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PREFACE

In reéent years America and the world have been shocked by
the assassination of three of Axneric;#’é most attractive socio-political
leaders: President John F, Kennec‘ly, Mértin Luther King, and Scnator
Robert Kcnncdy. Meanwhile, like a feve.r thérmémctcr, the statistics
on crime havé r{sen. Th;a ci‘ties havé ‘becn riven by race riots and the
national convkemion of the Dcmocraktic party éfcécntéd shocking
spectacles of pfovocation élnd brutal rek'spon‘sc. Ameribcan“cav.n;puses
'havg suffered répcated partial and compléi"c vbrcakdowns. It i:sj"lvittlc
woﬁde'r under such circumstances that journalists, 'i'oreigx_x obéervers,
columnists and social scientists have underiaken the new profession
of ‘ponﬁﬁ;:ating about the forms, caus;as, and effccts of céfnpctition
and violence iﬁ A‘r'nerica.

The present study wa..s designed to cgiplore the possibility

that the underlying causc of all this sdc,ial unrest lies in the linkage

of competition and aggression in American character, To this end
it was first necessary to review a sample of the vast literature by
Ameficans and non~-Americans kron Americin characteristics, exploring
at some length the .yarious evidence on the occurrence of competition
and violence.

. Having established the tiaeéx’ct’iéal linkage of these variables,

a sfudy to test it empirically wasfiormulvated with respect.to samples

of American and non-American gradunte students at (ke University of :

iv’




8
!
4
:

e i

Minnesota, In order to develop managneable saiuples without making an

impossible task {or the interpretation of ambiguous findings, the
samples of non-Americans were drawn from one Eastern, and one .

European area. Six hypotheses were advanced,

* 1, ~ Americans are more highly competitive than are the
naﬁonals of either India or northern Europe,

2, Americans are more prone to aggression than are the
nationals of either India or northcrn Europe, i

3. Non-Americansperceive»Aniericans as highly competitive,

4, Non-Americans perceive Americansas more highly .
competitive than Americans perceive themsclves,

5. Non-Americans perceive Americans as highly aggressive,

6. ~Non-Americans perceive Americans as more highly
aggressive than Americans perceive themselves,

The data to test these hypotheses were obtained by means of

“

a self-administered questionnaire,  Four scales were designed to

measure: compehhon, aggresswn, percephon of compet1t1on, and

perception of aggression, These scales were pr etcsted for rehabxhty

and vaﬁdity. The two majd;r devices for testing the findings were:
The Pearson product-moment correlat{on, and the T test,

The uvnderlying theoretical relation assumed to hold between
competition and aggressioh was borne out for all sample groups,

though strong indications were present that the relation may be more.

“complex thah origina.ily a.ssxiincdl Threa o£ the spemﬁc hypothescs

were borne out; the rcmammg three were elthcx amb1guously conﬁrmcd

-or refuted,
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Doctrinc) around the entire hemispliere.

CHAPTER 1 -
1S THERE AN AMERICAN CHARAGTER?

. P . 1 :
The conventional wisdom of sociologists maintains that

human characteristics at a national level constitutes too broad

B

a pursuit to be scientific. Such conventional wisdorn tends to
equate social science with an examination of phenomena at such

a grass roots level as to set'aside problems of considerable

moment,

The Problem of Violenée in Amecrica

An‘example of the kind of problem of’maljox‘ social import

which tends to be 'sct aside by the overly narrow definition of

‘ social science, is the occurrencein a society of an unusually high

level of violent behavior,: Americans in the past have.béén inclined

to view themselves as an imusuéxlly peac}e lo-ii“ng: people, Early

in their history they drew a boid imagihary line (calléd' Athe Mbmjoc‘
’ It seems to have been

' thek :infcntion'of the sponsors to keep f.hc endless wars of the ‘

European continent confined to Europe leaving people in the New

World free'to go their own pacific way.

1
. This happy phrasc is borrowed from J,K. Galbraith's,

Thc Affluent Socxcty, New York' Thae New Am(,ncan Llululy, 1958,

p. 18.
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Hd\;ever, '‘America has f§uad herself in the 20th century
not only'vperating at the center of the world wars, but sustaining
many 'férnms of viol,cnt'bchavior, at homne, Her rccent dramatic‘
series of 'politig:al murders, the violence that has ravagcd many

campuses, the rise in her crime rate has shaken the older

stereotypes. Increasing numbers of Americans have tended to

_join those foreign obscrvers who have insisted that violence may
be one of the national characteristics of Americans,

I{ it is truc that national characteristics can be established,

if it is possible that certain fo;ms of violernce are iagf:uliar to
Americiﬁn characteristics,‘ the study of national character cannot
bé (:'ax:elessly‘thxv-ust aside. It is important to investigate it if
for no other rcaéon ihzin that many perSdns bélieve it exists.
And the ,é';cblcm cvif‘viole‘,ncé rema{ns. A
ﬁndcr the assurnption that sociologists nced to function
as analysts and intérpretersv‘oyf comcmp;réry‘socie‘ty, it is held
tbé.twahne of the disﬁﬁctivc ’iséucs of our ﬁmé - natiOnalism and
nationé;l c!qxz’:.ract:eris‘tiuv:s -dcak.x'u;ot be igﬁored. If thve‘invé’sﬁg:’;tic‘»h
zﬁustprbc‘ecd with&:ooley ~ré,ﬁncd ixist,rumcﬁts and i.;npr‘ecise
varinblcﬂs,’ are these cifcmﬁslanccs any less propitious ﬂ\an

those of most inquiries involving. human subjects? . ‘The

v
: ¥

alternative to proycceding under, these conditions is to do
nothing.  But to do nothing is to emulate the ostrich with its

B

£
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head in the sand, To do nothing is to ignore onc of the most

funda.mén_tal issucs of the age, To fail to confront such a vital

issuc is to add ammunition to the belts of the skeptics who argue

that sociologists spcnd’nitlc'h tim¢'ahd ‘money in bclaborbing the

e

obvious while evading many problems which would scem most

.

crucial for society,

To be sure, we can attack the utility of the notion on

e N SN e

mcthodological grounds, but as Riesman has noted:

1 Although scientific crmcxsms have been leveled
at the ambiguity of the national eharacter concept;
something would be lost if this area of inquiry were

abandoned altogether,

On a stronger note Martindale has suggested that:

Despite repeated approaches, a sociology of
R ‘mational character remains to be deyeloped.

E If sociologists are to address themselves to

the critical problems of our age it #s unavoidable.

'Furthermore, in spite of the shortconiings of the concept
it remaias a fact that forcigncrs do make gcnerilizatibxxs about

the characteristics of Americans, and more important, often act

[
g
g
3
ki
@
L
ki
%1
il

on the basis of these generalizations. As Thomas so aptly plirascs

2 ‘
David Riesman, “Somc Qucsuons About the Study o{

~American Character in the Twonl.‘cth Cc»ntury", The Annals of the
American Acaderny of Political and Socml Scu:ncc, Vol 310,

Maxch, 1967, p. 36.
3

&

RIS

an Max tmdal(_‘, Wlhe Socxology of Nahonal Character" o
The Annals of the American Academy of Pohhcal and Socjal Seiende,

Vol. 370 Maxch, 1967, p. 35,

gww«mk\muo».».‘.a«s.;»,;.mw,,ﬁ,,’“‘;;’; DI

R kiest ol aii
R




L

R T
Sy S

A e L i i

A

.
]
%

B T TN

consequences,

B

it, "if men define situations as real they are real in. their. o R

""", Basically the same information is conveyced

* in the remarks of Freymond who was writing with specific
refqrcnce‘ to international understanding: ~"Menaction the .

basis of the.imagces in their minds of the situations to which

they address themselves. "

As Others See Us

There is an American way of speaking, feeling,
acting, discussing and behaving, and it is found just
as much in the descendents of the last-wave
emigrants as in the descendents of the 100 perccnt
founders of the country. .

A resume of the perceptions of observers of American
sociéty from divexse points of the globe is instructive for the

consistency revealed therein.. While conflicting opinions may

.

“be discerned, the same generalizations continue to issuc forth

from so many different directions that Americans can hardly

afford to ignore them, For whether ox:nbt the perceptions are

. _ i
Wllham I. 'l‘homas and Dorothy S. Thomas, The Chl).d in
America, New York' Knopi d9zs, p. 572. e

5. ) B RO s
J’acquc.. Frcymond "k‘rom SW1tzer1and” As Others-See U:ji.

Franz M. Joseph (ed.).” Princeton University Press; Prmceton.

New Jersey, 1959, p. 94,

5A
Andre Su.g!mcd Nauons Have Souls, G P. Putman S

Sons- New York 1952 p. 162,
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an accurate description of what Americans belicve 1o be reality, -

the pexception’vo: that realify is stiil‘ c’r‘uc’ial. Further, for those
remarks, which carry a cc;ndcmnatory flavor it is ;:specially critic.é.l
thaf, this nation docs not continue to disregard them, ‘It may be |
fhat“some of the severest criticism_’s are bascd on misco’ncéiﬂions,
but if this is the case then Americans need to actively dispc,i thens,
for as B"a.rzini commented:

Many of the world's recent catastrophes have been due:
to thesc misconceptions, Perhaps some of the world!
future, trotubles will be caused by similar distortions,

1i these censures arc deserved, ~henagain Americans need to be

aware of the ymptoms ard the potential malignancy of the diseasc

if they are to prepare an inoculum to combat it.

" With reference to foreign poiicy it 'has often been rema rked

that Americans: find it difficult to comprehend the apparent
ingratitude of many of the natio'ns who have becn the recipients of
generous aid from this country. Thus Eisenstadt notes the
" moralistic attitude that a good many sophisticates in the United
Statcs display in this arca:
The mofalistié attitude, the "s“clf-‘a.vssurance ‘that
Amcrican policy is guided only by considerations,
of justice and right, scems to be very wid¢spread,

« « +and easy asscrtions that whatever is good for

T . g

e L S
i Luigi Barzini Jr,, "fiom Italy', Franz M, Jos
P» 18, e o S

eph (ed. ),

?
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Amcrica is nccessarily good for the free world,
: which should take Amecerica's lead; Americans are
good, scrve only good causes, and therefore should .. .

be loved.

_More sobering is the fcrth'rkight accusation-starkly unl‘cas‘hed

B ,by the Chilean, - Labarca - an accusation stemming from an obvious

_and decp-scaied animosity towards thé "American Way" -

I believe I am not in error when I consider my
views common to the enlightened classes of my
couniry. . «These groups believe that the United
States' gesturces of friendship are a crass hyp-
ocrisy, and that under the mantle of 2id is hidden
a greedy desire to get hold of our wealth or -
cleverly and to its own advantage -to direct

our internal policy, 8 :

9

Similar sentiments are expressed by the Méxicé.n, V_ille'gas, !
while a voice from Cuba, Manach suggests that:

"« + oIn the United States the prevailing mental
attitude towand other countrics suffers from .
a certain provincialism that inevitably influences

' mterrela.hons 1o

Several writers, Manach, 11 Joseph, 12 Labarca, l3v

7S N. E1scnstadt, "from Isra.cl" Ib1d., p. 169.

8Amanda H. Labaxca, ""from Chtle", 1b1d.. p. 68.
9Da.melC Villegas, ,"from Mexico', Ib1d.. ps 322.

Jorge Manach,’ "from Cuba", _IP_@_., p..338.

lbld., p. 326 ’

Franz M. Joscph Ibul., p. 348. ’
13'Ama.nda. H. Labarca; frorn Chﬂc,", }_lljg,, ps 30‘).'
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Villégas,_ l%Brogghtdn,’]s" Luubis, le Khalafallah, l‘7 and Sarc, 18
have‘ obs‘c”r’ved th;zt Ar‘nevr,icav.ns nced to study/h‘un'ian psyéhology
xhorc jcic‘iscly and to use it x;1$re adroitly ik'n tlxci;' attempts to .
relate to other nationals, Too often, it secms, America avssuﬁms
that the goal value systems of t;thér countries are idc‘nti’cal with
her own, ‘When this assufnp'gion is followed by supposedly appro-
priate behavior, bitter resentmicnt is often its réward. As Labarca
has indicatéd "vTime vis mkone‘y"";is not the fav‘oritc slogan of So.uth
America, 19 | |

m~ like maz;h;:r it agpca:rs Lthat t‘hc American habit of taking
for granted ﬁ universal goal-value system is primarily fespbnsiblc
for the consistent‘ly aerogatoi‘f renié.rks aifned aAt the‘Ame rican

“who travels abroad. Foreign observers seem to save the keenest

» edges of their satire for the much mailigned Yidnkee tourist, Thus

Villegas sees him as:

‘ "14Da.nielb C. | Villcgars.k "fro;r;‘M_gx{co", M. s Pe 2>9‘0._’
l%Mérris Bfoughtc;n. | "from South Aijica'f; Ibid,, p. 258.
’ l6Mochta;' Lubis; ‘"fr.cv)m Incionesia”, M'ﬁ' p. 194, |
: “fl-'_Moha.mmad Khalafallah, "from Egypt", Ibid., p.. 148.
18Omcr, Cclal Sarc, "from Turkey", Ibid., p. 134.
l"?Amanda‘, H'.':Laba'rca, "ifx'ofn Cbile"', Ibid,, p. 323}"“?'
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« '+.«a noisy, stupid, meddling, inconsiderate,

and childish Leing. . . Indeed ike North American

abroad turns out to be so inferigr 1o the way he

appears.in-his own country that an extremist would
-advise him never tolcave ite o . = A

Over a hundrcd years ago Tocquev111e saw {it to cxpress a parallcl

opmmn'

Democratic institutions gencrally give men a
lofty notion of their country and of themselves.
An American lcaves his country with 2 heart
swollen with pride; on arriving in Europe he

at once finds out that we are not so engrossed

by the United States and the great people which
inhabits them as he had supposed and this begins

to-annoy him, 21 ‘ o

é
,f
i

i

i

§

4

5

:

i

:

The Rise of :Amcrican; Nationalism

e
i

"Bearing in mind that Tocqueville's . comments were with

reference to the 1830's the q\;\estion of how and when a spirit-of

nationalism arose in this country ié of interest, When mien live"

together in groups, itis imperative that they establish patterns
of behavior which are in some mecasure predictable, for ''without
sha:»ed,belief’s and values of some sort.no social life is possible. n22

Over time some patterns inevitably become socialized -'in

~

2. . R
:Daniel C. Villégas, "from 'Mexico" ‘ Ibld.. P 297.

2)

Alem.s De Tocqucv1lle, Democra.cy in Amenca, translated
~ by Henry Rceve, Oxford Uxuvers1ty Press: New York 1947, p. 373,
zz : ‘ T

;‘,f;"( Max-tmdalc, _.E c1t., p. 30.
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succecding generations of a community. ‘Hence forms oflgreeting

and salutat»ion,k manners in general, institutions and their functions,
idye’ntities and accompanying roles, and so on,"r:‘om"c to be té\kexx

for granted by iﬁdividua,ls who share membership of the community.
The degree of predictlability ﬁccomcs evident when individuals
contravene the accepted standards. of behavior;' or consciously
question their existence, Persons who consistckntly violate the
norms of# community are dcfined as not "normal' and are oftn'n
removed from the community into an institution provided for

the express purpose of hcalin;_.;, them - a process which takes the

form of re-instruction and forced acceptance of society's norms, 23,24

" Such.a person is a tlireat to the stability of the community, Hence,

the. "paticnt" rema.'ins cohfincd until his the,ra.pist decides that
he is eliciting the kinds of bechavioral responses which are to be
expected of a "n'orxrial"‘individ}ml;inwtha.t p#rticular sdciety. When
an individualk c‘;vkczlr‘tly‘: qﬁcstioné gocietal nbrn.'ns. of behavior he

is typically éonf;q}ltefa by attitudes ofbewudem_xént, and risks

sharp ridicule and possible ost:acism.zs Such sanctions are .

.23 :
, Ervmg Goffma.n, Asylums, Doublcday and Company, Inc. .
‘New York, 1961, , :

24 SR ‘
Thomas S Szasz, Ythe Myth of Mcntal Illncss" Thc

Amerlcan Psycholog1st, 15 (Fcbruary, 19609, pp. 113-118,

5
) Harold Garﬁnkcl, Studws in Ethnomcthodology, Prentices
Ha.ll Inc., Englcwood Chffs. New J(.rscy, 1967, ~
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applicable n6£ only wit.h rcfércn_cc to behavior per se, . but also : K
to‘ appcardnce (axymd expresscd ideals, | ‘

-Iﬁ thc United S,fatcs community norms often originally
arosc within many different sub-communitics situated at diverse
points of North America, ObQiously, the accepted norms varied
somewhat {rom one locality to the next. Immigration dp;ing_ the
colonial period coupled with the pr;)lifera.tion of small settlémcnts
that reflected the frontier spir.it.‘ofy the day, resulted in the

formation of numcrous sub-communities, by nature very

¢ provincial, This was the small town America which confrqntcd

Tocqueville in the carly ninetcenth century.  This tendency
towards Iragmentation, if left unchecked, would have afforded

an insurmourntable barrier for growth of a national spirit.

3

However,

At the very time when the frontier and immigration

were particularizing thé American people, the: -

Industrial Revolution was reversing the process, . .
- the Industrial Revolution like a fiant cement mixur,
~ was homogenizing their tastes, 20

N

As the nineteenth cenfury wore on the Civil War combined

with the Imluétri:il_ Revolution to pull the people closer togiék‘thc,r. :

‘The great internal conflict engineered a sharp decrease in the

‘ Don Martindale, Comymunity, Character and Civilization,

The Free Press of Glencoe: London, ‘1964, p. 353,

)
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{n’ﬂucn‘ce*of,’thc goal-value system prc")fevx‘shcd by x’nyps’t séhtherncrs,
and numecrous comproiniscs -ii§h¢red in an era .in which‘ £u§ion of
ideals was prcv’alcn’t.’z-" “This fusion of idcals Bvct‘ the stage for the
emergence ‘o,f a ki‘nd‘o‘f nationalism somewhat different from lha‘t
which was believed to be in existence in the early nincteenth
centufy} Iﬁ the earlier form the ﬁatio.n'al society is described as
a kind of federation of small towns, 28

Nonctheless,‘ even at this time observe‘rs provide doc(xmcn-
tation of _<_:haracteris.ti'c_ltz"a‘its disccrnible in the American pco;ale,, 29,30

while Niebuhr credits Jacksonian democracy with bequeathing to

Amierica, "An ideal of fraternal nationalism unmatched even in

Rousseéau's France, m31 Niebuhr continues:

27 :
!ﬁq" Po 356,
28

Ibid., p. 334,

29 .
- Tocqueville, op. cit.
30 ' ' : o
St. John De Crevecocur, Sketches of Eightecenth Century
America, Yale University Press: New Haven, 1925,
31 :
Reinhold Niebuhr and Alan Heimert, A Nation So

Conceived, Yale University Press: New Haven, 1925, p. 9.
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. Our pressure on all prerious spvdreignties
who sharcd this hemisphere with us, and the
tenacity of our Jand hunger under the moral
sanction of what our patriots called 'manifest
destiny', may have given the first intimation
of 2 unigue national characteristic or trait of
character, namely, the expression of a vital
impuls'e in the name of an idcals For we began
our history by claiming the sanction of a
‘democratic ideal for an imperial impulse,
which was ostensibly disavowed and overcome
by these same democratic prmcxples .32

"Small-town" Amc;ic'a, imbued with the spirit of ‘im-'
dividualisxﬁ and the Protestant Ethic, convinced of the ‘m‘_t-arulﬁy
of ccnccntratedl self—intcr;:st, wary of the impact of federal
government, and jealous of their local “rlghts", is the image
portr_aygd by commentators of the age, Its md1v1dua.1 sterco-

type was the Yankee.

‘In contemporary Unites States the in;agc of the strong-

_willed individualist as the epitomy of the All. American Boy has

in which this image is especially predominant, thus Rig‘sm_anr'&s

"inner-directed, o»ther_fdi're‘c;t;cd"'33 dichotomy - néver intended

to be mu,tually)gxclusive» -~ may perhaps be vief.véd more pro-

fitably as a continumm in today's world, Riesman, noting the

32: ‘
Ibid -‘, p. 29.
33
“David Riesman, The Loncly Crowd Yalc Umvcr-nty
Press' Ncw Haven, 1961

12 bt

not been completely displaced. Rur'alr arcas seem to be the domdin

>
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flight ffom the fa.rnis, and the subs'equ‘cnt stream of new urban

dwellers necessarily living in i',ela.tiycly close proximity to onc

" another, focuses on the wider range and more frequent incidence

of contact with others.. As a consequence of closer living together,

he argues, there is increascd homogenization of taste and added

! pressures to ,coufor‘m.y :We have then; a greater degree of

other-directedness,

R s

Those individuals who remain in small towns are seen

as portraying more closely the nestalgic. image of the Yankee,

AT R RN

- and to that extent are seen as more inner-directed, Thus, it is

S

| worthy of note that the rural communitics are traditionally ultra-
ally f

. conservative in their politics, are more likely to cling to the .

0

v

Horatio Alger myth, and to resent federal interference in local '

"y

" affairs. In a witty cé,mmentax'y on rural Oklahomans and theiy L
drinking babits, Will Rogers noted; "They'll vote 'dry!' {\.g,}t;:ng
as they can still recl to the polling station, "34‘ Nicbuhr suggests |

that the out.s_tandinﬁ cleavage existing in the current American

scene may be. tha(.’ibctwecn the urban dwellers and the "rugged

Nationalism!'' of small town America, 35 Sinclailj Lewis, in

his description of Gophe‘r Prairie, Minnésot«’i; provides a

34 - N ) ;
will Rc_)yg‘crs in: ""from Gcrmany". Peter von Zahn, 313-9—.-5"'
5

Nicbuhr, op cit., p. 47.

£E
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¢ vivid insight into the ope_ration of rural provincialism:

: - MainStezet i3 the climax of civilization.,.

S What Ole Jersen, the grocer says to Ezra

b Stowbody the banker is the new law for London, '

" ‘Praguc, -and the unprofi‘able isles of the sca; -
whatever Euzra does not'know and sanction, that

thing is hcrr-bgr worthless for knowmg, and w;ckcd

g to consider,3

7 With the continuing exodus from the rural areas, however, it may

-1 be expected that the goal-valuc systéms of Americans will continue
)

! to converge; thus tending to produce a distinctive American type
somewhat different from the legendary Yankec."

' This dovs not mean of course that all the citizens of this

{ nation will sce these gbals and values in precisely the same light.

There will inevitably be diametrica;.lly ‘opp‘osed faétiohs 'secking‘ to

opérationaliZe the uco‘mmonly‘ acceptad idcéis\to the gre‘atéét poésiblé
advantage of their own pari.y; In this cbﬁnecﬁon, Monta"gu unleashes
da éééthiﬁg aﬂttack on the "New Yahéos"'. 3 This/acc‘:dlade is attached
to ﬁghl-wing extremists, and the type %s pcrébx"‘ivﬁe‘d - ‘a:céording to -

Mdhta.gu = by Barry Goldwatcr., The "New Yahoos' are dépidtedﬁ as

flagwaving ~supéf pafriots, incapable of critical analysis, given to

spouting tired clichés, masters of rationaliZafion, and adcpt at

fitting unexamined evidence into their one-eyed view of the world.

This species incurs additional wrath from Montagu for its alleged

: 365mclau' Lewis, "Gophcr Pralne, Mlnncsota" The Amcrican
; ‘Soclety. Kenneth S, Lynn (ed.), George Bramllcr. New York, 1963,
P 220, i

7Atshlcy lMontagu, The American Way of Llfc, G P, Putnam's
SUl\S "New York, 1967, pp. 13-19.
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hat;it"ofr re;iFmé such sbibboleths as, ok
‘ "’O‘ne nation under God,.. . justiqe fpr .:sll. eetc,, !

