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TDe pl'obhH:J of juve:nil(-; (i(~.Linquoncy is a troub.Linr one 

because it represents cnl1drcn t 5 lives unfulfilled, potentials 

was ted. Many are working to, - rehabili ta te young people who 

have broken the law, but n.l'.-'rnost everyone a~;!'ees tnat the greatest 

;I 

value to our society would be in th0 development of ef~e~tive 

plans for preventing del.illquency before it ueveloi.s. Education 

alone cc1.nnot solve tne problems of t11e delinquent-.cJrone child, 

but any long-r .. :nnge SO.Lutiol1 must utilize our eQuc&.ti0nal system 

as one of the? prime vehicles for developing a chi.Ld to\\ard& a 
~ 
t -meaningful r01.e in.our society. 

~,: • ~ Education is only one pClrt of any cni.lcl i s envi ronment; 

i for the dClinqu(~ncy-prone youngster the i'arn ... ly, the l,olice, the 

courts, re.Ligiou5 inbtltutions, an~ recreation probrams must 

• 

, 

all be rnarshallec. to help \';1 th his spocial needs. Any program 

truly committed to combatting juvenile delinCt.uency must involve 

tnt:: total f.mvironment. However, as Awos !1hS pOintea out, "in 

uu!' culture ti1P. se-hool has CA uni<1.U(~ O)pol'tuni ty to inrlUpnC[~' 

bEmavior and to r:101.G. the CLH).ractet' of young;sters ill i tb cnargfJ.I! 

The scnool is in a centl'al position to attacK the caUbPS of 

juvenIle delinquency becaUSE-: of its univel'sa.Li ty and its r.ctual 

anet !iotential resources. 

Which children must be reachea by prQ~rams to pre~ent 

de.dnquEmcy,? V!hat al'e tnei r unique necjds? Accorc:.t.j,ng to ~.1accoby 

I 
l"illiam Ar,)os, "Pr8velltiun throul,h thE;: echool;' folinquency P!'E;-­
vr::ntion, by ~·vil.J.iai!1 E. Amol:: ana Cn:.;.r le~; F 0 ~'!ell fOl'C;., EngleV!ooG 
C~iffsJ New Jurbey, 1967, p. l~a. 

1 
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,JOll!l!;On, HIl'.' r:hurch, !lIt is W~;ll.-KnOVm, 01' course, thnt Q8lin-

Th8 children most ~rone to 

t8rr~ation to juvHnile ~el.inqu~ncy, therefore/can be genera~~y 

:)r(:'~s~:r~d U.t'i;:I;.S anll. is S(;;Ver81.Y hanuicap,i;JeQ in his scnooling by 

a nomJ..lc;y.i ty of con(ii tions ill the llome, in the neignt;orhood, and 
'it 
I; 

These youn~~ter& lacK a wide ranee of ex-

r(:rl !w.d n8v!::r bl~(m more than t5 bLOCKS from home, tne. t no.~f re-

vvrtE-;cl no pf.::Il or j)enciJ. dt nome, and thc,t the majori ty of homes 
4-

tlr;Hi no books.. 11 PUblic;! tion of 'l..!\e nuw Mark T'vvain School in 

HOf'!kVillc, M;.rylhnd del."r:l'illet. thE:: Gxperience and p&ycllo .... ogy of 

T;'H~ tlomfj ~;om(')time& will havp. t'ailE:,Q to IJroV1GE: the 
;,taLIFc' ('liw:~tf, nocr.;U:hr:y to nurture E::lllotiof.1al r;rm'.tli, 
'J'fil~ oftt..:r.!. .U,t'K Or(.0!' ur~l. o!'tClLlization. Echool exp ... r~ 
i~ncQs ~by hav8 been camu~ing. They are far behind 
l.tl 'Lion",l norr:1~' in l'euQing and verbal 1:1.8 ili ty. They 
r.'j:)~' llttVb a i'cdling record in school. GrouL tests v.ill 
(·!lhractr::ri!:.tcolly sl'lOVJ them to be of low average.:; &bili ty. 
7hcJ' mC:1y DaVE; E:. nibtot'y of i/t'oLJ.errJs ill J..8Cl.rl~in[ to rf.,ad, 
tti r.'ficuJ. ty it!. .. ;_~Y inL CIt tE;Il tion, poor HEtliCiv. 1'i t ing, bnG. 
(jr~,;.:'LL~l~tiL'n of ti:\U-:S. Fo't' ~()~,t or' the;je c!L.lc.rE..;n long­
ran~c ~ouls are ~eaningle~s.0 

Ttlu~' lade 11 future!! or!l.entation because the home often fails to 

Ct'8:,tC 0xpect~tion of future rewards for present activities. 

:~:ln:;' of tl1f~! I. y\..IUUt;~t!;t'~j h[,vU to r;n;ch trc.·u.b.!.e cOlii ... 1..nir:l,tin,,: \,ii\l 
-, -----_._._----_. 
", 

. l,':Llllvr ~~. i:!f.lcC'uby, e::t. ~l;o "Com." illli ty Integration 1..1:1(1 tht' f o('ia1 
("ontt'ol of JU\ L:11i1e I~e .. .lU·.iu(;..L.1CY !I JllurnU.L of t.ocial Issues, Vol. ILj; 
u .... " o.~5U) pp. ;-;8-51. ' 
,') 

A , Ho,'rt'Y' Passow, IfE~ducat:t.on in Depressed. Areas, II in Education of 
tho ri~HldvantagL:d, 4. Harry Passow, ed •. , 1967, POI 336. 
1;1 

~,"n': in ? r-. u":. 5':'h, "!~inot'i ty G't'oup unc t;lass f~tatus as PC.!..t:i. 't i::C :0 ~. 
I 
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aaults that they will either withoraw or be openly hostile. 

