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' ~by the Connectlcut C1t1zens for J udlclal Modernlzatmn and the Connectlcut Bar :

, the pos51b111t1es for conductmg the needed management study “s a \tud y of the

‘ As soc1at1on publlshed a study'followmg meetlngs Wlth 3udge s, lawyers and
- busmess people and rewew of Judlclal systems in other states. Its study

“covered a selected group of proposals Wh1ch mlght lead to 1mprovement of the £

: recommended a number of changes to 1mprove the 11ke].1h00d of more equal and ;

more eff1c1ent Justlce for all the cxtlzens of the state. Among the recommenda-' e

sugge sted that the five trlal courts of the state mlght be comblned 1nto a smgle ‘:;.,
"‘trlal court-, however,» -me 'J omt 'Comm'lttee re‘cor‘nmended, ’th'at a 'deta'lled man’a-ge—
f’v_ment study of the tr 1al court system be undertaken to explore feasmlllty, of the =

1var10us Optlons for restructurmg of the tr1a1 c.ourts, rev1smn of geographm s

'ohan’ges Wer"e made. - . "

INTRODUCTION

In MarCh 1‘972' the J oint ..COmmittee on Judicial 'Moderniiatvion formed'

Connect:,cut. JUdlCla]. system; o
Although recogmzmg that the C‘onnect1cut 3ud1c1a1 system has been qulte

ef?ectlve, free from scandal and a p1oneer in some respects, the .J’omt Commlttee {f

t1ons Were that of a subcommlttee Wh1ch gave consuierable tlme to: an analysn; of

What it cons1dered ". .. an 1neff101ent overlappmg system of tr1al courts fIt s

The Connectleut C1t1zens for Jud1c1al I\/Iodermzatwn began to conmder

L
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: type fre quently employed 1n the busmess WOI id In the meant1me, the Leg:;,slatu"j’a C
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- ,.the J omt Commlttee Report and concluded that a cons1dered study of the ’
;"ti»}problems and optlons Was needed As a result, the General Assembly passed
o an act Wthh created the Commls sion to Study the Reorgamzatlon and: Umflcatlon

| 'if_of the Courts

The Connectlcut Cltlzens for Judlclal Modermzatmn approached the

;ﬁpro;‘ect 80 that the Comrmssmn would. have the benefit of the factual mformatlon
needed in makmg 1ts recommendatlons and presentmg a 1eglslat1ve proposal to
: the Connectlcut Leglslature by March 1, 1974, In August 1973 the C'omm1ss1on

o asked that the C‘CJM conduct the management study and report the results to it

1"f‘v"but also asked that the CCJM seek fundmg elseWhere because of the 111n1ted

"f;.‘viresources of the Comm1ss1on.

The 'C‘CJ M then contacted State induStry and several foundations for

’support since actlon Would have to be taken qulckly in order to prov1de results to |

abtained fr'oﬁr-the Bachem Fund of New Haven to cover out-of-pocket costs

e and industr‘y\' volunteered executives Wlth background in systems 'management and

e computer technology to ass:Lst in the development of the parameters of the study B

s

and 1n the translatlon of data into meamngful analyses. l\/lembers‘of the Bar and

D

= : 6f‘7tﬁé~ 'State of Connectiv'cut're‘cognized the validity Of, thé concerns expres'sed in

;11 Comml 5 slon Wlth q proposal that the management study be undertaken as a joint

SN, ] !s*ufftc “x{zt time for use in its deliberations. A gra.nt of -$1 3, 000

; the Judlclary Volunteered thelr time and efforts., In adchtltm to provlding executive

t A‘pers‘ionnel,_ Aetna 'Llfe and Casualty ‘Company and Co’mbustion Engineering Company.
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types of matters throughout the state.. The flrst study is the sub;]ect of thls

‘of the Util:;zatmn of Cou’rtroom‘ Time In t‘he TriakCo‘u‘r’cs of v’che State of '

Connecticut, !

| _Southern New England Telephone Company was approache\d and felt that the

) magm’;ude and urgency of the task. I generously ag‘reed t_o-have 1ts.tramed
’,interestf, this survey’ excludes the. fac111t1es of th’e Ju‘venlle»Court It also

" do not include couttrooms.

agreed to prc>V1de keypunch and computer serwces re spectlvely. c

The s’cudy Whlch Was d1v1ded into two parts et the flrst an evaluatlon_ :

of the: phys1ca1 plant (courthouse s) of the 3ud101a1 department and the second,

can evaluatlon of the manner in Wthh the courts' tlme is consumed on, varlous Ca b

report and the second is ’che sub;ec’r of the companion report entltled "Survey

\: ; 4

< Ttwas recogm ed that it Would be extremely de sirable to have the - T

evaluation of the physmal characterl’stlc s of the courthouse s made ‘by p’ersons S

who were knowledgeable of real estate andbuildian, Accordi’b’nkgly,» it‘wa's'
Sugge sted fhat one or more of 'the public utﬂities' migh’c' y‘oluuteer 'thei"‘r’- =‘tra:jiue“d» i f

real estate and bu11d1ng engmeermg personnel to as s1st in conductmg ’che study

task could best be coordinated Wl’chm a smgle organlzatlon because of the i «n _

per sonnel v'isit. each courthouse in the Sta’te‘;'
Because of the ‘clme factors and the nature of the area of grea’ce St

'i\ -

excludes the fac1111:1 es employed by the VB.I‘].OUS probate cour’cs and those of the =

Supreme Court and of the Jud1’c1a1 Defpartment where‘ hous‘ed 1‘n .bulvldmg-sijwh‘leh

/.) o "»i,/j'v : : ‘./’.v

e




o :Z; Toobtam "a:'p»icture o‘f‘ the tlnle "that ~the COUrtrooi'ns kwere' aot’ually ’. "
']s-j::km ‘Ause; the f1rst Week 1n Octoberl would be fully covered by the over 500

‘eourtroom observers Who Were to be recrulted for the companlon survey‘

of th"e COurtsf busmess. Chlef Justlce Charles House requested thatthe clerks

e i;{:. 7'& the Vamo\us courts prov1de the survey team w1th the data concermng court—b '

I‘OOmusage during the remainder of j"the month of October. | |
e , .

S In th1s manner, the c00perat1on of 1ndustry, JUdlclaI‘Y and Cltlzenr y

enabled undertakmg a most s1gn;flcant task 1ead1ng to the preparation of this

= valuable asswtance. ,

THE PRESENT JUDICIAL SYSTEM OF
__THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT _

: fﬂ'I‘,he*Constitution of the‘State of Connecticut provjldes a judicial system |
Sy ‘ r‘ o 2 k

el comprlsed of the Supreme Court an~l the tr ial court of orlglnal 3ur1sd1ct1on

f ;Judges and enables the Legislature to create other courts of lesser jurisdicti’on.

! " :Over the VYe:ars, kthe Legislature has createdthe Cir'cuit"Court as a consolidation :

of the former Justlce of ‘the peace and town or munlc1pa1 courts the Common

Pleas Court and the Juvemle Court The Supertor Court is the' CO.urt o,x‘ general

S Jurlsdlctlon ;over both c1V11 and c‘rimmal matters- the Cbmmon Ple'as Court is

pmmarlly a c1v11 court the Clrcult Court handles both c1v11 and crlmmal

btt‘,‘

""f‘_matters. : The Juvenile Court handles dehnquency and certain aspects of child

“_ custody, and A_the Probate Court handles admlmstratlon of decedents' estates,

report The CCJM expre'ss'es its sincere appreciationto all for their e_"xceedingly’

known as the Superlor Court Tt also provides for a Probate Court with electefl

<
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ians for Juvenllee, the adrnlmstratlon of the efstates of 1ncompetents and
: 'juvemles, commltrnents, adoptlons, and certam other matters Appeals from
g the Probate Court and Juvemle Court are taken to the Supellor Court Appeals
fr,o‘m the Clrcult Court now‘ are taken to the ‘Com’mon P-leas Court Appeals
: t-fromt the Co*nmon Pleas and Supertor Courtsare taken to the Supreme Court -
There is ba great deal of overlappmg Jurlsdlctton‘betv&teen the three tr1a1 coufts
in the, ClV‘l]. area, There are both gaps and o’v"erlapning Juxj';edmtmn among .all
five courts in the handlmg of matters affectmg Juvem]es.v : .
" As has been Well stated by Professor Karlen‘;

”Each court has its own fixed Jurlsdmtmn, 1ts ovvn o e

: Judges and its own admlmstratlon and operate.s 1n e
splendld isolation from its. S1ster court.e\ )
There are presently as51gned to the ’Supreme Court 6 Jvustllces. Thece
are presently assigned to me Superior Court 4(3 Judges to the C‘ommon f’leas S
~’ wour’c 16 Judge S; to the C;L‘r'cmt Court' 50 JudgeS.' ~and .to the_ J@enﬂe Cou’rtﬁz . i
- judgee.‘ A11 of these Judges are full tlme, appomted by actlon of the Governor :ii
- and Leglslature and pa1d by flxed salary There are. 145 elected Judges of
: Probate WhO devote vat ymg amounts of tlme to thelr dutles as Probate Judgee
' dependmg upon the 1oad 1n thelr Probate Dlstrlct Thelr’mco'ne is dependent

upon fe( s collected upon the cases before them. . 'i ‘

; \A.‘

) ‘1Kar1en, Jud1c:1a1 Modermzatlon What Other States Have Done, State ‘_ .
"Government and Pubhc Respons1b111ty ( 1964 Tufts As sembly on Government)

”‘m“



Judges of the Superlor,j,Common Pleas and Clrcult Courts rlde
'c1rcu1t, 1. e, they are reass1gned from one court locatlon to another on a

"pemodm bams. Case‘s pendlng befor.e a co.urt are ona rnaster .hst and,are :

G ""_asmgned to spemflc Judges for handlmg only at the time of ’crlal or at the

E ﬁ;f'»f t!me of a mo’clon or other matter requlrmsr J'U.dlClal at’centlon. In r;are

; v:,)ix’x"stanees’oa: ’cyase mayﬁbe:assigned to a specific judge for_-i h,apdling‘ through’é
;otii;,:e{ mgmfmant po_r’cion,of the pi-e.—trial'a'efivity' as well as trial.

