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Tne problem of Jjuvenile deringuency is a troubling one
because it represents chiidrents lives unfulfilled, potentials
wasted. Many are working t@ - rehabilitate young people who
have broken the law, but al’most everyone agrees tnat the greatest
value to our society would be in the deveIOpmentnof ef.entive
pians for preventing deiinquency before it uevelops. TFducation
alone cannot solve tne problems of the delinguent-grone chilid,

but any long-r.ange solution must utilize our educaticnal system

as one of the prime venicles for developing a chiid towards a

meaningful role in .our society.

Education isvonly orne part of any cniidié environment;
for the delingquency-prone youngster the tam.ly, the police, the
courts, rerigious institutions, ana recreation prograwms must
all be marshallec to'help vith his special needs. Any program
truly comanittea to combatting Jjuvenile delinguency must involve
tne total environment. WHowever, as Amog nas pointed out, M"in
our culture tihe school has & unigue opportunity to influence L
penavior and to moid the cuaracter of youngeters i ite cnarge.”
The scnool is in a central position to attack the causes of
juvenile delinquency because of 1ts universaiity and its actual
and potential resocurces,

Which childven must be reached by programs to grevent

deringuency? Vhat are tneir unique neecds? Accoruing to Maccoby

L

villiam Amos, "Preventiun tarvough the School] Telinquency Pre-
veation, by Wiliiaw E. Amos and Cnorles F. Veliford, [nglewood
Ciiffs, Wew Jursey, 1967, p. 19,
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JonnLon, an< Church, "It is weli-known, oi course, that delin-

anfe tates are nipnest in aeipnborhoods where tne recicents
GaVe Lowm sotio-eronomic stanus."k The children most prone to
ﬁepration to Juvenile cerinquency, thecefore, can be generally
icentiticd ae naving the chervacterisiics of' the severely wisad-

vantagen cailla. Accoraing to Passow tnls chila tives in ae-

oreseed aress anae l1s severely hancicappea in his scnooling by

i complexity of conaitions in the nome, in the neignuorhood, and
2
L)

in tie clawsroon. These youngsters lack a wide range of ex-—

nevriences.  Deutsch fovund, tor example, tnat 657 of Negro chila-

ren uad never been more than &5 biocks from home, thot nelf re-—

puTted 1o pen or pencili wt home, and that the mwajority of homes
4

nad ne books. 4 pubiication ot the new Mark Twain School in

Nonkville, Muryland deccrities the experience and psycho.ogy of

PR
Y

Llw troue ol youny persons

Tne nome sometimes will have failea to provide the
stable odlimete necossary to nurture emotional growtl,
will often luck orcer an organization., School expsr-
lences ney have been capaeging. They avre far behind
naticonal norme in reacing and verbal ability. They
may Nave a Talling record in school. Grou; tests will
characteristeally show them to be of low average ability.
They moy nave & nistory of probiems in flenriing to resd,
dirficulty in .aying attention, poor .andwriting, anc
orpaniention of tasite.  For post or these ch.i.curen long-
rance poals ave wmeaningless.v

They lack "future" orientation btecsuse the home of'ten fails to
cveate expectution of future rewards for present activities.

Many of tuetw youngiiters have £o much troubie coumauniceting with

Aot ot S e o 3,
v

Cdeanoer V. dmecuby, ote wl, "Conounity Integration wne the Social
fontrol of Juvunile De.ingyuency " Juurnae of tocial Issues, Vol. 14,
n. <, QOBY) pp. &8-51.
)

A . Harvy Passow, "Rducation in Depressed Areas,!" in Fducation of
the I'isadvantaged, A. Harry Passow, ed., 1967, p. 336.
i3

