







































































about the issue on the floor of the House Just within the last few
weeks. He held a hearing at which Steve testified. BAnd others
testified just a few weeks ago Steve believes that we are
definitely going to get a House vote this year. And I will tell
you that that is my goal, that is something I'm going to work very
hard on. If the Senate doesn’'t want to take the issue up, that's
another forum, it’'s a different venue, it's somewhere where we'll
need your help to create some heat on them. But I've at least
concluded from conversations with Steve Twist and Steve Chabot
that one way to create sole pressure on the U.S. Senate is to get
the bill through the U.S8. House. And so that’s one of The geoals I
have for this year. As I said, you are about very important work
today. I think it is laudable. I think it is worthwhile, I
listened to--I'm sorry, ma'am, I don't know your name--but when
you Jjust said the state legislators of New Mexico c¢ringe when they
hear you coming or when they know vou're coming, I don't cringe
when victims come. But some of my friends who don't understand
this cause do cringe, and some of my colleagues on the opposite
side of the aisle who don't believe in this cause and who are
carrying the water for criminals and who are still listening to
the defense bar say we don't need to amend the U.S. Constitution
we shouldn't do this, some of them do cringe. So whether it's to
help those of us in the congress who don't cringe and who beizeve
in the cause and are excited to see you there, or whether it's to
put a little fear into the hearts and souls of those who do
cringe, I applaud vou for being here today and making your case.

laud vou for standing before the state legislature of New
Mexico. And whenever you can come to Washington, for standing

e the U.S. Congress and fighting for this cause. I know, not
from §e§uona£ experience, because, thank God, I have not been in
the position that so many of you are in, but I know from learned
experience from talking to so many victims through the years I was
in the Attorney General's office, through the years I've been in
the United States Congress, through going to meetings like thi
and having a chance to just chat with people, I think I understand
or at least have some attempt to try to understand what this
system does, and there simply is no excuse for it. Recently, I
read a letter. Steve provided me a letter from Laurence Tribe,
the renowned scholar at Harvard Law School who has now gone on
record in Sﬁ§§efi of the Crime Victims Rights Amendment in the
U.S. Constitution. Now Laurence Tribe is not a conservative
R%?QbilC&E. He is not a felong advocate of victims' rights
ig rather a distinguishe egal =scholar, a man of great intel
and great intellectual prowe r
e
t

a man who is admired a
And I read through his le nn
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and it was a rather stu
because he made his case n solely by the legal §&3tz



though the letter began with that, an explanation of the fact that
the language in the constitutional amendment has now been haggled
over and wordsmithed for some six years, word after word, sentence
after sentence, comma after comma, to get it just right. That's
the case I would expect Laurence Tribe, the intellectual professor
of law at Harvard, to make. But then he turned to real life and
he concluded his letter by telling a story. And the story was of
a victim in the state of Massachusetts which has crime victims'
rights in state law. And the case he made was of a rape victim
who had been raped more than fifteen years ago. The perpetrator
of this crime had been convicted more than fifteen years ago and
to this day, has yet to spend a single day in prison. And he told
this story and he told it with some pretty colorful language about
how the victim knows day in and day out, as she gets up and goes
about her daily life, that the perpetrator of that crime is still
on the street. And he told the story of the victim writing to the
county prosecutor there in Massachusetts and saving, do something
about this. You know, this is all driven by a motion for a new
trial that this criminal has had pending and if I were to say
right now had pending for two years, I might be shocked, you might
be saddened, but the world might say, well, sometimes the wheels

of justice turn slow. But this criminal has had a motion for a
new trial pending for not two years, but seven and a half times
that. For fifteen years, this woman h endured the outrageous
punishment, the revictimization of her crime day in and day out,
over and over again. I thank you for what you're doing. I
appreciate the opportunity to just say hello and wish you all the
best. Thank you. (applause]

HOLLY LAURENCE: My name 1is Holly Laurence. On March third of
19%6, my cousin Zaﬁhary; who was nineteen, was working at a video
store in Albuguergue. Actually, he stayed late to help cover for
another worker who got sick, so he was closing., And my
grandparents went to pick him up to take him home and there was an
armed r@bbgzy in the store. Two people who were out on a early
pre-parole release--they'd each served less than half of their
time for other crlmeSMngre out. They went in, robbed the stor
of about a thousand dollars, left more than three thousand doll
there, and murdered the three workers, one of which was Zachary,
my cousin, and kidnapped my grandparents who were outside and t¢
hem to the mountains and murdered my grandparents. Wn@y were
CQaghz about nine days later and the woman, who was forty-two
the time, plead guilty to aiding and abetting in my gran
murders, and there were a few other charvges from other crimes
had committed and she received a sentence of ninety-five and a
half years. And the male murderer went to trial and was being

ot

26



tried for the death penalty. We did not get the death penalty and
only got convictions, again, for aiding and abetting on my
grandparents' murders. So no one was ever found guilty of the
murders in the store, Zachary and his coworkers. And the male was
sentenced to two hundred and fifty-two years, again, with some
other crimes mixed in with that. BAnd the District Attorney's
office as well as the Attorney General's office in New Mexico saild
they will not prosecute again for the other three murders.

BARBARA BIEHN: My name is Barbara Biehn. I'm the mother of
Stephen John Wood, who was murdered by a freeway killer, the
serial killer, in 1980, twenty-two years ago in California. And I
want to share with you that the reason that this murderer was
allowed to get out any murder my son and possibly thirty-four
others was because he was oult on parcle by mistake. And I think
that the justice system, the people who work for the Jjustice
system, Jjudges, lawyers, parole boards, should be accountable for
their decisions. Nothing was ever done, nothing can ever be done
about it because they work for the justice system so I guess
they're out of reach to do anything. And also I think that we
have health prevention, eating correctly, exercise, etcetera,
well, we need a deterrent to crime. After a person is convicted
and sent to prison, they should be punished; not sent to a resort
type environment with three hots and a cot. They shouldn't have
access to TVs, computers, movies, and job training. The general
public is not giving any of these privileges for free. And this
Bonin that murdered my son and was also the cause, indirectly, of
the suicide of ancother son of mine, he was in and out of reform
schools, Jails, prisons and mental hospitals since he was nine
vears old. Kept releasing him. He was even given a certificate
that he was sane and no danger to himself and others. I don't have
a certificate that I'm sane. Do you? BAnd then back to the people
who work for the justice system, the reason that they could just
overlook something and let somebody that murdered time and time
again and has said he wasn't going to leave any witnesses, just
let him out and say he's sane and not a danger, should just be
held accountable. That really sticks in my craw for some reason.
And, OK, then I waited fourteen grueling vears for him to be
executed. Fortunately, he was executed in San Quentin., I
attended the execution. I would like to share with vyou, there is
no closure. I was relieved because this man will never, never,
never harm another child, another young man. I still hurt every
day, 24/7, but I'm very relieved that this man is wiped off th
face of our earth and no longer is allowed to prowl arcund and
create havoc among innocent victims. I still live with great
sadness, and it's always with me unrelenting. I just wanted to
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share with you and the people that we'rx
don't use the expression 'closure.' It is no
Thank you.

LINDA ATKINSON: Hi. My name's Linda Atkinson. I'm the director
and founder of the DWI Resource Cent n Albuguergue, New Mexico.
I started as a full time volunteer, have not walked in your s s
But to learn what I have learned, it just--I guess I was sort
raised under a rock. The first time I walked into a courtroom
with a victim, my mouth dropped open. And that was thirteen years
ago and I think it's still open. It just assails my sense of
justice without having, like I said, to have walked in your shoes.
And so for the past thirteen years, we have provided services to
victims of DWI crashes and advocated for justice. My hidden
agenda, which is hidden no longer, is I want to change the
judicial system and I haven't known how to do that other than to
sit in the courtrooms and monitor the judges and release their
conviction rates. But as we move beyond that intoc our newsletter,
we talk about which judges do afford victims their rights. And
it's been & small volice; we're hoping that that gets a little bit
louder in the next year when we begin a project in New Mexico
which we hope will provide assistance that Steve's group has been
able to do here in Arizona. And I just want to say that as an
advocate, my heart goes out to yvou. I will stand in front of you,
beside you, behind you. Nobody should have to go through this.

ADA PECOS MELTON: Good morning. My name's Ada Pecos Melton and
I'm from the Pueblce of Hamas in New Mexico. Twenty-itwo years ago,
I lost my brother in a DUI crash. It was New Year's Eve, he was
coming home. We have celebrations after midnight mass, and all
that, and he was coming home. He was walking home and some
friends of his drove by and asked him, or told him--we don't know
really what happened, but he got in the car. He was a backseat
passenger. And they didn't drop him off at my house, my parents’
house. They went on and they were riding off reservation, towards
this Spanish community called Ponderosa. And the bo h a
driving, they had all been drinking. My brother was the only cne
th

that hadn't been drinking. He didn't drink. &And the guy lost
control of the car and they drove off z bridge. My brother fell
out of the car. He was the only one that was killed in the
accident. They don't know--I mean, it was either right off the
reservation or on the reservation. The person that was driving
was never prosecuted. The investigation is really unclear. BIA
police came, county sheriffs came. To this day, no one has ever
T T

prosecuted the case. I don’t know, I was very yvoung at that fime,
so I really didn't know what to do to help. We have never had
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closure. And we've had inabilities to find out who the driver
was. We know that he was from Hamas, but he's gone. We've never
seen him since. And I guess my parents and my brothers and
sisters have all been suffering in silence because we don't think
we have any power or anybody behind us. 1In spite of the fact that
now I know so much about the justice system, I still don't know
who killed my brother. And my mother asked, who just turned
eighty in April, asked me, you have friends in powerful places in
D.C. Why can’t you get them Lo help you? We sent you to college,
you did all this, you know how to do all these things. Can't you
ore I leave this world and join your brother who this
perscon was that killed our son and your brother. I don't think
that the people who invited me knew this about me, and I don't
really share because somewhat I'm ashamed that I know so much
about the justice system and I can't find the damn answers to help
my parents. And I'm now, more than ever, committed because my
mother just said this to me in April, to try to find her the name
of the person who killed our brother. 8o I think that as we talk
about today all the barriers that prevent us [from] working
together because we--thiz 1s an unsolved problem for me in the
sense that it happened either off the reservation or on the
reservation. We just don't know who, and it happened twenty-two
years ago, so it's reall y hard for me to know how to start. And
in spite of the fact that I know guite a few people that could
help me. So thank you very much for inviting me. Thank you.

* w *

INEZ: I'm just going tc take a quick moment and introduce myself
I'm Inez Gdem; the producer that's going to be working with some
of vou tomorrow. And, ultimately, once we've goiten around, we're
going to be facilitating really some (Q&As so that vyou can share
with us what you really feel is most important for the folks at
the Office for Victims of Crime to know. And so we really value

e e))

and appreciate everyone's story. Thank you.

GAIL LELAND (Homicide Survivors): OK. She just learned something
apout us survivers, I think. Give us the mike., My name is Gail
eland and I'm from Tucson, Arizona. n 1981, my fourteen vyear
old son was abducted. He was missing for several months and his
body was found. He had been beaten to death. The case is still
unsolved. Qur family went through a terrible time when this first
happened, and there was not lot of help available for us.
Shortly after, I formed the Tucson chapter of Parents of Murdered
Children, which later became known as Homiclide Survivors. We
provide victim assistance for families of murder victims.

tv-a
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th all victim families, our primary focus is

d, no-arrest, and murder-suicide cases 'cause
we feel this is a population of victims that has been underserved
and continues to be neglected.

1
Hi. TI'm Donna Allendorf from Colorado Springs. I'm a former
chapter leader of Parents of Murdered Children. My son Michael
Allendorf was killed in Marvland on October 29, 19%24. It was a
murder for hire, a murder for insurance money. His girlfriend and
her mother and a new boyfriend hired two contract murderers to
kill ocur son. It was not a large life insurance policy and the
girl who wanted to buy a Mustang car with the life insurance money
forged her name on the policy. 8he was up for trial first and as
the defense lawvers tell you, you know, she had to have some light
at the end of the tunnel. She had to see the light so that we
were pretty much coerced into accepting a plea for her on the day
that the trial was to start. We barely got home when we found out
there'd been a mistake made, that through the criminal justice
system and we had gotten false information from the State’s
Attorney and so she did not have to serve half of her time, she
only had to sexrve like a fourth or a third because conspiracy to
commit murder i1s not considered a violent crime in the state of
Maryland, meaning they don't have to serve half their time. We
thought we were wiser the next time we went to Maryland. The
mother came up for trial and she was convicted. The boyfriend
came up for trial and he was convicted. Then we had two contract
murderers. They all went to trial. We had defense lawyers coming
up between sessions telling us how sorry they were for us, but
they had to represent their client. Both of the convicted people
for hire that killed ocur son, they belonged to a computer group,
they wore the long trench coat like in the Columbine shootings,
only this was before Columbine. That information was allowed in
the trial first time around. Both of these young men had won
their appeals. They were retried. That information was kept out,

o]
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DONNA ALLENDORF (Parents of Murdered Children, Colorado Springs):
Kf...;!

~

juvenile records were sealed. They both, however, were found
guilty and the last trial was in '98 and we barely got home. We
found out that a parocle hearing was set up. It was February of
this year. And he has been kept in. Every year, I try to get new
information from the parole board and try tc make sure that I have
updates. The updates do not match what comes from the parole
boards, as many of vyou know. S0 that's all I have to say.
MARILYN NORWOOD (Parents of Murdered Children, Pike's Peak
Chapter): My name is Marilyn Norwood. I'm from Cclorado
aiso, leader 0f the Pike's Peak Chapter and co-leader of it, foo.



Now I'm contact perscn. My husband was murdered on Mother's Day
1988 in ﬁ%wgsrt Tennessee., 1t was two and a half vears after he
retired from the military after spending twenty-eight and a half
years in the military. He wanted to go home to his beloved
Tennessee. The first year we were there, we were robbed. The
house was broken into. A year and a half later, he was murdered.
He was resting in his car coming home from his mother’s and these
two guys seen him, they took their wives home and they came back,
hid their car, had a dent puller with them, beat him over the head
with the dent puller, two and a half inches into the skull. Left
him there to bleed to death. And they got the guys a week later,
eighteen and twenty vyears old, juvenile records, expunged of
course, which shouldn't be. ih% one plea bargained. I don’

think that should be either He got thirtvy-five. The other one
got life. I found out igf& is not life in Tennessee, neither is
thirty-five. I've had four parole hearings, the fifth one is

coming up in September of 2003. My first parcle hearing, after
five years, for the same guy, his father said to me, why do you
want to keep my son in jail? He's been here five years. I1'11
tell you why. I want to keep him in there so he don't help murder
another innocent soul. And then I've gone to all these parole
hearings. Those are the hardest thing, are the parole hearings.
They are so hard. There never is no closure, but maybe you get a
little bit of feeling. I mean, you can relax a little and then
all of a sudden those parole hearings and you've got to get that
all going, and that's what hurts. That hurts so bad. It's
terrible. But I will work at it, we all work at it, every one of
us here. So let me pass on.

DAN LEVEY (President, Arizona Voice for Crime Victims): OK. My
name is Dan Levev. I'm from Phoenix here. I am president of
Arizona Voice fo: Cflmﬁ Victims, which is an organization that
Steve founded. 'm also on the national board of Parents of
Murdered Children, and I work at the Attorney General's office
here in Arizona as an advocate. My older brother, my only
brother, Howard Levey, was murdered here in Phoenix on November

] ‘w:t;

third, 1996. He went to play a game of basketball in the early
morning hours on a Sunday Wufﬁ@ug« He was a father of two young
children, married, master's degree, and went out to play a game of

pasketball and was Sxtilﬁg in his vehicle and was robbed and
killed by two gang members who didn't know him from Adam. Threw
him cut on the ground and left him there to die. And ever since
that happened, I've been fighting to honor my brother and fight
for change in our justice system and bring better laws and fight
for what we call ‘justice if there is such a thing.
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LORETTA WINN (Parents of Murdered Children, Phoenix Chapter): Hi.
My name is Loretta Winn and I am, too, from Phoenix, Arizona. I'm
a h@”“’ member of Parents of Murdered Children, the Phoenix

hapter. And my sixteen and a half year old son, Ryan, became

volved in a fistfight on July fourth, 1995, and he was murdered
hy another ‘Jjuvenile. The juvenile pulled out a gun Frc% the front
of his pants and fired three shots and ultimately ﬁ led my son.
And I, like Dan, have taken my grief and turned it ir t something
positive in memory of my son Ryan.

DEBRA CALDWELL (J.D. Caldwell Foundation): My name is Debra
Caldwell and two and a half weeks after my mother died I had two
ives come to my office to tell me that my son, eighteen vear
; J.D. Caldwell, had been found the previocus day laying on
e of the road. He'd been kidnapped, brutalized and shot
imes. And, like I said, this is my only child and this was
June twenty-first of 2001. So out of that, I formed a 501-C~
he J.D. Caldwell Foundation, in his memory, and our mission
ement is drug- and crime-free living for youth.

