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,. INTRODUCTION 

'>", 
~ .'. ~ 

M9 ny factors and theories have been set forth in the literature as 

explaining the occurrence of delinquent behavi~r. 1 And, as one might 

expect, the same literature indicates that no single sol~tron will el iminate 

the problem. 

Th'e present 'author bel iaves that a potentially useful way of pr'eventing 

'-deHnqttency +5 to: (1) "identi'fy those Itpdmaryll correlates presumed to 

cause and/or enhance it; and (2) provide the supportive aid, that s~ch corre­

lates seem to suggest, to pre-del inquent youth. However, what may we then 

provide a5 a reasonable conceptual or theoretical framework for identifying 

the relevant variables? _This author has provided such a framewo'j-k else­

where,2 and it is bel ieved that it reconciles the bulk of the empirical and 

theoretical lIterature. Very briefly, to summarize this perspective, it is 
• 

schools, are responsible in large part for the delinquency of youth in that 

they negate a child's identity(communal, cultural and per~ona1). Schafer and 
c, 3 

Polk, for example, show (1) how several "theories on del inquency have nega-

tfve school experiences as~ common explanatory variable, and (2) that 

there is a considerable evidence that students who violate school standards 

(e.g., truancy, tardiness, classroom derneanor, respect for authority, etc.) 

are more likely to become del inquent than those who conform to the imp1 ied 

standards. Somew!r;:'1t related to the latter point, they take the position 

vf~ the literature that: 
. 

II ••• The school ,not only fails to offset initial 

handicaps of lower income and minority group childrery, 

but actively contributes to thei.r educat,'ional failure 

and deterioration. While available data do riot allow 

us to assess the precise amount of the school's nega-

• 
J. 

.~ '-
tive effect, we take the position that it is 

probably considerable. If ·this is true, the 

school itself becomes an important active force 

in the generation of del inquency insofar as it 

i s lin ked to fa i 1 u r e . II 

With regard.to the qUGstfon of identity, Lopez-Lee (1972) states: 

'0 

~ ___ ....• ~5 ..• 9_ . 

I t has been shown that Hex i.can-AmericCln (M-A) .and 

Black children have poqrer conceptions of self 

• It than Anglo-American children. Moreover, there 
. 

is a growing literature indicating that a poor' 

self identity concept goes hand in hand with 

correlates of mental dysfunction. S With 
. . . . 6 

regard to M-A's in particular, researchers not 

on.1y unequivocally point to the n~.9ative self­

concept and associated poor academic pe~formance 

that the sc~ools produce, but assert or imply t~at 

providtng the conditions that enhance a Chicano!s7 

setf-id~ntity will tend to reduce sociall~ un-

acceptable behavi~r. An emphasis on ethnic pride 

has been shown to rehabil itate criminals, alco­

hol ics, drug addicts, and ?epressed societ~ drop~ 

outs, many of whom had been previously considered 

beyond help.S Gutte'ntag9 reports ~hat "Studies 

.-in countries other 'than the United-States have 

.shown that when high ethnic homog~neity and 

cohesiveness can be consciously maintained by 

state plCl;nning, 101d del inquency rates resuft ... " 
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It v/ould, therefore, seem reasonable to predict that providing a culturally 

supportive atmosphere for pre-del inquent Chic~no youth will attenuate the 

probabil ity of their occurence in the def(nquent ranks. 

ARRIBA--A ~upportive Program for Chicanos 

What follows is a summary resea~ch assessment and evaluation of the 
" 

final year of ARRIBA, a three year project addressed to minimizing del in­

quency via an educational/tutorial and culturally supportive approach as 

suggested by the, preceding. Hore specifIcallY, in project ARRIBA, pre-

del inquent youth are provid~d Mexican-American cultural his-tory, tutoring, 

counsel ing, and recreation in bil ingual/bicultural atmosphere. 'In other 
• t'. _.".... • ~ •• 

words, every effort conducive to developing a posi.tive self identity is' 

made. 

The general thesis of project ARRIBA is: Pre-del inquent Chicano child­

ren provide~ with ap educational/tutorial and culturally'supportive program, 

-administered by bil ingual Chicano$'~·~Ii.l1··hav~ a lower 1 ikel ihood to .delln-
, " 

quent {or deviant} behavior than children not 'onsu~h a program. Specific 

hypotheses tested and reported include: 

Children under Project ARRIBA will have greater 

'academic achievement .gains than a control group 

of chi 1 dren not on such a program: 

Children under Project ARRIBA vdl1 attain a greater 

positive self-identity than a ~ontrol group of 

children ooton such'a progr~am. 
\ . . 

• ,Children under Project ARRIBA will not be as involved 

~~ delinquent (or deviant) behavior as a control 

group of,children not-on such a program. 
'f 

.. 

.. 

,I 
{ 

J 
,J 
'I 
! 

i 
I 

The preceding hypotheses,were already found to be generally supported 
, . 

in'the second year evaluation report (the results of which ~re contained 

d f ) What >0110\"5 I'S ~ reiteration of the in Appendix I for rea y re erence • T, 

ARRIBA experience/experiment, the evaluation of ARRIBAls tllird action 

year, and then a concluding sectIon of the three year impact of ARRIBA. 
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Subjects 

Children, ages eight to thirteen10 Ninety-t\'Jo elementary school 

T\</elve of these chi ldren are from participated in the experimental group. 

The children in the experimental ARRIBA group were the ini~ial ARRIBA gr~up. 
" 

the 'lr school teacher, district agencies, their parents, either referred by 

recruited by the project1s youth workers,11 or they simply volunteered to be 

in the project. 12 There are 23 remaining children'of the initial control 

volunteers from a school district similar to that group of 48 spanish-surnamed 

of the initial experimental group. lhese two initial groups were matched on 

e ~hnic school enrollment (this data is the basis of: (1) the proportion of ~ 

) (2) economic status of the neighbor-contained fn the, results section, and 

. ) 13 hood (determined by home value assessment averages. While the control 

'/1 " til group served as a long term comparison group, there were more trans len 

. see use of South El Monte c~ildren not on types of controls used, e.g" 

ARRIBA in results section. 

Procedures 

I g'roup m~et at ARRIBA for two hours The children in the exper~menta 

, d"d d into twenty groups of about a day, twic~ a w~ek. They have been IVI e 

. d· ' .~I~n' ed two groups. A YO,uth work~r five each with each college stu en~ a~~~~ 

attends to one group on Monday and Wednesd~y, and the other group on 

Frl'day is a, preparation and youth worker idea Tuesdays and Thu rsdays. .' 

exchange day. The youth workers meet with their small group in lear.:.ni"ng 

centers, partitioned to minimize distraction. 
. . 

s 

" , 

" 

" 
J 

'" 

The youth worker~ Were selected on the basis of relative academic 

success, i.e" they graduated from high school and ar~ pre~ently attending 

coll~ge. Other- ,qUI'll ifications met by the youth workers are: (a) abil ity to 

speak Spanish, (b) sincerity of interest in working with'the youths, 

(c) residence in the area, and Cd) ability and patience in communicatrng with 
., 

the children. These qu~l ifications are assessed by three staff, and at least 

two representatives of the community. 

The b/o-hoUl'-per-day program has been structured to inc 1 ude cu 1 tura I 

education (e.g., history and art), tutoring, counsel ing, and recreation for 

the youths. The first, hour of the progra~ is devoted to cultural education. 

Topics covered are: t~exican-American (M-A) studies, remedial reading, arith-

metic, and .spelling. With regard to M-A studies, lesson plans have been 

developed which reflect the culture and history of the M-A in the Southwest, 
, '-14 

and are util ized as a teacher's manual to guide the youth workers in their 

discussion sessions. Other relevant guidel ine materials are continuously 

gathered and reproduced by the staff and the research consultant (the 

present author) for incorporation into the lesson plans. During the year, 

the youth workers are provrded htith in-service worksh~ps \'Jhich Cover such 

topics as the education, history, and psychology of the M-A. The research 

.consul tant· summar izes these workshop presentat ions for usage by the ARRI BA 

youth \\Iorkers. 

Some pf the 1 iterature sources employed by the proje~t staff for 
. . ~1exican-American cultured enrichment, and' basic academic development are 

included in the references section. Other 1 iterature from current periodi-

cals and magazines are also reviewed and included as part of the educational 

6 

I<~ 



• 

" 
. \ 

, . 

instruction (c.g., El Grito, Can Safos, local ized Hist~ry . « series, ~ensamieDtos, 

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, etc.). R d' ea Ing specialists from the Malabar 

SC,hool project (Los Angeles), S h out west R bional laboratory, Miller-Unruh, 

and other reading proJ'ccts in the h 1 d' . sc 00 Istrict in which the project is 

located, volunteer their training services for th~ youth workers in remedial 

reading techniques. The youth workers incorporate aspects of each 
. ' and tailor 

their knowledge of such according to th~ yo~th'~ individual needs. 

The second hour of the program is d d evote to primarily recreational 

activities. It is during their second hour that the children, taken one to 

·three at a time, are counseled or tutored. Youths in the program are en-

couragecl to bring in their homework from school and to complete' as much as 

they ~an on their own before turnl"ng t h o t e youth worker for assistance 

during this second hour. S • upervlsed recreation !n the center include such 

",_.9a.rneS,as: arts Clnd cf::oft" nool t bl . ,~ • ''"'._ ""., I" ., _ a, e games" puz7-1 e~ ... and.~checkers,. 

Periodical field t . h . rips are sc eduled: camping, movies, ·baseball·games, beach 

trips, concerts t and amusement/recreaiional parks. 

Self-awareness sessions are often including durl'ng the recreational hour, 

as \,/e11. These types of sessions help the youth become aw~re of his physical 

self in relation to his surroundl'ngs d an toward~ other individuals. Aware-

ness about similarities d d'ff . an I erences are emphasized j particularly pointing 

to the youth's positive attributes. Th~St by presenting differences, and 

similarities between youth in a pleasant atmosphere, tolerance for other ethnics 
, ' 15 . 

may be fostered. Each Y9uth 'IS 11 d _ ca e by his first name, and is asked to 

speak about his activities during the earli.er part of h d t e ay, while the other 

youths are encouraged to listen attentive)\J· untl'1 ,'t" IS h' , t elr turn to-speak. 

The session [s made as pieasant as,'possible,. Criticism is avoided, and the 

'. 

1 

child (s aflowed to express his feel ings without anyone putting words into 

his mouth. The idea is to have the youth become a\'/are of a positive feeling 

in himself through expression. It is bel ieved that th'is ~ositive self expres­

sion will allow the youth to develop self-confidence. 

Experimental Design and Measures 

During the first fiscal year (1970-1971), the program of ARRIBA did not 

formally begin until April of 1971, because much of that time was employed 

in structuring our approach in a manner which smoothly related to the school 

'district, relevant agencies, and community people, thereby 'insuring the sta-

bil lty of a long range program. It was initially proposed that we assess from 

ichool records and Los Angeles County Probation department records, the kind 

of child that v/ould most benefit from ARRIBA. Had this approach been employed, 

WE! \-/Quld have .ther.l .s.tar..tec;l our ,na.rrovli('tg . .dov!n"tO . ...eXp.edOlen.ta.Land_c..on.tr.ol 

groups from an initial sample size ~f about 360, Instead, we were constrained 

to an initial sample size of about ninety.16 Since the number pf potential 

del)nquents is small for a sample size of 360, let alone 90, it was necessary 

to establish a co~tro1 group (see subject selection section) outside the 

target area. Even with the addition of a control group of 100 children, we 

would still be looking at small numerical frequencies, This type of situation 

often results in no statistical significance between grou~s when, in fact, 

there might be real differences. Thus, the decision to include complementary 
, -

measures which have been shown by the 1 iterature t~ be highly correlated with 

other typf,:i~ of socially unacceptable (but less se;·ious) behavior, i.e., 

teach~r behavioral performance assessments, s~lfconcept assessments (via self 

draw'i ng$o), arid tested acadsm i c performance assessments (v i~ the Wide Range 

Achievement Test). 

