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ABSTRACT OF THESIS 

SOCIAL CLASS) ANOMIE AND DELINQUENCY 

During the past three decades, the theory of anomie 

has become one of the leading explanations of devian~ be­

havior in contemporary theory. Sociological interest in 

the theory has been great because it offers an explanation 

of deviant behavior within the context of the larger society 

and its social structure, rather than as a product of 

biological or individual psychological fa~tors. As is often 

the case with seminal ideas of this nature, there has been 

a tendency to reify the relation of anomie to deviant be-

havior as something given, without subjecting it adequately 

to empirical investigation required to test it. 

The present investigation has focused on the relation 

of social class to anome and delinquent behavior, with the 

hope that some light might be shed on two important theore" 

tical issues surrounding anomic the0ry. The fi~rst issue 

involves the investigation of the extent of the empirical 

support of Robert Merton's thesis that the unequal dist ri­

bution of opportunity to reach culturally prescribed success 

goals leads to greater anomi~ strains and pressures toward 

deviant behavior in the lower strata of society. The secend 

issue concerns the criticism that anomic theory may explain 

utilitarian adult crime, but is unable to explain most 

juvenile delinquency, which is often viewed as primarily 

nonutilitarian in nature. 
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In part, at least, this study is a rep1i~ation of 

earlier studies that have treatecl these issues. Huwever, 

in -t;hj s study we have attempted to go beyond most earlier 

studies by performing simultaneous measurements of social 

class, success values, anomie and delinquent behavior j • which 

apparently has not been previously underta.ken. 

From our analysis of t~e responses of 403 eleventh 

grade students in the Rocky Mountain area to our question­

aire, we found: 1) ,""r.l.irly strong support for Merton's thesis 

that the inculcation of success values are patterned charac­

teristics which cross-cut subgroup differences; 2) strong 

support for the hypothesis that discrepancies between aspir-

ations for success and means to success are negatlvely re­

lated to social status; 3) no support for the hypothesis 

that either anomie as a subjective experience or delinquency 

are more common in the lower strata of society; 4) no rela­

tionship between our measurement of discrepancies' between 

aspirations and their accessibility 'and subjective anomie or 

delinquent behavior; 5) a moderate relationship between both 

utilitarian and nonuti1itarian delinquency and subjective 

anomie. Hence, the conclusions of this research are that 

anomie and delinquent behavior are not class linked phenom­

ena, and that there is ~ significant relationship between 

subjective anomie and both utilitarian and nonutilitarian 

delinquent behavior. 

iv 

Leslie David WilC.ox 
SOciology Department 
colorado state University 
Ft. Collins, Colorado 80521 
June, 1969 

i: 



.' 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

In the planning and p:;,'eparation of' this paper., I 

acknowledge with pleasure many direct and indirect contri­

butions. Throughout the early development of' the research, 

Professor Manuel Alers-14om;alvo generouslY contributed 

time and counsel in refinement of both the theory and 

methods underlying this study. His commitment to high 

standards in scientific inquiry has made the preparation 

of this report a profound learning experience. The data 

of this study are a by-product of a larger study sponsored 

by the Colorado Cooperative Extension service of which 

Dr. Alers-Montalvo was projec~ director. 

We owe a special uebt of gr,atitude to ,Professor 

Emmit Sharp whose ad·vice and direction in the latter 

stages of the preparation of' this study re~d~r.ed it pos­

sible to bring it to completion. His supervision of' the 

final writing of this report tOOk. long hours and greatly 

strengthened the methodological procedure and analysis. 

The study has also benef'ited from the reaction and 

guidance of a number of the Colorado State University 

faculty. Among the many who lent constructive advice at 

various stages in the development of' this st udy, special 

considerations were offered by Carl Birl~, Glen Dildine, 

wyal Ha.rtman and Rex Rehnberg. 

v 

'I' 
, : 
, , 

'.;. 

:1 

,. 

I·' 
" 



This study has also benefited from the early 

influence and inspiration of .Professor Charles E. Ramsey 

who was especially instrumental in stimulating the ori­

ginal interest in the subject of this research. 

I wish especially to thank my wife, Maureen, for 

assistance in all phases of this study. 

vi 



I, 
~ 

J:l 
U I, 

~ q 

:1 I )1 
II 
I! 

Ii 
'1 

l 
I' 

11 
ij \; TABLE OF CONTENTS II 
:1 
(j 
\, 

" !l Chapter ~ 'I 

I. THE PROBLEM . . . . · · · 1 

A. Theoretical Importance 1 
B. Practical Importance 4 

\ II. THEORErICAL BACKGr;:)UND 7 li 
\: 

ii A. Historical Background · · · 7 \; 
lj B. Durkheim's concept of Anomie 11 
,1 C. Merton's Concept of Anomie 16 
j-l · n D. Adaptations to Anomie 19 
1-; · . · · 
'I E. Social Class and Anomie . · · · 23 
I, 
II F. The Theoretical Significance 27 
d G. Modifications and Extensions of 

I 
Anomic Theory . . · · · · 29 

H. Subjective and Objecti ve Anomie 38 
" 

I. Anomie, Anomia and Alienation · 44 
i: J. Summary I, 

I, 

It 49 
11 III. ANOMIC THEORY IN PREVIOUS RESEARCH 
\1 

~ A. Social Class and Anomie · 49 
B. Social Class and Success Values 53 

i\ C. Anomie and Delinquent Behavior 63 
" D. Current status of the Theory 72 

E. Theoretical Focus · 74 
F. General Hypotheses 76 

l~ 
IV. RESEARCH PROCEDURE · '. · · · · · 78 

~ A. Theoretical Objectives 78 
1\ B. Re'search Objectives · · 79 
II C. Operationalizing Variables · · ~ 81 

II 
D. SpeCific ffypotheses, • · . · · · · · 92 
E. Methodological Pr6cedure · · 0, 0 94 

! F. Measurement of Variables 100 
!.! 
Ii G.' Empirical Hypotheses · · · · 121 !': 
,I 
11 H. Statistical Procedure · . 127 
n 
!1 I 
! :' ) 

vU !.i 
1':' 

I, 
:) i~ 
~ n 

" i h. 

l 
r'!~ 
r' 'lj 
P,"4 



", , i 

v. FINDINGS . . . . . . . . . 
A. Hypothesis One 
B. Hypothesis Two 
C. Hypothesis Three 
D. Hypothesis Four 
E. Hypothesis Five 
F. Hypothesis Six. 
G. Hypothesis Seven 

VI. INTERPRETA'I'ION AND CONCLUSIONS 

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 
F. 

APPENDIX 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Social Class and Success Values 
Social Class and Anomie . . • . 
Social Class and Delinquent Behavior 
Anomie and Delinquent Behavior 
Conclusions • • • • . . • . 
Problems for Futher Research 

viii 

131 

1~3 
1 4 
154 
161 . . 176 
177 . 
179 

182 

184 
195 
202 
204 
208 
212 

229 

215 

f,; 1, 

J 

',','1,;" 

:J!::,' 

" 

" 

'\l 



II 
II 

!l' l 
1 

J' II 
!' 

!\ 
I' 
11 ,I 
H 
'I 
\1 
'[ 
i 

II. 

LIST OF TABLES 

SOCIAL CLASS COMPOSITION OF SAMPLE 
BY SCHOOL •.•••••..•.• 

SEX-ETfu1IC DISTRIBUTION BY SOCIAL 
CLASS • • • •. • • • • • • • • • • 

lx 

~02 

105 



I 
! 

CHAPTER ONE 

THE PROBLEM 

This research is a regional study in the AmerLcan 

society aimed at exploring the relation between social class, 

anomie and delinquent behavior among high school youth. 

THE THEORETICAL IMPORl'ANCE 

During the past three decades, the theory of anomie 

has become on::; of ".1e leading explanations of deviant be-

haviur in contemporary ~heory. Considerable interest has 

been 'Shown in the concept of anomie by sociologists because 

it offers an explanation of deviant behavior within the 

context of the larl7er society and its social structure, 

rather than as a product of biological or individual psy­

chological factors and psychiatric complexes. Robert 

Merton's theoretical treatment of anomie, purticularly, was 

one of a number of theories of deviant behavior developed 

in the past half century in opposition to biologically and 

psychoanalytically ori~~ted positions. l In the Mertonian 

sense, the theory of anomie focuses attention on the social 

lRobert K. Merton, nSocial Structure and Anomie " 
American Sociological Review, 3:672-682, October, 1938; 
"social Structure and AT1orci.e: Revisions and Extensions," 
in Ruth Nanda Anshem, The F~~ly: Its Function and Destiny 
(New York: Harper and ROW, 1949), pp. 2'75-312; "Social 
Structure and Anomie," pp. 101-194, in Robert K. Merton, 
Social Theory and Social structure, (Rev. ed. j New York: 
The Free Press of Glencoe, 1957). 
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structure of society for explanat.lons of deviant behavior. 

He considers deviant behavior to be the result of m~linte-

gration of society which produces a strain toward anomie and 

deviant behavior. 2 

The influence of this theor,r on contemporar,r sociology 

has been great. For instance, Albert Cohen asserts that, 

"Without any doubt, this body of ideas, which has come to 

be known as I anomic theor,r, I has been the most influential 

single formulation in the sociology of deviance in the last 

25 years, and Merton I s paper, in its original or revised 

versi?ns, is possibly the most frequent]~ quoted single paper 

in modern sociology" "3 As with many sociological theories, 

however, there has often been a tendency to reify the rela­

tion of anomie to deviant behavior as someth:Lng given, 

without subjecting it adequately to the findings of researcll 

on deviant behavior, or thoroughly analyzing the theoretical 

assumptions on which it is based. As is often the case with 

seminal ideas of this nature, the logical elaboration of 

this t;heor,r has considerably Dutdistan<!ed the empirical 

investigations required to test it. 

In reLent literature, some questions have arisen con­

cerning the empirical support of Merton I s hypothesis that 

2Merton, Social Theor,r and Social Structure, op cit., 
p. 162. 

3Albert Cohen, "Toward a Theor,r of Devia'1t Behavior: 
Continuities Continued," pa~er presented to session on 
deviant behavior, American Sociological Association meeting, 
August 28, 1963. 
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differenti al access to the various means of achieving success 

in the American society leads to greater' strains toward 

anomie and deviant behavior in the lower classes. Previous 

studies designed to test this hypothesis have produc,ed in­

conclusive and often contradictor,y results. 4 Sociologists 

generally recognize the need for more research to clarify 

the relationship between social class, anomie and deviant 

behavior. In part, the present research is a replication 

of these earlier studies using standardized measures of the 

sociologically significant variables. This study also 

proposes to measure a wider range of variables than have 

normally been undertaken in previous studies. 

There has also been some questions raised concerning 

the applicability of this theor,y to juvenile delinquent 

bf:havior. Cohen, for example has suggested that the theor,y 

~or a more detailed s.tatement of this ,problem see; 
1.eo Srole, "Social Integration and C~rtain Corollaries: An 
Explorator,y Study," A.rnerican Sociological Review., 21:709-
716, December, 1956: Alan H. Roberts and Milton Rokeach, 
"Anomie Authoritarianism, and Prejudice: A Replication. "Am­
erican Journal of Sociology, 61:355-358, Januar,y, 1956; _ -
Wendell Bell, "Anornie,Social Il}teraction, and the Class 
structure," socior::etR' 20: 105-106, June, 1957:; Dorothy 
Meier and Wendell Be . "Anomia and Differential Access 
to the Achievement of Life, Goals, "American Sociological 
Review., 24:189-208, April 1959; Harold Hizrucfii, "Social 
St,ructure and Anomie in a Small City," America"} Sociological 
Review., 25:645 654, October, 1960. See also n~s Success -­
and op ortunit : A Critical Examination 'Jf Class Structure 
and o~e ~n A~er~can soc~ety New Yor : T e Free Press of 
GlenclJe, 1904), pp. 49-50~ 
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of anomie provides a plausable explanation of the utilitarian 

criminal behavior of the professional adult criminal, but 

does not apply to most juvenile delinquent behavior which 

tends to be more nonutilitarian in nature. 5 A review of 

previous research in delinquent behavior clearly indicates 

a need for more thorough investigation of the relation be-

tween anomie and juvenile deviancy. The present study is 

focused on high school youth from various socio-economic 

backgrounds with the hope that some light may be shed on 

these theoretical contradictions. 

PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE 

Sociologists have long recognized that the growth of 

urban-industrial societies has normally been accompanied by 

increasing rates of social deviation such as delinquency, 

cri,me, drug addiction, alcholism, mental illness, sucide 

and social unrest. These features of the Gesellschaft 

type. society ,were reco~ized and treated by early sociolo­

gists such as Toennies,. Durkheim, Weber, Marx and Sitrunel as 

social pathologies resulting from the malintegration of 

co~lex societies. No matter what their source may be, 

the're is no doubt that these social problems are very much 

a part of modern societies, including the united states. 

One needs only to take note of the social criticisms being 

raised by the many and varied social movements which have 

5Albert Cohen, Delin~uent Boys: The Culture of the 
(New York: The Free ress of G~encoe, 19~5), p.3o. 
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-arisen in recent years to validate the claim that contem-

porary American society is characterized by a tendency 

toward general social unrest and mass dissatisfaction with 

current social processes and social institutions. 

So much of this lack of commitment and alienation from 

societal standards seems to be expressed by youthful members 

of society. Social and political leaders, recognizing the 

sometimes explosive nature of this disconLent have responded, 

sometimes grudgingly and sometimes frantically, by pouring 

more and more money into poorly planned programs that hedge 

on the problem but rarily make meaningful progress in re 

solving these strains toward deviance. To a great extent 

the failure to effectively treat these problems has re­

sulted from a general lack of understanding of the true 

source of the problem on the part of both social and poli­

tical leaders. Social Scientists have offered little help 

in these areas of concern because of the lack of any 1n-

tegrated and tested theory that can lay \ laim to being a 

. -sociology of deviant behavior. There have been many 

theoretical formulations that, like anomie theory, attempt 

to explain causal factors in deviant behaviorJ but very 

often these are conflicting evaluations that present a 

confused picture to persons responsible for the treatment 

of deviant behavior. 

The theory of anoruie is one theor1ctical attempt to 

explain deviancy by using sociological concepts. It has a 

great deal of appeal to students of modern society bec11-use 
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anomie is assumed to be largely a phenomenon of the complex 

industrial society. Before it can be accepted as a meaning­

fUl and reliable guide to social programs aimed at treatment 

of social deviation of any type it must be put to the test 

of experience and, either validated and refined, or discard-

ed on the basis of empirical evidence. This research is 

aimed at generating some e';idence which we hope will throw 

some new light on the reliability of the theory of anomie 

as a guide to action programs in the treatment of juvenile 

delinquency. 
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CHAPl'ER TWO 

THEOREI'ICAL BACKGROUND 

Thea.im of this chapter is to review briefly .the 

historical. development and current status of the theory of 

anomie. The meaning of 'anomie,' like that of so many other 

sociological concepts, has undergone many changes at the 

hands of differen:c authors. In this chapter, we will make 

no attempt to review the total confused history of the term, 

but will concentrate primarily on the main line of develop-

ment,of wlomic theory, namely, the work of Durkheim, Merton, 

and other recent contributors" who have extended and modi­

fied these earlier statements ot the theory. 

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The concept of anomie was first introduced into 

sociological. literature by Emile Durkheim in 1893, when he 

made passing allusion to anomie in The Divisions of Labor 

in Society.l The concept played a relatively small part in 

ids total theory of. the divisions of labor. It was in his 

classic study of suicide, which appeared four years latt:r, 

that the concept of ~.omie took on its great importance in 

lEmile Durkheim, The 
trans. George Simpson (~N~e~w~~~~;r~F~r-e;e~p~r~e~s~s~o~~~~· 
Glencoe, 1947). 
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Durkheim's theoretical presentation, but j_n a considerably 

revised fonn. 2 

The term anomie apparentl~ had been in use in the 

English language prior to Durkheim's adoption of it. ,for 

his theoretical writings. According to the Oxford English 

Dictionary, the tenn entered the English language during the 

sixteenth century and was used by William Lambarde in his 

historical writings to refer to conditions that bring 

"disorder, doubt and unce:ctainty." It was also used by 

seventeentt, century theologians to describe a "life 

without law. ,,3 

The ternt anomie is, apparently, borrowed from the 

Greek language. The Greek word anomos is normally tra'1s­

lated "lawlessness. ,,4 Mizruchi has noted an inte.L'esting 

sidelight to the term anomie pointing out that the Greek 

root ~ meaning "custom," "way," "practice, II and "law," 

became the Latin mos, the singular of "mores II or "nonn" in 

the work of William Sll-mner. The prefix ~ is the Greek word 

meaning "no, II and converts the tenn to its opposite~ 

2Emile Durkheim, Suicide, trans. John A. Spaulding and 
George Simpson (New York: The Free Press ot Glencoe, 1951). 

30xford English Dictionary, (London: Oxford Uni versiw 
Press, 1933). 

4Henry Liddell and Robert Scott. A Greek English 
Lexicon, rev. Henry S. Jones (London: OXford University PreAS, 
1961), pp. 146-147; Joseph H. Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon 
(New York: American Book Co., 1886), pp. 48-49. 
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IIlawlessness." In this sense, it seems qUite reasonable 

that Durkheim would use the term anomie in his work to refer 

to a. state of normle·ssness. 

CKle interesting aspect 01' the historical deve:)..opment 

of the concept 01' anomie in sociological literature is the 

slowness with which it was adopted into ..:ommOI1 usage after 

its first introduction. Merton points out that a period 01' 

nearly thirty years elapsed after its fir~t introduction 

before Pitirim Sorokin called attention to Dur~1eim's usage 

in his Contemporary Sociological Theories" originally 

pub11shed in 1928. 5 Talcott Parsons was the next to give 

Durkheim's concept extensive treatment in The structure 01' 

Socia:±",.~ction in 1937. 6 The concept did not really take 

huid in sociology, however, until the publication of 

Merton's now famous paper IISocial structure and Anomie, II 

published in 1938. 7 Since 1938, approximately one hundred 

5Robert K. Merton, II Anomia, and Social Interaction: 
Contexts of ~viant Behavior, II in Marshall Clinard, ed., 
Anomie and Deviant Behavior: A Discussion and Critique 
(New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 19b4), pp. 214-215; 
Pitirim A. Sorokin, Contemporary Sociological Theories 
(NeW York: Harper Press, 1928). 

Oralcott Parsons, The Structure 01' Sncial Action 
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1937). 

7Robert K. Merton, IISocial Structure and Anomie II 
American Sociolo ical Review, 3:672 682, ectober, 1938: 
rev~se and extended in Rooert K. Merton, Social T~ 
and Social Structure, revised and enlarged edi~ion 
(Glencoe, Ill,; The Free Press, 1957), Chaps. 4 and 5, 
pp. 131 194. 
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significant theoretical and empirical treatese of anomie 

have been published showing the growing interest in the 

concept in recent years.8 

It is because of this growing interest in the concept 

of anomie, sponed by Merton's original and revised papers, 

that Albert Cohen asserts that the essay, "Social Structure 

and Anomie," has been "the most influential single formula­

tion in the sociology of deviance in the last 25 years. ,,9 

A great deal of the subsequent works have been theoretical 

extensions and revil:'ions of Merton's original formulation. 

The ~ost noteworthy con~r~bution sponed by Merton's earlier 

work is th~ theoretical extension of Merton's concept by 

Cloward and Ohlin, in which they have attempted to refor-

mulate his theory into a more comprehensive treatment of 

delinquent behavior. IO A number of studies have also ap­

plied the concept to an ever wi'dening inventory of deviant 

behavior, extending it far beyond the scope of suicide 

and criminality. 

8Merton, "A.'1om1e, Anomia, and Social Interaction," 
op cit., pp. 215 216. 

9Albert K. Cohen, "Toward a Theory of Deviant Behavior: 
Continuities Continued, I' A paper presented to sessions on 
deviant behavior, American Sociological Association meeting, 
August 28, 1963. 

10Richard A. Cloward, "Illegitimate Means, Ano~e'4 and 
Deviant Behavior," American Sociological Review, 24: 16 -176, 
April, 1959; Richard A. Cloward and Ll.oyd E. Ohlin, De1in-

uency and ortlmity; A Theo of Delinquent Gan s (new 
York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 19bO . 
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DURICHEIM'S CONCEPI' OF ANOHIE 

So much of the work of Emile Durkheim was concerned 

with investigation of the problem of social cohesion. He 

was especially intere$ted in the modern industrial.society 

with high degrees of social differentiation, and how such 

complex societies maintain some sort of cohesion. The divi­

sions of labor and specialization of interests in complex 

societies, he felt, contributed greatly to social differen­

tiation. It was in relation to these problems of' differen-

tiation brought about by industrialism that Durkheim first 

used:the term anomie. He used the term in his first major 

work, The Divisions of Labor in Society, to refer to 

malintegration growing OU.t of industrial crises, conflicts 

between labor and capital, and the increasing specialization 

of science. ll ~e. saw anomie arising because the complex 

division's of labor of industrial societies prevent effective 

and meaningful contacts between its members, . and thereby, 

weaken the regulation of social relationships. 

The pathological forms and consequences of the divi­

sions of labor in industrial societies, which Durkheim 

associated with a state of anomie, occur when those who 

perform the various specia.lized functions in the divisions 

of labor are not in sufficiently in,;imate and continuous 

llDurkheim, The Divisions of Labor in Society, ~cit., 
Book 3~ Chapter 1, pp. 353-373. 
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interaction with one another to permit the gradual develop­

ment of a system of common rules and understandingr.. In the 

absence of such rules, unpredictability and uncertainty are 

magnified. Hence the bodY of common rules which he. believed 

to be the principal mechanism for the regulation of the re-

lationships among the elements of the social system, are 

broken down. It was this condition that Durkheim called 

"anomic divisions of labor." 

The concept of anomie played a. relatively small part 

in The Divisions of Labor in Society. The term was used 

more ,in a descripti ve sense to describe one of the abnormal 

forms which results in imperfect organic solidarity in 

industrial so::ieties. It was in his study of suicide that 

the concept took on its great importance in his treatment 

of complex societ;)'. In his treil-tise on suicide Durkheim 

distinguished three principal types of suicide, one of which 

was suicide anomique. 12 From the statistical data available 

to him he observed that suicide rates varied concomitant 

with the 'business cycle. He observed ·that suicide increased . . 
not only ;i.n times of depression, but also in times of rapid­

ly increasing prosperity. Durkheim explained both of these 

trends as the result of' persons suddenly being thro.wn O.ut of 

adjustment with thei.r typical pattern of life. In times of 

depression people's customary standard of living can no 

12nurkheim, Suicide, op cit., Book 2, Chapter 5, pp. 
241 276. Quotations and references in this section are 
primarily from. pp.. 247-257. 
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longer be met, resulting frequently in shame, frustration, 

desperatiorrand fut:!,.li ty. It seems reasonable to assume 

that such conditions might produce high suicide rateg~ out 

why should prosperity produce similar results? It .was in 

his attempt to answer this puzzeling question that Durkheim 

formulated his theory of anomie .13 

According to Durkheim, human wants are in principle 

infinitely expa."1dable. 14 There is no "natural" limit to 

what men might crave. The lilnits to men's desires are, 

therefore, not set by biology, as in thr ~ase of lower 

animals, but by social rules that define what one is legi-

timately entitled to have. These regulatory norms are in-

corporated into ~he individual conscience where they 

regulate and discipline men's natural appetites. It is 

only when men I s desires are so regulated, according to 

Durkheim, that it is possible for men to have a sense of 

satisfaction and fulfillment. However, an abrupt growth 

.of power and wealth upsets, for many people, these customary 

definitions of socially acceptable levels of aspirations. 

When a considerable number of persons achieve sudden pros-

perity which they thought impossible to achieve, Durkheim 

asserted, they tend to no longer believe in the impossibilty 

of anything. Thus, the breakdown of controls over man's 

desires in a society and of socially approved norms and 

l3Ibid., pp. 245-246 

l4Ibid., p. 253. 
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standards, particularly when the change is abrupt, gives 
'. 

rise to 5i tuations which may lead to suicide, It was to 

this type of suicide that Durkheim gave the name "anomic 

suicide. "15 He showed empirically that there was a high rate 

of such suicide among those who are wealthy as well as 

among those who have experienced social disruption such as 

divorce. A sudden upward change in the standard of living 

or the breakup of a marriage puts norms in flux. Such con-

di tions become functionally equi valent to depres sions, in 

which the regulatory function of the collective order is 

no lcnger meaningful. 

In the Durkheimian sense, then, anomie results from a 

breakdown in the regulation of goals such that men's aspira­

tions become unlimited. 16 Unlimited aspirations, he 

believed create a constant pressure for deviant behavior. 

Anomie, therefore, refers to a state in which social norms 

no longer control men's actions, This state of anomie, 

Durkheim pointed out, is particularly characteristic of 

the industrial world which is marked, by a tendency toward 

unlimited goals brought about by rapid technological 

developments and the existence of vast unexploited markets 

which excite the imagination by presenting apparently in­

finite possibilities for the accumulation of wealth. 17 

l5~., p. 253: pp. 264 276. 

l6~., p. 247. 

l7~., pp. 253 257 
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Durkheim also suggests that the expanding possibi­

lities for the acquisition o.f wealth, characteristic of 

burgeoning indLlstrialism, is reinforced in many western 

societies by ideologies that place emphasis on acquisi­

tiveness and ambitIon. l8 It is precisely these cultural 

emphases upon infini t.e or "receding goals" that, in 

Durkheim's opinion, put a strain upon the regulatory ap-

paratus of the society. For if men are never satisfied 

with their position in the social hierarchy, if they are 

driven by unrealistic desires to improve their lot in life, 

then they may cease to be bo~d by the prevailing rules of 

the society, in which case a state of anomie or normless-

ness exists. 

Durkheim seems to view social life in industrial 

societies as a paradox. The very cultural emphases on 

achievement and high aspirations that underly the social 

order of industrial societies also result in disorder. l9 

He argues that the cultural emphasis on unlimited success­

goals tends to solve some problems of motivation in the 

industrial situation, but it also creates new problems. The 

constant pressures to achieve increasingly higher aspira­

tions result in a pervasive feeling of position discontent 

producing acute pressures for deviant behavior. Thus) 

unlimited or unregulated aspirations of the industrial order 

18f£!£., pp. 250-251. 

19Ibid., p. 251. 
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exerts intense pressures toward disorder because they are, 

uy definition, unachievable, and thereby, a source of 

"uninterrupted agitation." Anomie, in the Durkheimian 

sense, can then be defined as a state of norrnlessness which 

arises when disruption of the collective order allows man's 

aspirations to arise beyond all possibility of their ful­

fillment. 20 Discipline and regulation is not imposed by 

society. There are no social norms to define the ends of 

action which are meaningful to people in anomie situations. 

Persons aspire to goals which they either cannot attain or 

find difficult to reach, producing strains toward deviation. 

MERTON'S CONCEPT OF ANOMIE 

Du;~kheim' s use of anomie was far from preCise and has 

produced considerable confusion. His pioneering work on the 

conditions that contribute to a breakdown in social control 

was greatly advanced b;)' TIobert Merton in his paper, "Social 

Structure and Anomie. ,,21 Merton's tr,eatment Of anomie has 

been derived directly from Durkheim's earlier work, but is 

broader in orientation and more specific in application. 

Like Durkheim, Merton was concerned with the task of account­

ing for the emergence of deviant behavior. He, however, 

expanded Durkheim's view, that a sltuation of normlessness 

may arise from a malintegration of aspirations and a break-

down of regulatory norms, into a general principle that the 

20Ibid., p. 253. 

2lMerton, Social Theory and Social Struc:ure, ~. 
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social structure exerts a definite pressure upun certain 

persons in a society to engage in devia~t behavior. 22 

Merton broadened the application of anomie beyond suicide, 

in an effort to explain not only Suicide, but crime,. de­

linquency, mental disorder, alcoholism, drug addiction, and 

many other disorders in normative behavior. 

In explaining anomie and del!iant behavior, Merton 

concentrated on the social order rather than on the indi-

vidual. He rejected earlier tendencies, partly character-

istic of D~rkheim's work, to consider man's innate desires 

as the source of ~tivation toward.unattainable goals, I . 

.' 
arguing instead, that men's. aspirations are induced by the 

social structure. 23 In outlin.ing how social structure 

induces deviations, Merton distingui~hes between the cUl­

tural structure and the social structure of societ~. The 

cultural structure, he asserts, consists of values and norms, 

Which define the approved ends toward which men orient 

themselves and the apfoved ways in which they reach out for 

these ends. 24 The social.structure, on the other hand, 

consists of the patterned sets of relationships in which 

people are involved, such as the differentiation of people 

into social classes on the basis of wealth, power or 

prestige. The social structure determines the actual 

22Ibid., pp. 131-132. 

23!p.i!!. 

24Ibid ., p. 162. 
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distribution of the facilities and opportunities for achiev­

ing the cultural goals in a manner compatible with the 

regulatory norms. These are what Merton refers to as the 

"institutionalized means. 1125 

Anomie, therefore, is not, in the Mertonian sense, 

merely the result of unregulated goals, as Durkheim asserts, 

but arises as a result of a breakdown in the relationship 

between goals and legitimate avenues of access to them. 26 A 

stable society is one in which goals and institutionalized 

means are fairly well integrated. An unstable society) in 

contrast, is one in which these two elements are out of 

balance. This disjunction between goals and means leads, 

in t 11m, to a weakening of men's commitment to either the 

culturally prescribed goals or institutionallz'ed means. In 

either case, the resultant situation is what M,erton refers 

to as a state of anomie, or. ~ sta~e of normlessness: anomie 

is "conceived as a breakdown in the . cultural structure, 

occurring particularly when there is an acute disjunction 

between cultural norms and goals, and the socially structured, 

capacities of members of the group to act in accord with 

them."27 Merton, like ?urkheim,. sees a paradox in the, s,.. . .J.al 

life of modem soc:):eties, for he adds that "cultural values 

may help to produce behavior which is at odds with the 

25Ibld. 

26Ibid • 

2'tlbld., p. 162. 
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mandates of the values themselves. "28 For malintegration of 

cultural goals and institutionalized means, in which social 

structure prevents what the cultural structure encourages, 

can lead to a breadkown of the normative system, and .the 

development of a situation of normlessness. 

ADAPrATION TO ANOMIE 

The aspect of Merton's formulation of the theory of 

anomie that has, perhaps, stimulated the most interest in 

recent sociological literature is his discussion of ways in 

which persons adapt to a situation where legitimate means 
I 

to reach goals are not readily available to him. This 

brings us to his treatment of the modes of adaptation to 

anomic situations which often result in deviant behavior. 

Anomie, a~cording to Merton, is a condition which 

exerts acute pressures toward deviant behavior. Deviant 

behavior, in turn, is to be viewed as a predictable con­

sequence of anomic situations: "Aberr.ant behavior may be 

regarded sociologically as a symptom of dissociation between 

culturally prescribed aspirations and soc:la.lly structured 

avenues of realizing these aspiraM.0ns. ,,29 A condition of 

anomie is characterized by a disjunction between cultural' 

.goals,and institutionalized means. This disjunction, 

according to Merton, 'produces social psychologic&~ strains 

28Ibid • 

29Ibid. 
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on the individual resulting in a weakening of men's com­

mitment to either, or both, the culturally prescribed goals 

or the institutionalized means.30 Thus, when confronted 

with an anomie situation, a person can either accept,or 

reject the institutionalized means, or they may either 

accept or reject the (ultural goals. The acceptance or 

rejection of one apparen·tly does not necessarily influence 

what one does in regard to the other. We have, therefore, 

two variables, each of Which has both a positive or negative 

value signifying the acceptance (+) or rejection (-) of the 

prevai~ing value. This results in the following paradigm 

of modes of adaptation to a state ot: anomie: 31 

TYPOLOGY OF MODES OF INDIVIDUAL ADAPTATION 

MODES OF ADAPTATION*CULTURAL GOALS*INSTI'rllrIONALIZED MEANS 

CONFORMITY + + INNOVATION + 
RITUALISM + RETREATISM 
**REBELLION + + -
**The symbol (:) indicates re,jection of prevailing values 
and substitution of new values. 

The'first of these adaptations, conformity, is the 

most common mode of adapt ation in any society. Conformity 

to both cultural goals and institutional means is necessary 

for the majority of a society's population if social order 

1s to be maintained. The remaining modes of adaptation are 

30Ib1d., pp. 139-140; p., 162. 

31Ib1d., p. 140. 



; \ 

~ \ ! 

21 

all varieties of deviant behavior. Ritualists (e.g., 

bureaucrats who slavishly follow the rules without regard 

for the mission or ends for which they were designed) make 

a virtue of overconformity to the institutionalized 'norms 

at the price of underconformity to the culturally prescribed 

goals. Retreatists (e.g., tramps, chronic drunkards, a.'1d 

drug addicts) withdraw from the drive to "get ahead" by 

abandoning both goals and means. The Rebels (e.g., members 

of revolutionary social movements) withdraw allegiance to 

the cultural and social system th.ey consider undesira~le or 

unjust and seek to reconstitute the society with a nHW set 

of goals and prescriptions for attaining them. The last 

mode of adaptation, the innovators (e.g., professional 

thieves, white-cellar criminals, cheaters, juvenile 

delinquents) adhere to the goals but reject '~":! normatively 

prescribed means. 32 

In this research our attention is "focused primaril.,· 

on this latter type of adaptation as it may be expressed 

in delinquent behavior. Such a form of adaptation pre­

supposes that individuals have been inadequately socialized 

with respect to cultural goals emphasizing success­

aspirations: 

"Great cultural emphasis upon the success 
goal invites this mode of adaptation through 
the use of institutionally proscribed but often 
effective means of attaining at least the 
simulacrum of success, wealth and power. This 

32Ibid., pp. 141-157. 

;'1···. 
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response occurs when the individual has 
assimilated the cultural emphasis upon the 
goal without e~ually internalizing the in­
stitutional norms gQyerning ways and means 
for its attainment. jj 

Thus, innovative behavior takes place when men are overly 

committed to culturally prescribed success goals, and, at 

the same time, the social structure limits their access to 

these lofty aspirations. The strain produced by this dis­

junction results in a. weakening of men~s commitment to the 

institutional norms, producing acute pressures toward 

deviant behavior. Merton further suggests that deviant 

behav:ilOr, such as crime and Juvenile delin~uency, is "a 

normal response to a situation where the cultural emphasis 

upon pecuniary success has been absorbed, but where there 

is little access to conver!' ':'onal and legitimate means for 

becoming successful. "34 These pressures tend to result in 

the gradual reduction in efforts to use legitimate means 

and the increased experimentation and implimentation of 

means that are not institutionally prescribed, and often 

illegitimate. Hence, Merton's formulation directs the 

investigator's attention toward a search for those points 

in the social structure where malintegration of culturally 

goals and institutional means are most acute. 

It should be noted that Merton does not attempt to 

explain all types of delin~uent behavior by anomie. In his 

33Ibid., p. 141. 

