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1 MZ. JEANNIE GREGORI: Good morning. We are
2 going to go ahead and get started. And someone left
3 their breakfast up here, Corn Flakes.

4 MS. INEZ CDOM:

5

5 MS. JEANNIE GREGORI: I want to thank

7 everybody for coming and spending their Time with us on
8 Saturday, and I want to welcome you to New Mexico and

9 to the Cffice for Victims of Crime, our victims’
10 roundtable.

11 My name is Jeannie Gregori, and I'm the chief
1z of staff at the Office for Victims of Crime. And I

ust wanted to make sure that everybody should have a

14 table tent and name tags. nd I want to apoclogize.
15 Qur database crashed, so if vyvou don't have a printed

16 table tent, that's why. BAnd that's why nobody has
17 printed name tags. And sc we will work on that when we

18 get back.

15 But everybody should also have a blue

20 resource file, and 1f you open that real guickly -~

21 MZ. INEZ ODOM: If you don't have one, raise
22 yvour hand.

23 MS. JEANNIE GREGORI: Yeah, if vou don’t have
24 one, we'll get vou one. Okay. If you wanted to look
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1 late, just letting everybody have Time to get to the
2 room. But then we're going to talk more about why
3 these bright lights are in here and the purpose of this
4 meeting as we move along. And we'll talk a littie bit
5 about the Office for Victims of Crime and what we do.
& But then after that, it's going to be vour
7 turn to talk to usg, and especially The survivors and
8 the victims, about what your needs are; what you didn't
9 get from the system; what you did get: what didn't go
10 wall; what did go well; and just to kind of share with
i1 us your thoughts.
1z And then the advocates and service provider
13 will also have an opportunity to talk to us, because
14 is the first time that the Office for Victims of
i5 Crime has ever gone out to the field to really listen
16 firsthand to the victims and to the survivors and fo
i7 the service providers. But we'll get more into that as
18 we talk about what's going to happen.
19 Right now, though, I would like to go back to
20 the resource folder, and so everybody should have an
21 agenda. And then we do have a sign-in sheet that by
22 after lunch, we're going This is really
23 important so we can get in contact with vyou, and we
24 will be following up with some notes from this meeting.

s0 we want to make sure that we know how to do
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1 that. And so we'll collect these after lunch, if vyou
2 could fill those out.
3 And our letterhead said we were going to make

iittle information bocklet. Well, we didn't get all

sbim
[t}

5 of the victim information forms back, so we can still
& do that. So if you did not fax this form to our

7 ~ffice, please go ahead and complete it and just make
8 sure we get that, and we'll go ahead when we send back

10 informaticonal booklet.
i1 End I'11 stop there, and with that, I would
1z 1ike to introduce the director of the Office for

14 He is the first Senate-confirmed and political
i5 appointee to the Office for Victims of Crime, and he is
16 the first-ever crime victim who has headed up the

i7 Office for Victims of Crime.

18 So with that, John Gillis.
i9 Thanks, Jeannie. Good

20 morning, in, iet me say welcome to
21 vou. We're really pleased and honored that you tock
22 time out of your busy schedule to be with us today.

23 It's guite an honor for us.

24 You know, when I first got to the Office for
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1 I wanted to do was go out and talk to the victims, to
2 the crime victims, and find out what the system is

3 doing for you; where we've failled; and what we can do
4 to better serve crime victims.

5 So we've had one in California The first
5 one was held in California; the second cone was in

7 Boston; and then one in Phoenix. And this is the third
8 one, third of probably about eight or ten that we're
g going to hold. They keep holding their fingers up,

0 telling me I can’t count.

1 MS., INEZ ODOM: Four.

z MR. GILLIS: It's four. Okay, this is
3 the fourth one. S0 we will have a few more of these
4 across the country. This is the first one that we've

7 how we can betfer serve you.
8 As I say, this is for victims. We're here to

9 talk to victims. It's not for service providers,

O although we will listen to you later on in the day. We
i really want to hear from the crime victims.

2 Before I go any further, I want to read a

3 letter to vou from the U.S. Senate. It says, "Dear

4 Friends: I am writing to express my appreciation for
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i and to call attention to the many problems faced by

Z of crime. As you all know, crime ~- and

3 viclent crime in particular -- is still on the rise in
4 Native communities across the United States.

5 Unfortunately, there is a group of victims of crime in
& these communities that is growing every day.

7 "Your efforts to provide services and comfort
8 to these victims are to be heralded. I believe that

9 better efforts at law enforcement will also, in the

i long run, reduce significantly the crime rate and

i1 lessen the pain of crime’s casualties.

iz "Our nation was shaken on September 11th by
i3 the brutality and senselessness of the terrorist

14 attacks in New York and Washington, D.C. In the months
15 since then, the families of the victims have put asids

16 their deep pain and loss and begun te rebuild their

18 American history have we as a pecple committed to help
18 the victims of the 11th and help them shape a brighter
20 future for themselves.

21 "1 commend President Bush, Attorney General
22 Ashcroft, and Director Gillis for their efforts to

23 include the victims of crime from Indian communities in
24 this ongoing dialogue and believe that together we can

make a brighter, safer future for all Americans.”

o
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1 And it’'s signed "Ben Nighthorse Campbell,

2 Vice-chairman, Committee on Indian Affairs.”

3 And with that, I will turn it back over to

4 Jeannie.

5 MS. JEANNIE GREGORI: We do have copies of

6 that letter 1f anybody is interested and they would

7 like one. It is a faxed copy, and we will have an

8 original copy sent out to you in the notes when we send
9 that back.
10 I would like to introduce now Judge William

11 Tohnson, to have him say a few words to us.

1z JUDGE WILLIAM JOHNSON: Good morning,

i3 everybody. My name is I work as a

14 tribal judge in three pueblos: the Fueblic of Laguna,
15 who I'm representing today; the Pueblo of Isleta; and
i6 the Pueblo of Cochiti. I'm also a private attorney and
17 a musicilan.

i8 I would like to welcome those of you from out

of state, from Washington, and thank vou for showing up

20 here and providing us a forum to let vyou know just how
21 bad it is in Indian Country in terms of the crime,

22 criminal activity, and the victims that are suffering
23 these very bad acts that we have within our own

24 communities.
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1 happen for us will listen rveal close and appreciate
2 that we do need assistance, and that's why we're
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3 showing up here on a Sat

4 in hand and our open minds, and hope that we can all
5 accomplish much more than has been done.

gain, I welcome you all from out of state
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7 and those of you from in state who had to drive in from
g the surrounding areas. We have a large state, and I

5 know you've come a long ways to be here, and I thank

10 you ail, as well. And I hope we have a good day.

11 Thank vyou.

1z MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you.

i3 MS. JEANNIE GREGORI: Thank vou, Judge

14 Johnson. HNow I would like to introduce Inez Odom, and

15 she 1s going to explain to us these lights.

16 MS. INEZ CDOM: BAha! The lights, the lights.
i7 Well, good morning, everyone. I'm really happy to be
18 here. My production company is called IMO Productions,

i9 we've been hired by the Office for Victims of Crime to

ot
oy
6]
o}
Q
ot
]
e
4
et
-

20 essentially go with them around
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documenting the roundtables.

27 5o, as you see, there are some ladies and
23 gentlemen who are worh with me today on this
24 project, and basically we are here to document this, as

4+

25 well as I know John, because I've done guite a bit of
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1 facilitation, deing a lot of law enforcement itraining.
2 And so I'11 be facilitating today's meeting,
3 and sc you'll see me. And actually my colleague, Ena

3

Newell, in the purple ~- some of you met Ena; she’'s

5 waving her hand -- will be passing the mike around to
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And truly, vou know, the big trick here is:

g Don't look at the lights. That

10 thing. BAnd it’s a pretty soft light, but it's just to
i1 give you a nice, even tone.
1z What we're going to be doing in terms of our

13 process and agenda is that I would like to take vou

3
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15 I'd really 1ike to have each person just give me your
i6 name, where vou're from, and just a guick thumbnail.

i7 So if we can just go around and find ocut who is in the
18 room,

19 Because then I'm going to be giving vyou ample
20 Time to actually really talk about the things that vyou
21 have on your minds and hearts. BAnd so we just want to
2z make this as brief as possible.

23 So with that, I'm going to come around and

24 we'll TJust do a gulick round-robin. And I personally
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1 M3. ADA PECOS MELTOM: Good morning. I'm

Z Ada Pecos Melton. I'm from the Pueblo of Jemez, but I
3 currently live here in Albuguergus.

4 Ms. CHRISTINE BUTLER: GCood morning. My name
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7 MS. BROOKE CANYON: Good morning. I'm Brooke
8 Canyon, and I'm from the Navajo Nation, and I'm from

9 Tuba City also.

10

Jond
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iz .

i3 MS. BEVERLY WILKINS: Good morning. I'm

14 Beverly Wilkins, and I represent the Muskogee Creek
is Nation and Cherry Nation of Oklahoma.

16 ¥MS. BARBARA SCOTT-RARICK: Good morning. My
17 name is Barb Scott-Rarick. I'm from the Navaioc tribe.
18 I'm half HNavajoc and halfl Southern Ute. My clans are
19 the Bear

21 I'm from

22 Nasqgualle

23 Island tribe, the Skokomish tribe, and the Shoalwater
24 Bay tribe.
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i and I'm from Taos Pueblo in HNew Mexico.

Z MS. SHARON CLAIRMONT: Good morning. My name

3 is Sharon Clairmont. I'm Lakota. I'm from South

4 Dakota, the Rosebud Reservation, but I'm presently

5 living in Tesugue. And I thank you all.

& MS. FRANCIS ONSTAD: Good morning. I'm

7 Francis Onstad from the Blackfeet Tribe in Northern

8 Montana, and I'm pleased to be here.

9 MS, FRANCES FLORES: Good morning. My name
10 is Frances Flores, and I'm the crime victims specialist
i1 for the Pueblo of Laguna.

12 MS. INGRID MITCHELL: Ingrid Mitchell,

13 victims advocate with the Pueblo of Acoma.

14 M3, SHIRL PINTO-ROBINSOH: I'm Shirl

15 Pinto~Robinson. I'm from the Navajo Nation, and I'm

&)

16 working in Lame Deer, Montana, which is the Northern

i7 Cheyenne reservation.

i8 MS. RENONNEN SCOTT: 1I'm Renonnen Della
19 Scott, and I'm from Crow, and I work with the Crow
20 victims assistance program, and I'm a project

21 coordinator.

22 MS5. MARIE CALICA: Good morning. I'm Marie
23 Calica, a member of the Confederated Tribes, Warm
24 Springs, state of Oregon, and I'm the director of
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1 ¥M5. GLADYS GRABEL: My name is Gladys Grabel.
2 I am from Werm Springs, Oregon, and I'm a youth

3 advocate for victims program.

4 MS. ROSE MARY SHAW: My name i3 Rose Mary

5 Shaw, and I represent the Osage tribe from Oklahoma,

7 M5, INEZ ODOM Thank you. Thank you all
g very much. And I see we have two new guests, and it's

9 hard to be popped right in and have to introduce

10 yvourself, but please, if vou would take it away.

i1 MR. DANIEL ALBERT: Good morning. My name is
12 Daniel Albert. I belong to the Hopi tribe. I married
i3 into Laguna. I would say our event is just now

14 current, so we're here to support Fran

MS5. KATHERINE ALBERT: Good morning. My name

e
w

16 is Katherine Albert. I'm a victim of crime.
i7 MS. INEZ CDOM: Okay. Would you shut the
i8 door, please? Thank you. Okav. And I guess the other

19 thing -- let me just ask this question, because it's a
20 matter of courtesy, as well. Is there anyone who 1is
21 uncomfortable with being filmed, or did not know that
22 they were going to be filmed today? Because we

23 certainly want to honor that and respect that.

24 If anvyone needs to, we can move vou Lo

of the room or not film you, if someone
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1 chooses not Lo be. Please.

2 MS. FRANCES FLORES: I711 just let vyou know

3 that the people from the Pueblo of Laguna weren't

4 advised they were going to be filmed, sc in particular
5 if anyone from the pueblo that is here doesn’t want to
5 be filmed, let us know.

7 MS. INEZ ODOM: Because the whole point of

8 this is that, vyou know, we really want folks to be able
9 to feel like they can be very candid and very honest.
i0 So if you have any concerns, please let me know.

11 right. Well, then we're going to march on, and I will
1z pass it back to Jeannie.

13 MS5. JEANNIE GREGORI: Before we jump into the

Tt give a brief
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15 overview of what the Office for Victims of Crime is, so
i6 vou can have an idea of what we do. And then hopefully

17 we can start making some changes in response to what
i8 you tell us.
19 Cur office, the Office for Victims of Crime,

20 is part of & larger umbrella organization called the
21 Office of Justice Programs, or 0JP, and it is part of
22 the United States Department of Justice. It was

h the Victims of Crime Act, or
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2
4

5

6 One of the main ways is, we administer the

7 Crime Victims Fund, and I'11 talk a little more about

8 that later, since that's our sole source of funding for
G programs that go out through the nation and throughout
10 Indian Country.

11 We also support direct victim services, and
12 we provide training for different people throughout the
i3 U.5. And we sponsor national projects and programs.
i4 MNow, golng back to the Crime Victims Fund, or
15 the fund, that’'s our major funding source, and it's not

ié taxpayer based. 2And so what that means is, the money

that's collected yearly is from fines of convicted

18 federal offenders in like the U.S. Attorney’'s Office

19 and also through the Bureau of Prisons and through the
20 U.S8. courts.

21 And what they do, they'll put fines,

22 penalties, special assessments, and forfeiture bonds on
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1 And like vyou hear Enron, and when they get

2 hopefully big fines, like 500 million dollars, that

3 would go to us, if they have the money to pay it. And
4 50 in fiscal vyear 2000, there was 500

5 million dollars in this fund; and then in fiscal year
& 2001, it million; and for fiscal year 2002,

7 it's 550 million.

g Mow, what Congress has done, they put a cap
G on the fund because some years we have low collections,
10 as they call it. So it might only ke 5300,000. But by
11 Congress capping it at a certain set amcount, we can
12 kind of regulate how much money is in that fund, to

13 make sure 1if we have a shortfall one year, that we

14 don't have to drastically cut back on programs.

15 And then recently, in Octcber of 2001, afterxr

September 11 attacks on America, (Congress passed
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the -~ and I'11 say this in one breath; it's guite a

18 mouthful, though -~ Uniting and Strengthening America
19 Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept

Terrorism Act. That's actually a statute.

21 The shortcut name is called the USA Patriot Act.
22 So Congress passed that, and it did have some

23 effect on OVC, and one of the main effects, it said
24 that not oniy could that money be ccllected in the fund
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have money that came from ~- 1f someone wanted to

dollars for crime victims,” we

couldn’t take that money before. ¥We can now, because

And so we're hoping with that new

legislation, we can also make sure that our collections
stay at a good level and we don’t have shortfalls.

Now, of course when you have that much money
around, Congress is loocking at it, and we do have
what's called congressional direction, which is the

politically correct term, which all that means is

w

earmarks, which means Congress is goling to tell us how
to spend the money, in addition to the Victims of Crime

Bct, which 1s our statute that tells us also how to

abuse. And so say vyou had the 500 millicn dollars.

The first 20 million is taken off of the top of the

fund annually to improve the investigation,
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1 Services receives 17 million dollars, and then OVC

2 raeceives three million dollars.

3 Now, with our three million, we use that

4 exclusively in Indian Country for the CJA programs, O
5 Children’s Justice Act programs. HNow, how many CJA

5 program people do we have here? 1 see Francis. Okav.
7 I see more people.

3 So with that three million, we fund CJR. And
g for those of vou who don't know what CJA is, it's money
10 that assists the Indian tribes and tribal communities
11 to improve the investigation, prosecution, and handling
1z of child sexual abuse and serious physical abuse cases
i3 in Indian Country.
14 And so what this program looks to do is to
15 fund either new tribes that want to create one of IThese
16 programs, or a tribal nonprofit that would work with

17 their cases. And so the program has to, of course, be

18 designed to help with the investigation, prosecution,
15 and handling of child sexual abuse cases in Indian

20 Country.

21 And so since 1989, OVC has provided this

22 Children’s Justice Act funding, or CJA funding, to more
23 than 50 tribes. So that's been approximately 150

24 grants, or over 11 million dollars.
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1 different things, but generally, most of the programs

2 have established, expanded, and trained

3 multi-disciplinary and child protection teams.

4 Others have revised their tribal codes and

5 procedures so they can address child sexual abuse, or

6 they have provided child advocacy services for children
7 involved in court proceedings.

g They have created written protocols so they

9 can look at the reporting, investigation, and

10 prosecution of these cases. They have developed
11 working agreements that would minimize the number of

iz a child has to go through.

13 Because withoult these, somestimes, as all of you know, a
14 child might have to go through seven to fifteen

15 interviews, retelling their story.
is There has also been enhanced case management
17 and treatment services for the victims. In some of the
18 programs, we were able to fund the creation of special
is child center interview rooms that were Jjust for the
Z21 child interviews, and then also to hire specialized
21 staff fo handle child victim cases.
22 And so that’s just some of the things that
23 the CJA programs can do. And we do solicit for new
24 programs, and so next year we will be soliciting for
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i out for the programs that are continuing, but then we
2 alsoc look for new programs, to bring them into this

3 type of program.

4 In addition to the (JA earmark, there are

5 other esarmarks on the fund, and some are more aimed at
5 the federal system. And I won't go intc a lot of

7 detail on them unless anybody has guestions, but one is
8 basically it goes through the U.5. Attorney’s Offices.
9 And probably you've had interaction with the
10 victim witness coordinators or the victim advocates in
11 the U.S. Attorney’'s COffice. How many have interacted
1z with those types? OCkay. This earmark funds those

i3 positions.

14 And there's a second -- or a third earmark;
15 I'm not counting well today. It's for the FBI. And
16 the FBI is now currently in the process; they
17 have gotten 112 positions supported out of this fund,
18 and some are specifically for Indian Country. But

19 they’'re gecing fto be victim ccoordinators, victim
20 specialists, and victim advocates.
21 And what is happening there is, the thought
22 is 1f there 1s a crime where the Feds are prosecuting,
23 that during the investigation these victim specialists
24 would be reaching out to the victims, as well as when

jo]
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1 that then the U.S5. Attorney’s Office and their victim
2 folks would step in and help the victims.

3 There is also called
4 -= it's for the federal victim notificaticn system,

5 which is supposed to support a huge automated database
6 in the federal system for both the FBI and the U.S.

7 Aitorney's Office. So again, if you're a victim in a
8 federal crime, you'll get a letter. You'll get an

9 automatic notification. And you can call into this

10 number and get an update on your case.

11 The last part of the fund, by statute, that
iz money 1is directed to is called the emergency reserve,
i3 and that allows up to 50 million dollars each year to
14 be set aside by the director, Director Gillis, to be
i5 placed in what's called this emergency reserve account.
16 And this basically has two purposes. One is
17 to assist victims of terrorism or mass violence, and
18 the other to fund what we're newly creating.
19 It's called the International Terrorism Victim
20 Compensation Program.
21 Now, after September 11, the special master
22 -~ he has a separate program, but now OVC is goling to
23 start a special compensation program specifically for
24 terrorism victims, and so we're currently working on
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1 Now, with what's left in the fund, that is

Z statutorily directed under our Viciims of Crime Act

3 statute. And so there's basically, if vou kind of look
4 at it as a percentage, about %5 percent of the fund is

5 left. That goes to what's called --

5 programs -- victim compensation for the states, and

7 victim assistance in the states.

g8 And so with the victim compensation programs,

9 each state runs one of these. And so if you're a
10 victim of crime, you can apply directly, actually
11 through -~ the tribal programs can hook up with the

Y
DO

14 process. And it's to reimburse victims for direct

15 expenses associated with their crime victimization.

16 And so, for example, it could pay some of

17 your medical, and some of the programs also pay

ig traditional medical people. It can pay for funeral and
19 burial costs, for mental health counseling, and for

20 lost wages or loss of support.

21 And so the counties run this, and I know like
22 Apache County, they do a lot of ocutreach with the

23 tribes. But all of the states are supposed to be

24 accepting your And sc 1f we hear tcday
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1 hear.

2 Because they are funded to, you know, create
3 a system where all victims can apply for these types of
4 reimbursement for their crime victim expenses.

5 The second main program that each state runs
& is called the victim assistance program, and what this
7 is, this is vyour direct services to crime victims. So
g these can be anywhere from domestic violence shellers
9 to regular shelters, emergency shelfers, crisis

10 counseling, counseling, criminal justice

iz it's any of those sub grants,
iz a direct service provider,
i3 who in turn provides services to all victims of crime.
14 And so again, if say your organization is

applying for one of these grants through the state, and

16 you keep being rejected, we nesd to hear that. Because
17 we can't control who they give the money to, but it's
18 supposed to go to, vou know, crime victim organizations
i8 serving crime victims.

20 Now, the remaining 5 percent of the fund,

21 that's called like our discretionarvy fund, and that

22 supports monies that go to the field, about 3 percent
23 of that, to what's called nongovernmental organizations
24 or nonprofits.
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1 OVC for a direct service to a victim. BAnd that could
2 be anywhere from a shelter, again, to special programs.
3 Like we have one that is trying to train attorneys now
4 on what victim rights are, and so victims can have

5 attorneys in the court systenm And so we look to fund
& hose.

7 Then the other 2 percent of that money goes
g to what is considered federal agencies or federal

9 programs. And that actually -— we fund also some
10 Indian Countyy programs under that 2 percent
11 discretionary money. And the largest one is called

;NM%
B
<

Victim Assistance in Indian Country, or ouxr VIAC

[RY
Lad

program.

[
Y

Do I have any VIAC people here? OCkay. I ses

ot
L

some familiar faces. I should have vyou guys stand up

trr

16 and talk about VIAC.

17 But basically, VIAC is to provide direct
18 funding to either the tribe or nonprofit that is run by

direct services on

20

21 And so that, again, 1is the competitive

22 process and we give three years of funding, and we will
23 in fiscal vyear 703, which basically is in October, go
24 out to look for new tribes to fund in those programs.
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1 programs can serve include anywhere from gang violence
2 victims, abuse victims, domestic

3 violence, and sexual assault victims, and others, as

4 long as it'=s a of a crime.

5 And that began actually in 1988. And we've
6 had 29 reservation-based programs under the VIAC

7 project.

8 Mow, other than that, that's pretty much all
9 of ocur money, although we did get a new piece of
10 legislation called the Trafficking Victims Protection
11 Act of 2000. That was passed last year. And that

b
[

actually gave OVC the authority to administer any grant

i3 program, and so the Attorney General can now make

14 grants to states, Indian tribes, units of local

15 government, nonprofit and nongovernmental victim

16 service organizations, to develop, expand, oOr

i7 strengthen victim service programs for victims of human
18 trafficking.

19 And what that is, they're finding that over
20 50,000 women and children may be trafficked from other
21 countries into the U.S. And like some of them are

22 told, "Oh, vou're going toc have a great job,” or "We're
23 going to hook you up in this great new service.”

24 find
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1 papers that they have are taken; and they're put in
2 either the sexual trade or they're put intc like

3 slave-liike conditions or sweat shops; or they can even
4 be like an indentured servant in someone's housse.
5 We've heard stories where one woman, you
& know, for 15 years was kept in like a little dog house
7 room, and she had a Z25-pound tumor in her stomach
8 because they never got her medical care. They burned
9 her and just never paid her. She didn't speak the
10 language here in America.
11 And so one day when she was able to get out
iz of the house -—- and it was a very well established
13 house, actually, in Beverly Hills. You know, she
14 couldn’t talk English, and so she couldn't talk to the
15 neighbors. And so then when the owners came back and
16 found out she had gotten out, they were like, "Oh, just

17 ignore her, you know, she's -- 3just ignore her.”

18 So he got put
19 back in the started to
20 realize: Wait, something's kind of funny here,

21 So when they investigated, they found out
22 that

23 into

24 for 15 years.

And there are other cases. Somsetimes there
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5 issues go they can see the real people behind what They
& do, as well as we're gocing o be doing some additional
7 trainings so that we create some video products that

8 will be used for victims and for service providers, to

G better educate them. So that's the intention of all

10 the videcotaping.
11 So with that, what we'd like to do is start
12 cut and have vyou all, if there's anyone who would like

13 to start out. I know very much what we're very
14 interested in doing is hearing from those who are
15 victims and survivors, and making sure that you have

16 had an opportunity Lo speak. Hob that we are not very

ervice providers, but that, vou know,
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really want to make sure that folks get to speak.
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S0 is there anyone who would like to start in
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my inner circle? No one wants t
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¢ start? Ckay. 1Is
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there anvyone who would like to start in my ocuter

22 circle?
23 Do you have something you would like o
24 John would like to say something.
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1 that I was a crime victim, and I will start off by

Z telling you what had occurred to me and my family and
3 my daughter.

4 I was a police officer with the City of Los
5 Angeles. 1 was a sergeant at the time, and I had been
o working on some very confidential kind of cases. My

7 daughter was targeted by some of the people that I had

8 worked on investigating. She was targeted to be
9 murdered. She was murdered. This was in 1979,
10 And the perpetrator was caught about eight

11 months later. It turned out he had been in and ocut of

1z prison. He wanted to move up in the hierarchy of the

13 gang. That was his buvy~-in to move into the narcotics
14 end of the business, so he targeted my daughter.

15 Sc that's how I became very active in crime
ié victims' issues. I found out that when we were at

17 trial, my wife and 1 had to sit out in the hall, while
=4

he perpstrator and his family were all inside the

18 courtroom, so we never got to sse what took place
20 inside the ¢ourtroom.