8 ... 
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For the sake of organizational clarity, th~ specific ~pproaches u~ed in 

' .. 
measuring the util ity of ARRIBA for the third program year are contained 

in the results and discussion section. The results of the second progr~m 

year are contained in Appendix I for ready reference. 
'. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Tho rC~iUl to lll1d dir.cussion· subsections consist of: (1) delinquency stnt.is-

tics; (2) toachcl' behavio:t":ll ass~ssmontfi; (3) i'ado Rnnge Achievement Test (HUAT) 

gain:::; (4) gains in self conc0pt (pictorial); and (5) cor.alluni ty pa.rticipation. 

Dclinout-ncy St-?t.intics 
• r .. _*-- ..... c" eo-. ..... ~ __ 

Project lu1iUBA in it f D fi:r::d~ l3ub:rii ttcd proposal to CCCJ for !'undinE; bee;imlillg 

July 1 ,1970. noted that thera Has a total of .1Q.Z l:'ofcl.'rals from tho targot area 

census trac'CD ('ruble 1) ~ This data was taken fro:n tha HI 652 Juvc'mile ~lofcrral s 

Report issued by t.he;') Los Angeles Count.y Probation Dapartment. (There Horo only 

four ca:nrms "cructs i11 10s i'..ngoles county that produced mori:) than 50 probat.ion 

referrals. OnG of the eensus tracts designa.ted for ARHIBA services nas Wtong 

the four.) , 

C~HSUS TRACT 

Table 1 

4337 

NO e OF REFERR/:1S TO 
PROBATION DEPARTNENT 

53 

45 

9 

At the timo of the prosont :m~~ysis there wore 92 charges being hal'ldl0d 

by ARRIBA. There were 247 other charges previously associated "lith ARRIBA. 

.0£ the 92 ch:lrges, two have ~cen wardu of. the COUl't; both <::lfiCS h:lve b~on dis ... 

ra1l>sed. Of those 247 chnrge:; pl'Gviously associated vIi th ARRIBA, eight have been 

nuga.tivcly involved 'i-1ith juvenile court!7 

. Delinq~encjr ha.s docreascd drmnatic:U.ly in the arcn serviced by ARRIBA n.~ 

one may ob~crve by contr::tsting T~blc 2 '\-1i th Tnblo 1. Even though the overill 

population andSpaui!Jh-surnmoed !,ercentaee composition (of tho schools). has becri 

increasing (Tr..blos 3 & 4), there H~S only a tot;l~ of .€1 referrals for the year 1973. 

10 
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, . TAble 2 

.' . . ' : .. 

\ ... 

O'i:NSUS rI'ru~CT 

q,:3)4. 

4335 

4337 

TAble :3 

NO. OF REFERRALS TO 
PRQBNl'ION DEPARTHENT 

20 

29 

12 

.. Spruli~h ... surnarno Compor~i tion of 

Schools that aro Sorviced by ARRIBA 

1971 I 1972 

Porc~mt S-S 5403% 63.5% 

NUl11bor of. s-s 2.964· 3,191 

Table 4 

Tracts that comprise tho Area Serviced oy ~~RIBA 
i' .' I * ,~ 

J:;tne 1971 Jan. 1~72 J:m. 1973 

14.200 . 15.200 17.000 

. ~Esti.lllates based on city plannine census information. 

The ~uthor realizes that data from the control «ron (provided in the se­

cond year report)~rQ missing in this section. This occurred as a r~su1t of dis-

ruptions in the rosearch portion of the program d~ring the. end of tho program 

year. Because of such disruptions time r:2S not available in \OTln.eb to obtain 

such inform:ltion. 
• , •• a • 

It is re:llized that the proceding dat2. is cqrrelation~.l in nature. Never .. 

thcless. it is beliaved (~n light of the othe~ data) that ARRIBA is in some 

"":1.y.responsible for the ~pparont decline of delinquency in the area. 

11 

" 

Teacher BehDvioral Assessments 

To obtain an outside assessment of pr;oject ARRIBA, teachers were asked to 

provide a citizenship and academic eValudtion of ARRIBA ~hildren. It is ~ssumed 

that this approach serves as'a reasonably accurate assessment of positive and/ 

or negative behClviors to\'/urd society in general. Similarly, this type of in­

formation should probably ~lso be considered as being a fairly direct indica­

tion of Project ARRIBA's efficacy in minimizing future del inquent behavior. 

Indeed, it would appear that the type of data included in this section would 

be most useful in assessing other del inquency programs such as ARRIBA which: 

(1) have '(levi youth in.the program, e.g., less than 150 children, (2) consist 

primarily of relatively young pre-del inquent youth, e.g., less than 14 years 

of age, and (3) have conditions which preclude complete control over the 

systematic selection of charges~ 

.. -only-thO'se -1:eachei's-·\·:ho-se-'ch+ 1 dren"''Paf'·t~~c+pu.t·ed ~·i·n-·ARR·t·BA·*took~ pa.r t·. To 

minimize the perception that the teachers might be assessing ARRIBA itself, the 

following two things were done: 

(1) A number of boys,. equal to that number from ARRIBA 
within a class, were randomly selected (whether 
Anglo or Chicano). 

(2) The following instructions were provided: 

Dear Teacher: 

We are presently engaged in a small research project 
with a local university. This project involves the 
development of an evaluation instrument. We have 
selected a stratified random sample of students from 
your cl ass. 

Please indicate Benito Juarez 's progress or 
regression since .19 in each of the 
follovling areas by pJacing a check in the spaces pro­
vided. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

12 
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Tables 5a through 7b summnrize the teacher assessments. Only 80 of the 

92 charges were incl.uded; 6 (including t.hr:~e Anglo chi)dr.en) were excluded 

because their uegrees of participation had been less ,than two.months. The 

remaining five Anglo children who had been on the program more than two months 

vlere not included because for the comparisions involved their inclusion VJOuld 
'. 

have been relatively meaningless. The randomly ~elected controls included 54 

Chicanos and 37 Anglos. 

It is rccog~ized that for the obtained data there is a lack of a common 

reference point. This may be said to b e true, by definition, of all experi-

mental programs such as ARRIBA wherein the experimental group, ~y design, has 

not been randomly selected. Simply translated~ this means th3t while ARRIBA 

Chicanos may have shmo.[n more personal performance improvements than the Chi­

cano controls, ARRIBA Chicanos may actually be "vJOrse" in their "real world" 

behavior. This is a reasonable contention. It doei not follow, however, that 

inferences'based on data from such a common "quasi-exp.erimental" design may 

not be made concerning the efficacy of programs such as ARRIBA. The key con-

ccpt here is the dynam i c of teacher perce ived "performance improvement. II 

From the research literature, one .... ,ould have expected ARRI.BA Chicanos (pre­

sumably consisting ~f youth more disposed toward delinquency) to show a per-

ceived performance decl ine (certainly no perceived improvel!1ent) in contrast 

to the control Chicanos, i.f ARRIBA were not effective, no matter the IIreal 

world" correspondence of the perceived behavior •. (IIReal world" performance 

correspondence assessments may be inferred from the other reported data. 

Indeed, this is, in part, a reason for the existence of the other datq.) 

As the tables indicate, all 0f~the tables were in,the predic~ed di~ection 

of more improvement being shown for ARRIBA Chicanos. in c~ntrastto control 

.) Chicanos,with several being statistically in·· favor ·of ARRIBA. 
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Tab Ie 5 a. Obedience 

,Worse 

fa 
ARRIBA Chicano lIS ~" 

9 
Chicano I <O.71c. 

CONTROLS 0 

t Anglo D C'Jo , , 

Table Sh. Dependability 

Worse 
7· 

ARRIBA Chicano .~.SOJo 

8 

Chicano \"'.90]0 

CONTROLS 2. - Anglo '5',5' "lo 

Table S,c. Courf:oesy 

Worse 

AllliIBA Chicano I' 8.5<?o 
\2. 

Chicano 2'2."3~" 
CONTROLS '3 

>- Anglo 8,2 "70 

Table 5d. Work Habits 

• 
Worse' 

\ l. 
ARRIBA Chicano 13.70'/0 
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~ 
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14 

. Same Better :- (! 

Chi-square 
Values 

J4.\4 )?<-.os:' 

}~.89) p<.o~ 

3Co 35 
45.D"7~ 41.5'70 

'L7 15. --
50.o'?p 333"70 

2.1, I~ 

("'2.\ ?o 31.99p 

Same Better 
37 % 

4b.1.'1o 45:070 

30 leo 
'5'5".5% 1.':).(./1" 

22- . ': \-:l 

"'SCJ. "1 '70 

Same 
~o 

50.D"l~ 

24 
.t\~.4 ~o 

2."2-

59.~'7o 

-

Same . 
38 

,47/S?c 
2.2.. 

40.7'70 
2.0 

51.0? .. 

'3~.\,?o 

Better 
~3 

-4 \ . '.2- C?o 

18 
·:;3.,0;0 

\'2.. 

' '32.~ 0;0 

Better 
'31 

:'8..89" 
2.0 

37,0'70 ' 

13 
35.1 '70 

J 
f--<-, 

,J 

JI.10~ ~).'l.O 

}2.A9) p <.. \S" 



f .' 
'. 

; . 

'. 

'. 

*Chi-squa 
Values 

10, GI 
rZ O!' 

. 

~ 

~ 

r->-

-

TEACHER ASSBSSHENT SllNHARIES OF 
~ClIOLASTIC PERFO~lM1C}~ AND AT!ENDAJ.~CE 

Table 6. Overall Scholastic Performance 

Worse Same ~ 

r;) :,U ,3~ 

ARRIBA Chicano ~. 'l CZI) -4'5,00;" 4"0:"'"' o:.~ I", 

'. -
,r. Chicano ~ lG 2.."2-

CONTROLS 
\\.2.'70 ",,\8, \ "70 40.7 'Yo 

2.:. . ,\7 \8 
~ Anglo '5.s o

fo i 45,90/0 4t).~e;o 
... " 
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Table 7 a., Absences 

ore s· arne FeHer 
1 "'\B f-.S 

ARRIBA Chicano 8.S "10 GO.C~7" 3\.2'''/0 

7 31 \fO 
CONTROLS 

Chicane 1"2..9~ .. 57A~o 1..'3, C:."7o . 
-> -0 . ~ '"" .. "33 ' ' .. ", -

" "~'B~',\ ? .. ~ Anglo O<JI) IO.~C',1o 
" . 
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Table 7b. Ta+,diness 

More s F -. arne ewer 

~D.O'7,1 

. ' ' 

. . ' 

\Sd? 
r~·o\ 

r--: 

, . 
'--

ARRIBA Chicano 

Chicano 
CQNTROLS 

. Anglo 

-.. : .,,~ ..•• -.;.~-' 

. . 

\\., " 

\3.1~<:I 

10 
\ ~.SS OJ. 

2 
5.S CSJo 

... ' . 
15 

45' 2A-
Sb.3?o 

2.1 17. 
0 0 .0'70 . '.?\.5'7 .. 

.' '-.---
3"\ , ' . 

I • 

~\,~'7o " 2.7i:J/ 

.. ~ 
• 

I 

, -

. '; 

J'~.73 )p>~(i~ 
JI7.S\) -p.".D\ 

" I 

.. 

" 
" 

,', 

stances ARRIDA Cllicnno~ fared better than the Anglo group. Since ARRIBA 

is presumed to have more than a 110n ' s share of potential del inquents in 

terms of ref~rrals, these results are strongly indicative of ARRIBA's 

apparent success. 

" 
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WRAT,Gains 

The WRAT \'Jas selected for use by ARRIBA because: (1) it is relatively 

brief,' (2) it appears to be less culturally biased than other performance 

tests and t (3) two of its sub-tests (reading and spell i~g) are of obvious 

interest to programs such as ARRIBA Which serve predominantly Spanish-sur-

named ch i 1 dren. 

