of
aspirations. However, in Merton's formulation, discrepan-
cles between ambition and accessibility of goals can occur

end exert pressures toward deviance without the conditions

of economic crises or social crisis. Merton's refinement
directs the attention of the investigator toward the
relationship between these components of the cultural
structure rather than toward exogamous pressures on the
normative system.

And finally, Merton's theory p}ovides a conceptual
formulation which allows the observer to make "distinctions
regarding the severity of pressures toward deviant behavior
which originates at different points in the sccial
structure.™8 It is this aspect of Merton's theory that is
of special interest to this study. For it is generally
recognized that the actual distribution of facilities and

471v14., p. 84.
481p14., p. 85S.
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opportunities vary throughout the sécial structure, becom-
ing increasingly more restricted in the lower strata of
soclety ané among certaln ethnic and racial groups. Thus,
there is rather strong evidence that persons variously
located in the social structure of modemn socleties do have
rather different chances of reaching common success-gcals,
despite the prevailing ideology of equal opportunity that
often underlies the social life of industrial socleties.
The empirical application of Merton's theory should stress
ldentification of points in the soclial structure where the
disjunction between aspiratfons and institutional means are

especlally acute.

MODIFICATIONS AND EXTENSIONS .OF ANOMIC THEORY

There have been a number of extensions énd reformula-
tions of ariomic theory in recent years. A complete over-
view of the history and development of anomic theory would
not be complete without making some mention of more recent
contributions. In this section a few of the major contri-
butions to this theory of deviant behavior will be briefly
discussed.

Sebastian De Grazia: An Extension of Durkheim's Theory.

Sebastian De Grazia, in one of the first systematic

"studies of anomie to appear in the social-scientific liter-

aﬁure, extended Durkheim's concept of anomie to account for
nearly all of the difficulties of contemporary soclety. He
defined anomlie as "the disintegrated state of a soclety that

i
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possesses no body of common values or morals which ef-
fectively govern conduct...The study of anomie iz the study
of the ideological factors that weaken or destroy the bonds
of allegicance which make the political community."59 He
-attributed much of the 11ls of modern society to anomie,
including such phenomens as infertility and mental illness.
In his studles of anomie he distingulshed between simple
and acute anomie in a society. Merton later made & similar
distinction.5o Simple anomie is seen, for instance, in
contemporary art and literature, in the alienation of the
worker as he reacts against impersonality and competition.
Acute anomie 15 expressed by more extreme types of adapta-
ticn such as mental disorders, crime, suicide, and mass
movements.

Talcott Parsons: An Extension of Merton's Theory

Talcott Parsons has delt with the concept of anomie
in a number of his major works and has extended Merton's
formulation of anomic theory to inco}porate it into a

broader theory of social action.5l The relation of

49sebastian De Grazia, The Political Community: A
study of Anomie (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1948), pp. XII-IX.

5oMerton, Social Theory and Social Structufe, op cit.,
p. 163; De Grazia, op cit., p. 4D.

5ltalcott Parsons, The Social System (New York: The
Free Press of Glencoe, 1951); and Talcott Parsons and Edward
shils, Eds., Toward a General Thecry of Action (Cambridge:
Harvard Unlverslty Press, 1951). i
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deviation to conformity is an important aspect of his overall

theory of soclety. Parsons gbes beytﬁd Merton's definition
that anomie is the disjunction between institutionalized
means and cultural goalé, to include strains Ehat occdi

when persons are unable to make instltutionally accepted 1

object~attachments. This”ingludes a wide range of situa-

tions such as attachments to the opposite sex, self ac-

ceptance, attachments to collective organizations such as

R To e s ey

Churches, and so on. His typology of anomic adaptations

goes beyond Merton's. He uses a set of three variables

Fosip g e

with elght types of deviant behavior. His typology is g'
based on various types of motivational responses in terms
of active and passive orientations, alienative or con- g

formative need dispositions within the motivational

structure, and the relation of the person to soctial objects

and to the normative patterns.52

s e e P

Cloward and Ohlin: Illegitimabte Means

Perhaps the most important single contribution to
anomic theory in recent years has been the extension of
Merton's theory by Cloward and Ohlin. They have attempted
to reformulate Merton's theory to include a wider range of ' '
phenomena. In Merton's theory of anomie, deviant behavior

1s viewed as a product of pattemed differentials in the
access to geals of success by the use of legitimate in-

stitutional‘means. Cloward, in an earlier paper, and

Cloward and Ohlin in a later paper, polnt out that there are

52parsons, The Social System, op git., pp.169f; pp.321 }
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also differentials in access to illegitimate means, and
this differentlal opportunity plays & large part in the
distribution of deviant adaptations.53 They assume that
deviant responses t6 anomie take a subcultural form. and
that whether or not a de§iant subculture will arise and
what form it will take depends on the position of those
who are subjgct'to strains relative to the structure of

opportunities. Different soclal strata provide Vafying

opportunities for fhe'acquisition of deviant roles, largely

through access to deviant subcultures and the‘opportunity
for carrying out guch deviant social roles once they have
been acquired.‘ The access to illegltimate means vary by
the same set of variables @hich account for‘differential
access to legitimate means. h
The structure of illegitimate opportunities conslst
largely of the opportunity to leam, to practlce, and to
perform deviant roles. More specifically, it implies a
milieu which contains models of successful devliance,
opportunities to assoclate with and enjoy the tutelage of
such models, and a s~tting which provides the agents and
frcilities necessary to make the deviance practicable and
rewarding. The kind of illegitimate opportunity and thelr
distribution wlll determine the content of the deviant
gsubculture. In this formulation Merton's theory of anomie

53c1loward and Ohlin, Delinquency and Opportunity,
og cit.; Cloward "Illegitimate Means, Anomie, and Devlant

havior,"” op cit.
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is linked up to the traditional emphasis of Edwin Sutherland,

i

Clifford Shaw, and Henry McKay's théorles of cultural
transmission and differential association.
This formulation is held to be an improvement .on

Merton's theory, for Merton's view that innovating behavior

may result from lmperfect socialization implies that il-
legitimate means are available. Actually, illegitimate
means are not equally available to all persons in a society.
There can be struéturally'imposed barriers to illegitimate
means just as there is iﬁ the case of legitimate means.

+By means, Cloward as two things in mind. First, that
there are appropriate leaming environments for the acqul ~

sition of the values and skills associated with the perfor-

mance of a particular role; and second, that the individual
has opportunities to discharge the role once he has been
prepared.. Thus, by meens he is referring to both the leam-
ing and the opportunity structures, while Merton primarily
focuses on the opportunity structurel5u

Delinquent subcultures, according to Cloward and Ohlin,
typically take one of three forms: the criminal, the con-
flict, and the retreatist.55 The first emphasized orderly,
disciplined, rationél activity criented to economic gain.
Thls type of delinguent subculture arises in communities

where organized adult crime is well established, providing

52‘Ibid., Ch. 6, especially pp. 145-148.
551bid., Ch. 7, pp. 161-186.
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- both 1llggit1mate leaming and opportunity structuresAﬂon

"youth; "The second emphasizes violendé; gang fighting and

Qestruction'of property, and arises in communities where
adult crime is unorganized and lacking in both illegitimate
lea;ning and opportunity st{ucpures. In the absence of
gdod illegitimate, as well as legitimate avenues to
succéés-goals, the young people compete for status through
violence and toughness. Both of these types of adaptations
are innovative in nature. The third subculture emphasizes
drug use and other "kicks." This type of adaptation arises
in cofmunities where there are no 1llegitimate avenues to
success-goals.‘ Individuals denied access to criminal and
conflict opportunities tend to withdraw into their own
world and become, in a2 real sense, retreatist subcultures
emphasizing the "cool" life, and seeking intense and im-

mediate experiences such as drug use provides. In other

" words, retreatist subcultures are frequently composed of

those "who are fallures in both worlds, conventional and
iliegitimate alike,” and may be conceived as "double
failures." '

Marshall Clinard has criticized Cloward and Ohlin's
théory of illégitimate means in much the same way as
others have criticized Merton's formulation. These

1nclude:56

56Marshall B. Clinard, "The Theoretical Implications
of Anomie and Deviant Behavior,™ in Marshall B, Clinard, ed.,
Anomie and Deviant Behavior: A Discussion and Critique (New

York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1904}, p. 30,
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1. "being largely culture-bound and restricted
to the ethnic and minority situation exist-
ing in large urban areas in the United
States today; -

2. assuming that such success goals are ap-
preciated in all segments of society;

‘ 3. .not stating clearly the success-goal as- i
} | pirations of slum boys, except the ‘
. s . . oo : : economic and educational goals;

L. barely recognizing the extensive viola-
tion of ethical and legal norms in the
general adult society among all classes."

Albert Cohen: A Criticism of Merton's Theory |

Albert Cohen has formulated a thecry of delinquent : f

s

gangs that resembles anomic theory. He asserts that

delinquent gangs arise as a result of the class structure i

o7 He suggests that delinquent :

of the American society.

gang behavior is a product of group solutions to status : g
problems and frustrations of the lower class youth who live

in a world dominated by middle class values. The inacces-~

T e

sibility of middle class values produces frustration and

ultimately resentment toward everything considered virtuous

by the middle class. Lower class youth are drawn together
into delinquent gangs because of this common hostility.

i AR S T T T AT

¥ ; The subculture which 1s thus formed represents opposition
to middle class values, characterized largely by malice
toward middle class morality, and emphasized hedonistic,

nonutilitarian type cf fun rather than long term

success goals.

57Cohen, Delinquent Boys, op_cit.
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"Even though there 1s some similarity between Cohen's
value conflict theory and anomle, the two aré not identicai.
In fact, Cohen has registered a number of objections to
Merton's formulation which are indicative of the need for
more research to better understand the nature of delin-
quency. His first odbjection to Merton's theory is that Mer-
tonfs anaiysis stresses too heavily the utilitarian nature
of Juvenile delinquency which he feels is more often a non-
utiiitarian, hedonistic and negativistic seeking for kicks.
Because of this he suggests that anomie is "highly
plausible as an explanation for adult profeésional crime
and for the property delinquency of some older and semi-
professional juvenile thieves," but has serious limitations
as an explanation of subcultural delinguency of a non-
utilitarian nature.58

ILike Cloward and Ohlin, Cohen also assumes the sub;
cultural nature of gang delinquency and criticizes Merton
for a failure to adequately take into‘account social inter-
action as a factor in deviant behavior.59 He suggest that
Merton, by failing to take into account the social milieu of
delinquent youth, "leaves them in a social vacuum totally
motivated'and contiolled within a general framework of goals,

institutional norms, and legltimate opportunities."6o in

581bid., p. 36.
59Cohen, "Deviant Behavior," op cit.
601bid., p. 2. '
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part, the influence of reference groups is taken into account
in the more recent formulation of Cloward and Ohlin, but
Cohen asserts that an adequate theory of juvenile delinquency
ﬁust glve more coﬁsideration to social interaction. Theoret-
ically, he argues, the relation of the goals of the culture
and the goals of actual role incumbents must consider the
"level of goal attainment that will seem just and reasonable
to concrete actors, and therefore, the sufficiency of their
means, Will be relative to the attainments of others who,
for those actors, serve as reference objects."61
. Cohen also objects to what he calls the discontinuity
of MertOn's theory, in which "the occurrence of the deviant
acp is treated as though it were an abrupt change of state,
alleap from a state of strain or anomie to a state of
clg_aviance.’"S2 He argues further, that in this sense, the
theory of anomie is formulated in terms of '"variables
descfibihg initial states and outcOmes{‘rather than in terms
. of processes whereby acts and complex structures of action
are built, elaborated, and transformed."®3 Tnis failure,
fCohep agaln attributes to a fallure to édequately take into
account the process of interaction between several actors
‘which may produce a deviant act. Hence, he maintains that a

- complete theory of delinquent behavior necessitates a union

6lrpig.
621b1d., p. 7.
63114,
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of anomle theory, role theory, end theory of the self.

Until this is accomplished, Cohen holds that anomic theory

can be no more than a partial theory of deviant behavior,

and perhaps, inadequate to explain Juvenlle deviance.

SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE ANOMIE .

H . The c¢urrent usage of the term anomie in the social
-sclences falls génerglly into two broad categories; objec-
tive, socioiogical definitions and subjective; soclal
psychological definitions. Durkheim's conception of anomie

is c%early socioclogical, as is also Merton's refinement of

the earlier usage. "Anomie" as Merton uses the term means

"a breakdown in the cultural structure, occurring parti-

cularly when there is an acute disjunction between the
cultural norms and goals and the socially structured capac-
1ties of members of the group to act in accord with them.”&L
Even though Merton suggests that this speclal application of
Durkheim's ﬁsage is only one source 'of anomie, it is clearly
a socilal structural strain that he has in mind, and thereby, 4
entirely soclological in nature.

i Actually there is little difference between Durkheim's
; k and Merton's usage of anomie. Both involve social and

cultural phenomenon distinct from personal processes. Sccial

psychological definitions, on the other hand, are clearly of

another nature. As with alienation, the subjective involves

6“Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure,
op cit., p. 162. ;
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conditions of the whole or part of soclety.

Sebastian De Grazia was one of the first to stress
both the subjective and objective aspects of anomie. The
presence of these two conceptualizations of anomie can be

§ seen in the following statement:65

i "Being a sociologist, Durkheim was more
properly concerned with dericting anomie as 2
soclological state. For him, anomie was most
often the disorder condition of a society
that possessed a weak conscience collective,
the phrase he used to refer to the ensemble
of heliefs and sentiments cemmon to average
c¢ltizens of the same community. If there
are no shared rules or norms of conduct in a

+ community, or if the goals defined by these
rules are not attainable, as in depression

: or unusual prosperity, then men suffer. But

o a complete and concrete portrayal of their

s suffering is not to be found...Happily, it

: 1s possible to piece together the puzzle

; somewhat, by taking discontinuous senténces

or phrases from Le Suicide...After some

study it becomes apparent that anocmie as

Durkheim conceived it in the subjective

sense had three characteristics: a painful

uneasiness or anxiety, a feeling of separa-
tion from the group or of isolation from
group standards, a feeling of.poilntlessness
or that no certain goals exist,

RS TR e e 3 A A A L i
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Robert MacIver also suggested a subjective aspect of
anomie. Using the English spelling, "anomy," he writes: 0
"Let us look next at anomy, the other
malady of democratic man that becomes most
virulent in times of crisis and turbulent
change, the breakdown of the individual's
sense of attachment to society, to all
soclety. Anomy is not simply lawlessness.
A gangster or a pirate or a mere law-

65peGrazia, The Political Community, op cit., pp.4-5.

66Robert Mac Iver, The Ramparts We Guard (New York: b
The Mac Millan Co., 1950), p. O&. j
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evading rogue is not as such, indeed is not
llkely to be, anomic. He has his own code of
law against law and is under strong sanctions
to obey it. He need not be that victim of
inner detachment of that cleavage between the
real self and the projected self, of that

i total rejection of indoctrinated values that'
§ characterizes the anomic person. Anomy

: signifies the state of mind of one who has
been pulled up from his moral roots, who. has
no longer any standards but only disconnect-
ed urges, who has no longer any sense of
continuity, of folk, of obligation. The
gnomic man has become spiritually sterile,
responslive only to himself, responsible to

no one., He deridgs the values of other men.
His only faith is the philosophy of denial.
He 1lives on the thin line of sensation be-
tween no future and no past.

‘" In a more recent paper, Harold D. Lasswell has also

attempted to define anomie in the subjedtive sense, He »;
; : ' ' ' defines anomie as "lack of identification on the part of

' the primary ego of the individuai with a "self" that in-
cludes other. In a word, modern man appears to be suffering:
'from psychic isolation. He felt alone, cut off, unwanted,

: % unloved, unvalued. "67 ‘

; The subjecitive aspects of anomie were not entirely
urirecognized by Durxheim or by Merton. For even though not
all of these subjective definitions stress the same eleménts
they all seem to have corollaries in Durkheim's treatment of

! anomic suiclde. Merton has also scknowledged the presence

of subjective anomie, but is careful to point out, "The

psychological 1s a counterpart of the sociological concept

67Haro1d D. Lassell, "The Threat to Privacy," in
b Robert Mac Iver, ed., Conflicts of Ioyalties (New York:
j Harper and Row, 1352), p. 132.
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In the present study our primary interest 1s to explore
the objective features of soclal structure that give rise to
anomle. Subjectlve anomie, on the other hand, constitutes a
symptom of objective anomie and the measurement of this
phenomenon 1s one index of objective anomie tﬁat has fre-
quently been employed in contemporary research.

There have been some attempts to measure objective
anomie. The best known of these'attempts is the often
69

quoted study of Bernard Lander. Lander used two sets of
correlated but distinct clusters of variables, which he
designated as the "socio-economic" and the "anomic." The
soclo~economic cluéter consisted of factors such as sub~
standard houslng, the percentage of overcroﬁding, level of
education and so on. The anomic cluster consisted of the

delinquency rate, the percentage of nonwhite population in

the area, and the percentage of howe owners. He character-

.1zed such factors as the presence of delinquency, the

evidence of an area in transition and instability, and the

" breakdown of the family as anomic, because such factors

represent the breakdown or weakening of the regulatory

structure of society.7o His data substantiated his

68Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure, op cit.,
p. 162.

GgBemard Lander, Towards an Understanding of Juvenile

Delinguency (New York: Columoia Unlversity Press, 1954).

701piga., p. S5.
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hypothesis that 1nstability‘of an area is related

to delinquency.

In commenting on Lander's study, Merton made fav- i
orable comment, but has carefully pointed out that these

factors are really measurements of symptoms of anomie

rather than a measure of anomie itself."rl More effort

needs to be directed toward developling techniques to

measure anomle ohjectively. At present there seems to he

no adequate techniques available.

Most attempts to wmeasure anomie in contemporary
research center on personal reactions to anomie. Because
subjective anomie is a counterpart to objective anomie, ‘f
most social scientists are willing to accept adequate
measures of subjective anomie as an index or indicator of %
anomie in the social structure.

P , The most widely used index of anomie is the scale
developed in 1956 by Leo Srole. This scale consists of ' v
five items which purport to measure the individual's

perception of his social environment. Srole describes the

construction of the scale in these words.(Z

"We set down the ideational states or components
* : that on theoretical grounds would represent inter-
nalized counterparts or reflections, in the in-

dividual's life situation, of conditions of social

.

71
p. 166.

i 72Leo Srole, "Social Integration and Certain Coral-
| laries: An Exploratory Study," American Socioclogical Review
21: 709-716, December 1956.

Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure, op. cit.
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dysfunction...The first of these postulated com-
ponents was the individual's sense that community
leaders are detached from and indifferent to his
needs, reflecting severance of the interdependent
bond within the social system between leaders and
those they should represent and serve...'There's
1ittle use writing to public officials because
often they aren't really interested in the problems
of the average man.' The second hypothesized
element of anomia was the individual's perception
of the social order as essentially fickle and un- -
predictable, i.e., orderless, inducing the sense
that under such conditions he can accomplish little
toward realizing future life goals...'Nowadays a
person has to live pretty much for today and let
tomorrow take care of itself.!

Closely related to this aspect of anomia was a
third element: the individual's view, beyond
abdication of future life goals, that he and

; people like him are retrogressing from the goals
that they have already reached. The item chosen
to represent this component was the statement
rejecting the American Creed doctrine of progress:
'In spite of what some people say, the lot of the
average man is getting worse, not better.!

The fourth component postulated, and the one
perhaps most closely approximating Durkheim's
particular definition of anomie was the deflation
or loss of internalized social norms and values,
reflected in extreme form in the individual's
sense of the meaninglessness of life itself... .
'It*s hardly fair to bring children into the world
with the way things look for the future.? The
final anomia component was hypothesized as the in-
dividuall's perception that his framework of im-
medlate personal relationships, the very rock aof
his social existence was no longer predictive or
supportive...'These days a person doesn't really
know whom he can count on.'"

Most attempts to measure a.némie as a subjective ex-
perience have been based on this five item scale. Following
Srole's usage subjective anomie has come to be known as

anomia?3 Anomia, as an index of anomie, is empirically

7‘B}Izirolci Mizruchi, Success and Opportunity: A Critical
Examination of Class Structure ana Anomie 1n American
Soclety (New York: The Free rress of Glencoe, 1904),pp. U49-5Q
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viewed as a dependent variable, while anomie is an indepen-

dent variable. In using this subjective index to test

Merton's thedry, it must be understood that anomia is only
an index and the major concem is with structural dynamics.
The extent tc which Srole's scale 1s an adequate index to
the phenomena that interested Durkheim and Merton depends
upon how consistent the observed distributions are with the
original theory of anomie.

ANOMIE, ANOMIA, AND ALIENATION

The distinctioﬁvbétyeen angmia as the subjective
’ . <0 N

aspect of .what Merton called ancmie and the term talienation!

is not clear. SOﬁe sociologists seem to use the two terms

interchangable, while others attempt to make a distinction

between them. Gwynn Nettler, for instance distinguishes

between the two concepts by suggesting that an alienated' ' b
i |

person 1is:

"one who has been estranged from, made un- 5
friendly towara, nhis society and the culture it X
carries. Alienation and anomlie are unaoubtedly
correlated; at least it is difficult to conceive
of any notable degree of anomie that would not
result in alienation, but this seems poor reason
for confusing the two. Nor should these con-
cepts be equated, as they so often are, with !
personal disorganization defined as intra-’ %
personal conflict, personal gcallessness, or
lack of 'internal coherence,' and which is used
synonymously with psychopathology. Behaviors
commonly selected as symptoms of anomie such as
white collar crime or juvenile gang activity

n

, 7“Gwynn Nettler, "A Measure of Alienation," American .
Sociological Review, 22:672, December, 1957. .
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are often exhibited by individuals who are
themselves well integrated. How alienated
such people feel, as compared with those

whose behaviors seem less indicative of anomie,
is a matter for investigation rather than as-
sumption, Similarly one may conceivably be
alienated with or without personal disorgeni-,
zation and with or without participating in
behaviors that are ordinarily used as indexes
of an anomie,

Perhaps, one of the moét comprehensive and most
widely cited study of the meaning of alienation 1s the
paper by Melvin Seeman in which he attempts to clarify
what he believes to be the most frequent uses of the term.75
He distinguishes five types of usage in terms of expecta-

tions with regard to goals" (1) powerlessness, "the expec-

tancy or prdbability held by the individual that his own.
behavior cannot determine the occurrence of the outcomes, or

reinforcements he seeks;”76

(2) meaninglessness, occurring

when "the individual is unclear as to what he ought to-

believe- when the individual's minimal Standards for clarity

in decision-making are not met;"77 -{3) normlessness, a
condition in which "there is a high expectancy that socially
unapproved behaviors are required to schieve given goais;”78

(4) isolation, the belief that goals highly regarded in

T5Melvin Seeman, "On the Meaning of Alienation,'

American Sociological Review, 24:783-791.
6Ivid., p. 784. ”
T7Ibid., p. 786.

73;219., p. 788.
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soclety are of low reward value;"79 (5) self-estrangement,

"the degree of dependence of the given behavior upon

anticipated future rewards. "80

‘of these five usages cited by Seeman, normleséness comes

i closest to anomie in the Merton-Durkheim sense. Seemans

it
i
1
’;
3
-3
p
g
it

L states further that "it is clear that the general idea of

? anomie, 1s both'an integral part of the alienation literature, i*

81 He, however, !

; and that it bears upon our expectancy notions.

cautions that confusion has been generated, in part, because
the "idea of normlessness has been overextended to include a
variety of both social conditions and psychic states: personal
disorganization, cultural breakdown, reciprocal distrust, and
SO on.ﬁsg« In general, considerably more work needs to Be done

to refine these concepts into more clear-cut empirical tools.

SUMMARY
In this chapter a review of some of the more significant
theoretical develbpments in anomic theory have been diécussed.
Even though thére have been elaborate extensions of anomic
'tﬁeory iﬂ recéht years, thevDurkﬁeim-Méftoﬁ formulation con-
.tinﬁe to be the primary reference point underlying current

controversy and dévelopment of anomic theory. Recent develop~

ments-of this theory have primarily been at“the theoretical

791b1d., p.'789." 4
80mp14., p. 790. I,
8l1pig., p. 787.

821014,
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level. It isvgenera.lly recognized that these theoretical
extensions have far outstripped the empirical investigation
necessary to validate the underlying assumptions. In most
cases the extensions of Merton's theory have been theoretical
elaborations framed at a high level of generallty as part of
a larger theoretical system. With few exceptions, these
recent theoretical activities have alded little the task of
conceptualization and operationalization of anomic theory in
such a way that the basic assumptions upon which the theory
rests can be tested and validated.

; Recent discussion of anomic theory has had significant
impact on current attitude toward this theory of deviant
behavior. Three significant aspects of these recent discus-
sions are worthy of reiteration. First, we have noted a
growing tendency to raise questions concermning the adequacy
and validity of this theory as an explanation of deviant
behavior. Accompanying these questions has been a growing
concera for more research to validate the claims of anomic
theory in its various formulations. Secondly, recent
developments have suggested that anomie may be related to a
wider range of phenomena than are treated in Merton's for-
mulation of the theory. These criticisms have especially
been concemed with the ’va.‘lue of taking into account inter-
active processes involved in human behavioral responses.
Thirdly, these recent developments have advanced the concept
cf anomie by clarifying the subjective and objective aspects

of anomic conditions. The treatment of subjective anomie as
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a corollary phenomena with the objective condition has 3

aided the development of measuring anomie through in-

dividual responses.

Even though there have been recent extensions:of
anomic theory, Merton's formulatlion continues to be the
primary focus of concermn in current social thought. Despite
the extensive theoretical treatment of his ideas, little has

been done to emplrically validate Merton's theory. If mean-
ingful progress 1s to be made in vaesting anomic theory, it
would appear that Merton's formulation should be of prime
empirical concern, for it not only has had the greatest
impact on current thinking but also is framed in such a way
that it offers possibilities of operationalization and
measurement. The following discussion and measurements will
primarily focus on Merton's formulation in an attempt to
measure the extent of the empirical support for certain

aspects of his theory.
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CHAPTER THREE
ANOMIC THEORY IN PREVIOUS RESEARCH

Even though the major interest in the theory: of anomie
has been theoretical, there has been an increasing empirical
interest in the theory generated in recent yYears. In gen-
eral, the theoretical development of the thecry has ocug-
stripped the empirical investigations so that the empirical
support for the theory is weak in many respects. In this
chapter we plan to examine some of the studies which have
attempted to test the baslic assumptions underlying Merton's
formulation of anomic theory as it relates to social class

and delinguent behavior.

SOCIAL CLASS AND ANOMIE

In Merton's formulation, anomie is defined as "a
breakdown in the cultural structure occurring particularly
when there i1s an acute disjunction between the cultural
norms and goals and the goclally structured capacities of
members of the group to act in accord with them."t 1In the
American soclety, he asserts-there is a discrepancy between
the soclal emphasis on material success and the legitimate
means avallable to attain these goals. By focusing primarily
on the class structure, Merton hypothesizes that the effect
of this strain will be greatest for those classes with the

s

lgovert K. Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure,
(Rev. ed.; New York: The Free Press or Glencoe, 1957 ).




: B ot T T TS

I

i
L1
i
3
14
i

D O A P N e

50
least access to legitimate means for achieving these goals.
The impact of anomie, helbelieves, will be greatest in the
lower classes of soclety where access to culturally pre-
scribed goals will be most restricted.2 Several attempts
nhave been made to test this hypothesis with conflicting
results.

Leo Srole, using his anomia scale, was one of the
earlier sociologists to attempt %b test the relation between
anomie and soclal class. His data generally supported
Merton's hypothesis.3 Several other attempts have been made
to rzplicate Srole's findings using the same scale. In 1956,
Allan Roberts and Milton Rokeach, published data which
tended to reject Srole's earlier claims and showed little
variation in the frequency of anomie characteristic of the
variods social classes.u In another paper, published soon
after the Roberts-Rokeach paper, Srole again presented
evidence which reiterated the Merton thesis which had been
supported in his earlier study.5 ‘

The inconclusiveness of these earlier studles stim-

ulated similar tests by other writers. Wendell Bell. also

2Ibid., p. 143-147.