Martin P. Peulgech, "Minority Group anc Nlass Status as
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aqults that they will eitner withdraw or be openly hostile.
Tmotionally many disadvantaged cnilaren, accordlng to Gowen
nc Demos, "maintain a nepative anc unreaxzictic inmage of sell.
“weir frustration usualily leads to guick alscouragenent and
8
early abandonment of tasxs." In the woras of Amos,
The youth wno has been e..o0sed to the socializaticn
process of the lower class weveleps in wany instances
a concept of himself as & person wno isc inadeguate,
has .ittie cnanlice 0T scuccess and must rizht for every
gain, He may be so insccure and anxicus that he re-
acts physically to any threateuing situation. He
lacks & strong self-concept that woeuld otffer insulation
against delinguent benavior and grovide internal strength
by wilch e coulu benefit from whatever resources he
nas.
Adaitionally, the delinguency-prone cnild's home may reflect
nrultural patterns c¢ifferent from or inccmpatible with those of
Liie school, so that pavental support or his avjustment to ec-
ucation is nan-existent. In saort, the severely disaovantaged
child's problems are multituainous ana deep, anc severely cripple
his chnances to acnieve a meauingful place for nimselfl in school
an¢ society. The school system must become sensitive to hie

needs and adoress ituelf to overcome his problems.

Social anc Personality Factors in Scholastic Acnievement,! Mono-
graph No. & {(Ithica, New York, 1460), p. 40.

)
"The Mark Twain fchool and Relwted Programs,'" publiication of
Mentgomery Couty Public "chools, Fockville, Md. (Lu71), p. 9.

6
Amos, op. cit., p. 1%4,.
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I Loucatiovnal researcn azs tfouna ways to nelp tne desinguency-
prone youngster. The scnools must focus squarely on the critical
problems ot these chiidren in at least three ways:

1. Readjusting attitudes and techniques with the purpose of

improving tne self-cuncept of the child.

-

o Develouping curricula wnich neet these stucents! speciasl
needs,
e Providing compensatory eaucation programs at all lcvels
t.o overcome these chilaren's deficlencies anc problems.
Applice together witn the concern such & coordinated eftort
sneule arousc tuese programs shoula ao much to combat the

ceveloument of tne psychology of the pre-deringuent.

‘ ' Improving tne taelf-corcept
Many people feel that a central tarust of educction for
deilinyuency-orone chiicren should be focused on revising their
self-concepts. Certainly many researchers have linked confidence
and security feelings with positive achievement in school.
Curricuiium, te.cher strategy, phiicvsophy and composition,

counseling practice, ziid virtuslly all of the experiences and

waucativaal happenings within @« school should begin to make these
cnildren's self-image a major concern.
The self-concept, according to Henry Stock Suliivan, de-
veioss trom the "reftlcted appraisass of significant ot‘ne:rs."~7 How

a ealeo sees aib.oelU 1o wn outerovtin of pow other _eonce sew bim,

"
« Henry Stack &£ylli van, as quoted by Miviam L. Goldberg in
"Methods and Materials for Educationally Disadvantaged Youth,"
in Fducation for the Disadvuntaged, op. cits, p. 386,
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cupecially those seopte abuouwt whom he cares ana who have meaning
in hiis iife, Mirviam Guidberg finas thet "upong disacvantaged
Tiisdren, especlucdy Negvoes, thevre 1s a greater degree of seéf-
derogavien, of weelny oneself ws ugly, stupia, or infericr.®
william Xvaraceus, in a table cnaricterizing the personal traits
of ¢elringuents and non-ceiinquents iistea "iow self-perception,
aszothing or tecs thaa nothling,” as .ne of the eiements of the
aedlinguent-prone persounaliity. “hern teachirng children in a
guown nigh-aetlinquency-rate area, theretfore, it becomes imperative
'or tne schoul to cuuscicusly tackle tnis probiem through piannce
vedcning strategies. There are several ways this can be combatied:

1. Tvidence nabs been found to show that a feeling of accep-
tance and approval by nls teacher raises a child?s estimate of
himsell, 10 Teacnerse wust be taught- the im, ortance of their
roins in creating a new self-concept for children who need it,
Middie-ciass teschers need to be sensitized to this type of cenild,
All tezachers neoc to be shuwn special procedures such as the
post.onzment of formal reacaing instruction when necessary, the
use of Macting out" praocedures ane other special techniques, ana
to be mauve fully aware of the .cuntrollec use of positive reintoce-
ment to increase chiijaren's self-contidence.