34Ibid., p. 145. 
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revision of his original paper, he clearly recognized that 

various types of oehavior are included in the legal rubrics 

of delinquency and crime, and therefore, that "th,e foregoing 

theory of anomie is designed to account for some, not all, 

forms of deviant behavior customarily described as criminal 

or delinquent. 35 It should also be recognized that not all 

forms of innovation are to be considered illegitimate. Many 

innovations are functional contributions to society. Entre-

preneurial behavior, for example, is very ofte!'l innovative 

in character, and alGO, important in a society's economic 

growth. 

SOCIAL CLASS AND ANOMIE 

In ~s writings, Merton confines his analysis of social 

structure and anomie to societies like Arneric'a where certain 

success-goals tend to be st res sed without a similar emphasis 

on institutional means to obtain them. He especially asserts 

that American culture places heavy emphasis on the desir­

ability of accumulating great wealth' as a syYr.bol of success 

without a correspcnding emphasis on using legitimate ~eans 

to reach these goals. 36 The discrepancy between the social 

emphasis on material success and failure to err:.phasize the 

appropriate means of attaining this goal is, according to 

Merton, greater for those social strata with the least 

access to legitimate means for achieving them. 37 Hence, by 

35~., p. 178. 

36Ibid., pp. 166-176. 
37~., pp. 144-149. 
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focusing attention primarily on the class structure, Merton 

is led logically to hypothesize that the impact of anomie is 

greater among the lower classes in American society than 

among the higher classes. 38 

Correspondingly, Merton further assumes that rates of 

deviant behavior within a given society vary by social class 

and by racial and ethnic groups, concentrating more heavily 

in the lower strata of society. The support for. this as­

sumption, of course, rests primarily on the validity of the 

proposition that the strain "Coward anomie will, be differ­

entially distributed through the social system, becoming 

more heavily concentrated In the lower strata. For, Merton 

asserts that: 

"It is only when a system of cultural values 
extols, virtually above all else, certain common 
success-goals for the ~oDulation at large while 
the social structure r~gorously restr~c"Cs or 
completely closes access to approved modes of 
reaching these goals for a considerable part of 
the same population, that deviant behavior 
ensues on· a large scale. 1139 . 

It is in the lower strata where, according to Merton 

that the greatest restrictions on opportunities to achieve 

success are experienced. The opportunities of the lower 

class seem to be largely restricted to manual Jabor, and 

this is often stiguiatized in the American society. Thus, 

"the status of unskilled labor and the consequently low 

38Ibid., p. 144. 

39Ibid., p. 146. 
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income cannot readily compete in terms of established 

standards of worth with the promise of power and high 

income from organized vice, rackets and crime. "40 It is 

because of this, that Merton argues that crime and delin­

quency are normal responses to lower class situations. 41 

It is important to note, however, that from Merton's 

analysis, high frequency of deviant behavior among certain 

classes in American society cannc t be explained by a lack 

of opportunity alone, or by ~.xaggerated emphasis on high 

success goals alone. But, rather, it is the discrepancy 

between aspirations and accessibility of these culturally 

induced goals, resulting in a state of anomie, that produce 

extreme pressures toward deviation. In the American 

society, Merton argues, this condition is strengthened by 

a cultural emphasis on equality of opportunity which 

places a "high premium on economic affluence and social 

ascent for all its members," coupled with the limitations 

imposed by the social class structur'eJ·2 

It is also important; to rp.cognize that M~rton does not 

maintain that the idea,lized goal ')f economi~ affluence and 

social accent 1s .J1ternalized by all persons in the society 

irrespective. of· their social class or ethnic position. His . . . 
the-ory only suggests that a SUbstantial number or "a number 

40Ibid., p. 145. 

4~Ibid., p. ~45. 

42Ibld. p. 146. --- , 
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sufficiently large to result in a more frequent disjunction 

between goals and opportunity among·the lower class strata 

than among the upper class strata" need t9 be oriented 

toward these idealized goals. 43 Thus, from the empi~ical 
point or View, it is important to distinguish between 

absolute numbers o~ persons oriented toward these high 

goals and t.he relati ve proportion of each class. Merton 

believes that the relative proportion of persons in the 

lower strata oriented to the high success-goals of the 

Americ~~ society is great enough to produce a higher 

frequ~cy of deviant behavior in the lower strata. 

The logic of Merton r s argument, that the "greatest 

pressures toward deviation are exerted upon the lower 

strata," can be summarized as ~ollows:44 

1. "Incentives for success are provided (for 
all classes) by the established values of 
the culture ••• (providing) certain common " 

'success-goals for the population at large. 

2. "The avenues available for moving toward 
this goal are largely limit'ed by the class 
st ruct ure. " 

3. It 1s the disjunction between the cultural 
norms and goals and the socially structured 
capacities of members of the group to act 
in accord with them or an anomie condition 
that produces acute pressures for deviation. 

4. "Of those located in the lower reaches of 
the social structure, the culture makes 
incompatible demands. On the one hand, 

43~., p. 174. 

44Ibid., p. 144-146. 
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they are asked to orient their conduct 
toward the prospects of large wealth ..• 
and on the other, they are largely denied 
effective oPportunities to do so 
institutionally. " 

5. Therefore. "The greatest pressures toward, 
deviation are exerted upon the lower strata." 

. THE THEORETICAL SIGNIFICAl'fCE 

Merton's reformulation of Durkheim's concept of anomie 

has offered several important contributions to the develop­

ment of the theory of anomie. In their discussion of 

Merton's theory, Cloward and Chli~ have pointed out three 

major' contributions that are of j,I:11lortance to the problem 

of this research. 45 First, Mer+.on's conceptual refinements 

nenable us to expand our inqUiry to include the results of 

striving for l1mjte->, goals when the possibilities of 

achieVing them legitimately are also limited. ,,46 Durkheim 

emphasized the unlimited nature of aspirations in a bur­

geoning industrial society as the source of anoIl1ie. The 

available evidence provided by previous stl. ,ies of aspira­

tions in the American society tend to indicate that people 

rarily aspire to reach for the top of the class hierarchy 

from relatively low socio-economic background. Rather. 

they seem to aim at ~ r'lpl'Oving their position one step at a 

time. From this data it seems safe to conclude that for 

45Cloward and Ohlin, Delinquency and Opportunity, 
op cit. ,pp. 83-85. 

46~., p. 83. 
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most people their immediate aspirations are 'limited. How­

ever, even limited aspirations can be a source of anomie if 

the discrepancies b('tween aspirations and their accessibility 

are acute. 

Merton's formulation also allows us to account for 

anomie in nthe normal functioning of society. 1147 Durkheim 

stressed causal factors such as economic crisis or social 

disruption brought about by rapidly expanding indust~ialism 

as causal factors in the breakdown of the regulation of 

aspirations. However, in Merton's formulation, disc repan-

cies hetween ambition and accessibility of goals can occur 

and exert pressures toward deviance without the conditions 

of economic crises or social crisis. Merton's refinement 

directs the attention of the investigator toward the 

relationship between these components of the cultural 

structure rather than toward exogamous pressures on the 

normative system. 

And final~, Merton's theory provides a concept ual 

formulation which allows the observer to make i'distinctions 

regarding the severity of pressures toward deviant behavior 

which originates at different points in the social 

structure. n48 It is this aspect of Merton's theory that is 

ot special interest to this study. For it is generally 

recognized that the actual distribution of facilities and 

47~., p. 84. 

48~., p. 85. 
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opportW1ities vary throughout the social structure, becom­

ing increasingly more restricted in the lower strata of 

society and among certain ethnic and racial groups. Thus, 

there is rather strong evidence that persons variou~ly 

located in the social structure of modern societies do have 

rather different chances of reaching common success-gcfals, 

despite the prevailing ideology of equal opportW1ity that 

often W1derlies the social life of industrial societies. 

The empirical application of Merton's theory should stress 

identification of pOints in the social structure where the 

disjUFIction between aspirations and institutional means are 

especially acute. 

MODIFICATIONS AND EXTENSIONS OF ANOMIC THEORY 

There have been a number of extensions and reformula-

tions of anomic theory in recent years. A complete over­

view of the history and development of anomic theory would 

not be complete without making some ~ention of more recent 

contributions. In this section a few of the major contri­

butions to this theory of deviant behavior will be briefly 

discussed. 

Sebastian De Grazia: An Extension of Durkheim's Theory. 

Sebastian De Grazia, in one of the first systematic 

studies of anomie to appear in the social-scientific liter­

ature, extended Durkheim's concept of anomie to accoW1t for 

nearly all of the difficulties of contemporary society. He 

defined anomie as "the disintegrated state of a society that 

! 
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possesses no body of common values or morals which ef­

fectively govern conduct ••• The ~tudy of anomie i~ the study 

of the ideological factors that weaken or destroy the bonds 

of allegicance which make the pOlitical community. 1f~9 He 

attributed much of the ills of modern society to anomie, 

1nclucting such phenomena as infe~ility and mental illness. 

In hiI', studies of anomie he distinguished between simple 

and acute anomie in a society. Merton later made a similar 

distinction. 50 Simple anomie is seen~ for instance, in 

contemporary art and literature, in the alienation of the 

worker as he reacts against impersonality and competition. 

Acute anomie is expressed by more extreme types of adapta­

tion such as mental disorders, crime, suicide, and mass 

movements. 

Talcott Parsons: An Extension of Merton's Theory 

Talcott Parsons has delt with the concept of anomie 

in a number of his major works and has extended Merton's 

formulation of anomic theory to incorporate it into a 

broader theory of social action. 51 The .reJ.atj.on of 

49sebastian De yl'azia, The Political Community: A 
study of Anomie (Chicago: University of Chicago ~ress, 
I'948T, pp. XlI-IX. 

50Merton, Social Theory and Social structure, op cit., 
p. 163; De Grazia, £E Cit., p. 4b. 

5~alcott Parsons, The SOCial System (New York: The 
Fl"ge Press of Glencoe, 1951); and Talcott Parsons and Edward 
Shils, Eds., Toward a General T~_of Action (Oambridge: 
Harvard Un1.·,'ersity Press, 19:>1). 
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devJ.atlon to con1'ormi'ty is an important aspect of his overall 

t.heo ry of socletIr. Parsons goes bey': ;ld Merton's de1'lni tion 

that anomie is the disjunction between instltutiona.lized 

means and cultural goals .. to include strains that occur 

when persons are unable ,to make institutionally accepted 

object-attachments. Thls'lnpludes a wide range of situa­

tions su.ch as attachments tc: the opposite ~ex .. self ac·­

ceptance, attachlllents to collective organizations such as 

Churches, and so on. ilis typology of anomie adaptations 

goes beyond Merton's. He uses a set of three variables 

with eight types of deviant behavior. His typology is 

based on various types of motivational responses in terms 

of active and passive orientations, alienative or con­

formative need dispositions ~~thin the motivational 

structure, and the relation of the person to social objects 

and to the normative patterns. 52 

~ard and Ohlin: Illegitimate Means 

Perhaps the most important s:i,ngle contribu,tion to 

anomic theory in recent years has been the extension or 

Merton's theory by Cloward and Ohlin. They have attempted 

to reformulate Merton I s theory to include a wider range of 

phenomena. In Merton' 8 theory of anomie, deviant behavior 

15 vi~wed as a. product. of patterned. dif1'erentials in the 
access to goals of success by the use of legitimate in-

s'titutlonal means. Cloward, in an earlier paper~ and 

Cloward and Ohlin in a later paper~ point out that there are 

52parsons, The Social System, 0E cit ... pp.169f; pp.321 [, 
III 
t 
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also ditterenti.als in' acces s to illegi timate meMs, Md 

this ditterential opportunHy plays ,a large" part in the 

distribution of deviant adaptatiohs.5~ They asswne that 

deviant responses to anomie "take a subcultural form· and 

that whether or not a deviant subcul't;ure will a,rise and 

what torm it will takE: depends on the position of those 

who are SUbject to strains rel\ltive to the structure of 

opportunities. Different social strata provide varying 

opportunities for the acquisition ot: deviMt roles, largely 

through acce?s to devian:t subcultures Md the opportunity 

for c'arryiIlg out such deViant social roles once they have 

been acquired. The access to illegitimate means vary by 

the same sat of variables which account for differential 

access to legitimate meMS. 

The structure of. illegitimate opportunities consist 

largely of the opportunity to learn, to practice, and to 

perform deviant roles; More specifically, it implies a 

milieu which contai.:1S models ot successful deViance, 

opportunities to associate with and enjoy the tutelage of 

such models, and a s"!tting which provides the agents and 

r,...:::ilities necessary to make the deviance practicable and 

rewarding. The kind ot j.llegitimate opportunity and their 

distribution will determine the content of the deviant 

subculture. In thisfortnulation Merton' 5 theory of anomie 

53Cloward and Ohlin, Delinquency and Opportunity, 
~ cit.; Cloward llIllegitimate Heans, Anomie, and Deviant 

havlor, II op cit. 
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is linked up to the traditional emphasis of Edwin Sutherland~ 

Clifford Shaw, and Henry McKay's theories of cultural 

transmission and differential association. 

This formulation is held to be an improvement.on 

Merton's theory, for Merton's View that innovating behavior 

may result from imperfect SOCialiZation implies that il­

legitimate means are aVailable. Actually J illegitimate 

moans are m't equally available to all persons in a society. 

There can be structurally imposed barriers to illegitimate 

means just as there is in the c.ase of legitimate means. 

,By means, Cloward as two things in mind. First, that 

·there are appropriate leam1.iIg environments for the acqui­

sition of the values and skills associated with the perfor­

mance of a particular rolej and second, that the individual 

has opportunities to discharge the role once he has been 

prepared. Thus, by me~~s he is referring to both the learn­

ing and the opportunity structures, while Merton primarily 

fo c us es on the 0ppo rt uni ty st ruc t ure : 54 

Delinquent subcultures, according to Cloward and Ohlin, 

typically take one of three fonns: the criminal, the con­

flict, and the retreatist .55 The first emphasized orderly, 

disciplined, rational activity oriented to e.conomic gain. 

This type of delinquent subculture arises in communities 

where organized adu.lt crime is well established, providing 

54I bld., Ch. 6 .• espeCially pp. 145-148. 

55~., Cn. 7, pp. 161-186. 
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bot~ ill'i!g1timate learning and opportunity s.tructures for 
, .. 

'youth. -~he second emphasizes violence~ gang fighting and 

destruction of property, and arises in communities where 

adult crime is Unorganized and laCking in both illegitimate 

learning, and oPportunity structures. In the absence of 

good illegitimate, as well as legitimate avenues to 

success-goals, the young people compete for status through 

violence and toughness. Both of these types of adaptations 

are innovative in nature. The third subculture emphasizes 

drug" use and other llkicks • II This type of adaptation arises 

in communities where there are no illegitimate avenues to 

success-goals. Individuals denied access to criminal and 

~onflict opportunities tend to withdraw into their own 

world and become, in e. real sense, retreatist subcultures 

emphaSizing the "COOl" life, and seeking intense and im­

mediate e~~eriences such as drug use provides. In other 

'words, retreatist subcultures are frequently composed of 

those "who are failures in both worlds, conventional and 

illegitimate alike," and may be conceived as "double 

failures. " 

Marshall Clinard has criticiZed Cloward and Ohlin's 

theory of illegitimate means in much the same way as 

others have criticized Merton's formulation. These 

include: 56 

56Marshall B. Clinard, "The Theoretical Implications 
of Anomie and Deviant Behavior,l\ in Marshall B. Clinard, ed., 
Anomie and Deviant Behavior: A Discussion and Critique (New 
York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1964), p. 3D. 
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"being largely culture-bound and restricted 
to the ethnic and minority situation exist­
ing in large urban areas in the United 
States today; 

2. assuming that such success goals are ap­
prectated in all segments of society; 

3. ,not stating clearly the success-goal as­
pirations of slum boys, except the 
economic and educational goals; 

4. barely recognizing the extensive viola­
t10n of ethical and legal norms in the 
general, adult society among all classes. II 

Albert Cohen: A Criticism of Merton's Theory 

Albert Cohen has :formulated a theory of delinquent 

gangs that resembles anomic theory. He asserts that 

delinquent gangs arise as a result of the class structure 

of the American society. 57 He suggests that delinquent 

gang behavior is a product of group solutions to status 

proble~~ and :frustrations of the lower class youth who live 

in a world dominated by middle class values. The inacces-

sibility of middle class values produces frustration and 

ult1mately resentment toward everything considered virtuous 

by the middle class. Lower class youth are drawn together 

into delinquent gangs because of this common hostility. 

The subculture which is thus formed represents opposition 

to middle class values, characterized largely by malice 

toward middle cla.ss moraUty, and emphasized hedonistic, 

!lonutl11tarlan type cf fun rather than long term 

success goals. 

57 Cohen, Delinqutmt Boys, op cit. 
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, Even though there 1s some similarity between Cohen '·s :!: 
value conflict theory and anomie, the two are not identical. 

In fact, Cohen has registered a number of objections to 

Merton's formulation which are indicative of the need for 

more research to better understand the nature of delin-

quency. His first objection to Merton's theory is that Mer­

tonfs analysis stresses too heavily the utilitarian nature 

of juvenile delinquency which he feels is more often a non­

utilitarian, hedonistic and negativistic seeking for kiCKS. 

Because of this he suggests that anomie is "highly 

plausible as an explanation for adult professional crime 

and for the property delinquency of some older and semi­

professional juvend.le thieves," but has serious limitations 

as an explanation of subcultural delinquency of a non­

utilitarian nature. 58 

Like Cloward and Ohlin, Cohen also assumes the sub­

cultural nature of g~~g delinquency and criticizes Merton 

for a failure to adequately take into account social inter­

action as a factor in deviant behavior. 59 He suggest that 

Merton, by failing to take into account the social milieu of 

delinquent youth, "leaves them in a social vacuum totally 

motivated and controlled within a general framework of goals, 

institutl.onal norms, and legitimate opportunities. ,,60 In 

581bid., p. 36. 

59Cohen~ "Deviant Behavior," all cit. 

60~., p. 2. 
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part, the influence of reference groups is taken into account 

in the more recent formulation of Cloward and Ohlin, but 

Cohen asserts that an adequate theory of juvenile.delinquency 

must give ~ore consideration to social interaction. Theoret-

ically, he argues, the relation of the goals of the culture 

and the goals of actual role incumbents must consider the 

"level of goal attainment that will seem just and reasonable 

to concrete actors, and therefore, the sllfficiency'.of their 

means, will b'e relative to the attainments of others who, 

for, those actors, serve as reference objects. ,,61 

Cohen also objects to what he calls the discontinuity 

of Mertonrs theory, in which "the'occurrence of the deviant 

act 1s treated as though j.t were an abrupt change of state, 

a,leap from a state of strain or anomie to a state of 

, deviance. ,,62 He argues further, that in this sense, the 

theory of anomie is formulated in terms of ,"variables 

describing initial states and outcomes, rather than in terms 

" of processes whereby acts and complex structures of action 

are built, elaborated, and transformed. ,,63 This failure, 

Cohen again attributes to a fai],I.lre to adequately take into 

account the process of interaction between several actors 

which may produce a deviant act. Hence, he maintains that a 

complete theory of delinquent behavior necessitates a union 

61Ib1d • -,--
62Ibid., p. 7. 

63Ib1d. , 
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of anomie theory, role theory, e,nd theory of the self. 

Until this is accomplished, Cohen holds that anomie theory 

can be no more than a partial theory of deviant behavior, 

and perhaps, inadequate to explain juvenile devianc'e. 

SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE ANOMIE 

The current usage of the term anomie in the social 

,sciences falls gener~lly into two broad categories; objec­

tive, sociological definitions and subjective, social 

psychological definitions. Durkheim' s conception of anomie' 

is c~early sociological, as is also Merton's refinement of 

the earlier usage. "Anomie" as Merton uses the term means 

"a breakdown in the cultural structure, occurring parti-

cularly when there is an acute disjunction between the 

cultural norms and goals and the socially structured capac­

ities of members of the group to act in accord with them. ,,64 

Even though Merton suggests that this special application of 

Durkheim's usage is only one source 'of anomie, it is clearly 

a social structural strain that he has in mind, and thereby, 

entirely sociological in nature. 

Actually there is little difference between Durkheim's 

and Merton's usage of anomie. Both involve social and 

cultural phenomenon distinct from personal processes. Social 

psychological definitions, on the other hand, are clearly of 

another nature. As with alienation, the subjective involves 

64Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure, 
op cit., p. 162. 
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conditions of the whole or part of society. 

Sebastian De Grazia was one of the first to stress 

both the subjective and objective aspects of anomie. The 

presence of these two conceptualizations of anomie can be 

seen in the following statement: 65 

!tBeing a sociologist, Durkheim was more 
properlY concerned with depicting anomie as a 
sociological state. For him, anomie was most 
often the disorder condition of a society 
that possessed a weak conscience collective, 
the phrase he used to refer to the ensemble 
of beliefs and sentiments cc~on to average 
citizens of the same comm~~ity. If there 
are no shared rules or norms of conduct in a 

, community, or if the goals defined by these 
rules are not attainable, as in depression 
or unusual prosperity, then men suffer. But 
a complete and concrete portrayal of their 
suffering is not to be round ••• Happily. it 
1s possible to piece together the puzzle 
somewhat, by taking discontinuous sentences 
or phrases from Le Suicide ••• After some 
study it becomes apparen~ that anomie as 
Durkheim conceived it in the subjective 
sense had three characteristics: a painful 
uneasiness or anxiety, a feeling of separa­
tion from the group or of isolation from 
group standards, a feeling of.pointlessness 
or that no certain goals exist. 

Robert MacIver also suggested a subjective aspect of 

anomie. Using the English spelling, "anomy," he writes: 66 

The 

"Let us look next at ~, the other 
malady of democratic man tnat becomes most 
virulent in times of crisis and.turbulent 
change, the breakdown of the individual's 
sense of attachment to society, to all 
r.ociety. Anomy is not simply lawlessness. 
A ga:lgster or a pirate or a mere law-

65DeGrazia, The Political Community, op cit., pp.4~5. 

66Robert Mac rver. The R8TI:arts We Guard (New York: 
Mac Millan Co., 1950), p. • 
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evading rogue is not as such, indeed is not 
likely to be, anomic. He has his own code of 
law against law and is under strong sanctions 
to obey it. He need not be that victim 'of 
inner detachment of that cleavage between the 
real self and the projected self, of that 
total rejection of indoctrinated values that' 
characterizes the anomic person. Anomy 
signifies the state of mind of one who has 
been pulled up from his moral roots, who,has 
no longer any standards but only disconnect­
ed urges, who has no longer any sense of 
continui ty, o~ folk, of obligation. The 
anomic man has become spiritually sterile, 
responsi ve only to himself, responsible to 
no one. He derides the values of other men. 
His only faith is'the philosophy of denial. 
He lives on the thin line of sensation be­
tween no future and no past. 

t In a more recent paper, Harold D. Lasswell has also 

attempted to define anomie in the subjective sense. He 

defines anomie as ~lack of identification on the part of 

the primary ego of the individual with a "self" that in­

cludes other. In a word, modern man appears to be suffering' 

from psychic isolation. He felt alone, cut off, unwanted, 

unloved, unvalued. ·,67 

The subjective aspects of anomie were not entirely 

unrecognized by Duri"..heirn or by Merton. For even though not 

all of these subjective definitions stress the same elements 

they all seem to have corollaries in Durkheim's treatment of 

anomic suicide. Merton has also, acknowledged the presence 

of subjective anomie, but is careful to point out, "The 

psychological is a counterpart of the ~ociologicaJ. concept 

67Harold D. Lassell, "The Threat to Privacy," in 
Robert Mac Iver, ed., Conflicts of Loyalties (New York: 
Harper and Row, 1952), p. 132. 
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. of anomie, and not a substitute for it. ,,68 

In the present study our primary interest is to explore 

the objective features of social structure that give rise to 

anomie. Subjective anomie .. on the other hand, constitutes a 

symptom of objective anomie fmd the measurement of this 

phenomenon is one index of o,bjecti ve anomie that has fre­

quently been employed in contemporary research. 

There have been some attempts to measure objE)ci;ive 

anomie. The best known of these attempts is the often 

quoted study of Bernard Lander. 69 Lander used two sets of 

correlated but distinct clusters of variables, which he 

designated as the "socio-economic" and the "anomie." The 

socio-economic cluster consisted of factors such as sub~ 

standard housing, the percentage of overcrowding, level of 

education and so on. The anomic cluuter consisted of the 

de~nquency rate, the percentage of nonwhite population in 

the area, and the percentage of hO,?8 owners. He character­

ized such factors as the presence of de~inquency J the 

evidence of an area in transition and instabi~ty, and the 

breakdown of the family as anomie, because such factors 

represent the breakdown or weakening of the regulatory 

structure of society.70 His data substantiated his 

68Merton, Social Theory and Social structure, OF cit., 
p. ~62. 

69Bernard Lander, Towards an understanding of Juvenile 
Delinquency (New York: Columbia university Press, 1954). 

70Ibid., p. 55. 
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hypothesis that instability of an area is related 

to delinquency. 

In commenting on Lander's study, Merton made fav­

orable comment, but has carefully pOinted out that these 

factors are really measurements of symptoms of anomie 

rather than a meaS'lre of anomie itself. 71 More effort 

needs to be directe,j toward developing techniques to 

measure anomie or)je(:tively. At present there seems to be 

no adequate techniq~,es available. 

Most attempts to ~easure anomie in contemporary 

research center on personal reactions to anomie. Because 

subjective anomie is a counterpart to objective anomie, 

most social scientists are willing to accept adequate 

measures of subjentive anomie as an index or innicator of 

anomie in the soc.ial structure. 

The most widely used index of anomie is the scale 

developed in 1956 by Leo Srole. Th~s scale consists of 

five items which purport to measure the individual's 

perception of his social environment. Srole describes the 

construction of the scale in these words. 72 

"We set nOWl1. the ideational states or components 
that on theoretical grounds would represent inter­
nalized counterparts or reflections, in the in­
dividual's life situation, of conditions of social 

71Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure, op. cit. 
p. 166. . 

72Leo Srole, "Social Integration and certain Coral-
1aries: An Exploratory Study," American Sociolo€;ical Review 
21: 709-716, December 1956. 
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dysfunction .•• The first of these postula~ed com­
ponents was the individual's sense tha'c community 
leaders are detached from a'1d indifferent to his 
needs, reflecting severance of the interdependent 
bond within the social systen; between leaders and 
those they should represent and serve ... 'There's 
little use wrJ.ting to public officials because 
often they aren't really interested in the problems 
of the average man.' The second hypothesized 
element of anomia, was the individual's perception 
of the social order as essentially fickle and un­
predictable, i.e., orderless, inducing the sense 
that under such conditions he can accomplish little 
toward realizing future life goals •.. ' Nowadays a 
person has to li ve pretty much for today and let 
tomorrow tak6. care of itself. ' 

Closely related to this aspect of a'1omia was a 
third el.ement: the individual's view, beyond 
abdication of future life goals, that he and 
people like him are retrogreSSing from the goals 
that they have alrea.dy reached. The item chosen 
to represent this component was the statement 
rejecting the American Creed doctrine of progress: 
'In spite of what some people say, the lot of the 
average man is getting worse, not better.' 

The fourth component postulated, and the one 
perhaps most closely approY~mating Durkheim's . 
particular definition of anomie was the deflation 
or loss of internalized social norms and values, 
reflected in extreme form in the individual's 
sense of the merulinglessness of life itself •.. 
'Itls hardly fair to bring children into the world 
wi th the way things' look fo r, the fut ure.' The 
final anomia component was hypothesized as the in­
dividual's perception that his framework of im­
mediate personal relationships, the very rock clf 
his social existence was no longer predictive or 
supportive ••• 'These days a ~erson doesn't really 
know whom he can count on.' I 

Most attempts to measure anomie as a subjective ex­

perience have been based on this five item scale. Following 

Srole's usage subjective anomie has corne to be known as 

anomia?3 Anomia, as an index of anomie, is empirically 

7:3Harold Mizruchi, Success and opportunity: A_.critical 
Examinat~on of Class Struc~ure ana Anomie in American 
society (New York: The Free~Press of Glencoe, 1904),pp. 49-50. 
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viewed as a dependent variable, while anomie is an indepen­

d~t variable. In using this subjective index to test 

Merton1s theo-ry, it must be understood that anomia is only 

an index and the major concern is with structural .dynamics. 

The extent to which Srole' s sca.le is an c.dequate index to 

the phenomena that interested Dur~~eim and Merton depends 

upon how consistent the observed distributions are with the 

original theory of anomie. 

ANOMIE, ANOMIA, AND ALIENATION 

The d1stin~tion bet~een a~Qmia as the subjective 

aspect of -what Merta!) c'i:l.lled anomie and the term I alienation I 

is not clear. Some sociologists seem to use the two terms 

interchangable, while others attempt to make a distinction 

between them. Gwynn Nettler, for instance distinguishes 

between the two concepts by suggesting that an ali,enated' 

person 1s: 74 

est ran ed from 
soc~e~v an the cu ture it 
and 3Ilo~e are unaouoted y 

correlated; at least i tis di££ic ult to conceive 
of any notable degree of' anomie tha't would not 
result in alienation, but this seems poor reason 
for confusing the two. Nor should these con­
cepts be equated, as they so often are, with 
personal disorganization defined as intra­
personal conflict, personal goallessness, or 
lack of linternal coherence,' and which is used 
synonymously with psychopathology. Behaviors 
commonly selected as symptoms of anomie such as 
white collar crime or juvenile gang activity 

'74Gwynn Nettler, nA Measure of Alienation, II American 
Sociological Review, 22:672, December, 1957. 
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are often exhibited by individuals who are 
themselves well integrated. How alienated 
such people feel, as compared with those 
whose behaviors seem less indicative of anomie, 
is a matter for investigation rather than as­
sumption. Similarly one may conceivably be 
alienated with or without personal disorgani-. 
zation and with or without participating in 
behaviors that are ordinarily used as indexes 
of an anomie. 

Perhaps, one of the mos't comprehensive and most 

widely cited study of the meaning of alienation 1s the 

paper by Melvin Seeman in which he attempts to clarify 

what he believes to be the most frequent uses of the term. 75 

He distinguishes five types of usage in terms of expecta­

tions' with regard to goals" (1) powerlessness, "the expec­

tancy or probability held by the individual that his own 

behavior cannot determine the occurrence of the outcomes, or 

reinforcements he seeks; 1176 (2) meaninglessness, occurring 

when "the individual is uncle~r as to what he ought to 

believe- when the individual's minimal standards .fo r clarity 

in decision-making are not met;"77 '(3) normlessness, a 

condition in which "there is a high expectancy that SOCially 

unapproved behaviors are required to a.chieve given goais;1I78 

(4) isolation, the belief that goals highly regarded in 

7~elvin Seeman, liOn the Meaning of' Alienation," 
American Sociological Review, 24:783-791. 

76Ib1d ., p. 784. 

77Ibld., p. 786. 

78Ib1d ., p. 788. 
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society are of low reward value; n79 (5) self-estrangement, 

"the degree of dependence of the given behavior upon 

anticipated future reward~. ,,80 

Of these five usages cited by Seeman~ normlessness comes 

closest to anomie in the Merton-Durkheim sense. Seemans 

states further that "it is clear that the general idea o:f 

~~om1e, is both an integral part of the alienation literature, 

and that it bears upon our expectancy notions. ,,81 He, however, 

cautions that confusion has been generated, in part, because 

the "idea of normlessness has been overextended to include a 

variety of both social conditions and psychic states: personal 

disorganization, cultural breakdown, reciprocal distrust, and 

so on. t,82 In general, considerably more work needs to be done 

to refine these concepts into more clear-cut empirical tools. 

SUMMARY 

In this chapt,~r a review of some of the more significant 

theoretical developments in anomic tlleory have been discussed. 

Even though th~re hav~ been elaborate extensions of anomic 

theory in recent years, the Durkheim-Merton formulation con-

,tinue to be the primary reference point underlying current 

cont roversy and develop,ment of anomie theory. Recent develop­

ments 'of this th'eory have primarilJ: ~een at'the theoretical 

79Ibid. , p. 789. 

80Ibid • , p. 790. 

8l~., p. 787. 

82Ibid • 
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level. It is generally recognized that these theoretical 

extensions have far outstripped the empirical investigation 

necessar,r to validate the underlying assumptions. In most 

cases the extensions of Merton's theor,r have been theoretical 

elaborations framed at a high level of generality as part of 

a larger theoretical system. With few exceptions, these 

recent theoretical activities have aided little the task of 

conceptualization and operationalization of anomic theory in 

such a w~ that the basic assumptions upon "ihich the theory 

rests can be tested and validated. 

t Recent discussion of anomic theory has had significant 

impact on current attitude toward this theory of deviant 

behaVior. Three significant aspects of these recent discus­

sions are worthy of reiteration. First, we have noted a 

growing tendency to raise questions concerning the adequacy 

and validity of this theory as an explanation of deviant 

behavior. Accompanying these questions has been a growing 

concenl f'or more research to validat'e the claims of anomic 

theory in its various formulations. Secondly, recent 

developments have suggested that anomie ~ be related to a 

wider range of phenomena than are treated in Merton's for­

mulation of' the theory. These critiCisms have especially 

been concerned with the value of taking into account inter­

active processes involved in human behavioral responses. 

Thirdly, these rece~t developments have advanced the concept 

of' anomie by clarifying the subjective and objective aspects 

of' anomic conditions. The treatment of subjective anomie as 
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a corollary phenomena with the objective condition has 

aided the development of measuring anomie through in­

dividual responses. 

Even though there have been recent extensions' of 

anomie theory, Merton's formulation continues to be the 

primary focus of concern in current social thought. Despite 

the extensive theoretical treatment of his ideas, little has 

been done to empirically validate Merton's theory. If mean­

ingful progress is to be made in ~~sting anomie theory, it 

would appear that Merton's formulation should be of prime 

empitical concern, for it not only has had the greatest 

impact on current thinking but also is framed in such a way 

that it offers possibilities of operationalization and 

measurement. The following discussion and measurements will 

primarily focus on Merton's formulation in an attempt to 

measure the extent of the empirical support for certain 

aspects of his theory. 

; 
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CHAPTER THREE 

ANOMIC THEORY IN PREVIOUS RESEARCH 

Even though the major interest in the theory'of anomie 

has been theoretical, there has been an increasing empirical 

interest in the theory generated in recent years. In gen­

eral, the theoretical development of the theory has out­

stripped the empirical investigations so that the empirical 

support for the theory is weak in many respects. In this 

chapter we plan to examine some of the studies which have 

attempted to test the basic assumptions underlying Merton's 

rormulation of anomic theory as it relates to social class 

and delinquent behavior. 

SOCIAL CLASS AND ANOMIE 

In Merton's formulation, anomie is defined as "n 

breakdown in the cultural structure occurring particularly 

when there is an acute disjunction between the cultural 

norms and goals and the socially structured capacities of 

member's of the group to act in accord with them. ,,1 In the 

American SOCiety, he asserts there is a discrepancy between 

the social emphasis on materl;f.l,l success and the legitimate 

means available to attain these goals. By focusing primarily 

on the class structure, Merton hypothesizes that the effect 

or this strain "ill be greatest for those classes with the 

lRobert K. Merton, Social Theory and social structure, 
(Rev. ed.; Ne~ York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1957). 
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least access to legitimate means for achieving these goals. 