%’.’13
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IS5 SMITH (President, Citizens of Arizona to Prevent Gun Vioclencse
and Halt Gun Violence): My name is Otis Smith. I'm from Phoenix.
I'm the president of Citizens of Arizona to Prevent Gun Violence
and Halt Gun Violence. In June of 1999, my fourteen vyear old
daughter Shannon was talking on a portable phone in our backyard
in central Phoenix. Some jerk who shouldn't have had a gun got
one, discharged it, and the bullet came down and killed Shannon.
perspective is trying to prevent victims like us. Thirty
thousand §e@ﬁla every vear, ten times what we lost September 11lth,
are killed by gun vioclence. We intend to do something about it.

CYNTHIA RIOS: My name is Cynthia Rios and in May of 1980 my
mother was murdered by my stepfather after he previously stalked
and harassed our family for an entire year. She did have a
restraining order on him, which he told her wouldn't help her
which it obviously didn't. He murdered her in our home and
attempted murder of my grandfather at the same time who was
seventy~two years old. And we've been attending parole hearings
since 1987 and our next one is in 2005. 1In 1994, this convicted
murderer tried to sue myself and his own biclogical daughter for
Qlaﬁﬁe*;mg him at his parole hearing at taxpayers' expense.
1 I have. Thank vyou.

DIANA BROOKS: Hello. My name is Diana Broocks. I now live in
Scottsdale. My son Richard was in the Army in Ft. Riley, Kansas.
He was killed in 1985 by two of his fellow soldiers who killed him
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ith a crossbow and then hit him on the head and buried him and
weﬁt away. And in the military, until vou're missing for thirty
days you're AWOL and after that they consider you a deserter, so
then the Army made an all-effort search for my son. About that
same time the two gentlemen that killed my son were in Connecticut

and kind of bragging about eliminating one of their fellow
soldiers. One of their friends contacted the Connecticut
auvthorities who contacted the base and they were apprehended. It
was a court martial because it was military perscnnel on a
military base, and we were excluded from the hearings and
everything. We were assigned a Survivor Assistance Officer, but
we all know that that doesn’'t take the place. When I was in
California, I organized some parents of murdered children. I've
worked with Collene Campbell on various things, and found that to
be extremely rewarding to help others. And I'm here to support in
any way I can.

LINDA DONELSCN: Hi. My name is Linda Donelson and I'm from
Denver, Colorado, a board member for the FParents of Murdered
Children. I lost my daughter, Sherry Majors, in March of 1996.
She was brutally beaten and left in an alley in downtown Denver.
There was a good investigation and they were able to identify the
perpetrator. However, when he heard that they were looking for
him for guestioning, he fled. So later there was DNA evidence
that did produce a warrant, but at this time he is a fugitive and
ind that kind of hard to deal with, the fact that he’'s out
there running around and no one is actively looking for him. When
I c&iled the homicide unit in Denver vyesterday, they had to call
me back to even find the case. And they said, oh, we haven't
caught him yet. And both the detectives that were assigned to the
case are no longer there, so they are assuring me they are going
to possibly find a way Lo apprehend him. He was a repeat
offender. He had commiited murder once before. He was a stranger
to my daughter. She mistakenly thought he was OK and accepted a
ride from him, but that was the last time she was seen. She was
twenty~seven and she had three little boys which my husband and I
are now raising. Caleb was seven at the time of her death, and

Mitchell and Joel were five-year-old twins. And so that was six
years ago, so0 our family tries to go on but we would like to see
some Jjustice in this guy being brought to trial, especially since

his identity is known.

LES: HARVEY: Hi, I'm Charles Harvey. Caryvl and I are from
e, Colorado. We are contact people for PMC in northeast
ado, southwest Nebraska. Also, we're poard members of the
v Front Range Chapter. And our daughter is the head of the
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victim advocate program in Phillips County. Our son Chad was
murdered in 19%5. The murderer recelved sighteen vears on a

second degree conviction and he is up for parole in about two
nths, and we're actively trying to get that turned down.

KERT MELDRUM: Feri Meldrum. I’'m a contact perscon for the
state of Utah for Parents of Murdered Children. Our son,
Christopher Aaron Meldrum, was rooming with other fellows in Salt
Lake -- in Salt Lake County. On January eighth, from the
knowledge that we have, an eighteen year old, Richard Mott, had
been up all ﬁlghi on drugs. For the reason why he went in the
room where others were rooming with my son, I don’t know. But he
came in and had a twelve gauge shotgun. Newspaper articles say
that he wanted to play a prank. I don't believe that, and I'll
tell you the reason for that. But he fired at the ceiling, fired
at the mattress where our son was in bed asleep sick; he wasn't
bothering anybody. That one at the mattress woke our son up and
probably words were shed. I surely wouldn't want to be woken up.
The third shot was directed at his stomach and liver. He was
life-flighted to what they call LDS Hospital in Salt Lake, and
went into surgery and he died. It was too massive. When E got the
news was at two o'clock and that’s the horrible way to get news
that, you know, we didn't have a chance to be by our son side.
We didn’'t get to hold his hand. We didn't get to hug him. We
didn't ; even get to Say cur last goodbyes. Bub we are Trying so
hard in Utah ‘cause Utah has not had, for years, I'm saying
nothing, no chap“e$; no contact for other families. And so that!
what I'm trving teo do, to not let another family go through that
same grief alone because I was yeaching out for some kind of
resource. We have had no funding, no help, nc nothing.

C‘?

¥

wn

DEBBIE PARNHAM: My name 1s Debbie Parnham and I'm with an
organization called Life Sentence. That name was chosen bet
when our loved ones are murdered, the perpetrator g@*s a 1if
sentence but we obviously get the life sentence, but the
perpetrators get the prison sentence, which is totally, completely

unfair. My son Brent was sixteen years old when he was walking
down the street with two of his friends and a car pulled alongside
of them with a shotgun out the window. They fired that gun one
time and the shot went rzgﬁt Lo my son E?emt’“ face. He died

in
instantly. Paramedics revived him, transported him, and he
s"‘

survived for seven days at d Sam Hospital h@ze in the Phoenix
area. I basically do an ant ~-violence program because I want kids
to realize what their bad choices are and what happens when

someone shoots a gun out of a car, that it destroys a family. I
have a surviving daughter named Trinity who's just turned tw



one who is a drug addict and an alcoholic today, a d
of losing her brother at eleven years old an h
coping skills to deal with that. It destroys families
very well know. So I will die teaching kids to stop kill
Qa?@ﬁﬁ I don't want to see any other moms wearing my s
shoes and trying to make sense of this and trying
amé get out of bed every day and make a difference. We
iifference, and I believe that's what each of
om today. I feel honored to be here today. Thank ;oa

4

g0 much.

BOB PRESTON: Thank vou. Hi. I'm Bob Preston, former Floridian
and currently a proud resident of Denver, Colorado. I'm currently
serving as co-chairman of an organization dedicated to seeking
constitutional~~in the U.S. Constitution--constitutional
guarantees that will offer crime victims some belief that the
legisliation that has been passed will be followed. I have a lot
of suggestiocns which I'11 go into later, but essentially my
daughter, Wendy, was murdered in 1977 by a voung man entering our
home while my wife and I were out of the country, to rob the house
to buy drugs, and killed her while she was there. My personal
catalyst was 1t took six years to get him to frial, and then he
pleaded guilty. Under the sentencing guidelines in our American
Justice system in Florida at that time a life sentence means you
don't get out. But there was no parole, so he accepted a life
sentence, and we also found out at that time that biannual parcle
hearings means twice a year so for twéﬁtywtwe vears we went to
parcle hearings. The parole board always rejected his parcle.
However, in the thing that really galvanized me, in 1987 the
Florida Supreme Court ruled that all legislation must be
interpreted in accordance with constitutional rights, and there
ware no constitutional rights for crime victims so they vacated
the sentence. He was tried again, and sentenced to life but,
again, under the cld guidelines. So in 1990 another judge in
Broward County vacated his sentence on the grounds that
inadvertence of counsel; his lawyer didn’t explain to him
thoroughly that life means he doesn't get out. So at that time it
was very, very--this guy was a brilliant guy. He was a psychopath
and he had gotten his doctorate in criminal justi
r

slammer, written several tewtbooks for other pri rs

manipulate the system and he sued everybody in the state. And it

was imperative that we had a conviction or else the courts would

be tied up forever with this guy. So he did plead guilty again
time
1

and was se

ntenced to twenty-two and a half years, which was
served, and 1i

fetime parcle. &And I'm here, and thank vyou all
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RITA GOLDSMITH Hi. My name is Rita Goldsmith. I'm the natiocnal
spokesperson f@r the national organization of Parents of Murdered
Children. My daughter Tina was murdered on September eighteenth

of 1985. Her murder remains unsolved, so any of you who seventeen
vears later has an unsolved murder knows how feel. One of the

1 T
things I wanted to say very quickly was that I've been involved on
a national level with Parents of Murdered Children IV since 1987
but cone of the things that I strﬁﬁ§iy believe in is the
constitutional amendment for victims' rights. Even though I do
not have anyone in the system to apply the rights to, my hope is
that someday, 1f the case is solved, that there will be rights in

place for me, the mother.

VIVIAN WINTERS: Hi. I'm Vivian Winters. My daughter, Susan
Rancourt, was attending college at Central Washington. You always
think vou're not going to cry. In 1974, she was abducted by T@ﬂ
Bundy. 5he was a 4.0 student carrving twenty-one credits. Sh
worked part time at a nursing home, tutored a young man in German,
and every morning she worked out w;th the campus police. Wh she
came up missing, Al Pickles, who is the chief of police on ﬁaﬁgu p
the kids in her dorm reported her missing immediately and he
conducted a full campus search. He informed us the next morning
and we tried to get an all points bulletin out for a missing
persons. In 1974, it was seventy-two hours. There were so many
different law enforcement agencies involved, the campus police,
the city police, the state police, the county police, and a year
later when her remains were found, two other county sheriffs and
the King County Police, and none of them shared information.
Whatever information we did glean was from the media, which is
horrible. There was a lot of evidence to link him after we bought
a full page ad in the Beattle Times asking for information.
Several more families came forward and said their daughters were
missing too. And, of course, we had such comments from the news
media like, aren't you going to be embarrassed when she comes home
married? Or, you know she ran off with a boyfriend. Well, a kid
carrying twenty-one credits and 4.0 grade average and doing all
the other extracurricular things that she did on campus was not
going to run away. Bubt they told us that, oh, she probably
cracked under the stress. Not Sue. After they realized that so
many girls were missing from campuses throughout Washington, then
they started snooping around and they did have some evidence on
Mr. Bundy. But Mr. Bundy was an upright citizen. He works for
the Suicide Prevention, he was a upstanding law student and he
worked for the governor; he wouldn't do such a thing. But it
finally got too hot for him, so he went to Idaho, Utah and
Colorado and murdered more. He was finally arrested and he
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escaped from jail twice, and then he moved on to Florida where
there were more victims. And he was arrested there and finally
executed fifteen years later. At the eve of his execution, he
tried to get us to file a plea for his stay of execution on the
grounds that he had more information, and we wouldn't do it. He
needed to be dealt with. BSo we never did get much of the
information that he took with him. I think the thing that really
bothers me is plea bargaining. It seems a real crime to swap one
criminal for the other. I know we're all here for the same reason
and we all have our stories to tell, and it deoesn't end.

BECKIE MILLER: I'm Beckie Miller, chapter leader of Parents of
Murdered Children here in Phoenix. It's been fen and a half years
since my eighteen vear old son, Brian, was robbed and shot to
death by three gang members. And, unfortunately, because of plea
agreements the one that actually shot him that day only served
seven years. But what I recently found out after all the years of
fighting to keep him in for the full seven, and him being out for
three years now--and velt nobodyv ever once told me--was that the
reason when they found out he was the killer and he had accepted a
plea agreement for seven years, the reason that they could not
bring him to trial, withdraw from the plea agreement, was simply
because the way the plea agreement was worded. Any charges of
murder or anything else were going to be dismissed with prejudi
and not once did anyone say it was that simple so that I didn
waste all my energy fighting it.

IRENE PRESTON: My name is Irene Preston. I'm a board member on
the PO&C here in Phoenix. My son Robert was murdered December
eleventh, 1998 in Rochester, New York. He had been stabbed fifty-
even times by a ex-roommate. This person was a two-time felon.
e had the propensity to commit more violent crimes every time he
ot out. We probably are one of the more fortunate cases. OQur
ase was over with within eight months of the time Robbie was
murdered. In Rochester, this case was the first case that they'd
presented the DNA evidence and that's what kind of solidified this
or us because we weren't sure even going to court if this was the
guy or not. But we were kind of sure, but we weren't sure. But
the DNA evidence was guite clear and quite sure. So he's serving
twenty-five years to life, and I don't know why he can get out or
even go to parocle, but that's what the court says. He's eligible
for parcle 2022 or something like that. The judge alsc stated
that he was going to put Robbie's pictures, because the crime was
so heincus, in his files and also recommend that this person never
be out again. And I'm here toc help, to do whatever I can to help
thers get through. Like I said, we got through with it in eight
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moriths. No closure. It didn't bring Robbie back, but we did get
through the judicial system, which is kind of rare for eight
months.

: My name 1s Bob Pattison. I'm al member of
Murdered Children. Qur twenty-one year old son, Brian
Sﬂt% was murdered September the twelfth of *9“8 He was a
passenger in a vehicle and as they were passing another car on a
road, the driver pulled out his gun and fired at the vehicle Brian
was in seven times. Struck Brian in the chin, and the bullet
severed his spinal cord, and Brian died instantly. Philip Zizya
was subseguently captured three days later due to a silent
witness, and we went to trial. He was found guilty of negligent
homicide, which carries a presumptive of two and a half years,
aggravated assault because one of the bullets struck the driver in
the hand. That carries a presumpitive of eight years. And he was
also found guilty of possession of marijuana for sale. At the
time of sentencing for the first trial, there was some information
that came up about cone of the victims and the judge, Sherry Hutt,
decided that 1if the jury knew about this information they would
have found Philip not guilty and decided there should be a new
trial. Subsequently, that information was discharged and there
was never a&y charges brought against that particular witness. ¥We
appealed the judge's decision for a new trial to the appellate
court; they upheld the judge’s decision. We were ready to start
another trial in January of 2000. We had decided that we didn't
want to go through another trial and listen to everything that the
defense attorney was going to say about Brian and everything else
that happened, and we offered Philip a plea bargain, a plea
bargain was for two and a half years because that was the
presumptive, and we felt like that he wasn't going to get any more
than that. The plea bargain also included a term of five years of
probation for the aggravated assault. While Philip was out during
*h& time between the first and second trial, he tested positivs

or cocalne and when Judge McClendon heard ihi' he %aé d@@ide@
tha@ Philip should receive five years of e
Philip will be released probably in August
year.
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LOUISE PATTISON: My name is Loulse Pattison and I'm Brian's mom.
I serve on the board of POMC and often chair support meetings
which are very helpful to us survivors.

e

INEZ: Thank you. Thank vyou, everyone. What I think we'd like
to do at this point is I'd like for you all to take about a five
minute and then comes back.



: Good afternoon. I have a letter that I'd like to read to
you. It's dated 30 May 2002. It says, dear friends, thank you
for all the work you are doing to assist crime victims. In
Eeaching cut to other crime ?ﬁctiws across the country and sharing
your views about the criminal justice system, you are making a
substaﬁtial contribution to the cause of justice. Although I am
unable to join you on Saturday, 1 welcome you to Arizona for the
third victims' roundtable discussion. I strongly support the work
yvou are doing and share your dedication to the cause of securing
meaningful and enforceable rights for crime victims. Under the
leadership of President Bush, Attorney General Ashcroft and
Director John Gillis, this administration has reached out as never
before to listen to crime victims and to fight for thelr rights.

I am honored to join with all of you in this cause. To the
victims in attendance, let me say how sorry I am for what brings
you to the meeting today but let me also say how much I respect
and honor those of you here and your conviction that justice must
be restored to cur court system. No one can Truly know the depth
of your pain and loss, but you show courage in speaking out and in
sharing vour stories. Thank you for giving your time and support
to helping the administration and those of us in congress work for
a better justice system. As President Bush said in announcing his
support for the Feinstein~Kyl Crime Victims Rights Amendment,
quote, when our criminal justice system treats victims as
irrelevant bystanders, they are victimized for a second time,
closed gquote. He is absolutely right. Ensuring that crime
victims are treated with f&iZﬂ@SQ dignity and respect is
important, not only for the victims themselves but for their
families and the American people. Working together, we can
balance the scales of Jjustice and provide rights for crime
victims. And that's signed John Kyl, United States Sen
we have copies of thls letter up here if you'd like t

~»§

NEZ: And Jeannie Gregori's going to join us next. She has some

ﬁ usekeeping things to take care of.
GREGORI: If you did not get this booklet or were not included in
it, t%ig sign~in sheet that says 'booklet’ will be at the back

i
d

tabl So, please, sign your name with your phone number if you

want fo be included in this booklet. Did evervbody get a booklet
1

]

who has a booklet? Who wanted a booklet? QK. 2nd was ther
anybody who still wanted to submit information to be included in
this booklet because we're going to update it. Anvbody? Show of
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hands? OCK. But in case there's anybody else and you're being
shy, There's some extra forms here, the victim information form.
They'll also be on the back table. We'll pick these up at the end
of the day. We will update this and get this out to you again.
And if vyou haven't §LC ed up your expense forms, don't forget to
do that. And there’s two pages Lo your expense form. Every person
who's ciazmzﬁg expenses needs to fill one out. And the Senator
Kyl letter will be on the back table, so if you want a copy, that
will be back there. BAnd then just for your information what our
web site looked like, if you wanted to click onto your state about
those reports we were talking about, I'11l put this back there as
the display copy. And also, if you want more food, vyou have to go
outside and get it, otherwise they'll take it away. So feel free
to get up and help yourselves.