Fmotionally many disp..dvantaCf;d cn.ilrtl'Em, a ccoretinG to GOI;2n 

':.'-,.f3i r 

early 

frustrat1un u~.uaLL~' 10C:i.ct t. to (iU.i.CK 0.1 sco\.~ra[:er;lent b.nct 
6 

abandor,ment of tasKs.1I In the \;orlis of NJos, 

The yuuth v.(oo nc:.5 t;el;n (:!'-i,osed tu the 50ciE .. li~aticn 
prucess of the lov:er c18s~, (HJVelops ill l'ie<.ny 1n~tLtn~E'.s 
a concept of him~elf h:': h :;;erson \'1110 i~ il1~lQe(lUtltE:, 
has .O-i ttle: cnQ.r.i~;f; of t;ucce~,s ano. Ir,l.,st t'ii,ht for every 
~rain,. Ee may be so ins8cure (:\nd til1:x.ious thfit he re­
acts physicall.Y to any threhtel>il!g 5i tucltion. HE: 
lacks a strong self-concept that ~uuld offer insulation 
a~ainst delinquent behavlor and provide internal strength 
by wl'),;i.ch 11e COU1Cl benefit from whatevE-.lt' resources he 
has .. ( 

Ana1tionally, the delinquency-prone child's home may reflect 

~ul tUt'c..l pat tr;;rns C i ffcr(mt from 0'(' 1nc<. mpcl ti blf: v,i th tho~.G of 

U'18 school, so that par(;.ntal sUPllort 01' his EJ.O justm8nt to (.(~-

uca t ion is non-exi ~ tent. In sourt, the severely Gi.s&o:vun tagf:Q 

chi] d's ,i)'C'oblell15 a.-r·E;: mu.l. ti tuctinous ami deep, and sE:vGroly cripple 

his chances to acni1:~vE: a wG&,\lingful ,tJl1:Lce foT' rlimf' clf' in se-hool 

ana society. The scnool system must become sensitive to hib 

needs cmo. ao.rJress i t!Jf::'lf to overcome his problems. 

Social anc. Personali ty Factors ir! Scholu~; tic AC.(iievbmE:nt, II Nono­
gl'&..ph No .. 8 (Ithica, Hev> YUT'k, l'J60), p. ';):9. 

5 
"The J.1v.rl{ Twain ~)chool and ReL!t tE:d PrOp'RTaS," .1JUb.Li ca tion of 

?.1ontgoIDb'l'Y cout:,' PUblic ~'c!lOols, PocJ:(villc, Md~ (1~J71), p. 9. 

6 
Amos, Ope cit., p. 104. 
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l!.c:,uca 1..i( . .'md re&earcn :w.s t'ounc. Wb.Ys to hellJ the dSJ.inCiuency-

prone YUW1tbter. The bcnools Dust focus squarely on the critical 

prob.Lems of these cni.Lclren in at .Least three ways: 

1. Readjusting attitudes ana techniques with the purpose of 

i~proving the self-cuncept of the child. 

~. Pevel(Iping curricula wnich r.leet these ::,tuG.ents' special 

i •• Providing compensatury education programs at all levels 

t.o OVGrComE; these cl1iluren' S deficiencies and. probl8ms. 

Appli \~(;. tw~~~Uwr wi tn th(·~ ':!c>ncc rn such c:. coord inn. tee: effort 

S:'l()UJ.c.. urous(; t!l8S8 j,I'!'o[t'ams shoulCl! GO much to combat the 

(!.l;;V(~l O;AIHmt of tne l)Sjcnology of the yre-uB..:..inQuent e 

ImprovirlLJ: .. D .. ~~ I:":l:,f-;-l;oncept 

Muny 1)801.·.Le fet::l tha L a central tnrust of educ ... tion for 

<.l~uinti.uency-.!)rOlle chi..Lo.ren Should be focused on revising their 

selr-co~cepts. Cert~inly ~any rebeurchers have linKed confidence 

and security feelings 'With positive achievement in school. 

CurricuJ.t.rn, t!:~ .. cher s tra t8gy, lJhi.LOSOIJhy and corolJOS! tion, 

c<'lum~e.linr; p"C'actice, C:1ild virtu1:4lly o.J.l of the expe"C'ience~ ClUe: 

I:.;;(.tLlGitti\,'!lal haJ:-'jJenint:b V';ithin 0. school !:::hould begin to mHkc these 

cni.Ldrenfs belf-image a major concern. 

The self-concept, acco"C'ding to Henry Stock SU1.Livan, de­
.7 

v(" :,I);',s from thG !'r8n/.:.cted ClJJ:j"C'C'dsa.Ls of ~~ibniricant (.thE;rs. It HoW 

'I 
Fenry c.tack f:~lli van, as Ciuoted by fJIi riam L. Goldberg in 

"Methoas and Materials for Educationally Disadvantaged Youth," 
in Education for the Disadv~9taged, Ope cite, p. 386~ 
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~ :i:cil'f:.,n, \;)sJ)/:'ciu.':'J.j' i~t;~:t'o~S, tiiE"t'~.; is a gt'8ater <.tegT8f..' of ~elf-
8 

(;'7r'O(t~ tiuIl, of L8eint; onC:i.oelf :,5 ULly, ~tU.i..:iQ) (·r inferior. 1I 

~\Jilliam Kva ra<!Ems, in a ~Jublf:) cne.. t': .. C teri zing the lJerSon,,,l traits 

of (;(~.dnquents and. non-d.elinquents .Listea "low self-perCE::9tion, 

a::.:.nutn:nf, 01' J.(l...;S tn'.Hi Clothing," as ...rle of the eiement~ of the 
9 

Cl~]linCJ..uent-]Jl'one IJeI'svrJ.~li ty. i'heYl teachint; childt'eTl in a 

rcoown nl[h--(ie.L.lnquency-rate area, thr;refore, it becomes ilr.[jErative 

rot' tne SChOL,l to Cl.'l.i.sc.:i.c,,'usly tackle tnis prob.Lem thl'OUf,Il planncc. 