While at thé:same time opposing the Civil Rights Bill ahd

discriminating against whomsoever it feels onught té be di»s-

crimiﬁated ag;iﬁst. 38 |

It is not mandatory that \;ve agree with {\/Iontégu’é view-

point in order to speculate about the international consequences

of Goldwater's pr’esidepﬁal céndidacy. Whether or not "President"

|- Goldwater would have been the diabolical monster that many

predicted, must remain an open question. However, as has been

noted above, it is ofien not the»réality ‘itSelf which is of greatest
impc’:rtance..‘bkut rather the perception of that reality by‘sig'nifi-
cant others. For“the case in point, the significant. others con-
sﬁtuted all of mankind. Ifwé can place;an)"kcred‘enCé in the news
dispatchee from around the world at the time of Goldwater's

nomination, there is little doubt that a frightened world was

ga‘ping incredulously at what it believed to be a significant about-

face for the éuppdsed champion of the free world.

~What séemed to be most distfessi’n‘g,was not so much that
Goldwater might win the presidency as that there were enough

Americans who thought like hirn to enable him to win the nomination,
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Whether it was true, or not, Goldwater had been dubbed as an

inhuman Jingo who would. not be averse to pilxnging the world into
a suicidal nuclear holocaust if he believed that this was thec only.
way to achieve his ends. Preciscly what effects this nomination

had on the Amencan image abroad are mcsumablc. ‘Suffice it -

to say that whatever they were they provided anti -Amcrican
propogandists with an-invaluable arsenal for some time to come.

The seriousness of this situation is brought home when we

.

remember that:

The course of the great national confrontations
rests in large measure on-the properties that
individuals sce m themselves and in oth(,r natxonals.39

larrabee, noting the prevalence of self-consciousness among

- - g . - . e N . .
Americans suggested that among other things Americans wonder

e i e g i 0 L T2t i b gt sl iagiiil

Cif 'they really exist. 40 In other words, is there such a creature

.

.

i
{

as an American or are’ they simply a species of Europcan? Riesman

offers some thoughts in this area when he observes that:

o« « What'is specifically American, . ,
may be more evident in the experience of
those Americans who not only travel abroad,
but try to immerse themselveés in an ahen
cthurc. e

E

9Martinda1e, ""The Annals", op cit., ps 35,
40 .
Eric Larrabee, The Self Conscious Socu.ty, Doublcda.y

and Company Inc.: New York, 1960 p. 11,
41

Ri;zsman, "The Annals", op _c_g:'., P 39,
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“More interesting is Ricsman's reference to the overseas

experience of young col’lege-’cducatcd, Americans in the Peace
Corps and similar organizations.®? These individuals are prone
to regérdk ’themsclves as having rejected the crass materialism
'_j:"vl.nd the "vdlgar'e’c‘hnocentricism', in fact many of the values, and

*/much of the lifestyle which they identify as typifying middle-class

‘\:‘vv“America'.‘ To this extent they are wont to perceive themselves

as "un-American'. On this basis, it seems that many of the young
people who voluntecer for such organizations, do so, anticipating,
that since they are "un-American", they will experience little

"} difficulty in empathizing with foreign nationals. This would be

| especially the case in the most under-privileged areas, for here
" the philanthrophist and the indigen would be united by virtue of

their common humanity and ncither would be corrupted by the

1 societal forms of western affluence, The poetry of itall is short
f_'»}“ lived, however:

Their real culturc shock came at their discovery
of how ""American' they were in spite of them-

. selves, being imbued with egalitarianism, activism
(or at least ronfatalism), candor and impatience,

As Riesman is quick to add, the basic achievement orientation

of these young Americans "does not mark them as distinctiv:ely

2
Ibid., p. 40.
43 ~
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Amcrican but as a member of onc of the cultures that have undergone

modc‘rnization.v'"“' -The reference here, of course, i to such

countries as Canada, Australia and New Zealand, It should be noted,
nevgrlhéless, that there are readily disi}:»crnible differences among

k~  all of the above three, as well as between any one of them a_r;d the

United Statcé‘. Thus the universe of discourse in the United States
‘'t contains sN)'rmbois and gestures which,- even if ythcy‘do exist in

New Zcaland (for instance) do not always convey the same message.

s

Despite the modernity of his own lahd, the Australian is struck

A o)

by the frantic p,ace of llilfé in gh'e ﬁnited States; kby the apparent
reiﬁcatién of utilitariahism, and the resulting splendid ordcxf of
‘ things. '‘Hc perceives himself as being much less #n adhcrcnf of
pragmatic philaosophy than'moét of the Americans he encounters,
In éh,ort, ‘he regards an Australianas a véry different animal from
an American. |

. kAC,anadia.ns too, while fecognizing the ‘manytfaitys which they
have. m éémmon with Americans, are also conscious of dis'tinguishing‘
characteri'é.f:ics. Eayrs notes:

|  .« . .ihe placidity,~ the rescrve, the_cé.ution that
mark off Canadian from American behavior. Our
.’ politics are more sedate, Our millionaires are

less conspicuous in their consumption. Our criminals
are less violent in their crimes,  Our fashions in
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clothing are léss daring. ~And so pérhaps,

are our fashions in ideas, We lack the vitality.
of our southern neighbors, Their flair, their
Y‘panache", the reckless, raucous individuality
that has carricd the American niation to-siich
dtzzy heights of power and rc5pon51b111ty, are
all strangcly muted here. v

According tovthe, Stoics and Greeks, human parochialism

was merely a ''remedial error' capable of being corrected by

- peason, Cicero has obscrved:

o « «if bad habits and false beliefs did not twist
the weaker minds, and turn: them into whatever
direction they are incliried, no one would be so
like his.own'self as all“men would be‘like'all
others, 4

S

To date, hdmdnity scems to have made scant progress in its

| efforts to combat parochiélism. Nicbuhr refers to the dilemma: .
‘{ which consists on the one hand of the obvious 'uility and common

‘humamty of men, and on the other, oi the fact that thts supposedly

rational creature can recogmze a common humamty only in the
"uncommon and umque ma’rks of a tnbal 'we! group". 4-‘7 Tlns then

becomcs thc root of all parochw.l, mcludmg ”natmna.l", commumtes.

Indwlduals who do not posscss the appropnate 1dent1ty marks, racial,

45 .
~James anrs "from Canada", op cit., p. 279.
46 :
Clccro, De chtbus, I, x, P- 29
47 ; - . ;
Remhold Nlebuhr, _Man 5 Nn.turc and Hls Commumttcs.‘
Charles Scrlbner 5 SonS' Ncw York, 1965, p. 91,




: “ the Stoics were correct in claiming that uniquely human qualitics
Vf exist, and that Cicero was on target when he suggested that "the
"} capacity to learn is invariable’, 48 These ‘uniquely human qualities

.{ were seen as providing men with the capacity to'creatively mani-

& pulate-their environment - a factor which separates them from
other animals, ‘But all of history reveals that even the best educated
and enlightened men experience extreme difficulty in being suf~

ficiently rational to offset the covert sources of parochial loyalties

"we' group to inflict inhuman brutalities on fellow humans who do

g - - st - JU. S
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religious; cultural.often suffér severe sanctions, which may includue

instances of extremec brutality,

Modern anthropological discoveries supply evidence that

which determine the boundaries of a community, ‘and which goad the

not possess the required marks of.identity, ' It is indeed,
« s othe chrious paradox lying at the heart of
human universalist aspirations and at the same
time making history the tangled story of cx_;d’{:;\ss
forms of community and communal conflict:*?

-

It does seemi tbén, that-man is prepared to accept mutual responsi-

_; bilities for the survival of his kind, and for its welfare, only

:within limited communities. Hence, -

‘

48

"V‘v‘,Ci‘cc’ro, gg_éi_t.., p. 31. )
49 L S , o
_ Niebuhr, Man's Nature and His Communitics, op cit., | §(

pp. 93-94.
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The Stoics were right in agserting the common
humanity of man, and wrong in vaderestimating

the power and persistence of tribalism in human
history. 50 ‘ : ,

It is evident that Stoic universlaism had a powerful impact

upon early Christ{anity; An unfortunate consequence efithis was

sthat'a new mark of tribalism was inadvertently established since
““Ithe concept of uniiversalism became incorporated into one spccific
) religion. As Niebuhr remarks:

 ? « -+ «Christian universalism did not save the

Jews, who remained loyal to the old faith,
from the brutalities of Christian anti-Scemitism

25,

L T L el

‘with'its awful pogroms against the Jewish
heretics.s e v

Unquestionably, the cultural and moral diﬁ.‘crq’nces between groups

i and nations are real, but it will require more time, ‘experience,

1 and enlightment to demonstrate that they'are not inate, I the

Lo

interim we need'to be aware of the difféerences, and amenable to
compromise, The rise of the nation-states, close-knit communities

with a jealous ethnic and linguistic nuclei of homogeneity, was

ia disquictiﬁg reversal for the Stoic ideal of a universal humanity

transcendihg all boundaries of color and ¢reed.

: Withinuthé United States the battle tQ transcénd racial and .

AN

f:: ehtnic limits “continue_s to be waged, The ,ﬂqctu#ﬁhg history of the .

r
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.Cwil Rights controversy bears wltness to the bxttcrncss of the

struggle, kand pomts up the reluctanre of the maJonty sub-

commumty to tamper w1th it8 requirements foy mcmbershlp.

-
2
Sl
ik
b

i

Color, the iudelible mark, is cspecially controversial, Foy

i the present, however, our interest, is focuscd not so much on

;
4
é the internal strivings of m1nor1t1cs to gain acceptancc, but én
o
i the way that outs1ders percewc the charactcmsucs of nahonals -
2| :
f

L jin th1s case, ‘Americans,

Wiﬂ} reference to'national character, Bagehot believed tha t,

« '+ vinvincible attra.ctxon, the- necessity which rules

all but thic strongest man to imitate what is before
their eyes, and to be what they are expected (o be,
moulded men by that model, This, 1 think, the
Very process by which new nauonal characters are
‘bemg made in our own time, . .

To observc,rs, both foreign and 1nd1genous thc Proneness of
Amencans to conform to accepted stardards in the manner

descnbed by Bagehot, 1s very ev1dent. ‘ To mention buta few,

Tocquevule, 33 Hague, 54, S1eg{r1ed 55 Montagu, 56 La.rrabee 57

52 ; : :
Walter Bagehot, Physics and Politics, mtroducnon by

Jacques Barzun, New York: Aszch Knopf{, 1948 pPp. 38-39,

53
Tocquevﬂle, _op_mt., Pp. 156-169,

54
John A, Hague, American Charactcr and Culture, Everett

- Edwards Press, Inc., De Land, Florida, 1964, p. 151,

55
Andre Slegfncd Amcnca Comes of Age, Translated by -
“H.H, Hemmmg and Doris Hcmmmg. Harcouz t, Brace and Comp'my:
New York 1927, pPp. 54 69, . . .
56

’57
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Montagu, _Rcu., pp. 34- 37.
Larrabce, _E__c_l_t.. PP. 27-44.




;7 Nwmnerous writers, Tocqueville, 63 Bryce, 64 Potter, 65 Montagu, 66
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63 62

‘; Fromm, 58 Galbraith, 59 von Zahi, 60 Riesman, = " and Whyte,

: have all dealt with this topic at different times.

In the present di'scussion this conformity, and subsequent

uniforfnity, will be looked at along the'dimension of competition,:

».
£

58" - : :
Eric Fromm, Escape From Fr cedom, Avon Books

i New York, 1967, pp, 208-230.
59
ot

Galbraxth op cit., pp- 17-26,
60
von Zahn, op cit,, pp. 105-109,

61

Riesman, The Lonely Growd, op cit., pp. 207-213,

62 ‘ ‘
William H, Whyte Jr,, The Organization Man, Simon
74 and Schuster Inc., : New York, 1956, N
63

E Tocqucvxue. op cit.;bpp. 307 ?318.
64

James Bryce, The American Commonwcalth Macmxllan

and Co., New York, 1896, Vol. 1, - Pp. 677-681.,

65 .

David. M, Potter, "Amcncan Women and the Amerlcan

Character™, Amecrican Character and Culture; J'ohnA Hague
 (ed.), op. cil., pp. 65-84. :

66
Montagu, .‘_’Rii.f” pp. 106-108,

i
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“4Castrence, 72 Mills, 73 Goodma.n,j4 Holmes,

~ipp. 230-231,

New York 1960, -
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. .

‘i Ruitenbeck, 67 Galbraith, 68 Kirk, 69 Aron, 70 Gorwala, 71

75 76

and Adams

J among many others, stresscd the high incidence of competitive |
' !bebavior permealing many aspects of American life.  The
American's apparent devotion to competition is among those

“characteristics which éomcs'through most consistently when

. 4observers report on thc American national character, Moreover,
. ithe added requirement that satisfaction is attainable only-in

‘;_victory, scems to be the accepted norm. The implication deducable

67
Hendrik M, Ruitenbeek, The Individual and the Crowd,

'{ The New American Library: New York, 1964, pp. 110- 118

68
Galbraith, ___p_mt., PP 47 83.
69
Russell Kirk, The American Cause, Henry Regncry

' | Company:  Chicago, 1966, pp. 84-113,

70 ;
Raymond Aron, "frorm France", op cit., ps 63,

11 : , '
A.D, Gorwala, "from India", op cit., pp. 186-188.

72

Pura S, Castrence, “from the Phllhpmes" .op cit.,

3
C. nght Mills, White Col]a.r' The American Middle

Classes, Galaxy Books: New York, 1956.

14
Paul Goodman, Growmg Up Absurd, Random House:

75 ) R :
Oliver W, Holmes, Jr.; "The Soldier's Faith", 'I‘!z.e

~#American Socicty, Kenneths Lynn (ed.) op cit., pps 163~ 166

76
Henry Adams, "American Ideals", Tbid., pp. 167169,
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‘not: those overtly iggitimatcd by society.

Since the role of competition, as it ptrtains:to the American

.

‘national character, is to occupy-a central place in our discussion,
‘let us turn’now to examinc 'this role as it has operated throughout

ecent American history,

3
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“individualism characterized American Protestantism. Calvinistic

“heroic inequality",

A . CHAPTER II

k- COMPETITION IN AMERICAN SOCIETY

Within a decade of the Civil War, to be an
American was to be, above all, an Ishmael,
an-entrant in a brutal competition in which,
according to the most recent oracle, Darwm,
only the ﬁuest would survive.

Towards the end of the nineteenth century a radical

:';'Jmorahty enjomed the viriues of thnft and mdustry attrxbutmg

f'_?‘ipoverty {o moral defects or laziness. To the Social Darvnmsts
;%fsociety was an arena in which men met tuv compcte. The winners

'?‘«bwere rewarded; the losers were punished., Only the strong descrved

,ff}to survive. The rise of Social Darwinism in the United Statcs
xr-fcoincided with the risc of great fortunes, It was indeed a time of

2

Many ethnic prejudices were spawned in the competitive

ociety of the age.' The ironies of the pcriod were very eﬁdent

f’éil‘_m the Protestants condemnatlon of the J'ews for avance that

Upposedly violated the ttad1t1ona1 market-place code of

‘:nsuamty. Nauve Amcr-ca, anxious and fr ustrated in an era.

“iYale Umvcrsuy Press:. Ncw Haven, 1925, p. 43.

Remhold Niebuhr and Alan Hc1mcrt, A Nation So Concewcd,

2
John K. Galbrzuth, The Afflucnt Socmty, New. York' Th(.

Ncw Amertcan L1bra.ry, 1958, p. 55.
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t
of ruthless com'pe:tition‘, scemed intent-on cxorcising the darker
aspects of it own naturc by intimidating all alien stocks who had

allegedly come to the United States in quest of worldly gain, and

: not for the spiritual blessings of 1iberty.3

; At the time that Social Darwinism was bending society to

‘_;_”the right, the ‘Marxists were pulling hard to the left. On the righf
were th‘ckSocial Darwinists sceing struggle as not only i’nc\yfvita.blc,
but good. On the lcft were the Mai-xisfs thundering that.in the end’
the vi‘ctims of suppression would dcstroy the whole cdifice and. .

. jmany of its inhabitants, The basic tenets of both ideologics still

.

‘I seemn to play a very real part in the contémporary American

scene, _Théré is still a strong group of right-wing reactionarics
whci,,?fix‘mly believe that the poor have only their own lazincss to
‘blame for their situation. This being the case they are neither

to be'i:itied nor aided, but simply ignorcd.' In contrast to these

4 are ihe militants on the left typified by the ultra.-’radica.l New
Left a}ﬁd the extremist Black Power advocates, fhe New Left
would appear to .iye~eyen more leftist than vMarx. VIt's adhercnté
pursue a philosophy based on irraﬁona‘lism‘in that fhey are
:'A.:‘concerned 'dnly with destruction of cxiﬁting institutions. They

_' have no program of construction to put forth, Inevitably this

Niebubr, op cit.
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destruction will proceced by violent means, and the mecans, it secms,
will shape the ends, The black militants scek a“dicholcmous,
completcly polarized, black-white socicty. They too are preparcd

i to employ violent means to this end. From the very latest federal

.‘icommission report on this point it scems that this black-white gap

.

~ {is widening with sign{ficé.nl acceleration; 4
Gn both wings of American éomety then, . ;hu:e appca r to

E’i‘be rad1ca1 and fervcnt factlons smouldermg with enmity towards )
£ theirk épposites, and énd'ecd to all who will not adopt’ the ”correct"

.

\newpomt. Between the wmgs sta.ndg ute maJonty of Amencans

N

RIS

}'busily engaged in ardent competxtlon for the goals that soc1ety

’\nswts 'they ‘should be striving towards, In some manner that few

[N -

iwill attempl to explain, the acquisition of material goals, usually

i

consumer goods, has become equated with ha‘ppiness.. But, like

iy

the donkey chasing the carrot, the pursuit is endless for most

The pursuit of happiness is admirable as a social
goal, - But the notion of happiness lacks philosophical -
exactitude; there is agrecmcnt nelthcr on 1Ls subsl.ance
nor its source. 5

In a'more forthright vein and with pariicular reference to the:

American scene Montagu maintains that,

4 : ’ ,
John Gardhes (Chanm.m\ "Ori¢ Year Latcr" in The
ancapohs Tribune, Febr un.ry 28, 1969, p. 22, '
3 e
Galbra.1th op 5._1_:
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The pursuit of happiness in America is
perhaps the most misconceived of human
_endeavors. , .the pursuit of happiness is
a fool's game. . .1t denics pursuif, and all
attempts to contain it are vain, Nor canitbe . - R
purchascd, Itis one of the many things that

money cannot buy.” : ‘

.

But these are voices in the wilderness. Americans
“scontinue to produce and consume at an ever~increasing ratec and
“;this consumption continues to be, at least implicitly, equated with

“bappiness, Sociyety defines which objects will be deemed as most

“iconsumable, Society homogenizes taste. The mass media, and

particularly television, are limitless aids in this process. The

; g:’adv_‘e‘rtising men are ever available to tell pcople what they should

v

ant, Therg‘is inevitably a better item than the one an individual
";ma.y alrcady have. He is constantly badgered, cajoled and fawned

'upon to contmue the eternal pursutt. Of course the amoral reality

4
k
TR
)

£planned obsolcscence, whu:h pnrmeatcs many 1ndustr1es, is

vital tool'in maintaining the system. Eqmpmcnt and machmcrxj

.

-iare purposely dcs-;gned to falter after a "sufﬁcwnt" time span
has elapsed. This puts the consumer back in the market for a
“similar product =a produut without which it would be 1mposs1blc

i
¥
)
t
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While it would seem that individuals do compete in order

J,'n,to conform, it is submitted that the reverse is also true. -Americans

»:-E:Aconform in order to be permitted to conlinue competing,  Thus, men

ﬁ"iaccept the highly valued goals of socisty,-and acccept the nced to
e ‘

ursue tﬁcm {n ,a,:n atmospl;ex‘c 61, intensc competition. But, at

eagt oatensibly, the rules of the gz;‘mé must'bg obscr‘vcd‘.t Business-
men.are required to join certain clubs, to conduct themselves in the
“3:pres'<:ribcd :xﬁanncr, to obscrve the accepted protocol of the various

situations which will confront them. To stay in the game it is

"fi;important that the boat not be rocked excessively, One must toe
L , A

hi : ) :
.the line, One must conform in order to compete, In this sense
s . R : .

1t can be seen that competition and ¢onformity are mutually rein-
oxcing, Both play'a dramatic rple in contemporary American

: .'-%society., .
"To. hell with your goals!' cry the Yippies. 'What's
needed is a gencration of people who are freaky,
& crazy, irrational, sexy, angry, irreligious, childish’
and mad, . . .people who re-define the normal;
. people who break with the status ~ role ~'title -
consumer game; people who have nothing material
to lose but their {lesh, ' '

The Y{ppicsbcxpréss‘ absolute ;-ejcction of the goals of society,
They wish to. di‘scnga‘gé themselves from the 'rat-race’, and to

‘this end they actively seek identification as non-conformists,

Daniel Walker, Rights in Conflict, Bantam Book: New York,
968, p. 87, T |
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Their shock-tactics, their unkempt appearance, their amoral

behavior; their deliberate attempts to heap 'scorn on the most

hallowc(_i institutions of so:':iéty, {form part of their campaigh to. .
‘ ghed-the conformist image. Yet they do not always supcccd. B
E'i_\:TWhilke»pr-ofcssing: a philosophy which would seem bent on returning
man to the state of the 'noble savage', the Yippices arc strikingly

; Amcﬁc#n in their icc,hniqucs. They‘arc competing for influence

-i;on the citizens of America. They do this by intensive sloganeering

and by deliberately slaging performances for the mass mecdia,

.

éspecially television, - Thcy are in that same arena which is

‘. “linstrumental in fashioning the goals and values of the society which
‘ithey detest, To struggle against thé.t society they choose its own

iiweaponss - They are conforming in order to compete.

On the political scenc the competition is no less intense.

~::Foreigners arc quick to note the similarity between political o

~trmachincery and big business, Lawyers, financiers and successful

usinessmen dominate the scene, . Campaigns. develop into colossal

truggles betweer machine~-backed cand{dates, The belicf that

. any man can reack high political office in contemporary America
is amyth, A candidatc necds poxvefful financial b;cking even to’
i ,’EKWarrant. a place in ihe preliminaries. His §andidacy"must ﬁc
la.unchcd with a lavish, expensive, advertising campaign, This
18 trug for mosf local as well as state and federal 'pélitics. To

“lattract the necessary dollar support a potential nominee must
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be‘strkaytcgically placed in society,  He'must be in contact with
the "nght" pcoplc. In return Ior their backing it is assumed that

the candxda;c, if Buccessful will have the intercsts of his.

f"; supporiers at.heart, On-the other side of the coin, interest
groups-need to nominate that individual whom they consider to
bave the best chance of winning for only if their man is in office
can they be secﬁre in the knowledge that their best interests will
be served.’ Whether or not the same person would be the best |
man for the job most often scems to bea secondary consideration,
‘ 'E_i:_Pol,itics. then becomes fmplicitly defined.as "The art of winning
elections", Speech writers play a ma.jdr part in’th'e production,
It ib impor!ant- that a candidate says the things that pcopie want
tohear,  Thus the ludicrous situation develops in which.a

k ":'?"ca'ndid;te Wooes a rural auﬁiehcc with his fervor for their causé
on one occé.ssidn, and éxprcssgs a contrary opinion in:the

& mefropolis"a few ’days later. To thc outside‘ observer the; most
auxp,risingfagp,ecl of such a situation is that it scerhs .to Sc

“uicagually aceepted By’ the general populace as part of the game.

There is periodic excitement at the time of the

presidential clections, as for a scnsitional match

in the sports world, . .but once it.is over the

voter returns-to business, the fundamental reality
" of his life,7A : :

Andre Sicgfried, Amcmca at Mid- Ccntury. Harcourt, L
BraCe and Company, New York: 1955, p. 262,




The candtdate is‘ parhclpating in an exciting contest where all

the spoils go to the vi'ctor.» If the mcuns he employs are not

always beyond reproach who can blame him, given the pnzc he

’f,."is secking? It is the old prmcxple of sclf-interest, Evcryman

’ }.v;’;fo: himself.. The business struggle all over again, Certainly

here {5 coopcration as wcll as compeutlon within the busmcss

orld

- the prepondeérance of corporations attests to this, But

< ~within the corporanons there are mynads of individuals striving
i v
B

: _‘\for a place in the sun, As one writer has so pithily stated it:

{'To get ahead, he must co-operate with the others -
i

but co-operate
g ‘
i i'better! than they do. u8

In the world of sport Americans compete with a rare .
passion, Football basketball bascball and hockey dominate the

“team sports scene. Youngstcrs are drlllcd. rcligiously in the

fundamentals and finer points of the game by all kinds of amateur

nd pProfessional coaches. | Intense rcompctition _usua.lly b‘egins in

arly grade school and the 1mportance of wmmng becomes rapidly
ngrained, For ‘coaches, espcc1a.11y those at the College and
rofesswnal level survwal is la.rgcly dependent on the 'won-lost -

o f)record The game's the thing! While occasxonally one hears -

,' P-Bervice paid to that hallowed adage, inpractice the appchdage

, leham H, Whyte, .Ir., The Orgammhon Man, S1mon &
Schuﬂter, New York: 1956 p. 124, v

33




34

"but only if we win'' should be tacked on. Again we might point

to the cooperation intrinsically required in tcam sports and
‘dwell on this. to refute the charge of intense, pefsonal compectition,
Certainly there is cooperation, but for many, if not most,

-individual accomplishment is the prime aim.. The grade s¢hool

child soon lcarns of the publiciaura that shrouds top sbortsmcn.