23 MS. INEZ ODCM: Thank you, John. And John is
24 also on the Board of Prison Terms, as well. I don't
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Prison Terms. The

o

these mikes is that

3 vou just want to -—- you get to feel like Janet Jackson
4 or something today.

5 But you Jjust want to hold it like this,

6 because if vou hold it like this, then vyvou're off

7 access or -- you know, it's got to be right about here.
g Ckay. That's that.

9
10

1z

i3 had a very close friend that was killed last year. And
14 maybe 1t would have been easier 1f he had been Navajo,
i5 but he wasn’t of the Navajo tribe. And that's why I
18 tock it upon myself to help him. Excuse me, but it's
17 been really hard.

i8 Phillip and I, we met about nine vyears ago,
19 and I took a special intervest in him because he was
20 adopted out of his tribe, the Shoshoni And he
21 was a kind person, and he had his problems. And we
22 tried to make a life together, but because of some of
23 the problems that he had in the last year, 1 decided
24 noct to be as close.

aintained contact in the last vear.
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i We used to walk together. 1 asked him to go on a

2 hiking trip to the Grand Canyon. And he wanted fo help
3 my family out, and I thought if he really meant it, I

4 would take him on home to do some woodeutting.

5 I called him on a Saturday morning, and he

5 had not returned on a Thursday. He was due back on a

7 Friday or something like that. BAnd right away, I just
8 kind of knew something was wrong, but I didn't want to
9 worry, so I went on home.
10 And I checked on him the next, following
11 week, and he wasn’'t in. BAnd so I knew something was
1z wrong, and 1 kept checking. And I have a very good
i3 pastor from home, and I went to see him, and we praved.
14 And he told me that evervything was all peace, at peace,

15 and didn't think anything was wrong.

wa me. And his
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17 adoptive mother called me after a week and a half, and

foned

18 I told her that Phillip had been missing. &And she

19 couldn’t locate him.

20 S50 I went -- she came on down, and we went to
21 the police department. I took her to the police

22 department, and we filed a missing perscon's report.

23 And I knew something had already happened to him,

24 because 1t was unlike him to not call me.
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1 report. And the next day, we got ready to go to

z church, and I stopped by to see what had happened with
3 a report because 1 was checking into a body that had

4 been found somewhere in Arizona.

5 What happened was, I found out that the

5 report was never filed, or it was missing. Maybe 1t

7 was because it was during The Navajo tribal fair.

g And I just knew that his mother couldn’t

9

10

11 the phone, that the description of his body was not

1z that of Phillip’s.

i3 MS. INEZ ODOM: What was your experience —- I
14 should grab this mike. What was your experience with
15 law enforcement or victim assistance in this process?
16 MS. IRENE ELDRIDGE: Okay. All right. First
17 is that the report was lost. If was not -- we had to
18 refile it, which I was getting to that. We had to

19 refile 1t and go over it again. And from there on, it
20 wasn't taken as serious.

21 When 1 see shows, national shows in other
27 parts of the country, they take missing persons
23 seriocus. And a few months -- a couple months had gone
24 by again, and I knew that -- I started looking on my
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MR. JOHN GILLIS: How long ago?

MS. IRENE ELDRIDGE: This happened in August.

o

believe it happened on August

ot

were not found until, T think, October 30th.

MR. JOHN GILLIS: And nobedy has been in

have to do the
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would not have been found 1if we had not prayed. BAnd we

And the day before Phillip was found, we

)

Gl

prayed for days before, and we had a vision of hi

i

o

thumb, that only the thumb was showing. And I alresdy
knew that we had toe go back to the police department
for some type of identification.

And within the fol

were found in an open grave
so the criminal investigator,

started comparing Phillip's pr
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1 So we're just ~-- since his adoptive mother
2 lived in California and she had Jjust recently l1lost herx

3 husband, and his sister was in Oregon, they turned
d e - IS o P T £ P . .

& UYL n e O 16 H o H une R rr ments.
4 ever 1ing over to me to make the Tuneral arrangements
5 MS. INEZ ODOM: You know, one of the products

7 where we're actually targeting pastors, ministers,

8 clergy, neighbors, co-workers, caring friends on how
9 they can better support and help crime victims.

10 S50 I know vyou have some notes. 1T you have
11

13 things vyou wanted to touch upon?
14 MS. IRENE ELDRIDGE: I guess really the

15 reason why I mentioned Phillip, too, because I have a
16 strong family support system, and family is realls

17 important. And I saw my friend, Phillip, didn'*t have
i8 that kind of support. So it seemed like there wasn't
19 really that much support for him.

20 MS. INEZ ODOM: OCkay.

21 ME. IRENE

22 offered to sit through with me,

23 were going to interview me. And

24 pastor
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MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank vou very much, Irene.

ME. INEZ ODCM: Go ahead.
MS. IRENE ELDRIDGE: But the mortuary also

was helpful. But I just want to say in my concluding

metimes people say that we have a lot o

remarks that =0

I think that's what I found cut

I've written a memo to the chief of police
and just getting reports. No matter how many times I
asked them and reguested them, I threatened to go to

the police department, 1 -- with his family, his son's

family and ex-wife, we thought that we might, you know,

was with the

M3. IRENE ELDRIDGE: With, ves, the

35
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1 department, with the criminal investigation, even at

2 the higher levels, Just getting assistance, for them to
3 respond with police reports. The pelice reports

4 weren't avalilable for months.

5 And I understand that the police were -- the
&  police that went out to the initial site finally got

~d

the reports in. But I told the police officer tha

g when people are in distress and emotional situations,

11 training, to let them know and to have some report
iz writing and technical writing involved.

13 MS. INEZ ODOM: And I'm sorry. I'm just
14 trying to be clear. Are you talking about the tribal

you talking abouf the police in the
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community?

17 MS. IRENE ELDRIDGE: The tribal police.

18 MS. INEZ ODOM: The tribal police? Okay.

19 MS. IRENE ELDRIDGE: Uh-huh.

Z0 MS. INEZ CODOM: OCkay. Thank you.

21 MS. IRENE ELDRIDGE: Thank vyou.

22 MS. IHNEZ ODOM: Thank you. Please.

23 MS. MICHELLE COCHRAMN: I'm here as a -- I'm a
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1 .
2

3 for about 1Z years, up until then.

4 In those vyears, there was a lot of abuse,

5 physical abuse. There was verbal abuse. There was

& emotional abuse. There was the substance abuse, the

7 alcohol. A lot of the -- the most viclent incidents

g occurred after he was drunk.

S I don't remember my kids ever being there. I
10 had two kids at the time, but I know they saw. And I
11 neveyr really thought about what they were seeing. I

ot
A

12 think the worst of it came like in 1891.

ot
o

had been with the police department for

e
L
o

a year, and I got home from work, and he had
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15 been cout drinking. He got home. I don't even remember

ié what set it off but, vou know, I got hit, I got kicked.
17 1wl eventually, he pulled out my duty weapon and
18 wrapped around the wall, and

20 die??

21 By then, it was: "Just do it.” It had been
22z vears of abuse, and it wasn't shocking anymore. I

23 mean, that was just a way of life. And I told him,

24 "Just do it." I don't know what stopped him from doing
z25 it, but it didn*t happen.

evl
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i I called the police. They got there. I

p don't even remember calling the police. They got

3 there. He was arrested. He went through the tribal

4 court system, and I believe -~ at the time, we didn't

5 have a code. We didn't have a domestic vioclence code.
5 The only thing we had was the tribal code.

7 He was charged with assault and battery. We
g didn’t have -~ like I said, we didn't have a code at

] the time that mandated a certain sentence. He got what
10 ~~ I think he got 90 days. And it was —-- he probably
11 served 30 days of it and went to treatment for 60 days,

s
o

I think.

i3 It was a tribal police officer that handled
14 the call and, vou know, somebody that I worked with. I
15 never really thought -~ at the time, I never really

16 thought about, you know, any follow-up.

17 You know, thinking about it now, there was no
ig follow-up. I worked there, and mavbe he ‘just assumed
18 that I knew what was going on. Well, I didn't. I only
20 knew because I was a victim, because I knew that my

21 husband didn't come home for 90 days. I was never told

22 whether
23 irse my
24 sergeant by then knew what had happened. issued

I was never told whether it got
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1 referred through the federal system. I was never given
2 any repcrts. I didn't find one until -- well, I'11 get
3 to that.

4 But my husband at the time got out of jail.

5 He was put on probation for a year. For a year, you

6 know, nothing happsened. We argued, but it never got

7 physical again. And he would always tell me That he

g wasn't going to do anything anymore because he knew I

9 would call the police. That was the first time,
10 actually, I had ever called the police in all the years

iz MS. INEZ ODOM: And clarifying, were they the
i3 tribal police?

14 MS. MICHELLE COCHRAN: Thev were the tribal
i5 police.
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17 MS. MICHELLE COCHRAN: Yeah. And he was on
i8 probation for a year. That was June of 199%1. In June
19 of 1992 his probation ended. And like I said, he'd

20 tell me that, you know, "I'm not stupid. I'm not going
21 to do anything. I know you're going to call the

22 police.” And, vou know, nothing happened. We had our
23 arguments, bul that was it.

24 Then in August of 1982, he was out drinking
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i referred through the federal system. I was never given
2 any reports. I didn't find one until -- well, I'1l get
3 to that.

4 But my husband at the time got out of jail.

5 He was put on probation for a year. For a year, yoi

6 know, nothing happened. We argued, but 1t never got

7 physical again. And he would always tell me that he

8 wasn't going to do anything anymore because he knew I

5 would ¢all the police. That was the first time,
10 actually, I had ever c¢alled the police in all the years
11 that this was going on.
1z MS. INEZ ODOM: And clarifying, were they the
i3 tribal police?

MS. MICHELLE COCHRAN: They were the tribal

i5 police.
16 MS. INEZ ODOM: Okay.
17 MS. MICHELLE COCHR&N: Yeah. And he was on
18 probation for a year. That was June of 19%1. 1In June
19 of 1992 his probation ended. And like I said, he'd
20 tell me that, you know, "I'm not stupid. I'm not going
2% to do anyithing. I know you're going to call the
22 police.” And, vou know, nothing happened. We had our
23 arguments, but that was it.
24 Then in August of 1992, he was out drinking
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1 Iuckily, my kids were not --
Z2 80 they weren't there. When

3 know again what set but he started in on me,
4 and 1t was the verbal abuse, the accusations, vou know.
5 He again started throwing things arcound, started

& throwing me arcund, started hitting.

7 We didn't have a phone at the time. And 1

8 had my portable radio on because I wanted to hear where
9 the officers were at. You know, during the time, he

10 was, you know, kicking me and hitting me and throwing

12 again.

13 By then, 1t had been a vyear since the first
14 time, and in that time I learned to take apart my

15 weapon. I had put -~ I took the magazine out; I took
i the whole weapon apart. The frame of the weapon was in
17 the holster. You know, I kind of had learned to put
18 different parts in different places in the room.

19 And he went for the weapon. When I saw him
20 go for the weapon, that’'s when I realized that, vou

21 know, 1it's going to keep happening. And I didn't put
Z22 up a fight. I just knew that I was going to get

23 through it, and when I got through it, it was going to

25 He realized that the weapon was -~ that I had
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1 taken 1t apart, which got him more angry. And once he
Z had -- once, I guess, he was finished, he wanted to go
3 to the sitore. He wanted to get munchies. And, vou

4 know, I didn’'t.

5 We went -- well, we argued about going. I

6 didn't want to go; he wanted to go. So I thought:

7 Okay, this is my opportunity. So I went. And I'm

8 looking around for the radio, get in my purse. BAnd he
9 said, "Don't even think about your radio.”™ 8¢ I

10 thought: Well, okay, on the way down he'll pass out
13 and 1711 just drive to the police department.
12 So we're goling down, and he'’s not passing

1

i3 out, he's not passing out. And I'm like: Just go t

14 sleep. And then he said, "Don't even think about

15 driving to the PD.¥ So¢ it's like he already knew what
16 I was thinking. He knew what I was planning.

17 S0 we got to the gas station. We argued

18 about going in, and he wanted me fto go in and get him
19 the munchies. And I said, "You go in. Youire the one

20 that’s hungry.” Finally, I thought: Okay, that's my
21 chance.

2z I went in, and I just told them, "Can vyou

23 call the PD for me and give me the phone?” So they did
24 that, and I called. And I didn’'t tell them what had
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And he got over there.

giving the phone back, that's wh
saw that I was on the phone, and got angry. And I

said, "Just go. They're on their way. Just go. Get

cut of here.”

+

thing he expected.

My husband got real nervous, started looking

the "When Vince gets here” --
there was a garage that was attached to it, and I just

told him, you know,

me the paperwoerk. 1 sat in the day room and filled out

o
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2 know what happened. The sergeant told him, "Call the

3 EMTs.” BSo he called them. They got over there, and

4 that’s when I think evervbody realized that, vou know,
5 anybody; I just
5 £ill out the

7 paperwork.

g They took me to the hospital, to the

g emergency rcom. The sergeant got there, and I told him
10 what had happened. I told him -- they made a decision
11 to go ahead, to go arrest him. All I told him was, vyou
12 know, "Be carseful. He fights dirty.” He fought me

i3 like I was a guy, with boots, kicking,

14 hitting.

15 I told the officers, the sergeant and the

16 officers, that he'll fight dirty. There was a weapcn
17 in the house. It was taken apart, but I didn't know if
18 he knew how to put it back together. I told them the

there, it was on, so they were going to

20 hear him coming -- he was going to hear them coming.

21 They There were
22 two of them on at the time, and they called out a third
23 one to go,

24 eventually
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battery. He went through system
again. He got 90 days, and he went for treatment.

something had happened. My in-laws lived acrocss the
street, which was -~ I moved him out.

the police cars over there, knew something had
happened. They came over, and they were upsel with

their brother. All thev asked was, vou know, what had

after his stuff; he was their problem now.
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MICHELLE COCHRAN: AL the time, we didn't
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3 Again, like Irene said, I had a strong family support.
4 And not many pecple are that lucky. There was nobody
5 there to guide me through what paperwork needed to be
2 filled out. I only knew because I worked there.

7 T guess I was one of the lucky onss. 1 knew
8 what I needed to complete. Nobody was there to tell

9 me.
10 with

i1 separation papers.
12 I knew what I needed to do, but like I said,
i3 I worked there. But that’s what would have been

14 helpful, would have been scmebody to -- I know that the
15 victim advocate now does that.

JOEN GILLIS: Have you had any training

fd
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17 as a police cofficer?

18 M3, MICHELLE COCHRAN: No. No. We had very

19 ~- 1 was there a little over a vyear. The first fime 1t
20 happened, I wasn't even there for a year. But there

21 wasn’t the kind of training that there is now. We

22 didn't have the report writing. We didn't have the

23 crime scene investigation. We didn't know how Lo deal

24 with domestic abuse cases.

MR. JOHHN GILLIS: So let me a
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1 were called to the scene
9] <7 3 D T faTem < oo R
Z vioclence or domestic abuse, how werg you trained to

Lad
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7 they didn't because I was an officer. I don't know. I
g never guestioned. I never asked anybody, "Did they

9 call?”
10 Like I said, there was no -- nobody told me
it whether it was referred to the federal authorities,
12 Hobody got with me to say, "I referred it to the

P . . 5

13 criminal investigator.” We did have a criminal

14 investigator at the agency. ie worked with BIA.

i5 He never came to me to say, "I got a report”
16 situation. I

17 two years ago, when I
ig time, and I was loocking
19 a year ago, because I
20 I was looking for -~ we
21 nd I was looking through
22 the old files, and we were laughing about how we used
23 to do reports.

24 And I picked one up, and it caught my eve

25 because 1t had my name on it, and that was the police
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i report ident in 199%2. And that was --
Z when I that's when I knew that it had
3 been referrad to the criminal investigator. A report

4 had been done, and that report had been relerrxed to the
5 U.5. Attorney’s Office, and it had besen declined for

& prosecution.

7 MR. JOHN GILLIS: Has anybody else had that

8 kind of experience, where there was domestic violence

9 and nobody knew how to handle, law enforcement didn't
10 handle?

11 Do you have any comments on that, Judge?

12 Mavbe the judge has some comments.

i3 MS. INEZ ODOM: Judge Johnson?

14 JUDGE WILLIAM JOHNSON: Well, as you can

15 imagine, I've seen a few domestic violence cases in the
16 tribal court systems that I've worked in. And we have
17 such high incidence of alcohel-related violence,

ig including domestic violence, that it's just

159 unbelievable.

20 We still find many of the different partis

21 that have to act in response are either not trained or
27 don't take it as sericus as they should. I just

23 recently had a -- it wasn't domestic violence, but it
24 was a viclent crime, an assault and battery with a lot
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3

4 What's wrong? Why can’t vyou prosecute? Because I read
5 the complaint, and it seemed a pretty sirong case to

5 win.

/ If you were analyzing it from the

g prosecution's point of view, it looked pretty sclid.

g There were witnesses; the victim was willing to
10 cocperate. Yet, the cofficer had chosen to reguest that
11 it be dismissed. &And when I brought all the parties in
1z to find out what was holding up the prosecution, 1t
13 out it was, again, the officer admitted he had
14 neglected the case, for whatever reason, and agreed to
i5 continue the prosecution. 1 denied the motion to
16 .
17 Police fraining is extremely important.
18 ant. Codes are important, s0
19 that we have elements of a crime that are clear and
20 concise and can be easily proven. Investigators
21 responding to scenes and interviewing, and things like
22 that, are extremely necessary.
23 And in
24 in our juri

limited to
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1 don't care how wiclent it 1s, the worst that a judgs

2 can give to a criminal defendant, for the worst

3 violence they can commit, is one vear in jail and a

4 55,000 fine, one or the other or both.

5 I mean, right then and there, sure, somebody
5 is going to say te the judge, YBut Judge, what do vou

mean you gave him a year? He deserves ten years. He

~d
]

g deserves to be banished.”

g That's ancother option that some pueblos do
10 have. But again, the parts that have to work, the

11 individuals, the offices, the pesitions from tribal

1z chief, governor, to the counciimen, to the pecople that
13 make the laws, we're just the -~ I'm just the one --
14 I'm the judge.

15

i7 the laws aren’t strict encugh; there aren't enough laws
18 clear enough to be able to prosecute.

18 And like I say, this incredible limitation on
20 cuy punishment power forces us to hope and pray that

21 the federal government will be there in time to

22 prosecute on an extremely violent case that could be a
23 feleony. In other words, we have misdemeanor

24 jurisdiction, is all we
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i of what even the purpose of this whole meeting today

2 is, for us to be able to determine, well, then, how do
3 we create some remedies to these things, correct? I

4 mean, isn't that -~ correct me, John, if I'm wrong, but
5 isn’t that what we're here to do, is to say ~- I mean,
& that's messed up. I'm sorry. I don't work for the

-

federal government, ha-ha-ha.

O

I mean, that's messed up. One year for a

o0

9 violent crime? So what -- and is it that it's
10 inconsistent depending on where 1t ogcurs? I mean --
11 JUDGE WILLIAM JOHNSON: It's anywhere in
12 Indian Ceountry, any tribal government that exercises
i3 police power.
14 MS. INREZ ODOM: So even if I'm in California,
15 that's the case?
16
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22 Sorry. ©Ckay. I'11 be guiet. I'm just --
23 JUDGE WILLIAM JOHNSON: That's a long and
74 deep discussion that has to do with tribal sovereignty
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1 MS. INEZ ODOM: 1711 behave. I71l do my Job.
2 1711l pass the mike.

a2

=

J1

5

7 the U.S., did to the tribes,

g MS. INEZ ODOM: I see.

g MS. JEANNIE GREGORI: Because they are
10 considered independent domestic nations, even though
il they are a sovereign Jjurisdiction. I should also note
iz I used to teach Indian law.

13 MR. JOHHN GILLIS: One of the things I wanted
14 to ask you before you give up the mike is: The
15 training of law enforcement and judges and other

16 personnel, 1s that something you and I, and mavybe sone
17 other people, should talk about?

i8 JUDCGE WILLIAM JCHNSON: Certainly. 1 think
19 that is extremely important. I think every tribal
20 judge, and I would hope even the tribal councils who
21 make the laws, who approve the on-reservation laws,

22 can fashion the on-reservation laws, should be in
23 on this discussion, in my opinion. Because we gan only
24 execute what they alliow us to do.
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1 perpetrator, she doesn't want to give the calls. She
Z doesn’t give the calls. Things that should happen

3 don’t happen.

4 That's just how tribal government runs. And
5 I don't know how you get by that type of issues in

& tribal land.

7 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you. Next?

g MS. MARGARET HENRY HAYES: I agree with the

9 Judge over here. You know, the tribes have only
10 misdemeancr courts, and what we find is because we have
i1 a high turnover in our law enforcement -- our law
1z enforcement

i3 From what I understand, they do have a

14

.t
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18 Their report writing could be better. And

J
19 there are officers that are very good when they are

Yy 4 ¥

20 called out to a scene of domestic viclence. There are
21 some that don't want to report domestic wviolence, for
22 whatever thelr Own reascns are.
23 So I a very
24 great need for
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i when we do have a felony, it's

2 jurisdiction. And we have a very, very hard time

3 trying to get FBI to take jurisdiction in our cases of
4 domestic violence, sexual assault, yvou know, our

5 violent crimes.

& We've only had one Investigator in our area.
7 That's from —-- well, covers from Whatcom County, north
g of Seattle. And from what I understand right now, the
9 FBI's priorities are in other areas. One of them is
10 protecting the border crossing. We're close to the
i1 border. They tell us that, you know, "Our priorities
12 are protecting the border,” you know.
i3 50 any of our cases that we have, it's
14 pasically left up to our investigator to try to put
i5 to them

16 to do
17 any investigation.
18 So I think it's important that we get more
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1 our money is so0 limited. We don't have The money for
2 it. Jail time costly.

3 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you. What I would like
4 to have folks do, when you get the microphons, 1 you
5 would just say your name, please, once you have gotten
2 the microphone, say your full name for the record so we
7 have that.
g Thank you. And I'm mindful, too, that I'm
9 going to give vou a little bit of a break, but I want
10 to let us pick up the last couple of people. So
11 Barbara, 1 think you were next.
iz MS. BARBARA SCOTT-RARICK: Well, I Just
i3 wanted to say that in reference to law enforcement,
14 Judges, and prosecution, they did have that money,
i5 there was training out for in
16 how to handle domestic violence cases. BSo there was a
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of money.
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i8 And when we s1tT here and we talk

19 solutions, T don't think anybody wants to lose any of
20 their funding. 5o my suggestion is that your office

recommendations, or whatever you want to call them,
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22 guidelines, that vou have to follow X, ¥, and Z; vyou
23 have to get law enforcement trained; you have to get
24 judges trained.

56
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1 there, and we’'re the cones that have to bring the judges
- 1 P 5 - % i = P A R ES

2 to the tra we're the ones That have to keep the

3 prosecutors trained on domestic viclence and law
4 enforcement.
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something doesn’t go right or

6 something happens within law enforcement, it's up to us
7 to handle the situation. And again, we don't want to

g lose the money. You know, yvou're The ones that are

Ei paying for the program, so put guidelines in effect,
10 that if you don't do X, ¥, and Z, vyou're not going to
i1 get the money.
1z MS. IHEZ ODOM: Thank you, Barbara. And we
i3 have Mary Jane.
14 MS. MARY JANE SOUTHER: My name is Mary Jane.
i5 I was going to comment in regard to the banishment. We
16 had a team ~-- & gang rape in Lapwal. And there were
17 seven boys involved in getting her into this room, and
18 four of them were actual rapers, rapists. And two were

20 The two tribal goit banished from the

21 reservation; and the other two, nonlndian, not even a
227 slap of the wrist, and they

23 service hours.

24 50, you know, where is the justice? And I

and corder cods ~-

.
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3
4 come onto tribal property to ryelease -- o arrest the
5 nontribal. And the nontribal police officer cannot go

& on and arrest the nontribal member.

9]

7 I mean, I've had one case where the woman was
g beat severely. The children had been also beat

everely. I got ahold of CPS, both tribal and

=]
0

nontribal. He was nontribal.

11 And nobody would take him. They just

i2 eacorted him off the property. And so I pursued it
13 into the county, and I finally got the ears of an

14 investigator, and so she contacted FBI. And that's
i5 been two years ago.

16 S¢ he still, you know, does the threatening
17 bit of wanting to get back onto the propsrty, and he
18 claims that he has squatter’s rights. And, vou know,
19 then the tribal police will say, "Well, this was his
20 place of residence, too.” And the nontribal law

21 enforcement say, "Well, this is his residence.”

22 So, vou know, one of our biggest things is
23 the jurisdiction.

24 MS. IHEZ ODOM: Thank vou.
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14 when we come back, but I toc give you ~— and
i5 when I say five minutes, I rveally mean five minutes;
16 not seven, not two. Five-minute break. Okay? Just
i7 everyone go to the bathroom. When we come back, and I
18 saw your hand up. Five minutes.