"‘f‘w M

nd
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INEZ: Thank you, Jeannie. OK, so what we're going to do basically
at this point is we open this up for discussion so that you can
share with the Office for Victims of Crime the things that vyou
feel vou want to see changed, that need to be addressed, that
you'd like to have heard, understood, what have you. When I spoke
with Rita on the phone, she had a marvelous idea. I thought that
was a very, very interesting important kind of idea and I'd like
to kick it off with Rita. But before I do that, we want Lo
establish a schedul omorrow. We'll be doing one-~on-one
interviews. The Of r Victims of Crime has decided that
they'd like to crea additional videos and training material
for people that would be like a primer, something to take them
through what they need to know in terms of the criminal justice
system, and who better than those like vyourselves who can share
experiences, advice, strategles, that kind of thing.
So, Rita, I'd like vou to kick it off.

GOLDSMITH: Well, one of the things I said when I spcke to Inez on
the phone was over the years whether you're going to a confersance
and you go into a workshop or you do other things with new
survivors or with survivors of crime wvictims, I've found that
oftentimes we gear programs to really good speakers, really out
there, really intelligent, really sharp, and you get people in a
workshop and you lock around and they're lost. They have no idea.
You know, they want to know about the criminal justice system,
they want to know how much their loved one suffered, or they want
to hear someone’s story, but the presenter is s¢ professional and
so high profile that they get lost in the language. They don'
have that one-on-one kind of interaction. And so what I said to
Inez was, you know, some kind of way, 1f we could develop a system
where you could actually have someone that could mentor new
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people, not just through support but actually help them, mavbe at
a different level, understand what the presentation means. And
that simply takes a lot of work. And when I was thinking about

that, Inez, I want vyou to know that one of the things that came
up, and I wanted to bring it up and ask the question to Mr.
Gillis, was there are many, many survivors of homicide victims out
there who do not know about the Office of Victims of Crime, they
do not know about Victim Witness, they don’'t know about
compensation, they're never told. You have to remember, until
someone 1s caught, usually or at least most of the cases I've
dealt with across the country, Victim Witness doesn't get in touch
with them because there's not a perpetrator yet. But how do you
find out about the Office of Victims of Crime and all the \
wonderful programs that are out there for someone who can't afford
to bury their child or who needs support from a Victim Witness
Assistance or from OVC? How do they find out 1f they don't go to
a support group? Oh, and let me say this. I didn't say this
%%fé?é but for all of you who are familiar with Sedona, Arizona, I

live in Sedona and have for the last twelve vyears, so it's a
wonderful place to live.

GILLIS: One of the things that vou can do is contact our office.
You're talking about for mentors and for someone to explain To vou
about what you're seeing at a workshop.

GOLDSMITH: Right, in other words, John, when people go to, you
know, they go to NOVA or they go to Parents of Murdered Children
or they go to any of the other things out there, even in a, vou
know, a court system, so often they're lost in the language,
they're lost in the inexperience, and if there's someone there to
help them understand what is being said and what 1s going on.

GILLIS: I don't know 1if we will have the resources to have
someone avalilable at each of those workshops, but the one thing
that we are doing at OVC is we have some brochures, other
literature, we're in the process of, or we will be very soon,
putting together some videos to explain to people about what it is
they're seeing. 5S¢0 we're working on those things, but to have
someone available at the workshops might be a little difficult for
us. But it's not something that I would completely rule out.
11 take a look and see whether or not there 1s something else
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we can do that would be helpful in that situation.

DSMITH: OK. And what about how people find out about the
ice of Victims of Crime? I mean, how do they find out if they
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GILLI They really need to go through their state.

GOLDSMITH: That's my question, John. It's not happening. There
are many people out there that didn't know there was compensation,
didn't know about the Office of Victims Crime, they didn't hear
about it. So is there anything you can do or the system can do to
make the public more awar

GILLIS: Well, that's precisely what we're doing now in doing
these workshops, i1s getting out and talking to people in the
community, talking to crime victims. We're aett:&g the
information out to them that way. You'll also notice and I don't
know 1f this has happened in your state or ﬁ&? but we're seeing a
lot of the states, now that they know that we're out doing the
roundtables, they're making that information available to victim
organizations where in the past they had not done that. They're
beginning to realize that the information that they had--I won't
say kept a secret--they just didn't make it @ubl*c! that thev now
must put that information out. So I think the roundtables are
helping in that situation. We'll be looking at other ways of
getting that information out to the public, so does that help?

BIEHN: I just have a suggestion. How abouf having Office of
Victims of Crimes in the govermment pages in the telephone book?
Put it in the telephone book so people can...

GILLIS: I'm sorry. I missed...

BIEHN: Office of Victims of Crime, have it published in the
telephone books in all the states and cities? And then underneath
there have all the various entities available to victims listed
with the phone numbers for contact. Just a suggestion.

GILLIS: That is something that we can do. We're looking at
various ways of getting information out to the public including
publishing in the phone book, on the Internet. We may even end up
doing some public service announcements. 5o we're looking at
anything we can do to get the information out to crime victims,
especiall y going through the grassroots organizations. And we
have the list served, we've got a lot of different things, but if
vou have S&ggesiisas on how we can better accomplish that, then
this is what this forum is for.

B. PATTISON: Bob Pattison again. In our particular case, when we
were in court the first time with the judge, there were several
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that T don't think were appropriate. Th
ations in the case that were not supposed t
bzsaghi up, yet the defense attorney did it.
ri at all. And I feel as though that may
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i essened the chargess g§7ﬁ5t the
éeféﬁéaﬁ* from second degree murder to negligent homicide because
it fluenced the Jjurors. I would think that if a prosecutor has
o use evgﬁence and has to, I guess, you'd say stick to the letter
of the law, that I would certainly believe that a defense attorney
should have to do the same thing and not spin a yarn about how
wonderful a person 1is or what a wonderful family person this is
and so forth and sc on. They can pretty much say whatever thesy
want because they don't have to prove anything, and I found that
very disheartening, that the defense attorney was allowed to
pretty much say, do whatever he wanted. If he didn't like what
the prosecutor had said or done, he got up and said, oh, I want a
mistrial, this isn't fair. But vou know what that does? It gives
them an opportunity to regroup and figure out another way to try
to get the defendant off. That's pretty much a comment but I
guess toe say, unfortunately, there isn’'t too much you, as far as I
can see, can do about it because the defense attorney can pretty
much do whatever he wants. And I don't find that as, excuse me,
being fair because I don't think the system is completely fair. A
couple of other things about the judge. I would certainly think
that somebody ought to be held accountable. You know, the defense
attorney, like I said, that he can pretty much spin a yarn, say
w%a?evez he wants, and the prosecution can't do that, you know,

thev have to stick to the truth and present evidence, and the
defense attorney doesn’'t have to do that. Some other things that
happened too is judge fell asleep during our trial. We saw her
nod off two or three times. There was a couple of times she came
into the courtroom and said, so wnat're we going to do today? And
that just kind of shows you how maybe some judges act or do and,
you know, we're talking about the murder of someone and that
doesn’'t set very well obviously.

oy r“l

GILLIS: Let me sav to you that unless it's a federal fTrial that
yvou're talking about, there's not much that we can do at this
level. 1It's not something that we can control by federal
legislation, I don't think. nd I'd have to defer to some of the
attorneys who are in the room and, I don't know, maybe Steve knows
something about that or some of the other attorneys. But it's not
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something that federal legislation will take care of. I

something that has to be done at your state level.
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pet peeve right now is the victims' compensation
are being Jjudged. You have some cases That are
tain percentages. My feeling is the victim's
family are being penalized for whatever the deceased did. And I
don't think that's fair. You know, they're being victimized twice
or three times, and whoever’'s up there judging, I mean, who are we
to Jjudge? You know, these folks need help. You know, they have
nowhere to go. Thezr child, loved one, has been killed and when
they try to go get help, they're being told they can't get help
because of the victim’s lifestyle or whatever. And that has no
bearing on the family because the family has that expense. So
there needs to be something different than the way they're judging
the compensations.

GILLIS: I've heard a couple of horror stories todayv, earlier thi
or g. And there i1s some disparate treatment among the states
and that probably is something--well, 1I'11 say more than probably.

something that we will take a look at to see whether or not
we can have some kind of even treatment among the states on how
they deal with victims. And I recall about two months ago, we had
a letter from a lady from a state that I will not name, bul they
refused to give her compensation. She was raped and severely
beaten and because she didn't meet the time limit of seventy-two
hours in filing the report, they didn't want to compensate. We
got that straightened out and she is going to get compensated, but
it's KO@@EQEQ@ that we have to start talking with all the states
to find out what they have in place at this time and how we can do
gsomething to make it a little more even across the board.

UNIDENTIFIED: By the way, I did not personally have a bad
experience. We got {(unintelligible} for our son and we also had
other insurance., We own a funeral home, so it wasn’'t really
difficult for us. But this couple right here, they were denied,
you know, and we've got the same type of cases. And so I'm not
speaking as a personal person that did not get compensated. We
iid, we got a hundred percent without a problem. And, vyes, our
e was high profile, but there again, it shouldn't be any

BECKIE MILLER: Beckie Miller. 1I'd like to see something done
about restitution. I know here in Ar nd especially for
homicide victims--1'm not g@iﬁg to the same with every
other state--it's almost a “ocke. Y o ors will even tell
you that when you go in. So elther do away with it or do it.
Don't make us have to go after them. If restitution is ordered,
it shouldn't be up to us, the victims.



GILLIS: We do have a pilot program going on restitution. You
want to talk about that one, Jeannie? The one in northern
California?

GREGORI: In the federal system, there's the Mandatory Victim
Restitution Act where in certain cases restitution is mandatory so
£ has to be included in part of the judgment. And so in the
northern district of California what they did, they were finding
that, of course, vou know, the perps, defendants, weren't paving
the restitution order. And so they hired asset investigators to
go loo n down these defendants once they got out of jail

k a k
or if they didn't go to jail to see if they had assets to seize
that and then turn it into restitution money. And so it was
actually a very successful program and they got about twenty-nine
million dollars. We seed funded it for three years. A&And so I
know in the federal system, other districts are looking to do that
because it looks like, vyou know, the money has to be actively
investigated to get it from the defendant to be paid to the
victims. And in the state system, different states have different
laws to set up for a system.

WINTERS: 1 promise not to cry this time. Vivian Winters. When
Sue was murdered, there was no victim advocate or compensation of
any kind. And I think we've come a long way in that. My
suggestion is the organizations, Family and Friends Victims of
Violent Crimes, POMC, NOVA, so many of them, I think on a local
level, educating your local police force and pushing for victim
advocates in their office. I have a stepson that is a police
commander in a medium-sized town. And he'’s very active in Family
and Friends of Violent Crimes and he's very aware and has made his
department aware of victims' rights. And I think starting on a
local level, educating your own police force in your own town, I
think that goes a long way in helping.

UNIDENTIFIED: John, one of the things that I think is a problem
and I'd like to know 1if it's possible for you to address it, is
that a lot of times we have wonderful ideas and suggestions about,
you know, helping to train policemen, helping to make them more
sensitive, etcetera, but there's not a lot of money for people to
take off of work or people to get a babysitter to go in and speak
to a police department or speak to an asscciation of funeral home
directcors. And because the money’s not there, and when
organizations like ourself, like Parents of Murdered Children, we
raise money from the surviveors of the victims to turn services
back to those survivors of victims, and if there was assistance
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from OVC on some 1
where we could actua
financial assistance
thought through and s
would enable people to re
service to OVC and Lo sur:
there's no place for it t

é 1, some method that :Q&éé be put into place
v implement doing things but need the

in some cases to do it, 1f that could be

n ess could come about that
ally go out there and be of benefit and
ivors, b&t they need financial help and

GILLIS: 1I'm going to let Jeannie talk about financial assistance.

GREGORI: TTAC? At OVC, we have what's called TTAC, which is ocur
Training and Technical Assistance Center. In that, you can sign
up to either, one, be a consultant, or be a speaker. And then if
there is a training need out in the field for a speaker o

workshop or an event, then they will actually pay for you as a
speaker and a consultant of TTAC fto go to this event to provide
the training or to provide the, vou know, the speaking. And so
they'll pay for your travel expenses and for your time there and
for your §rep time. So that would probably be the best way to get
speakers. And for other, like, direct expenses, I'11 let the cat
out of the bag. We are setting up a scholarship program but it
probably won't be up and running, it looks like Iiscal year 703,
So people who can't afford to go to conferences could apply to OVC
to go places. Other kind of direct expenses, we have problems,
you know, 'cause we're bound by what we can do by law. Did you
want to add to that?

UNIDENTIFIED: I know about not fitting into categories in your
fumdlng aﬁd your grants, so will you be implementing, hopefully,
new procedures where you could apply for money to make these
people available on a local level to survivors?

GILLIS: I think what geg‘r@ asking or the guestion should be will
we pay for them? We won't prov d the money for you Lo make thenm
available, but if there's a situation where training and technical
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assistance is needsd, then we wlli, if they're on our list--and
we'll be happy to put them on the list if they have the expertise
and the training t%gt’s needed--we'll put them on our 1ist and
then when the need arises, we will pay for that. But at this
point, we're not providing a cadre of individuals at a particular
organization that will kind of freelance, 1f that's what you're
talking about. The answer to that would be no, but it's not

something that we won't...

1

UNIDENTIFIED: ...the services, the money to provide the services
down to the victim, down to the survivors who, vou know, cannot go
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o a support meeting and aren't available, that you would make
services available to them through OVC through grants that, you
know, I'm talking about gualified, trained people bul on a very
local level as opposed to going and being trained and then going
to a workshop and presenting at a workshop. There are lots of
people that go out and speak in public and a lot of organizations
have all these volunteers, but it takes money. And we're always
raising money for it, and I was wondering if there would be some
type of grant to fund people getting to the grassroot, getting
the individuals who need the support.

GILLIS: Give me a propo Saéf write up a proposal and send it to me
and we'll have some discussions. OK.

PRESTON: I'm Bob Preston. I'd like to expand just a bit on
police involvement as victim advocates. My personal experience
has been that it's counterproductive. That the police are there
to investigate and resolve the crime., The ones that I've known
who have gotten involved as advocates with the victims eventually
changed their attitude as far as police work and burned themselves
out of policing. I think that assets in Colorado, particularly,
are being misdirected. We have a lot of training for law
enforcement people. I think the only training a policeman needs
is one of the TV stations, Channel Seven, paid for printing up
cards and when the police give the accused his Miranda rights, he
gives the victim a card listing all the agencies that he can call
for help. &And his job's done; he's followed the law. I think
that's the training that police should have, is to inform the
victim., I mean, the first basis of the constitutional amendment
is informed present and hurt. So the police should let the victim
know that in order to get iﬁ§$fm$§ they should call the police
advocate. And most of the police agencies in Colorado now--I know
all of them in Florida--do have advocates within the police
department and they're training more. I'd like to see the money
spent training advocates, not police.

ke

GILLIS: I think that goes back te the basic t?aiﬁ*ﬁg of the
police officers, and they do need some basic training in how to
deal with crime victims, how to talk with crime victims. They
need to know how to treat them when they first arrive on the
scene. But then the seccond phass is as you just mentioned. Once
they've done that initial contact and they do what they can to
make the victim feel at ease and relieved, then they ought to go
to that second phase which is calling in a victim advocate. $herﬁ
are some police departments who have--and I'm thinking of Hous
I believe it is. Is it Houston? Yeah, that they have a victim



advocate program where once the of f cera get to the scenes, the
victim advocate is available to be ed and, in many instances,
will kind of roll up to the scene and walt for the officers to
bring them in. But this is the kind of thing that many p@i$ce
departments are looking at and it's that second tier that you're
talking about, which is very important for the victims because
having been ?olice officer--1I was one for twenty-six years in
Los Ange me§w~and there have been many times when you go to the
scene and you think you have things under control. You talk to
the victims and you get in your car and drive merrily off on vyour
way, leaving complete chaos behind you. So many cofficers need
that kind of training to know that it’'s not just done when vyou
settle the legal or criminal portion of it, that that victim is
left there and they need somecne to talk to, they need somecne to
help them get through the crisis that they’re in. So, hopefully,
more police departments will start paving attention to that and,
hopefully, we'll get something done in that area. But we've done
some films. We did one in California, teaching law enforcement
how to work with crime victims. We will do something at the
national level. Inez produced that video, by the way, for
California, and Collene Campbell was on the POST Commission, and
they were responsible for getting it funded and moving it forward.
But we're going to do something like that at the national level.

