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INTRODUCTION 

The h'n11s of the prison system are the physical barriers that are 

ostracizing our fellow ex-felons from our society. Upon release from 

prison thl'ir strupgle has just begun. Now begins the actual test period 

,,:here ]w must find a decent job, stay out of trouble, cmd wait two long 

Yl'llrs be rore exercising his civil rights, if he petitions for them. 

This pajnphlct is directed at the ex-felon \dlO " maxed out" of prison. 

It is l'ilin.l,'1wl and the translation into Spanish is not to be taken as a 

"st,muarci" trcUlslation. It is directed at the' averat!e Spanish-speaking 

public and is not intended to meet any requireIPents of the "s tanuard" Span­

i sll. It is directed and dedicated to the Chicm10 ex-felon of Arizona, whom 

cnil upon to rise up and free himself. 

I recorrunend this pamphlet to the ex-felon interested in restoring his 

civil riyhts. It is em C(lsy do-it-yourself plan on how to restore your 

civil rights. 

The Center for Criminal Justice of ASU would serve the public of Ariz­

ona if thi s pamphlet were distributed throughout Arizona. I wholeheartellly 

believe that if circulated within the county it would benefit all of us 

directly ~llld indirectly. Someone out there has a friend, a relative who 

Illay be in prison for a felony conviction, and this pamphlet will start him 

or her on the right track working back into our society. 

In the preparation of this pamphlet I felt it necossary to intervic\v 

various irlllividuaL; worldng within the area of the restoration process of 
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the' ex-relon in .\rizona. Those Idth whom I per~()J1ll11y spoke h'ith <lnd discuSSL'd 

tlw~l' jS:';llC~ \'.'Vl'l' SOJilL' individual~ \\'ho \·;ished to rcmain anonyp1nu~ in this re­

;)ort. Thl'1'ofo1'o, I mn only ablo to ident ify the i l' posit ions. SUdl inter­

dL'\\'S H'l'l' conducted ""ith a Superior Court Criminal Judge, Crilllinal llivisioIl, 

\faricopa COlUlty; Ci('rks of the Superior Court in Phoenix; ,Ul offidal h'ithin 

the Pepartl1lcnt of Corn'ct iOIlS for the state of Arizona; t\-;O Probat ion 11(fkL'l'S; 

:1 Captain in thl' Phoenix Police Department in C:oI'ullunity Helations; lUld variolls 

ex- [dons \\ho nOh' res ide in ~faricopa Cmmty. The follmdn~~ in Cormat iOIl was 

preSl'lltl'd to HlP durin!', the period of ,J'lIluary 1, 1974 through (ktobe'r 1", l~l-:.t. 

This illformation can also be fmUld wHhin the context of thl' pamphlet ltiYa 

Ba~ta!", prepnred lmder (;rlUlt No.(s) NI-74-99-l0111, 73!':1 ~01021 from t11<.' 

Lah' Enforcl'PK'llt :\ssistllnce Administration, U.S. Dcpartpll'nt of Justice'. 

Sincl' the' pmnphlet is geared mainly at the Spanish-speaking l'x-fdon, 

Illy conCl'm \\'as for the ChicllIlo who faces problems in tIll' re:;to1'at ion of his 

civil ri:;hts. ;\L"corliing to the Superior Court Criminal Judge, thl' hi?gest 

probll'JP (;lCL'd hy t;le CllicmlO ex-felon is himself. The Spanish-speaking l'X' 

felon has to OVerC0J111' the obstacles of bureaucratic reti-tnpe. This TIIeaIlS 

that th(' l'x-felon lws to cOI1~)lete various application fonns in ordv1' to com­

plete t11(' restordtiol1 process. In till.! judge's opinion, the only ohstacll> 

1 ies in a:\plying. Tlwse ex-felons are not applyin~~ for civi 1 rights restor-' 

at iOll upon the'j r rl'l('~lSe fro]'! prison. They must wait for a period of th'o 

years artl'r the'i1' rclellse before they c[m apply. The judge sees it llS a 

I\t>,\~at in' attitudl' on th(' part of the ex-felon in regards to his civil rights. 

The Judge also po illted out that tho biggest reason for the dlic<U10S not 

unplying to l'L'store their civil rights is their own igllor(mCl~ in not klhlldng 

that he lost them. The ex- felon is usually from a low sod oeconomic levc.' 1 
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nrior to cl1Jl\'id ion (lr a fl'lullY. \,;1lC'1l reh'<LSl'd, hl'I'oI'S ril'ht back out ;md 

.i()iIl~' tll\' ullskilk,l !ahor forct' .. vnong these arl' industry, constl1ll'tion, Ill' 

field lahor :Il'l,':IS hlll'l'l' OIW'S bad\grOlUld is not nl'l:t'ssary to ohtain l'l11ploy­

IlIVllt. :-:ll l()ll~', as lH' is :lhll' to \\ork and ean1 :l 1 iviIl~', tlK' ex-fl'loll di~;­

n',~~:ln!;; hL·; ~;t:ltU:; :IS :1 non-pol it kally invo!\'C'd illllividual thrllll)'h his fate 

Ill' 11m'iIlI' !Je'Vll l'o!l\'ktvd of a fl'iony. 