2o Individuaiized instruction can psychoiropically aid the child
wihio comes from an envivrovnuent engendering soor self-concept. In
individualizea propgreawss toe culld will be accordea one-to-oue
attention and _erhaps for the tiret time will feel the sense of

8
Miriam Goidberg, ibid., p. E87.

o) o
William C. Kvaraceus, "The Counselor's Role in Combatting
Juvenile Delinguency," Personrel and (uidance Journal, XXXVI (Oct
1987), p. 101,
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worta tuls snousa roster.  4lso he will be spared the in-
vicgiouws cungnrison with Letter achievers because he will he
proKressing «t auis own pace. The op.ortunities to work at
nis own suecd and to choose hls own activities will give him
tne self-coulidence that is & prerequisite to searning.

se For older students ruie—-puaying of job-seexking situaticns,
of rright situations, of response to insult and other such
perional areas can be usea to help the child ventilate hics own
Trestrations, doubts, and worries and to explere the meaning
anc aypropriatensss of his feelings about himself.,

4, In neighizorhooc center prograwms intensive group work
accoimpanied by proaacned social contacts and revised occu-
pational frames of ret'erence have resulted in "signiticant
lwprovenent in self-esteem, level of aspiration, and general

11 :
behavior.!
Tne feeling thot he is succeeaing in scnool car greatly eftfect a

youngster's self-image. If carsiuily pranced the school progrem can

o much to transtorm the callid's negative attitude towards himself i
into a potent force so that ne way develep contidence and personal

strengltiis

10
Miviam L. Golcberg, "Factors Affecting Educational Attainment
£

in I'eprescsea Areas," in Fducation in Depressea Areas, A. Harry Passow,
Bhe, (1964), p. 49, A

11
Joan V. Cox asne Clavence ¥, Turneg, "A Report on an expeti-
mental rescarch project cesignea to test tne effectivencss of an in-
tensive group work in chauging values of Nepro boys from fatherless
famities." Project 017 (Cl), Divisien of Program Research, Social
Security Administration (Cleveland: Goodrich-Bell Neighborhood Center)
August, 196o.
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Peveloping a Relevant furricu.um

Tae secona focus or ecucation's role in combatting juvenile
delincuencey is in the area of relevant curricula. Several stuailes
neve snoun that two frequent reasons stucents cite tor Leaz}ng
scnool are lack ot interect and inappropriate curriculum, i A
curricuium that is uninteresting anc alien to the possible pre-
veringuent wili cause wim to be frustrated early and to guilckly
abandon ei'forts to succeed iu scnool.

The educatiovnal grogram for these chiidren must be planued
to deaiberately provoxke their interect anc hola their attention;
it wust force thewm by its nature to vecome actively involvea. It
must seex to enlurge tuelr range of experiences and fromes of
reference and at the same time evoke experilences Tamiliar enough
to ha§e weaning for them. Passovw outlines an instructional con-
tent that is compensatory in unzture, aimed at overcoming experi-
ential and cognitive deficits. Accerding to him, patterning
strategies ane adapting materials shoula aim directly at teaching
skills and b«haviors to chiidren whose experiences have not pre-
viously stimulated such growtn. Educators must look anew atl con-
tent in the speciilce sxisi and subject area to actermine now to
snape curnent for the cisadventaged caila. Real yprobiem-solving
ancd decision-panling, especial.y at the secondary level, ave
valuable because it is at this iwvel thut tue disadvantaged youth
seas nimsell ajact from the mainstream of suciety, alien, tostile,

ot auputaetic.  Passow progoses & re-exdw.dation of vocatlioneal

L
Uniteu States tenate, Interim Report of the Subcommittec
to Investigate Juvenile Deiinguency of the Committee of the
Judiciary, Youth Employment and Juvenile Deiinguency (Washington,
D.Cvs U.S. Government Printing Office, 1955), p. 17.
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ceacalion and its orientation progrums, iociuding extensive
use of vordlitary services ana subsidaized work experviences. The
evsential provulew as e sees it, 1g "now to ecucate the inner-
city enild out of ais subculture into scociety's muinstresam wnllie
precerving and developing personal elements of indivicduasity 5
ane aivergency, as well as the ositive elements of his cultur'e.,"L5