The impact of anomie, he believes, will be greatest in the 

lower classes of society where access to culturally pre­

scribed goals will be most vestricted. 2 Several a~tempts 

have been made to test this hypothesis with conflicting 

results. 

Leo Srole, using his anomia scale, was one of the 

earlier sociologists to attemp~ to test the relation between 

anomie and soc1.'3.l class. His data generally supported 

Merton's hypothesis. 3 Several other attempts have been made 

to repli~~te Srole's findings using the same scale. In 1956, 

Allan Roberts and Milton Rokeach, published data which 

tended to reject Srole's earlier claims and showed little 

variation. in the frequency of anomie characteristic of the 

various social classes. 4 In another paper, published soon 

after the Roberts-Rokeach paper, Srole again presented 

evidence which reiterated the Merton thesis which had been 

supported in his earlier study.5 

The inconclusiveness of these earlier studies stim-

ulated similar tests by other writers. Wendell Bell~ also 

2Ibid ., p. 143-147. 

3Leo Srole's first study using his anomia scale was 
reported in a paper presented to the ~erican Sociological 
meeting and later reported in Rot-erts and Rokeach, "Anomie 
Authoritarian and Prejudice: A Replication," A'llerican 
Journal of Sociology, 61:355-358, Jru1uary, 1950. 

4Roberts and Rokeach, "Anomie, Authorita.rianism and 
Prejudi~e, op cit. 

5srole, "Social Integration,n op cit. 
I, 
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using Srole's scale, found that anomie is inversely related 

to economic status when the latter is measured by individual 

or neighborhood. factors. 6 This added more weight to Srole's 

earlier findings in support of the Mertonian hypothesis. In 

a later study, Meier and Bell again produced data supportive 

of Merton's hypothesis. They found that the less acces­

sibility of means, the greater the anomia scores, as measured 

by socioecono'mic status, class identification, age, social 

isolation, occupational mobility, and religious preference. 7 

From their data they conciude that people become anomic 

,because of their inability to achieve life goals due to low 

status. 

. Meier and Bell also attempted to determine the rela­

tionship between status inconsistency and anoffiia within 

status levels. Here they found no evidence that incons:is-

tent statuses lead to anomie or that differential failure 

to achieve life goals explain variations in anomia wi th:Ln 

status levels. They attempt to explain this by suge;est:ing 

that those with more past exposure to anomie attitudes will 

be more anomie. If true, of course, this would raise some 

question concerning the adequacy of Merton's theor,y as an 

explanation of I,leviant behavior and lend support to Cohen's 

6Wendel Bell, I(Anomie, Sodal Isolation and the Class 
structure, I( ~,;t.£:[, 20: 105-106, June, 1957. 

7:oo rothy Meier and Wendell Bell, "Anomia and Differ­
ential Access to the Achievement of Life Goals, I( American 
Sociological Review,. 24:189-208, April, 1959. ---
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objection that more attention should be given to inter­

action and refe,rence gro up cont act s • 

Ephraim Muzruchi also employed Srole's scale to test 

Merton's hypothesis in small cities in upper New York 

State. 8 He reported significant positive relations between 

anomia and social class, and between class identification 

and formal and informal social participation. He concluded 

by suggesting that the lower class have a greater tendency 

to anomia because of the socially structured, differential 

access to supportive subsystems, as well as the inacces-

sibility of means to achieve socially desired ends. 

In a study of attitudes toward desegregation, Melvin 

Tumin and Ray Collins found' that "in general, the higher 

the status, the lower the anomie: and the low'er the anomie, 

the higher the readiness of de~'egregation. "9 ,Their, ~inding$ 

concerning the relationship between' anomie and desegregation 

have been challenged, but their data does lend support to 

Merton's hypothesis. They conclude from their data that, 

"It is position in the social structure of either type of 

community, rather than urban or rural residence, that is 

most likely to be associated with difference.s on, anomia." 

8Muzruchi, "Social structure and Anomia in a Small 
City," Ame ric 81"L Sociological Review, 25: 645-654, Oct., 1960. 

. 9Mel vin M. Tumin and Ray C. Collins, Jr., "Status, 
Mobility and Anomie: A study in Readiness for Desegregation, 
"Britisl'l Journal of Sociology, 10:253-267, September, 1959. 
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In general, the data from previous studies seems to be 

supportive of Merton's hypothesis that anomie and social 

class are inversely related even though this support has not 

been universal. A review of previous research does~ i1Qwever, 

indicate a need for further inquiry into this question. 

SOCIAL CLASS AND SUCCESS VALUES 

A second major assumption underlying Merton's theory 

of anomie that has stimulated a great deal of theoretical 

and empirical attention is the proposition that society is 

based, on a common system of values that prescribe "certain 

common success-goals for the popUlation at large. 1110 Perhaps 

no other aspect of this theory has been so heavily criticized 

as this basic asswnption. For this reason, no doubt, l>!erton 

has singled out this question as a crucial issue in contem­

porary social research when he states that I/among the 

problems calling for further research (is) the following: 

the extent to which Americans in different social strata 

have in fact assimilated the same culturally induced goals 

and values ••• ,,11 

;to his first paper, .in which he 3et f0rth the theory 

of anomie, Merton seems to hold unequivically to the vlew 

10Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure, 
op cit., p. 146. . 

llIbid., p. 170. 
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that society is based on a system of values common to all 

social classes within the society when he states: 12 

"It is .•• only because behavior is typically 
oriented toward the basic values of the society 
that we speak of a human aggregate as compris-' 
ing a society. Unless there is a deposit of 
values shared by interacting individuals, there 
exists social relations, if the disorderly 
interactions may be so called, but no society." 

In his reformulation of Durkheim's concept of anomie, 

Merton clearly assumes that the American culture is one . 

that stresses heavily a success theme for all persons ir­

respective of their socio-economic backgrolU1d: "But what 

makes/America~ culture relatively destinctive in this regard 

and what was taken as central to the analysis of this case ••• 

is that this is 'a society which places a high premium on 

economic affluence and social ascent for all its members. ,,,13 

The distinctive nature of this culturally doctrine to Amer­

ican people is twofold;14 

1. " ••• striving for success is not a matter 
or individuals happening to have acqui­
sitive impulses, rooted in human nature, 
but it is a socially-defined expectation. 

2. " ••• this patterned expectation is re­
garded as appropriate for everyone, 
irrespective of his initial lot or sta­
tion in life." 

The nature or this value system is embraced in the concept 

of the American Dream which makes morally legitimate the 

12Ibid., p. 141. 

13~., p. 167. 

14Ibid., p. 167. 
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striving for lofty (5uccess-goals. Merton writes: liThe 

cultural manifesto is clear: one must not quit~ must not 

cease striving, must not lessen his goals, for not failure 

but low aim is crime. 1115 

Merton is not alone in this emphasis on a common value 

system. Value consensus has been an integral theme in the 

functional theories since the time of Durkheim and has found 

its most ardent s'1lokesman in the writings of Talcott Parsons. 

Parsons stresses the importa~ce of value consensus through-

out his writings. In Social Structure and Personality he 

clearly assumes that the American society is based on a 

common value system by arguing in favor of two principle 

theses: 16 

"The first is that there is, and for some 
time has been, a single relatively well in­
tegrated and fully institutionalized system 
of values in American society, and second, 
that at this most general level the value­
system has not undergone a fundamental change 
.in recent times. II 

This value system, he argues~ has been derived primarily 

from the society's religious heritage, centering on "ascetic' 

Protestantism and represents what he has termed an 

orientation of "instrumental activism. 1I17 Instrumental 

activism, in turn is an orientation which positively 

15flli., p. 139. 

16Talcott Parsons, Social structure and Personality 
(New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1905), p. 195. 

17~., p. 196. 
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evaluates everything which increases capacity to achieve. 18 

Thus, like Merton, Parsons sees the American society pri­

marily oriented around a value system that prescribes cer­

tain high success-goals as morally legitimate. 

In fairness to Merton it should be noted that his 

position on this issue is somewhat softened in his second 

paper. Here he refrains from asserting that members of the 

various strata have equally internalized this cultural 

mandate: 19 

nEut if the communications addressed to 
generations of Americans continue to re-

I iterate the gospel' of success, it does not 
follow that all Americans in all groups, 
regions, and class strata have uniformly 
assimilated this set of values .•. We should 
take note, then, that the hypothesis .•• 
requires that an appreciable minority, not 
all or most, of those in the lower social 
strata will have as~imilated the cultural 
mandate for monetary succes~, and that it 
presupposes affectively assimulation of 
this value rather tha..'1 merely veroal ac­
quiescense with it. II 

Even with these qualifications it seems quite clear 

that Merton's formulation rests on the assumption that 

culturally induced high success goals are shared by a highly 

significant proportion of the members or all social classes. 

A number of objections have been raised against this 

assumption by researchers and theorists alike. One of the 

most extensive criticisms or Merton's theory has been 

18Ibid., pp. 234-235. 

1~rton, Social Theory and Social structure,. op cit., 
pp. 170-172. 
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advanced by Edwin Lemert. Lemert particularly criticized 

Merton at two related points relative to the present issue. 

He first feels that the dichotomy that Merton draws between 

cultural goals and institutional means is artificial and 

meaningless for both are so closely linked in reality.20 

Secondly, he argues that the stress on a universal value 

system is questionable because it is nearly impossible to 

identify a set of valu,e.,:: or cultural goals which could be 

considered universal in modern industrial societies. 21 

In a secondary analysis of survey data measuring 

leve~s of educational, income and occupational aspirations 

of the different classes, Herbert Hyman was presented data 

which supports Lemert's objections. 22 He found significant 

differences in the aspirations and goals of' the various 

classes with success-goals inversely related to social class 

position. From his data he concludes that the value system 

of the lower class "involves less emphasis upon the tradi-

tional high success-goals, inGreased awareness of' the lack 

of' opportunity to achieve success, and less emphasis upon 

the achievement of goals which in turn would be instrurne::1tal 

20 Edwin M. Lemert, "Social structure, Social Control, 
and Deviation," in Marshall B. Clinard, Ed., Anomie and 
Deviant Behavior (New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 
1964), p. 60 • 

2lIbid., p. 64. 

22Herbert Hyman" "The Value Systems of Different 
Classes," in Reinhard Bendix and Seymour M. Lipset, eds., 
Class, Status and Power (New YorK: The Free Press of 
Glencoe, 1953), pp. 42b-441. 
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for success. n23 This value system, Hyman asserts, arises 

out of a "realistic appraisal of reality and in tum 

softens for the individual the impact of .lo·w status .• " 

On the surface, Hyman's data presents quite a' dif­

ferent picture of the lower class than Merton's theory 

suggests. Rather than a dicotomy developing between aspira­

tions and institutional means producing anonuc strains~ 

Hyman's data indicates that these two aspects of culture are 

kept in balance as the lower class reduce their aspirations 

in the f~~e of .re~tricted opportunity res~ting in a dis-
. .,. 

tinct/ive lower class value .system: 

A number of other· writers have come to similar con-

clusions. For instance, Allison Davis~ a long time ex­

ponent of the view that the American Society 'is based on a 

class-differentiated value system, asserts' that individuals 

of different classes are "reacting to' different realistic 

situations ••• Therefore, their values and their social goals 

are different. 24 Like Hyman, Davis emphasizes the dif­

ferential values that are found within societies, particular­

ly as exemplified by lower class persons who have adapted 

their values to their deprived circumstances. 

A closer examination of Hyman's data, however~ has 

caused several writers to question his interpretation. 

23 . !Ell., p. 427. 

24Allison D: vis, "The Motivation of the Under­
privileged Worker," in William Foote Wnyte, editor, Industry 
arid Society (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1946), p.lo4. 
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Hyman focused attention primarily on absolute levels of 

aspirations without taking into account the background 

position of individuals. In the absolu.te sense lower 

class individuals generall;y aspi7:ed for lower educational, 

income and occupational goals than members of higher social 

classes. However, when these aspirations were related to 

the level of attainment of their parents it was found that 

the lower class individual aspired to improve their position 

in society by a greater increment than those persons in 

higher class positions. 25 Hence, it would appear that the 

lower ,class individuals place relatively high value on 

social ascent producing relatively greater position dis­

content in the lower strata of society. 

Other research has fOUIld similar result1? In a study 

of high school seniors, La Mar Empey found that lower class 

high school seniors aspired to improve their position over 

that of their father's by a greater margin than upper 

classes even though by absolute standards their goals were 

not as high. 26 Rosiland Gould suggests, from her study of 

lower class youth, that "the feeling of success and failure 

2?Hyman, "The Value Systems of DiffElrent Classes," 
oe cit. 

2bLa Mar T. Empey, "Social Class and Occupational 
Aspiration: A Comparison of Absolute and Relative Measure.:. 
ment," American Sociological Review, 21:706, December, 1956. 
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does not depend upon an absolute level of achievoment, but 

upon ayari~ty of factors, and that the lower class may be 

more strongly motivated to achieve than are those on strata' 

abov~ themn27 Her findings in this study are similar to 

Empey's which is to suggest that the lower class may, in 

many cases, endorse culturally prescribed achievement 

values but articulate them into their own goals for striv­

ing in ways appropriate to their life situation. Very 

similar results were found in Ralph 'rumer's study of high 

school seniors in Los Angeles. 28 

I In a study of ninth grade students, Richard Stephenson 

added a new dimension to the study of aspirations. 29 He 

hypothesized that a common cultural emphasis on success 

might produce unrealistic or idealisttc aspirations among 

youth which are inaccessible to lower class individuals. 

He, therefore, not only measured the l.evel of aspirations 

of his high school sample, but also measured the level of 

education~ income and occupation th~y expected to attain. 

His findings reveal that students do make a distinction 

27Rosiland Gould, "Some Sociologi.cal Determinants of 
Go~ Striving," Journal of Social Psychology,. 13:461-473, 
M~~ 1941. 

28Ralph H.' Turner, The Social Context of Ambition 
(San Francisco: Chandler publishing Co., 1904). 

29R1chard M. Stephenson, "Mobility Orientation and 
Stratification of 1,000 Ninth Graders," American Sociological 
Review, 22:204-212, April, 1957. 
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between aspirations and expectations. In general, the stu­

dents demonstrated a fairly high degree of concensus in 

respect to aspirations, but their expectations t/ere very much 

influenced by position on the social class ladder. In this 

case, he found that the lower the socio-economic status, the 

lower the level of expectations. He concluded that the 

common outlook on aspirations results from a common cultural 

orientation which cuts across social class groups while 

expectations are more of a realistic view determined in 

large part by the respondent's life experiences. 

£esearch has not been entirely consistent with 

Stephenson's findings. Frances Holladay and Dorothy Jones, 

in a study of aspirations in a southeln town produced sup­

portive data for Stephenson's interpretation. 3.0 However, 

Turner and Empey did not find any significant tendency for 

youth of any social class level to reduce their expectations. 

In general, they found that youth from all classes prefer and 

ant:!.c1pate signific'antly higher social status than their 

fathers. 

Generally speaking, the research cited above seems to 

lend support to Merton's claim that the value on "getting 

ahead II an'd on "social ascent" is rather universally charac­

. teristic of American society even though the data has not, 

always been consistent. stephenson's data which showed dis­

crepancies between the aspirations and expectations of 

30Holladay, Frances and Dorothy Jones, "Occupational 
Aspirations and Expectations in a Southern Textile TOwn" 
Alpha Kappa Deltan, 29:32-35, Spring, 1959. 
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lower-class youth tends t·o support Merton I s hypothesis 

that the structural strains or anomie is greater in the 

lower strata. 

Several investigators have gone beyond the measurement 

of aspirations to discover the social conteA~ of ambition. 

Bernard Rosen, for instance, hypothesized that social mobility 

1s a function of three variables: achievement motivation, 

cultural value orientations and aspirations. 3l His studies 

iJrl.dicated class variations in all three factors. He con-

cluded from his data that middle class children are more 

~Lkely, to be taught both the motives and values which lead 

to achievement than lower class children. Ralph Turner, on 

the other hand, has found little difference between the 

v:a.rious classes in the extent to which they en.dorse values 

which might lead to achievement. 32 

In general, previous research has been, at best, a 

pli.rtial test of Merton I s hypothesis that the strain toward 

anomie is greater in the lower class,' because of a general 

flulure to study both the distribution of values and the 

d:Lstribution of anomie simultaneously. Studies by Bell and 

o1~hers have attempted to test Merton I s hypothesis by relating 

~lomie to social class. Those studies assumed that the desire 

31Bernard C. Rosen, "The Achievement Syndrome: A 
Psychocultural Dimension of Social Stratification," American 
Sociological Review, 21:203-211, April, 1956. 

32rurner, The Social Content of Ambition, op cit., 
p. 213-215. 
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to "get ahead" in American society was uniformly dlstrlbuted 

throughout the American class structure. Hyman, on the other 

hand, attempted to assess Merton's hypothesis by relating 

various types of values to social class. Hyman's study did 

not demonstrate whether or not the distribution of success 

values was related to anomie. Muzruchi's study of anomie and 

social class in small cities of New Y;rk did attempt to 

measure these phenomena simultaneously and his data generally 

supported Merton's thesis. There is however, a need for more 

research in this area. 

ANOMIE AND DELINQUENT BEHAVIOR 

The, theory of anomie, as presented by Robert Merton, 

by no means is limited to delinquent or criminal behavior. 

The subsequent research sponed by Merton I s typology of modes 

of a.da'ptation to anomic situations has stimulated research 

in which attempts have been made to relate &,omie to a wide 

range of deviant behavior. In this research our concern is 

with ~ uvenile dellnql~ency which most 'closely 'fits Merton's 

innovative mode of adaptation. For this reason the following 

discussion of previous research of deviant behavior will 

focus entirely on research in delinquent behavior. 

It is inlteresting to note that both Merton and Durkheim 

were more concerned with adult deviations. The early state­

ments of Merton's theory made extensive reference to adult 

crime. And yet~ the major thrust of anomie theory in the 

past quarter of a century has come with respect to juvenile 

delinquency rather than aduit crime. Much of the work 
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relating anomie to juvenile delinquency has, however, been of 

a theoretics.l nature and the empirical research has not kept 

pace with these theoretical developments. When one considers 

the amount of theoretical attention anomic theory has been 

given it is somewhat surprising how little has really been 

done empirically in this area. 

Perhaps the best known empirical works concerning 

juvenile delinquency and anomie are the ecological study by 

Lander in Baltimore and its replication in Detroit by 

Bordua. 33 Lander's attempt to measure anomie objectively 

was meptioned earlier in this paper. 34 For Lander, the 

concept of anomie refers to an empirical condition charac­

terized by .• cial instability and normlessness. The em-

pirical nature of this condition he interprets. as a high 

percent of nonwhite residents and low percent of homes 

owner-occupied. By a fe<ctor analysis he found some relation­

ship between objective anomie and delinquency. Bordua's 

repliciation of this study found support for Lander's 

hypothesis that delinqUent rates are assoclat~d with 

social instabi1it~<35 

33Bernard Lander, Toward an Understandin of Juvenile 
Delinquency. (New York: Co umOl.a Unl.versl.ty Press, ~:J ; 
David J. Bordua, "Juvenile Delinquency and 'Anomie:' An 
Attempt at Replication," Social Problems, 6: 230-238,Winter,19;8. 

34I bid., p. 35· 

35Bordua, "Juvenile Delinquency and 'Anomie,'" op cit. 
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More recently Roland Chilton made another repl1.cation 

of Lander's study in Indi&~apolis.36 His data led him to 

challenge the findings of these earlier studies that delin­

quent behav:l"or is related to an anomic condition character­

ized by instability. He found delinquency to be more 

closely related to economic conditions such as overcrowding, 

income, education and so on. In general, Chilton's study 

pOints to, the weakness of labeling empirical conditions as 

anomic. Hence, these studies seem to add little to the 

'establishment of a causal relationship between anomie and 

delinquency. These 'objective conditions are what Merton 

has referred to as a "symptomatic advance" toward a "measure 

of anomie, as an objective condition of g~oup life. "37 

Merton's formulation of anomic theory suggests that 

the anomic pressures toward deviant behavior are greatest in 

the lower strata of the American society. Basing his 

analysis largely on official crime statistics, he further 

suggests that pressures toward delinquency and' crime seem 

also to center in the lower strata. 38 This basic assl~rlptlon 

has also been a source of heavy criticism. Lemert, for 

example, raises three ob,jections relative to this aspect of 

36Ro1ana J. Chilton, "Delinquency Area Research: 
Baltimore, Detroit, and Indianapolis," American Sociological 
Review, 29:71-83, 1964. 

37Merton, Social Theory and Social structure, op cit. 
p. 165. 

38~., p. 134 
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Merton's theory.39 He argues: (1) that there is doubt that 

deviant behavior is dis~roportionately more common in the 

lower class as the theory of anomie maintains. He especially 

attacks the reliability of officiaJ, crime statist~_cs. as a 

measure of delinquency rates. (2) He further argues that 

even if it is assumed that there is a higher rate of 

deviation in the lower class, some other explanation must 

be given for the question of why the bulk of the lower class 

uses conformity to achieve prescribed goals. This is not 

explained by the theory of anomie. (3) The theory stresses 

the i~portance of position in the social structure and 

ability to reach cultural goals, and yet, some research has 

found that delinquent youth, while appreciative of middle 

class values, are more concerned with status which is linked 

with the more immediate situation. 

There have been a few studies which have attempted to 

measure sociai class variations in the distribution of 

anomie and delinquent behavior although more often the socio­

economic background is overlooked. A great deal more at­

tention needs to be given to this type of relationship. 

In addition to the Lander-Bordua studies, Arthur Wood 

was an earlier contributor to the study of crime and anomie 
'. 4 

using socio-economic variables. ° His interest was not 

39Lemert, nSocial structure, social Control, and 
Deviation,n op cit. 

40Arthur L. Wood, nSocial Organization and Crime in 
Small Wisconsin Communities, II American Sociological Review, 
7:40-46, February, 1942. 



67 

directly related to social class, but more with the socio­

economic characteristics of the community. In this study 

he did find some relationship between "demoralization, n 

resulting from inadequate availability of institutional 

means for achieving goals, and crime rates. Richard Cloward 

found very similar results in his study of anomie and 

deviation in prison. His data showed that even under prison 

conditions a disjunction between institutionalized goals 

and means leads to deviant behavior. 41 

Martin Haskell was perhaps the first to focus atten­

tion entirely on delinquency. His data showed: 42 (1) that 

delinquent gangs gave satisfaction to juveniles unable to 

obtain success goals by legitimate means; (2) acceptance of 

former deviants by conforming reference groups' reduced 

recidivism and (3) conforming roles that provide sa~isfaction 

tended to take the place of deviant roles. In general, he 

found reference group participation more important as a 

source of delinquency than anomie, which aga4.n lends support 

to Cohen r s claim that anomie theory is inadequate without 

this type of consideration. 

41Richard A. Cloward, et. al., "Social Control in the 
Prison, n Theoretical Studies in Social Organization of the 
Prison (New York: Social Science Researcl) Council, 1-1arcn, 
1960). . 

42Martin R. Haskell, IIToward a Reference Group Theory 
of Juvenile Delinquency," Social Problems, 8:220-230, 1961. 
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Some support ror Merton's theory has been provided by 

Clark and Wenniger, in a study of the effect or socio­

economic status on juvenile delinquency rates among high 

school seniors, however in general their data is contrary 

to Merton's theory.43 He found that de~inquency w~s in-

versely related to secie-economic conditions in the com-

munity but not related to social class. Angell's study in 

Detroit also tended to suggest little relationship between 

social class and deviancy. 44 Similarly, Karachi and Tody 

studied the relation of ob~ective and relative deprivation 

to gang delinquency and strongly rejected the socio-economic 

explpnations of delinquency for no relationship was found 

between social class and delinquent behavior. 4S 

Contrary to these studies, several researchers have 

found a relationship between anomie and delinquent behavior, 

as well as, between delinquent behavior and social class. 

LandiS, Dinitz, and Reckless found strong support for the 

Cloward-Ohlin theory of limited opportunity among lower 

43John P. Clark and Eugene P. Wenniger, "Socio-' 
Economic Class and Area as Correlates of Illegal Behavior 
Among Juveniles, II America.'1 sociological RevieW, 27:826-
834, 1962. -

44Robert C. Angell, "Preferences for Moral Norms in 
Three Areas, II America.'1 Journal of Sociology, 67:650-660,1962-

45LarrY Karacki and Jackson Toby, "The Uncommitted 
Adolescent: Candidate for Gang Socialization," Sociological 
Inquiry, 32:203-215, 1962 . 
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class youth. 46 They found that delinquent youth tend to 

reject middle cras? values as Hyman suggests but also found 

that delinquency was positively correlated with greater 

perception of limited opportunity. Liu and Fahey a.lso 

flJund a relationship between anomie and delinquency, 

however, they feel that perception 01' limited opportunity 

i:s perhaps more nearly the result rather than the cause of 

dIEll1nquency.47 They also found, d.elinquency is relate'd to 

lower occupational aspirations and unfavorable self-concept. 

There have been other studies which have attempted to 

mElas'ure anomic adaptations among minority groups. Jessor, 

et:.:..,.&. for instance, found that deviation among minority 

groups were explained by anomie. 48 They concluded that 

th:eir data supports, in part at least, both 'the learning 

theory of deviant behavior as well as anomie theory. Sim-

ilarly, Hanson and Graves studied anomic responses but, in 

part, rejected Jessor's findings. 49 They found that Anglos 

46Judson R. Landis, Simon Dinitz, Walter C. Reckless, 
nllnplementing Two Theories of Delinquency: Value Orientation 
and Awareness of Limited Opportunity," Sociology and Social 
Research, 47:408-416, 1963. 

47William T. Liu,' and Frank Fahey, "Delinquenc:r;, Self­
Esteem, and Social Control: A Retroductive Analysis, I Amer­
ican Catholic Sociological Review, 24: 3-12, 1963. 

48Richard Jessor, et., al., Tri-Ethnic Project, (un­
pulllished research report: University of Colorado, Boulder, 
1960) • 

49Robert C. Hanson, and Theodore D. Graves, "Objective 
Access, Anomie, and Deviance in a Tri-Ethnic Community, II 

paper presented at the meeting of th~ American SOCiological 
Assiociation, Los Angeles, August, 1903· 
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have less anomie than the Spanish American and ute subgroups, 

but also found that anomie was positively related to de­

viance in the dom:tnant culture but not in the minority group 

cultures. Hence, it would appear that the />1ertonian theory 

01' anomie may be more effective in explaining deviant be­

havior in the dominant American culture than in more 

traditionally oriented cultures. 

James Short's study of originating factors in gang 

delinquency has shown some important relationships between 

means and goals as a dynamic pressure toward deviant 

behavior. 50 He hypothesized that anomic situations would 

be symptomized by discrepancies in occupational aspirations 

and actual expectations of achievement. The ,;\spiration 

level being an indicator of position discontent, he further 

argued that discrepancies between the youth's aspirations 

and the parent's level of achievement would also be an 

indicator of anomic strains. He found that (1) the greater 

the occupational aspirations and ,expectation discr~pancy, 

the greater the delinquency; (2) high delinquency rates were 

associated with failure in school adaptation; (3) those with 

low educational aspirations were the most delinquent if they 

perceived educational opportunities closed; (4) delinquency 

was created as an alternative status system. These findings 

seem to support the Mertonian theory. Most of the youth 

studied in this research were members of the lower and 

50James F. Short, "Gang Delinquency and Anomie," in 
Marshall B. Clinard, ed., Anomie and Deviant Behavior (New 
York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1904, pp. 98-127. 
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middle classes with both g~~g and nongang boys included in 

the s~~ple. The frequency of delinquency as well as the 

degree of discrepancies were negatively related to social 

class position. 

Focusing largely on neighborhood background, Irving 

Spergel studied delinquent subcultural patterns. 5l Selecting 

three different neighborhoods he set out to determine the 

type of delinquent adaptation to each neighborhood. He 

found that: (1) high aspirations with an absence of legit­

imate means in the Mertonian sense led to delinquency; (2) 

in t~e highly integrated neighborhood delinquent adaptations 

were preparations for a career in the rackets; (3) in poorly 

integrated neighborhoods, where legitimate meaYJ.s were not 

available, gang fighting became the prime mode of adaptation; 

(4) in the neighborhood which contained high socio-economle 

groups, theft was the adaptation used to obtain middle class 

status; and (5) the delinquents in all three areas, not 

being able to make the transition to adulthood, had higher 

rates of drug addiction. He concludes by suggesting that 

his data strongly supports the Cloward and Ohlin theory of 

delinquent subcultures. 

In summary, it should be noted that previous data, 

while supporting the Mertonian theory of anomie in many 

instances, has not been conclusive on this issue. In some 

cases delinquency was found to be related to some measurement 

51Irving Spergel, Racketville, Slumtown, Haulberg 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1964). 
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of anomie Sl!.d in other cases it was not. Similarly in some 

studies a significant relationship was found between social 

class and delinquent behavior. In most of trlese studies the 

social class dist rib uti on of anomie and delinquent behavior 

was not measured simultaneously. More research is needed in 

which the relationship between these three variables are 

measured together before an adequate measure of loIerton' s 

thec!'Y of I:lnomie and deiinquent behavior can be accomplished. 

CURRENT STATUS OF THE THEORY 

SOCiologists generally recognize that anomic theory 

has had· extensive and deep impact on contemporary social 

theory. There has been increasing interest in the concept 

both theoretically and empirically since the publication of 

Merton's first paper in 1938. Many critics of the theory 

feel, :lowever, that the theoretical treatment of anomie has 

outstripped the empirical i:rwestigation necessary to 

validate the concept as a causal factor in deviant behavior. 

In turn, the empirical inquiries that have undertaken at­

tempts to test certain aspects of the theory have been too 

few and often contradictory. This is not to s~ that anomic 

theory has proven to be sterile by previous research Elfforts. 

On the contrary, there has been some significant studies 

made which s~rongly support the claims of the theory. 
-

En ,.'fYl support has been produced to at least indicate that 

anomic theory is a worthy object for further research. 

l.t 
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In the foregoing discussion, we have noted a number of 

objections that have been raised by critics of anomic 

theory. These criticisms can be roughly outlined as follows: 

1. Some theorists feel that the theory _ 
atomizes society into individualistic 
actors who adapt to the social system 
without due regard for reference group 
influences a~d interaction processes. 

2. Deviant behavior is seen as an abrupt 
change f,rom a strain of anomie to deviant 
behavior, rather than do gradual process 
of interaction and group change. 

3· Cultural transmission theorists argue 
that 11la'1Y deviant acts can be explained 
mor~ adequately as a part of the 
group's role expectations for individual 
actors rather than diSjunction between 
goals and means. 

4. A number of social scientists have 
criticized the sharp dichotomy that 
Merton d,raws between cultural goals and 
institutional means. They argue that 
these phenomena are linked in reality 
and that such a dichotomy is artificial 
and unrealistic. -

5. ,One of the most common criticisms of 
anomic theory is aimed at theassurnption 
of common values. Many s'ocial scientists 
feel that it is difficult, if not im­
possible, to identify a 3etof values or . 
cultural goals which can b~ co~sidered 
universal in industrial societief, 

6. Similar~' it 1s argued that the concept, 
of' anonlie, at bes t, can explru.n devi ation 
in societies in which .. st;,at,usis achieved. 
In ascriptive societies some other ex~ 
planation is needed. 

7. The assumption that deviant behavior is 
disproportionately more common in the 
lower classes has also received unfavor­
able cocment by various writers. 

8. Correspondingly, should it be found that 
there is a higher rate of deviation in 
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the lower class, the theory of anomie 
does not explain why most lower class 
uses conformity to achieve prescribed 
goals. 

THEORETICAL FOCUS 

It is clearly evident from the above discussion that 

many questions have been raised concerning anomic theory 

that call for further research. The breadth of these is-

sues are too great to attempt to treat in one study. In 

the present study our attention will be focused on only 

one aspect of anomic theory, namely, Merton's theorem that 

dif~erential access to the various means of achieving 

success in American society leads to greater ano~ie and 

pressures toward deviant behavior in the lower classes. 

Iw we have noted several times in the ,above 'discussion, 

the simultaneous measurement of social class distributions 

of anomi~success values and delinquent behavior is yet to 

be carried aut. Most of the previous research in anomic 

theory have measured social class distribution of one or 

two variables, but none have attempted to measure all three 

simultaneously. It is toward this end that the present 

research is directed. 

Iw a theoretical background to our inqu:i:ry of the 

social class distribution of these variables our interest 

will f'ocus on Merton's discussion of the innovative mode of 

adaptation as it is expressed in delinquent behavior. The 

basic essence of Merton's formulation of innovative adapta-

tion is contained in the following statements and definitions: 
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1. "Anomie is a breakdown in the cultural 
structure, occuring particularly when 
there is an acute disjunction between 
the cultural norms and goals and the 
socially structured capacities of mem­
bers of the €]roup to act in accord 
with them." {p. 162). 

2. The innovative response to anomie "occurs 
when the individual has assimilated the 
cultural emphasis upon the goals without 
equally internalizing the institutional 
norms goven1ing the ways and mea'1S for 
its attainment." (p. 141)" 

3. "Aberrant behavior as one form of innova­
tive adaptation occurs as a normal re­
sponse to anomic situations, character­
ized by "dissociation between culturally 
prescribed aspirations and socially 
structured avenues for realizing these 
aspirations. II To expand: Aberrant be­
havior occurs "when a system of cultural 
values extols virtually above all else, 
c:eri~ain conunon success-goals for the 

o ulation at larue while the social 
structure rigorous restricts or 'com­
pletely closes access to approved modes 
of reaching these goals for a consider­
able part of the same population. Ii (p.146) 

4. The greatest pressures toward deviation are 
exerted upon the lower strata of stratified, 
industrlalsocieties~ whose situations 
exhibit two salient features: (1) "Incen­
tives for success are provided bir the es­
tablished'values of the culture. r and (2) 
"the avenues available for moving toward 
this goal are largely limited by the class' 
structure to those of deviant behavior." 
(pp. 145-146) 

5. "Contemporary American cult~re appears to 
apprpx1mate the polar type in which great 
emphasis upon certain success goals 
occurs without equivalent emphasis upon 
institutional means," for American so­
ciety places a "high premium on economic 
affluence and social ascent for all its 
members." (pp. 136 and 167)52 

52Merton Social Theory and Social Structure, 
op cit., pp. l~I-194. 
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GENERAL HYPOTHESES 

From these theoretical statements taken from Merton's 

theory of anomie, several relational propositions can be 

derIved. This research will be concerned with sev'en propo­

siti.ons and general hypotheses derived from Merton's thesis 

which will underly the investigation in the remainder of 

this paper. 

tyoPosition: The greater the discrepancies between cultural­
defIned success goals and values and their accessibility 

the greater the anomie. 