Many socializinig agents are on hand to point out the prestige

{ such perébns enjoy and the easy access they have to highly valued

* ¥ material goods.  Given the goals of sociély it is little wonder that

’; boys start at an early age in their attempt to "cooperate better!

“1 than their fellow team members, High school teams are seldom

{ badgered with fawning recrui‘}crs,'. but high school seniors very

*i often are. Similarly it is the individual who receives the accolades
7 and the fat professional contracts at the college level. Only the
fittest 8 'rvive., ~Many. of the losers wander off to seek an -

alternative ared in which to compéte for the highly valued goals,

Some will become fans and camp followers, The fan identifics

with théb iéarh and through it competes-against the fans of other

s : ) teams, With thé,‘ fan, as with the coach and player, winning is

| of pafamounf impoﬂa'nc'e. For those who still bciievc that'bth‘e :
game's the thingrih America, witnesS, a sports évent on television,

A morbid gloom that hangs like a pall over the arcna is a certain

sign that the home team is in trouble. The deafening silence
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otwithstanding, bears living testimony to the réality, . The
atcalls that often greet the umpirc who awards a penally against

home playcr add-to the evidence, That the playcer performed

PR
:ian 111ega.1 acuon is usually of secondary importance,. That the

umpire did not define the situation in the same way as the-
pectators is primary., The use of somewhat illegal means is
eadily condoned in the interests of gaining the end. No, thc.géme

:4s-not the thing anymore. Winning is. "Fans of all nations are.
24 ) :

: g:i:oartia.l to some extent.: Most howcver will recognize and acclaim

‘ i ‘

the outstandmg play whichever sxde is responsible for it, To this

xtent the game remains the thmg. In America such behavior is

;jgare. If a visiting team is applauded one may safcly assume that
ose. responsible are camp ‘follower,s with & strong sénse of

ok
idenhﬁcatmn and who have madc the trip to help boost their

eam in enemy ,tern,tory'. They are often recogmzable by their
s.marks of identiﬁcation - distinctive hats, éppropriatcly colored
weaters; Streamecrs, étc; |

: Academi"c compctﬁion in,s‘chools.and colleges. is no l;ess’

-'f,i_intense. While the story ofa m{d_dlc class fathcr who berates

‘f."the teacher of his thu:d grade son for havmg the audacity to gwe

s

the child somethmg less than stralght A's may not be typtcal

is Symptomauc. I-hs boy was destined for Harvard and lhe

achers should adjuSt' their gra.dingaccordmgly.' In high-schools .

:é'sti‘ug'glc‘ ihtcnsi_fiCS. Students who come out on top will go to
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the most prestigous colleges.” In turn, graduation from one of
these latter practically assurcs an individual of a head start
in so’c'icty"b'pccki’ng order, Those who have survived to enter

colleges and universities become vividly aware of the 'curve's”

This is the ascription given to the common practice among

o professors of grading set percentages of students av’A, B, C,

i D, E._ 1t is perceived that high status companies and business

1 establishments givey easicr access to the highly valued material N
1 good s than do their more lowly counterparts. Further, itis
well known ‘that recruiters for these companies use college grades

~Zas gnie of their most important criteria in selecting the students:

wh's are to be courted so lavishly, It is not surprising then that

% frantic dog - eat - dog compctition for grades develops among
students. In most Zourses only a limited percentage ‘will receive

£

CiA's and' B's, and hence the eLc'rpzil sifting goes on,.

I ' £ On the other side of the fence sit the professors, . To the

flayman they often appear to be members of a hallowed elite.
IMembers of an intellcctual fraternity of eccentrics who have’
transcended this world, “A closer sxamination most ofter reveals

a group of harassed and harassing individuals with very human

e I

Llurges a\l_ad;’amb.itions.  One of the: most highly valued goals of

PR
\! oy Vi N
.y ir s e VoL RS Tl MBIV IS e :

£ ]

: . IR Lt N e L ek e 1 m—
i e : : saacadomisians is ame and presiige diong LOI11E

agucs,  One

acquires this primarily pef medium of publications, This results

1in the well known 'publish or perish' phenomenon which pervades
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the facultics of American Universities.” As a consequence most
isciplines arc deluged with professional journals that churn out

reports ol studies from all corners of the nation,. Now obviously

“isuch prol’iferiation cannot be considered unworthy in itsclf. The

oint, however, is that the pressure to publish often means-a

“sacrifice of precision in the intercsts of time,  Further, it

_encourages unethical practices, manipulation of data, and so on.

In a very real sense professors are judged and promoted on their

R 1
E

“rate of production, Too 6{ten quality is inferred from quantity.

; Even in their leisure hours Amier«ic‘ans are busily ¢ompeting,
_iThe use of the golf gamec as a business tool is quite common. The
“HJoining of appropriate ¢lubs'is very often simply a means of

mpressing the right people and thus improving one's chances of

ucceeding in business competition, The expense.account has

ended to carry-over the competition of work into that of leisure,

.

‘Thus salesmen compete for customers by wining ‘.ankd dining the
tger“as lavishly as’ their expense aécounts Wi‘ll‘pe,;'nﬁt_.‘ .

Thg spirit of inténsc coxﬁp;:tiﬁonf can be fcad'\ly seen to
ermeate many asPeéts; 6£‘American lif'c,.i The outsider quiékly
becomes aware of 1his. Its ’ini’t{al‘eﬁec(s ‘arc gdmc\vha;t stli‘nning‘
f’-nd awesoﬁ)c, Sgt 1f the ,n;:wcomér is to remain and'io és‘v‘ux",vi,%‘_)é

Y]

fie-must learn to shift 'i”nt'ot a h'ig‘,hc‘r‘-gcvar and swim aio,n_g,‘wi‘th the




s

k)

As Othcrs Sce Us

*
-

In the first hqlf of the nincteenth century Tocqueville

réferred to the "hypbcrisy of luxury" in Amcrica.9 This was a °

reference to the tendency of handicraftsmen to attribute to their
commoditics attractive qualities which they do not in reality
possess, While hoting that such a tendency is not unique to

dcmocracics, he sixggcéts that
To mimic virtue is of every age; but the hypocrisy
.-of laxury belongs more particularly to the ages of.
‘democracy. )

+

‘What Tocqueville was observing scems strikingly like an carly -

form of our contemporary commercial sccne replete with its

«

hordes of synthetics and steeped in a tradition of planned

f'-;' obsolescence, To Tocqueville, Americans appeared to pursue
! their welfare with a rare ardor and to cling tenaciously to this

.1 world's goods. At the same time he noted that the grip on

present items is soon weakened so that the individual might move

42 on to pciCeivably hi‘ghef gbais. "_I‘cschu,e,ville ‘syziw a consiant

universal competition operating in the United States, and an

infinite strife betwecn equalities of conditions and the mcans it

i
b

9 ’ y

Alexis de Tocqueville,. Democracy in Arnerica, Translated

Henry Recve, Oxford University Press: New York; 1947, p. 275,
- ibid, ~ e
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uppii,ca to satisfyvt'hcm. He believed that since inate status

differences do not exist in America, money is scen as the only

commodity left which can raisc some men above the common level.

Love of wealth is therefore to be traced as at least an accessory
motive behind .a.ll that Americans do,

- "Graft in all its forms, from the crudest to the most

fpolishcd, ‘remains a scttled fcature of politics. "“ With
lj‘mopotonous regularity the theme of the American's passion for

, accupiulated wealth is arﬂqng the most common of’ 11;?sc documented
iby Ic‘>ryeign Observers. Thus kV;lllegas suggests that the hero 'to be
iimitated in 'thef‘:,Unitgd Statcs is not the scholar or the intcllectual

l_but the businessman, He believes further that the great moral

L

Jlesson that American fathers teach their children.is the need for

: : sclf-sufficiencyand how to carn moncy wisely. 12

Vfill'egas offers the interesting aside that foreign diplomats

'

are often choscn for their business ability, and as a result are

|

jusually poorly trained in the arts of diplomacy and make incifective
ambassadors. When these diplomats have business interests in

ithe host country the temptations towards graft and corruption

are significantly increased, Nevertheless this latter situation

»

11 ~ R : ‘
0 A,D, Gorwala, 'from India", As Othere Sce Us. Franz -
M, Joscph (cd.), Princeton University Press: Princeton, New Jersey,
1959, p, 2714, ; [

.  \»Daniclp.gvilleg‘as, "from Mexico", 1bid., p. 294.
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scems to be not uncommons, 13 Villegas puts forth the opix;ic;n

i that the Amer@can is'not a hard-hearted mate rialist Wilhout any
saving - graces. He does regard his'wealth ag a means, not an end,
. The problem is, howevcr, ‘that Am(.rxcam; have bcen so0 concemed

with means, and spent'so much time in attaining them that they
14 R _'.

*

I pave become ends,
[ According to the Cuban, Manach, the American's pragmatic
isense of values causes him 1o measire men not by qualities such

3as kindness or intelligence, but by deeds and: results, To be

f_‘ adjudged as a man of quahty an individual is rcqmred to "deliver

ithe goods" 15 In'the attempt to acqmre such status there emerges a
Harshly competitive and moncy - minded social

environment that strangles all moral scruples, , .

weakens: ‘Society on its most intimate levels (in

family, " for example ‘and engenders extrcmely

abnorma.l forms of dehnquency :

Ruitenbcck, commcnt{né on this constant competition for

Status suggests that in this country "cnms is the norm?", ;7 With

8pecific: reference to the lower classes he speaks’ of the potential” o
) ) e e e ey

A ST RSP R R S

13
 Ibid., p. 295,
i i
Ibid., p. 305,
s T ,
_Jorge Manach, 'from Guba™; Ibid., p. 329,
16 | e |

Inid., p. 330,
1

‘ chdnk M Rmtcnbcck The Individual and the Crowd, 7
The New Amerlcan Library: New York, 1964, p. L1, ’

me
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; alienati’onwéf; the young, ThiAs he believes is achloping from the
act that an increasingly urbanized sociely has less and less nced
: for"unskillcd’you;xg pcople, Fewer apprcnticé’sﬁip oppo‘rt'unitics
’are available, Tt is bccofning’more diIfic;xit to 's'ta’rt at the bottom
{ the ladder and climb to the top., At the same timeall the
matcﬁally desirable goals that it tells him are the propetr objccts
: of his desire arc forever flaunted before him. ;8 Ruitenhcek
[argucs that it is not mass society per se that is responsible for

©ithe plight of the individual; rather it is the inadequate preparation

ifor his social role that this society gives the individual.,  Yet he

lagrees that it would be quite hazardous to attempt ¢hanges in this

rea; ) s o maE

Even to suggest the possibility of large scale action
to produce social change has become suspect,, Con-
formity is a 'prime virtue, Even in revulsion against
conformity, people tend to conform; they drop the
“pattern of Suburbia for the pattern of Bohemia, .o .
the Tnovement often seems to be from onc set of
external imperatives to another. 19

w

" The urge to cér‘np‘cfc seems to be at the root of the bustling
ce of American life. Almost invariably foreigners find them-~
elves commenting on this pace, At the focal point of tcchno'logical

‘invention in this age of technology, America appcars to be swarming

18 U
Ibid., p. 112,
19 o

-Ibid,, py 115,
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i fwith people groping 1o keep up with the fast accelerating social

ichange. "Time is money", a slogan created for America, is
: jan appropriate expression for one of the deepest impressions

“ian outsider receives upon entering into the social life of this

Inmation.” Thus, in commenting on the reluctance of Americans

£

~ito participate in certain forms of casy relaxation such as

strolling, Sarc notes:
‘In cities strolling is hampered by frequent stops
for red lights and by the haste of most walkers,
" and there are few scenic walks for pedestrians, . .,
" Their absence in the United States is mainly
: attributable, I think, to the fact that *whiling
L away time' is hardly compatible with the pulse
: © of life there. » .In addition,. coffechouses in .
America, like any other establishment, would
have to strive for 2 high turnover and could not
allow custormers to linger too long. 20 « o

On the same note the first impressions of urban Amcr{ca

Beem to-have been rather overpowering for Lubis:

An Apierican city is nothing like any other city
on earth: the feverish atmosphere, the machines
and machines, pushbuttons and puslibuttons, and
the terrible haste; people everywhere aze ina
perpetual hurry; they do not walk but run, 21

i

Continuing with this. theme and tieing it into a more general

tomment on American sociely Lubis cbserves:

20 7;;;& ; R ‘ ’ . R
Omer Celal Sarc, “from Turkey', Ibid., p. 135,
2y Ciano T .
© Moshtar Lubis, "from Indonesia®, Ibid,, p. 197.

S
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. 3y - Clockwork regularity and 2 hustling spced!
2 Streamlined efficiency was evident everywhere:
. " 4n the airport, in the hotel, and in the city. To

be efﬁc’ient, to get the maximum results out of
every undcrtaking. to reduce waste of material,
time, enexgy, and thought to the least possible,

The Amecrican pcgli'tical scene has always held a pceuliar
P ; L e o : ; “’tfascination for é'utside qommcmatox"s. Tocqueville became

L inte}'ested in Studyiﬁ;{ng America primarily to investigate the
operation of a democratic system of government., It was then

1 the embryonic phase of a2 great experiment which fascinated the
|intellectuals ‘c'>£ other lands. Democracy in America-was

. estab‘li;shinlg itself about the time that Tocqueville's France was
undergoing its bitter and bloody re\}olution. itt‘\vas only some

! forty years since 1789 when Tocqueville conducted hisrmicro—
;.»““acopic examination of a very p;omising alternativ‘c‘ to monarchistic
igovernment, Writing fowards the end of the ni‘neteenth'ccntury, .

. ‘ithe Englishman Bryce remarks with reference to the United States:

They represefit an experiment in the rule of the
multitude, tried on a scale unprecedently vast,
and the results of which everyone is concerned to
watch,

23 , - :
Mohammad Khalafallah, “from Egypt', 1bid., p. 149.
24 ‘ ' ‘
James Bryce, The American Commonwcalth, 'Macmillan
‘1and Co,, New York, 1896, Vol. 1, p. l. o ~
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'and adding a touch of cynicism, Bryce suggests:

44

:»‘Turning to a discussion of pslitice per se, Bryce expressed the

“hotion that political parties in this'country, even as early as the

Lofurn of this century, were far more claborately ox'ganiicd (han -

nywhere else in tlw world He saw them as havmg paqsed almost
completely under the control of a profcssmnal class, "Politics,
onsidered not as thec science of government, but as the art of

winning elections and seccuring office. ne5 Warming to his. subject,

It must also be remembered that the merits ofa
President are one thing and those of a candidate
another thing. . .Now to a party it is more impor-
tant that its nominec should be a. good candidate
than that he should turn outa good President, . .
It will be & misfortune.to the party, as well as to
the country, if the candidate elected should prove
a bad President, But it is a greater misfortunc

to the party that it should-be beaten in the impend-
ing elechon, for the evil of losing natmnal patronage
will have ¢ome four years sooner.

Bryce reserved some of his sharpest insights for pohttcal

' :lobby:.sts. He saw it as another instance of the Amencan s urge to

72{work forhis own self-interest even though this might create mis-

;

v '\’;:fortuné for the majority of citizens who were not included in his

| interest group. Lobbying was seen as a process which could easily

égenerate into.a network of corruption:

25, .
Ibid., p.:6.
“.Ibid,,- p. 80, R '
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Though lobbying is perfectly legitimate in theory,
yet the secrecy and want of personal zesponsibility,

- the confusion and want of systemn in the comunittees,
make it rapidly degcncrate into.a process of intriguec,
and fall into the hands of-the worst men. It is so
disagrecable and humiliating that all'men shrink from
it, unless those who are stimulated by direct personal
interest; and-those sdon throw away all scruples.

Manach haa some rather strong words for a. parallel political tOpm'

The dcmocra.cy o£ preszdcnts who arc almost al\vays
exemplary is also, . on its lower levels, the demo-
cracy of political 'machines' and state and mummpal
bosses; of vulgar, hand-shaking politicians; and of

unscrupulous ox fabulously enriched labor leaders. 28

As Americans Sce Themseclves

If the evaluations of foreignérs sound éver-critical at

imes, they appear mild When measured against the analyses of

- #ocial critics at home. Malcolm Muggcridgé summarizes the

eclings of many when he imagines some fulure historian looking
pack at us, as Gibbon did on the Roman Emj)irc:‘

They can't really have believed, he'll say to himself,
that this notion of progress tlicy bandied about meant
anything, That happiness lay along the highways, and

well-being ina rising gross national product. That
birth control pills;. easy divorce and abortion made’:
for happy families, and sex and barbnua.ratcs ing
Quiet nights, There must, he'll conclude, be some
other explanation; civilization must have been posses-
sed by a death-wish, since itso assiduously and

27

Ibid., p. 680,
28 . '
vManach,.'gp_ c1t., p. 337.
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“{ngcniously sought its own extinction - physically,
by devoting so much of its wealth, knowledge
“and 8kills to crecating the means of destruction;
economically, by developing a consumier cconomy
v whereby more and more wants have to be
’ artificially created and stimulated in order to
take up an endlessly expanding production;
morally, by abolishing the moral order al-
together and pursuing the will-o-the-wisp of
happiness through saticty; a generation of men
a » sknowing so much and understanding so little,
materially so rich and spiritually so impoverished,
wielding ‘such dverwhelming power and feeling so
1mmeasurably weak,29

_-Hague sces the twenticth cenfury American as a man

ormented by ambiguity and frustration, "He is a man with'a

eadache that won't go away.'">C As a result of this situation

-~

.f B
‘Hague believes that it is not surprising that:

some Americans have begun to wonder if they
have been pursuing the right goals, ,".We have
reached so many of the goals we have pursued
‘that we are a little puzzled about where we
should gonext,31 = '

L Goodrnan complams oi’ the “arn.hcxally mduced demand for

- i useless go//,;ds, n32 wh11e Mills sces the Gentral problem of modern

"’_éapitalism as being thatvof ‘crcating a ‘market for anendless ‘supply

29
Malcolm Muggcndge, "Man Wallows in Surfmt of Eavthly
\chzevement" aneapohs Tnbune, February 9, 1969, p. 2c.
30
Hague, '__E_mt., pe 161,
31
Ibld
327
Paul Goodman, Growmg up Absurd, Random Housec:
ew York, 1960, P 30,

ot
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of objects.33 “Mills saw: competition in business as fierce and
o ~
iunyielding., For him American Commerce was akin to the

arenas of ancicnt:Rome, a constant battle of wits and might

v ,‘f“’, against hungry and unscrupulous foes. . Further, he saw the

fe{‘atrug‘gie as unending, as a contest that could never be resolved,

{or no sooner has man scaled his immediate cliffs than he covets

34

leven greater riches. His appetite is insatiable.

For such writers the American is scen as caught in'a rut

c:f'cbmpetitio‘ﬁ.' In a kind of unique conformity. A conformity of

automated action, Itis against'such'a condition that ¢ontemporiry
existentialists rail. They beseech man to .struggle against"con-
formity. - To wriggle out o£ the rut a.nd to continue wngghng once

But when we cansider,that the rﬁt itself is one of constant )

No matter what ex1stent1ahsm s cultural origins
or terminology, its dlagnosw has striking relevance
"in contemporary America. « . We accord ultimate
. meaning to the useful, but refusc to ask: useful

for 'what'? Increasingly we find ourselves being
* transformed into things - cogs in the universal

system of organized production and consumption,

e We are lonely in crowds, trapped in organizations,

entranced by status symbols, stnpped of privacy
in a naked society.

33
1 - CJ Wright Mills, Whlte Collar: The American Mlddle
“'»CIASSOS. Galaxy Books: New Ycirk 1956 p. 38. - .

]bld., p. 66, X

"Marshall W, F1shw1ck “Dmgnosmg the: American Dream’'.
[American Character and Culture, John A. Hague {ed.}: ‘Everctt
Edwards Press, Inc., De Land, Florida, 1964, p. 0.

struggle the s1tuat1on becomcs paradoxwal. Thus Fishwick remarks:




accoraplished,’

48

“According to Fishwick the basic struggle in American
socicty is one of survival, . Notall writers perceive the constant
conflict as undesirable however., Thus Kirk writes of the 'deep-

geated and human longing for competition, “36 and "compectition

s the means through which most improvement in society is

137
Agaih, ‘

Competition puts a premium on industry,
thrift, honesty, and ingeniousness, for the
slothful, the spendthrift, the known cheats,
and the stupid fall behind in the economic
contest of frce enterprise. n33

Kirk's cliches and assertions sound familiar, They

E ére the same ones as have been expi'essed by cbnservaﬁve right
:wing anﬁ-tbtalitaiianists fof decades. At vtimes,‘ be seems to

; be Whistling a tune susPiciousiy liks that of the Social Darwinists,
"He relents a trifie though and é'ome\;vhat magnanimouély proclaims

o4 that:

. Even the losers in the human competitive race
profit from the exisience of competition, because
the abilities and the goods produced by the able in

‘the competitive struggle benefit everyone in soc1ety.

36

Ruissel]l Kirk, The Amcrican Cause. Henry Regnery

Company: Chicago, 1966 P 87

37
!bud. ) P 92

38"
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To those such as Kirk who perccive the abstmction

'competition' as a fundamontal 'good'. itis difficult to sec its

' -”;“‘is the cffect that contmuous, mtcnse, c‘ompetitioh ha.é‘ on the

, ff»mdtwdual and on soc1ety. Many social analysts have exprcsscd

;f,free enterpnse system, Ku'k's 0pt1m15t1c and somcwhat naive

: v,iv}presentatmn is inadequate to cope even with the vxctors in the

:.zgame. As for the losers, perhaps the feclmgs of many of them

“can best be summanzed in the words of Ma]colm X.

I truly bcheve that if cver a state social agency
destroyed a family, it destroyed ours, ‘We wanted
and tried to stay together, , .But the Welfare, the
courts, and their doctor, gave us the one = two -

‘ three punch. ; .I knew I wouldn’t be back to sec, my

 mother again because it ‘could make me a very vicious
and dangerous person, , , knowmg that my mothcr
~in there was a statistic that dxdn't have to be, that’
existed because of a sociecty’ s failure, hypocrisy,-
greed, ‘and lack of mer ¢y and compassion.  Hence
Y have no mercy or compassion’in me for a socicty
that will crush People, and then penalize them for
not being able to stand up under the weight, 40

1

he deﬁmhon of thc sltuahon appears to vary accordmg to one's

Ocletal perspcc twe.

’ -ﬁ_“ l Malcolm X, The Autobwgmphy of Ma.lcolm X. Grovc
Press Inc.. New York, 1964, p, 22. :

er se is good or evil is hardly relevant herc. What i5 important

“a deep concern about possible deletenous rcsu.lts for both man .

'“and his soc1ety. Itis in tlnq context that we need to examme our

49

shortcomings, The philesophical qucsuon as to whether compctition
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{New Haven, 1961, p. 128,

" Returning to the quest for.goals, Riesman points out'that

| 1 many of the desires that drove men to the point of distraction in

past years are now satisfied relatively cdsily:, SN .