18 {Recess from 10:40 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.}

20 MS. INEZ ODOM: We're going to get back

21 underway. We're going to bDe sending some lists arcund.
22 We have a cr list thalt we

23 to cross~reference., 1 know it's like: How many lists
24 do I have to fill out today? But I don to
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1 Also, some folks were asking for socdas and
2 whatnot. We're going to be having lunch and

4 is in your future. So dust hang tough. Okay?
5 But there is coffee and tea, vou know, and
& whatnot. If someone is truly dying for a scda, the

7 people next door have kindly said we can take one of

8 theirs. So if you really need a soda right now, 1t's

9 all about you. Go get the soda. ©Okay. Exactly. They

10 took my soda.

i1 Jeannie, did you want me to run down the list
iz here, Jjust do a guick --

13 M5, FORD:

14 MS. INEZ ODOM: Okay. Because we 7just keep
15 making sure you're here, I'm just going to again go
king 8 ¥ re here, 1 just ng to again
16 through and make sure who's here and whe's not here.
et

o
ol

So we are kind of guickly back to grammar school. And

18 if I don’'t do well by your name, I apologize.

19 Natasha Abeita I see. Right? Yes? Just say
26 "Here”™ or "Present® or wave a hand. That's good.

21 Okay. Daniel Albert? Okay. Katherine Albert? Okay.
22 Natasha, you have your -~- is that your mom with you?

23 And what was vour first name again?

25 MS. INEZ ODOM: Okav. Great.

fopt
<
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o

9
16 victims go through. We know what they need. We need
11 to go out and advocate our services that we provide to

14 Because I do work a lot with the criminal

also, and, you know, lot of times I

What do you guys do with the

17 What happens with the victims? What do you guys ~- vyou
18 know, before I became a victim advocate.
19 Because I would listen to the scanner 24/7,

22
23 And he's like, "I don't know. I never had”
24 -~ 1 didn’t know what to do when he first came on. And
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3

4

5 positions. We need to tell them what we want. When

3 hey're -- like this year is a political seascn for th
6 they're ke this year is politi seascon for the
7 reservation, for the HNavajo ressrvation. The people

8 ‘hat are running for the seats, we neesd to go out and
B that e running for the seats, we nee O go t and
9 let them know what we want, as community people.

0

1

A

[

4

5 but at the zame the people into their
5 positions, they vou know, whalt we
7 wanted as the community people.

8 So that's what I'm stressing, out in Tuba
g City.

0 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you so much. HNicely
1

k.

2

3

4
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i3 because 1711 make cowboy coffee in the morning, and

o
o
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then you can bring the coffee-maker.” So the next

15 morning I got up and got ready, and I called him

isg because I was coming to Albuguerque. It was before

i7 Easter. I was going to get Easter things for my little
18 ones. I have great-grandchil .

19 And I called him, and there was no answer.

20 And s said, "Well, he knows I'm coming to his

23 apartment. I beiter go on down and take his

22 coffee-maker.”

Z3 5S¢ he always kept his door locked. He kept
24 his screen locked and his door locked. And so if I got
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not have to lose her child.

told me anything.

So 1 said, "You're not sweeping

in the hell killed my son.” And pardon my language.
But anyway, I was so angry. [ called the FBI

they made an arrest. But they couldn’t tell me
anything. Now I realize that if they tell vyou
anything, they may Jjeopardize their i Now

re doing.” And this way, vou don't

know anything. You think they’'re not doing anything,

70
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4

5

5

7 they do need a lot of training. They nesd to

8 understand us a lot. HNot only ocur officers, but ocur
g officials, our governcrs, those that support us.

10 Because they do need to be the law.
ii honestly, thev are not.
12 We have the same tribal members from every
13 year to every vear. You know, fine, but we're the
14 ones left hanging. Our reservation is going down

16 don't know this.

17 We do need to have more training, not just ——
18 but in counseling, also, you know, because emotions

i hit. know, we need to learn to calm people down.

Z3 I have five
24 st —-- that I
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1 know. "Well, vyou don't know this, and you don’t know

2z that.”

3 But 1if vou look at it and don’t let anybody

4 tell you wrong, because whatever vyou feel inside is

5 right. Moest of what goes on in 1ife, in our life every
& day, 1is common sense. You know, we have fo learn to

7 not sit on the sidelines. We have to learn to get up

B and voice what is wrong.

g Because 1f you don't, this is what 1s going
10 to happen. It's going to keep going to the back

11 burners, going to the back burners. Even ocur cfficials
1z are ~- because we have the -- what'’s it called? --

i3 Court of Appeals.

14 Well, honestly, our Court of Appeals is a

15 lawyer. 1t is not our officials. That is our Court of

Because we are led to

i7 believe that our Court of Appeals are our officials

ig8 that are there to hear our grievances or whatever

19 there. But it i1s not that, you know.

20 T mean, I could bring so many cases that I'm
21 dealing with, with my own kids. The bioclogical father
22 -= the judge relinguished parental rights to my two

23 older ones, but wouldn't relinquish parental rights fo
Z4 my
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1 answered. A1l I hear is, "Well, that’s my Judgment.
1 # £ 2
That's my judgment. There's no one that will overrule

2 That's my judgme

3 my “dudgment. You can try the Court of Appeals, but it
4 won't go through.”

5 I mean, we have a lot of issues, not just

o domestic violence, not just vioclence, but issues in

] itself, that our laws and our rights, they are being

8 pushed aside. And like I said, we really need to have
3 3 bodv, vou 1} % o to oour ou 1o o and fin

9 somebody, vou know, come to our pueblo, come and find
i0 out what's going on and let the majority of us know
i1 what rights we actually have.
12 Because like I said, the rights they tell us

Y
i3 are the rights that theyire giving us. You know, even
14 though we may have these others, well, they’re going to
i5 leave them there on the back burner.
16 But we do need this issue to be opened up and
17 brought up, you know. And like I said, what if
i3 gsomething did happen, vyou know, very tragically to me,
[ 4 4 b4 v ¥

19 myself, you know? My ex-husband would take my kids.
20 And the resson why I have the parental rights
21 reli ISnment, This man nad 1 D8l I chil s rT.
21 relinguishment, this man has not paid no child support

A
B

23 their lives. But yet, he can let the older ones go,
24 and the Jjudge kept the cones, for the younger ones. I
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You know, it much fair. My
olders were adopted, and my youngers were biological,
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did for his own, and that's where the conflict is for

me.

I mean, like T said, no, I'm not dead, thank God. You
know, I am here. I am alive. But why is it that this
man or person, his girlifriend, get the right to play

with somebody’s life and then they get away with it?

from Laguna, but he lives on the Acoma side. But we do
have, I think, this jurisdiction where Laguna cops help
Acoma cops; Acoma cops help Laguna cops. It does not

nelp.

I've had many warrants for him because of the
nonpayment. It does not go through. I mean, I get so
many hearsays from the judge. It changes. The first

time was, "When we first incarcexrate him, he will not

be let out on bond until the balance is paid.

jell, the balance then was $2,200. He got

out on a 5300 bond, and we have not seen him since.
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And that's the one thing that I want victims
to understand, that it's up to the service providers
and the courts and the law enforcement psople to know
what wvictims need. And victims shouldn't have Lo go

looking for it. They ought to be provided with that

You know, they're the only group of people
who really don’ft plan to become a victim. I'11 dare

H

study all the victim's rights because next week I'm
going to be a victim.”™

No. You And when it

does happen, you are literally in ¢ d, 30 to speak.

nd

jH

So law enforcement, the federal agencies, the local

the state agencies, they need to know what services

o]
faes
)
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rt

victims should have, and they ought to respond t

care of those things.
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1 to do, is change the attitude of victims, to tell thexn
2 that "It's not your rasponsibility; it's not your fault

3 that it happened to vyou.”
4 The pesople who were there at the time they
5 provided the service, they’'re the onez who should have

6 advised you of the things that you need and the best

7 way to go.

9 daughter, we had great suppert. Like I say, we worked
10 with Fran Flores on this. We had tremendous support.
i1 She walked us through evervthing, explained it fo us.
1z We did go -~ like 1 say, we had to come here
13 to Albuguerqgue, bring her through court. She didn't
14 have to testify, vou know, which was one good thing.

f our rights at the time, you know,
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But like I said, unfortunately not evervbody

ot

ig is that lucky. And unfortunately, there are some of us
19 that have to learn our laws, learn our ways, vou know,
20 so that we don't become blind. And it’s not nothing

21 bad. It's just taking care of your own, you know,

22 looking after yourself.

23 Also -- and I'm not saying don't trust in

24 vour officers and your tribal, you know. I'm no
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1 vou know, all I'm saving is, those of us that need the
2 help, vou know, and need the knowledge, you know, if
3 somebody could be there to help us in this way.
4 Like I said, every system is different.
5 Every pueblo is different. We all have our own ways,
& raditions, in that aspsct.
7 But it's time to stop putiing everything on
8 the back burner and waiting for it to get better. It's
9 time to bring them out and start working with them and
10 start dealing with it, whether it be good or bad.
13 Yeah, somewhere along the line we are all
1z going to get hurt or we're going to be upset or we'r
i3 going to feel some kind of emotion. But we have to
14 deal with it, because if we don’'t, loock what happened
is5 to me. HNothing is being done.
16 MR, JOHN GILLIS: I agree with you 100
17 percent. 1 agree with vou.
i8 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you.
19 M3. LOURDES TALACHY: ['m Lourdes Talachy, a
20 victim of domestic vioclence. When I went to report,
21 make a police report, the chief of police, she told me
22 that she had a transport to make so she couldn’t help
23 me at the time. So I never made a poiice report. But
24 I will be going to court without it.
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i specifically -- see, I'm breaking my own rule; I have

2 to have the mike. 1Is there anvything specifically that
3 you can think of, in terms of your experience, that the
4 Office for Victims of Crime could have been helpful

5 with? And I know your advocate came with you, did she
6 not? She's behind you; is that correct?

7 ¥MS. LOURDES TALACHY: Yes. Yes. She will be
8 going to court with me. She’s only my witness, I

9 quess.
10 MS. INEZ ODOM: Anyvthing that you can think
iz of that would be helpful or that would assist you?

1z MS. LOURDES TALACHY: ©HNo. Just the lawyer

13 that I have will be protecting, and that's about it.

14 MS. INEZ ODOM: Okay. Thank you very much.
15 MS. SHEILA ABEITA: Could I just say -- I'm
ie B0YTVY.

17 MS. INEZ ODOM: HNo problem.

18 MS. SHEILA ARBEITA: I think if we can, I mean
19 if possible, all cur officers or, you know, people that
20 are there, they need to take every crime as a crime, as
21 serious, and not just blow it off as: OCh, it's okay,
22 vou'll be all right.

23 Because I think that's where a lot of the

24 conflict comes, 1s not knowing what sericus crime is
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1 officer has to be called, it’s some type of crime, S50
Z it should be taken seriously, vou know.

3 Because if it isn’'t, something really bad

4 might hurt someboedy else, you know And if we keep

5 blowing it off -- and we need to learn how our

6 restraining orders work because that's really hard,

7 because the jurisdictions -~ you know, it's hard.

8 Do you get a state? Or do you get it from

9 the tribe? We, as Indians, we have to deal with things
156 like that, but we need toc know our boundaries also, on
11 that.
1z MS5. INEZ ODOM: Lourdes, do you have a
13 follow-up remark? Okay. And then I sse Margaret.
14 MS. LOURDES TALACHY: Just a comment, that

17 MS. INEZ ODOM: Precisely, and it's profound
18 neglect. Thank you. ©Okay. 1It's Margaret Henry Hayes.
19 M5, MARGARET HENRY HAYES: I know that az lot
20 of times just the words “"domestic viclence™ sometimes
21 takes a lower place than other hate crimes, and it's

that domestic viclence, itself, can’t be a hate

P
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fn s
0
&
o
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jok

23 crime and said so, and legisliator, or whatsver,

24 legislation, put it down as a hate crime instead of
25 just domestic violence. A lot of times, domestic

L0
oy
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1 violence just gets swept under the carpet.

2 MS, INEZ ODOM: Thank you. Did you want to
3 make a point? Rose Mary?

4 MS. ROSE MARY SHAW: I'm Rose Mary from the
5 Osage tribe. One of the things I think that all the
& tribes feel is that the crimes committed in Indian

8 members, by the tribal governments, or by the state.

9 And I the world
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10 may not change this. I think it's an attitude change,
11 and I think the victims, themselves, may have to go and

1z organize in order to get that change done.

13 A lot of it is, there are a lot of barriers
14 out there for the police officers sometimes. Somelimes
i5 it's the "old boy” attitude. This doesn't exist just
ie in redneck country. It also exists in Indian Country.

i to go through in order to be able to do theilr iobs

20 So I think we need to work on some of those
21 barriers when we do the training, and you do that not
22 by bringing them to Albuguerque, but vou go to their
23 sites and you talk to their people and find ocut what
24 the environment 1is, what the culture does.
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fesd
Lo

1 and I think that needs to be talked about before we

2 leave here. Thank you.

3 MS. INEZ ODOM: And Rose Mary, I think --

4 well, I'm going to pass the mike along, but I wani you
5 rto really be sure to come back to that, because that's
& a critical point. Thank you. Axdith, I see vou. I

ot

7 was going to go -- all right. I see hands. Well,

g Barbara, will vyou defer?
4 MS. BARBARA SCOTT~RARICK: I defer.

10 MS. INEZ ODOM: Okay. Thank you. Okay.

o

ok

We'll go to Ardith. We'll go there, and then we'll

ek
™o

come back to you.

Y
{ad

MS. ARDITH HILL: I would like to bring up a

14 point, whereas alsc on the law enforcement -~

15 MS. INEZ ODOM: May I ask, could you hold
16 your mike like this? I need everyone to kind of -~

17 there vyou go.

18 MS. ARDITH HILL: My name is Ardith Hill, and
18 1 want To address on the law enforcement, whereas

o

20 sometimes the law enforcement are also batterers, and

2% sometimes they may not respond or whatever. I just had
22 a recent occurrence on our reservation, whereas one of
23 the officers had more or less held his wife as a

24 hostage with the handcuffs that the police had given to
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But as I loock at it and in listening to the

victims’ statements, it's mor
training stay at the academy here and went back, well,

he had access to know where she was, who was at her

5o when he came back, he says, "Well, what
was so-and-sc doing here? And it was basically his
co- -~ fellow officers that had let him know who was
there and all that.

But in ftotal essence, the officers don't

realize that they are putting their -- I guess in this

-

situation, whereas the woman, she was verbally,

emotionally abused, "You did this, vou did that,” just

on their battery situation, that it kind of takes an

outlet for victims. We Jjust kind of like bypass that

and put it under the rug and say it isn’'t happening.
That's my comment on it.

MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you, Ardith.

MS. ELAINE ROMERC: My nams is Elaine Romero

viclence program in 189%. But what I wanted to talk
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1 about today was what happened with my niece in 1998.
2 She was in foster care with my sister, and
3 she had been a child victim of sexual abuse, and so she
4 was with us for two years. And during the summer of
5 1998, my daughter and three of her friends and my niece
6 were at our powwow, which is one of the biggest events
7 in cour community for the summertime.
B And while they were near the end of fhe
9 powwow on a Saturday night, they were all together, and
10 they were sitting in a field. And a person came up to
11 them, an adult male who had escaped from a minimum
1z security prison in Los Lunas, outside of Albuguerqgue,
i3 and the community was never notified. But everybody
i4 knew that he was loose.
15 And this is a very vioclent person, and he is
16 considered a habitual criminal. And there were no
17 attempts by the state to find this person. He had
i8 moved himself and camped himself up in the mountain
19 areas.

D
<o
Joed

had been on the CPT team that vear, and
21 some of our local community were concerned about his

22 presence in the community; but yet, the state took no

23 action to find him. And he had escaped in February of
24 that same vear.
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;. And then he made his way

And that evening, while my

4]

her friends were at th

DOWWOW,

he came to them while thevy were sitting in the grass,
d

and he had a gun pointed at them.

i

And because he didn't know who my niece was,
he took her by gun point. And she was 13 years old.

And he took her across a fence into 2 buffalo pasture

and he raped her. And when my daughter and her friends

"
H

came to our camp, they said, "He tock her. He took

her.® And they were hysterical.
And we went, and my son was with me, and our

family went out in search, to search for her. And I'l1ll
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never forget hearing her s

her and calling her. And she was really hysterical.
¥
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And we finally found -- my son ran up ahead of us, and
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cross two pastures, and he found her in the

o
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ot

sagebrush, and he carried her back because she co
walk.

And by then, the tribal police had come. And
what one of the officers wanted to do was to take her

back to our camp. And I said, "I don't think you can

do that. I think vou need to take her; vou need to go
with us to the hospital, and we need to have a rape kit
done., "

89
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1 And I asked mv niece —-- vou know, I took her
Z aside while my son was still holding her, and I asked
3 her if anvything else had happened to her. And she told

5 to take her back to our camp and let us handle it.

& And the way we knew that it was this person

7 that had escaped from the state prison was that one of
8 the kids that was with them that evening recognized his
9 voice, because he was a neighbor. She was a neighbor

10 of this person, and she remembered him because he had

i1 killed all of thelr animals. nd sc she lef us know
12 that this was the same person.
i3 And so we made them take us to the hospital.

14 We had them escort us to the hospital. And then we

15 were there through the whole -- my niece wouldn't allow
16 them, the doctor, who was a male, to do the rape kit.
17 We had to have a nurse come in. My sister and I --

18 axcuse me.

19 MS. INEZ ODOM: Take your time.

20 MS. ELAINE ROMERO: We had to hold my niece.

21 And he had hit her in the back of the head with the

22 barrel of the gun, and so she couldn't lay down on the
23 pillows. And by then, I guess the police had called
24 the criminal investigator from the BIA office, and so
25 he came up, and they were really good.
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1 They had been working with this particular
Z family for a number of years. The two older brothers,
3 or the one older brother had shot a police officer

4 previously, and he was in prisocon, in federal prison,

5 for the rest of his life. And they had been watching

& this person for a number of vears.
ind we kapt askin vem why the state hadn't
7 A kep king them why the state hadn’

9 couldn't give us any response. Because we really
10 pelieved that 1if this person had been apprehended when

12
i3 And subsequently what happened to her was

that we lost custody of her. She was returned back to

Yok
0

i5 her abusive family, and there's no way that we can hselp
16 her anvmore. And right now she’s 17, and she's finally
17 -~ she's left home, and she has decided to come back to
18 our family.

ig But it was like she was revictimized all over
20 again by the very system that was suppocsed to help her.
21 When she was -- she was at home until the social

22 services in Oklahoma removed her from our custody. She
23 was having nightmares severy night. She was afraid of
24 the dark. No therapists from IHS. No mental health

e
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We had no idea about what victim services

fomid

Z were. You know, for the most part in our community, if

3 you were a victim, you stayed guiet. You never told

4 anybody what happened to you.

5 End right now, vyou know, there really isn't a
6 -~ ilike for the most part, the majority of victims can

7 be women, but there are some victims that are men. And

8 when vyou talk about sexual abuse, sexual assault,

9 domestic abuse, for the most part, vyou know, they think
10 that that's an acceptable kind of behavior.

11 But I know that in our community, being with
1z my grandparents, that that is not traditional kinds of

i3 behavicr. It is not condoned. It's something that we
14 have accepted over the last 50, 60 years, just like

i5 alcoholism, that we accept that. We accept it of our
i6 family that, vou know, thev’re going to get over it.
17 tia sickness that they come back with.

17 it's a2 s ne hat ¢ k th

1 It's something that thev've learned from far awavy, v
8 It’s mething that thevy've learned £ far away, and
19 they bring it home. You know, I myself am not one to

20 tolerate that kind of stuff anymore.

21 So like when this person was taken through

23 abuse, the worst kind of child abuse, I guess, and the
24 bank robbery. And now he's in Florence, Colorado,

era,
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But the thing is that, vou know, I Think the

state pays little atte

k3

omes Lo crimes
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that are ~- whether they be Indian perpetrators or

victims -~ to the people, whether it happens on the
tribal lands or off the land, you know, in the state
land. Even with child abuse.

We had a case where fthere were nonindian
children that were being abused by their nonlndian

w

father on tribal land. We can legally detain that

person for mavbe a few hours until the state police

gets there.

ices
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Bu s up to the Child Protection Ser

enforce their laws upon this person.

©
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for the stat

No -- not that we know of, no crime was ever or no

o

charges were ever brought against this person.
= o] il I
M&5. INEZ ODOM: Do you have a guestion?

MR. JOHN GILLIS: Yes. Where are you from

MS. ELAINE ROMERO: I'm from Taos.

MS. ELAINE ROMERO: Yes.

MR. JCHN GILLIS: Because I was just going to

93
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1 cut. And it brings to mind the young lady sitting

2 behind me here, Gladys.

3 She's one who has -- well, she was a teenager

4 when things happened to her, and she’'s now going out

5 and talking to people about it and making pecple awars

6 of the kinds of abuses that are going on. 50 mavbe we

7 could go to her.

g MS. INEZ ODOM: Pass her the mike.

G MS5. MARIE CALICA: First of all, I'm here as
10 her grandmother/mother, and so I'm putting that title
11 on right now, not my management program. I was out on
1z business one weekend, and I want to say something.

o
{ad

It's a slow process, a very 21low Dprocess.

14 The alleged offenders still are free. Slow
i5 legal action has taken place. No charges vyveb. Victims
r g b

16 are in very deep pain. Very deep. S0 are the alleged

17 families. You get to the point sometimes where you

i8g don’t have any faith or trust in our legal svystemn,

19 especially tribal. &And I'1} take a risk here, because

20 we all know what happens.

21 A lot of times, it's due to tribal politics.

22 A lot of tribal politics. You have vyour "old boys”

23 club. It still is the tribal politics.

24 Interrelationships. And 1f vyou pull too much weight in
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1 refer to in our community as blackballed.
2 I met with Senator Enway (7} in 198%. W®We had
3 a c¢hild sexual sbuse case. When I met with him, he

4 said, "You know, this 1s a strong case. Yes, something
5 can be done about it, but I want vou to think about

& this for two weeks. You open this case up, what is

7 this going to do to sovereignty in Indian nation?®

8 I had to go home for two weeks and think

9 about that, think about the poor child that was

10 sexually assaulted by one of our chiefs, and either go
i1 with that or jecpardize our sovereignty. I couldn’t go
1z with it. I put this in the Creator’s hands. And I

13 feel sorry for so many people after that.

14 I was an educator. That's when I went into
15 the Victims of Crime program. When I started, we had
16 one and a half employees. It's growing, and I know

17 Mr. Gillis knows that. 1 just recently applied for the
18 law enforcement in rural counties, because of the

19 economics that lack.
20 We only have two officers, and the turnover
21 is great, like vou say. When your economics are low,

22 you cannot keep trained officers because they can't

jav]
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live 220,000 a year and be the front people.

2 o0 Y
24 Alsc, 1 complained a lot about the investigation, so0
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o
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1 to FBI training, so I did see what they have to go

2 through on cases.

3 But with this, I can see that an attitude

4 change does need to happen not only in Indian Country,
5 but in the U.38. Attorney’s Offices. Because I sat on

5 the board for the state. I remember saying two weeks

7 ago, it's a slow process in the U.8. Attorney’'s Office.
8 Because usually they don't want to take cases

9 unless they know they're going to win. Two attorneys

10 sat at that table, shaking their head with me, but
11 wouldn't say anything because we were being recorded.
1z But we don't even know about the wiitness

i3 program for Indian Country in the state of Oregon. And

17 open. He gives us more strength. And I would like her
18 to speak on that, bescause I'm very proud of her

o
(el

strength.

20 MS. GLADYS GRABEL: My name 1is Gladys Grabel,
21 and I was gang-raped last vyear by two of my best guy
22 friends that I grew up with. They lived in my house
23 and everything. And it was hard, because they walked
24 around and everything like nothing happened and

25 everyvthing. And I know they've done it before.
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1 And I didn't want anybody to know that I was
2 gang-raped because 1 was ashamed and everything. I

3 didn't want nobody to know. I didn’t call the police

4 or anybody, but I told my mom what happened.

5 At that time, she was an advocate for the

& Victims of Crime Services, and she told my dad what

7 happened, and my dad 1is the one that called the police.

8 And the police showed up, and they took my clothes and

9 they tock my bedding.
16 And it happened in my own house, and I have
11 to live in that house. I went about two months without

12 talking, I didn't go nowhere by myself. I couldn't be
=] o Y Y

alone. Advocates came fo talk to me, but I wouldn't

o
L
3

14 talk to them. I didn't want any help. I just wanted
15 it to go under the carpet so ncebody would know and

is everything.

17 And my advocate wanted me to get a

i8 restraining order, so I signed a restraining order. My
19 restraining order wasn't approved because I didn't live
20 with him for a year, so I couldn't get a restraining

21 order. And I was walking arcund and going places and

Ny
N

stuff,

23 And I went to federal court and everything,
24 and they were only going to do it. They didn't have
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1 everything.

z 1 had FBI interview me at investigations,
3 intexrview me. I had my attorney interview me. I

4 didn’t talk that much because I didn’t want fo talk
5 about it. I wanted it to just be left alone and

6 everything.

7 And 1t's hard and everything. And I know

g what people go through and how they just don’t want to

9 express what they want to say, because it is hard and

ot
o]
0]

verything.

i1 And now that my case went from federal court
12 down to tribal court, tribal court doesn’t want fto take
13 it. They don't want to investigate it anymore. And

14 now the perpetrators are suing me, and evervthing, for
15 damages that I have done to them. And it's hard and

i6 everything.

i7 And I don't want to wish bad on anybody, but
i8 it's hard and evervthing. You walk around. It's such
15 a small community, and everybody locks at vou as: She
20 wasn't raped; she's a slut, she's a whore and

21 everything. And you get name calls, and you get

22 threatening calls and everything, saving, "We're going
23 to kill you since you told on us,” and everything. And
24 it's really hard.
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i You can tell them something, and then they just

o

2 put it on the back burner like: Oh, well, she's

3 getting harassed and evervything. And it seems likse

4 when They ly do something and everything, it's too
5 late and everyithing

& And it's kind of hard, and you walk around in
7 the community and vou work, where you work, or who vour

g8 family is and evervthing, and stuff that you have to

9 live every single day, knowing what this person did to
i0 VOou,

i1 And nothing is happening to them. They get
1z to work and they get to sue me, and it's really hard

i4 what he has to go through and everything because he has
15 seen his little girl and evervthing, what he did to me

1% and everything.