~othesis: Discrepancies between success goals and 
eir accessibility are positively related to anomie. 

iroPosition: The greater the discrepancies between cultural­
y defined success-goals and values and their accessibility 

the greater the deviant behavior. 

~othesis: Discrepancies between success~goals and 
v ues and their accessibility are positively related 
to deviant behavior. 

Proposition: The greater the anomie the greater the 
pre'Js'.J.:res toward deviant behavior. 

~othesis: Anomie is positively related to deviant 
e avior. 

Proposition: The lower the social status the greater the 
discrepancies between success-goals and values and their 
accessibility • 

. mothesis: Discrepancies between suctess goals and 
eir accessibility are negatively related to social 

class. 

ProfdSition: 
ano e. 

The lower the sociE:.l status the greater the 

Hypothesis: Social class is negatively related to 
anoDiIe. 

Proposition: The lower the social status the higher the 
pressures toward deviant behavior. 
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Hypothesis: Social class is negati vely related to 
deViant behavior. 

In formulating his theory of anomie, Merton was 

primarily concerned with conditions in the American society. 

From his treatment of the American society as a unique 

entity, two additional propositions can be formulated. 

Prof osition: The inculcation of high success goals are 
pat erned characteristics common to all social classes in 
the American society •.. 

Wothesis: Success goals and val'J.es are not related 
.. 0 socIal class. 

Pro~osition: The lower the social status in the American 
soc~ety the lower the socially structured opportunity to 
reach high success goals. 

Therefore, the lower the social status in the American 

society the greater should be the discrepancies between 

high success-goals and opportunity to reach ~hese goals. 

Thus, propositions one through six, with their corresponding 

hypotheses, should hold true in the American society and in 

the direction hypoth~sized. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

RESEARCH PROCEDURE 

The specific task in this chapter is to outline the 

methodological procedures to test the general hypotheses 

outlined in the previous chapter. The nature and content 

of the tests outlined in this chapter will be guided by 

certain theoretical and research objectives which underly 

this inquiry. 

THEORETICAL OBJECTIVES 

J The scope of this research is focused on two 

theoretical issues surrounding anomic theory which were 

discussed in chapter one. The first issue concerns the 

efficiency and applicability of anomic theory as an ex­

planation of juvenile delinquency. Some q~estions have 

arisen in recent literature concerning the value or anomic 

theory as an explanation of juvenile delinquency. Cohen, 

for instance, has suggested that anomic theory may have 

some utility as an explanation of most juvenile delinquency, 

which he believes is non-utilitarian in nature. The 

objective of this research is to explore the relation of 

anomie to delinquent behavior among youth in the latter 

years of high school. Hence, the scope of this inquiry 

will be limited to high school youth and to frequencies of 

delinquent acts as one form of deviant adaptation to 

anomic 5i t u<!.tions. 

~l 
·

· •. '·.1· 

., 

;, 
" 

~.;l 
~ 

, i 



:-' 

\: 
I 
I 

! 
f 

L 

-~ 
~ ~ 

u p 

H 

79 

The second concen"! will fOCUS on the relation of 

anomie to so'cia! status. In recant :; :'teraturl;!, some 

:{uestions have arisen conc'eming Herton I s theorem that 

differentia), OpportW1ity to a-chieve success in the American 

society J,.eads to grt.ater s,traihs toward anomie and 'devicu1t 

behavior in the lower strata. In this inquiry we hope to 

provide, so.mel\7.w data w~ich.may help to shed light on this 

theoretical issue. 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

To 'l:;est the hypotheses de:rivative from his theorem, 

MfJrton has suggested ,that data are necessary on "socially 

patt~rned differentials i~: ,,1 

1. "Exposure to the cultura'l goals and 'nornis. 
regulating behaVior oriented toward that 
goal; 

2. Acceptance of the goal and ,'10rms as moral' 
mandates and internalized values; 

3. Re1a<.ive accessibility to trie goals: l:!.fe­
changes in the 'opportunity st·rl!cturf:'; 

4. The extent of discrepllI1cy between the ac­
cepted goals and its accessi.bility; 

5. The degree of anomie; and 

6. The rates of deViant behavior of the 
various kinds set out in the typology 
of modes 'of a.duptation." . 

I 

In this study an effort is made to provide data on 

,;;cst of these factors. Ho'Wever, as Merton indlcates, 

1Robert K. Merton, II Continuities in the Theory of 
SOcial structure and Anomie," in Robert K. Herton, ed., 
Social Theo and Gocial structure Rev. ed.; (Hew '{ork: 
The Free Press of Glencoe, 195'1' p. 175. 

1 -----------------_ .... _ .. _----_ .. ,;.;-,---------------------_._-----
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methodological tools are not available to systematically 

test all of these phenomena. It is possible· to malee an 

adequate test of many aspects of this theory with 

existing meth.ods. 

In the prese!1t study, data is not available to 

measure the differentials in exposure to success..,goals and. 

, norms ,for the attainment of success. Nor is it possible 

·to establish differentials in rates of deviant behavior 

for all of the various typologies set out in Merton's 

theory of modes of adaptation. Our concern in this study 

wil~ center on the innovative mode of adaptation,,as it is 

expressed in delinquent behavior. 

In an attempt to test as many of the important 

veriables underlying Merton's theorem as p09sible, the 

following objectives will form the basis of the following 

investigatIon. An attempt will be made to explore 

differentials in: 

1. Acceptance of the success-goals and as­
sociated values through objective value 
responses; 

2. Relative accessibility to means of 
success through soc:l,al class differen­
tials; 

f 

3. The degrees of discrepancy between goals 
and their accessibility through class 
differences in aspirations and expecta­
tions of success; 

4. 

5. 

Social class differentials in degrees 
of anomie through distribution of anomia 
scores; 

Social class differentials in delinquent 
behavior through distribution of delin­
quent acts. 
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OPERATIONALIZATION OF VARIABLES 

Merton's theo·ry "Social Structure and Anomie" is, 

for the most part, formulated in sweeping generalizations 

an'd abstract relationShips, creatin~ serious problems to 

empirical investigation of anomic theory. The task of 

operationalizing his concepts and relationships into 

workable empirical measurements constitutes a real chal-

le·ng'e to empirical research. In many instances only 

i~direct measurement of crucial variables is currently 

possible. In the present research we attempt to formulate 

a variiety of indices ain,;u. at measuring important variables. 

For the most part, our measurements must be viewed as ex-

ploratory in nature as we attempt to shed ~ew.light on key 

variables by a variety of empirical techniques. 

The first task in outlining the methodological 

procedures for t.his inquiry, is to operationally definE! the 

major variables under consideration in this study in terms 

of theoretical and research objectives, and to formulate 

specific hypotheses. In the following sections we will 

attempt to operationally define success values, discrep-

ancies, anomie and deviant behavior. 

SUCCESS-GOALS AND VALUES 

The concepts of success-goals and values play an. 

integral role in Merton's formulation of Anomic theory. 

He, however, is not very explicit in specify-ing the nature 

of success-goals and values which he conceives as a 

pattenled ch~racteristic that cross-cuts subgroup 
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differences in. the American society. The cruc.ia1 problem, 

therefore, confronting any in~estigation of anomic theory 

is to conceptualize and operationa1ize these concepts in 

such a way that the true theoretical meaning of these terms 

are represented, and, at the same time, provide a workable 

empirical tool. 

For illustrative purposes, Merton has stI'Qt:1g1y 

stressed a general orientation toward material and monetary 

success in the American society, however, he is careful to 

point out that other success-goals are also a part of this 

pattern value s·ystem. 2 

It does seem clear, however, after a careful review 

1)1.' his work, that Merton is not so concerned wi th the 

concrete nature of goals toward which persons strive as he 

is with a gf.)nerai orientation that makes morally legitimate 

a universal desire to "get ahead," or to improve one's 

social position. In this sense, then, our attention is 

focused more on a general achievemeI.lt orientation directed 

toward social ascent or social mobility rather than specific 

levels of aspirations or 'aChievement. 3 

It is true, however, that succ.ess in any realm is 

dependent upon 'two factors; the possession of both the 

necessary ability and the motivation to reach the goal. 

Ability is, of course, limited by socially imposed barriers 

2Ibid ., p. 167. 

3Ibid. 
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t,o training and lack of channels to given types of posi­

tions as Merton's theory suggests. On the other hand, 

ability may also be limited by lack of individual striving 

to obtain whatever training that might be instrumental to 

success. It follGws, therefore, that motivation to advance 

to higher social position constitutes more than simply 

choosing concrete goals. It also involves certain psycho­

cultural dimensic;ls of mobility striving. Bernard Rosen 

has referred to this type of achievement orientation as an 

achievement syndrome made up of a psychological dimension 

he c~ls achievement motivation; a cultural dimension con­

sisting of appropriate value orientations; and a social 

dimension measured in terms of levels of aspiration. 4 

~ operationa~lziQg Merton's co~cept of success values 

and goals we attempt to capture these three dimensions of 

mobility orientations. The psychological concept of 

achievement moti vati()n will be somewhat altered in this 

study. In Rosen's work, this concept refers to a psycho­

logical n.eed disposition often. referred to as need achieve­

ment, and measured by the Thematic Apperception Test. In 

this study we will be more concerned with mobility strivings 

as an indicator of the achievement motivation. In this 

sense we will be concerned with the extent to which 

young people aspire to improve their social stan?ing over 

4Bernard C. Rosen, tiThe Ach.ievement Syndrome: A 
Psychocultural Dimension of Social Stratification, II 
American Sociological Review. 21:203-211, April, 1956. 
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their family of origin. This we will refer to as mobility' 

aspirations. 

The second component, cultural value-orientations will 

be defined largely in terms of the American spirit ,that has 

variously been referred to as the Protestant Ethic, the 

Spirit of Capitalism, and the American Dream. Before the 

achievement motive' can be expressed in culturally defined 

success behavior, there needs to be more than a desire to 

achieve success; there must also be some awareness of and 

willingness to undertake the steps necessary for achieve-

mentt Such steps involve, among other things, the willing­

ness to plan, to work and to sacrifice. In this study we 

shall refer to this system of value orientations as the 

entrepreneurial o,cientation. 

Thirdly, a good indicator of the extent of achieve­

ment motivation can be measured in terms of the difficult~r 

of the task one outlines for themselves expressed in the 

level of concrete goals one aspires'to achieve. This com-

ponent of success values will be referred to as the 

absolute levels of aspirations. 

The generalized concept of success goals and values 

will, therefore, be operationalized as a generalized 

achievement orientation consisting of three component parts. 

1. Absolute levels of aspirations 

2. Mobility aspirations 

3. Entrepreneurial value orientations. 
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ANOMIE 

D~ this study we will attempt to define anomie by two 

dimensions: subjective anom:l.e as 'expressed in Srole's 

concept of anomia, and more objectively by the discrepan­

cies that exist between success-goals and their accessibility. 

Anomil1. 

The development and usage of the concept of anomia was 

discussed in detail in chapter two so no extensive treat-

ment of the concept, will be undertaken at this pOint. It is 

clear, however, that Merton's formulation of anomic theory 

cen,tered on objective anomie as a social structural strain. 

In the present study our basic concem is to explore the 

objective features of social structure that gives rise to 

anomie. Anomia will be viewed as a symptom of objective 

anomie and the frequency and degree of anomia will consti­

tute an index or indicator of the objective social structur­

al strain. Hence, in this research anomia will be viewed 

as the dependent variable, the individual response, while 

anomie will be viewed as the independent variable. As 

co;rrollary phenomena, high correlations should be found 

between these two aspects of social reality. 

Discrepancies 

In order to gain a better perspective of objective 

factors or symptoms related to anomie strains this inquiry 

will also be concemed with the extent of ~he discrepancies 

between goals and their accessibility. Merton defines 

anomie as !la' breakdown in the cultural structure, occurring 
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particularly when there is an acute disjunction between 

the cultural norms and goals and the socially structured 

capacities of members of the group to act in accord with 

them.·6 Hence, one approach to the measurement of anomie 

can come by way of identifying the discrepancies that 

individuals variously located in the social structure 

experience between their desired success goals and the 

channels available to them to achieve these goals. 

To meas~re discrcpa~cies of this type is, of course, 

quite difficult and, perhaps, beyond the immediate reach 

of ,sociological inquiry. .n.'1y adequate measure of discrep­

ancies of this type would necessitate a complete appraisal 

of the life chances of individuals differentially located 

in the social structure. There has been, however, con­

siderable evidence generated in recent years which indicates 

that mobility at any level is difficult and that the 

major.ity of persons from the lower strata will not achieve 

social positions much higher than ~heir fathers. This 

implies that there are real social structural limitations 

to success, in the mobility sense, imposed upon all social 

strata Which may be even greater in the lower strata. At 

least, available evidence indicates that these barriers are 

no less limiting to those of lower status. It, therefore, 

follows that one measure of discrepancies between goals and 

means is the extent to wruch persons aspire to improve 

5Merton, op cit., p. 161. 

, " 
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their social position relative to their family of origin. 

Those persons who aspire to improve their position by the 

greates'., margin will also have to overcome the greatest 

obstacles or barriers to the fulfillment of these high 

mobility aspirations. Thus, the increment by which high 

scl'rool stu~en:ts aspire to improve their positiol. over the 

achievement level of the family breadwinner can serve as 

an indicator of the degree of discrepancy between their 

goals and their accessibility. This type of measure has 

been employed in pre'lious research with some degree of 

success by James Short. 6 

One other aspect of discrepancies °that may produce 

anomic strains will also be taken into account in this 

inquir,y, and that is the matter of the indi\~duals 

awareness of such limitations to means of reaching his 

goals. The objective disjunction between culturally 

prescribed goals and institutional means may occur without 

individ;lal awareness of such socio-cultural discrepancies. 

Herbert Hyman has po:inted out this aspect of anomie: 7 

lilt is clear that Merton's analysis assumes 
that the cultural goals of success is in 
actuality :internalized by lower class :indivi­
duals. Perhaps it also requires that the 

6James F. Short, "Gang Delinquency and Anomie," in 
Marshall B. Clinard, ed., Anomie and Devia.'1t Behavior (New 
York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1904), pp. 98-127. 

~ 

7Herbert Hyma.'1, "The Value Systems of Different 
Classes, II in Reinhard Bendix and Seymour M. Lipset, eds., 
Class, Status and-R~~ (New York: The Free Press of 
Glencoe, 1953), ~I' oC>c.: { • 
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lower class individual recognize that the 
meW1S to success are not available to him. 
It 1s certainly true at a given point in 
time that an individual frustrated in his 
goal because access to means is not open 
to him, will experience the incident as 
frustrating whether or not he realizes 
that the means are beyond his grasp. But 
it seems also true in the larger time per­
spective that if he continues to think 
that the means for a future success are 
available to him that the frustration will 
be milder and that deviance might not occur. 
Conversely, if the individual regarded his 
chances to achieve his goals of succ~ss as 
negligible, when in reality they were good, 
there would be a psychologically produced 
strain toward deviance. II 

It is evident, therefore, that what we need is 

evidence of both the extent to which there are disjunc­

tions between cultural goals w1d .lnstitutional means 

in the objective sense, and the extent to which the 

respondent believes his opportunities are limited. 

Previous research has indicated that lower status 

youth often aspire to higher positions than they actually 

expect to achieve. This seems to indicate that there is 

a tendency to lower one's expectations below the desired 

level of achievement when confronted with structural 

limitations on means to achi.eve higher goals. This, in 

tum, is indicative of situa,tions where there are 

discrepancies between goals and means of which the 

individual is aware. Whether their perceived limitations 

are real or imaginary does not ~tter, for, as Hyman 

points out, when a person beli.eves or feels his opportu­

nities are limited, when in reality they are not, he will 
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experience the same frustration as one who is facing real 

limitations. Therefore, we can define a situation 

characterized by a disjllilction between goals and means as 

a situation in which a person perceives his chances of 

reaching desired goals as limited and, thereby, expects to 

achieve something less than he would like to achieve. Thus 

we may assume that another indicator of anomic conditions 

are situations characterized by acute disjunctions between 

success aspirations and expectations. 

In this study, therefore, three indices of anomic 

situations will be used: 

1. Degree and frequency of anomia 

2. Discrepancies between aspirations and expectations 

3· Discrepancies between aspiration and levels of 
achievement of 'the family breadwinner. This we 
shall refer to as 'discrepancies betweer, aspir­
ations and family bac'kground. 

DEVIANT BEHAVIOR 

Merton's theoretical formulation of the theory of 

anomie suggests that "anomic strains produce acute pressures 

toward dmrlant behav:1.or. Even though anomic theory was 

originally formulated to explain adult deviation, it has 

h~ its greatest influence on the theory of juvenile 

delinquent behavior. Here it has also received some of 

its strongest criticism. In this research our concern 

with anomic theory is llmited primarily to 'measuring the 

utillty of this theory as an explanation of delinquent 

behavior. 

,~ . 
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Juv&~ile delinqueacy is a term that is difficult to 

define because of the wide variations in legal definitions 

that have developed in recent years. Generally speaking, 

the legal definitions tend to be ambiguous and difficult 

to operationalize. Rather than attempting to develop an 

operation definition of delinquency as a generalized 

concept, we will be concerned with specific types of 

delinquency that constitute clear violations of legal or 

institutional norms. There will, therefore, be no attempt 

to generalize to the total range of delinquent behavior in 

thi.s study. 

In crJ;l;ic l.z:!.ng Merton' s theory, Cohen has taken 

issue with Merton's tendency to stress the utilitarian 

nature of criminal behaVior. He suggests that anomie is 

"highl:r plausible as an explanation for adult professional 

crime and for the property delinquency of some older and 

semi-professional juvenile thieves. He asserts, however, 

that it has serious limitations as. an explanation of sub-
\. 

cu1tural delinquency, much oJ: \Orhich he feels is non­

utilitarian in nature. He goes on to point out that "this 

destructiveness the versatility, the zest and the wholesale 

negativism which characterizes this delinquent subculture 

are beyond the purview of this theory (Of anomie). ,,8 

8Albert K. Cohen, "Toward a Theory of Deviant 
Behavior: Continuities Continued, tl a paper presented to 
session on deviant behavior, American Sociological 
Association meeting, August 28, 1963. 
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In reply to Cohen's criticism, Merton argues: 

" ••• in exploring this matter further, it 
should be remembered, for purposes of 
theoretical clarity, that this theorJ does 
not maintain that the resulting de'ria.'lt: 
behavior is rationally c alcuJ..ated anG. 
utilitarian. Instead, it cen~ers on t;he 
acute gressures created by the discrep­
ancy bet'ween culturally induced goals and 
soclally structured opportunit.ies. T!1e 
response to these pressures wi'th t.he con­
sequent strains upon individuals subject 
to them may ~nvolve a considerable aegree 
of frustration and of nonrational or of 
irrational behavior. 'Destructiveness' has 
often been psychologically identified as 
one tOrTh~ of response to continued frustra­
tion. So, too, it would appear that 
'wholesale negativism' can be construed, 
without enlarging the theory to incorpor­
ate new ad hoc variables, as a sust~ed 
repudiatIOn()f the authorities which 
exemplify the contradiction betwee!1 
legitimized cultural aspirations anq 
socially restricted opportunities.lI~ 

Thus, it would appear that Merton views anomic theory 

as a possible explanation of both utilitarian and non­

utilitarian delinquency. 

The disagreement over the adequacy of anomie seems ~o 

center around the' quelstion of Whether it can explain nOI1-

utilitarian types of delinquency. Cohen seems J.;o feel 

that it may be an acceptable explanation of delinquent 

acts that are engaged in for purposes of monetary gain 

but not as an explanation of deviant acts that are not 

aimed at utilitarian goals. Merton agrees that this theory 

can explain only certain types of delinque.'1t behavior but 

9Merton, op cit. p. 17~. 
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is not ready to admit its inadequacy to explain much of 

non utilitarian and nonrational behavior. 

Because of these theoret1.cal inconsistencies it seems 

important to determine the relation of anomie to both 

utilitarian and nonutilitarian delinquency. 

In this research, we will refer to delinquent acts 

that involve illegal appropriation of property that may 

bring monetary gain to the actor as utilitarian delin­

quency. Juvenile deViant or illegal behavior that involve 

conflict, destruction of property, hostile acts, and 

behavior that is entered into for "kicks" rather than 

monetary gain will be referred to as nonutil1tarian 

delinquency. 

SPECIFIC HYPOTHESES 

With tpese g~neral operational definitions of crucial 

variables as the emp'istemic link between the abstract 

theoretical level and the more specific object'ives of this 

research, it is possib'le to formulate the specific 

hypotheses that will underly the empirical phase of this 

lnquiry. In doing so, the general theoretical hypotheses 

will.' be presented accompanied by the specific research 

hypotheses which will be used to measure these relationships. 

General ~othesis 1: Success-goals and values are not 
re ated to social class. 

Specific Hytothesis lA: Absolute levels O[ aspirations 
are no related to social class. 

Specific Hypothesis lE:, Mobility aspirations are not 
related to socia! class. 
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Specific Hypothesis le: Entrepre~eurial value 
orIentations are not related to social class. 

General Hypothesis 2:Discrepancies between success goals 
and values and their accessibility are negatively 
related to social class. 

specific Hypothesis 2A: Discrepancies between the 
individual's aspirations and the fanQly 
breadwinner's level of achievement are 
negatively related to social class. 

specific uraothesis 2B: Discrepancies between the 
Indiv aual's success aspirations and expecta­
tions are negatively related to social class. 

General Hypothesis 3: Discrepancies between success goals 
and values a~d their accessibility are positively 
related to anomie. 

Specific ~othesis 3A: Discrepancies between the 
IndIv ual's aspirations and the frunily bread­
winner's level of achievement are posi ti vely 
related to anomia. 

specific ~othesis 3B: Discrepancies between the 
indi~dual's success aspirations and expec~a­
tlons are positively related to-anomia. 

General Hypothesis 4: Discrepancies between success-goals 
and values and their accessibility are positively 
related to deviant behavior. 

specific HfPothesis 4A: Discrepancies between the 
iridiv~dual' s aspirations, and the frunily bread­
winner's level of achievement are positively 
related to utilitarian delinquent behavior. 

specific ~othesis 4B: Dj.screpancies between the 
indivkdual's aspirations and the family bread­
winner's level of achievement are positively 
related to nonutil1tarian delinquent behavior. 

Specific Ul~othesiS 4c: Discrepancies 'Qetween the 
inal aua~'s aspirations and expectations are 
positively related to utilitarian c;!elinquent 
behavior. . 

specific ~~othesiS 4D: Discrepancies between the 
iridiv dual's aspirations and expectatlons are 
positively related to nonutilitarian delin­
quent behavior. 
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General }lvpothesis 5; Anomie is negative'ly related to social 
class. 

SJ,lecific Hy~othesis 5A: Anomia is negatively related 
to soc~al class. 

General Hypothesis 6: Anomie is positively related to 
deviant behavior. 

Specific rtl9thesis 6A: Anomia is positively related 
to ut litarian delinquent behavior. 

Specific Hypothesis 6B: Anomia is positively related 
to nonutilitarian delinquent behavior. 

General HrPothesis 7: Social Class is negatively related to 
dev~ant behavior. . . 

SJ,lecific Hypothesis 7A: Social Class is negatively 
related to ut~l~tarian delinquent behavior. 

SJ,leclfic Hypothesis 7B: Social Class is negatively 
related to nohutilitarian delinquent behavior. 

METHODOLOGICAL PROCEDURE 

The Universe 

This research is one part of a larger study sponsored 

by the Colorado Cooperative Extension Service at Colorado 

state University under the direction of Dr. Manuel Alers­

Montalvo. The purpose of the larger study is to explore 

educational needs of people living under varying socio­

economic and community conditions. The larger study was 

conducted in three colorado counties select~d because they 

were characterized by varying socio-economic conditions 

that were representative of larger regions in the Rocky 

Mountain area. 

Jefferson County was selected for the larger study 

becawle it j.s quite representative of rapidly growing 

II 
l ~----. -----
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suburban metropollta..'1 areas of the southwest. Jefferson 

County is a suburban county in the Denver Metropolita..'1 area 

and is primarily characterized by urban conditions. The 

county has been experiencing rapid growth throughout the 

past three decades due to the general western migration 

characteristic of recent United states history, as well as, 

the decentralization trend of metropolita.n regions. The 

county has some industry but, in the main, is more of a 

bedroom county for the larger Denver commercial and 

industrial area. 

Washington County was selected for the larger study 

because it is representative of the rural agricultural areas 

of the Rocky Mountain region. The county is primarily a 

dry land farming region characterized by large farming 

operations and sparce population. The population composi­

tion is classified in the 1960 U. S. census as totally rural 

farm and nonfarm, with no urban areas in the county. Like 

60 much of the rural areas of Amer1ca, Washington County has 

experienced substantial loss of population to the larger 

urban areas, as well as, a great deal of its commercial trade. 

Huel"f'ano County was selected for the larger study 

because it represents the generally poor socio-economic con­

ditions of' the bicultural counties of southern Colorado and 

northern New Mexico. Huerfano County was at one time a 

dynamic coal mining area, but, as the coal industry declined 

during the 1930's, the county was unable to draw new 

industries to replace the losses in mining. As a result, 



the county is now characterized by heavy unemployment and 

low incomes and is generally an economically depressed 

area. Prior to the development of the coal industry, 

Huerfano County had been primarily an agrarian Spanish­

American settlement. The coal industry drew large numbers 

of European immigrants, as well as, Mexican immigrants to 

the coal fields. After the decline of the coal industry 

many of the European settlers moved out of the county 

leaving the county's population compositions approximately 

one half Spanish surnamed. 

The larger study Was conducted by administration of 

interview schedules to a random sample of adult male and 

female members of each county. The presents tudy was aim"ed 

at the youth in the county and the data obtained by 

administering questionaires to high school students in each 

county. The universe from which the sample for this study 

is drawn is the eleventh gr,'lde class of five high schools in 

the three counties selected for the larger study. Two high 

schools were selected from Jefferson County. The schools 

were chosen because more than any other schools they most 

closely represented the general social and economic condi-

tions of the county. 

Alameda High School is located in southern Jefferson 

County in the midst of several new housing developments. Some 

of the housing developmen ts from which it draws its cons ti­

tuency are primarily working class houses, while others 
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appeal to hl.gher income and profe$sionaJ. people. Thus, 

the student body comes from famili~s which range across 

the total spectrum of social class backgrounds. 

The second school, Jefferson High School, is located 

in an older, more established neighborhood. However, like 

Alameda High School, it is located in an unincorporated 

suburban area of high population density. The popul~t~on 

serviced by this schoOl range from very poor families to 

very wealthy families. Hence, the student body represents 

a fairly good cross-section of this suburban region. The 

school is located in central Jefferson county approximately 
I 

three miles west of the Denver city limits. 

In Washington County~ one school was selected. This 

school is located in Akron, Colorado, a small town and 

county seat of Washington County. This school was chosen 

because it offers the best sampling of rural farm and nonfarm 

students available in the county. The other high schools are 

almost exclusively composed of :farm.youth. Evert though the 

school 'is located in Akron, it draws large numbers of stu­

dents from the surrounding farm areas. Thus, the composition 

of the student body is apprOximately 50% farm and 

50% nonf arm. 

In Huerfano County, two high schools were chosen. Both 

schools are located in WalsE.mburg, the Gounty seat. The two 

Walsenburg High schools are the only secondary schools so the 

student body represents the a~tire socia-economic and ethnic 

composition of the area. One high school is a public school, 
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while the other is a Catholic school. Both schools were 

included in the sample beca.use so much of the Spanish 

population is Catholic and send their children to the 

Catholic school. By sampling bo th, schools, a better 

ethnic balance is obtained. 

Sample 

The sample fo-" this research consis ts of 208 girls 

and 201 boys from the junior class (eleventh grade) of the 

five high schools described above. The plan of the re­

search was originally deSigned to use a simple random 

sample, but this was found to be impractic&~ so other 

sampling techniques were used that would give the best 

randomization possible. It was decided to sample entire 

classrooms of students that were taking courses Which were 

both required of eleventh grade students and limited to 

only eleventh graders. The policies of the five schools 

were to distribute students into the various subsections 

or each course on a chance basis so the com~sition of each 

classroom was quite randomized at the time of this study. 

The courses chosen for this study were the eleventh grade 

English, history and social science classes. Since the 

several sections of each class were distributed throughout 

the day it was decided to restrict the administration of 

questionaires tq stUdents meeting in any of these three 

courses at the same hour, to avoid the chance of admini-

stering the questionaires to the same students twice. 
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This sampling techniq-.16 resulted in the adlllinistra-cion 

of questionaires to almost the entire, ';leventh grade classes 

of the two Walsenburg schools and the ,.A,kron High School. The 

total samples for these three schools are: 

Walsenburg Public High School 
Walsenburg Catholic High School 
Akron Public High School 

Boys 

25 
50 
16 

~ 

38 
25 
25 

In Jefferson County the schools are larger and the samples 

obtained from these schools represent approxlmately 35% of 

the junior classes. At Alameda High School the sample 

inclUded 44 boys and 59 girls. At Jefferson High School the , 
sample totaled 66 boys and 61 girls. 

Field Pro~edure 

The data for this study was obtained through the use 

of questionaires administered to large. groups • one of' the 

crucial problems underlying research of this type is to 

stimulate cooperation and objective responses from respon­

dents in areas of,behavior that are' of ten sensitive to tee 

individual. In this inquiry considerable'information is 

needed concerning both the types and frequeneies of delin­

quent behJ.vior engaged in by individuals. 

In order to illicite the best cooperation possible it 

was decided to use anonymous questionaires administered 

und,er controlled conditions to large groups of respondents 

so that no association could be made between responses and 

the individual. respondent. Care was taken to explaln the 

importance of accurate information, as well as, to emphasize 

It 

______________ ...... '.1 ____ ~-----------
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the confidential and anonymous nature of the infol1nation. 

In this way it is hoped that the data is an accurate 

presentation of actual behavior. 
" 

The procedure followed in administering the question­

aires was to distribute them. in the classrooms to the stu-

dents selected for the sample. All students in each room 

were asked to fill out a questionaire. In most cases there 

were several members of the research project in each room 

to assist students with questions or proble!IlS' that arose 

during the testing period. 

The nature of the questionaire .was primarily objective. 
I 

Open ended questions were rarily used, and then only in 

cases when it was necessary for some elaboration of the 

objective response. The overall questionaire embraced 

questions pertaining to a tIide range of behavior. The 

present study employes only a small part of the total 

information gleaned through this survey. 

MEASUREMENT OF VARIABLE1? 

In this section wewillpreserit the procedures used to 

measure the variables underlying the specific hypotheses 

outlined above. In most cases indices have been developed 

to mebSure crucial variables. The nature of thes~indicies 

and their re.la·cionship to variables will be presented in 

the following discussion. 

SOCIAL GLASS INDEX 

In this investigation Hollingshead's two factor index 

of social position is ·utilized in the analysis of' social 
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class background. This index is based upon the weighted 

occupational and educational attainment of' the fam:l.ly head 

or principal wage earner. Both occupational and educational 

attainment are ranked according to Hollingshead's seven 

point scales. Occupational ranklngs are given the weight of 

seven and education a weight of four, providing a socio-

economic index with possible scores ranging from 11 to 77. 

The social class distribution of the sample used in this 

investigation 1s shown in Table I. 

ErHNICITY 

One of the major criticisms of Merton's formulation of 
I 

anomic theory is that it may be applicable to societies that 

place heavy emphasis on achieved status, but may have little 

relevance to societies that emphasize ascribed status. 

Previous research has provided some empirical support for 

this objection within the American society especially as 

applied to Spanish American and other traditionally oriented 

subgroups. This criticism has particular relevance to this 

inquiry because of the large number of Spanish American 

peoples embraced by this sample. 

. It is true that Merton's hypothetical relationship 

betwe~n social class, anomie and deviant behavior draws 

. heavily upon the assumed value system of the dominant 

American culture. In order to control for value distortions 

lOAugust B. Hollingshead, "Index of Social Position," . 
New Haven, Connecticut, mimeographed, 1957. 
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TABLE I: SOCIAL CLASS COMPOSITION OF SAMPLE BY SCHOOL 

~ COUNTY 
~clal Class Total Jeft"erson Huerfano .!I..a~n"gton 

Je_U"erson ~ameda PUb.1:Lc Cat.!l0~c Akron 

I 5.1'; 8;0% 7.8% 1.5% 1.8% 2.4% 
11 to 17 N-21 N-10 N-8 N-1 N-I N-l 

II 4.1% 6.4 5.8 1.3 4.B 
IB to 2"( N-17 N-B N-6 N-O N-l N-2 

III 25.6 29.6 30·3 12.6 21.3 29.2 
2B to 43 N-I04 N-37 N-31 N-B N-16 N-12 b 

!I,) 

IV 43.3 47.2 4Ji.1 39.6 25.3 60.9 
44 to 60 N-173 ' N-59 N-45 N-25 N-19 N-25 

V 22.4 8.B 11.7 46.0 50.6 2.4 
61 to 77 N-9I N-ll N-12 N-29 N-38 N-I 

Number llOb .12:> .Lu2 OJ I':) 'f.L 
-

NA i 2 J. U U U 
-

JO't.~ ll~ -J,?J. J.Uj OJ (':) ..':1.1 
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that may be related to subcultural value variations, the 

analysis of data in this study will not only measure the 

relationsh.i.) between these variables in the total sample, 

but will also make similar evaluations on subgroups de­

limited by sex and ethnicity. We will delineate two ethnic 

subgroups, namely, the Spanish American and Anglo American 

subgroups. 

Because of the difficulty of deliniting Spanish 

American and Mexican persons by objective criteria it was 

decided to have each respondent identify their own ethnic 

origin. To determine the student's own sense of ethnic 

identity the following question was asked: 

What is your family's national origin? 

Japanese 
German 
English 
M.exican 
Latin American 
Italian 
SC3.j.'ldinavian 
Spanish 
Indian 
other 

Mother's Family Father's Famill. 

All persons identifying their mother's family, fatherW~ 

family, or both parental families as Spanish or Mexican 

were identified as Spanish American. In the present sample 

no respondent identified as Spanish Americ~~ had a mixed 

familY background. All other respondents were grouped under 

the ruberic of Anglo American. The sex-ethnic composition 

of this sample by social class is shown in Table II. No 

, .. / 
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other nationality or racial group appeared in the sample 

with great enough frequency to become a significant Va.ri<J.ole. 

