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PREFACE : i
8 This report, one in the series on Capital Punishment published as
part of the National Prisoner Statistics (NPS) program, provides infor-
‘ mation on prisoners under sentence of death during calendar year 1973.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This report was prepared for the Law Enforcement Assistance
Administration by the Bureau of the Census. In the Law
Enforcement Assistance Administration, general supervision
was supplied by Charles R. Kindermann, assisted by Paul D.
White. In the Bureau of the Census, Crime Statistics
Analysis Staff, general supervision was supplied by

Robert P. Parkinson. John F. Wallerstedt directed the
project. The text was written by Mary K. Cantwell.
Collection of data was supervised by Kenneth R. Brimmer,
Demographic Surveys Division, assisted by Thomas W. Petersik.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

United States. National Criminal Justice Information and
Statistics Service.
Capital punishment, 1973.

(National prisoner statistics bulletinj no. SD-NPS-CP-2)
1. Capital punishment--United States—-Statistics.
I. Title. II. Series.
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36461610973 75-619081

The total number of such prlsoners is presented on a national, regional,
and State basis both for the begimming of the year and for the end. As
in past issuances of this series, inmates under sentence of death are
differentiated by age, sex, race, offense for which sentenced, and
duration of stay on death row; for the first time, they are also cate-~
gorized by marital status, level of educational attainment, and legal
status at the time of arrest, The réport also gives data for 1973 on
the number of new death sentences meted out and on the number of sentences
disposed of by means other than execution. It also includes information
showing trends in executions during the period from 1930 to 1967, the
year of the most recent execution in the United States, and data on
developments affecting.the legal status of capital punishment durlng 1973.
Two changes in format 1n1tlated in the report covering the years
1971 and 1972 were carried over into the 1973 study.

types of transactions resulting in the removal of the death sentence,

First, the various

including commutation, resentencing, graﬁt of new trial, and reversal
Second, the official
count of inmates under sentence of death now includes escapees, persons

of judgment, are combined into a single category.

returned to the courts for further adjudication, and inmates transferred

from death row to such noncorrectional institutions as mental hospitals. -  "

Based on a VUluntary reporting system, the NPS program was, instituted
to collect and interpret data on vnmates of State and Federal correctional
institutions. The program was 1n1tlated by the Bureau of the Census in
1926 and was transferred,to the Bureau of Prisons in 1950Vand to the Law
Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA) in 1971. Since 1972, the
Bureau of the Census, acting as collecting agent for LEAA,'has had

responsibility for compiling the stabistical data required.
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GENERAL FINDINGS

The number of prisoners under sentence of death in the United States
declined by 55 percent during 1973, the second straight year in which
there were fewer inmates on death row at the end of the year than at the
beginning. %n January 1, 1973, a total of 359 prisoners were under sen—
tence of death,! During 1973, an additional 42 persons received the
death penalty, but 3 inmates were released from custody, 1 was killed
after having éscaped from prison, and 235 had their death sentence status
changed as a result of commutations, resentencings, grants for a new
trial, or reversals of judgment. Thus, on December 31, 1973, the death
row population numbered 162. All were under the jurisdiction of State or
District of Columbia correctional authorities, there having been no inmates
under sentence of death in Federal prisons at any time during the year.

Following at least a decade during which the yearend death row popu-
lation rose annually, the downturn in 1973, following that in 1972,
stemmed directly from the unprecedented number of changes in death sen-
tence status in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court finding in the case of
Furman v. Georgia, June 29,.1972, that the death penalty, as imposed up

to that time, amounted to "cruel and unusual punishment" in violation of
the Eighth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. Subsequent
to that decision, many Séates began to revise their death penalty statutes
in an attempt to meet the objections of the Court. Pending completion of
such legislative action and in the face of actual or anticipated challenges
to such action in the courts, a majority of the States continued the prac-
tice, begun in 1972, of reviewing death sentences handed down before Furman
and of invoking the death penalty rarely, if at all. The number of changes
in death sentence status effected in 1973 was the largest in any year since
1961, except for 1972. The number of death penalties meted out in 1973 was

1Figure revised from that appearing in Capital Punishment 1971-72, NPS
Bulletin SD~NPS-CP-1, December 197L4, to reflect 30 prisoners sentenced to
death before January 1, 1973, who were not reported by the States in
earlier counts and 1 prisoner who was erroneously listed on death row in
1972, The 30 prisoners previously unreported are listed as "other admis-
sions" in Tables L, 5, and 6, in accordance with past NPS practice,
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the lowest recorded in any year since at least 1961. Moreover, death
sentences were imposed in only seven States in 1973.

At the beginning of 1973, 27 States and the District of Columbia
held prisoners under sentence of death; 23 States had no such inmates.
During the next 12 months, the number of prisoners being held for execu-
tion declined in 23 of the 28 jurisdictions having such inmates on
January 1, including 9--Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Kansas,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Texas, and Washingbon--in which the number was
reduced to zero., The number rose in four States--Florida, Massachusetts,
North Carolina, and Utah--and remained the same in one--Mississippi.
Thus, abt yearend 1973, 18 States and the District of Columbia held pris-
oners under sentence of death; 32 States did not.

Regionally, the South showed the highest proportion of condemned
prisoners at the end of 1973. Moreover, only in the South was the death
row population dispersed in more than a few States., Ten of the 17 juris-
dictions in the South (including the District of Columbia) held inmates
awaiting execution at the end of 1973, compared with 3 of the 9 States of
the Northeast, 3 of the 12 States of the North Central Region, and 3 of
the 13 States of the West. Furthermore, in the Northeast, the North
Central Region, ani the West, one State alone accounted for a majority
of the region's death row population, Massachusetts, for example,
accounted for 7. percent of all prisoners under sentéﬁce of death in the
Northeast, Illinois for 61 percent of those in the Norﬁh Central Region,
and California for 81 percent of those in the West. With 30 inmates
awaiting execution at the end of 1973, California had the largest number
of prisoners under sentence of death, and accounted for 19 percent of the
national total. It was followed by Massachusetts, with 25 death row
inmates, and North Carolina with 22.

Prisoners under sentence of death

The typical inmate under sentence of death at the end of 1973 was
a 31l-year-old male high school dropout who had been convicted of murder
and who had already spent 37: months on death row. Blacks made up 50
percent of the prisoners under sentence of death; except for one American
Indian and one Oriental, the remainder were whites.

On December 31, 1973, the median age of prisoners on death row
was 31 years, compared with 30 years at the end of both 1971 and 1972,
The youngest inmate under sentence of death was ‘age 19; the oldest was
age 73. The median age was slightly higher in the North Central Region
(35 years) than in the other three regions., Tt was 31 years in the
Northeast and 29 years in both the Soubh and the West., Florida's median
age of 2/, years was the lowest among the Statesi Georgia's median age of

38 years was the highest.