!lll,' .i1l,1:.!~' l'lll"()Ura~'I.'d P!L' to sC't'k out further infol1llation 1'1'0111 clerks 

\,(,rldll:' in thl' SlI!,l'rio1' ('ourt Division, ,'.'hen' r \\'mtld obt:! in an :lppl kat iOIl 

t\\1' L"i\il right~; l"(':.toration foms, To Illy dismay, I found th:lt UPOll II::: il1-

'!llirin," t'()1' 1h\, Corms, those with \.,:}101JI I spoke did not kIlOh \'.'hat r \';:1:; n' 

qUl'st illf~' ]'ltV :l;11l! kat ion fOl1ns tlll'lllselves alC' laheled ";\ppl kat iOll for 

l:L'stol'at i(l]l pi' Ci\'i I T~i~lhts". Tile cll>rks indicated that \'l'l'y fl'\\ l'x-t'~'lllllS 

:ldll:llly l'()I1\V to tIll' Superior Court building to pick up appl icat ion rorms. 

This nmld he tht' 1"l':\son for their not being fmnil iar \dtll my requl'stS. 

~:Jlokl' \,itll the :';ll!ll.' th'O de!'ks at the Superior l\Hlrt building hho had \.(lrkl.'d 

\. itll ,It ka:.;1 tell yt.'ars comhined l'xpl'rience. In that period of t iPlL', rWIle 

l'tlliid re'L':lll anyonl' hhll hall COITll' to the bui hlillg to ask for appl kat ion 

(()nl!s fIr tIlt' re:-;tnl'atioIl PI' civil ri.\-',hts prior to my 1\\11 l"L'l(t1l'St. (See 

,·\pPclld i x Jl, r, and F.) 

~'\" Iit'\t illtcrvil'h tnok me to t11<.' llepartmcnt of t:orl'l'ct ions. ! sjl(lkl' 

\ .. itll 1:,1 \ikL'l1s, tIll' lk'partl!ll'Ilt of Corrections - CO/lulltmity Servin' ,\dminis­

tratnr,\ikl'lls is ill charpl' of issuin!' the Ccrtificatl' or Ahsolutv Ilisdwrgl', 

,I 1'01'111 \dlidl luts to hL' attadlL'll to tIll' Civil IH'!",hts Rl'stot'at ion forms which 

are pid,l'd lip at tlll' Superior Court clerk's offic:l'. 

To ~',vt :m appnintIlll'nt \'1ith this individual it took llll' a few days. 

make :1 !lotl' nf tllis ht'CHlISL' to sorlie Chil',UlO!'> \"hn dlln1t )'l'1 lUh.ll'r~;tand tltt' 
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l~lln'nlllT:h'Y involwd in meetiJlI' with agency oi'fil.:iah the dcby J!1i~~ht be 

intl'1'1)rl'tv,\ as ;1 nL'i~;lti\'e attitude on thl' part of tJw public official 

tllh'anb him. \\lwt of thl' CX~fl'loJl who needs assist:mce nnd is h'l'ry of 

il,;k i 11" :1 :-;t :ttl, tlgl'IlCY for t 11 i s CCl't i ficatc'? 

1,1 ,\ikc'llS told III,' that hefore till ex-felon call fi it' his all1'1 kat iOIl Conn 

(PI' cidl ri!'l\ts H'storatjon, the Certificate of Absolute nischarge is the 

l'i,l:;t il'i\i(ll'tallt dOl'tHlll'llt \dlkh can be obtained to compll:te tlll' restoratio11 

pr()ct'~;'~. Till" ;Ipplkatioll forms an' invalid without thl' (\'rtiricate tlt" 

\hsolutv !·i:;,,:h'lnl 1..'. (~L'l~ Appendix ;\) B, and Cl 

")' !lext intc'l'\'iehs \\e'l'l' with t,\'() probation oHice!'s \;11(1 \>.Tlrk for the 

::,t:ltl' or .\ri:ull:l. The Probatiun I1fficer lioes all thl' paperwork and leg 

\,( \r~, Illl t liL' fl'lon (OI1\.'C111 ill~J j Udgl'S) Superior Court l>1c-rks, l:OlUlty attomey~;; 

:llld, 0 r COllrSt~) tl1L' Co rrect i OIlS Departml'n t . 

Thl' Captain of l:nllUlltmity Relations for the Phoenix Polic(: Ilepartllll'J1t \v:ls 

the iIhli \'idu:Jl h'hO irnpr<:ssed me the most. J;ven though his roll' (loe;:, not 

plac<.' hi]!1 ill dirl'ct l'tlntact \dth ex-felons he) nevertheless, offered to hell' 

lllC' by gL'tt ing IlaJl1l'S or individuals who had restored their civil rights or 

of persons ,\'110 llal.lnot 1)othercu to do so. 1 must. confl'ss that the group \'.;ith 

l'l'stol'ed dvi 1 rivhts \\'l'rl' in a small minorit), ~ll1d not vcry he1!)ful. Thl'}' n\­

fused t(l :-'(1 into dl't:1i Is about the mechanics of goin¥ ahout tlll' rL'storinp 

(l f t hl'i r ml.11 c i vi 1 1'i ght s • 

'Illt' l'.\ ft.'lons, 1iJ,~e most of OUl' conulltnlity lIlembl'fs, are made up of <tIl 

tvpl'S o\" individwlls, ranging from the well-educated to the non-edw.:ated ones. 