17 And on that point, I was invited and I said,

s
o0

"After this, since nothing happened to them, I'm going

19 to go out and I'm going to reach young people and

20 evervthing and tell them, hey, this is not right and
21 vou don't deserve this.”™

22 And I was brought to Miaml to do a guick

23 presentation, and Mr. John Gillis asked me to write a
24 proposal to get a grant so I can help youth in Indian

being
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1 molested in any type of way, to let them know that it's

3 Because nobody deserves tTo be beaten. Nobody
4 deserves to be raped. Nobody deserves anything.

5 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank vou, Gladvs.

6 MS. MARIE CALICA: And with that, I do want

7 to mention, she has reached out to the community

8 already and has high school volunteers working with

9 her. She's a chaperone for the Unity Conference in

10 Palm Springs and ‘Just flew from there for today.

11 And also, to let you know, when I brought up

iz tribal politics t's because one of the perpetrator's

i3 aunts is the chief judge for our tribe; another one of

14 them’s uncle is the attorney. Needless to say more.

i5 I know my granddaughter, and she was a virgin
i6 when this happened, and what this has done fo her
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And we ask for your pravers and support.
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BARBARA SCOTT-RARICK: My name is Barb
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Scott, and I'm a Southern Ute tribal member. I was
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this little orange piece of paper that they
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1 these things. I have a check on all of them, because I
2 am ail of them. And the stories I have to tell today,
3 there is a collective of stories, if vou don’t mind.

4 The first is of my uncle in Dixon. He was

and I have to say the
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6 City of Aztec, the police department was very, very

7 helpful to my family. They gave us police reports.

8 They helped us more than the victim service person did
S for that county, which was San Juan County here in New
10 Mexico. The victim service person for San Juan County

iz When I talk about being part of service

i3 providers under this little crange sheet, I was a

14 victim service provider for Scuthern Ute. We

15 established the program with a grant that Judge Newton

16 {?) had written, I believe back in 1996, I think is

17 what 1t was. So I'm real familiar with the laws.

18 So I was very glad that the police department
19 for Dixon was able to give us the information that they
20 did, but I was very disappointed on a county level that
21 the victim service person for San Juan County didn't

22 know much of the information that they should have

23 known.

24 Just recently, I had a friend who was on the

who was married to a man for
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1 13 yvears; was beaten by the man in the morning; called
2 the police, the Southern Ute police. They came to her
3 house. She showed them the bruises.

4 They came to the house with the perpetrator
5 530 the perpetrator could remove stuff from the house.

7 was there, and they escorted the perpetrator off the
s residence. And she had the bruises. She had a clear
9 case of domestic violence. And I kept telling her,
10 "Call victim services for Southern Ute.” She called
i1 victim services.

iz And I am really

13 services for Southern Ute isn't here, either. I don't
14 know if they were invited or not, but this is cur area
15 and they should be here. It's very important for our
i6 seryvice providers in the area that you are golng to,

17 because you made a list of a variety of areas, and it

19 from this depariment.
20 But the wvictim service person came. The

erBon, Ccams and

P
et
5
b=
@]
j
o
8y
o
{u
o
o
o( D
]
4
i
o3
{
Lol
4
)
o]
&5
e

director,

22 made breakfast for the victim, cleaned her house, and
23 washed her dishes, rather than providing her services
24 as a victim service provider.

25 She also explained to this woman that
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compensated. Which we al

a timely process. 8o that’s on a tribal level.

As myself as a victim, or actually I was
considered a perpetrator because it was during a
domestic vioclence incident with my last husband -- but

But anvyway, I shot at him. I didn't shoot
him. I shot at him. When law enforcement -- and that
was tribal law enforcement. He was a nontribal member.
When law enforcement came, tribal level, they didn't
know what papers to fill ocut.

Because I had worked with victim services, I

wanted to prosecute me with attempted murder on a

ey

but they didn't know how to do that
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became involved, law enforcement, county, and Southern

And they did absclutely nothing to him., He
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was never prosecuted.
M5, INEZ ODOM: I was going to ask you, why
did you shoot at him?

BARBARA SCOTT-RARICK: Oh, domestic

=
[

viclence. He was coming at me.

M5. INEZ ODOM: Okav.

the right to bear arms.

MS. INEZ ODOM: I'm with vyou.
M5, BARBARA SCOTT-RARICK: Anvway, and I
didn't shoot him. I didn't shoot him. Okay? I shot
at him, to keep him away from me, which I told the
police where the gun was. I'm the one who called the

3

police, told them I shot at him. I'm the one that

helped them out with the information to get all this

So on that instance, it was county and tribal

dgeable on filling out forms on
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On a federal -~ or actually, on your level,

ted

had worked, as I said, with victim services for
Southern Ute for two vears, and the woman who tooOk over

victim services was not very helpful to wvictims.
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1 know about a lot of cases that happen on the Southern

2 Ute reservaition, is that people still call me in the

3 middle of the night, duving the day. They pretty much
4 call me all The time.

5 Anyway, this incident had happened, and I had

& referred the assistant to the victim service program
7 back to the Victims of Indian -- Victims Assistance in
8 Indian Crime person, the person who had control of the

9 grant money.

16 And I told her, YIf something is not

i1 happening within your program, vou need to let them
1z know. You need to make them aware of what is

13 happening.”

i4 Well, it went to the director of that

15 srogram, and nothing happened. They came down and
3 g P

16 talked with the woman. But when I had -- I was hired
17 back by the tribe to write the victim’'s assistance

18 grant because the director was not capable of writing
15 it.

20 wWhen 1 went through the statistics, I had to
21 resign, because the statistics weren't in corder. There
22 wasn't -- the information was not there to held the

23 foundation of the grant. So on that level, there was
24 inconsistency.

25 And then the last thing I have to say is,
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1 there was a case that happened on Scuthern Ute, which
Z it was a nontribal member with a tribal member, and

3 the man beat the woman severely, beat her severely.

4 She was a beautiful woman, but she was unrecognizable
5 after he had beat her. B&And the Feds wouldn't take the

7 50, vou know, all of these things that we're
8 hearing, they are real similar, you know, things that
9 aren't happening on county, tribal, federal, city.

10 Thev're not happening.

11 But you guys are the controllers of the

1z money, and I'm going te keep saying that vou people are
13 the people who make the guidelines of where the grants
14 go, who gets the grants.

15 And I truly strongly believe that 1f you put
16 in those grants -- I know that it happened with VOWA

17 because it was mandatory. It was law enforcement,
18 victim services, prosecution, tribal judges had to

20 So it's not like we’'re not getting the

21 training. We're not getting the consistency with it.
22 And that's on all levels, you know, not Jjust tribal,
23 but all levels.

24 So 1f your department -- I would pray that

25 vou would puf into those grant guidelines that it's




If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.

1 mandatory that you work with one another, or alse you
2 don't get that money or scmething happens to vou, you
3 have to return the money or something.

Ao

Because, vou know, we're not just talking

5 about consequences for offenders. We're talking about

7 obligations to victims.
8 And with that, I moved up so I could talk,

9 pecause I like to talk. But anyway, that's why I'm
10 sitting here now.

11 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank vou, Barbara. Thank
12 vou. And you have a lot of pressure on you because,

13 Elton, it's lunchtime. But I'm going to have Ena check

14 outside and see the status of that. And I don't want
15 to be discourteous and not give you your time. So

16 she's peeking, she's peeking. It's there.

17 MR. ELTON NASWOCD: 1 saw pie out there, so I

f—
b

think we're ready.

18 MS. INEZ ODOM: Piel! Step aside, people. 5o
20 here’s the way we're going to do the lunch, folks.

21 Okay? We're going to get up; we're going to get our

22 lunch; we're going to bring it in; sit down:; have about
23 15, 20 minutes of chitchat, and =at. And then we are
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1 iight, Fantastic. So vwe're going Lo resume this

2 process at 12:30.

3 And we have a couple of housekeeping things.
4 We want to pick these sheets up, so if you would leave

L
o

hem out on the table, and

& cross~reference them with our documents, and then you
7 have to be back in your seat.

g Gladys?

S MS. GLADYS GRABEL: I do have something to

i1 MS. INEZ ODOM: Gladys has something to savy.
12 MS. GLADYS GRARBREL: If it wasn't for John
13 Gillis, I wouldn'®t be here, so I would like to say

e
=S

thank you before I leave. 1 have to

et
o

&

airplane and go back to Palm Spring

i6 girls that I'm chaperoning.

17 50 if it wasn't for him, I wouldn't be here.
i8 So thank you.

18 {Applause.)

20 MS. INEZ ODOM: And Gladys, I don't like to
21 single people ocut, but I really have to say I'm very
22 moved and I'm really proud of you, just as one human
23 being to another. Amen, brother.

24 {Recess was held from 12:01 p.m. until 12:45 p.m.
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1 MS. INEZ ODOM: Elton has been gracious

2 enough —- RAda has to leave, so Rda 1s going ©o go

3 first, and then Elton will have his turn. We do have
4 some new guests, but I'11 let vyou introduce yourselves
5 when Ada has completed. Thanks.

& M5, ADA PECOS MELTON: Actually, the guests
7 that we have are people who I work with, and MNorbert

g Hill, who is our executive director for the American

9 Indian Graduate Center is here, and one of the reasons

i1 that we wanted to make the Office for Victims of Crime
12 aware about our effort with the American Indian

13 Graduate Center, which I sit on as the vice-president
14 of the boazrd.

i5 Our effort and our goal is to try fto get

16 Indian professicnals into the field of viciim services,
i7 and we would like for the Office for Victims of Crime
18 to loock at our Indian graduate students as possible

19 interns, fellows, whatever it is that we can do.

20 And that's the primary reason why Norbert is
21 here, and he’s being escorted today by his lovely wife,
22 Mary Hill, who in her past has been in probation,

23 worked in the field of probation, so she has some

24 really good perspectives that she can share about

25 sensitizing probation officers and being good victim
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1 sexrvice supporters,

Z 8¢ having said that, I'm very happy that alil
3 of you came. I had the pleasure of going to the

4 roundtable that the office had in Phoenix last month, I
5 believe,

& M5. INEZ ODCM: Put the mike up.

7 M5, ADA PECOS MELTON: And I remember all of

10 because I heard from nonindian victims. I heard what
il they ~~ the similar things that vou've shared today and

12 will share the rest of this afternoon.

i3 I had not ever openly or publicly talked
14 about the victimization that my own family has gone
15 through. We lost our brother, my youngest brother, in
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h about 20 years ago, I guess 1it's been, in
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He was 20 vears old.
18 He was the only non~drinking person, and he

8 was on his way home. It was New Year's Eve. And some

ot
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20 friends of his picked him up and didn't drop him off at

21 the house.

27 They went on, and about three miles away from
23 the Pueblo of Jemez, the driver drove off, right about
24 a bridge. It was like a turnoff, like one of these

25 deadmen’®s curve kind of piaces. And my brother fell
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1 out of the car and was killed. The car landed on top

2 of him.

3 O0f course, you know, some of the trauma that
4 vou all have talked about, we were all traumatized.

5 And in our ifrauma, when we are victims, we really don't
& know what to ask for. And so I know that as victims,

7 we need to be aware, knowledgeable, skilled, and all of
8 those kinds of things, but when vyou are in trauma, you
9 just are pot thinking of those things.
10 And I really appreciate your comments about:
11 You don’t plan to be a victim, so you really can't

ok
DN

study about it beforehand.

i3 In twenty years, since 1980, we have never
14 known whether or not the person who killed my brother

i5 was ever prosecuted, because on the night that my

16 brother died, they were trying to figure out who had

i7 jurisdiction. They wanted to know which officers

i8 should respond. They were arguing about who should

i9 respond, who shouldn't respond, what ambulance should
20 come, all those kinds of things.

21 They were arguing about those kinds of

22 things, and not getting the help that my -- I don't

23 know 1if my brother was killed instantly or noct, but

24 they wasted a lot of precious time to get my brother to

ital.
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1 We never were informed about any of the

2 things. And back then, if I had known what I know now,
3 back then, we could have done something.

4 Recently, my mother turned 80 years old, and
5 she’s asked me and she's kind of challenged me to find
6 cut: What happened that night? How come none of these
7 things ever happened?

g There was no eguity in terms of the things

G that my family could have received in terms of help.

10 Knowing the legal systems that were invelved, clearly
i1 the jurisdictional nightmare that you've been hearing
12 about, we went through. And she has asked me to really
13 look into: What happened to our brother that night?
14 And why did one do anything?

i5 And we didn't really understand what to do.

16 And so for my mother, she's urging me because, vou

17 know, she's an elder and sometimes the elders, they

18 start telling you about -- they start talking like,

19 *I1'm not going to be here much longer, and I need this
20 r my peace of mind and my heart before I go off and
21 back with vyour brother.”

22 So I have this time clock that's pushing me.
23 And the thing that was really good about going to

24 Phoenix or ~~ was it Phoenix? Yeah, Phoenix, that we
25 did this. I met people there from New Mexico who are
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1 helping me find that case. She's actually doing a

2 search, a woman that I met. She was sitting right next
3 to me. 1 said, "God, there iz a God, and She is really
4 nice.”

5 But it was really important that -- I think

& ong of the things that I'm getting out of fhis is that

7 it's really good for victims to be brought together to

8 talk about what their experience was. Because it

g really supports victims, learning from each others’

16 experience.

i1 And I know that by telling what happened to

1z vou, it helps the people who are documenting to pick

13 out all of the things that we can put together in a

14 decument: lack of information, lack of sensitivity of
15 the officers, lack of knowledge.

16 We can figure out jurisdicticonal maze. You
17 know, we can do that. The lack of colliaboration. The
18 lack of coordination. The lack of family support. How
19 to help the family be supported.

20 111 of these things are coming out by you

21 sharing your experience, so I really encourage all of
22 you, and any of you -—- you know, Elaine talked about
23 her niece being victimized.

24 Every bit of information that you're telling
25 in your experience, relating vour experience, is going
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z to help the office really be able Lo put together a
2 document.

3 Some of it is going to be, vyou know,

4 retelling the stories and the experiences that you
5 have, but cut of there we're going to be able to
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6 synthesize al issues that vou went through and

7 all of the solutions that vou're recommending.

g And I think that that’'s really going to be

9 important, and it's also going to provide us with new
10 areas. One of the linkages I'm thinking is, research
i1 is one. Internships, where we focus, as 1 said, our

1z feliows in a particular area that we can have them

i3 research information, write monographs, all those kinds
14 of things.

15 We have talked a lot this morning on tribal

pefore, but we

i
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i6 leadership, and I meant to tell you this
17 have a proiect that's not finished with the Office for

18 Victims of Crime, that Kathy Sanders (?) had asked me

19 to work on. HNo one wanted to take on this project, so
20 when she called me, she was pretty in need of somebody
21 who would be willing. And I call the project In Search
22 of Tribal Leadership.

23 And it's for all these reasons that we heard
Z4 this morning about ocur tribal leaders not taking

s not taking seriously the

it

™2
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seriously -- or part of it
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i issues that wictims have. But more importantly, I

z2 think, is ti ust don't know what to do.

3 A lot of our leaders in Indian Country are

4 not lawyers, are not law trained, are not academically
) ~— they don't have their credentials from universities
6 or things like that. But they have a lot of their

7 Ph.D. knowledge in tribal knowledge. They understand
g their communities and all that.

9 And so a lof of our elected and appolnted
10 leaders are dealing with all kinds of issues, from

i1 waste management, to roads, to health care, to child
iz care, all day long. And so their attention 1s very

13 short in terms of these kinds of issues, so0 it looks
14 like they get minimized.
15 But a lot -- and this project that we're

16 doing or that we need to pick up and f£inish, I had
17 talked to and did something of what you're doing here
18 with tribal leaders. And I wanted to write a document,

19 written by tribal leaders, for tribal leaders.

Z0 And & lot of the things that vou have talked
Z1 about are really based on a couple of things. One is
22 that they don't know.

23 Two, they are afraid to let vou know they

Z4 don®t know, because they’re supposed to be your leader;

3

i
(2]

right? And our expectation is that they ought to know.

)

1
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1 And they don't know.

2 Third is that many of them are, you know,

3 harboring a lot of dysfunctional issues of their own;
4 maybe not personally, but in their own families. So

5 they also feel fear of letting everybody know that "I

& have these issues, myself.” And so we can put our

7 finger on what is 1t that prohibits tribal leaders from
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ms, and hopefully with

[ e]
o
6]
et
]
R
=
O
4
[0
n
i
el
e]
O
L}
ot
o
<
0]
[
@]
<
Js
¢}
-+
ot

2 3 P

this document, we need to bring it back alive and

W

10 finish it.

i1 We already have the outline, and these are
1z tribal leaders, governors, tribal council, judges who
13 gave us information about what prohibits vyou from being
14 a better victim advocate in your community.

i5 So I think that one of the things that they
16 recommended strongly was this training. However, they
17 also said that, "You are going to have to create a

18 marketing scheme and trick them into it, too, because
19 none of them are just going to, you know, sign up for
20 your training.” So along with the gaming issue or

21 something, we cught to slip that in, right in the

22 middle of it, in some sublime way.

23 But anyway, those, I think, are the most

24 important things that I wanted to share with you, is
25 that although we're bringing up a lot of issues in
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1 Eiton.
2 MR, ELTON NASWOOD: (Speaking in Indian
3 language.) Hello. My name is Elton HNaswood. I am of

4 the Mear to the Water People Clan. I am born for the

5 Edge of the Water People Clan. My maternal

6 grandiather's clans are the Mexican clan. My paternal
7 grandfather's clans are the Tange {(?} cian, and this is
g8 how I am MNavaio.

9 I am currently the program manager with a

P P

10 nonprofit organization named the Tribal Law and Policy

&

11 Institute. Our main office is in Los Angeles, and we
1z have a sub office in Anchorage, Alaska.

i3 In our office in Anchorage, Alaska, we work
14 with Dianne Payne {?) who is the children's Hdustice

15 specialist, and she works with a number of people here
i6 who have CJA grants. She provides the technical

17 assistance for them and does victim services, as well,
18 for them.

18 She was unfortunately not able to be here,
20 but will hopefully be at the next roundtable

21 discussion, but had asked me to come to talk about my
22 situation as a victim -- as a victim-survivor. I like
23 that better, because it makes 1T more positive.

24 I had shared this story with Dianne onc

25 before, and we had shared stories together and had
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1 grown confident in esach other, in what she does and
2 what I do. I work out of the office in Los Angeles
3 with the executive director, Jerry Gardener, (7)) which

4 some of vou may know, as well.

5 My primary responsibilities with the

6 institute have to do with technical assistance with

7 drug court programs. 8o a lot of these issues we're

8 talking about with different agencies I see, as well,
S in the drug court movement for tribal communities.

10 However, I will discuss more so my situation
11 as being a victim-survivor. 1 see on this panel here
1z that I'm, besides the person on my right, one of only
13 two males on this panel, which 1s going to be a little
14 different, in the sense that my story will be different
i5 than other peocple who have shared this morning.
16 My situation did not happen on the

17 reservation. It happened off the reservation, and I
18 think the issues there are similarly the same in terms

19 of the reporting and the response that I got.

20 I was a victim of a hate crime, a hate crine
z1 which has just become defined within our legal systems

27 within the last five years. ind I'm not actually

23 necessarily sure if it was a hate crime because I was a
Z4 Native American or because of my sexual orientation.

o

25 And that’s a guestion that has been pondered in my mind

ot
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T was in my second vear of undergraduate

Ee]

college in Phoenix, and I had gone downtown to pick up

o

some friends. Downtown 1s nobt a good place to be,
which I should have knew that T shouldn't have been

there. But I had gone there to pick them up, had heard

Mexican people

h
4
o]
&
%
I}
55:&
)

el
o
o

3
%,_w;
o)
fan
g
o

-y
o
5
o
i
9
kol
A5
i)
7
o
“y

riding around, you know, looking for trouble.

Mot knowing that I was walting for them at my

car ~- or at my friend's car because I didn't have a
car at the time -- and they had driven by, you know,

saying different slurs and shouted out different

things. And when I had seen that,
the car, and I was unable to.
They had Jumped out of the back of the truck

they were in; had attacked me; hit me; eventually got

me to the ground and had kicked me. And there were

five people. I remember five individuals.

And for some reason ~- I don’t know if it's
just a natural response with an individual, but vou
kind of curl up, and you put vour hands over your head.
And I did that. And luckily, I did that, because I

head which are very deep, four of them. They had hit
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1 me, bluntly hit me in the back of my head with rocks

2 from a construction area nearby; continued kicking me.
3 And people -- my friends had actually come

4 out of where they were, and everyone dispersed, and I

5 was out there blseding. I didn't know at the time, but

6 I kind of blacked out and lost memory and ended up

]

ta

bt

7 being taken to the local IHS hosp .
5 I was there, was treated, and apparently 1

S had a concussion, which I didn’t know I had. I was

th

10 asked if I should report it or not, and decided the
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following day that I should because it was something

[y
.

that had happened to me. Sc 1 did, with Maricopa

13 County police, because it did happen in metro Phoenix.

i4 I had done that. I had been asked to seek

15 counseling with IHS but didn't feel comfortable talking
16 to a nonlndian person in counseling. You know, they

17 didn’t understand who I was. They didn’'t understand my
18 issues. So I discontinued going to counseling there.
19 I tried to follow up with the reporting.

20 Nothing could really be done because I didn't get a

21 really ciear identification of these individuals, but I
22 knew there were five Mexican guys. So basically, my

23 case was dropped.

24 I had gone back to the reservation to try to
25 seek some type of counseling in a way, because at that

N
ok
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i point I felt like —-- it was my second year in college.
Z I felt like I didn't want to be in the city anymore. 1

3 didn't want to go to school.

So I went back home. 1 went to IHS again.
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5 And people there weren't r

& "It happened down there., Those issues don't happen
7 here on the reservation. You know, those type of
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things don't happen to us here.”

5 Which in fact they do, you know, whether it's
10 a male, whether it's a female, you know, whether it's
11 with a homosexual or a hetercsexual or whether it's a

1z couple, that type of thing. And they told me that, and
13 I felt disenchanted with the service, with the advice I

15 Like many of vou, I have a good network of

16 family. I was raised in the traditional way with my

17 family. 1In Navajo, we practice our traditional culture
i8 as well as the pevyote religion.

18 So with that in mind, my family took me to

20 have cearemony, what-have-you. And that helped me to a

21 certain extent to overcome this issue and allowed me to
22 return and go back f¢ school.

But my thing is that the jurisdictioconal issue

el
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again comes up here, you know. The people I went to

oenix didn't know who I was, didn't know what
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1 culturally was acceptable or not acceptable. And then
2 I tried to go back home and tried to get services

3 there, and them telling me that, "Oh, it happened down
4 there. 1t doesn’t happen here.”

5 So there is kind of a dichotomy there in

& which, as a victim, I felt had no place to turn, and
7 which I finally turned to my family.

8 This is like Ada. I'm in the same situation
9 as BAda. This is the first time I'm publicly speaking
10 cut about this. I spoke with Dianne and with only
11 several people about this.

iz But in terms of understanding the services

i3 available, I think that people at a state level should
14 be able to understand what Indian people go through,
i3 whether it's something very general, in terms ©

ific issues, or something very basic.

3

16 culturally spe
17 There are only a limited number of specially
18 trained people who are Indiapn out there, and with that,
19 there’s a high number of turnover. Caseloads begin to
20 be very high for pecple. I mean, a number of the

21 providers here, I'm sure, feel overwhelmed. We need to

22 be able tTo train more of those type of people in the

23 urban areas, as well as in the reservaltion areas, to be
24 able to handle cases such as The ones we've discussed

he
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unding needs to still be allowable to

2 continue these program development, such program

3 developments as CJA, victim advocates, VOCA, thosse type
4 of things, in order for us to be able to find these

5 services and be able to be offered these services.

6 Another thing, I mentioned me using my

d

traditional ways, my traditional ceremonies. That also

g needs fo be taken intoe consideration with grant

Ei fundings in a way to have victims be able to use that
10 as a way of healing, as a therapeutic method. Because
11 a lot of times, counseling doesn’'t help with victims.
12 Most of us come from very strong-based
13 cultures that still practice these ceremonies, and I
14 think those will help in healing and understanding what
15 had happened te an individual. BAnd that’s another

71

16 issue, and I know we'll prcobably be able to talk more

17 about tradition and culture, hopefully this afternoon,
18 but we can get into detail about that.
19 Other than that, I would like to thank you
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vour Time and allowing me to speak. 2And for me,

21 this is kind of healing, as well. This happened almost
22 six or seven vears ago, and I was just thinking about
Z23 it, coming this morning, that by being able to speak
24 about it, I'm healing myself. And it feels positive
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1 And that's not my phone, so I'11 let somebody
2 answer that. Other than that, thank vou very much.

3 {Speaking in Indian language.)