N ’('7,

A Our’-fcouft’:i'ooations'and the geographic fboﬁndaries of the jurisdiction

e of each court were 1ong ago determire d on the basis of the horse and buggy --

S ey v
it ;hOW far could the lawyer and h1s chent rlde in their horse and buggy ina

reas.onable length of*’~t1me'to reach the place where the court sits. Many of
e the ‘townis.hsve Ab‘een.y desirous of ’héVing the lo'c_ations of the Circuit Court

_ close at hand.

' THE PRESENT COURTHOUSE FACILITIES

' The: Superior aild Common Pleas Courfs share courthouse facilities -

: ,,throughou’c t‘ae State and saare Jury panels for the transactlon of thelr busmess.

-’f} W - The Clrcm’c Court generally operates in lac111t1es 1eased from the towns in:

‘7\,

i ,‘Whlc'h 1t sits ;altho,g;gh\\lt d‘oes share courthouseswl‘th the‘ S'U.peI‘lOI‘ and Common

 Pleas Courts in twy locations, Danbury and Norwich. The Juvenile Court

* towns tending to provide facilities in muniCipal buildings. Almost all of the

; - 7 ’.‘.6.,
FREn 3
T ,\‘:}‘ .
&

= “_?faCili’c/iesja"r;eb separate from the other courts and may be leased or state owned.

' The Probate Court facilities are provided by the Probate judges with the larger




‘courthouses of the Superlor and C'ommon Pleas Courts are owned by the

- considered disgraceful condition.

Sta’ce and reasonab y Well mamtamed although sometlmes 1nadequate or

anthuated Those Clrcult Court fa(:111t1es Wthh date back to the crea‘clon ; |

of the Court in the e\ q:-ly 1960s tend to be overcrovvded and obsclete and they .

\,.

‘ also ev1dence poor mam’cenance. Facﬂltles secured by the Jud101a1 Depar’c

» ~ment in recen’c years are 1g,enerally of acceptable character.

\\ i :
It. has been frequeni‘y observed that the court fac111’c1es in the urban

centers are overcrowded Whereas court facﬂltiesm the more’; rural areas ar’e' P
comparatively little used. The Circuit Court facilities in many of the urban

centers including New Haven, Hartford and Bridgeport are in what might be =

o

The Superior Court presenﬂy has 39 courtrooms’in 17 lokcat'ion_s‘;‘: the

Court of Common Pleas :presently has 19”courtroorn's kinfié :lo"c:ationsl;i and, -

o

‘the'Circui,t‘Court has‘58‘ 'courtrooms in 29 lo(:a#:ions.’ ot

The present system effectlvely precludes use of the courthouses of e

v

 the Superlor and Common Pleas Courts by the Clrcult and Juvemle Courts el

‘ although d1s‘pensa’cions are given for’lSpeCial ca‘fses. The Jud101a1 Department‘ i

: '>and has begun a program to upgrade ‘chem. The Sta’ce has a bu11d;ng program}f‘»"f‘f':fgf i

,undervvay Wthh vall pr0V1de neW courthouse fac111tles for the Superlor and

,Common Pleas Courts 1n 1974 in Brldgeport, Nevv Haven and Waterbury 'I’he s

| present Superlor Court Bulldlng in New Haven W111 be turned over to ‘che i

-»has‘ recen’cly obtamed full control over the 1oca’c10n of Clrcult Cour’c fac:111t1es;f -




.L.'clrcurt COdrt 'The‘ "'Jndih‘ial"'Departmenti is seeking anthorization 10 bmd'

5_"neW Superlor Court bu11d1ngs 1n Hartford and 1n Nevv London County. :

.,/

THE 1DI—IYSICAL SURVEY OF‘ THE COUPT FACILITIES

| ;L\‘ Foilowmg consu‘ltatlon .W1thtr.a1ned.rea1 eSta‘ce and bmldmg Pérsonnel'
T‘y‘:f & and W:t th Judwlal Department personnel there was prepared a CheCk sheet

‘E«tyo be used in mspectmg each room. of each courthouse utlllzed by the Superlor, |
Comm‘onbpleag and Clrculi Courts. Not only was the snrvey to evaluate the -
‘;‘;‘,“b,jfcourtrooms *bu‘trralso 1t was mtended to evv‘aluatre ail of the rooms -usled by S:‘L1PP°I' t
; rsp‘ersonnel in that partleular court bulldlng In Som’ebinstarklces it was expected '
/ithat the courtrooms would be found adequate, but that the support fac111t1es

i could Prove‘yifj;?dequafe’ 'th’us.‘ makmg the court facn.lity One' which Was'generally
o 1nadequate for service; ‘for the businé as it Lbandled, ; -
: » Among the 1tems to be con‘sldered’ in the phys1ca1 survey were the

: condltlon of the rooms, size or area, audlblhty, lighting, adequacy of furnish-

5 ir 1ngs, .the Apresence of -alrcondltlonlng, _the presence of pubho address systems :

J .;in";cburfrooms ‘and the g_eneral condition of»vthe rooms themselves. The snryeyors

Lt Were 'also' to eraluate'~the"character of the neighborhood 'andthe av-aiklability of
o ; parkmg, not only for the court personne1 but also for Jurors, attorneys and
""}"bhtlgants.; S

In addltlon, 1t Was i ound that a number of the court fac111t1es deviated

oo :j:from the plans on f11e Wlth the State Public Works Department or that those ‘

o f,plans, 'd1d;;not.1dentlfy theusage being made of various rooms_at‘the facility.,




i Accordmgly, it was dec1ded that floor plans showmg the 1ayouts of ’che kcourt }

11:9~

8y

B fa0111t1es vvould also be prov1ded as a part of the survey

In Vlevv of the fact that three u\ew court bulldmgs were nearmg

\

completlon in Brldgeport New Haven a}nd Waterbury the se Were evaluated

as 1f presently in the system. Because of the plans to ‘curn over ’che eXJ.stmg
o Brldgeport Super1or Court fac111ty to the Cl’cy of Brldgepor’c, ’chls bu11d1ng ' L

- was not physmally surveyed
- The on- s1te mspc\,hon reports Wlth re spect to the varmus court

facilities are reproduced heremafter in Appendlx A

SURVEY OF COURTROOM UTILIZATION

Durlng the Week of Ocrober 1 1973‘\ observers recrulted by the CCJM ’
were present in substantlally every cour’croom of the State of C'onnectlcut an R
recorded the perlod of t1me that the courtrooms Were actually iFi- use for ‘che ,,

transactwn of court busmess. Du’rmg the remamde‘r‘of the mon’chvof October‘,'" - V:fj'“‘ g

e

the clerks of the courts at the various courthouSe locatlons completed forms and i
;',forvvarded these forrns to the CCJM ’co mdlca’ce the *tlme that the courtrooms . i :

‘ L If -the‘ courtrorom~ wasmsesswn for my//perlod o}f’:"ﬁtirue‘ duriihé;'!/the
| mormng (10 00 a. m. ’co 1:00 p m usually), 1t Would be recorded as :lnk sesslonA B

- for the mormng regardless of the total tlme perlod 1nv01ved 'I’he same 1s ’crue :7,
» 9 3 PR o :

o Wl’ch respect fo the afternoon session (2 OO to 4: 30 p m. usually)