QJ

¢ Hi. My name's Debbie Parnham and a couple issues.

Reckie touched one of them that I think is really important, that
should we have to ask for the compensation or the restitution?
I think that's really a good point. Another thing that I'm really
big in is, I think that we need handouts and there must be sone
funding for organizations to hand cut boocks. I know when my son
was murdered, 1 received a book in the maill from actually one of
my cousins and it was called "Good Grief."™ I had no idea what was
going to come upon me and I think Arizona now has a little
pamphlet, but back when my son was murdered nine years ago, there
wasn't anything available to me. I'd like to see more
information, handwritten, put in the victims'’ hands sco that they
know what they're going to come up against as far as not just the
Judicial system but life. I mean, how is this going to affect my
family? What can I do for my surviving children? I was a total
complete loss with how I was going to handle my daughter’'s grief.
And like in POMC there's a saying that children are the forgotten

rievers and théze‘s no doubt about that. And then that brings me
to my second point. When this happened to wy son, I was told that
there was some Jlﬁt€m compensation out there for me and they did
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help with the funeral expenses and I was et QX?GEWj ateful for
that. I was also told that I would be allowed for some counseling
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for my family. I don't like that time limit on there because vyou
don't know when you're going to have to have that counseling. And
we were coming up on the deadline and people were reminding me and
it's like I don't want to deal with this right now. Why does
there have to be a timeframe on here? And then the second thing
is, when I got ready to have that, I was still within the
timeframe and I went to my first appointment and I turned in the
paperwork and I was notified there was no more funds left. So I
ended up payving for my first counseling session for my daughter
and I out of my own pocket. I think victims need to be
compensated for that. Yeah, I can understand scomefimes that we
run out of money, but that was really tough for me to Qﬁ&@fSaaﬁﬁe
What do you mean you ran out of money? You know, you promised
that you'd get my kid some help and get myself some help. I've
been on both sides of the fence with my daughter. I would like to
see some more agencies be funded to help troubled kids., And I
work with troubled kids and I could not save my own daughter. She
was actually locked up one time in a psychiatric hospital for
trying to kill someone. HNow, as a mom of a murdered kid, how can
I now attend a trial and my daughter’s now the one that's killed
someone. We need to get some funding to help the kids of the
survivors that have lost their sibling because they cannot cope
with this horrendous mess that they've been stuck in. And so I'd
like to see some more funding come from vour organization to
benefit kids that have been in that situation and now they're
acting out because they don't know guite how to handle life.

Thank you.

GILLIS: Which state are you from? (unintelligible reply) OK.

¥ & *
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MELDRUM: My name is Keri Meldrum from Utah. I know from o
experience, we were totally in the dark. We're still totall
the dark. And I'm still trying to help people who do call me
from our son's case, 1 feel--or, I should say, our family feels
that someone should take responsibility because when they had
bocked the guy, they did not read his Miranda rights. And so that
gave the kid a lesser sentence. That was the only thing that they
could do. I do feel proud that the judge who did was really good
because we had a phone call saving that the judge wanted to be
totally prepared going into this. He called us and did the verbal
kind of, if you want to say, impact. They recorded that, as well
as the written impact statement. So I was really pleased on that
part. The kid got the max for manslaughter in Utah. That was
fifteen years and then the judge gave him two consecutive vears,
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one for gun enhancement, and one for an assault upon a person by
going into the home and doing what he did. But I agree with
Debbie, next to me, that victims need-~because I still feel like a
victim. I am also a survivor, but I didn't have any literature.

I had nothing. And at the time, Utah didn't have anything. And I
was reaching out and I didn't know what in the heck I was doing.
The other is with my daughter, she didn't know how to go through
the grief and I'm just sharing feeling. Her grief starited I think
it was in 98 but it did land her in the hospital for three days
which was on a psychiatric unit. She had her own persoconal t“dama
that she was dealing with that was also in the same year, '97, as
well as her brother's loss. And so she was diagnosed with having
pest traumatic stress syndrome. We've had to pay for practically
everything that we've been doing. And {(crying) I didn't think I
was going to do this. I mentioned to John and I think I gotta go
back home and check with the state of Utah and see what help we
can get for my daughter. And so then I give honor to you guys for
inviting us to come even though financially we don't have... So
it has been an honor to be here. Like I said, financially it's
been hard, it's been five vears and we're still struggling
financially, so that's what I wanted to share, is, yes, survivors
need literature, anything, because I need to do that for other
survivors who call me. And all this has been coming out of my own
pocket. Even when we've done, which is a part of the Parents of
Murdered Children, doing the vyearly candlelight vigil, again, that
all came out of my own pocket. And so that's really hard, and I'm
glad that there was other survivors who said let me help you with
these candlelight vigils. And so, yes, survivors need help out
there.

CARYL HARVEY: odness, I came with so many issues, so many
things I wanted to address. But I think the one that is most
urgent to me is having to do with truth in sentencing. My name is
Caryl Harvey from Holyoke, Colorado. And Charlie and I are going
to be facing, late this summer, our first parole hearing. Last
month we got a letter saying that the perpetrator was being
referred for community corrections. And this really floored us
because we didn't even know anything about that. And so right now
the first community corrections referral has been denied and there
are two more in this cycle., But in Colorado, there is a no truth
in sentencing program so that the minute a perpetrator goes to the
Department of Corrections to decide which facility to be put into
and which programs they need to take, their first parole hearin
date is set at fifty percent of their sentence arbitrarily. After
that, when they go to the facility, 1f they attend the classes
that have been recommended for them by the state of Colorado, they
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will get three days a month off their sentence for attending these
classes. After that, if they sign up for other classes, whether
or not they get intc them, 1f the classes are full or for some
other reason they can't get into them, 1f there's a legitimate
reason why they can't get in and their name is on the list to get
into the classes, they get another three davs a month off their
sentences. If they will work, have a -ob in the pri community,

r
there is two more days that theyv can earn a month off their
sentence. And if they maintain a cooperative demeanor in prison,
if they brush their teeth and use deodorant to make themselves
@@@aiiwg to the other men, inmates, 1if they clean their cells,
they get another two days a month off their sentence. So it is
feagiaie that from the already halved sentence, ancther third
might be possibly taken off. In the mid-1990s, the federal
government, I think, Mr. Gil , had a truth in sentencing
legislation and they offered iﬁceﬂtives to the states to come up
with truth in sentencing pro . At that point, Colorado
declined. Colorado was one think, maybe only six states
that did decline. I think, = now I think there are maybe all
but ten are in compliance with 1 guidelines, which is like
eighty~five percent of the sentence Sezved. But Colorado doesn't
see fit to do that. And I wonder if it isn't possible for the
federal government to come up with a model for what truth in
sentencing might look like. I can come up with a model for what
truth in sentencing might look like for violent offenders. And I
wonder 1f the federal government might not be able to come up with
a model to present to states with some incentives for what truth
in sentencing might look like for violent criminals, offering
perhaps, you know, partial in-home incarceration for non-violent
offenders depending on the severity of their sentencing, what
might look like the old WPA program, or the Works Progress
Program. I mean, maybe I'm talking chain gangs but basically what
I'm saying is that there should be a way where we can put non-
viclent offenders as part of their sentencing, put them to work
benefiting our communities and our states and save the room in the
priscns for the violent offenders. And then we can keep them in
prison longer. We can comply with the intent of the judge. When
that judge sentences that person to eighteen or twenty or fifty
years, that is exactly what that man intends that that perpetrator
serve. And so that's what I would like to see and that's what I'm
asking you, is if there is some way the government can provide a
model @i what a truth in sentencing program might look like to a
state and then offer some incentives and mavbe even some sanctions
for states that did not come into compliance. And then also, as a
second part of that question, if, Mr. Gillis, you can give us some
input cn--Charlie and I are going to be going after our parocle
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hearing, because we've been told by some people that's going to be
pretty emotionally devastating for us and emotionally draining,
but after that's over this fall we intend to go to our legislatur
and begin the process of trying to get truth in sentencing in
Colorado. And I would like some ideas on how we can approach
that.

¢]

GILLIS: I can appreciate what you've just said and I think you're
taking the right approach in going to your legislature. You asked
whether or not there are any suggestions that I can give you. I
can tell you that there are several pecple sitting around the
taple~-but I'm not in the position to do that--but several people
around the table who will have lots of suggestions for you on how
to get that done. Probably the lady sitting right down from me
here, Collene Campbell, and I'm sure Steve Twist can give you some
suggestions but I'm not in the position to do that. So I would
suggest that you have a conversation with them. But I think
yvou're going in the right direction by talking with your
legislature. Now as far as a model from the federal government,
I'm not quite sure that they would do that. They're going to
leave it up to the states.

LINDA DONELSON: OK. Yes, I'm Linda Donelson and I'm from Denver,
Colorade or actually one of their suburbs, Aurora. One thing I
would like to see is some procedures for notification when there's
a homicide. I came home from work on a Monday morning, picked up
my grandson or, a Monday afternoon, and picked up my grandson from
daycare, come to the house and found a note on the door. Now the
note suggested that I call the police and it gave me a number and
it did say regarding my daughter. And s¢ I thought mavbe she had
done scomething and the police had picked her up and maybe she
needed someone to come down to the police station and pick her up.
But, in fact, when I called the number that the police had given
me, I actually got the morgue. And then it was hours before I had
any real information. Although when you make a phone call and you
get the morgue, you know what vour mind tells you. And, of
course, my grandson is saying, ‘Grandma, what's the note say?
What's the note say?' And I'm sure they were out there in the
afternoon but, you know, a weekday in the afternoon, if somebody's
not home don't you presume that they're probably at work and you
would come back in the evening hours? I finally did on probably

my fifth call to the morgue, the county coroner, I did get him to

tell me that Sherry's body was there. And then he called the

police detectives and there was a victim advocate that came out,
&5

but that was hours later. So I would just like to s



kinder way of notification there. Those first few hours were pure
hell. And another thing that I'm concerned with is this time
limit for benefits for vour family because, you know, there’'s no
time limit on grief. And like with my son, he was upset when his
sister was murdered and I know it bothered him immensely but he
didn't think he needed counseling and he didn't want any help and
then three years later we had the big Columbine massacre and that
just triggered something in my son. Maybe it was because him and
my daughter were just a year apart in school and they were very
close during high school and it happened really close in the same
area where they had shared an apartment after they'd graduated.
And he Jjust became devastated with that and became sick and, like
I say, 1t was three years later and I think we need to have
something in place for this post traumatic syndrome that does hit
people years later. And the only other guestion I would have was
how can the Department of Justice help me help the authorities to
look for and apprehend the perpetrator who killed our daughter?

GILLIS: 0K, I'11 start with your last guestion first and that's
how can the Justice Department help yvou with finding the murderer
of your daughter. (pause for audio adjustment) But back to the
guestion about what can the Justice Department do toc help find the
perpetrator, again, that's going to be up to your local law
enforcement and there’s not a lot that we can do unless it was a
federal offense or some reason for the federal government to
intercede. And I don't know the circumstances so I can't say if
there's a reason for the Justice Department to become involved.

My guess 1s that there is not, otherwise it would have happened
vefore, You mentioned notification, death notification. We have
a film, as a matter of fact, it's another film that Inez produced
when we were in California and Collene Campbell was a part of
that., It was a film on notification to victims including a lot of
other things. If your local agency does not have that, if you
will contact us and we'll see 1f we can get a copy of that to
them., It might be something that we will redo on the federal
level and make it somewhat generic so that 1t is appropriate for
any law enforcement agency. Then you mentioned a time limit on
penefits for survivors. That's your state VOCA, CK, they

s
those rules. We do like to look at them, we like to pay attention
to those, and 1f it's something that's unyeasonable if you contact

ut it. But generally those things
are left up to the states. ive them the money. They set up
their guidelines on how they're going to administer the funds, and
sometimes they are a little arbitrary and when that happens, we do
intercede.

5 T
us, we'll ses what we can do ab
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RIOS: My name is Cynthia Rios and a common theme that I've heard
Iy ut the morning or afterncon is in providing resocurces to
o ncies like the county district attorney's office and
hings so that t%@y can mavbe attend some of the parole hearings
and things that victims are constantly having to deal with on
their own as well as victim counseling, not just in grief
counseling but in going on. I had stated earlier, my mother was
murdered by my stepfather, and I had three siblings that I ended
up having to go and get guardianship over. So, you know, I had to
go get an attorney and try and get legal guardianship of them
because they were all minors and I was nineteen. So I don't Tﬁfhx
a nineteen-vear-oldis very aware of a lot of things. So, lu i
we were able to survive, bubt, you know, going and getting s
security for them and just all of that stuff that you don’'t even
know where to start. 1I'd like to see an initial contact from a
victim services rep to--how do you get started with some of the
day-to-day things to function. Then when the hearings and all
start, maybe another contact, a second contact, and how you, as a
victim, have rights and what those rights are, that vou can attend
parole hearings. Even support to show you how to write a petition
letter or a letter of, vou know, to send Lo the parcle board,
things like that. One of my other issues I had was with the
District Attorney’'s coffice in that this man had stalked us for a
vear yet he was able To plea bazg&za to second degree murder and
my mother had a restraining order on him. I didn't know enough
about the justice system nor do I even still know, could I have
really made a difference in that plea bargain? I don't know that
the District Attorney’s office contacts victims to find out, you
know, are vyou willing to take this chance of going to court for a
first degree murder? Or, you know, are you OK with let's get him
in there, you know. That was scomething that was hard for us to
deal with. And the last thing I had was from his prison cell,
again I menticoned, he had tried suing us at taxpayers' expense
and, vou know, it's never over £ vaxa You know, they're ?ocked
up in prison and they're still harassing you by filing thes
fr€v&iaus lawsuits so, you know, 1'd like *@ see some of Lhe;f
rights streamlined and some of the victims' rights, yvou know...
Sc thank you.
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GILLIS: She had several questions and some other questions that
came from some of you I've indicated are states' rights issues.
But one of the things that will come from this forum or from this
roundtable is that we will put together some training material for
the state VOCA pecople, also for District Attorneys, for
prosecutors, for law enforcement, so your comments are not lost.
Even though I may say to you that this is something that's a state
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training material for them because the main focu
roundtable and the others that we're doing is to get the
nformation to find out what's going on out here and the
nformation that never gets back to the people who need to know

S0 that's...

issue, we will get those to the states and it's going to be some
s of i
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REGORI: Some pressure from the federal level (unintelligible).

LLIS: O, and we will do all the pressure we can. Just one
ther comment regarding Cynthia's case. I was on the Board of
rigson Terms in California at the time that her %@&riag came up.
I'm thoroughly familiar with the case and that's ch I happen
know her and that's where I first met her many yea ago.
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for coming out here and taking the time and trouble to do this. 1
know it's outreach. I didn't know about OVC until toda And I
think you touched on a little bit that you do have 1nze&actisﬁ
with the local agencies and so on. For instance, in Maricopa
County, there's a division of the County Attorney's office that
has about twenty or thirty folks in it for victims' assistance.
And I had some interaction and I'm sure that any of the people
whose crime was committed in Maricopa County likely did. But I
would hope that perhaps you could distribute literature to the
County Attornev's office. I mean, that's where most of the crimes
are prosecuted, and those that aren’t there are, of course, by Lhe
U.s. %Et@zney‘s cffice and the same thing. I had no idea that
there were resources that would take care of things such as
funeral exp%ages and what the criteria to determine if one is
eligible for that, and I'm sure that there are other Tthings that
people might take advantage of if they only knew about it. And
the other thing is, is just with respect to my situation. When I
go home, I'm going to be debriefed by my wife and it might be
helpful if there's something written that you had at a session
like this, it might be helpful to people like me who have limited
memories and even worse note taking skills because she's g@zag to
want tTo know what I did and I'11 do the best I can.