Gpecitfic elements of curricuia restructured for deringuent-
srTone, gceverely disacvantagea youngsters ares

l. Tne develuynient of leurning experiences i all
curriculum areas that relate directly to tne iives
of' the leurners
2. Remealal programs to maxe up the lauguage deficit

4o Creative and discovery anda problem-solving activities
4., A wide range of instructional waterials, aesigriea to

hola students'! interest
5., Field trii.s to expouse cniidren to experiences that

are 0ot pert of tueir everyday .Llives.
6. liuch opportunity for verbal and written self-exprescion.
7. Individualized instruction programs
8. Opun Cciassroons
9, Non-pradea classes
L0, Siguivicant opportunities for self-selected activities.

This forces the student to take an interest in his

Jrogram and gives him contidence in himself.

li. Intensive rececial tutoring when needea.

1o
L. Herry Passow, "Instructional Coutent for Depressed

Urban Centers: Problems and Approaches," REducation of the
Disadvantaged, op. cit., pp. 35%-69.
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”.
l li, Involvement of tne communlty when develouping and

evasusting the curricu.um,

9
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Cowgencatory Tducsticn Pro. raws

Reyond tne lastitution of a curricu.um vinicu ig mesningiul
to stunents the senool mwust institute s.ecial programs to meet
ane overceops ctucantst specilal probiemsv goumpensatory .rograws
Lo wnrovicde sxtra nelp in conguering a coposex of social, economic,
and eoucationsl hancicaps suilerud by tne aisaavanftaged cnildren,

Compensatory eaucation proprams aim to procure a successtul

i o . o - , ‘ . 15
scnool iile for cnildren and nave dropout prevention as their goal.

Tne programs range from pre-scaocl through nlghéchool and even
colleges ana wniversities. They inciude:
1. Enrichment proprawms
o Vocatitnal or career educatiun progranms
e School aropout Lrograms
d. Programs o Guicuauce aid Cuqhse¢ing, walch inciuce
desinguelit-; roneness screening wnd early identification
ol dropouts
No matter now especial.y-gearec for him the regular classroom pro-
sral may be, tae de.ingueat-prone child's needs demand special

nelps.

Tnricnment LrogTéaus Weoe aBsignet Lo give culiaren a vilde

range of experiences ana to concentrate on language develoupnent
suills like speaking, tistening aud writing. "Project Head Etartn
is a Uedural prograld veslpiea to . repare t.uaree ala four-yeur-olds
ror Kinaevg.rten zuu Jivet prace. Heaw Start is the west wascive
of the feeral enricument [ ropraws to date; aowever, there are

others. Follow Thruugh 1is a continuing prograw for culturally

ld
Ecdrnund Gordon and Toxey Wilkevson, Compensatory Fo-
uration for the Misadventaged, (New York, 19667, p. &L.

ATy
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enc ecouomicaily ceprived children in grades X-& wio were in
Heuwt Stert and have acadgemic needs. Operation lloving Ahead

15 also Tor graces K-3 but is ror all cniiaren naving acadenmic
cifticulties even if ot alsadvantaged. Tor older cuai.dren

a widely-known Jroject which originatea in New York is

Thie Hipgner Horizons pProgram. Thig enrichment program is aimed

at junior nigh schocr stuuents.