3Leo Srole's first study using his anomia scale was
reported in a paper presented to the Arerican Sociological
meeting and later reported in Roterts and Rokeach, "Anomie
Authoritarian and Prejudice: A Replication,"” American
Joumal of Sociology, 61:355-358, January, 1956.

HRoberts and Rokeach, "Anomie, Authoritarianism and
Prejudice, op cit.

5Srole, "Social Integration,” op cit.

. “
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using Srole's scale, found that anomie is inversély related
to economic status when the latter is measured by individual
or neighborhood-factors.6 This added more weiéht to Srole's
earlier findings in support of the Mertonian hypothesis. In
a later study, Meler and Bell again produced data supportive
of Merton's hypothesis. They found that the less acces-
sibility of means, the greater the anomia scores, as measured
by socloeconomic status, class identification, age, social
isolatlon, occupational mobility, and religlous preference.7
From their data they conclude that people become anomic
because of the;i 1nabilit§ to achieve life goals due to low
status. ' i _

"Meier and Bell also attempted to determine the rela-
tlonship between status inconsistency and anomia within
status levels. Here they found no evidence that inconsis-
tent statuses lead to anomie or that differential failure
to achieve life goals explain variations in anomia within
status levels. They attempt to explain this by suggesting
that those with more past exposure to anomic attitudes will
be more anomic. If true, of céurse, this would raise some
question concerning the adequacy of Merton's theory as an

explanation of weviant behavior and lend support to Cohen's

6wendel Bell, "Anomie, Social Isolation and the Class
Structure," Sociometry, 20:105-106, June, 1957.

7Dorothy Meier and Wendell Bell, "Anomia and Differ-
ential Access to the Achievement of Life Goals," American
Sociological Review, 24:189-208, April, 1959.
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objection that more attention should be given to inter-
action and reference group contacts.

Ephralm Muzruchi also employed Srole's scale to test

Merton's hypothesis in small cities in upper New York
Sta.te.8 He reported significant pdsitive relations between

anomia and social class, and between class identification
and formal and informal social participation. He concluded
by suggesting that the lower class have a greater tendency

to anomia because of the socially structured, differential

access to supportive subsystems, as well as the inacces-

sibility of means to achleve socially desired ends.

! In a study of attitudes toward desegregation, Melvin
z Tumin and Ray Collins found that "in general, the higher

] the status, the lower the anomie: and the lower the anomie,
the highEr ﬁhe‘readiness of deéégregation."g_;Their:findings

 concerning the relationship between'anomiq>a@d desegregation

have been challenged, But their data does lend supporf to
Mertonts h&potheéis. They conclude }rom ﬁheir data that,
"It is position in the social structure of either type of
community, rather than urban or rural residence, that is

most likely to be associated with differences on anomia."”

o~

8Muzruchi, "Social Structure and Ancmia in a Small
City," American Sociological Review, 25:645-654, Oct., 13960.

, 9Melvin M. Tumin and Ray C. Collins, Jr., "Status,
Mobility and Anomie: A Study in Readiness for Desegregation,
"British Journal of Socioclogy, 10:253-267, September, 1959.
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In general, the data from previous studies seems to be
supportive of Merton's hypothesis that anomle and social
class are inversely related even though this suppoft has not
been universal. A review of previous research does, however,

indicate a need for further inquiry into this question.

SOCIAL CLASS AND SUGCCESS VALUES
A second major assumption underlying Merton's theory
of anomie that has stimulated a great deal of theoretical
and empirical attention is the proposition that society is
based, on a common system of values that prescribe "certain

common success-goals for the population at laggg."lo Perhaps

no other aspect of this theory has been so heavily criticized
as this basic assumption. For this reason, no doubt, Merton
has singled out this question as a crucial issue in contem-
porary social research when he states that "among the
problems calling for further research (is) éhe following:

the extent to which Americans in different social strata

have in fact assimilated the same culturally induced goals

nll

In his first paper, in which he set forth the theory

" of anomie, Merton seems to hold unequivically to the view

1oMérton, Social Theory and Social Structure,
op cit., p. 146. ;

1l1bid., p. 170.
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that society is based on a system of values commoh to all

social classes within the society when he states: e

"It is...only because behavior is typically
oriented toward the basic values of the society
that we speak of a human aggregate as compris-
ing a society. Unless there is a deposit of
values shared by interacting individuals, there
exists social relations, if the disorderly
interactions may be so called, but no society."

In his reformulation of Durkheim's concept of anomie,

{ Merton clearly assumes that the American culture is one

that stresses heavily a success theme for all persons ir-

i respective of their socio-economic background: "But what
makes ‘American culture relatively destinctive iﬁ this regard
and what was taken as central to the analysis of this case...

. 1s that this is 'a soclety which places a high premium on

economic affluence and social ascent for all its members.'#13

i The distinctive nature of this culturally doctrine to Amer-
/| ican peoplé is twofold:lu

1. "...striving for success is not a matter
of individuals happening to have acqui-

i sitive impulses, rooted in human nature,

i but it is a socially-defined expectation.

2. "...this patterned expectation is re-

i garded as appropriate for everyone,

5 irrespective of his initial lot or sta-
? tion in life."

The nature of this value system is embraced in the concept

of the American Dream which makes morally legitimate the

121bid., p. 141.
131bid., p. 167.
1pid., p. 167.
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striving for lofty success-goals. Merton writes: "The
cultural manifesto is clear: one must not quit, must not
cease striving, must not lessen his goals, for not failure
but low aim is crime."!?

Merton is'not alone in this emphasis on a commen value
system. Value consensus has been an integral theme in the
functional theories since the time of Durkheim and has found
its most ardent spokesman in the writings of Talcott Parsons.
Parsons stresses the importance of value consensus through-

out his writings. 1In Social Structure and Personality he

clearly assumes that the American soclety 1s based on a
common value system by arguing in favor of two principle
16
theses:*
"The first 1s that there is, and for some
tine has been, a single relatively well in-
tegrated and fully institutionalized system
of values in American soclety, and second,
that at this most general level the value-
system has not undergone a fundamental change
in recent times."
This value system, he érgues, has been derived primarily
from the society's religious heritage, centering on "ascetic’
Protestantism and representé what he has termed an
orientation of "instrumental activism."}? Instrumental

activism, in turm is an orientation which positively

151p14., p. 139.

lsTalcott Parsons, Social Structure and Personality
(New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1905), p. 195.

171biga., p. 196.

e

St




e A g

56

evaluates everything‘which increases capacity to a.chieve.l8
Thus, like Merton, Parsons sees the Americén soclety pri-
marily oriented around a value system that prescribes cer-
tain high success-goals as morally legitimate.

In fairness to Merton it should be noted that his

~position on this issue is somewhat softened in his second

paper. Here he refrains from asserting that members of the
various strata have equally internalized this cultural

mandate:l9

"But 1f the communications addressed to
generations of Americans continue to re-
iterate the gospel of success, it does not
follow that all Americans in all groups,
regions, and class strata have uniformly
assimilated thils set of values...We should
take note; then, that the hypothesis...
requires that an appreciable minority, not
all or most, of those in the lower soclal
strata will have asgimilated the cultural
mandate for monetary success, and that it
presupposes affectively assimulation of
this value rather than merely verbal ac-
quiescense with it."

-~

Even with these qualifications it seems quite clear
that Merton's formulation rests on the assumption that
culturally induced high success goals are shared by a highly
significant proportion of the members of all social classes.

A number of objections have been raised against this
assumption by researchers and theorists alike. One of the

most extensive criticisms of Merton'!s theory has been

Bro14., pp. 234-235.

19Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure, op cit.,
pp. 170-172. ‘
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advanced by Edwin Lemert. Lemert particularly criticized
Merton at two related points relative to the present issue.
He first feels that the dichotomy that Merton draws between
cultural goals and institutional means is artificia} and
meaningless for both are so closely linked in reality.go
Secondly, he argues that the stress on a universal value
system 1s questionable because 1t is nearly impossible to
identify a set of values or cultural goals which could be
considered universal in modem industrial societies.21

In a secondary analysis of survey data measuring
levels of educational, income and occupational aspirations
of the different classes, Herbert Hyman was presented data
which supports Lemert's objections.22 He found significant
differences in the aspirations and goals of the various
classes with success-goals inversely related to social class
pbsition. From his data he ccncludes that the value system
of the lower class "involves less emphasis upon the tradi-
tional high success-goals, increased awareness of the lack
of opportunity to achieve success, and less emphasis upon

the achievement of goals which in tum would be instrumental

20Edwin M. Lemert, "Social Structure, Social Control,
and Deviation," in Marshall B. Clinard, Ed., Anomie and
Deviant Behavior (New York: The Free Press of Glencoe,

1%4), p. 60.
2l1bid., p. 64.

22Herbert Hyman, "The Value Systems of Different
Classes," in Reinhard Bendix and Seymour M. Lipset, eds.,
Class, Status and Power (New York: The Free Press of

Glencoe, 1953), pp. 420-441.
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for success."23 This value system, Hyman asserts, arises
out of a "realistic appraisal of reality and in turn
softens for the individual the impact of low status."

On the surface, Hyman's data presents quite a‘dif~
ferent picture of the lower class than Merton's theory
suggests. Rather than a dicotomy developing between aspira-
tions and institutional means pioducing anomic strains,

Hyman's data indicates that these two aspects of culture are

“kept 1in balance as the lower class reduce their aspirations

in the face df‘re§tricted opportunity resulting in a dis-
tinctive lower class value .system. o

' A number of other writers have come to similar con-
clusioné. For inétance, Allicscn Davis, a long-time ex-

ponent of the view that the American Society is based on a

.class-differentiated value system, asserts that individuals

"reacting to'different realistic

of different classes are
situations...Therefore, their values and thelr social goals
are different.eu Like Hyman, Davis‘emphasizes the dif-
ferential values that are found within societies, particular-
ly as exemplified by lower class persons who have adapted
thelr values to their deprived circumstances.

A closer examination of Hyman's data, however, has

caused several writers to question his interpretation.

231bid., p. 42T.

24p111s0n Divis, "The Motivation of the Under-
privileged Worker," in William Foote Whyte, editor, Industry
anid Society (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1946), p. 104.
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Hyman focused attention primarily on absolute levels of
aspirations without taking into account the background
position of individuals. In the absolute sense lower
class individuals generally aspired for lower educational,
income and occupational goals than members of higher social
classes. However, when these aspirations were related to
the level of attainment of their parents it was found that
the lower class individual aspired to improve their position
in soclety by a greater increment than those persons in
higher class positions.25 Hence, it would appear that the
lower)class individuals place relatively high value on
social ascent producing relatively greater position dis-
content in the lower strata of society.

Other research has fouud similar results. In a study
of high school seniors, La Mar Empey found that lower class
high school seqiors agpired to improve their position over
that of their father's by é greater margin than upper

classes even though by absolute standards their goals were

" not as high.26 Rosiland Gould suggests, from her study of

lower class youth, that "the feeling of success and failure

25Hyman, "The Value Systems of Different Classes,"
op cit. :

20La Mar T. Empey, "Social Class and Cccupational
Aspiration: A Comparison of Absolute and Relative Measure=
ment," American Sociological Review, 21:706, December, 1956.




60

does not depend upon an absolute level of achievement, but
upon a varieity of factors, and that the lower class may be
more strongly motivated to achleve than are those on strata-
above them"27 Her findings in this study are similar to
Empey's which is to suggest that the lower class may, in
many cases, endorse culturally prescribed achievement
values but articulate them into thelr own goals for striv-
ing in ways appropriate to their 1life situation. Very
similar results were found in Ralph Tumert!s study of high
school seniors in Los Angeles.28 ‘ .
» In & study of ninth grade students, Richard Stephenson

29 He

added a new dimension to the study of aspirations.
hypothesized that a common cultural emphasis on success
might precduce unrealistic or ideallstic aspirations among
youth which are inaccessible to lower class individuals.
He, therefore, not only measured the level of aspirations ’
of his high school sample, but also measured the level of

education, income and occupation théy expected to attain.

" Hls findings reveal that students do make a distinction

27Rosiland Gould, "Some Sociological Determinants of
Goal striV1ng," Journal of Social Psychology, 13:461-473,
Mw,lyu.

28Ralph H.* Turner, The Social Context of Ambition
(san Francisco: Chandler PubIIshing Co., 1J90%4].

29Richard M. Stephenson, "Mobility Orientation and
Stratification of 1,000 Ninth Graders," American Sociological
Review, 22:204-212, April, 1957.
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between aspirations and expectations. 1In general, the stu-
dents demonstrated a fa%rly high degree of concensus in
respect to aspirations, but their expectations were very much
influenced by position on the social class ladder. In this
case, he found that the lower the socio-economic status, the
lower thé level of expectations. He concluded that the
common outlook on aspirations results from a common cultural
orlientation which cuts across social class groups while
expectations are more of a realistlc view determined in

large part by the respondent!s life experiences.

‘Research has not been entirely consistent with
Stephenson's findings. Frances Holladay and Dorothy Jones,
in a study of aspirations in a southern town produced sup-
portive data for Stephenson's interpretation.so However,
Tumer and Empey did not find any significant tendency for
youth'of any social class level to reduce thelr expectations.
In general, they found that youth from all classes prefer and
anticipate significantly higher social status than their
fathers.

‘ Generally speaking, the research cited above seems to
lend support to Merton's claim that the value on "getting

ahead" and on "social ascent" is rather universally charac-

'teriséic of American society‘even though the data has not,

always been consistent. Stephenson's data which showed dis-

crepancies between the aspirations and expectations of

3°Holladay, Frances and Dorothy Jones, "Occupatioqal
Aspirations and Expectations in a Southern Textile Town'
Alpha Kappa Deltan, 29:32-35, Spring, 1959.
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lower-class youth tends to support Merton's hypothesis ] *%
that the structural strains or anomie is greaﬁerbln the :
lower strata.

Several investigators have gone beyond the measurement
of asplrations to discover the social context of ambition.
Bernard Rosen, for instance, hypothesized that social mobility
is a function of three variables: achievement motivation,

cultural value orientations and aspirations.3l His studies

indicated class variations in all three factors. He con-

cluded from his data that middle class children are more

Lllkely, to be taught both the motives and values which lead i

to achievement than lower class children. Ralph Turner, on

the other hand, has found little difference between the \3%
various classes in the extent to which they endorse values i

which might lead to achievement.32

In general, previous research has been, at best; a

partial test of Merton'!s hypothesis that the strain toward
anomle is greater in the lower class, because of a general
faillure to study both the distribution of values and the
distribution of anomie simultaneously. Studies by Bell and
others have attempted to test Merton!s hypothesis by relating

anomie to social class. Those studies assumed that the desire

.

31gernard C. Rosen, "The Achievement Syndrome: A
Psychocultural Dimension of Social Stratification,” American
Soclological Review, 21:203-211, April, 1956.

32Turner, The Social Content of Ambition, op cit.,
p. 213-215.
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to "get ahead" in American society was uniformly distributed

thrbughout the American class structure. Hyman, on the other
hand, attempted to assess Merton's hypothesis by relating
various types of values to social class. Hyman's study did

not demonstrate whether or not the distribution of success

| values was related to anomie. Muzruchi's study of anomie and

social class in small cities of New Y.,rk did attempt to

measure these phenomena simultaneously and his data genefally
supported Merton'!s thesis. There 1s however, a need for more
‘ research in this area.

i , ANOMIE AND DELINQUENT BEHAVIOR

The theory of anomie, as.presented by Robert Merton,

i
i by no means is limited to delinquent or criminal behavior.

% The subsequent research sponed by Merton's typology of mades
of adaptation to anomic situations has stimulated résearch
in which attempts have been made to relate anomie to a wide
range of deviant behavior. In this reseérch our concern is
with juvenile delinguency which most ‘closely fits Merton's
innovative mode of adaptation. For this reason‘the following
? discussion of previous research of devianp behavior will
| focus entirely on research in delinquent behavior.

It is interesting to note that both Merton and Durkheim
were more concemed with adult deviations. The early state-

ments of Merton's theory made extensive reference to adult

c¢rime. And yet, the major thrust of anomie theory in the

past quarter of a century has come with respect to juvenile

|
i
'
¢

delinguency rather than adult crime. Much of the work
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relating anomie to juvenile delinquency has, however, been of

a theoretical nature and the empirical research has ncet kept

pace with these theoretical developments. When one conslders
f the amount of theoretical attention anomic theory has been ;

given it is somewhat surprising how little has really been

done empirically in this area. ) %a
I

Perhaps the best known emplrical works concerning

juvenile delinquency and anomie are the ecological study by

Lander in Baltimore and its'replication in Detroit by

:% Bordua.33 Lander's attempt to measure anomie objectively

| was mentioned earlier in this paper.3u For Lander, the
concept of anomie refers to an empirical condition charac-
terized by . :cial instability and normlessness. The em- §~ 

pirical nature of this conditlon he interprets as a high ; X

percent of nonwhite residents and low percent of homes

owner-occupied. By a factor analysis he found some relation- g‘

ship between objective anomie and delinquency. Bordua's
repliciation of this study found support for Lander's
hypothesis that delinqueant rates are assoclatez with

social instability.32

33Bernard Lander, Toward an Understanding of Juvenile ;
Delinquency (New York: Columola University rress, 1954); ‘g
David J. Bordua, "Juvenile Delinquency and 'Anomie:' An ;
Attempt at Replication,” Social Problems, 6:230-238,Winter, 1958.

34bid., p. 35.
35pordua, "Juvenile Delinquehcy and 'Anomie,'" op cit.
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More recently Roland Chilton made another replication
of Lander's study in Indianapolis.36 His data led him to
challenge the findings of these earlier studies that delin-
quent behavior is related to an anomic condition character-
ized by instability. He found delinquency to be more

closely related to economic conditions such as overcrowding,

‘1ncome, education and so on. In general, Chilton's study

points to the weakness of labeling empirical conditions és
anomic. Hence, these studles seem to add 1ittle to the

‘establishment of a causal relationship between anomle and

delinquency- These'dﬁjective conditions are what Merton
has feferréd to ds a "symptomatic advance" toward a "measure
of anomie, as an objective condition of gioup life,"37
Merton's formulation of anomic theory sdggésté that
the anomic pressuies toward deviant behavior are greatest in
the lower strata of the American society. Basing his
analysis largely on official crime statistics, he further
suggests that pressures toward delinquency and-crime seem
also to center in the lower strata.38 This basic assurgptlon
has also been a source of heavy criticism. Lemert, for

example, raises three objections relative to this aspect of

36goland J. Chilton, "Delinquency Area Research:

Baltimore, Detroit, and Indlanapolis," American Sociological
Review, 29:71-83, 1964. .

37Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure, op cit.
p. 165.

38rbid., p. 134
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Merton's theory.32 He argues: (1) that there is doubt that |
deviant behavior is disgroportionately more common in the

lower class as the theory of anomie maintains. He especially

attacks the reliability of official crime statistics as a iy

! measure of delinquency rates. (2) He further argues that

even if it is assumed that there is a higher rate of

deviation in the lower class, some other explanation must

be given for the question of why the bulk of the lower class

uses conformity to achieve prescribed goals. This is not

explained by the theory of anomie. (3) The theory stresses

the importance of position in the social structure and
ability to reach cultural goals, and yet, some research has
found that delinquent youth, while appreciative of middle

class values, are more concerned with status which is linked
with the more immediate situation.
i ~ There have been a few studles which have attempted to
measure sociai.class‘vériétions in the distribution of
anomle and delinquent behavior althoGgh more often the socio-
econcomic background is overlooked. A great deal more at-
tention needs to be given to this type of relationship.

'In addition to the Lander-Bordua studies, Arthur Wood

. was an earlier contributor to the study of crime and anomie

using socio economic variables.uo His interest was not , %

39Lemert, "social Structure, Social Control, and
Deviation," op cit.

qu:thur L. Wood, "Social Organization and Crime in
Small Wisconsin Communities," American Sociological Review,
7:40-46, February, 1942. '
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directly related to social class, but more with the socio-
economic characteristics of the community. In this study
he did find some relationship between "demoralization,"
resulting from inadequate availability'of institutional
means for achieving goals, and crime rates. Richard Cloward
found very similar results in his study of anomie and
deviation in prison. His data showed that even under prison
conditions a disjunction between institutionalized gcals
and means leads to deviant behavior.*l

Martin Haskell was perhaps the first to focus atten-
tion entirely on delinquency. His data showed:uz (1) that
delinquent gangs gave satisfaction to juveniles unable to
obtain success goals by legitimate means; (2) acceptance of
forme? deviants by confdrming reference groups reduced
recidivism and (3) conforming roles that provide satisfaction
tended tp take the place of deviant roles. in general, he
found reference group participation more important as a
source of delinquency than anomie, which aga’n lends support
to Cohen's claim that anomie theory is inadequate without

this type of consideration.

bipichara A. Cloward, et. al., "Social Control in the
Prison," Theoretical Studies in Social Organization of the
Prison (New York: Sccial Science Research Council, Marcn,
1960).

b2Martin R. Haskell, "Toward a Reference Group Theory
of Juvenile Delinquency," Social Problems, 8:220-230, 196l.
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Some support for Merton'!s theory has been provided by

SN TE Y e

Clark and Wenniger, in a study of the effect of socio-
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economic status on juvenile delinguency rates among high

school seniors, however in general their data is contrary

to Merton's theory.u3 He found that delinquency was in- . fg

T e A g

versely related to socio-economic conditions in the com-
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munity but not related to social cléss. Angell's study in ff
i Detroit also tended to suggest little relationship between :

soclal class and deviancy.uu Similarly, Karachi and Tody ‘ ‘ fﬁ
| studied the rélation of ob;ective and relative deprivation b
to gang delinquency and strongly rejected the socio-economic
explpnations of delinquency for no relationship was found
between social class and delinquent behavior.45 {§
Contrary to these studles, several researchers have
found a relationship between anomie and delinguent behavior,-
as well as, between delinguent behavior and socilal class.
Landis, Dinitz, and Reckless found strong support for the
Cloward-0Ohlin theory of limited opportunity among lower

b35onn P. Cclark and Eugene P. Wenniger, "Socio- '
Economic Class and Area as Correlates of Illegal Behavior
Among Juveniles,” American Sociological Review, 27:826-

834, 1962,

: uaRobert C. Angell, "Preferences for Moral Norms in
Three Areas," American Journal of Sociology, 67:650-660,1962,

usLarr& Karacki and Jackson Toby, "The Uncommitted
Adolescent: Candidate for Gang Socialization,™ Sociological
Inquiry, 32:203-215, 1962. .
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class youth.u6 They found that delinquent youth tend to
reject middle cIas§ values as Hyman suggests but also found
that delinquency was positively correlated with greater
perception of limited opportunity.- Liu and Fahey also
found a relationship between anomie and delinquéncy,
however, they feel that perception of limited opportunity
is perhaps more nearly the result rather than the cause of
delinquency.uT They also found, delinquency is related to
lower occupational aspirations and unfavorable self-concept.
There have been other studies which ha&e attempted to
measure anomic adaptations among minority groups. Jessor,
et. al. for instance, found that deviation among minority
groups were explained by a.nomie.u8 They concluded that
their data supports, in part at least, both *he learning
theory of deviant behavior as well as anomic theory. Sim-
ilarly, Hanson and Graves studied anomic responses but, in

part, rejected Jessor's findings.u9 They found that Anglos

u6Judson R. Landis, Simon Dinitz, Walter C. Reckless,
"Implementing Two Theories of Delinquency: Value Orientation
and Awareness of Limited Opportunity," Sociology and Social
Research, 47:408-416, 1963. -

47yilliam T. Iiu, and Frank Fahey, "Delinquency, Self-

Esteem, and Social Control: A Retroductive Analysis,"

Amer-
ican Catholic Sociological Review, 24:3-12, 1963.

48Richard Jessor, et., al., Tri-Ethnic Project, (un-
published research report: University of Coloradc, Boulder,
1960).

49povert C. Hanson, and Theodore D. Graves, "Objective
Access, Anomie, and Deviance in a Tri-Ethnic Community,?
paper presented at the meeting of the American Sociological
Asgociation, Los Angeles, August, 1903.
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bave less anomle than the Spanish American and Ute subgroups,
i tut also found that anomie was positively related to de- E
viance in the dominant culture but not in the minority group
cultures. Hence, 1t would appear that the Mertonian theory

of anomle may be more effective in explaining deviant be-
havior in the dominant American culture than in more

traditionally oriented cultures.

R

James Short's study of originating factors in gang

% delinquency has shown some important relationships between

2 means and goals as a dynamic pressure toward deviant

; behﬁyior.5o He hypothesized that anomic situations would
be symptomized by discrepancies in occupational aspirations
and actual expectations of achievement. The aspiration
level being an indicator of position discontent, he further

i argued that discrepancies between the yogth's aspirations

and the parent's level of achievement would also be an

& indicator of anomic strains. He found that (1) the greater

; h | the occupational aspirations and expectation discrepancy, ' ]
; E the greater the delinguency; (2) high delinquency rates were
; associated with failure in school adaptation; (3) those with
é ' low educational aspirations were the most delinquent if they
% perceived educational opportunities closed; (4) delinquency

was created as an(alternative status system. These findings
ﬁl seem to support the Mertonian theory. Most of the youth

§ studied in this research were members of the lower and
}

i 50james F. Short, "Gang Delinquency and Anomie," in
Marshall B. Clinard, ed., Anomie and Dev1ant‘Behavior (New
York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1904, pp. 95-127.
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middle classes with both gang and nongang boys included in
the sample. The frequency of delinquency as well as the
degree of‘discrepancies were negatively related to social
class position.

Focusing largely on neighborhood background,.Irving
Spergel studied delinquent subcultural patterns.5l Selecting
three different neighborhoods he set out to determine the
type of delinquent adaptation to each neighborhood. He
found that: (1) high aspirations with an absence of legit-
imate means in the Mertonian sense led to delinquency; (2)
in t?e highly integrated neighborhood delinquent adaptations
were preparations for a career in the rackets; (3) in poorly
integrated nelghborhoods, where legitimate means were not

avallable, gang fighting became the prime mode of adaptation;

(h) in the neighborhood which contained high socio-economic

groups, theft was the adaptation used to obtain middle class
status; and (5) the delinquents in all three areas, not
being able to make the transition to adulthood, had higher
rates of drug addiction. He concludes by suggesting that

his data strongly supports the Cloward and Ohlin theory of

-delinquent subcultures.

In summary, it should be noted that previous data,
while supporting the Mertonian theory of anomie in many
instances, has not been conclusive on this issue. In some

cases delinquency was found to be related to some measurement

5lIrving Spergel, Racketville, Slumtown, Haulberg
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, I36%h 7.
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of anomle and in other cases it was not. Similarly in some
studles a significant relationship was found between social
class and delinquent behavior. In most of these studies the
soclal class distribution of anomie and delinquent behavior
was not measured simultaneously. More research is heeded in
which the relationship between these three variables are
measured together before an adequate measure of Merton's

theSry of anomie and deiinquent behavior can be accomplished.

CURRENT STATUS OF THE THEORY
Socilologists generally recognize that anomic theory

‘has had- extensive and deep impact on contemporary social

theory. There has been incréasing‘intefest in the concept
both theoretically and empirically since the publication of
Me:ton's first paper in 1938. Many critics of the theory
feel, liowever, that the theoretical treatment of anomie has
outstripped the empirical investigation necessary to

validate the concept as a causal factor in deviant behavior.

In turn, the empirical inquiries that have undertaken at-

tempts to test certaln aspects of the theory have been toco
few and often contradictory. This is not to sQy that anomic

'theéry has proven to be sterile by previous research efforts.

On the contrary, there has been some significant studies

'made which strongly support the claims of the theory.

En .ogh support has been produced to at least indicate that

anomic theory is a worthy object for further research.
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In the foregoing discussion, we have noted a number of
objections that have been raised by critics of anomic
theory. These criticisms can be roughly outlined as follows:

1. Some theorists feel that the theory .
atomizes society into individualistic
actors who adapt to the social system
without due regard for reference group
influences and interaction processes.