V:r{(;rliIlg oS tr'a tegies. There are &8veral ways this can be combat Lea: 

ttJn(:e and appt'oval by IJis teachet' rai~)es a child?s bstinJc,t€ of 
10 

t'01(;8 in cre,~tiYlg a new self-concept for children who need 1 t. 

~1id(L.·:;-c.Lass teC1cll'~rs need te. be sensitized to this tY}l8 of crlild. 

All U:;,,;?"cnr:l"S n8(>0 to b8 shl.·vm spseial lJrocedures such as tht~ 

pos t L.Jon8munt of formal reacting instruction when lleCeS&ary, the 

Ube of "acting OUt" pro cedures amt other E.'1)6cial technic!ues, Eine:.;. 

to b8 marle fulJ.y a'-'Iare of the" cuntrollec. use of pc.si ti VE. rt'int'oc(::?-

r:Hmt to increase chiJ G ren T 5 sel f-c:(mfidence. 

~ .. Ind.ividuaJ.ized in~tI'ucti~n can .fJsycho.L0Llcally aid the child 

who c(")mes from an envirvrWlent engendering ~Joor self-concept. In 

individualizea pro6t'E..l.:JS tue Cnild will. be accoraea one-to-Otlf: 

att8nti(ln aile erh'::ii,JS fur t118 t'rrst tir:J6 \\;il1 feel tr~e sen::.€: of 
8 

Miriam Go~dberg, ibid .. , p. 387. 

9 
William C. Kvaraceus, IlThe Counselor's Role in Combatting 

Juvenile Delinquetluy," Personr.el and Guidance Journal, XXXVI (Oct 
1957), p. IJI. 

!. 
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vir.:io,'(b 1)1..'(JL-'4rison v.i th (Jetter 8.chievers because .be vlill be 

The otLcrtuni ties to worle at 
... . 

his own SLJer,:;d and to Ch00::5e hi::. own activi ties 1Jiill Live him 

t~1f=J ~;elf-coldidence that is a .f.lrereql~i5i te to .L.en.rLi~g. 

,'J. For older ~ tuder .. ts rU.L.G-pJ.aying of j ob-s eel~ing si tm~ tions, 

of t'right situativns, of re~.pon~e to insult and other such 

Ij(::t':.0na.L area;,; can be usea to help the child ventilate his own 

'l't'0.strR.tions, (ic·ubts, and worries and to eXl)lore the mecu1ing 

t.l. In !18it;nborhooG center prot,rams inten~;i ve group \'wrk 

o.ccomiJC·.l,uied by tJroaue;nr;!Q social cpntacts and revised occu-

pational frames of ret'ereDce have resu~tea in "signiric~nt 

LiJt)l'OVCWC:Hlt in self-esteem, level of aspiration, and eenE.:t'al 
11 

b ehcwior. It 

Til!) i'f:JG.Lint; tnat ne is succeeuiHg il~ ~cllool can greatly effect Et 

y()un~~stl-3r' S self-imut;e. If car~i'u .. L.LY i.jl.arl1J.ed tne school iJror;r(';;F! can 

rIo mueh to transform tne enild' s neba ti ve a tti tude tovmras himself 

into a potent force so thut ne ~ay devel~p confidence &nd personal 

!~ t r eng til. 

------~l~O~·---------·-------------------------------------------------------

~.1iriam L. Golaberg, "Factors 
in p(Jpru~sf':J(i Areas," in Eduea tion in 
':'(1 0 , (196.',), p. 49. 

11 

Affecting Educational Attainment 
Depressed Areas, A. Harry Passow, 

.. Toilrl rftt rOX fJ.!:lCt C}\ .. t"f.!nee 1i. rL-rnE;~, "f~ EG)!ort or.L cJ.rl e}~ijCli­
m';ntal r~~t;~~arcn iJr0~ (,et C.(,;L·L~>nE.CA to te!..t tnE; effectivenc~s (')1' an in-· 
tt:..nsi vc.: gt'OUp v,ork in ehauging values of NE::t,ro bOJ-'.s frOID fatherless 
familios." Project 01.7 eel), DlvisiC'n of .t}rogram Research, t;ocial 
8~curity A&ministration (Clevel~nd: Goodrich-Bell Neibhborhood center) 
August, 19Gb. 

~I 

! 



• 
7 

'T.'.w seeono focus or GGucution's rolE:: in combatting juv;:rlile 

r12V(j ~[jown that two frequent rHl..sorw stucients cite 1'01." leaving 
l~ 

.sci:lool are lacK ot' irlters;;.t and inhpprOl~riate curriculum. 

cut'l'iculurn th~i.t is uninteresting anc:. [i.Lien to the post3ib.Le 

fJ8.Lin:iuent will cause (lim to be frustrateCi early cu-;,d to quick.Ly 

8.bandon et'forts to succeed iu school. 