The Supermr and Common Pleas cour’crooms are not usually used on




5
e}

e 5 _if?"’Mon‘dey of the Week howevef ¢n cemam Mondays the Bureau of 4‘Suppon‘rt of
i ( v‘f'-;the Court of Common Pleas W111 process support cases in Hartford and New .
"”“{V‘HaVen. ~ . .
o For purposes of caloula’uon, the month of chober was determmed
*{5 huve 44 courtroom umts of t time (two per da;y tlmes 22 days) exeludmg ’
k Vf,Oc+ober 8, Whlch was a hohday 'I‘he Supemor and Common Pleas Courts ' ‘. R
ki"were closed on Oc’cober 23 to ailow judges and attorneys to attend the annual
| bymeetlbnhg of tne Connectlcut Bar Assoc1at10n bu’c this day was con31dered for
: : Dercen’sage usage smce ruost months contam a hol;day or a con;‘»»i ence day.
The Supermr and Cf‘ommon }?’.ieas courtrooms fsvere considered to be avallable
| for use on Mondays even though tx;adj.tiouelly net used. | %
: e In AppeﬁéﬁfﬁB there is a tabula‘ciou of 'the utilizetion’ of each of the V
.f “‘Eouftrooin‘s o‘vf the Superior,‘ ‘Common Pleas aud Circuit »Courts fokr the mouth |
‘;J‘Of.eO’ctob‘eyr 1973. :\The designation F indicates that fhe courtroom was used both |
i iil*itheli"ix;‘of;ii‘ng‘-andja.fterhooﬁ periods; the designation Pindicates that it was
s .'_'To,nly used durmg onelot‘ the mor,riikug or afternoou periods; the de signa"rcion_N’
J,:_‘i’udileetes that it Lwas‘ not used at ak11 on that dayj the designetion }_Ifindicates a‘.k ;
h 1 hohday The desi‘gnation’ J indicates that the cotirtroom was used for jury‘ '
) o actwlty, ‘,tk‘iu_s the ide:_signa’ci\or‘is JEF and JP re vsp’ectiv,.ely iudicate that the court- - . §
roomwas used for :the en’c’ire .day, : o'r onIy half the day, vfor 'oriminal jury or : f’ «
ﬁ S c:xvﬂjury 'in:a{’{er"s,: k. ‘k | | {
: ~_Fo£-f’pui"];->oses‘ of ‘couutyx—wjide defefminétions of percentage courtrookm
- -10-
e :
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;
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usage, hearing rooms and some small claims courtrooms were not tabulated * = !
‘in determining the averages. Those omitted are indicated by an asterisk

prior to the deksig‘nation,of the courtroom.
that thls does not reflect the fu11 act1v1ty of- the courts. The Judges frequently' i
with 11t1gants and attempt {0 effect setﬂemen’c or o’cher dlsposfuon Wlthout actual

,those cases which are spec1f1cally assugned o themm In some m tances m

~and from *he survey of tlme of courtroom usage durmg the month o"‘ Octobe; e

8

In revmwmg thls data on courtroom usage, 1t must be understood

conduct a great deal of the court busmess in ’che1r chambers Wherem ’chey meet

SN

trlal or attempt to reduce 1ssues.{ In additiOn some judges‘ spem a considerable‘ £

h

amount of tlme in admmlstra’uve matters affechng their courts, and oplmon B

ertmg also requlres time on ’che part of Judges, partlcula 1y m*the Supemor ao

In addition to the regular judges of the ‘Cour'ts,‘ thisre ?a'r'vereferee‘.s or S

retired Judges who sit in any avaﬂable facﬂl’cy mr iudmg empty couri:rooms, : o

empty jury rooms, hearing rooms and the 11ke for the purposes of hearmg T xS

e Sy

~October 197 3 more Judges Were asmgned to a courthouse 1ocat10n than there

were av,allabler courtrooms so that‘ p’r'oceedmgs were ’conducted‘ in “Jury' rooms S :
and Judges chambers as Well as small confe«“ence rooms. L

ANALYSIS OF THE AVAILABILITY OF USEABLE M
COURTROOM FACILITIES .~ N

| The key 1nformat10n obtamed from the physmal survey of the famlltles ST

-

‘1973 has been extracted and consohdated mto the followlng tabular presentatmn' e

:.7 AL : g ‘,»s;/,_ :
- B “ S RSN R
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CourtROOm i Tjitle ’Juryf’ S1ze ‘

) pLITCHFIELD COUNTY
: Superlcr Court Bldg S,’cate, SR
B "Sup. Court © 7 Yes
5 (‘omm. Pleas o 'Yes

"""‘Torrmgton S '
oo 18th Cll", Town Hall ’ Lease‘_d

: "‘,T‘Wmsted e R
18th C1r, Town Hall “ Leasea '
: . Room #1 S Yes

New 'Vhlford , e
3rd Clr, Town Hall Leased:
T Room #1 . XYes

. NEW. LONDON COUNTY
New London = - ‘
B >SUper10r Court. Bldg State
- ’Supenor #1 . Yes

e 10th CII‘, Pollce Bldg tieased

: ‘ P N Room #1 L ;o No

Norw1ch I PO
Clty Hall oo Shared
Lr Sup Court #1 . . Yes

Groton .' , : ' - , :
10th Clr, T own Hall Leased
' Room #1 R No

COUNTY TOTAL

Sl

Room #1 R - Yes

':‘-“!COUN’I’Y TOTAL- B Jury

Comm. Pleas#l ‘ Yes oe

- Comrmy :Pleas#‘l_ 0 Yes :
~ Cir “C°‘?‘rt' o Yes o

s

Fair Good

rEE

B TOR R

Park 'N'br

Gen.”

“vAlr

CONSOLIDATED C’OURTR OOM SURVEY DATA

Audl— .
Cond. bility

Audio

)‘)‘:‘\,

CBEquip

e % Use

ing  Hood Cond.

Fair Good Fair

‘Fair Fair

Good
Good

Fair

© . -Fair

Fair Fair

Good

o Fair

Fair Good

Gookd ‘
Good

Ny
S

No

No

" No.

No

1.
]

Poor

Poor

Poor

Pair -

Fair

No

'NQ

N6

TOTAL USAGE:

Inadeq ‘

Fair

. Good

ir Poor.

e Poor

Fair  Fair-

&
‘ i

No

Yes

Inadeg ‘ ,

“Fair
‘Fair

Fair

o Pair- ,Good

. “Good

-12-

:No‘ .

No
No

Inadeq .

Good

No,

Pair

Good

. Poor .

- Good |
~ Good -
~.Good

Good

No -
No

No
No

No~k

- TOTAL USABLE:
‘ NON-USABLE:

ol ;
[ 2 B8 e o
Lo

7 N3 Not

9 38

S 20 0

36 14

o

,'"I‘
R 1)
Y
-3

55 11"

43 .0

36

[ =)
N

TN

53

80

89

50

34

57
i
64

‘98
43

SRR

A BB a5t A A A i
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CONSOLIDATED COURTROOM SURVEY DATA

\\

‘ Court Room -

Title

. TOLLAND COUNTY -

Rockvﬂle

Superior Court Bldg, ‘

- Sup. Court

- Comm, Pleas

- *Hearmg Room

: 12th (‘1r, ,T own Hall
‘ Room #1°

Stafford Springs

12th Cir, Town Hall

o Room'#l

COUNTY TOTAL:

WINDHAM COUNTY
Willimantic

- ‘Superior Court Bldg. -

Sup. Court .
Comm. Ple_ats

11th Cir, Town Hall
R.o‘om’ #1

v Putnam

‘ COUNTY TO'I’AL

Superlorﬂ Court Bldg
-§up. Court ,

Lo, - Comm, Pleas

’,Damelson s e
11th‘C1r, Town Hall :

Room #1

State

6T

Leased =
Yes"
Yes

M

: Leased '
. No

Leased

2F . LINT

‘State ;
Yes

. Yes \
'Lease'd;‘ :
- Yes

; -Ye_é, |
Yes ,

Leased
“Yes

owa

Jury Size

M =
No = 8-
© Pair

R

< Fair

_Pair

ap

-~ Pair

rE

Falr

~Park N'br Gen.
.ing Hood Cond

"A1r

..,Audl— 1

| - Good Good Good 3
Yes
Yes

. Good
- VjGOOd,
.-Good
Fair

~Poor

Poor
C Poor

TO’I‘AL USABLE:
' NON-USABLE: -

Good
. Good:
(_‘.Good' :

: Falr

‘Good "

Godd 4
. . Good

Fair ]
. Good

. 'TOTAL USABLE

nadeq
" No

“Poor i
‘N‘or‘

Goodf 5 ;
! .Y'es -

Good Inadeq o
No

Yeg!

~ Good  Yes -

Falr S
'N?’