2. Deviant behavior 1s seen as an abrupt
change from a strain of anomie to deviant
behavior, rather than « gradual process
of interaction and group change.

3. Cultural transmission theorists argue
that many deviant acts can be explained
more adequately as a part of the
group's role expectations for individual
actors rather than disjunction between
goals and means.

4. A number of social scientists have
criticized the sharp dichotomy that
Merton draws between cultural goals and
institutional means. They argue that
these phenomena are linked in reality
and that such a dichotomy is artificial
‘and unrealistic. SN

5. .0ne of the most common criticisms of
anomic theory 1s aimed at the assumption
of common values. Many social scientists
feel that it is difficult, if not im-
possible, to identify a set of values or -
cultural goals which can be considered
universal in industrial societies,

6. Similarly it is argued that the concept .
of anonie, at best, can explain deviation
in societies in which.status is achieved.
In ascriptive soclietlies some other ex-
planation is needed.

7. The assumption that deviant behavior is
disproportionately more common in the
lower classes has also received unfavor-
able comment by various writers. )

Correspondingly, should it be found that
there is a higher rate of deviation in

[0
L)
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the lower class, the theory of anomie
does not explain why most lower class
uses conformity to achieve prescribed
goals.

THEORETICAL FOCUS

It 1s clearly evident from the above discussion that
many questions have been raised concerning anomic theory
that call for further research. The breadth of these is-
sues are too great to attempt to treat in one study. In
the present study our attention will be focused on only
one aspect of anomic theo;y, namely, Merton's theorem that
differential access to the various means of achieving
success in American society leads to greater anomie and
bressures toward deviant behavior in the lower classes.

As we have noted several times in the above ‘discussion,

the simultaneous measuremenf of social class distributions
of anomie, success values and delinquent behavior is yet to
be carried out. Most of the previous research in anomic
theory have measured social class'distribution of oﬁe or
two variables, but none have attempted to measure all three
simultaneously. It is toward this end that the present
research is directed. '

As a theoretical background to our inquiry of the
social class distribution of these variables our interest
wlill focus on Mertonts discussioﬁ of the innovativelmode of
adaptation as it is expressed in delinquent behavior. The

basic essence of Merton's formulation of innovative adapta-

tion is contained in the following stétéments and definitions:
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1. "Anomie 1s a breakdown in the cultural
structure, occuring particularly when
there is an acute disjunction between
the cultural norms and goals and the
socially structured capacities of mem-
bers of the group to act in accord
with them.” (p. 162).

2. The innovative response to anomie "occurs
when the individual has assimilated the
cultural emphasis upon the goals without

- equally intemalizing the institutional
norms govemming the ways and means for
its attainment." (p. 141).

3. "Aberrant behavior as one form of innova-
tive adaptation occurs as a normal re-
sponse to anomic situations, character-
ized by "dissociation between culturally
prescribed aspirations and socially

’ structured avenues for realizing these
aspirations.”" To expand: Aberrant ve-
havior occurs "when a system of cultural
values extols virtually above all else,
cerbaln common success-goals for the
population at large while the social
structure rigorously restricts or com-
pletely closes access to approved modes
of reaching these goals for a consider-
able part of the same population." (p.l46)

4. The greatest pressures toward deviation are
exerted upon the lower strata of stratified,
industrlal societies, whose situations
exhibit two salient features: (1) "Incen-
tives for success are provided by the es-
tablished values of the culture." and (2)
"the avenues available for moving toward
this goal are largely limited by the class:
structure to those of deviant behavior."
(pp. 145-146) .

5. "Contemporary American culture appears to
approximate the polar type in which great
emphasis upon certain success goals
occurs without equivalent emphasis upon
institutional means," for American so-
clety places a "high premium on economic
affluence and social ascent _for all its
members."” (pp. 136 and 167)°52

52Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure,
op cit., pp. 12I-IT%,
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GENERAL HYPOTHESES
From these thecoretical statements taken from Merton's

theory of anomie, several relational propositions can be

i derived. This research will be concerned with seven propo-
sitions and general hypotheses derived from Merton's thesis yé
which will underly the investigation in the remainder of

this paper.

i Proposition: The greater the discrepancies between cultural-
Ty defined success goals and values and their accessibility
the greater the anomie.

R %ﬁpothesis: Discrepancies between success goals and
elr accessibility are positively related to anomie.

Proposition: The greater the discrepancies between cultural-
Iy defined success-goals and values and their accessibility
the greater the deviant behavior.

gﬁgothesis: Discrepancies between success-goals and
values and their accessibility are positively related

to deviant behavior.

{

Proposition: The greater the anomie the greater the
pressures toward deviant behavior.

EZEOthe51S= Anomie 1s positively related to deviant
enhavior.

4
4
it
:
|
}

Proposition: The lower the social status the greater the
screpancles between success-goals and values and their

accessibility.
’ gﬁpothesis: Discrepancies between sucdess goals and
elr accessibllity are negatively related to social
class.

Prososition: The lower the spciél status the greater the
anomie.
Hypothesis: Social class is negatively related to
anomie.

Progbsition: The lower the social status the higher the
pressures toward deviant behavior,

| : S -
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gzgothesis: Soclal class is negatively related to
deviant behavior.

In formulating his theory of anomie, Merton was
primarily concemed with conditions in the American socilety.
From his treatment of the American society as a unique

entity, two additional propositions can be formulated.

Proposition: The inculcation of high success goals are
pafgernea characteristics common to all soecial classes in
the American society.

gxgothesis: Succéss goals and valves are not related
%0 soclal class.

Proposition: The lower the social status‘in the American
society the lower the soclally structured opportunity to
reach high success goals.

?

Therefore, the lower the social status in the American
soclety the greater should be the discrepancies between
high success-goals and opportunity to reach these goals.
Thus, propositions one through six, with their corresponding

hypotheses, should hold true in the American socliety and in

~the direction hypothesized.
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CHAPTER FOUR
RESEARCH PROCEDURE

The specific task in this chapter is to outline the
methodological procedures to test the general hypotheses
outlined in the previous chapter. The nature and content
of the tests outlined in this chapter will be guided by
certain theoretical and research objectives which underly
this inquiry.

THEORETICAL OBJECTIVES

' The scope of this research is focused on two
theoretical issues surrounding anomic theory which were
discussed in chapter one. The first issue concerns the
efficiency and applicability of anomic theory as an ex-
planation of juvenile delinquency. Some questions have
arisen in recent literature concerning the value or anomic
theory as an explanation of juvenile delinquency. Cohen,
for instance, has suggested that anbmic theory may have
some utility as an explanation of most juvenile delinquency,
which he believes 1s non-utilitarian in nature. The
objective of this research is to expiore the relétion of
anomie to delinquent behavior among youth in/the latter
years of high school. Hence, the scope of this inquiry
will be limited to high school youth and to frequencies of
delinquent acts as one form of deviant adaptation to

anomic situitions.

5 ;f««‘.mi‘,/ ey
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The second concem will focus on the relation of
anomie to soélal status. In”fecénﬁlliterature, some
questions Have arisen con@e:ning-Merton's theorem that

differential opportunity to achieve success in the American

soclety leads fq greater stralns toward anomie and deviant

‘behavior in the lower strata. In this inquiry we hope to

provide some new data which-'may help to shed light on this
theoretical issué. o ) '
o RESEARCH OBJECTIVES
To test @he hypotheses derivative from his theorem,
Mezxrton has guggested &bat‘daté are neéessary oﬁ,"sociallyA
pattémed differentials in: "l . ' \'
1. "Exposure to the chltural goals and ‘norns,
regulating behavior oriented toward that
goal; -

2. Acceptance of the goal\and norms as moral '
mandates and intemalized values;

3. Relatlve accessibility to the goals: life-~
changes in the~opportunity structure;

4. The extent of discrepancylbetweén the ac-
cepted goals and 1ts accessibllity;

5. The degree of anomie; and
6. The rates of deviant behavior of the
various kinds set out in the typology
of modes of sdaptation.' ‘
. /
In this study an effort is made to provide data on

post of these factors. However, as Merton indicates,

lrovert K. Merton, "Continuities in the Thenry of
Social Structure and Anomie," in Robert XK. Merton, ed.,
Social Theory and Social Structure Rev., ed.; (New York:
The Free Press of Glencoe, 1957) p. 175.

¥
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methodological tools are not available to systematically

test all of these phenomena. It is possible to make ah'u

- adequate test of many aspects of this theory with

existing methods. .
In the present study, data is not available to - .

measure the differentials in ékposure to success-goals and:

,norm5<for the attainment of success. Nor is it possible
‘to establish differentials in rates of deviant behavior

for all of the various typologies set out in Merton's

theory of modes of adaptation. OQur concérn in this study
wil% center on the innovative mode of adaptation:.as it is
expressed in delinquent behavior. ‘

In an attempt to test as many of the important
veriables underlying Merton'!s theorem as pogsible, the
following objectives will form the basis of the following
investigaﬁlon. An attempt will be made to explore
differentials in:

1. Accéptance of the success-goals and as-~
soclated values through objective value .-
responses;

2. Relative accessibility to means of
success through soclal class differen-
tials; -

i
3. The degrees of discrepancy between goals
and their accessibility througn class
differences in asplrations and expecta-
tions of success;

4, Soclal class differentials in degrees
of anomie through distribution of anomia
scores;

5. Social class differentials in delinquent
behavior {hrough distribution of delin-
quent acts.

+
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OPERATIONALIZATION OF VARIABLES

v

Merton's theory "Social Structure and Anomie"- is,
for the most part, formulated in sweéping generalizations
and abstract ielationships, éreating serious problems to
empirical investigation‘of anomic theory. The task of
operationalizing his concepts and relationships into
workabie empirical measurements constitutes a real chal-~

lenge to empirical research. In many instances only

irdirect measurement of crucial variables is currently

possible. 1In the present research we attempt to formulate

a variety of indices aim:a at measuring important variables.

For the most part, our measurementsymust be viewed as ex-
ploratory in nature as we attempt to shed new light on key
var{gbles by a variety of empirical techniques.

| The first task in outlining the methodological
procedures for this inquirx is to operationally define the
major variables under consideration in this study in terms
of theoretical and research objectifes, and to formulate
specific hypotheses. In the following sections we will
attempt to operationally define success values, discrep-
ancies, anomie and deviant behavior,
SUCCESS-GOALS AND VALUES

The concepts of success-goals and values play an.

integral role in Merton's formulation of Anomic theory.

He, however, 1s not very explicit in specifying the nature
of succesngoals and values which he conceives as a

patterned characteristic that cross-cuts subgroup

E vfx}<~ Ty g 2 : : el :2:
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differenéesAih_the Americaﬂ society. The cruciél problem,
theréfore, confronting any inyestigatibn of anomic theory
is to concepfualize and operationalize these concepts in
such a way that the true theo:etical meaning of these terms
are iepresented, and, at the same time, provide a workable
empirical tool.

For illustrative purposes, Merton has strongly
stressed a general orientation toward materlal and monetary
success in the American society, however, he is careful to
point out ﬁhat other success-goals are also a part of this
pattern value system.2

It does seem clear, theQer, after a careful review
of his work, that Merton is not so concerned with the
concrete nature of goals toward which persons strive as he
is with a general orientation that makes morélly legitimate
a universal desire to "get ahead,” or to improve one's |

social position. 1In this sense, then, our attention is

focused more cn a general achievement orientation directed

toward social ascent or social mobility rather than specific
levels of aspirations or échievement.3

It is true, however, that success 1in any realm is
dependent upon twoe factors; thelpossession or poth the
necessary ability and the motivation to reach the goal.

Ability is, of coﬁrse, limited by socially imposed barriers

2Ibid., p. 167.
31bi4.
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to tralning and lack of channels to glven types of posi;
tiops as;Merton's theor& suggests. On the other hand,
ability may also be limited by lack of individuel striving
to obtain whatever training that might be instrumeqtal to
success. It follows, there;ore, that motivation to advance
to higher social pdsition constitutes more than simply
choosing concrete goals. It also involves certain psycho-
cultural dimensicns of mobility striving. Bernard Rosen
has referred to this typé of achievement orientation as an
achievement syndrome made up of a psychological dimension
he c§lls achievement motivatipn; a cultural dimension con-
slsting of appropriate value orientations; and a social
dimension measured in terms of levels of aspiration.LL

In operationalizing Merton's concept of success values
and goals we attempt to capture ﬁhese three dimensions of
mobility orientations. The psychological concept of
achievement motivation will be somewhat altered in this
study. In Rosen's work, this concept refers to a psycho-
logical need disposition often referred to as need achieve-

ment, and measured by the Thematic Apperception Test. In

this study we will be more concermned with mobility strivings
as an indicator of the achievement motivation. In this

sense we wWill be concerned with the extent to which

young people asplre to improve their social standingvover

uBernard C. Rosen, "The Achlevement Syndrome: A
Psychocultural Dimension of Social Stratification,”
American Sociological Review. 21:203-211, April, 1956.

6 gt




R S I A T R T ST PR T

ey it

84
their family of origin. This we will refer to as mobility’
asplrations. h

The second component, cultural value-orientations will
be defined largely in terms of the American spirit that has
variocusly been referred to as the Pgotestant Ethic, the
Spirit of Capitalism, and the American Dream.  Before the
achlevement motive can be expre;sed iﬂ culturally defined
success behavior, there needs to be more than é desire to’
achieve success; there must also be some awareness of and
willingness to undertake the steps necessary for achieve-
ment. Such steps involve, among other things, the willing-
ness to plan, to work and to sacrifice. In this study we
shall refer to this system of value orientations as the
entrepreneurial crientation.

Thirdly, a good indicator of the extent of achieve-
ment motivation cen be measured in terms of the difficulty
of tﬁe task one outlines for themselves expressed in the
level of concrete goals one aspires’ to achieve. This com-
ponent of success values will be referred to as the
absolute levels of aspirations.

The generalized concept of success goals and values
will, therefore, be operationalized as a generalized
achlevement orientation consisting of three component parts.

1. Absolute levels of aspirations

2. Mobility asplirations

3. Entrepreneurial value orientations.
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. _ ANOMIE
% . In this study we will attempt to define anomie by two

dimensions: subjective anomie as 'expressed in Srole's

concept of anomia, and more obJectivély By the discrepan-

cles that exist between success-goals and their accessibility.

Anomia . - I

The development and usage of the concept>of anomia was

;é : discussed in detail in éhapter two so no extensive treat-

ment of the concept will be undertaken at this point. It is

I clear, however, that Merton's formulation of anomic theory

centered on objective anomie as a social structural strain.
. g In the present study our basic c¢oncern is to explore the

. ’ objective features of social structure that glves rise to

s

anomie. Anomia will be viewed as a symptom of objective
anomie and the frequency and degree of anomia will consti- oo
tute an index or indicator of the objective social structur-

al straln. ‘Hence, in this research anomia will be viewed

~as the dependent variable, the individual response, while ,;

anomle will be viewed as the independent variable. As

corfollary‘phenomena, high correlations should be found

between these two aspects of social reality.
Discrepancies

In order to gain a better perspective of objective , ‘ '%
factors or symptoms related to anomic strains this inquiry
will also be concerned with the extent of the discrepancies

between goals and their accessibility. Merton defines

anomie as "a breakdown in the cultural structure, occurring

e N T DT
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particularly when there is an acute disjunction between
the cultural norms and goals and the socially structured
capacities of members of the group to act in accord with
them."5 Hence, one approach to the measurement of anomie
can come by way of identifying the discrepancies that
individuals variously located in the social structure
experience between their desired success goals and the
channels available to them to achieve these goals.

To measure discrepancies of this type is, of course,
quite difficult and, perhaps, beyond the immediate reach
of §ociological inquiry. any adequate measure of discrep-
ancies of this type would necessitate a complete appraisal
of the life chances of individuals differentially located
in the social structure. There has been, however, con-
siderable evidence generated in recent years which indicates
that mobility at any level is difficult and that the
majority of persons from the lower strata will not achieve
social positions much higher than .their fathers. This
implies that there are real social structural limitations
to success, in the mobility sense, imposed upon all social
strata which may be even greater in the lower strata. At
least, available evidence indicates that these barriérs are
no less limiting to those of lower status. It, therefore;
follows that one measure of discrepancies between goals and

means is the extent to which persons aspire to improve

5Merton, op cit., p. 161.
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their social position relative to their family of origin,
Those persons who aspire to improve their position by the
greatesty margin will also have to overcome the greatest
obstacles or barrlers to the fulfillment of these high
mqbility aspirations. Thus, the increment by which high
school stugents aspire to improve their positior. over the
achievemenf level of the family breadwinner can serve as
an indicator of the degree of discrepancy between their
goals and thelr accessibllity. This type of measure has
been employed in previous research with some degree of
suc?ess by James Short.6

One other aspect of discrepancies that may produce
anomic strains will also be taken into account in'this
inguiry, and that is th? matter of the individuals
awareness of such limitations to means of reaching his
goals. The objective disjunction between culturally
prescribed goals and institutional means may occur without
individual awareness of such socio-cultural discrepancies.
Herbert Hyman has pointed out this aspect of a.nomie:7

"It is clear that Merton's analysis assumes
that the cultural goals of success is in

actuality internalized by lower class indivi-
duals. Perhaps it also requires that the

6James F. short, "Gang Delinquency and Anomie," in
Marshall B. Clinard, ed., Anomie and Deviant Behavior (New
York: The Free Press of.glencoe, 1904}, pp. 95-127.

THerbert Hyman, "The Value Systems of Different
Classes," in Reinhard Bendix and Seymcur M. Lipset, eds.,
Class, Status and Power (New York: The Free Press of

Glencoe, 1953), n. 8a7.
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lower class individual recognize that the
means to success are not avallable to him.
It is certainly true at a given point in
time that an individual frustrated in his
goal because access to means is not open
to him, will experience the incident as
frustrating whether or not he realizes

that the means are beyond his grasp. But
it seems also true in the larger time per-
spective that if he continues to think
that the means for a future success are
availaeble to him that the frustration will .
be milder and that deviance might not occur.
Conversely, if the indiviacual regarded his
chances to achieve his goals of success as
negligible;, when in reality they were good,
there would be a psychologically produced
strain toward deviance."

It is evident, therefore, that what we need is
evidence of both the extent to.which there are disjunc-
tions between cultural goals and lnstitutional means

in the objective sense, and the extent to which the

respondent believes his opportunities are limited.

Previous research has indicated that lower status
youth often aspire to higher positions than they actually
expect to achievé. This seems to indicate that there is
a tendency to lower one's expecta%ions below the desired
level of achievement when confronted with structural

limitations on means to achieve higher goals; This, in

tum, is indicative of situations where there are

discrepancies between>goals and means of which the

individual is aware. Whether thelr perceived limitations
are real or imaginary does not métter, for, as Hyman
points out, when a person believes or feels his opportu-

nities are limited, when in reality they are not, he will

s
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experience the same frustration as one who is facing real
limitations. Therefore, we can define a situation
characterized by a disjwiction between goals and means as
a situation in which a person perceives his chances of
reaching desired goals as limited and, thereby, expects to
achieve something less than he would like to achleve. Thus
we may assume that another indicator of anomic conditions
are sitgations characterized by acute disjunctions between
success asplrations and expectations.

In this study, therefore, three indices of anomic
situations will be used:
, l. Degree and frequency of anomia
2. Discrepancies between aspirations and expectations
3. Dlscrepancies between aspiration and levels of
achievement of the family breadwinner. This we
shall refer to as discrepancies betweer aspir-
ations and familly background.
DEVIANT BEHAVIOR
‘ Merton's theoretical formulation of the theory of
anom:!.é suggests that ‘gnomic straix{s pioduce acute pressures
toward deviant behavior. Even though anomic theory was |
originally formulated to explain adult deviation, it has »
had its greatest influence on the theo}ry of juvenile
delinquent behavior. Here it has also received some of
its strongest criticism. In this research our concemn
with anomic theory is limited primarily to 'measuring the
utility of this theory as an explanation of delinquent

behavior.
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Juvenile delinquency is a term that is difficult to
define because of the wide variations in legal definitilons
that have developed in recent years. Generally speaking,
the legal definitions tend to be ambiguous and difficult
to operationalize. Rather than attempting to develop an
operation definition of delinquency as a generalized
concept, we will be concerned with specific types of
delinquency that constitute clear violations of legal or
institutional norms. There will, thefefore, be no attempt
to generalize to the total range of delinquent behaviér in
this study.

, . In eriticlzing Merton's theory, Cohen has taken
issue witn Merton's tendency to stress the utilitarian
nature of criminal behavior. He suggests ghat anomie is
"nighlyr plausible as an explanation for adult professional
crime and for the property delinguency of some older and
gemi-professional juvenile thieves. He asserts, however,
that it has serious limitations as an explanation of sub-
cultural delinquency: much ¢f which he feels is non-

utilitarian in nature. He goes on to point out that "this

destructiveness the versatility, the zest and the whoiesale'

hegativism which characterizes this delinquent subculture

are béyond the purview of this theory (of anomie)."8

8Albert K. Cohen, "Toward a Theory of Deviant
Behavior: Continuities Continued,” a paper presented to
session on deviant behavior, American Sociological
Association meeting, August 28, 1963.
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In reply to Cohen's criticism, Merton argues:

. "...in exploring this matter further, it
should be remembered; for purposes of
theoretical clarity, that this theory does
not maintain that the resulting deviant
behavior is rationally c¢alculated anc
utilitarian. Instead, it cenvers on the
acute pressures created by the discrep-
ancy betWween culturally induced goals and

socially structured opportunities.

Ine

response to these pressures with the con-
sequent strains upon individuals supject
to them may involve a considerable degree
of frustration and of nonrational or of
irrational behavior. 'Destructiveness' has
often been psychologically identifiec as
one fori: of response to continued frustra-
tion. So, too, it would appear that
*wholesale negativism' can be construed,
without enlarging the theory to incorpor-
¢+ ate new ad hoc variables, as a sustained
repudiatIon of the authorities which
exemplify the contradiction between
legitimized cultural aspirations an

soclally restricted opportunities.

Thus, it would appear that Merton views anomic theory

as a possible explanation of both utilitarian and non-

utilitarian delinquency.
The disagreement over the adéquacy

center around the question of whether it

"utilitarian types of delinquency. Cohen

that it may be an acceptable explanation
acts that are engaged in for purposes of

of anomie seemé %0
can explain non-
seems ©o fecl

of delinguent

monetary gain

but not as an explanation of deviant acts that are not

aimed at utilitarian goals. Merton agrees that this theory

can explain only certain types of delinguent behavior but

9Merton, op cit. p. 178.
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i1s not ready to admit its inadequacy to explain much of

2

nonutilitarian and nonrational behavior.

. ‘§ Because of these theoretical inconsistencies it seems

- 4 1mpo;tant to determine the relation of anomie to both
utllitarian and nonutilitarian delinquency.
In this research, we will refer to delinquent acts

¢ H that involve 1llegal appropriation of property that may

bring monetary gain to the actor as utilitarian delin-

quency. Juvenile deviant or illegal behavior that involve

i conflict, destruction of property, hostile acts, and

behavior that is entered into for "kicks" rather than

r
monetary gain will be referred to as nonutilitarian

delinquency.
SPECIFIC HYPOTHESES

With these general operational definitions of crucilal
f variables as the empistemic link betweép phe abstract
: " theoretical level and the more specifié‘objéctivesuof’this B o
‘ research, it 1s possible to formulate the specific
hypotheses that will underly the empirical phase of this o |
inquiry. In doing so, the general theoretical hypotheses o

will be presented accompanied by the specific research

® . ) ,E hypotheses which will be used to measure these relationships.

General Hypothesis 1: Success-goals and values are not
related to social class.

Speclfic Hypothesls 1A: Absolute levels of asplrations
are not related to social class.

: Specific Hypothesis 1B: Mobility aspirations are not
! related to soclal class.
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Specific Hypothesls 1C: Entrepreﬁeurial value
orientations are not related to social class.

General Hypothesis 2:Discrepancles between success goals
and values and their accessibility are negatively
related to social class.

Specific Hypothesis 2A: Discrepancies between the
individual's aspirations and the family
breadwinner's level of achievement are
negatively related to social class.

Specific Hypothesis 2B: Discrepancies between the
Iindlvidual’s success aspilrations and expecta-
tions are negatively related to social class.

General Hypothesis 3: Discrepancies between success goals
and values and thelr accessibility are positively
related to anomie.

Specific Hypothesis 3A: Discrepancies between the
’ Individual's aspirations and the family bread-
winner's level of achievement are pesitively
related to anomia.

Specific Hypothesis 3B: Discrepancies between the
Individualls success aspirations and expecta-
tions are positively related to-anomia.

General Hypothesis 4: Discrepancies between success-goals

and values and thelr accessibllity are positively
related to deviant behavior.

Specific Hypothesis 4A: Discrepancles between the
IndividualTs aspirations, and the family bread-
winnert!s level of achievement are positively
related to utilitarian delinquent behavior.

Specific Hypothesis L4B: Discrepancies between the
Indlvidual's aspirations and the family bread-
winner's level of achlevement are positively
related to nonutilitarian delinquent behavior.

Specific Hypothesis UC: Discrepancies between the
Individual’s asplrations and expectations are .
positively related to utilitarian delinquent
behavior. :

Specific Hypothesis 4D: Discrepancies between the
Tndlvidual's aspirations and expectations are
positively related to nonutilitarian delin-
quent behavior.
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Generallﬂynothesis 5: Anomie is negatively related to social
class.

Specific Hypothesis 5A: Anomia is negatively related
to social class.,

General Hypothesls 6: Anomie is positively related to
deviant behavior.

Specific Hypothesis 6HA: Anomia is positively related
to utilitarian delinquent behavior.

Specific Hypothesis 6B: Anomia is positi?ely related
to nonutilitarian delinquent behavior.

General Hypotnesis 7: Social Class is negatively related to
deviant behavior, ' :

Specific Hypothesis 7A: Social Class 1s negatively
related to utilitarian delinquent behavior.

, Specific Hypothesis 7B: Social Class 1s negatively
related to nohutilitarian delinguent behavior.

METHODOLOGICAL PROCEDURE

The Universe

This research is one part of a larger study sponsored
by the Colorado Cooperative Extension Service at Colorado
State University under the direction of Dr. Manuel Alers-
Montalvo. The purpose of the larger study is to explore
educational needs of people living under varying socio-
economic and community conditions. The larger study was
conducted in three Colorado countles selected because they
were characterized by varying soclo-economic conditions
that were representative of larger regions in the Rocky
Mountaln area.

Jefferson County was selected for the larger study

because it is qulite representative'of rapidly growing
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suburban metropolitan areas of the southwest; Jefferson
County 1s a suburban county in the Denver Metropolitan area
and 1is pfimarily characterized by urban conditions. The
county has been experiencing rapid growth throughout the
past three decades due to the general western migration
characteristic of recent United States history, as well as,
the decentralization trend of metropolitan regions. The
county has some industry but, in the main, i1s more of a
bedroom county for the larger Denver commercial and
industrial area.

Washington County was selected for the larger study
because it is representative of the rural agricultural areas
of the Rocky Mountain region, The county is primarily é
dry land farming region characterized by large farming
operations and sparce population. The population composi-
tion 1s classified in the 1960 U. S. census as totally rural
farm and nonfarm; with no urban areas in the county. Like
so much of the rural areas of America, Washington County has
experienced substantial loss of population to the larger
urban areas, as well as, a great deal of its commercial trade.

Huerfano County was selected for the larger study
because 1t represents the génerally poor soclo-economic con-
ditions of the bicultural countles of southern Colorado and
northern New Mexico. Huerfano County was at one time a
dynamic coal mining area, dbut, as the coal industry declined
during the 1930's, the county was unable to draw new
industries to replace the losses in mining. As a result,
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the county is now characterized by heavy unemployment and

»
A Ao N 3

low incomes and is generally an economically depressed

area. Prior to the development of the coal industry,

et i

Huerfano County had been primarily an agrarian Spanish-

American settlement. The coal industry drew large numbers

e S e,

of European immigrants, as well as, Mexican immigrants to
i the coal fields. After the decline of the coal industry &
many of the European settlers moved out of the county ‘?

leaving the county's population compositions approximately

one half Spanish surnamed.