But the craving remains. It is a craving fox the
satisfactions others stem fo have, an 'objectless
craving'.  The conswmer todily has most of his
potential individuality trainced out of him by his
membership in the consumers!' union,; : ‘

Riesman believes that the professional man in contemporary

t America feels surrounded by a swarm of compctitors turncd out

by a vastly expanded education system. This latter is a conscquence

of a society whose capital system is in such a good shape that i_t‘ can

{afford to devote a large sharc of the national ingome to the service

trades and professions. ‘People, thercfore, become the central

problem of industry. As a result of this a body of individuals whose

i job itis to manipulate people emerges, These individuals, equipped

{ with ﬂu; inevitable expense écco‘unt,‘ are busy bridging the gap

’ ‘»:f‘betwecnvwnvofrk. aﬁd, leisure, As Ricsm?x'n éuté it, the expense account
"gives the glad hand its gx-i‘p"". 42 g wz;s;crcated as a.weapon thz‘xt

| ,i;co,uld strike lethal blo&s ‘a.t" ‘would,-be bl;sincsrs'co’mpetitors‘. In

g “a short time, as the environment would insist, the expense zccount

41

“David Riesman, The Lonely Crowd, Yale University Press:

42
o Ibid,
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*

Ky
s




I

51

“{ became the norm for all thosc intent on manipulating the economic

ppetites of others. Itis no longer an offensive force. Gustomers
fexpect it; take it for granted. 1f a manipulator does not posscss

it his chances of success arc considerably limited. Again it

i hecomes a questmn of conforming in order to compete.. Riesman

Hsees this amalgamation of work and leisure as being yet another

'contributi‘ng factor te the ambiguity and search for meaning that
he claims is evident in many Americans, 43

On the same note Whyte rx marks that the man of the future

is not the individual but the man who works through others and

‘iJfor others. Riesman télked about "Antagonisti~ cooperators', 44

-

‘and the exprcsswn fits the sentiments professed by a nurnber of
cqmmentators. Thus Whyte suggests: "To get ahead, of course,
one must compctg - but not too much, andkcertainly not foo’»

45 |

obvxously .

Man is pushed by forces beyond h1s control into movements

ma‘te:I,al for synthetic,. moulding by mass.mcdia"and is especially

vulnerable to the onslaught of manufactured loyalties. 46 According

43 I L , o
Ibid, ' ’ O
Y'C I
Ibid,
45

: Whyte, g}zmt., P 122
46

LEI'&C Larrabcc, Thc Self- Consowns Socmty. ‘Doubl_c;.da,y‘
»nd Cnmn&ny, Inc., New York, 1%0, P 18, )

he does not understand and in Larrabec '8 woxds, rmakes excellcnt‘

o
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0 Rlesman the contcmporary Amcncan is m thc sha.dow of thc

irm, The mshtuhon is pcrc.ewed as harncssmg the w1115 of many
eoplc who are comp(.tmg for places, To outdistance these

ompeétitors, and to attcmpt to shme alone, isa dangerous pursuit,

%‘hus while the individual urgently aspu'es to certain goals that are

AaEpe

thin his grasp he is often prevented from rcachmg out and drawing
hem in, At least overtly he must comply wuh the rules of the game.
'I%'h is again brecds a sense of frustrahon and mcamnglessncss. 1t

B allegedly to escape th1s dilemma that a number of businessmen

‘Tetrcat to small towns, '""What they had hoped for was to achieve

’

eat, - to be a big fish in a little pond., "7

. These writers suggest however, that quite often many of

ti,A,iina.gez of rural life, Apparently ma.ny arc soon dlscnchantcd as

i ewdenced by the h1gh rate of turnover among ‘them. Thc desire

LR

' be removed from stiff compet1t1on is cvu:lcntly not complctcly

3 ahzed thle there may be fcwer economxc compeutors, the

l'ix‘-dwmua.l is sevcrcly restricted in his social contacts and activities. 4

Many aPpear to-miss the potential anonym1ty of the city where a

han may 'escape’ temporarily if he so desires,

7 - : S E . .
Arthur J. Vidich and Joscph Bensman, ''Small Town in
55 Society!, ‘Andlvscs of Contemporary Society, Dernard Rosen~
rg (Cd ) Thom'r.s Y. Crowell Company, Ne\v York 1968, p. 212




»"demands for useless goods, ™

The emall-t(w{n residents assumes the role of the
warm, friendly, sociable, helpful good neighbor:

and friend. . However; the forms-of sogial competition

and.the struggle for individual success cause cach
man to examinc his ncighbors's pocketbook, + .the

individual has the psychological problem of resolving |

the sclf-image of himseclf as a relatively successful .
member of the community in its various forms of
social and economic competiticn, 48 :

The artificiality of many of the occupations in which

Consider the men and women in TV advertlse—.
‘ment 8, demonstrating. the product and singing

the jingle. They are clowns and manncquins,

in grimace, spcech and action, “And again, what

I want to call attention to in this advertising is, . .
the human problem that these -are huran beings
workmg as clowns; that the writers and deslgncrs
of it are human beings: thinking like idiots. . o-
Alternately, they are liars, confidence men, 49
-smooth talkers; obsiquious,-insolent; etc., etc,

i

Goodman argues that this hypocnsy is the dustmctwe feature of

: contemporary Amerxca. and complams of the "aruhmally induced *

50

has bcen a charactensuc of qulte long standmg w1th Amencans.

- When Franklm donned his fur cap, or mchcated to
his son, . .that heemight-ingratiate himself with
important individuals by 'imitating' Jesus and
‘Socrates, he was setting a dangerous ¢xample.

48 ' .

k : Lbid" p. 1960
49 ‘ B
: Goodman, op cit.,  pp. 25-26.
: lb\d._' ol g e
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Lynn remmds us that this tcndcncy




For the policy of deceiving others could casily
end. . .in sclf-deception - and this ultimate
fraudulency has infact, beep the last laugh

in many an American life, 51

American writers have also been scverely critical of
their countrymen's tendency to élace‘ their personal self-intarest
‘~ahead of the w‘ell-being of the majority of citizens,  This is well
illustrated in the system of lobbying existent at all levels of-
government, Pafticula.rl'y effective are the lobbyists m Washingfon
who act on behalf of the éorporations wh1ch are controlled by the

American business aristocracy. At times these interest groups

are able to marshall sufficient power to force through issues
“which might have disastrous 'effccts on the publié at-large. Dombhoff’

alludes to the fnghtemng drug 1ndustry hearings of the early '

1960'8.

Suffice it to say here that through its friends in
: the Congress, on the White House staff. .,

The drug industry completely eliminated the

drug bill's price-cutling provisions, which would
- have reduced its unbelievable profit rites. Only
, the sad but timely scandal over thalidomide saved -
R " the bill's safety provisions, previously attacked’
' as bureaucratic and unnecessary by the industry.
Such examples could be mulliplied endlessly. %%

! At the state level, Zeigler comments:

1 h :
Kenneth, S Lynn, Thc Amencan Somety, George Brazzller:
Ncw York 1963. p. 8. ‘ :

52 :
G. Wﬂham Domhoﬁ “Who Rules Amcnca, Prent1ce~H'111
Inc., Englewood Cliffs, New Jcrsey 1967, p. 113,
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No matter what kind of cconomy enjoyed by
" -the state, busincesscs dominate the numerical
structurc of lobbying.53

The extent of cofruptioﬁ involved in lobbying is imppssible

1 to measure. That it does indced exist in soma substance is evident
% from Simon's remarks made with reference to the Illinois state

leg1sldture of the 1950'e, Sunon, a Repubhcan lawmaker and a

bformer law school dcan, esumatcd that one-third of his fellow

setate legislatures accepted payof£5.54 Goodman is another who

i ratls agamst the powcr of the lobby., Commenting again on the

art1£1c1ahty of many American occupahons he cites the case of a

t young man aspiring to be an auto mechanic.
So our young man takes this first - rate job, But
what when he then learns that the cars have a built-
in obsr!pscence, that the manufacturers do not
want them to be repaired or repau'ab]c" ‘They
have lobbied a law. that requires them to provide
spare parts for only five ycars (it used to be ten).

e ¥ e e el -
i . : 2

“11A subject of parallel interest is that of the impact of money on

political nominations,
Direct primaries make getting 2 nomination almost
a8 expensive as winning an election; and there is
little doubt.that even an-aspirant for nomination by

N

i

3Harmcm Zeigler, "Intcrcﬁt Groups m thc States" Pohhcs
in the American States, Herbert Jacob and Kenneth Vines (ed, ),
éL-lt!:le Brown& Co.: Boston, 1965, p. 13‘%

“Paul Slmon, "The Illinois State ch1slaturc", Ha:ncr 5

;,hﬁm September 1964 Ps 74,
=5

5 g
Goodman, op _c_l_f_:., Do 19.. .
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-'a convention will réccive substantial support .
{f he has convinced the party's lcaders that he
‘and/ornis backers are able and willing to
‘contribute heavily to the party's war chest.

Businesscs originated, at least ostensibly, to scrve the

public while providing a livelihood for the individuals operating

‘1% them. In contemporary America the question arises as to

. whether business concerns exist for the benefit of society or

whether society exists mercly to provide a backdrop for buéinc_:ss

everations, It.is interesting to note for cxample the kinds of.

| reasons given for the recent intcrest of some prominent corpor-

[ ations in-civil unrest:  "Therec is determination in the business

community, a detcrmination bascd partly on the new -found

- knowledge that social chaos is bad for business. w57 1n the same

; light some social scientists express misgivings about the modern
’:‘J,,emph‘asis onautomation as it c{fe'cts the personal life of citizens,

g Computériiation of credit information, gives easy access to what

was once considered very confidential data. Today a system of

‘| credit ratings can blacken @ person's character in a very real

:{8ense, Overcoming a past mistake is 2 much more arduous

'itask, Onec has the impression of a great unknown, ‘threatening,

56 L e . :
Austin Ranncy,' YParties in State Politics', in Jacob
cit., p. 80.

BT o : . ' .
.. Joe Rigert, "History Turns on the Great Walls of the

-iCentral Cities!; Minneapolis Tribune, February 16, 1969, p. 3c.
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world beyond the computer. A feeling that "Big Daddy" is always

watching. Credit bureaus themselves have become big business,
" They provide creditors with data on an individual's

~working, purchasing and paying habits, , «By 1973
“eredit information on a shopper from Rochester,

N.Y., will be mstantlg' available to a storekecper in
Redlands, Calif, . .

Apparcntly, the blg problcm \\nth crcdtt bureaus is their

lack of humanity, Therc has been no way to insist that credit
: bureaus and the people who operate them behave sympatheticaily

‘{towards their victim, A recent comment in Time Magazine, is

mstructlve' "The resultis a file that can contain hca.rsay as wcll
as fact, and an account of a man's life tl*a.t can bc m1sleadmg,
inaccurate -Vand incredibly damaging. ”59' A

| The rol¢ of competition in ‘Americaﬁ life‘ ﬁasy beer; ‘a basic

ne, . To6 many Americans free comj:etition has b‘ccomc the primary

i "-vmark of dcmocracy. It has been set agamst the bystcm of cooperation

g implied in totahta.nsmsm. It bas led to the emergcnce of a strong

celing of susPicion against most forms of socialism. To pin the

-fab 'Socialistic' on movements which are contrary to their interests

as been a very effective ploy used by the rad1ca1 nght. The

"F?MCCarthy'lsm of the f1ft1es provides ﬁttmg testtmony to thal. It

"iffl" Bubmxtted tbd.t this rCl.flCull on of compeutlon is in itsclfa

58 -
" Time Mapazinc, December 20, 1968, p. 79.

59.
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prime factor in the ills prevalent in American Socwty today.

Montagu has gone so far as to proclaim that inasmuch as the

competthvc irame of reference misplaces the emphasis upon

. oneself rather than on other men it is antithetical to being
involved in the welfare of others, 60 Furthermore, argues
Montagu,' the g'reatk in’siétence 5y Businessn-;en on the point that

America owes its greatness to the spirit of comeptition, can be

hotly debated,  On the contrary, he suggests that whafcver grcat-nj

ness America has achieved has been secured in spite oi competitioﬁ

not beca.imc of it.m Wlnlc Montagu s as.»erhons may have ridden

the pendu.lum too £ar to t,he left they too prov1de~food for thought,
In the subsequent discussionan attempt w111 be made to

demonstrate how: the intensity of competition in America has been

a pnme factor in ins tlgaung the recent vioience and cha.os lhat

4 has rocked the inte rnal foundatxons of this nation.

(223

60 L
 Montagu, op cit., p. 38.

6L ; EEP :
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-CHAPTER IlI
VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

We are known {or our violence, we Americans,  The
crealive violence with which we haul down the good
for what we fancy as better. The cruel violence with
which we have treated red men, and black. The |
intoxicating violence of our music and art, .The
absurd violence of our comics and cartoons,

The organized violence of our athletics and cor-

.porate games. . ,And now we have come violently

to disagree about the nature of our violence in
Vietnam or Dallas or Watts or Hiroshima. . .
Our young deplore the violence of the old and are
tempted to use violence against them. The old
deplore the ferocity. of the young and are tempted
to use violence to suppress them. Thus wicame,

“already maimed, to 1968, ...The commission

on Civil Disorders spoke, nay cried, about the
bitter heritage of our racism, Martin Luther King
fell slain, and the rotten cores of a hundred cities
burned. Robert Kennedy-fzll slain, and even his
sa{e suburban encmies wept..

1

a topic of vital interest to Americans of the Sixties,:

Crime and violence is challenged only by the war in Victnam as

In tho:citics

the t}ircat of violence tends to isolate individuals frgm the gencral
populace, Social interacticn becomes restr,icteil to the immediate
family and a close circle of fricnds. The fear of Vietnam seems

to develop into a general fear of strangers. According to the

Max. Frankcl. Introduction to the Walker chox t, nghts ‘
: 3&92_’_1&&;{. Ba.ntam Books, New York: 1968, p. V. : ;

:&‘ﬂw-’i’f S, i
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President's. Comimission on law enforcement, ~ this fear of
strangers has greatly impoverished the lives of many Americans,

especially those who live in high crime x1c{ghborhoods in large

‘ cities,

People stay behind the locked doors of their homes
rather than risk walking in the strects at night,
Poor people spend money on taxis because they.
are afraid to walk or use public transportation.

- Sociable people are afraid to talk to those they.do
not know, 3

44 As thc level of sociability and mutual trust.is reduccd strccts and

pubhc pla.ces often do become more dangerous. Ina type of self-
fulflllmg prophecy, there will be fewer people abroad and those

who are abroad W111 manifest a fear of and a lack of concern for,

' each other,  The many reported incidents of bysl:a.nders indifferent
tocries for help are the logical consequence of a reduced gsocia-
bility, rﬁutual distr‘ust‘ aﬁd withdrawal. Perhaps the most dangerous
i}z‘aséect of a fear of strangers is that it sheds doubt on the‘ stability

of ‘the moral and social order of sbcicty'. When rcspéct for this

, ?;”ordet is undermmod tl;c sécurxty that comes from hvmg in an

‘ r;orderly and trustworthy socxcty is conmdcrably rcduccd “"The
"’fl"ivcosts of the fear of crime to the soc1a1 ordcr may u.lhmately be’ ’

cven grcatcr tha.n its psychologmal costs to mdwuluals "

Nxcholas Katzenbach, The Challenge of Crimeina Fce
Society, A Report by the President's Commission on Law Enforce-

Ment and Admxmstrauon of Justice, Avon Booksﬂ Now York: 1968,

o “ ‘xb{_ai,‘, p. 166,
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Commenting on the same phcnomenon Time Mag’umc obscrves:
YAsB remdcnts and busmessmcn scek ways to protect their pro-
perty and their lives, the soaring crimc rale is‘matched only

il
il

by the rising curve of pa ranoia, u

The crimes that concern Americans the most are those
that affect their personal safely, The most fre’quenl and serious .

. of these crimes of violence against the person are willful

bomicide, forcible rape, aggravated assault, and robbery. . The

A

FBI also collects 'offenses known' statistics for three property
crimes: burgIa.ry, larceny di $50 and over, and m‘otor vehicle

4 theft, These seven.crimes are gronped togcthcr in the "Uniform

st it e

Crime Reports” (UCR) to form an Index of serious crimes. Including

robbery, the crimes of violence’ make up approx1ma.tc1y 13 pcrcent

of the Index.‘ America has long felt itself to be crime-riddcn.

Virtually every generation since the fbunding'oi the Nation ha_s '

| believed that it was threatencd by the spectre of riéihg crime and -

violence,

A hundred.years ago contemporary accounts of San
Francisco told of extensive areas where 'no decent
man' was in safcty to walk the street after dark:
while at all hours, both night and day, his property
‘was jeopardized by incendiarism and burglary. « .
.-'The looting and takeover of New York for threc days
by mobs in the 1863 draft riots rivaled the violence

:!-

{14 +  Time Magazine, March7, 1969, p. 26.
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of Watts, ‘while racial disturbances in Atlanta
in 1907, in Chicago, Washington, and East St.

. Louis in 1919, Detroit in 1943 arld New York in
1900, 1935, and 1943 marred bigicity life in the
first-half of the 20th century, Lynchings took the
lives of more than 4, 500 per sons. throu[._,hout the
country between. 1882 and 1930,

{ In spite of thlS tradxtxon the overall rate of vwlcnt crimes now

stands at its h1ghest point, well above what it has been throughout

most of the period. Thus for the four crimes against the person

lncludcd in the Index, the rate has jumped from about 105 pcr
100 000 pupulatwn in thc late 1930'5 to apprommately 185 pex
100 000 populauon in 1965. (Rehable records are not avallablc
for the yea.rs prior to 1933 ) For thc three I“dex crimes againstv
property the comparatwc fxgurcs are 480 per 100, 000 in the late.

1930'8 and 1,250 per 100, 000 in 1965 'lhe FBI rcports alé6

percent mcrease in crimes of violence for 1967 over 1966 mcludmg

an increase of 11 percent in murdc.r. In New York Ftty arrests

' Ior murder in the first six months of 1968 were 40.2 percent

hlgher than in the same months of 1967 For thc whole of 1968
crimes of vxolence were up 19 percent from thc 1967 ﬁgures.
M Robbery led the way w1th anincrease of 29 percent. Murder

.;”:

qand ft rfihu. rape were each up 14 pc1cent.

i e N

el
Kauunbach _B cit,, p. 101,

<

- ,b,d., pp. 102-103,
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-~ "Robbery is the p‘r%ncipa.l source of violence from strangers,
For U¢R purﬁoscé, robbery is' th‘e‘tavk'ing of property from a person
by uée or threat of Ibrce with or without a we;'tpon.' Nationally, -
a‘bokut one-half of 2l robbcrics are street robberies, and slightly
| more than one-half involve weapons, ‘It is estimated that some
injury is inflicted in about 25 percent of all robberics. 8

Lax Gun IAQS \;

. The American' rate of homicide by gunfire is 3,5 murders
i per 100, 000 population. Sixl;y Ap‘ercyent of all murders in this nation
a're by firearms. Given this situation it is di;’fic:u.lt to understand
“pi why there has not beena coxlo;;crted effort to legislate stronger
| gun laws. In countries where strong gun laws exist the homicide
x-atébis »Qveu, below that in this counfry. Thus the rate is .04 p;ar
:;{ 109, 000 in J#pén, .05 iixikBritaiél, «52 in Caﬁ#da.. England, Japan .
and‘ West Ggrn‘mavny; éré next to thé Ijnited Statebs,-«ﬁ%m most hea\iily
indusfrializgd countries in the world. TOgether they ha ve a
: papulation of 214 m’i’llio-n.' kAmor;g t?xcse ‘214 million ;here érc
‘ ?35vgun h’xurd}:rs a year, Am;ng th‘ev 206 million people §f the
‘iIn'}ted Stat:s there are 6, 500 gun m\‘xrdcrs‘"‘a year - about |

1 forty-eight times as many, That the majority of Americans

8 - Tk )
Ibid,, p. 91.

A———
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favor stricter gun control was shown in the Gallup Poll of 1966

(67 percent) and in thc Ha.rns Poll of Apnl 1968 (71 pcrcent)

1 The m'lJOI‘ obstacle to strict control is the N'xtxonal Rifle Association,
| This organization has garnished poweriul support in Washington
and built a lobby which has managed to prevent a picce of

legislation which a significant majority of citizcns believe to be

essential, The NRA has succeeded in\ having its selfish interests
prevail m’ spite of the recent shootmg cata.strophms which have

i beset Amencans. All this in a govcrn.ment whmh is allegcdly

'of the people, by the people, for the people!*. The NRA suggests

<

that 1f a person wants to commit a rmurder and does not have a-

gun, he will find some other way to do 1t. As Scblesmger bas

noted

_This proposmon is at best dubious, and it does not
" -apply at all to the murder of poht1ca1 leaders, No
"~ one has ever tried to assassinate a President with
a bow and arrow. Every assassination and attempted
- assassination has been by gun.

The most emohona.l argument prescntcd by the NRA is

5 tha.t licensing and reg1strahon provisions for handrruns, rifles

- {if and shotguns would dlsar.m the public and thus rendcr it easy
: Prey for violent criminals, oy an invading or subversive cnémy.

1] As the recent President's Commission on Law Enforcement points out,

-

9
Arthur Schlesinger J'r., Violence: Amcnca in the Sixlies;
Signet. Books, New York: 1968, p. 47,
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.

All proposals for regulation would permit house=
holders and shopkeepers to continug to possess:

. firecarms,  Licensing and registration for the
legitimate fircarms owner would merely add a
small measure-of inconvenience to the prdsently.
largely unregulated mailorder and over the
counter sales of fircarms., 10

.

Those supporting stricter control of firecarms agrec that many

potential criminal offenders will obtain fircarms even with additional

laws. But they point to the finding of the Senate Subcormmilttee
on Juvenile ‘Delinquency, which found that ériminals, for the
1 most part, purchase their firecarms through the mails or in

. : : 1}
retail stores, rather than stealing them, The argument that

an armed populace is-a neceésary precaution Against an invadirig
enemy seems ﬁardly'wor.th pondering in this ﬁuclear' age.  The

 sight of the NRA and the approximately thirly million gun owers
in }.mérica, f?pé:llir;g a nuclear attack ‘Witl-x'zﬂ-if'lés and shotguns :
wéuid indeed be :sométh‘ing, to béhold’;

v

Crime in All States
" Many Americans delude themselves that crime is the vice
‘t4 ofa small miriority of citizens. 7This view is inaccurate. The

President's Commission estimates that about 40 percent of all

10 ’ o
- Katzenbach, op cit,, p. 547-548,

o . ,
Ibid., p. 38.
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L

_male children now living in the United States will be arrested for

‘a‘nonv-trafﬁcoffcnsé during their lives. An independent survey
of 1,700 persons found that 91 percent of the sample admitted

they had committed acts for which they might have received

LE . a : 12 s 3 i
“t jail urprison sentences, Crime is not a single phenomenon

that can be examined, analyzed and described in one piece. It
occurs in every part of the country and in evefy stratur.n’ in
locietjf . Its practitioners and its victims are peﬁple of all-
;’gea‘,b income and background. w13 4 c¢omparison of the dollar

take~off of diffcrent crimes is of interest, Crimes such ag a-

’ n‘u‘bn, rdbhery, and burglary, and‘larceny, most often perpetrated
by the poor, cost Society approximately 574 million dollars per

| year, Embezzlement, 2 predominantly white-collar crime,

amounts to 200 million dollars annually. Embezzlement is '
exceeded only by burglary.

The *white collar® criminal is the broker who
distributes fraudulent  securities, the builder
" who deliberately uses defective material, the
- corporation executive who conspires to fix
- prices, ‘the legislator who peddles his influcnce
and vote for private gain, or the banker who
misappropriates funds in his keeping.”

12 :
Ibid., p. 55,
s Pt s
Ibid,
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“The white=collar crime problemis difficult to-control precisely

because it is so complex, This becomes most clearly evident -

_when the offender is not an individual but'a corporation, Further,

it scems that increasing affluence is intimatcly associated with
erime, . "An abundance of material goods provides an abundance
of motives and opportunitics for stealing, and stealing is the

fastest growing kind of crimic. ™ 13

From a view point expresséd in the réport-of the President's
Commission, crime is often brought about by the reluctance or

4 inability of the public to initiate action againstit. "Corporate

PR S

- -and business, 'White-Collar!, crimeis closely associated with

a widespread notion that, whenmaking money is involved, any-
thing goes, nl6

' Social and economic conditions are scen as another 'cause'

1 of erime. . Thus crime flourishés and always has flourished in .

city ‘s'lux;ns,' thbse neighborhoods where 6verérowdiﬁg, ‘economic
deprivation, social dis ruption and racial dis’criminyation zi‘re‘
eﬁdemic.a Crime flourishes in conditions of :}fﬂuéncg; the k
situatioﬁs‘ in which there is much desire for material goods and
many opportu;nitiesv to ac‘éuiré them by devious means. 'i'hcs“e

illegalymeans most certainly include violence in all of its forms.