'Cond. bility X

G‘OOd
Good
-Good -

‘ -  ,~~} 16 14

-...o PR

Yes

Poor

23 19{ 5 |

Good 100 ey
Good B

No 0 L0
Yes “No~ 0

Good No

‘Good - No .
Good ' No =
\(r::'n Lo SRR

Good No o




' CONSOLIDATED COURTR OOM SURVEY DATA

L S e : R Park N'br Gens AlI‘ Audl— Aud‘io' % Use
Court Room __Title Jury Size _ing Hood Cond. " Cond. bility Equip - J NJ Not

N SR I

;GMIDDLESEX COUNTY
- Middletown e :
‘" ‘superior Court Bldg tate’ . Poor Fair Good g . e
T Sup.;Court #112 . Yes - : Good Yes  Good - Yes - 23 43 34
Comm. Pleas #115 ‘No 8§ ~Good - Yes Good ‘Yes 9. 11 80

52}

Q’ch Clr, Sep Bldg ; eased S Poor Poor Fair JEEE TR
Room #1o o Nooo M Fair Yes Good: Yes =~ 7 86 7
Room #2 e Yes - M Fair  Yes Good Yes 43 0 57

V‘\COUNTYTOTAL o2 ey TOTAL USABLE: 21 35 44

. HARTFORD COUNTY
Hartford o o : S
k Superlor Court Bldg State - - Fair Good Good , : '
Sup.- Court #1 . Yes | : Good Yes Fair No 9 64 27
Sup, Court #2 .. = . Yes: Good - Yes TFair  No 43 34 23
* Sup. Cotrt #3 ~ Yes Good Yes TFair No 52 7 41
Sup. Court #4 - Yes Good . Yes Fair No 0 59 41 s
cio v supe Court #5 - No Good Yes Poor No 0 64 36
coc® o Sup. Court#6 Yes Good Yes Poor  No 73 27 . i
... Bup. Court #7 - Yes Good  Yes Poor No - 59 41
© . . Sup. Court #8 . . . Yes Good Yes Poor No 30 61
" Comm, Pleas #1 Yes Good  Yes Fair . No 4% 59
" Comm.Pleas #2 -~ Yes" "Good Yes  Fair No 0 34 66
- Comm.Pleas #3 No Good - Yes ~Fair No - 39 61 S

et N B AR

CEPETCERED D
oRo®©oo

Tr1n1ty Street §‘jBldg’. Leased ‘ Poor Good Good v o ,
SRS _Sup. Ct. -Fam.Rel. . No ‘Good - Yes = Poor No 0 30 70
E . Comm. Pleas - No -Good - Yes Good No - 0 55 45 o

B=R=

14tk Cir, Police Sta.V Leased ., Fair Poor Inadeq 3 : :
Room #1. = No = Lo -7 . Poor No Fair ~No 0 77 23
‘Room #2 - . Yes L Poor . No ~ Fair No - 0 66 34 o
Room #3 . Yes L Poor No Fair No 14 34 52 .
Room #4 Lo , No' L ‘Poor WNo -~ Fair No . 48 27 25

H’I‘FD CI’I’Y USABLE TOTAL: 9(2)J 4(2)NJ , CITY TOTAL USABLE: 26 26 48 =~ |
CITY TOTAL NON-USABLE: ° 15 52 33 o

TRy

i




CONSOLIDATED COURTROOM SURVEY DATAV '

. c oy Park N!br Gen. »Alr Audl‘-' Au’fdio '  R
Court Room ’ Tltle Jury Size  ing Hood Cond. Cond.bility Equip:

; HARTFORD COUNTY (CONTINUED) '

P New Britain ‘ ‘ : o o
 Superior Court Bldg. Leased . Fair Good Good G e s R e
Sup.Court #1 - Yes . [ Good Yes @Good 'Yes = 52 16
- Sup, Court #2 : Yes: ~ Good /| Yes Good ' Yes : - 5,55

Comm, Pleas #3 . Yes Good * Yes Goodv Ye‘s; 27 56

BERC

: . 15th Cir, Munpl Bldg. Ieased .  Fair Good Good S L e
i A Room #1 . Yes ® . ‘Good Yes ~..Good #No 08218
' Room #2 ' ' Yes : Good - Yes ;_Good/ No 0480

ws

‘W est Hartford : s : S
16th Cir, Town Hall Leased Fair Good Inadeq - e T T

Room #1 Yes S - Good - Yes Good  No - - 9 57 34

*Sm, Claims  “No s 3 Fair = Yes Good No -~ == ==i-= .

- Bristol o A ‘ ST
- 1Tth.Cir, Town Hall Leased Good Good Good o EE
‘ West e Yes - ~ 'Good Yes Good No' 0 61
Bast o  No Good' Yes Good No: 32

b ,’ . Bast Hartford £ R
o 12th Cir, Police Bldg Leased ' Fair ‘Good.Good =~ B P
Room #1 3 E Yes L " . . Good Yes Good . No. . 48 -

Pete Manchester C R ' :

; : 12th Cir, Police Bldg Leased Good Good Inadeq o , R :
f Room #1 oo Ne, Lo ‘ Poor Yes Good No - . 0 ¢
B Windsor ' : S i ' S
SRIE 13th Cir, Town Hall Leased L7 Good Good Good B T T B e
: Room I o Yes - L_ S Good Yes- Good No : 29 55 16

COUNTY TOTAL >18(2/J 6(3)NJ L COUNTY TOTAL USABLE: 23 3
ST . e ~ MON-USABLE: 13 5

1=

ST
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CONSOLIDATED COURTROOM SURVEY DATA

C‘ourt Room e

o 11:1e

CJury  Size

Park N‘br

Gen
Cond.,

: Alr

Audl-

Audio
‘Equip

o g

- i;f>- R
% Use

”»NEW HAVEN COUNTY
New Haven

. lSup. Court #2

i Comm. Pleas #4
. Sup. Court #15
... Comm, Pleas #16
-7 iSup. Court #11

- Sup. Court #48

- Sup.Court #47
.. Sup.Court #43 -
e ‘_ Sup. Cour‘c #34 v

Sup. Ct. Temp. Bldg
. 'Bup, Court #10 7
Comm Pleas #12 -

6th ClI‘ T Hall Annex
B ‘Room #1
. Room #2
Room:. #3
Small C1a1rns

S New Sup.’ Court Bldg
‘ .~ Room #309 .
ST 'Room #3200
. Room#33%
© Room #351
~ Room #409
- Roorm #420
-~ Room #434
- Room #440
. Room #451 -
‘Room #510. -

- Pre sent Sup‘ C\t. Bldg. State o

No~ -
Yes. .
 Yes -
Yes
LYes: -

Yes
oYes

F‘S’ca.’ce’ e

-Yes.
-Yes

Sta’te,‘,
Lt Yes
Yes .
-Yes
- No
No

" Yes
- No
'No

No

Yes -

Yes.
Yes

No

Yes -
Yes

Yes

m§§§b§ﬁ¢¢ﬂ

S nunuRnwunnRnnn

_ing Hood

: Poor Good

" Poor Good

Good o
‘Fair
-Fair
. Fair

Fair
Pair

- Fair

Fair

- Fair

Pair

Temp.

S .Good

Poor Fair-

Fair Good

Good

Poor
Poor -
Poor
Poor
Poor

Good ‘k

" Good "

Good
Good

 Good

Good

" Good -

Good

-Good

“ Good

Good

- Good

- -le-

Yes.
"Yes

" Yes

Yes
Yes

No

-Yes
-Yes

‘Yes
‘Yes

Cond. bility

Good
Good
Good
“Good.

Yes
Yes -

Yes
Yes -Good

Good

Yes
Yes

Good
Good

Poor
" Poor
Poor
Poor

No
No

Yes
Yes
Yes-

Good
Good
Good
Good
Yes'
Yes:.

Good.

Good

Good
' Good

Yes
Yes-

-~ No
‘No
No
. No

Good -

Good .

Good.

~Good |

Yes

Good
Good " Yes

Yes

- J NI ot

30
30
36
30
25
36 -
32
B4

0 70
4 66
55 9
68
66
18 4
52
68

No
No
No
No ™
No

oo umoN

57 0
34 0

43
66

78
66
50
14

20
34
43
86

g
&g on -

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

NOT YET
Yes '

IN
- OPERATION

Yes‘f”
Yes

Yes .




Court Room

CONSOLIDATED COURTBOOM SURVEY DATA

T 1t1e

- Park N'br

J ury Size

ing Hood,

Gen.

, ,A_n:
Cond.

C;'orid

"Aud1 = ., i
b111ty :

"Aiidio
:Equ1p 3

% Use g
J NJ Not

NEW HAVEN COUNTY (CONTINUED)

New Sup. Court Bldg. (Contmued)

"Room #5138
"Room #531
~Room #537
-Room #547:

Room #609

‘Room #6520
Room #634
Roorm #640 -
~Roorn "#650,

NEW HAVEN TOT AL~

(After Move Into New Bldg. ):.

’ (Pmor to Move):

Merlden
~Tth Cir, Munpl Bldg

Sm, Claims #1.
8m. Claims #2

Room  #1 P
“Room #2
~ Room #3

M11ford

~5th Cir, Police B'!dg.

Room #1 -

. ‘West Havex;

- 8th Cir, City Hall

West :
East

b Ansoma

 5th Cir, Cl’cy Hau
“. Room #1

e

Yes
“Yes:

‘No

“Yes™

‘Yes
Yes

Yes
No.
Yes

Leased

No
No
. -No
- Yes

‘,,Yes- ‘

Leased

Yes

Leafs’ed". .
‘ Yes

Yes

~ Leased .
: : ‘Yes'

233
93T

8NJ

hwnena ‘gm.'m W

 Qood

Good
.. Good:
: Good
: Good(
' Good
o Good:
- ~Good.