M

SMITH: First of all, Director Gillis, thank vou and vo

GILLIS: We will see if we can provide some material for the next
one. Of course, traveling across country with heavy bags and

se you know, is a little ﬁifficagt, but we'll see what we
can do. It's well taken., Grea
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INEZ: Smith. Otis Smith. Not only do we transcribe
wWe

all
so we have everything verbatim, but we also t
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CALDWELL: My name is Debra Caldwell. Victims' rights have a long
way to go, but fortunately for a lot of you here, vou know, you've
come a long way. A&nd, like 1 said, my son was murdered just June
twenty~first of last vear. And I was told about Parents of
Murdered Children immediately by a cousin and I was able to go and
learn about how to daai with the detectives and how to deal, you
know, with a lot of things. You know, fortunately you had done a
lot of this work and I was a recipient of the work that you've
done, you know. They picked up two murderers on January
fourteenth for my son and, vou know, that's when the Arizona Voice
for Crime Victims that Steve Twist founded, vou know -~ Again, I'm
able to be a recipient of a lot of work and effort that vou all
have put in and I just want to mention that I'm very grateful for
that. So I just, you know, again, I'm just really grateful for
the work that a lot of vou have done. (applause)

j
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WINN: My name is Loretta Winn and thank you, John, for being

here. BAnd I feel, too, an honor for being here and thank vou,
Steve, for this invitation. A couple of things. First of all,
I'a 1 ke to say that most of my support and a lot of the things

7

i
that I was able to be a recipient from, I owe to Parents of
Murdered Children. And I think it's a shame that they don't get
the funding that they deserve, that they do have to do so much to
get the little bit of funding that they do get. Second, in my
case I feel grateful that the boy that murdered my son, due to a
plea, he was given an eighteen year sentence with no early
release, no parole. We thought we found justice. However, just a
year ago, a little over a year ago, we received a letter from the
Clemency Board stating that it would be this perpetrator’s right
t0o be heard and listened to in front of this Clemency Board to
reduce his sentence. That told me every two yvears my wound would
have to be reopened, my wound that I started to heal. Likes Mr.
Goldman said when he was here, we're n the victims but our
families are. I, too, have a son, my only child, Kyle, who toock
to drugs and crime. After my son was mur ed, I elﬁ»d advocate
that mﬁw juvenile crime bill here in the f Arizona to say
if you're a juvenile and you're fourteen year r older and you
commit murder, rape or aggravated assault, you're going to be

O
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tried as an adult. My son, Kyle, at the age of fifteen and a half
committed an aggravated assault charge. He was tried and charged
as an adult and he spent six and a half months in the big boys’
Jail with the big boys. I was mortified. I was humiliated. But
like the boy that murdered my son, my own son Kyle needed to pay
the price. He needed to be held accountable. I didn't ask for
the death sentence when my son was murdered; I just hoped for
accountability. HNow we have to go every two years to the Clemency
Board who told me from the get~go that this was Christopher
Columby's right to be heard. What about our rights? What about
my son Kyle? BAs I listened in the Clemency Board, the parents
telling the court that Chris was sorry for murdering my son, he
committed a juvenile act, he earned many degrees, he even goes to
drug rehab, gets lots of counseling. You know who pays for Kyle's
counseling? His drug and alcohol rehab? And as vyou all know, I
can go on and on all day long and tell you about the ripple

effects of what this vioclent crime did to our family. Thank God
my husband and I have made a Qamﬁitﬁeﬁtg a commitment to stay
together to work it out. Thank God, today Kyle is fwéﬁ y, he's
making baby steps to EQCQ?EE}; I'm thankful. But must we go
pefore the Clemency Board every two years? Chris served less than
five years and now it's his right to be heard. What about our
rights? Thank you, John.

GILLIS: My wife and I go through the same thing, and I think the
murderer will be up again in about ancther year, I believe, when
we will have to go back for another hearing. 8¢ I understand what
you go through when you do that, we both understand. A lot of us
here understand, and we wish we could change it. I don't know how
we'd do that.

WINN: Well, cone thing that shocked us was that we had paperwork
from the sentencing, the court, stating that this boy would not
have early release, no early parole, not a Clemency Board hearing
either. BAnd even the County Attorney's office was quite surprised
that we received that letter. That was a mistake.

GILLIS: Ye; The murderer of our daughter was sentenced to
seventeen to life and he went to priscn in 1979 and we have just
started. We've gone through the second parocle hearing, so it's—-
We'll do it. We'll do it every time it comes up, but we don't
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Dan Levey and thank vou, Director Gillis, for

s
ing here. I guess I'11 start. I have several tThings I've
I'1l try and be fairly quick. But like Loretta, I
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s regarding Parents of Murdered Childre Being a
member, I know we really struggle for financing and
unding. But something that, like most of us who have gone

n h i lence, that came out of mine, something I'm
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ver } pagsze a8 t, was an issue with victims in the workplace
n other was murdered, our state constitution,
O

d

13 ng, allow victims to be present at evary

a efendant is at. And I wanted to be at ever
single hearing, no matter how insignificant the ?ZOD@@QEGK said it
was going to b Oftentimes, as you know, you go and it’

continued and nothing even happens. Or if you do go and something

happens, it's quick. But I wanted to be there so the judge, the
prosecutor, the inmate, the defendant, they all knew that I was
there. But I kept having to take personal time and vacation time

to go to these proceedings and, God forbid, actually take a zeal
vacation day, and I found myself running out and did run out of
time. And I worked for a large insurance company whose corporate
headquarters were back east and basically thelr policy was after
yvou ran coubt of leave or vacation, you were written up and a letter
of reprimand was put into your personnel file. And ultimately
then, you're fired after your third one. And I got three of them
and basically had to plead and literally cried to this director of
our coffice here in Phoenix and he said, vou know, let me see what
T can do, but I had to go through, you know, the worryving and
wondering if I'm going to still have a job. And I know other
victims have gone through similar situations. Some employers and
I should say probably a lot of them, most of them, will work with
victims, but we've had horror stories here in Arizona where people
were either threatened with termination or were fired. Here in
Arizona, we recently passed a law that allows crime victims to
take unpaid leave to go to court proceedings, but I'd 1i
it on a federal level, mavbe under the Family Medical
pecause rightly so, when a mother brings a child into the wor
the both parents, you're given up toc three months for family
medical leave, but if one’s taken hy viclence, you're lucky 1if you
get three days bereavement leav t, vou know, the father and
the mother are grieving. And T thi ﬂk it doesn't make a productive
g@?k employee to be there if you're constantly worrying 1if vouire
ing to have a job or just the stigmatism that goes along with
QQ&OV?éfS wondering where you're always going or having to explain
yourself. So I'd really like to see the federal government gef
involved in that. On another issue, something to do with in ou
case the individuals were Hispanic and were fleeing towards
Mexico. And the police had told me that if they hadn't caught
them when they did, they would've been gone. And I know this
isn't a new thing, but extraditing inmates or defendants or
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criminals, whatever vou want to call them, that flee or lock a
Mexico as a safe haven, I work in the Attorney General'’s office
and we've had several cases wherse the perpetrators have gone thex
and we basically have no ba rgain%Mg power to get those people
back. So I just want to reemphasize that from a victim's
standpoint. Also, the victim comp. We've talked a lot about t
and I know it may be governed by the states, but the application
for the victims' comp, at the time that I got it, it was long. It
was several pages and I can call up over the phone and get a home
loan easier than I think I couldive filled that form out. And I
would like to see that made simpler. There's no doubit who the
victim is in most cases And then the other thing I had here was
I think, and I know &gve talked to Steve and he, I believe,
agrees, that until there's meaningful enforcement of victims’
rights, they're not worth much. And I think and hope and know
when the federal amendment passes, that will help, but there needs
to be some consequence of a violation of a victim's rights. A
victim needs to have some standing. I'm not sure what the federal
level can do other than, you know, maybe reiterate this to the
states. Thank you.
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JOHN GOLDSMITH: Thank you. My name is John Goldsmith. I retired
as a judge in Louisiana at the end of 1990. Five years befcore
that or four years before that, I met the young lady sitting on my
right six months after her daughter was murdered. I did never
have the pleasure of knowing Tina, although I feel like I've known
her for a long, long time. I participated with her in meetings
through a long, long time. In fact, I'm kind of hesitant to speak
out because I know I'm not one of you although I have a great
sympathy for what all of you or most all of you have been through.
I wanted to speak today, Mr. Gillils, in regard to the fact that T
know from what I've understood today that vou do fund speakers and
presenters. You print brochures. You've sent a lot of training
materials to district attorneys and prosecutors and I know you
fund states to assist victims. The observation I'd like to make
is this: Almost everybody here is a homicide victim. And that's
where most of my experience in the time that I've known Rita has
been spent. From all the meetings I've been to, from all the
conventions I've been to, I think I can say without a doubt in my
mind that the victims that I've seen have drawn more comfort
anything else from their actions and from the words that I've
heard them speak from networking with other victims. I can't go

to a meeting and tell any of you that I know how you feel. I
haven’t walked in your shoes, I haven't been There., But I know
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that when vou sit together, vyou share vyou i
other, when you share y@ur experliences with ach othe
that's the greatest mfort t 1iat any of you derive at any point in
time. So, Mr. Gilli , number one, 1 would hope that
there would be = ur office can consider and, like I
said, all the other thznﬂs you do are vez; laudable, but I wonder
if there would be some way you < ld er ;axzﬁg it a
priority, number one, to try to esta 1sb some type of victim
networking. I know it's not an easy thing to do and I know it's
something that couldn't be done overnight. But I think it's cne
of the things that you should very seriocusly consider. And along
those lines, because my experience has been with Parents of
Murdered Children, what I would suggest or ask 1t could be done
would be that either your organization set a priority for
organizations that are made up of victims, not just to give money
to a speaker to talk to them or somebody else to try to help them,
but something that would go directly to organizations that are
made up of victims because I think those are the peocople that need
the help directly. So I would hope that there would be a way to
maybe set either a priority for organizations that are made up of
victims or maybe even to set aside some percentage of funds or
something to work with those type organizaticns. Thank you.

C’i)CC}C‘J

GILLIS: We'wve taken that initial step and that was with the ﬁ@pe
Project that I was talking about this m 3§?1Qg¢ Now that's goin
directly to grassroots organizations that are providing service
to victims or they are comprised of victims. So money will go to
those organizations. This is the first time that that's been
done. Generally, you have to have some kind of program up and
going and somebody was just mentioning to me a moment ago abou

the four and five pages of documentation and then much more nftez
that, but this initial step will take care of some of those
victims that you're talking about, and the victim networking.
Hopefully, in the next budget session, I'11 have more to give to
those organizations and we will start identifving more of those
organizations. But this is kind of seed money for those groups.
You know, they're out there doing their work for the right reason
and they don't do it to get paid. They do it just to help people.
And 1f they're doing it to help people, then I think we ought to
be able to take some of the money that we have there and give them
something that will help them with their budget. You know,
sometimes five or ten thousand dollars, 1it'11 take care of all
their maili ists, pay thelr phone bills, and these are the kind
of things that they have difficulty doing, iﬁjl?g to make ends
meet. So we've taken the first step in deoing that and I
appreciate your comments and we'll be doing more in the future.
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Alsc, in relation to the victim networking, and somecne was
talking today about the number of murders in, I think it was, ten
months. Somebody sald thirtvy thousand?

UNIDENTIFIED: It was a yeayr, veah.

GILLIS: Yeah, thirty thousand a year, and when you add those up
over a period of years, that comes to an astronomical number. You
know, and when we're in DC, we have monuments for people who were
killed in the wars, we have monuments for everything except for
victims. We don't even have a national--we have the one naticnal
ceremony every year where we have a few people there where we give
out awards. But when I mentioned this to the staff the other day,
I said, you know, we ocught to have at least something in
Washington, DC on an annual basis where victims can come along
with the law enforcement people who are murdered during the course
of their duty. We have it for correctional officers, everything
but for the victim and we have more of those killed every vear
than we do in any other thing that goes on in the country. So I'm
thinking that by next vear we will at least have a national
ceremony and we will notify all of you that are going to be on our
list. We may not be able to pay for your transportation or any of
those things, but it will be a place where you can come to meet
with people and discuss similar problems and talk. We can have

some training and do some other things. So that's what I'm

looking forward to for next year, for next April during National

Crime Victims Week. &And I'm hoping that most of you or many of
¥ =

you will be able to attend that. BSo if you think that's an idea
that you want us to pursue, let me know. If not, we'll forget it.

NORWCOD: My name is Marilyn Norwood. I'm from Colorado Springs.
My husband was killed, 1988, on Mother's Day. Well, they don't
gquite know. It was either the day of Mother's Day or the day
after. I think what I'd like to see done is--to me, it's so
confusing. You go to one state and they get this for murder, you
go to another state, they get that for murder. Why don't they all
get the same thing? Because they've all done the same thing and
theyv've all killed a person. That person is dead. Why let them
out? And I agree with the person that said about when you kill
somebody when you're drunk, hey, lock them up, throw the key away.
That’s how I feel. I have no sympathy for them whatscever. When
my first parcle hearing was, five years after his murder, the lady
that was our leader at that time, Tina Shell in Colorado Springs,
she had taped a parole hearing and by watching that parocle hearin
is what helped me get up there and go to my parole hearing. I
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wanted so bad, 1f I didn't sit on my hands, I probably would've
reached across the table because I was closer than yvou are to me
and I wanted to just beat him up but couldn't. And, vyou know, I
think people need help with that. They also need help~-and POMC
does do it--with telling vou about going to court, what's going to
happen because vou got to know. If yvou don't know, it should
already be wrote down for you in a booklet of some sort or a
lawyer should give it to you because if you don't know, you don't
know. The jury can't see you break down and go (gasps), you know,
like that. I mean, you've gotta be sc matter of fact, like vyou
can't let go. They keep vyou under guard all the time. And there
should be more. Like vou say, money, compensation, for the
victims., I got it, but I got it through my lawyer or, my family
lawyer was a representative of Tennessee. He told me. The police
didn't tell me. Nobody else told me. You know, I've had very

e

good luck with the D.A., Al Schmutzer. Every time this one guy
has come up, which has been every three years, he has wrote a
letter Qtatlﬂg he does not want him back in his county and please

do not send him bﬁ@k. They haven't promoted him. We had trouble
with one whatever you call those people that sit up there, and he
listened to the kid's story two years ago and he says, well, vyou
know what?, I think you should get out next year. So you come
back next vyear instead of three vyears, and he says, I'm pretty
sure-—in fact, I can promise vyou vou'll be out next vear. Do yo
know what that did to me? Crushed me. Because for twelve months,
I worried. I dragged around getting petitions, all that. Well,
he didn't get out. Al Schmutzer and--we all worked together,
POMC. But they shouldn't have that right to say that. We got him
for ancother three years. I do have a parole hearing coming up
next September. I don't know. The other one, 2013 will be his
first. Now, I'll be seventy-some vyears old. I may be not here.

So I'11 do & tape in advance. I do not travel that much. I have
multiple sclerosis, so I don't make these trips all--I don't have
the money. But I do tapes, and that helps. If you can't go
there, do a videotape, and they will help, every bit of them. But
we do need the money to help us, all of us. And they should help
us.

ALLENDORF: I'm Donna Allendorf from the state of Colorade. And
t@@z@ s actually two things I'd like to address. But one of the
hings that affected us was trying to deal with two different

states. We live in Colorado and our son was murdered in Maryland.
Well, after the sheriff's deputy notified us, it was like, OK, now
what? It was not the state of Colorado's problem and Maryland
didn't know what a victim's advocate was. I asked and they had no
idea what I was talking about. And so there was never any help
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coffered in any form from the state of Marvliand, no compensati
no counseling. There was nothing given at all. We were just
totally on ocur own in a state that we knew no one. That is
something that I think could be handled in a better form. There
has to be ways that that can be handled. The other thing, that
not being familiar with the criminal justice system when this
happened, when we went to Maryland for the first trial, which
didn't happen-~there was a plea bargain accepted on the day that
the trial started--we did not understand or comprehend exactly
£ 4=

w

what that plea bargain meant. The state’'s attorney told u
we should take this, vou know, but we didn't have to; we cou
to trial if we chose. She was being very kind. I don't know i
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really meant it or not, but she said that, you know, it was
decision did we want to accept this plea. Well, you know,

1're in shock, vyou know, you're not emotionally stable. And we
ied to figure out exactly what this plea would mean. And she

, you know, this is the best deal you can get. You know,
she's going to be in there x-amount of years. Well, I could go on
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and on and you all know what I'm talking about. We agreed to the
plea after much soul searching and going off in a room and being
hysterical and whatever, we agreed to the plea. The plea that we

took, when we got home it wasn’'t but a month till we got a letter
from the Department of Corrections telling us when she would be
eligible for parole. It was not the time that we had thought we
were going to get for her because of the fact that you've got days
off like you were talking about in truth in sentencing. You know,
you have all these days that you can get off that the sentence is
reduced right away. You know, there was a whole lot of mix-up.
When we got that, that's another bilg shock. You know, you call
the state's attorney, vyou try to straighten it cut. She says, I'm
really sorry, you know, I thought... Well, it's too late, you
know. And so it seems to me like when victims are presented with
plea bargain arrangements, vyou should get the bottom line. And
when a criminal 1is convicted or takes a plea and it's in the
newspaper that the bottom line should be there as to how much time
these people are really serving. Not like 1f they get fifty
vears. They're not going to be in there fifty years, let's get
real. How, vyou know, what is the time? What's that bottom line
when they can get it out? And why can't the reporters report that
correctly instead of giving us this big picture, which is not