The \.JRAT \'las to be used only on the ARRIBA population as a relati,:,ely 

quick diagnosti,C:: tool in the areas of reading and spelling. However, m1e 

may make some inferences concerning the effectiveness of ~RRIBA in contrast 

to two "quasi-controls:" the randomly selected sample on \'Jhich that ~JRATts 

norms are based, and a rough compositive sample of what the generally ob-

served performance is for Spanish-surnamed (S-S) samples. The ~/RAT group 

norms indicate.a.8 of a school year gain for B months of"a school year, and 

0.6 to a.7 of a ~choolyear gain is a conservative specification of what the 

typically observed gain is for S-S groups.19 

To be useful, the HRAT is typically administered \'/hen the chi td first 

enters the program at any time of the year. However, for the second pro­

gram year ARRIBA was able to pre-test 28 of these children in September of 

1971 and post-test 19 of these in June of 1972. Of these 19, 12 were pre-

and post-tested for the third program year. The performance gains of these 

children are 1 isted in Table 8. The pre-to post-te~t gains were all statis­

tically significa.nt. The gain in, reading (over 19 months) is much greater 

(almost thrice as much) than that one would expect for groups similar to the 
20 

two llquasi-controls" mentioned above. The gain in spell ing was only 51 ight-

.1y better than expected,.while the gain in mathematics was less than in the 

preced i ng yea r. 

17 
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TABLE VIII· 

. 'tVIDE RA::TGE ACIfIEVEMENT TESr,p PERFORMANCE r1EANS (PRE-AND 
POST-TEST) FOR ONE YEAR OF A SAMP~E OF ARRIDA CHILDREN (TWO-YR. GROUP) 