Good

Yes
Yes.
A,Ye s.

Yes

Yes

Yes
“Yes
Yes: .

Yes:

Good
Good..
Good -
Good
‘Good
Good
Yes
Yes- ..
,Yes&

~Good
Good
Good

Yes

CIN
OPERATION

Yes
Yes -

L ‘PRESENT TOTAL USAGE- ~

ANT

M

,L-*“t,"z,mr‘nﬂ

i3

L

Fair Fair

Good .
Good -
“Good

L Good

_TGdod Good

‘ 'Godd Good

' Fair Good

~ Good
. Good.

Good
Good

Good
Good

Pair
Pair

Yes
Yes
Yes v
.Yes_
“Yes

Yes
"Yes

: USABLE
NON USABLE

‘Good .
Good
Good o
Good -
Good ...

G‘do,dy

‘Good
bt Good

y  Fair

,Ye"s‘

No _: PR

123

No e Y



CONSOLIDATED COURTROOM SURVEY DATA

Aud1-

Audio

SN

s

% Use

' S ‘  Park N'br Gen. Air
Court Room i Tiﬂe Jury Size ing Hood Cond. Cond.bility Equip - J NJ Not:
; NEW HAVEN COUN’I’Y (CONTINUED)
-‘ “Waterbury = - .
* . Present Sup. Ct Bldg State : Falr Falr Inadeq e ~ :
. Sm,.Ct.Room No 8 Fair No Good No - 0 0100
Sup Court #1 - Yes - M- Fair Yes Good No - 50 25 - 25
3 - Sup.Court#2 ~  Yes M Fair 'No Good ~No - 27 18 55
- Comm.Pleas : - Yes M Fair No  Good No 16 23 61
NeW’Sup. Ct. Bldg : ‘S’cate Fair Fair Good . ,
" Room #1. . - Yes M Good ~Yes Good . Yes : Lo
_ Room #2 Yes S8 Good Yes Good Yes NOT YET =
- Room #3 Yes S ‘Good Yes Good Yes . IN -
- Room #4. " No S Good - Yes Good:  Yes OPERATION
T ;Room #5 : Yes § Good Yes Good Yes .
o : 4th Cir, Clty Hall ‘Leased Fair Good Inadeq ; ,
: Room #1 . Yes M ~ Fair Yes Poor No 5 59 36
"~ Room #2 - \ Yes L ' Fair Yes Poor Yes 41 32 27
*Sm, Claims #1 ~No 8 e Fair = No Fair No L
. . #SmaClaims #2 ‘No - S Good No Fair No el ol it
memmmwmmw R S PRESENT TOTAL USAGE-

- {Using New Building): 4(2)3  1(2)NJ USABLE: 24 16 60
(Usmg Present Bulldlng) 3(2)J 1(2)NJ NON-USABLE: 23 46 31
NEW HAVEN COUNTY TOTAL (Usmg Old Bldgs) 18(5)J 5(3)NJ. - USABLE: 93 . 66 241

: (O1d Buildings) ' 46 91 63

With New Building s

Ty

9(3) 2(1)
3(2) 1(2)
K 2

33(2)J 12(2)NJ

18(5)  "5(3)

18-

NON-USABLE:




(3

CONSOLIDATED COURTROOM SURVEY DATA.

: v L , Park N'br Gen, Air Audl— Audlo k) .'%,ﬁééﬁf
Court Room Tltle Jury ‘SiZe_ 1ng Hood Cond Cond b111ty Equlp

. FAIRFIELD COUNTY i j LR , S
Bridgeport S B , ~ e
Superlor Court Bldg S’cate ; : , : o
Criminal #1 - SEs : e ST e -
Criminal #2 ' o '
Comm. Pleas #25 - v S
Room #26 = - ; NOT SURVEYED
Jury #1 - TOBETURNED
‘ Jury #2 " OVERTO CITY
4 Jury #3 S e e
~ Comm. Pleas #58 - L ‘ S
Stratfield Motor- } RN SR L
Clty Counc. Chamb. ' : ST

‘New Sup. Court Bldg. State - Pair Good Good S
Room 317 Yes ' ‘Good  Yes Good -Yes .7
Room 326 .. Yes ‘Good ,Yes Good Yes .
‘Room 344 Yes Good = Yes .Good Yes
Room 519 ; . No Good = Yes Good Yes T
Room 521 T Yes ~Gapd  Yes Good Yes
Room 526 , Yes - Good = Yes Good Yes . - ¥

~ Room 550 Yes Good * Yes Good Yes. “NOT
Room 551 - Yes ~Good ~Yes Good - Yes .- S
Room 619 . No Gnod  Yes Good :Yes

~ Room 621 i . Yes Good Yes Good Yes
‘Room 629 ~Yes © Good Yes Good Yes -

Room 647 . . Yes . Good Yes Good Yes
‘Room 652 . - Yes W Good - Yes Good - Yes . . -
Room 656 o Noo ~ . Good Yes' Good ~ Yes .

nunnunnnnnunnn2onn

Clr. Ct. #2 -Sep. Bldg Leased S Pair Poor« ?‘Inadeq el R e T
Room #1 .. No M- -~ Poor No Poor No '~ 08
Room #2 = -~ ~Yes '8 .~~~  .Poor No ‘Poor No: 5
Room #3 S Yes S ~ . Poor ‘No Poor TWNo .
~Room #4 . .. .~ Yes '8 ~Poor . No  Poor No
BRIDGEPORT TOTAL - - o T B e : -
‘(After New Courthouse Opened) 11(3)J UNT USAGE TOTAL-
Present Total: 10(4) I i (BaSed ‘Upon Present -
: R A e Brldgeport Courthouse)
: : USABLE
NON-USABLE




RO R

f B ok \
4
‘ e CONSOLIDATED COURTROOM SURVEY DATA
e e T ‘Park N'br Gen. Air  Audi- Audio % Use
3 'C"ourt Room'v ] i‘tle Jury Slze ing Hokod;VCond. “Cond. bility’ Equip - J NJ Not
FAIRFIEL‘D COUNTY xCON’I‘INUED)
Stamford: .
‘ Superlor Court Bldg Sta’ce , ; Fair Falr Good IRIEIEREE S
:  Room #1 -~ =~ = ‘ Yes M Gooa’ Yes .-Good  No. 34
5 _Room #2 BT :Yes_ M Good  Yes Good' . No - = = 43
© Room #3 E Yes M Good "Yes Good -« No ' 46
P Poor Fair "Good = . oo Lo
o Yes ~ 8 Good Yes Good. -No 5 29
' ,N\o - ~Good  Yes Good No 5 36 -
Yes = 8 Good - “Yes -Qood - No 23 .38
Yes | 8 Good  Yes Good No- 32 43
“No 8- Good Yes. Good No . 0. 91
o . 18 36 48
6J - 2NJ- TOTAIL USAGE: ' L
:L‘Cu'. ~Police Bldg Leased Good G‘ood Fair S o
" Room #1 . . Yes - =~ TUFEIF  Yes Good Noo 27
kStratford A : ’ :
. 2nd’ CJ.I‘. Pohce Bldg Leased ~Good Good Good . ‘ -
He Boom #1 el No Good “Yes Good No 43
‘Dariburv Lo L
Danbury Courthouse Btate "~ ‘ “Poo'r, Fair  Fair
.. Cir. Court . Yes ‘ Fair, No “Poor No 6 14
Sup. Court : : Yes - Fair ‘No. Poor No 43
COUNTY TOTAL— | S TOTAL USAGE- .
- (Using New Brldgeport Courthouse) 203)T 6(1)NJ - (Based Upon Present:
<., Present Total 22(4) EE Brldgepor’c Courthouse):
: : .USABLE: 41
NON-USABLE; .24



s
T s

the daté, from the ‘imrﬁedia'tely‘prec‘e;czlr‘ingltabular:‘ préséhtal’cibhi 1sfurther  : S

")'d"ige‘s;ted into a town-by-town report of number of courtrooms on a presently o

- To further facilitate exairninatién ‘énd,evalrliétioh of the 1nformat10n, .

