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This report attempts to clarify the new roles of the police in the 

Libyan Arab Republic. This clarification will be by means of a brief •. ,', .-.•. _:-.~_.­

discussion of the police in the past and at the present time. While 

explaining this topic, the emphasis t-lill be on the reorganization of 

the police structure itself, and the ways and methods by whioh to 

protect the individual and the society alike. 

This report conDists of three main parts, these ,are the following: 

!~~.~..:~.fot part: deals with ~he new role of the police and the develop­

ment of relationfl between the people and the police. 

rh~.£cond P..~ct.: deals uith the reorganization of the police structure 

in accordance "lith modern scientific methods. 

!!2:"~thj£.<!"'p~,£t: dea.ls l'fith the police role in the punishment establish­

ments in vieN of the ne1·:. prisons laH. 
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!!!!LElnST PART 

THE NEW HOLE OF THE POLICE 

AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF HELflTIONS 

BETHEEN THE PEOPLE AND THE POLICE 

The people of the Libyan Arab Republic were colonized, and colonialism 

shaped the life of libyans. That is to say the police during colonialism 

treated the libyan citizens in an inhuman fashion. Furthermore, the colonists 

mobilized their police forces to enslave the libyan arab people. This 

situation led to a feeling of hatred toward all forms of colonialism, 

including its police forces. The hatred between the libyan people and 

colonialism led to a lack of any cooperation and trust with the police. 

Since the First September nevolution, the relation between the 

police and the people underwent a drastic change; in other words the 

honest serious efforts began to appear to correct the old concept of 

the police and to replace it with a new one based on the principle: 

" The Police is to Serve People ". 

In order to carry out the roles of the police, the necessity 

emerged to make the people and the p"olicemen as well aware of the 

new roles. 'rhe main purpose of this new role is to create cooperation 

and trust between the police and the people on one hand, and to take 

out from the minds of the people what colonialism had left ( police is 

a force of terror ) on the other hand. 

It should be stated that the Ministry of Interior is working in 

accordance with scientific methods which can be evident in different 

meetings, seminars and conferences h~ld to modernize the various grades 

and levels of the policemen and also these meetings were held between 

the policemen and the people in order to malte the later aware of the 
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new role and the human goal ~f the police. During the meetings between 

the policemen and the people, the later were made fully aware that there 

is no any favoritism or discrimination among citizens. As a result of 

these efforts the citizens turned to be very cooperative and understanding 

of the new roles of the police in the Libyan Arab Republic. In addition, 

the citizens began to offer their help and assistance in both identifying 

and preventing society from different crimes. 

One of the best examples of the cooperation between the police and 

the people is the expansion of the Police Friends System. Those are 

a group of concerned citizens who volunteer with some of their time 

to help the policemen in preventing society from crimes. Another 

better example is the development of the Police Children. Those are 

a group of boys, between the ages of 8 and 12 years old. They are 

selected and trained to direct the traffic morrement wearing traffic-men 

uniforms. 

The Folice Ghildren program is carried out in all cities of the 

R~public. Parents admired this program and asked the police authorities 

to recruit their children to contribute and take part in this prog~am. 

In the near future the Police Children program will be the foundation 

of another special traffic program to supervise and direct the traffic 

movement near the schools of the Hepublic. 

Again, the Ministry of Interior in cooperation with other specialized 

institutions is still making every effort to update the policemen into 

the required modern standards, and by the same token to update the 

libyan arab citizens to the standards of modern good citizen who by 

himself respects the law and discipline in his society. 

---
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!.,.HE;;· ... S;;;,;EC--.;O_N_D ..... P ... A-.R.;.;:;..T 

THE REOHGA,~ISATION OF THE POLICE 

STRUCTURE IN ACC01~DANCE ~lITH 

MODERN SCIENTlrIC METHODS 

In order that the police achieve its roles, the First September 

Revolution gave special concern with the reorganisation and de'elopment 

of the police system. This reorganisation could be seen in the following 

areas: 

1- The development of the police structure as can be seen in. the creation 

of specialized departments such as crimilml research, personality 

identification, training, general relations, officers affairs, policemen 

services affairs, organization and administration, inspection, moral 

crimes prevention and juvenile delinquency. 

Also the Hepublic is divided geographically in order to provide protection 

and security for all citizens. The regulations to organize the above 

stated departments have been issued in " such a way that the function 

and roles of each department became very clear. Also the regulations 

are adapted from the most modern theories in the police systems. 

2- The develpment of services requirements especially in respect to 

appointment and qualification. This has b~en implemented by appointing 

men in the police with good training and even university degrees. It 

has also been the policy of the training to encourage those policemen 

who are seeking learning or partici~~tion either in national or 

international conferences, meetings and studies. 

3- The introduction of modf:lrn scientific methods in the ·conduct of police 

wo'rk such as computer, modern communication methods, audio-visual aids, 

criminal laboratory research, and criminal finger prints. 
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4- The recruitment of qualified men for the invei\tigation ctepartmants. 