The' 1'l,ll.i .... r Iltls fill trouble adjusting <lnt! usually is well orf fill,lIlcial1> so 

that lt~· ~';111 hi l'l~ a 1a\\Yl'r to do all the necessary protocol and restore his 

civil 1 iphts ,dthout ,Uly hassles. 
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1\iwt ri!:hts arc suspended upon conviction of a felony? 1\~lat is it that 

the ex-fc:lon has to suffer? A small djscussion of the Arizona Revised 

Statutes is necessary in order to l.flderstand the legalities with whidl the 

ex-felon has to deal. I\rizona Revised Statute J\Imotated § 13-1653 (1956). 

This law governs the person who IS convicted of a felony in the state of 

J\rizona. The law provi(les the following: A.R.S. § 13-1653 (A) "}\ sentence 

of impr isol1lJ1ent in the state prison for [my term less than life suspends the 

civil rights of the person so sentenced, and forfeits all public Qffict's and 

private trusts, authority or pOlver during such imprisonment." [A.R.S. AIllO­

tated § 13-1653 (1956)]. 

The effect of the statute on felons: With this law, a person of any 

t11Jl~ of profession, ,\,hether professional or unskilled, loses all his civil 

rights upon a felony conviction. Some of the rights which are suspended are 

important to all th(~ illdividuals concerned. To 11 married couple it could 

r1eaJl tlwt their marital relationship has been severeJ, or constitute grOlmcls 

for eli vorce. In other words, if either spouse is convicted of a felony the 

other has sufficient grounds for divorce. If an individual owns a business 

,dlich requires the purdlase of a license, the business will be suspended, if 

not transferred to a fmnily member, until one restores his civil rights. 

The psychological damage for the ex-felon comes when he tries to work 

back into society without any civil rights. In our type of society one has 

to fill out application fonns for all types of employment or agencies which 

nrc govcrIlmcnt-operatcd. You must disclose your whole backgrowlC.1, indicate 

whether you have ever been convicted of a felony, and, if so, when and where. 

This type of informat ion will later be checked aJld redlecked. Sometimes 

prior police records will be reason enough to prevent employment. Or, if an 
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individuaJ is ,Ul lUlskilleel worker wit)) no job prior to conviction, it is 

not easy for the ex- Celon to come back [mel begin to pick up the pieces [md 

lead a n01111al life. This usually ends up as a minus for the ex-felon Hho 

hecomes a repeater ,UlU returns to the state prison. Sometimes the unskilled 

\\'01'].;.('1' j s also tmaware of the la1'l and has never participated in the political 

aspects or society. The rights which are suspended go unnoticed. The ex-

felon lloL's not knm·; what he has lost. This is a good argtll11Cnt because 

ignorlUlce of t!le la", is the hip;gest problem in restoring ones' civil rights. 

\'.1wt if elJl individual is politically involved and is convicted of a 

felony? The suspension oEllis voting rights automatically occurs. He re-

mains \d thout them lll1til two years after his release and then only after he 

has JllndL' proper application to restore them. Some individuals who arc con-

victeu of a felony never understand or have knowledge of their civil rights 

suspension 8lld upon release continue to live non-politically without ever 

carin.l1 about their political civil rights. 

Statute Governing the Restoration of Civil Fights: A.R.S. Arm. § 13-

1741 - 1745. This section of the law governs the rules and re&TUlations of 

civil rights restoration for ex-felons. § 13-1742: (See Appendix I1-K) 

Deals Hith persons who are on probation. The person on probation has to ful­

fill his period of obligation under a probation officer. This occurs when 

a person is released and is not in prison, but remains under the guidance of 

a prohnt ion officer l.mtil his probation period is over. This felon has an 

easier 1 ire because he is never detad1ed from the outside environment and re-

mah1s free from prison walls with only periodic d1ecks with his probation 

officer. This person on probation has an easier access to his civil rights 

restorat ion because of the probation officer. The officer can do all the 
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requin.'J roJ tape if the ex-felon wishes to have his rights restored. All 

the ex-felon has to do is give written authorization to his probation officer 

to restore his civil rights. The Probation Officer files the required paper­

,,·ork lUld docs the legwork of going to the different agencies to get the 

person cleared. The probation officer does everything for the ex-felon from 

the bc(~inning, filing application fOTIllS, to the end process, going before 

the sentencing judge and requesting ex-felons I restoration of civil rights. 

(See f\ppend j x C) 

Ari:ona Revised Statute Arm. § 13-1743: This section deals with ex­

fclons who "maxcd out" or do all their time behind prison walls. This is 

the person for whom the pamphlet is intended. (See Appendix C.) 

I followed-up on this person because he is detained in prison for the 

tenn of sentence for whatever crime he committed. TIle tenn of sentenced 

completed which this ex-felon has to wait is a two -year period before he can 

apply for his civil rights. This two-year period is not a probationary 

period. The ex-felon is free to do as he wishes, but without his civil rights. 