MEASUREMENT OF VALVES 

The concept of success values as employed by Merton in 

his theory of "Social Structure and Anomie" has been opera­

tionally defined as a general emphasis on success and social 

ascent characterized by high levels of absolute aspirations, 

mobility aspirations and a system of entrepreneurial value 

orientations which are embodied in the American Dream 

precept. In the present section our task is to outline the 

technique used in this research to test these variables. 
I 

Absolute Aspirations 

One of the important indicators of the value placed 

on success is the difficulty of the task hurr,~ beings set 

for themselves, measured j"n t~rms of levels of aspirations 

and goals for individual striving. To illustrate how 

emphasis on high success-goals in the lower strata can 

produce anomie strains, Merton has concentrated largely on 

the goal of monetary success. Th.ere are, however, other 

success-goals that may be instrumental to monetary success 

that are more applicable to studies of high school youth 

due to the basis pressures and needs characteristic of 

youth culture in American society. Young people in the 

latter years of high school are culminating a period of 

~volvement in the adolescent peer group, and are preparing 

to go their separate ways. This period is d major 

transition point in the individual's liff: cycle) in which 

, 
':< 
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TABLE II: SEX-ETHNIC DISTRIBI1l'ION BY SOCIAL CLASS 

Class Anglo-American ~_anish-American 
. Male ~,-ema1.e Ma.1.e }'ema.le 

1- 6.0% 6.5% 1.9% 
N-9 N-ll N-1 N-O 

2. 2.0% 7.6% 1.9% 
N-3 N-13 N-l N-O 

3. 29·5 I 31.9 5.7 7.6% 
N-44 N-54 N-3 N-3 b 

\Jl 

4. 48.9 40.2 36.5 33·3 
~-73 N.-68 N-19 N-l3 

5. l2.7 12.4 53.8 58.9 
N-19 N-21 N-28 N-23 

NA .1. <::: u _u 
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both boys and girls are confronted by choices of occupation 

and future education that are relatively inescapable. The 

problem of monetary success which pla,ys such an important 

role in Merton's anomie theory is, no doubt, also important 

at this time in life, but of even more immediate importance 

are the choices to be made about college and future occupa­

tions. But, these two factors are also important in 

monetary success. The choices young people make here will 

in many instances predetermine their future life conditions. 

With the decline of individual ownership of business 

entefPrises, occupation has become the main avenue to social 

ascent and economic affluence open to American youth. 

Education, in tum" will largely determine the position in 

the occupational structure one will ulti~atelY achieve: so 
What we attempt to determine in this investigation is ,the 

extent to which there is social class acceptance of 

occupational and educational goals, and in tum, the belief 

in the accessibility of such goals., Secondiy, we seek to 

determine whether these aspirations represent a desire on 

the part of students to improve on the social position of 

their family of origin. 

To detenruu1e the level of educational aspirations, 

thret! questions are designed to allow the student to express 

thei.r most desired goals. These questions are: 

1. Do you plan to graduate from high school? 
If no, whY not'? 
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2. If you were free to choose would you liKe to 
continue your education beyond high school? 

3. If yes, in what manner? 
Junior college 

-Four year college 
-Technical training school 
-Trade School 

Other, specify 

To develop a sta.ndardized. scale of educe. tional aspir­

ations, the res,ponses of each student are ranked on 

Hollingshead's seven point scale of educational pcs:!.tion. 

This scale is: 

1. Graduate Professional -1'ratning 

2. Standard College Education (college degree) 

,3. Partial College Training 

4. High School Graduate .-' 

5. Partial High School 

6. Junior High S~hool (7-9 yrs completed) 

7 • Less than 7 years of school 

To determin.e the level of occupation~l asplratj.ons 

each respondent ·is asked': 

"If you were completely free to choose what, 
occupation would you' like to [0110-,.,1." " 

The responses to this open ended question are l"p.:nked 

numbericallyon Hollingshead's se"'.ren polnt scale of 

occupational pos1tion. Th:!.s sca.lf,~ is: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Highf;'r executive, prop'detors of large coneerns 
and major professlonaJ.s. 

Business managers, pJ"Oprietors of meiUum .• s'ized 
brJsiness, and lesser professlonals,' 

Admin.istrative personnel, sm.all independent 
businesses, and"mipor professioQals . 
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4. Clerical and sales workers, technicians and 
owners of little businesses. 

5. Skilled manual employees 

6. Machine operators and semi-skilled employees. 

7. Unskilled employees. 

Aspiration Index 

~he measures of educational and occupational aspira­

tion are important in determining aspiration levels in these 

two respective areas of activity. It is possible, however, 

that there may be some incongruence or lack of consistency 

between an individual's level of aspiration in these two 

areas, of behavior. For instance, it is possible that an 

individual may aspire to high occupational attainment 

without equally emphasi~ing the need to take the requisite 

education steps that would lead to this goal.- In which 

case, of course, the overall ievel of aspiration, in the 

reall-stic sense, would be much lower. 

To develop a more refined measure of aspirations we 

have developed an aspiration index b'ased on the combined 

weighted score of educational and occupational aspirations. 

This index. was developed by Arthur Turner in a study of 

aspirations of youth in the Los Angeles Area. ll In this 

study, Turner's index of ambition is slightly aitered to 

adapt it to our data. The aspiration index is developed-

by assigning weights from zero to three to the occupational 

llArthur Turner, The Social Context of Ambition (San 
Francisco: Chandler Publishing Co., 1904), Ch. 2. 
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and educational aspiration levels of each respondent and 

combining the numerical scores into a new index scale 

ranging in numerical value from zero to six. Points are 

assigned for occupation as follows: 

Unsldlled, semi-skilled labor 0 
Sldlled labor, clerical 1 
Small bUsiness, semi-professional, 

bUsiness agents, managers 2 
Professional, large business 

owners, officials 3 

Points are assigned for schooling as follows: 

No schooling, grade school and other 0 
High school graduate 1 
Partial college, trade school, etc. 2 
College graduate, post-graduate 

training 3 

To measure levels of aspirations, we now have 

three indicies which will be employed in our analysis. 

They are: absolute level of occupational aspiration; 

absolute level of education aspiration; the aspiration 

index. These measures'will form an integral part of the 

measurement of mobility aspirations toward which we now 

focus our attention. 

Mobility Aspirations 

To measure mobility aspirations we wlll focus on the 

concept of relative aspirations which was prOjected into 

prominence in sociological inquiry by LaMar Empey in his 

study of social class differences in aspirations. Relative 

asp1ration measurements are aimed at determining the extent 

to which a person's aspirations reflect a desire to improve 
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their social standings relative to 'their father's or 

family breadwinner's level of achievement. 

To determine the relative aspiration levels, which 

we refer to in this study as lOClbil1ty aspirations, each 

respondent is asked the education and occupation of their 

father or of the family breadwL~er. The breadwinner's 

level of achievement is then ranked on Hollingshe'ad I s 

seven point indices of educational and occupational 

posit10n in the same manner as the students aspirations. 

The mobility aspiration score represents the difference 

between the students aspiration scores and the breadwinner's 
J 

achievement scores. 

Since it 1s poss1ble that a student may aspire 

toward lower educational and occupational levels than 

their father, we have developed a mobility aspiration 

scale ranging f'rom zero to nine. The scale for educational 

mobility aspirations and occupational mobility aspirations 

have the same numerical values which,are expressed in terms 

01' the direction of change (upward or downward) and the 

degree of change (number of positions on the seven point 

scale • .) This scale is: 

o 
1 
2 

~ 
g 
~ 
9 

downward 3 to 5 positions 
downward 2 positions 
downward 1 position 
no change 
upward 1 position 
upward 2 positions 
upward 3 positions 
upward 4 positions 
upward 5 positions 
upward 6 positions 
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Mobility Index 

A more refined index of mobility aspirations is 

employed by making use of the aspiration index discussed 

above. The first step in developing the mobility index 

is to construct a background index comparable to the 

aspiration index tor each student. The background index 

is constructed in the same w~ as the aspiration index 

except that the breadwinner's level of achievement is used. 

The mobility index for each stUdent represents the dif­

ference between the aspiration and background indices. The 

mobility index is a nine point scale and is catagorized in 
I 

the same way as the occupational and educational mobility 

aspiration indices described in the previous section. 

Value Orientations 

A third measure of motivation toward success is th~ 

culturally defined value orientations. Merton places 

considerable stress on the American Dream as a common 

motivational factor in the A'1lerican .society.;t2 The American 

Dream is a precept which affirms the right or, often, the 

duty of retaining the goal of success even in the face of 

repeated frustrations. This precept teaches that, through 

hard work and enterprise in one's daily ~\ctivities, that 

success can be realized by anyone who has the requisite 

abilities. 

l2Robert Merton, Social Theory and Socia.l St ructure 
(New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1957~P' 13b-14o; 
166-176. 
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To determine the extent to which the American Dream is 

shared by the various classes, several value orientations 

derived directly from this precept have been operationalized 

and measured along -;"i th several values that may reflec t an 

antithetical ideology. Values derived from the American 

Dream are the orientations toward achievement, hard work, 

efficiency and prac ticali ty, belief in science, :i.ndi vidual­

ism, and universalism. The group of antithetical value 

orientations which have often been attributed to the lower 

class are the orientations toward security, familism, 

material comfort, external conformity, traditionalism, and 

religipsi ty. 13 

PARADIGM OF VALuE ORIENTATIONS 

American Dream Traditional Orientation 

Achievement 
Hard work 
Efficiency and Practicality 
Individualism 
Universalism 
Belief in science 

Security 
Material comfort 
Traditionalism 
External conformity 
Familism 
Religiosity 

Value Scales: The scales used to measure the value 

orientations in t.his study are an adaptation of a technique 

13S. M. Miller and Frank Riessman, liThe Working 
Class Subculture: A New View, II Social Problems, 9:86-97 
Summer, 1961. 
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used by C. Ramsey, R. Polson, and G. Spencer in a study 

of adopt1.on of farm practices in New York. 14 The 

revised. scales were standardized and reported in an earlier 

study using internal criteria to determine scaleability.15 

Each scale is composed of seven interchangeable items 

arranged into .interval scales. The -roethoa'of measurement 

is that of forced choice between items reflecting various 

value orientations. By forced choice it is assumed that 

deeper values will be tapped than questions in which the 

statements were selected for each value on independent 

ratings. The response consists of selecting the most 

desir8ble items in .each- question.· '1In illustrative 

question is: 

In rearing children, which of the following is 
most important? 

1. 

2. 

4. 

Provide them with a good education. 
(achievement) 

Provide them with all the things they want. 
(material comfort) 

Protect them from the problems of life as long as 
possible. (security) 
Give them careful religious ~Taining in your 
faith. (religiosity) 

The total battery of 84 items are arranged into 21 

questions with no two items reflecting the same value 

14Char1es E. Ramsey, Robert A. Polson, and George E. 
Spencer, "Values and the Adoption of Practices, II ~ 
.§ociology, 24: 35-47, March, 1959. 

15Leslie D. Wilcox, Standardization of Value Scales, 
unpublished Masters Thesis, Colorado state University, .T964. 
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competing against each other in any single question. Since 

only 21 items can be selected by each respondent, the nu­

merical scores for each scale range from zero to seven, with 

the expected frequency of individual value crientations 

being 1.75, providing all values are equal. 

The relationship between values and other variables 

are analyzed by the coefficient of correlation (Pearson's 

product moment). 

Entrepreneurial Index: In order to determine the relative 

emphasis placed on the achievement motif of the American 

J)ream precept, an entrepreneurial index is used. This 

index is constructed by combining the numerical score of 

the six value orientations derived from the American Dream 

ideology. This results in a scale of entrepreneurial 

values ranging from 0 to 21. 

MEASUREMENT OF DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN ASPIRAT.IONS AND THEIR 

ACCESSIBILITY 

For the purposes of this study we hav~ operationa.lly 

defined dis,crepancies between aspirations and their 

accessibility in two ways: 

1. Discrepancies between levels of aspirations 
and background. By background we refer to 
the family breadwinner's achievement level 
which corresponds to the type of aspiration 
under consideration. 

2. Discrepancies between levels of aspiration and 
expectations. 

In this section our task is to outline the procedures 

for measuring discrepancies using these two dimensions. 
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Aspirations and Expectations 

The discrepancies between success-goals and their 

accessibility is difficult to measure with the available 

techniques. In recent years there has been a growing 

body of data which indicates widely ranging differentials 

in opportunity and life chances of the various strata of 

society. The data of the present research is not appli­

cable to an objective evaluation of the life chances 

characteristic of the various classes. We do, however, 

have data to test possible discrepancies that may be 

indicative of strains toward anomie and deviant behavior, 

using techli.iqpes developed in previous research. 

Ja'u\e~f Short has' employed the concept of position 

discontent as an indicator of pressure~ toward deviant 

behavior. 16 The concept of social mobility and discontent 

with one's present position seems to be implicit in 

Merton's theory J and also, hypothesized by Cohen and by 

Cloward and Ohlin, as a principal c~mponen~ of pressures 

toward both anomie 'and deviant behavior. However, the 

desire to get ahead is not in itse~ an adequate measure 

of the strain toward anomie, for as HYman suggests, there 

must be some awareness or at least a belief or feeling on 

the part of the individual that means to success are' not 

avai1able to him. Short has hypothesiZed that this per-

celved 1lm.1.tat:1.on on means to success will show up in a 

16Short ., op cit. 
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discrepancy between the individua~'s aspirations and their 

expectations o~ success. 

TO measure the discrepancy between aspirations and 

expectations o~ success, the students are not only asked 

to indicate the occupational and educational level they 

would choose if they were free to do so, but are also 

asked a second q~estion designed to measure their realistic 

expectations of success. 

The educational expectations of students are measured 

by the ~ollowing question: 

Do you actually plan to continue your education beyond 
-high schOo I? 

If yes, in what way? 

1. Junior college 
2. FOur year co~lege 
3 •• Technical training 
4 Trade schoo I 
5. other, specify 

school 

TO determine the discrepancies between the studert's 

occupational aspirations and expectations they are asked: 

"What occupation do you actual~y plan to follow?" 

By ranking educational and occupational expectations on 

Hollingshead's indices of educational and occupational 

position, the discrepancies are easily determined by simply 

subtracting the numerical expectation score from the 

numberical aspiration score. 

Expectation Index: An expectation index is constructed in 

the same way as the aspiration and background indices, 

using the combined and weighted educational and occupa­

tional expectations of each student. The refined 
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discrepancy value is determined by subtracting the 

expectation index from the aspiration index. The class­

expectation index is the mean score of all students for 

each respective social class background. 

Backgro,und Discrepancies: A more 1ndirec t measurement of 

the strain toward deviant behavior and anomie exerted upon 

the individual by their aspirations has also been suggested 

by James Short. This measurement involves the discrepancies 

between aspiration and background. In utilizinG this type 

of measurement the following discrepancies will be used: 

1. The discrepancies between the family breadwinner's 
occupational level and the student's occupational 
aspira tions'. 

2. The discrepancies between the family breadwinner's 
educational level and the student's aspirations. 

3. The discrepancies between the student's background 
index and their aspiration index. 

4. The discrepancies between the ~.'\ldent' s background 
index and their expectation in·~x. 

It should be noted that the first three measures of 

background discrepancies are the exact same ~easures 

previously discussed under the titles of occupational and 

educational mobility aspirations and the mobility index. 

Even though their concepts constitute the same measures, 

they are being employed in this research as separate 

analytic tools to measure two different theoretical concepts 

and are, therefore, given different titles so as not to 

confuse the theoretical significance of the measures. This 

can be done effectively for analytic purposes as long as it 
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is clearly understood that they constitute in ?eality the 

same measures. 

In the former usage we are concerned with the extent 

to which aspirations represent mobillty orientations. In 

the present sense we are concerned with the impact of high 

mobility aspirations on other variables. Underlying this 

usage is the assumption that great discrepancies between 

aspirations and background will produce structural strains 

that influence the social and psychological responses and 

behavior of the individual. Most specifically these dis­

crepancies are being explored as possible symptoms of 

anomic strains. 

The procedures for measuring these ':{ariables will be 

the same as the techniques described in the previous section 
. 

on methods for measuring success values. The fourth b,ack:' 

ground discr,apancy will be based on the difference between 

the .student's aspiration index and the expectation index 

discussed earlier in this section. 

ANOMIA 

. '1'0 measure the degree of anomia characteristic of each 

social class, an adapted form of Srole I s anomia scale is 

used. Srole's scale is designed more for adult populations 

than for adolescents. To make the scale more meaningful 

for high school students the basic components 'of Srole I s 

scale are restated to make them more meaningful to the 

population embrased by this inqUiry. The five items 

r;omprising Srole I s scale refer to (1) the perception that 

,1 
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community leaders are indifferent to one's needs; (2) the 

perception that little can be accomplished in the society 

which is seen as basically unpredictable a~d lacking order; 

(3) the perception that life-goals are receding rather than 

being realizedj (4) a sense of futility; and (5) the con­

viction that one cannot count on personal associates for 

social and psychological support. l7 

The items developed to reflect these components are: 

Component 1: 

1. It does no good to talk to teachers when a 
student is in danger of getting a low grade. 

2. There are practically no adults who help the 
teenager with his problems these days. 

Compone.'1t 2: 

3. A teenager should live for today, because it 
does him. no good to worry about the future. 

4. A person should always obey the law, even 
though it means failure to achieve one IS 

goals. (stated opposite to expected anomie 
response) 

Component 3: 

5. Hardwork is not enough to get ahead; it's all a 
matter of luck. 

6. Everyone has an equal opportunity to achieve. 
{stated oppo~ite to expected anomie response) 

Component 4: 

7· 

8. 

It is hardly fair to bring children into the 
world with the way things look for the future. 

In this citYI it is not importa;t how much you 
know1 but who you know. 

1.7r..eo Srole, IISocial Integration and Certairl Corol­
laries: A.'1 Exploratory Study, It American Sociological Review, 
21:709-716, December, 1956. 
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Component 5: 

9. These days a person doesn't really know whom he 
can count on. 

10. Often, a teenager is forced to do things he would 
not do if it were left up to him. 

Each item in the battery of items is scored on the 

Likert scale with a vaJ.ue of one given to the least anomic 

response, and ranging upward to 5 for the highest anomic 

response. The nU1!lerical score ,,;: the ten items combine 

into an anomia index with a possible value range from 

10 to 50. 

MEASURE!1ENT OF DELINQUENT BEHAVIOR 

J The final variable to be measllred in this study is 

delinquent behavior. In the discussion above. we have oper­

ationally defined two types of delinq'l.ency which are objects 

of concern to this ~Gudy. These two types are referred to 

d.S utilitarian (delinq'<lent acts involving possible personal 

monetary gain) and non-utilitarian (delinquent acts that do 

not involve any seetin,,?; for monetary or per~onal gain). 

To measure the frequency and types of delinquent acts 

of a utilitarian and nonutilitarlan nature, a battery of 

items was developed which clearly reflec·~'ed these two forms 

of delinquency. The utilitarian items selected are 

stealing (including both petty theft and serious acts of 

theft), burglary, forged checks, receiving stolen property, 

car theft. shoplifting and gas syphoning. The nonutili­

tarian items include destruction of property, sexual 

offenses,-dlsrespect to teachers, fighting, trurulcy. 
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physical violence to teachers, using profane or obscene 

language, using narcotics, drinking intoxicants, joyriding 

and glue sniffing. 

To measure the frequency of involvement in each 

delinquent act, the respondents are asked to indicate 

whether they had committed this act "never," "once, If "more 

than' once," or "frequently II during the past year. These 

items are then given weights ranging from zero to three 

as follows: 

Never' 0 
Once 1 
More than once 2 
Frequently 3 

To develop scales of delinquency which can be related 

to anomie and other variable two indices are employed. An 

index of utilitarian delinquency is constructed by combining 

the raw score of the eight utilitarian delinquent act~, 

making a scale of numerical values ranging fro~ a possible 

zero to 24. The nonutilitarian delinquency index is the 

combined raw score of the 11 nonutil1tarian'delinquent acts, 

making a scale of numerical values ranging from a possible 

zero to 33. 

EMPIRICAL HYPOTHESIS 

.. 'The above measv.:;:-es provide the epistemic linkage f'rom 

the theoretical'to the empirical level of analysis. It is 

at this level that the empirical tests of' relationships are 

conducted. This section provides a summary at the empirical 

level of the several hypothesis that have been generated at 
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the theoretical level with the corrollary empirical 

relationships. 

General ¥a10thesis 1: Success-goals and values are not 
, re ated 'to social class. 

Specific Hypothesis lA: Absolute levels of aspirations 
are not· related to social class. 

Empirical Hypothe?ls lA1: Absolute levels of oc­
cupational a~pirations are not related to 
social class. 

Empirical ~othesis lA2: Absolute levels of 
educat~onal aspirations are not related 
to socio-economic status. 

Empirical Hypothesis lA3: The individual's 
aspIration index is not related to socio­
economic stat us. 

I Specific Hypothesis IB: Mobility aspirations are not 
related to social class. 

Empirical ~othesi~~: Occupational mobility 
aspirat ons are not related to socio­
economic st at us. 

Empirical Hypothesis lB2: Educational aspirations 
are not related to socio-economic status. 

Empirical ~othesis IB3: The individual's 
moblltY aspirat.ion index is not related to 
socio-economic status. 

Specific and .Empirical Hypothesis le: Entrepreneurial 
value orientations are not related to social 
class (socio-economic stat us) • 

General Hypothesis 2: Discrepancies between success-goals 
and values and their accessibility are negatively 
related to social class. 

Specific ~othesis 2A: Discrepancies between the 
Ihdiv duaI's aspirations and the fanuly bread­
winner's level of achievement are negatively 
related to social class. 

Empirical ~othesis 2Al: Discrepancies between 
. the f 1Y breadwinner's occupational level 

and the student's occupational aspirations 
are negatively related to socio-economic 
status. 
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Empirical ~othesiS 0A2: Discrepancies between 
the f ly breadwinner's educational level 
and the student's educational aspira~ions 
are negatively related to socio-eccnomic 
status. 

Empirical fQTothesis 2A3: Discrepancies between 
the student's background index &~d ~neir 
aspiration index are negatively rela~ed to 
socio-economic st~tus. 

Empirical Hypothesis 2A4: Discrepancies between 
the student's background index &~d ~heir 
expectation index are negatively rela~ed 
to socio-economic status. 

Specii'ic Hypothesis 2B: Discrepancies between the 
individual's success aspira~ions &~d 
expectations are negatively related to 
social class. 

Empirical ~othesis 2Bl: Discrepancies between, 
student s occupational aspirations and 
occupational expectations are negavively 
related to socio-economic stat us. 

~irical ~othesis 2B2: Discrepancies between 
student s educational aspirations 8-'1d 
educational expectations are negatively 
related to socio-economic status. 

Empirical Hy~othesis 2B3: Discrepancies between 
student s aspiration index and exoecvation 
index are negatively related to socio­
economic stat us . 

General BYPothesis 3: Discrepancies between success-goals 
anu val~es and their accessibility are posicively 
related to anomie. 

Specific !Q1?0thesis 3A: Discrepancies between. the 
InlllVJ.dual's aspirations and the family oread­
winnerls level of achievement are positively 
related to anomia. 

~Jical ~othesis 3~: Discrepanci~s between 
the fanuIY breadw~nner' s occupa1:l.o!1al level 
and the student's occupational aspi,rations 
are positively related to anomia. 

Empirical Hy}Yothesis 3A2: Discrepancies betwr:;en 
family oreadwlnner1 s educational. level and 
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student's educational aspirations are 
positively related to a.'1omia. 

Empirical Hypothesis 3A3: Discrepancies 
between the student's background index 
and their aspiration index are positively 
related to anomia. 

Empirlcal Hypothesis 3A4: Discrepancies between 
the student's Dac)(ground index and their 
expectation index are positively related to 
anomia. 

Specific ~othesis 3B: Discrepancies between the 
Indi~ualrs success aspirations and expectations 
are positively related to anomia. 

Empirical ~othesis 3Bl: Discrepancies between 
student s occupational expectations are 
positively related to anomia. 

Empirical ~othesis 3B2: Discrepancies between 
studen<; s educatlonal aspirations and 
expectations are positively related to 
anomia. 

Empirical ~othesis 3B3: Discrepancies between 
stude~s aspiration index ~d expectatiQn 
index are positively related to anomia. 

General Hypothesis 4: Discrepancies between success-goals 
and values and their accessibility are positively 
related to deviant behavior. 

Specific t!fa0thesis 4A: Disq.repancies. tetween the mal ual' s asplrations' and the family bread­
winner's level of achievement are positively 
related to utilitarian delinquent behav:i.or. 

Empirical ~othesis 4Al: Discrepancies between . 
the f~ly breadwirmer's occupational level 
and the student's occupational level and 
the student's occupational aspirations are 
positively related to utilitarian 
delinquency. 

Empirical ~othesis 4A2: Dlscrepancies between 
the faw~Iy breadwinner's educational level 
and the student's educational level and the 
student' s educational aspire,tions are 
positively rela<;ed to utilitarian 
delinquency. 
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EmpiricaJ .. Hypothesis 4A3: Discrepancies between 
the student's background index and their 
aspiration index are positively related to 
utilitarian delinquency'. 

Empirical Hypothesis 4A4: Discrepancies between 
the student I s background index and their 
expectation index are positive~y related to 
utilitarian delinquency. 

Special ~othesis 4B: Discrepancies between the 
lndJ.ndual's aspirationB and the family bread­
winner's level of achiev~ment are positively 
related to ,',onutilitarian delinquent behavior. 

Empirical Hypothesis 4Bl: Discrepancies between 
the family breadwinner's occupational level 
and the student1s occupational level and 
the stUdent's occupational aspirations are 
positi vely rela,ted "to nonutilit arian 
delinquency. 

Empirical Hy~othesis 4B2: Discrepa~cies between 
the fanu.ly breadwinner's educational level 
and the student1s educational level and 
the student's educational aspirations aye 
positively related to nonutilitarian 
delinquency. 

Empirical HypotheSis 4B3: Discrepancies between 
the stUdent's background index and their 
aspiration index are positively related to 
nonutilitarian delinquency. 

§mPirical ~othesis 4B4: Discrep,ancies between 
student saspiratiorr index and expectation 
index are positively related to non­
utilitari~~ delinquency. 

Specific ~othesis4c: Discrepancies between the 
Indl vJ.duaJO ' s asprrations and expect ations are 
positively related to utilitarian delinquency. 

!mPlrical HHothesis 4?1: Discr~pan?ies between 
. student s occupat~onal asp~ratJ.ons and 

expectations are positively related'to 
utilitarian delinquency. 

E!Pirical ~othesis 4C2: Discrepancies between 
f"tudent s educational aspirations and 
expectations ,are positively related to 
utilitarian delinquency. 
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Empirical Hypothesis 4C3: Discrepancies between 
student's aspiration index and expectation 
index are positively related to utilitarian 
delinquency. 

Specific Hypothesis 4D: Discrepancies between the 
individual's aspirations and expectations are 
positivel:; related to nonutilitarian delinque.,1; 
behavior. 

Empirical Hypothesis 4Dl: Discrepancies between 
student's occupational aspirations and 
expectations are positively related to non­
utilitarian delinquency. 

Empirical H{pothesis 4D2: Discrepancies between 
studen 's educational aspirations and 
expectations are positively re],ated to 
nonutilitarian delinquency. 

Empirical Hypothesis 4D3: Discrepancies between 
student's aspiration index and expectation 
index are positively related to non­
utilitarian delinquency. 

General Hypothesis 5: Anomie is negatively related to social 
cluss. 

S ecific and Em 

General *,oothesis 6: Anomie is positively related to 
devlant behavior. 

Specific ~Dothesis 6A: Anomia is posi~ively related 
. to ut !itariandelinquent 'behavior. 

Specific ~Ypothesis 6B: Anomia is positively related 
to nonutilitarian delinquency. 

General ~pothesis 7: Social class is negai:ively related to 
dev ant behavior. 

Specific and ,Empirical P'.ypothesi:o_7A: Social class is 
. negatively related to utili taITCiTI delinquent 

behavior. 

Specific and Empirical Hypothesis 7B: Social Class is 
negatively related to nonutilitarian delinquent 
behavior. i , 

j 
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srATrsrIcAL~PROCEnURE 

The method of- analysis to rs underts.ken in the' 

following chapter will be essentially the same fcr each 

hypothe.sis. To test the. empi rical relationships st;ated 

by each hypothe3es simple product-moment correlations will 

be used. This is a measure of association designed to 

measure the <UnOunt of spread or distribution about a linear 

least-squares line. Dynamically considered it measures the 

rate of change in one variable relative to the other. 

Vlewr.,d in this w2o¥, the correlation coefficient "rll is 

primarily a predictive device. It enables the researcher 

to expect a level of one variable by observation of a..'1other. 

certain assumptions are associated with product­

moment cor.relations. The key asswnptions are that the 

variables have bivariate normal distribution, and that the 

relationship between the variables is linear. Correlation 

measures only liJ).ear association. Also, us with J;COst 

statistics, it must be assumed that the variables were 

meal:lured without error, that randomness was maint.ained in 

sample procedure, and that 'ehe individual si::..mple tmits 

are independent. 

It is acknowledged tha.t not all of the data in this 

study confol1ns to the criteria of these assun:ptions. In 

most c~es~ the indices designed to measure variables are 

.formed into continuous ord:.\.nal. scales, the nature of "hich .. 

'. {j 
u t ~---. ______________ .w ____ .. "..;! "C', ~)ilf_,.,.. ___________ .. I_".L!'. ______ ______________________________ _ 
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of course} raises'loome crucial questions concerning the 

assumption vflinearity. In making the statistical tests, 

however, the assumptions necessary 'to apply these tests 

are made. The 'following' reasons provide some justification 

~or this treatment. 

First, as much as possible, all units of the sample 

were drawn on the basis of random selection. 

,Second, most of the variables used in this study by 

actual observation exhibit a falr degree of normality 

and. hOmogeneity • 

. Finally, though these assumptions seem to represent 

the general feeling expreSsed in most statistics books a , 
n\1l!lber of statisticians have taken exception to them under 

certain conditions. For instance, William T. Hayes in his 

te}(t, Statistics for ,Psychologis-ts, suggests that regression 

and correlation are often used as descriptive statistics 

and as such: 18 

II ••• :L t is no t necessary to make any assumption 
at all about the form of the distribution, the 
variability of Y scores within 'X columns or 
'arrays} , ,or the true lev~l of measurement repre­
sented by the scores in order to employ line('r 
regression and correlation indices to describe 
It given set of data. So long as there are N 
distinct cases each having t ..... o numerical scores, 
X and y} then the descriptive statistic of cor­
relation and regression may be used ... and this 
1-8 a perfec tly adeqva te way to talk abeu t the 
tendency for these numerical scores to associate 
or 'go together' in a linear way ... I, 

lBwilliam T. Hayes, Statistics for Psychologists (New 
York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston) 1903). p. 510. 
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In the -present study we t\re primarily in"terested in 

correlation measurements as deEicriptive statistics showing 

association of data or relational te)1dencies within the 

sample, rather than a precise measurement of the degree of 

correlation. In general, neither the theory of anomie, 

nor the available techn.i.ques to measure concepts and rela­

tionships wi thin the theory havEl been advanced to the point 

that precise directl~nal relationships can be stated nor 

the degree and quali ty of that n!la tionsh:f.p be measured wi th 

precision. Hence, even though the ordinal scales employed 

in this research do no t assure perfect lineari tythey do 

provide continuous n'merical scales that can be relet-ed 

through the product-moment correlation to show relational 

tend~ncies in this descriptive sense. For thls reason, in 

the following analysis less emphasis will be placed on the 

actual numerical coefficient while more stress will be 

placed on the dire~tion of the relationship and the relative 

magnitude of the cop,fficients. 

The critical region for rejection of the null 

hypotheSiS is arbitrarily preset at the .05 level or ~lg­

nificance. "With the exception of general hypothesis (me, 

all hypotheses are stated directional~y so a one-tail test 

of significance will be used. Hypothesis one is a non­

directional hypothesis so a two-tail test of significance 

will be employed in this instance. The probability factor 

for n r " varies witl', size of sample, so the level of cor-

relation which is significant at the .05 level will vary 

, 
- , 
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t;r subgroup. ' In the total sample of 409, and" a one-tail 

tes"t, an " r " Q.f .090 or greater will reject the null 

hypothesis at the .05 level of significance •. The" rejection 

levei;of ",r""£6r one ,and two tailed tests by total sample 

"and subgroup are: 

UN!'l S:i'iJI!\r:E SIZE ONE-TAU Tlilo-TAIL 

'TOTAL SAMP'LE· 409 .090 .098 
ANGW MALE 149 .140 .162 
ANGW.FEMALE 169 .130 .150 
SPANISH MALE" 52 .2g0 .322 
SPANISH FEMALE 39 .2 0 .381 

i 
. , 



· .. 

n I ~ 
r' 

Ii u 

i) 

I' n 
1'1 

!I 
I] 
;; 
, ~ 

11 

CHAPrER FIVE 

. FINDINGS 

The taf;k of this chapter is to undertake the empirical 

exploration of Merton I s thesis that differe{ltial access to 

the various means of achieving success in American society 

leads to greater anomie, and greater pressures toward 

deviant behavior in the lower classes as compared to the 

relatively high classes. In the previous discussion we 

have suggested that a study of both the distribution of 

values and the simultaneous distribution of anomie and 

delinquent behavior by social class is yet to be carried 

out. This is 'tile task of our present analysis. In the 

following discussion, the data which has been generated to 

test the hypotheses outlir:ed in the previous 'chapter will 

be presented in an effort to determine the extent cif the 

empirical support for Merton's thesis. 

The order of presentation of the hypot0eses will fol­

low the same sequence as outlined in the previous section. 

In each case~ the test of hypotheses will follow the same 

general formate, which will have three objectives: 

1. to present a restatement of the hypotheses; 

2. to present the results of the statIstical tests 
as they relate to each empirical hypothesis; 

3. to dra'~ inferences from the test ,'l.t the emnirical 
level to the more abstract theoretical level of 
analysis. 
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Merton's theory is formulated into universal proposi-

tions which assume persq,ns expose .to the same socio­

cultural pI'essures will respond in similar manner, irregard-

less of subgroup differences. Thuz, in testing hypotheses 

we will be primarily concerned with measuring relationships 

between variables within the total heterogeneous sample to 

determine the extent of the support for each hypothesis. 

It must be recognized, however, that the phenomena 'under 

consideration in this study is of such a nature that sub­

cultural differences may exist within the complex American 

society. This is especial~.y true of success values and 

aspirations. To determine the nature and extent of subgroup 

Variation, the sample has been subdivided into subsamples 

delineated on the basis of sex and ethnicity. The subgroups 

used in this investigation are: Spanish American male, 

Spanish American female, Anglo American male, and Anglo 

American female. 

The procedure to be followed in testing hypotheses will 

be to present the data and relationships meas'ured within the 

total sample, followed by data concerning the relationships 

between variableB in each subsample, to detgrmine the extent 

of the support for Mer~n's thesis within each subgroup. 

TO simplify the process of presenting hypotheses being 

tested, symbols will be used to identify hypotheses. The 

symbol "G.H." refers to "general hypothesisj" "S.H." refers 

to "specific hypothesisj II "E.H." refers to i'eni,pirical 

hypothesis. II 
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HYPOTHESIS ONE 

G.H. 1: Success values are not related to social class. ' 

S.H. lA: Absolute levels of aspirations are not 
related to social class. 

E.H. IAl: Absolute levels of occupational 
aspirations are n'ot related to socio­
economic status. 