The police investigations are divided in such a way that the identifica­

tion of crimes are becoming easier. To facilitat~ crime discovery a 

department of investigation is established and cquiped with traincd 

po lice dogs. 

Since crime statistics are helpful to both policemen and legislators 

to know the trends of crime in a given society, thus a special care is 

given to crime statistics, that is to say specific crime statistics on 

both national and regional levels are prepared and made clear and 

accessible to legislators and researchers in their studies and legisla­

tions. 

---
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THE THIRD PARr 

THE POLICE HOLE IN THE PUNISHlVlENT 

EST ABLISHMENTS IN VIEH OF THE 

Nm'! PRISONS LAN 

The authorities in the Libyan Arab Hepublic follows,in preventing 

crime, the recommendations of social defense conferences, especially in 

what is suitable to the local conditions of the libyan arab society and 

also the Islamic Sharia ( jurisprudence ). Again, the Islamic Sharia is 

the most important source of the libyan legislation in connection with 

preventing crime and treatment of offenders. 

The Hevolutionary Command Council. has issued recently the law 

No. 47 of 1395 H.Y. corresponding to 1975 A.D. This law consists of 

one hundred and five articles and deals with the reorganization of 

prisons whieh are conceived as institutions for education and citizenship 

training rather than places for punishment and terror. By examining the 

prisons law, there are nine principles on which prisons are organized, 

and the prisoners or offenders are treated. These nine principles are 

the following: 

1- The Islamic Sharia is thc theoretical basis on which the prisons 

are organized and offendcrs are -treated 

2- The idea of gradualism in tbe sense that the law regulates the treatment 

of offenders and their promotion from one type ~f prison to a higher and 

better type, the encouragement of offenders to be useful citizens in 

their society when they leave prison. 

3- The differences between males and females in the sense that females 

offenders are given special treatment due to their sI=ecial nature. 

Female offenders may be kept in social organizations or welfare centers. 

Pregnant females as well as nursing mothers have special privileges in 
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order to secure the best treatment and care for the child. 

4- Work a,s a treatment: with the except ion of short time prisoners, all 

other prisoners must work as a kind of treatmen¥, and utilize their energy 

and time. The prisoners work is regulated by two significant rul~,s, these 

are (1) payment for the prisoner's work, and (2) insuring him against 

work hazards. 

5- Education and learning ar~ encouraged in three important forms: 

(1) general and religious education: illeterate prisoners should have 

special courses in reading and writing; (2) vocational learning and 

(3) secondary and university education. The new prisoners law encouraged 

and regulated the above three types by offering every facility needed. 

6- The medical care. The law is very muchconcerned with medication and 

health welfare of pI'isoners. Each prison should have one physician or 

more, the new prisoners law also allows the release of the offender under 

grave sickness, but this release is subject to an approval of a medical 

committe chaired by the Minister of Interior. 

7- The social care: this means that the offenders must be treated in 

accordance with psychological and social pr&ctises. The social welfare of 

the prisoner is conducted by a staff of professional psychologists 

and social workers. The law further entitles the offender to R days 

vacation for the purpose of keeping him in contact with ordinal'), lif.e 

and his family, but this vacation is given in two periods not less than 

4 days each period. The new prisoners law entitles the prisoner for 

emergency leave &u~h as the death of one of his parents or children. 

P_ The planning principle: this is evident in the creation of the 

Higher Council for Prisons Pli),nning. This Council is headed by the 

Minister of Interior. 
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9- The vocatiork'1.1 trilining: the Ministry of Interior materialized this 

principle by providinG prisons with modern technical workshops in the 

areils of mechanics, shoemaking, sewing, electricitY1 typing1 blacksmithing, 

hydrolics and construction. The purpose of such training and workshops is 

to train the prisoner to be a useful citizen. Hhen he is due to be released. 

fis an outC()n\o of such efforts milny prisoners,after their release, 

obtained skilled jobs. Furthermore, the Ministry of Interior hel[.ed man}r 

persons with past criminal records to find honest means of livinc in 

the society. 

CONCLUSION 

It has been seon in this report that the police in the Libyan {Irab 

Hepublic began to contribute positively in the protection of the individual 

and the society as wolle Ii'urthGrmore, the police in the libyan arab 

society begiln to relate and cooperate its functions and roles with the 

people on one hand and with other concerned social ac;cmcies On the 

o'l;her hand. The police may keep the offender in prison and then 

follow lip his behaviour to ensllre that he is a go()d cHizen. ii'inal 

word is tht!tt the police in thc Libyan firab r~epl.lblic follows in its 

orcunization the moat .·ad\!anced pn;i,ntlipJ:e6 of social <.'.efense theories 

in its practises.ilnd treatment of the bffcnt.lcr. 