Vgl

It is: impossible to ascertain how much cmbezzlement, fraud,

Y ———

s
lbi(.i_,., P 67.
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+Ibid., p. 88.
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loan sharking, price-rigging, tax evasion, bribery, and graft,
exist, Thc;P‘rcsident's Commission indicates that the economic

~ losses accruing from such crimes far outweigh those caused by

the thfec[ index crimes against property. - Of 'course many of the
offenses in this category go undiscovered, Most pcople pa.y'

ecant attention to such ¢rimes when they consider 'law and

- order' in America. This scen‘iingly results fromthe belief that

these crimes usually do not differ a recognizable threat to personal

safety,

. However, it has becn argued that thése crimes are, 'in . -

b

- a Sense, the most threatening of all because of their corrosive
v1 effect on the ethics of American business,

Businessmen who defraud consumers promote
cynicism towards society and disrespect for law.
The Mafia or Cosa Nostra ‘or the Syndicate, as~
it has variously been called, is decply involved

" inbusiness crime, and protects its'position
there by bribery and %raft and, all too often,

~ assault and murder. 17" PO

-t

Again,

As serious as the physical and financial costs of
corporate crime may be, it is probable that they
are-less serious than the damage it does to the
Nation's social, economic, and political institutions. . .
Serious erosion of morals accompanies violations ‘
of this nature. "It is reasonable to assume that

v . A . sfil 4 . prestigious companies that flout the law sct an

S ‘ ‘ , i example for other businesses and influence

v

17
" 1bid., p. 65.




individuals, particularly youﬁg people, to sommit
.other kinds of crime on the grounds that everyone

{8 taking what he can'get. .. .Perhaps most imporiant

the public tends to be indifferent to business crime

‘or even to sympathize with the offenders when they
have been caupht,

.

QO rganized Crime

.

If 'erime in the streets! is ths Lig problem to most
Americans, the question of organized crime isa
close second. . . The extraordinary thing about
organized crime i5s that America has tolerated it fox
0 long. !

69

The President's Commission regisiered its concern about organized

‘erime and, more importantly, about America's casual attitude

toward it,  The Commission estimates that the'annual gambling

“

grosg of the Mafia {s somewhere 2round 20 billion dollars. These

k iﬁnda pr’ovigi,ekthe 'juice' to corrupt public officials, to diminish

respect for the laws of society. and to infiltrate lcgitima’tc‘

businesses. Th‘cse overtly legitimate organizations then embark

ona program of unfai¥ competition which drives would-be

opponents gut of the market, ' The methods employed by the

Mafia are always at least covertly violent, Ite success is

dixéactly dependent upon-its aBili,ty- to corrupt law enforcement

Since, qUi,té;obviously, semi-public practices such'as bookmaking

- c

N

18

Ibid,, p. 158,

e

19

Ibid., p. 29
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could not survive without protection, '

Further, the Mafia prbvidés scrvices that mény people
want, Its crimcs’ have rclati'vekly few complainants, The logical
‘cox'ollary to this is that if some of thc'se”desire‘d services, such
as gambling,'Wert:.z to receive legal sanction, the s;urcc of
'j\‘xic‘e' mig'ht‘dry up someWhat énd cripgle ‘the Syndicate. " The
‘‘recent légali_z.at{pn of off-the-course;b.ctting in Aust;alia and
| New Zeaiand has prgvided additional, and: lucrative sums for -
the Internal Révenucr Dcpértments of those countries, Further-
more, there has been no apparent decrcase in Fhe moral standards
i{-df the p‘ublAic as a result of such legislation. The most noticeable
: result has been the significant decline in'the number of illegal
; off-th‘e‘-_co’urse boé};makgrs.

Organized crime exists by virtue of the power it purchases

T with its money. .

The millions of dollars it can spend on corrupting
public officials may give it power to maim or murder
people inside or outside the organization with
-impunity. . . The purpose of organized ¢rime is not
competition with visible, legal government but .
nullification of it. When organized crime places an
official in public office, it nullifics law enforcement, 20

Th_evcumulative effect of the infiltration of legitimate business

cannot be mensured. Today's corruption is more difficult to

‘

: 20“ S n;;..,. ‘
 Ibid,, p. 439,
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1)

»

detect and asscss than that of the prohibition era. Neutralizing
local law enforcement is central to the operations of organized

crimc, Where can the public turn if there is no one to investigate

the investigators, and the political figures are ncutralized by

.

their debts to the Mob,  Thus,

Anyone reporting corrupt activities may mercly
be telling his story to the corrupted; ina recent
‘investigation' of widespread corruption, the
prosecutor announced that any citizen coming
forward with evidence of payments to public
officials to secure government action would be
prosecuted for paxnmpaung in such unlawiul
conduct, ¢ ‘

Chaos on the Campus

No type of higher cducation institution in any section of
the country escapes student disruptions. This is the conclusion

o! a study on student dissent recently preéentcdﬁ to the Vice President

0£ Smdent Affairs at the Umversxty of Minnesota. The‘study

‘ imhca.ted that there was a rnovement away irom non-violent

disruptions to more militant oncg. ‘As is well known the campus
disruptions bave not been confined to the United States, In all
other countrics of the world there were 78 campus disruptions

for the nifie months of the 1967 - 1968 academic year. In the

same time period there were 143 disruptions on the campuses

of the United States, 22

v,

21
bid., p. 447,
22

John MeLean, "Student Dissent chort' No campus cscapcs
(dzaordcrs" Minnesota Daily, Fcbrun.ry 21, 1968, P 1 5 ,
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In the 1968 - 1969 acadumic ycar the rate of canypus
-disturbances in this country is probably .running ahecad of that for
the previéus year, In the wake of the Kerner Commission Report,
the major issuc séems to have swung away from the war and the
draft towards that.of 'black dcmrands'.23 The Kerner Commission
reported a very real movement towards the formation of a dicho-
tomous, polarized societly, one white, onc black; onc rich, ‘onc
poor.: It warned of the c,ohsequencvcs that could be ariticipated
{f no concerted effort was made to abort this trend. The follow-
‘up report prepared by the National Urban Coalition and Urban
America, Inc., has looked at the nation's response to these
‘warnings a year after they were delivered, Among its notations
were some which applied spcc’ifically'to education,

A wave of disorder struck the nation's high schools

in 1968-69 and is continuing, At the same time,

‘turbulence on college @nd university campuses has

taken on an increasingly racial character., There

was stnkmg evidence of deepening of the move-

ment toward black pride, black identity and black ..

control. . .The nation has not reversed the move- :

ment apart, - Blacks and whites remain deeply

divided in their perccphons and experlcnccs of
American society,

23

. Otto Kerner {Chairman), R(port of the National Advisory
Lommicsion on Civil Dtsordc:x s, Bantam Books, March, 1968.

24
John Gardner {Chairman), "One Year Later", in the

Minneapolis Tribuney February 28, 1969, p. 22,
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Competition and Violence

Most Americans are morec inclined to think of crime in
moral rather than insocial terms, An A.ugus.t 1965 Gallup Poll
asked people what they thoughi was responsible for the spiralling
¢rime rate. Most responses were with reference o the moral
character of the pqpula,tion rather than with chz;ngcs in objective
circumstances or with law enforcement, Or;ly 12 percex.lt cited
objective conditions such as 'unemployment', 'poverty', 'the
automobile', or 'the pqpulatiori~ cxplosion'; The Report;df the
President's Commission emphasizes that maﬂy of our assumptions

‘about crime are ,highiy questionablq. The Rep&rt demonstrates

that we worry excessively about the tangible symptoms of our

social problems without undeg'taking tf;e dﬁcomfortable task of

* analyzing the disease. Our percepﬁbn of crime is often class
eriented, and we conveniently fn;g‘et that a lJarge percentage of
25

¢rime is white-collar, The fwint is stressed that Americans

tend to turn their social problems over to experts and trust them
to come up with adequate solutions., The Report suggests-that-
process is quite inadequate because experts cannot change

our style of life, and it is precisely this which causes much

¢rime. "To eliminate most crime we would have to curb the

25 : _ , ’
Katzenbach, op cit., ps 30.

kil
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»
national appetite for 'progress!, 'success’, and for constant .
. ||26 s . o " )
change, ! There is reason to believe that, while young people
frequently.act out, it is because they want in. According to the
~Commission,
Perccived prospects for future orcupatidnal status
was found to be 2 far more important determinant
—of trebellion’ than social or economic origin. . .

. rebellion occurs when future status is not closely
related to present performance,

Rirthermo re;

Crime is not an alien phcnomenon, a cancer on the
otherwise hcalthy skin of the body politic, Crime
is often the direct result of the vagaries of what
might be called 'the American character'. What
“we believe as a people, what we tolerate, how
we go about acquiring wealth, the standards we
. practice rather than preach determine the nature
and extent of crime we get as a nation, - We
-~ are dedicated to progress, to rapid change, to
belief that anything (or anybody) which is old is
‘somehow useless and should be replaced. We
_encourage competition, emulation cf those who
; have achieved wealth, and often wink at some of
i ~ the unecthical or illegal means by which such
wealth has been acquired. '

The Commission believes that Americans today are beset

‘b); self-doubt rather tl;an dignified l;y #elf-undersfanding. It
points the kfinger at cynical poliﬁciané wiio habitually cquatc crime
wuh the pohttcal faxlures of‘the last adnumstratwn. It accuses
both pohhcal parties of having be(.n hyprotized. by the vote -gcthng

Potential of the crime theme during the recent Presidential

»

1.
Ibid,, p. 717,
.
®1bid., p. 35.

>
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‘Campaign, It observes that the incessant reiteration of the theme

‘has resulted in a war against our young, our disaffected, and
our minoritics.

- We must understand that crime is going to be
with us forever, and that its appalling frequency
can be somewhat mitigated if we understand its
roots’in our culture; and that sclf-understanding
arnd meaningful action based upon it, is necessary

-if we arc to-overcome the national schizophrenia
that is tlie cause of so much social and personal
malaise,*?

.

The previous underlying violencc are ones that the critical

justice systemn can do little about, - The unruliness of young

people, widespread drug addiction, the cxistence of much poverty

. B

ina wealthy society, the pursuit.of the dollar by any available

means are phenomena the police, the courts, and the correctional

apparatus, cannot confront directly.

They are strands that can be disentangled from the
fabric of Amerizan life only by the concerted

action of all of society. . .unless socicty does take
concerted action to change the general conditions
and attitudes that are associated with crime, no
improvem‘cht in law enforcement and administration
- of justice. . .will be of much avail, 30

The c‘rirn‘inal‘jus‘ticc system deals prepondcfently with
young people and slum dwellers yan‘d’it is this group who arc most

‘»embitteréd By pain ful social and economic pressurcs. Sociely

»

29
- Ibidy, pe 364

recnitoin
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{nsists ihat individuals are z:e:zponsiblc for their acl{ons, and
tﬁe"criminal érocess operates on that assumi)tion. The criminal
justice system has a great potential for dealing with individual

{nstances of crime, but it is incapable of eliminating the breeding

. RN

grounds of crime.
A community's most enduring protection against c¢rime
io to right the wrongs and curc the illnesscs that
tempt men to harm their neighboré, 31 ‘
The Commission emphasized that America must transfer its well-
founded concern about crime into social action aimed at preventing
crime. It implores Americans to face the fact that widespread crime
implies a widespréad-failure by society as a whole.

We will not have dealt effectively with crime until
. we have alleviated the conditions that stimulate it, 32

The theme of §0mpetition leading to violence'is onc that
occurs time and time agiin ’throudghout the Report of the President's
Commission. Man, istriving for worldly goods; for a futdrc com-~
 mensurate v;ith his potent{al, ‘becdmes very aggressive when
confronted wit}; ﬂ:x;eats té his ambitions: Look{né at thc persi;iency
of crimé in Ccft;.in ‘inney city areas tﬁe Report noées:

o

3t o

Ibid., p. 69.

32
Ibid., p. 86.




as thig, resulting violence is not surprising. People who, though
by society from improving their circumstances, can hardly be

‘the law and society. Frankel's bitter remarks seerri apropos:

+ These neighborhoods have always been characterized
by substantial crime; as classes move into these
arcas of rapid changs, as hopes for advancement
rise; the struggle for social recognition fr(.quc.-mly -
becomes criminal in nature.33

The Report suggests that the most signiﬁcaht environmental factor :

is not poverty but rather the pace of socizl change within a community,
A society that places a high premium on frecdom
over-order, that prizes material success, and
that encourages mobility aspirations is not likely
to be able to contain all its members within a -
conventional mold, . .members of our society
‘may have to tolerate a fairly h1gh amount of . 0
nonconformity among youth, 34

When the right to compete is preempted ina society such

declared by the law and the constitution to be equal,r are prevenicd

»’

blamed for developing extraordinary strains on their respect for

In the summer of our discontent, not-even George
“Wallace's angry young men could turn up a roster ;
of scapegoats to blame by name.. . «we railed, in

‘the name of law and order, against the guardians
of the law'in the Supreme Court, ‘We tried sup- "’
pression here and appeasement there, but still-the
hostilities and frustrations and ambitions of the -
‘depnved, whether ru:h or poor, proPcllgd us from
melee to mayhcm

3 , G
]bld.g p,VZS.
3

Ibld., p. 720.

35 ,
. Max Frankel, op ¢it., pp. vrvie
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The Kerner Commission concluded that the culture of peverty resulting
lfrom unemployment and family breakup generates a system of ruthless,
“exploitative rclati'onships within the ghetto, Prostitution, tiopc

addiction, and e¢rime in general, create an environmental 'jungle'

e chéractérized by personal insecurity and tension. Children growing

up under such conditions are likely participants in civil disorder,
Ghetto residents claim that they are 'exploited! by local

merchants, and there are indications ;hat these complaints are not

without substance.

Lack of knowledge regarding credit purchasing
creates special pitfalls for the disadvantaged, In
many states garnishment practic¢es compgund these
difficultics by allowing creditors to deprive 37
individuals of their wages without hearing or trial,

Warning the nation on the probable outcomes of the policy of

treating symptoms rather than the disease, the Kerner Commission

commented:

If the Negro population as a whole developed even
Btronger feclings of being wrongly ‘penned in'and
discriminated against, many of its members might

€ome to support not only riots, but the rebellion
now. being preached by only a handful.

If large-scale violence resulted, white retaliation
would follow, . This spiral could quite conceivably
lead to a kind of urban apartheid with semi-mariial
law in many major cities,

36, o S
Kerner Report, op cit.s, p. 14,
3 L

: ’v“?lbid.?,. p. 15,

 38pid., p. 397-98.
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As Others Sce Us

According to Eisenstadt there is in Israel a prevailing
climate of opinion which perceives Americans as highly
individualisfic. This individualism includes an intensive spirit

of competition which will employ any available means to acquire

rhaterial wealth.39 :

The German von Zahn, has commented at some length on
violence in America:

In the big cities gangsters are able to hold meetings

at which questions. of professional training arc
discussed, . .the police look the other way. With

a grin the newspaper reader takes note of the fact

that obvious criminals before investigating committees’
i of Congress are treated with a kind of ironic

o - reverence. And on another level there is the

- widespread glorification of self-help in situaticns
where legal means fail to produce results, o . '

InAmerica the tradition of s¢lf-help with violence
is almost as old and hallowed as that of the Saturday
evening brawl in an Upper Bavarian inn. . .

.The situation in the South is especially con.(usmg,
because there the muscles and tendens of violence
have been covercd by the ruling circles with the
flesh of lepalistic justification. . .Where else in the
world is there a society that for over a hundred years
has resisted with all means,  including violence, .-
R giving up forms and privileges that constantly require
CHE thinking along double standards and measuring with
} ‘double yardshcks. 40

39 : ] - |
S.N, Etsenstadt "from Israel’, As Others Sece Us,
Franz M. Joseph (ed,). Princeton Un1ver51ly Press: Princeton,
Nﬂw Jersey, 1‘559, p. 160,

S ,40 :
L Peter von Zahn, fifyom Germany", Ibid,, p. 101,
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Von Zahn spcaké of the 'double face' of America that in so
many arcas is manifested in the spectacle of two ideals vying with
each othcr.‘ Frequently the two are incompdtiblc. Thus, the idcal
of prescrving the pur;lty of the white race exists alongside the

colorblindness c‘mbod"ic;;dkin the Gonstitution. In no other country,

suggests von Zahn; could these opposing prisciples coexist in such

a manner in the twenticth century,

Imagine @ nation in one half of which the equality of

its citizens before the law extends into the 3 emotest
‘corners of club charters, and in the other hilf of which
the inequality of castes is established by lav ; within
“short time such a nation would break up. Nut the
United States. 42

~

The shafts from Sartre's bow are swift and sharp.
And that super-FEuropean monstrosity, North
America? Chatter, chatter: liberty, cquality,
‘fraternity, love, honor, patriotism, and what-
have you, Al this did not prevent us from
_making anti-racial speeches about du'ty niggers,
du-ty Jews, and dirty Arabs,43

The tdpic of Negro supprcssioﬂ has been prominent among
the‘writi.ngs of forcign commentators, Mrs, hbarca's comments
typify them, -

And what kind of democracy was it that kept them like

helots?, . .1 understood the demmographic and historical

" reasons for tlic color lin¢, but even so I was indignant
that ethnical prejudices should cause peqplck to sce in -

*

42
VT Yon Zafm, ‘op cit.; p. 105,

43

Jcan-Paul S'Lrtrc. Preface of The Wretched o£ the Earth.
ranz Fanonr Grovcx chss Inc., Ncw York: 1963, p. 26,




from around the world after the assassination of Robert Kennedy

: most violent people on ea.rth or ‘close to it. 48 Montagu unlea.shes

every Negro a potential criminal,” bandit, or °
lascivious beast, forgetting that crass igrorance -
and hopeless poverty deform any man and cause
him to regress toward the troglodyto, bc he white,
yellow, or black, '

On the same point, Manach notes:

‘And the same nation that is the defender of the world
liberty is a country of violent racial discrimination, . .
perhaps the fear of economic compelition has some
relation to that prcjudice, aloiig with apprehensions

of the social and political influence that the Negro
would have if freed from all restrictions, 43

As Americans See Themselves .

An American has -suggested that "Americans are today the
most frightening people on this planet. n46 He supports his

assertion by pointing to the horrified comments that came in"

and after the Chicago Democratic Convention, "Even such
specialists in violence as the Germans and the Russians now con-
47

descénd to 'us." ‘ o S T

Montagu is another who behnves that Americans arc either the

= )

44Ama.nda. ‘H.v:.'[;z‘lbarca, "from Chilé",‘,&jg_., p- 315k.
45301'3(: Manach "from Cuba', ll_:i_t_l.,v p ‘338. :
6Schlesmge1, __p_c1t., p. 19, '

ibid., p. 23.

. 4sAshley Montagu, The American Way o£ Llfﬁ. G.P. Putnam s’
Sons- New York, 1967, p. 454 3 e , ,

17;
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.

a savage attack.én the tcndcncy of Americans to whitewash much of

: the{t violence b}; a provcess of rationalizatiqn and sanctimonious

k l’abéling‘. ~The "myth of the savage India;n""}’9 created a cult of
heroism whércixi all white froﬁt’iersmcn were a law unto themselves
blessed with the inalienable right to bear‘arms an‘d‘ pledged :to dispose

of as many 'red barbarians' as possible, For Montagu the glorification

P : : T 1 of vivience, a hallmark of the frontier, is still with us. He alludes

‘to the spirit of apgression which permeates n;xa.ny facets 0 £ this
society. ‘Thus hbe indicates that not only does "thc Unité'd States have
the highcst rate of violent crime in the worl_d. but it‘al‘so exhibits

a unique aggressi;/eness in its politics, sports, commerce and
'gniertaix}n}ent; -

Many defenders oé the hallowed right to bear a;rms; ‘r‘est ;.hejir
' ’ g ' » ‘ca'se,onk the’a.rgument that it is a right written ir‘it:o fhe C.‘.]fl‘stitutiéh,
aﬁd conscquehtiy is not:contestable.’ ‘Aga%n, this reification of a

document compiled for the world that was, almost two hundred years

- ago, raises the ire bf Montagu, In the early days of the colony, when

police and lawmen were scarce, there would scem to be'more justi-
fication for instituting and maintaining a law which permitfed men

to beai' arms. To insist that a Constitulion written so long agois

8ill some kind of infallible oracle from which 21l wisdom flows,

1 %eems quite ridiculous.

%
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Yet, guns arc scen as only a symptom, ‘not a cause of the

~violence in Amencan Society. Montagu grants that thc removal

of guns will not cure the disease but ms:.sts that such a stcp would

be of immeasurable help in rcducmg the expression of the discase

in onne of its mcst dangcrous i'orms. 50 Schlesinger is of the same -

opinion, While urging the enactment of stricter gun laws he allows
that:
Still, bowever uscful in making it harder for potential
murderers to get guns, federal gun legislation deals

with the symptoms and not with the causes of our
trouble,

Schlesinger chides the old in American Society for their

tendcncy to dcny the existence of the discase, He points out that

: "sanchmony is not a persuasive answer to anguish, n52 a.nd blames

this attitude for much of the alienation oi the young.

They avre tired of alibis when they see the men they
admireéd most shot down., They are tirced of hearing
the older generation say thatit was only some crack-
pot or foreigner, dand that America, this anointed
nation of law and order, had nothing to do with it,

" Schlesinger insists that while there may not be a queshon

of collective gmlt, ibcrc is a problcm of collecuve responsibility.

 a., par,

: ;S,k_ISc'hlcsingcr‘, op cit., p. 48,
g, p..95. |

‘5?;];!3:'2_{_1., p. 9L, PR : oy
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Certainly two hundred million Americans did not -

strike down John Kennedy or Martin Luther King or
‘Robert Kennedy. But two hundred million Americans
are plainly responsible for the character of a society
that works on deranged men and ingites them to
depraved acts. . .Unless, like Lincoln, we acknowledge
‘the existence of the problem, unless we see the des-
tructive impulse as rooted in ovr history, our society
and oursclves, we will never be able to conquer and
transcend the trouble within, 54

Menninger adds more powder to the pistol:

Included among the crimes: that make up the total are

those that ‘we' commit, we noncriminals, . .'our’ crimes
help to make the xecorded ¢rimes possible, even necessary;
and the worst of it is wec do not even know we are guilty.

Perhaps our worst crime is our ignorance about crime. s

our smug assumption that it is-all’'a maties of some tough ©
~'bad guys' whom the tough 'good guys® wili soon capture. . .
By our part, I mean the encotiragement we give to criminal
acts and criminal carecers. . .our neglect of preventive
‘steps. . cour love of vindictive 'justice!, dur generally
- smug detachment, and our prevailing public apathy.

“The prevalence of Violence in the mass media, especially

television and films, has been seén hy many social scientists asa

Contributing factor té the American propensity for violence,  Television

{ Detworks are ¢ompeting for viewers, Commercials arc the life-

« : S ’
blood of the networks. The rate for advertising time varies directly

2d the number of viewers who watch the programs, Hence, if pro-
grams containing violence prove popular with the viewing public,

basic economics demands that these are the programs that will be

S
S, :

L - 'SSKarl Menninger. The Crime of Punishment. - The Viking
Press, New York, 1968, pp. 3-4. - :

-
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shown, The economic ¢ompetition among broadcasting systems
then becomes directly responsible for the violence presented on

the screen. Assuming that there is a direet relationship.between

violence -on television and the acceptance of violence in socicty, as

research would have us believe, the networks raust accept a measure
of responsibility for the current situation.,

3 Itis surely reasonable to suppose that contlinuous
: ~ -exposure to the spectacle of violence creates

’ the inscnsitivity. . .that, . .encourages the
acceptance of excessive violence as the 'normal!
way of life, 56 T

-

E - Theall too familiar theme of cconomic prosperity over-riding

all other considerations is thus repeated,  Vigorous compelition

cultivates,aggr.ess,ive busines s practices and an atmosphere of

violence. Fankel saw the same pattern at the base of the chaotic
Convention in Chicago in 1968. He saw.a profound conflict
developing throughout American sociely,

It is a conflict between’ the affluent and educated upper
classes of American society who, together with the
- poorest classes, are demanding ever faster change
and evenwholesale upheavel, ‘and the large body of
[ B middle-class Americans, newly prosperous or.still .
o1 striving, who fear the loss of what they have acquired
or'intend to achieve if the ways and priorities of life

are to be seriouslyaltered, T

. ~.' m N
AN S8 e e ARSI S -

56 - , :
i . . ‘Schlesinger, opcit., p. 57.