The calculated-correlation coefficient for the total 

sample 1,S .152. The coefficient is significant at the .01 

level, which is within the preset critical region. Thus, 

th,e null hypothesis is rejected. Since the empirical 

hypoth~sis is the null hypothesis, this data tends to refute 

the original hypothesis, although the degree of correlation 

is small. This suggests slightly higher occupational aspir-

ations among the upper socio-economic strata j however, the 

,difference, in absolute occupational aspirations of persons 

variously located in the social structure appears to be small. 

By subsample, the calculated correlatlon coefficients, 

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICAl'ICE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE .186 .05 , REJECTED 
ANGLO FEI-1ALE .107 N.S.* ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE .665 .001 REJECTED 
SPANISH FEI-1ALE -.43'( .05 REJECTED 

*All correlations tha~ are not si~~lficant at the 
.05 level are 'identified by the symbol "N.S." 
meaning "not significant." 

These data suggest that there is a positive relationship 

between socio··econamic status and occupational goals among 

,;, 
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boys of both ethnic gro~ps. Among girls the relationship 

changes. Here there is no signific~~t relationship between 

these variables among Anglo girls, and a significant 

negative relationship among Spanish girls. Sex appears to 

be an important intervening variable, influencing the extent 

of the social class variations in occupational aspirations. 

With the exception of Spanish boys, these data do not 

indicate any strong tendency toward lower aspirations among 

the lower strata, as has been frequently suggested in 

previous literature. Though the relationship between these 

variables are not consistent throughout the subsamples, the 

evidence does appear to refute the empirical hypothesis and 

to indicate a slight but general tendency toward a positive 

relationship between social class and absolute occupational 

aspirations. 

E.H. 1A2: Absolute levels of educational 
aspirations are not related to 
socio-economic status. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is .190. The coefficient is significant at the .01 

level which is within the preset critical region. Thus, the 

null hypothesis is rejected. Since the empirical hypothesis 

is also the null hypothesis, these data appear to refute the 

origional hypothesis, although the degree of correlation is 

small. The data suggest slightly higher educational aspir-

ations among the upper socio-economic strata, however, the 

difference in absolute educational aspirations of persons 

differentially located in the social structure seems to 

be small. 
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By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients, 

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the 

null hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICfu'ICE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE .186 .05 REJECTED 
ANG LO FEMALE .221 .01 REJECTED 
SPANISH MALE .204 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.160 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The data for Spanish boys and girls supports the null 

hypotheses and thus the empirical hypothesis which is also 

the null hypothesis. The data for Anglo boys and girls tend 
I 

to refute the empirical hypothesis, suggesting higher 

educational aspirations among higher status youth, although, 

once again, the relationship is at a low level of correlation. 

In general, these data point to a tendency toward a positive 

relationship between these variables rather than a clear cut 

or strong relationship. 

E. H. lA3: The indiv~dualls as~iration index. 
is not related to socio-economic 
status. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is .133. The coefficient is significant at the .01 

level which is within the preset critical region. Since the 

empirical hypothesis is also the null hypothesis, these data 

appear to refute the original hypothesis, although the 

degree of correlation is small. The data suggests slightly 

higher aspirations among the upper socio-economic strata, 
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however, the differences in absolute aspirations of persons 

differentially located in the social structure seems to . 

be small. 

.By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients, 

the levels of significance, and the actJUns taken on the 

null ~~o:hesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL'HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE .062 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEMALE .108 N.S • ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE . 146 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.277 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The calculated correlation coefficients for all sub-

groups are not significant at the .05 level, so the null 

hypothesis is not refuted. Thus, the empir.ical hypothesis, 

which is also the null hypothesis, is supported for each 

subgroup. The lack of agreement between the test for the 

total sample and the sub samples is, no doubt, due to the 

f'act that the smaller the sample thl'! highe:l"- the correlation 

necessary to be statistically significant at the preset 

critical region. 'The correlations, however, are small in 

all cases, suggesting that there is very little relationship 

between social class and levels of aspirations. The 

direction of' the relationship seems to suggest slightly high­

er aspirations in the higher classes which has been noted 

in other studies. Even though there is some inconsistency 

1n the data., the small degree of' correlation seems to 

suggest sorne support for the general hypothesis under 

consideratj~on • 
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Summarr: In general, the tests of absolute levels of 

aspiration presented in this section indicate slightly 

higher absolute aspirations in the upper strata of the 

American society as compared to the relatively lower 

classes. The degree of differ~lce between persons of 

various socia-economic status "is. surprisingly small. The 

correlation between success-goals and socia-economic back-

ground is so small that one can infer common strivings 

toward high success-goals among persons of all socio-

economic levels. Even though absolute aspirations do seem 

to be posit! vely related to social class background among 

the young people in this sample, the variations appear 

:r:ather unimpressi ve when compared to the "lide socio-economic 

variations in the family backgrounds of these stUdents. 

Thus, these data, in part at least, support the assumption 

01' common success values in the American society. 

S. H. lE: Mobility Aspirations are not related to 
social class. 

E.H. lEI: Occupational. mobility aspirations are 
not related to socia-economic status. 

The calculated coefficient for the total sample is 

-.520. The coefficient is significant at the .001 level, 

ldlich is within the pres3t critical region. Thus the null 

hypothesis is rejected. Since the original hypotheSiS is 

alf;o the null hypothesis, the data do not support this 

empirical hypothesis. The correlation 1s a fairly high 

negative correlation, indicating considerably higher 

mobility aspirations in the lower strata as compared to the 

higher strata. 
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By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients, 

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the 

null hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELAT:LON SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.462 .001 REJECTED 
ANGLO FE1.fALE -.698 .001 REJECTED 
SPAJ.'HSH MALE -.244 N.S. ACCEPI'ED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.512 .001 REJECTED 

'rhe null hypothesis is refuted in all subgroups except 

the Spanish males. The specific hypothesis is supported in 

the case of the Spanish boys where there is no statistically 

significant relationship between occupational mobility 

aspirations. In the other three groups there is a signifi­

cant negative relationship between these variables~ indicat-

ing that occupational mobility aspirations are higher in the 

relatively lower strata. 

E.H. IB2: Educational aspirations are not 
related to socio-economic status. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.538. The coefficient is significant at the .001 

level, which is within the preset critical regi.on. The null 

hypothesis is rejected. Since the original hypothesis is 

also the null hypothesis, the data do not support this' 

empirical hypothesis. The correlation is a relatively high 

negative correlation, indicating much higher mobility 

aspirations among the lower strata youth in this sa.mple. 

By subsample, the calculated correlation coef'ficients~ 

the l.evels of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 
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SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICAl'ICE NULL hYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.596 .001 REJECTED 
.ANGLO FEMALE -.559 .001 REJECTED 
SPANISH MALE -.260 N.S. ACCEPrED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.086 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The correlation coefficients are significant at the 

.05 level for the Anglo subsamples. The data for these 

subgroups do not support the empirical hypothesis. In the 

case of Spanish male and female subgroupsJ the coefficients 

are not significant so tae null hypothesis is accepted in 

both cases. Thus, the empirical hypothesis which is also 

the null hyp~thesis, is supported in these two subgroups. 

High mobility aspirations seem to be related to ethnicity 

with the desire to improve one's position in society becoming 

more acute in the Anglo subgroups. Even though the level of 

correlation among Spanish youth is lower than among the Anglo 

youth, the direction of correlation is also negative, in­

dicating a general tendency toward· greater-position dis­

content among lower strata youth in all four subgroups. 

E.H. lB3: The mobility aspiration index is 
negatively related to socio­
economic st at us. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.573. The coefficient is significant at the .001 

level, which is within the preset critical region. Thus, 

the null hypothesis is rejected. Since the empirical 

hypothesis 1s also the null hypothesis, the data do not 

support the original hypothesis. The correlation is a 

·1 t 
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relatively high negative correlation, indicating much higher 

mobility aspirations among the lower strata youth. 

By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients, 

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the 

null hypothesis are; 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPCr1'HESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.568 .001 REJECTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.654 .001 REJECTED 
SPANISH MALE -.308 .05 REJECTED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.413 .01 REJECTED 

,The calculatad correlation coefficients in all sub­

samples are significant within the preset critical region, 

so the null hypothesis is rejected in all cases. The 

'coefficients are relatively high negative correlations, 
, . 

indicating m:.ch hi"gher mobilit;y aspirations in the lower 

strata of all subgroups. 

Summary: The "data presented in this section, clearly 

indicate B!eater position discontent "among the lower strata 

youth of this sample. Mobility aspirations, when considered 

in terms of ~ccupational, educational, or a combined index 

of occupational and educational aspirations, tend to be 

consistently higher i.n the lower strata. These findings 

tend to suggest that'the lower classes are, perhaps, more 

ambitious than the higher strata. Care, however, must be 

taken in drawing conclusions from this type of measurement 

for there are certain inherent weaknesses in this type of 

measurement that place in question such inferences. Students 

in the lower strata, due to 'their lower starting pOSition, 
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can improve their position over the~r :father substantially 

IIlOre than students whose fathers fill occupational positions 

near the top of the hierarchy of occupational status. It 

is safe to conclude, from these data, however, that the 

emphasis on success and social ascent is no less character-

istic of the lower classes compared to higher classes, and, 

in fact, may be more acute in the lower strata. 

S.H. and E.H. lC: Entrenreneurial value orientations 
are not related to social class 
(soc~o-economic status). 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is .061. The coeffici~~t is not significant at the 

.05 level. Therefore, the null hypothesis is accepted. The 

empirical hypothesis is also the null hypothesis so the 

data support the original hypothesis. These findings 

indicate insignificant variations in entrepreneurial values 

by socio-economic background. 

B.Y subs ample, the calculated correlation coefficients, 

the levels of significance, and the action taken on the null , 

hypothesis are: 

sAM'PLE CORRELATION SIG~;'i' .cICA}/cE NULL I1YI'CIl'H~sI s 

ANGLO MALE .029 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.024 N. S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE .063 N.S: ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE .010 N.S. ACCEPTED 

Th" findings among all subgroups are consistent with 

the findings in the total sample. The calculated correla­

tion coefficients are not significant at the .05 level so 
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the null hypothesis is accepted in all cases. Hence, 

these data support the empirical hypothesis and the 

theoretical proposition under consideration. 

SUMMARY OF HYPOTHESIS I 

In the previous discussion, data were presented to 

test the general hypothesis that success values do not vary 

with social class background. Three indices of success 

values were used in the analysis. Absolute aspirations 

were found to be generally related in a positive direction 

to socio-economic background of students. Some subgroup 

variation from this trend occurred in our analysis, 

especially among Spanish girls. The relationships between 

social class and levels of aspirations were found to be 

generally weak in nearly all cases, indicating more of a 

tendency toward higher aspirations in the higher socio­

economic levels rather than the wide variations which 

might be expected in the light of the wide ~ange of socio­

economic backgrounds of students in this sample. 

Mobility aspirations were clearly related to social 

class, ~owever, in the negative direction. Lower status 

youth indicated a much higher desire to improve their 

position over that of their family of origin than was 

found among higher status youth. This was found to be 

true in the case of both educational and occupational 

'aspirations. Lower class Anglo youth were generally found 

toaSp'ire toward social mobility more than Spanish youth, 

especially when' we focus on educational mobility. However, 
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when a combined index of educational and occupational 

aspirations was used, lower status Spanish youth indicated 

a substantially higher desire to improve their status in 

society than their higher status neighbors. Thus, our 

analysis reveals a strong negative relation of success 

values to socio-economic status. 

On the surface, these two measures of success values 

seem tc refute the general hypothesis that success values 

are not related to social class. A closer examination, 

however, suggests more support for this assumption than a 

superficial examination might indicate. These findings 

indicate high aspirations among all socio-economic status 

groups. Even though higher status youth tend to aspire fo~ 

higher goals than lower status youth, the youth of all 

social levels seem to have high aspirations that are 

indicative of a success theme. The extent of lower class 

acceptance of high aspirations is especially. revealed when 

their aspirations are related to family background. Here, 

lower class youth aspire to improve their status by several 

social increments over that of their parents, pointing to 

an acute emphasis on success and social ascent in the lower 

strata. These two measures, when viewed together, seem to 

indicate a universal emphasis on success and social ascent 

shared by all status groups. In this sense, our data may 

be taken as generally supportive of the general theoretical 

hypothesis under consideration in this section that success 

values are not related to social class. 
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This analysis is reinforced by our measurements of 

social class variations in more abstract cultural value 

orientations. Entrepreneurial value orientations we<re 

found to be unrelated to social class, no matter whether 

we focused upon the total sample or upon subgroups within 

the sample. These findings suggest that the various socio-

economic levels not only share a similar emphasis on 

success and social ascent, but also, they share more 

abstract values that may be instrumentally important in 

realizing these success-goals. Thus, in general, the data , 
presented above provides rather strong support for Merton's 

assumption of a common success emphasis in the 

American society. 

HYPOTHESIS II 

G.H. 2: Discrepancies between success-goals and values and 
their accessibility are negatively related to 
social class. 

S.H. 2A: Discrepancies betwee~ the individual's 
aspirations and the :f;sunily breadv/inner's 
level of achievement are negatively 
related to social class. 

E.H. 2Al: Discrepancies between the family 
breadwinner's occupational level 
and the student's occupational 
aspirations are negatively related 
to socio-economic status. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.520. The coefficient is signific~nt at the 

.001 level, which is within the preset critical region, 

so the null hypothesis is refuted. The direction of the 

relationship is as hypothesized, so the data support the 

empirical hypothesis. 
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By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients, 

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on tile 

null hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICA .. 'iCE NULL HYPUrrlliSIS 

ANGLO MALE -.462 .001 REJECTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.698 .001 REJECTED 
SPANISH MALE -.244 .05 REJECTED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.512 .001 REJECTED 

The null hypothesis is rejected for all subgroups. 

The direction of the relationship is as hypothesized, so 

the empirical hypothesis is supported in all cases. 

E. S. 2A2: Disc repancies between the family 
breadwinner's educational level Qf 
achievement and the student's 
educational aspirations are nega­
tively related to socio-economic 
status. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.538. The coefficient is significant at the 

.001 level, which is within the pres,et critical region, so 

the null hypothesis is refuted. The direction of the 

relationship is as hypothesized so the original proposition 

is supported. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the 

levels of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICAXCE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.596 .001 REJECTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.559 .001 -REJECTED 
SPANISH MALE -.260 .05 REJECTED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.086 N.S. ACCEPl'ED 
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The null hypothesis is refuted in both Anglo Ameri.can 

subsamples. In these two subgroups the direction of the 

relationship between these variables are as hypothesized so 

the empirical hypothesis is supported. Among Spanish Amer­

ican youth the direct.1.on of the relationship is as hypothe­

sized, however, the level of correlation is not significant 

at the .05 level among Spanish girls. Even thQ~I,gh the null 

hypothesis is not refuted among Spanish girls, the negative 

correlation between these variables does suggest at least a 

tendency toward greater position discontent a~ong the lower 

strata of all subgroups in this sample. Thus, the empirical 

hypothesis is generally supported in this research. 

E.H. 2A3: Discrepf.:1lc.ies between the student's 
background index and their aspiration 
index are negatively related to socio­
economic status. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.573. The coef.ficient j,s significant at the .oel 

level, whicl;t is within the preset critical region, so the 

null hypothesis is refuted. The direction of the relation­

ship is as hypothesized, so the empirical hypothesis 

is supported. 

~ subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance arLd the action taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPurHESIS 

ANGLe MALE -.569 .001 REJECTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.654 .001 REJECTED 
SPANISH MALE -.308 .05 REJECTED 
SPMUSH FEMALE -.413 .01 REJECTED 
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The null hypothesis is refuted in all cases, and th,e 

direction of relationship is as hypothesized, so 'the data 

from each subsample supports the empirical hypothesis. 

E.H. 2A4: Discrepancies between the student's 
background index and their expecta­
tion index is negatively related to 
socio-economic status. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for th.e total 

sample is -.321. The coefficient is significant at the .001 

level, which is within the preset critical region, so the 

null hypothesis is refuted. The direction of relationship 

is as h:"'Pothesized, so the data supports the 

empirical hypothesis. 

ay subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients, 

the levels of significance, and the action taken on the null 

- hypothesis are: 

sAMl5r:E cURREtATIofl SIG:llFICAlICE NULL l:IYPIYr HESI S 

ANGLO MALE -.388 .001 REJECTED 
ANGLo FEMALE -.385 .001 REJEC'l'ED 
SPANISH MALE -.093 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.274 .05 REJEC'l'ED 

The null hJ~O~~8Sis is rejected in all cases, except 

for Spanish males, and the direction of relationship is as 

hypothesized, so the originai proposition is supported 

among Anglo American students and Spanish girls. The 

relationship between these variables are not significant 

at the .05 level in the Spanish male subgroup so the null 

hypothesI's is not refuted. Even though these correlations 
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are not significant, the direction of relationship is as 

hypothesized, indicatj.ng a tendency toward greater 

discrepancies in lower strata of all subgroups. 

Summary of S.H.2A: 

The data presented in this section provided fairly 

strong and consistent support for the specific hypothesis 

that discrepancies between the individual's aspirations 

and the f'amily breadwinner's level of achievement are 

negatively related to social class. In this sense, these 

f'indings seem to support Merton's belief that aspirations 

are more inaccessible in the lower strata of society. Two 

exceptions were noted. Spanish girls indicated no 

relationship between educational discrepancies and social 

class background. This suggests that strains brought 

about by high educational aspirations are no greater in 

the lower class than in the relatively higher classes. 

The otl1er exception was the relationship bet.ween social 

class and discrepancie~ between background and expectations 

among Spanish boys. This finding indicates that lower 

class Spanish boys do tend to lower their expectations more 

than other groups, and thereby, minimize possible st rains 

that may result f'rom such discrepancies. The same tendency 

1s found in other groups, but not to the same extent as we 

found among the Spanish boys. In all subgroups we 

observed a tendency to reduce discrepancies by lowering 

expectations among lower class youth, bllt not to the extent 

that these discrepancies are entirely eliminated. Thus, by 
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all four measurements of backgrow1d discrepancies used in 

this study, we rind rather strong support for the assumption 

that discrepancies between aspirations and their accessi­

bility are greater in the lower class, a finding which 

generally supports Merton's thesis. 

I 

S.H. 2B: Discrepancies between the individual's 
success aspirations and expec~ations are 
negatively related to social class. 

E.H. 2Bl: Discrepancies between s~udent's 
occupational aspi rations and 
occupational expectations are 
negatively related to socio­
economic status. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.097. The coefficient is significant at the 

preset .05 level of significance, so the null hypothesis 

is rejected. The level ~f correlation is very low so the 

data do not provlde strong support for the en:pirical 

hypothesis, suggesting, on the other hand, that there is 

little relationship between social class and: discrepancies 

between occ upational aspirations and expectations. 

By subsample, the calculated correlation coefficients, 

the levels of significance and the actions t~~en on the 

. null hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE Ziill.L HY'PurHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.O~l N.S. ACCEP'rED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.0 8 N~'S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE -.179 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SP ANISH FEMALE -,.159 N.S; ACCEPI'ED 
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The correlation coefficients are not significa~t at 

the .05 level in any of the four subsamples, so the null 

hypothesis is accepted in all cases. The data does not 

support the hypothesis under consideration, indicating no 

significant relationship between occupational expectation 

discrepancies and social class. 

E.H. 2B2: Discrepancies between student's 
educational aspirations a~d ex­
pectations are negatively related 
to socio-economic status. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

samp~e is -.167. The coefficient is significant at the 

.01 level, which is within the preset critical region, so 

the null hypothesis is refuted. The direction of the 

relationship is as hypothesized so the empirical hypothesis 

is supported, but at a low level of correlation. 

B,y subsample, the correlation coefficients, the level 

of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYparHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.289 .01 REJECTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.126 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE -.180 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SP ANI SH FEMALE -.051 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The correlation coefficients are not significant for 

any subs ample except in the case of Anglo American boys, so 

the null hypothesis is not refuted in the Anglo female and 

Spanish subgroups. The correlation coefficient is signi­

ficant at the .01 level for Anglo boys, so the null 
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hypothesis is rejected. The direction of relationship is as 

hypothesized, so the empirical hypothesis is supported in 

the Anglo male subgroup. The low level of correlation in 

cases where the hypothesis is supported statistically, 

however, indicates that the extent of the relationship 

between these variables is extremely weak. At best, one 

could assert that there is a tendency toward a negative 

relationship behleen these variables, rather than a clear-

cut negative relationship. In general, these findings 

indicate that the relationship between educational 
I 

expectation discrepancies and social class bac~ground 

is we~lc. 

E.H. 2B3: Discrepancies between student's 
aspiration index and expectation 
index are negatively related to 
socio-economic status. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.107. The coefficient is significant at the .05 

level, which is within the preset critical region, so the 

nul' hypothesis is refuted. The relationship is in the 

direction hypothesized so the empirical hypothesis :L8 

supported. The level of correlation between these variables 

indicate that expectation discrepancies are only weakly 

related to social class. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 
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sAMPLE 

ANGLO MALE 
ANGLO FEMALE 
SPANISH MALE 
SP ANI SH F&"iALE 

CO RRE1A1'1 ON 

-.144 
-.041 
-.167 
-.197 
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SIGNIFICANcE 

N.S. 
N.S. 
N.S. 
N.S. 

NULL HYPO'!'HESLS 

ACCEPTED 
ACCEPTED 
ACCEPTED 
ACCEPTED 

The correlation coefficients for all subgroups are not 

significant at the .05 level, therefore, the null hypothesis 

is accepted in each case. The data do not support the 

empirical hypothesis, indicating no relationship between 

expectation discrepancies and social class background. 

Summary of S.H. 2B: 

The support for the hypothesis that discrepancies 

between aspirations and expectations are negatively related 

to social class has been found to be weak in the data 

presented above. Our analysis of these data indicate only 

a slight tendency for discrepancies between aspirations 

and expectations to be higher in the lower socio-economic 

levels. On the basis of this analysis only a tentative 

acceptance of the specific hypothesis under consideration 

in this section is warranted. 

Summary of HypotheSiS II 

In this section data has been presented to test the 

relationship between socio-~ultural discrepancies and 

social class. The general hypothesis tested, states that 

discrepancies between success-goals and values and their 

accessibility are negatively related to social class. To 

test this relationship two indices were used. The first 

index was a measure of the discrepancies between the 
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student! s lev8l of aspiration and the frunily socio-economic 

background. Here, the data generated to test this rela­

tionship indicated significantly greater discrepancies in 

the lower strata, which strongly supports the original 

hypothesis. 

The second index used wa$ a measure of the discre-

pancies between the student's success ~spirations and 

expectations. The data generated to test this rela\ionship 

suggested a slight tendency toward a variation in the 

hypothesized direction, however, the statistical support 

for the original hypothesis proved to be extremely weak. 

These findings seem to indicate greater position 

discontent among lower class youth. youth from the lower 

socia-economic backgrounds consistently aspired to improve 

their position over that of their father by a greater 

increment than youth in the higher socio-economic levels. 

Since social mobility is, no doubt, no less difficult in 

the lower strata than in the higher strata, it follows 

logically that the more acute position discontent of the 

lower classes may very well produce objective soci,~l 

situations where success-goals are realistically les'3 

accessible. 

<Xl the other hand, the data do not indica,te 

significantly greater awareness or belief on the part c.lf 

lower status YOllth that their goals are more inaccessible. 

The discrepancies between the success-goals toward which 

indi viduals aspire and the act ual goals they expect to 

attain are actually not greatly more common in the lower 

t! 
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strata. This indicates that lower class youth expect to 

reach their aspired goals about as frequently as higher 

status YOllth. In other words, this analysis points to 

little social class variation in the extent to which 

individual's perceive a discrepancy between their aspirations 

and their accessibility. In the social psychological sense 

then, the original hypothesis is not supported. Youth in 

the lower classes may actually be exposed to circumstances 

where their aspirations ar~~ in a realistic sense, less 

accessible, but, at the same time, youth at this level of 

high school do not appear to be any more aware, or at 

least, do not perceive that their goals are less accessible 

than higher status youth. Therefore, these data provide 

only partial support for the general proposition that 

discrepancies between aspirations and their accessibility 

are greater in the lower strata. 

HYPOTHESIS III 

G. H. 3: Discrepancies between success-goals and values 
and their accessibility are positively related 
to anomie. 

S.H. 3A: Discrepancies between the individual's 
aspirat~ons and the family breadwinner's 
level of achievement are positively 
related to anomia. 

E.H. 3A1: Discrepancies between the family 
breadwinner's occupational level 
and the student's occupational 
aspirations are posi ti vely relate,>!! 
to anomia. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.040. The coefficient is not significant at 

the .05 level of significance, so the null hypothesis is 
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not refuted. The data do not support the empirical 

hypothesis. 

By subsample, the calculated corralation coefficients, 

the levels of significance, and the actions taken on the 

null hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPO'l'HESI S 

ANGLO MALE -.120 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEI·1ALE -.008 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE -.163 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.186 N.S. ACCEPTED 

I The calculated correlation coefficients are not 

significant at the .05 level for any of the subsamples, so 

the null hypothesis is not refuted. The empirical 

hypothesis is not supported by these data for any of 

the four subgroups. 

E.H. 3A2: Discrepancies between the family bread­
winner's educational aspirations are 
positively related to anomia. 

The calculated correlation cdefficient for the total 

sSmple'1s' "054. The coefficient is not significant at the 

.05 level, so the null hypothesis is not refuted. -The data 

does not support the empirical hypothesis. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the 

levels of s~~ificance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE 1::151UmLATI15N SIGNIFIclmcE NULL HYPGrHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.060 N.S. ACCEPTED 
Atl'GLO FEMALE . 013 N.S • ACCEPTED 
SP Al.1I SH MALE . ,057 N.S • ACCEPTED 
SP ANISH FEMALE -.344 .05 REJECTED 
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The calculated correlation coefficients for all 

subsamples except Spanish female are not significant at the 

.05 levE!l,. so the null hypotheses are not, refuted in these 

subgroups. The correlation coefficient among Spanish gi rls 

is signi:flcant but in the reverse dtrection to the directiol'l 

hypothesi::~ed. The empirical hypothesis is not supported in 

any of the four subgroups. 

E.H. 3A3: Discrepancies between the student I s 
background index and their aspiration 
index ~re positively related to anomia. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is - .. 024. The coefficient is not significant at the 

.05 level so the null hypothesis is not refuted. The data 

do not support tne empirical hypothesis. 

By subsa'mple~ the calculated correlation coefficients~ 

the levels of significance~ and the actions taken on the 

null hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICNICE NULL HYPOTJ-IESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.124 N.S. ACCEPI'ED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.0003 N. S. ACCEPI'ED 
SPANISH MALE -.190 N.S. ACCEPI'ED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.213 N.S. ACCEPI'ED 

The calculated correlation coeffic'ients are not 

s1gnificant at the .05 level for any s.ubsample~ so the null 

hypothesis is not refuted. The empirical hypot~esis is not 

supported by these data for any subgroup. 

E.H. 3A4: Discrepancies between the stud~~tls 
background index and their expecta­
tion index are positively related 
to anomia. 

It _________ ..... ______________ .-:---~------lJ.,~J 
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'rhe calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample 1s -.097. The coefficient is not significant at the 

.05 level, so the null hypothesis is not refuted. The data 

do not support the empirical hypothesis. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance, and the actions taken on the null hypoth-

esis are: 

SAMPLE C(jRRELATION SIGNIF'I CAI'fCE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.213 .05 REJECTED 
ANG LO FEMALE -.005 N.S. ACCEPrED 
SPANISH HALE -.030 N.S. ACCEPrED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.304 .05 REJECTED 

The calculated correlation coefficients for Anglo 

girls, and Spanish boys are not significant at the .05 

level, so the null hypothesis is not refuted. Anglo boys 

and Spanish girls show a negative relationship between 

these variables at a level of sign~ficance within the preset 

critical region so the null hypothesiS is rejected for this 

subgroup. The direction of the relationship is inverse to 

the hypothesized direction so the data in all cases fail 

to support the empirical hypothesis. The data suggest, 

in the case of Anglo boys and Spanish girls, that the 

greater the discrepancies between the b~.ckground index and 

the expectation index the lower the anomia score. 

Sununary of Specific Hypothesis 3A: The data presented in 

this study in general does not support the specific 

hypothesis that discrepancies between the family bread­

winner's level of achievement and the student's success 
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aspi rations are positively related to anomia. 'l'he above 

findings indicate that there is no statistically 

significant relationship between these variables. There­

fore, these data do not support the original theoretical 

hypothesis. 

S.H. 3B: Discrepancies between the individual's 
success aspirations and expectations 
are positively related to anomia. 

E.H. 3Bl: Discrepa.'1cies between student's 
occupational aspirations and 
occupational expectations are 
positively related to anomia. 

J The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.058. The coefficient i.s not. significant at 

t,he .05 level so the null hypothesis is accepted. The data 

do not support the empirical hypothesis. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the 

levels of significance and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

sAMPLE CORRELATIO!I SIGrUFICAl'ICE NULL HYPO'rHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.137 N". S. ACCEPrED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.016 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE .110 N.S. ACCEP'fED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.193 N.S. ACCEPrED 

The calculated correlation coefficients are not 

significant at the .05 level so the null hypothesis is 

accepted in all cases. The data do not support the 

empirical hypothesis in any subsample. 

E.H. 3B2: Discrepancies between student's 
educational aspirations and edu­
cational expectations are positively 
related to anomia. 

I. 
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The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is .079. The coefficient is not significant at 

the .05 level so the null hypothesis is accepted. The data 

do not support the original hypothesis. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance and the actions taken on the null hypothesis 

are: 

SAMPLE CUrtRELA:TIGN sImn~'I(;Al'1CE ~IULL hY?;;rH~sIs 

ANGLO MALE -.052 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEMALE .044 N.S. ACCEPrED 
SPAl'fISH MALE ,282 .05 REJEGrED 
SPANISH FEI·lALE .023 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The calculated correlation coefficients are not 

significant at the .05 level except in the Spanish male 

subgroup, so the null hypothesis is accepted in all cases. 

The data for these subgroups do not support the original 

hypothesis. The empirical hypothesis is given some sup­

port among Spanish boys although at a low level of 

co rrelation . 

E.H. 3B3: Discrepancies between student's 
aspiration index ru1d e~Jectation 
index are positively related to 
anomia. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.028. The coefficient is not significant at 

the .05 level so the null hypothesis is accepted. 

By subsample the correlation coefficient, the levels 

of' significance and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 
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sAMPLE 

ANGLO MALE 
ANGLO FEMALE 
SPANISH MALE 
SPANISH FEMALE 

COl{RELATlu~l 

-.094 
-.009 

.131 
-.121 
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SIGNU'IcAHcE 

N.S. 
N.S. 
N.S. 
N.S. 

NULL HYP\)'l'HESIS 

ACCEP'rED 
ACCEPTED 
ACCEP'rED 
ACCEfYI'ED 

The calculated correlation coefficients are not 

significant at the .05 level so the null hypothesis is ac­

cepted in all cases. The data do not support the original 

hypothesis in any subsample. 

Summary of Specific HypotheGis 3B: 

The data generated to test the specific hypothesis 

that discrepancies between the individual's success aspir­

ations and expectations are positively relateq to anomia 

provided no support for the hypothesized relationship. The 

findings j.ndicate that there is no statistically significant 

relationsHip between these variables. 

Summary of Hypothesis .III: 

In this section data were pre.sented to test the 

relationship between socio-cultural disc repancies and 

anomia. The general theoretical hypothesis under consi­

deration states that "discrepancies between success-goals 

i:IJ1d values and their accessibility a:re positively related 

to anomia." To test this relat:Lonship, discrepancies were 

operationally defined in two differents ways. The first 

defined the disjunction between success-goals and their 

accessibili.ty in terms of the discrepancies between the 

student's aspirations and their family background. Four 

indices were used to meazure background discrepancies. 
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None were significantly related to anomia. The second 

definition of disjunction between goals and their ac­

cessibil~ty was defined in terms of the individual's per­

ception of limited opportunity, expressed in discrepancies 

between aspirations and expectations of success. Three 

indicies were used to measure expectation discrepancies. 

None was s~gnificantly related to a~omia. Hence, the 

general proposition, assuming thes·e indices provide valid 

measurements, is not supported. These data indicate no 

statistically significant relationship of discrepancies 
~, 

between aspirations and thei"r accessibility to anomia. 

HYPOTHESIS IV 

G.H. 4: Discrepancies between success-goals and values and . 
their accessibility are positively related to 
deviant behavior. 

S. H. 4A: Discrepancies between the individual's aspir­
.ations and the family breadwinner's level of 
achievement are positively related to utili­
tarian delinquency. 

E.H. 4Al: Discrepancies between the family 
breadwinner's occupational level and 
the student's occupational aspirations 
are positively related to utilitarian 
delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.158. The coefficient is significant at the 

.01 level of .significance which is within the preset 

critical region so the null hypotheSis is refuted •. The 

direction of relationship is inverse to the hypothesized 

direction, so the data do not support the empirical 

hypothesis. Rather, the data indicate a negative relation­

ship between utilit~rian delinquency and occupational 

disc repancies. 

I ------________________ ._ .... _______________________ u.-----------------------
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By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the 

levels of significance and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORhELATION SIGtllFICAl-ICE NULL HYP01'HESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.238 .01 REJECTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.127 N.S. ACCEPl'ED 
SPANISH MALE .038 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE .146 N.S. ACCEP~ED 

The correlation coefficient'for Anglo males is 

significant at the .01 level, so the null hypothesis is 

ref~ted in this subgroup. The direction of relationship 

is inverse to the hypothesized rela"'Gionship, so the data 

do not support the empirical hypothesis. Rather, among 

Anglo boys, occupational di.screpancies are negatively 

related to utilitarian d~linquency. For the other three 

subgroups, .~l1e coefficients are not signific.ant at the .05 

level so the null hypothesis is not refuted, suggesting 

that these vari.ables are not related. Henc'e, the empiricai 

hypothesis is not supported in any of the subgroups, with 

some tendency toward a negative relationship between. 

utilitarian delinq\\ency and occupational discrepancies 

oc~urring among Anglo American youth, es~ecailly among 

Anglo boys. 

E.H. 4A2: Discrepancies between the family 
breadwinner's educational level and 
the student's educational aspira"'Gions 
are positively related to utilitarian 
delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample 1s -.087. The coefficient 1s not significant at 

1 i 

-------_______ .w.'h~· 
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the .05 level so the null hypothesis is accepted, indi­

cating no relationship between educational discrepancies 

and utilitarian delinquency. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the 

levels of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

:smrn CORRELATION SIGNIFIcNlcE NOtE HYPOTHESIs 

ANGLO MALE -.194 .05 REJECTED 
ANG LO FEMALE -.064 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SP ANISH 1<1ALE .187 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE .023 N.S. ACCEP'rED 

The correlation coefficient for Anglo Males is 
I 

significant at the .05 level which is within the preset 

critical region. The coeffic'.ent indicates a negative 

relationship which is inverse to the hypothesized relation-

ship so the data do not support the empirical hypothesis. 