As in past years, males predominated overwhelmingly on death row,
Only three women, two in Georgia and one in North Carolina, were under
sentence of death at the end of 1973.2 Three women who were held under
such status in GCalifornia at the beginming of the year had their sen-
tences reversed,

Blacks historically have made up a proportion of the death row pop-
ulation in excess of their representation in the national population. At
the end of 1973, they accounted for exactly half the total. On a regional
basis, the proportion of blacks among prisoners under sentence of death
was highest in the South (63 percent), lowest in the North Central Region
(28 percent). When considered in relation to the proportion of blacks in
the total population of each region, however, black overrepresentation on
death row %as shown to be less pronounced in the South than in the other
three regions.

Murder traditionally has accounted for the preponderance of death
penalties handed down in the United States. At the end of 1973, 146
prisoners, or 90 percent of those on death row, had been convicted of
murder. Of the remaining 16 inmates, 13 had been convicted of rape,

1 of kidnaping, 1 of assault by a prisoner serving a life term, and 1
of burglary. All inmates under sentence of death for rape had been
sentenced by jurisdictions in the South. Of those awaiting execution
for rape at the end of 1973, blacks accounted for.69 percent, a propor-
tion lower than that at the end of both 1971 and 1972.

20ne of the women under sentence of death in Georgia was not reported
in either 1971 or 1972, although she was sentenced in 1958.
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Excluding five prisoners for whom marital status data were not
reported, 43 percent of the inmates under sentence of death at the end
of 1973 had been married at the time of their first imprisonment for a
capital offense, 18 percent had been divorced or separated, 3 percent
had been widowed, and 36 percent had never been married. When these
proportions were compared with those ascertained by the 1970 census for
the civilian male population age 18 and over, the most nearly comparable
group, it was shown that prisoners on death row were much more likely
never to have been married or to have been divorced or separated than
their counterparts in the general civilian population. The proportion
of black inmates who had never been married was 41 percent, compared ,
with 30 percent among white inmates.

Information on the number of years of school completed at the time
of first imprisonment for a capital offense was collected for 128 of the
162 prisoners on death row on December 31, 1973, Of these 128, 77 percent,
had cermpleted 8 years of formal education, but only 27 percent had finished
high school and only 5 percent had received any college training; 15 per-
cent had no more than a sixth grade education. These figures show that
prisoners under sentence of death at the end of 1973 had markedly lower
levels of educational attainment than the general civilian population,
Among inmates whose level of educational attainment was reported, blacks
had had slightly more schooling than whites. Whereas 75 percent of the
whites had completed 8 years of formal education, the proportion among
blacks was 79 percent. Thirty percent of the black inmates under sentence
of death had been graduated from high school, compared with 25 percent of
the whites, Six percent of the blacks and five percent of the whites had
some college training,

Of the 130 prisoners on death row at yearend 1973 for whom the
relevant information was reported, 80 percent (87 percent of the blacks
and 72 percent of the whites) had been neither in prison nor on probation
or parole at the time they were arrested for their capital ¢ffense. Of
the remaining 26, 14 were on parole at the time of their arrest, 5 were

in prison, 5 were on probation, and 2 were escaped convicts,

Of the 162 prisoners under sentence of death at yearend 1973, 127
had been sentenced under statutes enacted before the Furman decision,
as shown in the following tabulation.

Sentenced under Sentenced under

pre-Furman statutes revised statutes

Al abama 2 0
Arizona 3 0]
California 30 0
District of Columbia 1 0
Florida 12
Georgia 10 0
I1linois 11 0
Indiana 5 0
Kentucky 5 0
Louisiana 10 1
Maryland L 0]
Massachusettis 25 0
Mississippi 1 0]
Missowri 2 0
New York 2 0
North Carolina 0 22
Pennsylvania 7 0
Utah L 0]
Virginia _3 0

Total ‘ 127 35

More than one-fifth of the inmates under sentence of death at the
end of 1973 had received the death penalty during 1973. By contrast,
37 prisoners had spent at least 8 years on death row, the longest period
of time being 25 years and 7 months.® The median number of months was
3%, roughly the same as at yearend 1972 but substantially higher than
during the 1960's. Regionally, the North Central Region recorded the

A

3The prisoner who had spent the longest period of time on death row
was not reported in either 1971 or 1972, although he was sentenced in
1949 in Georgia,
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Plepositions Lrom the desth penalty

The stetus of 239 death row inmates was changed during 1973. Most
recelyved legoor senbences as the result of such actions as commubations,
resentenedngs, reversals of judgment, and grants for new trials. Three

prisoners, however; were released from custody, and one was killed after
escaping from prison.
¢rime in more or less the same proportion in which each type of crime
prevailed among the total death row population, Similarly, distribution
by race was fairly proportional to that of the racial composition of the
population under sentence of death, Median age was 27 years among those
inmates whose death sentence status was changed during 1973. Almost half
had spent at least 4 years on death row before their death sentences were
The median number of months spent under sentence of death was

The dispositions were distributed by type of

put aside.
L), compared with 46 for those whose death sentence status was changed

during 1972.
Executions

The year 1973 was the sixth in a row during which no one was exe-
cuted in the United States., The last execution took place in Colorado on
June 2, 1967. During the period 1930-67, 3,859 persons were executed
under civil jurisdiction——-3,826 by State authorities and 33 by the Federal
Government.4 Of the total executed, 3,334, or 86 percent, had been con-
victed of murder; 455, or 12 percent, had been sentenced for rape; and the
remainder had been found guilty of such offenses as robbery, kidnaping,
burglary, sabotage, aggravated assault, and espionage.

Some three~-fifths of the executions in the United States during
1930-67 were carried out in the South, as shown below.

Total ; 100%
Federal 1%
State 99%
Northeast 164
North Central 104
South ~ 60%
West 13%

4buring this period, the U.S. Army (including the Air Force) carried
out 160 executions--148 in 1942-50; 3 each in 1954, 1955, and 1957; and
1 each in 1958, 1959, and 1961. Of the total, 106 were for murder
(including 21 involving rape), 53 were for rape, and 1 for desertion.
The U.,S. Navy has executed no one since 1849,
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The largest single number of executions (366) took place in Georgia,
followed by New York (329). Three other States-~California, North
Carolina, and Texas--each carried out more than 200 executions during
the 1930-67 period.

Over the 38-year period, blacks accounted for 5/ percent of those
executed, whites for 45 percent, and members of other races for 1 percent,
The proportion of executions involving blacks varied significantly from
year to year. Blacks made up some 72 percent of all those executed in
the South during 1930-67; corresponding proportions for the Northeast,
North Central Region, and the West were 29 percent, 36 percent, and 16
percent, respectively. The imbalance in the proportion of executions
involving blacks was most pronounced with respect to rape. Whereas
blacks accounted for 49 percent of those executed for murder during
1930-67 (and l4 percent of those executed for "other" offenses), they
made up 89 percent of those put to death for rape. In 9 of the years
during the 1930-67 period, blacks constituted all of those executed for
rape, and only in 3 years did the proportion fall below 80 percent. With
the exception of seven executions in Missouri, all executions of blacks
for rape took place in the South. »

Of the total of 42 executions involving members of racégfother than
white and black, 19 concerned American Indians; 13, Filipinos; 8, Chinese;
and 2, Japanese., Except for two American Indians executed for rape, all
had been convicted of murder. During 1930-67, a total of 32 women were
executed, including 2 who were put to death by Federal civil authorities.