" usable or non-usable basis, and théVperceh"c'ag‘efiitiliza’cimm Off_u‘séuble}faiiicl non-
usable courtrooms. In addition this information has'been plotted upona -

geographic map of the State. Both of these presentations follow. - -




©  SUMMARY OF COURTROOM FACILITIES AND UTILIZATION BY TOWN

" Courtrooms* % Usek -

“Jury Non-Jury

' LITCHFIELD C’OUNTY R o
‘ ~ Litchfield - R R 34
. 'To_rrmgton e 3 1 -3
 Winsted ‘ b 1 e B0
New Milford | , |

b
1

i
w,

| NEW LONDON COUNTY

New London . | 2)  (1) ' (59)
‘Norwich : - (3) - - (32)
Groton o o s e -- (1) (lG)f

S TOLLAND COUNTY

TRockville - , 2 1y 43(7)
Stafford Sprmgs o . - 1 ' 5

, ,WINDHAM C‘OUNTY
“Willimantic
" Putnam s

- ’ 10
' 37
-- . 34

= DN W
i
1

 MIDDLESEX COUNTY ) o
T Middletown S 2 2 58

I-IARTFORD COUNTY

Hartford 9(2)  4(2) : 52(67)
‘ New Britain ; ‘ 5 - 56
. “West Hartford 1 1 o " 66
~ Bristol ’ 1 1 - b6
- Bast Hartford 1 Lo g - 82
~ Manchester : , - (1) . (68)
-~ Windsor e 1 - | 84

* '»Fi'gurfe's in parentheses indicate number of courtrooms considered
unusable and the percentage of use of the courtrooms considered

g un};sable.‘ =

722f‘ |



' SUMMARY OF COURTROOM FACILITIES AND UTILIZATION BY TOWN - Continued =

e Courtrooms* = % Use* - .

NEW HAVEN . COUNTY = -
- New Haven ,
Meriden
Milford ;
West Haven
Ansonia
- Waterbury

FAIRFIELD COUNTY
Bridgeport
Stamford
Norwalk =
Stratford
Danbury .-

2

~ Jufy' anf-k.}*ury,

: o

9(3)
2.
1

1

10(4).
s
I S

-

2

3@

2(1)

74

+ 59(76) oo
73
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On a county basis, the following observations may be drawn with =~
- respect to the courtroom facilities: -

o be adequate, although money should be expended to renovate the plcture Sque J

" to the courts of thchfleld Co.un’ﬁ.y fromv Oth_e,r Goun’c1es. b | .‘: .:‘ L
‘ Superlor Court bulldmg and the shared Clty Hall bu11d1ng in Norvv1ch as Well""
| County should be regarded as pre sently unusable since the courtrooms operate

' bu11d1ng of an addl’clon to prov1de room for suppor’c personnel to the Court The L

C'Clrcult Cour’r fac:llltles in Groton

'kfa0111t1es in Torrmgton and Wms’ced There 1s a s1gn1f1can’c amoun’c of unused

| New London County |

rather plcturesque bu11d1ng and by the leasmg of commerc:1al space or. the

same is true Wlth re spect to the shared C1’cy Hall bu11d1ng m NorW1ch and the

Litchfield County ‘

The Court fac111t1es m thchfleld County are generally conmderedf}v»
thchfleld County Courthouse and to replace or renovate the C1rcu11: Court

courtroorn time avallable for the handllng of busmess Wthh m1gh’c be ass1gned '

~ Based upen the madequacy of ’che fac111t1es of ’che pre sen’c New London o "

as the Gro’con_ Clrcult Cour’c, and based'upon the lpoor, famh‘cles promded;tq o
the Circuit Court in New London, it was felt that all ‘c'ourtrodzhs in New Lomdon

[\ K

under a 's‘1’gn1f1can’c handma‘p to transact;bus\;ne s ‘_‘effrcie‘ntly It may be pos51ble
kto make the New Londbn Superior-Court,building usable by 'reno,vatlons to‘ thls o

L
The presen’c fa0111t1es of the Tenth Clrcult Court 1nNewLondon are S




o conSLdered f’o’céily inadequate and reflect poorly upon the Judicial ,Sybster;n; A

new facility should be sought. .

. “to augment the available courtrooms.

' Tolland County ' -

' :if"s"blisifnéss into fhéff""‘SUperiorx'Court facility with the addition of leased space

It is noted that the Judicial De_parffmerit has recommended the cbns,triic -

f-?t»ioi:‘of a court facility in Preston and has received mo’néy for planningpurposes ‘
o * only. There appears to remain some conflict as to the location of this court
_ facility and no funds have been authorized for the actual c:on.stru'ctioh'of such

s fac:lh’cy S

It can be seen that a considerable pbrtion of the available courtroom

i tlmelnNeW London County is unused so that it might be feasible to close the

’»;"i:')r‘eJSént:‘CirCuit Court_ facilities at the Pblice Building in New London and move

N
A\ .
Ny
{

‘The new Superior‘ Court building in Rockville appears to be a highly

' efficient facility which is not utilized as fully as it might be. In view of the poor
~_condition of the Circuit Court facility in Rockville and of the Circuit Court

k[f‘;acil‘ityi in Sfaffo’rd Springs, the business of these two facilities might be trans- | :

S

ferred to the Superior Court building.

i Depending upon the assi’g‘nments' of Superior Court and Commo"n:'Pleas

v}:ju‘dgyels', court business from other cOuntie's might be reassigned to make use

o

o /f/f the available courtroom time at the Rockville courthouse.
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_Windhaxn County "

unused C‘ons1derat10n should be glven to the closmg of the Clrcuxt Court

| faC111ty in Wllllmantlc and the transferrmg of 1ts busmess to the Superlor

:dovvn the Clrcult Court fa0111ty in Damelson and movmg of 1ts busmess to the

Circuit Court into the Superior Court building does not‘appear possible iny’i_eW e

The facilities of the' SuperiOr Court‘ and Common Pleas C7ourt m the ._5 i

two courthouses at Wllllmantlc and Putnam are qulte good and are relatlvely

Court fac111ty Wh1ch is relatlvely unused dependmg upon the number of |

Superlor Court Judges asclgned to Wlndham \,ounty The poss1b111ty of closmg o

Superlor Court bu11d1ng in Putnam shou;d also be cons:.dered

Middl'e sex County Lo
 The Superior Court building in Middletown is oonSide‘red to be a us;abie: L
facility, but that of the Circuit Court is marginal The optlons are to renovate

the Circuit Court facility or to find an alternate 10'cat1_on; Consohdatlon of the e

of the extensive usage of the two separate facilities, - -~~~ - . S

Hartford Cotmty

’Wl‘th court fa0111tles at another locatlon ’I’he analys1s of courtroom utlllzatmn
at the Superlor Court bu11d1ng 1n Hartford 1nd10ates that it mlght be feasﬂole to jf*

comblne the busmess of the four courtrooms of the C1rcu1t Court wrth the 7

, ‘The facilities ofthe Superior‘Court buildingé in ‘Hartford and‘New
Bmtam are con51dered qulte good The C].rcult Court fac111ty 1n Hartford is

totally 1nadequate and 1n poor condltlon it '=hou1d be replaced Or consohdated | ﬂ :

St
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o busmess ﬁ‘résemy trans‘acted‘ at the supe“r‘ior COurt building ‘i‘f»faydditionalf
:;nearby space could be 1eased or purchased for support personnel

’I’he fac111t1es at Manchester should be relocated or 1ts busmess
chonso.lic‘iated‘atan'other court 10'catlon. ’I’he fac111ty at West Hartford is o |
ipreskentlsrklnadequate for the court's busmess and cons1derat10n should be

- = ig:tven to leasmg of add1t10na1 commerc1a1 space or add1t10na1 space from the
Townln or.cter\‘to make 1t-an adequate fac;llty. | | |
enn It 1s not‘ed'that»the Judicial Department has planys for the construction
. of a new Superlor Court bu11d1ng in the c1ty of Hartford which could enable :

U the consolldatlon of present C1rcu1t Court busmess in the present Superlor

o 'Court bu11d1ng

: "NeW Hav‘en.‘County" -

s "The‘fa-ciirities? of the Circuit Court in New Haven are considered
L ; hlghly sruh;stand‘ard‘andr_eﬂect poorly upon the Judicial System. It is planned‘ "
that the Ctrc"uit”CourtWill move k'into the pre sent Superior Court building in
NeW Haven as soon as the new Superior Court bu11d1ng has been occupledk
No de ClSlOIl has been reached W1th re spect to the temporary bulldmg presently

‘, ibemg utlllzed by the Superlor Court.