Vocational ecucation or career education programs are

being expanded rapidly and must continue to increace in tne
near future. Currently L&? of the country's nign school
stwwnts are in vocational ecucation programs.l Dr. Sianey
Marlanc, the U.8, Coumisicner of Education, has stuted nis
atrong conviction t.ul tne wany students who are :uow enrollea
in the generat curricuium (aluost 50¢) are not being prepared
for any Jjob. His goal is to change educational atta tudes so
tnwt at least 509 of young neopie will soon choosge cureer edu-
cation.
For the potential delinguent career education may hLe
the saving detervent frou leaving. fome students dre, out
for econousic reasons; tne establisnment ol work-study :rvograms
i secondary schools, ana even in sonc junior high schools,
offering payAas an lincentive, can keep some of them in scnool.
In the Sacramwento City Unidled fchool District an
cxoprrimental. propranm for truaat and sericusly misbehoviog
stuncnte was estaklishsc. Calisu the "Opportunity {chooly it
15Pabsow,”Educat;un in Depressed Areas," op. cit., p. 334,
16

Sidney Marland, Jr., in an interview in The New York
Times, (August 8, 1971), p. 58.
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vide geored Tor junior nigh scanocel stucents.  The schiool ailmed

Lo cnange attituces, to stress the gualities ol respect for
autnority, courtesy, cooperation, crive, awbiticn, harae work, Sb
puictuasity, neatness, ana self-respect. Several innovutive
feutures inciuded individualiy-tasiored programs, use of para-

professionals, r'lexibie scheduaing, low student-teacher ratio

AN
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anc aepgwork only if the tawi.y desived it. %
Clearly oune o1 the main jobs of educating youths must ?;
be to yrepure them for weaningful ewpioyment upon gracuation. ;’
N
Vocational ana career education can heLp\to srevent juvenile )

delinguency by ofrering stuuents a ciearer alternative.

Soehool arop-out programs weve given a tremendous booust

in the sumaser of 19635 by President Jona Kenunedy under tue Givection
of tne U.&, Office of Boucation. Recause of sowsring unemploy-
ment rates for dropouts suwmer contact campaigpns were initiatea

as energency weasures to reach youths who had no incentive to

gracquate. The swmphasis given drop-out prograwms hac procuced

several positive efrects. The programs succeeded 1a Tocusing
the atteation or tne oubulce wnd the local cowwanities invd;ved
on the scope of tne dfo;uut‘problem anc - on the cbnditions which
cause dropping out..Also scheels were forced: toreognize their
cwl Last lariwrves to ofter yPOgrumb'iXWﬁlbile eroUs il ane rele-—

vant envughe. Thisteallzation nas in some places resulted in

. L L ST IR
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sucn cinanges as student employment in the school itself, in
acjustment of the time schedule to ailew for emp.oyment or
otaer outside activity, and in returning young motnhers and un-
CMpPLOYec Gropouls to uctive school affiliation.

Potential delinguents avre often those unemgloyea yuutne
wao arepped out and  are tou old to enroll in fuil-time scnool
but who could bte heiped by vocationaltraining. The 0ffice of
Man Power Autowatlon ana Training of the U.S. Department of
Lubor tarough the Office of Economic Opportuunlty has created
programs for basic Jjob wgillis for previcusly unempioyuples.
These projects, which work in wmost .avrge cities,are aimed at the
youths ter whom any return to school is out of the cuestion,

The _.rogram typicairy Inciudes counseling and vocational training
with acacemic subjects like niothematics and science added oniy
a8 they are neecec foer a speclific job.

.

Gooa cuunseling anc puidance programs can p.ay a shra-

teglie vole in preventing juvenile delinguency. Rifective pro-
grams often cetect the celinguent-prone chisc ewrly and Bive him
specisl sup, crt. Also counselaor:s have a central role in vocational
guldance of youtns in drop-out wno woerk-study progrems.

