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DELINQUENTS IN FOSTER CARE 
AS OF DECEMBER 37, 1973 

Of the 48,000 children in New York State1s Foster Care System, approximately 2,400 
are delinquent children. These children, despite their relatively small number, have 
special problems and considerably different characteristics from the rest of the foster 
care population. The purpose of this report is to describe the delinquent population, to 
compa.re the characteristics of the New York City delinquent population with those resid­
ing in the rest of the State and, whenever appropriate, to compare them with the entire 
foster care popUlation. 

Delinquent children in Foster Care account for approximately 60 percent of the total 
delinquent population in direct care; the other two-fifths are in State Training Schools 
under the auspices of the New York State Division for Youth. Technically, delinquent chil­
dren are defined as Juvenile Delinquents, who account for 19 percent of this population, 
and Persons in Need of Supervision (PINS) who make up 81 percent. A juvenile delinquent 
is defined as "any child over seven and under sixteen years of age who commits any act 
which, if committed by an adult, would constitute a crime." A Person in Need of Super­
vision is Ita male under sixteen or female under ei~hteen who commits an act which, while 
not a crime in the adult sense, represents any of a number of types of behavior deemed 
unmanageable, may have implications of danger for himself or society." For purposes of 
this brief, both will be referred to as delinquent ;hildren, and all further reference to 
the delinquent population will pertain only to tho&~ within the New York State Foster 
Care System. A high percenta~e (35%) of those in r.~re are age 16 or over. This is due 
to the fact that even after a child reaches the age of 16, he may still be inducted into 
the system for any designated behavior that took place before he reached that age. Fully 
27 percent of those in care were admitted after reaching the age of sixteen. 

The Delinquent Population 

~: 

The median age of delinquents statewide was 15.5 years compared to 11.0 years for 
the entire foster care population. Over 90 percent were thirteen or older, while less 
than 1 percent were under the age of ten (Table 1). AS can be seen in Table 5, there was 
virtually no difference between the median age of PINS and JUvenile Delinquents. 

statewide, males comprised 67 percent of the delinquent popUlation. The male propor­
tion was somewhat higher in New York City (70%) than in the rest of the State (65%). Males 
accounted for 93 percent of the Juvenile Delinquents and 61 percent of the PINS. In the 
entire child foster care population, only 56 percent were male. 

Ethnic Group: 

The ethnic distribution of delinquents in care was 66 percent white* and 34 percent 
non-white. In New York City whites accounted for 49 percent versus 79 percent in the rest 

*It Was not possible to analyze Puert0 Ri~ans as a separate group because of the standard 
practice of regarding them as white, unless considered Black in their community. 
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of tho Stnto. Compar~d to tho total fQstar carct populati<)O, I'lon~whitas were adjudicated 
dollnqucnt to a l~,*et uxt~nt p~opo:rtiQnatelY than ~re whites (4.0% versus 5.6~. 

Rullg1o? of Paren!1 

Of the delinquent population, 38 percent were children of Protestants, 33 percent of 
Roman CuthoUcs, 10 percent of parents with other l'eHglous affiliations and 19 pEn:cent of 
paronts :reporting no roligiou5 IlfHliation. Children whose parents rl:lported no religioUS 
affiliation accounted for 25 percent of the New York City delinquent population and 14 
pCl','cont of thilt outs ida New York City. Children whoso parents pro£Qssed M religious af­
filiation W~ro adjudicated delinquont significantly more than would be indicated by their 
proportion in tho ovoxall fo&te~ child population (mlart 1). 

Ci vU Status t 

Of the total dalinquent population, al percent were born in wedlock. Less than 01'10-

third of tho 81 pOl"cont, hOW(lve.l', had parenh who were cUl'l'cl1tly living togotho1'. 

Time in Care. 

O\,la to tho ago limitation!; defining the delinquent populatlotl, and the fact that they 
nre usually adjudicated for II specific length of time, the median length of stay (.98 years) 
is much shatter than that of the overall foster care popUlation (3.56 years). Blacks tended 
'to :remain in car& somewhat longer than whi teu • males longer than females f and CatholiCs 
lon~e~ thon Protestants. By Civil Status, ~)ose with parents living together spent tho 
lenst amount of timo (.86 years) and those born out of wedlock the most (1.55 years). De­
linquents in New YOr~ City r&m~ined in care longer than those in the rest of the State. 
Al!lo) the oldor tho deU.nqu~nt, the 1009Q;r his median length of stay (Tt\ble 3). The median 
lcmgth of stay for Juvonile Delinqtlsnts was shorter than for \lINE; (.78 years versus 1.08 
YUill'S). 

Aype of Cnl:'~)l 

Of tJ1e total dolinquent pop\llat~ont 68 percent were in institutional cal"c, 16 percent 
resided in boal,"dlng homes, 6 pe:\,cent in group homes, and the remaining 10 pel:'ccot in other 
typos of care. These poX'centag~s vary somewhat between New York City nnd the remainder of 
the Stnto (Chart 2). In regards to type of care, some other findings weret 

1. Outside Now YQ;rk City, the percentage of white delinquents currently in institu­
tlot1ll1 care tClnded to be slightly 105$ than the percentage of non ... whi to delin­
quents, while the reverse was true in New York City. 

2,. Proportionately more males were cu:rrently in institutional care than ftlffiales out .. 
side New York City, whUe in the City, the opposite was true. 