Frankel; op cit., p. viii. '
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Economic competition, the stryggle for atill more of the
‘good! things in life, encourages a 'win 4t any costs philosophy!

that often leads to aggression and violence, Montagu expreSScd

*

himsel{ strongly on this issue:

The principle of the American way of life is the idea
of competition. This takes the simple form of going
and doing better than the otlier fellow even if you have
to do he and his family injury in the process. . .
This kind of indifference to tht consequences to others
“of ones competitivencess is inherent in the principle
of competition. s -, This kind of competition leads to
“high frequencies of nervous breakdowns snd ulcers,
high delinquency rate, divorce and sep»rahon,
homicide, ‘and to vmlent crime rates that are the -
“highest in the world,5

Y

C. anht Mills depicted the new cntreprcnenr as .ypxcally

a schcmmg tnanipulator who often makcs hxs pro{us by "domg

' gomcbody in®, 59

Violence is nowhere more prevalent in America then in the

nation's capital, There was an average of two bank robberies every
' fthxce days in Washington in Januvary, 1969, In the same mon’th there

~‘were five times as many armed holdups in the ctty about 700 - as

in January, 1965, ln the, bulging jails some nmety percent of the

g female and'six,,ty six percent of the male immates are dope adc}iéts,

i
‘», .

58 ,
“Montagy, op cit,, p, 44,
59 : B o ;
, C. Wright Mills, White Collar: The American Middle
Clisses, Galaxy Books: New York, 1956, p. 74
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* with herdin the most common 'ﬁx'.

8%
60 6 Moo o5t
As Time Mapazine notes:
Even more unsettling than propcxty losscs; though,

is violent crime, especially ripe and -armed robbery,
which incrcased 50% in the past year,

The situation in other citics is hardly less disturbing.

In Boston, office girls refuse to'work aloné after 6.
In Kansas City, hospitals have trouble finding night
nurses,  Prudent Chicagoans try not to ride the el
after dark, . «Nearly everywhere, cven without
consciously thinking about it, city dwellers arc
adjusting their lives, their residences and their jobs
to the fear of physical violence. Parks that once
were playgrounds on hot summer nights are now
virtually empty. Iron bars and heivy mesh cover
exposed windows, while doors are double- and
triple-locked. ' '

~

A lnmxlar picture is pamted by the chzurman of the Urban

CFOali'tlon, John Gardner. He refers to the c1t1cs he saw as he

,'trav’elcd the country as secretary of hcaltb, education and welfare

as 'ka-agrpenteyd‘worlds' of ignorance, fear and hosﬁli"t'y.“ According

to Gardner these cilics were not communitics, but encampments of

S‘tx'ié:u'lgersn63

60 ‘ . ;
" Edward P, Morgan, "Nixon Shows an Understanding of:

“Washmgton Crime Problem" aneapohs Tnbunc. r cbruary 9,
‘969. P 3c. ~

k e "The City:. Terror in:Washington", Time, March 14, 1969,
P‘ 30. B . :
B 62"Policd: The Thin Blue Line", Timc', July 19, 1968, p. 16..
63 : : :
John _Gzixc}ncr, in Morgan, op cit.
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We will scc’a géod deal more of scering emotions
spiraling from viol¢nce and eounter-violence before
we are Fhrqugh, « sbut t‘hcyyr\von't'solv‘c a thix).g. 4
This then is the situation in contexﬁporary"Ahdcrica. Whrcther the .
bbservers be Americans or foreigners; social scientists or
journalis”ts, politicians or militant égitators there is substantial
agreement that all is not well in the United States, The theme of
competition genera‘t"ing violence is a 'recurrent one. Many writers
have sketched the American as a highly competitive individual who
is cluite unscrupu.léus in the means he employs to gain‘ hig ends.

Further, thc seeds of this attitude are scen as sown by society

‘itself. A cyclical process is cstablished whereby the reification

of material well-being leads to intensive competition which spawns
aggression and violence. The aggression often leade to the acquiring

of present goals, “but also to the aspiring for future and 'higher’

goals, . Hence, the eternal quest,

In the face of the observations bresented it seems imp’efaﬁvc

that a ‘qumbef: 6£emyiri‘ca1 questions be raised, . For instaxi'i:c. 18
thé‘re a dzrect relationship bet\veéxi conﬂpctit‘ioh and propenéity for
Vi"ol‘ent"éctioh in an individual? Are Americans moge motivated
~t°w5.;f'ds" achievement (m‘o‘re competitive) than az:c'other nationals? o -

It is with a view to examining such propositions that we move .

¥4 onfo the next phase of this discussion.
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CHAPTER 1V

D.ESIGN FOR A STUDY OF COMPETITION AND VIOLLNCE

IN AMERICA

- Our review of Amencan charactcnsucs has revealed the
optmon by both outsiders and insiders of the existence of an unusually

high level of compcutmn and violence among Amecricans, It is

: interestmg then to raise the question as to whether an emp1r1cal

companson would find Americans significantly more compeutwe
and moxre prone ;to, violcnce than selected groups of non-Americans,

In the present chapter it is proposed to describesthe sample, ‘yton

develop our hypothesis and our scale procedures, and to describe

and pretest the ques tionnaire,

‘The Sample

In order to draw a.-comparison along the lines suggested
above, 1t was decided to make use of the popu]ahon of graduate
!tudcnts at the University of anesota. Gra.duatcs «Were ‘preferréd
to undergraduatcs for the very practu:al’ reason that most foreign
Btudents at'Minnesota are graduates, Since the study dcsign dvemands -
8?0u_ps, ofnon-Americans, itwas necessary to-use graduates to
°$tain‘ na.ﬁonal samples ‘of su(ficieﬁt size to make feasible the -

dra.wmg of compansons. It was decided that it would be pre[erable

‘0 draw formgn studcnt Samplcb from JJ)LCII'N" namons, rather than
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1 ata minimum, in order io obtain cell sizes of sufficient magnitude

5

-90

to take an overall random sample of all forcign graduates, -In so

doing it was felt that any significant results which might be obtained

- could be discussed more mgpaningfully and with greater ,lhcorketical L

. relevance, In view of this it is not possible to generalize {rom the

. .

" ,»fixiai"ngs of this study to the entire populaﬁon of foreign studcnts

at Minnesota,

-+ . The next consideration conccrnc}d preciscly which nationals
should be selecied for comparison with Americans, Here again
‘the question of size was paramount, By far the largest groups of
foreign students at Minnesota are those from India and China,
Howaver,’ both of these are Asian nations, " Hence in the interests of
validity, it was felt that just onc of these, India, should be chosen,
It was decided td' use a s»ample from a El:lfOpcan nation as a second
group Ior"compa;;ison. fhis decision created a new p‘x;oblem.
No Européa,ﬁ nati‘;n bas more tbap fhi;ty students at the Univei-siiy.

It was felt that each sample should be between thirty and forty,

to allow the application of tests of significance, As a result it was
decided to choose the European sample. from‘two;countries, both
of which had a compé.ratively large number of students at Minnesota.

These countries were West Germany and England,

L oreamaim e e
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An additional requizl'cmcnt in the non-American samples -
was. that the individuvals included should be relatively recent arrivals

in the United States. This was based on the rcasoning that foreigners

would tend to become mire ""Americanized" the longer they resided

in this éounl.ry_. Consequently, most of thestudents' chosen in the
foreign samples arrived in the United States in 1§68 or 1967. Thus,
of the thirty-five Indian respondents, only three arrived here prior
to 1967, Of the thirty-five norihcrn LEuropeans -~ nineteen West
Germans and sixteén‘Englishme’n - just five arrived in Amcricé
prior to 1965, |

Most of the foreign studcnté a:t Minnesota dre fales., Fﬁrther-
mox;é. the asswuaption ways made that national stereotypes are more
usually ba;éed‘ on the male, rather than on the female character. !
With thése consider.ations in mind, the decision was made to i;xclﬁde
only malo;s in the samples,

.

5. It is invalid to compare apples and oranges.  Along the same

v

‘lines it seemed invalid to compare sncial scientists with engineers,

for-instance, “For this reason it was felt that the samples should

‘be stratified according to the respondents! graduate majors. The

Question as to which general academic arecas should be included

David M. Potter, "American Women and the American
Character, "' in American Character and Culture, John A, Hague {ed.),
Everett Edwards Press, Inc., De Land, Florida, 1964, pp. 65=84,
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7 was 1argc1y> dictated by the smallest forcign sample =~ the northern
Europeans, O,}xce this sample had been chosen;: the Indian and

4 American sampleés were selected 50 as to.correspond as closely

as possible in terms of percentage distribution of academic majors,
The three samples contained respondents distributed among academic

‘It majors as shown in Table 1,

B

Table 1

Approximate Percentage
Major ‘ oo in each Sample
Administration. : 18
Agriculture ' g 5
Engineering or Mathematics ; , 25
History or Philosophy M {
Languages and Literature , 6
Physical Sciences Co22
Social Sciences 14

BV

The s'amplé froxﬁ India was randofnly selécted \vithih tyh‘e’
o a;t:ademic areas. fvThé #aﬁxe was ti;ue fof the American samplc;
Seven‘ty Americans frox“n, eight;een di‘ffcrent states were included in
 the Améri‘cén group, Miﬁnesotans, with twenty-six respondents,
Wer'e aisproportioxlatcly represented. , '
ﬁ éum theﬁ. the overall sample consisted of threé distinct

- groups; the Amc;icans,‘ kthe Indian, and the northern Eurobgan.

T%:k:re, were seventy Amerikcans, and scyenty noh-Amckricans.; Thikrty-
fiYc of thc latter \\;'gre fl'om India aml Lhirty-fivé f_rpm noxthern

t Europe. The samples were controlled for sex, cducation, and
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graduate major. Further, to the extent that all of the students were
graduates, there was an approkximate control for age:” The non-

.

American sample was conirolled for time of arrival in the United

Sta{ﬂs .

Hypothescs

Hypothesis 1.  Americans are more highly competitive than are
‘ the nationals of either India or northern Europe.

Exgla'nation. Our review of the literature has indicated that
Americans are perceived by commentators, both

American and foreign, as intensively competitive,

In fact the implication is that Americans have no

peer as a group in this particular characteristic,

Assuming that this is the case, it'was anticipated
that Americans would score higher onan index of

competition than'would a group of non-Americans.

R S A

Hypothesis 2. Americans are more prone to aggression thanare the
‘ nationals of either India or northern Europe.

¥
&
.
F ]

RS S L . B m Explanation,  The literature suggests that a study of American

history reveals a tradition of aggfessive self-help.
IR A ' ' Tt Further, statistics indicate that the curve of violent

bebavior is exhibiting & constantly increasing gradient

in America. A number of contemporary writers

~ have suggested that the American is among the most

Rt
\5,:.;3’
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Hypothesis 3,

Hypothesis 4.

Explanation,

. ‘competitive.

. competitive than Americans perceive themselves,

- unscrupulous in their Competition than Americans

" in perception between Americans and non-Americans

i Hypothesis 5.

aggressive nationalitics in the world. ‘With this in
mind, it was predicted that Americans would cmerge
higher on'a scale presumed to measure aggression

than would the non-Americans,

.

Non-Americans perceive Americans as highly

Non-Americans perceive Americans as more highly

Almost invariably, commentators from foreign
countries perceive the American as typically among
the most dedicated competitors in the world, There

is little doubt that Americans regard themselves in

approximately the same light, Nevertheless, it is

submitted that outsiders perceive Americans as more

perceive themselves. Since it is assumed that

individuals rcact to others on the basis of their

g

perception of those others, any significant difference

would seem to be important,’

Non-Americans perceive Americans as highly aggressive,
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Hypothesis 6,

Exglanation.

95

Non-Americans perceive Americans as more highly
aggressive than Americans perceive themselves.

. Therc is little dquestion that many foreign observers

. “view contemporary America as a violent society.

htrthermpxje. the recent politiqgl assaséinations,
the race r‘iots, the campus'dis_turban‘ccs, and
nu;né;‘ous prote‘st demqnétrations have been given
consic.lex;a&ble‘ coverage in the foreign press. Tbe
result is an image of America and Americans as

5 .

violent and highly aggressive. Americans seem less

inclined to view themselves and their society as at the

[N

root of the violence in their country, More often,

disturbanées are seen as perpetrated-by atypical
individuals and groups. Again, such a difference in~
perception would seem irﬁportant for understanding

the reactions of outsiders to Americans,

kScales

Four measuring instruments were required. These were to

measure competition, aggression,. perception of competition in

Americans, and perception of aggression in Americans,
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Compctition. A réview of scales in the literature revealed a dearth
of indices in this arca. ‘

The concept; competition, can be .defixi’ed ina nun{ber‘of ways,
along more than onc dimension, Thus it could be argued that a k
tendency tocompete intensely in athlefics may not necessarily be
associated with'an appctite for business or acade;mi‘c cox;np’efition.
In the presantkstudy it was decided to devclop an index compésed of

items making gencral statements about competition and its perceived

kefi‘ect on personality and socictal development. Twelve items were

drawn from 'varioussources.z' 3 The respondents were .required to

circle the appr0pr1ate initials according to whcther they Very

Strongly Agreed (VSA), Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A), D1sagrccd (D),

Strongly Dtsagreed (SD), or Very Strongly Disagreed (VSD), - The

items were arrangéd to form a Likert.type scale. These items were

as follows:

1., 1 would not let earning a living greatiy‘wa.rp my life.
' ™
2. Competition is _thé means through which most improvement

in scciety is"accomplished.

: Sy . "{‘\.’
2 iy
- David C McClelland The Ac}uevmg Soc:cty. D. Van

Nostrand Company, Inc., Punceton, New Jersey, 1961 pp. 495-97,

3
B.F. McCue, "Construcung an instrument for evalua.tmg
athtudes toward intensive competition in team games, '"in Marvin E,

- Shaw and Jack M, Wright (ed.). Scales for the Measurement of
'A&t_ugfs McGraw Hill, New York: 1967, p. 87.
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Participation in intensive compchtion dcvclops
leadz_rahip.

Intensive compctltxon in team games whﬂc at school helpe
to train most mdwxduals to'face the problems of Me. ~

All other things assumcd equal, I would prefer to work
for myseclf than to carry out the program ofa rcsPcctcd
superiox. : .

1 work very hard at cverything T undertake until I am
satisfied with ‘the results, :

1 would prefer to work on'a project that was getting some-
where, even though it'was far from where I usually live
and work and among people very different from me.

Seniority Ly should he g E,wcn greater weight than ment in
giving promotmns.

chg pxtted against another as ina pohhcal or athletic
race is enjoyable. . - .

Winning may;not be everything, but losing is‘nothing.‘

Other things assumed equal, it would be ptefcrable to’
work for a definite salary than for a commission on work

‘done.

An,va.rﬁcle for sale iz worth what people will pay for it.

For reasons presented in the scction on "internal consistency",

items 5 7, 8, and 10 were not mcludcd ’m thc ﬁna.l index, How«zver,

iy was demded to retam these m,ms in the Emal questmnnamre. Thc ,

primaxry :re;asp‘n for this was to help oIfSet the "memoxry" effect in

test<re-test reliability.
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Aggression, In'the present context aggression was conceptualized
along the lines of the model utilized by Buss and Durl;cc.4> These
writers divided hostile~aggressive behavior into 2 number of pub-

classcs, After substantial pre-testing and the wse of the item
analysis, factor analysis, and »;;oilection of norms; Ioﬁr‘sdb'clasus

emerged as most important for a description of hostile ~aggressive

‘behavior in males. These included:

‘1, Assault - physical violence against others. This includes
‘gatting into fights with others but not destroying objects,

2. Indirect aggression - both roundabout and undirected
aggression. Roundabout behavior like malicious
gossip or practical jokes is -indirect in the sense that
the hated person is not attacked directly but by devious
means, Undirected aggression, such as temper '

“tantrums and slamming doors, consists of a discharge
of negatwa effect a.gamst no one in particular,

3. Ix‘rl,tab1ltty -2 reathness to cxplode at the shghtesf
prmiocation.. This included quick temper, grouchiness,
exasperation, and rudeness,

4, Verbal aggression - hegative effect expressed in both
the style and content of speech, Style includes arguing,
shouting, and screaming; content includes threa,ts, curses,
and being overcritical. 5 ~

Puss and Durkee did not attempt to arrive at an over-all =

‘hostile~aggression index, Rather, they chose to'&‘cv‘elog a separate

" index for each oifthe sub-classes, In the present study the decision

g

4Ar‘noid H. Buss and Ann Durkee, "An inventory for assessing

‘ dilferont kmds ‘of hostilicy, Journal of Abnormal Socxal Psycholggy.
1957, 21, pp. 343-368,

5Arnold H. Buss, The Pchhologzy of Agpression, J‘ohn Wilcy' '
nc,, New York: 1961, pp. 169-170,
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!waa made to select items {rom cach of the four sub~classes, and

to use these a8 a basis for develeping an avcr*all index. Fifteen

ﬁtema were seiectcd and are listed below: = ' .
11t makes my blood boil to have somecone make fun of me,
2. It is acceptable for a person to resort to physical violence

: if he has to,-to defend his own rights.-

3. Itis very difficult to think of a good reason {or ever
: hittmg a.nyonc.

4 U anyonc ADNoys me I am apt to tell him what I thmk
of him,

5. 1lose my temper easily but get over it quickly.

6, When a person is yelled at, he should yell right back.

7. When I really lose my tcmper, Tam ca.pablc o[ slappmg
, someonc,

8,  Ican rcmcmbcr being so angry that I picked up thc nearest

- thing and, broke it. .

9. It is difficult not to be a httle rude to people that one does
S omot hke. ,
10. Once ina while it is impossibie to control the urge to

barm others. B
11., 1f someone doesn't treat me. nght. 1 don't lent annoy me.
IZ. I never get mad enough to throw thmgs.
13, 1 generany cover: up my poor ommon ‘of others.
4, If someone hxts me first, 11 lct him have it
1]5:‘ A pcrson sbould not let 2 iut o£ ummpo;ctant mmg

ixritate him,
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Items 5, 6, 8, 10, and 15 were excluded from the final index.
This again was done for reasons to be descriiﬁed in the section on

‘internal consistency",

Perception of Competition in America, To measure this variable five

indicators were assembled bascd on.the statements in the literature,

These are prescnted below:

1. The ideal of bigger, faster, and more, is véry prevalent
in American society.

2, Purely scliish motives are behind many of the financial
grants given to other countries by the United States,

e : 3, Americans are probably the most highly competitive
% ! people in the world today.
§ "4, ‘Americanism is nothihg but a childish desire to "beat
. the world'', v
: ; : . L
: i 5. . The American is willing to sacrifice anything to profit.

Perception of Aggreésion in America. Once again five indicators were

o AR A S

devclopéd on the hasis of statements in the li’terature.v_ Thesc include:

1. Americans dre the most frightening pycople on the éa;r'th,l
“today. - ' RO o

.

2. itis illogical'to claim that the whole of American society
 must accept much of the responsibility for the wave of

: recent assassinitions of top political and civil rights

woo figures in this country. '

3, The American is no more pronc to resort to aggressivc
‘ behavior to obtain his individual rights thah are most
other nationalities, ' :

/,
ohE R
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4. In America, the tradition of self+help with violence
appedrd to be well established,

5. It is part of the "American Way'to go out and do better
than the other fellow ¢ven if you have te do him and his
family injury in the process,’

The Questionnaire

Twelve quést{ons were Io:mﬁatcd. to éscertain_ baékground
factors sﬁch as'natio’nality, socio-cconomic status, political
éreferc‘pcve, and religion. 'Followir;g‘ this, the thirty:-sevcn statemecents

-making up the four iﬁdiﬁes outlined above werg randomly distribut‘ed

- under a section entitled YAttitudes and Opinjons',

N

- Reliabiligx.,‘ The reiiability of each of the four scales was evaluated

by administering the questionnmaire to thirty-t.wo junior and senior

students at the University of Minnesota, The questionnaire was

¢ -’‘administered twice to the same students, with seven days between

>,

aéﬁﬁxﬁstrations”. The p\;rpose wé.s to determiné the tonsistency of
the'respﬁnses of the samé individual, Thus if an item or an én,ti're
scale is reliable, it should evoke a similar ieéponsé from an

. individual, as‘sn:ming’t»ba.t there were no signiﬁi:ant‘ihtérvcning

_variables during the period of time between the two questionnaires,
i i

_‘Spearman's Rank-order correlation coc’,{.’ficicnt wa$s used o
find the measure of association between the tw¢ responses of the
Ao - . % same individual. The formula used to obtain the Spearman Rank-
ié | " v - T N A ; e s - T .
4 Order sorrelation was:

[

. '6:’(2 DZ)

BritNmry
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Asan example of how: réliability was evaluated, the dnta for

one of tbe thirty-two students used in the pre ~test are pres:.nt:.d in

"Table 2. Thts cxa.mplc is based on rcsponses to the Perceplion of |

Violence index: -

.

-

Ta-ble 2

Scale Rehabxhty Respondent 1

Item ¥X; X, D D2
1 i 4 el 1
2 1 3 2 4
3 3 3 [+ ]
4 5 5 .0 (¢
5 4 4 0 0

. B Total D?
R =,750 ‘

. AX] ~ Subject's first response.
Xz - Subject's sccond response.
D' - Difference betwc.en the 'response for a given'
. item,
" D? - The square ot thc difference,

In this way thc reliability of the Tesponses fo: each individualy on

- each scale was evaﬁlua'ted; Fbr'the Compelitiori Béalc, R raﬁgedﬂ

between . 875 and , 984 with and average of , 942, For the Aggression

mdcx the range was . 921 to y. 988 with an averagé of . 959‘; For the

Perception of Competition R varied between 650 and , 950 with

4 anaverage of +838 for Perception of Aggression correlations ranged

from .656 to 1,00 with an average of .831.

‘ mm. The items used in bbth the competition scale an& the

Aﬂgressmn scale were aM ta.kcn £rcm mstr\amcnts whmh had been

W@vaously assemblcd to mcasurc thesc trazts. In boah of these

§
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original instruments the items had survived sclection by a panel of

judges from a pool of items, Additionally, it appears that the‘items.

on both of thesc ‘acalcé possess face validity,

- The question of internal consistency needs to Vbc broached as
a check léh the internal validity of the four scales. Thus,“ the validity
of an item would be questionable if it failed to .di.scriminatc between
individuals at opposite ends of a scale. For example, a respondent
w1th a low aggr‘essipn:score should, with a high degree of r(_;gularity,
?espond té each item.ina mann‘,e,r reflecting low aggre§sioh. The v
i data to conduc:t‘ these'iqmt'erna;l cousistency tests were obtained from
“the pre-test quesxt;ikonna.ir'es of the thirty-two juni:ars and seniors used

. in estimating reliability.

A numerical value of from one to six was assigned to each
: B ) S . N A‘
response on the six-item Likert type scale. Tc obtain a person's
+'score on any index, the scores of his responses to individual items

}Veré summed. The respondents were then ranked, for example‘,

| from the most Eompet‘iﬁye to the Jeast competitive. By eliminating

the middle two ‘qixa'rtiyl_es‘,‘ the eight most cbmpetitive and the é{ght .

lexasfycompetiﬁve remained against‘which the internal consistency {:5 '

" of ’,the scale was checked. An item had internal validity, was

éb‘nsi‘stent with the scores of the entire scale, if it accurately

"discriminated between the most competitive and the lcast competitive,
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- -The same procedure was adopted for each of the other threeé scales,

‘:This procedure is demnnstrated in Table 3 for one of the items

on the Competition scale,

item, Compétitio’n isthe means through which most impr;wcment in

society is'accornplished,

. :{ . .
i Table 3 e
s Internal Consistency of an Item -
: # . P ) , ; 'Agree . Disagree
| i Most Competitive ~ 16 e
. Least Compeatitive ; 4 o2
i ; N = 32 , -
N Lo Percentage of consistent cells = 87,5%

A d;cision was mav.de: to use only thqse items whc‘;sc:pcrcentagc
f ‘of cox;sistent ‘celis was séve‘n't‘ydi?ve’ orlgr’e'a'ter.- Usmg this @:riterion : ﬁ
: ;Itgmp 5, 6. 8, é.nd 10, were fqirhally eii‘niixla.téc/l ‘\frb;i: thc Combeti’tion
Indéx; and ité:(tz‘1§“5, 6, 8, 10, and 15, from the Aggrcssiah_lndex.