The educativnal l.rogram for thebe chiidrE;n must be planLwd 

to de.Lib0rately provoKe their interE::~t an~ hola their attention; 

it must force them by its nature to oecome actively involveoo It 

must seeK to enlart,e tneir l"Clnge of f;:x1Jeriences and frf.trne~ of 

ref~r~lce and at the sume time eVOKe ex~eriences fem~liar enough 

to have meanine; for them. Passow outlines an in:.,tructional con-

t~mt tna t is cor:Jpensc,te·ry in lib. ture, aimed at overcuming eX:Jf3ri-

ential and cognitive deficits. According to him, p~tter~inf 

S t e<:l t.1::[i ~;;s uno a<.la)ting mat6riG.ls sb0~~1G. aim directly at teael1ing 

SKills and b'Jhavivrs to chilciren whose experiences have not pre-

viously stimulLitea such growth. Fduci:J.tors must lool:. r.tnev~ at cun-

S~laJe c~n~ent for the aisadv&nta[e~ chila. Real ~rub~em-~olving 

ana decislOn-r;lCl.l.ir"g, especial.,.y at tne sE::co!1d.ary level, Hre 

valuable because it is at this L:vel ti1Ltt tne disadvantaged yuuth 

l~; 

Uni tau t.tates t:enc4te, Interim Report of the [:ubcomrni ttco 
to Investigate Juvenile Delinquency of the Committee of the 
Judiciary, Yuuth Em 10 ClIent and. Juvenile Delin'uenc (Wc:..sh1ngton, 
D.CwJ U.S. Government Printin~ Office, 1955 , p. 17. 
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USf;1 01' VU1.Lult;jr~' ~ervices ana SUbLiciized. VlOl'ri. expet'ience,s. The 

(;::t,senU.hl prOlLL8l!l b.~j .... e ~l:le~ it, is tlnow to e:Gucate the inn~r-

r;i ty e:uild out 01' nis SUbCUi t:.:tre into soci ety' s mal.nstrehlTI wnLLe 

r?l'G~.(Jrvir:.~ and Q(~velr.J}Jing lJ0'l.~sonal elements of incti VictUE'.J.i ty 
1;S 

aWJ (liv~jr€~(JncYJ as W~lJ. as tne .ositive elements of his cultureo ll 

Specific e18ments uf curricu~b restructured for deiin~uent-

lb 

1. Tne develu i.Jr.lent of leurning experiences 1i .. all 

curricUlum areas that reldte directly to tne lives 

of the 1 au r Hel' s 

b. Remeai al IJrog rams to r;lake ulJ the Ifl.l.gv.a.ge aefici t 

,~). Crea ti ve alld dis covery a.rlel problem-sol vir!g ac ti vi ties 

<r. A wide rant:e of iLlstructi'O)lal Iub. terials, QGsigrwa to 

huld. studentsf intErt::Lt 

are iwt l)i:l.rt of tHoi l' eV6L'ydt:l.Y ii ves • 

6. ~~uch opportuIli ty for verbal l1.l.d wri tten ,self-expression. 

7. Individualized instruction progr&IDS 

9. NOD-uruden clas~es 

1.0. Siguificant opporturli ties for self-selected activi ties 0 

This force~ the student to' take ali interest in his 

1)r0t. r'::WJ and gi V8!:J him c<.mt'ic~ence i1.1 hinJself. 

IJ.. .. Inter~si ve 1:'lLeQic.l tutorirl6 when needea. 

A .. Harry Passow, Itlnstructivnal COl'.itent for I,epres;:;ed 
Urban Centers: Problems and Apl.'roc..ches, II Educa.tion of the 
Disadvantaged, op. cit., pp .. 35~-69o . 

J 
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eva~uGting the curricu~umQ 

• 

• 
: ,,< 'li \ ',i.. :,...' , __ t" ~~. 
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Ijf.;yc,nct tna Ins ti tut~ un of a curr:L CU .... UID \;nicu it ::J8Lr ... ingi'ul 

to E..tu(: cmts tnG ~cnool must iw .. ti tUtE; ~1.eci2.1 progran:;s to meet 

<lIle; l\Vf:t'(~OllJ!'; :::tuonnts' sjJ€cial problems 'I ~{jltli)e1.lSatory !.rogrCBlIJS 

to rr;'ovir;r: (~y.trl;:l. l1F:l1) in conctl.wring a COIn'j.:..ex. of soci8.l, economic, 

ano ~Gucational hanaicap& surrerud ty tne aiShQVantaged cnildren. 

CUlll,t.-)(.:nsa t(.)ry eQUCH tion ,tJroL rams aim to ;Jrocure a success t'U..L 

H 
SCllool ~ire for children and nave dropout ~reventlun hS their goal. 