The fac111t1es of Ansoma C1rcu1t Court requlro renovatlon.
kiv In fWaterbury"a }neW Superl‘or Court ,buildmg is pre sently. under cons-
e "t‘ruc‘tion}and,VSho,uid__ﬁbe completed in 1974. The present Circuit Court facilities

‘are considered inadequate and. should be extensively renovja:ted and augmented v' |




,bby the leasin'g of additi‘onalcspac’e. - AlternetiVely‘ theyshould be relOCated A v

B Falrfleld County

PN

i l

. The new Superlor Court bu11d1ng in Brldgeport should be ready‘for;
oceupancy in 1974 thus pr oviding a 1arger number of courtrooms for the L
. tran/eactlon of bus:Lness in Falrfleld County The Clrcu1t Court ‘facﬂlt};f m 7
Brldgeport isa very poor, 1nadequate faclllty Wthh should be replaced or. R
- the busmess of th1s Court should be consohdated in the neW Bfldgeport i
Superlor Court buﬂdmg in view of the ‘f’aC’C thaf there W°“1d]?PP¢'ar‘ 't‘Q '-b‘?
ay'ailable courtroom time. ‘ o S

The C1rcu1t Court facrhtles 1n Norwalk end the courthouse at Danbury :
should be renovated to brmg them up to accepteble standardsr e -

General Ob servatlons ‘

Parkmg represents a s1gn1flcent problem at many of the court locahons .
in the State. There is usually a 11m1ted amount of parkmg avallable for court .
tpersonnel and‘ sometlmes Jurors However, parklng for attorneys and htlgants\ |
1s frequently 1ack1ng, thus rendermg the fac111t1es‘mconven1ent 5 "

Auchblhty in the courtrooms is too ‘often a problem, partlculerly m
L the busy Clrcult Courtrooms it is frequently 1mposs1b1e for court personnermnd
"espemally for spectators to hear What 1s bemg sa1d at the froht of the cour/tjoom. :

’Sound amphﬁcatwn equlpment should be prov1ded 1n essentlally every courtroom ‘,

. ;to insure that a11 proceedmgs are audlble to. a11 those present in the courtroom. ey

(ﬁ :

~This ampl;hcatlon should not ’be ‘11,m1t,ed .to the Judge-.'s bench', :Wthh. 1ts f.vfrequemflyf‘i'f;* L




: ‘the caSe, mlcrophone plckups should be present at the Wltness box and at

o ’counsel tables, etc i Moreover the amp11f1cat1on equlpment vvhlch Was found

o

[is generally unu ed ormoperahve.

A1r cond:.’uomnoP should be prowded a‘c a11 court fac:111t1es ’co insure

f-'i

i ff’chat the courtrooms may be comfortably used all year round Openlng of

; ﬁvmdows to prov1de coohng or c:.rcula’non of air frequenﬂy mcreased the
r"’f‘p'roblems O‘rf, &vtlldlblll‘l.iy‘.; |
- . Based uiaon the "r_esultsk‘of‘ th1s survey, it 1s believed that it Would be

~ pos Sibleto*consolida’ce _co’iirt business into a lesser number of locations in

LG

e ;fsome instanc“e's. New fac111t1es are urgently required in certain towns, and

it ”some of the famhtles can be rendered more usable by the 1eas1ng of addltlonal :

; S,pa;ce vad;;acent ’thereto forthe use of court support personnel. | Renovations are
nfe,ci_eseery 1na nurnber of ‘.1o:c'atio‘nsru to bring’che court facilities tokacceptable
: standards Air }e,ondiv’cioning syhlouild be prévided in all courtrooms in 'order“to
| ‘ msure cbmforteble usage dur.,"lngthe summer montne.' -Sound amplification
e is urgently requlred in rnany courtrooms ’co prov1de audlblllty -
Greater cons1dera’c10n should be glven to.the avallablhty of adequate :

» 'parkmg in the selectlon of courthouse sites.

Umfled control over a11 courtrooms in the State should be ensured to

énable‘efflclent selec.’clon and ut~1hz~at10n, The State Judmlal Depart ment shouldj

k' ‘f'have complete control over the selectlon of rac111t1es and 1ocat10nS-

- -30- | T A



3

in the facilities of some'of the counties, and-ooiis‘i\deyraﬁon _S‘houkl'dfb‘e} glvento
‘ facilities.

tlon to the industry of the State of Connec‘clcvt Wh1ch volunteered expert

persox_mel and keypunch and computer t1me‘ and resources; to _S,ou‘thern Néw- A

; personnel of the Judlclal Departmen’c for thelr v;aluable assm’cance. 5 o

‘There is a considerable amount of unused eourtrooi‘n; tlmeavallable L
the transfer of ‘court business from the more congested 'urben centers to such .

Lastly, the Survey Commlttee WlSheS to express 11:s smcere apprec1a-

Ehgland' Telephone Company which vohinteered its ’trained reel :es’fate' a‘ndrl S

bu11d1ng personne1 to the many c1’c1zens of the Sta’ce Who manned ‘che courtroorns

of the State during the week of October 15 and to the Judges, clerks and other

P




Co.urt: Fao ility S‘tu‘dy ’

The attached study of Superlor, Common Pleas -and Circuit Court room fa0111t1es
Sooois basmally an 1nventory of physmal plant with comments as to the study team 1m-
Ly -_press1on of condltlon. R T R T e T

i The study team feels that all court fac:111t1es should have a rating of "Good"! in all

_‘gcategorles. _Any rating of '"Fair'' or '"Poor'" should be improved either by renova- "
- ‘tion or relocatmg the entire function to new fa0111t1es. The 1nd1v1dua1 reports. 1nd1— o
cate Where renovatlons are not con51dered feasible and relocation is 1egommended
’fIn the s1tuat1 on Where the court fac111t1es are in good cond1t10n, or can be renovated,
»but support services are crowded, it is recommended that additional nearby space
be leased ‘a temporary structure be. added or'a building ad d1t10n constructed..

o 'The des1gnat10n ”Acoustlcs 1ndlcates the aud1b111ty of various rooms. In the court

~rooms it is the degree of dlfflculty in hearing the proceedings by the court ‘personnel
S5 ‘,and/or the spectators. ~In the various other rooms such as judges' chambers, gen- =
.+ eral office areas, ete., 1t 1nd1cates that the“overall n01se level is a detriment to effi- =~
‘ .;‘-::f‘<:1ent operatlon. S : : i

: ;f:No attempt was made to determme if the size of rooms are adequate to handle the.
vnecessary work load, hence, the headmg "Total Capacity' only indicates the amount
. of furniture found in the various rooms to seat people. The heading "Adequacy of
: 1Furn1sh1nc 1nd1cates the condltlon : - ‘ '

S '? _Pubhc address systems only 1nd1cate the ex1stence of equlpment and not necessarlly
e ‘j*fthat it is used or operative. f : :

i ‘Areas housmg mechanlcal equlpment such as boiler rooms, fan rooms, servme
; . ‘courts, ‘electrical switch gear room, etc. are not recorded in'this study but are
o  shown on the floor plans if the entire bu11d1ng is used for court functmns.

A The ,followmgkey has‘ been used to 1dent1fy ,room fmishes:

i Plaster

X c , Carpet
B ,,'Br1ck P.H. . Partial Height
. BL . Block G.B. ‘Gypsum Board
W . Wood ‘ G ‘Glass
R.T. Res11 ent T11e V.C.  Vinyl Wall Covermg
_Ac.T. Acoustic Tile L ~ Linoleum
TR e B T . Terrazzo
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FwUsed all day
P — Used haif day

J— Used' far jury . ) : . . ’ :
N —Not used : COURTROOM USAGE FOR OCTOBER 1973

H —Holiday ] ) :

October , October Percant Usage i

. ) COURT- : ) : : Non- Non-= ]
COURTHOUSE ROOM COURT 1 2 3 4 5 8 9 10 11 12 15 16 17 18 19 22 23 24 .25 262930 31 - Jury - Jury=Use

CLITCHFIELD COUNTY

Litchfield Cthse, “Sup . Sup N ¥ F P F H FJIF F P N.FJF F P N N, N N N NN N. , S
R CcP CP N FJFJ FJ PI H N N N N N . N N N N N N N FI N N. N N 20 0 go "
‘Torrington #18 1 o .Cir P P N P N -H JF'N N N F N NN N F N P PI N F N P [ 95 -89 "
Winsted #18 1 ~Cir N P N N P H N JF JF JF NN FI'FT P N I FIT N FI N F N 36 147 50
New Milford #3 1 Cir N N N. N P H N N P .N N N N P N NN N. P N N N N 0 e et
o : ‘ : ' ' ‘ 14 17 - 69 .
' TOLLAND COUNTY ;
Rockville #12 1 Cir N P NN N H'N N NN N ¥ N N N N"N'N NN N N N "0 798
‘Rockyille Cthse. - . Sup Sup N N:F B P .H F N N F: N B FIPI'P N N FJ]I FI' P N 'FI FJ 29 .25 46
- CcP CP N N ¥ P N H N P P P N N FJ BN N N FJPI'N N N N 16 14 70
: , R ‘ : , ~ : R ~ 11 13 78
NEW LONDON COUNTY ; ~ ' ‘ P o
New London #10 1 Cir P N P .F . F - H P P F P F P B F P PN P F B F P.F 0 68 - 32
. New London Cthse. Sup ~  Sup N JF JF JF JPH JF JFJF JF N FJ FJ FJPIN N FJ P P N P FJ 55 .11. 34
L e ‘ cp . CP N -N.N:N N H JF JFJP JF N N FJ PJ] PI N N FJ FI.N N FJ FJ] 43 057
. Norwich Cthse Sup Sup N F N P “F H. F: F P P N. N F . F F N N N N.N N N N 0: ' 36 64
== cp CcP N N N N N H NN NN N N NN P N N N N N N N N 0 . 2 98
-- . Cir Cir P P P P F H F F P P ¥ N N N N P P PJPIF F F P 5 52 43"
Groton #10 . S Cir N F N'"N:-N H P N N N N P N N N N P N N.N N F "N "0 16 88
, ‘ ' : ‘ ' ‘ S -~ 15 26 59
. MIDDLESEX. COUNTY . \ e
Middletown Cthse. 1 Sup - NP P F P H F F F P. N P F FI'P N N PFPJ FIPF N FJI FJI 23 43 34 -
- o2 CcP NN N N P H N N N'N NN N N-N N N N'F 'F N FI.FT 9 11 80
# Tiem . Othér --= N N N N N H N N N N N N N N+N- N N N P N EFE P "0 . 9 g1
© . Middletown #9 ; Cir ¥ ¥ JPp F JFH F F F ¥F. F F ¥ P P F F. B F .F F'F F .7 86 7
[ ‘ Cir NN N N N H N N N N B F] PJ FJ FI' FJ FJ FJ FJ FJ N N N 43 . 0 57 =
2 . ‘ : : SRR : - 21 35 44
© WINDHAM COUNTY co , T R
:"Pitnam Cthse. - <12 Sup N JFJF P P H F ¥ ¥ F. N F F F F N N FI BI'F N . FJ FI 27 46 AT 2
o - 15 Sup NN N N /N H NN NN . N:N NN NN N N N N N.N N 0. 0. 7100
Willimantic Cthse. . Sup Sup N N N N N H N-N: NN NN N N N N N NN N "N N N.0 0. 2100+
: L CP CP : N N N N N/H N N N-N N N N N N N N N.N N N N N 00,100
Danielson #11. 1 Cir F,N " P- P P H /N N N-P ' F N:'N.N_ F F& N N "N.P FIN. N-:0 34 . 86
Willimantic #11 w1oo 0 Cir N N:N"N N H:P P:JE'N ‘N P P P P N P N P N N CF P 5 25 - 70.
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] "Non~ Non-
Jury -Jury