So, afte r serving out his sentence, the ex-felon must endure two years whidl 

will be a time of adjustment. With no job waiting for him when he comes out 

the ex-felon is at a great disadvantage. After serving time and waiting the 

t1"0 years, the ex-felon Ivho wishes to restore his civil rights is not eligible. 

To apply there are, however, a few application fOTIllS to be filled out and at 

least thirty more days of waiting before the application can be valid. The 

rol1owing is what a "max out" must do: He must write or appear in person to 

the Department of Corrections and request his Certificate of Absolute Dis­

charge. 

The Certificate of Absolute Discharge is a form which certifies that he 
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has successJully mc't all requirements of the sentence and is no\\' eligible 

to ap!)ly for his civil rights. (See Appendix A and B.) 

The next step the ex-felon must follow is the requesting of 8.pplications 

Cor his civil rights restoration from the clerk at the Superior Court. This 

is a simple process because the fonns are given to you the very same day they 

are requl'sted. After fill in~~ out the forms and making s:ure one has the 

Certificate of }\J)solute Disd1arge attached to the application forms, the 

ex-felon em hcmd them back to the Superior Court Clerk. The matter is now 

in the hands of the Justice Department and the clerk must issue one copy to 

the COlUlty attomey from the county he was originally sentenced. 

If the county att0111ey l1as reason to deny restoration, he must notify 

the a]1pl iCUlt and the judge three days prior to the hearing date. The hear-

ing date is set not less than thirty days after the application is filed. 

The judge has the final say-so in the matter and he may overrule the county 

attomey I S reasons for denial. (See Appendix G.) 

In Arizona, the laws goveming the ex-felon are basically working against 

this individual. The reason I state this is because the ex-felon, like most 

other group;,;, is bas.icn.lly classified into another group. Society, in thi~ 

'" case, has outcast6d) this individual right out of a normal existence. This 
',-",f 

could be one of the reasons for offenders to become repeaters. The only life 

the ex-felon knows is the one he has lived. If we, as a society, do not work 

to get this individual back into the mainstream of our society, we are fail-

illg ourselves. I say this because we have nothing to lose by advocating a 

better society to train and educate the ex-felons aml by providing an atmos­

phere that allows him to work into our society. 

Arizona should join those states which have the automatic restoration 
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(llln, t hl')! arc' rl'll':lsl'd from st ute or fl'deral prison. 

In 11)" opinion, little attention has been givell to tllost, provisions that 

dL'priVl' l'x-felons or their civil rights. The statutory pr()vi~ions gO\'l'miIlt~ 

the evc'ntual 1'0sto1'at ion of such rights to the ex-felon upon his relL'a~;L' 

liaS al so JK'l'll nc'g It'd eel, especially in the state of Arizona. At the prl'sent 

t im(\, thl' l'x-fl'1on who "m<lxes out" elUl restore his civil rights all his 0\\'11. 

It is Ilot Jll.'cl'ssar), that a Imvyer is consulted for civil rights restor~ltion. 

\0 fec is illvolwd ill obtaining forms. The ex-felon nevertheless must eIl-
C( t" ~ 

duur the buremlcral')" which is involved if he does ueciul' to obtain those 

forms Oil his own. This is another reason why Arizona should adopt the auto-

matic system of civil rights restoration. The bureaucracy would then be 

l'l iminated. This \wuld save the ex-felon the embarrassmcnt of hackgrmmd 

invest igat iLms. At the smne time, this would save the state monies, by 

el iminat ing wmecl'ssary agencies which deal with ex- felons. 

Citizens IllllSt become fmlliJiar with the legislation which affects l'X-

fdons. \\'e must also alert the ex-felon to become more aware of tl1l' oppor-

tlmities hl' is missing by not restoring his civil rights. ~1cUly ex-felons who 

do not go through the restoration process never regain thei r vot ing powers. 

PolitkLms should become more aware of the political force behinll such a 

group as the ex-felon. For exrunple, in Maricopa Cmmty alone, approximately 

5,000 Sp,Ulish-summlll'd ex-felons have never applied for the restoration of 

d v il ri~~ht s. I f this group were to regain polit ical strength, it is poss ib Ie 

that slich 11 group could make it possible for the legislature to rupeal those 

statutes II/hich forbid ex-felons from automatically receiving their civil 

rights upon release from state or federal prisons. 

M1Uly ex-felons with whom I spoke nrc convinced thnt the two-year wait ing 
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pt'l'iu\! in .\l".',olla :1;':'] iv:; Dilly t(1 till' vA"fL'lon ,\Ill) 11:t;; l'I'):t.wd out", i ,L'" 

J't']L':l:;l'J !nll~l Pri~;(1Jl \\itllOut hvill~l placl'J 011 probat i()ll. They :lh;u f~'1t that 

thl'Y had all't'ady pnid their debt to ~ocil'ty by sl'l'dn); t11l'i1' SL'lltL'IlCL' and 

1,\' "l'la,:lll" (lut", hut 1111'Y still felt that they WL'n' :;ubjl'ctl..'d to th',) ~'l'(ll'S 

\11 hilrl'a~s)n(,llt hv ha\'in,~ to lUlllL'fgO thl' tnmecessa1'Y t\\o-l'L'ar hait ing Pl\ril1d 

h"fl1n' thl'ir ,'j\il rights coulJ be restored. SOllll' l'x-relons han' ,:Olll' so 

1':11' a,; til rl'!"tl';l' i(l :tfl!,ll' for thl'it certificate uf rl'storation as a way or 

tl'l! ill:. t11,' state' tllat it is eill tUljust period to \,'hkh they are suh,iectvd. 