~:tl8 IJ'c(Jcraws r.J.l1te frum .f)re-sci~ol,l tnt'vULh i.llehfchODl and even 

(!olleges ano 'l.utiver~;ities. They include: 

~:o Vocd.tll·11c.1.1 or career ed.uca,tiun fJ'rogl'ams 

vl'clru 1-'<'> Ll. ts 

No rnatt~~ nuw e~~eciai_y-ge~reti for him the refu1ar classroom pro-

gram wuy be 1 tl1e de., inquei.lt-prULB cnild' s needs demal;d .special 

t'hnge:; of GXlJ&riel1cE;:s an,ci to concclltt'ate on language develuJ,lfiJent 

St~ills like s.r/uaking" 1i stening aud writing. "Proj ect Head Start" 

othe1:'s .. Follow ThrLu~h is a cc.mtir~uing program for cUlturally 

1ll 
E.dmunc~ G01:'don and roxey Wilkerson, Compensatory E'c­

uroation for t1'!.9 ri~jadv&ntagM, (Neri York, 1966), p. 41. 
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c.:.ll'l ecouolDiCCl..LJ.y e,,\::j)ri ved cnildren in grades K-~'$ \WO ',¥er8 in 

HE:Hl,U t..t<:J.rt and have acaaemic neElds. Operation 1.10ving Ahead 

is R1~o tor gr~oe~ K-~ but is for all clli~Qren DMving acaaemic 

cdft'iculties even if l.ot cdsu.uvc"z~taged. For older c.dl...aren 

a widE::ly-lu.'1.0vm )T'O j ect vkl.lch oT'it.,inatea in New 'York is 

Ti!e Hl/:'neT' HOTi ZODS Pt'O!;;T'um g Thi s elrrichment })t'ogT'arn is aimed 
15 

Voca tional ec~uca ti ·.::m or career educa tio1.1 1Jrobran:,s Cire 

beIng eXiJanded ra1Jidly aHd. [;mst continue to inCreH1:::e ill t:OG 

n~~r future. Currently l~~ of the countryfs ~igh school 
16 

s lu(. ';nts a.r-,;: in vocational eo.ucation progrwDs. Dr. f.'ianey 

Marlanc, tk18 UoS .. COl<lll1is::;. ... ner of ,Education, has stated nis 

a tront; cOHvi ction t:.at tne L:Jany stud.en ts who arE; !~OVI e.r~ro118C1 

in thE:: t.;enera.L curri CUi urn (alLios t 50~') are not ceint !)repct!'eci 

for any job. His goal ib to churlge educational attt tU(les so 

t!li... t, at least 50~ of j',.ju.ng ~)UOi';l.e will soon choose cCJ.recr edu-

cati0n. 

For the potential deiinquent career education mcty be 

tne; saving deteCt.'E.lr~t fro • .:; le<..ving. [owe students dl'v.t' out 

for 8conu::Jic t'r~",i.sCJns; tne et,.tal)li~nUlE:nt of vwric-study It'o(!'c.m!> 

ix! sGconciary schoc.ls, tAna even in ~OI.l(j juniur 11igh bCtlOols, 

offering pay as an lncentive, can keep some of them in scnool. 

In the Sacramento Ci t~1 Unidlied fchool Di~ trict an 

stl~r,H.lt5 h'as f-;~t&tlisnen. CelL.eo the 1l0p,tlo!'tunity ~chool~' it 
i5 

Pat>sow, "Educat.!.CJrl in [r8pr8i:.bed Areas, II OPe ci t., p. ~,)~-S4. 

16 
Sidney Marland, Jr., in an interview in The New York 

Times, (August 8, 1971), p. 58. 
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'prot'es~iu:naJ.s, r'lexio.l(j scheau .... ing, low student-teClcher ratio 

ana (j,;'r:rework only 11' tria i'cl.l"i.J.Y desired it. , , 

Clearly OLbuf the main jots of educating yuuths must 

be to ~rep~re them for fue&ningful e~p~oy~ent upon gra~uation. 

VocAtiunal ana career educatiun can help to ~revent juvenile 
\ , 

delinquency by of(ering stuuents a clearer ~lternutive. 

School 0rop-out ~roirams were given a tremendous boost 

in the i:.;;·wl.l;;J~t' of 18o~;) by Pre~)idellt Jorw Kenl1e<iy ur .. cier bie ui rection 

of tne U. t: 0 Office 01' Eciuca ti on. 13ecau~ e of sOb.ring unempl.oy-

ment rc~tl3s ft)r drv,t1()uts SUiiJ;:JOr contact campai~ns were ini tiatea 

as 8merf;mwy llJeafiUres to I' each Yliuths who had no incentive to 

graauate. The emph~sis given drop-out ~rograms has prouucea 

severl.:Ll pu~i ti ve effect~. T118 , !;rligrams 'sucG~edE:d in l'ucu~ing 

the attr:l!1titm 01' 'trw pUb..l.1C ttHd. the 10CB.L CO .• "u...tnl ties invo.,Lved 

on the SCO.f.i8 of tIle dr'ol_out prublem ane..· on the cond! tions wnich 

cause dropJ.)ing out. Als·o scho(,l::5 were forced' to rn;:::ognize their 

" 
C'Hn pCil:Jt fdJ.J.~lr(~~ to offer i-,t'o~,r"lYJ'::' i \("l \bile erwuc.h an<_ rel(?-

\t1:l.ut ~ml.. .. ugh. T11i~ \'Bi::1~l~1:l.ti()n n1:l.S in SOluG places resulted in 

• , 



suen ci11:l.nges as student e!'.i.vloynJent in the school i t&elf, in 

aojustnwnt of the time ;JcheClule to Lt.L~l..W for eL(J,tJ,.;..oyment or 

othet' (lutside acti vi ty, anCi in t'&turning yvung rnotnct's and un-

Potential delinctuents are often thuse uner.1,t-'.\.oyea Yl..Juttl,s 

,~no c.ropped out hnd :iJ"e tou old to enroll in fUJ..l-tir:;e senool 

but VlllO could be hel.ped by voc8.tic,r ... al ttaining. The Office of 

Han Power J\.utollW. tiun ana Tl'b-inillg of the U. S. De,tiartment of 

Lc..bor tnt'ough the Office of Econowl c 0Pl)(..'t't.ul1i ty h&s cre.:: tE:;(~ 

pcogrd.::)s fot' basic j ob :';r~ills for previl..·usly unem.L-~.LoYhDles. . 