I Reading Test Spelling Test f Mathematic~ Test 

~~~..:=.t ~_+_!..: e ___ p'o ~_ Gai~"'_I .. _."!r ~_~~_~~~, __ ,_ ... ~.,:=;-_. __ ~~~~ __ ~""'.~!l_ . 
A I 4.4 6.8*. 1.9 3.7 . ~L 3;\> 1.6 . 4.2'· 4.2 0 j 0 

. .. I'M ... 

B 5.0* 8.8* 3.3 I 3.? ..... ?'.?:. 1.6 1 5.0* 6.7{r 1.7 

C 4 .1 * 4 . B 0 • 7 3 • 9 5 • 0* 1 .1 i . 3 •. 6. . 4 ~ 7 1 .,1. 

D 4.4 -.. ~ ~..:...~. ". ..,. ......... . 
4.a I 

1'.8 2.9 5.0 0.7 I 5.3 4.8 ··0.6 
._ .................... r'1"':t~'·.~.- _.-... _ ..... _~_ .... " -;_ .... .....;..,..:.::...~.-:-;-.~":' ... :.-~t!.::· .. ,,:,,:,=-"::.:: .. ':"':':..:, .....:.._-.:. .. _ .. _._._ .. t.--'-- • .....: ...... "*_.--;:; •• ;o;~~t.: .. .",. ....... 1: 

8.1* 

I 3·9 

I 1.9 
I 

E 

F 

G 

10.9* 2.8 4.2 5.3 1.1 4.5 6.3* 1.8 

4.2 0.3 2.9 3.4 0.5 3.2 3.2 b.o , 

2.1 0:2 1.7 1.7 0.0 I 2.8 2.6 ··0.2 
; -

H . __ ---j_~~_3 •. _________ _;.--_:__-------
I I 2.3 

7.8* 2.5 5. 01 6.on 1.0. 3.0 3. O· 0.0 ............ _.,.. ....... -- -
.. 

4.8 2.5 2.3 3.3 1.0 4.2 4.9 0.7 

J. 

K 

( I 

I 8.4 i ; 

"8.1 * 
I 

11. 7'* 3.3 4. 5'~ 

10.1* 2.0 6.0* 

5.5*' 1.0 3.0 3.2 0.2 

6.0* 0.0 4.5 4.2 -0 .• 3 

L l 6.1* 7.1~~ 1.0 3.1' 4.5 0.8 5.5·:~ 5.7 0.2 
-_.. . ..... ___ ... ! .... ~ .. , . ,t. f ._ ........... _.~._ ... :._ ,~ •• -- .. --... - ... ~----.---- _ ...... _..:.._,;, ... _-_ ........ -p--------.---.::...:..--. 
~~!:~_~ ___ . ~_~.~-~~. 7.12 1.95 3. 84 .. ~:_T~_ .. _.~_ .9_·.~T. . ... ~.~.T.--....... ~_~.~? .. _ ... 2..:1§ ... 

-'j t=5 .9~ ,di'=.II',l? .. < .... QI._ .... _ .. __ ._~.::.?:.~~.~.1..~:~~~_!..p~ .. _~~ __ :. _ .. __ ~.:f. . .:.§J_~.A.~=-lI.L:p~~~..,.. 

*Children performing at or above grade level. 

. ,-, 
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Of the newly acquired children in ARRIBA's third program year, 21 were 
... 

similarly pre- and post-tested. Tho ~eported gains were only 51 IghtlY above 

~he expected (Table 9). This may be related to the fact, that during the 

first half of the scho6l yeer, ARRIBA was Inoperatfve for almost three months 

due to internal problems. Of eight children who were on ARRIBA for its last 
'. 

5 months of operation, the proportionate gains (Table 10) V/ere almo.st identi­

cal to those reported in the second year report (twice the expected in reading 

and spelling, ~nd approximately the expected in mathematics). This contrast 

strongly suggests that when in operation, ARRIBA Is helpful to the children , 

in academic areas. 
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TABLE IX 

WIDE RANGE ACHIEVEMENT'TEST PERFORMANCE MEANS (PRE-AND 
POST-TEST) FOR ONE YBAR OF A SAMPLE OF ARRIBA CHILDREN (ONE-YR.GROUP) 

I . Reading Test Spelling Test I r~athematics Test . 
I "'" .. " ... _: .. ,_._ .• "'_' ...... _.. "._ ..... _._" _. ___ . __ .. ,," _ .. _ ... ,.. _......... ".' ....... --" - .- •. -.-----
I . I . 

Subjects II Pre Post Gain : Pre Post Gain i Pre Post Gain ' .. ,. " ... - -- -.----- -... -.-.--r--."-.-.----------.. ----.--J --- _.J __ 
1. ! 3.6* 4.2;f 0.6 2.6 4.7* 2.1 ! 2.8 3.0 0.2 
2 ! 2 • 9 3 • 6 0 • 7 3 • 0 * 2 • 5 . •. 0 '. 5 3 . 0 ii 3 . 6 0 . 6 
3 ! 1.9 3.2 1.3 2~2 3.0 0.8 3.6 3.9 0.9 
4 ! 1 . 4 1 . 7 0 . 3 1 . 3 3 . 0 1 . 7 1 . 2 2 . 3 l_LL-. 
5 l '6 :"5"'-' -· .. ·'t: 5 ... '''1::''0''''·'-- 4.7 '5-:-5" o. 8 J 4-.5 6.1 1.6 
6 15.0 5.9 0.9 4.75.3 0.6 4.2 4.7 0.5 
7 t 1 . 3 2 . 8 1 . 5 I 1 . 5 3 . 2 1 . 7 . 2 .. 6 2 . 6 0 . 0 
8 I 6 . . . 4 

l& 1- U·-···--~:r·······U·-:--·1- ~t··--tl-·--t~·---j_t~--·-F!--tt .. ·-
11 .. I 2.1 2.5 0.4 I 1.2 i 1.8 0.6 i 2.6 2.2 -0.4 

... i;------T-"~: g-.. ---~:t--.. i-~·g- ----l- ~ .. : ~---" .. ~ ... ~:.~ .. - .--? :~-I +'.~':'~-~"-":."~: ~ .---=:.g: ~-,,-
14 I 1.1 1.9 0.8 I 1.2 2.3 1.1 ,2.2 3.2 1.0 
15 \ 1.6 2.3 0.7 I 1.7 2.3 0.6 : 1.8 3.0' 1.2 

i~ !. iJ ...... ~:} .... ~J. " .. l-;:·~··- .. ·t·~- .. ---U·· +H-·-·-··-~·:·~· .. · .. -:~":-}--" 
18 : 2.5 4.8* 2.3 12,7 2.9 0.2 2.4 3.9* 1.5 
19 1 3.9 4.2 0.3 i 1.5 3.0 1.5 2.6 2.4 -0.2 
20 1.1 1.9 0.8 : 4.2 4.0 -0.2 4.2 5.3 1.1 
21 _~_,~:.~ ..... 5 .. 9 .......... 9!.~-, ...... -.l. ?.7 '.. 3 .. 2. ... __ .;1. .•. 2 .... __ 1 3.0." .u •• ~!.~. ___ •• =!. .•• _2 __ _ 

Means j .. ? t~~·.I29~·d1~20~P 0<. ~~1 . i 2t:~ .19:d~~;6 ,p I.. ~ oi9-+?t!-~·.20,-d·~~~·~-:p-<Q: ~~ 

. *Children performing at or above grade level. 
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I TABLE X 

WIDE RANGE ACHIEVEMENT TEST PERFORMAUCE MEANS (PRE,.AND' 
POST-TEST) FOR ONE YEAR OF A SAMPLE OF ARRIBA CHILDREN (FIVE MONTH GRP.) 

i Reading Test .1 S~elling ~.e~.~ ... ___ . ~ ~ ... +. :Math~~a~_~.c:..~.!:.,:;~:--
Subjects ~ . :Pre Post Ga.in I ... Pre Post Gain j Pre . Post Gain -- -" .. ,"--_ .... + _.- -. -'-"-"-'-- ----------. '-4 -. --..:.-- .-.-.-.~ .. ---r .--'-- ._ .... _ .. _ .. --._-... _.-,..---

1 I 2.9 5.3 2.4 . ! 2.6 3,7 1.1 I 3.9.· 4.2 0.3 I \ . t • 

2 I 5 • 5 * 7 . 2 * 1 • 7 i 3 . 9 5 • 0 1 • 1 I 2'. 6 2 • 4 - 0 • 2 

3 ! 3.0 3.8 0.8 I 2,,2 2.7 0.5 I 2.4 3.2 0.8. 
t 1 • • . . . 

I .: 8 6 
-0.1 .... L. .. ~:_3 ._. , ...... ~ .. ~~ .... __ ... ?:~ ....... 1..~. ... __ .. ?' 

I 4.4 5.0* 0.6 I 3.2 
I 

1.5 

4 3.6 3.5 

5 9.3* 10.1* 0.8 3.6 

6 1.8 2.2 0.4 0.8 2.6 2.2 

7 2.0 2.3 0.3 1.1 1.2 0.1 2.7 3.2 

8 12.2* 14.9* 2.7 8.5·f 9.7* 1.2 3.0 3.0 ... .j .. -or • ~ .*' -~ . , " ... ~ ... ~. --- .,~ . 
Mea.ns . t 5.04 6.16 1.12 i 3.31 4.01 0.70 2.90 3.18 

'-: ... -.. - ._. ·_-1' "_' -I. '. .' "- .... , ." .. ,- ..... -... , 

0.8 

0.4 

··0.4 

0.5 

0.0 

0.28 
'!'- - •• -. 

I t=3.09,df=7,p <. ~Ol t=~. 70 ,df=7 ,p < .01 t=l. 79, df=7 ,p rJ. 06 

.. 
';'(Children performing at or above grade level. 
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Gains in SDlf~Con~ept (Pictorial) 

Upon entrance to ARRIBA (at any ti~e of the year), ea~h cWild is 

requested to dl"a\-lCl picture of a male, a fema(e, and himsel'f. For this 

test the boys are provided with fine point color pens (felt tipped). As 

in the case of tile \/'RAT AnRIBA bl ' ,1\ was a e to pre-test 32 of its children in 
.' " 

~eptember 1971 and pos~~te5t 20 of t.hcse'ln June of 1972. Of these, 12 were 

pre- and post-tested for the third program year. Similar pre- and post-

test data were obtained 23 of those 211 Chicanos who were initially pre and 

post-tested from the control area during the secona! progr.am year. 

The two judges used to assess the p ictul"es ···/ere b .~ oth professo~s of Chicano 

Studies, Cal ifornia State University at lo\'~ Angeles. Th . d ~ . e JU ges .were ! nstruc-

. ted to evaluate each child's drawing of hims~1f in t~rms of a IIChican~ per-

"~pective. Both, ra.ter.s.wer,~ Led to.b,~i i~v.~ . ...tb~t._th~ 88 • t . 1 .... pp~c; ur.c>.,.p.rotoco 5 

being evaluated were all'from th~ sam~ po~ulation. E~ch judge rated and eval~ 

uated each childls self picture (pre- and post-test) employing the follovling 

forma t: 

, . 

looking at the child's drawIng of himself how would 
you rate the child's self-image in terms of other 
children? iCircle appropriate number}. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Very No Very 

Nega t ive Diff. Positive 

What is the skin color of the child"s drawing of: 

Himself . . . ~ 
(',; 

The Male 
--------~~~----~----

The Female· 
----~--~--------~-----

22 
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Disparities bet\'leen'the judges for the scale item \-/ere spl it, e.g., if one 

judge's rating (~las 5-and the other's \-Jas 6 for a child's picturc$ the 

'picture was given a composite of 5.S Consid~ring the fact that only one 

scale item \'Jas emp.1oyed, and an elusive item being eva'luated at that, it 

was s.urprising.,to find such a high degree of inter-ju~g: agreement. Inter-' 

judge rel iabil ity, employing Pearson's product-momen;~orre~ation, was' 

r=.S6 and r=.44 for the' pre-and p.ost-test picture ratings, respectively. 

Both correlat!ons were significant beyond the .01 level of confidence. With 

regard to judge disparities in reported skin coloration, a third judge (also 

unaware of the d!fferent populations represented in the picture protocols) 

made the final decision. 

The.composite ratings obtained for the pre- and post-test self drawings 

for ARRIBA and control group Chicano~ were subjected to an unweighted means 

analysis of ~ariance see (Tables 11 a~d 12). As indicated, there were no 

~veral1 statistically significanf differences reported for the testing 

(T
1 

-,T
2

) variable or the Experiment~l vs. Control ~E -' nE) ~roup variable. 

However, a graphi~ illustration of the results (Figure 1) suggests a greater 

gain in positive self-identity in contrast to the control group very similar 

to that found dUiing the'second year program year report., 

Of the new additions to ARRIBA's third program year, 22 were pre- and 
, . 

post-tested. There was a. gain in positive self-ident!ty (from a mean of 4.18 

'to 4.59) which approached statis.tical significance (t= 1.22, p-.12, one-

tC)i1ed) • 
. . 

Both of the above apparent gains ... Jould have perhaps .been more pronounced 

were it not for the rather lengthy disrupti.on of the program (almost three 

months). Th~ relatively strong gains madeb~ the 5-month ARRIBA group on the 

23 
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TABLE 11 
SUJrJlll~ry of Unw3iGhted.d lt!Dans An~lysis 'of Vari:anc~ PerformGd on 

the Pre- and Post-test (T1-'£2) Self-drmd.n~s for 
ARRIBA Experim.ental and Control Group (E-l1J'E) Chicd.110.s 

Source of' Variance Sums of Squares elf J'~e<J.n Sq. F P 

Betwe,en Subjects 2!±. 
E ... nE 1.2364 1 1.23~ 1 .. 70 .20 

Subj. l-T .. grpso 2:3.981~2 )3' . .. 7268 
. 

Hithin Subjects -11 
~,,, ;,- -. ........... _ .. 

" . 
T1-T2_ .. "0.3532 1 03.532 - -
Fr-nE x T1-TZ ,0.0226 1 .0226 - -. 

T1-T2 x error ')6.3646 33 1.'10'20 
within . 

L.....-. 

.. 'I 
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TABLE ;2 
S~~p~ of Self-image Judgements. 

Tpre Tpost Gains 

AHRIBA .4'.33 I 'll,~ 6,3 0030 

CONTROL 4.76 4076 .. 0 ... , , ...,) 

'\ 

.. 
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Judged 
Positive 

S~lg:-::f!:!!~ge 

5-.0, 

4.8. 

4.6 

4.4 

4.0 

'. 

.i .. . 
0 ....... --------00 CONTIlOL 

- ;.... ,,-
,'/ 

" 

t, 
.;. .. 

Pre-test 

-J 
,,'1- ARRIBA· 

,,-

Post-test 
, . '. 

li'igure 1. Illustration ~'t Poni ti ve S.elf ... ldenti ty Gain f.or 
ARRIBA inContr2.st to no q:rl.n for .. Control Group. 

. . 
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WRAT sub~equent to this disruption is supportive of this. 

Consistent with the preceding, and unl ike the second year report, there 

were only sl ight increases in the number of children using the colot brown 
- \ 

for skin coloration In all the groups of children (Ta~le 13). 
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Tabl~ 13 

Sununary '£.".b10 of Youth Usingth2 Color BrOHn 
foX' Skin Colol"::ttion i'l'om .Pl'o .... test. to Posrt .. telltlJ 

Dl'm-r.i.nr:; Pro· .. Tcst Post-.Tc::,t 

Self (10) 1103 .. .5% ' (1l~) 60,,9% 
CONTROL - . 

(2",yr .. grou.p) Hale (7) 30"L~% (12) 52.2% 
n": 23 

(9) 39.1% (12) 52.2% Female 

Self (2) 16417% ': (6) .50' .. 0% 
'ARlU.DA 

(3) 2.5.0% (3) .2500% (2 .. yr. group) Halo 
n = 12 

(2) 16. 7';~ (4) 3" 3{11, " Female oJ" i'J 

Self (8) 36.4'% (12) .54.5'% 
ARRIBA 

(11) .500;0% (9) 40.9% (1-yro group) H~e 

n = 2~ 
(11 ) .50.0% (10) 45 .. .5% Female. .. . ,~ 

" . 
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Community Participation 
(!I 

An area difficult to mea5ure, but nevertheless eXistJnt, is the extent 

to which ARRIBA involved community adults in community activities. One may' 

take a very conservative posture and say that ARRIBA involved people only 

in the events to be indicated-- and no more. Or, one may make the more 

reasonable contention that many of .these involved,adu1.ts .enjoyed their in-

volvement and will probably participate in many future activities that they 

may not have,.were it not for th~ stimulus of ARRIBA. With regard to this 

involvement, very briefly, ARRIBA had four major events 'in their third year' 

with the accompanying number of adults participating: 

Mexican Independence (16th of Sept.) 
Christmas 

, ..... ~Rumm8.g.~)-~£.;,)..l>e 
Cinco de 'Hayo 

Volunteers 

200 (esti.) 
500 (est i .) 

-"911 
201 

With regard to volunteers who help ARRIBA on an on-going basis, the 

tqtal quarter-to-quarter number is broken down as follows for the third year: 

1972-1973 Vo l.unteers New Volunteers 

July-Sept. 20 Q 
Oct.-Dec. 60 30 
Jan.-Hareh 26 13 
Apr il-June 44 - . \ .28 

The preceding data suggests that ARRIBA has perhaps resulted in the develop-