Legal status of the death penalty

At the time of the Furman decision, 39 States and the District of
Columbia had statutory authority to invoke the death penalty for a
variety of crimes ranging from murder to armed robbery; 11 States had no
capital punishment statutes. Between June 29, 1972, the date of the Furman
decision, and December 31, 1973, only 1 of the 11 States previously without
death penalty statutes instituted capital punishment: the voters of
California reinstated by referendum the legislation annulled earlier by
the Statg Supreme Court. Of the 4O jurisdictions with capital punishment
statutes at the time of Furmsn, 18 subsequently enacted revised laws that

were still in effect on December 31, 1973, and 1 (Termessee) passed
revised legislation that was declared unconstitutional by the State
Supreme Court before the end of.i973. The Delaware Supreme Court (in
November 1972) and the North Carolina Supreme Court (in January 1973)
struck down provisions of pre~Furman laws that left the imposition of

the death penalty to the discretion of a judge or jury or allowed a jury
to recommend mercy upon convicting a person of a crime legally punishable
by death, but allowed other provisions of the statutes to remain in force.
The remaining 19 jurisdictions had tsken no final action by yearend 1973'
to revise existing laws or enact new ones, althougﬂ By the end of the year
courts in at least 4 of the 19 had declared existing legislation to be
unconstitutional in light of the Furman decision,

Revised capital punishment statutes have been designed to overcome
the U.S. Supreme Court objection that the old laws allowed thé death
penalty to be imposed in such an arbitrary and capricious manner that
they were in violation of the Eighth Amendment prohibition aga{hst
"eruel and unusual punishment." These revised statutes attempt to
eliminate all possibility for the‘discriminatory application of the death
penalty by meking it mandatory for all who are found guilty of committing
certain crimes, especially for Specifically defined types of murder, such
as murder of a law enforcement official, murder by a prisoner serving a .
life sentence, murder for pecuniary gain, and murder during the perpe-

_tration of a felony. Some States continue to authorize the death penalty

for all premeditated murders or for rape, burglary, arson, and treason,
In addition to specifying in detail the types of crimes that constitute
capital offenses, most revised statutes also make imposition of the death
penalty contingent upon at least one aggravating circumstance to the
crime and no mitigating circumstances. These circumstances, varying from
jurisdiction to jurisdiction, are spelled out separately in the statutes
and are generally weighed by the jury or Judge at.séparabe sentence hear-
ings. Whether or not the revised statutes meet the criteria set_down in

the Furman case remains to be determined by the courts.
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METHODOLOGY

This report is based upon information for 1973 provided by correc- '
tional authorities in the 50 States and the District of Columbia in
response to a mail canvass and upon historical data appearing in previoae
reports in the Capital Punishment series. |

In the mail canvass, each Jjurisdiction was asked to complete a form
for each prisoner under sentence of death during 1973, providing 1nfor-
mation on such characteristics as sex, race, date of birth, offense for
which sentenced, legal status at time of arrest, marital status and
educational attainment at time of imprisonment, date of first sentence
to death, and status on December 31, 1973. Included in the count were
condemned persons in States granting principal jurisdiction to the
county of conviction if such persons had at any time entered a State
correctional facility. Excluded were prisoners under sentence of death
who remained within local correctional systems pending exhaustion of the
appeals process or who for other reasons had not been committed to prison
at the time of the canvass. If a capital sentence was imposed for more
than one offense, only the most serious was tallied, although secondary
offenses were footnoted. Multiple counts of the same offense were
treated as a s1ng1e offense, Incomplete data, as well as information
inconsistent with earller years, were augmented or clarified through

telephone followups to the mail canvass. The final response rate was
100 percent.
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NOTE: Excludes 33 Federa! executions carried out in the United States during the period covered.
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; Table 1. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United States, by race, offense, and year: 1930~73
' (For years 1930-59 excludes Alaska and Hawaii except for three Federal exscutions din Alaska: 1939, 1948, 1950)

I
g ' A1l offenses Murder Rape Other_offenses* L
il Year Total =~ White Hlack  Other Total White  Hlack OLher Total White  Black Other Total White Black f
. Allyears 3,859 1,751 2,066 42 3033k 1,664 1,630 40 kS5 48 405 2 3% 3 '
b Prrcent 100.0  45.4  53.5 1.1 100.0 49,9 489 1,2 100.0. 10,6  89.0 - 0.1 00,0 55.7  Ah.3
E 1973 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
L 1972 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
v 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1970 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0
; 1969 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ;
1968 0 ‘0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 "
o 1967 2 1 1 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 »
1966 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
o 1965 7 6 1 0 7 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 !
: 1964 15 8 7 0 9. 5 b 0 6 3 3 0 0 0 0 4 =
L 1963 21 13 8 0 B 12 6 0 2 0 2 0 1 1 0
! 1962 L7 2 19 0 L. 26 15 0 L 2 2 0 2 0 2
/ = 1961 42 20 22 0 3 18 15 0 8 1 7 0 1 1 0
% o 1960 : 56 2 35 o W 18 26 ] 8 0 8 0 L 3 1
! 1959 49 16 33 0 Boo1s 26 0 8 1 7 0 0 0 0 .
b 1958 19 20 22 1 20 20 1 7 0 7 0 1 0 1 .
1957 ; 65 34 31 o Sk 32 22 v 10 2 8 0 1 0 1 .
; 1956 85 2 i3 1 52 20 3l 1 12 0 12 0 1 1 0 3,
S 1955 76 b o 32 0 65 41 2, 0 7 1 6 0 4 2 2
5 1954 81 38 )2 1 n 3y 33 1 9 1 8 0 1 0 1
| 1953 62 30 3 1 510 25 25 1 7 1 6 0 4 A 0 :
& 1952 83 36 Wy 0 7L 35 36 0 12 1 n 0 0 0 0
§ 1951 105 57 A7 1 87 35 31 1 7 2 15 0 1 0 1 ¢ e
B 1950 82 40 42 0 68 36 32 o 13 4 9 0 1 0 1
| b
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Table 1. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United States, by race, offense, and year: 1930-73—continued

(For years 1930~59 excludes Alasks and Hawaii except for three Federal executions in Alaska: 1939, 1948, 1950)

. All offenses Murder Rape —.Other offenses?
Year Total  White Black Othex Total - White  Black Other Total White Black Other Totial White Black
1949 119 50 67 2 107 49 56 2 10 0 10 0 2 1 1
1948 119 35 82 2 95 32 61 2 22 1 21 o] 2 2 0
947 153 L2 111 0 129 L0 89 4] 23 2 21 o} 1 o] 1
1946 131 L6 8l 1 107 45 61 1 22 0 22 0 2 1 1
1945 117 41 75 1 Y 37 52 1 “6 4 22 0 1 0 1
1954 120 47 70 3 96 L5 48 3 2, 2 2 0 0 0 0
1943 13 54 T 3 ns 5l 63 1 13 0 1 2 0 Q (o]
1942 U7 67 80 0 15 57 58 0 25 A 2 0 7 6 1
1941 123 59 63 1 102 55 46 1 20 I 16 0 1 0 1
1940 124 49 75 o] 105 Lty 61 0 15 2 13 ¢} 4 3 1
1939 160 €0 7 3 145 79 63 3 12 0 12 0 3 1 2
1938 190 96 92 2 154 89 63 2 25 1 2L o] n 6 5
1937 57 69 T 4 133 67 62 4 13 2 12 0 1 0 1
1936 195 92 101 2 181 86 93 2 10 2 8 [} 4 4 o]
; [ 1335 199 119 7 3 184 115 66 3 13 2 1 0 2 2 0
: 1B 168 65 102 1 154 6l 89 1 1 1 13 0 0 0 0
: 1933 160 77 81 2 151 75 4 2 7 1 6 0 2 1 1
--1932 140 62 75 3 128 62 63 3 10 0 10 0 2 0 2
1931 153 77 72 4 137 76 57 4 15 1 Ay 0 1 0 1
1930 155 90 65 0 7 90 57 o] [ 0 [ o] 2 o] 2