These projects, v:hich work in LJ)ost ..I.8t'ge cities,are &irrled at the 

Yvuths 1.'0'(' whom any t'eturr. to scl100i is out or the (luGstion~ 

The _,rogram t.ypiCitl..LY inc.Ludes cO'Ul~seliHg alid voc~ttior.al trflining 

wi th c~caaemic subJ ects like Lj" thellib.tics and science added only 

as they ure neea8G f0r a s~ecific job. 

Go06 C()UZ!::> f;ling CI.ne ~.ui(ir,nce..2rograms can p .... ay a s tt'a­

t~~giC' ro18 in pt'E;.venting juven:J.lf;; delinquency. El'fGctive pl'O-

splCcic.l suP. cr t. .Alf.o <:()un~el(lr~ hhvc a centred rolE; in vou .. li .. i(inul 

guitanc& of Yl~ths in drop-out ~nQ ~vrk-btudy proCrLms. 

Vbry few school dibtr~cts 'have progr~ms to detect 
~ 

r.:",.;linquent-vronr.;ness. Yet l\'illiam KVHraCeW:i heU, stater. thf .. d,: 

efforts to identify at an 8&r1y age tno~e cnildren WLWE8 dE.Viations 
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in y;r~j(..nal tJitti.\:r;-Uj), homE:, and nciLhborhooc[ situc;tivn~) 1)I'OtJisc 
17 

KV1:.l.'t'E...ceus'a.i.so noted 

tf-:ta t a number of i)t'eciicti on tOO-LS ctilQ devices have been lJ't'E:.­
IB 

pa't'8cl for 8<.t:'ly icienti ficatil.n. ThesE: device~ include: 

The Porteus Maze Test (Pot'teus, 194~) 

Minrwsota Mul tillh:.l.sic Per:"onu-Li ty Inventory (He tha1;';BJr 

and ~onachesi, 1953) 

Benb.vi or Ctird ... : A TG...; t for r>:u.in(;l.uent CrlL d ren 

(Stog6ill, 1848) 

The Glueck Pr8~icti0n Tables (Glueck, IURO)' 

K~ t. PrOl10ne::.s Seales and Cneck List U:vv.raccus) 
. 

Tn ... .;s(:, iw;trur.1c;nts ar~.:: no~ fo(.)lproof but they have been 51101;111 to 

ha.vc.: sufCic:;' ont vO-liea. tion c!.a ta to recomwenu thE::ir us e by t t'cLin!;;6 

.I.Jr'ui' 8!:- sh·n,:.! \,:ol'ker 5 to iGen t it'y cniJ. dren l:.eed.rng ~ 1-)ecial C1 1: tention 

1 I t fi
' . \::, 

t:;:ar y~ Yih(,;n Ill.: 1) CEln Le t.J(.)S e s·ct~ve. 

17 
. ·.,ll.Lib.m Kva rucf.:Us) II Th,::; COUllS ell ( .. 1' 's Role. iri Cor .. cc:\ t tinE; 

Juvf~rd.L!:: lel~nQ.uE:mey, It P0r::'1'1Uwl 8.11C[ L"u~.ut.,nC8 .Juurnal, 36 (Oc t., Lif17) 
p. IJu. 

18 
Ibid., p. l0~-104. 

18 
Kvurac8US, o~. cit., p. 1U4. 
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Too often th~ cycle shows thut E~rly fai~ure in school lGRa~ 

to 8.J..im~ation frow school to drop.IJir.g out of school, to juvf;lllile 

delinquency, to au.ul. t unemployment. The SChOOl must t;:.ke a 

central role in breaking the cycle. 

1. The probraw:l WL1ich L.rE; e;,vl:dlab..l.8 for delinquency-prone 

youth are Lenera.l.lY good ana borne are excellent. 

~. These vro~r~ms, however, ~andle only a fr~ction of 

the crl';'ldren 11eeo.1ng ~pecie.ll.i'"ed attention. 

j. Eecau~e of a variety of (actors the predelinquent often 

f~61E in&Gequut6 and inbe-cure, and s~hools must &~ctress 

thcm5~lves to this problem of poor self-coDce~t • 

L~. Tne curricu_Lum ne6C.S of tnis iJopu.latiun a,x:e B.lmost 

never r:Jot iu tne clas~Jroom of toda.y f ~ public sCilool. 

5. All levels of cO:r.Jpen~atClry education carr help thE:.! a€::-

linCiuent-susceptib+e YO'...lth; they should be continued 

and expanded. 

6. c(}un~;eling ef) orts sIwulo be irltensii'ied so trH t thE 

ridiculous r&tios of 40J to one or ~orse c~n be r8duceQ 

to reasonable co~~elor/student ratios (lOU/lor 50/1). 

PeCOI;jL,enCH.\ ti ons 

create l;Jany new ones to deal ciirectly with pred~lin(iUent 
,. 

speci fic problems. .,,' 

I; 
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~. ~ont[~mery County and ?rince Georgc'~ CUilllty ~ust 

t.::rf~i:ttL and (:. ;:~anc. ~rogrcu[:s deeding vlfi th ele:m8ntbry lE:vel 

cniJ.o l'0!l v;i th povr bE1.cKt~ rounas to help the 160, GOO 

plus cni.Lc, ren Vltl(,) \'vare r.llt i'vrtuna te E:nou~h to QE.: in 

the tvv"O c0w:..ties' comLi.b6a total of 7~O in the lwb.G. 