Very few school districts have programs to detect

rilinquent-proneness. Yet William Kvaraceus has statec thats .

forevention cannot te acoleveu witiooul systewstic wna scolentitic

effforts to identify at en esarly age those cnildren whose deviations




in oerscnal waxe-ug, howe, and neighborhood situstions prowise
future hezavde in gereonsl adjustuent.n L Kvareceus ais0 notea
that a number of prediction toois ang devices have been pre-
=
pared for eurly icentificaticn. ® These cevices include:
The Porteus Maze Test (Porteus, 194k)
Minnesota Multiphuzsic Personacsity Inventory (Hethaway
and Monachesi, 1953)
Benavior Caran: A Teot Tor Iedlinguent Cni.dren
(Stogaill, 1u49)
The Glueck Preciction Tables (Glueck, 1uR0)-
K, I'. Pronenese Scales and Check List (Evaraccus)

Tnese instruments are nollfoolproof but they have been snown to

nave sufticient vslication data to recomnena their use by trained

proressicnal workers to iceutily cni:dren neediPng special attention

. . ¥
sarly. vhen nelp can ve wost effectives.

17
willdlem Kvaraceus, "The Counselor's FRole in Conbatiing

Juvenite Delinguency," Personnel snd Guzcince Journal, %6 (Oct., 1087)

p. 10U,

18
Ibid' > p- l\)f.)-l\)‘k.

19
Kviaraceus, op. cit., p. LU4.
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CoriclLusions

Too often the cycle shows that cerly faiiure in school icaas

to atienation from school to dropping out of school, to juvenile

celinquency, to acvurt unempioyment. The schooi must tcke a

central role in breaking the cycle.

1.

A

4o

(87}
L]

The prograis walch wre availabie for deiinguency-prone
youth are penervally good ana some are excellent.

These proprans, nowever, nandle only a fraction of

the children needing specializes attention.

RBecause of a variety of factors the predeliinguent often
fecrte inasceguele and insecure, and schools must sadress
themselves to this problem of poor seif-concepnt.

Tne curricuium neecs of this popuratiuvn axre almost
never met iu tne classvoom of today'ts publié schiool.
A1l levels of compensatory education can help the de-
linguent-susceptitle youth; they should be continuec
and expanded.

Counseling efyorts snoula ne intensitied so thet the
ridiculous ratios of 400 to one or worse can be reduced

to reascnable counselor/student ratios (100/1 or 50/1).

Recom,engutions

Tne tfederal poverrnnent should increase the pumber anc
scope of existing urograws ror tne disadveltageou and
create wany new ones to deal direcily with predelinquent

specific problems.
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Montg amery County and rrince Ceorge'!s County must

create and expanc prograss dealing with elementary level
chiidren with poor backgrounas to help the 160,000

plus cnilaren wano were not fortunate enough to be in

the two counties'! combiwed total of %20 in the lleuc
Start Program. (See Survey to follow) This tokenism,
especially in Prince Geevrge's County, (10 chi.caren)

is an‘insuLt to the needy famiiies and especially
chiicren who fall within the federal gulcelines of
poverﬁy—ievel°

e Comuwittees suuulc be crewted to study and revise the

|
l
curriculum in public schools, especially secoucary '
schools, to umeet tne needs ot stuuents.
4, Muany wore counselours in both élementary and seculdary
scnools with emphasis on Title I schools.
5. Teachers shousd, be given in-service training in tech-
niques of helping the disadventaged child.
6. Tarly detection vrograms should be esteli.ishec to fin&

celianguency-susceptible cnildren.

I firmly believe that education can play a large role in the
prevention'of juvenile delinqﬁency° Research nas been done and
has s.oown ways to help children from impovericshed environménts,
cniidren deprived of tne apparatus for sucessful wdjustment, .o

overcome thnelr deficits and change toneir frames of reference.
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Yhat is need,'now is a committwent on the part of education

leaders and the comwunity to use the resovurces we have

17

to insure the fullest cevelopment of every child.

As a postscript to sy work on this paper I contacted the

tro local ecovunties,

to ciscover the exteut of their programs which might help in

the prevention of juvenile delinqguency. This

Student Population. (total)

Black student pop.

Elementary students

Rlack elen, students

Seccndary students
Tlack sec. students
Is there a director or

nead of compensatory ed-
ucalion?