ment of Community ,pe~ple who may now participate to greater extent in, 
. 

Community affirs than they had previou~ly. 

29 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 

The results of this three year study taken together tend to support all 

three hypotheses. It is not clear to this author how'a setting such as ARRIBA 

could not help but improve the self concepts of Chicano children and subse­

quently some 01 the other report~d behaviors. It may still be contended by 

some, however, that because the var'ious thpes of obtained data occurred subse-

quent to ARRIBA, it is not clear whether we are merely looking at correlations 

of the same outcome, i.e., the improved self concept is not clearly responsi­

ble for the other ~pparently improved ,behaviors, Such a contention notwith-

standing, it may nevertheless be argued that the program of ARRIBA$ which is 

in almost every conceivable way designed to be the counseling, recreational, 

tutorial, or educational aspect of the program, is re§ponsible fo~ th~ result-

i ng posi five 'bellav i oral gaOi /is. ., t cannot" be overemphasIzec! fhCl t "1 C"j s unrca 1-

istic, lnoeed probClbly immoral, to initiate real world action programs such 

as ARRIBA which do not involve as many way~ as we may have at our disposal 

in aiding pre-del inquentyouth. 

It goes without s~ying that the schools must move in a direction of 

'supporting a culturally plural istic framework, rather than, just supporting 

only that of the Anglo-'Saxon. For example, in the teacher behavioral 

assessment section of the second year report (Appendix'I), the Anglo child-

ren were preceived by their teachers as having made more positive gains: in 
7 of 7 tab 1 es than the exper'imenta 1 or contro I Ch i canos. For the th i rd 

year, ARRIBA had a larger pecentag~ of Chicanos in the "better" or "samell 

category for all 7 tables (5 were statistically significant) in' contrast 

to the Anglo children. Neverth.e'fess, ARRIBA still had more Chie:ano children 

in the "worse" category than there were Anglos. And consistent \'lith the 

• 

," 

second year report the non-ARRIBA Chicano ~hildren were generally assessed 

.as being II\,Jorse" tban the Anglo children. Clearly, it makes more sense to 

'make minor modifications in the educa.tional ,philosophy of our school system 

than to support addi~ional programs thai have to correct the wrongs visited 

on the children. 
'. 
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10 . . 
. Th15 age group was selected as the target population, inasmuch as the research 

literature suggests that a precipitous rise in delinqueI}~y occurs 
after about-13 years of age. It may be argued that trHs rise is not 
corrected for bulges in the indicated age group because of high fertility 
rates 'shortly after W6rld War II. Nevertheless, as Wolfgang points out 
livery few offenses are ever recorded for ages below 10" (see: . 
Wolfgang 1M. E The culture of youth. In Task Force Report: Juvenile 
Delinquency and Youth Crime I op" cit.). 

11 . . 
RecrUltment by the youth workers is primarily from peer group acquaintances of 

present ARRIBA youth. 
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'l'his array of selection procedures Vias already in process when the present 

author became Directol' of Rese,arch for ARR!J3.l\., and no cl$8l' records 
are available as to the propot'hol1 of youth selected by each process .. 
However, the proj ect Director estimates that in exces s of 70% of the 
charges 'Nere referred or recruited because of "unmanageable behavioral 
tendenc1es. 1/ The basis for this wide range of selection processes 
shQ(lld become apparent in a later part of this paper. It should be 
noted that the selection procedures tend to work against the predicted 
direction of our research hypotheses. 

130n the basis of Pederally required ethnic surveys for 1970, only five school 
districts with Spanish SLll'name percentages similar to ARRIRl\. were 
considered adequate for comparison v.,rith regard to listed selling prices 
of homes. The aid of three realtors was enlisted from each district 
(ARRIBA 'included) in obtaining the listed selling prices. The area 
selected asths best match for ARRIB.lI,. had a median Hsting price of 
$16,000, with some homes listed as high as $22,000. 'In the area 

I 

services. by ARRIBA the median list.tng pl'ice 'l,A.,ras $17 I 000, with some 
homes listed as high as $30 ,000 because of their R-3 classification. 

.' 
v' 

14 
This handbook entitled irA Chicano Studies Handbook" I 1972, ARHlBA, wa.s ./ 
.. , ·~-.-.pr.epare.(l.,b.y l1obe.rto.,-Ga.sCl.s. 

15Clarification of this conceptual approach may be -found in; Lee, D. Lopez. 
A pluralistic philosophy for Chicanos. Con Safos I 1972 I 8 18-20. 

-~. -, 
IG ..' , 
. Addresses of potential youth members could not be released to ARRIBA by the 

schools because this was felt to be confidential information. Vve 
therefore had to have the school send a general notice home with each 
child noting the opening of ARRIBA. From the population of children 
that arrived on that basis, we then had to send a parental approval slip 
home with the child. This l,atter procedure reduces the number of 
children to ninetY that €)nded up attending ARRIBA. 

. 17 ' . 
. The present Judge of the Juvenile Court of El Monte prohibits ·the Director of 

the Los Angeles County Probation Department (San Gabriel Valley , 
District Office) from specifying which children have been involved with 
the courts--thus, the inability to elaborate upon the four law-involved 
youth. 
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APPENDIX I 

Results and Discussion of 
Project ARRIBA's Second Year 

, Report (1971-1972) 
, -

--. 

1 " 

:, 

"--,-

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results and discussion subsections consist of: (1) delinquency 

statistics (from~ probation department); (2) teacher behavioral assessments; 

, -(3) Vvide Range·Achievef!l:ent Test ,(WRAT.) g·a5.ns; .(4) gains in self concept 

(pictorial); and (5) grafitti as an "unpbtrusive II indicator. 

Delinguency Statistics 

At the time the present research analysis was performed I there were 

90 charges being handled by ARRIBA. There were 172 other charges previously 
. . 

associated with ARRIBA. ARRIBA had thus far provided services for a total of 

262 charges. Of the 90 charges, none have been involved with the law. Of 

those 172 no longer on the program of ARRIBA, four have been negatively . --
, ' 

involved with juvenile court. 17 Youth from the control ~rea (48 Spanish-

Surnamed and 52 "others ") did not have any youth involved with the law. 'The 

proportionate differences in the delinquency statistics between ARRIBA and 

each sub-'sample from the control area, as anticipated, were clearly.not 
. . 

significant. However t it caimot be overemphasized that ARRIBA makes t~'ll.elY 

effort to select potential delinquE?nts. (That ARRIBA may be somewhat 

sueces.sful in this is suggested in the ~ext paragraph). This; plus the. fact 
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Delinquency has decreased dramatically in the area served by ARRIBA 

! 1 
i t 
:I j ~ 
i 1 1 J · 
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, , 

in contrast to its control area. As indicated by Table I, the Spanish-surnamed 
, 

populations of the census tracts that comprise ARRIBA and its control area 

have been increasing absolutely and proportionately. Indeed, the area 
'. 

served by ARRIBA has shown better than a 20 to 1 population increase over its 
" ~ .. 
~ I 

1 i 
~ · 

control area (Table 2). With this increase contrast in mind I it was 

~ ~ ~ , 
5 • 

l 
surprising to find such a large absolute decrGas~ (Table 3) in the number of 

. , 

1 J 
1 J j 

boys referred to the probation department from the ARRIBA 'area in contrast 

~ i 
i 1 

~ 
, 

J ~ 
~ 1 i\ 

1 '" ~ 

~o the control area. This finding is also contrary to what some social 

s dentists might predict. The data of Table 4 for girls seem to further 

emphasize the implications being made with regard to Table 3 by contrast 
,I :1 
" .. , 
~ 

(recall that ARRIBA is a program only for boys). 
if 
" 
1t ;; 
V - To be sure I' ARRIBA cannot take full credit for such correlational data. 
~ 
~ 

~ 
:l 

However I in light of the preceding and that to follow I it is believed that 
~ • . , 
~ 

f 
ARRIBA is fn some way responsible for it. 
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AlUUBA 
l-,4nc1udes 

CONTROL 
(includes 

Tab lp.. }. 

Spanioh",Sul"l1f.med (S-S) Co:-nposition of Schools 
that ARRIBA and Control Area Serve 

, 

'" 

1970 
Percent s-s 50.5% 

nine Gchools)_ Ntlmbe,: of: S'-S _._. 21 91l~ 
Percent s-s 47.7% 

five schools) Number of S-S 1,.795 

Table 2 . 

Overall Population of the Census 'l'racts that 
Compromise the ARRIBA and Control Area 

1971.~'I' 

54.3% 
2: 1 964 
50.5% 
1,984 ---

1970 1971* Sh:i.ft 

ARRIBA 10,828 17 ,076 +57.7% - -
CONTROL 23,685 24)305 +2.6% 

*October estimate 

Table ~ 

'Number of ~~ r~ferred to Probation Dept. in ARRIDA and Control Area 
Census Tracts. (Pivil Court IntestigationR Deleted) 

,.-. ., .. ~", -652·'.~R;~mCfrtc ................. ~. 'I'!d:t-; ·'·Gc'.--'ll(!'P : 
1970 1971 !Shift 1970 

ARRIIL<\ 38 19 -50% 53 

,CONTROL , 35 31 -11.4% 55 

*Non-court inv91ved investigation ' 
Table '4 , 

19,71 

4,3 

65 

. , 

" .. - (3o;rrb1rwrJ . ' . . 
Shift Shifts 

-18::9% -31. 9'10 

+18.2% +6.7% 

Number' of Girls'): Re,ferred to Probation Dept. in ARRIBA. a~d Control Area :tn 
Census Tracts. (Civil Court Investigat~ions Deleted) 

652 R~orts Init. Ct. Ree Combined 
r---' 

'. 1970 1971 Shift 1970 1971 Shift Shifts 

ARRIBA 15 13 -13.3% 12 18 +50% +14.9% 

CONTROL 8 6 -25.0% 22 II' -50% ... 43.3% 

*ARRIBA is only ~or boys (ages 8-13) 

. 
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Teacher Behavioral Assessments 
. . 

To obtain an outside assessment of Project ARRIBA, teach.ers were 

asked to provide a citizenship and acad,emic evaluati~n of ARRIBA children. '. 

, It is assumed that this approach serves as a reasonably accurate assessment 

of positive an¢/or negative behaviors towards society in general. Similarly, 

.. ihis type .of informatiol). ,should pr.obably also be .considered as being a 

fairly direct indication of Project ARRIBA's efficacy in minimizing future 

delinquent behavior. Indeed I it would appear that the type of data included 

in this section would be most useful in assessing other deli~quency programs 

such .as ARRIBA which: (1) have few youth in the program Ie. g. I less than 

150 children,. (2) consist primarily of relatively young pre-delinquent youth I 

complete control over the systematic selection of charges. 

. . 
Only those teachers whose .children ~articipated in ARRIB.l\. took 

part. To minimize the perception that thE!l tea'chers might be as'sessing 

ARRIBA itself I the following two things were done: 

'(1) A number of boys I equal to that number from ARRIBA 
within a class I were randomly selected (whether Anglo' -
.or- Chicano). For example ,in a-ddition to three ARRIBA 
children being assessed in teacher !lA's" class, there 
were also three other "control group II children .from the 
~ame class who were similarly being assessed, .and 

(2) The following instructions were,provided: 

Dear Teacher: 
. , 

We are'presently engaged in a small research project 
with a local university. This project involves the 
development of an evaluation instrument. We have' 
selected a stratified random sample 'of students from 
your class. 

1~4 

L 1\ 
I 

1 

11 

I , 

1]i.· .. 

,I 
L 

1\ 
"j! .! 

L 
·1 
.1, 

I 
• i 

'~l: . 
'. 

j 
J 

" . 

1 
1. 

.. i I 
L ;: 

~ -

Please indicate Benito Juarez's progress or 
regres sion since 19 __ ._in each of the 
following areas by placing a check in the spaces 
provided. . 

., 

Thank you for your .cooperation. 

Tables Sa through 7b summarize the teacher assessments. Only 72 
" 

of the 90 cha.r.ges . .were .. included; 1.6 .(including ,one Anglo child) V'lere excluded 

because their degrees of participation had peen less than two months. The one 

black and one Anglo child who had been on 'the program more than two months 

were not included because the ethics of confidentiality would have been 

violated. 

It is recognized that for the obta~ned data there is a lack of a 

commo)J. reference point. This may be said to be true I by definition, of all 

h'experimental programs such as ARRIBA wherein the exp~rimental group, by 