. All the items comprising the scales on perception accurately dis-

Fﬁ;imihated fnbré?hin éjevéntyjfivé pefcentk of the nme. :
The two. Perceptior; scé.lés were formed from ?iewpoints
";"iu"esented by céntempo.fary observers of the American scene. To
{ ‘th‘is extent, 'ihcy WO:l.‘!ld appcakr to E,e releva.nt, ' and poS#ess face

‘ - validity, as wellas being internally consistent,
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" réach conclusions on the basis of these,

«
v

in Burn, the four scales appear to have some measure of
validity, Further, the items used exhibited quite high reliability,

The final questionnaire was personally delivered to each of the 140

‘respondents, along with a stamped, addressed envelope for the

return of the completed items,
When a potential respondent was not at home, two call-backs
were made on subsequent occasions. Nine of the non-Americans

{6 indians, 2 Englishmen, and } Germén) could not be located, The

_same was true for three Americans, This reduced the sample size
to 128, One hundred six of the questionnaires were returned giving -

4 response rate of approximately 83%.

.

The highcst responsc rate was the Northern European at

i 9%, .The Am"erican group was next at 85%, while the Indian sample
: yds a somewhat disappbintii\g 69%. Our final samples consisted of
57 Ameriéaﬂs ‘and 49 non-Americans, Twenty-nine of the latter

- were North European, and 20 were Indians.

' It remains for us to review the findings, and to attempt to

24

=108
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‘CHAPTER V

ot i W8

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SAMPLE

~Before testing the hypotheses outliﬁed in the previous chaptex, -
‘ it ie important to compare the naﬁonalv groups on various basic
‘characteristica. In this conncction we need o kﬁon what similay-
ities and differences exist among the groups witﬁ respect to factors
which might influence the respondents’ écores on the dependent
‘ iyvar'iabies in which we are interested, Any attempt to investigate
possible contaminating ‘facths will be restricted to those which
- for various theoretical re:\‘sc‘ms could influence the ’rcsults‘
In the present study the following factors were considered
a8 potential contributors to a spurious rclationship: age, socio~
ecqﬁomic §tatus, position in the family of orientation, and social
environment {urban or rural). 1n addition, data were gathered on
religion and political affiliation in as much as the;r are usually

associated with nationality, 1t wasdg‘:a‘ira‘bh: that the samples be

“®imilar in terms of age, socic-cconomic status, position in family,
and childhood environment, On the ather hand, it was assumed that

the respondents® eultural »backgroku.nds would Iargély determine "th'civif

AR BTN g R e e

teligion and their political preferciice. For example, it was assumed

1 Gat samhples of Israelis, Egyptians and Indians would be predominantly

7 Jewish, Moslem, or Hindu respéctively, Their political position would

"
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be polarized by the institutions of their respective national statcs.,

Hence it was cxpected that the sample groups would be significantly

) ‘

different with respect {o politics and religion, thus increasing our

confidence in the represcnfativcncss of our samples,

Each of these variables was run scfaratciy against the three
groups in a cross~tabulation computer prbgram, and the chi-square
statistic was calculated in each case, In general, the hypothesis
being test§d .i,n these cross-tabulations waé that the vaf{a;nces on

each of these variables 'would be the same witfﬁn. each national group.

- Abrief discussion of the rclationships found to exist is presented

«

bélow.

Age .

It was felt that age might be an interfering variable in any

i study of American and non-American judgments of competition and

violence-in American character; ‘because of the conventional wisdom'

- the ‘world over that people tend to become more conservative with age,

Furthermore, ‘it was realized in advance that the average ages of

American and fore‘ign‘ students at the same general Yevel in their.
3 \inive;;sity studies would probably be different, for usually by the
"} time somec foreign student has managed to find the means to study

wi.anmerica.‘. two to three years wi}.i have passed since his‘b.accalz;urcatc

.aegrec was.obtained- . . ,‘\=‘~ : . , '» . ‘

it
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- If we examine our samples of Indian, North Europcan, -and

~ American students in terms of 4-ycar age intervals the anticipated
~finding that the average age of foreign students would be somewhat

older than that of Americans at a comparable level of university

study was borne out, This may be seen in Table 4.

Table 4

Peréehtage Age Distribution by National Groups

21 -24 25-29 30-34 35-39

Indian - . 41.4 36.8 5.3 10,5

" Northern European , 21.4 . 50.0 .. 28,6 0.0

American 56,1 . . 38.6 S 5,3 . 0.0

When the three nationaly groups - Amer’ican, Northern European,
and Indian - were tabulated agaihst age intervals, a chi-équarc‘ of
24,317 with 6 deg;eeé of freedom was obiained;. This was significant

at the .001 level, thus negating our general hypo’t'hcsis‘ conc’erningy an

>

~equal distribuiion ‘of age groupings among the threc national groupsy.y
QAB was expected, the foreign .studcn,té‘tended to be oidgr than ihcir
“;I"fmerican couhte,rvpakrt‘s.' 'I”’hijs .;,v»ask especi;’tll);ﬂt’he case for the
‘Northern Eurquans’. The modal category for this “groﬁlp wa's 25 ~-29,
g ;35‘ #ga'{nst,z,l -.24 for the An1cri9an and Indian"satﬁplas-. Thics'e.

Tilaytt;e'rvﬁvo We:e; quite-similar in‘age distribution, with the Indians k

L
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>tending to have more individuals in the ‘older categories, Table 4
. _presents a percentage row distribution,

When we go beYond these expected differences to the further
queshon as to whether the average agc dlﬂerencea betwecn the
-samples could affect the outcome of the study, bowever, it is

necessa}y to 1nquu-e further as to the poss1b1e 1mphcatxons of
, ; ) » . : age grouping for the perceptions of vxolence in Amenca. For the
| perception of soc1a1 reality, absolute age is not asyxmportant as
age category or generatmn. Qu1te apart from the studies of
generation by such soc:olog1sts as Karl Mannhe1m and S, N,
Elsenstadt, it is noteworthy' that in tlxeir conflicts :writh Univeroity
: concept. thh grcat frnquency they have drawn the hne between the

5 : generatwns atage 29, trcahng all persons over that agv as "the

e.n‘erny". k - RS o ;c
If we unhze this;as a roughly accurate picture of the generahon
dt\nsmn the dtscrepancy between the samples does not appea.r to be
nearly as great. e ’ y |
e T o ‘ Wh1le the dlfferences between the saxnples by écnerahon is

Bhll consuierable, it is noteworthy 1hat the largcr number of persons

O ‘ e S LR e B m all samples fall into the' category of 29 and under. v

It seems reasonable to cla1m thcn, tha.t the respondents are

O

: ~t least from the:- same generatlon. Furthcr, we note that it 1s ihe

T
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o B NN e . Tables

Percentage Generation Distribution by National Groups

National Group - ‘Generational Diffcrences
: 29 and under 30 and over

AL | L R . Indian | 84,2 5.8
Neorth European 71.4 28.6
s ’ B B " American 94.7 5.3

foreign samples that contain the older gencration members. Itis
felt that older, more experienced outsiders will be more inclined
: _to follow the philosophy that "people arc people'! the world over. -

'On the other hand, the younger Amecricans may be the most likely

- of all Americans to condemn their own system. In other words, it
‘is suggested that the type of age difference that appears tends to
" - bias the results, if at all, in the opposite direction to that hypothesized.

I

, : ' : P A e ' o L Socio~Economic Status

So ﬁany social scientists have urged, énd'so mkan{y siﬁdies
" have confixjmcd the iact th'af socio-cconomic diffefences .betwcxz"en_' ‘
upper, ,midc'lle,‘ ahrl'lo;vgr. yclva‘ss‘és" bave an ~imporgaf:t gffeqt upon
‘u'ocial» écrcepﬁon that it wa$ deemed esser‘xtia‘l,bytob randomize the
samples on this ;afiable 1f it W“e'rék m?t p-otent{al‘ly to destroy‘ogr

eonclusions,
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- of indicators such as occupation, education, incore, place of

111
Efforts to gauge this variable usualiy include a consideration

.

- residence, and so on, With cross-cultural samples the difficulty

of measuring status in 'Socicty is considerably enhanced. Added to

this is the fact that these respondents are all graduate students

" whose status at this time may often be in a state of flux, Further,

to attempt to formulate an index of the social class of the respondents’

"Vparents, based on such indicators as those suggested babo"ve. would
have been of questionable validity.  Thus, income differentials

across national lines, -and varying sta.tus of occupations in diﬁerent

CN

cultures, would be only two 1mportant factors tending to distort such

- an mdex. In view of thls tt was dcmded to make no atiempt to

develop an index. At the same ume 1t was felt tha.t some mdzcatmn :

of how the respondents perccwcd their own socml class was relevant.

\:

_This of course was aub,)ect to crrors of deﬁmb.on and judgment, buL

‘

: ~_gw<:n ‘the cxrcumstanCes, it is defcnde‘t. $ probably the most practxcal
'mct‘:rd of nhtam*ng at least a general assessment of how thc samples

' compa.re an this va.nable.

The results showed that the.re was no s1gmhcant relahonsmp

: ‘betwe'en nationalitles and socmal claSSes., Most respondents 'ca.tegorlzed

: :,tht.mselves as mtber lower- rmddle or upper-m1dd1e. The dxstr1~

butmn is ‘shown in “Fable 6 The ch1 squarc o£ 6. 049 \vuh 6 degrecs

: Gf freedom was. non—sxgmhcant-
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Table 6
Percentage Distribution of Social Class
B ~Lower- Upper- B
Working  mMidgle  Middle Upper
- “'Indian - 8.3 42,1 52,6 0.0
' Northern European 3.6 28, 6 ‘57. 1 10,7
American 5.3 42,1 ' 50,8 1.8
R v A e e ' Ordinal Position in Family of Orientation
- R ‘ ' v : ‘ ' - - . Social sc1ent18ts have suggested that the family as a small

group undergoes basm changes w1th the adchtton of each child, Such

i . - t ‘ : ; ‘ ‘ changes in turn affect thc relationships among family members, ‘and
i ' ; Co S o pkﬂllﬁmately»bring about changesfin‘;persohaiity. Thus, Le Mastcrs;l
' ‘showed that the arrival of the first ébild vofte’n consti;\;tés a very
_r.eal crisis for young newly-weds, It ';aeems j:h’a‘t‘ the young par;:nts‘
) é.re ov‘er-zealoﬁs in ‘thkeir' efforts »to learn their pdfeﬁta.l role—s, aijd
i.n the procéss -s‘ubject; their ﬁrst—born to exCe‘ssi;'c ar’nounts’ o£ attention.
v::Thls child expcncnces con51derable t;-auma when much‘ of the attentmn
s diverted from him by the arrival of a second infant, The ﬁrst
chil& ﬁnd,s,tha’t he must restructure the pattcfiri of interactxon ‘to -
which he had Bccn éccustomcd. His relationships areé no longer as
"predlctable as they £ormerly were, and this oﬁen leads to a.

consxderablc amount o£ alteratmn in personahty. ~

)
¥
)
:
§

E. E, LcMa.sters, "Par¢nthood d.S Crmw" ' Mar*mgc and }*amﬂy :
Living. 1957, 19, pp. 352-385. . e
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Lasko™ produced evidence that indicated that mothers were
more cocrzive 2nd restrictive, and less ‘consistcnl, with lhci'r first=
il

born than with their sccond child. Hencc, due to the accident of

>

birfh the ﬁrst born is sub_;cct to structural vanablcs thét are quite
likcly to c'reakte,personnlity problems, ‘Scars, Maccoby, and chin3
found that the middle child was less likely to receive praise and
more likély to be required to perform household chores.

It secms then that ordinal posit;ion exerts significant
-inﬂuenée sn the dcvelopmeht oi pcrksonalikty traits and attitudes. In ‘
view of this it would scem relevant in the present Stuydyk‘to ascertain
whether axi;% 'national gx“’o‘up» 'containéd an inordinate number of'indivi-
,kduals belongii;g toa ‘particular ox;dina.kl‘;:ategc‘)ry in their parental’

3 ‘f'amily.’ | | | | : |

) The chi~$qﬁar,ev on thi’é v’av‘riable amoﬁnted t;:' 10. 974 with 6~

~degrees of ’-freédor;m, a.nil was non-éi’gniﬁcant‘ for p<£.05. In other
’words, there was no‘ significét:xt relationship between national éroup
and ordinal category. Hence it sceﬁs safe to z‘tss'x‘;mie that jordinal

position of the respondents in theii family of‘orientation’will exert
jlittle influence on the ,c;:mparative characteristics o‘fithe éroups “in

our sample.

Lo 2.]'t::an K. Lasko, "Parent behavior toward first and second
"'U-,Ch'ddrcn" Genchc PsychologyMonogrﬂph. 19.34 49, pp- 97~ 137. ‘

3R R. Sears, " Eleanorg, Maccoby, H. Levm, Pathrns of

Chi]drcarmg. Row, Petersol . Evanston. 1: 1957,
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e Living Areca Groxﬁng Up

4

' ﬁarker has dcﬁuohstia‘tcd how co'mmmﬁty siie is instru-~
& : \ ' R mental in controlling the dcgfec and quality of cxposurxc. to adults
’ « " : ' o ; ‘ ‘ ' i that chi‘ldrenievxéericnce.k Frofvxal this he rcasox;s tjliat'such variance
in eyxposur’e experiences rria.y léad to quite diffei'cnt‘conccptions of
how to rcia.fe tb older peféons, énd ;to the gchcrai environmen(.
Iﬁ discu;ssing some of the ,Bociologiéal correlates of per-
sonality development, Claueeh and Williams emphasized the impact -

that remdenttal setnng can exert on the growing child.
It would be difficult to unagme a sharper ¢contrast in
environments for the devcloping child than that between
an urban slum in the United States and the small French -
village that Wylie has described in his "Village in the
: Vaucluse', . .Here family, school, and other commumty
i ! . agents reinforce a single image of the good, the ,
inevitable course of development. At the age of four
. = : : - . ) : the child enters school and quickly learns the school
LA ' : : " routines which will comprise the most important part
T ‘ of his life for the next ten years, Confronted by the
unbroken social pressure’of parents, teachers, and
inends, he lecarns that there are aspects of life that
must be faced, definitions that must be memorized
and accepted as they are. 5 ~

In view of this evidence, nationé.lity was cross-tabulated
"against two‘indica.tovrs of 'living arca groWing up'. The first of

‘ ‘these soug‘;htk‘to determine the gener'a.l‘vtype of environment {urban

A

AT N - Rogcr Ba.xker and Herberq F. anht, Mldwc_st and its -
‘ e o Chzlfiren. Réw, Peterson and Co., Evanston, 1}i:"1957,
o SJohn A, Clausen and Judith R. Williams, “Soclologtcal

‘Corrcla.tcs of Child Behavior", N.S.S.E, Ycarbook. LXIL, Part 1,
,1963. PP 84 85, CEe e
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' or rural) in which the respondent spent the major pa}t of his child-

hood and adolescence, The chi-square here was 2. 893 with 6

_degress of freedom, Quite ob'viously, this was not significant,

The second indicator ;neasured the size of the population ;
in the respordent's childhoodblivir‘lg'area’. This resulted ina chi-
square of 10.836 with 10 degrees of freedom. Again the result was

- non-significant,

e N

Religion
As was anticipated the chi-squa‘re' here was large, 104,450

with 16 degrees of frecdom, thus again rendering the relationship

‘ éigniﬁcant at the .001 level.  Clearly, the group which contributed

.

‘most to this high chi-squai'e was the Indian; 84.2% of these nationals

k adhered to the Hindu religion, and all Hindus werc'Ihdians’. ~Jews

i and Mecthodists were found only among the Americahs, and together

‘cons‘tituted 14% of the American group. In general the North

European and American groups bad comparable distributions on this

“wariable.

e s i s e S TR < b

In the présent study, we are interested in looking at wheth’er W

i e

cultural origin is a factor contributing to the degree to which certain

“traits.and attitudes are developed within individuals. Hinduism-is

an intricate part 6f theicultural origin of Indian grg.duate students -

ét the University 6f'Minnesota.” Any random sample of such students
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.

will be overWhelmingly Hindu, In view of this, the sxgm[xcant

chi-square obtained was ag we would have expected. - Table 7 affords

a detatled dcscnphon of the perccntage dlstrlbuhons.

N . ~

Political Affiliation

As in the case of rehgxon it was expected that there would be

a mgmﬁcant difference among the national groups on pohhca..l

allegxance. This vanable, along with rehgwn and nanonahty, were

Seen as iormmg part of a cultural complex, and this complex has

?  a powerful impact on the formulanon of traits and attxtudes in the

individua],

LN

B g‘rown’accustomed. For instance, it was expected that the Northern

' Europcan samph_ would contain a disproportionate number of

]  1 soc1ahsts, gwen the obvmus fact that Enghsh politics exhibits

(‘much more socmhsm than does that of the Umted States

Followmg this reasomng it was anhmpated that a ch1 oquare

‘Should be 51gn1£1cant on this factor if our samples were truly

- l'epresentatwe. 'I'hts was fozmd to be the case. 'The chi-square

i Vwa.s 25 818 W1th 10 degrees of Irez.dom, and was sxgmﬁcant at the

+005 level, Table 8 dctaﬂs the Ppercentage breakdown.




Table 7

‘Percentage Distribution of Religious Affiliation

"¢ L M P A OP I H O

- Indian 5,3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 84,2  10.5

. Northern : S ) :
. European = 25,0 25.0 0.0 3.6 17.9 7.1 0.0 0.0 2l.4

CAmerican 31,67 19.3 3.5 7.0 L& 12,3 10,5 0,0 14,0

*RC - Rbman C#tholic; L - Luthera‘.n;"M -‘M‘ethodist; P - Presbyterian;
"~ A~ Anglican; OP - Other Protestants; J - Jewish; H ~ Hindu; O - Other.

Lt
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s Table 8
7 - Percentage Distribution of Political Affiliation
: Liberal Conservative ~ Liberal Conservative
Socialist Democrat = Democrat Republican ~ Republican
. Indian 6.3 87.4 6.0 6.3 0.0
nie , L o R ’ - Northern o '
‘ ; s ' ;. European 25.0. 46,5 3.6 14.2 ‘10,7
American 3.5  43.9 14,0 19.3 ° - 19.3

o

umma ry

*

The three national groups had been controlled in the sampliny

AT IO, D S e s £

R ‘ o : , : C % for sé:;, ‘graduate ma.jc;r, and - in the cas¢ of the foreign students -
‘for time in the United States, In this chapter the samples were

- analyzed for homogencity on age, social class, ordinal position in

? family, and living area growing up, Furtﬁer, dcsp‘itg a significant
\ ~chi-$quare calculated on the particular age intervals employed, it
Has heen shown»thét the respondents may be c~o'nsidered a$ broadlyk
fhomogeneous with regard to generational grouping, : Lo

In addition, the samples were tested for heterogcnmty on

religion and political 'affiliation. As anticipated, the groixps were

' heterogeneous on both variables, It has been argued that these

: variables are fundamentally unphcated in the def\muon of cultural

“rorigin, ¢ To this exient, hcterogcnex;y in these areas is not only

i

3
o,
ki
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to be expected, but is in fact essential if we are to have representative
samples from the different cultures.,

It would Scém ree;.sonablc to assume then that the samples
are'sufﬁciemly similar to he cdmparable on the Qaria’blc:_s that
c¢oncern us. - On the basis of this assumption let us no‘w turn tc a
comparison of the three groups on competition, a_ggrcssior{, per-

ception of competition in America, and pcrception of aggression -

»

in America.




i Iormei group the r was ,711, while for the Indians it was .728.

b

“'of comnpetition in American society wouldvb.c related to his perception

£ RN o

CHAPTER VI

¢

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

o
>

Observers of America have éuggestcd that there is a’‘relation~
ship bchveén the high level of -comPeiition, and the prevalence of
aggression and violence in America. In view of this, and in view
of the sharp increase in overt coniflict in recent years, it scemed
app_rc;:riaic to test for such a relationship, as between Americans
and a selected sample of non-Americans. To this end, the Pcafsohian
product mement correlation coefficient between ‘compctiﬁonva,.ngl
aggréssién was computéd for the sample groups (of American,

Indiakn, ‘and North European) both combined and separa.tcly‘.

For the overall sam}éle {N=106}, an ¥ of, 508 was obtained,

,  This was significant at the .0} level. In short, the relationship

was validated, In the American group {N=57) the coeffic¢ient of

correlation amounted to . 259, This was significant at the .05 level,

- . v ) ‘
For hoth ti'e North Europeans and the Indians the correlations ob-

tainied were highly significant, being 2t the .01 level, In the

»

On the basis of these simple bivariate correlations it appears

{ thata relationship does indeed exist between the two variables under

discussion,

Furthermore, it was reasoned that an individual's perception
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| of aggression. This again was borne out very strongly in the

_ correlations, T}Sns in the overall sample the r’ obmincd betw’ccnv. E
the twﬁ. "perceptions ! was’ .723, For ihe Arﬁcric‘an group the
cdx"res‘pondingk;cor;tv,'cl,ation was . 546, while the Nbrtb'Eu,ro;;c'ans

; and thbci Indians were ,783 and , 856 respectively. Allof ;hese‘

values were highly significant, being above the .01 level,

The high corrclations between these variables raises the

question of lack of independence between the indicators on the different
~factors, Inother words, were the items designed to measure per-

ception of ccmpctiﬁon actually measuring the same factor as the items

set up to measure perception ’of aggreé'sion. 1t ‘.v’ua.s posgsible that both |
indices were tapping 2 common underlying dimension, or again,

whilcrt,\_‘vo separate dimensions may actuz;lly exiet, perhaps the séts

of ité;ﬁs were nov,tvs;z:f:'.‘ficiently refined to inake the distincti,on‘. To.

the extent that therg was quite high c‘o'rreiation of some of the )'tems

- of one index with those of the other, (see Appendix B) this latter

~poB'sibiiity cannot be dis,carded. Factor analysis may have been »
© employed to help provide answers to thesc questions, Howe\‘rer,

(‘g‘iven the focuéq of the piesent study, it was flec{ded not to pursue

this 'qnestion ofﬁayimens‘:‘ional'ity at ‘this tir‘n‘é. "Raihcxr,‘ the dééision

was rade to continue to make the distinction hetween the two per-

ST

ception variables,

¥
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‘To test the six hypotheses outlined in Chaptdr IV, the

Student's t test for difference between means of groups was employed,

In order to justify the use of this statistic in problems invol?ing

. differences between means, two assumptions need to be mades In

the first place the popula.ﬁdns sampled should be normal, and
aecondly, their variances should be homogene;cu& ‘The n‘ormality
assumption seems to be the less important of the two. Commcntihg
on this requirement for the use of the t test, Hays supggests,

By and large, however, this assumption may be

violated with impunity provided that sample size

is not extremely small.