The larger study was conducted by administration of

f interview schedules to a random sample of adult male and

female members of each county. The present study was aimed

at the youth in the county and the data obtained by
administering questionaires to high school students in each . i
; county. The universe from which the sample for this study fﬁ
ik is drawn is the eleventh grade class of five high schools in i
i the three counties selected for the larger study. Two high

schools were selected from Jefferson'County. The schools

were chosen because more than any other schools they most
closely répresented the general Eocial and economic condi-

i tions of the county.

Alameda High School is located in southern Jefferson
County in the midst of several new housing developments. Some
it of the housing developments from which 1t draws its consti-

tuency are primarily working class houses, whilevothers
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appeal to higher income and professsional people. Thus,
the student body comes from families which range across
the total spectrum of social class backgrounds.

The second school, Jefferson High School, is located
1n'an older, more established neighborhood. However, like
Alameda High School, it is located in an unincorporated
suburban area of high population density. The populailon
serviced by this school range féom very poor families to
very wealthy families., Hence, the student budy represents
a fairly good cross-section of this suburban region. The
sehool 1s located in central Jefferson County approximately
threé miles west of the Denver clity limits.

In Washington County, one school was selected. This
school i1s located in Akron, Colorado, a small town and
county seat of Washington County. This school was chosen
because it offers the best sampling of rural farm and nonfarm
students available in the county. The other high schools are
almost exclusively composed of farm.youth. Even though the
school 1s located in Akron, it draws large numbers of stu-
dents from the surrounding farm areas. Thus, the composition
of the student body 1s approxlmately 50% farm and
50% nonfarm.

In Huerfano County, two high schools were chosen. Both
schools are located in Walsenburg, the county seat. The two
Walsenburg High Schools are the only secondary schools so the
student body represents the entire socic-economic and ethnic

composition of the area. One high school 1s a public school,

s i g o e T
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while the other is a Catholic schoocl. Both schools were
included in the sample because so much of the Spanish
population is Catholic and send their children to the
Catholic school. By sampling both schools, a better
ethnic balance 1s obtained,
Sample

The sample for this research consists of 208 girls
and 201 boys from the junior class (eleventh grade) of the
five high schools described above. The plan of the re-
search was originally desligned to use a simple random
sample, but this was found to be impracticai so other
sampling techniques were used that would give the best
randomization possibie. It was decided to sample entire
classrooms of students that were taking courses which were
both required of elevénth grade students and limited to
only eleventh graders. The policies of the five schools
were to distribute students into the various subsections
of each course on a chance basis so the composition of each
classroom was quite randomized at thé time of this study. V
The courses chosen for this study were the eleventh grade
English, history and social science classes. Since the
several sectlions of each class were distributed throughout
the day it was decided to restrict the administration of
questionaires to students meeting in any of these three
courses at the same hour, to avoid the chance of admini-

stering the gquestiocnalires to the same students twice.

Loy
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This sampling techniguae resulted in the administration

T A

R

o ; of questionalres to almost the entire.gleventh grade classes

of the two Walsenburg schools and the;ﬂkron High School. The

A

: total samples for these three schools are:

g Boys Girls

RS A

: f Walsenburg Public High School 25 38 w
B ; Walsenburg Catholic High School 50 25 :
. it Akron Public High School 16 25

In Jefferson County the schools are larger and the samples

i obtained from these schools represent approximately 35% of

L . ,
% the junior classes. At Alameda High School the sample

i

inclgded 44 boys and 59 glrls. At Jefferson High School the
sample totaled 66 boys and 61 girls.

Field Procedure

The data for this study was obtained. through the use

of questionaires administered to large. groups. One of the

crucigl problems underlying research of this type is to v ¢f

stimulate cooperation and objective responses from respon-

dents in areas of behavior that are-often sensitive to the
individual. In this inquiry considerable information is

needed conceming both the types and frequeneles of delin- . ﬁ

quent beh.ivior engaged in by indlviduals. : .f

e ot A A

In order to 1llicite the best cooperation possible it
~ was declded to use anonymous questionalres administered

under controlled conditions to large groups of respondents

so that no assoclation could be made between responses and

the individual respondent. Care was taken to explaln the

importance of aﬂcurate information, as well as, to emphasize

X
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the conflidential and anonymous nature of the information.
In this way it 1is hoped that the data is an accurate
presentatlion of actual behaylor.

The procedure followed in administering the question-
alres was to distribute them in the classrooms to the stu-
dents selected for the sample. All students in each room
were asked to fill out a questionaire. 1In most cases there
were several members of the research project in each room
to assist students with questions or problems that arose
during the testing period. .

The nature of the questionalre was primarily objective,
Open’ended questions were rarily used, and then only in
cases when it was necessary for some elaboration of the
objective response. The overall questionaire embraced
questions pertaining to a wide range of behavior. The
present study employes only a small part of the total
information gleaned through this survey.

' MEASUREMENT. OF VARIABLES -

In this section we will.presedt the procedures used tb
measure the variableskunderlying the specific hypotheses ‘
outlined above, In ﬁost cases indices have been develoﬁed
to measure cruclal variables. The nature of these indicies
and their relacionship to variables will be preseﬁted in
the following discussion.

SOCIAL CLASS INDEX ’
In this 1nvestigation Hollingshead's two factor index

of‘social position is utilized in the analysis of soclal
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class b&ckground.lo This index 1s based upon the weighted
occupational and educational attainment of the family head
or principal wage earner. Both occupational and educational
attainment are ranked according to Hollingshead's seven
point scales. Occupational rankings are given the weight of
seven and educatlon a weight of four, providing a socio-
economic index with possible scores ranging from 11 to 77.
The social class distribution of the sample used in this
investigation is shown in Table I.
ETHNICITY |

Gne of the major criticisms of Merton's formulation of
anomic theory 1is thét it may be applicable to societies that
place heavy emphasls on achieved status, but may have little
relevance to socleties that emphasize ascribgd status.
Previous research has provided some empirical support for
this objection within the American soclety especially as
applied to Spanish American and other traditionally oriented
subgroups. This criticism hag particular relevance to this
inquiry because of the large number of Spanish American
peoples embraced by thls sample.

it 1s true that Merton's hypothetlical relationship

between social class, anomie and deviant behavior draws

. heavily upon the assumed value system of the dominant

American culture. In order to control for value distortions

10pugust B. Hollingshead, "Index of Soclal Position," '

New Haven, Connecticut, mimeographed, 1957.




SOCIAL CLASS COMPOSITION OF SAMPLE BY SCHOOL

TABLE I:
COUNTY
Social Class Total | Jefferson Huerfano Washingtory
JelTerson Alameda Public Catholle Akron
I 5.1% 8.0% 7.8% 1.5% 1.8% 2.4%
11 to 17 N-21 N-10 N-8 N-1 N-1 N-1
II 4,1% G.4 5.8 1.3 4.8
18 to 27 N-17 N-8 N-6 N-0 N-1 N-2
III 25.6 29.6 30.3 12.6 21.3 29,2
28 to 43 N-104 N-37 -31 N-8 N-16 N-12
v 43.3 4r.2 Lh,1 39.6 25.3 £60.9
L4y to 60 N-173 N-59 N-45 N-25 N-19 N-25
' 22.4 8.8 11.7 46.0 50.6 2.4
61 to 77 N-91  N-11 N-12 N-29 N-38 N-1
Number 106 55 167 53 75 4T
NA K £ T 0 0 0
TOTAL 005 —IDY 103 63 75 T
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that may be related to subcultural valueAvariations, the
analysis of data in this study will not only measure the
relat;onship between these variables in the total sample,
but will also make simllar evaluations on sutgroups de-
limited by sex and ethnicity. We will delineate two ethnic
subgroups, namely, the Spanish American and Anglo American
subgroups.

Because of the difficulty of deliniting Spanish
American and Mexican persons by objective criteria it was
decided to have each respondent ldentify their own ethnic
origin., To determine the student's own sense of ethnic
idenéity-the following question was asked:

What is your family's national origin?

Mother's Family Father's Family

Japanese
German
English
Mexican

Latin American
Italian
Scandinavian
Spanish
Indian

Other

(il

(i

b

A1l persons identifying their mother's family, father¥:
family, or both parental families as Spanish or Mexlcan
were identified as Spanish American. In the present sample
no respondent identified as Spanish American had a mixed
family background. All other respondents were grouped under
the ruberic of Anglo American. The sex-ethnic composition
of this sample by social class is shown in Table II. No

i
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other nationdlity or racial group appeared in the sample
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with great enough frequency to become a significant variable.

MEASUREMENT OF VALUES

The concept of success values as employed by Merton in

his theory of "Social Structure and Anomie" has been opera-

tionally defined as a general emphasis on success and soclal j:ﬁ

gttt

ascent characterlzed by high levels of absolute aspirations,

mobility aspirations and a system of entrepreneurial value

orientations which are embodied in the American Dream

precept. In the present section our task is to outline the

technique used in this research to test these variables.
14

Absolute Aspirations

One of the important indicators of the value placed

on success is the difficulty of the task humuan beilngs set

for themselves, measured in terms of levels of aspirations

and goals for individual striving. To illustrate how

PO o

A0 = e

emphasis on high success-goals in the lower strata can

produce anomic strains, Merton has concentrated largely on

the goal of monetary success. There are, however, other

success-goals that may be 1hstrumental to monetary success

that are more applicable to studies of high school youth

due to the basis pressures and needs charabteristic of

youth culture in American>society. Young people in the

oo

e T Y o N sy

latter years of high school are culminating a period of
involvement in the adolescent peer group, and are preparing
to go their separate ways. This perlod is a major
transition point in the individual's 1life cycle, in which
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! TABLE II: SEX-ETHNIC DISTRIBUTION BY SOCIAL CLASS

~

Class Anglo-American _Spanlsh-American
‘ Male ‘Female Male Female

1. 6.0% 6.5% 1.9%
N-9 N-11 N-1 N-0

2. 2.0% 7.6% 1.9%
| N-3 N-13 N-1

29.5
N-4l

got

L, 48.9 bo.2 36.5 33.3
| N-73 N-68 N-13 N-13

5. 12.7 12.4 53.8 - 58.9
N-19 N-21 N-28

DILY T 7 ] 0
TOTAL g 169 52 39
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both boys and girls are confronted by choices of occupation
and future education that are relatively inescapable. The
problem of monetary success which plays such an important
role in Merton's anomic theory is, no doubt, also important
at this time in life, but of even more immediate importance
are the cholces to be made about college and future occupa-
tions. But, these two factors are also important in
monetary success. The choices young people make here will
in many instances predetermine their future 1life conditions.
With the decline of individual ownership of business
ente;prises, occupation has become the main avenuevto social
ascent and economic affluence open to American youth.
Education, in tum, will largely determine the position in
the cccupational structure one will ultimately achieve. So
what we attempt to determine in this investigation is.the
extent to which there is social class acceptance of
occupational and educational goals, and in tumrn, the belief
in the accessibility of such goals. Secondly, we seek to
determine whether these aspirations represent a desire on

the part of students to improve on the social position of

‘their family of origin.

To determinie the level of educational aspirations,
three questions are designed to allow the student to express
thelr most desired goals. These questions are: .

1. Do you plan to graduate from high school?
If no, why not?
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2, "If you were free to choose would you like to
continue your education beyond high school?

3, If yes, in what manner?
__Junior college
__Four year college
__Technical training school
__Trade School
__Other, specify
To develop a standardized scale of educational aspir-
ations, the responses of each student are ranked on ‘
Hollingshead!'s seven point scale of educational pesition.
This scale is: .’
1. Graduate Professional -Training
2., Standard College Education (college degree)

Partial College Training’

High School Graduate

-

Partial High School
Junior High School (7-9 yrs completed)

~N O & W

. Less than 7 years of school

To determine the level, of obéupationgl aspirations

"each respondent-is asked:

"Tf you were completely free to choose what
occupation would you like to ‘follow?"

The responses to this open ended question are ranked
numberically on Hollingshead's seven point scale of
occupational pOSLthP. This scale is:

1. Higher executive, prop~lﬂtora of large concerns

) and major professionals

2. Business managers, propr*etors of medium-gized
business, and lesser professicnals. - .

3. Administrative pers onnel small independent
'businesses, and minor’ professionals.
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4. cClerical and sales workers, technicians and
owners of little businesses.

s AT,
|
|
|
|
|

5. Skilled manual employees

s
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6. Machine operators and semi-skilled employees.

e

7. Unsklilled employees.
' Aspiration Index

! The measures of educational and occupational aspira-
o i tilon are important in determining aspiration levels in these
two respective areas of activity. It is possible; however,

that there may be some incongruence or lack of consistency

between an individual's level of aspiration in these two

ﬁ areas, of behavior. For instance, it is possible that an

! individual may asplre to high occupatibnal attainment

without equally emphasizing the need to take the requisite

education steps that would lead to this goal. In which

case, of course, the overall level of asplration, in the

| realistic sense, would be much lower.

To develop a more reflned measure of aspirations we

have developed an asplration index based on ‘the combined

welghted score of educational and occupational aspirations.

This index was developed by Arthur Turner in a study of
aspirations of youth in the Los Angeles Area.ll In this

study, Turner's index of ambition is slightly altered to
adapt it to our data. The aspiration index is developed.

by assigning weiéﬁts from zero to three to the occupational

| 1lprthur Tumer, The Social Context of Ambition (San
Francisco: Chandler Publiishing Co., 1904), Ch. 2.
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and educational aspiration levels of each respondent and
combining the numerical scores into a new index scale
ranging in numerical value from zero to six. Points are
assigned for occupation as follows:

Unsklilled, semi-skilled labor

Skilled labor, clerical

Small business, semi-professional,
business agents, managers

Professional, large business
owners, officials

w o

Points are assigned for schooling as follows:

No schooling, grade school and other ©O
"High school graduate 1
Partial college, trade school, etc. 2
College graduate, post-graduate
training 3

’

To measure levels of aspirations, we now have

three indicies which will be employed in our analysis.

! They are: absolute level of occupational aspiration;

absolute level of educatlon aspiration; the aspiration

index. These measures will form an integral part of the

measurement of mobility aspirations toward which we now

focus our attention.

Mobility Aspirations
To measure mobility aspirations we will focus on the
concept of relative aspirations which was projected into

: ) ! prominence 1n sociological inquiry by LaMar Empey in his

study of sociai class differences in aspirations. Relative
aspiration measurements are aimed at determining the extent

: to which a person's aspirations reflect a desire to improve
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their social standings relative to thelr father's or

A SR SRR A O

family breadwinner'!s level of achievement.
To determine the relative aspiration levels, which ) ?

we refer to In this study as mobility aspirations, each

i i e

respondent ls asked the education and occupation of their

father or of the famlily breadwinner. The breadwinner's

level of achlevement 1s then ranked on Hollingshead's

i
|
A
i
.

seven point indices of educational and occupational

position in the same manner as the students aspirations.

The mobility asplration score represents the difference

P Do i A TP T A Y e s

between the students aspiration scores and the breadwinner's i

ks
achlievement scores.

Since 1t is possible that a student may aspire

toward lower educational and occupational levels than

their father, we have developed a mobility aspiration
scale ranging from zero to nine. The scale for educational

mobility aspirations and occupational mobllity asplrations

e e Gadrgoni

have the same numerical values whnich are expressed in terms
of the direction of change (upward or downward) and the

¥ ; degree of change (number of positions on the seven point

scale.) This scale is:

downward 3 to 5 positions
downward 2 positions
downward 1 position

no change

upward 1 position

upward 2 positions

upward 3 positions

upward 4 positions

upward 5 positions

upward 6 positions

Wwoo~NoOWE W O
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Mobility Index

A more refined index of mobility aépirabions is
employed by making use of the asplration index discussed
above. The first step in developing the mobility index
is to construct a background index comparable to the
aspiration index for each student. The background index
is constructed in the same way as the aspiraéion indéx
except that the breadwinner's level of achievement is used.

The mobllity index for each student represents the dif-

ference between the aspiration and background indices. The

mobility index is a nine point scale and is catagorized in
the shme way as the occupational and educational mobility
aspiration indices described in the previous section.

Value Orientations

A third measure of motivation toward sﬁccess is the
culturally defined value orientations. Merton places
considerable stress on the American Dream as a common
motivational factor in the American §ociety.;2 The American
Dream is a precept which affirms the right or, often, the
duty of retaining the goal of success even in the face of
repeated frustrations. This precept teaches that, through
hard work and enterprise in one's dally #dctivities, that
guccess can be realized by anyone who has the requisite

abilities.

12gopert Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure
(New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1957}, pp- 136-140;
166-176.

s
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To determine the extent to which the American Dream is

shared by the varlious classes, several value orientations

otk e e

3 derived directly from this precept have been operationalized

and measured along with several values that may reflect an ‘@

antithetical ideology. Values derived from the American Q

fPerAh et e

Dream are the orientations toward achievement, hard work,

efficiency and practicality, belief in science, individual-

ism, and universalism. The group of antithetical value

orlentations which have often been attributed to the lower

A S e R G e TS L T

class are the orientations toward security, familism,

material comfort, external conformity, traditionalism, and

} religipsity.l3 S
o

PARADIGM QF VAIUE ORIENTATIONS ﬁ

j American Dream Traditional Orientation é
! :
i Achievement Security it
! Hard work Material comfort A
i Efficiency and Practicality . Traditionalism i
G Individualism External conformity B
: Universalism Familism 5
i Belief in science Religiosity i
s . : i

Value Scales: The scales used to measure the value

orientations in this study are an adaptation of a technigque

135,M, Milier and Frank Riessman, "The Workin% :
i Class Subculture: A New View," Social Problems, 9:86-97 =
’ ' | Summer, 1961, ;

|
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used by C. Ramsey, R. Polson, and G. Spencer in a study

i

e
e

T

0f adoption of farm practices in New York.14 The

ecpEEE R e

revised scales were standardlzed and reported in an earlier

i . study using internal criteria to determine scaleability.15

.

R o T

Each scale is composed of seven interchangeable items ,hj

e

arranged into .interval scales. The method of measurement
is that of forced choice between items reflecting various ‘*3
value orientations. By forced choice it is assumed that

deeper values will be tapped than questions in which the

statements were selected for each value on independent

ratings. The response consists of selecting the most

desirable items in each-question. -An ;llustrative

question is:

In rearing children, which of the following is «”
most important? . oy

1. Provide them with a good education. , e

(achievement) -
2. Provide them with all the things they want.
! . ' (material comfort) o
{ . 3. Protect them from the problems of life as long as 4
! possible. (security) L
§ 4., Glve them careful religious %training in your : :
i faith. (religlosity) .

The total battery of 84 items are arranged into 21

questions with no two items reflecting the same value

ll‘Cha.rles E. Ramsey, Robert A. Pblson, and George E.
Spencer, "Values and the Adoption of Practices," Rural
Soclology, 2U:35-47, March, 1959.

mar

15Leslie D. Wilcox, Standardization of Value Scales,
unpublished Masters Thesis, Colorado State Tniversity, 1904.
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competing against each other in any single question. Since
only 21 items can be selected by each respondent, the nu-
merical scores for each scale raﬁge from zero to seven, with
fhe expected frequency of individual value crientations
being 1.75, providing all values are egqual.

The relationship between values and other variables
are analyzed by the coefficlent of correlation (Pearson's
product moment).

Entrepreneurial Index: In order to determine the relative

emphasis placed on the achievement motif of the American
Dream precept, an entrepreneurial index is used. This
index is constructed by combining the numerical score of
the six value orientations derived from the American Dream
ideology. This results in a scale of entrepreneurial
values ranging from 0 to 21.
MEASUREMENT OF DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN ASPIRATIONS AND THEIR
o . ACCESSIBILITY
For the purposes of this study we have operationally
defined discrepancles between asplrations and thelr
accessibility in two ways:
1. Discfepancies between levels of aspiratione
and background. By oackoround we refer to
the family breadwinner's achievement level

which corresponds to the type of aspiration
under consideration.

2. Discrepancies between levels of aspiration and
expectations.

In this section our task is to outline the procedures g

for measuring discrepancies using these two dimensions.
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Aspirations and Expectations

The discrepancies between success-goals and their
accessibility is difficult to measure with the available
techniques. In recent Years there has been a growing
body of data which indicates widely ranging differentials
in opportunity and life chances of the variocus strata of
society. The data of the present research is not appli-
cable to an obJjective evaluation of the life chances
characteristic of the various classes. We do, however,
have data to test possible discrepancies that may be
indicative of stralns toward anomie and deviant behavior,
uSink teéﬁniQpes developed in previous research.

Jéﬁemféhort has employed the concept of position
discontent as an indicator of pressure~ toward deviant

16 The concept of social mobilityAand discontent

behavior.
with one's present position seems to be implicit in
Merton's theory, and also, hypothesized by Cohen and by
Cloward and Ohlin, as a principal component of pressures
toward both anomie and deviant behavior. However, the
desire to get ahead is not in itself an adequate measure

of the strain toward anomie, for as Hyman suggests, there-

must be some awareness or at least a bellef or feeling on .

the part of the individual that means to success are'not
avallable to him. Short has hypothesized that this per-

ceived limitation on means to success will show'up in a

ghort., op cit.
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discrepancy between the individual's aspirations and their
expectations of suécess.

To measure the discrepancy between aspir&tions and
expectations of success, the students are not only asked
to indicate the occupétional and educational level they

would choose if they were free to do so, but are also

asked a second question designed to measure their realistic
expectations of success.

The educational expectations of students are measured
by the following question: ‘

Do you actually plan to continue your education beyond
‘high school?

7

If yes, in what way?
1. Junior college
2. Four year college
i. Technical training school
- 4§, Trade school
5. Other, specify

v

To determine the discrepancies between the student's

15 : occupational aspirations and expectatious they are asked:

"What occupation do you actually plan to follow?" o f

By ranking educational and occupational expectations on

Hollingshead's indices of educational and occupational

- I

position, the discrepancies are easily determined by simply

subtracting the numerical expectation score from the

numberical aspiration score.

Expectation Index: An expectation index is constiucted in

the same way as the aspiration and background indices,
i using the combined and weighted educational and occupa-

1 tional expectatiohs of each studen%. The refined
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discrepancy value 1s determined by subtracting the

expectation index from the aspiration index. The class-

expectation index is the mean score of all students for
each respective social class background.

Background Discrepancies: A more indlrect measurement of

the strain toward deviant behavior and anomie exerted upon

the individual by their aspirations has also been suggested

: by James Short. This measurement involves the discrepancies

between aspiration and background. In utilizing this type

of measurement the following discrepancies will be used:

1. The discrepancies between the family breadwinner's
: occupational level and the student's occupational
: aspirations.

2 2, The discrepancies between the family breadwinner's
educational level and the studentts aspirations.

f 3. The discrepancies between the student's background
: index and their aspiration index.

§ 4. The discrepancies between the ~¢udent's background
i index and their expectation in *ex.

It should be noted that the first three measures of
background discrepancies are the exact same measures

previously discussed under the titles of occupational and

educational mobility aspirations and the mobility index.
Even though their concepts constitute the same measures,

4 they are being employed in this researéh as'separate

' analytic tools to measure two different theoretical concepts

and are, therefore, given different titles so as not to

confuse the tﬁeoretical significance of the measures. This

¢ can be done effectively for analytic purposes as long as it
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is clearly understood that they constitute in reallty the
same measures.

In the former usage we are concerned with the extent
to which aspirations represent mobility orlentations. In
the present sense we are concerned with the impact of highﬁ
moblility aspirations on other variables. Underlying this
usage is the assumption that great discrepancies between
aspirations and background will produce structural strains
that influence the social and psychological responses and
behavior of the individual. Most specifically these dis-
crepancles are being explored as possible symptoms of
anomic strains.

The procedures for measuring these wvariables will be
the same as the techniques described in the previous section
on methods for measuring succesé values. The fourth back-
ground discrepancy will be based on the difference between
the student's aspiration index and the expectation index
discussed ea;lier in this section.

ANOMIA

- To measure the degree of anomia characteristlc of each
social class, an adapted form of Srole's anomia scale is
used. Srole's scale is designed more for adult popﬁlations
than for adolescents. To make the scale more meaningful
for high school students the basic components of Srole's
acale are restated to make them more meaningful to the
population embrased by this inquiry. The five items
comprising Srole's scale refer to (1) the perception that

el
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community leaders are indifferent to one's needs; (2) the
perception that little can be accomplished in the socliety
which is seen as basically unpredictable and lacking order;
(3) the perception that life-goals dre receding rather than
being realized; (4) a sense of futility; and (5) the con-
viction that one cannot count on peisonal associates for
social and psychological support.l7
The items developed to reflect these components are:

Component 1:

1. It does no good to talk to teachers when a
student 1is in danger of getting a low grade.

2. There are practically no adults who help the
teenager with his problems these days.

4

Component 2:

3. A teenager should live for today, because 1t
does him no good to worry about the future.

4§, A person should always cbey the law, even
though it means failure to achieve cne's
goals. (stated opposite to expected anomic
respanse)

Component 3:

5. Hardwork is not enough to get ahead; it's all a
matter of luck.

6. Everyone has an equal opportunity to achieve.
{stated cpposite to expected anomic response)

Component #4:

7. It is hardly fair to bring children into the
world with the way things look for the future.

8. 1In this city, it is not importaat how much you
Know, but who you Know,

17Le0 srole, "Social Integration and Certain Corol-
laries: An Exploratory study,'" American Sociclogical Review,

21:709-716, December, 1956.
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Component 5:

9. These days a person doesn't really know whom he
can count on.

10. Often, a teenager is forced to do things he would
not do if it were left up to him.

Each item in the battery of items is scored on the
Iikert scale with a value of one given to the least anomic
response, and ranging upward to 5 for the highest anomic
response. The numerical score ¢’ the ten items combine
into an anomia indek with a possible value range from
10 to 50,

MEASUREMENT OF DELINQUENT BEHAVIOR ~
' The final variable to be measured in this study 1s

ationally defined two types of delinguency which are objects
of concern to this study. These two types are referred to
as‘utilitarian (delinguent acts involving possible personal
monetary gain) and nonutilitarian (delihquent acts that do
not involve any seeking for monetary or personal gain).

To measurs the frequency and éypes of delinguent acts

of a utilitarian and nonutilitarian nature, a battery of

items was developed which clearly reflected these two forms
of delinguency. The utilitarian items selected are b
stealing (including both petty theft and serious acts of ' ”}
theft), burglary, forged checks, redeiving stolen property,
car theft, shoplifting and gas syphoning. The nonutili-

tarian items inciude deétruction of property, ;exual ' e

offenses, disrespect to teachers, fighting, truancy,

"
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physical violence to teachers, using profane or obscene

AP RS MR GRS =

language, uslng narcotics, drihking intoxicants, Jjoyriding
and glue sniffing.

| To measure the frequency of involvement in each

s s aptwis S A S . .‘ |
T e S e e O R B S G0 DR, (R L

§ delinquent act, the respondents are asked to indicate

whether they had committed this act "never," "once," "more

i

than once,"” or "frequently" during the past year, These

items are then given welghts ranging from zero to three

as follows:

Nevenr 0
Once 1
More than once 2
! Frequently 3

To develop scales of delinguency which can be related

|
51 § to anomie and other varlable two indices are employed. An

index of utilitarian delinquency 1s constructed by combining
the raw score of the elght utilitarian delinquent acts,
making a scale of numericél values ranging from a_posSible

zero to 24. The nonutilitarian delinquency index is the

IR RO e

combined raw score of the 11 nonutilitarian delinquent acts,
) makihg a scale of numericgl falues ranging from a possible

zero to 33.

| ~EMPIRICAL HYPOTHESIS

. - " The above measures provide the epistemic linkage from

the theoretical to the empirical level of analysis. It 1s
at this level that the empirical tests of relationships are

conducted. This section provides a summary at the empirical

level of the several hypothesis that have been generated at x

e e
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the theoretical level with the corrollary empirical
relationships. .