design, has not been randomly selected. Simply translated, this means that 

while ARRIBl\ Chicanos may have shown more personal performance improvements 

than the Chicano controls', ARRiBA Chi~anos may actualiy be "worse" in their 

"real world II behavior. This is a reasonable contention. It does not follow, 

,however, that inferences based on data from such a common "quasi-experimental" 

deSign may not be made concerning the efficacy of programs such as ARRIB.o\. 
-k ~ 

The key concept he~-e is the' dynamic of te~cher. perceived lI performance. 
<\ 

improvem~nt." From the research literature, one would have expected ARRIBA 
. . 

Chicanos (presumably consisting of youth more dispo.sed'toward delinquency) 

. to show a perceived performance decline, (certainly no perceived improvement) 

1-5 



in contrast to the control Ohicanos, if J'mRIBA were not effective, no 

matter the lIreal world II correspondence of the perceived behavior. 

I ("Real world" performance correspondence assessments' may be inferred 

from the other reported data. Indeed, this is I in part I a reason for the 

existence of the other data.) 1\s the tables indicate I there were no 

statistically significant changes. However I six of the seven tables were in 

the predicted direction of more improvement being shown for ARRIBA Chicanos .' 

in contrast to control Ohicanos. (Both groups were slightly worse than the 

Anglo group.) Since ARRIBA is presumed to have more than a lion's share of 

potential delinquents in terms of referrals I the fact that six of the seven 

. . 
tables have a greater perce.ntage of improve:rnents for ARRIRn.. Chicanos over 

non-referred Chicanos is indicative of ARRIBA'.s apparent Success. 

.. t' 

j 

l-
] 

(~ 
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I. 'I'BACHER ASSESSHENT SUHNARmS OF STUDENT CITIZENSHIP 

.. 

Table Sa. Obedience 

1\'orse 

*.Chi-squa 
Values 

re . ~ 

rP ARRIBA Chicano 12.5% . 
l.U 

1.88 Chicm10 17.5% 
CONTROLS 1 

""- -Anglo 8.3% 

Table 5b. Dependab~lity 

Worse 
8 

r'P- ARRIBA Chicano 12.7% 

8 

1.47 Chicano 14.3% 
CONTROLS 1 

'-- .--- Anglo 
7.8% 

Table .s.c. Court'esy 

Worse 
b 

rb'" ARRIBA Chicano 8.3% 
/ 

3.53 Chicano 12.3% 

CONTROLS 1 - ~ Anglo 
7.7% . 

Table 5d. Work Habits 

Worse 

Chicano. 6 ARRIBA 8.3% 
8 

Chicano 14.0% 
CONTROLS 1 ,. Anglo 7.8% 

O.6{ 

Same Better 

pI 2 
70.8% 16.7% 

34 . 13 
59.6~1. 22.9% 

7 4 

58.3% 33.3% 

Same Better 
4-3 12. 

68.3% 19.0% 
36 13 

63.1% 22. G% 
6 . '. 6 

46.1% {~6.1 % 

Same Better 
58 . 8 

80.6% 11.1% 
41 9, 

71.9% 15.8% 

8 4 

6i.5% 30.8% 

Same Better 

41 '% 56.9 0 
25 4 '% 3 .80 

35 14 
61.4% 2l~. 6% 

6 6 . 
46.1% l:·6.1% 

*All Chi-square values were not s tatistica11y significant (p>.lO). 
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Chi-square 
Values 

J1.78 . 

JO.98 

)0.78 

)2.97 

J. 1.34 

~ 

t 1.64 
1-« 
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Values 

0.25 
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TEACHER ASSESSNEN'r Smn'iARIES OF 
SCIlOr.J\STIC PCIlFOi~IANCE A~iD ATTEt\DANCE 

'fable 6. Overall Scho.1astic Performance 

Wors~ Same 

7 37 28 
ARRIBA Chic,ano 9.7% 51.4% 38.9'10 . -

7 .jU 20 
Chicano 12.3% 52.6% 35. ). % 

CONTROLS 
1 6 6 

~ Anglo 7.8% 46.1'''/., 46.1% 

Table 7 a. Absences 

Hare Same --
9 45 18, 

ARRIBA Chicano 12.5% 62.5% 25.0% 
7 j~ 11 

CONTROJ .. S 
Chic~nc 12.3% 68.4% 19.3% 

10 -10 .j 

--. - . . ., ,. 

23.9% 76.1% )- Anglo 0% 

Table 7b~ Tardiness .. 
Hore Same Fe~ver 

10 48 14 

r"": ARRIBA Chicano 13.9% 66.4% '19.4% 
5 40 12 . 

0.4 1 ChicCino 8.8 % 70.2% 21.0% 
CONTROLS 1 9 3 

'-- ~ Anglo 7.7% 69.2% . 23.1% 

-

Chi-square 

) 

Values 

0,34 

) 0.63 

J 0.64 

J 1.78 

J 0',83 

J 0.04 

J 

*Al1 Chi-square values were not statistically significant (p.>.10). 
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WRA'r Gains 

The WRAT was selected for use by ARRIBA because: (1) it is 

relatively brief, (2) it appears to be less culturally biased than other 

performance tests and, (3) two of its sub-tests (reading and spelling) 
" 

are of ob vious int~rest to programs such as ARRIBA which serve predominantly 

Spanish-surnamed children. 

The V1RAT was to be used only on the ARRIRt\ popu~ation as a 

relatively quick diagnostic tool in the areas of reading and spelling. How-

ever, one may make some inferen.ces concerning the effectiveness of ARRIBA 

in contrast to two "quasi-controls:" the randomly s elected sample on which 

the WRAT ' s norms are based I and a rough compositive sample of what the 

generally observed performance is for Spanish-surnam'ed (8-S) samples. The , , 

WRAT group norms indicate 0.8 of a school year gai~ for 8 months of a school 

year I and 0.6 to 0.7 of a school year gain is a conservative specification of 
, . 

what the typically observed ~ain is for S-S groups. 19 

To be useful, the WRAT is typically administered when the child first 

enters the program at any time of the year. However I AfmIBA was able to 

pre-test 28 of these children in September of 1971 and post-test 19 of these 

in June of 1972. There was no apparent reason to believe that this ·~.ample 

of .19 pre- and post-tested children is not reasonably representative of 

ARRIBA's other children. The performance gains of these children are listed 

in Table 8. The pre-to post-test gains were all statistically significan~. 

1-9 
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For all three areas, there were more children performing at grade level 

(indicated by asterisks) at post-test than at ~re-test. The gains in 

reading and spelling {over 16 months} are remarkably greater (over twice as 

great) than those one would expect for groups similar to the two "quasi-
. ,,' 20 

control" groups mentioned above. True I although the gains in mathematics 

are no better than what one may observe for other S-S samples, three 

children at post-test were found to be performing above grade level 

(indicated by asterisks) in mathematics, whereas at pre-test all 19 were 

performing below grade level. This disparity in gains does' suggest that 

ARRIBA was possibly placing an over-emphasis in reading and writing skills . 
to the relative detriment of mathematics skips. This has been changed, and 

it is believed that such a change will be reflected in the following year. 
, . 

This approach is consistent with ARRlBA',s belief that successful performance 

~n all facets of a child's life is necessary for the development of positive 

feelings about himself and that this will reduce the irustr:ations and subsequent 

deviant hehavior that might ordinarily occur. 
. " 
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Subjects 

1 
2, 
3. 
4 

5 
6 
7 
8 

9 
10 
11 
12 

", 

13 
14 
15 
16· 

17. 
. 18 

19 , 

}feans 

TABLE 8 

Hide Range Achievement :rest Performance' 
of a Salnple of ARRIBA Children 

READING TEST 

l'i:C POst 

2.3 2:-3 
3.9 ' 4.6 
·If.2 5 .. 0 
4.5 4.4 

1.6 1.6 
4.1~\- 6.1* 
3.1* 4.2'k 
1+.2 4.4 

" 

2.3 4.1~t\ 

2.9 8.7* 
5.9 6.1 
4.2 6.8 

6.2 12. 2;~' 
1.8 2.3 
2.8 - 4.8 
2.4 3.1 

6.5* 8.1* 
.3. 8"'~ 5.5* 
9.7* 12.9* 

4.02 5.64 

t=3. 9:B, df=18) p(. 01, 
one-tailed 

Gain 

0 
0.7 

. 0.8 • 
-0.1 

0 
2.0 
1.1 
0.2 

1.8 
5.8 
0.2 

. 2.6; 

·-6·.~0 M 

0.5 
2.0 
0.7 

> 

1.6 
1.7 
3.2 

" 

1. 62 

SPELLING TEST 

Pre Post Gain 

. 1. 6 l~. 2 2.6 
3.0 3.7 0.1 

,4. :; 3.9 . -0 .• ,6 
2.6 3.7 1.1 

1.2 3.0 1.8 
3.0 5.5* 2.5 
2.7 l~. 2* 1.5 
2.2 4.3 2.1 

2.5 2 .. 4 -0.1 
2.3 4.0 . 1.7' 
3.2 5.3 2.1 
2.7 4.0 1.3 . 
'4:-3 .. 0"1 .' "'1:78-" . -
1.1 4.2 . 3.1 
3.0 3.7 Ot7 
2.4 3.9 1.5 

4.7*# 4.5 -0.2 
4.5* 5.3* 0.8 
6.8 i ( 13.0* 6.2 

3.07 4.68 ,i.61 . -
t=4.75,df-18,p(.Ol 

one-tailed . 

* Performing above grade level 

1 .. 11 

MATHENA.TICS TEST 

Pl:e Post Gain 

2.2 2.3 0,1 
3.4 4.9 1;S 
.3.9 5.0 1.1: 
3.2 . 4.2 1.0 

2.6 1.8 -0.8 
3.6 3.7 0.1 
2.6 4.7* 2.1' 
3.9 5.3 1.A 

2.4 3.2 0.8 
3.6 3.9 0.3 
5.5 3.9 -1. 6 
3.9 3.4 -0.5 

·'~4 .. 4 -4,'4 0 
2.1 2~3 . 0.2 
2.9' 5.3 2.4 
3.6 3.0 -0.6 

3.6 6.0* 2.4 
2.1 2.6 0.5 
4.7 6.1* 1.4 
-.. 

3.38 4.00 . .62 , 

t-2.45,df-18,p(.02 
one-tailed 
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Gains ,in Self-Col1ceRL(Pictorial:) 

U:pon entrance to ARRIBA (at .any time of the year), each child is 

requested to draw a picture of a male, a fem'ale, and hi~self. For this 

test the boys are provided with fine point color pens (felt tipped). Asin 

the case of the VIMT I ARRIBA was able t? Pere-test 32 of its children in 

,.S,eptemb,et and post-teE!t 20 of these in June of 1972. Similar pre- and 

post-test data were obtained for 24,of an initial pre-tested sample'-o-i 43 

Chicanos from the control area. 

The two judges used to assess the pictures pad completed af 

senior ~ollege course concerning the Psychology of the Mexican American 

(taught by th~ author) .. The judges were instructed to evaluate each child's 

drawing of himself in terms of a IIChicano ll perspective. Both raters were 

.led to nelieve that the 88 picture protocols .being evaluated were all from 

. the same population. Each judge rated and evaluated e~ch child I s self 

picture (pre- and post-test) employing the following format: 

Loqking at the child's drawing of himself how v.lOuld you . 
rate the child's self-image in terms of other children? 
'(Circle appropriate number) . . 

1 Z 
Very 

Negative 

3 4 
No 

Ditf. 
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5 6 7 
Very 

Positive 
'"ij 

" 

, 

.' 

... . " 

.~~. , 
'] 

" i 
J 

; 

, ~, .~ 
i '.: ., 

I. - - -

" 

Wbat is the skin color of the child I s drawing of: 

Himself 
~-----------------------

The Male ____________ _ 

The Female __________ __ 

Disparities between the judges for the scale item were split, e. g. I if one 

judge" s rating wa's 5 "and the ather's was '6 for a 'child' s picture, the picture' 

was giv~=m a composite of 5.5. Considering the fact that only one scale 

item was employed, and an elusive item being evaluated at that, it was ". . . 
surprising to find such a high degree of inter-judge agreemen~. Inter-judge 

reliability I employing Pearson's product-moment correlation, was 

. r=. 41 and r= .69 for the pre-and p'ost-test picture ratings, respectively. Both 

-correlai....roxl's··Ytere ·s:i:~~rrUieant'b-O'yond ·the .··01 level of·'6on:f..i:clene6.,:\I\Tii:h'·fegurd 

. to judg,e disparities in reported skin coloration, a third judge (also unaware 
. , 

. of the different populations represented in the picture protocols) made the 

final decision. 

The c0!Tlposite rati~gs obtained for the pre- and post-test self 

drawings. ~?r ARRIB.z\ and control group Chicanos were st,lbj ected to an 

unweighted means analysis of variance (Table 9)" As indicated I there were 

. 
no overall statistically significant differences reported for the testing 

(T
1 

- T
Z

) variable or the Ey.perimental vs. Control (E - nE) group variable . 

'. 

, ' 
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To b~, sure I a non-significant ov~rall F test ordinarily signals 
;, 

1/ 't." 

one to analyze no further, that there a·re no differences between the cell 

means. In short, post hoc analyses are forbidden. However, ". • • 

specific comparisons which are built into the design or suggested by the 

theor.etical basis for the experiment can and should be made 111dividually, 
'. 

21 
regardless of the outcome of the corresponding over-aU F test. II With 

regard to ARRIBA it was specifically predicted that ARRiBA Chicanos 'Iiould 

show a gain in positive self-identity in contrast to a control group. 

:r 
Performing the A PRIORI specified statistical contrast, it was found that 

" 

ARRIBA Chicanos were judged as having a sighificantly (1=2.01, df=1/42 ,.2<.02 , 

one-tailed) more positive self-image at post-test than they had at pre-test. 

The results as, graphed in Figure 1 illustrate that ARRIBA Chicanos were 

primarily responsible for the ov~rall seeming trend of a difference (p<.lS) 

from pre-test to post-test; there was essentially no such ,difference for the 

control Chicanos, thus the seeming additional trend (E"".2 0) of an interaction 

effect. True, the ARRIRl\. Chicanos were at an initially lower point than their ' 

controls I they nevertheless were higher at post-test. 

For each of the required drawings I there 'was an lncrease in the 
!: 

number of children ~sing the color br~wn for skin coloration. TobIe 11 

provides a break·downof Niis increase from pre"': to post-t~st. These re~)ults are 