4 MS. INEZ ODOM: Is it the Judge’s phone? I

5 apologize for the evil telephone. Is 1t the Judge's

o

phone? Whose phone is 1t? Spankings for the phone

7 person. Yeah. Well, the Judge's phone went off

g before, so he may be the culprit. 0Okay. All right,.

5 CBMERAMAN: Can you give me a second here?
10 MS. INEZ ODOM: BAbsolutely. We are doing

11 some repositioning. I'm actually going to go to Daniel

12 and Katherine Albert, though, because they have been

13 waiting really patiently, this couple up here. Yeah.

14 And then I'm going to come to you if that's all right,

i5 Thank you. Mr. Gillis has something to say.

16 MR. JOHN GILLIS: Bub I'11 wait.

17 MS. INEZ ODOM: This camera has film,

18 MR. JOHW GILLIS: Oh, okay. I just wanted to
19 respond to something that Eiton said. He mentioned

20 this is the first time that he's talked publicly about
21 it. And one of the things that occurs when we have

22 these roundtables is that we find that there are peopls
23 who for the first time feel like talking because they
24 are among people who understand what thevy've gone
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1 So this is not unusual. So don't feel badly
2 about 1it. But it does happen guite freguently, and

3 it’s really a blessing.

4 I was just wondering whether or not most of

[0x4

vou have attended any support groups. Have you done

& that in the past?

7 MS. INEZ ODOM: By show of hands, how many

8 have? Okay. How many have not?

S MR, JOHN GILLIS: Okavy.
10 MS. ROSE MARY SHAW: I think we're forgetting
11 the traditicnal ways. We don’t lock at support

12 meetings. We look at traditional ways to do this,

13 instead of support groups.

14 MR. JOHN GILLIS: Okay.

15 MS. INEZ ODOM: Rose Mary, that's a really
i6 important point, so much so, I would liée you to

17 revisit that with the microphone., Otherwise, it's not
18 on the record.

18 M5, ROSE MARY SHARW: Okay. I think a lot of
20 the times, administration, bureaucracies, see things in
21 a pan—Indian type of environment. Our traditions are
22 so different, and we have 500 tribes, and all these

23 tribes are diversely cultural.

24 We have five civilized tribes in Oklahoma
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1 Indians or the Acomas or the Navaio or those type of
z pecple. And our pecople ~— and this is my beliel -~ my
3 pecple taught us how to take care of ocurselves, how to
4 take care of each other. And we have to use those
5 ways. But we have to ask for it.
& And our families know those ways. You know,
7 it’s that oral thing that comes down. And I think that
g that oral piece that comes down, our families know how
9 to do that. They know how to prav for us in those ways
10 that they were taught. They know how to pray to the
it Creator to come down and take care of this person.
iz And it’s not something that vyou can take a
i3 conference and say, "Okay, this is how do you it.”
14 Because like in Washington, their ways are different
15 than others. I mean, it's just so diverse. There is
16 just no pilece that you can go and teach that.
17 It has to be done on—site and as c¢lose fo
18 cn—-site as can be done, in my opinion.
15 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank vyou.
20 MR. JOHN GILLIS: 1 hear what you're savying,
21 but I'm also hearing people say that, "We're in pain,
22 and I've had this pain for a long time.” BAnd if
23 getting together with somebody else and talking about
24 it helps vou relieve that pain, I think it’'s
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1 telling vou to do 1t or saying, "This 1s the best for
2 vou, "
3 Because in many instances, there are several

4 things that will help you. But if this is one that

5 helps vou, then get together with ¢ther victims and
ps ¥ f g g

5 talk about how you can prevent someone else from

7 becoming a victim. And in addition to that, you are
g8 healing vourself. But it's nothing against the

9 cultures and mores of Indian Country.

10 MS. INEZ ODOM: Okay, this lady.
11 MS. MARIE CALICA: And I agree with that,
12 Mr. Gillis, but alsc with what Rose is saving, that

i3 each one differs. And what we've done 1in our programn
14 now, after several years and researching it and taking
15 stats and talking and interviewing people, we are now

offering what type of services do they want in their
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17 healing process?

18 And like Gladys mentioned earlier, the mishap
i9 of what happened to her, happened in her home. So we
20 had a traditional cleansing of the home and continue to
21 do things traditionally to help her and the family.

22 So there are different ways we're offering

23 now, you know, because we also have inter~tribal

24 marriages, different tribes marrying into our tribe.
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1 But the support groups 1s a choice. It's
2 almost like the old story of the quilt-making. They
3 don't just sit and talk. They make things, do

and thevy're talking about everything else while they’re

m

& MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you. There were hands

]

0

over here’

8 MS. ELAINE ROMERO: I just wanted to make a

g comment about what was said about the culture., What we
10 find in our community is that a lot of times we have to
11 make other kinds of resocurces available besides

12 cultural.

13 Because in some of the families that we do
14 work with, by inter-generational substance abuse and
15 other social problems within the family, the shame
16 that's assoglated with domestic violence or sexual

17 abuse, and some of the issues around gender kind of --

. e

18 sometimes they isolate the family or the vict
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19 getting those necessary support systems to come into

20 play for you when you need them, especially, vou know,
21 when it has been like it's the grand -- maybe the

22 mother and the daughter.

23 You know, there's two generations there. And
24 then, vyou know, trving to get them back into the
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1 cultural beliefs are, and support systems. I think we
2 have to use any service that is avallable. Whatever

3 works.

4 Because a lot of times people don't really

5 know. They've bsen so disassociated from those ways of
6 life that we're really lucky to even know those kinds

7 of things, vou know, in some of the work that we're

9 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank vyou so much. The lady
10 in purple? I'm scorry. It's Natalia.
il MS. WATALIA CALHOUN: In ocur area, we have
iz specific people that practice traditional healing. And

i3 in our crime victims program I've written intoc & couple
14 of grants for stipends for traditional healers. BAnd of
i5 course our state doesn’t have criteria, you know, in
16 thelr -- I think they’'re kind of loocking for ways to

17 mavbe be able tco allow some of the grant funds to go
18 toward traditional healing.

18 Both times I've written it in there, and of
20 course it's gotten turned down. And the one just this
21 last time, they asked me, "Well, vou’ll need to have
22 the traditional healer write up a resume. You'll need
23 to include their certifications and where they were

Z24 taught,” and all this kind of stuff. And I said,
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5 working with our clients. But vyou can't get any of
6 them to come out there on a volunteer basis and donate
7 their gas money and donate thelr time, vou know, for

o
&
o
e
b
[
(4]
oy
0
jo
}»MJ
o}
o}
¢
0]
™
el
®
¢}
=
O
IS
4
o+
IR
o
o3
}NJ
[
Jt
O
o}
8
‘....l

Indian healers tTo pay money for gas out of their own

b
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ot
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pocket and to travel many miles, you know, to perform

1z this for our clients.

13 And so I keep trying to put it in grants and
14 draw it to the attention that many of our Indian

15 clients are asking for that, and we can't continus to
i6 ask cur Indian traditional healers to provide a service
17 for free.

i8 And it's not that they're asking for any

19 money, because real traditional healers don't ask. But

20 we can't keep asking them to spend their own money to

21 do it. And so I think this is a real important issue
22 to talk about.
23 And the other thing, I ‘just have to brag a

i
s

little bit., We had written into one of our grants that

.

25 we would make a video using some of our survivors.
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1 And we just finished filming it, and it's just

2 it, a

3 and

4

5 tic

5 son and
7 went through treatment. She went through therapy.

g8 They're still going through therapy, family therapy and

2

9 individual therapy. They're back together again.

10 Things are working oul pretty good. And a rape victim

12 But they are all really strong survivors.

13 Their stories are just very powerful. And we are going
14 to use this for awareness and prevention education.

i3 And the first one we're presenting it to is to ocur

16 tribal . So it's turned out really well,

17 And that's all I have to say. I just wanted
18 to say that it took a while, you know, to get people to
19 step forward and say that they would do this, be a part
20 of this video. But tThe ones that did step forward,

21 theilr stories are very powerful.

22 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you so much.

23 MS. NATALIA CALHOUN: Thank vyou. I want to
24 thank all of the people who are here, too, who have

O

You know, I have a lot of
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respect and admiration for you doing this.
MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you so much.
MS. NATALIA CALHOUN: Thank you.
MR. JOHN GILLIS: I didn't gquite understand

what vyou

to vou about tr

s
i
.
e
9
3

our reguest for
our grants. And

were san

ATALIA CALHOUN:

what the states are saying

aditicnal healers.

Yeah. They are denvying

putting the traditional healers into
at first they were just saying,

to get resumes, you have
Y

yvou have to tell us

<

taught, and how many vears,” and all this kind of
stuff.

And I said, "Well, that's not the way
traditional healing works,” you know. And I could go
to -- you know, the ones you select to work with your

and vy
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ant that you w
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I mean, i

cnes that are well known, well

ou know that they are able to help

HN GILLIS: OCkay. If you can think of
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st give me an example of the kind o
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ALIA CALHOUN: Okxay.
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i MR. JOHN GILLIS: OCkay.

2 MS. INEZ ODOM: 1 see some more hands.

3 Sheila, did you want to make a point? And then I see

4 aArdith wants to make a point.

5 But the Alberts have had the patience of Job
2 here in terms of waiting for their turn, sc I'm just

7 feeling like I would like to let them be able to tell

8 their story. I'd like the Hills to be able to

9 introduce themselves.
10 And then can we follow up on these points, if
11 you'll just jot down some notes? YYes, Inez, we can do
1z that.” BAll right. Okay. Who would like the mike?

o
ar
O
el
o

14 MR. DANIEL ALBERT: My name is Danisl Albert.
135 I'm here with my wife, Katherine. We're victims -~-

16 survivors, asg mentioned before. Our daughter was

17 killed dust this past January here in the city of

i8 Albuqgquerqgue.

15 And we have Jjust gone to trial -- I mean not
20 trial, but a plea bargain agreement with the ‘juvenile
21 division on one of the perpetrators, and he's now being
2z sent to the juvenile detention center to ssgrve his

23 sentence, a maximum of seven years, and hopefully he

24 won't get out until he's 21.
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the Citv of Albuguerque and the homicide division for

(=

2 the guick work that they did in catching the

3 perpetrators and bringing them to justice, and also to
4 our attorneys that are now prosecuting these juveniles.
5 The advocates with them are keeping in contact with us

6 and keeping us informed of what'’s going on with the

g And I would like to put great praise on Fran
9 Flores for being there for us when we needed her, and
10 keeping in touch with us.

11 I know that victims

12 have a very blank mind when something like this

[

i3 happens. I know we all have loss of relatives, and
14 that comes into play when it comes to making

15 arrangements for your loved ones and taking care of
16 them as far as burial goes.

17 Maybe being that we lost relatives, quite a
18 few relatives 1in between, that we were able to

19 comprehend that part and do our job in preparing our
20 journey for our daughter.

21 You know, there are a lot of questions that

B
a7

pecple ask when scomething like this happens, and Fran

was there for us when we had guestions to ask. If she

N
L)
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didn't know the answer, she would make the effort to go

nd find the answer for us.
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1 S0 I think it's very -- I know that -- well,

z I would say that we were planning a trip to Arizona

3 this weekend, but we made an effort to be here for the

4 Laguna Pueblo program and make sure that we support

5 that program, Decause it has been very helpful to us.

6 And I want to just say thank you, Fran, for

7 being there with us.

g And 1I'11 pass the mike on to Kathy for her

9 comment.
10 MS. KATHERINE ALBERT: My name is Katherine
11 Albert. I don't know if I can speak about my daughter.
1z It*s been verv hard on us, but we've had a lot of

13 support. And I also would like to thank our chief of
14 police, Michelle Cochran. She went out of her way to
15 help us.

16 We had a lot of family support, relatives, a
17 lot of her friends, people we didn't even know were her
18 friends. And of course the police department here in
19 Albuguerqgue.
20 She was very brutally murdered. She was
21 raped. All by a 13-year-old, and his accomplice is 15.
22 His trial hasn't started vyet, but they haven't notified
23 us as to when it's going to be held.

P
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And all the 13-year-old got was seven years.

him besides
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1 the murder and the residential burglary. This was all
2 planned, and it is scary to know a 13-year-old could
3 pilan all this and then carry it out.
4 She was in the process of moving home with us
5 because of the burglary that happened the week before,
5 and she trusted fhese people. And she asked his
7 parents to watch her place while she was gone. That's
8 why the boy knew that she was gone.
9 And he very comfortably stayed in her
10 apartment. They ate everything that they could there,
11 all her fast-food stuff. BAnd what they didn't eat,
1z they took with them. They stole a lot of her jewelry
13 and her key, extra key to her vehicle.
14 S0 we wanted her to move home until she could
15 find a better place. BAnd we were there, waiting for
16 the landlord to come. The police wanted them to see
17 what kind of condition they left the house in. We
18 waited until 11:30, and they never showed up.
18 And now they’re asking us to pay for the
20 cieaning charge of the apartment after my daughter was
21 murdered in it. I don't think that's fair, for them to
22 be asking us that. They should ask his parents for the
23 cleaning.
24 Besides, he's just going to be out in a few
z5 vears, and probably he’s going to be doing the same
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1 thing to somebody else, but the Jjuvenile system says

Z they can't do anything else To him, that thai's the

3 law.

4 And he would have been 14. He was 14 in Mavy,

but he committed this crime when he was 13. That's why

(82

e

6 he's getting away with evervt
Y > Y b

I would just like to thank everybody here for

o

8 their support, especially Fran. She did everything for

9 us. She kept the media away from us, even du

11 My daughter was sent off with all the

12 traditional doings. That was the way she wanted it.

13 Thank vou.

14 MR, DANIEL ALBERT: I would just like to make
i5 an additional comment, that kind of jotted down some

16 things here, listening to the victims here., I Think

17 what we need to do is form a group of victims on the

18 reservations and have a meeting with our tribal members
18 and our governors and see if we can make some changes

20 in the laws and statutes of the reservation. I think
23 they would listen to us if we do that.

22 Also, I know that the City of Albuguergue has
23 divisions for their domestic abuse and vour child abuse
24 and all your other viclent crime divisions. I think we

few of the officers in such divisions,
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1 that they could be more helpful when something like
z this happens.
3 I think that's all I want to say now. Thank

4 you.

5 MS. INEZ ODOM: John, do you want to respond?
& M5. JEANNIE GREGORI: I wanted to mention,

7 one of the boxes of resources that didn't make it here,

& it has our discretionary program plan in it. And in

9 that, Mr. Gillis has created a brand-new sclicitation.
i0 It's called Project Hope, That would give money for

newly formed nonprofits or grass roots organizations to

st
oo
.
o

iz do new things that haven't been done before.
13 And sc I want to get this information to you,

o
sl

because it goes throughout the year, to put in for

money for that. BAnd actually, Mr. Gillis made it so

foad
L

16 vou do not have to have your nonprofit status to apply
17 for the money. Did evervbody hear that?

18 MR. JOHN GILLIS: Okay. One other thing vou

20 that -~ did it happen on the reservation or Indiazn -~
21 MR. DANIEL ALBERT: HNo, in the city of
z22 Albuguergue.

AN
o5}

MR. JOHN GILLIS: In the city?

24 MR. DANIEL ALBERT: Yes.

L

MR, JOHN GILLIS: The state VOCA people, o

o
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vour victim witness person.

you want to respond?
MS. FRANCES FLORES: Yes. BAnd that's exactly

what we did with the crime victims compensation claim.

I'm sure the renter, or ithe people that were leasing
the apartment to Melissa, thought it was reasonable.

think the Alberts and myself and the

sl
&
-
-

detectives on the case were really offended that they

surprised, because we felt it was unnecessary. But

what happened.
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gquickly, 1if I could,

-

et

just rea

wanted to

address, go kind of back. I had hoped to have more

”

victims here today, and I'm so grateful that the ones
from the Pueblo of Laguna are here. But I wanted to
talk about Sheila and Natasha real guick.

One of the things that I thought w
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e

important, that Sheila forgot to mention -~ and I know

she's under a lot of medication with }

oy

er chemo and
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1 stuff, so her memory is a little disjointed, and we had
Z talked about that on the wavy down here.

3 But one of the things, when Brian Smith was

4 first taken into federal court, we all got notice to

5 appear in federal court, and we appeared in federal

6 court. And we didn't really know -~ we didn’t even

7 know it was a sentencing hearing.

8 And what had happened was, the U.S.

9 Attorney'’s Cffice had entered into a plea agreement
10 where he would be sentenced to five vyears. HNatasha and
11 Sheila were not notified. I wasn't notified. HNobody

i3 So we got to court that day, and the judge is
14 doing the elocution and everything that he has fo do.
15 And he asked, "And vou went over this with the victim's
16 family?™ And there was really no response from the

i7 federal -- from AUSAs, the Assistant United States

AEnd Sheila and I were nodding our heads "No”

ot
e

because they had not heard that this was happening. 5o

D
fow

21 what happened as a result of that was there was some
22 discussion that went on, and the judge actually

23 withdrew his plea.

24 And so then we went probkably another few

¢ months, things were done
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The victim advocates from the U.S.

Z Attorney’s Office were cut in Laguna. The attorneys
3 were out in Laguna several times.
4 And once it was clear that Mr. Smith was

w

willing to plead to ten years, then we went forward and

e did victim impact statements and everything like

o
=

7 that.
B S0 I think that was the big event that gained
9 the Pueblo of Laguna crime victim assistance program

the respect it deserved with the Feds. It was an

ot

<.

uncomfortable moment for them, but I think 1

b
Jrovh

1z worked well since then.

13 You know, unfortunately, I think as victim
14 advocates, we have to -- we are the voice for the

15 victims, 1f we elect Lo work in these Jobs, when they
ié can't do things and they can't say things.

17 One of the other things we've had to deal
18 with in Laguna -- and I don't know if it affects other
19 people, but we've had a rash of cases where people,
20 tribal members, were returned to the reservation for
21 burial without all of their organs. And so these

22 things have surfaced.

23 And so I had to work with Betty on bringing
24 her -- her son’s brain, unfortunately, was not

N
[

returned. She was never told. We had to work on that,

foid
Do
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1 which resurfaced a lot ¢f pain for her, as we can

2 imagine, and betraval, feelings of betraval.

3 Betty's daughter and grandson ~- they lost

4 their grandson, and he was returned for burial without
5 his heart and his brain. We were able to get those

6 back from OMI and had to have a subsequent burial.

7 S50 when we have homicides on the reservation,
g8 that's a whole other issue we are having to conguer

9 now. And we're working with OMI, but it's a slow

10 process, and I think ultimately we are going to need to
11 change the HNew Mexico state law, because the law

=

in some of

O
o8
O

12 provides for them to do what they need t

i3 these cases, without permission.
14 And with Kathy and Dan, vou know, I've
15 learned so much from their case because Chief Cochran

ie and I were in my office the morning that we learned

17 that it was Kathy's daughter, Melissa, that they had
18 found dead in Albuguerque; that Dan had actually found
15 dead in Albuguergue.

20 And she said, "Do you think we should go

21 down?" And I said, "No., I'm sure the crime victim

22 advocates are out there.”™ Because I used to be a

23 victim adveocate for the DA's Office in Albuguergue, s0
24 I was certain they were there, because I used fo do

25 that. And then we found cut later, nobody had been

()
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there for the family.

And so as victim advocates, I think when vou

ike that.
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I am really proud that you're all here today.
It makes me very proud to do the work, and I appreciate
it a lot. And I hope, Mr. Gillis, that vyou really take
back a lot of the stuff to D.C. and implement grants
and other resources for us to continue providing this
work in Indian Country.

Because even though I know the FBI is funded,
U.8. Attorneys Qffices are funded, I think you can hear
that that doesn’t always trickle down, and what we need
are people in Indian Country that understand the
community they are working in, to provide an immediate
response.

And I think that'’s it. Thank you.

MS. INEZ ODOM: Frances, thank vou. Aould

you pass your microphone to Betty, right next to you?

}-m«i

ills are going to have a chance to
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speak. Betty, vyou didn’'t get a chance to speak because
you came in late.
MS. BETTY NEZ: Okay.

MS. INEZ ODOM: Bo please.

144
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and I'm

4
2 services
3 program from out there. And in addition to what Fran
4 is saving, you know, there are families out there that
5 support each other, but we alsoc have a tiny population
6 of children that we have, that are either in TPR
7 proceedings or that are under neglect and abuse by
8 their own parents. They alsc become victims, too.
9 2nd I don't know 1f Office for Victims of

10 Crimes can be able to supplement the foster cars

1 payment costs. BAnd that's something that I was looking

into at one time, because we'ye fortunate for familiss

ot
o

13 to have family members that they can turn to for

14 support, spiritual care, emotional care, and all the
15 TLC that they can get from thelr family members.

16 But like I said, there are a small amount of
17 children that do not have parents that they can turn

1 fturn to. And I feel for

=

18 to, relatives that they ca
19 them, because I'm working on a case such as one, and

20 it’s a long-term process, and it seems like we don't

21 know what resources to turn to when our foster children
22 do not have any monevy that they can turn to, especially
23 when tThe states say, "You only have 18 months, and if
24 you don't come up with the TPR by then,” and then what
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1 the social services system.

2 So I just wanted to bring that to Mr. Gillis’
3 attention, too. And thank vou.

4 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank vyou, Betty. Thank vyou

1

very much. And thank you to the Alberts for coming.

h
£

6 That was really gracious of you to take time. We

7 appreciate 1t. Thank you. Okay.

8 MR. NORBERT HILL: My name is Norbert Hill.

g I'm Cneida from Wisconsin And some of the stories,
10 sometimes it's hard to follow these stories because

11 they are so painful, but over the years I've heard the
12 same theme to different people.

i3 And recently I heard a story where the church
14 of Tesugue burned down, and the church is 300 years

15 old. And the man who was telling the story is from

of sleep, and he started

=

ie Tesugue. And he had one hou
17 to cry because over 15 generations of people were

18 baptized and buried and married and received Holy

19 Communion in that church.

20 it was burned down, and what was most painful
21 to them, 1t was some of the young people from thelr own
22 pueblo that set arson to the church, you know. 5o it's
23 not only individual pain, it's alsc a collective pain.
24 And I think ‘justice for Indian people across
25 the country is part of the unfinished business. And
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1 how to put the voices and the hearts together of what

2 are the healing opportunities for us to heal in our own
3 way, and I think that’s what is the besauty of this

4 conversation that vou have.

5 And I think it's time for Indian people to

6 turn to each other, not on each other, It’'s not pecple
7 who are for the most part nonindians perpetrating

B8 crimes on us. Scometimes it's our own people on our own
9 people.
10 And I think we have really got to be honest
11 about that, because it's part of the, I think,

12 generalized impression that we deal with from day to

13 davy.

14 I've been in education for 30 years, and many
15 times I find kids who are victims of their own

i6 schooling. And what I'm finding, funding over 400

17 graduate students, 1s that gocd kids are geitting

18 better, and poor kids are getting worse, and the gap is

19 widening. And that's the really painful part to ses,

20 because you've got smart kids who are doing nothing.

21 And sc I think in Indian Country we need to
22 ralse the bar of expectation and connect the dots

23 between education and going back home or revitalizing
24 or rebuilding community.

25 I remember Elton as one of the students with

ot
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3 has happened to him. He has figured a way to heal in a

4 way that he can continue to do good for others.

5 So we're trying to figure out how to rebuild,
o revitalize communities, put meaning back into the

7 degrees that people receive, sco they just don't leave

g our communities with the weakest link, and to build

W

bridges backwards so we can provide internships or

10 experlences to do the work that you do.

11 Because in Indian Country, nobody is going to
iz save us but us. And I think we have to come to that

13 realization and that we need allies in Washington and
14 other places that are going to help us do that. Buif we
i5 need to find our own solutions in our own ways.

it So I wish you the very best in the good work
17 that you do, and we hope we can level the plaving field
ig by getting more and more kids who have some training

19 and skills to come back and do that work.

20 I'm going to pass the microphone to my wife,
21 who had been a Jjuvenile probation officer for over 20
22 years in Colorado, and mavbe she has some perspectives
23 to share on this issue.

24 M3. MARY HILL: My name 1is Mary Hill, and as

]
&
e
O
oy
oy
o]
|
s
w
W
P
Q.
-
=
5
o
o4
e}
o]
i
o
&
t
t
}..a
o
O
i
I
5..0
9]
[
&
}‘ I
jos
O
)
}Wi
O
IR
jo¥]
o
6]
Fh
o]
y

o
e}



If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.

pory
i
ire]

1 21 years. I mostly worked with juveniles, but I also

3 And I was trying to think -~ Ada asked me to

4 give some words about my experience. And what my

5 sxperience was, coming in as a probation officer, was

5 that I was gilven a lot of training about how to watch

7 these people, how to make them accountable, how to do

g all of that.

9 I was never given one minute of ftraining or
i0 knowledge about victims. The whole area was like not
i1 there. I mean, it seems amazing today. But it wasn't.
12 And that was 23 years ago, I guess.

13 And so what I did was, I got like 150 people

fond
e

on my caseload, and I watched them. I made sure I knew

where they were, when they were in, and when they were

ot
W

16 cut, and all of these IS,

17 And my experience with victims was that

18 occasionally somebody would call and say, "Am I going
16 to get my money?¥ And I would think, "OCh, God, here I
20 have this poor excuse for a human being on probation,
21 who can't work, who can't do anything, and I'm supposed
22 to" -- or it was a lZ-year-old kid whe could hardly go
23 to school, and I was supposed to somehow squeeze $2,000

24 out of them and pay this. And so that was like a hard
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1 And so that was my sort of experience with

ob changed and I wrote presentence

3 reports for the court. And in doing that, I

4 interviewed people who had committed a crime, and gave
5 the court background on this person and investigated

& that. But I also had to contact the victim. Because

7 in Colorado they had -- at that time vou had tc include
8 in the presentence report a victim impact statement.