General Hypothesis 1l: Success-goals and values are not
- related to social class.

Specific Hypothesis 1A: Absolute levels of aspirations
are not-related to social class.

Empirical Hypothesis 1Al: Absolute levels of oc-
cupational aspirations are not related to
social class.

Empirical Hypothesis 1A2: Absolute levels of
educational aspirations are not related
to soclo-economic status.
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Empirical Hypothesis 1A3: The individual's
asplration index is not related to socio- 4
economic status.

’ specific Hypothesis 1B: Mobility aspirations are not :
Telated to social class. A

! Empirical Hypothesis 1Bl: Occupational mobllity
asplrations are not related to soclo-
economic status.

Empirical Hypothesis 1B2: Educational aspirations
are not related to socio-economic status.

Empirical Hypothesis 1B3: The individual's
mobillity aspiracion index is not related to
soclo-economic status.

Specific and Empirical Hypothesis 1C: Entrepreneurial
’ vValue orientactions are not related to soclal
class (socio-economic status).

% General Hypothesis 2: Discrepancles between success=-goals
! and values and their accessibility are negatively
! related to. soclal class.

Specific Hypothesis 2A: Discrepancles between the
Individual's aspirations and the famlly bread-
winner'!s level of achievement are negatively
related to social class.

irical othesis 2Al: Discrepancies between
. the TE%EIi breadwinner!s occupational level
) and the student's occupational aspirations
are negatively related to socio-economic

status.
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Empirical Hypothesis 2A2: Discrepancies between
the famlily breadwinner's educational level
and the student's educational aspirations
are negatively related to socio-eccnomic
status.

Empirical Hypothesis 2A3: Discrepancies between
the student’s background index and zneir
aspiration index are negatively related to
soclo-economic status.

Empirical Hypothesls 2A4: Discrepancies between
the student's background index and sheir
expectation index are negatively related
to socilo-economic status.

Specific Hypothesis 2B: Discrepancies between the
individual¥s success aspirations and
expectations are negatively related to
social class.

Empirical Hypothesis 2Bl: Discrepancies between
student's occupational aspirations and
occupational expectations are negatively
related to socio~economic status.

Empirical Hypothesis 2B2: Discrepancies between
student's educational aspirations and
educational expectations are negatively
related to socio-economic status.

Empirical Hypothesis 2B3: Discrepancies between
student’s aspiration index and expectation
index are negatively related to sccio-
economic status.

-~

General Hypothesis 3: Discrepancies between success-goals

ang values and thelr accessibility are positively
related to anomie.

Specific Hypothesis 3A: Discrepancies between the
Individualls aspirations and the family bread-
winnert!s level of achievement are positively
related to anomia.

Empirical Hypothesis 3Al: Discrepancies between
the family breadwinner's occupational level
and the student's occupational aspirations
are positively related to anomia.

Empirical Hypothesis 3A2: Discrepancies between
Tamily breadwinner's educational level and
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student's educational aspirations are
positively related to anomia.

Empirical Hypothesis 3A3: Discrepancies
between the student's background index
and thelr aspiration index are positively
related to anomia.

Empirical Hypothesis 3A4: Discrepancies between
: the student's bpackground index and their
expectation index are positively related to
anomlia. i

Specific Hypothesis 3B: Discrepancies between the
individualTs success aspirations and expectations
are poslitively related to anomia.

Empirical Hypothesis 3Bl: Discrepancies between
student’s occupational expectations are
positively related to anomia.

Empirical Hypothesis 3B2: Discrepancies between
! student's educational aspirations and
expectations are positively related to
anomi a.

Empirical Hypothesis 3B3: Discrepancies between
student's aspiration index and expectation
index are positively related to anomia.

General Hypothesis 4: Discrepancles between success-goals

and values and their accessibility are positively
related to deviant behavior.

Specific Hypothesls 4A: Discrepancies tetween the
Individual's aspirations' and the family bread-
winnerts level of achievement are positively
related to utilitarian delinquent behavior.

Empirical Hypothesis U4Al: Discrepancies between
the family breadwinner's occupational level
and the student's occupational level and
the student's occupational aspirations are
positively related to utilitarian
delinquency.

Empirical Hypothesis 4A2: Discrepancies between
the Tamlly breadwinner's educational level
and the student's educational level and the
student's educational aspirations are
positively related to utilitarian
dellnquency.
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Empirical Hypothesis U4A3: Discrepancies between
- the student's Dackground index and their
aspiration index are positively related to
utilitarian delinquency.

Empirical Hypothesis U4AL: Discrepancies between
the studentTs background index and their
expectation index are positively related to
utilitarian delinquency.

Special Hypothesis 4B: Discrepancies between the
individualTs aspirations and the family bread-
winnert!s level of achievement are positively
related t2 nonutllitarian delinquent behavior.

Empirical Hypothesis 4Bl: Discrepancies between
the family breadwinner's occupational level
and the student‘'s occupational level and
the student's occupational aspirations are
positively related to nonutilitarian
delinquency.

Empirical Hypothesis U4B2: Discrepancies between
the family breadwinner's educational level
and the student's educational level and
the student's educational aspirations are
positively related to nonutilitarian
delinquency.

Empirical Hypothesis 4B3: Discrepancies between
the student's background index and their
aspiration index are positively related to
nonutilitarian delinquency. :

Empirical Hypothesis U4BA: Discrepancies between
student s aspiration index and expectation
index are positively related to non-
utilitarizn delinquency.

Specific Hypothesis 4C: Discrepancies between the

Individual’s asplrations and expectations are
positively related to utilitarian delinquency.

Empirical Hypothesis 4Cl: Discrepancies between
) student's occupational aspirations and
expectations are positively related to
utilitarian delinquency.

Empirical Hypothesis 4C2: Discrepeancies between
gtudent's educational aspirations and
expectations are positively related to
utilitarian delinquency.
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Empirical Hypothesis 4C3: Discrepancies between
student's aspiration index and expectation

index are positively related to utilitarian

delinquency.

Specific Hypothesis 4D: Discrepancies between the
individual's aspirations and expectations are
positively related to nonutilitarian delinque.t
behavior.,

Bmpirical Hypothesis UD1: Discrepancies between
student's occupational aspirations and

expectations are positively related to non-

utilitarian delinquency.

Empirical Hypothesis 4D2: Discrepancies between
studentr's educational aspirations and
expectations are positively related to
nonutilitarian delinqguency.

Empirical Hypothesis 4D3: Discrepancies between
student’s aspiration index and expectation
index are positively related to non-
utilitarian delinquency.

General Hypothesis 5: Anomie is negatively related to social

class.

Specific and Empirical Hypothesis 5A: Anomia is
negatively related to social class {socio-
economic status).

General Hypothesis 6: Anomie is positively related to
deviant behavior.

Specific Hypothesis 64: Anomia 1s positively related
_ to utilitarian delinquent ‘behavior.

Specific Hypothesis 6B: Anomia is positively related
to nonutilitarian delinquency.

General Hypothesis 7: Sccial class is négatively related to

devlant behavior.

Specific and Empirical Hypothesiz 7A: Social class 1s
negatively related to utilitarian delinquent
behavior.

Specific and Empirical Hypothesis 7B:>Socia1 Class is
negatively related to nonutilitarian delinquent
behavior.
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SPATTSTICAL PROCERURE

?he method of" analysis to re undertaken in the
following chapter will be essentially the same fer each
hypothesis. To test the emplirical, relationships stated
by eaéh nypotheses simple proddct-moment correlations will

be used.  This is a measure of association designed to

. measure the amount of spread or distribution about a linear

least~squares line. Dynamlcally considered it measures the
rate of change in one varlable relative to the other.
Viewrd in this way, the correlation coefficient "r" is

primarily a predictive device. It enables the researcher

to expect a level of one variable by observation of another.

Certain assumptions are associated with product-
moment correlations. The key assumptions are that the
varlables have bivariate normal distribution, and that the
relationship between the variables ig linear. Correlation
measures only linear assoclation. Also, as with most
statistics, 1t must be assumed that the variables were
measured without error, that randomness was maintained in
sample procedure, and that the individual seample units
are independent.

It 1s acknowledged that not all of the data in this

study conforms to the criteria of these assumptions. In

most cases, the indlces designed to measure variables are

formed into continuous ordinal scales, the nature of which,

s
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of course, ralses’ some crucial questions concerning the

-assumption of linearity. In making the statistical tests,

however, the assumptions necessary 'to apply these tests

are made. The‘follbwing‘reasons_provide some Justification

for this treatment.

Fits%, as much as possible, all units of the sample
veré drawn on the basis of random selection.

Second, most'of'the variables used in this study by
gctual observation exhibit a fair degree of'normality
and hbmdgeneitytl

‘ Finally, though these assumptions seem to represent

tﬁe éqperal feeling expredsed in most statistics hooks a
number of statisticians have taken exception to them under
certain conditions. For instance, William T. Hayes in his

text, Staetdstics for Psychologists, suggests that regression

and correlation are often used as descriptive statistics
and as su.ch:18

"...4t is not necessary to make any assumptlon’
at all about the form of the distribution, the
variabllity of Y scores within X columns or
'arrays,' or the true lev2l of measurement repre-
sented by the scores in order to employ lineer
regression and correlation indices to describe
a glven set of data. 8o long as there are N
distinct cases each having two numerical scores,
X and Y, then the descriptive statistic of cor-
relation and regression may be used...and this

- 1s a perfectly adeguate way to talk about the
tendency for these numerical scores to assoclate
or 'go togather' in a linear way..."

18y1111am T. Hayes, Statistics for Psychologists (New
York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1%03). p. 510.
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: In the present study we are primarily interested in

?‘ . P correlation measurements as descriptive statistics showing

association of data or relational tendencies within the

sample, rather than a precise measurement of the degree of o 4 ,;

correlation. In general, neither the theory of anomie,

nor the avallable techniques to measure concepts and rela-

tionships within the theory have been advanced to the point S

that precise directional relationships can be stated nor .

the degree and quality of that relationship be measuyred with
precision. Hence, even though the ordinal scales employed
in this research do not assure perfect linearity they do
providf continuous m merical scales that can be related
| through the product-moment correlation to show relational
tendencies in this descriptive sense.. For this reason, in
the following analysis less emphasis will bde placed on thé
actual numerical coefficient while more stress will be ‘
placed on the dire~tion of the relatlonship and the relative
magnitude of the coefficients.

The critical region for rejection of the null

hypothesis is arbitrarily preset at the .05 level or uig-

i nificance. With the exception of general hypothesis one,

T
St

all hypotheses are stated directionally so a one-tail test
. . of significance will be used. Hypothesis onre is a non-
§5 directional hypothesis so a two-tall test of significance
;E will be employed in this instance. The probabllity factor
won

for "r" varies with size of sample, so the level of cor-

relation which is significant at the .05 level will vary . 4
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_* by subgroup. In ‘the total sample of 409, and a one-tail

‘test, an "r" of .090 or greater will reject the null
hypothesis at the .05 level of significance. - The rejéection

sy
e g

'le\ieir‘of ",r"‘f‘c}’r oné ~aﬁd two tailed tests by total sample

‘and'sﬁbgroup are: 4
S g ONIT L SAMPTE SIZE ONE-TAIL TWO-TAILL

‘TOTAL SAMPLE = ..  Lo09 " .090 ' .098
: ANGIO MALE 149 .1ko .162
! . ANGLO .FEMALE . 169 . .130 .150

SPANISH MALE" - 52 ".220 .322 § :

SPANISH FEMALE 3% . 260 .381 Y
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CHAPTER FIVE
- FINDINGS

The task of.this chapter 1s to undertake the empirical
exploration of Merfon's thesis that differential access to
the various means of achleving success in American soclety
leads to greater anomie, and greater pr;ssuies toward
deviant behavior in the lqwer classes as compared to the
relatively high classes. In the previdus discussion we
have suggested that a study of bofh the distribution of
values and the simultaneous distribution of anomie and
delinguent behavior by social class is yet to be carr;ed
out. This is‘'thie task of our present analysis. In the
following discussion, the data which has been generated to
test the hypotheses outlined in the previous chapter will
be presented in an effort to deterﬁine the extent of the
empirical support for Merton's thesis.

The order of presentation of the hypotheses will fol-
low the same sequence as outlined in‘thc previous section.
In each case, thé test of hypotheses will fcllow the same .
general formate, thch will have three objectives:

1. to present a restatement of the hypotheses;

2. to present the results cof the statlstical tests
as they relate to each empirical hypothesis;

3. to draw inferences from the test at the empirical
level to the more abstract theoretical level of
analysls.
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Merton's theory is formulated into universal proposi-
tions which assume persons expose .to the same socio-
cultural pressur?s will respond in similar manner, irregard-
less of subgroup differences. Thus, in testing hypotheses
we will be primarily concerned with measuring relationships
between variables within the ﬁdtél heterogeneous sample to
determine the extent of the support for each hypothesis.
It must be recognized, however, that the phenomena under
consideratién in this study is of such a hature that sub-
cultural differences may exist within the complex American
soclety. This is especially true of success values and
aspirations. To determine the nature and extent of subgroup
variat;pn, the sample has been subdivided into subsamples
delineated on the basis qf sex and ethnicity. The subgroups
used in this investigation are: Spanish American male,
Spanish American female, Anglo American male, and Anglo
Americén female.

‘The procedure to be followed in testing hypotheses will
be to present the data Qnd relapionships measured within the
total'samﬁle, followed by data concerning the relationships
between Qariables in each subsample, to determine the extent
of the support for Merton's thesis within each subgroup.

To simplify the process of presenting hypotheses belng
tested, symbols will be used to identify hypothesés. The
symbol "G.H." refers to "general hypothesis;” "S.H." refers
to "specific hypothesis;” "E.H." refers to hemp;rical .
hypothesis."
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 HYPOTHESIS ONE

: G.H. 1: Success values are not related to social class.ﬁ

S.H. 1A: Absolute levels of aspirations are not
related to social class.

; . E.H. 1Al: Absolute levels of occupational
i : '~ - aspirations are not related to socio-
i economic status.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample ié .152. The coefficient is significant at the .01
level, which is within the preset critical region. Thus,
the null hypothegis 1s rejected. Since the empirical
hypothgsis is the null hypothesis, this data tends to refute
the original hypothesis, although the degrce of correlation
is small.” This suggesté slightly higher occupational aspir-
ations among the upper socioc-economic strata, however, the
difference in absolute occupational aspirations of persons
variously located in the social structure appears to be small.

By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients,

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the null
hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESTS

ANGLO MALE .186 .05 . REJECTED
- ANGLO FEMALE .107 N.S.* ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .665 .001 REJECTED

SPANISH FEMALE -.h37 .05 : REJECTED

¥A1Y correlations that are not significant aq the

- .05 level are identified by the symbol "N.S.'

i , meaning "not significant." .

These data suggest that there 1s a positive relationship

between soclio-economic status and occupational goals among

i
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boys of béth ethnic groups. Among girls the relationship
changes. Here there is no significant relationship between
these varlables among Anglo girls, and a significant
negative relationship among Spani;h girls, Sex appears to
be an important intervening variable, influencing the extent
of the social class variations in occupational aspirations.
With the exception of Spanish boys, these data do not
indicate any strong tendency toward lower aspirations among
the lower strata, as has been frequently suggested in
previous literature. Though the relationship between these
varidbles are not consistent throughout the subsamples, the
evidence does appear to refute the empirical hypothesis and
to indicate a slight but general tendency toward a positive
relationship between social class and absolute occupational
aspirations.

E.H. 1A2: Absolute levels of educational
asplrations are not related to
soclo-economic status.

The calculated correlation coéfficient for the total
sample is .190. Thekcoefficient is signigicant at the .01
level which is within the preset critical region. Thus, the
null hypothesis is rejected. Since tﬁe empirical hypothesis
is also the null hypothesis, these data appear to refute the

origional hypothesis, although the degree of correlation is

small, The data suggest slightly higher educational aspir-
ations among the upper soclo-economic strata, however, the
difference in absolute educational éspirations of persons
differentially located in the social structure seems to

be small.




135
By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients,

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the
null hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS
ANGLO MALE .186 .05 REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE .221 .01 - REJECTED
SPANISH MALE .204 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.160 N.S. ACCEPTED

The data for Spanish boys and girls supports the null
hypotheses and thus the empirical hypothesis which is also
the null hypothesis. The data for Anglo boys and girls tend
to ré}ute the empirical hypothesis, suggesting higher
educational aspirations among higher status youth, although,
once agaln, the relationship is at a low level of correlation.
In general, these data point to a tendency toward a positive
relationship between these variables rather than a clear cut
or strong relationship.

E. H. 1A3: The indiv_dual's aspiration index
is not related to socio-economic
status.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is .133. The coefficient is significant at the .01
level which is within the preset critical region. Since the
empirical hypothesis is also the null hypothesis, these data
appear to refute the original hypothesis, although the
degree of correlation is small. The data suggests slightly

higher aspirations among the upper socio-economic strata,
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however, the differences in absolute aspirations of persons
differentially located in the social structure seems to -
be small,
By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficlents,
the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the

null hypoihesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHHSLS

ANGLO MALE .062 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE .108 N.S. , ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .146 N.S. ‘ ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.277 N.S. ACCEPTED

’

The calculated correlation coefficients for all sub-
groups are not significant at the .05 level, so the null
hypothesis is not refuted. Thus, the empirical hypothesis,
which is also the null hypothesis, is supported for each
subgroup. The lack of agreement between the test for fhe
total sample and the subsamples is, no doubt, due to the
fact that the smaller the sample the higher the correlation

necessary to be statistically significant at the preset

_critical region. The correlations, however, are small in

all cases, suggesting that there is very little relationship
between social class and levels of aspirations. The
direction of the relationship seems to suggest slightly high-
er aspirations in the higher classes which has been noted

in other studies. Even though there is some inconsistency
in the data, the small degree of correlation seems to

suggest some support for the general hypothesis under

consideration.

I
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Summary: In general, the tests of absoclute levels of

aspiration presented in this section indicate slightly
higher absolute aspirations in the upper strata of the
American soclety as compared to the relatively lower
classes. The degree of difference between persons of

various soclio-economic status ' is_ surprisingly small. The ‘y

correlation between success-goals and socio-economic back-
ground is so small that one can infer qommdn strivings . §Eg
toward high success-goals among persons of all socio-
economic levels. Even though absolute aspirations do seem
to be positivély related to social class background among
the young people in this sample, the variations appear
rather unimpressive when compared to the wide socio-~economic LT
variations in the family backgrounds of these students.
Thus, these data, in part at least, support the assumption
of common success values in the American society.

S. H. 1B: Mobility Aspirations are not related to
social class. .

E.H. 1Bl: Occupational mobility aspirations are
not related to socic-economic status.

The calculated coefficient for the total sample is
-.520, The coefficient is significant at the .001 level,
which is within the preszt critical region. Thus the null
hypothesis 1s rejected. Since the original hypothesis is
alsc the null hypothesis, the data do not support this
empirical hypothesis. The correlation is a fairly high
negative correlatién, indicating considerably higher

mobility aspirations in the lower strata as compared to the

higher strata.
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By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients,
the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the
nﬁll hypdthesis are:

SAMPIE CORRELATLON SIGNIFICANCE  NULL HYPOTHESLS
ANGLO MALE -.462 .001 REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.698 .001 * REJECTED
SPANISH MALE -.oLy " N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.512 .00 REJECTED

The null hypothesis 1s refuted in all subgroups except
the Spanish males. The specific hypothesis 1s supported in
the gase of the Spanish boys where there is no statistically
significant relationship between occupational mobility
aspirations. In the other three groups there is a signifi-
cant negative relationship between these variables, indicat-
ing that occupational mcbility aspirations are higher in the
relatively lower strata.

E.H. 1B2: Educational aspirations are not
related to soclo-economic status.

The calculated correlation coéfficient for the totai
sample is -.538. The coefficient is significant at the .00L
level, which is within the preset critical region. The null
hypothesis is rejected. Since'thé original hypothesis is
also the null hypothesis, the data do not support this’
empi;ical hypothesis. The correlation is a relatively high
negative correlation, indicating much higher mobility
aspirations among the iower strata youth in this sample.

By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients,

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:
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SAMPLE CORRELATION SLGNIFLCANCE NULL RYPOTHESIS
ANGLO MALE ~.596 .001 REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE *.559 .00 REJECTED
SPANISH MALE ~.200 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.086 N.S. ACCEPTED

The correlation coefficients are significant at the
.05 level for the Anglo subsamples. The data for these

subgroups do not support the empirical hypothesis. In the
case of Spanish male and female subgroups, the coefficlients
are not significant so tne null hypothesis is accepted in
botq cases. Thus, the empirical hypothesis which is also
the null hypothesis, is supported in these two subgroups.
High mobility aspirations seem to be related to ethnicity
with the desife to improve one's position in soclety becoming
more acute in the Anglo subgroups. Even though the level of
correlation among Spanish youth is lower than among the Anglo
youth, the directlon of correlation is also negative, in-
dicating a general tendency toward. greater position dis-
content among lower strata youth in all four subgroups.
E.H. 1B3: The mobility aspiration index is

negatively related to soclo-~

economic status.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.573. The coefficient is significant at the .00l
level, which is wlithin the preset critical region. Thus, .
the null hypothesis is rejected. Since the empirical
hypothesis is also the null hypothesis, the data do not L
support the original hypothesis. The correlation is a
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relatively high negative correlation, indicating much higher
mobility aspirations among the lower strata youth.

By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficlents,

null hypothesis are;

SAMPLE CORRELATION — SIGNIFIGANGE — NUDL HYPOTHESTS o
ANGLO MALE -.568 .001 REJECTED '
ANGLO FEMALE -.654 .001 REJECTED
SPANISH MALE -.308 .05 REJECTED
SPANISH FEMALE  -.L413 .01 REJECTED

JThe calculated correlation coefficients in all sub-
samples are significant within the preset critical region,

s0 the null hypothesis is rejected in all cases. ‘The

‘coefficients are relatively high negative correlations,

indicating méch hrgher mobility aspirations in the lower
strata of all subgroups;

summary: The data presented in this section, ciearly
indicate greater position discontent'aﬁong tﬁe lower strata
youth of this sample. Mobility aspirations, when considered
in terms of sccupational, educational, or a combined index
of éccupational and educational aspirations, tend to be
consistently higher in the lowef strata. These findings
tend to suggest that the lower classes are, perhaps, more
ambitious than the higher strata. Care, however, must be
taken in drawing concluslons from this type of measurement

for there are certain inherent weaknesses in this type of

measuremant that place in question such inferences. Students

in the lower strata, due to their lower starting position,

B
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can improve thelir position over thelr father substantially
more than students whose fathers fill occupational positions
near the top of the hierarchy of occupational status. It
is safe to conclude, from these data, however, that the
emphasis on success and soclal ascent is no less character-
istic of the lower classes com@ared to higher ¢lasses, and,
in fact, may be more acute in the lower strata.

S.H. and E.H. 1C: Entrepreneurial value orientations

are not related to social class
(socio-economic status).

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sampie is .061. The coefficient is not significant at the
.05 level. Therefore, the null hypothesis is accepted. The
empirical hypothesis is also the null hypothgsis so the
ddta support the original hypothesis. These findings
indicate insignificant variations in entrepreneurial values
by socio-ecoﬁomic background.

By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients,
_ the levels of significance, and the action taken on the null

-hypothesis are:

3
ANGLO MALE .029 © N.S. . ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.0zh N.S. - ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .063 N.S: - ACCEPTED

' SPANISH FEMALE .010 N.S. ACCEPTED

The findings among all subgroups are consistent with
the findings in the total sample. The calculated correla-

tion coefficients are not significant at the .05 level so
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the null hypothesis is accepted in all cases. Hence,
these data support the empirical hypothesis and the
theoretical proposition under consideration.

SUMMARY OF HYPOTHESIS I

In the previous discussion, data were presented to
test the general hypothesis that success valueé do not vary
with social class background. Three indices of success
values were used in the analysis. Absolute aspirations
were found to be generally related in a positive direction
to soclo-economic background of students. Some subgroup
varidtion from this trend occurred in our analysis,
especially among Spanish girls. The relationships between
soclal class and levels of aspirations were found to be
generally weak in nearly all cases, indicatidg more of a
tendency toward higher aspirations in the higher socio-
economic levels rather than the wide variations which
might be expected in the light of th wide range of socio-
economic backgrounds of students in this sample.

) Mobility aspirations were clearly related to social
class, however, in the negative direction. Lower status
youth indicated a much higher desire to improve their
position over that of their family of origin than was

found among higher status youth. This was found to be

true in the case of bhoth educational and occupational
V'aspirations. Lower class Anglo youth were generally found

vto»aspire towardvéocial mobility more than Spanish youth,

especlally when we focus on educational mobility. However,
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when a combined index of educational and occupational
aspirations was used, lower status Spanish youth indicated
a substantially higher desire to improve their status in
society than their higher status neighbors. Thus, our
analysis reveals a strong negative relation of sdccess
values to socio-economic status.

On the surface, these two measures of success values
seem to refute the general hypothesis that success values
are not related to social class. A closer examination,
however, suggests more support for this assumption than a
superficial examination might indicate. These findings
indicate high aspirations among all socio-economic status
groups. Even though higher status youth tend to aspire for
higher goals than lower status youth, the youth of all
social levels seem to have high aspirations that are
indicative of a success theme. The extent of lower class
acceptance of high aspirations is especially revealed when
their aspirations are related to family background., Here,
lower class youth aspire to improve their status by several
social increments over that of their parents, pointingvto
an acute emphasis on success and social sscent in the lower
strata. These two measures, when viewed together, seem to
indicate a universal emphasis on success and social ascent
shared by gll status groups. In this sense, our data may
be taken as generally supportive of thé general theoretical
hypothesis under consideration in this section that success

values are not related to social class.
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This analysis is reinforced by our measurements of
social class variations in more abstract cultural value
orlentations. Entrepreneurial value orientations were
found to be unrelated to soclal class, no matter whether
we focused upon the total sample or upon subgroups within
the sample. These findings suggest that the various socio-
economic levels not only share a similar emphasis on
success and soclal ascent, but also, they share more
abstract values that may be instrumentally important in
realizing these success-goals. Thus, in general, the data

r R
presented above provides rather strong support for Merton's
assumption of a common success emphasls in the
American society.
HYPOTHESIS II
G.H. 2: Discrepancies between success-goals and values and
their accessibility are negatively related to
social class.

S.H. 2A: Discrepancies between the individual's
asplrations and the fiamily breadvinner's
level of achievement are negatively
related to soclal class.

E.H. 2A1: Discrepancies between the family
breadwinner's occupational level
and the student's occupational
asplrations are negatively related
to socio-economic status.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.520. The coefficient is significant at the
.001 level, which is within the preset critical region,
so the null hypothesis 1s refuted. The direction of the
relationship is as hypothesized, so the data support the

empirical hypothesis.
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By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients,
the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the

null hypothesis are:

SAMPLE GORRELATLON SIGNIFLCANCE  NULL HYPUIHESLIS

 ANGLO MALE -.462 .001 REJECTED .
§ ANGLO FEMALE -.698 .001 REJECTED
g SPANISH MALE -.2hn .05 . REJECTED ’
} SPANISH FEMALE -.518 .001 REJECTED

The null hypothesis is rejected for all subgroups.
The direction of the relationship is as hypothesized, so

the empirical hypothesis is supported in all cases.

E.S. 2A2: Discrepancies between the family
breadwinner's educational level of
achievement and the student's
educational aspirations are nega-
tively related to soclio-economic
status.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.538. The coefficient is significant at the
.001 level, which is within the preset critical region, so
the null hypothesis is refuted. The direction of the
relationship is as hypothesized so the original proposition
is supported.