in a direction consistent with the preceding results. 
II 
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Table 9 

Sum.rnary of Unwcightcd-Heans Analysis 
• the Pre- and l'ost-test (T1-TZ) 
Z>;perimental (ARRIBA) and Control 

. . 

Source of Variance Sums of Squares 

of Variance Performed on 
Sclf-draHings for 
Group (E-nE) Chicanos 

df HS F P 

!H-Between S1.lbj. 
.0502 1 .0502 - -

E-nE 1. 3883 58.3086 42 
Subj. w. grps. 

ll4 
'~ithin Subj. 

2.9716 1 2.9716 2.42 (: 15 
T1-T2 2.0428 1 2.04?8 1. 67 "",.20 

'E-nE x 'T1-T2 . 
51. 5269 42 1. 2268 ,. 

T -T x error 
.. 1 _2 wifhin . 

Judged 
.. __ :.E o.si.tJ.::J e \ 

.". 
Self:-image 

. 

6.2 

ARRIBA 
6.0 

5.8 

5.6 

~ \ ' 

5.4 
. 

Pre-test post-test . 
Fi ure 1.. Illustration of Sign~fi:-ar:t Ga~n . 
fo~ ARRIBA in Contrast to Non-s~gn~f~cant ga~n 

for Control Group 

Table 10 
Summary of Self-image Judgements 

. , 

Tpre Tpost GAINS 
" 

.675 
ARRIBA 5.375 .6.050 

,~ 

CONTROLS 5.729 5'.792 .063 . 

)I 

. '. 

~ .I-1S 

',~, 



.'j' . . ' 
• 

~ 
" 

Table 11 

Summary Table of youth Using the Color Brown 
for Skin Coloration from Pre-Test to Post-test 

'. 

No. of Youth Using Brown 

Drawing Pre-test Post-test 

" 

Himself 3 7 

Male 2 10 

. , ~ .... ".P-emale .,. .... ~l .. :.,-",5 

.. 
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Grafitti--an " Unobtrusive" Indicator 

Not only is this evaluation aspect of ARRIBA unique, but also most 

revealing. A youth worker was instructed,only to take p~ctures of grafitti in 

the South HI Monte area. It was thEm subsequently observed that the grafitti 

increased in proportion to distance from ARRIBJ~ (see figures 2 through 6). Only 

one grafitt( attempt'rra's 'bee'n'made 'ontha 'building 'of Project ARRIBA (look closely 

at Figure 2, picture 3); it has since been PC!inted over. Perhaps this finding is 

somewhat related to the fact that within Project ARRIBA, the children are allm'l·ed 

to express themselves I through grafitti or otherwise. Thus, ARRIBA may be 

. 
responding to the cry for identity which grafitti is interpreted to be by some 

social scientists. I.t may also be that the children (including perhaps other 

-

draw or paint on buildings that are within "visual" range of ARRIBA. Both 

. . 
interpretations I particularly the latter I are conce~vably very much related to 

the highly valued Chicano concept' of respect. Is it not reasonable for a child 

to develop a respect for a place that represents one's heritage? To develop 
" 

respect for a place that makes one proud of his heritage I and therefpre himself? 

" 
If such respect is assumed to be highly desirabl~, then the building of ARRIBA 

is accorded a. great deal more respect than other buildings. Whether. you a~cept 

one interpretation, .both, or some other I .it would appear that the presence of 

: ARRIBA is responsible for such a .finding. 

, 
" 

1-17 
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Pic.l·- Full Shot of ARRIBA 

Pic. 3 Right -Side .of ARRIBA 

FIG. 2- PROJECT ARRIBA A T 

2325 S EAMAN A V E. 

Pic. 2 - Left Side of ARRIBA 
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, Pic. '1 ... One Door West 
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Pic.3-0ne.Block North 

FIG. 3- G R A FIT T I WITHIN 

1 B L 0 C K o F A R RIB A 

Pic. Z Adjacent Corner 
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Pic. 3- C~lami~ Mg. Co. 

FIG •. 4 .. GRAFITTI TWO B L 0 C KI s 

AWAY FROM A R RIB A. 

L .... -j, .. ,~l ... ,.)W~.,;;;&.L1~~".~~~::.v~~~~:.i··:·~ .. ,.,I:.-lA~ Pic~ 2 .. 9758 Klingerman.St. 
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Pic. 3- Sunset Soft Sere Co. 

FIG. 5 .. GRAFITTI T H R E E B L 0 C K s 

AiVAY FRO M A R RIB A. 

~ic. 2 - Three Blocks North 
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Pic • 1 _'9900 Garvey Ave. 
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Pic. Palace 

F I G. 6;.,' G R A FIT T· I F 0 U R B L 0 C K s 

AWAY FRO M ARRIBA 

Pic. - Vons Market 
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PROJECT ARRIBAIS CUMULATIVE FINAL REPORT 

July I, 1970 - June 30, 1973 will reflect the following: 

lARGET AREA 

Board Organization; 
Program; 
Staff; 
Conclusion. 

The area selected for the City of So~th El Monte, Special Service for Groups, 

Inc., ARRIBA Project, July 1, 1970 - June 30, 1973, was a portion of the City of 

South El Monte (Census Tract Numbers 4334, 4335 and 4337). The population of the 

City of South EI Monte has increased by 3% each year. Mexican American people are 

the largest minority group in the area. 

Project ARRIBA, a community based multi-dimensional delin~uency prevention 

program was funded as a demonstrat ion experimental project by Cal ifornia Counci 1 on 

Criminal Justice from July 1, 1970 through June 30, 1973. The program provided 

direct services to male youth, ages 8 to 13 years of age, and their parents. The 

methods focus on a youth development program which builds pride and appreciation in 

multi-ethnic cultural awareness. A clinical approach that provided behavioral change 

th,l-oughthe medium of individuals, groups, and crisis counseling. Parent-child, 

family and mUltiple family treatment sessions were provided during the day and even­

ing hours for the cl ients. 

Parents of the youth were also involved in the formation of parent councils to 

fOCl!S on identifying and changing thos~ thfngs in the community which cause youth to 

get into trouble. For further information regarding .progress of th.e project; ple~se 

see Project ARRIBA Final Evaluation Report, July 1., 1970 to June 30, 1973, by David 

lopez'. Lee, Ph. D. 
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BOARD ORGANIZATION 

The Board of Ma.nagers during the three years of Project ARRIBA administra'tively 

implemented policy for the program. While the By-Laws specify 21 members to the 

Board of Managers, only 18 positions were filled. Fifteen members of the Board of 

Managers were from the target area composed of program participants, parents and 

concerned citizens. The target area (zoned industrial) has had a high transitory 

~at~ that has affected program operation. Of the original 21 Board members, only 

eight have been with the program since the beginning. A community Board of Managers 

was able to provide the necessary political strength to the program even though it 

experienced personnel problems. 

The Board of Managers supported the project director by jointly concentrating 

on the program goals. 

PROGRAM 

One hundred boys have been active in 20 groups which meet four times a week 

after school. The average monthly attendance i~ 650 boys involved in various program 

activities. The alternatives provided were programs in cultural awareness, individual 

and group counseling, case c6nferenc~s, specialized tutoring by local school person~el, 

individualized and group tutoring, parent block meetings, family orientation and on 

optional b~sis - recreation. 

Fifty-two lesson plans, or teachers' workbooks, using IIC~icanoll culture has been 

developed by two curriculum development consultants. The Mexican American Studies· 

reflect the culture and history of the Southwest,and is utilized as a teacher1s 

manual to guide the youth workers in their discussions. Enclosed are sample monthly 

a!=tivities.calendars showing weekly a?signments as supervised by the group work spe-

cialist(See Appendix I) • 
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Cultural history of the youth has been enhanced by the participation of the 

parents. The Cinco de Mayo fiesta in 1972 was held in conjunction'with the City 

of South El Monte. Parents also celebrated the annual diez y seis de septiembre 

at the ARRIBA Center. 

'Block meetings during the year have been producing parent involvement at the 

neighborhood level. The block meetings are specific~lly to involve parents in 
'.' 

planning and directing the programs at ARRIBA. These block meetings are supervised 

by the group work special ist and coordina;':,ed by the youth service staff. 

,The counseling program coordinated by the ARRIBA social worker and p'rofessional 

volunteers has been most effective. Parents, youth and community residents have 

been participating in counseling sessions held daily and evenings at the ARRiBA 

Center. The counsel ing program for the "charges" is as follows: Youth registered. 

in the program have counseling on a rotation basis for two hm.'rs:1 two days per week 

for each group. On the third day of the week professional counselors are available 

on a walk-in basis to "charges," youth worker or group who wants or needs help in 

solving their problems. 

In addition to the youth involved daily with the regular program at ARRIBA, 730 

other youth participated in miscellaneous development programs such as Head Start 

Pre-Schoo 1, youth/ pa rent me.et i ngs and fam i 1 y counse 1 i ng'. In th i s yea r, the ARR I BA 

Board of Managers filet the third project objective lito stimulate community interest 

and action to provide more constructive opportunities'for youth development ll by pro­

viding five additional Head Start classes for the City of South El Monte. Azteca 

Head St~rt Pre-School Center Inc., provides fiscal management and administrative 

supervision and support ,services to the pre-school. See Appendix I I for an address 

list of the thre~ Head Start Pre-School sites. 

" 
'. 
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DELINQUENCY STATISTICS 

Project ARRIBA in its first submitted proposal to CCCJ for funding beginning 

Jplyl, 1970, noted that as report!3d by the El Monte probation Department, there 

was a total of 107 referrals from the target area census tract numbers 4334, 4335 

and ~337 (See Table 1). This data was taken from the WI 652 Juvenile Referrals 

Report issued by the Los Angeles County Probation Department. There were only 

four census tract's in tos -A-ng'eles County that produced 'mo're than 50 probation 

referrals. One of the census tracts desi~nated for ARRIBA services was among the 

four. 

Census Tract # 

4334 
"'43'3"5 
4337 

TABLE 

.." , 

# of Referrals to 
Probation Dept. 

. 53 
"-45 

9 

. Delinquency statistics at the time of the present analysis there were 92 "charges" 

being handled by ARRIBA. 1 There were 247 other tlcharges" previously associated with 

ARRIBA. ARRIBA has thus far provided services for a total of 339 " charges. 1I2 Of 

the 92 "charges',-" two have been wards of the court, both cases have been dismisse'd. 3 

Of those 240 previously associated with ARRIBA, eight have been neQatively involvea 

4 ,with the juvenile court. 

, lAs of June 30, 1973. 

2As of April 1, 1973. 
3As of Apri 1 1, 1973. ' 

4The pr:esent Judge of the Juvenile Court of El Monte prohibits the Oirector of' 
the Los Angeles County Probation Department (San Gabriel Valley District Office)' 
from s~ecifying whi'ch chi ldren have been invo1.ved with the courts; thus~ the inabi 1 ity 
to eJaboratetpon the four youth involved,with the court system. , 
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DELINQUENCY STATISTICS (January 1, 1972 - December 31, 1972) 

Delinquency has decreased dramatically in the area serviced by ARRIBA as 

indicated by Table 2. The Spanish surnamed population of the census tract that 

!comprise the ARRIBA area have been increasing'proportionate1y.5 However, the 

number of WI 652 Juvenile Referrals from census tract numbers 4334, 4335 and 4337 

has decreased for the year January 1, 1972 - December 31, 1972. There was a total 

of 61 referrals from the target area as reported by the 'EI "Monte Probation Depart­

ment. (See Table 2) The decrease of WI 652 Juvenile Referrals in the Project 

ARRIBA target area in comparison to Table 1 is that of 43%. 

r 

STAFF 

Census Tract # 

~··4334 

4335 
4337 

Table 2 

# of Referrals to 
P robat i on Dept. 

·--ZO 
29 
12 

Staff turn over has been due to a multiple of factors including but not limited 

to the following high transitory rate of the area, the youth workers transferriryg 

from community coll~ge to state or university schoots, staff obtaining full-time 

jOQs,]taff resigning and seeking long range employment. The core staff is composed 
/~.=j/ - 'J 

0t~; the proj ~6~j.::=di rector, program supervi sor,. socia 1 worker, -group _ work special i st, 
\~"""\·v.···;:/\Vl 

.commurtity coordinator and secretary. -Only the project director has been with the 

-;·project since it began operation. Staff turn-over has hampered program operations 