Ly 1'efll:;j:ll,; t(1 apnly flll' l'I.'storation tlll'Y an' only injuring rhl'IllSl'h'l'> Ill' 

!l\lt h:n'illg ;lIlY cidl rights at all. This waiting period is lUljllSt. Tlh1~;l' 

illdiridu:II'; intl'rvil'hed, including tlll' jtKlge ,md all oHil,.'ials hi1'll wholll J 

:~p(lkl', a rv a 11 ill af!, l'l'l'llll'llt. TIll' ll'yi s 1 ature is the Ol1l\ hody that CtUl l'V ~ 

pL'al :~{l,'h a la\\, 

lInt' l'" rl'lOll that I intl'tviewl'd is a perfect L'X<Ullpll' or \dwt happl'ns tn 

all iIlllividual whn d(ll'~; not care to restore his L~ivil rights hl'Catlsl' of tIlt' 

Lttl'l':tlllTat ic red tapl' involved, and now because of tht, tUli'aimess of the 

!\v()"yvar hail in~l pl'rind. It sl~enK~d that the prison officials haJ tolJ. him 

that hl' could ill'WI' l'l'stOl'l' his civil rights. 'l1lis man did not kill anyolll', 

nil!, did Ill' roh anyOlH.'. Ill' was convicted of a felollY and did t\\u and one-hal r 

Yt'ars at tIll' statl' prislHl in Florence, Arizona. Ik'tWL'l'll the pc'dod of 1949 

all~l 195~ this intii\' idllal remailll'd in the Arizona State Prison. I Offl'l'l:ti 

t () g{l \\ it It h illl nnd he I p him obta in his appl icat ion 1'01111S, but hl' l'l.' fusl'lL 

Ill' st i II l'l'lI~'ll\hen\d till' statement thnt was made to him during his stay in the 

statl' pri~;lln, a pl'rind which occurred 23 years ago. 'I11is individual still 

1II,ti.lltaillvd that "I 'Vl' gone 23 years without them. What good would it d'l IlOW'? 

!\n, th~Ulk you! Sl'1'l'\,' the systc"ll1! II By the mere' fad that a prisoll official 
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11Jlv of t he \':ilr~; in hI! ich r suggest aiding ("x- fdons is by s~;tt ing up 

h(q'k :;hll!,S h'ithill th(.' nrison systelil. The workshops could he set up and 

1!1;\llltaillV,! 1);, tllL' nriS(lll('l'S themselVl's. Topics such as sociali:atioIl, t'!l-

iPlpll'lllt'lltvd h'it hill tilt, IUliversity curricultun classes \dlich L~Ollc(.'m lIltli\'id-

l1;1ls hlio <ll'V intt'l'l'stl'd in the area of corrections, i.e., School of S()L~ial 

\\urk, 1.;1\\', t'rimin:tl JustiCl'. Let's meet the ex-feloIl haH-way. Conlluct 

\.orbhnlh \\ itlt thePl. If the' LUliversity student is intc l'1:'st eLl in \\,(lrking hith 

lk'opk lL't 's bq~in by exposing him to the problems faced by the priSOllerS 

,lilt.! l'x-t'l'1011S. IC priSOIll'l'S get involved uncI nm M)rkshops in their mm 

illtl'rl'~;t~" \\l' :ll'l' llllltiniting them to teach us; ~Uld at the smne time, \.l' are 

aiding nl'!11 in associ:!t ing them with our s..:..:.iety upon tJwi r release. 

i\l' I: all , tlll'refure, ill rUTIn them or their civi 1 rights <tild ~lto", them hOh 

thl'Y call reston' thl'lll hy following the necessary procedures. 

12 



f'i . , , 

u 

TO: 

APPINDIX A 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

CERTI F I CATE OF ABSOLUTE DI SO lARGE 

Arizona State Prison No. --------------------
This is to certify that you have complied with the tenns of sentence and 

parole imposed and are hereby discharged as of _____________________ _ 
19 

The·\rizona Department of Corrections is happy, therefore, to issue this 
evidence of your complete discharge from parole and the sentence passed on 

19 

We express to you our good wishes for your future. We hope your conduct 
will be such that it will reflect credit to yourself and to society. 

Very truly yours, 

Director 

n[lted this ______ day of _______________________ , 19 ___ _ 
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APPENDIX B 

(SA1\1PLE LETTER) 

Dear: 

It has been PlY privilege to issue to you an Absolute Discharge from t.he 
custody of the nepartmcnt of Corrections. 

You have earned this Discharge and should be proud of your achievement. 