By subsample, the correlation coefficlents, the

levels of significance, and the actions taken on the null

SN B o

hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS
ANGLO MALE -.595 .001 REJECTED

. ANGLO FEMALE -.559 .001 -REJECTED

; SPANISH MALE -.260 .05 REJECTED

SPANISH FEMALE -.086 N.S. ACCEPTED
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The null hypothesls is refuted in both Anglo Amerinan
subsamples. In these two subgroups the direction of the
relationship between these variables are as hypothesized so
the empirical hypothesis is supported. Among Spanish Amer-
ican youth the direction of the relationship is as hypothe-
slzed, however, the level of correlation is not significant
at the .05 level among Spanish girls. Even though the null
hypothesis is not refuted among Spanish girls, the negative
correlation between these varlables does suggest at least a
tendency toward greater position discontent among the lower
strat; of all subgroups in this sample. Thus, the empirical
hypothesis is generally supported in this research.

E.H. 2A3: Discrepancies between the student's
background index and their aspiration
index are negatively related to socio-
economic status.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sémple is -.573. The coefficient is significant at the .0C1
level, which is within the preset critical region, so the
null hypothesis is refuted. The direction of the relation-
ship 1s as hypothesized, so the empirical hypothesis
i; supported.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels

of significance and the action taken on the null

hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPUTHESIS
ANGLC MALE -.569 .001 REJECTED
ANGLO PEMALE -.654 .001 REJECTED
SPANISH MALE -.308 .05 REJECTED

SPANISH FEMALE -, 413 .01 REJECTED
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The null hypothesis is refuted in 211 cases, and the
direction of relationship is as hypothesized, so the data
from each subsample supports the empirical hypothesis.

E.H. 2A4: Discrepancies between the student's
background index and their expecta-
tion index is negatively related to
socilo~economic status.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.321. The coefficilent is significant at the .001
level, which 1s within the preset critical regicn, so the
null hypothesis is refuted. The direction of relationship
is as hypothesized, so the data supports the
empilrical hypothesis.

‘ By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients,
the levels of signifiéance, and the actlon taken on the null
‘hypothes;s'are: T

SAMPLE CORRBELATLON SIGULr LCANCE NULL X;HPOTHESIS
ANGLO MALE -.388 .001 . ° REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.385 : : .001 o REJECTED
SPANISH MALE -.093 o N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.274 .05 REJECTED

- The null hypoibesis is rejected in all cases, except

for Spanish males, and the direction of relationship is as.
hypothesized,’éo the original proposition is supported
among Anglo American students and Spanish girls. The
relationship between these variables are not significant

at the .05 level in the Spanish male subgroup so the null
hypothéslé i1s not refuted. Even though these correlations
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are not significant, the direction of relationship is as
hypothesized, indicating a tendency toward greater
discrepancles in lower strata of all subgroups.

Summary of S.H.2A:

The data presented in this section provided fairly
strong and consistent support for the specific hypothesis
that discrepancies between the individual's aspirations
and the family breadwinner's level of achievement are
negatively related to social class. In this sense, these
findings seem to support Merton's belief that aspirations
are more inaccessible in the lower strata of society. Two
exceptions were noted. Spanish girls indicated no
relationship between educational discrepancies and social
class background. This suggests that strains brought
about by high educational aspirations are no greater in
the lower class than in the relatively higher classes.

The other exception was the relationship between social
class and discrepancies between bacgground énd expectations

among Spanish boys. ‘This finding indicates that lower

class Sﬁanish boys do tend to lower their expectations more

than other groups, and theieby,‘minimize possible strains
that may result from such discrepancies. The same ‘tendency'
is found in other groups, buflnot to the same extent as we
found among the Spanish boys. 1In all subgroups we

observed a teﬁdency to reduce discrepancies by 1owering
expectatlions among lower class youth, but not to %hé'extent

that these discrepancies are entirely eliminated. Thus, by
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all four measurements of background discrepancies used in
this study, we find rather strong suppert for the assumption
that discrepancies between asplrations and their accessi-
bility are greater in the lower class, a finding which
generally supports Merton's thesis.

S.H. 2B: Discrepancles between the individual's
success aspirations and expectatlons are
negatively related to social class.

E.H. 2Bl: Discrepancies between student's
occupational aspirations and
occupational expectaticns are
negatively related to socio-
economic status.

"The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.097. The coefficient 1s significant at the
preset .05 level of significance, so the null hypothesis
is rejected. The level of correlation is ver& low so the
data do not provide strong support for the empirical
hypothesis, suggesting, on the other hand, that there is
little relationship between social class and discrepancies
between occupational aspirations and expectations.

By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients,

the levels of significance and the actions taken on the

null hypothesis are:

SAMPLE : CORREDATION SIGNIFICANCE _ IULL HYPUT'HESILS

ANGLO MALE --091 * N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.088 NS, ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE -.179 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.159 N.S. _ACCEPTED




150

i ‘ The correlation coefficients are not significant at
the .05 level in any of the four subsamples, so the null

] v hypothesis is accepted in all cases. The data does not

support the hypothesis under consideration, indicating no
significant relationship between occupational expectation

discrepancies and social class.

E.H. 2B2: Discrepancies between student's
educational aspirations and ex-

i pectations are negatively related

to socio-economic status.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total

sample 1s -.167. The coefficient is significant at the

.01 level, which‘is within the preset critical region, so
the null hypothesis is refuted. The direction of the
relationship is as hypothesized so the empirical hypothesis
is supported, but at a low level of correlation.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the level

of significance, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

S CORRELATION SIGNIFLCANCE NULL HYPOTHESLS
ANGLO MALE -.289 .01 REJECTED
. ANGLO FEMALE -.126 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE -.180 N.S. ACCEPTED
g SPANISH FEMALE -.051 K.s. ACCEPTED

The correlation coefficients are not significant for

A e,

any subsample except in the case of Anglo American boys, so

the null hypothesis is not refuted in the Anglo female and

e e o S

e Spanish subgroups. The correlation coefficlient 1s signi-

ficant at the .0l level for Anglo boys, so the null

sl
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hypothesis is rejected. The direction of relatlonship 1ls as
w% hypothesized, so the empirical hypothesis is supported in
the Anglo male subgroup. The low level of correlation in

'i cases where the hypothesis is supported statistically,

N e g e

however, indicates that the extent of the relationship

between these variables is extremely weak. At best, one

could assert that there is a tendency toward a negative

relationship between these variables, rather than a clear-

cut negative relationship. In general, these findings

indicate that the relationship between educational

’
expectation discrepancies and social class background
is weak.

E.H. 2B3: Discrepancies between student's
aspiration index and expectation
index are negatively related to
socio-economic status.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.107. The coefficient is significant at the .05
level, which 1s within the preset critical region, so the
nul' hypothesis is refuted. The relationship is in the
direction hypothesized so the empirical hypothesis 1s
| supported. The level of correlation between these variables

i indicate that expectation discrepancies are only weakly

i related to social class.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels
of significance, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

A A
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SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFLGARCE NULL HYPOTHESLS
ANGLO MALE -1y N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.0lk1 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE -.167 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.197 N.S. ACCEPTED

The correlation coefficlents for all subgroups are not
significant at the .05 level, therefore, the null hypothesis
is accepted in each case. The data do not support the
empirical hypothesis, indicating no relationship between
expectation discrepancies and social class background.

Summary of S.H. 2B:

The support for the hypothesls that discrepancies
between aspirations and expectations are negatively related
to social class has been found to be weak in the data
presented above. Our analysis of these data indicate only
a slight tendency for discrepancies between aspirations
and expectations to be higher in the lower socio-economic
levels. On the basis of this analysis only'a tentative
acceptance of the specific hypothesis under consideration
in this section is warranted.

Summary of Hypothesls II

"In this section data has been presented to test the
relationship between soclo-cultural discrepancies and
social class. The general hypothesis tested, states that
discrepancies between success-goals and values and their
accessibility are negatively related to social class. To
test this relationship two indices were used. The first

index was a measure of the discrepancies between the

o




153
student's level of aspiration and the family soclo-economic
background. Here, the data generated to test this rela-
tionship indicated significantly greater discrepancles in
the lower strata, which strongly supports the original

hypothesis.

The second index used was a measure of the discre-

i% pancies between the student's success asplrations and

| expectations. The data generated to test this relationship
é suggested a slight tendency toward a variation in the

; hypothesized direction, however, the statistical support

55 for the original hypothesis proved to be extremely weak.

J These findings seem to indicate greater position
discontent among lower class youth. Youth from the lower
socio-economic backgrounds consistently aspired to improve

thelr position over that of their father by a greater

increment than youth in the higher socio-economic levels.
Since social mobility is, no doubt, no less difficult in

the lower strata than in the highef strata, it follows

logically that the more acute position discontent of the

lower classes may very well produce objective social

situations where success-goals are realistically less
accessible.

On the other hand, the data do not indicate
significantly greater awareness or belief on the part of
lower status youth that thelr goals are more inaccessible.
The discrepancies between the success-goals toward which
individuals aspire and the actual goals they expect to

attain are actually not greatly more common in the lower

itk et e o
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strata. This indicates that lower class youth expect to
reach their asplred goals about as frequently as higher
status youth. In other Qords, this analysis points to

little soclal class variation in the extent to which
individual's perceive a discrepancy between their aspirations
and their accessibility. In the social psychological sense
then, the original hypothesis is not supported. Youth in

the lower classes may actually be exposed to circumstances

where thelr asplrations are, in a realistic sense, less
5 accessible, but, at the same time, youth at this level of
§ higﬁ school do not appear to be any more aware, or at
i ) iéast, do not perceive that thelr goals are less accessible
than higher status youth. Therefore, these data provide
. only partial support for the general proposition that
discrepancies between aspirations and their accessibility
are greater in the lower strata.
HYPOTHESIS III1

i G. H. 3: Discrepancles between success-goals and values
and their accessibility are positively related
4 to anomie.
by S.H. 3A: Discrepancies between the individual's
: aspirations and the family breadwinner's
B . level of achievement are positively

related to anomia.
" E.H. 3A1l: Discrepancies between the family

breadwinner's occupational level

b and the student's occupational

: aspirations are positively related
i to anomia. e '

b The calculated correlation coefficient for the total

sample is -.040. The coefficient is not significant at
the .05 level of significance, so the null hypothesis is
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j not refuted. The data do not support the empirical
hypothesis.,

By subsample, the calculated corralation coefficients,

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the

- —
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null hypothesls are:

i SPANISH FEMALE  -.186 N.S. ACCEPTED

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS
11
8 ANGLO MALE -.120 N.S. ACCEPTED
: - ANGLO FEMALE -.008 N.S. ACCEPTED
B i SPANISH MALE -.163 N.S. ACCEPTED
i

;: %% , The calculated correlation coefficients are not
i it significant at the .05 level for any of the subsamples, so
; - % the null hypothesis is not refuted. The empirical
% hypothesis is not supported by these data for any of
o ' ' g the four subgroups.
: | ! E.H. 3A2: Discrepancies between the family bread-
i winner's educational aspirations are

positively related to anomia.

The calculated correlation cdefficient for the total

sample 1s .054. The coefficient is not significant at the
.05 level, so the null hypothesis is not refuted. -The data

does not support the empirical hypothesls.

BERTREATEACHEE AN

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the
levels of significanqe, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

= ' SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCH NULL HYPOTHESIS
3 ANGLO MALE -.060 N.S. ACCEPTED
& ANGLO FEMALE .013 N.S. ACCEPTED
b SPANISH MALE 057 N.S. - ACCEPTED

SPANISH FEMALE -.344 .05 REJECTED

L
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The calculated correlation coefficients for all
subsamples except Spanish female are not significant at the
.05 level, so the null hypotheses are not refuted in these
subgroups. The correlation coefficient among Spanish girls
is significant but in the reverse direction to the directiog
hypothesized. The empirical hypothesis is not supported in
any of the four subgroups.

E.H. 3A3: Discrepancies between the student's
background index and their aspiration
index are posltively related to anomia.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sampie is -.024. The coefficient is not significant at the
.05 level so the null hypothesis is not refuted. The data
do not support the empirical hypothesis. ‘

By subsample, the calculated correlatién coefficiénts,

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the

null hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFLCANCE ‘ NULL HYPOTHESIS
ANGLO MALE -.124 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.0003 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE -.190 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.213 N.S. ACCEPTED

The calculated correlation coefficients are not

significant éf the .05 level for any subsampleé, so the null

hypothesis is not refuted. The empirical hypothesis 1s“not
supported by these data for any subgroup. B

“E.H. 3A4: Discrepancies between the student's
background index and their expecta-
tion index are positively related
to anomia. : : - .
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The calculated correlation coefficient for the total

sample 1s ~-.097. The coefficient is not significant at the

.05 level, so the null hypothesis is not refuted. The data

do not support the empirical hypothesis.
By subsample, the correlation coefficients,.the levels

of significance, and the actions taken on the null hypoth-

esis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS
ANGLO MALE ~.213 .05 REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE -,005 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE -.030 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.304 .05 REJECTED

The calculated correlation coefficients for Anglo
glrls, and Spanish boys are not significant at the .05
level, so the null hypothesis is not refuted. Anglo boys
and Spanish girls show a negative relationship between
these variables at a level of sign.ficance within the preset
crifical region so the null hypotheéis is rejected for this
subgroup. The direction of the relationship is inverse to
the hypothesized directioh so the data In all cases fail
to support the empirical hypothesis. The data suggest,
in the case of Anglo boys and Spanish girls, that the
greater the discrepancies between the background index and
the expectation index the lower the anomia score.

Summary of Specific Hypothesis 3A: The data presented in

this study in general does not support the specific
hypothesis that discrepancies between the family bread-

winner's level of achievement and the student's success

i
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aspirations are positively related to anomia. The above
findings indicate that there is no statistically
slgnificant relationship between these variables. There-
fore, these data do not support the original theoretical
hypothesis.
S.H. 3B: Discrepancies between the individual's
success aspirations and expectations
are positively related to anomia.
E.H. 3Bl: Discrepancies between student's
occupational aspirations and

occupational expectations are
positively related to anomia.

2

sample 1s -.058. The coefficient is not significant at

the .05 level so the null hyovothesis is accepted. The data

do not support the empirical hypothesis.
By subsample, the correlation coefficlents, the

- levels of slgnificance and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGHIFICANCE  NULIL HYPOTHESIS

ANGLO MALE -.137 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.016 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .110 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.193 N.S. ACCEPTED

The calculated correlétion coefflclents are not
significant at the .05 level so the null hypothesis is
accepted in all cases. The data do not support the
empirical hypothesis in any subsample.

E.H. 3B2: Discrepancies between studenbt's
educational aspirations and edu-

cational expectations are positively

related to anomia.
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The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample 1s .079. The coefficient 1s not significant at
the .05 level so the null hypothesis is acceptéd. The data
do not support the original hypothesis.
By subsample, the correlatlon coefficients, the levels
of significance and the actions taken on the null hypothesis

are:

SAMPLE CORRELATLOW SIGHIFLCANCE WULL RYSCTHESIS
ANGLO MALE -.052 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE L0444 N.S. : ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .282 .05 REJECTED
SPANISH FEMALE .023 N.S. ACCEPTED

The calculated correlation coefficients are not
significant at the .05 level except in the Spanish male
subgroup, so the null hypothesis is accepted in all cases.

The data for these subgroups do not support the original

hypothesis. The empirical hypothesis is glven some sup-

port among Spanish boys although at a low level of
correlation.

E.H. 3B3: Discrepancies between student's
aspiration index and expectation
index are positively related to
anomia.

The calrculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.028. The coefficient is not significant at
the .05 level so the null hypothesis is accepted.

By subsample the correlation coefficlent, the levels

of significance and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

Lk
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SAMPLE CORRELATIOY SICNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESLS
ANGLO MALE -.08Y4 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGIO FEMALE -.009 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .131 N.S. AGCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE  -.121 N.S ACCEPTED

The calculated correlation coefficients are not
significant at the .05 level so the null hypothesls is ac-
cepted in all cases. The data do not support the original
hypothesis in any subsample.

Summary of Specific Hypothesls 3B:

, The data generated to test the specific hypothesis
that discrepancies between the individual's suécess aspir-
ations and expectations are positively related to anomla
provided no support for the hypothesized rel@tionship. The
findings imdicate that there is no statistically slgnificant
relationstiip between these variables.

Summary of Hypothesis III:

In this section data were pregsented to test the
relationship between socio-cultural dlscrepancies and
anomia. The general theoretical hypothesis under consi-
deration states that "discrepancles between success-goals
and values and their accessibility are positively related
to anomia.” To test this relationship, discrepancles were
operationally defined in two differents ways. The Zirst
defined the disjunction between success-goals and thelr
accessibility in terms of the discrepanclies between the
student's asplrations and their family background. Four

indices were used to measure background discrepancies.
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None were significantly related to anomia. The second
definition of disjunction between goals and their ac-
cessibil;ty was defined in terms of the individual's per-
ception of limited opportunity, expressed in discrepancies
between asplirations and expectations of success. Three
indicies were used to measure expectation diécrepancies.
None was significantly related to anomia. Hence, the
general proposition, assuming these indices provide valid
measurements, i1s not supported. These data indicate no
statistiga}ly significant relationship of discrepancies
between aspf;éﬁidns and their accessibiliﬁy to anomia.
‘ ' HYPOTHESIS IV

G.H. U4: Discrepancies between success-goals and values and

their accessibility are positively relaced to

deviant behavior.

S.H. 4A: Discrepancies between the individual's aspir-
.ations and the family breadwinner's level of
achievement are positively related to utlll—
tarian delinquency.

E.H. L4AL: Discrepancles between the family

breadwinner's occupational level and
the student's occupational aspirations

are positively related to utilitarian

dellinquency.
The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.158. The coefficient is significant at the

.01 level of significance which is Qithin the preset
critical rezion so the null hypothesis is refuted. The

direction of relationship is inverse to the hypothesized
direction, so the data do not support the empirical
hypothesis. Rather, the data indicate a negative relation-

ship between utilitarian delinquency and occupational

discrepancies.
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By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the
levels of significance and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATLON SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS
ANGLO MALE -.238 .01 REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.127 N.S. " ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .038 N.S. ACCEPTED

SPANISH FEMALE .1h46 N.S. ACCEPTED

The correlation coefficient for Anglo males is
significant at the .01 level, so the null hypothesis is
refuted in this subgroup. The direction of relationship
is inverse to the hypothesized relationship, so the data
do not support the empirical hypothesis. Rather, among
Anglo boys, occupational discrepancies are negatively
related to utilitarian délinquency. For the other three
subgroups, the coefficlents are not signifiqaﬁt at the .05

level so the null hypothesis is not refuted, suggesting

that these variables are not related. Hence, the empirical

hypothesis is not supported in any of the subgroups; with
gome tendency toward a negative relationship between
utilitarian delinguency and occupaticnal dlscrepancies

ocourring among Anglo American youth, especailly among,

- Anglo boys.

E.H. 4A2: Discrepancies between the family
breadwinner's educational level and
the student's educational aspirations
are positively related to utilitarian
delinquency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.087. The coefficient is not significant at

et i s i b
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the .05 level so the null hypothesls is accepted, indi-
cating no relationship between educational discrepancies
and utilitarian delinquency.

By subsample, the correlation coefficienﬁs, the
levels of significance, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

ORRETATIOR GNIFICANCE ] POTHESIS
ANGLO MALE -.19h .05 REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.0bl N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .187 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE .023 N.S. ACCEPTED

The correlation coefficient for Anglo Males is
significant at the .05 level which is within the preset
critical region. The coeffic’ent indicates a negative
relationship which is inverse to the hypothesized relation-
ship so the data do not suppbrt the empirical hypothesis.
The correlation coefficients for the other three subsamples
are not significant at the .05 level so the null hypothesis
is accepted. Hence, the data for the fopr subsamples do

nct support the empirical hypothesis.

E.H. 4A3: Discrepancies between the student's .
background index and their aspiration
index are positively related to
utilitarian delinquency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.127. The coefficient is significant at the

.05 level which is within thé-preset critical region so

the null hypothesis 1s rejected. The direction of the

relationship is inverse to the hypothesized direction so
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the data do not support the empirical hypothesis. The data
indicate a tendency for utilitarian delinguency to be
negatively related to background discrepancies.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the
levels of significance and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATLON SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS
ANGLO MALE -.223 .01 REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.114 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE -.05 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE .05 N.S. ACCEPTED

The calculated correlation coefficient for Anglo boys

?

is significant at the .0l level which is within the preset

critical region so the null hypothesis is rejected. The

- direction of the relationship is inverse to the hypothesized

relationship, indicating that utilitarian delinquency is
inversely related to background discrepancies. The cor-
relation coefficient for the other three subcamples are not
significant at the .05 level so the null hypothesis is
accepted. The empirical hypothesis is not supported in any

of the subsamples.

E.H. 4Al: Discrepancies between the student's
background index and their expecta-
tion in“ex are positively related
to utilitarian delinquency.

The calculated correlation coefficlent for the total
sample is -.107. The coefficient is significant at the
.05 level so the null hypothesis 1s rejected. The direction

of the relationship is inverse to the hypotheslzed
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relationship indicating a negative relationship between

expectation discrepancies and utilitarian delinguency.

By subsample, the cofrelation coefficients, the

) level of significance and the actions taken on the null

Thus, the data do not support the empirical hypothesis. ’
I

¢
. ; hypothesis are:

i SAMPLE CORRELATION _ SIGNIFLCANGE — NULL HYPOTHESIS
:
: ANGLO MALE -.208 .01 REJECTED
: : ANGLO FEMALE -.015 N.S. ACCEPTED
g SPANISH MALE -.102 N.S. ACCEPTED
' . |  SPANISH FEMALE .290 .05 REJECTED

g , The calculated correlation coefficients for Anglo

* ; males and Spanish females are significant at the .05 level
so the null hypothesis is rejected. The direction of

) ' é ‘ relationships is inverse to the hypothesized relationship.

The coefficients in the other two subsamplés are not -

significant at the .05 level so the null hypoin.sis is

accepted. The empirical hypothesis is not supported in

any subgroup.

Summary of Specific Hypothesis 4A: The data presented in {

gi this section indicates no support for the specific

g hypothesis that discrepancies between the individual's
asplrations and family breadwinner's level of achievement
are positively related to utilitarian delinquéncy. For
the most part the findings showed no statistically

i significant relationship between these variables. The

only signi.ficant relationships were found among the Anglo i

— ﬁ L
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boys where the significance relationshlps were consistently

inverse to the hypothesized relationship, indicating that

utilitarien delinquency tends to be negatively related to

|
%

e o S

y
R

background discrepancies.

%

S.H. 4B: Discrepancies between the individualls
aspirations and ‘the family breadwinner's
level of achievement are positively
related to nonutilitarian delinquent
behavior.

R sovLiool

s S0

R SR AR

E.H. 4B1: Discrepancies between the family
breadwinner's occupational level
: and the student's occupational
1 o aspirations are positively related
: to nonutilitarian delinquent
behavior.

SRPIPI

3

0 = The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sa;ple is -.140. The coefficient is significant at the

: .05 level so the null hypothesis is rejected. The direction

ﬁ of the relationship 1s inverse to the hypothesized rela-

_tionship indicating that occupational discrepancies are i

negatively related to nonutilitarian delinquency. The data
do not support the empirical hypothesis. ‘ i
By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the

levels of significance, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGHIFLCANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS

ANGLO MALE -.256 .01 REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.049 N.S. ACCEPTED
3 SPANISH MALE ~.021 N.S. ACCEPTED
& SPANLSH FEMALE -.049 N.S. ACCEPTED

The calculated correlation coefficient for Anglo B

males is significant at the .0l level so tiie null hypothesis
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is rejected. The direction of relationship is inverse to
the hypothesized relationship. The coefficients for the
other three subsamples &re not significant at the .05

level so the null hypothesis is accepted in each case. The

empirical hypothesis is not supported in any subsample.

E.H. 4B2: Discrepancies between the family
breadwinner's educational level
and the student's educational as-
pPlrations are positively related
to nonutilitarian delinquency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.068. The coefficient is not significant at
the .05 level so the null hypothesis is not refuted. The
data do not support the empirical hypothesis.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the
levels of significance and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATLON SIGNIFICACE NULL HYPOTHESIS
ANGLO MALE -.115 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.097 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .01 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.31 « W05 . REJECTED

The calculated coefficients for all subsamples except
the Spanish glrls are not significant at the .05 level so
the null hypothesis is accepted in all cases. Spsnish
girls show a significant correlation but in a direction
inverse to that hypothesized. The data do not support

the empirical hypotnesls in any subsample.
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E.H. 4B3: Discrepancies between the student's

" background index and their aspiration
index are positively related to non-
utilitarian delinquency.

*

The calculated correlation coeffiéient for the total
sample is -.088. The coefficient is not significent at the
.05 level so the null hypothesis is not refuted. The data
do not support the empirical hypothesis.

By subsample, the coefficients of correlation, the
levels of significance, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesils are:

SAMPLE CORRELATION  SIGNLFLCANCE __ NUGLL HYPOTHESLIS
ANGLO MALE ' -.153, N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.070 N.S. - - ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE -.109 N.S. - ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.181 N.S. ACCEPTED -

- The calculated‘correlaticns are not significant at the
.05 level for any subsample sc the null hypothesls is ac-
cepted in all cases. The data do not support the empirical

hypothesis in any subgroup.

E.H. 4B4: Discrepancies between the student's
hackground index and their expecta-
tion index are positively related to
nonutilitarian delinguency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.125. The coefficient is significant at the .01
level which is within the preset criticeal region so the null
hypothesis is refuted. The direction of relationship is
inverse to the hypothesized relationship so.the data do not
support the empirical hypothesis. These data indicate a

negative relationship between nonutilitarian delinqguency




i A b i

169

and expectation discrepancies.

Summary of E.H. UBI: The data presented in this section

indicate no support for the specific hypothesis tnat dis-
crepancies between the individual's asplirations and family
1 'eadwlnner's level of achievement are positively related
to utilitarian delingquency. For the most part the findings
showed no statistlcally significant relationship between
these variables. The most significant relationships
between these variables were found among the Anglo boys,
where the significant relationships were consistently
inverse to the hypothesized relationship, indicating that
nonytilitarian delinquency'tends to be negatively related
to background discrepancies.

S.H. U4C: Discrepancies between the individual's
aspirations and expectations are posi-
tively related to utilitarian delinquency.

E.H. 4Cl: Discrepancies between student's
occupational aspiratidns and ex-
pectations are positively related
to utilitarian delinquency.

The calculated correlation cpefficient for the total

sample is -.059. The coefficxent is not significant at the
.05 level, so the null hypothesis is not refuted, indicating

no relationship between occupational aspirations-expectation

~ discrepancies and utilitarian delinquency. The empirical

‘hypothesis Is not supported.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the

levels of significance and the actions taken ou the null

hypothesis are:

ik
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- | SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFLCANCE NULL HYPUTHESIS
§ ANGLO MALE -.090 N.S. ACCEPTED
; ANGLO FEMALE -.009 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE -.135 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE L141 N.S. ACCEPTED

ié The calculated correlation cocfficients are not

LE significant at the .05 level for any'of the subsamples, so
f
i

the null hypothesis is not refuted for any subgroup. The : ‘i

data do not support the empirical hypothesis in any subsample.
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E.H. 4C2: Discrepancies between student's
‘ educational aspirations and ex-
P ; pectations are positively related
| to utilitarian delinquency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total

i '

sample is -.065. The coefficient is not significant at the

.05 level, so the null hypothesis is not refuted, indicating
no relationship between educational aspiration-expectation

discrepancies and utilitarian delinquency. X

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels

of significance, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

e T

: SAMPLE CORRELATION _ SIGNIFICANC. NULL HYPOTHESIS »
i ANGLO MALE -.065 N.S. ACCEPTED |
i ANGLO FEMALE .094 N.S. ACCEPTED S

SPANISH MALE -.226 N.S. ACCEPTED &
SPANISH FEMALE 062 N.S. ACCEPTED -1
, |

i

é The calculated 6orrelation coefficients are not

significant at the .05 level for any of the subsamples, so

,‘ .

i the null hypothesis is accepted in all cases. The data

indicates no relationship between educational aspiration-

{ -
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expectation discrepancies and utilitarlian delinquenby in
all subsamples. The empirical hypothesis is not supported
in any subgroup. ‘

E.H. 4C3: Discrepancies between student's
aspiration index and expectation
index are positively related to
utilitarian delinquency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.067. The coefficient is not significant at
the .05 level, so the null hypothesis is not refutead.
These findings indicate no relationship between aspiration-
expectation discrepancies and utilitarian delinquency. The
data do not support the empirical hypothesis.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels

of significance, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

‘SAMPLE CORRELAT TON SEGNIFICANCE ~ NULL HYPOTHESIS

. ANGLO MALE -.097 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE ~-.034 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE -.154 N.S. . ACCEPTED

SPANISH FEMALE .193 "N.S. ACCEPTED

The calculated correlation coefficlients are not
significant, in any subsample, at the .05 level, so the
null hypothesis 1s not refuted. These findings indicate
there 1s no relationship between aspiration-expectation
discrepancies and utilitarian delinguency. The data do
not support the emplrical hypothesis.