LELAND: Hi. I'm Gail Leland from Tucson, Arizona and I'm realls

happy to be here. I'm glad for this opportunity. I work with all
survivors of homicide victims. I'm a survivor myself. My son was
killed twenty-one years ago and the case is still unsolved. Our
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family did go through a lot of trauma when it first happened and
still have residual effects to this day. Many of the families
that I work with have unsolved cases or sgwazzest cases,
murder/suicide cases, families that have missing children or

ssi e su

ing persons tﬁat ar med dead. And one of the things
t&a, I have found is that although victims become victims at the
time of the wvictimization, rights and services for crime victims
seem to really start once there's an arrest. And so I believe
that there should be more done in cases where there is no arrest.
There may never be an arrest, and we lock at more at providing
services to those victims. There are wavs to do that. Those
victims do have needs, they have needs for compensation, they have
needs for assistance. They have needs for personal advocacy and
criminal ‘justice advocacy when it comes to the law enforcement
stage, as well as civil justice advocacy. Those are some of the
things that our program does. Our program is funded through VOCA
in Arizona. And I'd like to see more programs like ours funded
that provide these kinds of services that are beyond death
notification but prior to arrest for all victims of crime. I know
¥ha? somewhere~~1 think it's OVC and if it's not, it's somebody
lse out there-~sets priorities for VOCA funds and also
Cem§%n3atlon funds, some limitations for compensation funds. And
then I know the states then have additional authorities to make
changes within those. But I'd like to see a new fop level
priority set for homicide., We are considered underserved, however
we're within that ten percent range of all the other underserved.
And I believe that homicide survivors have unigue needs that are
much different from other crime victims and that because of those
unique needs, a higher priority percentage of funding needs to be
set, For example, one of the unique needs when there is an
arrest, 1f you're a victim of crime other than homicide, vyou're
also a witness. That means the prosecutor’s office pays for you
to come to the trial if you should move after victimization or
live out of state. They pay for your room and board during that
time, so you don't have any expenses. But if yocu're the victim of
crime because the victim is deceased because you're a survivor of
homicide, you don't get any help at al Our organization does
ar washes, bake sales, sells root beer floats, whatever we can to
that money to help survivors travel to attend the funeral
plan the funeral or attend the trial. But we can't meet all
needs of all the victims and that's just Tucson, Arizona.
Jationwide, survivors of homicide victims need more assistanc
that is unigue and be;@aﬁ that of other victimizations. So E*d
like to see that priority set higher. And I'd like to see better
rules at the federal level for crime victims® compensation. Even
though the states has that leeway in making some changes, they
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ill. And if the federal
clearer rules regarding
ral rescurces and counselin

follow the federa
guidelines set

contributory conduct and
limits, then the
guidelines.
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ink ates are more apt to follow th
ne other thing that I know is probably not
office, but you can help spread the word, I'd like to see
nationally and statewide as well as county no tax for victims in
the crime year. No property tax, no state tax, no federal tax.
We've paid our dues. 1'd like to see for children of murdered
parents, college or technical school scholarships for those
children. If their parent was murdered, they have no opportunity
then to save for a college fund for their child anymore. We
should have the money. We should make the money for that. Thank
you.
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MELTON: Well, thank you again. I forgot to mention earlier some
of my organizational and professional affiliations. I got to
thinking about my little brother and it totally focused me on him.
But what I do for a living is that I run a little company. It's a
small business. I own it. It's a family business and we provide
training and technical assistance to Indian Nations throughout the
country to help them develop their tribal justice systems to be
more responsive to crime, violence and victimization in Indian
Country. And the other thing that I do as a service, just to help
on a pro bono basis, is that I sit on several boards. But one of
the most important ones for me is the tribal court appointed
special advocates, which I helped to start, starting at the Office
of Juvenile Justice and Delinguency Prevention, and I've been
serving on that board for several vears now. The other thing is
that I am JJ's TTA provider for the Tribal Youth Program. That'
how I get to be able to do the thiﬁgs that I do. I think that
there's several things that 1I'd like to say, Mr. Gillis, about the
rights of Indian people in our country. Most of you may or may
not know that Indian people have more rights than anyone in this
room, and that's because of several reasons. One of them is
because Indian citizens is the first government in America, bu
many of us, no one was ever taught that. In your sixth grade
civics class, vyou probably never heard that there were three
levels of government, three levels of courts. There's the Indian
Nation governments, then the federal government came, and then the
state governments came. In Indian Country, first there are the
tribal judges, the tribal courts, indi stice systems, then
the federal courts were born, and then th te courts were born.
zens are not the ones that
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But the way that it goes, Indian citi
have the greatest resources available to them to take care of
their many needs, and in particular to take care of the needs of
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ndian victims, which is one of the reasons why when my brother
was killed we had no idea where to go. Where there was a
urisdictional vacuum. No one knew. They were looking to see and
measuring the boundary lines of where the event occurred to figure
out what cops they would call, what ambulance they would call, to
figure out who had jurisdiction and who would pay for this stuff.
Twenty-two years ago, that happened to my brother but it's still
very true to this minute in all parts of Indian Country including
Blaska. As a part of that, because there's three sovereigns that
are responsible~-tribal sovereigns as Indian nations, state
governments because Indian people are citizens of the tribe, the
state, and the federal system and the national government--we have
three sovereigns that are equally responsible to take care of the
needs of Indian people and Indian victims. However, most people
are ignorant about what Indian Nation issues are or to even deal
with them on a government-to-government basis. So I think one of
the things as the policy leadership office for victims, I would
look to you to really address the needs of Indian wvictims, to
start by training all of the federal criminal and juvenile Jjustice
practitioners and providers to teach them how to work effectively
with Indian Nations. Teach the history. Talk about the
historical trauma that Indian people face. American Indian
policies are a lot of the reasons why crimes that happen in Indian
Country aren’'t even presecuted by Indian Nations themselves. The
Major Crimes Act froze in 1883 the ability of Indian Nations to
develop their systems to address crime that happens on their
reservations. And so we have situations where if a murder, a
rape, a sexual assault, molestation, any kind of assault with a
deadly weapon or anything like that happens, it's considered a
felony. And guess who prosecutes that? Not the Indian Nation,
but the federal government. And the federal government is not
using tribal law, it's using federal laws to prosecute a case that
happened on Indian Country. And they're not bringing together
peers to do the trials, thev're bringing together people who are
strangers to the situation. It's really important for Indian
people to be able to have the ability and the types of funding
that's available to unfreeze theilr indigencus justice systems
because those systems are primarily based on love and care, and
largely alsoc because Indian people live on the Indian community.
We have to live next door to the rapist, the murderer, the person
who was DUI and killed somebody or maimed somebody because we live
on these reservations. It's really important for us to be able to
have these indigenous 5ysi%mﬁ that can not only allow healing for
the family that was hurt, to have accountability to the person who
did the harm, and to have some reparation, restitution,
retribution, whatever you want to call it, for these people to be
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le to together. Famillies have to continue to live
together., They don’t have the luxury of being strangers. You
lots of you here don't have Lo see your perpetrator or even
y members who may not have the same kind of feelings
at you have about the people that have hurt your loved one. And
g0 it's really important for a different lens to be there for
taking care of Indian victimization within Indian County.
And then outside Indian Country, Indian people are victimized by
non-Indians at a greater rate than anvone, and we found that out
from the National Crime Victimization Survey just recently. So
Indian people are victimized at a much higher rate than within
their own community and outside thelr community. Which brings me
o the third peint. There has to be much greater collaboration in
terms of how investigation and services are provided. As a3
leader, as the office, the federal cffice, we can use your
leverage in getting the U.S. Attorneys to work with the tribal
prosecutors, for the FBI to work with the criminal investigators
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and who all of these federal
agents should be working with the Indian investigators and law
enforcement. One of the things that happens a lot of times is
that there's lack of prosecution for Indian crime victims because
the threshold for prosecution is toc high. And sometimes they
will accuse our tribal officials, our law enforcement people, of
contaminating this crime scene and so the whole case'll be thrown
cut. There's no sharing of investigation services and because
it's the federal coffice that's prosecuting, there'’s no
notification or involvement of the Indian families or the Indian
government in how these cases are prosecuted. So I think those
are my three major recommendations to vyou. And the final one is
just media advocacy for people who come from culturally different
groups. I think that not only is it difficult to speak out as a
victim, but if you come from a non-white population, many of us
are afraid and largely because we don't know the system. As
Indian people, we are clearly ignorant about the American justice
system but the couple that came today, they came from another
country but there are people who have been born here, generations
and generations, who are from, you know, different cultural groups
and they are completely unfamiliar with how the American Jjustice
system works. And so I think that greater media advocacy to reach
out to them is important and that's, I feel, is something that
your office can do. (phonetically) Econopa ila ilo loli imui
h'juagoma hashtu me, in my husband's language. In my language, we
are laying before you many of our burdens, our most intimate
fears, and our most intimate hurts that we have been experiencing
and we're laying them on you and I wish you to have strong
shoulders so that you, in the next four years, can champion all
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these things that we need from vour office. Thank you, Mr.
Gillis. And thank you, Jeannie.

ON: I'm Linda Atkinson again, from Albuguergue, New Mexico.
an advocate, I am, again, focused on that legal system
1 have had to experience by no choice of your own. And
with the state of New Mexico, we've had victims’
rights, we passed a constitutional amendment in 1990, and they're
merely social policy. There’'s no teeth in them. There is no
rights that are enforced. And as I did some research, I think
that pretty well holds true &czoss the country. And so
would like to see 1s that there is a way to enforce these rigu?g;
if it's training attorneys to go in there and represent
because I think that's what I hear as everybody tells t
experience that have gone into the legal system. You are lost,
you don't understand, it holds true in Indian Country, it holds
true with anvbody who has not been in the system before. %ha? i
the world is going on? To have it explained is one thing o be
told you have these rights and then watch %ﬁem‘disgipate o re
even really exist, you're victimized again. And I think ibe
torneys that created the system that everyone is thrown i
neﬁé to, in a sense, we need to level the plaving field. It has
to be attorneys, I %eiéev@; that are going to help victims assert
their rights and enforce their rights. You know, the offenders
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have made sure that they have their rights and, by goll
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a victaim

kinds of things happen if they are viclated. Yet with
whose rights are violated, there is nothing. Oh, sorry, too bad,
better luck next time, or absclute silence. That is the mission

that I am on, is let's change this. Let's make this a judicial
system that works for victims not just for the perpetrators and
the offenders. And so that is the mission that I'm on. Since I
spend a lot of time training volunteers in court monitoring, thei
mission is to identify players in the system that are particularly
ﬂbQirucfiﬂg justice for victims. And we try to do things that
yould, hopefully, protect wvictims but, again, without the
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attorneys to, I think, present the case for the victims, we don't
have as much leverage as I would like to see. And that's all I
have to say. Thank you.
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5: T have taken a look at some of The unigue problems in
Country. And we've made some adjustments there. We're
g about vertical prosecutbion, and that's where the federal

b

r
R

o
o

alkin
agencies along with t%& tribal ‘dustice §€Qﬁ@€ do the prosecution
and the victim witness part from start to finish. One of the

problems is that the victims are transferred. You know, they a
transferred from agent to agent, and they don't feel that there
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any continuity. They never get to develop any rapport with the
dividual *h&t s working with them. So this vertical
E%S@ﬁ&tl@ﬁ; 'm hoping, will solve some of that problem. I've
1s¢ %é some funds in this budget for colposcopes and that's

examination of sexually abused children in Indi
and sexual abuse seems to be somewhat of a problem. 8
looking at that. We will be holding some meetings in Indian
ocuntry. I mentioned we're going to do the roundtables, we're
going to do one for northern, for southwest, and Jeannie's giving
me directions here. For southwest and the northwestern United
States. We're going to divide it up into two parts and we're
asking for victims ﬁmsm each of those areas to come in and sit
down and talk with us, and we'll see what we can come up with and
we'll get a chance to lsck at some of the problems. We'll also be
asking you to attend those if you would,
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BIEHN: I agree with there shouldn’'t be any limitations Qﬁ the
mental health aspect of victims where they can get counseling.
Myself, I sat around staring at the walls for about seven years.
Seven years disappeared out of my 1ife. I don't know what I did
then. But if you get involved with an organization, it's very
therapeutic. And I think that there should be some kind of a book
or a tape on coping skills and how to cope with the justice
system, which can be drawn f?@m a lot of what we've been going
through or have gone through. nd there has to be something for
the siblings. Like if you lose a child and you have other
children in the family, you're not there for them because you're
in shock. Just like these ladies over here and when, vou know,
you try to be there for your kids but you're so absorbed with
what's going on and what's happening that you're really not there
completely to guide them through anything. So then you have the
ripple effect where they're having problems. And we have a
daughter that has a learning disability and she's probably got the
mind of a twelve year old sc therefore she doesn’'t see things like
you and I would see. And so when 1 was spending time with Parents
of Murdered Children or other organizations, she felt that I
didn't love her, that I loved my sons more than her. I think she
till beile%eb thaz in a small way. So I think we need something
in writing or on film that could be passed out by, say, the police
sfiicaxs or something to at least give people who are in shock
some kind of idea where they're going and where they arse. And

that's about all, And the accountability of the Jjudges and the
parole board. Thank you, Mr. Gillis.

LAURENCE: My name is Holly Lawrence. I'm from Albuguergue, New
Mexico. And our case had some interesting facets to it given that
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the five people were murdered, three of them were in my family.
We couldn’t fiﬁu my grandparents or my cousin that mo?nlsg and we
were supposed to be with them. And we got some calls from the
Qeighbers that the newspaper was still out. Things like t&at that
alerted us that something was wrong. And we ended up at the video
store just shortly after the police got there. So I know that

some of the notification and some of the things that might be done
in other situations weren't able to be done with our family. But
we couldn't find my grandparents’ bodies for about two days. We
n‘t know what had happened, didn't hear anything. Then we did
notification from the police department. But we actually had
call the advocate from the DA's office and ask her what was
g on. The police were on their way and she hadn't heard
hing, so I think it goes back to the communication between the
departments. And, as we found out later, they were beating the
media to our house because the media had caught wind of what had
happened. And the two people in our case, the male, Shane
Harrison, was twenty-six, and the female, Esther Buckalew, was
forty-two, and they were out on a community corrections program.
He was a violent offender, had committed armed robberies in the
past. Did not gqualify for the program but New Mexico being
overcrowded, they went and literally asked for volunteers to get
cut of prison. So there he was with his hand up, wanting to get
out of prison, and he had already sailid that next time he wouldn't
leave any witnesses. He had stated it in prison. His cellmates
and other people had already known that. His psychiatric records,
all of those things, said, you know, he shouldn't get out and they
let him out. And so within a few months these two had hooked up
with some other people in the community corrections program.

re's an office where they go for their counseling or meetings,

what have you, in Albuguerque and yet they're not supposed to
spend Time together. They're not supposed to be friendly or, vyou
know, live in the same places or spend a lot of time z@gether yet
they meet there, and this is where things kind of came to be
planned for this robbery for these two. And each year there are
legislators in our state that want to start this back up. So each
year you have to watch and see if there's a bill to start this
back up because, fortunately, the governor, within a few davys,
stopped this program. We're fixing to have a new governor, you
know, new people zﬁ power in some of those spots and so that's
something I know you'd mentioned you were looking at. And it's a
hard fight, definit eiy a hard fight. And the first thing when we
went to the District Attorney's office, the first thing the two
attorneys said to us is, we don't work for you. We work for, vyou
know, for the state and we work for the people that were killed.
Period. And we had never had exposure to the system at all in
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this regard. I mean, you watch the news and that's all you know.
We did get to where we had a good relationship with them, but we

were also told on the plea, the female that pled guilty to some of
the charges, you know, it's a formality that they talk to vyou and
they may get your input, depending on who the District Attorney
is, but it's not really up to vou. And, you know, it doesn't
really matter what you may want or what you may like to see out of
it, the ultimate decision 1s theirs because, again, they aren’ti
there to represent you, which was a little bit difficult at the
beginning for us to understand. But one thing I'd like to ask--
and I don't know if there's anything that can be done, but it goes
back to training. During our trial, we had to move the trial to
Las Cruces in the southern part of the state because of some of
the media publicity. So we moved the trial and during the voir
dire, the balliff was fired for not showing up so the secretary
took over as the bailiff. 5So the secretary was serving as The
bailiff, she started dating and living with a security guard who
was in the courtroom and in the courthouse and that security guard
became sympathetic to Shane Harrison, who was on trial, and
actually left a loaded gun in his cell. Apparently, they changed
clothes in that cell and left his loaded gun in there and Shane
Harrison in there, and put him in there after he had murdered fiv
people. I'm sorry, allegedly; he hadn't been convicted,
obvicusly. And the judge never said anything, never did anything,
we never saw anything happen. The professionalism, you know, the
seriousness of it--you know, when you see the bailiff and a guard
kissing in the middle of the courtroom, you're thinking walt a
minute, you know, this is a little bit more serious than that.

And it is very bothersome that it didn't seem to matter to anybody
and I don’t know if that can go back to training or

professionalism. I don't know where that can go, but it was very
difficult to sit and watch when, as survivors, we're told you, you
know, you have to be quiet, you have to be still, you have to, you

know, no crying, no acting out, and no talking to the media, vou
know, during the trial, you could hurt your case. Yet you see the
other side and you see what's happening and you see defense
attorneys come out and say whatever they want. And it's very
difficult to be in that position, and I wonder if there's any
training or anything that can be done with the judges and the
court personnel as well as defense attorneys. I don't know if
there’s anything that could ever happen to those people, but I
sure would like to see it. Does that make sense?