Is there a Gdivector of
fuceral programs?

Head Stert Program

Enrollment

Prince Georgels

]

lek, 8«8

56,405 (&x.17)

95,454 .

No

Yes

Yes

=10 children

Lo

A, 1 o)

B

?rince George's ana Montgomery (ounties,

is wheat

HMontgomery

No

Yes

Yes

510

I founau:

£ (5.87)

cniidren




7. Follow Tavrough

3. COpevration Hoving Aheac

Y. Vork-stuay programs

10. Specisl Schools for
cnitaren with learning
oroblenms

11l. Tarly detection program

12, Intensive tutoring ser-
vices

14, Per pupil expenaiture

for under-achievers

Prince George's

=96 children
(K~3)
4,000 chisdren
Yes

Noune

No

No

18

Montgomery
No program: the
county is not eligible

No progrem: the
county is not eiipibe
Yes

Tne Kark Twain &chools

No ~

Yeg#i*

$1,200.00

¥ T Mark Twain &chool, due to open January &7, 197&, will work

with £5%0 stuaents of average inteliignece, ages 11-19 (grades 6-1k)

who have Learning difticulties or wno are not acnieving in the

regular classroom situation.

The facilities and staff{ are outstanding.

The per-pupil ewpenciture wil: be five times higher than for thc other

cni.oven in the county (§6,000.00 per pupli).

#% Intensive tutoring in the county is done not by the school system,

but by a voluntury cwrganization i1 Kensington called "Ken-Gar",
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My inf{ormal survey led me to some observations about the local
school systems:
1. Prince Georgels County has a Breat need of pupil services.

S. Montgomery has fessa blacks, but a higher per-pupil expenditure. ?

T Y -

3. Prince George's nas almost four times as many blacks and a
lower per-pupil expencditure.
4, Nelther county has a significant numcer ot students in Head
Starvts
2. Moatgomery County, with 186,307 students, has lecs than
1/= of 17 in Head Start.
b. Prince George's Cuunty, with 164,828 stucents, nas Less
tnan 1/8 of 19 in Heaw Ctart.
‘ . Montgomery County, with fewer poor people, has twice as many
children in He&d ctart,
6. There 1is no.coordinatiun ol cervices avuliable 1or students who
are naving Learuing aifticuities and may pe potential delinquents.
‘
Calls to the acdwinistretive offices and conversations with S

Guidarnce, Humen Relaticns, Pupii Personnel, tpeclat Fcoucation,

anc Vocationsl Eoaucation Iepurtments apparently revealed that
they function in complete anc compacent oblivion of each otner,
7. The Mark Twain School shouid be an important and vital a&dition
to the county. The pilot study done for its creation, however,
identifiea 40UV Montgomery Couuty stucents as in neew of its

services., It will take £50. Tairteen nore lark Twains could be

built to accomodate the need. Prince George's County has no

.
-
*©
*
-
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school like this.
Be. 0 program for early detection of delinguency-prone children

exists in either county.

A brief look at these two ccunties only points out how much
tnere is to be done in warsnalling rescurces to help the disac-
vantaged child. Until a broad comittment is made the schools
cunnot utilize thelr uniquely central position to take a major
rolv in seeking to prevent Juvenile ccelinquency. The troubles
of tne youngster heacecu for celinquency are deeply-rounded anc
must be overcome through efforts in all purts of his environment,

)

bul the schools, as the most organized and most univercsal institution

tne child will encounter. wust tuke the lead.
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Qther fources

Personal and telepgnone interviews were conducted with many
adwinistrative ofticials iu both Prince Ggorge's anc Livitgomery
Counties. Tnhe directors of pupil perconnel services, records
departments, counseling divisiouns, feceral programs divisions, and

. neads of the Head Start anc Foilow Through programs were cunsuited.
Most helpful were lMr. George McKinney of Prince George's County,
Dirvector of the 0ifice ol Feueral Progyrawms, and Mrs. Helen Kohut

of Montgomery County, Coordinator of Federal Programs for the county.
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