9 So I called victims and in some cases went to

the vietims. And it was at that point that I got

%»A
L
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et}
o

11 that it wasn’t just sort of a cold, detached kind of
12 thing. It was: This person did a real crime; it hurt
13 a real person; there was an impact.

14 And at that point, I got it. And I was a

is person in the system. And I think that other people in
i6 the system -- 1if victims perceive the system as

17 impersconal, as uncaring, as removed, it's because that
18 was real.

19 And as a person in the system, I was that

20 way. It was removed. It was cold. By the time I got

21 the case, it was kind of a cold, detached thing. But I

22 then saw that it was real; that it was painful; that it
23 was emotional; that it was a lot of things.

24 And at that point I -- and I think also the
25 system turned arcund and victims had a volce and becanme
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1 a group, and they joined together and they developed a
2 volce, and it was heard.

3 And I think at this point, my last vyears as &
4 probation officer there was a strong push for

5 restorative justice, was the buzz word, and I'm sure
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& that that's carried on. An

7 At that time I was working with juveniles,
8 and it took juveniles who had committed property

2 crimes., And if they were willing, if the victim was
10 willing, they met. The victim was asked, "What would
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it take to make this right?”

12 And 1f they wanted to and the kid could do

13 it, the kid would make it right, would in some way make
14 a property crime right, would work on rebuild the fence
15 or rebuild the door or would do whatever it took to do
16 that.

17 And in that process, a lot of things were

't necessarily work in crimes of

3
(w3

e
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made right. It does

o
-

i
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passion or other crimes, as I'm sure you know. 5o

20 that's been my experience.

21 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you, Mary. Thank vyou
22 very much. I know that Margareif, I see you, but I know
23 Ardith was wailting patiently for her turn; then Rose

24 Mary, who snuck away to the bathroom or something:; then
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1 So I think we should take a five-minute

2 break, true five minutes, come back, and then really

3 just haul our biscuits until 4:30, right? Because 4:30
4 is when we break? 4:00 or 4:3072 4:007 4:00. So then
5 we've got miles to go, =0 five minutes, people. A frus
& five minutes, then Arxdith has the floor when we come

7 back.

8 {Recess from 1:48 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.}

g MS. INEZ CODOM: A little more housekeeping.
10 How many folks here -— sorry. I wanted to have a
11 chance to do one-on-one interviews, and some folks I've

[
A

had a chance to talk with on the phone. Some folks I

13 had the chance to talk with on the phone about doing
14 that, and some I didn't.

15 S0 tomorrow we have the opportunity to be

16 interviewed one-con-one for some of the proiects that
17 we're doing, and sc I want to make that available to
18 folks. Who is still going to be here tomorrow? Can I
19 see a show of hands, who will still be here tomorrow?
20 Okay. Good., All right.

Z1 So i1if I can perhaps grab the five of you, and
22 we'll work out when I could do an interview with vyou,
23 because we're prepared to start early 1if we can end a
24 little early, too. 8o we’ll work all of that out.

25 And the other thing we might do with the
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1 balance of some of today's time is use it so vou all
Z can talk to Mr. Gillis, if you want to speak with him

3 privately, what-have-vou. We wani to make sure we are

4 using our time really efficiently.

5 It's all about you, Elton., Make your

& announcement .

7 MR, ELTON NASWOCD: OQkay. It's all about me
g this afterncoon, huh? She let me eat my pie, and now

9 she's letting me talk. I'm going to pass around a

10 postcard, if everyone would like to take one if vyou
11 haven’t already received it.

iz But the Trebalon {?) Policy Institute is

13 sponscring the Eighth Annual National Strengthening

14 Indian Nations Conference which happens every other

i5 year. So the last one happened in Oklahoma, if people
i6 are familiar with that.

17 But this vear, we're going to be hosting it

ig8 in Palm Springs, California, in December. So don't

19 worry; it's not going to be crazy hot like it is now.
20 We were just there last week, but it was crazy hot.

21 But it will be happening December 5th through
22 the 7th. We are going to start it on Wednesday with

TTh

23 pre-conference workshops and continue Thursday, Friday,
24 and end on Saturday. We will be giving out information

25 or registration packets in August. If you would like
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1 to write down your name and address so I could send vyou
Z one, that would be great. Scholarships will be
3 available for individuals who aren't able to pay for

4 costs such as travel, hotel arrangements.
5 We've also extended the deadline for

roposals, so if any of you practitioners in the outer

fea
e
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ot

rcle would like to present at the conference, please

8 let me know.

9 I'm going to send arcund my little notebook,
i0 sc 1f you want to present, present. And then you can
i1 contact me or we can talk more after we're done here,
12 S0 we are opening it up for presenters.

13 We did have a deadline, but that kind of

14 passed, Indian time. And, vou know, we are more than
15 willing to have you come and present if you are

16 interested.

17 Bnd we would also 1like the victims to coms,
18 as well, and be a part of this program, which I think

19 will be very nice. And we have an exciting agenda

20 lanned for the week. So I invite you all personally
Y P ¥

21 to come, and you can contact me to get information on
27 the card there, as well., Thank vou.
23 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you so much.
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1 MS. JEANNIE GREGORI: This conference is
2 funded by the Office for Victims of Crime. It's the
3 eighth annual, so it's usually very well attended.
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MS. INEZ ODOM: Let's see, The folks that

10 tomorrow to be interviewed?
11 MS. FRANCES FLORES: Yes, I can. And Betty,

it

1z if vou would like to participate, if vyou want to

i3 participate, vyou know, vyou can --

14 MS. INEZ ODOM: What I'm going to do is have

Ena kind of mincing arou with this, and you can sign

ot
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up. I've got two folks already scheduled. Sharon

fod
o
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17 Clairmont is scheduled for noon, and then I've got

18 Patricia McGeshick, who is not here today, but she is

b

19 going to be here tomorrow morning at 9:00 a.m. per
previous arrangements.

21 So just to give veou some background, the

22 point and the purpcose of the one-on-one interviews, I

23 had mentioned that we are doing some other media
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1 etc., and it's for clergy, advocates, family, friends,
2 anyone who 1s in a position to assist victims. So

3 that's one product.

4 There 1s another product we're doing called
5 "Victims of Violence Guide To Justice,” literally

8 the terminology? What is an arraignment? What are any
9 of these things. And it just breaks it all down for

11 invoived.

12 And woven into that will be the voices and
13 the interviews of folks like yourself who have gone

14 through this system. No one ever wanted to, but that
15 found themselves in this position, and they're

it reflecting on, "Well, vou know, I found it was really
17 helpful for me to keep a little notebook,” or "I found
i8 that it was really invaluable for me to never go to

i9 court by myself. 1 always made sure I took my neighbo:
20 or friend or someone.”

21 It's all thess helpful things that vou

22 wouldn't know unless somebody told you, you know, that
23 this is something that you should consider.

24 And then lastly, we're doing a show called

LT FELT S e 4 7 s o Tk R < 3 S T oy G
25 Victim Contact Skills,” which is for law enforcement,

{
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1 specifically, so that we can really -— I mean, you

2 know, 1f my hair could get any curlier from -- you

3 know, it's like vou hear these stories and you think:
4 What is up with this?
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6 woman sald, "When did we decide that being professional

meant

oy

of caring? I mean, I would like to know who

P

8 made that decision.

9 And so really, it's with an effort to

10 reinfuse into law enforcement a sense of recognizing
11 that part of their professicnalism is to be

iz compassionate and decent and to provide you with

vou hocked. There are

a8

i3 services, you know, iust ge

14 plenty of people who are ready to step in. So that's

15 the third media product.

16 So that's what we'll be doing tomorrow, where
17 we sit in a one-on-one setting. And actually Peter,

18 handsome Pete -- There he is. je're upstairs or

19 something.

20 PETER: Yes, upstairs.

21 MS. INEZ ODOM: Do you know the name of the
22 room?

23 PETER: No.

24 ME. INEZ ODOM: Okay. We'll get that for

;ou, but it will a one-~on-one interview.
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MS. INEZ ODOM: Second floor. And we just

sit, and we have a black backdrop, and I “just sit, and

'

s like we're in conversation with one another, and

LT
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akes about half an hour. So that’'s 1it. That's the
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story or morning glory.

{

Ckay. I will be guiet. It's Axdith, then

Tl

we're going to Margaret. Although, Sheila, did you

i

have a point you wanted to make? You had your hand up.

MS. SHEILA ABEITA: Yes.

€51

MS. INEZ CDOM: So you know what, I'm going
to go Ardith, Sheila, and then Margavet, and then
ike a bunny. Use the mike.

Gladys. ©Oh, guick

iS. GLADYS GRABEL: I have a gquick

-

announcement to make before I go to the airport. I

summit. It's going to be our first youth, and it has

One of our key presenters is Howard Ravner.

We're going to be talking about sovereignty and Jjust a

Iy

address and everything, and I can get you a -- I think

[y

i
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i there are extra brochures here and everything.

Z So thank vyou.

3 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you, Gladys.

4 MR, ELTON NASWOOD:; Gladys, e-mail me the

5 information. I can put it on my list.

o MS. GLADYS GRABEL: Ckay.

7 MS. INEZ ODOM: Beautiful. BAnd then just a

g8 final loving reminder. I need to get the release

9 forms. 1 know you're like: How many pieces of paper
10 do we have to f£ill out for these pecple? Well, many,
11 many.
1z So this white sheet that says "Appearance
13 Release Form,” 1f you've done it, bless vour heart, and
14 just hold it up and Ena will trot around and grab them
15 from vou. BRut we really have to have this, as well, so
16 I thank you.

17 And 1t's all about Ardith. Go, Ardith. You
18 take it away. And Ardith, you remember how to hold it
19 right about here? No, a little higher up. A little

20 higher. Thexre you go.

21 MS. ARDITH HILL: My name is Ardith Hill, and
22 I'm a survivor of a homicide. My sister was murdered,
23 and this happened in the state of Cclorado. At the

24 time, she had a vear-old son.
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1 that my sister was in an accident. I thought it was a
Z car accident. And the person on the other line, she

3 says, "No, it's much worse than that.”™ And I sazid -~ 1
4 thought maybe she was hurt, but she sald, "No, she was
5 killed.® I said, "0Okay."” I said, "Give me your number
o and let me call vou back.”

7 Because I had to take time to get ahold of

g myself before I went ballistic on her. But anyway, I

g called her back, and come to find out that her husband
10 had shot her, and she was killed instantly.

11 Well, we made arrangements to come down Lo

1z Colorado to get her, to take her back home. And when
i3 we got into Colorado, I found out that I had to get
14 permission from my former brother-in-law in order to
15 take care of the arrangements. So I had to go to the
i6 county jail and get the permission from him to go ahesad
17 and do what I had to before I could take her back to

i8 Idano.
i9 And at that time we did not have a victim
20 services of any kind. But as time went on -~ well, my
21 understanding is that all he received was three months
22 in dail. And so as I thought about it and a lot of
23 things, I thought to myself: Well, if I ever get into
24 a position where I could help people, I will prevent --

to prevent another person having
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1 walking through what I had to walk through.

Z And as time passed, there was a grant that

3 had come out, and it was & victims of crime, and it was
4 with the state. And that was in 19%0. In 19390 I

& up a battered women's shelter on the reservation, and

7 this was to help the Indian women that are involved in
8 any typs of domestics.

9 And a lot of it was addressing also our

10 cultural issues. And the federal law usually, on
i1 crimes that happen on the reservation, they're slow.

12 It is very slow. But that’s the way that federal

i3 works, and I know on all reservations it's probably the
14 same. And like somsone mentioned, whereas loose lips
15 really hurts the case, and that's true, because

et
o

evervbody wants to know what's going on.

sy
el

Recently, we just had three homicides that

18 happened on the reservation, in January. A Hispanic

18 came in and killed three people in a home: a baby, the
20 mother, and the grandmother, shooting them and doing

21 away with them.

Zz Well, the person that did the crime was

23 charged with firing -- carrying a firearm. There was

Ao
s

no murder charges. 1 filed wvictims compensation for

Ny
L5

the family with the state of Idaho. They couldn’'t do

o
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1 anything because there was no murder charge, so that

2 was kind of like just held there.

3 Well, before I came up here on June 27, I did
4 receive a letter, and so did the family, that they were
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what that was, they helped them with the funeral
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and the ones that did apply are eligible for
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says that they're last pavyee, versus Indian Health

o
ot

12 Services.

i3 Now, 1 had brought this to the attention when
14 I was in Washington, D.C., about ail that, and I was

15 told that that was the statute. And the reason that

16 that came up was because of adolescents that were

17 sexually assaulted, that wanted to go to counseling but
18 did not want to go to the counseling services on the

19 reservation; they wanted to go outside.

20 They were told that if they went to the

21 cutside, that they would have to pay for the services
22 themsslves, because victims

23 versus Indian Health Service

24 Services are saying, "We have the services here; you
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1 They didn't want to go there, so how did they
2 try to remedy 1it? They attempited suicide. And that
3 was kind of like my concerns as to how come I brought

4 it up in Washington, D.C.
5 On the same homicide that had happened in
6 January, at the crime scene, it was in the family's

7 home that had been killed. The crime scene has been
8 blocked off. Nobody can access that place.

W

At that time, they turned the heat down in

ig the home, and the pipes froze. The house flooded. And
11 there was an electric bill. And the person that signed
12 for the responsibility for the funeral expenses, I

13 guess they're the ones that are responsible for that,
14 And to date, we still can't access that.
i5 But I have talked to the family and told

7 3

16 them, "Well, you know, you can probably put in for

0

ot something that is going to
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i9 But that's kind of like where we're at on
20 that one. And they have extended that date to
zZ1 September, which we'll probably get another extension

22 before that is even heard. But the familyv is kind of

23 like, you know, "Well, when are they going to do
24 something?"” Because there have been no charges, murder

25 charges, even though three peoplé are gone.
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1 There was also another case whereas Lhe state
2z denied the funds because the individual contributed to

kN

3 his own death. But the family did go after restitution

¢

4 when the sentencing came down.
5 and in talking about Indian Health Services,
& within our tribe Indian Health Services will only take
7 care of services that involve such as life and death.
g2 So counseling doesn't fit into that. Sc counseling
9 that's off of the -- the individual either goes to that
10 services or they try to take care of it on their own.
11 My advocates and myseli, we go on sexual
1z assault cases. We provide rape kits for the victims
13 and explain the procedures that the victims have to go
14 through, and how come the medical providers, you know,
15 have to do what they have to., We also provide a kit
16 whereas they are not subijected, but they are rape
17 victims when they leave the hospital.
18 One guestion I have is: How many in this
19 room have applied for state funding with the Victims of
20 Crime Services? Were vou all successful in getting

21 funds

L]

22 MS. INEZ ODOM: Was there anyone who was
23 unsuccessful? Raise your hand if vou were
24 unsuccessful., Okay. And vou asked that gquestion,
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1 M3, ARDITH HILL: The reason I asked that is
2 with the State of Idaho, there is another tribe that

3 have applied but

4 budget, their line item was kind of like extended, and

5 that was in the amount of $5,000.

6 My program kind of spiraled downhill, whereas
7 all the other services within the State of Idaho that

g had applied spiraled upwards. BAnd they awarded me

g $3,000 this year, and they want us to do s¢ many things
10 that there’s no way $3,000 can take care of that. A&And
i1 what I had recommended to the board was to go ahead and
12z send the money back, because there is no way that I
13 could do what they want me to do.

14 But that’'s just one of the issues, and if
i5 this kind of problem is going on, Mr. Gillis and
16 Jeannie probably need to let them know as to what has

17 happened.

i8 MS. INEZ ODOM: Would you like to respond to
19 that?

20 MS. ELAINE ROMERC: Yes, I would just like fo
21 make a comment on that.

DO
N

MS. INEZ ODCM: Okay. Hold on. And then

23 Ardith, with lots of love in my heart, I see you have

many notes, but I've still got a few folks who want to

s0 bless your heart.
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MS. ELAINE ROMERO: 1711 be guick. I had
2 been to the federal crimes svymposium in Washington
3 probably like two years ago, and this issue came up.

4 EBnd one of the things they do in New Mexico is, they

[o3

have a system in place for these monies that vou wsr

6 discussing this morning. And the way they do it is,

7 they go based on population.

g8 And so what I found out when I was attending
9 the meetings for the New Mexico Coalition Against

10 Domestic Abuse or Violence is that a lot of rural areas
11 and tribal communities are excluded because they don't
12 maintain a population base.

lot of the other kinds of grants
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14 that vou were discussing, the federal monies that

to the state, tribes are eliminated, especially smaller
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that don't have a big population base, as well
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17 as rural communities.

18 And I met a person that -- the state person
19 from Arizona. And their system works much, much

20 better. They base their criteria on the amount of

21 services or resources avallable to a community. So

22 basically, large metropolitan areas receive less of the
23 funds, and more rural and tribal communities get a

DO
fin

larger portion of the funding. And it's not that much.

You know, in New Mexico, historically from

N
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1 the different workings that I've had with them, from
2 tourism to now domestic viclence, the state has alwavys

4 and the maintenance of the grants.

5 Like for Taos Pueblo and myself, there is

5 just one person. That's me. So I handle all of the

7 administrative and case mapagement and all that kind of
8 stuff.

9 And to apply for a state grant, where they
10 ask you to do so many things, it's just not conceivable
1 to take on a task like thaet. I mean, even the federal
1z grants don’t even ask you to do as much as the state
13 does, and they give you very little in return.
14 MS., INEZ ODOM: Thank you. Ardith, mavbe two
i5 more points?

kind of like

o
o

MS. ARDITH HILL: Anyway, that's

17 where I'm at with the state. But I was going to give

ig Jeannie a copy as to what I had done on that so they
18 can maybe loock at that.

20 Also, with victims compensation, whereas

21 maybe some of my people or other Indian tribes that

22 have come onto the reservation, that had a c¢rime that
23 was committed in another state, I have filed victims
24 compensation for them in that state and they have been
25 pretty good about it.
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1 I don't know whether 1f vou file, 1f the

Z Indian people are filing for victims compensation. I

3 know within the state of Idaho, that the state of Idaho
4 does not recognize Indian ceremonial healings. Okay.

5 This is something that us Indian people, we

help the other person. We're
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& take and we just do

~ond

not allowed to put it down and explain what we're doing

8 and how come we're doing it. This is just within the
9 grass roots.

10 What we need is an Indian victims

11 compensation board, or somebody that can identify with
iz the Indian ways as to the victimization and how this
i3 impacts us Indian people.

14 Alsc, when I apply for the burial grants for
i5 the Indian people, I have to go through and explain

16 like a little bit of how come psople are doing what

17 they're doing, like the give-~aways, the feasts and all

18 that. 7This is on that -~ they per se don't identify

19 with, sco it’'s like if they don't identify with it, they
20 throw it out.

21 But you're explaining in your Lrue essence,
22 because when a person loses a person, they just go

23 through the motions. Okay? Thev’'re just doing what
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24 they're supposed to be doing. They're not connecting
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1 3¢ when I know that there's a homicide going
Z on, what I do is contact the family members and tell

3 the people, vou know, "You need to hold on to the

4 receipts.” The person may nol comprehend, but that

5 perscon with them will know what they’re supposed to

7 And they also need to give support to the

8 attered women's shelters that are located on the

9 reservations, to help Indian victims, per se, across
10 Indian Country. And this is one of the reasons how 1
il kind of like provided one, because of what had happened

to my sister. Mavbe if she had somewhere like this to

ot
3™}
o

13 go to, this wouldn't have happened to har,

14 And also, within our state, the way that they
15 claim their minority is through the Hispanic. Thsy

16 don't claim, really, HNative Americans. They count our
17 numbers, but it's really not fair. It's just like we

18 had a state conference. They had a Hispanic person

19 that was giving the cultural sensitivity.

20 MS. INEZ ODOM: Ardith, thank vyou. Thank you
21 very much. I appreciate it. ©Okay. Sheila, I know you
22 had a gquick point vou wanted fo mak Okavy.

23 MS. SHEILA ABEITA: Mine was just how we

("

24 talked about the counseling and whaitnot, vou know.

jo}

25 Mavbe we uld put that up on top with some of the big
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1 priorities, along with our advocates, you know, because
2 like they say, there 1s not enough. Counseling goes to
3 a certain point on the reservation, off the

4 reservation.

hoice isn't really the victim's choice.
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6 It is up toe -~ they have to settle for where they have
7 te go. I can understand why the majority do want to go

8 off the reservation, for the reason that they don't

9 want it to be known. My daughter had the same thing.

10 She didn't want it to be known, what had happened fo
11 her. You know, we did good by keeping this hush-hush

for her sake. For the safety and the
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you know.
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But you know, we do need a lot of help,

et
shon
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that's the reason why I'm here, hoping that you will
i6 help us to help ourselves. We're not asking vou fo do

for us, but we are asking in order for us to

oot

17 it al

i8 help curselve we need your help, too. We'lre all

[
-

18 regular people, you know, and we do look up to you,

20 and we do support you in whatever way we can.

2% Otherwise, I wouldn't be here.

22 And I do believe in vou and I trust in you

23 that vou'll take all our comments, all our pravers, all
24 our wishes and take them to heart and not push thenm in
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25 back of the tablie and add them to the pile, but open
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counselor,
but I do no
not to be.
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one through what we have all gone through.

are survivors, that's where our common
in. If you feel that there is something
please stand up for yourselves and your

and say, "Hey, what's going on? What can we

ecause if we don't do that, ncbody else
now. That is why I stand close to my

T have four boys under her. And with my
I'm hanging in there like everybody else,

t want to be a victim, either, and I choose

That's why I choose to stand up. Thank

M3. INEZ ODOM: Thank you, Sheila. Margaret,

t to speak? Now you're shaking your head

*No.” Okay. Rose Mary, I know vou wanted a turn; and

then I've got Betty wants a turn; and then Ruth. So

MS. ROSE MARY SHAW: I just wanted to share

[
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an experience that we had on our reservation, and we
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ave three
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v prepared for this.

ur small communities, and they are real
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close-knitted, and they are based on clansg, 80 you can

imagine that evervybody knows everybody else and that

One day we were getting ready to close the
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d left early and she had the
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crisis line, so she came into my office, running in
there, and she had shorts on. She said, "Rose Mary,
we've got a call, and I don't know what to do about

it." And I said, "What is 1it?" She said, "Well, I got
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1 h L ff office. They said th wWa
he sheriffi's ice ey said there was
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“Okay, 1I'11 go with vou.
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¢ I got in the car. We went ocut in my car,
went out there. And what had happened was, the chief

ad been forced to kill another tribal
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And soc I got in my car,
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ho was shot to the
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They had already taken the pesrson

get his wife, who
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happened to observe the shooting, into the ambulance to

take care of her, And she was in shock, and they
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1 couldn't get her to move.

Z So I went in there, prayed a lot, and talked
3 to her, got her attention, got her in my car, and we

4 proceeded to assist her. We took her to the hospital.
5 They had flighted him to Tulsa. I put her in my car.
6 I took her to Tulsa. I sat with her until 4:00 in the
7 morning. Some of my staff came with me because The

8 family also were clients of my agency.

9 And so we went through all this trauma with

10 the family. Okay? Even though he was shot by the
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11 olice, h victim in a way. Ckay. And
it

12 there was a2 lot of emotions that were going on with

13 this family, because they had been associated with ocur
14 agency for guite a while. We knew the children. We
15 knew the grandparents. We knew all of that.

16 So after that, we were driving home, and we
17 started talking about it and talking about ocur feelings
18 and geing on about it and what I call debriefing the

15 trauma that we, ourselves, had felt. 8o time went on.

20 We helped them go through the funeral. We helped them

21 do evervthing that we could do.

22 And then about two days later I got a calil
23 from my principal chief who said, "Rose Mary, 1 need
24 vour help.” And 1 said, "Well, what's that, Chief?"
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did. I went and found some resources
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4 that I had, called some law enforcement people that I
5 knew. They came, and they had outsiders come in and

6 take care of him and kind of heal him, in a way. But
7 he needed to be done in a private way.

8 So the point I'm making is that we were

Ej advocating for both sides, in a way. And that'’s very

10 emotionally charged because vyou're torn apart. And
11 there was no help, and sc all you had to do was just do

iz the job. That's where you -~ they say vou're a

i3 professional.
14 That's when that professionalism kicks in,
15 because you do the job and you procesgs it later. And

i6 even though it's still emotional for me, at the fTime T
17 did the job and I did it in a way that it got done.

th oint I'm trying to make is, there's
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no training for that out here. People aren't getting

P 7

20 trained for that. They're not getiing trained to help.

21 What do you do when the victim is vour relative? Who
22 do you go to if you are the victim advocate? Who do I

23 call? Who takes care of that because I can't? My
24 emotions are involved.
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1 hoping that mavbe we can get in the future, because I
2 see a lot of holes in the training that the advocates
3 are getting and it's not being completed, you know.

4 And I'm sorry. I don't mean to be emotiocnal,
5 but it's something that still comes back and hits vou.

& FEven though you've talked about it before, it's

7 something that just takes time to process.