Attached is a copy of the laws relating to restoration of civil rights, 
should you care to proceed toward full restoration. 

Please contact the Division of Parole at emy time \-.le can be of service to 
you iJl the future. 

Congratulations on a job well done. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

J olm J. Moran 
Director 

be: Harold.J. Cardwell, Superintendent 
Arizona State Prison 
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APPENDIX C 

Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. Statute 13-1743 (Supp. 1973) 
Application::: hy Persons Discharged from Prison 
(Chap. 221, lIR388) 

A. Upon proper application, a l1crson who has received an absolute 
discharge from imprisonment may have any civil rights which were lost or 
suspenlled by his convict ion restored by the Superior Court Judge by ,dIom 
the person was sentenced or his successors in office from the COWlty in 
"'hkh he \Vas originally sentenced. 

B. A person 'vlio is subj ect to the provisions of subsection A m,lY file, 
no sooner thml t\'lO years fyom the date of his absolute discharge) an appli­
cation for restoration of civil rights that shall be accompanied by a certi­
ficate of absolute discharge from the Director of the Department of Correct­
ions. The clerk of the Superior Court that sentenced the appl icant shall 
have the responsibil it)' for process:ing applications for restoration of civil 
riphts upon request of the person :involved, his attorney or a representative 
of the State Department of Corrections. The Superior Court shall cause a 
copy of the application to be served upon the county attorney. 
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APPENDIX D 

IN TIn: SUPERIOR COURT OF TIrE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN A\)D FOR TIm COUNTY OF ~WUCOPA 

APPLI CATI ON FOR RESTOHAT ION 

OF CIVIL RIGIlTS OF 

APPLICANT ._---

Civil No. 
ORDER RESTORING 
CIVIL RIGI-ITS 

TIll: COURT having considered the application of ___ --;--_.,..--,-__ 
for restoration of civil rights filed herein, and it appearing that a copy of 
said appll cat ion has heen served upon the COlmty Attorney of 1I,laricopa COlmty, 
Arizona, and that said application is proper and should be granted. 

IT IS OPDERED that any and all civil rights of the applicant which were 
lost or suspended by the applicant's felony conviction be and they are hereby 
restored. 

JX)NE IN OPEN COURT this ____ day of _________ _ 19 

JUDGE 



:\PPENlJ I X F 

TJlr SlIPFPlOP COUPT OF TIll: STATE OF ATUZ(NA 

OF C I VI L IU crrI'S OF 

J:\ ,\'.;]) FOR TIfE COUNTY OF t-tNU COrA 

APPL I CN'lT 

Civil No. 
APPL 1 CAI'I ON FOR HESn)I~\I'WN 
OF CIVIL IUGIfl'S 
Discharged from State Pri~;on 

The ulldel'sigrll'd appliL'ant alleges: 

1. On. . in the Superior Court of ~1ariL'opa COlUlty, 
,\1' i ::ona j thl'ar)l)Ti-c~uit~lscon:vrcted of the crime of 

, a felony, in case No. --- tUlll \'Vas 
serltL'ilc(~1-t{)--tl1cl\r~izona State Prisoll. -----.----

2. On , a date two (2) or morc years before the 
date of this· application, the applicnnt received from the director of tIl(' 
Il('partlllL'llt or Correct ilIJ1S an absolute discharge from iJTlpri~;onment j a cert i­
ricatc or said discharge being attached to this application. 

TI!L l\PPLIC\yr RESPECI'HJLLY HEQlmSI'S that all of the appl ieant 's civil 
rights \"hich 'vere lost or suspended by said felony convict iOll be restored 
purswmt to the provisions of Arizona Revised Statutes title 13, sect ions 
1741, 1743 ,Uld 1745. 

T)atl'd this ___ ~_ day of ________ _ 19 ._,--' ----

ORDER 

IT IS {1RllERED that the foregoing application for restorat ion of civil 
rights is sl't for hearing in llivision No. of this court on the __ ._ day 
of , 19 at .m. 

-I)oiw ill-o·pen court this day of __________ . ____ , 19 ~ ____ . 

_ .. _._---- --_._-:-:-;_.- --.. -.•. ---- -_.... ---.~. 

Sentencing Judge or !lis successor 
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III C!\'J! Rll~!rrS ()l: 

;\P 1'1.\ 1 )j \ F 

,1 '!'! ld I 1l~ l \'( WI l \j 'I'll!: ST:\JF l)j: ;\1{ 1 :.:n\.\ 
!\ :\:,,)) ].1m TilL l:flINI'Y OF ~1i\RICl)PA 

Civi I :\l). 
/\PPLI Cf\TT ()\J Fnl( Rr~T(lRAT II )"\ 
CIVIl. l~J(~IT~ 

Dischan~ell from j:vdl't'al \'1'i:-;\)11 

J. Tlll' aplllk;mt is a legal l'l'sidl'I1t ofl\.laricopa Coullty, :\ri:~(lna. 
!Til , in the United States District Court, Pist ril:t 

III ... "-":tl1l'-~llll11TC-~Ult was convictL'd td' tltl.' I.'riml' of 
. . ....... .~- a ((·1 oIly, in case No. lUld was sentenl:l~~Ct ()' 1111." .'.' 