Percent Usage

Jury

17 18 19 22 23 24 25 26 29 30 31

16

"FOR OCTOBER 1973

15

101112

COURTROOM USAGE
9

1

'ROOM ~ COURT

COURT-

P—Used half day
J.— Used for jury

‘N — Not_used

F— Used all day
H - Holiday

HARTFORD COUNTY

| COURTHOUSE

57
82
34
.39
52
27
23
41
41
36
61
59
66
61
45

32
- 40
68
32
18
16
23
134
52
25
55
89
18

95
L

18
55
5
68

38
55
kid
66
34
27
45
11
82

.43
18
57

61

18
64
34
i
59
64
0
0
9
0
34
0
7
5
30
55
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F— Used ali day : . ; . . . : :
e ot ey COURTROOM USAGE FOR OCTOBER 1973 d
N =~ Not used o .
H — Holiday ‘ N October - QOctober : ‘ " Percent Usage
- COCRT- Co : ‘ e o : .. Non- Non-
COURTHOUSE ROOM COURT 1.2 3 .4 5 8 9 10 1 12 15 16 17 18 19 -22 28 ‘24. 25 26 20 30. 31.  Jury Jury Use
New Haven Cthse # 2 Sup F F N F F.H F F.F P NF F P . P N N F F P N F F 0 70 30
- EIVIE Sup N F JF JF F H JFJF JFJF N JP JF JF JF N N JF JF JF N JF JF 68 g 25
- #15 . Sup N JF JFJF JP H JF JF JF JF N JP.JF JFN N N N JFJF N F F 55 8 36
- #34 Sup N N JFJEN H JFJFJFJF N JFJF N N N N N N-N N N N .38 0 64
. #43 Sup N JP JF N JP H JF JF JF JF N -JF JF JF JF N N JF JF JF N JF JF 68 0 32
g #47 Sup N PP JP JFH JFJF JF JF N JF JFJF JFN N N N N N JF JF 52 543
- #48" Sup- N 'F'F P P H-F F N W NP JFJF JFN N'F P JFN F. P 18 46 36
- # 4 CP N FF JF N H F P F ¥ P F F*F ¥ N N F P F N F F 4 66 30
—— o #1s cp N JpJF JF JF H JF JF JF JF N JF JFP JF JPN N JFP JF P N JF JF _ 68 2 .80
New Haven Annex 10 Sup N N N N N H JFJF JFJF N JF JF JP JF N N JF JF JF N - JF JF: 57 0 43
- S cp N N N N N H N N N N N N JF JF JF N N JF JP JF N JF JF ©34 o 86
- Other -~ =~ N N N N N:H N N ¥ N N N N N N N N N-N N N P N 0 = 2 98
Waterbury Cthse 1 CSap - N F F F P H JFJFJF JF . N JF JFJF JFN N JFE JF F -N JF JF 50 25 25 .
- 2 .. Sup N F N JF N H JF JF/,JF F N NN N F N N JF JFF N N N 27 16 55
e T Jury cp "JF-N. N JF P H JPJPJPN. N N N N N NN F P F N.F F. 16 .23 61
- CONT CcP N NN N N HHEN N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N0 0 100
Waterbury #4 1 Cir N N N NP H F F F P PoF P F P P F F . JF P P P F. . 5. 159 3.
DTSR 2 Cir P F JF JP JF H JF JF JF N ‘P P E P.N-P JPJFF N F JFP JP 41 32: 27
Ansonia #5 e Cir N N N NP H F ¥ F P ¥ P F N N F F F.:N F-F F N 0 57 48
- Milford #5 O1d Cir N JF P N N H N N N N JF..JF JF JF-N- N N N . N N N N 23 2 75
= " New = Cir N“F F JF JF°H P P N P v FF N PR _JF JB JF JEUP CF JJF 3% 43 25
NewHaven #6 Crim Cir- ¥ F P F JP H-F. F P P F P'F ® P.PF T .F® P. P F F 2 1820
- -Traffic ~ Cir N P P F P H ¥ ¥ F P P F P P F P P P F P P N F 0 6f 34
== Civil Cir P N JPJF N H B, P P p P P F P P P P P F P P F F 7 50 -43 -
B , Hearing Cir N N "N.N N H N N N N PP P N N P N P N N P NN 0 . 414 86
Meriden: #7 1 Cir N P N P P H JFIF N F P NP N P N P N N'F NN 14 725 61
- ) 2" Cir N ¥ P P P H N N W P ¥ N N F ¥ P F P P P.TI P P 0 52 48
< 3 Cir N g N N N H N N N P F N NP N P F. P N N N JF P 9 . 20071
West Haven #8 West Cir P ¥ P N.P H F F JF F F B JF JFJF.F F F F P 'F P JF ‘23 61 .18
: Bast Cir P F JPP P H N JPN P F JF JFJPF P JP JF JF N P JF IF 36 2787
: . . , ‘ : o CelE 19 32 49
FAIRFIELD COUNTY L
Bridgeport Cthse Crim 1 - Sup N JF JF JF JP H JF JF JF JF N JP JF JF JP NN JP JF JF. N -JF JF 68 0. .32
e Crim 2 Sup N JF JF JF JF H JPJP JP JP N JP JP N JPN N JP'JP JP N JP JP 45 .0 55
- 25 CP - N ¥ F F. . F'H P F. P F NGFSF.OF JPNON JP JFP NN oF 110053 38
el ~ 26 Sup N F. F F P H JF P P JPp N JPN F PN N JPJF P N-F F 18 .36 467
Sl Jury'l  Sup "N JF JF JF JFH JE JFJF JF N JFP JF N JF N N JF JFJF N JP JP 68 .0 . 32
e : 2 - Sup N JF JF N JF.H F N F F N.F P N F NN . JF.JFJP N JP. P pA 30 743,
N 3 Sup N JF JF JF JP H JF JFJF JF N . JF JF JF JF-N N JF JF.JP N JE N 68 032
C i .88 CP N.JFJF OJF N -H JF JFJF I N JFIFSPC NN N JPOJEOJR N JPJP 55 R 43
" Stratfield Motor Inn cP N JF JF JFJF H 'JF JPJF JF N JFR JFJFP JF NN JFN N N N N 57 ¢ 0 43
A2ity Council Chambers - - Sup N.F F N .F H P F- P P N N P F F N N-F. P F N F Fo 0 57 .48 -
*‘Danbury Cthse = . . - . Sup NP JF.JF. P H U JPOJPOJF JP N JP JF JF P NN JP JP P N . JFJF . 46 1143 o
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COURTROOM US‘AGE
Qctober

n PJNNNPFPNNNPNFFPPPNP
" BBl mn P rzasannaz g

A B R R R L L W I Spes

e

& R - LR S A

BZ AR MZARE R Z R AT R M

1

COURT
Sup
Sup

CcP
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir
Cir

Hearing - Sup

COURT-
ROOM

4

Other
Other:
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#1
#2
Danbury #3

P— Used half day
Bridgeport #2.

J—Used for jury

N -— Not. used

== Used all day
H — Holiday -

Stamford Cthse
Norwalk #1
Stamford #1
Darien #1 ‘
Stratford #2
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