8 And grief. I don't know what the advocates
9 are taught in grief and how to heal grief and the

10 stages of grief that people have to go through, and

11 help them go through those stages.
1z We haven't talked about the 280 space and the
i3 jurisdictional problems that result as a fact of the

14 280 space, and the jurisdiction problems. And how do

15 vou work with law enforcement that sometimes have

o

16 adverse feelings towards tribal police?
3

17 There are lots of things going on out there
18 that we haven't talked about. And I am just hoping

1 that someday we can get some of those things addressed.
20 And I think that's all I have to say. But

Z1 Margaret has got something to sav.

22 MS. INEZ ODOM: I'm going to let Ruth go, and
23 then Betty, and then it's all about you. Because you
24 advocated the throne. Okay. Please, Ruth.
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1 mention that same thing. In our community, there is a
i lot of racism, in that the tribal police aren't always
3 respected and considered equal with the county police
4 or the city police. BAnd that's a problem.

5 Another problem that we haven't talked about

o) a lot here, that has been alluded to, that we run into

o

7 all the time, is the economic victimization following
g crimes, where people get in situations where they can't

e

-- because this crime has happened, whether it's

domestic viclence or a homicide of a loved cone --

et
o

where they can't work, or there's electricity bills,
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mortgages, food, clothing, shelter. And we are very

et
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rural, and so shelter becomes an issue.

ot
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And I know in some states, The state won't

de to relatives, so
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16 then in a way the relatives become a victim, too,

thelr whole economic structure of their

i8 families are compromised.
19 And the whole issue of economic oppression,

21 leaves the home and the perpetrator was the main wage
2z earner. And what happens to her? And how is she golng
23 to survive?

24 So all of those things play ocut every single
25 day in the lives of the people, and it's hard. A2And so
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I mention rural nature, racism, economic oppression.
And I just wanted to make sure we have those on our

list, because I've been keeping a list as we went

And sometimes that very basic food, clothing,

shelter, transitional house -~ and we can talk about

o

helping emotioconally and w an realls > the
help motionall nd we can reall e there

emoticnally, but sometimes we have to be there with the

ot

actual thing. They've got to have a place to live.
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hev've got to have clothes. The kids have to have new

o

hoes to go to school.
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That’s what I wanted to say.
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MS. INEZ ODCM: Thank you. Betty is

take it away. BShe has a mike. Ena, take the mike over

MS. BETTY CARRILLO: I just wanted to say
that when my son was murdered, Fran Flores was not
working as a victims advocate at that time, 80 I really
didn't have anyone that I could turn to. And you don't

know what you're going to do or how vou're going to do

ot
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traditional burial for him. And I did not know at that

time, but my daughter’'s son died lasit September, and
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they had to have an autopsy, sc they ool

Albuguerqgue, and the OMI did the autopsy.

son's brain and heart had been kept, so they were going

to return it, and then we would have to have a second

{

"No, I don't want to know." And then I =said, "Yeah, I
want to know.” So she got in touch with them.

And then I get a letter that yes, they had
kept his brain, but they had cremated it. Buf nobody

mean —- and I guess there's a law that says

they can do this. But I thought: If they're going to

I had no choice. Why didn't they say, "We're

]
=

going to keep his brain?” for whatever reason’ might

B

&

have said, "No, you're not going to.” But I mean, they

didn’t give me that choice. And I wish now that

78
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1 what to expect when I went to court, but I did have all
2 my family and friends to go with me, s¢ I had a lot of
3 family support.

4 But I just wisgh that 1f OMI, if thevire going
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6 know,
7 M5, INEZ ODOM: Thank you, Betty. I need to
8 ask a guestion. This is like the State of Maine, when
g we heard about in Maine they can -- 1f I°'m the
10 perpetrator and I've murdered your child, I have the
il right to ask you guestions on the witness stand.
12 I mean, what 1s this, taking brains and body
13 paris? What is this? I mean, what is this? Do we
14 have an answer? I feel like I'm in the twilight zone.
15 I mean, this is crazy. They're just taking them?

“+

16 Is there a why? Okay, 1'11 be guiet. Just do your

17 job, Inez.

18 ME. IRENE ELDRIDGE: I recently had a nephew
19 that was killed in an automcbile accident, and I

20 reguested -—- I was trying to help my sister with her
21 deceased son, and I asked them, OMI, not to do an

22 autopsy.

23 But since he had been in an automcbile

24 accident with law enforcement being thers, they said
25 that that was not an option. Or it was an option. I




If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.

1 don't guite remember what. But it happened in the late
2 hours, and he was already transported. And by the time

3 my sister had gotten to OMI in Albuguergue, they had

4 already done the autopsy.

5 And I think it sounds like the State of New
6 Mezico permits that type of activity, and they're not
7 really honoring the families® -- especially Indian

8 families' -~ reguests, and they're doing that ocutright,
9 not getting permission from the families.

1¢ MS. INEZ ODOM: Okay. Margaret, you've got

-

13 the floor; then vou've got the flcoor. I still don’t

iz understand why they’re doing it.

it
j#1)

13 MS., ROSE MARY SHAW: Inez, could I just putl

15 MS. INEZ ODOM: Margaret gave vou the mike,
i6 s0 it's not a problem.
17 MS. ROSE MARY SHAW: Okay. I just want to

18 make a point about in my teachings, I was taught that

jaey
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vou don't bury your people without all of vou being

20 there, and that's a very traditional pocint. And that's
21 one reason why in my particular tribe it's a very

22 important issue.

23 M5, INEZ ODOM: In Judaism, that's the case.

If you are a traditional Jew, you do not have an
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take it away.
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MS. MARGARET HENRY HAYES: I just wanted to

i i
Z share, and then I kind of backed out of it, and then I

3 decided I was going to share anyway. About six vears

4 age, five and a half vyears ago, we had a doctor at our
5 clinic who was perpetrating on the young women in the

5 clinic by doing excessive pelvic exams and

7 inappropriate guestions.

8 And my daughter at the time was the

9 administrator of contract health services, and when

10 they called in all of the people that he had possibly

11 perpetrated on, they had been giving the manager --

eople were telling her these things.

ot
B
ke,

13 But everybody liked this doctor, and they
14 hadn’t done a background check on him to see what kind
i5 of -- he was a doctor, but they hadn't done any

16 background checks on him. And there were over 30-some

17 voung giris and women that were involved in this.

18 And when they asked him to resign, they

19 actually came and took him off the reservation by --

20 tribal police led him off the reservation. They closed
21 down the clinic because they were afraid of what he may
22 do.

23 And at that time, out of the 30 women, they
24 felt like my daughter had the best case, and 50 they

25 had to try just one case, one person. They couldn't
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1 bring in the other people. 8o she was the only victim

Z that Snohomish County took.

3 And at that time, when she ended up going to
4 court, because of tribal politics, personality

5 conflicts, the clinic testified against her, which

3}
s

eally put her into a lot of -- you know, she was

~J
In]

eally —-- the whole family was upset. And he got off.
8 And then right after that, about a vyear after

iba

ot

day care down there, and the

o

that, there was a t¢

Ia]

10 children had been molested at pre-school by one of the
11 people that were down there. They closed down the day
iz care. And two of my grandchildren were in that day

i3 care at the time. And nothing was done because the

14 children were nonverbal.

15 And I mean, I knew that there were things

16 geing on, something was happening, because Hannah was

b o -l E
17 down there for about three or four years, and she
18 didn’t want her diapers changed. BAnd there were other

19 women that I know now, who worked in the day care, who

20 said if they had known some of the signs, they would
2% have known about the lady who had perpetrated on these.

27 And what had happened, because they hadn’'t
23 been able to prove anything, they dropped all the cases
24 and they closed down the day care, but the lady was

work.
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1 And right after that, probably about six
2 months after that, my son~in-law committed suicide in

3 his back yard. BAnd they lived on the reservation. And
4 during this time when my daughter went back to work,
5 also because of tribal politics and pecple who were in
o charge or not in charge, families, she actually was let
7 go of her Job, working for the tribe. They had taken
g her and moved her from contract health services bescause
9 of the politics and because of what the clinic had
10 done, and actually found a way to let her go entirely.
11 And so now —— and she was also —— when she
1z was with her husband, she was in a domestic violence
i3 situation.
14 So now I'm coordinator of our Stop Viclence
15 Program, and I'm also coordinator of our child advocacy
16 center which deals with sexually abused children. And
17 I am now the expert.

19
20 but sometimes I think we need -- or I need -- 1 need
21 steps. I need papers or something saying, "This is the

23 situation comes on, 1, Z, 3. This is how vyou sei vyour
24 programs into motion. This is how” -- it's like now,
25 since 1I'm the coordinator of the Stop Violence Program,
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3 But now the police department are wanting us
4 to come down and train them. And even though I do
5 know, understand the ramification of domestic violence,

5 I don't have all the answers. And sometimes it's just

7 having ~- getting know some of the answers. And

te]
o
o

g even by doing the child advocacy center and even doing

9 the Stop Violence Program, it was: Who else is going
10 to do 1t?

11 You know, it's not a dob that anvbody in the
12 tribe really wants because there is so much denial in

that these things are happening. Even when
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14 they wanted to have a march for domestic viclence out
15 on our reservation, some of them said, "No, vou can't

18 do that” simply because 1t isn’t open enough yet. What

17 it would cause, it would cause more women Lo be abused.
18 And 1it's like I keep telling people. 1I've
19 told people I don't -- even with the child advocacy

20 center, with dealing with families that are sexually
21 abused, and women, vyou know, I don't have all the

22 answers.

23 But it's like when I was asked, vyou know, if
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1 that vou have a frontier in. And even though -- even
Z like with the child advocacy center of having
3 directions, we're getting our directions from

4 mainstream. And those type of things don’t work in

5 Indian Country.
& And we don't have enough -~ we don't have
7 enough papers out there. We don't have enocugh

8 technical help to come onto our reservations, to be

9 able to do that. And the truth of it is, we neesd our

y

i0 own people training our own people. I mean, we have
11 been trving to fit sguare pegs into round holes long

working for them. Why would they
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think it's going to work for us?

14 You know, I may not have all the degrees
15 behind me, but some people with degrees don't have the

common sense. At least we have the heart. And these
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my grandkids. This is my
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ig These are goling to be the next leaders of our
20 tribe, &aé if we don't do something today -- 1 see

21 every generation, it’s deteriocorating more and more and

22 more. &And if we don't do scomething now -- you know, I

23 may not make a big difference in our tribe, but at

Z4 least I'm going to make a dent, you know. And if

it
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1 it, we're going to make a hole.

2 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you, Margaret. Thank

3 you very much.

4 MR, JOHN had an

5 opportunity to speak?

3 MS5. INEZ ODOM: I was going to let Christine
7 have the floor. Raise your hand if you've not spoken

8 today. I know like Brooke hasn’'t said anything. There
9 are some people that have not -- some folks have not
10 had a chance to say anvything.
11 Actually, my little coughing friend down here
1z I don't think has even had a chance. 3o will you -~
13 and vyou had your hand up to speak. Quick, like a
14 bunny, Christine, and then I'm going to go around, and

15 we're Jjust going to go in order of anyone who has not

16 spoken.
17 MS. CHRISTINE BUTLER: What I was going to
18 say was, since I have come on beard as an advocate, I

21 they do pay out for tribal ceremcnies.

22 But the thing is that they want to know --
23 same thing -- il our medicine men are certified. How
24 do they come up with the prices? How come we have s0
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i Navajo tribe?

Z Because one person can be victimized with
3 sexual assault, but they will have three or four

4 ceremonies because they have to go through what is
5 called a blackening, which gets rid of the evil

& spirits. Then they go through ancther one which

7 purifies thelr body. Then they go through a beauty

3 way, wnich is to make their life go on in a straight

i0 And that's the three ceremonies most of them
11 go through. But they have more ceremonies that they go
12 through, and the expenses are different with each

i3 ceremony, and they have To buy different things within
14 the ceremonies. They don't just go there and do their
15 rayers. They have to buy materials, a wedding basket,
186 deer skin. Then they pay the medicine man.

ey
e}

But the thing is, like I heard before with --

i8 I know personally for me and my family, we go to
19 medicine men that say, "You just pay me whatever vou
20 can afford.” And that’s what a fraditional medicine

A
e

man 1s supposed to do. But there are other medicine

22 men that have their prices already seti.
23 And I've aliready talked with Donna Markum {2}
24 down in Arizona, and I told her 1I'd get some people

el
o1

from Navajo to come down and talk to her zbout the

o
o
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1 ceremonial expenses. Because that's one of the

Z problems I have right now, where I have three cases
3 gitting there, and the people are waiting for that.
4 And it's not all so traditional. We do

5 Native Bmerican church, which is the peyote church, and

& it's a whole different other ceremony that they go

through.
g So the cost is a lot for a victiim when they
9 go and do theilr ceremonies, and we need to let the

10 people know to be sensitive to these people because

11 they do go through a lot of different ceremonies. And
iz that's just to help them feel better, help them know
13 that they can go on with their 1life again.

14 And ancother thing is, homicide survivors. I
15 mean, wnere I'm from, in Tuba City, I have called

16 around, and they‘ve said -- I asked IHS, I asked my

i7 service providers that I work with, "Do you guys help
18 our homicide survivors? Do you have counseling? Do
19 you have any place where they could just vent and

20 talk?”

21 And there's nothing, no services for homicide

survivers at all. And I locked into that, and so I was

w

o
N

23 talking ~- well, Brooke was with me, and 1 told her, I
24 said, "I feel like I should start the group up. I
25 should start getting people going, to come in and talk
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1 with them.”

2 So that’s one of my projects I want to do,
3 and I saw hope, vou know, that maybes I can get that

4 going. Because it's rveally needed on our reservation
5 because our people don't have nobody to talk to, and

kil

8 And then for other people, we’'ll say, "Call

9 the 1-800 number down to Arizona,® or "Call the 1-800

10 number here to New Mexico.” But people don't want to
i1 talk on the phone. They want to see somebody that

12 they're talking to.

13 MS. INEZ ODOM: Okay.

14 MS. CHRISTINE BUTLER: Wait. Last one.

i5 MS. INEZ ODOM: Last one. Okay.

16 MS, CHRISTINE BUTLER: With the Navajo

17 reservation, we have a wide -- a big, big reservation,
18 and as of now we only have three advocates, victim

19 advocates that work. And I have a big range.

20 Sometimes I have to come from Tuba City down o a place

[R%]
o

called Dilkon, which is a whole hour and a half away

b
N

from my area, to help victims in that area. And I have

23 co-workers that go two, three hours away from home to
24 help victims.
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that's on thelir mind. 7The next c¢all is what's on their

MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you, Christine. ©Nicely
done. Okay. 8o here's the thing. I'm going to go to
the folks that have not had a chance to speak, but what

NOW, 4as we come
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to a conclusion, 1is: W#What is the take-home message?
What is the deliverable -- what do you want to see
done, that we've not discussed, that we've not heard?

this is sort of a

Y]

3

e

What needs to be communicated
last hurrah. Mary Jane?
MS. MARY JANE SOUTHER: BAll right. I guess

being a provider, I would like to adveocate. There 1is

again getting into tribal politics, and
like the people that was working for me.

And so I stood alone, and I still stand
alone. I have a four-county coverage. I have gone to
all the conventions and the city councils and all the
law enforcements, and I'm dispatched out of one of

those count
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1 had, I have had, in really advocating, is that full

2 faith and credit. And so I know that we all need

3 training in that. We all need to -- I don't know why

4 the law enforcement disrespects that.

5 Whenever I have a nonindian perpetrator and a
6 native victim, and I want him removed, I have a heck of
7 a time. He says I have to call the prosecutor. So

g8 they call their prosecutor, and then the prosecutor

judge. And they say, "Well, you have no --
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you know, here we have a protection order.

And so I think that, as a provider, that is

ot
fook

iz2 one of the things that we really need within our Indian

13 programs, 1is the training.

14 Also, I would like to ask maybe Mr. Gillis:
15 What does our consultant do that was hired by the VIAC,
i¢ University of Oklahoma? What do they do? &nd what can
17 they provide us?

i8 I know we got a lot of assistance from Joe

19 Meyers (?) from the NIJC. We got a lot of assistance

20 from them, but we have not even heard ~- I mean, I

21 haven't heard. I don't know 1f anybody, any of the

22 cther service providers have heard anything from Dick
23 Bigfoot (7).

24 MR. JOHN GILLIS: Let me tell vou, I'm not
25 going to discuss any specific programs here, as far as

WO
ey
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universities and some ©

need money. I know

two 18

Number

f the
are saving that

that’s one of the issue

W

; I think we'wve heard it around

So those things I am

aware of. But for specific programs, 1’11 let you
contact staff on those, and I won't take up everyvbody
else’s time on that.

MS5. INEZ ODCM: Thank you, John. Okay?
Brocke?

MS. BROOKE CANYON: Hi. I am fairly new at

of the, I guess, bigges
robably, like Christin
officers and the judges

X e

the

and just let them

and what
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Thank vou, Brooke,

1582
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1 What I7ve been hearing and certainly as
2 mentioned, one of the first things that I
3 think is needed is money to sustain the programs that

5 are struggling to survive.

6 But another thing that I've been hearing --

7 and this is not the first forum in which I've heard

8 these issues, as an over 20~year advocate, women's

9 advocate, arcund issues of domestic viclence, and now
10 around related issues of child abuse, 1 certainly have
11 heard this over and over in many forums.
12 And the other issue, of course, 18 the

13 training, but not just superficial training and not
14 just cone-time training. Training has fo be ongoing,
15 and that is in every single entity that has anything to

1% do with any of the crimes committed in ouy communities,
17 That's law enforcement, the judiciary, prosecution,

i8 victim advocates, everyone, including the federal

18 level.

20 And that, as has been mentioned, has gotten
21 probably the least attention over the years, in terms
22 of how they interact within Indian Country and how they
23 interact on all of these levels. Because that has

24 certainly been an issue of contention in many

25 communities.
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The other is, and the final one that I would

like to see, because I kind of lump these into three
categories, the money, the training, and the other is
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We're all different. Their languages are different.

Hot all of them are the same. 4nd I think That

particular to healing, and respecting that process, and

where 1s the Religious Freedom Act in some of these
issues we've been hearing about today.

5]

But all of these issues really need to be
looked at, and more than just superficially, to be

truly included into & process that allows us to do what

we need to do in our communities. Thank vou.
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MS. you, Beverly. Nicely
done. HNothing but love for you, Ruth. You've gotten a
chance. Elaine, you've spoken. Ckay. Sharon, vou

really haven't spoken a lot. Did vou want to have a

Joud
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1 little something, or are you feeling --

2 MS. SHARON CLATRMONT: HNo, I'm okay.

3 MS. INEZ ODOM: All right. Okay. Francis?
4 ME. FRANCIS COHSTAD: I guess the day is

5 almost gone here. 1'm pleased to be here. My name is

g Francis. I'm a Blackfeet menmber, and I live on the
7 Blackfeet reservation. I was a recipient from the

g scholarship fund that the gentleman was here, and I

9 have big hopes of going home after my education to help
10 our tribe.

11 And ‘just to make a long story, the crime is
iz s¢ high there. There are so very little services.

i3 It's really been a struggle for me, as a woman and as
14 an educated woman.

15 One of the things, we 7just had a big disaster

-

16 with flocds and snow, and all I heard con the radioc with

17 our reservation, with our council member, was how they
18 were going to get to the cows and feed the cows.
19 I never heard once how they were going to

20 help the families and get to the families. Some of

21 them went at least two weeks without electricity and
22 heat. And I've alwavs said this: The cows get treated

23 better than the people and better than our victims.
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timized is from our
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1 was asked to bring up from one of cur co-workers is,
2 him being a former investigator: What does the FBI do?
3 They’re a head of major crime.

4 We had a young gal that was raped here no

5 very long ago. When we contacted the FBI, they were at
& the Olympics. When we contacted them again, they were
7 up at the border. When we contacted them again, they

8 were detailed to another reservation.

9 And it was Jjust recently the decision came
10 down that thev're not going to proceed on this case.

11 And why not? 1 don’t think they were there to even

12 investigate. I know they weren't. BAnd who has to go
13 tell the family members? We do.

14 And it goes on and on and on. How many cases
15 do they even solve? I don't think they solve any. And
16 it gets so frustrating, as a victim advocate and a

17 person trying to make changes, to go up agalinst our own
i8 council, which 1s our people we elect; to go up against
19 the ¥FBI, who don't want to be on reservations. And I
20 honestly think: Who puts them there? And why are they
21 there?

22 And I can't say for all of them, but I know
Z3 it is for ours. And our state being probably the most
24 prejudiced in the whole U.S., you know, we don't give
25 crime victims money We don't get services for our
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1 victims.

2 But vet, we do -- I see the crime ralte going
3 further and further. We just recently finished a study
4 on dropouts. We have only 30 percent that finish high
5 school, and it's the saddest thing I have seen.

6 And sitting here and listening and having so

el

our coffice almost every day. And I have always said:

10 Why do we have to depend on the cops? Put victim
i1 services in with the cops. Why don't you put some

12 professiconal cops in with us, and we'll make sure those

i3 domestic abuse cases will go. We'll make sure those

14 other abuse cases go.

15 We just recently received a small grant from
16 the victim services, and we did. We took an

17 investigative position for elder crimes.

18 We Just got a crime in, where an elderly lady

19 was sexually molested by her son that was taking care

20 0f her., I sat there, myself, and almost cried over it
21 thinking that this is going on even with our elders.
22 And where are cur cops? "Well, it's an eldesr crime.
23 We don’t know what to do.™ You know, that's their

24 response. And that’s how it is in Indian Country
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1 the BIA that put police on our police force, that

2z aren’'t doing theixr jobs, should be accountable.

3 I think these programs need to be svaluated,
4 and not only is our higher supervisor supposed to be

5 trained, I think it's a great idea on deing the tribal
6 training with our leaders.

7 I know for sure our -- we just had new

8 elections last wesk. We have four new ones. We don't

9 have one person on our nine council members that are

o

10 educated. And it’s pretty damned scary to live there

11 and to think they're our leaders.

12 And I don't know the answers. I know this is
13 a start and 1t helps a lot, but it's getting scary.

14 You know, it’s almost like vyou have to move off so you
i5 don't have -~ but, vyou know, I'm still hanging in

16 there, and still a lot of vou are, and I hear a lot of

17 your stories.

18 And I don't know. I really don't know what
i9 the answer 1s. Thank vou.

20 MS. INEZ ODOM: Francis, thank you so much.
21 We really haven't heard from vou too much. Did vyou

22 want to speak? Okay. 1It's opticnal, too, you know.

23 MS. INGRID MITCHELL: My name is Ingrid

24 Mitchell. I'm with the Pueblo of Acoma. I work in the

department. My office is stationed with the
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where I can work with my officers., Our tribal court is
Just within the same building, as well. There is still

a lot of problems that need to be worked out within our
community, and 2 lot of it does come from our tribal

administrative people, our governor, our elected

officials.
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By the time we get something going, we get new

fficials, and those new officials don’t feel that it's

O

e

as important and sometimes will shut us down.

&

ot

je don't have a domestic viclence code in our

3

pueblo. When we do have domestic violence, sometimes

battery, which isn't much, and it's frustrati

o
»
i

We are not allowed to put our perpetrators in

jail. It costs us 350 a day to have them in jail, and

n

it comes out of cur money, so our council feels: Don't

put them in Jjail.

h

We don't have the funding to punish them,

o

is frustrating, and it's frustrating for our

victims. They feel they are not getting any kind of

EN

99
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turning away. A lot of them are coming back into
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2 office and telling me, "I don’t want to press charges.
3 I want to dismiss it. The process is too long. Nobody

4 is here to help. And even if we do go to courit, they

5 don't go to jail anyway.”
6 So those are what I'm having to face on our

7 tribe. And a lot of it, too, is our cofficers. We've

8 got several officers that have been law enforcement for
9 20 years, and they're used to the old ways. They're

10 not sensgitive.

i1 And we try to send them tc change. They

1z don't want to go. It's hard. They need to learn how
i3 to speak to our victims, learn how to calm them down,
14 learn how to talk to them right, show them that

i5 respect, and let them feel that they are, you know, a

ie human being. But a lot of times they don't. They
17 degrade them. So we're having that problem with our

18 officers, as well.

fodn

18 Ancother thing is that with our tribal laws,

20 it’'s mandatory that we get ocur tribal sheriff out there

21 first, before we do our law enforcement officers. And
22 when that happens in a domestic viclence case, when the
23 tribal sheriff goes home, the victim winds up being

24 beaten again for having them come out to the home.
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i deal with, and right now I'm trving to set up a lot of
z community awareness, trving to get everybody involved,
3 making presentations to the Head Starts, to schools, to
4 elderly centers, Jjust to let them know that there's
5 something out there and that they have someone they can
& turn to.
7 But it'*s frustrating, and it's hard. Right
g now, I'm the only person that's working it. I d
9 everything, from restraining orders, to court hearings,
10 to transports, to shelters. I'm the only one out there
11 in the tribe. So those are the problems I'm facing.
12 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you. Thank you so
13 much. Shirl?
14 ME. SHIRL PINTO ROBINSON: My name is Shirl
15 Pipto Robinson. I work on the Northern Cheyenne
16 reservation in Lame Deer, Montana, southeastern
17 Montana. I've worked with victim services for the last
18 nine years.
19 And I guess one of our biggest problems is,
20 we need a shelter on the reservation. We send our
21 women to the nearest shelter, which is 100 miles north,
22 south, east, or west., Anvy direction, 1it’s 100 miles,
23 We have some native shelters, but they are
24 like three and four hours away from Lame Deer, even

25 into Scuth Dakota sometimes. And women say that the
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feel a lot more comfortable being in a native shelter.

in non-native shelters. There iz no ceremonials tha

go to sweats. These are g lot of the problems that our

And if we had a shelter on the reservation,

this is where thevy would

ceremonies. Some of them feel comfortable going off
the resesrvation, which is fine, you know, and they can

always utilize those shelters.