 Includes ‘25 armed robbery, 20 kidnaping, 11 burglary, 6 sabotage, 6 aggravated agsault, and 2 espionages
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Table 2. Prisoners executed under eivil authority in the United States, by State and Year: 1930-73
Region and State Total 1973 1972 1971 1970 1965-69 1960-64; 1955-59 1950-54 1945-49 1940-L)  1935-39 1930-34,
: United States 3,859 o] 0 0 0 10 181 304 413 639 645 891 776
$ y ¢ -
R b Federal 33 0 0 0 ¢] o} 1 3 [ 6 7 9 1
Total State 3,826 o 0 0 0 10 180 301 407 633 638 882 775
i Northeast 608 0 0 0 0 0 17 51 56 7 10 L5 155 ;
i Maine xx xx xx xx xx xx xx x=x xx xx xx xx xx
New Hampshire 1 o] o] o] 0 o] [o] 0 (0] 0 0 1 0 :
i Vermont & 0 0 0 0 ) 0 0 2 1 ) 0 1 i
Massachusetts 27 0 o] 0 [} 0 0 [o} 0 3 [ 11 7 i RS
Rhode Island 0 0 (o] 0 (0] o] o] (0] [¢] o] o] [o] o] g
Connecticut 21 0 o] 0 0 0 1 5 0 5 5 3 2 ;
New York 329 0 [0] o 0 o] 10 25 27 36 78 73 80 ;
New Jersey h 0 xx o} 0 0 3 9 8 8 6 16 2L ;
Pennsylvania 152 o] 0 0 0 0 3 12 19 21 15 41 B ;
s North Central 403 0] o] 0 [o] 5 16 16 42 6l L2 113 105
®  Ohio 172 0 0 0 0 0 7 12 20 36 15 39 43 ;
Indiana . 41 0 o] o (0] 0 1 0 2 5 2 20 11 lig
TNlinois 90 0 o 0- 0 0 2 1 8 5 13 27 34 !
Michigan 0 xx xx xx XX XX 0 (¢] 0 0 [¢] 0 0
Wisconsin xx xx xx xx XX xx XX pod xX xx XX xx xx
Minnesota X xx xx pod XX Fed xx Xx xx Xx xx xx xx
Iowa 18 200 xx xx xx ble's 2 o] 1 A 3 7 1
Missouri 62 0 0 o] 0 1 3 2 5 9 -6 20 16
North Dakota o] o] o] 0 4] [o] 0 0 o] 0 o] o] 4]
Scuth Dekota 1 o (o] o] 0 0 o] [y} 0 1 0 pog xx
Nebraska L Q o] Q o} o] 0 1 1 2 [0] (o} -0 :
Kansas 15 0 (o] o] 0 I 1 0 5 2 3 0 XX I
|
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Table 2. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United States, by State and year: 1930-73—continued
B Region and State Total 1973 1972 1971 1970 1945-69 A1960-64  1955-59 195034, 1945-L49 1940-LL - 1935-39  1930-34
South 2,306 ) 0 0 ) 2 102 183 m 419 113 521, 119 -
Delaware 12 0 0 0, 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 6 2 b
‘Maryland 68 0 0 U o] © 0 1 L 2 19 26 10 6 '
District of Columbia 40 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 3 13 3 5 15
- Virginia : G2 0 0 0 0 0 6 8 15 22 13 20 8 5
West Firginia 40 xx X% ax x0¢ xx 0 4 5 9 2 10 10 e .
North Carolina 263 0- o} 0 0 (0] 1 5 hv 62 50 80 51 ‘ . 5
- South. Carolina 162 0 [} o] o 0 .8 10 16 29 32 30 37
Georgia - 366 0 0 0 0 0 1k, 34 51 72 58 73 81,
& Florida - 170 o] o] 0 0 "0 12 27 22 27 38 29 15
‘Kentucky *103 [o] ] o} 0 0 1 8 8 15 19 34 18 L
Tennessee : 93 (o} 0 0 o} I} 1 7 1 18 19 31 16 -
Alabama 135 [o] “ 0 0 0 1 L [ ik 21 29 41 19
Mississippi 254 S -0 ) o] 0 10 21 15 26 34 22 26
Arkansas 118 o o] o] 4] 0] 9 7 1 13 2 33 20 ;
% Louisiana 133 0 0 o} o 0 1 13 1 23 2l 19 39 %
Oklahoma “ 60 0. -0 0 o] 1 5 3 A 7 6 ‘9 25 ‘
Texas o 97 & 0 0 0 0 29 25 49 36 38 72 48 ;
West 509 0 0 0:: G 3 45 51 é5 76 73 100 96
Montana ; . 6 - 0 0 .0 Q. 0 0 o] 0 o 1 L 1 .
Idaho 3 0 0 0 o] [¢] (o] 1 2 0 ] (o] 0 :
Wyoming 7 0 0 ¢} e 1 0 (] 0 o] 2 1 3
Colorado . - 47 o] (4] o] 0 1 5 2 1 7 6 9 15
New Mexico ‘ 8 0 0 o] 0 0 1 1 2 2 0 0 2 ;
Arizona 38 0 [o} 0 o 0 A 13 2 3 é 10 7 "
Utah 1 [¥) 0 Q 0 o] 1 4 2 1 3 2 0
Nevadsz <0 ., 29 ) ) 0 0 0 2 0 9 5 5 3 5
Washington L7 0 0 S0 -0 ) 2 2 e 7 9 13 10
Oregon 19 b’ B X kX xx 1 0 4 3 6 1 1-
. Califarnis 292 XX xx 0 0 1 29 35 39 45 35 57 51
- Alaska* P x= xx xx xx X xx be’s 0 0 0 ] 0 o] 4 <
Rawaldl xx B e ool oxx xx 0 .0 0 0 0 0
: NO;IE: X signii‘ies that \‘(.he, death penalty was illegal. o : S
Alaska and Hawaii are included in series beginning January 1, 1960, except for three Federal executions in Alaska. 3
s : }//
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Table 3. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United States, by offense, race, and State: 1930-73
Qther offenses
. Armed Kid-
N A1l offenses — Murder Rape — Total robbery naping Other®
\ Region and State Total White Black Other Total White Black Other Total White Black Other Total White Black White Black White White Black
United States 3,859 1,751 2,066 42 3,334 1,664 1,630 40 455 48 405 2 70 39 31 é 19 20 13 12
Percent 100.0 86.4, 11.8 1.8
Federal 33 28 3 2 15 10 3 2 2 2 0 0 16 16 0 2 o} 6 8 0
Total State 3,826 1,723 2,063 40 3,319 1,65, 1,627 38 453 46 105 2 54 23 31 [ 19 1 5 12 ‘
Northeast 608 . u2f, 177 7 606 k22 177 7 0 0 0 o} 2 2 0 o} o 2 0 o * -
Maine xx xx xx peod xx xx x xx xx xx xx XX XX xx xx xx xx 200 xx xx
H New Hampshire 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 [} ¢} [} 0 0 0 s} [} 0 0 0 o} 0
! Vermont 4 L 0 0 L A ¢} 0 0 o o} o} 0 0 0 0 [} 0 o} o}
; Massachusetts 27 25 2 0 27 25 2 0 (o} 0 0 0 o} 0 0 0 G 0 0 0
1 " Rhode Island 0 0 (¢} 0 [¢] 0 o} 0 0 0 0 o] o] [¢] 0 o] 0 0 o] 0
¢ Cornecticut 21 18 3 0 21 18 3 o} 0 ¢} 0 0 0 o] 0 0 [} 0 0 o}
£ 8 New York 329 234 90 5 327 232 90 5 [} 0 o] 0 2 2 0 0 o] 2 o} 0
S - ’ New Jersey 7 L7 25 2 h L7 25 2 [o} (o} 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 [o} o] o} B
IV Pennsylvania 152 95 57 0 152 95 57 0 [¢] 0 0 0 o 0 0 o} 0 0 0 0
- North Central 403 257 1k 2 393 . awh 137 2 10 3 7 0 (o} 0 0 0 o} 0 [} 0 \
i Ohio 172 104 67 1 172 104 7 1 [o] [o] (o] "0 0 0 [o] o} 0 o] 0 0 g
: Indiana 41 31 10 0 41 31 10 0 0 0 0 o} o] 0 [o} 0 o} o] o] 0 L3
I1linois 90 59 31 ] 90 59 31 0 o} ¢} 0 0 [¢] [} 0 0 0 0 0 o}
Michigan® 0 0 0 4} [y} o} o} 0 0 0 o} 0 0 o] 0 [o] C 0 (s} o}
Wisconsin® 0 0 0 o o 0 0 ) 0 0 0 0 ] ) 0 ] 0 ] 0 0
Minnesota xx pod xx > xx xx xx xx xx 6% o d plod xx xx Xx xx *>x XX Blod xx
Towa® 8 18 0 0 s 18 0 o} 0 0 0 o} o} 0 0 0 0 0 0 o} I
Missouri 62 29 33 0 52 26 26 0 10 3 7 0 o] o] o} 0 0 0 0 o] T
North Dakota 0 0 o] 0 [} 0 o} [0} 0 o} 0 0 0 o} 0 0 o} 0 0 0
South Dakota® . 1 1 0 o .1 1 0 0 0 0 0. .0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0 .
Nebraska 4 3 0 1 L 3 0 1 o] 0 0 (¢} 0 o . 0 0 0 0 0 o} T,
Kansas® 5 2 3 .0 15 12 '3 0 0o o o o 6 0 o o 0 0 0o .0 -
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Table 3. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United States, by offense, race, and State: 1930~73—-contimied