* * * * * * * * 
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This report is prepared from the following sources: 

1- The Libyan Arab TIepublic Ministry of Inte,rior, The Police in Five 

Years 197()"'1974, Tripoli, AI-Galla Press, August, 1974. 

2- Major KA~mILDI liL-HEMEDI Speech, member of the l~evolutionary Command 

Council and Minister of Interior in the opening of the Third Arab 

Conference, for Police aud S,ecurity Officers in the, f~rab Countr:i;cs, 

held in Tr),l1oli City, Libya, April, 1975. 

3- Prisons Law No~ of 1395 H.Y. corresponding to 1975 A.D. in the 

reorganization of prisons, issued by the Hevo1utionary Command Council, 

22nd May, 1975. 

4- The Explanatory Memorandum to the Prisons Law No.4? of 1395 H.:.!:. 

corresponding to 1975 li.D. 



APPENDIX 1 - 1 -

SUlI1MAHY OF THE ROLE OF 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE LEGISL1\TION 

IN THE LIBYAN AnAB REPUBLIC 

As a result of the increase in crimes connected with d~inkinc 

alcohol and specially traffic accidents, and the failure of all the 

penalties - no matter how severe they were - for.the erradication of 

this bad habit of drinking led the Government of the Libyan Arab 

Hep',lblic to issue a law by which it prohibited thc production of 

alcoholic drinks, importation thereof as well as its consumption. 

Those who violate this law shall be severly punished. Despite the 

short period of the execution of this law, preliminary statistics have 

shown a taneable drop in traffic accidents as a direct result of this 

law which prohibited drinking as well as trade with alcoholic drinks. 

In fact thc Libyan 1\rab Bepublio has not drugs addiction problems, 

however the d~gslaw is very severe towards those who are found in a 

possession of drugs or use of it. Security forces are very active in 

protecting the country from being a corridor for illicit drugs 

traffic to the neighboring countries or its consumption in the country. 

The Libyan Arab Republic has noticed a new phonomd.na of slavery -

that is the illegitimate trade in man power, and its utilization in 

thc vast projects allover the country. 1\6 a result of this inhuman act, 

the Government of the Libyan Arab Hepublic issued a legislation in 

September 1969 by which it prohibites trade in man power. This legisla­

tion caused the revocation of every labour contract which includes a 

third party between the employer and the labourer. The new legislation 

protects all labour rights established by law. Also a severe penalty 

is applicable against those who violate the rules of this legislation. 
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We have to point out here that there is no problem of unemployment 

in the country due to the vast development projects in the fields of 

industry agriculture and education- these vital projeots engage all national 

manpower as well as the guest labourers who come into the country in 

a way not to create any labour problems or social troubles which lead 

to crime or assist in its creation. 

We have to observe that most of the penal procedures before penal 

courts are essential and constitute the basic guarantees for the individuals. 

It seems very difficult and non-acceptable to overloolc these procedures 

or to attempt its redU(ltion. The procedures which should take place till the 

parties appear before the court, and the hearing of the statements 

and the investigqti(m of the defence by hearing t-he witnesses of the 

parties,> and seeking the opinion of t~e experts etou, all this takes 

a long time. 

Any ~,ttempt for the simplification of these procedures before the 

penal courts will have limited effects and the ommission of any of these 

procedures means a breach to the basic guarantee to fair and legitimate 

trial. 

In the Lib:yan Arab Republic we tried to simplify litigation procedures, 

and this att)empt was restricted to price control contrayentions. Accordingly 

the simplified procedures, the public prosecutolr should move immediatly to 

the si"tEl of the offence, and he should intert'ogate the accused and hear 

the witnesses. The public prosecutor is obliged to raise the penal suit 

for these contraventions within 24 hours of its commitllent, and a 

judgement should be issued within three days from the date of raising 

the case. The judgements issued in such cases are not subject to appeal 

or opposition unless the fine exceeds one hundred libyan dinars or the 

accused was convicted and sentenced to detention. The procedures for these 

cases were simplified; the judge is contended with reading the statements 

of witnesses before the preliminary investigations without any need for 

the appearance of these witnesses before the court. The judge i~ cases 

,. 
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may order the seat of the court to be in the site of the offence or any 

other place of his choice outside the court's palace. 

There is no doubt that ~_'lO success of this simplified penal 

procedures shall be extended to cover other types of offences and 

specially those ~ithout criminal intent and which happen very frequently. 

In all the established judicial systems, the judge and his aids 

shall be always the backbone of the judiciary bodies, and they should 

be in sufficient nW:ilbers to meet the urgent needs of the society. It is 

unbeleivable to co~~it a juvenile or a minor to a reformatory or a social 

centre before establi~hing his responsability for the offence subject of 

charge, or the establishment of his criminal intent. The commit~ent of 

a minor or a juvenile to a reform~tory or a social center involves 

restriction of freedom of the individual, and this restriction should not 

be decided by other than a qualified competent jt:dicial authority. 

* * * * * * * 
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