Summary of E.H. 4C: The data presented in this section

'provide ﬁo support for the specific hypothesis that
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discrepancies between the individual's asplrations and
expectations are positively related to utilitarian
delinquency. The findings presented indicate no relation-
ship between these variables.

S.H. 4D: Discrepancies between the individual's
aspirations and expectations are
positively related to nonutilitarian
delingquency.

E.H. 4D1l: Discrepancies between student's
occupational aspirations and
expectations are positively
related to nonutilitarian
delinguency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
saqple is ~-.134. The coefficient is significant at the
.05 level so the null hypothesis is refuted, but at a low
level of correlation. These findings indicate a slight
negative relationship between occupational aspiration-
expectation discrepancies and nonutilitarian delinquency.
The direction of the relationship is inverse to the
hypothesized relaticrnship, so the data do not support the
empirical hypothesis.

By subsample, the correlation coefficlents, the levels

of significance, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIPICANCE NOLL HYPOTHESIS

ANGLO MALE -.132 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.166 .05 : REJECTED
SPANISH MALE -.157 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE -.061 N.S. ACCEPTED
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The calculated correlation coefficlents are not
significaat at the .05 level for any subsamplé except Anglo
females, so the null hypothesis is not refuted in these
cases. Anglo females show a significaﬁt correlation but
inverse to the hypothesized relation. These findings
indicate no support for the empirical hypothesis in any
subgroup.

E.H. 4D2: Discrepancies between studenf's
educational aspirations and ex-
pectations are positively related
to nonutilitarian delinquency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sa@ple is -.022. The coefficient is not significant at
the .05 level so the null hypothesis is not refuted. These
findings indicate no relationship between educational
asplration-expectation discrepancies and nonutilitarian
delinquency. The data do not support the empirical
hypothesis.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels

of significance and the actions taken on the null hypothesis

are:

SAMPLE CORRELAT LON SIGNIFICANCE  NULL HYPOTHRSLS
ANGLO MALE -.060 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.068 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE -.143 N.S. ACCEPTED

SPANISH FEMALE .086 N.S. ACCEPTED

The calculated correlation coefficlents are not
significant at the .05 level for any subsample, so the null

hypothesis 1s not refuted. These data indicate no
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relationship between educational asplration-expectation
discrepancies and nonutilitarian delinquency among any
subgroup. The empirical hypothesis is not supported.
E.H. 4D3: Discrepancies between student's
aspirstion index and expectation
index are positively related to
nonutilitarian delinguency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.124, The coefficient is significant at the .05
level, so the null hypothesis is refuted, but at a low
level of correlation. These findings indicate a slightly
negative relationship between aspiration-expectation
discrepancies and nonutilitarian delinquency. The direction
of t;e relationship is inverse to the hypothesized relation-
ship, so the data do not support the empirical hypcthesis.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels

of significance, and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

~

SAMPIE CORRELATION — SICNIFICANWCE — WULL AYIOTHESIS
ANGIC MALE -.188 N.S. ‘ ACCEPTED
ANGIO FEMALE -.184 .05 REJECTED
SPANISH MALE -.129 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE .059 N.S. ACCEPTED

The calculated coefficlients are not significant at
the .05 level for any of the subsamples except Anglo females
so the null hypothesis 15 not refuted in these cases. Anglo
females show a significant correlation but inverse to the
hypothesized difection. Tne data do not support the
empirical hypothesis.
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Summary of S.H. 4D: The data presented 1n this section
provide no support for the specific hypothesls that
discrepancies between the individual's uspirations and
expectations are positively related to nonutilitarian
delinquency. The above gnalyses indlcate no relationship
between these varlables.

Summary of Hypothesis IV:

In this sectlon data were presented to test the
relationship between socio-cultural discrepancies and
delinquency. The general theoretical hypothesis stabes
that discrepancies between success-goals and values and
thelr accessibllity are positively related to deviant
behavior. Deviant behavior has been operationally defined
in terms of two types of juvenlle delinquency: utilitarlan
and nonutilitarian. Discrepantles beiween  asplrations and
thelr accessibllity were also defined in two ways. The
first defined the disjunction between success-goals and
their accessibllity in terms of the dlscrepancies between
the student's aspirations and their family background. ‘The
second, defined these dliscrepancles in terms of the indi-
vidual's perception of limited opportunity, expressed in
discrepancies between asplrations and expectatlons of
success. The data generated to measure these variables
provide no shpport for the géneral hypothesis. In nearly

all cases no relatlonshlip was found between elther non-

‘utilitarian or utilitarian delinguency and discrepancies

between goals and thelr accesslblility. Sigﬁ}ficmxt
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" relationships that did sppear between these varlables

were few and consistently in the inverse direction to

that hypothesized. Thus the data of this research

provide no gupport for the general hypbthesis."

HYPOTHESIS FIVE
G.H. S: Anomie is negatively related to soclal class.

S.H. and E.H. 5A: Anomia is negatively related to
social class (soclo-economic status).

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.088. The correlation coefficlent is not signi-
ficant at the .05 level, so the null hypothesls is not
refuted. These findings indicate no relationship'between
anomia énd soclo-economic status. The data do not support
the specifir hypothesis.

By subsample, the correlation coefficlents, the levels

of significance and the action taken on the null hypothesis

are: N

SIMPLE CORRELATION STONIFICANCE  NULL HYPUTHESLS
ANGLO MALE ~. 004 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.094 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .070 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE LO7Th N.S. ACCEPTED

The correlation coefficlents are not significant at the
.05 level for any subgroup so the null hypothesls 1s accepted
in all cases. These findings indicate that there Lls no
relationship between anomia and socio-economic status in any

subgroup. The data of this regsearch do not support the
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general hyposthesis that anomle is negatlvely related to
soclal cla;s. ‘
HYPOTHESIS VI
G.H. 6: Anomie 15 positively related to deviant behavior.

S.H. and E.H. 6A: Anoml~ is positively relatad to
utilisarian delinquency.

The calculated corrzletion coefficient for the total
sample is .306. The coesrficient Ls significant at the
.00l level which is within the preset critlcal region so
the null hypothesis 1s rejected. The direc;tion of the
relationship 1s In the direction hypotheslized, and at a
moc}erate level of correlatlon so the data support the
emplirical hypcthesis.

By subsample, the correlation coeffilcients, the
levels of significance, and the action taken on 't;h"e null
hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATLOH SICNIFLCANCE  NULL HYPUTHESIS
ANGLO MALE 415 .001 REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE .2h2 . .001 REJECTED
SPANISH MALE .ogf; N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE .086b N.S. AGCEPTED

The calculated correlation coefflcients foxr Spanish
American male and female subsamples are not significant at
the .05 level so the null hypothesis 1s accepted in these
cases. These findings indicate no relatlionship between
anomie and utilitarian delinquency among Spanish youth.

The calculated correlation coefficlents for Anglc Amerlcan

male and female subsamples are significant at the .001




54

P e g ey e Sl e S el

1

178

. level of significance which is within the preset critical
region so the ndll hypotheésis 1s rejected in these cases.
The direction of - the, relatlonshlps are 1n ‘the direction
hypothesized 50! bhe data is sunportive of the empirical

hypothesls in the case of Anglo youth. Hence, the data of
this research support the general hypothesis that anomle is

positiyely related<to,delipquent behavior among Anglo

Ameriéan youﬁﬁ but not among Spanish youth.

's. H. and E.H. SB ‘Anomia is pOSLtively related to
nonutilitarian delinquency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
samgle £s .350. The coefficient is significant at the .05
leve} which Lls within the preset critical region so the null
hypothesis isAreJected. The direction of the relationship
is in the hypothesized direction so the data supports the
specific hypofhesis.

By subsample, the correlation coefficlents, the levels

of slgnificance and the actlon taksn on the null hypothésis.

are:

SAMPLE CORRELATLON SLGILFICANCE HULL HYPOTHESLS

ANGLO MALE .384 .001 REJECTED
ANGLO FEMALE .325 .001 * REJECTED
SPANISH MALE .066 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE . 254 N.S. ACCEPTED

The calculated correlation coefficients for Spanish
American male and female subsamples are not significant at
the .05 level s0 the null hypothesis 1s accepted. ThESe.
findings indicate no relationship between anomia and
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nonutilitarian delinquency amohg Spanish youth.  The
calculated correlation coeffiﬁiénts for Anglo American ﬁale
and female subsamples are significant at the .001 level
which is within the present criticalhfegion so the null

’ ] hypothesis is rejected. The direction of the relationship

is consistent with the hypothesized relaticonship so the data
from subsamples support the empirical hypothesis. Heﬁce,
the hypothesis that ;nomia»is positively related to non-

E gtilitarian'delinquency is support.ed among anglo youth but

not Spanish youth.

Summary of G.H. 6: The data presented in this section indicate

Lo statistically signlficant support for the hypothesié that both
flé - ; utilitarian and nonutilitarian delinquency are positively re-

‘lated to anomia among Anglo American youtﬁ. Spén;sh Anerican

youth, howevér, indicate no relationship bebtween anomia and
L elther utilitarién and nonutilitarian delinquency. Hence,
anomie seems to be a better predictor of delinquency among
persons of dominant cultural background than among persons

from subcultural backgrounds.

HYPOTHESIS VII

G.H. 7: Socilal Class is negatively related to deviant
behavior.

i S.H. and E.H. TA: Social Class (socio-economic status)
i , is negatively related to utilitarian
delinquency. .
fl The calculated correlation coefficient for the total
sample is -.002. The coefficient is not significant at the

.05 level so the null hypothesis is accepted. These

i i L “‘ ﬁm
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findings indlcate no relationship between utilitarien
delinguency and social class. The specific hypothesis is

not supported.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels
of significance and the actions taken on the null

hypothesis are:

SAMPLE CORRELATLON SIGNIFLCANCE  WULL HYPOLHESIS
ANGLO MALE -.001 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGLO FEMALE -.054 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .02h N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH FEMALE .081 N.S. ACCEPTED

R The calculated correlation coefficients are not
significant at the .05 level for any subsample so the null
hypothesis is accepted in all cases. These findings
indicated no relationship between utilitarian_delinquency
and soclial class for any subgroup so the empirical

hypothesis is not supported.

S.H. and E.H. 7B: Social Class (socio-economic status)
is negatively related to non-
utilitarian delinguency.

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total

sample is -.037. The coefficient 1s not significant at
the .05 level so the null is accepted. These findings
indicate there is no relationship between socio-economic
status and nonutilitarian delinquency. The empirical
hypothesis is not supported.

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels

of significance, and the action taken on the null
hypothesis are:
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SAMPLE CORRELATLION STGNIFICANCE  NULL HYPOTHRGILS
ANGLO MALE -.083 N.S. ACCEPTED
ANGT.O FEMALE -.067 N.S. ACCEPTED
SPANISH MALE .095 N.S. ACCEPTED

SPANISH FEMALE .178 N.S. © °  ACCEFTED

The calculated correlatioq coefficients are not
significant at the .05 leQel for any subsample so the null
hypothesis is accepted in all cases. These findings
indicate that there is no relationship between socio-
economic status and nonu.tili.tarian delinguency in any sub-
group so the empirical hypothesis is not supported.

Summary of G.H. 7: The data of this research provide no

support for the general theoretical hypothesis that socilan
class is negatively related to deviant behavior. HNeither
utilitarian or nonutilitarian delinquency was statistically
related negatively to socio-econémic status. The fihdings

indicate no relationship between social class and rates

of delinquency.




CHAPTER SIX

INTERPRETATION. AND CONCLUSIONS

This study has centered upon an empirical investigation
of the theory of anomie as an explanatioﬁ of deviant behavior
in complex socleties. Underlying this inguiry have been two
major theoretical controversies, surrounding ancmic theory
of devliancy, that have been the major focus of this ingquiry.
The first theoretical objective has been to explore the
utility bf anomie as an explanation of ngenile delinquent
behavior. There have been rather strong criticisms of
anomic theory which have raised question concerning its
appllicability to juvenilé delinquent behavior. The second
theoretical concem has focused on the relation of social
class to anomie and delinguent behavior. Some questions
have been raised in recent research concerning Merton's
thesls that differiential access to the various means of
achieving succeés in American society leads to greater
anomie, and greater pressures towa;d deviant behavior in
the lower classes as compared to the relatively high
classes. The second theoretical objective was to explore
the extent of the empirical support for this thesis.

In order to implement an investigation of these
theoretical issues, several specific objectives were
formulated. These specific objectives constituted an

attempt to explore differentials in:
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Acceptance of the success-goals and assoclated
norms through objective value responses;

Relative accessibility to means of success
through social class differentials;

The degrees of discrepancy between goals and
their accessibility through class differences
in aspirations and expectations of success;

Social class differentials in degrees of
anomie through distribution of anomia scores;

Social class differentials in delinquent
behavior through distribution of delinguent acts.

The pursuance of these objectives lead direcfly to the

silmultaneous measurement of social class variations in

success values, anomie and delinquent behavior, which had

4 .
not previcusly been undertaken in the same study. Under-

lying these measurements were seven general hypotheses which

were derived directly from Merton's theoretical formulation

of anomic theory. They are:

1.

2.

Success goals and values are not related to
social class.

Discrepancies between success-goals and thelr
accessibility are negetively related to social
class. .

Discrepancies between success-goals and their
accessibility are positively related to anomie.

Discrepancies between success-goals and their
accessibility are positively related to

deviant behavior.

Anomie is negatively related to social class.
Anomie is positively related to deviant behavior.

Social class 1s negatively related to deviant
behavior.
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Each of these general hypotheses ylelded a number of
interrelated subhypotheses. After operationalization of
concepts, the hypotheses were moved to the empirical level
for test., The data of this research provided strongvsupport
for some aspects of Merton's thesis. In other instances,
little or no support was found. In the following discussion
we will attempt to evaluate and interpret the theoretical
significance of these findings to the theory of anomie. The
early part of this chapter will be devoted tc an interpre-
tation of our simultaneous measurements of soclial class
variations in success values, anomie and delinquent behavior.
The 1atter part of the chapter will explore the theoretical
significance of these findings to our major research objec-
tives. 1In this part of the discussion we will attempt to
interpret the extent to which our data supports Merton's
thesis of lower class anomie, and the utility of anomic

theory as an explanation of delinquent behavior.

SOCIAL CLASS AND SUCCESS VALUES

A crucial elenent in Merton's theoretical formulation
of the theory of anomie and deviant behavior is the as-
sumption that the inculcation of high success values are
pattermed characteristics which cross~-cuts subgroup and
soclal class differences in the American soclety. To test
the extent of social class acceptance of success values, the
concept success value was operationalized in three different
ways, providing several different measures of the Qalue

placed on success and social ascent. These definitions of
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success values were: (1) the level of aspiration measured in
terms of abso}ute educational and occupational goals of
eleventh grade youth; (2) the mobility orientation measure
in terms of the extent to which these aspirations reflect

a desire to improve the individual's social standing over
the position of their fathers; (3) the cultural value
orientations embodied in the American Dream precept which
we refer to in this study as the entrepreneurial
orientation.

Aspirations: The findings presented in the previous
chap?er indicated a slight positive relationship between
high success-goals and social class. The social class
variations in absolute levels of aspirations, however, were
found to be surprisingly small when compared to wide var-
iations in family background represented in this sample.
Even though success-goals do appear to be somewhat related
to social class, the degree of relationship is so small
that it seems untenable to conclud?, as some sociologists
have in recent literature, that lower class values are

intervening variables which "reduce the very voluntary

actions which would ameliorate their low pOSition."l The

levels of asplrations of the various classes have not been

found, in this inquiry, to be greatly different and

lyerbert Hyman, "The Value Systems of Different
Classes, " in Reinhard Bendix and Seymour M. Lipset, eds.,
Class, Status and Power (New York: The Free Press of

Glencoe, 1904) p. 00.
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represent guite high ambition at all levels. In general
then, the findings related to levels of aspirations seem
to be supportive of Merton's assumption of a universal
system of success values even though the absolute level
may in some instances be higher among the higher classes,
These same trends seem to hold in subgroups delimited
by ethnicity and sex. When'a combined index of educational
and occupational asplrations was used, no significant
relationship between social class background and the levels
of aspliration were found in any of the subgroups smployed
in our analysis. These findings suggest a greater degres
of consensus concerning desired style of 1life among Amer-
ican youth of diverse backgrounds than have previously been
recognized which, in turn, is supportive of Merton's
original assumptions.

Mobility Orientation: The date in this research indicated a

fairly consistent and strongly negative relationship between
soclal class background and mobilj:ty aspiration.s. .Youth
from the lower strata aspire to improve their position over
that of their father by a greater increment than do youth
from the higher strata. Even though the absolute level of
espiration may be lower on the average, these findings

suggest greater position discontent on the part of lower
class youth. 1In this sense, the data of this research

supports the findings of earlier studies that seem to in-

dicate that the value placed on success 1s no less strongly
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held in the lower classes than in the higher classes, and
may be experienced more acutely at this level due to more
limited opportunity.

In the previous discussion we have cautioned several
times concerming weaknesses in relative measurements of
aspirations. For when comparisons are made between levels
of youth aspirations and family background, loﬁer strata
youth can aspire to improve thelr position in society bj
a greater increment than the upper strata youth who start

near the top of tne hierarchky. When relative ard absoclute

aspirations are taken into account simultaneously, however,

a fairly clear picture of the emphasls placed on success
and soclal ascent is provided. In the present study, the
lower strata of the hierarchy aspire toward slightly lower
levels of occupation and education than the higner strata,
however, these aspirations represent a strong emphasis on
relative success and social ascent. The higher strata
asplire toward positions more similar to their fathert's
level of achievement, suggesting less mobility strivings
than lower strata youth. On the other hand, the occupa-
tional and educatibﬁal levels toward wﬁich they aspire

are qulite high and suggest a strong empl 4sis on success
in these areas of activity. Hence, together these
findings. support the assertion of a common value system
which emﬁhasizes success and social ascent for persons of

all soclo-economic backgrounds.
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Entrepreneurial Value Orientations: To provide a more

generalized measure of value standards that emphasize

success and the importance of appropriate steps which may
lead to success, a measurement of culturdgl value orienta-
tions was undertaken. In this sense, a measurement of a

set of values implicit in the American Dream precept were

developed. Two basic properties of this precept have been

émployed in this investigation. The first is the precept
vihich defines achievement and monetary success as morally
legitimate ends of man, and a realistic possibility to
anyone who 1s properly motivated and endowed with the
innate potentialities. The second is the splirit that has

often been referred to as the Protestant Ethic, which

vinvolves a strong emphasis on hard work, self-discipline

and rationalism as the appropriate and desirable mode of
behavior in man's socio-eéconomic activities. The value
index employed in this inquiry to test the American Dream

precept has been referred to in this study as the entre-~

preneurial value orientation, and has been designed as an

attempt to capture the basic value system that makes
mbrally legitimate any activity which increases the

capacity to achieve.

‘These broader and more generalized measure of
values were considered desirable in thls study because
of the general recognition that something more than

asplrations are necessary as an index of the type of
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success values, which Merton seems to have in mind, thaﬁ
are of such a magnitude that they drive an individual
toward deviant behavior in situations where access is
blocked or limited.

It is at this more general level that a number of
writers feel the influence of soclal class i1s most acute.
By taking a subcultural approach to the study of social
class, these writers tend to view each class as a self-
contained universe, developing a distinctive style of
life and a distinctive system of subcultural values. The
lower class, in tum, is frequently described as more
traditional, less achievement oriented, more concerned
with physical security and more familial in orientation,
as opposed to the entrepreneurial-achievement oriented
middle class. For instance, some have suggested that the
lower class individuals do not take risk to achieve
because they cannot face the possibility of failure or
of becoming poorer. It has further been argued, that the
lower class individual "qoesn'? waﬁt as much success,
knows he couldntt get 1t even if he wanted to, and
doesn't want what might help him get success."? This is
to suggest that lower strata individuals have been
socialized intb a value pattern that is not only inappro-

priate to success in industrial society, but also, is not

°Ibid., p. 427.
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condusive to the taking of appropriate steps necessary to
reach these goals, a process often referred to as anti-
clpatory socialization.

Merton's thesis does not deny soclal class differences
in values. It does, however, suggest that the American
Dream precept tends to be a universal feature of the Amer-
ican society. This precept is perhaps most universally
assoclated with the emphasis on monetary success, but
also, it involves an emphasis on other success symbols
that may increase one's capacity to achieve monetary
success. This type of value system, he bélieves, is
widély enough characteristic of the lower strata to be a
significant pressure toward deviant behavior in circum-
stances where avenues to these success symbols are not open.

The findings of this research seem to support
Merton's thesis. The entrepreneurial value orientation
index was not found to be related to social class. Our
analysis suggests a strong orientation toward entrepre-
neurial values at all social class‘levels with little
variation in the intensity with which they appear from
one class to another. What 1s perhaps equally important
is the fact that entrepreneurial value orientations
appear more frequently at all class levels and among both
Spanish and Anglo American youth than the antithetical
value system emphasizing more traditional and security

oriented values.
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These three measures of success values tend to
support Merton's hypothesis that the American society 1s
& soclety in which there is a heavy emphasis placed on the
importance of success and socilal ascent for all its
members.

Theoretical Importance: The ongoing debate about whether

society 1s based on a common or class differentiated value

system has been fanned into a strong theoretical contraversy

in recent years through the renewed interest in social
confllict theory. Functional theorists, especlally the
Parsonian school, have long asserted the importance of
valu; consensus as a crucial element in social stability
and social coherence. Other theorists have rejected the
value consensus theory as inadequate to explain the social
realities of complex soclal systems. These theorists
emphasize conflict of interests and conflict of values as
explanations of social change and soclal deviation.

In the area of juvenile delinquency, heavy stress
has been given to value conflict as an explanation of
lower class delinquency. The emergence of delinguent and
criminal subcultures have often been attributed to value
conflicts. This point of view asserts that socleties
often contaln several value systems, most noteably class-
linked value systems, which vary in their relative
dominance so that conformity with a subordinate value

system evokes sanctions from the agents of the dominant

rom b i
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system. 1In explalning social class variations in delin-
quéncy, Walter B. Miller has advanced the thesis that: (1)
The lower class is characterized by distinctive values.

(2) These vary markedly from the middle-class values which
undergird the legal codes. (3) The result is that conformity
with certain lower-class values may automatically result in
violation of the law.3

Miller's thesis is quite generalized and involves a
wide range of values so that value conflicts can exlst
beyond the narrow range of success valuss. The present
data, however, do indicate that social class value con-
fliét in the areas of occupational and economic aspirations
and motivations are not very meaningful among this group
of high school students.

These findings do suggest that the traditional belief
in wide verlations in class values thaf grew out of
research in the earlier years of this century may not hold
true as readlly in contemporary American soclety as they
did earlier. Miller and Swanson Hﬁve attempted to explain
this growing similarity in soclial class values in terms of

a change in middle class values.4 They argue that a

3w. C. Kvaraceus and Walter B. Miller, Delinguent
Behavior: Culture and the Individual (Washington D. C.:
National Education Association, 1959), pp. 08-69.

MDaniel R. Miller and Guy E. Swanson, The Changing
American Parent (New York: John Wiley, l95é).
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bureaucratlic orientation which emphasize security and

cooperative activities over risk-taking and individ.al

achlievement has developed in the middle class in recent

years. Thls new value system embraces a set of values

quite similar to the traditional lower class value pattemns

resulting in a growing similarity or consensus. The find-

ings of this'reseafch does not support this thesis, however, v
for the entrepreneurial values seem to be consistently
stronger in verbal expression among members of all social
classes than the more bureaucratic values.

Other theorists have explained the growing similarity
of ‘economic values as a result of the growth of a national
economy and increased functional interdependence in :
industrial societies. Talcott Parsons, for instance, has %
argued in favor of the value consensus theory and has '
suggested that the "field of the most direct institution- ' :

alization of our;pafamount value system is that of oc-

cupational roles."® Most Americans are influenced in some
way by occupatiocnal role requireménts in the routine
process of making a living. The value standards under-
lying economic ac@ivities at all levels become increasing-
ly more common as the national eccnomy becomes more in-

tegrated and functionally interdependent through time.

Spalcott Parsons, "A Revised Analytical Approach to
the Theory of Social Stratification,” in Reinhard Bendix
and Seymour M. Lipset, eds., Class, Status snd Power (New
York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1904), p. 115.
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Hence, Parsons argues that, rather than the achievement
motive in the American Dream and the work ethic becoming
weaker through time they persist and form the core themes
of the dominant American value system.6 The data of this
. research lends scme support to this notion.

2? % It is clear, however, that an adequate explanation
I ; of delinquency and crime must take into accouht the

general consensus of success values and perhaps deemphasize

?ff : value conflict. Edwin Sutherland pcinted this out several

years ago when he wrote: "While criwinal behavior is an

expression of general needs and values, it is not explained
by %hose needs and values since non-criminal behavior is

an expression of the same needs and values."7 The theory
of anomie is an attempt to explain the emergent of deviant

subcultures in terms of common values. The possession of

i high success values is not enough, however tc explain
deviancy according to this thesis. It is the disjunction
between high aspirations and thelr accessibility that
produce anomic strains. Data is needed to measure the
extent of these discrepancies. It is to the discussion

of our findings of social class variations in such

discrepancies that we tum in the next section.

6Talcott Parsons, Social Structure and Personallty
(New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1965), pp. 195-235.

TEdwin H. Sutherland and Donald R. Cressey, Prin-
ciples of Criminology (New York: Lipplncott, 196Q.§, p- 79.
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SOCIAL CLASS AND ANOMIE

In this research we have operationalized anomie in
two different ways. The first definition of enomie at-
tempted to measure socio-cultural discrepancies that may
produce anomic strains. Here we were concerned with
discrepancies between aspirations and thelr accessibility,
for Merton's formulation of anomic theory defines anomie
as a "breakdown in the cultural structure, occurring
particularly when there 1s an acute disjunction between the
cultural norms and goals and the socially structured
capacities of members of the group to act in accord with
them."® .The second definltion of anomie was that of anomia
as -a subjective response to ancmic étrain. In the following
sectionr we will discuss our findings and iﬁterpretations of
the relationship_ﬁetween social class statué andfénémie.

Socio~Cultural Discrepancies

Two different measures were used in this study to
measure discrepancies between aspirations and their acces-
sibility. The first was the discrep;ncies between the
student's aspirations and their socic-economic 'ba.ckground.
The aSSumptioh underlying this measurement was that social
mobility is no less difficult in the lower strata than in

the relatively higher classes, and, perhaps, the

8Robert K. Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure
(Rev. ed.; New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1957).

p. 162.
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opportunities for mobllity may be relatively more restricted
in the lower classes. Hence, 1t follows that persons aspir-
ing to improve thelr social standing over that 'of their
family of origin by the greatest margin will also find
these asplirations least accessible in the long run. Back-
ground discrepanciles of this type are aséumed to be, at
least, symptomatic of objective anomic conditions.