Region and State

Other offenses

Armed Kid- R
All offenses Murder Rape Total robbe naping Other

Tvtal White Black Other

Total White Black Other Total White Black Other = Total White Blsok White Black White

White Black

South 2,306 637 1,659 10 1,82, 585 1,231 8 443 43 398 2 39 9 30 4 19 5 0 1
Delaware® 12 5 7 (o} 8 L i o L 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ) 0
Maryland 68 13 55 0 Ly 7 37 0 2l 6 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 )
District of Columbia 10 3 37. .0 37 3 3 0 3 (o} 3 0 0 0 0 0 o} o} 0 0
Virginia 92 ~ 17 75 0 7 7 5L 0 21 0 21 o} 0 0 0 0 0 o} 0 0
West Virginia® 0 31 9 0 36 28 8 0 1 ) 1 ) 3 3 0 0 0 3 0 0
North Carolina 263 59 199 5 207 55 149 3 47 4 41 2 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 9
South Carolina 2162 - 35 127 0 120 30 90 0 42 5 37 o} 0 0 0 0 o} 0 0 0
Georgia 366 68 298 0 299 65 234 o] 61 3 58 0 6 0 6 o] 6 0 0 0
Florida 1170 57 113 0 133 55 78 0O 36 1 35 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
Kentucky 103 51 52 o 88 47 B 0 10 1.9 0 5 3 2 3 2 0 0 0
Tennessee 93 27 66 0 66 22 U, 0 27 5 22 0 s} 0 0 0 0 0 o] 0
Alabama 135 28 107 0 106 26 & 0 22 2 20 0 7 0 7 0 5 0 0 2
Mississippi 154 30 12, 0 130 30 200 0 21 0o 2 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 o} 0
Arkanses g 27 90 1 99 25 1 19 2 17 o} 0 0 0 0 0 ) 0 0

[ lLouisiana 133 30 103 0 né6 30 8 0 7 o 17 0 0 0 o} ) 0 0 0 0
Oklahoma 60 42 15 3 54 40 1 3 L 0 I o} 2 2 o} 1 0 1 o} 0
Texas 297 11, 182 1 210 101 108 1 8 13 mn 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 0 0

West 509 405 8 21 496 393 82 2 o} 0 0 o} 13 12 1 0 0 7 5 1
Montana 6 L 2 o} 6 L 2 0 0 0 o} 0 0 0 0 0 o} 0 0 (o}
Tdaho 3 3 0 o} 3 3 o} 0 0 0 0 0 0 s} o} 0 0 0o} 0 0
Wyorting 7 6 1 0 77 6 1 ] 0 o} 0 0 6 0 o} 0 ) 0 0 0
Ooloratdt (A BEAY 5 1 I B A ] 5 1 o} 0 0 0 0 (0} 0 0 v} 0 0 0
New Mexico 8 6 2 0 8 6 2 0 0 0 0 0 o} 0 0 0 (o} 0 0 )
Arisona 38 28 10 0 38 28 10 o} o 0 0 <] ° (o} ] 0 0 0 0 )
Utah 13 13 0 0 13 13 0 0 0 ° 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nevada 2 27 2 o} 29 27 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Washington 47 K 5 2 46 39 5 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
Oregon 19 18 3 0 19 16 3 o o} 0 0 0 0 (o} o} 0 0 0 o} 0
California 292 221 53 18 280 210 52 - 18 0 (o} 0 o} 2 1n 1 0 0 6 5 1
Alaska® 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hawaii® 0 0 ) ! 0 0 0 0 ) 0 0 0 0 ! 0 0 0 0 0 0

NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during entire period covered by this table.