Start Program. (See 8urvE=y to follow) This tOKe:nisnl, 

(;!sp(::cially in Prince Get,lrge' 1::. County, (::::10 c.t1L.o.ren) 

is an insu~t to the needy fami~ies al~ eSVE:ci&l.LY 

chiltren who fall ~ithin the federal guio.elines of 

poverty-levelo 

;.~. ComlJJi ttees SL~uUl(j. tie crf;;8.ted to stUd.y and revisE' tHe 

curriculum in public schools, especial.Ly seco!lcat'y 

schools, to ~eet tne needs of stuaents. 

Li:. MClny i'dOre COlH.se.Lvrs in bc.1th elementary ar..<i ~·ecv .. :c!.Rry 

8cnools with emphasis on Title I schools. 

'5. TCllchr::rs shou.ltl; bE.1 gi van in-service tr~irdl:g iiL tech­

niques of hel~ing the disCldv~ntaged child. 

6. I'~arly dGtf~ctivn ;trograms should be es ta.b_ i snea. to firw 

ueliaquency-susceptible cniltiren. 

I firmly believe that eaucation can play a large role in the 

prevention of juvenile delinquency. Research has been done and 

~las t. ~~own '""elY s to help children from imi.·L.veri shed envi ror..r:'Gn t~" 

overcome tneir deficits and ch&nge tneir frames of reference. 
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What is need,:now is a cor.:.r,litulent on the part of educa.tion 
I' 

l8a(~ers ami. tbe CO[.lwW .. j. ty to use the resuurces vve have 

to insure the fullest development of every child. 

As a postscn,l!t to my worK on this paper I contacted the 

t'J':o local ,Quuntibs, ?l"ir ... ce George t s ana Montgomery Counti(;'s, 

to (.isGov!::r the extmJ.t of tht:i r IJrogr&illS whlcn wigrlt help in 

tno prevention of juv8nile delinquency. ':I:'11iS is what I fount:: 

Prince George'~ Uont€;onJ8!'Y 

Btudcmt Population. (total) l6~, 8~8 1£6,l::'07 

BlacK student pop. 36,405 (~~.l~) 7,L9~ (5.8(1") 

Elm:1entary students 95, L15lJ: 66, 75;:~ 

Plack 1918(:1 • ~)tudents i::;~,70l 4,440 

E(;ccndary students 67 , ~:S74 59,454 

Black sec. stucients 1;-S,704 C"'" C.l L .. '," i::" ,-j':""t,' 

Is th8rc a director or 
neud of compensatory ed- Na No 
ueation? 

Is th<~r~ a director of Yes Yes 
f~K~eral programs? 

i!~~ad. E.t[~.rt Program Yes Yeb 

Enrollment {.jlO, children 510 c!JiJ.c.iren 

. , 



Prince George's 

7. Follow ~nrough ~96 children 
(K-~') ) 

d. OperGtion MovinL Ahean 4,OUU chi~dren 

9. Kork-stuay Vrograms Yes 

10. Speci~l SCh00~S for 
cllihl ren VIi th ledrrnng Nvne 
~j"roblerns 

11. Early detection program No 

18. Intensive tutoring ser- No 
vices 1'01' under-achievers 

18 

~.lontgo!Y.iery 

No Dro)..!rarn: thE­
cl.,unty is not Lligible 

No pro~r8.m: the 
county is not b'liribe 

Yes 

Tne Mark Twain Echool~E-

No 

Yes·>Ht-

~ rp;'H:: Hark Th'ain Echool, due to open January ~~7, 1972, will v,ork 

'Yli ttl ~fl0 s tUCt(mts of average iL tell.it:nece, Ci,ges 11-19 (grades 6-1~~) 

who have ~earning diflicu~ties or wno are not acnieving in the 

r~gul~r classroom situation. The facilities and staff are outstanding. 

Till-: pr-;;r-pupil e~\..lJE.;.r.Lc.i ture vvill. be five times higher than for the \.Ith~?l' 

cf.li.J.o.t'p.n in tne cuunty (~.6,OOO.OO per pupi.L). 

-lH!- Inteu1:ilve' tutoring in the county is done not by the school s~rstem, 

but by a Volulltury l·rganization i1. Kensington called "Ken-Gartl g 

. 
" 
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My ini'ormal survey led r;16 to ::;orne ob.servations about the local 

school sy:::.tems: 

.. 

1. Prince George Y~' Cvunty nb.s a great need of pupil services. 

:::;. ~10nteor:Jery l'lb.S J~t ... ;~11~.~· blac~, but a hi€"her per-pupil expendi tut'e. ) 

3. Prince Georg8 f s nas almost four tiW8S as many blacKs and a 

lo\'!t;.;!, pl2.r ... pupil 8xpenai tUl'8. 

'J.", N8i thl;t' county has a Siellificant number of students in Head. 

Start: 

a.. Montgomery Cuunty, with 186,;~.i07 studellts, ha.s leu .. than 

l/~ of If in Heati Start. 

b. Prince George's C\..lunty, witl1'16l::.,828 t)tuuents~ na.s .J..(~sS 

tm.l.n 1/8 of 10''. in Heae.. Gti:1.rt. 

:=:. Montgomery County, vii ttl 1'e\,er poor iJeo1.ile, has twice as rDany 

children in Head ~tart • ..... 