The correlation coefficients for the other three sub"amples 

are not significant at the .05 level so the null hypothesis 

is accepted. Hence, the data for the four subsamples do 

not support the empirical hypothesis. 

E.H. 4A3: Discrepancies bet"een the student's, 
background index and their aspiration 
index are positively related to 
utilitarian delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficlent for'the total 

sample is - .127 . The coefficient is signifi·cant at, the 
.' 

.05 le'/el which is within the preset critical region so 

the null hypothesis is rejected. The direction of the 

relationship is inverse to the hypothesized direction so 
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the data do not support the empirical hypothesis. The data 

indicate a tendency for utilitarian delinquency to be 

negatively related to background discrepancies. 

By subsarnple, the correlation coeff1.cients, the 

levels of significance and the actions taken on the null 

h,ypothesis are: 

SAMPEE L:ORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPCfl'HESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.223 .01 REJECTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.114 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE -.05~ N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE .05 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The calculated correlation coefficient for Anglo boys 

is significant at the "01 level which is within the preset 

critical region so the null hypothesis is rejected. The 

direction of the relationship is inverse to the hypothesized 

relationship, indicating that utilitarian delinquency is 

inversely related to background discrepancies. The cor­

relation coefficient for the other three sub£arnples are not 

significant at the .05 level so ~he null.hypothesis is 

accepted. The empirical hypothesis is not supported in any 

of the subsarnples. 

E.H. 4A4: Discrepancies between the student's 
background index and their expecta­
tionin~ex are positively related 
to utilitarian delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.107. The coefficient is significant at the 
.,," 

.05 level so the null hypothesis, is rejected. The direction 

'of the relationsh:l:p is inverse to the hypothesized 
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relationship indicating a negative relationship between 

expectation discrepancies and utilitarian delinquency. 

Thus, the data do not support the empirical hypothesis. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the 

level of significance and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.208 .01 REJECTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.015 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE -.102 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE .290 .05 HEJECTED 

The calculated correlation coefficients for Anglo 

males and Spanish females are significant at the .05 level 

so the null hypothesis is rejected. The direction of 

relationships is inverse to the hypothesized relationship. 

The coefficients in the other two subsamples are not 

significant at the .05 level so the null hypoi 'Lsis is 

accepted. The empirical hypothesis is not supported in 

any subgroup. 

Summary of Specific Hypothesis 4A: The data presented in 

this section indicates no support for the specific 

hypothesis that discrepancies between the individual's 

aspirations and family breadwinner's level of achievement 

are positively relaLed to utilitarian delinquency. For 

the most part the findings showed no statistically 

significant relationship between these variables. The 

only sign:i.ficant relationships were found among the Anglo 



,I 

i 

Ii 
11 
1 j 
)\ 
I' c.l 
"" li 

tJ ,. 
1\ 
!' 

ii 
If 

it 
I', 

II 
II 

166 

boys ~ihere the significance relationships were consistently 

inverse to the hypothesized relationship, indicating that 

utllitarian delinquency tends to be negatively related to 

background discrepancies. 

S.H •. 4B: Discrepancies between the indiviuual's 
aspirations and ·the family breadwinner's 
level of achievement are positively 
related to nonutilitarian delinquent 
behavior. 

E.H. 4Bl: Discrepancies between the family 
breadwinner's occupational level 
and the student's occupational 
asp1 rations are posi ti vely related 
to nonut111tarian delinquent 
behavior. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.140. The coefficient is significant at the 

.05 level so the null hypothesis is rejected. The direction 

of the relationship is inverse to the hypothesized rela-

. tionship indicating that occupational discrepancies are 

negatively related to nonutil:i.tarian delinquency. The data 

do not support the empirical hypothesis. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the 

levels of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesiS are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFIC.cUICE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.256 .01 REJECTED 

ANGLO FEMALE -.049 N.S. ACCEPrED 

SPANISH MALE -.021 N.S. ACCEPrED 

SPANISH FEMALE -.049 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The calculated correlation coefficient for Anglo 

males i::; significant at the .01 level so the null hypothesis 

=,. 
____________ ... ,.1, _____________ 1 
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is rejected. The direction of relationship is inverse to 

the hypothesized relationship. The coefficients for the 

other three subsamples lire not significant at the .05 

level so the null hypothesis is accepted in each case. The 

empirical hypothesis is not supported in any subs ample. 

E.H. 4B2: Discrepancies between the family 
breadwinner's educational level 
and the student's educational as­
pirations are positively related 
to nonutilitarian delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.068. The coefficient is not significant at 

the .05 level so the null hypothesis is not refuted. The 

data do not support the empirical hypothesis. 

ay subsample, the correlation coefficients, the 

levels of significance and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICll1!CE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.115 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.OgJ N.S . ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE . Ol~ N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE -·31 .05 REJECTED 

The calculated coefficients for all subsamples except 

the Spanish girls are not significant at the .05 level so 

the null hypothesis is accepted in all cases. Spanish 

girls show a significant correlation but in a direction 

inverse to that hypothesized. The data do not support 

the empirical hypothesis in any subsample. 
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E.N. 4B3: Discrepancies between the student's 
background index and their aspiration 
index are positively related to non­
utilitarian delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.088. The coefficient is not significant at the 

.05 level so the null hypothesis is not refuted. The data 

do not support the empirical hypothesis. 

BY subsample, the coefficients of correlation, the 

le'!els of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

~lYPothes.ls are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MAtE -.153 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEt-1ALE -.070' N.S. 'ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE -.109 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FE!>1ALE -.181 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The calculated correlations are not significant at the 

.05 1evp). for any subsample SCI the null hypothesis is ac­

cepted in all cases. The data. do not support the empirical 

hypothesis in any subgroup. 

E.H. 4B4: Discrepancies between the student's 
background index and their expecta­
tion index are positively related to 
nonutilitarian delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for, the total 

sample is -.125. The coefficient is si~~ificant at the .01 

level which is within the' preset critic~l region so' the null 

hypothesiS is refuted. The direction of relationship is 

inverse to the hypothesized relationship so, the data do not 

support the empirical hypothesis. These data indicate a 

nega.tive relationship between nonutilitarian delinquency 

-: 
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and expectation discrepancies. 

Summary of E.H. 4B4: The data presented in this section 

indicate no support for the specific hypothesis trlat dis­

crepancies between the individual's aspirations ru1d family 

1 'ead\'linner's level of achievement are posi ti vely related 

to Utilitarian delinquency. For the most part the findings 

showed no statistically significant relationship between 

these variables. The most significant relationships 

between these variables were found among the Anglo boys, 

where the significant relationships were consistently 

inverse to the hypothesized relationship, indicating that 

nonutilitarian delinquency tends to be negatively related 

to background discrepancies. 

S.H. 4c: Discrepancies between the individual's 
aspirations and expectations are posi­
ti.vely related to utilitarian delinctuency. 

E.H. 4Cl: Discrepancies between student's 
occupational aspirations and ex­
pectations are positively related 
to utilitarian delinquency. 

The calCUlated correlation cpeffictent for the total 

sample is -.059. The coefficient'is not signi.ficant at the 

.05 level, so the null hypothesiS is not refuted, ihdicating 

no relationship between occ,upational aspirations-eJqlectation 

di3crepancies and utilitarian delinquency. The empirical 

hypothesis f"s not supported .. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the 

levels of significance and the actions taken 011 the null 

hypotheSiS are: 

\. 'i 
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SAMPLE 

ANGLO HALE 
AN G LO F Rto\.ALE 
SPANISH MALE 
SPANISH FEMALE 

CORRELATION 

-.090 
-.009 
-.135 

.141 
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SIGNIFIC~WE 

N.S. 
N.S. 
N.S. 
N.S. 

NULL HYPO:ri-l.ESIS 

ACCEPTED 
ACCEPTED 
ACCEPTED 
ACCEPTED 

'rhe calculated correlation coefficients are not 

significant at the .05 level for any of the subsamples, so 

the null hypothesis is not refuted for any subgroup. The 

data do not support the empirical hypothesis in any subsample. 

E.H. 4C2: Discrepancies between student's 
educational aspirations and ex­
pectations are positi vely related 
to utilitarian delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.065. The coefficient is not significant at the 

.05 level, so the null hypothesis is not refuted, indicating 

no relationship between educational aspiration-expectation 

discrepancies and utilitarian delinquency. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICAl{CE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.065 N.S. ACCEPrED 
ANGLO FEMALE .094 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH M..<U.E -.226 N.S. ACCEPrED 
SPANISH FEMALE .062 N.S. ACCEPrED 

The calculated correlation coefficients are not 

significant at the .05 level for any of the subsamples, so 

the,null hypothesis is accepted in all cases. The data 

indicates no relationship between educational a~piration-

\ ' 
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expectation discrepancies and utilitarian delinquency in 

all subsamples. The empirical hypothesis is not supported 

in any subgroup. 

E. H. 4C3: Discrepancies between student's 
aspiration index and expectation 
index are positively related to 
utilitarian delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.067. The coefficient is not significant at 

the .05 level. so the null hypothesis is not refuted. 

These findings indicate no relationship between aspiration­

expectation discrepancies and utilitarian delinquency. The 

data do not support the empirical hypothesis. 

ay subsample, the correlation coefficients. the levels 

of ,significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

sAMJ5rn CORREL.il.:T ION SIGNIFICANCE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.097 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.034 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE -.154 N.S . ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE • 193 . N.S. ACCEPTED 

The calculated correlation coefficients are not 

significant, in any subsample, at the .05 level, so the 

null hypothesis is not refuted. These findings indicate 

there is no relationship between aspiration-expectation 

discrepancies and utilitarian del~nqu~lcy, The data do 

not support the empirica~ hypothesis, 

Summary of E.H. 4c: The data presented in this section 

provide no support for the specific hypothesis that 
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discrepancies between the individual's aspir~tions and 

expectations are positively related to utilitarian 

delinquency. The findings presented indicate no relation­

ship between these va~iables. 

S.H. 4D: Discrepancies between the j,ndividual's 
aspirations and expectations are 
positively related to nonutilitarian 
delinquency. 

E.H. 4Dl: Discrepancies between student's 
occupational aspirations and 
expectations are posi ti vely 
related to nonutilitarian 
delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.134. The coe.fficient is significant at the 
I 

.05 level so the null hypothesis is refuted, but at a low 

level of correlation. These findings indicate a slight 

negative relationship between occupational aspiration­

expectation discrepancies and nonutilitarian delinquency. 

The direction of the relationship is inverse to the 

hypothesized relatior.sh:!. p, so the data do not support the 

empirical hypothesis. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE N UtL FfYParImsIs 

ANGLO MALE -.132 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.166 .05 REJEC"I'ED 
SP ANI SH MALE -.157 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE -.061 N.S. ACCEPTED 

" i 
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The calculated correlation coefficients are not 

signific~!t at the .05 level for a~y subsample except Anglo 

females, so the null hypothesis is not refuted in these 

cases. Anglo females show a significant correlation but 

inverse to the hypothesized relation. These findings 

indicate no support for the empirical hypothesis in any 

subgroup. 

E.H. 4D2: Discrepancies between student's 
educational aspirations and ex­
pectations are positively related 
to nonutilitarian delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

s~le is -.022. T.he coefficient is not significant at 

the .05 level so the null hypothesis is not refuted. These 

findings indicate no relationship between educational 

aspiration-expectation discrepa."lcies and nonutilitarian 

delinquency. The data do not support the elIIpirical 

hypothesis. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance and the actions taken on the null hypothesis 

are: 

SAMPLE CORRELATION SIGiIIFICANCE NUJ:'IJ HYPOTHESIS 

ANGLO MALE -.060 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.068 N.S. ACCEPfED 
SPANISH MALE -.143 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SP ANI SH FEMALE .086 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The calculated correlation coefficients are not 

significant at the .05 level for any subsample, so the null 

hypothesis is not refuted. These data indicate no I 
'. :; 

'. 
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relatiohship between educational aspiration-expectation 

discrepancies and nonutilitarian delinquency among any 

subgroup. The empirical hypothesis is not s~pported. 

E.H. 4D3: Discrepancies between student's 
aspiration index and expectation 
index are positively related to 
nonutilitarian delinq~ency. 

The catculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.124. The coefficient is significant at the .05 

level, so the null hypothesis is refuted, but at a low 

level of correlation. These findings indicate a slightly 

negative relationship between aspiration-expectation 

discrepancies and nonutilitarian delinquency. The direction 

of the relationship is inverse to the hypothesized relation­

ship, so the data do not support the empirical hypothe·sis. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance, and the actions taken on the null 

hypotheSis are: 

sfiRpLE CO RRELATION SIGNIFICA.1CE ImLt HYFOTHESIS 

ANGIe; l-tALE -.1~8 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.1 4 .05 REJECTED 
SPANISH MALE -.129 N.S. ACCEPI'ED 
SPANISH FEMALE .059 N.S. ACCEPI'ED 

The calculated coefficients are not significant at 

the .05 level for any of the subsamples except Anglo females 

so the null hypotheSiS is not refuted in these cases. Anglo 

females show a significant correlation but inverse to the 

hypothesized direction. Tne data do not support the 

empirical hypothesiS. 

! I 
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Summal"'J of S.H. 4D: The data. presented in this secci.on 

provide no support for the specific hypothesis that 

discrepancies betwi:)en the individual's :..splraticms und 

expectations are positively related to nOl1utiJita.rian 

delinquency. The above analyses indicate no relationship 

between these variables. 

summary of Hypothesis IV: 

In this section data were presented to test the 

relationship between socia-cultural discrepancies and 

delinquency. The general theoretical hy-pothesis states 

that discrepancies between success-goals and Values and 

their accessibility are positively rel1tted to deviunt; 

behavior. Deviant behavior has been operationally defined 

1,n terms of two types of juvenile delinquency: utili'carlan 

and nonutillt;arian . DiscJ:'epanl!ies between aspirations and 

their accessibility were also defined 1n two ways. The 

first defined ere disjunction between succe~s-goals and 

their accessibility in terms of the discrepancies between 

the student's aspirations ana their faJnilY background, '.rhe 

second, defined these discl'epancies in tenns of the indi­

vidual's perception of limited opportunity, expressed 1n 

discrepancies between aspirations and expectations of 

success. The data generated to measure these variables 

pl'Qv~de no support for the general hypothesis. In nearly 

all cases no relationship was found 'between either non­

utilitarian or utilitarian delinquency and discNpancies 

between goals and their 'lcceosibil.i.ty. Significant; 
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relatIonships t-hat did uppear between these variables 

were :few and consistently in the inverse direction to 

that hypothesized. Thus the data of this research 

provide no support for the general hypothesis.' 

HYPOTHESIS FIVE 

G.H. 5: Anomie is negatively related to soci.:U class. 

S.H. an-d E.H. SA: Artomia is negatively related to 
social class (socio-economic status). 

The calculated correlation coefl'icient for the t.Otal 

sample is -.088. The correlation coefficient is not signl-

1:icant at the . OS level) so the null h:'>'Pothesis is not 

refuted. These findings indicate no relatlonship between 

anomia and socio-economic status. The data do not support 

the specifl.;- hypothesis . 

By subsample, the correlation coeff.t<'ients .. t.he levels 

of significance and the action tuken On the null hypothesis 

are: 

SAMP.LE 

ANGLO MALE 
ANGLO FEMALE 
SPAHISH HALE 
SPANISH FEMALE 

CORRELATION 

_.001~ 

-.094 
. 070 
.074 

SIGNIl!'ICANCE 

N.::;. 
N.S. 
N.S . 
N.S. 

NULL HYPCIl'HESIS 

ACCEPTED 
ACCEPrED 
ACCEPrED 
ACCEPrED 

The correlation coefficients are not signifi~ant at the 

.05 level for any subgroup so the null hypothesis is accepted 

in all cases. These findings indicate that there is no 

relationship between anomia and socio-economic status in any 

subgroup. The data o:f this research do not support the 

. l' 
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general hypothesis that anomie is negatl vely related to 

social class. 

HYPCY.rHESIS VI 

G.H. 6: Anom:l.e is positively related to devlant behavior. 

S.H. and E.H. 6A: MOm.!.'" is posit.ively related to 
utili.arian delinquency. 

The calculated corr8.1.ation coefficient for the total 

sample is .306. The coefrici~at. is significanl; at the 

.001 level which is within the preset critical region so 

the!: null hypothesis is rejected. The direction of the 

relationship is in the direction hypothesizt:lu, wtd at a 

moderate level of correlar ion so the data support the , 
empirical hypcthesis. 

By subs ample, the correlation coe1'ficients, the 

levels of significance, and the action taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAMPLE CORRELA:rlvf; SIGNrl<'rC~WE ;iULL HYPlll'HESrS 

ANGLO MALE .415 .001 REJECTED 
ANGLO FEMALE .242 .. 001 REJECT.ED 
.sF.ANI SH .HALE .O~!? N.S • ACCEPl'ED 
SPANISH FE.v,ALE . 0 b N.S. AGCEPTED 

The calculated correlation coe1'ficients 1'0 X' Spanish 

American male and female sub samples are not significant at 

the . 05 level so the null hypothesis is accepted in these 

~'ases. These findings indicate no relationshlp between 

anomie and utilitarian delinquency among Spanish youth, 

The calculated correlation coefficients for Angle American 

male and female subsamples are significant atche .001 
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level of significance which is within the preset critical 

region sotherrullhypothesis is rejected. in these cases. 

The directio"ll of the. relatlonsh~ps are in the direction 

hypothesized so· the data. is supportiye of the empirical 

hypothesis 'in the .case of Mglo youth .. H~ce, the data of 

this reseal'eh support the .. general hypothesis that anomie is 

'. 'posi ti've1.y related·tp del1.nquen.t bebavior among' l\nglo 

American youth but not among Spanish youth. 

S.H. 'and E.H. 6B: 'A<lomia is positively 'r"Clated to 
nonutilitarian delinquency, 

The calculated cQrrelation coefficient for the total 

sample is .350. The coefficient is significant aG the .05 
I 

level which is within the preset critical region so the null 

hypothesis is rejected. The direction of the relationship 

is .Ln the hypothesized direction so the data supports the 

specific hypothesis. 

By subsample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance and the action taken on the null hypothesis 

are: 

SAMPLE CORRELA'l'ION SIGNIFICANCE ~IULL HYPOl'HESIS 

ANGLO MALE .381~ .001 REJECTED 
ANGLO FEMALE ·325 .001 REJECTED 
SPANISH MALE .066 N.S. ACCEP,):'ED 
SPANISH FEMALE .254, N.S. ACCEPTED 

The calculated correlation coefficients for Spanish 

American male and female subsamples are not significant at 

the .05 level so the null hypothesis is accepted. These 

findings indicate no relationship between anomia and 

~. ----------------............ ~----~----------------------~======~.,j 
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nonutilitarian delinquency among Spanish youth. 'J:he 

calculated correlation coefficients for Anglo American male 

.and female subsarnples are significant at the .001 level 

which is within the present critical yegion so the null 

hypothesis is rejected. The cl.irection of the relationship 

is consistent with the hypothesized relationship so the data 

from subsamples support the empirical hypothesis. Hence, 

the hypothesis that anom:i.a is positively related to non-

utilitarian delinquency is 1?upport.ed among anglo youth but 

not Spanish youth. 

Summary of G.H. 6: The data presented in this se.ction indicate 

stat'istically signtficant support for the hypothesis that both 

utilitarian and nonutilitarian delinquency are positively re­

lated to anomia among Anglo American youth. Span~sh Anerican 

youth, howev·er, indicate no relationship bebween anomia and 

either utilitarian and nonutilitarian delinquency. Hence, 

anomie seems to be abetter predictor of delinquency among 

persons of dominant cultural background than among persons 

from subcultural backgrounds. 

HYPOTHESIS VII 

G.H. 7: Social Cle,ss is negatively related to de 1r1ant 
behavior. 

S.H. and E.H. 7A: Social Clas.s (socio .. economi~ ~tat';ls) 
is negatively related to utJ.l1.tanan 
delinquency .. 

The ce~~ulated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample is -.002. The coefficient is not significant at the 

.05 level so the null hypothesis is accepted. These 

f ~ 
f.j 
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findings inJ.icate no relationship between utilitarian 

delinquency and social class. The specific hypothesis is 

not supported. 

By subs ample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance and the actions taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 

SAl·1PLE CORRELATIO:r SIGNIFICA.:WE NULL HYPOTHESIS 

ANG LO 1<1A.LE -.001 N.S. ACCEPTED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.054 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPANISH MALE .024 N.S. ACCEPTED 
SPAl'USH FEl-!ALE .081 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The c~l~ulated correlation coefficients are not 

significant at the .05 level for any subsarnple 50 t~e null 

hypothesis is accepted in all cases. These findings 

indicated no relationship between utilitarian,delinquency 

and social class lor any subgroup 50 the empirical 

hypothesis is not supported. 

S.H. and E .. H. 7B: Social Class (socio-economic status) 
is negatively related to non­
utilitarian delinquency. 

The calculated correlation coefficient for the total 

sample i~ -.037. The coefficient is not significant at 

the .05 level so the null is accepted. These findings 

indicate there is no relationship between socio-economic 

status and nonutilitarian delinquency. The empirical 

hypothesis is not supported. 

By subs ample, the correlation coefficients, the levels 

of significance, and the action taken on the null 

hypothesis are: 
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"sAMfitE CORRELATION SIGNIFICANCE flOLL Ft"'lpV.I'HEsls 

ANGLO MALE -.083 N.S. ACCEPI'ED 
ANGLO FEMALE -.067 N.SCI ACCEPTED 
SP ANI SH MALE .095 N.S • ACCEPTED 
SPANISH FEMALE . 178 N.S. ACCEPTED 

The calculated cQrrelation coefficients are not 

significant at the .05 level for any subsample ,50 the null 

hypothesis is accepted in all cases. TheSe findings 

indicate that there is no relationship between socio-

economic status and nonutilitarian delinquency in any sub-

group so the empirical hypothesis is not supported. 

summa:ry of G.H. 7: The data of this research provide no 

support for the general theoretical hypothe::Ois that socia:. 

class is negatively related to deviant behavior. Neither 

utilitarian or nonutilitarlan delinquency was statistically 

related negatively to socib-economic status. The findings 

indicate no relationship between social class and rates 

of delinquency. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

INTERPRETATION. AND CONCLUSIONS 

This study has centered upon an empirical investigation 

of the theory of anomie as an explanation of deviant behavior 

in complex societies. Underlying this inquiry have been two 

major theoretical controversies, surrounding anomic theory 

of deviancy, that have been the major focus of this inquiry. 

The first theoretical objective has been to explore the 

utility ~f anomie as an explanation of juvenile delinquent 

behavior. There have been rather strong criticisms of 
I 

anomic theory which have raised question concerning its 

applicability to juvenile delinquent behavior. The second 

theoretical concern has focused on the relation of social 

class to anomie and delinquent behavior. Some questions 

have been raised in recent research concerning Merton's 

thesis that differiential access to the various means of 

achieving success in American society leads to greater 

anomie, and greater pressures toward deviant behavior in 

the lower classes as compared to the relatively high 

classes. The second theoretical objective was to explore 

the extent of the empirical support for this thesis. 

In order to implement an investigation of these 

theoretical issues, several specific objectives were 

formulated. These specific objectives constituted an 

attempt to explore differentials in: 

, ·i 

I 
I , 
I 

! 
I 
I 
Ii 
r 



1 ' 
~ ; . 
'I ,~ 
~ : . 

I 
j <; 
i 

i· , 

1. Acceptance of the success-goals and associated 
norms through objective value responses; 

2. Relative accessibility to means of success 
through social class differentials; 

3. The degrees of discrepancy between goals and 
their accessibility through class differences 
in aspirations a.'1d expectations of success; 

4. Social class differentials in degrees of 
anomie through distribution of anomia scores; 

5. Social class differentials in delinquent 
behavior through distribution of delinquent acts. 

The pursua.'1ce of these objectives lead directly to the 

simultaneous measurement of social class variations in 

success values, anomie and delinquent behavior, which had 

not previous~v bep.n undertaken in the same study. Under-

lying these measurements were seven general hypotheses which 

were derived directly from Merton's theoretical formulation 

of anomic theory. They are: 

1. Success goals and values are not related to . 
social class. 

2. Discrepancies between success-goals and their 
accessibility are negc,tively related to social 
class. 

3. Discrepancies between success-goals and their 
accessibility are positively related to anomie. 

4. Discrepancies between success-goals and their 
accessibility are positively related to 
deviant behavior. 

5. Anomie is negatively related to social class. 

6. Anomie is positively related to deviant behavior. 

7. Social class is negatively related to deviant 
behavior. 
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Each of these general hypotheses yielded a number of 

interrelated subhypotheses. After operationalization of 

concepts, the hypotheses were moved to the empirical level 

for test. The data of this research provided strong support 

for some aspects of ~!erton' s "thesis. In other instances, 

little or no support was found. In the following discussion 

we will attempt to evaluate and interpret the theoretical 

significance of these findings to the theory of anomie. The 

early part of this chapter will be devoted to an j.nterpre-

tation of our Bimultaneous measurements of social class 

variations in success values, anomie and delinquent behavior. 
I 

The latter part of the chapter will explore the theoretical 

significance of these findings to our major research objec-

tives. In this part of the discussion we will attempt to 

interpret the extent to which our data supports Merton's 

thesis of lower class anomie, and the utility of anomie 

theory as an explanation of delinquent behavior. 

SOCIAL CLASS AND SUCeESS 'lALUES 

A crucial eleruent in Merton's theoretical formulation 

of the theoI"'J of anomie and deviant behavior is the as­

sumption that the inCUlcation of high success values are 

patterned characteristics Which cross-cuts subgroup and 

social class differences in the American society. To test 

the extent of social class acceptance of success values, the 

concept success value was operationalized in three different 

wa;ys, providing several different measures of -the value 

placed on success and social ascent. These definiti.ons of 
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success values were: (1) the level of aspiration measured in 

tenns of absolute educational and occupational goals of 

elev~~th grade youth; (2) the mobility orientatlon measure 

in tenns of the extent to which these aspirations reflect 

a desire to improve the individual's social standing over 

the position of their fathers; (3) the cultural value 

orientations embodied in the JlJIlerican Dream precept which 

we refer to in this study as the entrepreneurial 

orientation. 

Aspirations: The findings presented in the previous 

chapter indicated a slight positive relationship between 

high success-goals ~~d social class. The social class 

variations in absolute levels of aspirations~ however~ were 

found to be surprisingly small when compared to wide var-

iations in family background represented in this sample. 

Even though success-goals do appear to be sorr.ewhat related 

to social class~ the degree of relationship is so small 

that it seems untenable to conclude~ as some sociologists 

have in recent literature~ that lower class values are 

interven:.lng variables which "reduce the very voluntary 

actions which would ameliorate their low position. ,,1 The 

levels of aspirations of the various classes have not been 

found, in this inquiry, to be greatly different and 

lHerbert Hyman, "The Value Systems of Different 
Classes," in Reinhard Bendix and Seymour 1-1. Lip set J eds. J 

Class, Status and Power (New York: The Free Press of 
Glencoe, 1904) p. bOo 

I' 

I 

, . 

I 

,I 
I 

_ -:-+1.,-J 



,1 

'li' 

~ 
i 

c')1 

I I , , 
II 
I j 
I' \ ~ 
t' 11 

! ! 
, ~ 
( 

Ii 
t 
i' 

i 

186 

repre~ent quite high ambition at all levels. In general 

then, the findings related to levels of ~pirations seem 

to be supportive of Merton's asswllption of a universal 

system of success values even though the absolute level 

may in some instances be higher among the higher classes. 

These same trends seem to hold in subgroups delimited 

by ethnicity and sex. When a combined index of educational 

and occupational aspirations was used, no significant 

relationship between social class background and the levels 

of aspiration were found in any of the subgroups p'll1ployec1 

in qur analysis. These findings suggest a greater degree 

of consensus concerning desired style of life among Amer-

ican youth of diverse backgrounds than have previously been 

recognized which, in turn, is supportive of Merton's 

original assumptions. 

Mobility Orientation: The data in this research indicated a 

fairly consistent ~~d strongly negative relationship between 

social class background and roobili ty aspirations. youth 

from the lower strata aspire to improve their position over 

that of their father by a greater increment than do youth 

from the higher strata. Even though the ab::;olute level of 

aspiration may be lower on the average, these findings 

suggest greater position dis·content on the part of lower 
class youth. In this sense, the data of this research 

supports the findings of eal-lier studies that seem to in­

dicate that the value ~fllaced on success i& no less strongly 
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'held in the lower classes than in the higher classes, and 

may be experienced ~ore acutely at this level due to m0re 

limited opportunity. 

In the previous discussion we have cautioned several 

times concerning ~eaknesses in relative measurements of 

aspirations. For when comparisons are made between levels 

of youth aspirations and f'amily background, lower strata 

youth can aspire to improve their position in society by 

a greater increment than the upper strata youth who start 

near the top of' the hier.9.rc~~r. When relative a.YJ.d absolute 

aspirations are taken into account simultaneously, however, 

a f?~rly clear picture of the emphasis placed on success 

and social escent is provided. In the present study, the 

lower strata of the hierarchy aspire toward slightly lower 

levels of occupation and education than the hi~ler strata, 

however, these aspirations represent a strong emphasis on 

relative success a.YJ.d social ascent. The higher strata 

aspire toward positions more simil~r to their father's 

level of achievement, suggesting less mobility strivings 

than lower strata youth. On the other hand, the occupa­

tional and educatiorial levels toward which they aspire 

are quite high and suggest a strong empr isis on success 

in these areas of activity. Rence, together these 

findings support the assertion of a common value system 

which emphasizes success and social ascent for persons of 

all socia-economic backgrounds. 
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Entrepreneurial Value Orientations: To provide a more 

generalized measure of value standards that emphasize 

success and the importance of appropriate steps which may 

lead to success, a measurement of CUltural value orienta-

tions was undertaken. In this sense, a measurement of a 

set of values implicit in the American Dream precept Here 

developed. Two basic properties of this precept have been 

employed in this investigation. The first is the precept 

\"rhich defines achievement and monetary success as morally 

legitimate ends of man, a~d a realistic possibility to 

anyone who is properly motivated and endowed with the 

innat,e potentialities. The second is the spirit that has 

often been referred to as the Protestant Ethic, which 

involves a strong emphasis on ha:r:d work,· self-discipline 

and rationalism as the appropriate and desirable mode of 

behavior in man's socio-economic activities. The value 

index employed in this inquiry to test the American Dream 

precept has been referred to in this study as the entre­

preneurial value orientation, and has been designed as an 

attempt to capture the basic value system that makes 

morally legitimate any ,activity which increases the 

capaCity to achieve. 

These broader and more generalized measure of 

values were considered desirable in this study because 

of the general recognition that something more than 

aspirations are necessary as an index of the type of 
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success values, which Merton seems tQ have in mind, that 

are of such a magnitude that they drive an individual 

toward deviant behavior in situations where access is 

blocked or limited. 

It is at this more general level that a nLL'!lber of 

writers feel the influence of social class is most acute. 

By taking a subcultural approach to the study of social 

class, these writers tend to view each class as a self­

contained universe~ developing a distinctive style of 

life and a distinctive system of subcultural values. The 

lower class~ in turn, is frequently described as more 

traditional, less achievement oriented, more concerned 

with physical sec'lrity and more familial in orientation, 

as opposed to the entrepreneurial-achievement oriented 

middle class. For insta.'lce, some have suggested that the 

lower class individuals do not take risk to achieve 

because they cannot face the possibility of failure or 

of becoming poorer. It has further. been argued, that the 

lower class individual "~oesn't want as much success, 

knows he couldn't get it even if he wanted to, and 

doesn It want what might help him get success. ,,2- This is 

to suggest that lower strata :!-ndividuals have been 

socialized into a value pattern that is nCit only inappro­

priate to success in industrial society, but also, is not 
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condusi ve to the taking of appropriate steps necessary to 

reach these goals, a process often referred to as anti-

cipatory socialization. 

Merton's thesis does not deny social class differences 

in values. It does, however, suggest that the American 

Dream precept tends to be a universal feature of the Amer­

ican society. This precept is perhaps most universally 

associated with the emphasis on monetary success, but 

also, it involves an emphasis on other success symbols 

that m~ increase one's capacity to achieve monetary 

success. This type of value system, he believes, is 

widely enough characteristic of the lower strata to be a 

significant pressure toward deviant behavior in circum-

stances where avenues to these success symbols are not open. 

The findings of this research seem to support 

Merton's thesis. The entrepreneurial value orientation 

index was not found to be related to social class. Our 

analysis suggests a strong orientation toward entrepre­

neurial values at all social class levels with little 

variation in the intensity with which they appear from 

one class to another. What is perhaps equally important 

is the fact that entrepreneurial value orientations 

appear more frequently at all class levels and among both 

Spanish and Anglo _~erican youth than the antithetical 

value system emphasizing more traditional and security 

oriented values. 
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These three measures of success va1U1es tend to 

support Merton's hypothesis that the Amerlcan society is 

a society in which there is a heavy emphe.sis placed on the 

importance of success and social ascent for all its 

members. 

Theoretical Importance: The ongoing debate about whether 

society is based on a common or class differentiated value 

system has been fanned into a strong theoretical controversy 

in recent years through the renewed interest in social 

conflict theory. Functional theorists, especially the 

Parsonian school, have long asserted the importance of 
, 

value consensus as a crucial element in social stability 

and social coherence. Other theorists have rejected the 

value consensus theory as inadequate to explain the social 

realities of complex social, systems. These theorists 

emphasize conflict of interests and conflict of values as 

explanations of social change and social deViation. 

In the area of juvenile delinquency, heavy stress 

has been gi ven to value conflict as an expl,anation of 

lower class delinquency. The emergence of delinquent and 

criminal subcultures have often been attributed to value 

conflicts. This point of view asserts that societies 

often contain several value systems, most noteably class-

linked value systems, which vary in their relative 

dominance so that conformity with a subordinate value 

system evokes sanctions from the agents of the dominant r 
I 
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system. In explaining social class variations in delin­

quency, Walter B. Miller has advanced the thesi~ that: (J). 

The lower class is characterized by distinctive values. 

(2) These vary markedly from the middle-class values which 

undergird the legal codes .(3) The result is that conformity 

with certain lower-class values may automatically result in 

violation of the law. 3 

Miller's thesis is quite generalized and involves a 

wide range of values so that value conflicts can eY.ist 

beyond the narrow ra~ge of success values. The present 

data, however, do indicate that social class value con-
t 

flict in the areas of o'ccupational and economic aspirations 

and moti vations are not very meaningful among this group 

of high school students. 

These findings do suggest that the traditional belief 

in wide variations in class values that grew out of 

research in the earlier years of this century may not hold 

true as readily in contemporar.{ American society' as they 

did earlier. Miller and Swanson have attempted to explain 

this growing similarity in social class values in terms of 

a change in middle class values. 4 They argue that a 

3W• C. Kvaraceus and Walter B. Miller, Delinquent 
Behavior: Culture and the Individual (Washi~g~~n D. c.: 
National Education Association, 1959), pp. be-b9. 