GILLIS: Yes
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GILLIS: And, again, we're talking about at the state level but we
will loock. We'll take a look. OK.

N. MELFORD: New Mexico does do things just a bit strange. To
low up a little bit about Holly, we had a similar situation in
se--and I won't dwell on it because I got a whole list of

I want to talk about, But we had the judge’s wife--and no
offense, Judge--I'm always very sensitive to Jjudges because we si
in court a lot. But we had the judge’'s wife at our first trial g
and hug the offender, when the whole thing was over, and ask to
meet him. At that very same trial, her husband--again, no
offense, Judge, I'm sure vou were wonderful--but the same judge
asked my son-in-law, who was the father of the three little girls,
to get out of the courtroom because he was looking at the
offender. At that same trial, the offender's family had come to
us and tried to hold conversations with us. My problem of all of
that was this, is we did not have a safe place to go. What
happened was, the judge finally put a moratorium on people going
in and ocut of the courtroom. But we couldn’t use the restrooms
because the other family was in there, so I left the courtroom to
go to the restroom and I was barred from coming back in to see.
Well, I went immediately to the media because they have always
been my friend. So I would like to see-—and I'm sure that this is
probably a states issue and I cannot think globally; I think
pretty much statewide that that would be a really neat thing to
have, would be a very safe place where we don't have to come in
contact with the offender. I've been sitting here fairly dancing
because I talked to Inez about the rest of the information I want
to share with you. I am with MADD. This is not a commercial for
MADD. It's only information for you. MADD has a wonderful death
notification book that we do as a training book. It is for
chaplain, for police personnel, for hospitals. You don't have to
reinvent the book. It's already out there for your information.
For those of you that got no information about the grieving
process, I believe you shared with me that you had gotten a book.
Tell me again. "Good Grief?” "Good Grief.” I believe that was
written by Janice Lord, who is part of MADD. MADD puts out
brochures. This is a listing of a few, OK? We deal a lot wi
closed head injury. I finally figured out what was wre i
son-in-law through this closed head injury book.
small because, vou know, we're brain dead, right? When we ¢
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we're brain dead. We can’t comprehend a lot of stuff,

into this,
30 these are quick. We have grief books for teens, for young
children, and for sibling adults, which I had four of my older

d
children. We have a book called "Your Grief: You're Not Going

v." These are wenderful things, and MADD can be reached at
Arlington, Texas. Our headguarters is there, I you don't have a
local chapter and 1f you want these books, all vou gotta do is
contact me and I'11 be happy to give you a card. We alsc have
books in Spanish, so if you have a Spanish community, some of
these bocks are in Spanish. We alsc have a wonderful book on the
justice system. And Miss Atkinson was my teacher. Poor thing,
I'd ask her, well, who's the defense person? What's he supposed
to do? Well, what's a prosecutor? That's where I was. I was in
grief. I didn’t know. And she so patiently shared with me and
gave me some of this information. We have support groups. We
love for anvybody to come to our suppori groups. I have tried to,
in our state and in our particular city, New Mexico, Albuquerque,
I mean, not have it structured Jjust for MADD people and ‘Jjust for
DWI. One of the things that I'm the most proud of is when we were
in Beverly Hills at a NOVA conference, I was struck with the fac
that, my God, there's other people out there hurting. Gee whiz,
Nadine, what a concept. Because I heard the story of this woman
who had gone through five hours of rape, and it hit me. And I
heard about this grandmother whose son-in-law's girlfriend had
murdered his child. And this grandmother had to track down this
murderer. And this stuff began to just pour into me and pour into
me. And you know what came out of it? I realized that we could
coalition. And the opportunity came when our District Attorney
had kind of messed up, bless his heart, and we needed another two
hundred thousand dollars to reindite cases that were going to be
lost. And sc I went to the New Mexico legislature, but before I
got there we coallitioned with the people from homicide, victims of
homicide, rape crisis, domestic violence, child abuse, all these
organizations, we went to. I have spoken at the Victims of
Homicide's candlelight vigil, and we share back and forth. Trust
me, 1if you will coalition and if you can, get these folks
together. Do you realize how powerful that is? Do you realize
you can take that pain and harness it and do something. With this
coalition, we were able to go to the New Mexico legislature on a
special deal, special session, and get a hundred and seventy-five
thousand dollars. They gave twenty-five thousand to something
else, but we got that money and guess what? Those domestic
violence cases weren't lost. Our DWI cases were not lost. Now, I
want to share with you about the legislature. That's my most
favorite thing and I know I need a psychiatrist, you know? I know
that. I've done it for ten vyears. I've been to every legislature
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segssion they have. And I want to tell you something, vou can win.
You can win. All you have to do is make up your mind and show up.
And I was that ngqeu that made up her mind and shsweé up. Our
drive-up ligquor windows--and we were number one in 19%92--we had
drive-up liguor windows, drive up, get your six pack and drive coff
drunk. Sixteen vear fight. I was not there for sixteen years. I
was there for the last six years, and I refused to give up. And
the senate pro temp, who hated my guts, who would’'ve never run
this bill, finally was forced to run this bill and we closed them.
And the governor who hated the bill hated to sign it. The two
most unlikely people had to do it. I’'m here to tell you, you can
win., Just give a woman a cell phone, honey, and you got it won.
{applause)

ool

(]

B. MELFCORD: Sounds easy, doesn’'t it
N. MELFORD: No.

B. MELFORD: Most of these problems I've been hearing today, are
state problems, not so much federal problems, and I think that
people either have to get educated or have town hall meetings and
get people involved to change the laws within your own state. The
federal government isn't going to do it. You're going to have to
do it. You're going to have to get these people together and you
can. We've done it In New Mexico, and I know you can do it in
your state. And it's just a matter of getting one person, another
person, and get them together, get a town hall meeting, and get
the media involved. If you get the media involved and you get the
media on your side, they'll do wonders for you. They'll move
mountains where you can't even move mountains. And in our case,
when we were dealing with our DA, I think we were lucky compared
to a lot of you. OQur DA was pretty up front with us. He told us
it was probably going to be the worst rollercoaster ride that we'd
eaver been on. And that was true. He gave us the option of trying
to plea bargain or go the full boat and cur whole family was Chere
and we chose to go the full route. And he said it was going to be
difficult, hard, and hold on, and he was right. It took us six
and a half years to get it done. But if you set your goals for
something, you can get it done. And it's just a matter of
educating the people, getting the people to vote for the right
people. Those people that are in there that are screwl
around are all people thal we have voted for. Most people vote
for somebody they don't even know who they are. They don't even
know what they can de. They go by their last name, they go by
their nationality, and that's the way they vote. They don't find
out whether this -judge knows anything, they don't find out whether
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this DA is intelligent enough to even run an office. They don't
find out anything. They go by party system. If it's a party

well, it must be good. Well, lock into it. It's your
responsibility to look into these things and find out what's going

an You're the ones that are getting hurt. We're getting hurt

But I do want to touch on a federal thing. And on DWI on federal

highways, why can't we have standardization of laws on DWI across
the country? And I'11 leave it at that.

;-v

i

S. GOELZER: John, my name is Sally Goelzer and I spoke befor
ut sitting here listening to everybody talk, your mind just
with so many things you want to say. And I've written a bunch
down, but I want to add one thing to what my cohort Bob here said.
He's absolutely right. What I would recommend as a victim is tel
people you know, learn about the judges that you vote for in your
state. I admire this man across here because he's now -- he's
helping his wife, he's a judge, he knows. You know what I'm
talking about, I know you do because judges are elected. When you
become a victim, I think one of the first things I learned was as
a citizen I never knew about judges. I voted for judges exactly,
oh, gosh, his name is great., Oh, let's see, well... I didn't
take the time. Then you get in court. We had a prosecuting
attorney here in Phoenix, Juan Martinez, who was a special
prosecutor for only homicide wvictims. And I guess we were really
really, really lucky because Juan and I, and Jim, my husband, and
my younger brother, we are incredible friends. Juan gave us
information. Of course, I drove him crazy. I asked questions
As a victim, I don't care what the system offers, bul ask
gquestions. You drive your prosecuting attorney crazy. Juan and I
became very good friends because I met with him at the very
beginning. We had five prosecutors before we got to Juan, first
of all, which I never knew. We were assigned one prosecutor,
months later we find ocut we've been through five. HNow we have
Juan, which we were blessed because Juan told us the same thing.
He says, I represent the state, I do not represent you, I am not
your attorney, but we can work together because you are a team
with your prosecutor. That is my best advice to anybody, is get
to know your prosecutcr, get on his side as best you can because
you can get information fr@m him. He will help vou. Our
advocate, I drove crazy. I asked guestions., HNow, I have some
recommendations for the OVC from my experience. One thing we
learned is the information. Every single person here has said the
same thing that we experienced. You'ire in th% dark. You're
absolutely in the dark. We are not criminals, we don't know what
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the systems are

R

ike. 1I'd never been in a courtrocom. And you
walk in and you talk to a prosecuting attorney and you start
hearing all these kinds of motions and legal terms. Well, I'm not
a lawyer, I didn't know. I think the best recommendation for the
OVC is to prepare something, a flyver or a some kind of preparation
that you can encourage all county attorney offices or whatever the
prosecuting attorneys come from in counties, prepare something to
recommend to them. And I don't know how much power you have,
That's a question I have, too. Can you demand that they give vyou
these things? 1 don't know. I think it’'s a state issue, I
believe. But I think something should be prepared from the OVC to
recommend to all these officials that these things be given to
crime victims immediately. Now this is a point that I really want
to make. If you have advocates in a prosecuting's offers, I think
these things should be given. Criminal court procedures. Did any
of you know about criminal court procedures? 1 didn't. It was
incredible to learn. You know, there's so many different names
for these hearings you go to. We got notices--I don't know if
other states got notices--and it would say a 703 hearing, at
mitigation. You learn them, you learn them after six years. But
in the beginning, I would have to call Gretchen, my advocate, what
does this mean? What does this mean? What does this mean? To
make a long story short, when we were all finished, I went to
Gretchen, my advocate, and I said, vou know what we didn't do
after four and a half vears? 1 had three advocates, too, during
these six years too. I recommended to her too, make a list of
things you can hand out to victims from day cone, the first day you
meet with the prosecutor, a list telling the victim what is
happening, how a criminal procedure case goes in your state. I
think the recommendation can come from your office. That is
something you can do. To give the victim a list of the statutes
that pertain to your case bescause I would get so many coples of
motions, I would get copies of motions. Well, you read it in
legal jargon, I didn't know what it meant. I don't know what
these charges are, what this charge is. And after it was all
over, I got a copy of our criminal law in Arizona and then I got a
copy of our criminal procedures and I told Gretchen, I went tc her
boss and I said, would you give these out to victims when they
first get there? Because 1f you have an explanation, it's a peace
of mind. First of all, you're in the dark. Secondly, if you just
know what's going on, it's such an incredible--you can't control
anything. Everything’s out of your control, but at least vou can
understand a little bit. Because you are lost in this system even
with an advocate. BAnd I love advocates. I mean, I do. Dan Levey
is our advocate over here in our appeals cas e both our

-
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defendants who were sentenced to life are appealing. And I ‘just
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talked to Dan, I said, I was telling him, I said, what's
happening? And Dan and I haven't talked in a long time. And I
said, you need to call me. I know. But call and let me know
nothing's happened. And I'm not criticizing. But another thing

that vou mentioned is, John, you said that you have training, or I
guess Jeannie said it. That you have training for volunteers who

a a
want to be speakers. Did I hear that right? You have speakers’
training.

REGORI: Training and Technical Assistance Center and so they can
ign up to be a ceonsultant and then when somebody, anybody, in the
ield wants to put on a training conference, they can go to this
TAC and ask for speakers on certain subjects, and we can provide
them.

oy G

S. GOELZER: Do vy have to be an employee of the Department of

GREGORI: No, like anybody here could sign up if you have an
expertise in speaking on something, and become a consultant in the
database.

ER: Well, my thought is all of us here are involved.

olved in some organization or something here. Once
you do, we do become speakers, we do this. And in a way, we're
volunteers. Is there any way that people like us could come to
the OVC, come to Washington, D.C.7 I was fortunate enough to be
there in Washington, D.C., Jim and I, about a month ago to watch
Steve Twist testify at the Senate hearing for the constitutional
amendment, and I'm going to talk about that in a second. But we
got to visit the office of the OVC and it's incredible the
literature that you do have. We were just amazed. 1 never knew
that office was there until Steve mentioned it. But as people
invelved, I would love to attend some kind of training for
speaking because we do speak about it. We speak about it to our
friends, we speak about it at church, I talk about it everywhere I
go. I think we all do that. But then added onto that, could we
become some kind of emissaries for you in our states? Like could
we be a volunteer of the OVC? I don't know if that's government
allowed. But why couldn’'t you start a volunteer force? I think
there's a whole bunch here that would--we're doing it anyway. It
would just go along with what we're doing in our local areas.
And. ..

o«

INEZ: Why don't you let him respond to that.
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GILLIS: Well, that was a very promising proposal. I mean, we--
Yeah, free. That will go at the top of my agenda.

S. GOELZER: Well, and here's why. Because 1if we're working in
our own local groups, but if we got connected with you, too, do
you know what that does for us? It gives us &ﬁcegs, better

ss, to literature, to the stuff--0tis mentioned he wanted

T out there. What better access Than to use us and then we,

1, with our local grcoups, we need Lo come home with boxes of
res. And I mean that sincerely. We're...

GILLIS: The UOffice for Victims of Crime, I think has been one of
the b@st kept secrets in the federal government and that's what

! doing now, getting out, trying to get that information out
to people and vyour offer to volunteer is certainly...

S. GOELZER: I really think that you can access us. We, who can
better get out the information than us? We know prosecutors, like
I said, we're just sitting here. We're available for you. And...

-4

NEZ: You have one more point.
S. GOELZER: I have one more point. I'm almost done.
B, MELFORD: 1I'11 turn her off.

. I'11 hurry. The second is, the
la hing I want tTo tell vyo ut 1s, please inform vour House
of Representatives who represent you, and write a letter, a simple
tter, and encourage them, §}ease, to pass this amendment. It is
HJ Resolution 91 that Steve Twist worked so hard for. It's called
the Crime Victims'...

S. GOELZER: I know. I'11l hurrs
t th e e
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ittle later on.
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S. GOELZER: Well, Rights Amendment. But we need to support it,
contact peocple,
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INEZ: He's going to make a presentation.

MARCH: My name, again, is Patty March with New Mexico Survivors
of Homicide. And the good judge took my idea. I really think
preferential treatment should be given to awarding grants to
grassroots organizations. Although in New Mexico, we have
wonderful advocates that work for the District Attorney's office.
We have a great grief counseling program. It was the other
mothers and fathers and sisters and brothers who really help us
get through the grief and through the justice system and
understand the pain that we're going through. For instance, my
husband found it really difficult to trust the District Attorney's
advocate because he did not consider her an advocate. He said,
you work for the DA, you don't work for me. So if I disagree with
what the District Attorney's office is doing, you're not going to
help me, you're going to try to convince me to agree with what the
District Attorney wants to do in our case. Secondly, when I got
involved with Survivors of Homicide, my main agenda was to
remember the victims. I felt like the public needed to know that
my son Gary was a person. He was a living, breathing, loved human
being. And so I do think your memorial is a wonderful idea, and
I'd like to give you our support on that. (applause) And the
only thing new I have to say 1is, being a programmer and a web
developer myself, I would like to see the inmate records, not just
the parole records, I would like to see those accessible,
federally and statewide, through all corrections departments
available to victims and to the general public. The public has a
right to know what inmates are being released, when they're being
released. They deserve to see pictures of the inmates so that
let's say your daughter brings home a new boyfriend and she says
to you, no, Mom, he's a good kid. He doesn't do anything wrong.
Well, I could go into the Internet and I could look up his name
and see if he's got a record in New Mexico. Or if I'm, you know,
if I want to take the time, three o'clock in the morning, I could
get up and get on the web site and see where these inmates are,
same with my son's killer. I could get up at any time. I don't
have to bother an advocate, Jjust get on my computer and look it up
and see which prison he's being held at at at the moment because
they are moved arcund frequently. The only complaint I've heard
or one of the biggest complaints I°'ve heard federally is that vou
guys don't have any advocates. In New Mexice, you have, I think
we've heard, one advocate or two at the most that deals with
victims. And being such a rural area, they can't get ocut to helj
many people. So that's why a lot of people end up calling us
d be helpful if, federally, there were some more advocates I«
with the victims. BSo...
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GILLIS: Look at or get a copy of the booklet that my wife is
holding up there. I've allocated some funds for rural law
enforcement and for victim advocates. And that’'s where the
funding will come from, sco take a look at that and see whether or
not there is something vyou can put together. OK.