‘In this category, the 8 Federal executions were for sabotage (6) and espionage (2). The 9 executions in North Carolina rnd the 2 in Alabama were for
burglary. In California, the 6 executions were for aggravated assault committed by prisoners under a life sentence,

35¢e Table 24 for periods during which death penalty was in effect.
Alaska snd Hawaii abolished capital punishmant in 1957, when territories. As States, Alaska and Hawaii are included in the series beginning January 1, 1960.
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i Table 4. Movement of prisoners under sentence of death: 1961-73
Number of prisoners 1973 1972 1971 1970 1969 1968 1967 1966 1965 1964 1963 1962 1961
Under sentence of death, January 1 1929 620 2¢o7 521, L9 434 415 351 322 298 268 266 219
Received death sentence during year L2 75 104 127 97 102 85 118 86 106 93 103 140
Other admissions® 30 0 n 33 33 20 [ 0 12 3 7 7 0
Executed during year 0 o 0 0 0 0 2 1 7 15 21 47 42
~ Median time elapsed from sentencing
to execution {in months : 0 [ 0 0 o] o] 0 L5 20.5 16.0 20v5 156.2
Other dispositions® 239 365 102 76 a5 77 69 53 62 70 L9 61 51
Median time elapsed from sgntencing ,
to disposition (in months) Lo b 46,6 52,2 - 54.4 35.7 32,6 40.8 31.7 33.3 23.5 22,4 16.6 18.7
§ Under sentence of death, December 31 162 330 620 608 524, 479 434 415 351 322 298 268 266
! Median time elapsed from sentencing
i to December 31 (in months) 37.6 37.0 39.7 36.7 39.2 33.2 28.9 29.5 30.8 26.8 24,0 16.7 .4
H

*7otal for 1-1-73 was revised from that reported in Capital Punighment 1971-72, NPS Bulletin SD-NPS-CP=1, December 1974, to include one prisoner in

California who was incorrectly reported as awaiting execution on 12-31-72.

Zqotal for 1-1-71 was revised from that reported in NPS Bulletin No. 46, August 1971, to exclude two prisoners in Florida, one in Iouisiana, and one
in Georgia who were incorrectly reported as awaiting execution on 12-30~70 and to include one prisoner in Louisiana and two in Pennsylvania who were

incorrectly excluded from the count of those awaiting execution on 12-30~70.

[ SIncludes prisoners sentenced in previous years but reported late to the NPS program, as well as prisoners returned to death row after previously
being reported as either escaped or transferred to a mental hospital.

Includes commutations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, other forms of release from the death sentence, and deaths other than
exgeutions.,

Sprior to 1968, includes those prisoners who were not reported to the NPS program until the following year.
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: Table 5. Movement of prisoners under sentence of death, by offense and race: calendar year 1973
. LN
{
: Reported under v i Dispositions Reported under death
: sentence of Received Removed from gentence on 12-31-73
i death on from Other . death gentence Year received
. Offense 1-1~-73 court admissions™ Total status® Died Total 1973 Prior years v
Total United States 2329 2 30 239 238 1 162 Xl 121
: White 161 14 17 . 113 113 0 79 1 65
j Black 167 27 13 126 125 1 81 26 55 o .
i : Other 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 v
i 8 4 e 4 4
I Murder 296 34 29 212 1 ué 33 113
# L White 5152 11 17 107 ¢107 0 ‘73 11 62
S Black 1,3 422 12 106 105 1 71 ‘21 50
. Other 1 1 0 V] o] 0 2 1 1
R Rape 26 57 0 20 20 0 513 87 6
AR White 4 ®3 0 3 3 0 4 ¢3 1
foe ot Black 22 A o} 17 17 o 9 A 5 .
: I8}
S 8 Kidnaping 3 0 0 2 2 0 1 0 1
[ White 3 0 0 2 2 0 1 0 1
i Loy Black 0 0 o] 0 0 0 0 o] o]
Lo Robbery 1 0 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 e LB
5’ S White 0 o] o} 0 0 o] o o] 0
' Black 1 0 1 2 2 ¢] 0 0 0 .
fg‘ o f Assault by life prisoner 3 o 0 2 2 0 1 0 1 o
RO White . 2 0 (o] 1 1 0 1 o] 1 .
: Black 1 o] [o] 1 1 0 0 o o] i
Burglary 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 ‘
White 0 0 0 ) 0 0 0 0 0
s Black o] 1 0 0 0 o] 1 1 0 .
. 4 *Tncludes prisoners sentenced in previous years bub reported late to the NPS program, as well as prisoners returned to death row after previously being ' a
Fo regorted as either escaped or transferred to a mental hospital.
[ Includes commtations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, and other forms of release from the death sentence. :
R 35ee Table 4, footnote 1. ;
. T *Tncludes one murder/rapes
> e S Includes one rape/burglary. ¢
o Includes one murder/burglary. ; -
i |
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calendar year 1973

Movement of prisoners under sentence of death, by race and State:

Table 6.
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¢ calendar year 1973

by race, offense, and State, and by age and State

soners received from court under sentence of degth,
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Table 7.
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Table 7. Prisoners received from court under sentence of death, by race, offense, and State, and by age and State: calendar year 1973—-continued
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calendar year 1973

Table 8.

Prisoners received from ¢ourt under sentence of death, by highest grade of schooling completed, race, and State:
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calendar year 1973~~continued
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Table 9. Prisoners received from court under sentence of death, by marital status at time of imprisonment, race, and State:
calendar year 1973-—continued

Total Married Divorced or separated Widowed

Never married

Region and State Total White Black Other Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black Total

White Black
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Hawaii
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NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal duriﬁg the entire year.
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calendar year 1973

Prisoners received from court under sentence of death, by legal status at time of arrest, race, and State:

Table 10.

© Escaped from prison
Total White Black ‘Total White Black
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and State:

Teble 11.

PR

Prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by race, offense, and State, and by method of disposition, offense,
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Table 11, Prisoners disposed of by means other than exscution, by race, offense, and State, and by method of disposition, offense, and State:
calendar year 1973-—continued

C

3

2 t of dispogitio]
P Total Wnife Hemoved from under sentence of %gugg

- nive —_ Black
: Region and State Total Murder Rape Other® Total Murder Rape Other Total Murder Rape Other Murder Rape her’

F
&
2]

Virginia 2
! West Virginia
i North Carolina
South Carolins
Ceorgia
Florida
Kentucky
Tennessee
Alabama
Missigsippi
Arkansas
Louisiana
Oklahoma
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Wyoming
Colorado
New Mexico
Arizona’
Utah
Nevada
Washington
" Oregon

: California
Alaska
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s NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year.