4Daniel R. Miller and Guy E. Swanson The Changing 
American Parent (New York: John Wiley J 1958). 
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bureaucratic orientation which emphasize security and 

cooperative activities over risk-taking and individ~al 

achievement has developed in the middle class in recent 

years. This new value system embraces a set of values 

quite simill'.r to the traditional lower class value patterns 

resulting in a growing similarity or consensus. The find-

ings of this research does not support this thesis, however, 

for the entrepreneurial values seem to be consistently 

stronger in verbal expression' among members of all social 

classes than the more bureaucratic values. 

other theorists have explained the growing similarity 

of. 'economic values as a resu,lt of the growth of a national 

economy and incleased functional interdependence in 

industrial societies. Talcott Parsons, for instance, has 

argued in favor of the value consensus theory and has 

suggested that the ":field of the most direct institution-

alization of our paramount value system is that of oc­

cupational roles. "5 Most Americans are influenced in some 

way by occupational role requirements in the routine 

process of making a living. The value standards under­

lying economic activities at all levels become increasing­

ly more common as the national economy becomes more in-

tegrated and functionally interdependent through time. 

5Talcott Parsons, "A Revised Analytical Approach to 
the Theory of Social Stratification, II in Reinhard Bendix 
and Seymour M. Lipset, eds., Class, status ~d Power (New 
York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 19b4), p. 115· 
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Hence, Parsons argues that, rather than the achievement 

motive in the American Dream a~d the work ethic becoming 

weaker through time they persist and form the core themes 

of the dominant American value system. 6 The data of this 

research lends some support to this notion. 

It is clear,. howe ver, that an adequate explanation 

of delinquency and crime must take into account the 

general consensus of success values and. perhaps deemphasize 

value conflict. Edwin Sutherla~d pointed this out several 

years ago when he wrote: "While criL:til'lal behavior is an 

expression of general needs and values, it is not explained 

by those needs and values since non-criminal behavior is 

an expression of the same needs and values. ,,7 The theory 

of anomie is an attempt to explain the emergent of deviant 

subcultures in terms of common values. The possession of 

high success values is not enough, however to explain 

deviancy according to this thesis. It is the disjunction 

between high aspirations and their accessibility that 

produce anomic strains. Data is needed. to measure the 

extent of these discrepancies. It is to the discussion 

of our findings of social class variations in such 

discrepancies that we turn in the next section. 

6Talcott Parsons, Social Structure and Personality 
(New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 19b5), pp. 195-235. 

7Edwin H. sutherland and Donald R. Cressey, Prin­
c1:ples of Criminology (New York: Lippincott, 196~.),p. 79· 
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SOCIAL CLASS AND ANOMIE 

In this research we have operationalized anomie in 

two diffe~ent ways. The first definition of enomie at­

tempted to measure socio-cultural discrepancies that may 

produce anomic strains. Here we were concerned with 

discrepancies between aspirations and their accessibility, 

for Merton's formulation of anomic theory defines anorrue 

as a "breakdown in the cultural structure, occurring 

particularly when there is an acute disjur.ction between the 

cultural norms and goals and the socially structured 

capacities of members of the group to act in accord with 

them. 118 -The sec~nd definition of anomie was that of anomia 

asa subjective response to anomic strain. In the following 

section we will discuss our findings and interpretations of 

the relationship between social class status and anomie. 

SOcio-Cultural Discrepancies 

Two different measures were used in this study to 

measure discrepancies between aspirations and their acces-

sibility. The first was the discrepancies between the 

student's aspirations and their socie-economic background. 

The assumption underlying this measurement was that social 

mobility is no less difficult in the lower strata than in 

the relatively higher classes, and, perhaps, the 

BRobert K. Merton, Social Theo5f and Social Structure 
(Rev. ed.; New York: The Free Press 0 Glencoe, 195'7). 
p. 162. 
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opportunities for mobility may be relatively more restricted 

in the lower classes. Hence, it follows that persons aspi~ 

ing to improve the:lr social standing over that 'of their 

family of origin by the greatest margin will also find 

these aspirations least accessible in the long run. Back­

ground discrepancies of this type are assumed to be, at 

least, symptomatic of objective anomic conditions. 

The second measurement of discrepancies between 

aspirations and their accessibj,lity used in this study was 

the discrepancies between the student's aspirations of 

success and the expectations of success. The assumption 

underlying this measurement was that individual's con­

fronted with circumstances where their aspirations are 

inaccessible because of social and cultural limitations will 

realistically lower their expectations in the light of 

their social realities, thus, minimizing the strain of 

aspiring for goals realistically beyond their reach. This 

measure of anomic strain i- ~ore subjective because it 

measures the individual r,e;:;,ponse to anomic conditions but 

it does offer another indicator or symptoms of objectiVe 

anomie conditions. 

The findings of this research indicated a very 

strong and consistently negative relationship between 

social class and background discrepancies. This 

negative relationship was found to be more strongly 

c,haracteristic of the Anglo American youth, although it 

was also characteri;tic of Spanish American students. 
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In part, the difference between these two groups is a 

function of their respective socia-economic distribution 

in the sample. Spanish American youths in this sample were 

primarily from the lower strata so that only a weak com-

parison can be made between the aspirations of the extremes 

in the status hierarchy. Since the greatest mobility 

orientation seems to be characteristic of the lower strata, 

the heavy consent ration of Spanish persons at this level 

tends to minimize the correlation between these variables. 

The position discontent of the lower strata Spanish youth 

seems to be about as high as lower strata Anglo youth. 

Hence, these findings tend to support Merton1s belief in 

greater diSjunction between aspirations and means to reach 

these goals in the lower classes than in the relatively 

higher classes. 

When we look at the data measuring the extent to 

which young people from the various classes lower their 

expectations, it does not appear that lower strata youth 

view their chances of reaching their goals to be much 

IOOre restricted tha,n the higher strata youth. 'fhe 

analysis of our measurements of discrepancies between 

aspirations and expectations generally indicate a 

slightly negative relationship with socio-economic status, 

but not at a level that is statistically significant for 

the present sample size. There seems to be a slightly 

hlgher tendency for lower claSs youth t,o lower ,their 

expectations than is true of higher status youth, but 
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the degree of difference is so small that it does not seem 

that lower status youth consider their aspirations as much 

more inaccessible than higher status youth. What may be 

even more interesting is the fact that only a small minority 

of the students at all social levels changed their aspir­

ations when asked what they actually expect to accomplish. 

Thus, the overall results of these tests seem to indicate 

not only high aspirations for all subgroups, but also a 

fairly consistent belief, on the part of all socio-economic 

and ethnic subgroups, that these aspirations are within 

their powel':' to reach. 

This generally optimistic attitude toward the pos­

sibility of future fulfillment of aspirations may be, at 

least in part~ due to the educational status of the sample 

in this research. The sam~le is composed entirely of 

eleventh grade high school students, which is .an age group 

very near to the time when decisions must be made concern-

ing :future occupational and educational goals. On '~he 

other hand, these decisions are not as immediate in the 

life experience of eleventh graders as they are for high 

school seniors or college students. They have not, as 

yet, been confronted with a situation in which they must 

make these crucial decisions which will effect their im-

mediate activities. For this reason~ this optimism 

expressed in this research may reflect unrealistic 
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expectations and aspirations that m~ change significantly 

when the real decision making time comes in their lives. 

The aspirations and expectations of these students do 

not appear, however, to be entirely fantasy. In most cases, 

there is a convergence of occupational and educational 

aspirations which indicate that students with high occupa­

tional aspirations also realize the importance of emphasizing 

the means that will allow them to accomplish these ends. 

Those that desire high occupational positions also aspire 

toward high educational attainment. In this sense, it 

appears that students from all socio-economic backgrounds 
, 

tend to realistically plan their educational experience in 

such a w~ that it will lead then to their desired occupation. 

Thus, we m~ conclude that there is meaningful anticipatory 

socialization taking place in the life experience of these 

students that suggest their optimism is, in part at least, 

based on a realistic appraisal of their chances of reaching 

their occupational goals through appropriate educational 

programs. 

It is interesting to note that the measurement of 

anomia also indicated no relationship between socio­

economic status and subjective anomie. The relationship 

between anorn:i.a and socio-economic status was not statis-

tically significant in any subgroup, suggesting no rela­

tionship between these variables. Thus, in the subjective 

sense, the findings of this research do not support 

M~rton's thesis that differential access to the various 
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means of achieving success in American society leads to 

greater anomie in the relatively lower strata. If subjective 

anomie is a reliable measure or indicator of anomic condi-

tions, it would appear from our data that anomie may be 

slightly higher in the lower classes, but not greater 

enough to produce substantially higher rates of deviancy in 

the lower class, as Merton's thesis assumes. 

Anomie and Discrepancies: 

If anomie is to be conceived as the disjunction 

between goals and means available to reach these goals, as 

Merton's thesis suggests, we should expect to find a high 

relationship between discrepancy scores and anomia scores. 

Interestingly, this was not found to be the case in this 

research. The analysis of our data indicated n statis­

tically significant positive relationship between anomia 

and any of our discrepancy measurell1ents. In general, the 

findings indicated a negative relationship between these 

variables whenever a statistically significant relationship 

occurred, although, generally speaking, our analysis 

indicated no relationship between these variables. 

These findings, of course, place in question either 

Merton's definition of anomie, or the techniques used to 

measure this concept, or perhaps, both of these factors. 

In any case it seems clear that a great deal of effort 

needs to be given to refinement of methods to measure both 

subjective and objective anomie as conceived by Merton, 

and, perhaps, at the same time more attention should be 
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directed toward a refinement and operationalization of 

anomie as a research tool. The data of this research does 

not support the notion that anomie is a class linked 

phenomena, at least among high school youth in the Rocky 

Mountain area. Nor does our analysis suggest that dis­

crepancies between aspirations and their accessibility are 

a meaningful source of structural strain leading toward 

anomic pressures among youth in this sample. This seems 

to indicate th8 need to look for other sources of strain 

within the social structure to explain the relatively high 

anomia scores among youth of all socio-economic backgrounds 

that appeared in this study. 

Parsons' elaboration of anomic theory may offer 

research possibilities, for he broadens the concept of 

anomie to include a wider range of experiences related to 

the inability of individuals to make institutionally 

accepted object attachments. 9 This conceptualization of 

anomie suggests a wide range of experiences applicable to 

the study of anomie among P~gh school youth. Interpersonal 

relation and conformity pressures are especial.ly acute 

among youth in American culture, producing expectations 

and demapds that are frequently in conflict wi i:;h the 

establisheu institutional requ.irements of the domina..'1-t 

9Talcott Parsons, The Social system (New York: The 
Free Press of Glencoe, 1951). 
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culture. In this area is a seemingly rich and almost 

virgin area for further researclf in the nature of anomie 

and its relation to deviant behavior. 

SOCIAL CLASS AND DELINQUENT BEHAVIOR 

One criticism frequently raised against Merton's 

formulation of anomic theory is his assumption that deviant 

behavior is greater in the lower classes. This assumption 

is implicit in his theory and stems from the belief that 

differential access to the various means of achieving 

success in American society leads to greater anomie in the 

lower strata. Deviant behavior, in turn, is viewed as one 

mode of adaptation to anomic strains. Since anomie is 

considered more characteristic of the lower strata, deviant 

behavior would also be expected to be greater in the 

lower classes. 

Official crime statistics have proven unreliable in 

testing assumptions such as this. Even though statistics 

maintained by police officials ingicate higher rates of 

delinquency in the lower classes, there has been a growing' 

body 'of data that have placed in question this assumption. 

In order to provide a more reliable indication of social 

class variations in delinquency rates, we have attempted 

to measure u selected list of delinquent acts objectively. 

The specific delinquent acts used in this study were 

chosen to reflect both utilitarian (profit oriented) 

delinquency and nonutilitarian (nonprofit oriented) 
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delinquency. Delinquency was catagorized as utilitarian 

and nonutilitarian because Merton's theory of: anomie has 

been criticized on t.he basis that it may be applicable as 

an explanation of utilitarian delinquency. but not non­

utilitarian delinquency. 

TUr,rring now to the results of this research, we find 

no support for the assumption that either utilitarian or 

nonutilitarian delinquency is more common in the lower 

cla.ss. The analysis of our data revealed no relatlonship 

between either type of delinquency and socio-economic 

sta.tus. This held true no matter whether our analysis 

included the total sample or subgroups delimited by sex 

and ethnici ty. Thus, it would appear that deli.nquency in 

this sample is not a function of social class. Therefore, 

this research offers no support ior the Mertonian. thesis 

that tmequal opportunities to aChieve. success leads to 

greater anomie and greater pressures toward delinquent 

behavior in the lo~er strata. 

There is a consistent pattern in our data, ho,lever, 

that suggests that anomie may be characteristic of ~\l 

socio-economic levels and that deViant behavior may be 

related to anomie. Our analysis seemed to indicate 

consistentl,y high success aspirations among all socio­

economic levels that' resulted, in wide background dis­

crepancies in the lower class, which may be interpreted 

as acute position discontent. Secondly, our analysis 

suggested a general optimisim among students of all 
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socio-economic levels that their goals are within their 

reach. This was suggested by the fact that wost students 

indicated that they expected to rea h their aspired goals. 

This seems to implY that the lower strata youth do not view 

their opportunity system as being excessively more re­

stricted than the higher socio-economic levels. ThirdlYJ 

our analYsis found no relationship between anomia &~d 

socio-economic status, which suggests that students from 

lower class do not perceive any greater anomic strain than 

the relativelY higher status youth. FourthlYJ our data 

does not indicate greater frequencies of delinquent 

behavior in the lower strata. Thus J we have little support 

for Merton's thesis that anomie and delinquent behar..or are 

functions of social class status. This J howeverJ does not 

necessarilY indicate that there is no relationship oetween 

delinquency and anomie. Our findings concerning the rela­

tionship between these variables will be discussed in the 

next section. 

ANOMIE AND DELINQUENCY 

Merton's theory of anomie as an explanation of 

juvenile delinquency has come under severe attack in 

recent years. One of our major conce~s in this research 

is Cohen's claim that anomic theory may explain adult 

criminal behavior or older juvenile delinquency of a 

utilitarian nature J but it is inadequate to explain non­

utilitarian juvenile delinquency which he feels is more 

common among adolescent Americans. To determine the 

'ii 
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relationship between anomie and these two types of delin-

quency, we me~sured the correlation of utilitarian and 

nonutilitarian delinquency to background discrepancies, 

expectation discrepancies and anomia. The use of these 

three measures as indices of anomie has been discussed 

above so we will not treat this subject in this' section. 

The analysis of Ot4r data revealed little relationship 

between background discrepancies and either utilitarian or 

non!~tilitarian delinquency. Statistically significant 

relations were four,1 between these variables among Anglo 

American boys, but the direction of relationship was 

fOllild to be inverse to the hypothesized relationship. These 

findings suggest that the lower the discrepancies between 

Anglo boys aspirations and their family background the 

greater the tendency toward deviant behavio·r. This same 

tendency was found among other subgroups but not at a 

statistically significant level. These findings point to 

a relationship exactly opposite to Merton's thesis. 

Very little significant relationship was found in 

our analysis between expectation discrepancies and delin­

quency of either a utilitarian or nonutilitarian nature. 

Again, relationships that were statistically significant 

were in the opposite direction to the hypothesized 

relationship. Our data indicates that to a slight degree 

the lower the discrepancy between a student's aspirations 

and expectations the lower will be the frequency of 
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delinquent behavior of either a utilitarian or nonutili-

tarian nature. In the main, however" these two variables 

were not significantly related. Hence, our data does not 

support the thesis that pressures toward deviant behavior 

are produced by discrepancies between aspirations and their 

accessibility. Rather, our findings seem to suggest lower 

delinquency under conditions where aspirations might be 

least accessible. 

The iack of support for Merton's thesis may, at 

least in part, be produced by the methodology used in this 

study. More valid measurements of anomic conditions are 

needed. At best, the discrepancy measures used in this 

study can be interpreted as no more than symptoms of anomic 

conditions and not as valid objectification of anomic 

si.tuations. on the other hand, these findings also suggest 

a need for further refi.nement and operationalization of 

anomic theory, for the empirical support seems to be 

questionable when measured with the existing techniques. 

Our analysis of the relationship between anomia and 

delinquent behavior presents a somewhat different picture 

of the relationship of anomie to delinquency than our 

measures of discrepancies suggest. Here we find both 

utilitarian and nonutilitarian delinquency significantly 

and positively related to anomia among Anglo American 

youth. However, this relationship did not hold true 

among Sp81:ish American youth. Among Spanish youth no 

significant relationship was found between anomia and 
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delinquency rates. Among Anglo youth the relationship was 

at a low level af correlation but consistently in the 

direction r~othesized, suggesting that delinquency may be, 

in part, a function of anomia. Our data suggests that 

anomia as a subjective aspect of anomic situations is more 

predictable of both utilitarian and nonutilitarian delin­

quency among persons most under the influence of the 

dominant Arnerie'an culture than it is among subgroups. This 

trend has also been suggested by previous research, especial-

ly research among the Spa.nish American people of the south­

west United states. 

Our analysis does not support the criticism that 

anomic theory explains utilitarian delinquency better than 

it does nonutilitarian delinquency. When anomia is used as 

an index of anomie conditions, both types of delinquency 

are correlated to subjective anomie at a moderate level of 

correlation. When discrepancies are used as indices of 

anomie little relation is found with either type of 

delinquent behavior. 

These findings do indicate the need for more research 

aimed at identifying the dynamics that produce anomia as a 

subjective response. Our data does not find much support 

for the Mertonian thesis that anomie is a class-linked 

phenomena. Nor do our findings suggest that delinquency 

is a function of limited opportunity. These data do 

indicat,~ a fairly close tie between anomia and delinquency, 

however, we a~e provided in this research with little 
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evidence as to the source or cause of either. Hence, our 

data seems to signal a need for further exploration of 

these concepts. 

CONCLUSION 

The purpose of this investigation has been to measure 

the relation of social class to anomie and delinquent 

behavio~ with the hope that some light might be shed on two 

important theoretical issues. The first issue involved the 

investigation of the extent of the empirical support of 

Merton's thesis that the unequal distribution of opportunity 

to reach cultwt"ally prescribed succers goals leads to 

greater anomic strains and pressures toward devirult behavior 

in the lower strata of society. Secondly', this inquiry has 

sought ~o investigate the criticism that anomic theory is 

not adequate to explain most juvenile delinquency which has 

often been viewed as nonutilitarian in nature. 

This inquiry found little support for the view that 

anomie and delinquent behavior are class linked phenomena. 

Our analysis did imply greater discrepancies between 

aspirations and their accessibility in the lower strata 

than among the relatively higher classes. However, our 

analysis did indicate that the low!i!r st;l·':>.ta students in 

this sample were not greatly more inclined to feel that 

opportunities to reach their goals were limited than was 

true of the higher strata. Nor did c~r analysis indicate 

Significantly higher frequertcy of rulomia in the lower 

strata. Similarly, neither uc;ilitarian nor n0nutilitarian 
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delinquency were found to be significantly greater in the 

lower strata. This general lack of relationship between 

these variables was fairly consistent among all sex-ethnic 

subgroups despite the fact that high success goals and 

values seemed to characterize all subgroups. 

In turn, neither anomia nor delinquent behavior was 

found to be si.gnificantly related to our discrepancy 

measurements. In general, neither discrepancies between 

st~dent' s aspi.rations and background status, nor discrep­

ancies between aspi'rations and expectations were found to 

be related to either anomia or delinquency rates. In the 

few cases where a significant relationship did appear 

between these v~riables, the direction of the relationship 

was exactly opposite to what one would expect on the 

basis of Merton's thesis. Thus, our analysis offers no 

support for the assumption that anomie and pressures 

toward deviant behavior are functions of a diSjunction 

between aspirations and structurally limited avenues to 

reach these goals. In fact, the tendency or trend revealed 

by our analy"is suggests that anomi('. and delinquency are 

more common among students which may be experiencing the 

least disjunction between these two socio-cultural factors. 

Success values and high aspirations were also found 

to be negatively related to both anomia and delinquent 

behavior. Anomie and deviant behavior, therefore, appear 

to be more of an influence in determining the goals a 

person will pursue rather than the results of high 

---------------:..--~ __ ... z"".====""'-.... ,....",==._=-==="""" .... .A .... , 
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aspiration as Durkheim has suggested, or a product of 

discrepancies between goals and means to reach these goals 

as Merton has suggested. Hence, our H.na.J.ysis does not 

find a great deal of support for Merton's theory of anomie 

as a class-linked phenomena, at least, among high 

school students. 

Turning to the second objective, our analysis found 

little support for the contention that delinquent behavior 

is related to a disjunction between aspirations. However, 

our analysis did find a moderate relationship between 

anomia and both utilitarian and nonutilitarlan delinquency. 

This suggests that, even though discrepancies do not 

explain anomic responses, there is a relationship between 

deriancy and a sense of frustration, futility and meaning"" 

.lessness, wnich are inherent in the measurement of anomia. 

Our data, however, do not provide any ~lues as to the 

source of this social psychological syndrome measured by . 

the anomia scales. 

The positive relationship between anomia and 

delinquent behavior held true at 'all socia-economic 

levels, although the degree of relationship was much 

lower among Spanish American youth. Hence, we conclude 

from our ar.~sis that anomia is related to juvenile 

deviancy among Anglo American youth and to a lesser 

extent among Spanish American youth, and that anomia is 

equally predictive of utilitarian and nQnutilitarian 
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delinquency. In this sense, their is some support for 

anomic theory as an explanation of deviant behavior, but 

little support for the asswnption that anomia is a 

function of discrepancies between aspirations and means, 

or that anomia is a class linked phenomena. 

There are, however, certain limitations to this 

research which should be noted that may caution not to 

set aside anomic theory too quickly as an explanation of 

deviant behavior. In the first place, it is important to 

note that anomic theory, as formulated by Merton, seems to 

concentrate primarily on the lower strata where the 

greatest barriers to success are experienced. Our sample 

was drawn from upper division students at the high school 

level. Since normal school drop out rates may be expected 

in the five high schools embraced by this inquiry, it 

stands to reason that yo~~g people to which this theory 

may be most clearly directed are excluded from the sample 

by the normal process of school withdrawal. In other 

words, students that see their opportunities to success 

through educational channels most limited may have 

already withdrawn from school by the eleventh year. 

Secondly, as we have noted earlier, the very fact 

that these students are not confronted ,t1th illllJ1ediate 

decisions wbich will influence their future life chances 

may mean that U.e overall optimil;im of these students 

are, in part, fa,'ltasy. The f::.ct that they have not 

encountered frustrations and failures in their strivings 
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for success to the same degree that an older individual who 

has experienced the actual competition and struggle for 

'success may, in part, be related to the general belief among 

these students that the American class structure is open, 

and that avenues to success are available to persons of all 

socio-ec'Jnomic backgrounds. 

Both of these limitations may serve to nullify the sup­

port for Merto~'s formulation of anomie theory in this study~ 

which of cours\::,' signals the need for research that goes 

beyond the narrow confines of this inquiry. However, within 

the scope of this research, our analysis raises some 

substantial evidence which places in question the validity 

of anomic theory as a social class linked expla.'l.ation of 

juvenile delinquency. 

PROBLEMS FOR FURl'HER RESEARCH 

·Several. issues have been raised in this study which 

call for further research. These issues have been noted 

in the above analysis and will be summarized in this 

section. 

Our analysis found fairly high frequencies of anomia 

responses' at al.l socio-economic status, as well as, a 

moderate relationship between anomia and delinquent be­

havior. Our data, however, did not explain the source of 

the social. psychological. responses referred to as anomia. 

More work needs to be directed toward the inyestigation of 

the nature and origin of anomia and alienation among high 

school youth, and its relationship to deviant behavior. 
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Secondly, we have noted the need to expand the 

empirical test of Merton I s theory beyond the narrow limits 

of the universe used in this sample. More attention should 

be directed toward youth who have withdrawn from school by 

the late years of high school" and toward older youth who 

are more immediately involved in the struggle for 

success-goals • 

Thirdly, we have noted a need to refine the concep­

tualization of anomic conditions by more clearly identifying 

the· nature of youthful ambitions and the pressures of their 

life produced by the peer influences and general dynamics of 

youth culture. Our analysis suggests that the sources of 

anomia are, no doubt, to be found in a much wider concep-

t ual framework than is offered by Merton IS formulE t .. on. 

Fourthly, our survey indicates the crucial need for 

development of more sophisticated measurements of anomic 

conditions. As yet, existing techniques offer no more than 

a symptomatic measurement of anomic conditions. No 

reliable or valid means of operationalizing anomic con-

ditions either objective~v or subjectively have been 

developed. In the present study, several measurements of 

anomie have been attempted, but the extent to which these 

measurements actually constitute an epistemic link between 

the world of experience and the realm of thought, without 

destroying the true theoretical meaning, is somewhat open 

to question. Before a valid measurement of assumptions 

underlying Merton's thesis can be accomplished, empirical 
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techniques must be developed. It is, perhaps, ~:1 the 

realm o~ operationa1ization of anomie that this inquiry 

is weakest. 

The uniqueness of sclence as a search for truth lies 

in its efforts to establish epistemic correlations between 

the world of thought and the world of experience. The 

crucial factor in the development of an adequate science of 

deviant behavior is to concentrate more on varifying the 

basic assumptions underlying our theoretical systems by 

establishing these links. This can be done only by 

development of proper empirical processes that are clearly 

related to the logically derived concepts. It is quite 

apparent that the development of anomic theory has seriously 

suffered from failure to develop these necessary epistemic 

links. Fbr this reason, we believe that the empirical 

investigation of anomic theory through the development of 

better techniques of. measuring crucial variables should 

receive greater attention in preference to continued 

logical elaboration without proper verification. 
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APPENDIX 

The question underlying the analysis in the present 

study ~re only one part of a larger study. The items used 

in this study are listed below. The numbers refer to the 

item number in the original questionaire. 

1. Your sex is: 

2. Where do you live? 

7. What is your father's occupation~ 

8. What is your mother's occupation? 

Housewife 
Other ---

(please be specific) 

Mal~ 
Female 

, __ on a farm 
open countrJ, but 

-- not a farm 
town (under 2500) 
city 

9. How many years of school have your parents completed? 

Mother ___ Father 

14. What is your family's national origin? 

Japanese 
German 
English 
Mexican 
Latin American 
It all an 
Scandinavian 
Spanish 
Indian 
Other - please specify 

Mother's 
Family 

F3.ther's 
Family 
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Chp.ck the £ollowing list Qf acts that you have 
participated in within t,he last 12 months.. If you 
have not committed such an act check "never!l. 

1. 

2. 

3· 

4. 

5 . 

6. 

~: 
9. 

10. 
U. 
12. 
13· 
14. 
15. 

16. 
17. 
18. 
]·9. 
20. 

Frequently More than Once 
once 

stealing 
(petty theft) 
Stealing 
(mo~ey., prG?perty. 
Dest ruction of 
property 
Petting, Sexual 
Intercourse 
Disrespect toward 

. teachers . 
Fighting 
Truancy 
Physical violence ----­
against teachers 
Using profane or 
obscen~ language 
Using narcotics 
Drinking intoxicants 
Joyriding ---
Burglary 
Forged checks 
Receiving 
stolen property 
Car theft 
Glue sni£fing .. ___ _ 
Shoplifting ___ __ 
Gas Siphoning __ _ 
Other, specify:' 

._-..-.....-

Never 

58., In selecting a job, which of the .·following would be most 
Import~t? 

a. 
----'b. 

c. 

d. 

a job where you could afford a nicer house 
a job where all workers lue treated the same 
a job where the latest scientific methods 
are usee'-
a Job whe~e you could use yo~r talents to 
maximum advantage 

i ., 
I , 
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.59. In Judging a neighbor, which of the following is 
most important? 

a. one who is looked up to in the community because 
of what he he$ done 

b. 'one who relies on the latest scientific developments 
c. the beauty and comfort of his home 
(i'. a man who always stands up for what he thinks is 

right 

60. In raising children, which of the following is most 
important to teach them? 

a. the importance of science . 
,b. to seek to excell in some activity 
c. the advantage of hard wo ' .. 
d. the importance of constructive use of their time 

61. The most successful man is one who: 

a. stays out of debt 
b. ,akes lots of money 
c. possesses material comforts 
d. works hard 

62. In being a member of an organization the most important 
thing to be is: 

a. a leader 
b. a hard working member 
c. free to express your own opinions 
d. certain that you belong to the group 

63. In raising children, which of the following is most 
important? 

a. provide them with a good education 
b. provide them witc all the things they want 
c. protect them from the pl~blems of life as long 

as possible 
d. give them careful religious training in your faith 

64. A truly good person is one who: 

a. cares for his parents 
b. is practical and efficient 
c. sta.vs with things that are tried and true 
d. has made great contributions to mankind 

- R " _ @§j =;aSb4guA7 ,auoswet 
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65. In selecting a job, which of the following wou~d be 
most important? 

a. a Job which relies on meth8ds which are tried and 
true ~~ 

b. a job which places merit. on hard 'work: 
c. a Job where you will be judged on your' individual 

merits , 
d. a job where you could live according to your 

religious bellefs 

66. In Judging a neighbor, which bf tile following is most 
important? 

. a. that he is not too different. from 'others 
b. how much of a fam:i.ly man he is 
c. how practical his ideas are 
d~ how hard ne works 

67. Which it. the most important source of~ information 
about raising children? 

a. child psychologist 
b. minister, priest, or rabbi (according to his own 

faith) 
c. your Olm parents 
d. strictly your own judgment 

68. The most successful ~erson is one who: 

a. 1s a good parent 
b. treats all persons the same 
c. lives by the traditions of his cQmmunity 
d. is not too different'from others 

69. In becoming a member one should choose an orgrulization 
wM.ch: 

a. 1s accepted by your family 
b. 1s respected by your friends 
c. g1 ves no one special consideration because of 

race, creed, family or individual differences 
d. honors your religious beliefs 

70. In raising children, which of the following is most 
important to teach them? 

a. re'spect for parents 
b. to accept our traditions 
c. to treat everyone equally 
d. not to be too different from others 

! , 

. l' 
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71. ThetrUly:bO:::c ilerson is one who: 

a •. 1-5 'not cz;.C:'.!:!y :'nfluenced by others 
b'. "qui ts lr~l~ ::e is ahead 
.c.· lives· a '::eoo.:ed religious. life 
d. treats e·re~-c::.e 'cne same in spite of r.::.ce, 

.rellg'ic;lS or i... ... clividual. differences 

72. In select::.::.g a. ,:::;0., which or the following would =e: 
me s t imp 0 r.: a:::: -;; ? 

a. a job '1C:e~ you could be near your parental i":..:n::.I,.v 
b. pe~e:::::e c~ :,.:te job 
c. oppon.r ... :'::y ~or advancement 
d. that y::;.;.r frie::.cs would consider it a better ,,';::i:: 

73. In j udgL."1.5; a ::e.iE¢:lbo r, which of the ro1lowing is 
most i.mP.or.:a:r.;? 

a. a man litl::; S7:. CJS; , with traditional ways most o~ -:.::.e 
time 

b. :l man 11.::;:0.' ccn,:,u,cts his personal affairs with ::..::.e: 
least :r,i:5£ rcssible 

c. a man iCC ::rea:;s all others equallY 
d. a man It::J. has a strong religious faith 

74. In raisin.!; ::.h.il:::'!"en, which of the following is =:s::: 
important t;::; :;e.a:::..q 'them? 

a. not t'o :;ake U:1.::lecessary risks 
b. always :;0. s:.:a..-cd. up for what 'they think is riO=--=-
c. to enjq c::::::forts to their fullest 
d. to be.lie'fe b God 

15. The mol?t s::;ccessful person is one who: 

a. does tee bes:.: vith what he has 
b. stands 7..";1' for lfaat he thinks is rig..rit 
c. keeps,=? 1Li::11 ;;he latest scientific develop~::s; 
d. has a ~eeil' :religious raith 

76. Inbecomj'-'g a. z.e.llber one should choose an 9rga:lll:!::£.on 
which: 

a. stays vi::n programs that are tried a.'1d true 
b. has an ef'ficie.:J.c and prac1;ical progre..:ll 
c. keeps ~~ info~ed on the latest scientific 

develo:::xre:::.-:s 
d. empb'asi!:es leisure and comfort 

i . 



77. 

78. 

88. 

... ., 

234 

A truly good person is one who: 

a. expresses confidence in the~c1entific achieve­
ments of his day 

b. is not too diffe~~t from his group 
c. appreciates ~~d ~~joys the cOm1'orts of an 

easier life 
d. works hard 

In raising children. lOhich of the following is most 
important to teach 'them? ',' 

a. the value of thrifty use of time and money 
b. not to-treat indiv~dual persons differently 

because of individual differences 
c. to work hard 
d. that the opinions of friends are good guides 

for behavior. 

EDUCATIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATiONS 

Do you plan to graduate from high school? 

---yes 
no 

" 

If you were free to choose would you ~ to continue 
your education beyond high school? 

--yes 
no 

IF YES, in what manner? 
Junior college 

----Four year college 
~Technical training school 
-----Trade school , other, ~pecifY: ________________________________ __ 

Do you actually DIan to continue your education beyond 
high school? 

--yes 
no 

IF YES, in what wa:y? 
Junior college 

-Four year college 
-Technical t raining school' 
-Trade school 

Other, specifY: __________________________ --------
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How do you stand scholast~cally when compared with 
the other students in your class? 

Upper 1/3 
. --Middle 1/3 

IJower 1/3 

If' you were completel:t: free to choose, what occupation 
would you like to follow? 

What occupation do you actually plan to follow? ___ _ 

How much education would your parents like you to have? 

Finish high school 
--Junior college 
~our year college 

Technical training school 
-'---Trade school 
----Professional training, 
-- (Doctor 

What vocation would your parents like you to go into? 

ANOMIA 

Encircle the answer that best describes your attitude toward 
these statements. 

1-

2. 

3· 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

It does no good to talk to teachers when a student is in 
danger of getting a low grade. 

SA-A-U-D-SD 
A teenager should live for today, because it does him no 
good 1;0 worry about the futL<re. 

SA-A-U-D-SD 
There are practically no adults who help the teenager 
with his problems these days. 

SA-A-U-D-SD 
It is hardly fair to bring children into the world with 
the way things look for the future. 

SA-A-U-D-Sb 
These days a person doesn't really know whom he C&. 
count on. SA-A-U~D-SD 
Often, a teenager is forced to do things h~ would not du 
if it. were left up to him. 

SA-A-U-D-SD 
In this city, it is not important how much you know, 
but who you know. SA-A-U-D-SD 
Hard work is not enough to get ahead; it's al;t a matter 
of luck. SA-A-U-D-SD 
A person should always obey the law, even though it 
means failure to achieve one's goals. 

SA-A-U ... D-SD 
Everyone has an equal opp0ri:unity to achieve success. 

SA-A-TJ-D-SD 