3. In New York City. Protest~nts stood slightly less chance of being currently in 
instltutioMl care than Roman CatholiCS, 66 percent verSUs 73 percont; outside 
New Yo~k City the difference was mol'e significant, 57 percent versUs 73 percent 
(Table 4)_ 

Somo Effects of the Delinquent Population 

~linGuent ehildren, while representing only 5 percent of the total foster child 
po~lutation, acco\,mt for * 

12 percent of those in care less than one year. 
13 ptll'cen't of those foul'teen aod over. 
17 percent of those currently in institutional care. 
26 percent of those fourteen and over currently in institutional care. 
41 percent of those fourteen and over who have been in care less than one year. 
51 p~rcent of those fourteen and older in care less than one year nnd currently 

in institutions. 
~ 

Xl:: it; clear that, although relatively small in number, delinquents exert a disproportionate J 
effect on ce.rtain aspects of the foster chUd populat~on. t;! 
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Chart 2 

DELINQUENTS IN FOSTER CARE, BY TYPE OF CARE 

December 31, 1973 

NEW YORK CITY 

REST OF STATE 
GROUP HOMES ~ 
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Age 

Total 

Under 10 
10-12 
13-15 
16 and over 

TABLE 1 

DELINQUENTS IN FOSTER CARE BY AGE 

DECEMBER 31,1973 

New York State New Rest 
Number Percent Number Number 

2,382 100.0% 1,050 100.0% 1,332 

21 0.9 7 0.7 14 

199 8.4 99 9.4 100 
1,318 55.3 529 50.4 789 

844 35.4 415 39.5 429 

TABLE 2 

DELINQUENTS IN FOSTER CARE BY CIVIL STATUS 

DECEMBER 31, 1973 

of State 
Percent 

100.0% 

1.1 
7.5 

59.3 
32.1 

Civil Status New York state New York City Rest of State 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Born in ~'iedlock 80.9 73.7 86.4 
Parents living together 26.4 20.1 3104 
Parents living apart 41.7 40.3 42.5 
Full or half orphans 12.8 13.3 12.5 

Born Out of Wedlock 17.0 22.7 12.6 

Unknown 2.1 3.6 1.0 
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~_of Care 

Institutions 
Boarding Homes 
Group Homes 
Other 

Type of Care 

Institutions 
Boarding Homes 
Group Homes 
Other 

TVpe of Care 

Institutions 
Boarding Homes 
Group Homes 
Other 
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New YorKS_~_t_a_______ II ____ ~~\'IYork City II Rest of S~ate 

II 
Ethnic GrouE 

I White Non-White White I Non-White II White Non-White 

67.1% 71.0% 76.4% 70.2% 62.4% 72.4% 
20.4 8.1 2.4 3.0 29.4 18.4 
4.3 7.8 6.9 9.7 3.0 4.0 
8.2 13,,1 14.3 17.1 5.2 5.2 

Sex 
Male Female Male Female Male Female 

69.6% 65.7% 72.6% 75.1% 66.9% 59.4% 
14.7 19.8 1.,8 4.8 25.8 29 .. 9 
5.8 4.7 8.3 8.3 3.7 2.3 
9.9 9.8 17.3 11.8 3.6 8.4 

Religion of Parent 
Roman No Religious ·I~·--J I Protestant Catholic Affiliation I Roman I No Religious 

Protestant Catholicl Affiliation 

_ .. ,- _._- ._- I 
Roman No Religious 

Protestant Catholic Affiliation 

60.2% 
24.6 
4.4 

10.8 

73.0% 
10.6 
6.1 

10.3 

73.5% 
10.6 
6.8 
9.1 

66.3% 
4.0 
8.6 

21.1 

73.4% 
1.9 
8.5 

16 '2 

78.5% 
2.7 
8.4 

10.4 

56.7% 
36.2 
2.0 
5.1 

72.6% 
18.2 
4.0 
5.2 

66.2% 
22.2 
4.4 
7.2 

~ 
I 

I 
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TABLE 5 

PINS AND JUVENILE DELINQUENTS IN 

FOSTER CARE AS OF DECEMBER 31. 1973 

New York City Rest of State 
Characteristics Juvenile Juvenile 

PINS Delinquents PINS Delinquents 

Number 943 107 984 348 
Percent 89.8% 10.2% 74.0% 26.0% 

Median Age 15.5 (yrs.) 15.7 (yrs.) 15.5 (yrs.) 15.3 (yrs.) 

Median Time in Care 1.27 (yrs.) .96 (yrs.) .95 (yrs.) .74 (yrs.) 

Ethnic Group 
White 47.7% 56.1% 81.4% 71.7% 
Non-t'/hite 52.3 43.9 18.6 28.3 

Religion 
protestant 30.6% 33.6% 43.3% 46.5% 
Roman Catholic 34.0 41.1 33.0 27.7 
Other 9.6 8.5 10.6 11.3 
None 25.8 16.8 13.1 14.5 

Civil Status 
Born in wedlock 73.0% 80.4% 86.7% 85.5% 
Parents living together 18.7 32.7 30.2 34.7 
Parent~ living apart 40.3 40.2 43.0 41.3 
Full or half orphans 14.0 7.5 13.5 9.5 

Born out of wedlock 23.1 18.7 12.3 13.6 
Unknown 3.9 0.9 1.0 0.9 

Sex 
Male 67.3% 96.3% 54.9% 91.9% 
Female 32.7 3.7 45.1 .a.l 

Type of Care 
Institution 73.7% 70.1% 63.1% 68.5% 
Group Home 8.3 8.4 3.3 3.2 
Boarding Home 2.7 2.8 27.8 24.,8 
Other 15.3 18.7 5.8 3.5 

. ---- ------------------""'.!:::..;!. 