' Includes commutations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, and other forms of release from the death sentence.
2TIncludes one murder/burglary in North Carolina, ! .
®Includes one robbery in Alabama (black); one robbery in Oklahoma (black); and 2 kidnapings (both white) and two assaults by life prisoners (one white :

one black) in California. !
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Table 12, Prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by age at disposition and State, and by time elapsed from sentencing to disposition and
State: calendar year 1973

(Includes commutations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, other forms of release from the death sentence, and deaths other than executions)

Total Age gt time of disposition Elapsed time (in months)
Region and Stater dispositions Under 21 2]1=25 2630 31=35 Over 40 Under 12 12-23 235 36=47 L8-T1 Over 71
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Table 12. Prisoners disposed of by means other than exscution, by age at disposition ard State, and by time elapsed from sentencing to disposition and

State:

calendar year 1973-—continued
(Includes commutations, resentencings, reversals; grants for new trials, other forms of release from the death sentence. and deaths other than executions)

Region and State

Total

dispositions

__._______AELA._Q.Z._____L__
30 31-35

Under 21 2125

t time of disposition

3640

Over 40

Under 12

Elgpsed time (in months)
12-23 24=35 3047
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Virginia

West Virginia
North Carolina
South Carolina
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calendar year 1973

(Includes commitations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, other forms of release from the death penalty, and deaths other than executions)
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Prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by highest grade of schooling completed, race, and State:

Table 13,
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—
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Total White Blsck Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black

Region and State
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calendar year 1973

Teble 4.

Prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by marital status at time of imprisonment, race, and State:
(Inciudes comrutations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, other forms of release from the death sentence, and deabhs other than executions)
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Divorced or separated
Total White Black
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113 126 U 36 38 38
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Table 14. Prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by marital status at time of imprisonment, race, and State:
(Includes commutations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, other forms of release from the death sentence, and deaths other than executions)

calendar year 1973-—contimed

Region and State

Never married

Divorced or separated
Total White BPBlack

Total White Black Total White Black = Total White PBlack Total White Black

Unknown
Total White Black
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North Carolina
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Kentucky
Tennessee
Alabama
Mississippi
Arkansas
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Texas
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Montana
Idaho
Wyoming
Colorado
New Mexico
Arizona
Utah
Nevada
Washington
Oregon
California
Alaska
Hawaii
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NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year.
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calender year 1973

Prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by legal status at time of arrest, race, and State:
(Includes commtations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, other forms of release from the death sentence, and deaths other than executions)

Table 15.

s e i i i e Sl
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Total White Blaclk

Total White Black Total White Black
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Not_under sentence On_probation On _parocls In prison Escaped from prison
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Table 15, Prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by legal status at time of arrest. race, and State: calendar year 1973——continued
(Includes commtations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, other forms of release from the death sentence, and deaths other than executions)

Total Not_under sentence On_probation On parole In_prison Escaped_from prison Unkriown
Region and State Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black . Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black
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West Virginia
Nerth Carolina
South Carolina
¢ Georgla
o Florida
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Tennessee
Alabama
H s Mississippi
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. Louisiana
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Arizona
Utah:
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Washington
Oregon
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‘NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegel during the entire year.
1 Information not reported by California.
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Year received
é5

1973 Prior years

Total White Black Other White Elack Other White Black White Elack White Black White Black White Black White Elack Other White Black Other

26

December 31, 1973
Burgla

Asgault

by life

Kidnaping _ Robbery _ prisoner

Rape®

Marder®

3

11 offenses
79

Priconers under sentence of death, by offense, race, and State, and by year received, race, and State:
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Year received
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December 31, 1973~—continued
Burglary
Hlack White Hlack White Hlack White Black White Black Other White Black Other

by life
prisoner

Assault

Prisoners under sentence of death, by offense, race, and State, and by year received, race, and State:

Table 16,

_Kidnaping _ Robbery

te Black Other White Black Other White Black Wlite

.. Rape®

Marder®

11 offenses

Total

Region and State
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ludes one mmrder;/repe in North Carolina.

xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year.
3Includes one rape/burglary in North Carolina.
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Table 17. Prisoners under sentence of .death, by age and State:

December 31, 1973—continued

A

Region and State

Total

Age (in years)

Under 20

3
B

W
&
&=

35-39

L40=ists

1549

50-54

55 and over

[
2
3

&
.
E
B

age

Virginia
West Virginia
North Carolina
South Carolina
; Georgia
Florida
Kentucky
Tennessee
‘Alabama
Mississippi
Arkansas
Louisiana
Oklahoma
Texas

Wyoming
Colorado
New Mexico
Arizona
Utah
Nevada
Washington
Oregon
California
Alaska
Hawaii
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NOTE:

Median age not computed for less than five cases.

xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the enhire year.
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December 31, 1973

Prisoners under sentence of death, by time elapsed since sentencing and State:

Table 18.

onths )
37-48

Elgpsed tims

97 and
over

Median

85-90

73-84

61-72

49-60

1924 '25-36

13-18

Less than 4 46 712

Total

Region and State
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December 31, 1973—continued

Prisoners under senténce of death, by time elapsed since sentencing and State:

Table 18.

sed time (in months)
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Prisoners under sentence of death, by highest grade of achooling completed, race, and State: December 31, 1973
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Table 19.

9th=11th grades

Total Wixiis Black Other Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black Other Total White Black

Prisoners under senterice of death, by highest grade of schooling completed, race, and State: December 31, 1973--continued

Unlmown

Total White Black Total White Black Other

college

A
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12th grade
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6th_prade or less Zth_grade »
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Region and State
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TInformation not reported by Celifornia.

NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year.
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December 31, 1973—continued

Prisoners under sentence of death, by maritsl status at time of imprisonment;, race, and State
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December 31, 1973
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Table 21. Prisoners under sentence of death, by legal status at time of arrest, race, and State:

Unknown

ison
Total White Black Other Total White Black Other Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black Total White Black Other

Escaped
from pri

In prison

On parole

o—

On probation

Not under sentence

Total

Region and State
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Teble 21, Prisoners iinder sentence of death, by legal status st time of arrest, race, and State: December 31, 1973-—continued
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Table 22. ' Women executed under civil authority in the United States, by year, offense, race, and State: - 1930-73%

{Includes State and Federal executions)

Offense

Year Total Murder Other” White State in which executed

All years 32 30 2 20 12 « e e
1962 L 1 o] 1 [} California
1957 1 1 0 1 0 Alabama
1955 1 1 0 1 0 California
1954, 2 2 0 1 1 Ohio ,
1953 3 1 2 3 o} Alabama, Federal (Missouri and New York}
1951 1 1 o] 1 [o] New York
1947 2 2 0 1 1 California, South Carolina
1946 1 1 0 0 hE Pennsylvania
1945 1 1 0 0 1 Georgia
1944 3 3 0 o] 3 Mississippi, New York, North Carolina
1943 3 3 o] 1 2 South Carolina, Mississippi, North Carolina
1942 1 ) o] 1 0 Louisiana
1941 1 1 0 1 0 California
1938 2 2 0] 2 s} I1linois, Ohio
1937 1 1 .0 0 1 Mississippi
1936 1 1 0 1 o] New York
1935 3 3 0 2 1 Delaware
1934 1 1 [+ 1 0 New York
1931 1 1 0 1 0 Pennsylvania
1930 2 2 0 1 b Arizona, Alsbama

*Includes one kidnsping and one espionage case (both Federalj.
#No executions singe 1962,
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Table 23. Federal executions in the United States, by year, offense, race, and State: 1930-73%
Offense Race

Year Total Murder - Kidnsping®  Other®. White Negro Americsn Indian State in whieh executed

 A11 years 33 15 6 12 28 3 2 e
1963 v 1 0 0 1 0 0 Towa
1957 2 0 [} 2 2 ¢} 0 Georgia
1956 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 Missourd
1954 1 1 0 o} 1 0 [0} New York
1953 L 0 2 2 4 0 0 Missouri (2), New York (2)
1950 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 Alaska
1948 5 5 By 0 3 2 0 Califorpia (3), Alaska (1), Florida (1)
19,5 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 Wyoming
1943 1 1 o} 0 1 o} 0 Tennessee
1942 6 0 0 6 6 0 0 District of Columbia
1939 1 1 0 o 0 0 1 Alaska
1938 5 2 1 2 5 0 0 Kansas (2), Tllinois 213. Indiana (1); Michigan (1)
1936 3 2 1 0 2 0 1 Indiana (1), Arizona (1). Oklahoma (1)
1930 1 1 0 0 1 0 0

Kansas

Under the Federal kidnaping sﬁatute prior to 1968, the death benalty could be imposed if the vietim was not released unharmed. In all of the

cages in this table but the one in 1936, the victim was killed by the kidnaper.