(t'~tl'ral Jl(\ldtl~Ilt i(1): at ------. . 
:;. (1Jl----- ----adrrtl;-h,;O· (2) t1r-illc)'rl~-};l;in's befort.' t1lC·J~!tl~"()r 

thi~; :lppl il.':lf(oil,' t1i<.;-:ij)!)lTcai'it receh'ell from the dirl.'ctor of tIll' Federal 
llllrL':lU l) j P r i sons an ahsolutl' discharge from pri son . 

. l, taj:\ l:l'rtifkate or tIl(' applicant's absolutl' (lisdwrgc' from dil'l'l'tol' 
cd thv kdvl"aj Bureau or Prisons is attached to this application; or 

(h) II' tIll' certificatl' referred to in the preceding paragraph is ll()t 

:\vailahll', stntl' tllL' reasons why it is impossible to obtain such certificate! 

Tln~ .\PPLIl:.\.\'T RJ:Sl'J:CTHJLLY RFQlJI:STS that all of t11(;' <lppliGUlt's cidl 
ri:,.ltt~; \dlkh \\l'l'l' l11~;t or sUspt'!1,k'd by said felollY cl)Jlviction he' rl'ston'l.! 
pllrSllimt to the prL1\rjsiOIlS of Arizona Revised Statut('s titll' }:>, sl'l'tions 1751, 
1 ~5:; :1Il,1 17:-i4. 

day of ______ ~_~ ___________ .. ' 197 ____ _ 

ORDER 

IT IS nRIJJ:Rl:)l that the foregoing application for restoratioll DC civi I 
ri~l.hts is s('t for Ilt'arin.l'. in division No. of this court on t11<.· 
() r , 1 ~)7 ut ·-Jf.- --

.. il()ill: iil' opl'll"t:ourt·--fliTs· ____ =--=-tl~iyo·r _. __ ............ ~._ ... ___ .. 
day 

, 1~7 



WILLS nF CI{ I \11 ~;\l, PROCrDITRE 
Hull' 29.2(a) Certificate of Absolute discharge from director of the Department 
of COrl'l'l:t ions 
Hull' 29. 3 Tlearin~l date 

Till' datl' Cor ll('arin~l th€:' applicat ion shall be set not less th~Ul 30 days 
artl'r the date th(' application is filell. 

Ruh' 29 A Responsl' by t:ll' cmmty attorney 

At least 3 days before the date of the hearing the COWlty attorney lIlay 
ri Ie 11 h'rittm response sott ing forth any re(!sons for opposin!! this app1 i­
l'atioll, Sl'l1d ill~l [) copy thl'reo f to the applicmlt tIDrl hi s attomey, if any. 

Pull' 29.5 nisposit ion 

I r an application is Jenied, the reasons therefor shall appear in the 
court's order. 

CC~1l\IENT 

The court has full discretion with respect to restoration of ri!!hts and 
v(lcatjoJl or conviction applications. Ariz. Rev. Stat. Arm 13-1745 
(Supp. 1972). The court is however required to state its reasons if it 
denies an application. Under Rule 35.6, a copy of an orcler clisposin)' of 
~Ul appl kat ion J11ust be sent to the applicant. This copy is often necessary 
to secure for the appl kant his restorell rights. 



I ~l TI IE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARI ZONA 
IN M'D FOR THE COUNTY OF 'MARICOPA 

Cause No, -------_T_h_e_S_'t_[,l_t_e_v_:_~_A_r_i_z_o_n_a_-Jl ORDER OF DISCHARGE 
FROM PROBATION 

IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to A.R.S., Section 13-1657 CD) and P.C.P, 27.4 
that defendant is hereby discharged from probation in this cause. 

DXfED this day of 1'1 ---------- ----------,., 

Judge of the Superior Court 

The clefendimt is advsied that A.R.S. Sections 13-1742 and 13-1744 provide 
as follows: 

§ 13-1742. Persons complet:ing probation 

A. A person whose period of probation has been completed may have 
any ci viI rights which were lost or suspended by his felony con­
viction restored by the judge who discharges him at the end of the 
tellH of probation. 

B. Upon proper application, a person Ivno has been discharged from 
probation prior to the adoption of this article may have any civil 
rights which were lost or suspended by his felony conviction restored 
by the superior court judge by whom the person was sentenced or his 
successors in office from the COlU1ty :in whid1 he was orig:inally 
convicted. The clerk of such superior court shall have the respon­
sibility for processing the application upon request of the person 
involved or his attorney. The superior court shall cause a copy of 
the application to be served upon the county attorney. 
As amended, Laws 1971, eh. 159 

§ 13-1744. Right of discharged probationer to withdrawal of plea of 
guilty or vacation of verdict of convict ion; release from 
disabilities; TIlru<:ing of application; plead:ing of conviction 
:in prosecution for subsequent offense. 