6. Th8re 1s no coordinati0n of lervices avui~atle for stUdents ~ho 

are having ~earL!ng aifficulties and way be votential delin~uents. 
I 

Calls to the administrl .. ti ve offices and conversations 'wi th 

Guicl8.nce, Burnc:.t! R'31a tiuns) ?upi.L PEn~somlel, t peciC':l.L Ecucf.t tion, 

anf ..: Voc:at.icm81 Ec,ur.!a.tion T'eput'trt,bnts api .. arently rev€8.1cd tbut 

th>'.:y fUnction in COIDplE;te anc. comp.e.cent oblivion of' each oti]Ar. 

7. The Mark Twa.in 5chool ShUUla. bEi an imp(")"rtant and vi ta.l addition 

to the c(..ltmty 0 The ]Jilot study done f'o~ its crea tiun, !lo\H::VE:r, 

identifioQ d0U0 Mont~o~ery CUilllty stU~b~t~ bS in nb6G of its 

built to accomodate the need.. Prince George's County bas no 
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school liko this. 

6. Jo program for eurly detection of tielinquency-prone chi~dr8n 

f;xists in either county. 

A brief loo~ at these t~o counties only puints out how much 

tnere is to be done in liJurstlalling res<.;urces, to heip the di saa­

Vti!lt(l€~e(! child. Until a broad comi ttment is madf~ the schools 

(~Hnl'lot utilizE::! their unlquRly celltr<..:.l posi tion to take' a major 

t'ol-: in s(>eklng to prevent juvenile c.climluency. The troublr::-s 

of tn{.;: ~roung~Jt(jr twaClE~(;' for o.elinC{uEmcy are deeply-fvunde:.ci ane.:. 

ml.lst be 0Vf.::r'come tht'ouLh ufforts in all F.rts of his environment, 

but tho schools, as the mo~t organized and l:Jost i..tniver~Ctl in~,titution 

tn~ chilO, will encounter, must ttike the lead. 

• , 



~l 

A Partial Lis t. or' V,iot'ks Consul tee.. 

Books 

(~umpb~ll, William G. Form <:~~t.., i 1.:.:/18 In 1h(;; si:;) ~::ri ting. Nevi ~:"ork, 

1~o8. 

Gor(~U!i, Erir;j'J.Ilcj QUC Doxey Wilker Gc.m. COnJ;.;er.sa tory Educe.: ti on for' trw 

fisaavantae6c. Ne~ York, 1966. 

PUSSOW, A. Harry. Eaucat10n in revr~bs~a At'eaE. New York, l06~. 

8tt'atton, John :.:. o.rlC Hub~;·'Ct IE. T(2.t'ry .. Pt'(;:vGntlon of r:eJ,inL,ur..:nC':2,. 

London, 1868. 

l!!'~dsbt'oc(, BUt'ton. "Preventing Hich f:. choo.L Dro1)outs," in r,1euLurinc 

PerioG.icals 

I'~mtsch, Uc.rtin P. I1Mi.cority t..r0up etuci clas~ status as rel&tec: to 

N!.~VJ YorK, 1960. 

Jacq,ues, Odelia VI. "Pl'edi.cting Juvenile Delinquency Pronepess by 

. 
. ~ . '- .~,,- ~, .. " .. ' .. 
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KvarU\!I,;-US, l,h.'illium c. "The C(Jun~ (,;101" s· Role in Comcatti:t:lC; Juvonil(; 
. .~.::v '.. ..-

1:31)7. 

:ilr.~ccob?, Ideunor E.) at 0.1. I1CoIn";Juni ty Inte~.Jru.tion ana thE: fociFl.l 

(:ontrol of Juveni.Le De1::'n~uency. II Journal of C ocial Is::. ues, 

Vol. l~, No (, 1858. 

!.Iu.'rlano, rrr. Sictnoy, Jr. An intervi 8\; in the NevI York Tir,j6S, 

Pinr~kn';y, Irving. II1Nork Stuciy for Pot,m tial I)ru,tJouts. II ~rAE:E? 

PamphlEot.s aLe. GoV(-;;rtu!lent Publications 

rHu~urcn ~ruject de~iGned to test the effectiveness of 

intensive group work in changing va.Lues of Negro boys from 

~,--------------------------~--------------
.• .., * ~ ,"~ '. 
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Montg{)rnery C0unty Public I::chools. The i;lark Twain c:chool. Rock-

vil~e, Md., 1971. 

Uni tea t:tates fjena te .. Youth' EmiiJ.oyr:.ient and JuvmiiJ.e PE.uirwuency. 

Int()1'im Re~)ot't of the [ubcommi ttee to InvestiEute Juv61lilf:: 

DG~inquBncy of tne Committee on tne Judiciary. ~ashington, 

I:.C., 185f>. 

other Cl..urces 

1'(;rsona1 and tele~i.1()lle intet'v iev;s v:ere CC.'HcLucted wi th I:lany 

acilllil'listrative officials in buth Prince G@orgefs anc. V{)ntgomery 

Counties. The tii rectors of lJupill)er::;oni~el serViCf:!b" rel.;ords 

departments, C0U:U:, eling di visiuns, i'ec,era.L programs divisions, rind 

n'3a(i~, of the Head Start ana Fol.: ow Through' iJrograrns were Ci.Jn~u.l tGCl. 

Most helpful wet'e Mr. George McKinney of Prince George's County, 

firector of the Office of isaera1 Pro~raws, and Mrs. Helen Kohut 

of Montgomery County, Coordimttor of Federal Programs for the county. 

'\ 
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