"

Another thing that I really have a problem
with is: How can we, as native tribes, keep going, you
know, be self-sustaining with our monies on our

reservation? Well, we can't always depend on grants,

and one of these days grants are going to run cut. So
how do we self-sustain?
These are things that I would like to know,

because our reservation is really small. There

i

I think 8,000 registered Northern Cheyenne people. My

two children and my husband are registered in the tribe
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1 live in a really rural area, poor. It's just like Jobs
2 are really hard to find, and it's like for people to

3 have a job, you have to have a degree, almost, or you

4 have to have, vou know, a lot of -- a background in

5 what you're doing.

) We need to become dependent upon ourselves,

7 vou know. Because like I salid, one of these days these
8 monies are going to yun out, and then what are we going
9 to do? We need to develop volunteerism on the

10 reservation, and that's really hard because a lot of

11 times there’s -- confidentiality is zerc on the

1z reservation. Evervbody knows what's going on.

i3 It's really hard to get volunteers on the

regservation that can help out, vyou know. Because right

s
sk

now I am the wvictim'’s advocate for the tribe. There is

oot
o

another gal that works with the Stop grant. But it's

ot
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17 between us two ~- 0r actually, there’s one advocate --
18 two advocates on the cother program.

19 Between us three, we service five districts
20 on the reservation. And with each district, there's
21 like 15 and 20 miles spread apart with each district,
22 so the police officers, you know, responding to a call

in Ashton have to travel like 20 miles. But it takes
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anywhere from 30 to 45 minutes to respond to these
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calls.
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people because they have to walt, and some of them are

compensated for, you know, like the crimes that were
committed against them.

One more thing that I really have a problem
with on our reservation is how BIA is always moving
officers from reservation to reservation, and we have
officers that prey on women that are vicitims of
domestic viclence. When they go to assist these women,
they find out that, vou know, the wictim has split up
with the spouse, and then the next thing you know, the

ng this gal, and they just go from
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wave a bilg problem with
that, and I think that these men need training.

I don't know if you guys go through the same
thing, but these are the biggest problems that I feel

need to be addressed. Thank vyou.

MS. RENCHNNEN SCOTT: My name 1s Renonnen
Dawes Scotit, and I'm from Montana. I'm a member of fthe

Crow tribe. We have approximately -- close to 12,000

204
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1 tribal members, and we are too facing a lot of
2 frustration and barriers with cur program, There 1is

3 myself and one other women's advocate.

4 We are close to the Northern Cheyenne
5 reservation, so we're a little bit closer to the

nearest women's shelter, which is probably about 62

fox

g
10 within the tribe with politics. There's a lot of
11 Jealousy involved there within our own programs and
1z whatnot, and having to deal with racism, as well.
13 And I have been involved with domestic
14 vioclence for the last, I would say, about ten vyears.

i5 And I in fact moved off the reservation and am living

16 in Hardin, where there is a lot of racism there. But
7 vet, with the county police department there, there's a
18 little bit more safety as far as having our restraining
18 orders granted and whatnot. 8o a lot of the native ~-
20 a lot of the Crow women move to Hardin, but yet they

21 have to deal with racism there, as well.

22 When 1 first started working with the victinms
23 assistance program, which was a year ago, the woman

24 that was there previocusly had I guess —- I think she
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1 program was really hurt. There was a lot of funding

2 that was cut. She had lost some of the other funding

3 scurces that would stop violence against Indian women,

4 family violence prevention.

5 So the only thing that tribe had was 7Just the

6 general funding under Social Services, and that's what

7 T had been continuing on working, as far as advocating

g and being the project coordinator.

9 And there are a lot of issues. You know, I
10 can sit here and go on and on, but my main concern at
i1 this point is trying to get more funding for the
iz program. We see about 18 to 25 women a month for
i3 domestic viclence and sexual assault cases. There is a

lot of elder abuse out there, a lot of incest, a lot of

o
R

15 assault on young girls.

16 And so I'm just very limited. Sometimes I

17 feel like I'm overwhelmed and I need more help. I need
18 to hire more people from the program to provide

19 services. And then alsoc our law enforcement. Both BIA
20 and tribal are, you know, perpetrators, themselves, and
21 so it's hard to go out there and f£o help a woman when
22 their husband 1s a police officer and the paperwork

23 goes before them. There is alsc issues with the

24 prosecutor. The prosecutor's nephew -- you know,
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1 And so there is just ba we come

Z across. There needs to be more training and education
3 for the judges, prosecutors. And I guess I'm, vyou

4 know, sticking out as I'm coverwhelmed and whatnot, but
5 I want to be there, and I want to help the community

6 and to help my people, because I know what it’s like to
7 be a victim myself.

8 And so I am glad to be here, and I'm very

5 thankful that I can come in and address my issues to
i¢ Mr. Gillis here. And I thank you for the funding and
i1 future funding, as well. Thanks.
1z MS5. INEZ ODOM: Thank you. All right. Yes,
i3 Peter? We need two seconds to set up the camera so we

1 shout

et

14 can get a good angle on you. Okay. And he’

[
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he's happy please. All right.

¥
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MS. MARIE CALICA: Thank you. Many of the

17 needs that I've heard today, of course, you know is

i8 what our program also is in need of, and it is

19 especially training. But I really believe fo

20 strengthen our services and be culturally diverse and
z1 strengthen and stabilize our services of sexual assault
22 and domestic violence, the service pricrities nsed to
23 be developed as to how our methods or how we're going
24 to carry them out.

25 And with that, we started doing that and

A
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1 too, that we

2 two families

3 there. But as
4 1so dealing

5 with when we talk about prejudice, and we do have this

7 We have some that misinterprets culture to
8 prove thelr male superiority towards females, and we
9 find now that we are having a lot of domestic vioclence

10 due to: Well, I'm the Indian; vou're not enrclled
11 here, or you don't have encugh Indian to be enrclled.
1z And so we're now goling on that, and that is
i3 another problem of manipulation. 8o that's why we

he HUD, to have transitional housing.

fus

ot
o

wrote a grant to

1

nd, I'd like to read you one guici

I

j .

15 And if you don't m

16 story here, that will take about a minute, of what we
17 incliuded in this grant. This is a case scenario.

ig *3:00 in the morning. Everyone is in the

159 house sleeping. A young woman awakens to a knock at

20 the door. She is not a tribal member. In an effort to
21 avolid waking cothers in the house, she gets the door,

22 only to find her boyfriend standing there. Only hours
23 earlier, she managed To escape his contrel and sought
24 refuge with a friend. She hoped that he would not f£ind
25 her. Before she had time to react, he grabbed her by
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1 her hair and drug her out, screaming, to go the

2 sidewalk. He punched her in the head. She hoped

3 someone would wake up, but no one came. He dragged herx
4 to his car parked nearby and shoved her into the seat.
5 Inside were two other people sitting there, his mother

& and stepfather. The car took off, heading in the

[

7 direction of a house. As theyv traveled, her bovfriend

o

was sitting on top of her, leaned down and bit a chunk
5 out of her nose. She screamed and begged for help.
10 The mother and stepfather would not help. They

ignored. He held her hair, punched her face several

s
o
ot

iz times and attempted to strangle her. Once they arrived
13 at his house, his mother and stepfather went inside,
14 leaving him in the car. He continued beating her,

15 saying he was going to kill her. She blacked ocut, and

16 when she came to, he was still beating her. She

15 hard and forced her. She could feel the hair tearin

o]

20 from her head. When they did get out of the car, he
21 stood behind her and bit a chunk out of her ear. After
22 the beating, for whatever reason, he began to cry.

23 They both proceeded into the house. The boyiriend ran
24 into the room and passed out. His mother and

hink she needed medical help or
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attention. The front door still open, the boviriend

asleep, she fled. The boyfriend later went to jail.

o

There were no charges, though. The bovfriend’s famil

him. Protective shelter was available, but she would

voung woman went fTo stay with her mother, who had

ttle means of helping or protecting her. When the

-
foda

bovfriend got out of the jail, he went to the woman's

house, begged for her forgiveness. She belisved him,

n

eventually married him. Her story is one of many that

t

hat many Native Americans
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face as victims of domestic violence.
And I guess that's why I bring up the blood
guantum thing, because on our reservation, it's really
hard for those that are nontribal members to get
services, and we continue to need the support in order

ictims of crime on our

<4

to deliver services to all s
reservation, including those that are nonindian, that

are into relationships on cur reservation.

210
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1 to come from everybody in the system.

2 It was really cute. I want to share what my
3 chief of police -— we went down to San Diego three

4 weeks ago. And he said the first time he went to a

5 Stop conference, evervbody was asking, "Where are you

5 going?¥ And he sald, "Blah, blah, pblah.® And they

7 said, "What?" He said, well, he wouldn't want them to
g know that it was sacred women.

9 Bnd sc he said this year his staff asked him.

10 He's the chief of police. He said, "I'm going to Women

11 Are Sacred conference because they are, and it's about
12 time we started focusing on that.” I thought, you

i3 know, five years later we're getting that support, and
14 it's growing.

fany
o4

and the transitional housing that will be
o)

16 built from the $350,000 that we got from HUD, this is

17 the first time ocur tribe is giving us something so we
18 can build a 3500,000 transitional house of seven, which
19 we are calling the Circle of Life, which they will come

20 up with a2 plan where they can be there from three
21 months to 18 months.

22 However, for us to get that, we also have a
23 building that will be for the same-sex relaitionships,
24 because we are also -- and it was hard for our trib

25 accept this for a while, lesbians and homosexuals. But
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1 they are human beings, and we are delivering services
2 to them, and we will have a unit for theilr sheltering,
3 also.

4 Medical cosmetic needs. 1 talked about the
5 bite on the ear. It tock a lady, that finally went to

& federal court, three beatings and the loss of her nose,

7 and another the loss of her eye, before it got to the
g U.8. Attorneys in the federal courtroom.
G And so with that, we need to have ~- and then

10 when they say, "There is no health problems there,
i1 vou’'re breathing okay, and you're fine,”™ no.

iz focus yourself there without having the tip of vyour

13 nose.
14 We had to lobby and lobby so that finally

15 they are going to give her a tip. We had to really

16 work hard to get an eye for the lady whose eve was
17 kicked out, and it has taken over a year.

We need medical services through IHS, and I

Y
Q0

20 starting to focus on that.

21 Notification of sentencing and also release
22 of offenders. That needs to happen. HNot just somebody
23 showing up at thelr door some night or some morning,

24 because we get calls like that: Why didn’t vou tell

aNe}
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1 Notification when a hearing is going to be
2 postponed or rescheduled from the U.3. Attorney's

3 Office. We all got ready, we finally got word, but

4 nobody teld us to tell the victims that they're not
5 supposed to go. So notification.
6 Jurisdiction of boarding schools. We have
7 had several beatings and sexual assaults at boarding
8 schools in the United States. We asked for two of our
9 cases, and it said, "Well, it goes back to your
190 reservation because they're from there.”
i1 No. This happened in a federally funded
iz school. Where is Jjurisdiction? That's another issue
i3 I'd like to be considered, when our children are hurt
14 in those schools.
15 Let’s see. I could go on with many other

16 things, but I think the main thing is working together,

17 good collaboration, with communication and respect, so0

18 we can build a trust for each other in our communities.
15 And with that, thank vou.

20 MS. INEZ ODOM: Thank you. Well, what I

21 would like to do, those of you who will still be around
22 tomorrow, I need to get you signed up so that we can

23 set up our one-on-one interviews. Let's everybody do a
24 -~ stay seated. Go like this. Okay. Stretch.

25 Beautiful. Beautiful. Oh, Michelle?

)
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1 MS. MICHELLE COCHRAN: May I7

2 MS. INEZ ODOM: Absclutely.

3 MS. MICHELLE COCHRAN: 1'11l make this real
4 guick. I know I've heard today a lot of the concerns
5 regarding law enforcement, and I've written them down

& so I can take them back to my deparitment. But one

d

have from the law enforcement

b

concern that

g perspective is

9 We are fortunate with our department, where
10 over half of them are state certified. 5S¢ we do arrest
11 nonindians, and I have arrested them before on domestic
iz viclence calls., And I've arrested them, transported
13 them off the reservation to a county facility, and they
14 are charged through the magistrate court.
i5 Unfortunately, what we are dealing with now
16 is the state entities, the judges. They are not --
17 they're elecied positions. And now what we're facing
18 is just having them educated on jurisdiction on the
19 reservation. We've run into state agencies, county.
20 It’s not so much with state police; in some cases it
21 is. But county sheriffs departments and then the state
22 police who will not come on the reservation and arrest
23 a nonindian, simply because it's a reservation.
24 They're not aware of -- you know, 1it's a
25 nonindian. Even 1f it's on the reservaition, they have
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jurisdiction,. So that's what we're running into.

We recently had a training. The Indian

o)

police academy in Arxtesia had a training in
Albuguergue, and it was criminal jurisdiction in Indian
Country. My main concern for that training was to get
those state entities there, and I went door to door.

We had two district attorneys from the District
Attorney’s 0ffice, and we had one magistrate judge

there. We had several from state police that attended.

And they were able to ask questions regarding

n

jurisdiction in Indian Country. And that was a big
gray area for everyboedy, and I was real happy to see

them there, and I would like to see -- and that was one

g

of the comments on my little critique at the end, was
mandatory training for state agencies, on to the
jurisdiction, you know, that they do have the

urisdiction to come on the reservation and arrest

furds

nonindians.

You know, they won't do it. There was
nothing we could do. And in s0me Cases, we remove
them, and I know the victims and the public thinks that
we're not doing anything. We can arrest them, but
where do we put them? If they're not -- 1f the DA's

Office isn't going to prosecute, ws

%
0
<
5

no place to

put them. We can remove them.

e



If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.

[N

(V]

i

(R4

el

10

fan] s R ot Pt e
s ot <o e fes] e

]
{ad

N
P

But like I said, the public sess that. They

think that nothing is done, and then our hands are tied
because we -- county won't come out, You know, 1if it's
not a state certified officer, they can’t arrest them,

We can remove them, but there is nothing we can do.

Our hands are tied. je can make an arrest, and in some
cases we can make an arrest and at least just get them

off the reservation, vyou know.

But if there is some way to do mandatory
training for state agencies who deal with Indian
Country, who border Indian Country, that is something
that we need, the law enforcement officers need.

MS. INEZ ODOM: Particularly Public Law 280
states -~ I mean, that should just be de rigueur that

they are learning this. Quick like a bunny, would vou

@k

pass that to her
MS. MARIE CALICA: When we had the meeting in
-~ gee, I forget. It was in Renc? I just want to
thank the group there, because at that time we had
brought up where the State of Oregon did not apply for

astate funds because we had to sign a waiver on our

And come to find out, it was found cut that

we were one of the states, of only two, and now that is

w
O
bt

lifted, so we will be focusing some on that now.

216
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Just want to thank you for doing that.
M&. IHEZ ODOM: Thank vou.
M3, MARIE CALICA: And Gladys had mentioned

garlier about the RO. We got that changed, so the RO

-- you don't have to be living with somebody. An RO ~--

no contact, full faith and credit is initiated now.

much. Ena will take that. John, did vou want to say

lse of the room and
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make sure. Is there anyone who feels like they weren't
heard, that they have something really pressing on

eart that they didn’t get a chance

.

their mind or their
to communicate? Because the worst thing in the world
is to walk away feeling like: Well, you know, if only
they had let me say X.

chance? All right. I see a scul back here. BAnd I'm

415, NATALIA CALHOUN: I know I had a chance
to say a few things before, but a couple of things I
was thinking about was, in our program, I know th
our advocates spend a lot of time with our victims.
And part of that, part of the services, the number of

service contacts that we have, you know, are very high.
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1 And part of the reascon for that is because of
Z the fact that it takes s0 long., If we do get a chance
3 to get our cases forwarded to federal court, it takes a
4 long time to get it there. So it's not unusual for us
5 to have a case for two vears, vou know, before it would

7 take that long. Nobody waits for two years.

2 But in Indian Country, that's probably

9 common. And so that was one thing that I ~- one

10 comment that I wanted to bring up. And the other one
11 iz, I think it was briefly mentioned by somecons, is a
1z need to have a support svystem for advocates. You know,
i3 I'm not sure what that would lock like, but I know our

14 advocates get pretty stressed out, and we tell them to
15 take care of themselves and do this and do that.
i6 But, vou know, in our program we don't have

17 money to pay overtime, either, and a lot of them work

18 many, many more hours than they get paid for. And

19 because of the workload, you know, they can't always
20 take that time off, either. And so we try to work

21 around it the best we can.

22 You know, in our program, I'm always passing
23 out candles and whatever, you know, for them to have,
24 and as a way of stress relief and whatever, vou know.
25 That comes out of my own pocket, because our program

o
oo

]
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1 doesn't pay for it.

2 And so I think advocacy support is a way for
2 them to de-stress, to heal. You know, it's something
4 that needs to be addressed in these programs.

5 And there was mention on DV shelters, and I

& have been searching for monev for a DV shelter. We had

ied that as a need in our community guite some

8 time ago, and our tribal council did, through our

9 housing program, they purchased a home that was a tax
10 sale on the reservation and donated it to our program
11 to use as a DV shelter.
iz And so everybody got their hopes up that we
i3 were going to have this DV shelter, but there was no

14 money. You know, there’s no money for operational

15 costs and whatever. But this year I kind of take it

is6 upon myself to say, "Well, we're going to make this

i7 happen somehow. We're going to make this happen.”

18 S50 we have come up with, through our housing
1i¢ program, a little bit of money to do some renovations:;
20 not nearly enough to do it all. But no opesrating costs
21 in sight. 8o I would like to see or hear if there is
22 any funding out there to support a DV shelter.

23 Right now, we're going on a wing and a praver
24 and just praying that somehow we are going to make this

proaching many businesses,
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1 trying to get donations and whatever, and that's very
2 hard. I'm probably getting turned down more than not.
3 M5, INEZ ODOM: I may have a response fox
4 yvou, He's got the mike. He might have a response.

5 MR, JOHN GILLIS: No. I felft there was one

6 more individual who wanted to speak.

7 MS., INEZ ODOM: Right. Barbara.

8 MR. JOHN GILLIS: Yeah.

9 MS. INEZ ODOM: Did you have anything,
10 another final point?
11 MS. NATALIA CALHOUN: Well, I just wanted to

iz reiterate, too, that I know vou brought up that vou

i3 were working with the state and federals on

14 notification. And we just recently had a couple of

15 people that were released from prison, and there was no
18 notification. BAnd one of them was a state case. 5o

17 anyway, I'm hoping that will change.

i8 MS5. INEZ ODOM: Barbara?

i35 ME. BARBARA SCOTT-RARICK: I just wanted to
20 kind of say again that this discretionary money, it's
21 really important to use 1t for program development, and
22 that's directed at vyou guvys.

23 And for the victim service providers, look

24 beside you, look in front of vyou, look behind vyou.

that you have. Bsv
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1 was talking about being in the program for 20 years.

2 You know, victims of domestic viclence, sexual assault,
3 whatever crimes that there are, we're not like we were
4 20 years ago. We have changed.

5 As I was sitting here, counting, it was like:
& Wow, I've been in this field for 14 vears? So you may
7 feel overwhelmed and everything, but talk to the peocple
8 beside you. Get scome names from other people who work
9 in victim services. They can probably give vou answers
10 or helip you find solutions to what your problems are,
11 working within Indian Country.
12 Oh, and then the last thing I have to say:

i3 Are we going to hear from John?
14 MS. INEZ ODOM: Who knows?

15 MS. BARBARA BCOTT-RARICK: Are vyou going to

16 tell us what is coming from this, what you got out of
17 this, what vou're going to focus on?

et me

Yot

18 MR. JOHN GILLIS: Well, first of all,

b
el

thank all of you for coming today. It's guite an honor

20 for us for you to come out and spend vour Saturday, a
21 day that you could have been doing many other things,
2z and we appreciate vyour being here.

23 When I decided to hold these, one of the

24 things we talked about was what day should we have it

and when would victims be able to attend., We know that

N
[
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1 mest victims have dobs and they can't come oubt during

2 the week. 8o we didn't want a lot ¢of government

3 pecople, because they would have been here during the

4 week, and they get paid. So we thought we'd do it on

5 Saturday. And so we do appreclate vour coming.

6 This has been very productive for me. There
] were a lot of things said that we will fake back and

8 loock at and evaluate and come up with some changes that

9 we hope will be beneficial to all. I still intend to

[

i0 keep in touch with you. This is certainly not the end
11 of it. This is just the beginning.

12 And the fact that you are here and willing to
13 talk to us is amazing. And I thank you for that.

14 So if vyou would all give vourselves a big

15 hand, and Inez.

16 MS5. INEZ ODOM: I will say, too, you should
17 realize -- I mean, you are all totally aware of this,

18 but not only are you being videotaped, but we have had

19 a marvelous stenographer over there. She has captured

20 every single word. And we also have Jennifer Ford, who
21 has been doing some scribing here, because these notes

22 will then -- we will be working with all of it so we

23 really have a complete record. So we'll have not only

24 a video record of everything that was said, but then it
25 will be edited together into a form that can be shown,
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1 much like the Boston roundtable, so someone could sit

2 and see the distillation of this discussion.

3 How many of you know that game

4 duck-duck~goose you played when you were a c¢hild? You
5 know, that duck-duck-duck-goose, and if vou got goosed,

& vou jump up and you run around. We're just going to

7 play the duck part of it, okav, where I'm going to

g point at you, and 1f I;ve pointed at you, you need to

9 see Ena after we conclude. Ena, wave your hand. Okay.
i% And Jeannie has something to sav, too. I'm
i1 going to do my duck thing first. Duck. OCkay, so you
1z need to see Ena. Duck. Duck. Okay. Look at the

i3 little faces. Duck. Duck. Duck. Duck. Duck.

14 Because vou tfwo can stay tomorrow. Are you all able to

15 stay tomorrow, or no?

16 MS. FRANCES FLORES: It’s up to you guvs.
17 1711 make sure.

18 MS., INEZ ODOM: Then there’s a duck. Let's
19 have a duck conversation. Duck. Elaine, you're able
20 to stay tomorrow, you said?

21 M3. ELAINE: Maybe.

Z22 MS. INEZ ODOM: Mavbe buck. Ckay. Ruth,
23 were you staying tomorrow? HNo. Okay. Fine. Who are
24 my people over here? Ardith, vou were staving
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1 cute as a button, Renonnen?

Z MS. RENONNEN SCOTT: Renonnen.

3 MS., INEZ ODOM: Renonnen. And vou, I know,
4 are flying ocut at 10:20 in the morning, correct? So

5 you get to be like my 7:00 a.m. interview if you so

6 choose. 8o you're duck. I've ducked you, as well.

7 Now, ladies, Rose Mary and Marie, are you both --

8 MS. ROSE MARY SHAW: I leave at 10:00.

9 ME. INEZ ODOM: You're all leaving tomorrow?

10:00, 10:00. 6:00 in the afternoon. Irens,

s
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cu're leaving? Are vyou leaving? You're leaving.

s
st
<

ay. All right. Verv good. BAll right. Jeannie,

Y
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5

i3 take it away.
14 MS. JEANNIE GREGORI: I just wanted to let
i5 everybody know we will be sending notes out to

16 everybody, so make sure that you filled out the orange
17 form. On the back table, if vyou haven't picked up a
18 letter that was read from Senator Ben Nighthorse

19 Campbell, those are back there, but we will send out a
20 hard copy when we send out the copies, along with the
21 travel form.

22 And I just wanted to thank everybody for

23 coming, and I see a lot of familiar faces. For those
24 who remembered me, I used to do the training under CJIA

had a lot of mentors, and I
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1 specifically wanted To say thank you to Francis,
2 because her and Shanee (?) really tock me in when we

3 used to do the training. 8o thank you.

4 MS, INEZ ODOM: How we've been ending all of
5 the roundtables is that I would like everyone to come,

2 and we're going to form a circle and hold hands. BSo
7 let's get vou to all stand up. My inner circle sort of

jets Lo stay where they are. And my outer circle, come

[sw
L o]

£ on in and join us, guick like a bunny.
10 Is everybody holding hands in the circle?

11 Okay. Everybody holding hands? I see all the faces.

iz Listen, I Jjust wanted to say thank you so
i3 much, personally, for being part of this. You know,

14 it's wvery difficult and courageous to come and
i5 participate in something like this, and 1t has really

16 been -~ az we go arocund the country meeting people and

17 hearing vour stories, it's very moving.
18 But I think the more important thing, you
19 should all really walk away knowing I have nothing but

[S]
P

the utmost respect for John Gillis and Jeannie Gregori.

[
[

And these are truly the people making it happen, and

22 they didn't have to leave D.C. and come and make

™D
s

And I think the fact that they are doing that
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Testimony to the human spirit and
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recognition of ocur shared humanity.

fooh
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o
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o

really want to thank all of vyou for your

i

graciousness and thanks for being here. God bless.

in

4 2nd I would love -- and I was goling To sing "Amen.”
5 You know YAmen™; it's s¢ Seventies.

it's th

e

o]

& But let's do it, becaus first song

d
o]

ever learned. I said to my aunt, "I don't know a
g song.” "Amen” means "so be it."

Christianity, but we'll also have a Native

W
L)
o}

(8inging and Praver.;

fk
o

{The Proceedings were concluded at 4:00 p.m.)
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