Every defendant who has fulfilled the conditions of his probation 
for the entire period thereof or who shall have been discharged from 
pro bat ion prior to the term:ination of the period thereof may at any 
time thereafter be pel1nitted by the court to withdraw his plea of 
guil ty and enter a plea of not guilty, or if he has been convicted 
after a plea of not guilty, the conrt may set aside the verdict of 
guilty. In either case the court may thereupon dismiss the accusations 
or information against SUd1 defendant, who shall thereafter be released 



APPENDIX /I 
(Continued) 

from all penalt ies and disabilities resulting from the offense or 
crime of which he has been convicted. The probationer shall be 
infonned of this right and privilege :in his probation papers. The 
probationer may make such application and change of plea :in person 
or by attorney or by the probation officer authorized :in writing, 
provided that in any subsequent prosecution of such defendant for any 
other offense, such prior conviction may be pleaded and proved and 
shall have the same effect as if probation had not been granted or 
the accusation or information dismissed. 
Added Laws 1970, Ch. 221. 



RE: Fxpi rnt ion of Prohation 
Dnu nrder of Discharge 

APPENDIX J 

(SAMPLE LETTER) 

(In 

Judge 
Maricopa County Superior Court 

·~-------~----Adjudged you guilty of 

you on prOD at ion for a period of 
, a (Misdemeanor, Felon-y"-) -, -an--'d'-p--:laced 

--~------~~-r~. 

---------------------------------
This is to inform you that your probation has ended. The enclosed copy 
is a legal docwnent which states that your probation on the above dlarge 
has been completed. 

Congratulat ions on the successful complet ion of your probat ion. 

Very tnlly yours, 

II. C. Du[ fie, Chief 
Adult Probation Officer 

Adult Probation Officer 

JUI 

Enclosure 



APPENDIX I 

(SAMPLE LETTER) 

RF' TCnJ1ination of Probation 

On . Maricopa COlU1ty Superior Court Judgc 
adjudgctf)'ou bruilty of --------
a ('ivlisdcmcanor , Felony) and placed you on probat ion for a per iod of 

This is to infonn you that your probation period has been tenninated due 
to your good conduct. The enclosed fonn is a legal docwnent which verifies 
the fact that your probation for the above charge has been terminated. 

r f there arc any questions concerning this matter, please do 'not hesitate 
to call IlIC. 

Very truly yours, 

H.C. Duffic, Chief 
Adult Probation Officer 

Adult Probation Officer 

JUI 

Enclosure 



APPLI\JIJIX K 

I~ TIIT: SUPERIOR COURT (W TIll S11ATE OF AlUZONA 
I~ 1\.\1D FOR TIm COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

Criminal Case No. 

APPLICATION OF DEFENDANT: TO 
WTTIIDHAW PLI:A OF (]lILTY OR: Tel 
VACATE AND SET ASIDE VEHDTCr OF 
GUILTY Al\JD ORDER SITrr~(; HEAmN(~ 
ON APPLICATION 

---

en u:s ~Oh' the defellJ,Ult (in person) 
of ricer) ,Ull l al1c.'ges: 

(by Il_ attomey) (by h_ pr(\hat ion 

1. That on the day of 
plcn of guilt:' hl':'eintotllc' crime of 
IJlli SdeIlll'<UlOrl; ~£ 

----, the defenchUlt entered a 
_~ __ a ([ClOIlY) 

1. 'j'lwt 011 tlll' (Iav of , a verdict of 
guilty was l'l'tul1lcd alilr'rcconl~d herein fincllng the defendant guilty of the crime 
of ___ . __ ~ ____ . _____ .___ , a (felony) (misdemeanor). 

2. That on the day of , this court cnt(:rcd it s i uJg-
ment of guilt on said-(plen or' gUil tY'fTvEmUct of guilty) and suspended the iin-
position of sentence upon the defendMt for a periou of (year(s) (months) 
from said Jate LUlU placed the defendant on probation under the charge lUlU sUlll'r­
vi s ion of n prohnt iOll officer of this court. 

3. 'I1wt the defendant has fulfilled the conditions of his probation for the 
entire period thereof [fill has heen discharged therefrom by (the court) (operation 
of law); or 

3. That the defendant has been discharged from probation prior to the term-
inat ion of the period thereof by order of this court entered on the ____ uay 
of -----

4. That attached hereto is llefenu[mt's authorization in writing for the 
probation officl'r to make this application on behalf of the uefenJrUlt. 

l\~IEREFORE the defenchmt requests that ( he be permitted to withdraw h 
plea of guilty to the crime charged and enteYa:"' plea of not guilty thereto) TFne 
court set asicle the verdict of guilty) and that the court dismiss the aCCllsat ions 
or infonnation ngainst h and that he be released from all penalties wld dis-
abil it ies resulting from--:rrle offense or crime of which he was convicted. 

DATEIl this ______ tiny of 

Applicant 

A(iaress 
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APPENDIX K 
(Cant inued) 

ORDER 

IT IS (lRDERnD that thc foregoing application is set for hcaring in (Criminal) 
Division of this court on the clay ('l f .. __ . ___________ , 
at .M. ---------""""--- -----
DATED this ___ day of 

A copy of the foregoing Application and (lrder was 
served on the COlnlty Attorney of Maricopa County, 
Arizona, this ___ day of ________ _ 

By 
-------------------,--