QOur smallest samplc size wasg the Indian, This grotxp cori-:
sisted of twenty respondents. In terms of the t test, a sample size
of twenty would not be considered as "cxtrerqcly small", Further
we have employed two-tailed t tests, These are even less demanding
in their normality requirement than the l-way t. |

The assumption of homogeneity is considered as more
important.  In this connecuon, Hays makes the pomt that:

For samples of equal size rclatwely bxg differences

in the p0pu1atwn variances scem to have relatively

small consc¢quences for the conclusions derived from

a t'test, On the other hand, when the variances are

quite unequal the use of different sample sizes can
have serious effects on the conglusions.z

1
Wﬂham L. Hays, Staushcs for Psychologxsts. Ncw York'

“Holt, Rmc.hart and Winston, 1966 p. 322.
2 , ,
Ibtd
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In view of the fact that we have uncqual sample sizes, it was

decided to compute an F score prior to testing a pair of groups for

significant diffcrence in mean scores,  TFhe F statistic essentially

- tests the null hypothesis that the ratic between the sample variances

is equal to 1, If the F is found to be non-significant then we cannot
rgjec; the null hypothesis, and can recasonably assume that homo-
geneity of variance exists,

H;ypothes‘is 1 Americans are more highly competitive than‘axfe the

nationals of either India or Northern Europe.
This hypothesis, as stated, implieé the existence of two

sgb-hypothcses. Thus we axe suégcsting that Ar;ne'rica‘.ns are more
higilly competitive than are (a} Indian ai;d (b);Northcv-‘x;n }';uropéanﬁy

It was decided to run three t tests relaﬁng to this hypothesis, The

“first test comparsd the American sample with the entire non-

American sample, . The second pitted Americans against Indians,

and the third involved Americans and north Europeans, Tab‘ie 9

€

Presenté details of the contrasts, including the result of the F test
for each group.  All three 6: these F scores were non-significant
{at p < .05) thus allowing us to assume homogeneity of variance.

For the first of the three comparisons a negative t resulted.

- This was in the opposite direction to that implied by hypothesis 1,

’:.;. A thus suggesting that the Americans were 'lcss; competitive than

their non-American couaterparts. It should be noted however, that

"
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“the t score obtained was not‘signiﬁcantﬂ atp < .10, On the basis-of

these samples then, we cannot reject the puli hypothcsis that the
means of thé two groups are the same, )

On investigating the comparison Bctwccn Americans and
Indians Wc‘again {find a ncga’tivc t. In this case, however, the result

{8 highly significant being at the .005 level, In other words, the

Indian graduate studénts wercssigniﬁca’ntly moreé¢ competitive than

' the corresponding group of Americans, This leads us to some

speculation concerning the samples. From the outsct it was believed
possibleé that an inherent bias existed in the sample of foreign students:

This bias revolved around the reasoning that students who were

. prepared to cross oceans for the specific purpose of bettering their

’ life-chanccs, would 'probaf:ly be among the most cémpctitivc in

their own societies., With respect to the Indians, the finding here

Table 9 ‘
Mean of American Group Compared With Mean of Other Groups on.
Competition '
Non- , North
Americans Indians Europecans
F test 1,380 ' 1.251 © X015
ttest L el414 o -3.386” - .651

¥ . : ;
Significant at p < 005 with 74 degrees of freedom,
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: ' ‘ R R S I - " was most interesting as well as serendipitous, 1India is scenas a
highly individualistic society, but compelition is held in check to!
s © a great extent by the caste system operating there. When they-

arrive in America; the arena where men meet to compete broadens

considerably. At least by lais,- all men are members of the one

g caste in Amer‘ic'a‘. To be a Brahman in India is to have a head
o ‘ E S e . start on the large majority of the population, But in termsjoi
soa‘:.ial préétige, to be a Brahman in America counts for nothing.
To érogress in thé American environment Indian individualism

éé* becomes Eighly functional. In add;it%o’n, maﬁy of the Indian students
. - are hereon Fullb‘righ"t scholarships. To win S\;cfx anaward the
successful applicant would have had to eipefge victorious iro4m"a
sifting process involving ‘t'houys'ands of .cbmpetitors from his aread.

The inference is that those who survive have done 50 in higkly

et vie

compentwe sﬁuanons. They.ar’é hmong the &'ery top compctitors‘ ,
in theu‘ home country, It is these that we are comparmg with what
- might be ansidered asa gnuch mote typi‘caﬂl.grqup from American
socie.tY- S T | b
A simila.r. though ‘perhaps somewh'at w‘éake_r, case can be : - Q

g made for the North Eurépeans. England and West Germany do not

have a system of castes. At the same time thcy apparenﬂy have i ;

" more vigid ¢lass lines thzm thoss existing in the United Sta‘tcs, These

bounddnes difiniethe populations within whu.‘x ccmpetﬂton may occur, o
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uf\ .
4 _A-a with the Indians it would scem highly probable that those
who survive the demanding preliminaries are among the most ardent

competitors in their socie ties. Given that the United States provides

much more room for status by-achicvement as against status by

‘ascription, the competitive instincts of these highly competitive

individuals are again very functional in this country.

Even so, a random sample o‘f~ American graduatle students
g . - ) .
at Minnz=sota are aﬂg,hig‘ffi*;"compctitivc as those students who are

-

probably dfawn from the most highly competitive groups in their

. ‘an countries. The infe:eﬁce },v'ould seem to be that a high level

of competition is more the norm in America than it is in northern

Europe.  Of course, this is speculation, and we are not justified

 in making the claim that this is the true state of affairs. Only a

replication, with data actually gathered in the home countries of

the stodents would allow us to argue with some confidence on this

- point,

- Hypothesis 2 Americans are more prone to aggression than are the

nationals of either India or northern Europe.

Once again, it was decided to compute three t scores in

connection with this hypothesis, Table 10 c;omgins those results,

~..None of the F scores was s’i"gnificant at the .05,1eve;,

The overall t test resulted ina positive score - the direction

3

implied by the hypothesis - but this score was non-significant, Howcver,
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~#Significant at p <.05 with 74 degrees of freedom

B Hypothesis 3 ‘Non-Americans perceive Americai.s as highly competitive,

" on this variable was bétween 4 and 5. Of coursc in the Likert type

"8cale, @ moean 6core i moaningful only when compared with other

. TR V4|
when the Indians alone were contrasted with the Americans a
significant result in the predicted dircction was obtained. For the
northern Europeans there was a non-significant test result, India

the country that nurturcd Ghandi, the father of non-violent protest,

‘bas something of a tradition of non-aggression,

For the north Europcians there was no significant difference
between their mean score and that of the American group,
In surn, hypothesis 2 was upheld in the case of the Indian

students, butnot for the north~Europeans,

Table 10 . >

i

' Mean of American Group Compared With Mean of Other Groups on
o o Aggression o
None . Indians’ North
Americans . Europeans
Ftest 176 © 201 1,232
1 fest .660 %2280  -.623

v

From the format of the hypothesis, it was hofhpprbpﬁa’té to

s H
4

apply any tests of sigr_liﬁcance. The mean for the non-American group
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- means on the same variable, In other wozrds, the point score 'per se!
‘s mcaningleﬁ‘;' However, to the extent that we arc aware of the

fact that in our system a score of 4 is anaklcf:vgo‘us to an 'Agree!

check on an item, and a scpic‘bf 5 is analogous to a 'Strongly Agree‘,k

we are able to obtain an indication of the direction of the group's

returned scores. in this' range on this variable.
Hence, while no test of 51gn1f1cance is apphcable, there is

' evuience that thls hypothesxs is supported,

Hypothesw 4 Non-Amencans percewe Amerxcans as more highly
compet\twe than Arnericans perceive themselvcs.

Here again three t tests were employed to examine the
hypothesxs. One o£ the three F tests used to measure homogenetty
of variance in this instance was significant at the .ng; level.  This
was in the cpmparigon between ﬁhc Indians ‘an'd tt:E;IAmericans. In

_ view of this, wé need to be hesitant about having confidence in the ‘

1 . results of the t obtained. Table 11 presents details. of the tests on

B o B

. this variable, v

‘Table 11

Mean of American Group Compared With Mean of Other Groups on
Perception of Competxtmn in-America

; ‘ Non- R k Nox':th_

S -American I Inchzm -~ Egyropean. -

© Ftest L35 w2231 LT
ttest . #4.2.809 S el 991 #-2.440

¥ignificant atp <.05; ¥Gignificani at p<.01

sentiments, Both the Indians and the northern Eur'opeans consistently -
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In spite of the caution requir'cd as a result of the significant
F mentioned above, the evidence clearly indicatles that the hypothesis
is upheld. Non-Amecricans tend to see more competition in American

society than do Americans themselves.

Hypothesis 5 Non-Americans perceive Americans as highly aggfe.ssive.

Like hypothesis 3, this hypothesis was not set up to be sub-
jected to a statistical test of significance., For the entire non~
American group the mean score on perception of aggression in
American society was between 3 and 4, This was aiso true for the
separate Indian and north European samples. Under our coding system
a score of '3' is cquivalent to ‘Disagree’ and a score of '4! indicates

tAgree's According to this rough measure, there would not seem
B ng 14

- to be sufficient evidence to claira that the hypothesis had been borne

out.

At the same time we should consider the possibility that the
illdi;:@térﬁ used to measure this variable may have been weighted
somewhat harshly in a negative sense with respect to-American
society., If this were so then even those respondents who tended
to perceive Americans as highly agpgressive might be inclincd to .
pléce checks towards the middle, rather than at the extremes,

of the scale. Itis only when we compare these scores with thosc

. obtained by another group on the same items that we can interpret

_thern in a‘meaningful way, This brings us to the last hypothesis.,
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Hypothesis 6 Non-Americans perceive Americans as more aggressive
than Americans perceive themsclves.,

All three F scores were non-significant on this variable.
Table 12 gives details of the three t tests,

All three t scores were in the hypothesized direction, and
two of the three were significant at the . 05 level. ‘ W’rﬁ.le the Indian
sample did not exhibit a significant differe. ze at conventional
significance levels, it would scem that thcxe is substantial evidence

| ‘| to support the hypothesis as stated.,

: ' Table 12

Mean of American Group Compared With Mcan of Other Grouys on
Perception of Agpgression in America

Non- North
Americans Indians Europeans
F test . 1,391 . , 1,015 1,386
,, t test %-2,300 -1.221 *-2,275

*Significant at p< .05

¥

Summary of Findings

This study set out to examine some aspects of competition

and aggression in.a restricted portion of ﬂ‘xe American population,
Six hypotheses relatiné to these variables were tested, and three
w’ere bornc out quite strongly. T’ﬁés-c;hree were hypothesés 3, 4: :

| and 6. '‘All threc were concerned withkth‘é’two 'percgption’ variables,
From these data there was .nbv evidence "gn:‘ver‘ify the suggesiion'

that American graduate students at Minncsota were moxe competitive
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than their Indian or No‘r’l.h Europcan counterparts. 1t is, however,
posaible that the mechanisms which select individuals for forcign
.s,tudy favor the hi;gh, competitors, ' - .
The results,per_ta,ining to aggression wﬂ’ex"e varied. The Indian
students were significantly less aggrcssivé t'han either the Americans
of the north~Europeans, - At the same time, there was no significant
diffebrence on ;i;is variable between the latfer two groups, Our
basic thesis impliéd that cultural background is an influential

factor in shaping ap individual's personality traits. The results

cobtained for India would seem to‘jibe with this reasoning. Traditionally

| non-violent India producing non-aggressive individuals. Thelarge

majority of the horth-European respondents spent the formative years.

.

of their childhood in the aftermath of a shocking war that had ravaged

- their bomclands. Violence had bégn an inherent part of their daily -

: eyxisteynce. It is feasible then, that pcople who had been nurtured in
such an atmosphere, would exhibit aggressive tendencics.

;.Fl.ylrth‘ermore, England and West Germany are."highly indu’strialized ‘ i B

relative to neighboring countrics. To this extent they resemble the

Ameri’ca;x model quite closely. Consequently, itis got surprising
that the two ,sakn'lpl‘es,wer‘e not significantly different on either com=
petition or aggression.

The variables, compe'tition and ‘ag‘g’rc‘zssion, ‘webrye mcas‘u'red
»Wi@ _i{ldcpcgd_vgggjga,l_‘gs. The {o‘rmer;was -asﬁemblcd' in sukch'ak way

as tq‘,g'au'gc» attitude towards the cffectiveness of competition. The

R L
W

xiﬁ




economic and pexrsonal competition, ... .. . .

that outside observers perceive Americans as: significantly more

132

. aggression scale was basically a béhavioﬁvst model dcsigncd to. tap

individual ag’grgssivencss. Perhaps it might have been more appro-

priate, given our thesis, to have £orniulé.téd a scale designed in such

a way ap to measure aggressivencss in competitive sithations., The
‘easxly chapterskpresegtc‘d abundant docu:r;e_ntationof the belief that

Americans are especially aggressive in situations involving

. i TN ~
x .

seems to be little doubt that non-Americans perceive

There B
Americans as highly competitive. While from our data, there is

some question about whether 01ztsid§:rs perceive Americais as

-highly va'ggr,es'sive, there is stron/ evidence to support the claim

'proné to‘ fesc;rt to aggression than Amgricans perceive themselves.
As wis irgdicated eaﬂicr, such perceptions wouid seem to be
worthy of consideration by the citizens of this country, People
react to others on tlj’ev basis of how they perceive those others. In '
the pasf it has seemed that America has sought to win allics abroad

by boosting the economy of less fortunate countries. Unfoi-;unately,

" such gestures have often becen ncutralized by the bitterness created

among the local inhaBitapts by fﬁndaméynz.al’ changes wrought in their o s

i i

v?ay of life, Endeavoring to force democracy, and such values as
‘time is money', on too many peopic’ too quickly has very often led
to hostility rather than friendship, and to disparagement rather - e

than gratitude,

B
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It is irom this pcrspééﬁve that many ‘obsexjvers view America.
A people that ha.ve recently ﬁssaaoihatcd three of their most bclovg’d
leaders; as the 'policeman® c'xf the western ;vorld; as the onlx nation -
that hasV ever dropped a nuclear bomb; us a éouhtry that has one of
thg: highest rates of‘viblcnt crimé in the world; the creator of the ‘
tradition of violénce in 'movies and television, Thisk forms a major

part of the American image abroad., Our sample was drawn from

the most enlightened section of their respective countries - all

" ‘Awere university graduates, Yet even thesc perceived competition

and violehce as being very prevalent in American saciety.
: : - ol
Ironically, thz situation seems to be that thesc foreign
students who see Americans as crass competitors and prone to

resort to aggression to achieve their ends, -are themselves much

like the ‘typ:val' American they ténd to disparage. The Indians are

,apparently gven more campetttwc than theu' Amencan counterparts,

though seemmgly less aggressive, - ‘The North Europeans are not
ks‘igni‘f:‘icantly different from Americans cither as competitors or as
perpetrators of aggression..

"Ah, Mephistopheles! 3

3 Ce e ,.;.".

; Chnstopher Marlowe, "Tragical History of the Life and D’cath,
‘of Doctor Faustus', Norton Anthology of English Literature, edited

7. by M,H, Abrams (Ncw York: W.W, Norton and: Comp‘my, Inc., 1962),

p.628.‘ N ‘ o 5

g
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- SOGIAL RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE

PDeax Student:

The attached questionnaire is designed to gather data about
various aspects of society. This data can contribute ‘to our under-
standing of some important questions, We hope, therefore, that

" youwill fill out the questionnaire with care.

All of the questions are answered simply by circlinga number
or somie letters of the alphabet, Please be sure to answer every

question, : “

You will note that there ig no space for writing your name
on the questionnaire - nor is there any code numbet listed. In other
words, the replies are completely anonymous, ' :

The success of the study depends on your completing the
questionnaire to the bust of your ability. We appreciate your help,
and sincerely thank you for its o :




. 1,

2.

2.

- T
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. ‘1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION
) {Circle onc nuinhber)

i
%

Nationality: - - o . , =
1. American - : ' ST T
2.. fhinese :

3. English

4. German :

5, Indian (from Incha)

6. Japanesc

7. Russian

8'

Scandinavian-

My presént age is:

1,
zl
3.
4.
5,
6'

Twenty or under
QOver twenty but under twenty-five
Twenty-fwe or over, but under thu'ty

“Thirty or over, but under thirty-five

Thirty-five or over, but under forty
Forty or over . v ‘ .

What is your rchgaous preference?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Roman Catholic
Luthéran
Methodist
Presbyterian
Anglican

Otlier Protesta.nt

, Wh;ch denomination?

7.
8'

'90

Jewish "’
Hmdu

. Other. Please spec1fy.

Whmh of the followmg arcas is closest to descrlbmg your
present major? . : L

1,

30’

4,
.-

Administration

- Agriculture

Engmccrmg

‘History or’ phllosophy
-Languages. and litérature
Physical'Sciences (e.g. Chemistry, physms, geology)

Social Sciences (e.g. Anthropology, pSyf'h(:]u[,y, economics,
socwlogy, pohhcal smence) L
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8. . If you were asked to usc onc of these five names to describe
+your social class, which one wou.ld you choosc?
1. The lower class .
2, The working class
" 3. The lower middle class
4. - The upperimiddle class
5. The upper;cla.ss

-

6. - Which ofthe following comes closest to your own political
preference? T
1, Socialist .
2. Liberal Democrat
3. - Conservative Democrat
4, ILiberal Republican
5. Conservative Republican

7, ~ How many brothers do.you have?

8. How many sisters do you have?

9. Arec you:
1. Only child
2.  Youngest child
3, ~Middle child
4, Oldest child

10. ‘What kind of place did you live in, for the most part, during
your childhood ard adolescence?
1s  Farm (father was a farmer)
.2, Fringe - the open country but father was employed in
non-farm work
i 3. Suburb or small town near a c1ty where father worked

4,  Within the city limits of a city, town or village

11, How large was the town or city you lived in most of the time.

when you were growing up?

{if you lived on a farm answer for the size of the place where -
you. did most of your family shopping. - If you livedn a suburb
give the size of the city in which your father worked.)

1. Village or small town - up to 2, 499 :

2, 2,500 to 24,999 population .

3. 25,000 to 49, 999 ' -

4. . 50,000 to 99,999

5, 100, 000 to 499, 999
6. 500, 000 and over




12. How long have you been in the United Siates?

<
Sl e o is  All my life
o ' © @e. Notall my life, but over fiftcen years
: 3. Over ten years, but under fifteen
4. Over five ycars, but under ten
e . B, Over three years, but under five
R " 6, Over two years, but under three
T7... Over onc year, but under two
8.  Less thanonc ycar n ‘

II. ATTITUDES AND OPINIONS

For each of the following statements circle the appropriate
initials a¢cording to-whether you Very Strongly Agree (VSA),
Strongly Agree (SA), Agrce (A), Disagree (D), Strong,ly ‘Disagree (SD),
Very Strongiy Disagrec (VSD),

ﬁ 13. ‘Americans are the most frightening.pcoplyey, on the eart;n today.
| vsA sA A D sp  vsD
14, If makes my blood boil to have ‘someone make fuh of me.

vsA SA A D SD  VSD

15, Itis acceptable for a person to resort to physmal violence if
he has to, to defend his own’ rights,

B

vsA sa A D sD VSD - | =
16, I would not let earning a living greatly warp my life. -
VSA  SA A D SD - VSD

£ sn ; : 17. The ideal of b1ggcr, faster, and more is very prevalent m
el LT B R R T CH IR PR \ R Amerxcan society.

vea  sa’ D SD  VSD : ‘

18; It is ‘very difficult to think of a yood ‘r_cas‘on'fork evcrﬁhi'tting anyone, .

VsA  sA . A D 8D vSD

ey

- S D e U e
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19, Competiuon is the means through which most 1mpx ovement m
socicty is accomplished,

VSA ' SA A D SD  VsD

. 20, Pa,r‘tici_pation in invtcnsivc comk};"etition develops leadership.,
vsA SA A D SD  VSD.

Zi. It is ‘illogical to clairz"l'[that the whole of’Amcrican suciety must

accept much of the responsibility for the recent wave of
assassinations of top l\ohucal and civil rights figurces in this

country, ‘ \’-‘1.
ysa  sa A D sp . VsSD

22.. if somebody annoyé me,i am ap‘tv to tell him what I think of him,
VSA . SA A D sb VsD

23, The American is no more prone to resort to aggressive behavior
to obtain his individual rights than are most other nationalities,

o o  ¥YsA . sA A D sb VSD .

| 24, When I really lose my temper, I am capable of slépping somecone,

e

. VSA 'SA A D SD . . VSD

1. 25, Intensive competition in team games while at school helps to frain
most individuals to face the problems of life, '
VSA  .SA A D SO . VSD

| 26. It is difficult not to be a little rude to people that one does not like.

VSA SA - A D  SD VSD

1 27. I work very hard at cv«:rythmg I undertake until I am sausﬁed
with the rcsults. :

Gins

YsA . SA A D SD . VSD




28,

29,

30,

31
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ka'.\rely scliish motives are behind many of the ﬁnanéiill grants-
given to other countrics by the United States, '
VEA SA A D  SD VSD

Americans are probably the most highly competit"'we péoplc in
the world taday.
VSA . SA A D SD VSD

o SR : ‘
Americanism is mothing but a childish desire to 'beat the world'.

VSA SA A D SD VSD

1f someone doesn't treat me right, I don't let it annoy me.’

L

VsA . SsA A D  SD VSD

.32,

33,

The American is;willing to sacrifice anything to profit.

VSA°  SA A D SD  VSD

In America the traditionkof_self-};,e‘lp with violence appears to be
well established. :

VSA SA A D SD - VSD

34,

35,

I 36,

Being pitted against another as in a political or athletic race is .
¢njoyable. ‘ ‘ :

VsA  SA A._ D SD  VsD

I never get mad enbugb to throw thingé. .

'YSA ° SA A D SD“ vsD

I generally cover up my poor opinion of others,

; VSASA A ‘D 8D v': . VSD

37,

Other things assumed equal, it would be prefcrable to work for
a definite salary than for a commission on work done. /;:’”-‘ :

VsA SA A D . sD  VsD

S




- B V'L

38. If somebody hits- me first, I lct,}‘xim have it.
vsa SA A D SD  VSD

39. An article for sale is worth what people will pay for it.
VSA . sA A D SO VSD

40, Itis part of the "American Way'" to go-out and do better than the
other fcllow cven if you have to do he and his family injury in
~the process., ' '

VSA  SA A D sD  VsD

Again, thank you for your help in filling out this questionnaire,
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APPENDIX B

INTER-ITEM CORRELATIONS 'FOR DEPENDENT
: VARIABLES



Inter-Item Cor,re_la;tiqns for Aggression Items Agazinst the Four Scale Totals ‘
,Que%st.i’pnna‘.irg , . - " Perception " Perception
Nu;‘ribers Competition  Aggression. of Competition of Apgression
14 022 < 3460 -.079 . 163 ~
15 S G214 o564k .093 . 100
8 124 ' « 55050 -. 020 ~. 060
22 S en090 <180 -.158 - 117
24 S L1058 C . 538wy -, 104 048
26 e .064 LT 25T -.073 -~ 007~
31 . 043 496305 .084 .163
35 - L1580 L4680 ~.015 . 083
36 -, 087 «242% .00z 013
38 - « 269%u o 6053 063 -.031
- -#%Significant at p< .05
Significant at p< .01 s
. I\
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Inter -Ite%n Correlations for Competition Items Against the Four Scale Totalfa.’

Questionnaire L ‘ . ‘Perceptions Perceptions
“‘Number Competition Agpression of Competition of Aggression
16 .114 -, 032 ~. 059 .019

19 44830k -. 046 -.48 - 270%%
- 20 o 46 1% -, 056 ~.005 - =090
25 o] 20 . 163 .089 -.040°
27 . 209% . 043 066 -.068
34 « 37 150 <183 121 .060
37 ¢ 307 3% -,038 . 036 .001
39 « 3402 .089 -. 125 ~.246%

“*Significant'at p< .05
- *iSignificant'at p< 401

. 0ST
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InterItem Correlations for Percepticn of Gompeﬁtion Itema Against the Four Scale Totals,

Q‘ézesﬁonnaira ‘ » : v Percepﬁbh " Perception®
Number - Competition Agpression of Compeﬁﬁon of Aggression
17 , .023 005 ,408%5% 38
8 a2 -.062 . 52770k . 4057
29 140 -.048 e aL7 7 .103
30 T - 198% - 112 .531;«* . 483 %k
S 32 wo13 w193 Lsazw 438

- ‘*Signiiicant at'p £.05
wiSignificant at p« ,01
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Inter-Item Correlations for Perception of Aggression Items Against the Four Scale Totals.

Questionnaire . , ; Perception Perception’
Numbers Competition Aggression -of Competition of Aggression
'13_ o , cagr =095 . L2715k 5334
21 =055 ‘ . -.088 L2574 <5935k
23 ; e S .024 ' . 306 .527%%
33 s -.017 ‘ .041 . 4197k L 670%

40 . -’.097', , . =096 »378%% o« 6363k

. #Significant £t p. <. 05
*iSignificant at p <.01
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