The second measurement of discrepancies between
aspirations and their accessibility used in this study was
the discrepancies between the student's aspirations of
success and the expectations of success. The assumption
undérlying this measurement was that individual's con-
fronted with circumstances where their aspirations are
inaccessible because of social and cultural limitations will
realistically lower their expectations in the light of
thelr soclal realities, thus, minihizing the strain of
aspiring for goals realistically beyond theilr reach. This
measure of anomic strain i- more subjective because 1t

measures the individual regponse tb anomic conditions but

it dées offer another indicator or symptoms of objective

anomic conditions.

The findings of this research indicated a very
strohg and consistently nééaﬁivé>relationship between
social class and backgrouné-discrepancies. This
negative relationship was found to be more strongly

characteristic of the Anglo American youth, although it

was also characteristic of Spanish American students.
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In part, the difference between these two groups is a
function of thelr respective socioc-economic distribution

in the sample. Spanish American youths in thils sample were

primarily from the lower strata‘so that only a weak com-
parison can be made between the aspirations of the extremes
i in the status hierarchy. Since the greatest mobility
orientation seems to be characteristic of the lower strata,
the heavy consentration of Spanish persons at this level
tends to minimize the correlation between these variables.

i The position discontent of the lower strata Spanish youth

seems to be about as high as lower strata Anglo youth.

Hende, these findings tend to support Merton's belief in

i greater disjunction between aspirations and means to reach

these goals in the lower classes than in the relatively
3 higher classes.

5j v : when we look at the data measuring the extent to

| which young people from the various classes lower their

expectations, it does not appear that lower strata youth

view their chances of reaching their goals to be much

more restricted than the higher strata youth. The
analysis of our measurements of discrepancies befween

. aspirations and expectations generally indicate a

slightly negative relationship with socio-economic status,
i 1 but not &t a level that is statistically significant for

the present sample size. There seems to be a slightly
higher tendency for lower class youth to lower their
expectdtions than is true of higher status youth, but

e e p




2 e A R S ke AR

e i

198

the degree of difference 1s so small that it does not seem
that lower status youth consider thelr aspirations as much

more inaccessible than higher status youth. What may be

even more interesting is the fact that only a small minority

of the students at all social levels changed their aspir-
ations when asked what they actually expect to accomplish.
Thus, the overall results cf these tests seem to indicate
not only high aspirations for all subgroups, but also a
falrly consistent belief, on the part of all soclo-economic
and ethnic subgroups, that these aspirations are within
their power to reach.

This generally optimistic attitude toward the pos-
sibility of future fulfillment of aspirations may be, at
least in part., due to the educational status of the sample
in this research. The samrcle is composed entirely of
eleventh grade high school students, which is an age group
very near to the time when decisions must be made concern-
ing future occupational and educayional goals. On the
other hand, these decisions are not as immediate in the
1life experience of eleventh graders as they are for high
school seniors or college students. They have not, as
yet, been confronted with a situation in which they must
make these crucial decisions which will effect their im-
mediate activities. For this reason, this optimism

expressed in this research may reflect unrealistic

e i < e e ey
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expectations and aspirations that may change significantly
when the real decision making time comes in their lives.

The aspirations and expectations of these students do
not appear, however, to be entirely fantasy. In most cases,
there is a convergence of occupational and educational
aspirations which indicate that students with high occupa-
tional aspirations also realize the importance of emphasizing
the means that will allow them to accomplish these ends.
Those that desire high occupatiorial positions also aspire
toward high educational attainment. In this sense, it
appears that students from all socio-economic backgrounds
ten& to réalistically plan theilr educational experience in
such a way that it will lead then to their desired occupation.
Thus, we may conclude that there is meaningful anticipatory
socialization taking place in the life experience of these
students that suggest their optimism is, in part at least,
based on a realistic appraisal of their chances of reaching
their occupational goals through appropriate educational
programs.

It is interesting to note that the measurement of
anomla also indlicated no relationship between socilo-
economic status and subjective anomie. The relaticnship
between anomia and socio-~economic status was not statis-
tically significant in any subgroup, suggesting no rela-
tionship between these variables. Thus, in the subjective
sense, the findings of thls research do not support

Merton's thesis that differential access to the various
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means of achieving success in American society leads to

greater anomie in the relatively lower strata. If subjective

anomie is a reliable measure or indicator of anomic condi-
tions, it would appear from our data that anomie may be
slightly higher in the lower classes, but not greater
enough to produce substantially higher rates of deviancy in
the lower class, as Merton's thesis assumes.

Anomie and Discrepancies:

If anomie is to be conceived as the disjunction
between goals and means avallable to reach these goals, as
Merton's thesis suggests, we should expect to find a high
relétionship between discrepancy scores and anomia scores.
Interestingly, this was not found to be the case in this
research. The analysis of our date indicated n statis-
tically significant positive relationship between anomia
and any of our disc%epancy measurements. In general, the
findings indicated a negative relationship between these
variables whenever a statistically significant rélationship
occurred, although, generally speéking, our analysis
indicated no relationship between these variables.

These findings, of course, place in question either
Merton's definition of anomie, or the techniques used to
measure this concept, or perhaps, both of these factors.
In any case it seems clear that a great deal of effort
needs to be given to refinement of methods to measure both
subjective and objective ancmie as concelved by Merton,

and, perhaps, at the same time more attention should be
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directed toward a refinement and operationalization of
anomie as a research tool. The data of this research does
not support the notion that anomie is a class linked
phenomena, at least among high school youth in the Rocky
Mountain area. Nor does our analysis suggest that dis-
crepancles between aspirations and their accessibility are
a meaningful source of structural strain leading toward
anomic pressures among youth in this sample. This seems
to indicate the need to look for other sources of strain
within the social structure to explain the relatively high
anomia scores among youth of all socio-economic backgrounds
that appeared in this study.

Parsons' elaboration of anomic theoxry may offer
research possibilities, for he broadens the concept of
anomie to include a wider raige of experiences related to
the inability of individuals to make institutionally
accepted object attachments.9 This concepﬁualization of
anomie suggests a wide range of experiences applicable to
the study of anomie among high scﬁool youth. Interpersonal
relatiorn aqd conformity pressures are especially acute
among youth in American culture, producing expectations
and demands that are frequently in conflict with the

established institutional requirements of the dominant

9Talcott Parsons, The Social System (New York: The
Free Press of Glencoe, 1951).
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culture. In this area is a seemingly rich and almost
virgin area for further research in the nature of anomie

and its relation to deviant behavior.

SOCIAL CLASS AND DELINQUENT BEHAVIOR

One criticism frequently raised against Merton's
formulation of anomic theory is his assumption that deviant
behavior is greater in the lower classes. This assumption
1s implicit in his theory and stems from the belief that
differential access to the various means of achieving
success in American society leads to greater anomie in the
lowgr strata. Deviant behavior, in turn, is Vieﬁed as one
mode of adaptation to anomic strains. Since anomie is

considered more characteristic of the lower strata, deviant

behavior would also be expected to be greater in the

lower classes.

Officilal crime statistics have proveﬁ unreliable in
testing assumptions such as this. Even'though statistics
maintained by police officials indicate higher rates of
deiinquency in the lower classes, there has been a growing
body of data that have placed in question this assumption.
In order to provide a more reliable indication of social
class variations in delinquency rates, we have attempted
to measure a selected list of delinguent acts objectively.
The specific delinquent acts used in this study were
chosen to reflect both utilitarian (profit oriented)

delinquency and nonutilitarian (nonprofit oriented)
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delinquency. D&linquency was catagorized as utilitarian
and nonutilitarian because Merton's theory of anomie has
been criticized on the basis that it may be applicable as
an explanation of utilitarian delinquency, but not non-
utilitarian delinguency.

Turning now to the results of this research, we find
no support for the assumption that either utilitarian or
nonutilitarian delinquency is more common in the lower
class. The analysis of our data revealed no relationship
between either type of delinquency and socio-economic
status. This held true no matter whether our analysis
incdluded the total sample or subgroups delimited by sex
and ethnicity. Thus, it would appear that delinquency in
this sample is not a function of social class. Therefore,
this research offers no support ior the Mertonian thesis

that unequal opportunities to achieve, success leads to

- greater anomie and greater pressures toward delinquent

behavior in the loﬁe: strata.

There 1s a consistent pattefn in our data, however,
that suggests that anomie may be characteristic of all..
soclo-economic levels and that deviant behavior may be
related to anomie. Our analysis seemed to indicate
consistently high success aspirations amoné all socio-
economic levels that resulted in wide background dis-
crepancies in the lower class, which may be interpreted
as acute position discontent. Secondly, our analysis

suggested.a general optimisim among students of all
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soclo-economic levels that their goals are within their
reach. This was suggested by the fact that most students
indicated that they expected to rea h their aspired goals.
This seems to imply that the lower strata youth do not view
their opportunity system as being excessively more re-
stricted than the higher socio-economic levels. Thirdly,
our analysis found no relationship between anomia and
soclo~economic status, which suggests that students from
lower class do not perceive any greater anomic strain than
the relatively higher status youth. Fourthly, our data
does not indicate greater frequencles of delinquent
beh;vior in the lower strata. Thus, we have little support
for Merton's thesis that anomie and delinquent behavior'are
functions of social class status. Thils, however, does not
necessarily indicate that there is no relationship between
delinquernicy and anomie. Our findings concerning the rela-
tionship between these variables will be discussed in the
next section.
ANOMIE AND DELINQUENCY

Merton's theory of anomie as an explanation of
juvenile delinquency has come under severe attack in
recent years. One of our mgjor concems in this.resgarch
is Coheﬁ's claim that anomic theory may expla.in‘a.dult
criminal pehavior or older'juvenile'delihquency of a

utilitarian nature, but it is inadequate to explain non-
utilitarian juvenile delinquency which he feels 1s more

common among adolescent Americans. To determine the
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relatlonship between anomie and these two types of delin-
quency, we measured the correlation of utilitarian and
nonutllitarian delingquency to background discrepancies,
expectation discrepancies and anomia. The use of these
three measures as indices of anomie has been discussed
above so we Will ncot treat this subject in this section.

The analysis of our data revealed little relationship
between background discrepancies and either utilitarian or
nonutilitarian delinquency. Statistically significant
relations were found between these variables among Anglo
American boys, but the direction of relationship was
fouﬁd to be inverse to the hypothesized relationship. These
findings suggest that the lower the discrepancies between
Anglo boys aspirations and their family background the
greater the tendency toward deviant behavior. This same
tendency was found among other subgroups but not at a,'
statistically significant level. These findings point to
a relationship exactly opposite to Merton's thesis.

Very little significant relétionship was found in
our analysis between expectation discrepancies and delin-
quency of either a utilitarian or nonutilitarian nature.
Again, relationships that were statistically significant
were in the opposite direction to the hypothesized ‘
relationship. Our data indicates that to a slight degree
the lower the discrepancy between a student's éspirations

and expectations the lower will be the frequency of
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délinquent behavior of either a utilitarian or nonutili-
tarian nature. In the main, however, these two variables
were not significantly related. Hence, our data does not
support the thesis that pressures toward deviant behavior
are produced by discrepancies between aspirations and their
accessibility. Rather, our findings seem to suggest lower
delinquency under conditions where aspirations might be
least accessible.

The lack of support for Merton's thesis may, at
least in part, be produced by the methodology used in this
study. More valid measurements of anomic conditions are
needed. At best, the discrepancy measures used in this
study can be interpreted as no more than symptoms of anomic
conditions and not as valid objectification of anomic
situations. On the other hand, these findings also suggest
a need for fﬁrther refinement and operationalization of
anomic theory, for the empirical support seems to be
questionable when measured with the existing techniques.

Our analysis of the relatidnship between anomia and
delinquent behavior presents a somewhat different pilcture
of the relationship of anomie to delinguency than our
measures of discrepancies suggest. Here we find both
utilitarian and nonutilitarian delinquency significantly
and positively related to anomia among Anglo American
youth. However, this relationship did not hold true
among Sparish American youth. Among Spanish youth no

significant relaticnship was found between anomia and
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delinquency rates. Among Anglo youth the relationship was

at a low level of correlation but consistently in the
direction hypothesized, suggesting that delinquency may be,
in part, a function of anomia. Our data suggests that
anomia as a subjective aspect of anomic situations is more
predictable of both utllitarian and nonutilitarian delin-
quency among persons most under the influence of the

dominant American culture than it is among subgroups. This

trend has also been suggested by previous research, especial~

ly research among the Spanish American people of the south-
west United States.

our analysis does not support the criticism that
anomlc theory explalns utilitarlan delinquency better than
it does nonutilitarian delinguency. When anomia is used as
an index of anomic conditions, both types of delinquency
are correlated to subjective anomie at a moderate level of
correlation. When discrepancies are used as indices of
anomlie little relation is found with elither type of
delinquent behavior. ‘

These findings do indicate the need for more research
aimed at identifying the dynamics that produce anomia as a
subjective response. Our data does not find much support
for the Mertonian thesis that anomie 1s a class-linked
phenomena. Nor do our findings suggest that delinquency
is a function of limited opportunity. These data do
indicate a falrily close tie between anomia and delinquency,
nowever, we are provided in this research with little
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evidence as to the source or cause of either. Hence, our
data seems to signal a need for further exploration of
these concepts.

CONCLUSION

The purpose of this investlgation has been to measure
the relation of social class to anomie and delinquent
behavior with the hope that some light might be shed on two
important theoretical issues. The firsﬁ 1ssue involved the
investigation of the extent of the empirical support of
Merton's thesis that the unequal distribution of opportunity
to reach cultvrally prescribed succers goals leads to
gréater anomic strains and pressures toward deviant behavior
in the lower strata of society. Secondly; this inquiry has
sought to investigate the criticlsm that anomic theory is
not adequate to explalin most juvenile delinquency which has
often been viewed as nonutilitarian in nature.

This inquiry found little support for the view that
anomie and delinquent behavior are class linked phenomena.
Qur analysis did imply greater discrepancies between
aspirations and their accessibility in the lower strata
than among the relatively higher classes. However, our
analysis did indicate that the lower strata students in
this sample were not greatly more inclined to feel that
opportunities to reach their goals were limited than was
true of the higher strata. Nor did cur analysis indicate
significantly higher frequency of anomia in the lower

strata. Similarly, neither utilitarian nor ncnutilitarian
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delinquency were found to be significantly greater in the
lower strata. This general lack of relationship between
these variables was fairly consistent among all sex-ethnic
subgroups'despite the fact that high success goals and
values seemed to characterize All subgroups.

In turmn, nelther anomia nor delinguent behavior was
found to be significantly related to our discrepancy
meésuréments. In general, neither discrepancies between
stqdept's asplrations and background status, nor discrep-
ancies betweed asplrations and expectations were found to
be related to either énomia or delinquency réteé. In the
few cases ﬁhere a significant relationship did appear
between these variables, the direction of éhe relationship
was exactly‘opposité to what one would expect on the
basis of Merton'!s thesis. Thus, our analysis offers no
support for the assumption that anomie and pressures
tcward deviant behavior are functions of a disjunction
between aspirations and structurally limited avenues to
reach these goals. In fact, the tendency or trend revealed
by our analysls suggests that anomia and delinquency are
more common among students which may be experiencing the
least disjunction between these two socio-culﬁural factors.

Success values and high aspirations were also found
to be negatively related to both anomia and delinquent
behavior. iAnomie and deviant behavior, therefore, appear
to be more of an influence in determining the goals a

person will pursue rather than the results of high
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asplration as Durkheim has suggested, or a product of
discrepancies between goals and means to reach these goals
as Merton has suggested. Hence, our wnalysis does not
find a great deal of support for Merton's theory of anomie
as a class-linked phenomena, at least, among high

school students.

Turning to the second objective, our analysis found
little support for the contention that delinquent behavior
is related to a disjunction between aspirations. However,
our,analysis did find a moderate relationship between
snomia and both utilitarian and nonutilitarian delinguency.
This suggests that, even though dlscrepancies do not
explain anomic responses, there is a relatibnship between

deviancy and a sense of frustration, futility and meaning-

.iéssﬁess,‘wﬁich are inherent in the measurement of anomia.

6ur data, however, do not provide'gny clues as to the
source of this social psychological syndrome measured by
the anomia scales.

The positive relationship between anomia and
delinquent behavior held true at all socio-economic
levels, although the degree of relationship was much
1ower.among Spanish American youth. .Hence, we conclude
from our analysls that anomia is related to juvenile
deviancy among Anglo American youthAand to a lesser
extent among Spanish American youth,'ahd that anomia is

equally predictive of utilitarian and nonutilitarian
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delinquency. 1In this sense, their is some support for
anomic theory as an explanation of deviant behavior, but
little support for the assumption that anomia is a
function of discrepancies between aspirations and means,
or that anomia 1s a class linked phenomena.

There are, however, certain limitations to this
research which.should be noted that may caution not to
set aside anomic theory too quickly as an explanation of
deviant behavior. In the first place, it i1s important to
note that anomic theory, as formulated by Merton, seems to
concentrate primarily on the lower strata where the
greatest barriers to success are experienced. Our sample
was drawn from upper division students at the high school
level. Since normal school drop out rates may be expecte&
in the five high schools embraced by this inquiry, it
stands to reason that young people to which this theory
méy be most clearly diiected are excluded from the sample
by the normal process of school withdrawal. 1In other
words,‘students that see thelr opportunities to success
through educational channels most limited may have
already withdrawn from school by the eleventh year.

Secondly, as we have noted earlier, the very faét
that these students are not confronted with immediate
decisions whiich will influence their future life chances
may mean thaﬁ the overall optimisim of these‘students
afe, in part, fantasy. The fact that they have not

encountered frustrations and failures in their strivings
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for success to the same degree that an older individual who

has experienced the actual competitioh and struggle for

‘success may, in part, be related to the general belief among

these students that the American class structure is open,
and that avenues to success are avallable to persons of all

soclo-economic backgrounds.

Both of these limitations may serve to nullify the sup-

port for Merton's formulation of anomic theory in this study,

which of course, signals the need for research that goes

beyond the narrow confines of this inquiry. However, within

the scope of this research, our analysls raises some
substantial evidence which places in gquestion the validity
of anomlc theory as a social class linked explanation of
juvenile delinquency. ‘

PROBLEMS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

.Several issues have been raised in this study which
call for further research. These issues have been noted
in the above analysis and will be summarized in this
section.

Qur analysis found falrly high frequencies of anomia
responses’ at all socio-economic status, as well as, a
moderate relationship between anomia and delinquent be-
havior. Our data, however, did not explain the source of
the social psychological responses referred to as anomia.
More work needs to be directed toward the investigation of

the nature and origin of anomia and alienation among high

school youth, and its relationship to deviant behavior;
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Secondly, we have noted the need to expand the
empirical test of Merton's theory beyond the narrow limits
of the universe used in this sample. More attention should
be directed toward youth who have withdrawn from school by
the late years of high school, and toward older youth who
are more immediately involved in the struggle for
success-goals.

Thirdly, we have noted a need to refine the concep-
tualization of anomic conditions by mere clearly identifying
the nature of youthful ambitions and the pressures of their
life produced by the peer influences and general dynamics of
youth culture. Our analysis suggests that the sources of
anomia are, no doubt, to be found in a much wider concep-
tual framework than is offered by Merton's formul:s? .on.

Fourthly, our survey indicates the crucial need for
deﬁelopment of more sophisticated measurements of anomic
conditions. As yet, existing tecﬁniques offer no more than
a symptomatic measurement of anomlc conditions. No
reliable or valid means of operationalizing anomic con-
ditions either objectively or subjectively have been
developed. In the present study, several measurements of
anomie h#ve been attempted, but the extent to which these
measurements actually constitute an epistemic link between
the world of experience and the realm of thought, without
destroying the true theoretical meaning, 1ls somewhat open
to question. Before a valid measurement of assumptions

underlying Merton's thesis can be accomplished, empirical
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techniques must be developed. It is, perhaps, in the
realm of operationalization of anomie that this inquiry
is weakest.

The uniqueness of science as a search for truth lies
in its efforts to establish epistemic correlations befween
the world of thought and the world of experience. The
crucial factor in the development of an adequate science of
deviant behavior is to concentrate more on varifying the
basic assumptions underlying our.theorebical systems by
establishing these links. This can be done only by
development of proper empirical processes that are cleariy
related to the logically derived concepts, It is quite
apparent that the development of anomic theory has seriously
suffered from failure to develop these necessary epistemic
links. For this reason, we believe that the empirical
investigation of anomic theory through the development of
better techniques of measuring crucial variables should ‘
receive greater attention in preference to continued

logical elaboration without proper verification.
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' APPENDIX

The question underlying the analysis in the present

study are only one part of a larger study. The items used :

in this study are llsted below. The numbers refer to the

4 item number in the original questlonaire.

3 1. Your sex is: Male
. T Female
e 2. Where do you live? ' ___on a farm

open country, but
not a farm
town (under 2500)
city

e T e e o

7. What is your father's occupation?

8. Wwhat is your mother's occupation?

Housewlife
¥ Other
i [Please be speclfic)

9. How many years of school have your parents completed?

; _ Mother Father

é 14. what i{s your family's national origin?

3

. Mother's Father's
i Family Family
B Japanese

% German

A English

g Mexican

i Latin American

§a Italian

£ Scandinavian

@. Spanish

% Indian

B Other - please specify

b

oiei®

o

R
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Check the following list of acts that you have

participated in within the last 12 months.

If you

have not committed such an act check "never".

Frequently More than Once Never

once

1. Stealing
(petty theft)

2. Stealing
- (money, property
3. Destruction of
property
4, Petting,Sexual
Intercourse
5. Disrespect toward
- teachers
6. Fighting
g. Truancy
. Physical violence

against teachers

9. Using profane or
obscens language

10. Using narcotics

1l. Drinking intoxicants

12. Joyriding

13. Burglary

14. Forged checks

15 Recelving
stolen property

16. Car theft

17. Glue sniffing

18. Shoplifting

19. Gas Siphoning

20. Other, specify:-

In selecting a job, which of the following would be most

important?

a. a job where you could afford a nicer house
b. & job where all workers are treated the same
c. a job where the latest sclentific methods

are used

d. a job where you could use your talents to

maximum advantage

¢
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.89, In judging a neighbor, which of the following is
- mmtimomwm? :

a. one who is l1lnoked up to in the communlty because :
of what he hes done '

b. one who relies on the latest scientific developments

G. the beauty and comfort of hls home

d. a man who always stands up for what he thinks is
right

60. 1In ralsing children, which of the following 1s most y
important to teach them?

a. the importance of science

b. to seek to excell in some activity

c. the advantage of nard wo ..

d. the importance of constructive use of their time

61. The most successful man is one who:

Fa a. stays out of debt L
- . ~b. nakes lots of money ;
c. possesses material comforts 4
d. works hard

L2 62. In being a member of an organization the most important
g thing to be is:

a. a leader

b. a hard working member

c. free to express your own opinions

d. certain that you belong to the group

63. In raising children, which of the following is most
important?

a. provide them with a good education
b. provide them with all the things they want
c. protect them from the problems of 1life as long
as possible i )
d. give them careful religious training in your faith

HRRLRE
«

64. A truly good person is one who:

a. cares for his parents

b. is practical and efficient

c. stays with things that are tried and true
d. has made great contributions to mankind

S
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65.

66.

232

In selecting a job, which of the following would be‘

- most important?

a. a job which relies on metheais whlch are tried and
true :

b. a job which places merit. on hard work

c. a job where you will be Judged on your individual
merits

d. a job where you could 1live 4ccording to your
religious belief )

In judging a neighbor, which of the following 1s most
important? “

* a. that he 1s not too different,from others

68.

69.

70.

b. how much of a family man he isg
c. how practical his ideas are
d. how hard He works

Which is the most important source of-information
about raising children?

a. child psychologist

b. minister, priest, or rabbi (according to his own
faith)

c. your owin parents

d. strictly your own judgment

The most successful person is one who:

a. 1s a good parent

b. treats all persons the same

c. lives by the traditions of his community
d. is not too different: from others

In becoming a member one should choose an organization
which: .

a. 1s accepted by your family

b. 1s respected by your friends

c. gives no one special consideration because of
race, creed, family or indiwvidual differences

d. honors your religious beliefs

In raising children, which of the following is most
important to teach them?

a. respect for parents

b. to accept our traditions

c. to treat everyone equally

d. not to be too different from others
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3 73.

Th.

44 et et
%

75.

i

76.

“b. quits wails ne is ahead
Cc.-lives a davared religlous life

o v o233

The “tru}yg&:d 'gerson is one who:

a..1s not mmduly _nfluencea by others

d. treats everyone the same in spite of race,
-religiczs or individual differences

In selectizz a 7sb, which of the following woulsd e

P

most imporxzant?

a. a ,job'u:are ¥ou could be near your parental fzatly
b. permanecce ©f e job

c¢. opportrizy for advancement

d. that yoir friends would consider it a better Itk

In judging & meizfbor, which of the following is
most imporcant?

a. a man 2o stays with traditional ways most of zhe
time

b. 1 man wxo cenducts his personal affairs with toe
least % cssible

C. a man w3 s all others equally

d. a man W=z h2s a strong religious faith

In raising chilzZren, which of the following is mzsz
important te tesch them? -

a. not to take itmagcessary risks

b. always tc stzng up for what they think is righz
c. to enjoy coxforts to their fullest

d. to believe in God

The most smccessful person is one who:

a. does tte best with what he has

b. stands = for what he thinks is right

c. keeps =z with che latest scientific developmenzs
d. has a £szepy religious faith

In becomisg a rember one should choose an organizzsian
which:

a. stays with programs that are tried and true

b. has an elficient and pracvical prograa

c. keeps you informed on the latest scientific
develormenss

d. emphasizes leisure and comfort
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77.

78.

87.

88.

89.
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A truly good person is one who:

a. expresses confidence in the sclentific achieve-
ments of his day

b. 1s not too different from his group

c. appreciates and enjoys the comforts of an
easier life

d. works hard

In raising children, which of the following is most
important to teach them?

-
.

a. the value of thrifty use of time and nmoney
b. not to:rtreat individual perscons differently
~ because of individual differences
¢. to work hard ' ‘
d. that the opinions of friends are good gulides
for behavior. .

EDUCATIONAL AND GCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATLONS
Do you plan to graduate from high school?

yes

___no

If you w2re free to choose would you like to continue
your educatlon beyond high school?

yes
__no

IF YES, in what manner?
Junior college
- Four year college
7 Technical training school
Trade school
Other, specify:

Do you actually plan to continue your education beyond
high school?

yes
no

IF YES, in what way?
Junior college
___Four year college
~ Technical training school
Trade school
Other, specify:




235

"90. How do you stand scholastically when compared with
the other students in your class?

___Upper 1/3

o . "T""Middle 1/3
W Lower 1/3

"

S . 91; It you were completely free to choose, what occupation
- would you like to follow?

. 92l What occupatlon do you actually nlan to follow?

93, How much education would your parents like you to have?

Finish high school Technical training school

Junior college ) Trade school

Four year college ____Professional training,
o : (Doctor

94. What vocation would your parents like you to go into?

{
{
3
§
k3
A
3
ES
#,
P

ANOMIA

Incircle the answer that best describes your attitude toward
these statements.

l. It does no good to talk to teachers when a student is in
danger of getting a low grade.
SA-A-U-D-SD
2. A teenager should live for today, because it does him no
good to worry about the future.
SA-A-U-D-SD
3. There are practically no adults who help the teenager
with his problems these days.

: SA-A-U-D-SD

: L. It is hardly falr to bring children into the world with
g the way things look for the future.

‘ SA-A-U-D-SD

1 5. These days a person doesn't really know whom he can

count on. SA-A-U~D-SD
6. Often, a teenager is forced to do things he would not do
if it were left up to him.
SA-A-U-D-SD
7. In this city, it is not important how much you know,
but who you know, SA-A-U-D-SD
8. Hard work is not enough to get ahead; it's all a matter
of luck. - 8A-A-U-D-8D
9. A person should always obey the law, even though it
means fallure to achieve one's goals.
SA-A-U~D-SD
10. Everyone has an equal opporiunity to achieve success.
SA-A-1J-D-SD
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