9Includes 2 cases of rape on a Federal reservation (1957), 2 cases of espionage (1935), 6 cases of sabotage (1942), and 2 cases of bank robbery
with homicide (1938).

*No executions since 1963.
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Table 24. Legal status of the death penalty in the United States:u 1846-1973

Region and State

Legal status at the time of the
Furman decision, June 29, 1972

Laws enacted and/or court decisions handed
down since Furmsn decision with effective

.date prior to January 1, 1974

Federal

Northeast
. Maine
New Hampshire

Vermont
Masgsachusetis
Rhode Island
Connecticut
Néw York

New Jersey
Pennsylvania

North Central

Ohio

Indiana
I linois
Michigan
Wisconsin
Minnesota,
Towa
Missouri

North Dakota
South Dakota
Nebraska
Kansas

South

Delaware

Legal,

‘

Legal

Partially abolished (1965)%
Legal

Partially abolished (1852)°
Legal

Partially abolished (1969)*
Abolished (January 1972)
Legal

Legal

Legal

Legal

Abolished (Partially abolished 1847P 3 abolished 1963)
Abolished (1853

Abolished (1911

Abolished (Abolished 1872; restored 1878; reabolished 1965)
Legal (Abolished 1917; restored 1919) ‘

Partislly abolished (1915)°

Legal (Abolished 1915; restored 1939)
Legal ’

Legal (Abolished 1907; restored 1935)

Legal (Abolished 1958; restored 1961)

Abolished (Abolished 1876; restored 1883; reabolished 1887)

None

None

Statutes were declared unconstitutional by
the State Supreme Court. '
None

None

Statutes were revised on 6-26~73.

Statutes were revised on 10-1-73.

None

None

None

Statutes were reviged on 12-22-72.
Statutes were revised on 4-2/~73.
Statutes were revised on 11-8-73,
None

None

None

None

Statutes were declared unconstitutional by
the State Supreme Court on 9-11-72.
None

None

Statutes were revised on 4~21~73.
None ’

Discretionary provisions oft the 1961
legislation were struck dows by the State
Supreme Court on 11~1-72; remaining
provisions statutes were declared to be
constitutional.
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i i Table 24. Legal status of the death penalty in the United States: 1846-1973—continued
&
i ; Laws enacted and/or court decisions handed
vy - Legal status at the time of the down since Furman decision with effective
% } Region and State Furman decision, dJune 29, 1972" date prior To January 1, 1974
i
L Maryland Legal Statutes were declared unconstitutional by
zv the State Court of Appeals.
1 District of Columbis Legal None
: Virginia Legal - None
West Virginia Abolished (1965) None
North Carclina Legal Discretionary provisions of the existing
legislation were struck down by the State
] Supreme Court in January 1973; remaining
: provisions were declared to be constitutional.
South Carolina Legal None
QGeorgia Legal Statutes were revised on 3-28-73.
; Florida Tegal statutes were'revised on 12~8-72.
o Kentucky . Legal Statutes were declared unconstitutional by
o ’ T . the State Court of Appeals on 2-16-73.
o Tennesseo Legal (Partially abolished 1915'% restored 1919) Statutes were revised on 5-8-73, but were
x 3 declared unconstitutional by the State
; Supreme Court.
g Alabama Legal None
3 Mississippi Legal None
§ Arkansas Legal Statutes were revised on 7-24-73.
i Louisiana legal Statutes were revised on 7-2-73.
%’ ".Oklahoma Legal Statutes were revised on 5~2-73,
34 Texas Legal Statutes were revised on 6-14-73.
3 West
Montana Legal None
Idaho Legal Statutes were revised on 3~17-73,
Wyoming Tegal Statutes were revised on 2-24=~73.
Colorado Legal (Abolished 1897; restored 1901) None
: New Mexico Partially sbolished (1969)° Statutes wers revised on 3-20-73.
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Table 24, Legal status of the death penalty in the United States: 1846-1973—continued

Region and State

Legal status at the time of thg
Furman decision, June 29, 1972

Lsws enacted and/or court decisions handed
dovn since Furman decision with effective
date prior to January 1, 1974

Arizona
Utah
Nevada
Washington
Oregon
California

Alaska
Hawaii

Legal (Partially abolished 19168; restored 1918)

legal

Legal

Legal (Abolished 1913; restored 1919)

Abolished EAbolished 191Y; restored 1920; reabolished 1964)
Abolished (February 1972)

Abolished €1957§
Abolished (1957

Statutes were revised on 5-14-73,

Statutes were revised on 7-1-73,

Statutes were revised on 7-1-73,

None

None .

Statutes in effect before February 1972 were
restored by referendum in November 1972.
None

None

NOTE: "Legal" signifies that the death penalty could be imposed for murder.

In the case of Furman v. Georgia, June 29, 1972, the U.S. Supreme Court found that the death penalty as presently administered constitutes "cruel and
unrusual punishment" in violation of the Eighth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

The revised statubtes, most of which provide a mandatory death penalty

for specified types of murder, represent an attempt on the part of the States to enact capital punishment statutes that will eliminate the possibility

of arbitrary application and thus conform to the standards set down in the Furman decision.

determined by the courts.

The constitutionality of such statutes remain to be

2Death penalty retained for persons convicted of first—degree murder who commit a second "unrelated" murder, and for the first~degree murder of any
law enforcemant, officer or prison employee who is performing the duties of his office.

3peath penalty retained for persons convicted of commitiing murder while serving a life sentence for any offense.

*Death penalty retained for persons found guilty of killing a peace officer who is acting in line of duty, and for prisoners under a life sentence
vwho mirder a guard or inmate while in confinement or while escaping from confinement.

SDeath penalty retained for treason.

Partisl abolition was voted in 1846, but was not put into effect until 1847.

:Death penalty retained for treason and for first—degree murder committed by a prisoner who is serving a “"{e sentence for first-degree murder.
“Death penalty rotained for rape.
SDeath penalty retained for the crime of killing a police officer or prison or Jail guard while performing his duties, and in cases where

the jury recommends the death penalty and the defendant commits a second capital felony after time for due deliberation following commnission of first

capital felony.

Death penalty retained for treason.
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