because of the necess~ty to orientate and train new personnel. 

5See Project ARRIBA Second Annual Evaluation Report; July 1, 1971 to June 30, 
1972, by David Lopez 9 Lee,Ph.D. 
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The part-time staff was composed of a research assistant and J2 part-time 

youth worke1rs. To a great degree the youth workers received extensive training 

as explained in prior progress reports. 

TI t~E RECORDS 

Time records have been implemented since the program began, although for the 
. 

year 1972 (July, August, September and October) time records were stolen as ex-

plained in the Second Quarterly Progress Report, 1972. 

During the final year, the Los Angeles Regional planning Board, Region R required 

that the project util ize the PERT (Program, Evaluation, Review Technique) technique 

be implemented via the program supervisor to help staff reach the project objectives. 

(See Appendix III for copies of the third year results as reported and recorded by 

staff) • 

I n terms of effect i veness rega rd i ng the reduct i on of j liven i I e de Ii nquency as 

projected by the project objectives as explained earlier in this report, Table 

showed a reduction of 43%. In the third project objective, the ARRIBA Board of 

Managers were able to provide additional youth development programs such as five 

additional Head Start classes for the City of South EI Monte. 

. d I programm",ng. the C",ty of South El Monte in-However, ,n rega r to ong range 

corporated ~he "ARRIBA Model" delinquency prevention program into their Human 

Resources Department. 

The counseling program expanded tremendo~s during the final year. Professional 

volunteers provided counsel ing in all areas for youth, parents and ·residents. With­

. in the a rea, an average of 75-100 youth were counseled. 
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1. ARRIBA CENTER 
2325 Seaman Avenue 
South El Monte, California 91733 

2. New Temple School 
11033 E. Central Avenue 

.South El Monte, California 91733 

3. First Presbytarian Church 
11608 E. Valley Blvd 
South El Monte, California 91733 
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A new Human Resources Departmc!1t, headed by a City Com-
mission and a Director of Human Resources: has been approved by 
the City Council to consolidate and expand all social service activi­
ties conducted by the city and also to incorporate some services 
now provided by federally-funded community action programs. 

The intent is to broaden and in- - -..- . -. -- .-._-- -;---
crease the effectiveness of social The you~g person seekmg em-
services provided to all segments pl.o)'ment mIght also l)enefit fr?m 
of the community, and especially exposure" to a relc\'nnt reere~tlOn. to deal with sorne of the sochil pro~rall1, the report states. The 
probl;ms that lmve heretofore be;n s!:'nwr citizen seeking aid in filling 
neglected or dealt with only super­
ficially. 

Final details of the organization 
and scope of the new Department 
have not yet been fully determined, 
and will not be finalized until a 

,-qlln1ified,:];)ircctor ·of ·Human·, Re­
sources has been selected and hired, 
but the Council has adopted the 
program in principle and author­
ized the hiring of a Director. 

,As now contemplaled, all exist­
ing social service acth·ities, includ­
ingrecreation, youth employment, 
and ~he responsibilities of the city's 
current Social Services Department 
wo~~a be merged under the new 
Department: " I 

. Supervisor, responsible only forree- ," 
rentional programming. l're-school ' 
and similar, activities would be 
moved into a \ separate category 
within the new Dcpartm!:!nt. 

At the present time. a staff re­
port states, "South EI ~ lonte's rec­
reation programs, ju,t as with most 
cities, provide leisure entertainment 
and/or 'babysitting' sen·jccs. \Vhile 
this, in its!:'lf, is not purposeless, a 
community such as ours, with drug 
abuse and juvenile crime problems 
(among others), needs to get as 
much value from its dollars spent 
on recreation as is humanly pos-
sible. . 

"Similarly, thc problcms of sc­
nior citizens need to be dealt with 
more broadly than just hy schedul­
ing excursiollls." 

The services now provided out· 
of city hall in the social. sen:ice, 
rect"t'ation, and youth cmp'loyment 
fields also are frequcntly inter­
rdatl'tl amI would thus be strength­
ened by a merged. coordinated de­
partm,:nt." the staff n'port pointed 
out. 

out a tax assistance form might 
benefit from a recreation program 
also. And, certainly, tho,e individ­
uals \\i10 cannot afford trips or 
cannot speak English ... find them-

. ,,~\l h:w: .... furtlwf - .Q."ah lCkIl1~.£mm ".the 
community around them. 

)'luch of the youth work now 
conducted by the federally-funded 
ARRIBA program (anti-delinqucn­
cy work. remedial rC<lding and other 
tlltOl'ing of bilinf(tial youth, special 
eulhlral. programs, youth and par­
ent cnunselin~, etc.) would be 
worked into programs to be initi­
ated b}' the new Dcpartment. 

As stated in staff recommcnda- . 
tions approved by the City Coun­
cil: "It is staff's contention that 
ARRIBA's foclls shoilld be utilized; 
that is. employ and train qualified 
part-time personnel \vho would be 
able to provide some guidance and 
hetter address .the necds of all seg­
ments of our popuktion. from the 
pre-school child who needs to de­
velop language and reading skills 
to the teenager expcrimenting with 
drugs to the scnior citizen who 
needs someone to case his loneli­
ness. Crafts, sports and normal rec­
reation pro.c;rmns wlluld be pro­
vidNl by rodng part-time speciali~ts 
rather than stationary personnel." 

Under this concept. present po­
sitions of recreation l!:'aders wonld 
he replaced with more .speeially­
trainl,d "programming aides." 

Establishment of the new Human 
Resources Department. of which 
tht! recreation elL'partn!!:'nt is only 
one ,'iuhsidinry dCll1l'llt, leaves the 

. present Parks and H('crcation Com­
mission in. an :ambiguolls position. 

The dnties of the Human Re­
sources Commission, under the 
present proposal. "shall be to act 
in an advisory capacity to the City 
Council in t111 mattcrs pertaining 
to human relations, social'sen'iees, 
parks and recreation. manpower 
and employment, etc." 

. Staff has suggested that the cxist­
ing Parks nnd Recreation Commis­
sion might take on these additional 
responsibilities in the social prob­
lems area, or the Council may 
choose to establish a separate Com­
mission "to consider the entirety of 
this complex situation." 

If an entirely new Commission 
, is estahlished, instead of enlarging + ~t~e . .area .of .to:~ponsihi1ity. ( and. pos­
t slbly the size) of the present .Parks 
I and Recreation Commission), the 

llew Commission could replace the 
present Commission or work in con­
junction with it. 

Whateve~ the final details, es­
tablishment of the new Department 
will mark a ncw era in community 
services for the city, shirting more 
emphasis and priority from capital 
improvements to meeting the social 
needs and problems of the com­
munity and its citizens. 
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A new Humnn neso~lrces Depnrtment, hended by a City Com­
mission and n Director of Human Resources, hns ~eel1 npproved by 
the City Council to consolidate nnd expand nIl social service activi­
tills conducted by the city and also to incorporate some services 
now proYidcd by federally-funded co~nmunit}' nction programs. 

The intent i~ to hrO\\den and in- ,............ ' ,- ,--,- ,--"-'" 
crease the e/feclh'eness of social i The YOtt~g p"r~tm seckl~g em- : 
services provided to all serTt11ents : pJoynlt'nt mIght al'll hene·itt fmlll 
of the communi tv, and especially I C:\p;~sllre" to n rc!c\'nnt. rccrt'~t!on 
10 deal with soi'le of the social pru:-ral1l:, the rep,nrt s,att',~, 1 he 
prohl~ms that ha\'e heretofore been selllor Cltlzcn se(,kltlg nid in filling 
1'!eglected or dealt with only super­
Ednlly. 

Final details of the organization 
2nd scope of the new Department 
h.we not yet been hIlly determined, 
'and will not be finuli7.l.'Jd until n 
qualified Director of Ihlman Re­
sources has been selected ancl hircd, 
but the Council hns adopted the 
program in principle and author­
ized the hiring of a Director, 

As now contempillted, all exist­
ing social service acth'itics, includ­
ing recreation, yonth employment. 
:md the respo"sibilitics of the city's 
curtent Social Scn'ices Department 
,,"'Quid be merged under the new 
Department. 

- Super\'isor. respoli~iblc only for rec­
n'l1tional progTtlmming, Pre-school 
and simil:\r aetidties would he 
mO\'cd into a separate ctlte~ory 
1\ithin the nt',,' J)('p;lrtmeot. • 

! I 

At thl.: prc~('nt time:, a $talF re­
(lOrt ~tatc.~. "Snuth El ~Ionll".s rcc­
r~ltion prH:':filll1S, j\l~t lIS with most 
cities, PTO\'idl' ll.'i:;nfl' cntrrtainnwnt 
;lmI/or 'hlby~itlill!!'~l'f\'k-es, \ \'hilc 
lhis, ill it~l'lf, is not pttrJlo$cle~~. a I 

romllllltlity such as Clllrf. with drtt~ 
:lunsc lind hWt'nilp nime pmhk'ms 
(:mt;)I1~ others l. need!; to get ns 
milch \'allle fmlll its doll.11'$ l-['etlt 
on fl'crC;ltion ns is humnnl>, vo.~­
sihle. 

"Similarly. tltl' prohlems of Sl'­
niOT citizens IWe'd In lll' (killt \\'ilh 
~Ilrl~ hfll.l~Il>' l,~l:m j\l~l by st:ht:tllll-
l!I~ (!XettrSllltlS, , ' 

The St,C',iccs now proddNl Ol\t 

of city hnll. in Ilw social ~('n'icc. I 

rttfl·:itiull. lIl,HI y(lllth employmcnt 
Th:~~lli ah(l '·Ire frcqt\l'ntJr illtc'l'-
1l.'lilt!'d aud \\'Iluld thl1~ 11(' stn·n.c;th­
.-ned hy ~I III\,'r~rll. cOIlrl\hmtN\ lIl'­
parttlll'nt." the ~taff rL'llllrt IJ(liukd 
(JUt. 

out a tnx assistance form might 
benefit frolll n recrention program 
nlso. And, ccrtMIlI:", thllst:' .indidd­
tHlls who cannot alFord trios or 
cannot spcak I:;nglish , , . find them­
sch'es furthcr c:o:c1\ldcd from the 
commllnit\' around them. 

:-OInt'll of the youth work now 
conrludeu bv the fcdernlh-,func1r.d 
ARRm:\ pr(;grmll (anti-dclinC[uen­
e~r work. 1'!:onwdial rcadin~ and 11thc! 
tI1t()rin),( of hilinf(uaJ youth. special 
cultural prO,!!rams, youth nnd par­
ent counsl'lin,!!. etc.) w(Juld be 
workt-<.1 into progr.ll11s to he initi­
ated by the new I)rpartment. 

As stated in staff reeOlllIllCnci:l­
!inns allllrm'ctl by the City Coun­
cil: "It is :;tnff's c:ontcntiOIl th:lt 
ARRIBA's foc:ns ~h(mld bc lltili:~ec1: 
that i~, ('l1Iplo), ami tr:ltn qualified 
part-timc' pC'rsonnei who \\'o\l]C\ be 
ablt' to prm'jde sonIC gllid.mce 'and 
hcttcr addrcs~ .11l(' IICl'l]S of nil sel!­
llll'nts of out' nnpllblirin. from the 
pre-school child \\'lH) n('ecis to de­
velop language and rC!adin~ skills 
tn the tc~'na!!rr l')(jwrimcllting with 
ciru(!s to the ~ellior citi7.t·n who 
Ilc .... ,cls ~Oll1eon(' hI t'ast! his loneli­
ncs~. Crafts. Sllnrt!' :lnd nonnni rec­
R':llion pro,l!rams would he llro­
vielc,1 by TOvili/! part-time l'pcdnli~ts 
rather than stationary lwrsonncl.'· 

Under thi$ eotlCellt. present po­
sitiolls of, rC'cr<'ation It'(l(lrrs wonld 
he'. reJ)I:~ced with ,11l()r~ ~Jl~cially­
trall1C'd prn,r,!r<II\l1nmg mdt'S. ' 

Est.lhlishllwnl IIf the Ill'W Hllman 
RC~llllrt'e$ i)cpartl11l'nt, (If which 
the n'('f{'aticlIIdC!p:lrtllwnt is' only 
one ~lIh,jtlj.lry (,I,'II\('l\t. Il':I\'cS the 
·pn'stollt Parks and Ikcre;lIiun Com­
mis.,iun ill an ambiguous l,p~ition., 

. " ... 

The duties of the Hnman Re­
sources Commission. tmth'r the 
preS('nt proposal. "~hall be to act 
in an ncld~ory capacity to the City 
Council in all matters pertaining 
to human relations. socinl sen.'ices, 
pnrks lind rcctelttilJn. manpower 
nnd employment, etc," 

Staff has S\la:gt'~ted that the' exist­
ing Pilfh anel Ht'creation Commis­
sion might take on these additional 
respomihililics in the social prob­
lems area, or the Council mav 
cllOllse to estahli<h a ~epnrnte Conl­
mission "to considN the entircty of 
this complex situation," . 

If an entirely new Commission 
"1S eswi5fi.~hctl, -iilsW:id of elil;lr:~ing 
the area uf rcsp()u~ihilitv (and pos. ' 
sibly the sizc) of the present Parks 
and Heercntion COl11mi~sion), the 
new Commission could Tt'Jllace the 
present Comnlission or work in con-
junction,with it. ' 

Whateve:~ the final d('lnils, es­
tahlishmellt of the new D('partment 
will n1nrk a new C!ra in community 
services for the city, shifting more 
~mphnsi5 nnd IJriority from cnpital 
I1ll1'Tm'Ct11Cots to lI1cetin~ the social 
nC!ed.~ and prohlcnls of the COIll­
Illunity and its citizens. 
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