TWIST: We have victims' rights laws in every state in the
country. We have thirty-two states that have state constitutional
amendments. The federal government has statutes. One of the
things that distinguishes the ineffectiveness of those laws and
the effectiveness of defendants' rights is the fact that
defendants have had lawyers advocating for them and pushing those
laws in individual cases in courtrooms all across the country;
victims have not. How many times have you heard it said today the
prosecutor told me that he wasn't representing me, he was
representing the state and that I wasn't represented; he wasn't my
lawyer. Well, one of the things that we're doing is beginning an
effort across our country to change that by providing free legal
services to victims of crime to help them in their criminal cases
assert whatever rights they may have in the Jjurisdiction where the
rime is being prosecuted. To do that, we have established the
NMational Crime Victim Law Institute. It is part of Lewis and
Clark College Law School in Portland, Oregon. It was funded with
an original appropriation from the United States Congress to get
it started, and it is run by a professor, Doug Beloof, B-e-l-o-0~
f, who has written the only casebook in America on victims'
rights. It won't surprise any of you to know that victims' rights
are not taught and have never been taught in the law schools in
America. Of course there are lots of classes that teach
defendants’ rights and the constitutional rights of the accused
and convicted, but no one has taught victims'® rights. Professor
Beloof has established a course at Lewis and Clark College. He
wrote the book. I'm lucky enough now to be teaching the class at
BRrizona State University College of Law. Sally and Jim have
attended and sat in on a couple of classes. FProfessor Paul
Cassell at the University of Utah has taught the course for a
couple of years now. And sadly for our movement and happily for
our country, President Bush has just appointed Paul Cassell to be
a federal district court judge in Utah. He is a strong advocate
and before he takes the bench or even after he takes the bench,
you need to call Paul Cassell and he will get vou in touch with
others in Utah who will be very helpful. Buf this movement of
providing lawyers for victims is at the very beginning stages.
Working with Doug to establish the institute, we've, at the same
time, established the Victims' Legal Assistance Proiject here at
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ASU Law School, and 1t is now providing free legal services to
crime victims in the state of Arizona. Kelly Luther, who's here
today, is one of the volunteer attorneys. She's a fulltime
volunteer for our project. And we are getting now thirty to forty
new cases every month coming in, and that just shows you. We're
at the very beginning stages, but that'll show you the need that
there is out there for victims who want their own lawyer. Just as
the defendant has a lawyer and just as the state has a lawyer,
victims ought to have lawyers. And I think all of the counseling
services and the supportive services that have, to date, been
chazafieziggd by the criminal -justice system are well and good,
but victims also need, in addition to the support of counseling
services that they get, they need hard-edged, vigorous advocacy by
lawyers who will stand in a courtrcom and say that's not right,
here's the law. This is the way vyou need to do it. So that's
what we're trying to do. We've got the National Institute as sort
of the mother ship of this idea and now we've got the first,
hopefully, what will be a model program at Arizona State
University. It's a partnership between Arizona Voice for Crime
Victims, our statewide umbrella ngaﬁizat%én, and the ASU Law
School. BAnd we're hoping that that will be replicated in every
state in the country. The idesa is have some seed money Lo hire
the nuclear staff of the project, and then rely on lawyers who
will volunteer their time, law students who will volunteer theilr
time, to help crime victims. And we're very excited because it
seems to be working; people keep coming in the door. Kelly's not
getting any sleep. tacy Click, our director, is working twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a week. But it's a very exciting
project. And this is the second thing I want to talk about. One
of the frustrating things about the project is that all we have to
advocate for are the enforcement of state statutory rights and
state constitutional rights, and then state constitutional rights
only in thirty-two states in America. We don't have U.S
Constitutional rights to fight for. And what happens is, in a
courtrcom, the defendant and his lawyer stand up and say, Your
Honor, if you do this, my U.S. constitutional rights will be
riclated. And the victim stands up-—-and maybe sometimes the
prosecutor--and says, well, Your Honor, if you don't do it, you'll
violate a statute or you'll viclate a state constitutional
amendment. Well, we know from sixth grade civics who wins.

The U.S. Constitution is the supreme law of the land. It's a
trump card for any argument that gets made. And the path of leas
resistance for a trial court judge is to always go with the trump
card, the U.S. Constitution. 8o a few vyears ago, in fact in 1982
the President's Task Force on Victims of Crime, appointed by
Ronald Reagan, recommended sixty-some changes to the criminal
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justice system to be more attentive to the needs of crime victims.
The last of their recommendations was that the Sixth Amendment to
the United States Constitution be amended to provide rights for
crime victims. So this idea of federal constitutional rights for
crime victims is now twenty years old. Bob Preston, who is with
us and been with us all day today, and a number of others got
together and locked at that recommendation and said, you know,
before we press to change the U.S. Constitution, which is the most
enduring, fundamental law in our country, we need to be pretty
thoughtful about this. So wouldn't it be a good idea to try to
get state constitutional amendments and state statutes to test
different ideas, use the states as what they're called,
laboratories of democracy, to try to make a difference at that
level and see what works, And, indeed, that's whal happened. Bob
Preston led a cecalition of folks all over the country. At that
time, we had no states that had state constitutional amendments,
no states had statutes. HNow, twenty years later, with the
movement that Bob started, which now operates under the umbrella
of the National Victims Constitutional Amendment Network, there
are thirty-two states with amendments, as I said. Every state has
statutes. But we've also got two decades of experience that teach
us it's not enough, it doesn't work. Only the U,S. Constitution
in our country has the power to change the culture. Only the U.S.
Constitution, which is the law of all of us, as James Madison
called it, only the U.S. Constitution has the power to be
respected in every courtroom in America. Only the U.S.
Constitution changes the way lawyers and judges go about their
business day to day. And as long as victims are not in the U.S.
Constitution, they will forever be second class citizens. So we
have started a project under the leadership of Bcb and Roberta
Roper from Maryland to go to congress--and we started it six years
ago--to go to congress and say, now's the time. State
constitutional amendments, state statutes don't work. HNow's the
time, we've got plenty of cases all over the country that prove
this, plenty of stories. Each of you have brought stories to this
meeting today that prove that these rights and statutes and state
constitutions don't work. So six years ago we went to Senator Kyl
from Arizona and asked him if he would champion a constitutional
amendment for victims' rights. He said yes immediately. He
immediately turned to Dianne Feinstein knowing that this has to be
a bipartisan effort; it's not about Republicans or Democrats, it's
about what's right for the country. Dianne Feinstein said yes.
she and John Kyl have been the co-sponsors of the Crime Victims
ights Amendment since 1996, first introduced in April during
ictims Rights Week. We've had hearings every vyear since in the
House and the Senate, sometimes multiple hearings. It's been
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reintroduced every year. The high watermark so far has been three
days of d@bate onn the floor of the United States Senate and,
unfortunately--that was in April of 2000--unfortunately we just
iidn't have enocugh votes to get to cloture. Those of you who'll

remember about how the Senate works, there's something called the
filibuster. In order to shut down a filibuster, out of the one
hundred senators, you need to have sixty who vote to close off
u@ﬁ&;@, otherwise something can be filibustered or talked to
death. Which is what scome of you think I'm doing probably, but...
=
a

1

g
So we didn't have sixty votes. We were very close; we were like
three votes shy, three or four votes shy of being able Lo pass a
cloture petition. But that was the high watermark. 5So we pulled
back, we spent some time thinking about the arguments of the
critics and we have come up with a new kind of leaner wversion that
at the same times protects all of the core values that we sought
in the original amendment. And I have it in ?VQnt of you behind
this blue page. You'll see two amendments, House Joint Resoluticon
%1, or HJ~Res--{as they say on the hill)--9%1, or 5J-Res-35,
they're identical. You can see some of the sponscrs who are on
there., Other sponsors have come on since this was put up on the
web site, but this is the amendment that we are seeking.
Congressman Chabot held a hearing on May ninth before the
Constitution Subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee. There
were witnesses who testified in support of the amendment, one
witness who testified in opposition to the amendment. And vou
heard Congressman Shadegg today say he's very hopeful and I
reported that Congressman Armey told me he was very hopeful that
we will get a vote in the House before the end of the year. I'm
hoping before the August recess. But that is not g@iﬁg to happen
without a lot of work in the country. And so, again, Jjust for
purposes of reporting to you, I'm not giving a political speech,
but ‘just reporting to you about events that are going on. Many
people in the country are mobilizing now to contact their senator
and thelr congresspersons and asking them to support, in the case
of the congress, HJI-Res-81, in the case of the Senate, S8J-Res-35.
And not just support, be a co-sponsor and actively work to
champion the passage of the amendment. And for arguments both for
and against, I've included some written testimony that I submitted
and at the end of that there are a couple of appendices and one of
the appendices goes through kind of a point/counterpoint where a
person says, well, I'm all for victims' rights but they don’
to be in the Constitution. And there's a brief response to that.
Or, I'm all for wictims' rights but I aan*t like this idea of
victims being in the courtroom throughout the tri hejy
be excluded if they're going to be witnesses. And téeze‘a
response to that. There are lots of points and counterp
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one of the appendices. Well, here's the sad thing. We're
starting now to see a way clear of having lawyers be advocates i
the courtroom for victims. We've got some things to fight to
enforce, but still every day in some courtroom in America there's
a release proceeding and the woman, who was raped by the rapist
who stands to be released, %a3ﬁ¥t been told about it and deesn’'t
get a right to be heard. Every day, still, every day in our
country, parents of a murdered child are excluded from the
courtroom during a trial of their child's murderer. Every day
someone is released on parole without notice being given to the
victim or without an opportunity to be heard. And these
injustices continue day in and day out and Americans who hear
about this are shocked. They have no idea. If they're not in the
“ysteﬁ; if they haven’'t been thrust on the road to hell that
vou've all been on, they don't know about this. You have to tell
your stories. You have to communicate to the country. And I will
tell you this, and I believe this with all my heart, if you do
that and if you continue to demonstrate the courage that brought
you here today, you're going to make history. You're going to
change the history of America. You're going to change the
criminal justice system so that others who walk your road to hell
don't experience the same injustice from the court system. It's
bad enough to have the injustice from the murderer, the
perpetrator of the crime. You should not have to endure the
second victimization of having the system itself inflict
victimization on you. And that’s what the Constitutional
Amendment's all about. Why do we need it? Because nothing in the
country will change without it. I am going to be here until after
the meeting. If any of you feel moved to want to participate,

vant to give me your name and contact information, or authorize
Collene to give me your name and contact information, I'd be ver:
happy to communicate with you. We need your help and we need it
now. Thank you very much.

INEZ: Yes, vyou have a gquestion for Steve?

ELTON: As you know, Indian Nations are pre-constitutional and
they’re also @xtfawcsﬁstitatienal, And so many times when you
propose national legislation, you need to very deliberately
include Native ?m@rlcau language in there or ask the Native
American people if they want to be included or that there is at
least an option or there is at least a way for ih@m to opt in or
opt out has been the usual way to address that issue.

TWIST: 1In an earlier version, we explicitly included Indian
Country in the scope of the amendment. And we were told by many



of our Indian colleagues that that would not be appropriate. So
right now the amendment, if 1 n Section One, it says 'the
rights are hereby establishe all not be denied by any state
or by the United States.’ re was a federal prosecution
that arose out of Indian Country, t% rights would apply and they
would apply to Indian wvictims. If it 15 a 1968 Indian Civil
Rights Act prosecution on the reservation, the rights will not
apply because those are prosecutions under tribal law and we've
been told that it's appropriate not to include those. But, as an
advocate, I would say I would hope the Navajo Tribal Council, for
example, would enact this as part of their fundamental law. I
would hope the Pueblo Nation would enact this as part of their
fundamental law, and each of the nations would do that. 3o that's

J
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where we are. Thank vou.
INEZ: Please give Steve some applause. {applause) He's not
gzl g anywhere, so he's available afterwards to chit-chat or what
have you. And he's definitely a resource to use. Oops, Steve,

you dickens, you must wailt for the microphone,

TWIST: As you think about your stories, please think about these
questions because these are guestions that are very relevant, very
pertinent to the guestion of a constitutional amendment or
victims' rights generally. Were you given notice of every
proceeding in your case? And if not, what happened. What
happened there, not getting notice? Were vou ever excluded from
proceeding in your case? And think about it in the context of
not just trial, but any proceeding where you might've been
excluded. Were you ever allowed or denied the right to speak.
And specifically I'm interested in these times: whenever there was
a release after arrest, whenever there was a plea, a proceeding
involving a plea, whenever there was a sentencing proceeding or
anything related to sentencing or parole.

UNIDENTIFIED: Bond reduction?

IST: Any bond reduction because that relates to release. S
s there a right to speak at all of th@sg various times? And
re you allowed to speak? Or was that right denied? Were there
long delays in your case? And how long were they and what were
the reasons? And how did that affect you? Were you ever told
about a release or an escape? Or did they fail to tell you about
a release or escape? I mean, literally, we have some people who
have seen the perpetrator on the streets, not knowing that they've
been released from custody. Was your safety ﬂoﬁsiéér@é whenever
any decision was made about release, about plea bargaining, about
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sentencing, parole, parden, commutation, you name it. And then
what about restitution. Was your right to restitution protected?
These are the critical questions.

INEZ: Thank you, Steve
TWIST: Thank vou.

INEZ: Thank you. And just to give you a little bit of

formation as well, I have done a number of interviews and so
tomorrow when we're doing the interview, we typically work in a
one-on-one style and it's very conversational, back and forth. So
don't sit up tonight, you know, memorizing your answers That'
not wﬁat I'm looking for. We're just being cgagezsailsﬁais I
will guide you through, because, really, what we want to be able
to do is share ;@&z experience with others to help them. So
that's the objective. So if you're not going to be here tomorrow,
and vyou have something else on your mind that you'd like to share,
I'd like you to be able to go first. So anyone who's not going to
be here tomorrow, who's a victim that would like to share anything
at this ‘Juncture, I will give you the microphone. Please.

R. GOLDSMITH: I just wanted to say that I hope John Gillis, Mr.

Gillis, will take notice of the number of people in this room

t@day that sai@ they had no idea that the Office of Victims of
rime existed. And that was my point in, hopefully, trying to
evelop Someth1? to get the word out there that the coffice exists

for victims of crime.

ATKINSCON: There doesn't ever seem to be a place where victims can
go for resources. There's never a place for victims to go to
complain or to say this or that happened. And so initially we had
looked at an ombudsman program. And I think some states have had
them, but I'm thinking that in addition to having attorneys pro
bono re@f@s ent victims, perhaps consideration of an ombudsman
program, some central office, again, that would help victims with
what they are being denied. I mean, to gather that information, I
think it's gathered somewhat? When victims® rights are violated
but, again, where do they go to tell somebody I didn't get my

rights? When, in the first place, you might not even know you
have those rights. So that's something that we've thought about
that I think probably should still stay in the fore of something
that might need to be in conjunction with the attorneys. Thank

3

INEZ: Please, did you have a...?
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UNIDENTIFIED: ({(unintelligible)

Z: That's an excellent question, which I will let Jeannie
Gregori answer.

GREGORI: Well, a lot of vou already have my phone number and I've
spoken to you. You can continue to do that. My direct line, as
you know, it's 202-305-0083.

INEZ: Do you have an 800 number?

GREGORI: Do we have an 800 number?

GILLIS: No.

GREGORI: I didn't think so. We don't have an 800 number.

h. I have an e-mail. The e-ma
d then lower case r-e-g-o-r-1i€o]

INEZ: So what I'd lik
center here. We're go:
you wanted to make?

e to do is have everyone join me in the
ing to make a circle. Did you have a point

LAURENCE: I fjust wanted to add on to Steve Twist. I work in a

congressional office and just as a ttle bit of information, the

letters that actually get to the congressperson or to the senator,

if everyone writes the same r and 1t's more of a petition and
T ]

1
yone signs off on it, you may get a letter back depending--I
mean, from my congressperson, you would. I don't know from all of
them. And that would represent a number of people that would be
in support of the amendment. But I think that if you do that, is
great, but if you alsc would write a personal note about how it
would affect you or what impacted you and make it a personal
story, it goes a little bit further. So it's just a suggestion
that I had so that maybe your stories would actually get to the
person who's really going to make that vote and make that decision
whether to support the amendment or not, OK, that's all.
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INEZ: If I can get everybody to stand up and come and join me in

the center here. Trust me, it'll be worth it. Form a circle.

Well, I would like you to hold hands. And this is something, you
f ly, we

know, we did it at

Q k
the first roundtable sort of spontaneous
did it at the second If£

and feel like we should keep doing it. The
bottom line is, I'm here only because of Collene and John and
Patsy and Mary and the f@lkg that I met that just changed my life
in the sense of how important this issue is. And so I want to just
say that T have nothing bui the utmost respect for all of you. I
really thank you for being here. I thank you for your

graciousness, putting up with the technical hardships that we ha
The bottom line is that your voices, the things that you've said,
. It's going to be heard aﬁﬁ it's going to be
re going to learn from what you've said.
vou sincerely for just your goodness in

g5 you all. That's it.

it's geoing to matter
considered and people
h

GILLIS: Thank you, Inez.
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